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February 7, 1944.

Dear Bernhard:

Ever so many thanks for your telegram
on my birthday. My "flu® was sufficiently
better to let me go to my birthday party., I
do lhwpe all goes well with you. Do give my warm
regards to your Mother.

AS ever yours,

FHANKLIN B, KOOSSVEBLT

H.H.H.
Frince bernhard of the Netherlands,
77 Chester Square, S.W.1
London,
England.
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ADORENE OFFICISL COMMUSIEATIDNS TS
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WABHINGTON, . C,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 21, 1944,

R G W N:

Referring to our recent conversation concerning
the projected trip of H.R.H, Princess Juliana of the
Netherlands to Curag¢ac I have uvpon your instructions
taken up the matter of a flight escort with Major
General Glles, U,8.A.A.F. Ceneral Giles referred me
to Brigadler General Larry Kuter, who sald that he
would give lnetructions for a fighter escort for
Princeses Juliana from Miami to Curagac and return,

I have informed the Netherlands Embassy to this
effect and the Embassy has expressed 1te appreclation,

Btan ""Woodward
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL
February 18,

1944
MEMORANDUM TC GENERAL WATSON:

Don't bother to read the
attached memorandum if you don't
want to - but I have written it
and, by God, you're going to

e

get 1it,
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# THE SECHETARY OF STATE
/ WABHINGTEN, O, C, #

DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

WASHINGTON ii ™\
Februa

MEMORANDUM TO GENERAL WATSON

Confirming my conversation with you yesterday on
the proposed trip of H, R, H, Princess Juliana of the
Netherlande to Juragao, the Embassy has submitted the
followling schedule:

February 28 Arrive New York, La Guardia fleld,
by plane from Montfeal,

February 25 Leave New York via Atlantic Cosst Line
or Seaboard Rallway for Mlami

February 24 Arrive Miami

February 26 Leave Miami for Curegao by K.L.M. plane

March 6 Leave Curagao by K.L.M, plane for Miami

March 5 Arrive Miami

March 6or6 Leave Miaml for New York by train.

The party coneiets of the following: H, R, H, Prin-
cess Jullana, Mr, and Mre, van Tets, and Captain Sesink,
Mr, van Rhijn and Mr, Filen, Special Agente.

Upon the flight of Princess Juliana from Miami
to Surinam last November, her plane was escorted by
United States Military planesand the Embarsy has inquired
whether a similar arrangement can be made for the flight
Miami - Curagao and return,

Off the record, I am told that the Queen insistas

upon this and has told Princese Juliana that ehe may not
go without escort,

Stan Woodward
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ﬁm WFFICIAL OO s TIOMNE TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WABHINGTON, [, C.
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AeTdend frd’e/f ee .

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 28, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON

Referring to the visit of Crown Princess Jullana of
the Netherlands to Curagao and the fighter plane escort
arranged upon your instructions, it now develops that
Princess Jullana has accepted invitatione from
President Medina and General Trujillo to visit Venezuela
and the Dominican Republic upon her departure from Curagao.
I believe that the visit to Venezuela ls scheduled for
March 3, where she will remain for one day, and her visit
to the Dominican Republic is scheduled for March 5, after
which she will return to Miami,

The Department considers that 1t would be inadvisable
for the fighter escort to go along from Curagao to
Venezuela and to the Dominican Republic so if the President
has no objection I shall apprise General Arnold of these
new developments and requeet that arrangemente be made for
the fighter escort to omit Venezuela and the Dominican
Republic on Princees Jullana's return trip from Curagao

to the United States.
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FOR PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
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Y THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

O May 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR:
The Becretary of the Treasury

The following message from the Presldent was

recelved in the White House Map Room this date:

"From the President for Secretary Morgenthau.

"Replying to your message of May 2nd, para-

graph 4, plesse take no action until we have an

opportunity to talk over the problem,
"I am inclined to belleve that granting a

loan to Holland on good security in this country
to be used for purchase in America of reconstruc-
tlon materlals would not establigh an undesireble

Precedent.
"American industry in the post-war period

Probably need all the forelgn orderes that can be
safely accepted in order to benefit employment and

dlspose of surpluses.
"From informetion now avallable to me 1t

appears that the implied threat can be ignored.

"In view of the above, I ghould like to have
us both give further consideration to the matter
presented in your messege and also talk with State."

Ranpactrully,
(eigned) Chester C. Wood
CHESTER C. WOOD,

Captain, U,8. Nav
Assistant Naval Aide to

/@{?7 Theo meno on Jragp xﬂm/,é&.,)

¥
fha Pregident.



May E0, 1944.
Dear Juliana;=-

I have not written you for a long time for, as
:nrutgrobthlr know, I have been in the South for over a
getting oﬂr what turns out to have been a sort of
bronchial pneumonia during the Winter.

I am wondering much about what plans you have
made for yourself and the chlldren during the Summer, and
if you have declded on a place to go. Marthe told me the
:mthu.‘:uthﬂrmmt nking of the coast of New

I know how hard 1t 18 to get houses for this
Summer and I trust that you will let me know if I can
help in any way because I know that coast very well,

Eleanor and I have l cottage (in faot, two of
them) at Campobello Island B., which 1s about two
miles unnmnrrmiu MAkne. You go there
rmmmu-.unttnptnn{ Andrews, N. B., and
then fourteen mileas by boat to the Island.

Our house 1s quite large enough for {o‘ and
chlildren and several guests for there are, as

it, two sitting roome, a dining room, a play room and two
small bedrooms on the ground floor. Upstalrs there are
about elx or seven masters' rooms. In any event, 1f you
have any guests or extra people they could live in what
was my Mother's house which 1s next door. Everything 1s
txtr-g{ simple and the olimate ls really lovely --
never »

We are not using elther of the housds thie
Bummer and 1t 18 the kind of a location, with very few
neighbors, where 1t would be really impossible to rlrn'l
the houses. Therefore, they are yours to ocoupy,
hmnmhﬂhhhﬁ mmwnldhutr_i
simple -— no rent! um we had adequate linen in
them and kitchen utensils and tableware, 1t 18 always



possible that some kind friends ll{ have stolen desirable
articles during the past two years! You oan always fill
in any small nges that are missing and you ocan get them
in 8t. Andrews, N. B., duty free, or in Eastport, Maine,
paying a slight duty when you take them into Oanada

The Island is really lovely and I and all my
children were brought up there in the Summers.

By the way, the sailing ie grand and in the
boat house at the foot of the place I have a small sail
boat which, of course, I should be delighted to have you
use. You would have %o hire some loocal boatman.

Finally, you would have to have one man on the
lace to out the grass around the house and to run the
1i:tl engine whioch pumps the water into both houses out

of the well.

If you have decided on nothing else and would
care to think of thie, get Mr. Van Tets to run down and
look 1t over for you. should, of course, be awfully
happy Af you would use the house or houses which otherwise
will be entirely unocoupied.

What do you hear rrun.xuur Mother and Bernhard?
1 was, of course, greatly worried by her narrow escape
from {h- bombing.

Otherwise things seem to be going fairly well
and we hope to have some news soon.

Give my love to the baby. I do hope to see you
all soon,

Your affectionate old Unole,

lq RQ I-
The Princese of the Netherlands,

120 Lansdowne Road,
Rookoliff,

Ottawa
ﬂlﬂlal-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 7, 1544,
MEMCRANDUM FOR THE FILES:

The President directed me to call
Hon, Jesee Jones and ask him to hold up
this Hetherlande loan untll the Secretary
of the Treasury and the Under Secretary
of State had a chance to hold a conference

on this matter,

aar



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June &, 1944.
MFMORAKLUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I have told the Secretary of the
freasury, as directed, that you suggested
that he and Secretary Stettinius straighten

out thls matter. He wonders if you would be

loan until they have had a chance to confer?

willing to ask Jesse Jones to hold up this |
GGT ‘
[
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

//

June 6, 1944
MENORANDUY FOR THE PRESILUENT:

The Gecretary of the Treasury tele-
phoned to say that the Treasury Lepartment
was not in sympathy with the loan from the
Government being made to the Eetherlanda
Government. Winthrop Aldr was in to
see the Secretary of the Treasury today and
sald that the Chase Bank and other banks
were willing to lend the money to the
Netherlands Government and the Secretary
feels it should be done this way rather
than by the Government.

GGT
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THE SECHETARY OF STATE

Washington

Ity dear Yr. Fresident:

I refer to your memorandum of May 5, 1544 for
the Secretary of the Treasury with regard to the pro=-
posed credit to the Hetherlands Covernment and to the
let%er which the Secretary of Commerce addressed to me
under date of Aprll 22, 1944 and its enclosure with
regard to the same mtter. For your convenience T
attach copies of these documents. I have noted that
in the remorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury
you expressed interest in the views of the Department
of State with regard to the credit.

It 1= the view of the Department of State that i
the proposed credit would be desirable if satis factory
arrangements can be made with regard teo the collateral
which do not involwve action by the United States
Government to make legally effective in this country
the Metherlands royal decrees of May 24, 1940 and lay 7,
1942 in so far as they concern the vesting in the
Netherlands Covemment of title to the dollar securitiss
in this country privately omed by residents of the
Netherlands. It should be noted, however, that this
Department is prepared to certify under Section 25(b)
of the Federal Heserve Act the authority of the Nether-
lands Oovernment to dispose of the gold of the Neder-
landsche Hank under earmark in this country, if the
Netherlands Novernment issues a decree vesting the gold
which is satisfactory to the Department of State, It
is my understanding that the Netherlamis Govermnment is
now giving consideration 4o the issuance of such &
decree.

Once
The President,
The White House.



Once the Netherlands Government is re-—established
in the Metherlands it should be possible for that
government to implement the westing of privately-owmed
dollar securities without the necessity of action by
this Government to make the Netherlands decrees legally
effective in the United States. Froviding the measures
mentioned above with respect to the gold of the
Moderlandsche Bank are taken, the possibility could
be explored of an arrangement whereby scme of this gold
may be used as interim collateral which could subse-
quently be released against dollar securities turned
over by the lletherlands Governmemt. The possibllity
oould also be exlorsd of private participation in the
aradit at this later phase of the arrangement.

Falthfally yours,

/s/ CORDELL HULL

Enclosures:

1. Letter from Secretary
of Uormerce, dated April 22,
1544.

2. Enclosure accompanying above
{letter from Netherlands
ifinister of Finance).

5. White House memorandum
dated May 3, 1944.



o THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
¥ WASHINGTON

April 22, 1944

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith copy of letter received from Mr. Van
Den Broek, the Netherlands Minister of Finsance.

Mr. Van Den Broek spoke to me about this loan some Beven
months ago, and, after a conference with the President I told
the Minister that I thought we would be able to grant the
loan provided it wee on a strictly secured and business basis.

The RFC 1s authorized by law to make loans of this char-
acter when properly secured by investments in this country,
You will recall that we msde & loan to Great Britain and
Northern Ireland for §425,000,000, secured in this manner, and
it 1s working out very satisfactorily. The Netherlande want
to be in a position now to plece orders for reconstruction
materials that will enable industry to go immediately into
such work when production for war eases up.

The Netherlands want to repey the money over & perlod of
15 years, with interest at 3%, and are willing, if we wigh,
to have the loan transferred to a so-called International
Bank, if and when one 1s ready for business, or to private
investors.

The Netherlands 1s a rich vernment, amply able to
repay ites obllgations. They will need assletance ag will
other overrun countries, and should be generally helpful in
the reconstruction period.

My own view i1s that the loan should be authorized now
by the RFC, under conditions that the unnui be spent in this
e

country and that any orders placed by the therlande be
firet checked with the RFC and WPB,

Please let me have your views,
8incerely yours,
/e8/ Jesse H. Jones
Becretary of Commerce
Honorable Cordell Hull

Secretary of Btate
Washingtcen, D.C,
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(Royal Netherlands Treasury) de. Winsheshir Bk
Tel: LONdon Wall 2027 adLe reet

London, E.C. 2.
S4843

The Honorable Jesse Jones,
S8ecretary of Commerce,
Lafayette Bullding,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Jones:

Bhortly after returning to England in September 18943 I was
informed that the plans for the granting of a loan to the Nether-
lands Government by the R.F.C. could not, at least for the tlme
being, materialize. I need not tell you how disappolnted I was
to hear this and I am writing you because I know that the scheme
to borrow at present a certaln sum of money against collatersl
was coneidered by you to be businessllke and sound.

As you are fully aware, my Covernment has so far pald 1te
own expenses during the war and 1t still prefers, as long as 1t
oan possibly manage %o do so, %o continue that polley. am gon-
vinced that international banking circles conslder the credit of
Holland to be of a very high order and there is not the slightest
doubt that private banks in the U.8.A., if they were allowed to
do eo, would gladly lend money to the Netherlands against certaln
guarantees. However, at present your Government does not permit
them to grant loans to forelgn countries.

The reason why I 414 not succeed in unturtnf into an agree-
ment with the RFC, although you, Mr. Cordell Hull and many others
were in favour of it, was, I belleve, that the U.8. Treasury was
of opinion that the transactlon was mors or lese premature, par-
tioulsrly so because the Treasury was preparing, and at that time
already discussing, plans for _an International Stabilization Fund
and an International Bank for Reconstruction. 1 fold you on
several occasions that, in the event of the R.F.C. immedlately
granting a loan, my Government would be guite willing and pre-
Enrad at the proper moment, to transfer guch a loan to the planned
nternational Bank once such a bank has been established. Also
you know that I wanted to be in a position to have at my disposal
certaln funds in the U.8. in order to be able %o enter into
negotiations with various produgers in your country in connectlon
with poat-war problems.

Six months have elapsed since we dlecussed this matter and
I would like to reopen thle gquestion.



R

An International Stabllization Fund has been dlecussed, but
although some arrangement may be reached in the near future, it
will certainly take a conslderable time before anything like the
originally contemplated scheme can be expected to materialize.

Negotiatione and discusslons regarding a Bank for Reconstruc-
tlon etill have to be started and I am afraild that I am not being
very pessimietic in saying that a lot of water will go down the
Mieslesippl before such & bank becomes a reality. What will
happen in the meantime?

In the interests of my country the Netherlande Government
must contlnue with the preparation of post-war planes and take
all possible measures for Tacllitating and epeeding up the recon-
struction of its industries and the re-establishment of the
economy of the country immediately after its liberation. We are,
therefore, more or less obliged, if we cannot rely upon acquiring
credits in the U.8.A., to find out what we can do elsewhere. I
do not need to explain to you what the result will be. Countries
without, or practically without resources, and with a completely
different and, if I may say so, a much lower standard of reli-
abllity and credit than @y country, will after the war anproach
the U.S. for help and support. To avold unemployment, their
requeste for credits will very likely be favourably received.
We, on the other hand, will in the meantime have entered into
negotlations with other countries and the danger exists that in
order to help our people in the quickest possible way, we will
have to rely upon British industry exclusively. It is even
imaginable that populations in liberated countries will press
upon their Governments to renew unduly eoon relations with German
industry, if they feel their Allies cannot help them.

You may well ask yourself: "Why 18 van den Broek so anxious
to get credits in America and why does he not lay much more stress
on the necessity of gettlng credits in a country so much nearer
to hle own - England?" Because, Mr. Jones, I believe that it will
be essentlal that the Netherlands East Indies re-establish their
bueiness relations with the U.S. as soon as the Japs are beaten.
If we are to be sellers to the U.8. in the future we should also
plan now to be buyers when this can and should be done, namely,
immediately after the liberation of Holland.

May I remind you that in 1941 about three hundred million
dollare worth of gunda were imported into the U.S.A, from the
Netherlands East ndles, consisting mainly of rubber, tin,
quinine, tobacco and kapok. We were buying weapons.



oLy,

I hope you will understand my feellngse and the frank way ln
which I present my problems to you. Heally the idea of postponing
an arrangement to grant credits to a country like Holland, a
country that has so greatly contributed in the past to the develop-
ment of the U.S5., financially and otherwise, untll world wlde

lans have materialized, doea not, in my opinion, make sense.

am writing you this because the possiblllity of coming to business

may now be slightly better than six months ago. If thie 1ls so,
I would gladly pay & short visit to Washington. You will aleo
understand, however, that I should prefer not to be away from
England in case there is an invasion of Western Europe. When the
ourtain rises over the darkness in which my compatriote have been
living now for almost four years, I want to be on the spot,
because at that time I propose to do all I can to assist to the
best of my ability in the rebuilding of my country.

If there i8 s reasonable chance of comlng to a settlement on
the lines we have discussed, which I consider to be of mutual
interest, and on the understanding that my Government will be pre-
pared to transfer a loan by R.F.C. to an International Bank as
Eoon as thls is considered desirable, will you kindly let me know
by elther dropplng me a note or sending me a cable?

Looking forward to a reply,
With kind regards,
8incerely youra,
/8/ J. Van Den Broek

Hetherlande Minister of
Finance



THE SECHETARY OF THE TREASURY
Washington

May 2, 1944

TELEGRAM FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

1 have received a letter from Jesse Jones recammending that & new request
of the Dutch Government for & loan of unspecified amount, secured by investments
in this country, should be authorized by H.F.C. The proceeds of the loan are to
be used for purchases here of reconstruction materials as soon as circumstances
permit.

It is my view that this loan would be politically unwise for the rest of
the year for the following reasons:

1. It constitutes a post-war commitment and prejudges an important issue
which has not yet been decided on policy grounds either by yourself or by Con-

greas.

2. To granmt this loan at this time would be an open invitation to all the
other govermments-in-exile and other Allies to put in their applications for
large loans direct from the U. S. Goverrment.

3. Holland is one of the relatively few foreign govermments that at the
appropriate time should have no difficulty borrowing fram the private investment
market at remsonahle rates of interest. I believe we ought to be very hesitant
to give the impression that we are likely to compete with private investment
markets for loans to good borrowers.

k. The Dutch Minister of Finance in a memorandum accompanying the Jones
letter states that a refusal by the U. S. to grant this loan will force Holland
to enter into negotiations with other countries and to rely upon British industry
exclusively. The Uinister further states that unless the loan is granted, his
Government may find it necessary to reestablish relations immediztely upon 1ib-
eration with German industry.

I &m sure you will not like the implied threat by the Dutch Minister any
more than I do.

If you agree, I will advise Jesse Jones that in my opinion the granting of
the loan at this time would be premature and would constitute a policy commit-
ment on loans for post-war purposes to governments-in-exile that we are not
currently prepared to undertake.

NoSig
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 10, 1944.

MEMORANDUK FOR:
SECRETARY OF STATE.

Please let me have the

draft of a reply.

F.D.Re

Lettar from the Netherlands ambassador, ‘?_,-’f'-".",r"-'.r’_,
te Mr. Hasasti, enclosing letter for the
Prasident from fueen Wilhelmina, 7/16/44,

in r'e war news, etc,

e



NETHERLANDS EMBASSY : f r
WASHINGTON 8, D, C, 3.4 P W

Yo. 5245, Jul;,r 2?: 1944,

Dear Mr, Hassett,

I am enclosing herewith a personal

of e letter from Her Majesty Queen Wilhelmina
addressed to the President of the United
States,

I venture to have recourse to your
kind intermediary for the safe delivery of
this letter to the Fresident,

With my anticipated thanks I am, dear
Mr, Hassett,

Einnuﬁely Yours,

Netherlands Ambassador,

Mr, William D, Hassett,
White House
Washington, D.0.
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with the leaders and the members of the Nazi-party., I have
been reading again your address last year in Ottawa, where
inter alia you stated: "We are making sure - absolutely,
irrevocably sure - that this time the lesson is driven home te
them once and for all. We are going to be rid of outlaws this
time."

For the countries now occupied the final eradication
in Germany of tha.tanatu of the Nazi-party and of that party
itsulf is a question of to be or not to be because no enduring
peace is possible as long as Nazism continues to exist there.
8o you will understand how absolutely I agree with your words
and how glad T was to hear Stalin proposes to import German
manpower for the rebuilding of the devastated regions in
Russia, because I am sure that he will pick out the Nazis in
the first place for this work.

I am convinced that there can be no prospect of any
real peace if we do not shape things in such a way that these
people cannot resume their pernicious activities. Various
measures will no doubt have to be taken in order that Germany
shall not break the peace again, but I am convinced that one
of them must be to remove the higher and lower pnrty-gangstaraﬂ
not only the older-, but also the younger ones and those
among the Hitler youth. Not every country can neutralize them |
in the way the Russians propose to do so but I feel very
strongly that this 1s the kind of measure which our sense of
self-defence and self-preservation makes it necessary to pro-

mote. To control certain branches of German industry is no iy
~doubt=




doubt useful or even necessary, but I do not think it is
enough; the human element, it seems to me, cannot safely be
left out of account, and I believe we shall have to go much
further than the narrower group of war-criminals if nazism is
really to be obliterated.

If you can find time to let me have coniidentially
your views on this point, I should be very glad. I realise

that it is just one of the many thorny subjects we shall have
to deal with when hostilities end.
With my best regards toc you and my love to

/¢WW¢¢M
Pl
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DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

With reference to your memorandum of August 10,
1944, the letter from Queen Wilhelmina of the Nether-
lande le returned herewith, together with a suggested
reply.

Enclosures:

As stated,
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August 26, 1944.

My dear Queen Wilhelminag-

1 have received your letter of July 15,
1944 and regret that my absence from Washington
has delayed a reply. I share, of course, your
gratification with the course of the war both in
the Pacific and on the continent of Rurope and
hog.thut. the day of liberstion both for the
Netherlands and the Hetherlands Indies is not
far distant.

Your observallons respecting the
definite eradication of the Nazl Party in Germany
correspond wvery cl to my own views on this
subject. It is my that when the Allied
forces are in complete occupation of Germany all
leaders and active members of the Nazi Party
should be eliminated from any partiecipation in
the administration of CGermany and forbidden any
political activity whatsoever. I fully agree
that we cannot risk having these Nazis resume
any of their nefarious activity and I assume
thit one of the principal objects of the
muﬁmuuh to root out the Nazi Party
in all of its manifestatioms.

sequent execution. I bellieve that the Comaission
has recently addressed a letter to your Government
requesting its views in the matter of german
surrender and I assume thut your Governmeat will,
no doubt, express its opinion on the liquidation



of the Nazi pParty in replying to this letter from
the puropean Advisory Commission. I believe that
the various United Hations Governmeats concerned
will not have much difficulty in arriving at an
agreed policy for the final eradication of Nasisu.

I am sorry, indeed, that you cannot
come over this summer and I wish much that T
eould have gone to Fngland or Scotland, as I had
hoped. After the election is over I may be able
%o arrange a meeting with the Prime Minister of
Britain and Marshal Stalin and, if I can do so,
I count on seeing you. Things are happening se
fast in a military way at this moment that,
while I do mot dare predict a date for the
Cerman collapse, it is at least one of the
possibilities that by the time I am coming to
Europe you will be safely back in the Netherlands
again. May Heaven speed the day.

I think that both here and in England
there are two schools of thought -- those who
would be altruistic in regard to the germans
hoping by loving kindness to make thenm chrhhlu
again -- and those who would adopt a much
"tougher® attitude. Most decidedly I belong
to the latter schoel, for though I am not
blood-thirsty, I want the Germans to imow that
:E.n time at st they have definitely lost

WAr.

I was, of course, made very happy in
knowing that you escaped so miraculously when
your house in London was hit. Remember that it
is not only your people in the Netherlands who



need you -- but peopile all over the world. Do
please take care of yourself,

¥y wife sends her love and joins me
in warm personal greetings.

Your very sincere friend,

Her lli;-tr
ueen or"!ho petherlands.
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September i, 194k

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY:
For your information.

Copy of letter to The Secretary of Commerce,
from the President, dated September L, 194k,
attached.

¢ At A
rey
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1. This is in response to your memorandum of August 14, 194,
with reference to the letter of Auguet 10, 194/ from the Secretary
of Commerce in which he urged that the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation be authorized to proceed with the extension of a secured
eredit up to $300,000,000 to the Netherlands Government.

2, It is our opinion that the Netherlands Government should
be asked to explere the poselbllity of obtaining a loan on reascn-
able terms through normal beanking charmele befere the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation considers the extension of ite facilities to the
Netherlands Government, If a satisfactory priwate offer on reason-
ahle terms cannot be arranged we shonld then consider a joint proposal
involving both private lendere and the Reconstruction Finanes Corpora-
tion,

It would be unfortunate if the government were subjected to the
eriticism that it was competing with the private banks and taking
amy tusiness from them for which they have adequate facilitles,

3. You have previcusly approved a letter of May 26, 194, of
the Secretary of State regarding this proposed credit, which suggested
the desirability of exploring the possibility of private partiecipation
in the ﬂ‘.l‘!!it-

4e There i attached a draft letter to the Secretary of Commerce

setting ferth the major principles which we suggest should govern the
negotiations with the Netherlands Government.
o W
X 2

Secretary of the Treasury
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- THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Auguet 14, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

FOR JOINT PREPARATION OF REPLY
'FOR MY BIGNATURE,

F.D.R,

4 4 1 i, | = } I,r a - . 1_4'1I.IFJ;, .
't lette) ( ] 1 : to
Me Jo Van den Broek, Netherlands Minister of
8, | lication from t therlan
rnment fo an up to 83« ,.’“' )y ”", f
connaction witl ich the Secrat »f Commerce
s that favorable consideratio: nl Lven,
b+ the Tacrat r of 40+ A corv AT 4
ntt morasndaum, &nd e 1 tic f
1 ol nt to the %ec retay w4 My ury.
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STANDARD FORM No. 14A
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Hashjington
TELEGRAM

September 8, 1944,
OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES ~

U.8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 181254

Her Majesty
Queen Wilhelmina of The Netherlands
London, England.

It 1s with great emotion to know that allied troops have
already entered into The Netherlands., May the day of complete
freedom from German troops from any part of Netherlands soil
be close.

I am thinking of you and yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT



ALK ot oty ue Lo /,- Cel ¢
STANDARD FORM No. 14A . V4 74
“"‘“"H“;!'é‘l'.l‘;:f;'u“"’m FROM ‘@[‘!2 mhdﬂ EEIHHEB -
Washington

TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES September B8, 1944,

U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 131254
H.R.H,

Princess Juliana of The Netherlands
Stornoway
Rockeliffe Park
Ottawa, Canada,

I am thrilled by the news of allied troops on Netherlands
soll, I am thinking of you and the bables and hope that the
day of complete restoration may come very soon. Let me know
Af there ie anything I can do.

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT
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Q AT Laedo ;4'{4644..
TELEGRAM %“ Che 3tijjite Fouse
@he White ﬁfmﬁB it
Waslington StP 118 & P 194

1WN BN 24 Via RCA
Lonoon 1205PM SepT 11,1944,

T;E PRESIDENT:

MANY THANKS VERY KIND TELEGRAM.AM ALREADY LONDON ON WAY HOME.
WARMEST GREETINGS ALSO TO MRS ROOSEVELT.

" PRINCESS JuLIANA,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 15, LlYad

[ FOR T RESID
THE NET FORET INIS

I enclose for your information a message
addresesed to you by the Netherlands Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Dr. E. N. Van Kleffens, with
regard to operations in Japanese-occupled terri-
tory. This meesage was transmitted to me at
Dr. Van Kleffens' request by the Ameriecan Embasgey
near the Netherlands Government in London since
that Government has no direct code communication

with Quebec,

Enclosure:

Message from Nether-
lande Foreign Minister,



| L

-
,
MESSAGE FOR PRESTDENT ROOSEVELT FROM ||
NETHERLANDS FORZIGN MINISTER \

"On learning that Pacific strategy willl be discussed
at Quebec conference Netherlands Government recuest in
view of thelr vital interest in that ouestion that follow-
ing statement with regard to operations in Japanege oo0=-
cupled territory be transmitted to the Presildent. Same
statement 1s being sent to Mr. Churchill through British
Forelgn Office. Minister for Colonies Van Mook and Vice
Admiral Helfrich are proceeding America., Netherlands
Government trust Preeldent and Prime Minister will find
1t poeslble to glve them an opportunity to elucldate
Netherlands point of view. (Statement begine) 'Suocess
of main strategy against Japan 1in severing communieatlons
between Japan and occupled area covering Burma, Malaya,
Philippines, British Borneo and NEL will cut off Japan-
ese forcee in that area from arme and munitions but will
not compel them to surrender or to withdraw supposing
thie to be possible. Area as a whole has sufficient food
and other materials and facilities for maintenance and it
may be assumed that Japanese forces have sufficient
stocks of arme and munitions. Experience poilnte to
probabllity that Japanese stay on for irregular warfare
even after defeat or surrender Japan. Faote 1n recovered
territory in the area show that lsolated Japanese forces

become more ferocious and destructlve a e lsolation becomes

}
more



- 8 -

more irremediable, If liberation ooccupled areas is de-
layed suffering and destruction of large populatlons will
lnerease beyond all measure and priesoners of war and internees
can be considered lost. Since voluntary evacuatlion of the
area by Japanese forces cannot be expected sctive libera-
tlon ae soon as posslble seems urgent both from thle point

of view and with regard to future rehabilitation. Thie
actlon sghould primarily be directed towards most important
territories with moet civilized and numercus population and
greatest economlc value., Among these Java seeme to offer
best base for further operations because of central situation
suffiecient food production and accommodatlion ample gkilled
and unskilled labour, well developed system of roads and
harboure good alr-bgses and healthy mountaln regilone for
rehabllitation, Even in ocaee of wldespresd destruction
repalrs for Allled operational purposes are easlest to

effect in Java. The ocoupation of Java would deprive the
Japanese of thelr maln regional source of supplies and

labour'®,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 22, 1944.

MEMOHANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAILY:

Will you be good enough to
show this to the Joint Staff?

F.D.R.

Secret telegram to the Secretary of Shkate
From Schoenfeld, London, Sent. 17, 1944, sub-
ritting message from the Netherlands Foreign
Minister Van Ieffens, in »e operatifons in
Jananese-occuried Lerritory.
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October 26, 1944.
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EROPOSED REPLY FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE
QUEEN OF THE NETHERLANDS

I have your musaafa indicating the need for providing
food and medical supplies to the people of the Netherlands.

The Goverrnment of the United States 1s most anxious
that such assistance be provided as gquickly as practicable
consistent with achleving the complete defeat of Germany at

the earliest possible date,

The combined military authorities of the United States
and the United Kingdom have already made provision for the
introduction of food and medical supplies into Holland
after its liberation. These supplies will be provided to
the fullest extent permitted by the military situation and
the limits of supply, shipping and port capacity and avail-

ability.

This Government will be glad to agree to any plan for
the importation of food from Sweden into German-occupled
areas of Holland which will insure that such supplies will

actually be made avallable to those of your citizens in
need and will not result in advancing the interests of our

matual enemy.

I have directed the United States Chilefs of Staff to
glve urgent consideration to such a plan as soon as it 1=
received,

(Signed) ROOSEVELT

NENLASSIFIED
By Deputy t of the U.8.

By W. J. Stewart bete EEBLJ 1974
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

10-26-L4, /
MEMORANDUM FOR KECORD:

Commander Smith, in Admiral
Leahy's office, phoned that this afternoon
an answer went out from the President to

the Queen, via State Department.

1d
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

25 Detober 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have considered the
message addressed to you by the Queen of the Netherlands
relative to supplying of food and medical supplies to
the people of Holland and placed before you by the Dea-
partment of State, October 13, 1944,

It 1s recommended that the attached reply be

made by you to the Queen of the Netherlands,

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

IAM D, LEAHY,
Admiral, U.S. Navy,
Chief of Staff to the
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy,

Enclosure,

DECLASSIFIED

'\ J08 memo, l-4-74 |
By HiF, NLR, Date rrp g 1974



I have Im message indicnting the need for gﬁ‘ﬂ.dw
food and medical M;I.In to the people of the Netherlands.
- The Govermment of the United States is most anxious
that such assistance be provided as quickly as Jrlutiuﬂl

Germany at

eonsistent with lchioﬂ.nt the complete defeat
the earliest possible date.

The combined military authorities of the United Btates
and the United Kingdom have already made provision for the
introduction of fond and medical suprlies into Holland
after its liberation, These supplies will be provided to
the fullest extent permitted by the military situation and
the limits of supply, shipping and port capacity and avail-

ability.

This Government will be glad to agree to any plen for
the importation of food from Sweden into German-occupied
aress of Holland which will insure that such supplies will
actually be made available to those of your citizens in
need and will not result in advaneing the interests of our

mutual enemy.

I have directed the United States Chiefs of Staff to
give urgent ecnsideration to such a plan as soon as it 1s

recel .

DECI ASSIFIED

-~ rI_-IJ-\.P'q _.4_'],4
g.;..Fm! LR, Date FEB 5;1\9?4‘:_
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/. THE WHITE HOUSE
o

WASHINGTON

October l4, 1844

Hemo for General MeFarland:
(Secretary, Joint Chiefs of Staff)

Dear HeFarland:

Here is the communication from
Queen Wilhelmina to the Presldent, of
which I-'spoke to you.

The Freeident thinke that the :l
requeet should be complied with, and
food dropped to the Dutach.

He wishted me to have action taken

through the Joint Eg;gEn of Staff, but
I have been Ele to locate Admircsl

Leahy, and am therefore gliving it to
you es Secretary for the necessary
nretion.

Very elncerely youre,

EDWIN M, WATSON

Hejor General, U.S.Army

Becretary to the Fresi-

dent.

Memo 10-13-44 to Miss Tully from Mr. Summerlin forward-
ing message for the President from Queen Wilhelmina of
the Notherlands asking that food and medical supplies be
';:ﬂpmﬂm into Hollund immedistely the country
5 i



In re refer %o
48/10-844

FRh 8 . uctober 15, 1544

My dear Mise Tully:

I an enclosing herewith a copy of a note dated
October 8, 1944 from the Netherlands Asbassador at Yash-
ington, transmitting for the President a mecsage from Her
Kajesty the Queen of the Netherlands.

Sincerely yours,

-;_"""IM.IL = Rl B ok
Chief of Protoool
Enelosures:

From Netherlands Ambas-
sador, Cetober 8, 1944.

Niss Orace 0. Tully,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 1, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR. SUMMERLIN

I have already taken this
up with the Army but will you

be good enough to see what you
can find out through your
channels and let me know?

rl nl' nl

Letter from P. Kasteel (?), Gouverneur van
Curacao, Willemstad, 11/13/44, to the President,
extending congratulations on reelection. :
States he is a Hollander, and makes inquiry -
regarding his wife and five children, who were
living in occupied Netherlands, in Elst,

between Arnhem and Nijmegen, ¥mk in the midst of
the battle zone. The writer was introduced to
the President by Mrs, Roosevelt on 10/12 and

the President &t that time offered to initiate
inquiries about the matter.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 20, 1044,
MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, E, R, STETTINIUS:

The wife and family of Governor
Kasteel of Curacao has not been heard
from for a long time and I wish you would
send this memorandum to our people in
London because I think this ig in a
British area -- in order to see if some
information ocan be obtained about them.

This ie down below Antwerp on
the Dutch side and I am not sure that
British troops are in there yet. The
Governor would be very happy Af he
oould get some word from either the
British or the Duteh.

"D-B.

- Los
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Original letter to State 12/7/44 for transmittal.
ATl oo f‘r L
Fa

December 5, 1944,

Dear Governor Kneteel:-

I have not any real information
about xmu- family but I englose a memorandum m
rocalved, This shows that they were apparently |
all well up %o s short time ago. I will 1e% you |
know as soon as I m anything further. !

¥ith 211 good wishes,

e

Very sincerely yours,
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVEL!
Hie Excellency otrus Albertus Kastesl,

P overnor of Ouracso.



Copy sent to Gov. Kasteel 12/5/44

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 4, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Whereabouts of Wife and Children of
Governor Kasteel of Curacao.

The Embassies at London and Brussels, as well
as the Embassy near the Netherlands Government, have
been instructed to institute intensive inquiries con-
cerning the whereabouts and welfare of the wife and
five children of Governor Kasteel of Curacao. SHAEF
and the International Red Cross have also been re-
quested to make investigations. Thus far the only
information which we have been able to ascertain is
that Mrs. Kasteel and her children were residing at
Elst, a town midway between Arnhem and Nijmagen at
the time of the airborne attack on Arnhem.

I shall communicate with you as soon as any

additional information is obtained.

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By J. Schauble Date_FEB 10 1972
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Dacember Eﬂ, 19“!

My dear Governor Sasteel:-

[he Presldent has asked me
to send you tioe cuclosed memorandw: which
has just come to him from the Secretary of
State. He will lec you koow any further

word that he hears.

Very sinceraly yours,

Grace 0. Tully
PUIVATE SeCHELARY

His Excellenoy
Dr. Petrus Albertus assoteel,
Governor of Curacao,
Willemstad,
Curacao.

(Enclosure)



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

December 18, 1944

s

MEMORANDUM ¥OR THE PRESIDENT

I have now received from the American Embassy at
London the following message dated December 13 concern-
ing the whereabouts and welfare of the wife and family
of the Governor of Curacao.

"Information has been received to the effect that

Madame Kasteel and her children left Elst volun-

tarily for Gendt on September 20, 1944. It is

understood that they have since been evacuated by
the Germans to Winterswyk or its immediate neighbor-
hood which is about forty miles west of Munster,

This information, however, requires definite con-

firmation.

As soon as further news is obtained a further

telegram will be sent."

e e s 1 0 KD

By J. Schauble Date_____
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 6, 1944

MEMORANDUM FCR GENERAL WATSOMN:
Viith reference to the President's memorandum of

December lst, in regard to inguiries about the wife

and children of Governor EKasteel, the Governor of
Curacaoc, I sm sending herewith two memoranda from twe
Divisions of the Department, containing & bit of informe-
tion in addition to that contuined in the memorsandum
sent to the Fresident by the Secretury of State on
Saturday, December 2nd.

Your file is also enclosed.

%

chfg:

Enclosures:

Originsl letter from Governor
Xasteel, November 13, 1944;

Memorandum from Specicl War
Problems Division, December 4,
1944;

Memorandum from Division of Euronean
iffairs, December 5; 1944.



/ : DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

December 5, 1944
SA/8 - Mr. Summerlin:

A memorandum regarding the Kasteel

" cese was sent to the President by the
Secretary on Saturday. Nothing new has wish v
developed since that tlme. You may, however,
send & further memorandum to the President
telling him that the Embassy at London hopes
to recelve further information on the subject
during the course of the next few days and
that the Eubassy has been instructed to issue
visas to Mrs. Kasteel and her chlldren as
soon as they reach England.

Hugh S. Cumming. Jr.
Chiief, Division of Northern
European Affalrs

1 DIVISION OF
!

PROTOCOL
{  DEcs-t44 |

IﬂEP&RTHF““'”' TATE

! i kel

NGE:W“?T?



DIVISION OF
PROTOCOL
TAT:DEC 4 -1944

DEPARTMENT O

SA/S - Mr. Summerlin:

ARTMENT OF STATE
December 4, 1944

'

Reference is made to the attached memo-
randum from the White House concerning the
desire of Governor Kasteel of Curacao to
obtain information regarding his wife and
five children who were lasst heard from at
Elst, Netherlands.

SWP's records indicate that telegram
No. 9859 was sent to the Embassy at London
by Mr. Morgan of NOE on November 23 request-
ing that inquiries be made regarding the
Governor's family. In reply telegrams No. 40
of November 28 and No. lﬂgll of December 1
were received from the Embassy. NCE ad-
vised SWP this morning that a memorandum was
sent to the White House on Saturday,
December 2, transmitting the substance of the
telegrams from London.

It is understood that action was
originally taken by NOE on the basis of a
memorandum from the White House addressed
to the Secretary, which was referred for
action to Mr. Matthews of EUR.

I am returning the memorandum of
December 1 from the White House as you may
desire to send it to NOE Lo be included in
its file.

SWP:MdBlessing:EBB
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WILLEMSTAD., MNovembaer 13, 1944 ..

The Fresident of the United States of America i
The White House

Washington D.C,

Dear Mr. President,

May I, a Hollander, who recently had the
honor and pleasure of making your scquaintance, offer my
warmest congratulstions upon your victory in the Presiden-
tial election. It is a victory I was as sure of, as the
victory of the United Nations.

Millions of people all over the world, will rejolce to
know that the mighty ship of the American State will con-
tinue to be gulded by the hand that has steered her so far
and 8o brilliantly on her hazardous course. It is such a
eomfort to know that having been at the helm through the
difficult and dangerous days that lie behind, you will still
be there to pllot to Victory.

In offering my heartfelt congratuletions, I wish you,
8ir, continued good heelth and strength to carry your bur-
den, and may God bless your labours, which benefit not only
America, but the whole of mankind.

It is s 1little difficult at such a time, to introduce
a personal matter, and were 1t not so important, I would
not think of doling so.

When I was in Weshington on Thursday, 12th October,
and Mrs. Roosevelt did me the honor of introducing me to
you, you very kindly offered to initiate enquiries about
my wife and five children, who were living in oceupled
Netherlands, in Elst, between Arnhem and Nijmegen, in the
midst of the battle zone.

As thet is a month ago and I have heard nothing, I am
feeling gravely anxicus ess to what has become of them. One
does one's best to believe in the old saylng "No news is



-

¥

good news", but somehow it does not bring much comfort after
nearly five years of separstion., If it has been possible

to find any information whatever about them, I would be more
than grateful if I might know.

With renewed thanks for your kind intervention, and the
assurance of my hlghest consideration,

Believe me, Mr. President,

ruupaﬁtfully yours,

) Kanig
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January 8, 1945.

Dear Stanleyi-

Thank you much for yours of
December eleventh.

I hope you will give my warm
greetings, and those of ¥Mrs. Roosevelt,
to Her Majesty when you next see her.
We are walting anxiously for the great
day when she will be able to return to
The Hague.

With every good wish for the
New Year,

Very sincerely yours,

Honmorable EBtanley K.

P S

American Ambassador near the Iilﬂllrlllﬂl Government,

Pagland.



near the Netherlands Government

LONDON, December 11, 1944,

My dear Mr, President:

When I was received by Her Majesty, Queen Wilhelmina,
on the afterncon of December 8, for the presentation of
my Credentials, I conveyed to Her Majesty, both in the terms
of the formal eddress and in the course of an informal con-
versation which followed the formalities of the presentation,
expression of your personal goodwill and of your official
interest in and concern regarding the difficult conditions
which preveil in the Netherlands today and the no less
difficult problems which for some time to come will confront
Her Majesty's Government and people. Queen Wilhelmina
expressed in simple words but with unmistskable meening her
appreclation of your messages, she inouired regarding your
health and that of Mrs, Roosevelt, she spoke at length regard-
ing her enjoyment of the wisits which you end she had exchanged
while she was in the United States, and she remarked upon the
beauties, the comfortable life and the friendly hospitality of
Hyde Park. In conclusion she asked me to convey to you and
Mrs. Roosevelt & full expression of her cordiel regards and
best wishes.

These exchanges took place in the presence of Dr. van
Kleffens, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Vice Admiral
C. Baron de Vos van Steenwik, Aide-de-Camp to Her Mejesty.
The Queen did not reise or touch upon any questions connected
with or relating to current situations and problems.

With respectful greetings, cordial regards and all best
wishes, I am,

Yours sincerely,

Sty 1< Honbnal,

P e

The President
The White ﬁnuse,
Washington.
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amEad SFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS T
THE BECRETARY OF STATE
WABSIETON, B, E

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
In reply refer to &
FR January b, 1945
My dear Mies Tully:

I am transmitting herewlth an unsealed communication
addressed to the President by the American Ambassador near
the Netherlande Government.

Sincerely yours,
ch‘uZor Protocol "
Enclosure:
Unsealed letter from
the Honorable Stanley K.
Hornbeck.
Mies Grace G. Tully,
The White House.
BUY
Praved
STAMPS
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Gt WILLEMSTAD, January 8th 1945,

CURACAO.

Dear Mr. President,

P fo i W

Jitr d ReHrlasiels f

‘ 1 thank you most warmly for your
letter of December 5, and the enclosed memorandum,
which shows me how extensive and complete are the
arrangements you have so kindly made for trying to
trace the whereabouts of my wife and children, and
if they are located, for helping them to get to Cura-
gao,

Frime Minister Gerbrandy having visited Elst,
their home, found everything destroyed by bombardment
or fire and no slgn of my wife and children, who pre=-
sumably were sent by the Germans near to the German
frontier.

It 18 not possible to express adequately the deep
senae of gratitude I feel, that a man with your immen-
se tasks and responsibilities should make time to help
me in this personal anxiety. It is something I shall
never forget.

With most grateful thanks, and every good wiash,

Very sincerely yours,

p Lﬁ»x"__:. ,L

Mr.Franklin D. Roosevelt
President of the United States of Amerisa
The White House

BASEINGTON D,C,
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Miss Grace G. Tully,
Private Secretary
The White House,

¥ashineton.

ELLE L ]

e Ed, :’. aul /,.,,“P
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oy U_/VILLEMSTAD, January 10 1948,
CURAGAO. /
\

Dear Miss Tully,

I thank you very mumch for your let-
ter of 20th December enclosing a copy of the
memorandum from the Secretary of State, sent
to m at the request of the President,

Will you kindly convey to the
Fresident my most grateful thanks for His very
kind interest and help. The thought of what
my wife and children are probably suffering,
together with thousands of others is always
in mind, and every item of news of them is

very preclous.

Yours sincerely,

/-_ K adiet
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GOUVERNEUR, _ |
i WILLEMSTAD,  January &9th, 194 5.

CURACAOD. k

Dear kr. President,

Fleass accept my most grateful
thanks for your letter of l6th. January.

It is a great comfort to know my eldest son is
safe in Allied hands, on liberated territory.
Although he is only fourteen, 1t seems he appears
much older, &s he is so tall, and I have had many
anxious moments lest the Germans should take him for

foreed labour.

May I repeat how lmmensely grateful I am to you
for your most Kind interest and help? I hope one
day some opportunity may arise for me to do some
service for you; mnothing would give me greater
happiness.

1 was much inpressed by your insugural address.
The message was inspiring, and expressed with such
vigor and economy of words.

Believe me, Mr. President,
Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Franklin U. koosevelt, President of the United States of
The White House ! America,

Washington D.C.

Higw
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January 16, 1945,

My dear Covernor Kasteel:

I bave just recelived from the Ameriean
Embassy at Brussels, through the State Depart-
ment, a further report concerning Nrs. Kasteel
and the children. I thought would 1ike to
have this information immedlately.

"Latest advice this 1s that Nra,
Eastesl and four schildrem left Elst for Gent
(Geldsrland) from where they were bably
gt B gl y Beavien
Frans, , was found by British
mermmuhummmm

#aibly to Megen near HRertogenbosch.

*Source of information states that
further enquiries are deing made his
sent whereabouts. Departzent will be
gro-ptn upon receipt any furthar
information.”

Very sincerely yours,

His Exeel
Dr. Petrue Albertus Kasteel,
Governor of Curmcac,
Willemstad, Curacsao.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 11, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Family of the Governor of Curacao

I have now received from the American Embass
at Brussels, the following message dated January 6,
concerning the whereabouts and welfare of the wife
and family of the Governor of Curacao:

PLatest advice this Embassy is
that Mrs. Kasteel and four children
left Elst for Gent (Gelderland) from
where they were probably evacuated by
the enemy to the north. One son, Frans,
remained behind, was found by British
troops and brought into liberated terri-
tory possibly to Megen near Hertogenbosch.

"Source of information states that
further enquiries are being made regard-
ing his present whereabouts. Department
will be informed prﬂmptlz upon receipt
any further information.

NIZ 2

Acting Cecretary

DECLASSIFIED
State Dopt. Letter, HFEB 1 0 19}'2
By J. Schauble Date



January 16, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Sub jeet: Message from the Queen of the
Netherlands.

I enclose for your information a message from

Her Majesty the Jueen of the Netherlands in which she

states that it 1s now the duty of the Netherlands

Government to ask for urgent military sction for the

purpose of driving the Germans out of Holland. The

alternative request of the Netherlands Govermnment is

for immedlate rellef in the form elther of mmas
evacuation or in that of food, elothing, fuel and

medical supplies. phe Netherlands Ambassador stated

trdhth-th“m-utﬂ-m-mh
King George and to Prime Minister Clurehill.

Enclosure:
As stated,

NOE : JHM: MEB E v R
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Hlsaign from the guelﬁ of
Netherlands

I enclose for your information a message from Her

Majesty the Queen of the Netherlande in which she states
that it is now the duty of the Netherlande Government to
ask for urgent military action for the purpose of driv-
ing the Germans out of Holland. The alternative request
of the Netherlands Government is for immediate relief in
the form either of mass evacuation or in that of food,
clothing, fuel and meéical supplies. The Netherlands
Ambassador stated orally that the Queen has sent the same
message to King George and to Prime Minister Churchill.

Enclosure:

As stated.

NOE : JHbi : KEB



NETHERLANDS EMBASSY
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The Netherlands Ambassador presents his
compliments to the Honorable the Secretary of State and
has the heonor to request Mr. Stettinius' kind intervention

S to forward the enclosed message from Her Majesty the Queen
of the Netherlands to the President of the United States

of America,

"-shinitﬂn, D-C-.,
January 16, 1945,




The situstion in the still occupled part of the
Fetherlanis has deteriorated to such an alarming extent
that I should very much like to present to You perasonally
& full picture of that situation and sppeal urgently to
you for very speedy help,

Az recently as January Eth, 1945, two members of
the Fetherlande Cabinet, the rime rinister Tr. “a 0. Gerbrandy
and the Minister of Shipping and Picheries H.J.V. de Boay,
hed a conference at 2,1, A.1.7. with the Supreme Allied
Uemmander, General Fisemhower in order to disouss certain
relief problems with regard to the Vetherlands, more espeC=
ielly in the area of the couniry which remains to be liber-
ated, They found in General Eisenhower not only a Sympa-
thetie und understanding listensr but also a man who fully
real izes the great ilmportance of working out plans for the
imsediste relief, upon its liberution by the Allies of the
starving populsiion of Western iHolland.

the discussions bLoth with Jeneral Lisechower
personally and the mext day with Oeneral fedell Jmith,
Chief of Staff 4o Geperal Eisenhower snd General Jrasett,
Assistant Chiefl of Staff for Oivil Affairs, wara, to the
minds of the Wetherlands Cabinet /inisters, quite satis-
factory snd they received the very definite impression that
everythlng humanly possible would be done by 6,l,A.E.7,,
not only in the planning itself but ulso in view of the
timely exeoution of the relief operation provided there
does not result from this mction undue pre judice to military



operations, a notion which, it was agreed, was to be defined
further, if possible.

It is not, therafore, because the Yetherlands
Government feel disappointed or discouraged in conssquence
of their latest talks with S, A.F.F. that I have decided
$o make this personal appeal to you. It is because the si-
tuation in my country has become 80 ariticsl that I feel
that it is no longer sufficient to plan for immediate relief
after liberation, even if the plans daviesed are the best
poasible plans end their timely gxecution mesured, but that
action of an entirely differont nature will have %o be taken
now. Conditions in the gtill occupied part of Folland as
will appear from some facis and fipuwrss mentioned below,
have nt preseat become s0 desparate, that 1t is abundantly
glear that, if a major catastrophe, the like of which has
not been seen in Western Europe since the middle ages, is
ta ba svolded in Folland, something drastic has to be dome
now, that iz to sey before and not after the liberatiom of
the rest of the country. The situationm is precarious
enough in the FNortherm snd Emetern provinces, whers the
Germans have earried off great quantities of foodstuffs
and cattle and where they may be counted upon with Dlr"l‘-li.l-
ty to carry off or destray whatever remains when the time
comes for them to retreat, but 1t is espeoially in Noarth-
vestern Holland, the section comprising the provinces of
Sorth !olland, South Folland and rescht where by far the
worst conditions prevail, Four and a half million people,
or half of the total population of tha Wetherlands, live
in this densely populated srea, T4 is here that the big
citiss of Amsterdam, Hotterdam, The lague, Terecht, Haarlem,
Leiden, Telft and Dordrecht sre situsted, smd 1t is espec-
islly here that the sssential necessities of life, such
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as food, elothes, blankets, fuel and medicines are sorely
lacking. Aocerding to the latest figures avallable, the
avernge rations in the dities Just mentioned had gradumlly
dropped to 630 calories per day (the minimum nusber of
oslories a person, doing very light work, canm normally
1ive on, is put at 2000 calories per day, The Pritish
rations, which admittedly are not luxurious, are calsul-
ated to represent 2500 - 3000 celories per day). GSeyss
Inquart, German Governar of the Wetierlands, in a recent
broadeast to the people of Holland (on January Tth, 1345)
admitted with eynical frankness that "nebody could ar
should contend that the present rations were even a&pprox-
imately sufficient”, [e textually specified the weekly
rations per head of the population ae follows - thereby
certainly not putting the figures st a lower level than
the facts warrant - "about 1000 grums of broad - unevenly
distributed -, approximately 1.0 grams of other farinacious
foods, & little additional syrup end sugar, 75 grams of
wveretatle cil, 50 grams of cheese and, with difficulty,
1000 grams of potatoes”, It will be notioced thet Seyss
Inquart does not pretend that these utterly deficient
rations include either meat, butter or milk, which in
fact, &t least in the cities, lri not to be lmd. This
former Austrian Tuisling oaly mentions theee ratlons in
his spesch in order to compare them to what the people of
the Hetherlands were getting before they started the rail-
road strike in complliance with the orders of their Govern-
menmt in London and of the Allied High Command in view of
the Arnhem opermtion, and so us to prove to thea that thay
only have themselves to blame for the sivustion in which
they find themselves at present,
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o milk means no adequate way of feeding babies or
mmall children, Is it to be wondered at that according to
infarmation received some woeks ago, infant mortality inm this
part of the counmtry wae steeply increasing end had already
Jumped to double the usual rete? Hany reports contain accounts
of people fainting in the streets and slong t'w roads for
lack of nmourishment. [(en, who would mever have even thought
of such a thing before now in some cases succumb %o the tempt-
ation of working for the Germans in order to obtaln a few
extra rations for themselves and thelr familiea, Well au-
thenticated reparts tell of daylight holdups &nd robberies
of bakeryshops and bekerycarts, & thing formerly unheard
of in our law-sblding ocoumtry. Dut then starvation too was
formerly unheard of.

Agoording to the best informstion eveilable there
is actual famine in thw big olities, Clothing and especially
woolen or flannel underwear is also very scarce, "lothes
mm. or seiged by the Cermans, cannot be replaced,
and so the mm jority of the people, whether at home or out-
of-doors are ill-equipped teo stand the rigours of the win-
terclimate. Elankets have been looted by the Gormans in vest
numbers, Bepidea leck of foold and clothing there is also an
agute lack of fuel. HNoc wood or cosl is awailable for priwete
use 80 that there is no way of heating even one room to liwe
in or of warming un or cooking the meagre supply of food one
succeeds in getting. OSeyss Inquart in his speech mentioned
above, sharply criticises the Fetherlands police for not
preventing more effectively thes cutting down of trees inm
publio parke and gardens by peopls in need of fuel, As
morTeover the gasworks have boen stopped, and suoh electric
power stations - as are sotill working om meagre coal rations -
enly may supply electricity to German bulldings and concernas,
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mwmumuutumm-mﬁhmm-.
the absence of coal has still snother effect, and that is that
gradually there is no fuel svailable for the electric pump-
{nstallations which keep @ large portion of the country from
becoming inundated. If the worst comae to the worst in this
respect, over 50 percent of lorth Western tolland (that 18
to say of the provincas of North llelland, South dolland and
Utrecht) including consmidernble partions of Aasterdem and of
Hotterdam will be flooded, It is in thies connection also
that a very real daner axists with respect %o the drinking
water ip tie large centers, I[f, due %o the stopping or
flooding of the waterworks and severage system, drinking water
is no longer dependable, 1t will be impossible o avold disease
ané epidemica, Already the spreading in an alarming way of
dyphteria and typhoid Tever is mnnounced from Aasterdam, An
increase of disease is also caused by the absence of soap,
which heg not been available now for meny momths, and the
consequent impossibility to keep clean; vermin and ekin
diseases are prevalest es never befare during the occupation,

wunger, cold, darkoess, dirt, disease and {loods.
Is it any wonder that Seyss Inquart with unparalleled cyniclem
ironically wished the people of the wetherlands good luck this
year, "for otherwise the situstion which today is character=
iged by hunger, cold and misery, i:l.m unexpectadly grow into
a W' P |

All this is appalling, but to make matters infinite-
ummmumnmmummwﬂlum
the ages of 17 and 40 (borm between the years 1905 and 1928)
to work in Germany. rh-whuh-twluhrur_wthl
registration offices are lisble to the demth penalty 1if they
are cuaughtj so are all people helping or harbaring them,
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Extensive ragsins are organised in the cities and in the
villages, itreets are cordoned off and manhwrts carried out,
mm.-.;.ﬂ-m—muuu—-ﬂu
netting spproximately 54.000 men; in the liague, laarlem,
Utrecht and other towms many more thousands were caught and
sont off to work, for the most part in Germeny, The trans-
portation of these men and boys takes place under ghastly
conditions; in an attempt to desoralise the victims, they
often sre made to march long distunces without food or
psuse (from Hotterdsm to Mrecht for instance, which is
,@bout 40 miles) and are then herded inte cattle cars and
shipped off without emough food ar clothing to last for the
long jowrney. Seyss Inquert in "explaining® this deporta-
tion of labor to the Netherlanis people in his recent broad-
cast said: 'Ilthu_ttmldlll-rimﬂlt
ﬂhlﬂhhﬂﬂhﬂﬂlﬂnwmﬂ-
war and its interests”,

¥hat this humt for slave labor really means to the
population of the Vetherlands will be realised if one knows
that before this latest measure in respect of all men between
17 and 40, between four and five hundred thousand workers
had already been deported to Germany from the letherlands,
cmu-—.nu-ﬂln—,umdmnmw
in Germmny sre extremely bad, both from a physical and meral
point of view., Teath both from ill-trestment and mglect snd
from belng exposed to the Allied bombing of German war factor-
ies have been widespresd, The Netlerlands Government and the
nn_-—n-numm-uummumu
power to dissuade the mn themselves from reglstering and
to prevent Sovermment officisls and business men from collabor-
ating, for whatever motive, with the Germsns with regard to



these deportations, The response to the German eallup has been
insignificant so fur, but if in some isolated cases the apathy
of the victims, due in large part to lack of adequate food and
shelter, should be too great to bs overcome, and 1f, lured by
promises of plantiful food, these men now should prefer going
to Germany volumtarily rather than risking further starvatien
in Holland, it would hardly be surprising.

As i undoubtedly already known, the enemy during the
period pewied of cocupation have so far killed sowe 150.000
Setherlands citiszens of which 120,000 Jews who, according to
reliable information, have been deported to and destroyed in
Foland, It is superfluous here to mention the atrocitlies which
hﬂhtﬂtﬂhthmmmtmwu
onmps (the camp at Vught alone accounted for 13,000 killings)
and prisons and elsewhere, but with every day that passes mare
atrocities are committed and more innocent victims added to
the total number.

Ffrom the foregoing only one conclusion can be drawn
and that is that the people in Yerth Westerm Holland are facing
physical destruction, It probably is mot teo late yet to save
a considerable portion of them, but in a few months time 1t
will undoubtedly be out of the question,

¥e have before us the picture of an industrious and
oultured people with & long and not ingloxrious histery, golng
to the ir doom, Without streseing the humsnitarian side of this
matter I wish to put the gquestion whether it is in the interest
of the world in general, and of Vestern oivilisation and of
Western Burope in particular, tiet this nation be orippled and
partly annihilsted, And it is perhaps useful to stress this
point: although the North-Western part of the Netherlands com-
prises only about ome third of the coumtry's total area and
one half of its population, yet this paxrt has always been -



and still is, politically amnd economically speaicing, the heart
of the country. That country obviously has a definite political,
sooial, cultural and economic role to fulfill om the Vestern
frings of ths Nuropean centinent) from the point of view of
intermatiomul pesce and tranquility, any vold created there
would be sure to have undesirable consequences for others ln-
terosted in that part of EBurepe. It is, timt poes without say-
ing, necessary that this war be won, but I assert tiat it is
not necessary for winning the war that conditions are allowed
to spread and develop, whatever duties our ruthless enemy mey
have to mrovide for the feeding of the population of the larth
Vestern part of the Fetherlands, which will inevitably resalt
in its total or partial ruin and extinotion, Om the conmtrary,
it is precisely beocause there is no meesd to sacrifice these
unfortunate people that help should be brought to them with-
out delay.It is now the duty of the letherlands Covernment to
ask for wpent military moction for the purpoes of driving the
Germans out of lelland, They feel that this is & reasonable
and mecessary request, and they would be gateful for an assur-
ance that nothing will be left undone to this end, Should,
contrary to the hopes of the letherlands jovernment, imsediate
military help be out of the question, then imwediate relief
in the form either of mmss svacuation or in that of food,
olothing, fusl and medical supplies is an impersative necesaity.

ey I end by sending you and lrs,Roosevelt sy affect-
lonate regards,

WILHELMINA
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CEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

January 17, 1945.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Message from the Queen of
the Netherlands

I enclose for your informetion a message from Her
Majesty the Cueen of the Netherlands in which she states
that it is now the duty of the Metherlands Government to
agk for urgent military action for the purpose of driv-
ing the Germane out of Holland. The alternative request
of the Netherlands Government is for immediste relief in
the form either of mass evacuation or in that of food,
clothing, fuel and medical supplies. The Netherlands
Ambassador stated orally that the Queen has sent the same

message to King George and to Prime Minister Churchill.

Enclosure: E_jé 0 M—

e

hs stated.

DECLASSIFIED
Blate Dept. Latter, 1-11.72
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The situation in the still occupied part of the
Wetherlanis has deteriorated to such an alarming extent
that I should very much like to present to You personslly
a full ploture of that situstion and appeal urgently to
you for very speady help.

As recently as January 6th, 1945, two members of
the Hetherlands Cabinet, the Prime Winister Dr, P.5.Gerbrandy
and the Minister of Shipping and Fisheries R,J.M. de Booy,
hed & conference at S.H.A.E.F., with the Supreme Allied
Commander, General Eisenhower in order to discuss certain
relief problems with regard to the Netherlands, more espec-
ially in the area of the country which remains to be libar-
ated. They found in General Eisenhower not only & sympa-
thetic and understanding listener but also a man who fully
realizes the great importance of working out plans for the
immediate relief, upon its liberation by the Allies of the
starving population of Western Holland,

The discussions both with General Eisenhower
personally and the next day with General Bedell Smith,
Chief of Btaff to General Eisenhower and General Grasett,
Assisgtant Chief of Staff for Civil Affairs, were, to the
minde of the Netherlands Cabinet linisters, quite satis-
factory and they received the very definite impression that
everything humanly possible would be done by B.HiAeE.F,,
not only in the planning itself but also in view of the
timely execution of the relief operation provided there
does not result from this action undue prejudice to military



operations, a notion which, it was agreed, was to be defined
further, if possible.

It is not, therefore, because the Netherlands
Government feel disappointed or discouraged in consequence
of their latest talks with §,H.A.E.F, that I have decided
to meke this personal appeal to You, It is because ths si-
tuation in my coumtry has become so critieal that I feel
that it is no longer sufficient to plan for immediate raliaf
after liberation, even if the plans devised are the best
possible plans and their timely execution assured, but that

action of an entirely different nature will have to be taken

now, Conditions in the still occcupied part of Holland as
will appear from some facts and figures mentioned below,
have at present become so desperate, that it is abundantly
clear that, if a major catastrophe, the like of which has
not been seen in Western Ewrope since the middle ages, is
to be avoided in Holland, something drastic has to be done
now, that is to say before and not after the liberation. of

the rest of the country., The situation is pracarious
enough in the Northern and Eastern provinces, where the
Germans have carrisd off great quantities of foodstuffs
and cattle and whers they may be counted upon with certain-
ty to carry off or destroy whatever remains when the time
comes for them to retreat, but it is aspecially in North-
Western Holland, the section comprising the provinces of
lorth Helland, South Holland and Utrecht where by for the
worst conditions prevail. Four and a half million people,
or half of the total population of the Wetherlands, live

in this densely populated area, It is here that the big
eities of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague, Utrecht, Haarlem,
Leiden, Delft and Dordrecht are situated, and it is sspec-
lally here that the essential necessities of life, such



as food, clothes, blankets, fuel and modicines are sorely
lacking, According to the latest figures avallable, the
average retlons in the cities just mentioned hed Eradually
dropped to 630 calories per day (the minimum number of
calories a person, doing very light work, can normally
live on, is put at 2000 calories per day, The Eritish
rations, which admittedly are not luxurious, ers calcul-
ated to represent 2500 - 3000 calories per day). Beyss
Inquart, German Governor of the letherlands, in a recent
broadcast to the people of Holland (on Januvary Tth, 1945)
admitted with cynical frankness that "nobody could or
should ceontend that the present raticns ware BVEN Approx-
imately sufficient", He textuaslly specified the weekly
rations per head of the population as follows - tharaby
certainly not putting the figures at a lower level than
the facts warrant - "about 1000 grams of bread - unevenly
distributed -, approximately 150 grams of othar farinaclous
foods, & 1little additional syrup end sugar, T5 grams of
vegetable oil, 50 grame of chease and, with difficulty,
1000 grams of potatoes", It will be noticed that Seyss
Inguart does not pretend that thasoe utterly deficient
rations ineclude either meet, butter or milk, which in
fact, 2t least in the cities, are not to be had. This
former Austrian Guisling only mentions these raticns in
his speech in order to compare them to what the people of
the Hetherlande were getting before they started the rail-
road strike in compliance with the orders of their Govern-
ment in London and of the Allied High Command in view of
the Arnhem cperation, &nd so as to prove to them that they
only have themeselves to blame for the situation in which
they find themeelves at present,
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o milk me&ans no adequate way of feeding bables or
sméll children, Is it to be wondesred at that according to
information received some weeks ago, infant mortelity in this
part of the country was steeply increasing and had already
jumped to double the usual rate? liany reports contain accounts
of people fainting in the streets and along the roads for
lack of nourishment, WNen, who would never have even thought
of such & thing before now in some casee succumb to the tempt-
ation of working for the Germans in order to obtain a few
extra rations for themselves and their families. Well au-
thenticated reports tell of daylight holdups and robberies
of bakeryshops and bekerycarts, a thing formerly unheard
of in our law-ebiding country. But then starvation too was
formerly unheard of,

According to the best information available there
ie actusl famine in the big cities. Clothing and especially
woolen or flannel underwesy is also very scarce, Clothes
worn-out, or seiged by the Germans, cannot be replaced,
and so the ma jority of the people, wnether at home or out-
of-doors are 1ll-eguipped to stand the rigours of the win-
terclimate, Blankets have besn looted by the Germans in vast
numbers, Besides lack of food and clothing there is alsoc an
acute lack of fuel, HNo wood or coal is availeble for private
use s0 that there is no way of heating even one yoom to liwve
in or of warming up or cooking the meagre supply of food one
succeads in getting. Beyss Inguart in his speech mentioned
above, sharply criticises the Fetherlands police for not
preventing more effectively the cutting down of trees in
public parks and gardens by people in need of fuel, As
morecver the gasworks have been stopped, and such elactric
powsr stations - as are still working on meagre coal rations -

only may supply electricity to German buildings and concerns,



the people have to remain in the dark from sunset to sunrise,
The absence of coal has still another effect, and that is that
gradually there is no fuel aveilable for the electric pump-
installations which keep & large portion of the country from
becoming inundated., If the worst comes to the worst in this
respect, over 50 percent of North Western Holland (that is
to say of the provinces of North Hollsnd, South Holland and
Utrecht) including considerable portions of Amsterdem and of
Rotterdam will be flooded, It is in this connection also
that a very real danger exists with respect to the drinking
water in the large centers, If, dus to the stopping or
flooding of the weterworks and sewerage system, drinking water
is no longer dependable, it will be impossible to avoid disease
and epidemics, Already the spreading in an alerming way of
dyphteria and typhoid fever is announced from Amsterdam, An
increase of disease is also caused by the absence of soap,
which has not been available now for many months, and the
consequent impossibility to keep clean; vermin and skin
diseases are prevalent &s never before during the ocoupation,

Hunger, cold, darkness, dirt, disease and floods,
Is it any wonder that Seyss Inguart with unparalleled cynicism
ironically wished the people of the Wetherlands good luck this
year, "for otherwise the situation which today is character-
iged by hunger, cold and misery, might unexpectedly grow into
e catastrophe” .... ¥

All this is appalling, but to make matters infinite-
ly worse the Germans have officially celled up all men between
the ages of 17 and 40 (born between the years 1905 and 1528)
to work in Germany, Those who do not voluntarily come to the
registration offices are liable to the death penalty if they
are caught; so are all people helping or harboring them,



Extensive ragzias are organized in the cities and in the
villages, Streets are cordoned off and manhunte carried out,
In Rotterdam, e,g., the Germans succeeded in one week in
netting epproximately 54.000 men; in the Hague, Hearlem,
Utrecht and other towns many more thousands were ocaught and
sent off to work, for the most part in Germeny. The trans-
portation of these men and boys takes place under ghastly
conditions; in &n attempt to demoralise the victims, they
often are made to march long distances without food or
pause (from Rotterdam to Ttrecht for instance, which is
about 40 miles) and are then herded into cattle cars and
shipped off without enough food or eclothing to last for the
long journey. BSeyss Inguert in "explaining" this deporta=-
tion of labor to the Hotherlands'pnopla in his recent hroad-
cast sald: "In this most total of all wars everything that
can in a way be used must be considered as important for the
war and its interests",

What this hunt for slave labor reslly means to the
population of the Netherlands will be realised if one knowa
that before this latest measure in respect of &ll men between
17 and 40, between four and five hundred thousand workers
had already been deported to Germany from the Ketherlands,
Conditions, as is well known, in most of the lasbour camps
in Germany are extremely bad, both from a physiocal and moral
point of view, Death both from ill-treatment and meglect and
from being exposed to the Allied bombing of German war factor-
ies have been widespread, The Fetherlands Government and the
resistance movement in Holland are doing everything in their
power to dissuade the men themselves from registering and
to prevent Government officiels and btusiness men from collabor-
ating, for whatever motive, with the Germans with regard to



these deportations, The response to the German callup has been
insignificent so far, but if in some isclated cases the apathy
of the victims, due in large part to lack of adequate food and
shelter, should be too great to be overcome, and if, lwred by
promises of plentiful food, these men now should prefer going
%o Germany voluntarily rather than risking further starvation
in Holland, it would hardly be surprising,

As is undoubtedly already known, ths enmemy during the
period pewded of occupation have so far killed some 150.000
Netherlands citizens of which 120,000 Jews who, according to
reliable information, have been deported to and destroyed in
Poland, It is superfluous here to mention the atrocities which
have been committed by the Germans both in the concentration
camps (the camp at Vught alone accounted for 13.000 killings)
and prisons and elsewhere, but with every day that passes more
atrocities are committed and more innocent victims added to
the totel number,

From the foregoing only one conclusion can be drawn
and that is that the people in North Western Holland are facing
physical destruction, It probably is not too late yet to save
a considerable portion of them, but in a few months time it
will undoubtedly be out of the guestion,

We have before us the picture of an industrious and
cultured people with a long and not inglorious history, going
to their doom, Without stressing the humanitarian side of this
matter I wish teo put the question whether it is in the interest
of the world in genersl, and of Western civilization and of
Western Ewrope in particular, that this nation be crippled and
partly annihilated. And it is perhaps useful to stress this
polnt: although the North-Western part of the Hetherlands come
priees only about one third of the country's total area and
one half of its population, yet this part has always been -



and still is, politically and economicelly speaking, the heart
of the country. That country obviously has a definite political,
sooial, cultural and sconomic role to fulfill on the Western
fringe of the European continent; from the polnt of view of
international peace and tranquility, any void created there
would be sure to have undesirsble consegquences for others in-
terested in that part of Burope. It is, that goes without say=
ing, necessary that this war be won, but I assart that it is
not necessary for winning the war that conditions are allm;'ad.
to spread and dewvelop, whatever daties our ruthless enemy may
have to provide for the feeding of the population of the Horth
Wostern part of the Netherlands, which will inevitably result
in its total or partial ruin amd extinction. On the contrary,
it is precissly because there 1s no need to sacrifice thess
unfortunate people that help should be brought to. them with-
out delay, It is now the duty of the Wetherlands Government to
agk for wgent military action for the purposa of driving the
Germans out of Holland. They feel that this is a reasonable
and necessary request, and they would be grateful for an assur=
ance that nothing will be left undone to this end., Should,
contrary to the hopes of the Netherlands Gevernment, immediate
military help be out of the gquestion, then immediate reliefl
in the form either of mass evacuatlon or in that of food,
olothing, fuel and medical supplies is an imperative necessity.
May I end by sending you and lrs.Roosevelt my affect-

ionate regards.

WILHEIXINA.
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The situation in the still ocooupied part of the
Fetherlanis has deteriorated to such am alerming extent
that T should very much like to present to you personally
a full pieture of that situation and sppeal urgently to
you for wvery speedy help.

As recently as January 6th, 1945, two members of
the Netherlends Cebinet, the Prime Winister Dr, P,8,Gerbrandy
and the Minlster of Shipping end Fisheries R.J.¥, de Booy,
hed a conference at S,H.A.E.F. with the Supreme Allied
Commander, General Fisenhower in order to discuss certain
relief problems with regard to the Wetherlands, more espec-
ially in the ares of the country whioch remains to be liber-
&ted, They found in General Eisenhower not only a SympAa-
thetic and understanding listener but alse a man who Tully
realiges the great importance of working out plane for the
immedliate relief, upon its liberation by the Allies of the
starving population of Western Holland,

The discussions both with General EZisenhower
persenally and the next day with General Pedell Smith,
Chief of S5taff to Genersl Eisenhower and General Grasett,
Assistant Chief of Staff for Oivil Affairs, were, to the
minds of the Netherlands Cabinet Winisters, quite satis-
factory and they received the very deflaite lmpression that
everything humanly possible would be done by 5,H.A.E.F,,
not only In the planning itself but mlso in view of the
timely execution of the relief operation provided there
does not result from this wotion undue prejudice to military



operations, a notion which, it was agreed, was to he defined
further, if possible,

It is not, therefore, because the Netherlands
Government feel disappointed or discouraged in consegquence
of their latest talks with S5,H.A.E.F, that I have decided
to make this personal appeal te you, It i because ths ai-
tuation in my country has become so oritical that I feel
that it is no longer sufficient to plan for immediate relief
after libveration, even if the plans devised are the best
possible plans and their timely execution assured, but that
action of an entirely different nature will have to be taken
now, Conditions in the still occupied part of Holland as
will appear from some facts and figures mentioned below,
have at present become so desperate, that it is abundantly
clear that, if a major catastrophe, the like of which has
not been seen in Western Europe since the middle ages, is
to be avoided in Holland, scmething drastic has to be done
now, that is to say before and not after the liberatiom of
the rest of the counmtry. The situation is precarious
enough in tha Northern and Baslern provinces, where the
Germans have ocarried off great gquantities of foodstuffs
and cattle and where they may be counted upon with certain-
ty to ocarry off or destroy whatever remains when the time
comes for them to retreat, but it is especially in North-
Western Holland, the section comprising the provinces of
Korth Holland, South Hollamd and Utrecht where by far the
worst conditions prevail. Four and & half million people,
or half of the total population of the Netherlands, live
in this densely populated area, | It is here that the big
eities of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague, Utrecht, Haarlem,
Lelden, Delft and Derdrecht are situated, and it is espec-
ially here that the essential necessities of 1life, such
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as food, clothes, blankets, fuel and medicines are sorely
lacking, Acceording to the latest figures available, the
average rations in the cities just mentioned had gradually
dropped to 630 calories per day (the minimum number of
calories a person, dolng very light work, can nermally
live on, is put &t 2000 calories per day., The Eritish
rations, which admittedly are not luxurious, are caleul-
ated to represent 2500 - 3000 calories per day). GSeyss
Inquart, Germen Governor of the Netherlands, in & recent
broadcast to the people of Helland (om Janusry Tth, 1345)
sdmitted with cynical frankness that "mobody could or
should contend that tlhe present ratlions were even approx-
imately sufficient™, lHe textually specified the weekly
rations per head of the population as follows - thereby
certainly not putting the figures at a lower level than
the facts warrant - "ebout 1000 grams of bread - unevenly
distributed =, approximately 150 grams of other farinaclious
foods, a little additional syrup &nd suger, 75 grams of
vegetabls oil, 50 srams of chesse and, with difficulty,
1000 grams of potatoes”, It will be noticed that Seyss
Inquart does not pretemdt that these utterly deficlemt
rations include either mest, butter or milk, which in
faot, at least in the olties, are not to be had, This
former Austrian Quisling only mentions these rations in
his epeech in order to cowpare them to what the people of
the Netherlands were getting before they started the rail-
road strike in compllance with the orders of thelr Governm-
ment in London and of the Allied Hlgh Command in view of
the Arnhem operation, and so as to prove to them that they
only have themselves to blame for the situation in which
they find themselves at present,
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No milk means no adequate way of feeding bablies or
small children, Ie it to be wondered at thet according to
information receivsd some weeks ago, infant mortality in this
part of the country was steeply increasing and had slready
jumped to double the usual rate? Many repcrte contain accounts
of people fainting in the streets and along the roads for
lack of nourishment, MNMen, who would never have sven thought
of such & thing before now in some ocases succumb to the tempt-
ation of working for the Germens in order to obtain a few
extra rations for themselves and their families, Well au-
thenticated reports tell of daylight holdups and robberles
of bakeryshops and bakerycarts, & thing formerly unheard
of in our law-abiding counmtry. BFPut then starvation too was
formerly unheard of,

According to the best infarmation available therse
ies actual famine in the big cities, Clothing and especially
woolen or flannel underwesar is also very scarce, Clothes
worn-out, or seiged by the Germens, cannot be replaced,
and so the ma jority of the people, whether at home or out-
of-doors are ill-equipped to stand the rigours of the win-
terclimate. Hlankets have been looted by the Cermans in vast
numbers, Besides lack of food and clothing there 1s also an
acute lack of fuel. ¥o wood or coml is avallable for private
use s8¢ that there is no way of heating even one room to liwe
in or of warming up or cooking the meagre supply of food one
gucceeds in getting., Seyss Inquart in his speech mentioned
above, sharply urit.iniuu the Fetherlands police for not
preventing more effectively the cutting down of trees in
public parks and gardens by people in need of fuel, As
moreover the gaoworks have been stopped, &end such electrie
power stations - as are still working on meagre coal rations -
only may supply electricity to German buildinge and concerns,
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the people have to remain in the dark from sunset to sunrise.
The absence of coal has still another effect, and that is that
gradually there is no fuel available for the electric pump-
installations which keep a large portion of the country from
becoming inundated, If the worst comes to the worst in this
respeoct, over 50 percent of NHorth Western liolland (that is
to say of the provinces of Horth Holland, South Holland and
Utrecht) including considerable partions of Amsterdam and of
Rotterdam will be flooded, It is in this conmection also
that a very real danger exists with respect to the drinking
water in the large centers, If, due to the stopping or
flooding of the waterworks end sewerage system, drinking water
is no longer dependable, it will be impossible to avoid disease
and epidemics, Already the spreading in an alarming way of
dyphteria and typhoid Tever ie announced from Amsterdam, An
inerease of disease is mlso caused by the absence of soap,
which hasz not been svailabls now for meny months, and the
consequent impossibility to keep clean; vermin and skin
diseases are prevalent as never before during the occupation,

Hunger, cold, darkness, dirt, disesse and floods,
Is it any wonder that Seyss Inquart with unparaslleled cyniclsm
ironically wished the people of the Netherlands good luck this
year, "for otherwise the situation which today is character-
iged by hunger, cold and misery, might unexpectedly grow into
a catastrophe” .... 1

All this is sppelling, but to make matters infinite-
1y worse the Germans have officially called up all men between
the ages of 17 and 40 (born between the years 19505 and 19528)
to work im Germany, Those who do nmot voluntarily come to the
registration offices are liable to the death penalty if they
are ceughtj so are all people helping or harboring them,



Extensive raszias are organised in the cities and in the
villages, Streets are cordoned off and manhunts carried out,
In Retterdam, ¢.g., the Germans succeeded in one week in
netting approximately 54.000 men; in the Hague, Haarlem,
Utrecht and other towns many more thousands were caught and
sent off to work, for the most part in Germany, The trans-
portation of these men and boys takes place under ghastly
conditions; in an attempt to demoralise the victims, they
often are made to march long distances without food or
pause (from Rotterdam to Utrecht for instance, which is
about 40 miles) and are then herded into cattle cars and ;
shipped off without enough food or clothing te last for the
long journey, Seyss Inquart in "explaining” this deporta-
tion of labor to the Netherlands people in his recent broad-
cast said: "In this most total of all wars everything that
can in a way be used must be considered as important for the
war and 1ts interests”,

What this hunt for slave labor really means to the
population of the Netherlands will be realised if one knows
that before this latest measure im respect of all men between
17 and 40, between four and five humdred thousand workers
had already been deported to Germany from the Wetherlands,
Conditions, as is well known, in most of the labour camps
in Germany are extremely bad, both from a physical and moral
point of view. Death both from ill-treatment and meglect and
from being exposed to the Allied bombing of German war factor-
ies have been widespread, The Netherlands Government and the
resistance movement in Helland are doing everything in their
power to dissuade the men themselves from registering and
to prevent @overmment officisls and business men from collabor-
ating, for whatever motive, with the Germans with regard to
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these deportations, The response to the German callup has bean
insignificant so far, but if in some isolated cases the apathy
of the victims, due in large part to lack of adequate food and
shelter, should be too great to be overcome, and if, lured by
promises of plentiful food, these men now should prefer going
to Germany voluntarily rather than risking further starvation
in Holland, it would hardly be surprising.

As is undoubtedly already known, the enemy dwring the
period of occcupation have so far killed some 150,000 Nether-
lands citizens of which 120,000 Jews who, according to rellabls
information, have been dsported to and destroyed in Poland,

It is superfluous here to mention the atrocities which have
bteen committed by the Germans both in the concentration camps
(the camp at Vught alone accounted for 13,000 killings) and
prisons elsewhere, but with every day that passes more
atrocities are committed and more innocent victims added to
the total numbex.

From the foregoing only one conclusion can be dramn
and that is that the people in North Western Holland are facing
physical destruction., It probably is not too late yet to save
a considerable portion of them, but in & few months time it
will undoubtedly be out of the gquestion.

We have before us tha picture of an industrious and
cultured people with a long and not inglorious history, going
to their doom, Without stressing the humanitarian side of this
matter I wish to put the question whether it is in the interest
of the world in general, and of Western civiligation and of
Western Europe in particular, that this nation be orippled and
partly annihilated, And it is perhaps useful to stress thia
point: although the North-Western part of the Netherlands com
prises only sbout one third of the country's total area and
one half of its population, yet this part has always been -
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and still is, politically and economically speaking, the neart
of the country, That country obviously has a definite political,
sooial, cultural and economic role to fulfill on the Western
fringe of the European continentj from the point of view of
international peace and tranquility, any void created there
would be sure to have undesirable consequences for others in-
terested in that part of Burope, It is, that goes without say-
ing, necessary that this war be won, but I assert that it 1is
not necessary for winning the war that conditions are allowed
to spread and develop, whatever duties our ruthless enemy may
have to provide for the feeding of the population of the North
Western part of the Netherlands, which will inevitably result
in its total or pertial ruin amd extinction, On the contrary,
1t is precisely because there is no need to sacrifice these
unfortunate people that help should be brought te them with-
out delay.It is now the duty of the Fetherlands Government to
ask for urgent military action for the purpose of driving the
Germans out of Hollamd, They feel that this is a reasonable
and necessary request, and they would be grateful for an assur-
ance that nothing will be left undone to this end, Should,
contrary to the hopes of the Netherlande Government, immediate
military help be out of the question, them immediate relief
in the form either of mass evacuation oF in that of food,
elothing, fuel and medical supplies is an imperative necessity.
May I end by sending you and Mrs,Roosevelt my affect-
ionate regards,

WILHELMINA



Ny dear Queen ¥Wilhelmina:

Your delightful telegram came last Saturday
Just as Juliana was spending Sunday with us ia the
White House. tomﬂu!mdhthmcndm
flying vieit to a 1ittle plece of the herlands
and I wish I ocoulld have been with you to see even
that small portion,

I have been do everything I oould on the
food situation and will

olties. Most unfortunately we have Iin:r

rather serious food shortage over here they are
trying to use the situation for political ses.
But I think the will understand that 1% 1s

not a serious ma for us yet and that we can live
up to the plans whioh we are making with the British,



It muet be an absolutely safe date.

Take care of yourself and be sure to let me
know Af there 1s anything I can do.

¥ith wvara greetings from us both,
Always sinocerely yours,
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L The White Frousze
Washington

1T WN CO 35 Via RCA

LITTLEWICKGREENMAS  MARCH 17, 1945

-

THE PRESIDENT:
WASHINGTON, D.C.

| oFFER YOou AND MRS ROOSEVELT MY SINCEREST CONGRATULATIONS ON THE
OCCASION OF YOUR FORTIETH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. | WISH YOU MANY

HAPPY RETURNS OF THIS DAY,

WILHELMINA R,



\

3

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 23, 1345
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESILENT

Bubject: Reply Lo Aubassador Hornbeck
for Signature.

I enclocse, 88 requested in your memorandum of
March 16, @ reply for your signature to the letter
dated February 21, 1945 from Ir. Stanley K. Hornbeck,

Americen fmbassador near the Netherlands Government,

Qi il 727

Acting Secretsry

London.

Enclosure:

Letter to Ambassador
Hornbeck for Lle
President's signature.



March 7, 1945
MEMOKANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Letter from Awbsssador Hornbeck.

I enclose for your informetion a letter addressed
to you, dated February 21, 1945, from Dr. Btanley K.
Hornbeck, American Ambassador near the Netherlands
Government, London. The Ambassador urges ihat at this
time the maximum considerateness be extended by the
personnel of the Allied governments in their contacts
with Netherlends' officials and that some means be
found for delivering food now to the people of the
occupied part of the Netherlands.

joerrH 0. GREW

Acting Secretary

Enclosure:

As stated.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 18, 1946,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY

FOR MY SIGHATURE,
F.D.R.

Fyf e TN T - _.flr-f‘-rf"



near the Netherlende Government

London, February 21, 1945.

Dear Mr. Prealdent:
I.

In my contacts thus far with officlals of the
Metherlands Government I have encountered eeveral
who seem weary, perplexed, apprehensive, burdened
with a paychosis of frustration and--in greater or
lees degree--susplcioning resentment. Hegarding some
of them, there come to me reports that in their deal-
inga with opposite numbers in the allled governments
they are importunste to & degree which creates irrita-
tion and impatience. There are emong them, however,
more than a few who seem celm, cheerful, optimistle,
end who are in theilr ¢ontacte effectively urbane.

The long and the short of the matter 1es that
these offlclale ere representing and are worklng on
behalf of a country which 1s emell, is being weekened,
end is--with warrant--terribly concerned about 1its
future; and they ere deeling constently wlth officliale
of three countries (in particuler) which are large,

are
The Preeident,
The White House.




e ———

D

are powerful, and are precccupied with the problem
of defeating common enemiee and laying foundatlions
for relationships of peece and security in the post-
war world.

Some of the probleme with which these Netherlands
officlals are confronted are of vital importance to
them and are of & nature whieh can bte given more sympa-
thetlc coneideration by the Government and the people
of the United Statea than by thoee of any other country.
The greateet and most immediately pressing of those
problems is that of survival--first of thelr people,
second of thelr country. There ig & very real questlon
today whether many of thelr people--especlelly those
who live in western Holland and those who heve been
taken by the Germens for elsve lebor--may not ln the
course of the next six months die of starvetion, neglect
or abuse; a question whether still more of them will no%
have become so worn down that they can never fully
{(1.e., both phyelecally and peychologlicelly) recover;

e question how far the stamina of the nation 1s belng
permenently impeired; a queetion what will be the polit-
1cal structure of the metropolitan area and of the
empire when conditions of peace have taken the place of
conditions of war; and, finelly, a question what will
be the standing, the contribution and the influence of
the Netherlande in internstional relations in the post-

war world.
These
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Theae offleials and their people are looking to
the Government and the people of the United States for
f kind end s degree of coneideration and helpfulness
greater than they hope or expect to receive from the
governments end peoples of eny other countries. They
are not agking for charity. They do plead for oppor-
tunity. They want to be able to buy--at the earliest
poseible moment. They eling to a concept of independ-
ence which makes them resentful of the fact that 1in
reality they are dependent upon and have to accept the
dictates of thelr greater and more powerful alllea.

Nowhere is there greater call, 1t seems to me, in
the rfleld of our relstions with other countrieas, for
patience, tolerance, forbearance, glving of materlal
aeslstance and the whole content of the sourse of good
neighborliness, on the part of the United States, than
in our relations with these hard-pressed Netherlanders;
nowhere a greater call--not even in our relations wlth
the Chinese.

| II.

One of the things that these offleclals most crave
18 that in matters of speciel concern to thelr country
they be consulted, that in mattere of common concern
they be taken into the confidence of thelr alllee, that
as a government they be given full opportunity to exprees

their views, advance their olesims, end meke thelr country's
commlitments
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commltmenta on an 'in council' beele. . The more it may
be found poselble for the people and the governmentes
of the greater powere to accord them and thelr views
end thelr representations sympathetlie conslderation,
the easler 1t will be to reconclle them to decisions
which run eounter to their desirees and to elicit from
them the fullest cooperation of which they are capable.
4 I1I.

Moet important, however, today, of all the problems
that confront them and that relate to them, 1s the prob-
lem of getting food to thelr pecple., At thie moment
gtarvation etares the population of western Holland,
including The Hague, squerely in the fece. Unless food
can be sent into that ares not only soon but more than
goon, there can be no telling how meny innocent and

worth while people may be loet to Holland and to the

world--g development which, were it to oceur, weould lay
the major powers open to & verlety of charges by hostlle
eritice in days to come,

It ia not for me to attempt to assess what may be
the conditione of need in Frence and in Belgium; but on
the bagls of such informetion ae I have, 1t does not
eppeer thet the people of elther of those countrlee are
eritically short of food, and it does appear that neither
of them has suffered ss have the Dutch or hes in prospect

such further sufferings as have the Duteh., What may be
the
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the eituations in Italy and in Norway ere matters
for conelderation in some other context., Whatever
may be the needs claewhere, in western Holland the
Duteh ere now confronted with conditions of desperste
need.

Iv.

There are, I well know and understand, considera-
tions of policy, considerations of military strategy,
problems of relative advantages in allocation of short
suppliee and in use of shipping space, etc., etec.
Againet the background of these considerationes, 1t 1la
easlly possible to bellieve and tec affirm that dellvery
of food to the population of unliberated Holland at
the present tlme or in the near future is "impossible'.
That conclusion, however, can only derive from premises
expreselve of man-made declsiona. There 1s food, there
are ships, there are alrplanes, there are armed forces.
There 18 one poselble procedure at leasgt--and there are
perhaps others--by which food gould be gotten into |
Heolland., Owver and over during the recent years of war
there hee been achleved not only the possible but mlso
the "imposseible”, In regard to each and to both of
these there have had to be made athighest levels cholces

a8 between competing claims and objectives. The situation

ie I
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le changing constantly and declelons made at given
momente come in for review from time to time as changes
occur. It would be inappropriste for me to attempt to
suggest et what point or in what manner a review should
be made of declsions of strategy, whether military or
political or both. It is my function to bring to your
attentlon facte and to inform you regarding whet seem
to me to be poselbllities, These two things I have
attempted to do in this letter.

Y.

Recapitulating:

There would seem to be speclal need at this time
for the maximum of considerateness on the part of the
personnel of the allled governments in their contacts
with and their handling of the Dutch; Holland 1s in
danger of being submerged (in more waye than one); the
Dutch nation, smell in numbers at best, is in danger
of belng decimated; that situation poses a problem and
presents a challenge to the good will, the capacity
and the ingenuity of the whole community of the Unlited

Netions.

Yours respectfully,

Eili::;u1 <. P‘f?j:&tj!ﬁ

N
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March 24, 1945

Dear Hornbeok:

I am glad to have your letter of February 21,
1945, setting forth the desperate need for large
scale relief in the oeccupled area of the Nether-
lands. Your personal appralsal of the situation
is most helpful.

Very sincerely yours,

FRARKLIN D, ROOSEVEL"

The Honorable
Stanley K. Hornbeck,
American Ambassador,
Near the Netherlands Government,
Care of American Epbassy,
London
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(Copy)

Stornoway
Rockeliffe Park
Ottawa
March 25th '45

Dear Mrs., Roosevelt,

I wanted to thank you once more so much for the lovely week-
end with yourself and the President. It is an awful idea that it was
in the nature of a good-bye visit, but then, good-byes don't really
exist anymore in this small world, especially when one has become
of the migrating type of humans, And also, please don't forget the
standing invitation to come and stay -- or is it camp? -- with us
in Helland.....

Mother just came back from her first visit to Holland, she
describes it as an indescribably beautiful experience.

The news is certainly thrillingly heartening, and one hates to
get out of hearing distance of a radio set,

I did so appreciate to be on the spot at your 40th wedding
anniversary, and I loved to be able to come and see you and I'm

very very grateful for your hospitality and the lovely stay.

With much love
Yours affectionately

(Signed) Juliana
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 9, 1345
MEMORANDUM FOR TH® PRESIDENT
Subject: Food Situation in the Netherlands

Feference is made to Mr. Hasseit's memorandum
dated April 4, 1945 recuesting & report for you on the
status of measures to bring relief to the civilian pop-
ulation of the ccecupied portion of the Netherlands.

The food situation in that erea had reached a
state of serious deterioration by November 1944. In-
oguiry was made of General Eisenhower whether he would
object from the military point of view to shipments
of relief supplies to occupied Holland. He replied
that he had no objection and, moreover, indicated the
desirability of such shipments. Since December ap-
proximately 20,000 tons of relief foodstuffs and med-
icines have been forwarded. The greater part of sup-
plies thus far sent have been of Swedish origin.

The Departzent of State and the Foreign Economic
Administration recently approved, after further clear-
ance with SHAEF, a British proposal to make further
and continued shipments to oceupied Holland of relief
gupplies up to 5,000 tons weekly. Initial shipments
will be mede from food stockpiles in the United King-
dom.

At the time the report by the delegates of the
Internztional Red Cross Committee was made, it is '
believed that distribution of the initial shioments
from Sweden had not begun. These shipments plus the
further shipments recently authorized should serve
materially to alleviate conditiong in that ar f
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