


Pebru.ry 7, 1944. 

Dear Bernhar d • 

E• er eo ~ t banka t or your tel ecr AA 

on sy bir thday . My •tlu• waa autt1c1ently 

better ~ let ae co to my bir t hday par~y. I 

do lwpe a ll coea well a 1tb you. Do C1Ya ay wa ra 

r ecardo to your Yother . 

AI ••er youra , 

H. R. K. 
Prince l>.rnhard ot the lletnorlando 

77 Chalt~r ~quare, s .• . l ' 
Lonaon , 

~lat.<. . 
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1wN AB 16 VIA RCA 

THE PRESIDENT; 

~l.z , I t'• 

1+•·: s~ 
J,N 26 8 25 PI'\ 1914 

LONDON 1140A JAN 26 1944 

SI NCEREST CONGRATULATIONS AND ALL VERY BEST WISHES ON YOUR 

BIRTHDAY 

BERNHARD 

• 
• 
• 

\ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASH INGTON 

February 21 , 1944. 

HE!~Of!ANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSQN : 

Referring to our recent conversation concerning 
the projected trip of H.R.H. Princess Jul iana or the 
Netherlands to CuraQao I have upon your instructione 
taken up the matter or a f light escort with Major 
General Gi les, U.S. A. A. F. General Giles referred me 
to Bri gadier General Larry Kuter, who said that he 
would give instructions for a tighter escort tor 
Princess Juliana !rom Miami to Cura9ao and return. 

I have informed the Nether l ands Embassy to this 
effect and the Embassy has expressed its appreciation. 

·;rd.Yu< 



/ DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DlVI.tON CW PROTOCOL 

February 1&, 
1944 

MEMOJW!!!!)! !Q GE!lERAL WATSQN: 

Don't bother to read the 

attaohed memorandum lt you don 't 

vant to -but I have vr l tten lt 

and, by God, you're golng to 

get lt. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE(_ M.~~ L \-. 
WASHINGTON -iv,' e\' _b., 

Februa.J;' , 1944. '.I\ & 

NEMORANMI IQ. GEN£ML WATSON 

Confirming ay oonver1ation With you yesterday on the propoaed trip of H, R, H, Princees Juliana ot the letherlandl to aura9a0, the Embaaay baa submitted the following achedule: 

J'ebruiU'y 2:1 

February 24 

March 

March 

March o or & 

Arrive Nev York, La Guardia field , 
by plane from Montreal, 

Leave New York via Atlantic Coa1t Line 
or Seaboard Rallvay tor MiaJD1 

Arri•e Miami 

Leave Miaai tor Cura9ao by ~.L .M, plane 

Leave Cura9a0 by I , L,M, plane tor Miami 

Arrive Miei 

Leave Miami tor Nev York by train, 
The party conei1t1 or t he tollovlngl H, R, H, Prin­oeal Juliana, Mr, and Mr1, van Tete, and Captain Salink, 

Kr, van Rhl.Jn and Mr. J'ten, Special Agenta, 

Upon the flight ot Prtnoeee Juliana from Miami 
to Surinam laet November, her plane wae escorted by 
United Statal Military planes an~ the Embneey hal inquired whether a et*ilar arrangement can be made tor the flight 
Miaai - Cura9ao and return, 

Ott the record, I am told that the Queen 1naiete upon thl a ~d ~~ told Prinoa11 Juliana that ehe may not go Without e1oort, 

9 
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TH« •cet~~nA~~tv Of'.,,.,.. 
WA._.,_, D.C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

February 28, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR OE~IERAL WATSON 

Referring to the visit of Crown Princess Juliann of 

the Netherlands to Cura98o and the fighter plane esoort 
arranged upon your inst ructions, it now develops that 

Princess Juliana has accepted invi tations from 

President Medina and General TruJillo to visit Venezuela 
and the Dominican Republ ic upon her departure from Cura9ao . 

I believe that the visit to Venezuela is scheduled tor 
March 3, where ehe will remain for one day , and her vi sit 

t o the Dominican Republic is scheduled for March 5, atter 
which she will return to Miami . 

The Department considers that it would be inadvisable 

for the fighter escort to go along from Cura 9ao to 

Venezuela and to the Dominican Republic so if the President 
baa no objection I shall apprise General Arnold of these 

new developments and reques t that arrangements be made for 

the tighter escort to omit Venezuela and the Dominican 
Republic on Princess Juliana's return trip from Cura9ao 

to the United States . 



FROU-AUBASSADOR BIDDLE 
FOR PRES IDEtlT ROOSEVELT 
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GUEST'S DEPARTURE STILL HELD UP BY nCATHER 

D I STR I BUTI O !~ 

PiA~ • ACT I ON 
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Till PIIIIDDIT 

TIE IlliTE MOUSE IASMDC 

MANY TIIAIU FOR YOUR 1111 TILIWII STOP I All SO C:UD TO IIIAI 

THAT IllS ltOSIVELT liAS DIJOYII Jill VISIT STOP I SIICIIILY IIOPI 

TOU lAVE IIITI IICOVIIID flail YOUR IICIIIT INIISPOSITICII STOP 

IIY IDT GDTIIC:S TO YOU IOTII 

IILLIIUIIU 
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y THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

3 Hay 1944 

HEMOIV.NDUM FOR: 

The Secretary of the Treasury 
The following me s sage trom the President was received in the White House Map Room th1e date : 
"From the Preeident for Secretary Morgenthau. 
"Replying to your menage of Hay 2nd, para­graph 4, please take no action until we have an opportunity to talk over tbe problem. 
"I am inclined to believe that granting a loan to Holland on good security in tbis country to be used tor purchase in America or reconstruc­tion materials would not establiab an undesirable precedent . 

"American industry ln tbe poet-war period may probably need all the foreign orders that can be safely accepted ln order to benefit employment and diepcee or eurpluaee. 

"From information now available to me it appears that the implied threat can be ignored, 
"I n view ot tbe above, I should like to have ua both give further consideration to the matter presented 1n your message and also talk v1tb State.• 

Reepect tully, 

(11gned) Chester C. Wood 

CHESTER C, WOOD , 
Captain, u.s. Navy Assistant Naval Aide to tbe Pre1ident. 
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a1a7 eo, 1e... 
Dear .1'1111anaa-

I ba·n no' Wl'lUen :rena t or a lone U11e t or, u 
:rou probabl7 know, I ba•e been 1n 'he Soath t or OYer a 
aonth sen1nc oftr wba' ~m• 011' ' o ban been a •o"' ot 
broaohlal pne• onla dul'lnc ~ 'ftnhr. 

I u woadel'lnc auob u ou' wbat pla na FOil ban 
aa4e tor :rour .. l t a nd the ohlldren dur1ns 'he s-er, aa4 
1t 7011 ban deo14ed on a plaoe ~ SO• M&Mbe t old ae the 
other daF the' 7ou "" tblnkt ns of the ooad ot ••• 
l:1181aa4. 

1 know bow bard U h t o s•' boua .. t or thla 
._," and 1 true' ~' FOil will le' •• know 1t 1 oaa 
help 1D aa:r •a:r beoaua I lulow tbet ooad •er:r .. u. 

Eleanor and 1 ba'l'e a oottase (ln tao,, 'wo of 
~) at Oaapoballo leland, 1. B., wlllob 1e abon ho 
allae aoroee the Ba:r tro. l:a•'POI" ll&be. l:oa so there 
tro. Moab'eal -- a 111cbt tl'lp ~ st Alldre .. , 1. B. , aDd 
thea t-'aen •U•• b7 bod ~ the laland. 

Our bouae 1a qu1 ta laii'Se enoUBh t or 7011 a1ld the 
ohlldren and •••erel peah t or there a re1 a• :t r --ber 
1 '• 'wo e1 't1ns rooa•, a d1nlng rooa, a su• 7 rooa a nd two 
uall bedi'Ooaa on the sround n oor . Up• '-lre there are 
aboat etz or ..... aa ••tere' I'OOIU. In aDF neat 1t :roa 
ba'l'e aDF p .. te or eztre people tbe7 oolll.d lln in what 
•• Q Mother• a boiUa wbl.oh 1e nez' door. her:rtb1nc 1a 
ertr.al7 alllple aDd 'b• ollllde 1e reall7 lo..,.lF -
n•••r bot. 

•• are not uatnc e1 tber ot tbe h . .,.... thle 
e-r and U h the kind ot a looaUon, with •er:r tn 
aetpbore, wbere 1 t woald be reall7 lllpoeetble to rent 
the boaaee. fberetore, 'h'7 are 70111'e ' o _,.,7, aa4 
'beoaiiM " are botb Dlltob, the ,.11'11, woald be eztr•••i:r 
et.ple - DO rent! .U tboup n bad a4eqaate llnea 1n 
~and kl~bea •'-11• and table.re, u 11 alwe.:re 



po .. lbll ~t tOM kind tl'lende _, ban etoltn dtllftblt arUol11 dlll'l"'J 'he paet two Jl&l'll Iou oan alwa71 tlll ln &ft7 ... u Ullnc• ~t are allalac and rou oan ret tb .. ln lt. Andrewe, 1, a., dutr tree, or ln Eae'Port, Malne, parlnc a •Uih" dutr when rou take th .. lnto Canada. 

The hland 11 rtallJ lo'fll7 and I and all 1117 ohlldren were brousbt up there ln tbl a-ere. 

boat 
boat 
Ull, 

17 ~· n7, the ea1l1ftl ie rran4 and in the houee at the toot ot the place I han a -.11 1&11 
which, ot oouree, I ehould be dellghted to haYe rou Iolf1 would han ~o blre eoae looal boa taan. 

nnall7, JO\l would ha•• t o b&•• one •n on tM plaoe to out the 11"&11 around the houee and to I'Wl \be lUtle enclne Which pu.pe the •ter lnto both hou111 out ot tbe Will. 

It r ou b&Ye decided on nothlnc 1111 and would oare t o tblnk ot th11, fet Mr. fan tete to l'llft down and look U OYII' tor 70u. ebould, of oouree, be awtull7 b&ppJ lt fOil would Ule the bOUII or bOUIII wh1oh o~erw111 will be enUr1l7 unoooup1ed. 

lbat do 70U bear troa fOUl' Mother and lePnhard' I ••t. ot oour11, sreat17 worr114 bJ her n&J'I'Ow eeoape tra. "'e bOIIblnc. 

Otherwiee thlnge ., .. to be ao1ng talrl7 well and we hope to haYI eoae newe eoon. 

all lOOn. 
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THI: WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June?, 1944 , 

MEMCI\ANDUM FOR THE PILES : 

The Preo1dent directed ce to call 

Kon. Je•ee Jones and aa~ h1 to hold up 

th1a Netherland• loan untll t~A Secretary 

ot the Treaeur·y and the Under Secretary 

ot State had a chance to hold a conter·enoe 

on thlt llllltter , 

OOT 



THil WHIT& HOUIIl 

WAIHING TON 

: kLYVtt Cold tho Secrf.tt&r, of tne 

frt~asur; , •s d1r ec t.. tid , that. )IOU SUt..besteo 

tr-.. t r.e c.r.c.. »~cr~te.r, "t~tti.J.l.US strait hter .. 

o...:t this .wttur. He wot.c..er a 11 i'OU Ylould be 

w.Lllln,. to ask j esst:t vones to hola Ut> this 

loar. 1....;_.t1.1. th.~-., hava h.ad &. ci~uace- ta cot.fer? 

cCT 



TH ~ W HITE HOUS& 

WASHINGTON 

June 6, 1944 

The tiecretury of the Treuaury tele­
phonell to suy tr.a.t the Treusury Lloparu.cnt 
••• r.ot in sr=pathy 'ltb the loun from the 
Coverruo<nt being :ade tO thfl l;ett.erl6nds 
liover:.~cnt . ~.1nthrop Aldr~,_., ln to 
soc tt•e Secretory of the Trcusury today 6ntl 
nld thut tr.e Chese !>an" and other b<oru<s 
.. ere •1111ng to lend the oonPy to the 
llethcrl~nds Government uno tht Secret~<ry 
feels 1t shoulc be done this ~•Y ruther 
than by the Uoverrunent . 

GGT 
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'::t doer l:r . Proo1dent. : 

I n.!er t.o your ... _.andwo ot k&y .:> , 1£44 tor 
U\o S.cNt.ary or tho 1reaoury nth r ••:ard t.o tho r ro­
poood crod1t to tho llethcrlomo Gov.tm .. nt and t.o tho 
le v..er Which tho Socretary ot Co~rr~eree addressed to u 
un~er date ot April 22 , 1944 &lXI ito oncloeuro With 
re&&f'd t.o t.be a&oe tatter. ror :rOW" conV1!'nienee T 
att.ch copt.e:a or t.hoee do.:u.a::nt-4. !" have noted that. 
in Uw rewor~dua for the .Acret..o.ry or the "!'reasury 
yo!J O'Cpreesed int.er ost in th~ view~ of \J'IO l)epo.rti!IOn~ 
of St.ato uith rc;:al'<l to the cre<lit. 

H 1o tho view of U,o OOp&rb>e1.t or Stote that 
th• frO~SM cr•Ht would be d•oirabl e 1! oatis!act.ory 
arran~Jements can bo m.de 111 t.h re~ard to the collat.onl 
""1ch do not involve action by the Un\ted States 
Govom•nt t.o mke legall,__v effective in t.h!ll COWltry 
t.h• r·othorlanda royal decr<Ma of .iay 24, 1940 and 'A¥ 7 , 
l.J42 1n eo :ar u they concem tile vt~st.ir1 • in t'­
tleth.-rl.ands 11ovtmmnt or t.itJ.e t.o thu 1ollar securities 
1n thia country r rivately o.,.,od by rootlonts ot the 
Not.hot'la.nds . It ehCJJld be not.od , howovor, that. tl\ia 
Oop&rt:>ent is rropared to carti!y under Soctioo 25(b) 
ot U. FIMeral Ha••rve Ac~ tho autborit,y of U\e l'oth•~ 
l.ancla JiOTeJ"'nMnt. t.o d.!BpOSO Of the fal)ld ot the lfe"ftr­
landtoho Bank under oartark 1n this eouMry, 1! the 
netht rlande l'lovornl'l'!tnt issuetl a decree veet.in~ the aol~ 
whioh iD oatiofao~ory to tho 'le!>l r'-nt or State. It 
ia a.,Y Undlrstandin r t.hi t t.he .t'tt..h.rlarrtl Oov~rnmn t 1a 
n~ c1V1n& cons1derat1on '!.o the iasu.ance or sueh a 
de::ret. 

Once 

'Ow .rhi tA ~r~t.ae . 



-2-

Ooce the JfetherlMdS Oovenll!W'!nt ia re-eatabliGhed 
in the 110thcr land3 it GilOU.l<f be p0881ble r or that 
govcmroo.nt to iaplernent the vesting ot' pr ive tel;y- owned 
rlollar securities without the necessity or action by 
thi.& Govern::ient to JM.ke the t:ethe:rl{lll(i.s riecrces l ogally 
effective in thB llni,.tod States . trrov!<rlin't t.he measures 
oonUoned above with r espect to the gold of tlle 
t!odcrlandsche Bank a.re tAken, tile poss ibility could 
be explored of Elf\ arran.se~nt whereby soce of this !!Old 
My b9 u:s:&d as int.or il:a colin teral which could a.lbe.e ­
quently be released a gainst dol l ar securities turned 
over by the •·et.herlands Oovdrnment. 1hO posslbillty 
could also 00 8:"CjJ1.o:-.J"l of pr i vate participation in the 
credit at. t.h ' s l.A •.er phase of t.he a.rron genent. 

faithf ully yrur5 1 

1•1 :mo!:T.L urn. 

l . J..e t t.er !'rom secretary 
of .;orcor co 1 dated Apr ll 22, 
1944 . 

2 . E.'TlClOOure acoocpanying above 
{let-ter frOQ .. ctherlanis 
'~iniat.er or i''insnce) . 

3. W'n1 te House 1)9morardu m 
dated ,uy 3 , 1944. 



p 
y 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

THE SECRETARX OF' COMMERCE 

WASHINGTON 

Apr1l 22, 1944 

Enclosed herewith copy of le t ter received from Mr. Van Den Broek, the Netherlands Mlnlster of Finance . 
Mr. Van Den Break apoke t o me about this l oan some seven mo nths ago, and, after a conference with the Presi dent I told the Minister that I thought we would be able to grant the loan provided it wee on a strictly secured and bus1neaa basts . 
The RFC i a authori zed by law t o make loans of this char­acter when properly secured by investments in t his country. You will recall t hat we made a loan t o Great Britain and Northern Ireland tor t426, 000,000, secured in this manner, end it is working out very satisfactorily. The Netherlands want to be in a position now t o plaoe order s for reccnstruo tion materi als that will enable industry to go i mmediately i nto auch wo r t when production tor war eases up. 

The Netherlands want to repay the money over s period of 15 years, wi th interest at 3~, and are wil ling 1f we wish, to have the loan transferred to a so-called International Bank, 1f and when one ia ready ror business, or to private investors. 

The Netherlands is a rich government, amply able to repay it s obligations. They will need assistance as will other overrun countriea, and should be generally helpful in the reconstruction period. 

My own view is that the loan should be authorized now by the RFC, under conditions that the mo ney be spent in this country and that any order s pl aced by the Netherlands be first checked with the RFC and VPB. 

Pleaae l e t me hava your v1ewa. 

Honorable Cordell Hull 
Secret•ry or State 
Washin&ton, D. O. 

Sincerely yours, 

/a/ Jesse H. Jonea 

Secretary or Commerce 
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""'n!nl'l NANOIEN 

PI NNl:RS HALL 

(R01al Ne~herlandt Treasury ) 
Tel: LONdon Vall 2027 

~4843 

Tbe Honorable Jeeee Joneo , 
Secretary ot Co:cerce, 
Lata11tte BU1ldlng, 
Washington , D. 0 . 

Dear Mr. Jonea: 

Gr. Winchester Street 

London, E.C. 2. 

Shortly after returning to England ln September 1943 I wae 
informed ~bat the plane tor the granting ot a loan to the Nether ­
l ende Government by the R.F.C. could not, at l eaet ror the time 
being, ~aterlali ze. I need not tell you how dloappo i nted I was 
to hear th!o and I ~ writing you beeauoe I know thet the och~e 

to borrov at preaent a certain aum or money againat collateral 
waa oonaldered by you to be bUJ1neeel1ke and eound. 

Ae you are tull y aware, my Government hae 10 tar paid its 
own expensee during the war and it still prerera, ao long ao it 

can poaa1bly manage to do eo, to continue that policy . I aa con­

vinced that international banking c1rcleo eono1der the credit ot 
Holland to be or a very hlgb order ana thoro i e not tho alightoet 
doubt that private bankl in t he U.S.A., it they wore allowed to 

do ao , would gladly lend cone1 to the Netherland• agalnot certain 
guarantees. Hove• er . at present rour Oo•e~ent 4oea not pero1t 
t hem to gran~ loano t o rore1gn oountriee. 

The reaaon why 1 di d not eucceed 1n entering into an agree­
a>ent w1th the RFC, although you, Mr. Cordell Hull and many otbero 
ve~e 1n favour ot i t, was, I bel1eve, tn.t the U. S. !reaaurr was 
of op1n1on that the traneactlon was zore or lese premature, p~ 

tioularly ao beoauae t he Treasury waa preparing , and at that t!a>e 
olready dlocuae1ng, plane t or an International Btabili<at1on Fund 
and an International Bank tor Reconotruotton. I told you on 
•••oral oeoa110n1 that, 1n tho event of the R.Y.C. ~ediatel1 
gr anting a loan, ~1 Go• ern=ent would be quite willing and pre­
pared at the proper mo=ent, to transfer euch a loan to the planned 
International Bank once eucn a bank bee been eotabl1ahed. Aloo 
you know that I wan ted to be 1n a pooit1on ~o ha•e at my 41epoaal 

certain tundo 1n the U.S. 1n order to be able to enter into 
negot1at1ono w1tb •arioue producer• 1n your eountrr in connecti on 
with poe t - war problese . 

Six montbe have elepoed oinco we dleousaed thlo matter and 
I would like to reopen thio queot1on. 



- 2 -

An International Stabilization FUnd has been dieouseed, but although some arr angement may be reached in t he ,near future , it will oertainly take a considerable time before anything l ike the originally contemplated echeme can be expected to materialize. 
Negotiations and di eousaiona regarding a Bank for Reconstruc­tion still have to be started and I am afrai d that I am not being very p essimistic 1n eay1ng tha t a lot or water wi ll go down the M1aeiesipp1 bef ore such a bank becomes a reality. What will happen in the meantime? 

In the interes ts or my oou.ntry the Netherlands Government mus t continue with the preparation or poet-war plane and take all possible measures for facilitating and speeding up the recon­etruction of its industries and the re-ea t abliahment or t he economy or the country immediately after ita liberation. We are , t herefore, more or lee• •bl1ge4, 1r we oannot rely upon acquiring cr edits in the U.S.A. , t o find out what we oan do eleewhere. I do not need t o expl ai.n to you what the resUl t wi ll b e. Countri es without, or pr actically without resources, and with a complet ely different and, if I may eay eo, a muoh lower standard of reli­ability and credit than my country , will after t he war approach the U.S. for help and support. ! o avoid unemployment , their requests for ored1 t e will very l i kely be favourably received. We, on the other hand, will in the meantime have entered into negotiations with other countries and the danger exists that in order to help our peopl e in the qui ckest possible way, we will have to r ely upon Br1t 1eh industry exclusively. I t ie even imaginable that populations i n l i berated countries will press upon their Governments to renew undUly soon relat ions with German industry, 1r t hey f eel their All i es cannot help t hem. 
You may well aek youreelf: "Why is van den Broek eo anxious to get credite in America and why does he not lay much more stress on the necessity or getting credits in a country so much nearer to hi s own - England?" Because, Mr. Jonee, I beli eve tha t i t will be eesential that the Netherlands East Indies re- eatabl1eh t heir business relatione with the U.S. sa soon as the Jape are beaten. If we are to be seller s to t he U.S. in the f uture we should also plan now t o be buyers when this can and shoUld be done , namely, i mmediately after the liberation of Holland. 

May I remind you t hat i n 1941 about thr ee hundred million dollars worth ot goode were i mported into the U.S.A. from the Netherland• Eaet Indies, consisting mainly or r ubber, tin, quinine , tobacco and kapok. We vere buying weapon•. 
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I hope you vill understand my reelinga and the frank way in 
whlch I pra1ant Dy probleme to you. Really the ldea or poltooning 
an arrangement to grant credlta to a country like Holland, a 
country that haa eo greatly contributed in the past to the develop­
ment or the U.S. , financially and otherviee, until world wide 
plana have mater1al1ted, doee not, 1n ay oo1n1on, make eenee. 
I ~ writing you thla because the poeaibility of coming to bu11noea 
~ay now be allghtly better than slx month& ago . It th i a 1& eo , 
I woUld gladly pay a ehort visit to Waahi ngton. !ou wlll also 
understand, however , that I should prefer not t o be away from 
England in oaae t here la an invae1on ot ••es tern Europe. When the 
cur tain riaea over the dar kneaa ln vhloh my oompatriote have been 
l1~1ng nov t or almost tour yeere , 1 want to be on the apot, 
beeauoe at that time I propose to do all I can t o aeeiat to t he 
beat or ay ability in the rebuildlng or my country. 

lr there ia a reasonable chance or co=lng to a settlement on 
the linea va have diacuseed . which I consider to be or mutual 
int ereat, and on the understanding that ay ~ove~ent will be pre­
pared to tranarer a loan by R. P.O. to an InternaUonal Bank aa 
soon as thi e ia considered dea irable, will you ki ndly let me know 
by either dr opping me a note or sendi ng ~e a cable? 

Looking forward t o a reply, 

Wi~h kind regar de , 

Sincerely JOUre , 

1•1 J . Van Den Broek 

Ne~herlande Minister or 
Pin,a.noe 



THE st.CRETARJ 01' T!!& TREASIRt 
hohington 

Way 2, 194/, 

Tl:LI'LR.Ill roft Tim P R!Sllltli'l' 1'!01 T!!& 
S!Cii!T Alii OF T!!& 'l'RlASIIIi:T 

I hav~ receiv~d a letter t~ Jease Jone• reeommend1ni LhAt & n~ requo~t of the Dutch Governnent tor s loan or unapec1!1ed amount, eecur~d by invea~cntB in t hio country, ohould be authorlted by RoFo Co The proeeede or ~he loon are to 
be ueed tor pw-chaeea here or reconstruction aateriala •• .:ton • • cira=at.ancee percl.to 

It 1e DJ vionr that this loon would be polHie.Uy unwi•e tor the root of the y .. r t or the tollowi ns r eaeono: 

1 . It conetitvtee a poat.-war c~tce.nt. and prejudj:ea &tl im:port..ant i iiUf> 
"Obich hu not yet boon decided on policy ground• ell~.er by JOW"teli or b7 Con­
il'e••· 

2o To fi1"Mt. t hio loan at t hh time would be an open invitat ion to all tho other covorncento- in-exile and o ther Allies to put In their oppllcotlono for lo.rge loeno dl root fro• the U o So Oover=ent o 

) o Holl..-l 1e on. or tho relaUv~ r .. foreign gove~ento thot. ot t.lle appropriate time ohould hove no ditrleulty borrowlns r,..,.. tho private 1nvtet&ent market at re.aeoMble rat.ea of int.ereat. . I b«lievo we ou.ght t.o be very heeit..ant to give t.ho impreool on that we ore likely to c~poto wi th private inveotmon~ 
~rketa tor loana to good borrowera. 

4o 'nlo Dutch lliniot.er ot !'lnar.ee in a -rordlm aoeoapo.roo1ng the Jon .. letter ot.oteo thet. a ret'uaal by t.he Uo s . to rrant th1o loon will force Hollor.d to enter 1nt.o negot.lat1ono "with other countriea and to rely ~pon Srltloh 1nduotry 
excl usively. The Winlotor further otot eo that ~nl••• the loan le granted, hlo Goverrcont mo,y find It neceooary to roeotablloh relation• lmo:odiately u_pon lib­
eration with Geman lndua~ryo 

I aa oure you "will not like t ho !Joplied t.lu-Mt by t he t\lt.ch llinl.ater &IV 
more t.h&n I do .. 

It you agree, I will advise J•••• Joneo tho~ i n -r opinion the sront1ns or tho loan at ~hia time would be pr ... ~ure and would conotltuto a policy conult­lleot on loana tor poat.-•ar pu.rpo••• to go•r<nv~ent.e-irr--exile that. • e are not. current.ly prepared to ~ndortakeo 
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THII: WHITII: HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

August 10, 1944. 

WU..ORA.NDUl.. ?OR: 

S~CR~TARY OF v~T~ . 

Please l e t me he~• the 

drart or a ropty. 

l' . D. R. 

Let • " ~r~ the "cth-rlrut B ""'"" • r 1 7/ 7/ l 1 

•o • Ra~ ett , ~!':~ osi""'"' 1 - for t e 
or,. ' t ...... ,. "reen .c lhr-1 \rua , 7/1 /II.. 
1.n re r wl! 1 te . 



HEHIERLAHDS EMBASSY 
WASHINOTON t, 0. C. 

No . 5249· 

./ . 

July 27, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Hassett, 

I am enclosing her ewith a personal 
l etter trom Her ~jesty Queen Wilhelmina 
addre ssed to the President ot the United 
States. 

I venture to have reoo\U'se to YO\U' 
kind intermediary "!or the sa"!e deli very o-r 
this l et ter to the President . 

With my antioipat ed t hanks I am, dear 
Mr. Hassett, 

I - - - - ----1/.---
-- ? -

Netherlands Amba ssador • .. 

ll!r. William D. Hassett, The White House 
Wash i .ngton, D. C. 



16th July, 1944. 

~~ ~&!---~ '~ ' 
In addition to my congratulations on the capture of 

Cherbourg I should like to tell you how happy I am about the 

splendid news from New Guinea, such a promising start of the 

freeing of the Netherlands Indies. 

Imnense hopes have been raised in our home country and 

in the Netherlands Indies by the f act of the invasion. You 

know that in spite of all the terror, starvation, looting, 

inundations and increasing German frightfulness \,y countrymen 

have never lost their courage and their determination to 

resist , but now they feel that their liberation is drawing 

near. 

I very much reeret that being kept here by the very 

promising prospects of the invasion 1 shall be denied the 

pleasure of seeing you and Mrs . Roosevelt again and of re­

viving the very happy memories I value so much of my visits 

t o you in the preceding years. 

If in the course of a meeting I could exchange views 

and impressions with you , I would certainly very much like to . 
discuss one or the many aspects or the German problem which 

seems particularly important. It is the question what to do 

-with-

~~-----------------------------------------------------------------------..-



-2-

with the loaders and the members or tr.e Nazi-party. I have 

been reading aaaln your addraaa last year in Ottawa, •here 
inter alia you stated : "lie are making sure - absolutely , 

irrevocably sure - that this ti~e the lesson is driven home to 

thee once and ror all. We ar• toing to be rid or outlaws this 
ti=e ." 

For the countries now occupied the rlnal eradication 

in Germany or the tenets of the Nazi-party and of that party 

itself i s a quution of to be or not to be because no enduring 
peace 1o possible as long as !;ads:~~ continues to exist there . 

So you wil l understand how absolutely I agreo with your words 
and how glad I was to hear Stalin proposes to import German 

manpower for the rebuilding of the devastated regions in 

Russia , because I am sure that he will pick out the Nazis in 

the first place for this work . 

• am convinced that there can be no prospect of any 

real peace if we do not shape things in such a way that these 

people cannot resume their pernicious activities. Various 

measures will no doubt have to be taken in order that Germany 

shal l not break the peace again, but I am convinced that one 

or the~ must be to remove the hisher and lower party-gangster~ 
not only the older-, but also the younger ones and those 

a~ong the Hitler youth. Not every country can neut ral i ze them 

in the way thft Russians propose to do so but I feel very 

strongly that this i s the kind of measure which our sense or 

felt-defence and self- preservation oa~es it necessary to pro­

mote . To contr ol certain branches or German industry is no 

-doubt-
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doubt useful or even nece ssary , but I do not think it is 

enough; the human element, it seems to me , cannot safely be 

left out of account , and I believe we shall have to go much 

further than the narrower gr oup of war- criminals if nazi sm is 

real l y to be obliterated. 

If you cun find time to let me have confident ial l y 

your views on this point , I should be very glad . I r ealise 

that i t is just one of the many thorny subjects we shall have 

to deal with when hostilities end. 

Wi th my best regards to you and my l ove to 

Mrs • Rooseve 1 t 



.. 

l / -·-
DEPARTMENT OF &TATE 

WA8HINQTON 

'urr1 1 .... "•'"' l Cl !\4 

IR«QRANPJDI FOR 'fHij PMSipEN'! 

With reterenoe to your meaorandua of August 10, 

19 .. , the letter fro• Queen V1lhela1na of the Nether­

lands 1e returned herewith, together with a euggeeted 

:&:nolo sure• I 

A1 stated • 
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AU&ua\ 26, 1944. 

IY dear Queea Wilhel-tDaa-

I bave received your l atter of July 161 
1944 and recret th..t II,Y abaeaca h om Waabin&too 
baa delayed a reply. I ahu'e, of covae, yov 
gratl!~cation with the couzae of tbe w4r both 1n 
tile Pec1t1o and oo the coat1nent of IW'Ope and 
hope th:it the day of libflo¥tioo both t or the 
••tnerl.aada and the Jfetherl&ll4a l.Ddlea 1s not 
t u dlatallt. 

YOIU' obeen c>tioaa r oapectill& tbe 
definite e radi cation or \be •aat Par~ 1D Ger8&QJ 
correapaad very clo._ to IIY own vina oo th1a 
aub~ect. It 1a -.y d.W that wbeD tile Allied 
for cea an 1n c01apl e te occupation of QeN~ all 
laadera aa4 active . .. bera of tbe •aai Par~ 
ahould be ella1na ted fro. aQ1 participation 1n 
the acia1AiawaUOD of 0.1'11&111 .ad twb1d4• uq 
political activity wbat~er. I tu1l1 acree 
tba t •• cuaot riak bavi.D& thue •aaia rea~ 
uq or their aetart~a act1v1t7 and I aaau.e 
tha t coe of the pr1nc1pal ob~eota of the 
oocupatloD will be &o root ont the •aat Par\y 
1n a ll ot 1\1 uaifeat&Uc.a • 

.la Y<N a&y lmoW1 the IW'OpeaA .ldViaOI'J 
C.-laa10D 1n LOQ4on 1a 8D£&&ed upon the draftiac 
or IJUI'HIIder Sene tor Gei'IIUV &D4 \be1r IIU.b­
H qu.at uecn&Uoa. l bell"• tba t ~ COIIII1aa1.oa 
baa receDU¥ addreaHd a l atter to :rour GonmHD' 
requeatJ.ac Ua vine 1A tbe aat.Ser of oerua 
8\U'....-r aDd 1 ...... that JOIU Govel'llllaa\ •W, 
a.o doubt, ..tpreaa 1\1 op1n1oo CID the liqllUa\ica 



of the •aa1 party 1n nply1~ to th11 l•tter troa 
the JUrOp.-B A4Y11ory Coaa1111aa. l bell••• tba\ 
tbo n r i oWI Uoit.d ••Uoaa Oon,_.,, caaoe!"DM 
will aot ban .eb d1tt1cu.lt7 1n arr1Y1A& a t • 
aar•ed policy t or the fin&l. er ad1cat1oa of Haa1•· 

I aca sorry • 1Ddeed, tlw t :rou canaot 
ca.e ower this eu.aer &D4 I wilh .ucb t hat t 
could have • ca• to fll:land or scotlaod, u I ha4 
boj>ed . A.tter t be electioo 1a oYer I aay be able 
t~ arrange a ... t1Dg with t he Priae Minieter of 
Br1ta1D and 11ar1hal 8 \a11A AD4, 1f I can do •o• 
I couot oo •••~ you. T~• are happenia& 10 
ta•t 1D a ai~tary way a t thia ao.ent ~t. 
wbi.le I do a ot dare predict a d.ate for tlle 
Oercaan collapee, it 11 a t but oae ot ~ 
poee1bUitiel U~at bf tae U.. I aa COIIiDI to 
krope you will be l&leq back 1D tbe JletlJer l aad• 
&lAiD. May HHYen I peed tAe da7 • . 

I tbt nk ~ t bo Cb bere &Dd 1D lilglaM 
ther • a r e t wo 1chooll or t hought - thoae who 
would be a l truiatio 1D r eaan t o the aercaana 
hogia& by loYiD& ktn4a••• to ~• them Cbr1a{1ue 
aaaia - and t ho•• who would adopt a aucb 
•tOQ&ber• a tt1tud•. Moat deoidedlJ I beloac 
t o the latter •cbool, tor tnoucb I aa DOt 
blood-thir•v 1 w&Dt the Gel'!llaal to GOt! that 
th11 t iM at l eut tbe7 ••• def1D1\el7 lo•t 
the 1t&J'. 

l waa, of oou.r••, IS&de Yei'J ba'J7 1A 
lmowlai that J'Oil eaoaped ao uraeuloul7 ~ 
your boGie 1A LoDdoa •• bU. R•e.ber truat U 
11 DOt OAly 7tiU Pllple 1D tbe ••t!ler~l ldlo 



" 

need you -- but ~ple aU oYer the world. Do 

ple3se t ake car e or youraelt. 

Jly w1 fe aenda ber lon and j oin a me 

1n wa.rc per aooal gr eetinla. 

ller ••J esty 
W1lhel m1na • 

queen of the &etherlanda. 



~ . 

mz n• D. I&SIIft 
..... arT to u. ,.. , , , ' 

Copy ot letter to Tne Secretary ot Commerce, 
!rom tne President , dated Soptomber 4, 1944, 
attached, 
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1. '!hill ill in reeponee to 1011%' -orand1DI of August 14, 1944, 
with reference to the letter ot August 10, 1944 rro. the S.Oret&r-7 
ot C-..e in 11h1ch he ursed tbat the Rec01111truct1on Finance 
Corporation be authorised to proceed with the extension ot a eecured 
credit up to t300,000,000 to the Retherluxle Go.,.rTliiH!nt. 

2. It 1e 011r opinion thet the Retharluxla GcmlrnMnt .ru.u.l.4 
be uked to explore the poeeibillt:r ot obta1nizlg a loa.n on reaeon­
able tenae throagb Dal'D.l 'benHng clwmele betore the Reconstruction 
P'iDence Corporation conaidere the extendou ot ite tacilltiea to the 
Retherluxle GooeziiMnt. U a Mtiatactor:r private otter on reason­
able tema cennot be e.rre.nged w llhould than coneider a Joint propo•l 
ilmllrlng both private lenders and the Reconetruction FinllDCe Corpora­
tion. 

It 'IOUl.d be untortumte it the govarnooent wre 1111bjected to the 
criticillll that it •• c011pet1ng with the private benke and t&k1ng 
a•:r bwlineaa t1ul th811 tor 'lhich tha:r bne adaquate hcilltiee • 

.3. loa ban predoad:r approved a letter ot .. ,. 26, 1944, of 
the Secret&r-7 ot Ste te rege.rding thb propoaed credit, 'lhich eugeated 
the deairebilit:r ot exploring the poaeib1llt7 ot private participation 
in the credit. 

4. '!here 1a attached a dratt letter to the Secretaey ot ec-eree 
eetting torth the .ajor prinoiplea 'lhich w eugeat aboul.d gonrn the 
negoti&t1CII8 with the Netherluxla GoYern»ent. 

J 
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·~31~ ~ T•o cecr t ry of 

.. ' ·~... m• e ~"ecr t rv of' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

A111U•' 14. 1~4. 

DIIOIWIDUM ft1\ 

!HE f'ECRE!ARY or STAtE 
THE SECRI:'l' ARY 0 r '1' HE 'lREASti\X 

FOR JOirft' PREPARATION Of REPLY 

· fOR MY SIGHA'l'URE , 

r .» ,R. 

L ttcr fro the S c.,. tn~ of Co '1 l'cc , /l0/1 , 
:.1 r f't 'lf 1 tt r hi.ch he he' T'll nnn to cmd 

to ·~on . J . ' ' !1 d n Bro k , Il t,h r1 nd" r• · n · s~r of 
•l'r •iol ~rc ~~A l •h rlond~ 

r.o • rnr.t"nt for loJ'm up to ~- , " 0, 000 , and 
in corr ction ~tl hich the ... · r of Co-~ ~ce 
.,. 1.,. that f vor le con., · d!1r tion should b(' ven , 

nt o tho ,..ecr U!ry of ft a ... • A C0'7 ,.,r t' c 
Pr i ent ' ~or•ndun, n e 1 netion of 
enclo~:ur co • n+ o · e ~"ecr '.£!.I"1 of he "'r · f"U!1' . 



--
STORNOWAV 

RO CKCLI FF&: PARK 
OTTAWA 

- .c • ... 
' Vy , 
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STANDA RD ,..ORM N O. 14A 
A, IIOVID IY THf PIIDIDOT 

MAII<:H 10. INI I o' FROM <(ltq~ ~qiie ~5£ 
" )J 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS GOVERNMENT RATES 

Her KaJeltJ 
Queen V1lbela1na of !he letherl&nda 

London , England. 

~neqirtgtnn 

8epteaber ' ' 1944. 

• · • · 10vcaauu ,.,., .. ,, o"tca 111264 

It le w1th IJ'e&t eao,lon to knov that allied troop• h&Ye 

alread7 entered 1nto the letherlanda. Ma7 the dar of ooaplete 
freedom from Geraan troop• fro• &nJ part of letberl&nda aoll 

be oloee. 

I am th1nk1ng of JOU and Jour• . 

J'RAIILI R D. ~BEVEL!' 



STANDARD FORM N o. 14A 
AI'PIIOVU> IY THE PIIESIDQfT 

M~H IO, IW FROM 

-;:tL..r~ ~¢ ~~ rc d.< L 

<ij[qe ~£rife ~llllse " ~ ~ Y 

~ llBqt.ngion 

-

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS GOVERNMENT RATES 

H.R.H. 
Prinoesa Juliana ot The Netherlands 

S'ornowa7 
Rookolitte Park 

Ottawa , Canada. 

September 8, 1944. 

•· •· •o•aunaf "II""''' o"tct JIS204 

I u thrilled b7 11be neva ot allied troops on lletherlands 

ao11. I am th1nk1ng ot you and the babies and hope that the 

da7 ot ooaplete rea11orat1on .a7 oo•e TerJ' eo~n. Let me know 

it there 1• an"hlng I oan do. 

l'RANILIR D. ROOSEVELT 



·- ----- -------------- ------ -- ----- -- -------------------------------------- ------- ------------- --

TELEGRAM 

SEP II 8 57 Pf1 !144 
• 

1WN BN 24 VIA RCA 

LONDON 1205PM SEPT 11,1944. 
.. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

MAllY THANKS VERY KIND TELEGRAM.AM ALREADY LONDOII 011 WAY HOME. 
WARMEST GREETINGS ALSO TO MRS ROOSEVELT • 

. PRINCESS JULIANA. 

• 
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l SEP II 8 iS Ptt IM4 ,. 
IIBSI Cl INTL CAB1.E V lA IIU 

BG LONDON SEP II 711'P 

TNE PRESIDENT 

THE IIHITEHOUSE. IIASHDC 

. . .. 

EXCEEDJMC:LY U:JOICINC: IN THE 'HEAT NEWS I AM MOST CJIATI:FUL 

t"OR YOtll KIND TELEI:IAM AND t"ERvtNTLY HOPE MY BELOVtD 

COUNTRY WILL SOON BE CO.,L£TELY t"IEE AC:AIN 1 AM GREATLY 

TO~HED 8'1 YOaa lUND THOUQHTS or fiE AND NINE AND HAPPY TO 

TEU. YOU THAT JULIANA HAl JUIT SAFELY AKIIVED THANKS SO 

NUC H TOO fOR YOaa KIND U:TTER 

If U.NEMNINAe 

<: 
' 
I 

I 

I • 



OE:PARTME: NT Of' STATE: 

WASHI N GTON 

September lo, l~~~ 

l!EgORAND\1!.! FOR THE PRESIDENT 

A MESSAGE FROll THE tiETRERLANDS FOREIGN MINISTER 

I enclose tor your information a moeeago 
addressed to you by the Netherl ands Minister ot 
Foreign Attaira, Dr. E. N. Van Ileftene, with 
regard to operat ions i n Japano ee-ocoupied terri­
tory. Tbie meeeage wae transmitted to me at 

Dr. Van Klettens 1 request by the Amer ican Embassy 
near the Netherlands Government in London since 
that Government bas no direct oode communication 
with Quebec. 

Enclosure: 

lloeeage from Nether­
lands Fbre1gn Minietor. 

cH-



l!ESSAGE FOR PRESIDENT RQOSEVEL'l' FROM 

NE'l'}!EBI.AllDS FOf!?IGtl KINIS'l'ER 

10n learni ng that Paoitio strategy will be dieoueeed 

at Quebec conterenoe Netherlands Government reoueet in 

view ot their vital intereet in that ouestion t hat tallow-

ing statement with r egard to operations in Japanese oc­

cupied territory be transmitted to the President, Same 

etatement is being sent to Kr. Churchill through British 

Foreign Ottice. Kinieter tor Colonies Van Kook and Vice 

Admiral Heltrich are proceeding America, Netherlands 

Govenment trust Preeident and Prime Kinieter will t1nd 

it possible to give them an opportunity to elucidate 

Netherlands poi nt ot view. (Statement begine} 1Suooeee 

ot main st rategy against Japan in sever ing oommun1oat1one 

between Japan and occupied area covering Burma, lo!alaya, 

Philippines , Br1ti eh Borneo and ILE.I. will cut ott J apan­

ese toroes ln t hat area tram arms and munitlone but wlll 

not compel them to surrender or to withdraw euppoeing 

this to be poss ible. Area as a whole has euttio1ent toad 

and other mat erials and tao111tiee tor maintenance and it 

may be a ssumed t hat Japanese torcee have suttio1ent 

etooke ot arms and muni t ions. Experience pointe to 

probability that Japanese stay on tor irregular warfare 

even after deteat or eurrender Japan. Facts 1n recovered 

territory in t he area ehow that isolated Japaneee torose 

become more terooioua and deetruct1ve a a isolation becomes 



- 2 -

more irremediabl e . If liberation oooupied areas is de-

layed suffer ing and des t ruction or large populations will 

increase beyond all measure and prisoners of war and internees 

oan be considered lost , Since voluntary evacuation or the 

area by Japanese forces cannot be expected active l ibera­

tion as soon as possible seems urgent both from this point 

of view and with regard to future rehabilitation. This 

action should primarily be directed t owards moat important 

territories with most civilized and numerous population and 

greatest economic value . Among these Java seems to offer 

beet base f or further operations because or central situation 

sufficient food production and accommodation ampl e ski lled 

and unat1lled labour, well developed system or roads and 

harbours good air- bases and healthy mountain regi ons f or 

rehabilitation. Even in oase of widespread destruction 

repairs for Allied operational purposes are easiest to 

effect i n Java. The occupation or Java would deprive the 

J apanese of their main regional source of supplie s and 

labour• • . 



J 

/\t ~-lilt n/ '/"~.<.e-i-' 
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TH E WHITE H O U SE 

WASHIN G TON 

September 22, 1944 . 

lllEMORANDU.Id. FOR 

AD;.tlRAL LEAHY : 

Will you be good enough to 

s how t his to t he Joint Statt? 

F.D.R. 

r.; .. c.,..~>t. t,olA£;,.1:11~ t;o thA Sec>·et~try of Flt,,d;"! 
F'~"0T" ~~ohnAnf~l rl , Lon~on , 3P'l'i . 11 , 1QL..4 , aub­
rr -1 tt1 nr. mn3.;age f,.or t ' e iJctr.P."'L .. nis Forei.'n 
' ' -ln1 stq- Vun :1offcnt~ , n - e OJiv·ut on s 1.n 
J o )('10(") ll3 -0 CCII 11 eel ';P,."1 tO'~":V • 



~· 
October 26, 1944 . 

It-
fRQPOSED BEPLY FRO!.! Tf!E PRE§IDENT lO THE 

OUEEH QF THE NETHE:RLANDS 

I have your message indicating the need f or providing 
food and medical supplies to the people of the Netherlands . 

The Government of the United States is most anxious 
that such assistance be provided as quickly as practicable 
consistent with achieving the complete defeat of Germany at 
the earliest possible date . 

The combined military authorities of the United States 
and the United Kingdom have already made provision for the 
introduction of food and medical supplies into Holland 
after its liberation. These supplies will be provided t o 
the fullest extent permitted by the military situation and 
the limits of supply, shipping and port capacity and avail­
ability. 

This Government will be glad to agree to anY plan for 
the importation of food from Sweden into German-occupied 
areas of Holland which will insure that such supplies will 
actually be made available to those of your citizens in 
need and will not result in advancing the interests of our 
mutual enemy. 

• 
I have directed the United States Chiefs of Staff to 

give urgent consideration to such a plan as soon as it is 
received, 

(Signed) ROOSEVELT 

nrr!.A~ST .. l l!:D 
By Dc}:u ty ot. t " the U. S . 

'J7 'f, J, Stovart ~ate fEB 1 9 1974 
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• THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

l0-26-44 

lolf)I()RAHDUII }'OR IIDXlRD: 

Coll!llllnder Soli th, in Admiral. 

Le&hy' s office, phoned that tbia afternoon 

an answer went out tro:a t.be President t.o 

the Queen, rla State Depart.ent.. 

ld 



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 2e. 0 . C . 

--25 October 1944 . 

Ma!ORANDIDd FOR mE PRESIDENT! 

The Joint Ch.iefs of Staff havo considered the 
message addressed to you by the Queen of the Netherlands 
r elative to supplying of food and medical suppli es to 
the people of Holland and placed before you by the De­
partment of State , October 13, 1944. 

It is recommended that the attached reply be 
made by you to the Queen of the Netherlands. 

Enclosure . 

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff1 

IAII D • LEAHY 1 Admiral , U.S . Navy, 
Chi ef of Staff t o the Commander in Chief or the Army and Navy. 

DECLASSIFIED 
\ J OS momo, 1-4.-741 I 

B7 RHP, liLR, Date FEB ! 91974 



PRQPOSrJ> RW:.Y FR(!! nm PBr SIJ.?ffitt to !HC 
9UEQf Ql p ra llBp Umi enps 

--
I haYe rDIU' aeaaafe indicating the need for prorld.illl 

food. and med cal auppl •• to the people of tb.e Wetherlanda. 

rhe Government ot the United State a 1a moat anxioua 
t hat auch aaaiatance be prorlded aa quickly aa practicable 
consistent with ach1e~ the complete defeat ot GeraanT at 
tho earliest possible date. 

Tho combined ailitary author 1t1ea of the United Btatea 
and the United JC1Acdoa have already made proviaion f or the 
intr oduction of f ood and aod1cal suprlies into Rolland 
attar ita l i beration. The .. auppl1oa will be proYided t o 
the tulleat extent permitt ed b¥ t he military situation and 
the limite of aupply, ahi ppinc and port capacity and ava11-
abll1ey. 

'rhia ~nt will be glad to ap-ee to an)" plan f or 
the illportation of food fro~~ Sweden lmto Oel"II&Il- occu,pi ed 
areaa or Bolland whiah will 1naure that auch suppli es will 
actually be made anilable to t hose of your oitizena 1n 
need end. will not r eeult 1n advancin& t he inter .. te ot our 
!Ill. tual enell7. 

I haYS dir ected the United Statoa Chiefa ot Staf f to 
&1" ~J•nt conaideration t o auch a plan u aoon u i t b 
r ece1 • 

DECLASSIFIED 
JCS "" o, l-4.-74 \974 
By 1\l!P, l!Ut, Date FEB 19 _ 



, 
THE WHIT E HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTO N 

October 14, 1944 

Memo tor General ~.cF'arland : 
(:;uerot.t•ry, Joint. Chie!'a or :.>Wf) 

Dear WoF~<rland : 

Here le t he co~munlc~tion from 
~ueen Wilhelmi na to the President, o ! 
1o'h1Ch I epokt t o you. 

The Preddent think& that the • II 
requec;t &hould 'be compli ed -.1 t h, And 
ro~ dropped to the ~~tch. 

!!e ·dated !!le to have act i on taken 
tl.rout;h the Jo~'lt Cl".lets of StM(, but 
l rAve he~n Una~lE to loca te ~~lr • 
Leahy, and am therefore r 1vi na lt to 
JvU s.a S• c rctary for t h e neceanary 
rc-..lon . 

Very elnoerely yourP , 

I:DUI :l M. WATSON 
lleJor Gene rnl, U.S. Are1 
Secret ary to t~c Proal-

dent . 
'!eiiiO 11-l)-44 t.o 'I los Tully iroa llr . Suattrll.n for.~&l'<l­
lng •·B•i>" Cor t.b• ?resident froa ~eun llilhelaina o! 
~~~~ lloth•rl.nds .adno: thE..t food •.nd aoedlcal aupplies be 
:u;.t""!';;<lY W s iilld l.nt.o HollMd ilaedlai...J.y tbe cow>try 
1a Cret>d. 
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lD roplf refer •• 
, ....... /10 ... Oc t ober 15 . 1944 

., ..... Ill•• fllll¥: 

I .... eloot.c bo ... l'k a e4p7 of a Do'• ... , .. 
o. .. •er s. lMt tr. Sko lo&kerl .. cb Mba .. a4or d au­
~. •ruealUlJW tor tile Pna14 .. , a ....... ,._ l or 

•aJ••'' lko ~D of •b• l otberlaate. 

11ueH11 , ...... 

C..loo.,..ol 

,_ ....... ~ ...... ._ 
...... O.toMI' •• lHt . 

l lee Oraoo 0. t.llr, 

!lao llal ........ 

Gillet of Pn,oool 



/ 3756 
~~ THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Deo .. ber 1, 1944 • 

.. oau..- roa 
llll. IUM"D'J• 

I ban al rea47 '-ken thl• 

1IP .s. u. ne Artq wt .s.n 7011 

H poet enough ~ •" wbat 7011 

•n ftn4 out Ulroach 70ur 

ohannel• and let •• Jaao"' 

r. D. a. 

Letter from P. Kast l!el (?) , Gouverneur van 
Curacao, V illemstad, ll/1.3/ 44 , to the Pro~1dent, 
extending congratulat1on~ on reelection . 
States he is a Hollander, and nakes inouiry 
r~gardtng his wife and f ive children , who ore 
living tn occupied NethQrlnnds , in El3t, 
betveen Arnhem and Nijme~en, txt in the mtast of 
the battle zone . The ~Ttter was introduced t o 
the Pre'3ident by Mrs . Foosevelt on 10/12 o.nd 
the President at t hat time offered to inttiflte 
inrttt1r1.os about the matter . 
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If fi;:_l tt( 
7 ( oJ ..{-;;.. / ~ 1-- t~ 

t.-1,_-;-
• 

-c 1--- e/ 
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THE WH ITE H OUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

loYeaber 20, 1M4. 

DIIORAIDUII fOR 

lt)l. E. Jl. ftlftDlVI t 

the vlte aad tuU.7 ot Gonmor 
laehel ot Oaraoao hae not been baar4 
tl'oa tor a loq tlae and I v1eh 70. would 
1end th11 M•orandu to oar people la 
Lon4on beoauH I thillk th11 11 in a 
BrU11h aNa - 1a oi'C!ar to .. e it •• 
intoraation oan be obtained about ~ •• 

fhl• 11 down below Antwerp on 
tbll Datoh 1148 aad I u not eve tbat 
ll'iU1b. troop• are in there 71t. fbi 
CJoYtrnor WOUld be Yll7 happ7 lf bit 
oould pt 1oM woJ"Cl fro• either tb.l 
ll'iU1h or the Dlltob.. 



~ J1. d ~ K a,, 4..u. - l '3 d.J..,_, ,~ 

''1~ ~, f. s 
U t-

.... H'l..- iVy' -wr..£ f·• 

[Jlw..~.J­

{}Uk~ 
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... - Ori&inal l etter to State 12/7/44 tor transmittal • 

N..~f(~(, 
/ -

... Dlr .. 1M6. 

.... OoY•~or l~st&~lt-

I MYe BOt .., H&l lato..-t&.a 
abo•' 70IU' hm117 out X , .,Glo•• • ·-~-· n ~ 
·~uftCl. !lala .-.o .. ..._, tMI" .... ~per-., 

' • all wall 1llp .. s 1' I Ft 11M .... I tllU1l .. ,J- \ 
................. eQftl ........ . 

wtaa11 .... .,......_ 

• ..,. Rllware17 ,-sa a. 

t~KLIN D. ROOSEV~L~ 

•••• ell ... Al ...... ... ~ • .... ..... -I I I ...... _ us . 

I 

\ 
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Copy sent to Oov. Kas teal 12/5/44 

DEPARTMENT OF" STATE 
WASHINGTON 

December 4, 1944 

YE!AORANDlJ!,I FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Wher eabouts of Wife and Children of 
Governor Kasteel of Curacao. 

The Embassies at London and Brussels , as well 

as the Embassy near t he Netherlands Government, have 

been instructed to institute intensive inquiries con­

cerning the whereabouts and welfare of the wife and 

five childr en of Governor Kasteel of Curacao. SBAEF 

and the International Red Cross have also been re-

quested to make investigations. Thus far the only 

information which we have been able to ascertain is 

that Mrs. Kasteel and her children were residing at 

Elst, a town midway between Arnhem and Nijmagen at 

the time of the airborne attack on Arnhem. 

I shall communicate with you as soon as any 

additional information is obtained. 

Dlii(V.SSIPlED 
9tate DeJ><. Let~•. 1-11-72 

.8y J. Sehooh!. Deo....£.E.B. 1 0 1972 



-



., 

veoeaber 20, 1944· 

It)' dllhr uoverr.;>r !\ttstuel:-

t o • end you toe oucl<:>s~c! me11or a n<1wa wb!on 

ha l JusL e_,mu to n1c rr""' t ).., Secrot.it.ry of 

btl\ to. rlu will l tJ C: y".JU kilun t .. n.,t :-ur ther 

Ve r; sincerely youra , 

Gr•c~ o. Tully 
l' .·u ,.r. :nCtlt."A!U 

Itt• l".xcollency 
llr . ?otrua Al bet• tus MoO t eel, 

Cov• rnor of Curacao , 
Will. em a tll<l, 

Curacao. 

(i:.nclo:.ure) 



-

DEPARTM ENT Of" STATE 
WAS HINGTON 

December 18, 1944 

ME!.!ORANDID! t'OR _THE PRESIDENT 

I have now received from the American Embassy at 
London the following message dated December lJ concern­
ing the whereabouts and welfare of lhe wife and family 
of lhe Governor of Curacao. 

"Information has been received to lhe effect lhat 
Madame Kasteel and her childr en left. Elst. volun-
tarily for Gendt. on September 20, 1944. It. is 
understood that they have since been evacuated by 
the Ger~ans to Winlerswyk or its immediate neighbor­
hood which is about forty miles west of Wunst.er. 
This infor mation , however, requires definite con­
firmation . 

As soon as further news is obtained a further 
telegram will be sent. • 



I 
, 

..,.,...._........_...._" 
,_ ....,..,.....,.., or ., .,.. - ·L 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTOH 

Decemb~1· 6 , 1944 

WUIOR#.lOUII f'CR Gc;:il:.rliL n/·,TvO:I : 

"ith rerere!lCe to th~ Pr s1Jent I ~ !(.e::ztOJ'8DdUJ:j or 

ttc~~ber l~t , in reg rd tn 1n u•~ie~ ~~)U~ ~ne w!~e 

&n1 c ildren of Governor K Bt~•1 , the Gove1nor of 

Cur "'co.o 1 I m sen-:l!.ng ht.,..e 1 tn t1to memor....n:io. f1 oc. t· ... o 

Divisions of tho Departo;cnt, COllt .. ining " bit of im'oru.u.­

tion in ad~iti n to th.t c011t in•J ltl tbe lli6110rrndllJJl 

sent. to the t't;.sident oy the Secn.t r'J of :.t~te e-n 

Saturdoy, tocemb •• ~d. 

Your f i le is ~lso ~ncloaej . 

f~~ ~ .. A ·. 
Geo;:-;X":~nrr~ 

l:.nclosure• : 
Orl in l 1~tter from Cov~rnor 

X st•.el , .i~~vecber ~) , 194~; 
Ke:or ndu. fr~ Sreci ~ ~ r 

Prou e s Oilisio~ , Du~e:b~r 4, 
lJ44; 

lole or;;.uc!Ul:l :row Divi 1 n of ·1ro ~ n 
iffaira, ~.cewber 5, 1944· 



DEP'ARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

December 5, 1944 

SA/ S - Mr. Sumu.erl1n: 

A memorandum regarding t he Kas teel 
case was sent t o the Pre si dent by the 
Secretary on Satur day . Nothing new has ~~~~ lu 

developed since th~t time . You may, however,~ 

send a further me.r.orandum to t he President 
telling him tha t the Entbassy a t London hopes 
to receive furt her information on the subject 
during the c ourse of the next rew days and 
t hat the h:u1bassy has bee n ins t ructed to issue 
vi sas to Mrs . Kasteel and her children as 
soon as they reach England. 

~· 
Hugh S. Cumming J r . 

Chie f, Division of Northern 
European Affairs 

DIVISION Ol!' 
PROTOCOL 

DEC 3 -194.; 

1 

' 'l&PAR'l'MF' P "" "' '\TE -- ·-



SA/S - Llr. Summer lin: 

Dl\ J.tHC 'i Ol' 
PROTOCOL 

DEC 1 -1944 
STATE 

December 4 , 1944 

Reference is made to t he attached memo­
r andum trom the V~it e House concerning the 
desire of Governor Kastael or Curacao to 
obtain information regarding his wife and 
five children who were last hear d from at 
Elst, Netherlands . 

S'NP ' s records indicate that telegram 
No . 9859 was sent to the Embassy at London 
by Mr . Mor gan of NOE on November 2) request ­
ins that inquiries be mad e regar ding the · 
Governor ' s family . In reply telegrams No . 40 
of November 28 and No. 10611 of December 1 
ware recei ved f rom t he Embassy . NOE ad­
vised SWP thi s morning that a memorandum was 
sent to the White House on Saturday , 
December 2 , t r ansmittine, tt.e substance of the 
telegrams from London . 

I t is understood t hat action was 
originally t aken by NOE on the basis of a 
memorandum :from t he \'~ite House addressed 
to t he Secretary, which was referred for 
act ion to r,:r . Matthews of EUR . 

I am returning the memorandum of 
December 1 f rom the •.ihite Hous e as you may 
desire to send it to NOE o be included i n 
its file . 

SliP: M!I!Blesaing: BB 



GOUVERNEUR 
VAN 

CU RACA O. 

Pel:"aonnl . 

Wll .. LBMSTAO. November 13 , 

The President of t he Unit ed States or Amel:"ica 
The Ylhite House 
•.~ash ington D.C. 

Dear !.!r. President, 

1914 .• 

A!e.y I , a Hollender, who recently had the 
honor and pleasure or making your acquaint ance, offer my 
warDest congr atulations upon your victory in t he Presiden­
t ial elect ion. I t is a victory I was as sure of , as the 
v i ctory of the United Nations . 

Millions of people all over t he world, will rejoice t o 
know that t he mighty ship of the American St a t e will con­
tinue to be guided by the hand that has steered her so far 
and so bri l liantly on he~ hazardous course. It i s such a 
comfort to know that having been a t the helm through t he 
difficult and dangerous days t hat lie behind, you will still! 
be there to pilot to Victory. I 

In offering my heartfelt congratulations , I wish you, 
Sir, continued good healt h and strength t o carl:"y your bur­
den , and may Go d bless your labours, which benefit not only 
America, but t he whole or mankind. 

It is a litt l e difficult at such a time, t o introduce 
a personal matt er , and ware i t not so important, I would 
not t hink of doi ng so .. 

When I was in Ylesh1ngton on Thursday, 12th Oct ober, 
end L!rs. Roosevel t did me the honor or i ntroducing me to 
you, you very kindly Offered to initiate enquiries about 
my wits and five chil dren , who waDe living i n occupied 
Netherlands, i n Blat , between Arnhem end Nijmegen , in the 
midst of t he battle zone . 

As that is a month ago and I have heard nothing, I am 
reeling gravely anxious as t o what has become of t hem. One 
does one's best to believe in the old saying "No news ie 



• 

good news", but so1!1ehow it does not bring much comfort ol'ter 
nearly five years of separat ion . It it has been possible 
to find any information whatever about them, I would be more 
than grateful if I might know. 

With renewed thanks tor your kind intervention , and the 
assurance ot my highest consideration, 

Bel ieve me, Ur. President, 

respectfully yours, 

/J. Ko..vG:...-{ 

7 



:___.-;. 

l&niMU''J 8, 1945• 

Ileal' atazaleJI-

"rbaDk J'OV. web t o!' JOII.I'a ot 

Dec•ber elnctb. 

I hope rou will sin .:t wan 

IJ'8at1Dia, and tboae ot ~·· Booaevel&, 

to Her llaJeetJ' •~MD you DUt ... bu. 

•• an ea itiDI a.DZioulJ' t or tba s n a \ 

dq ebeD abe will be able \ o retu.rD \o 

The Rape. 

WU.b eYer,. sood wiab t o11 \be 

In Yea!', 

I I . 



My dear Wr . President: 

near the Netherlands Government 

LONDON, December ll, 1944. 

When I was received by Her Majesty, Queen Wilhelmina , on the afternoon of December 8 for the presentation of my Credentials, I conveyed to Her Wajesty, both in t he terms of the formal address and in the course of an informal con­versation which followed t he formalit i es of the presentation, expression of your per sonal goodvdll and of your offi cial interest in and concern regarding t he difficult conditions which prevuil in the Netherlands today and the no less difficult problems which for some t ime to come will confront Her Ma j esty' s Government and people. Queen Wi lhelmina expressed in simple words but with unmistakable meaning her appreciation of your messages, she inquir ed regarding your health and that of Mrs . Roosevelt , she spoke at length regard­ing her enjoyment of the visits which you and she had exchanged while she ~~s i n the United States, and she remarked upon the beauties, the comfor table life and the f r iendly hospitality of Hyde Par k . In conclusion she asked me t o convey t o you and Mrs . Roosevelt e. fUll expression of her cordial regards and best wishes . 

These exchanges t ook pl ace in the pr esence of Dr . van Kleffens, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Vice Admiral C. Baron de Vos van Steenwl j k, Aide- de- Camp to Her Wajesty . The ~ueen did not raise or touch upon any questi ons connected· with or relati ng to current situati ons and problems . 
Vlith respectful greetings, cordial regards end all best wishes, I am, 

The Pr esident, 
The White House, 

Washington . 

Yours sincerely, 

Sh'-.. ~~~l .. 



.. 

,..,.. .,.,....:JM. ~··~··· .. -,.. 
,.,.. .. ~"'n.utv WflAft 

-~ ... c. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
PR 

l·!y dear Mi e s Tully : 

J anua1·:t b , 1945 

I am transmitting herewith an unsealed communication 

addressed to the President by the American Ambassador nea r 

the Netherlands Government. 

Sincerel y yours, 

Enclosure: 

Unseal ed letter from 
the Honorable Stanley K. 
Hornbeck. 

Miss Grace G. Tully, 

The White House . 

~~·~· 
Ohl~~rotocol 



' ~OUVBRNIWR 
VA N 

C U RACAO. 

. ..... -
WlLLBMSTAO. January 8th 

Ooar Mr. President, 

I. ,. 
I ' ,l 71< d ,(, 

' I tt>.allk yo'u most warmly tor your 
l etter or December 5, and the enclosed memorandum, which shows me how extensive and complete are the arrangeaents you haTe eo klndl)' made tor tr,lna to trace the whereabouts ot _, wite and children, and it they are located, tor helping them to get to Cura­
~ao. 

Prime Mlniater Oerbrandy haYi ll& visited Elat, their ho2e, fOund eYerything doatrOyed by bombardaent or tire end no sign ot 11q wite and children, who pre­auaabl)' were eent by tho Germane near to th~ German frontier. 

It is not possible to expreee adequately the deep aenae ot gratitude I teel, that a .an with )'Our t.men­ae taeka and reeponsibilities should make time to help ms in this personal anxiety. I t is something I shall never forget. 

~ith aoat gratetul thanks, e~d ever, good wieh, 

Ver y sincerely youra , 

Kr.rranklin D. RooaeYeit 
Pres ident ot t he United States ot America 
The White House 
WASil llm'ON 0 0, 



GOUVERNEUR 
VAN 

CURACAO. 

J 

Mise Grace G. Tully, 

Pri vate Secretary 

The White Bouse , 
Jasht pcton. 

lliJ'to'tO 

ILL!!MST AD. J&l!Uaey 10 19111. 

Dear Miee Tully, 

I tMnlt you very muell tor your let­
ter or 20th December enoloe1ng e copy ot the 
m .. orandua from the Secretary of State, sent 
to mo at t ho request or the President . 

Will you kindly convey to the 

President DJ most gretetul t hAnk& tor Bis very 
kind 1Dtereat and help. Tho thought of whet 

-r wife and ohildron ere probably ou.tter1ng, 
togatller with tllouaanda of otbers is always 

in alnd , and every item or nowa ot tllem is 

very precious. 

Tou.ra alnoerely, r k ..... k.J 

\ 

\ 

' 

I 



GOUVERNEUR 
VAN 

C URA(:AO. 

W ILLEMSTAO. Jlltlllhry 21lth, 19i 5. . 

Dear Mr. President , 

Please accept my most grateful 
thanks tor your letter of 16th. J anuary. 

I t is a great comtort to know my eldest son i s 
safe in Allied bands, on liberated t erritory. 
Although he is only fourteen , it seems he appears 
much older, as he is so tall , and I have bad m.any 
anxious moments les t the Ger mans should take b1m for 
forced labour. 

t.;ay I r epeat bow illllllensel y g.ratetul I am to you 
tor your most kind interest and he lp? I hope one 
day some opportunity may arise for me to do some 
servi ce for you; nothing would give me grea ter 
happiness. 

I was much inpressed by your inau~ural address . 
The message was inspirin~, and expressed with such 
vigor and economy of words . 

Believe me, ~r . President, 
Very sincerely yours, 

Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of Amer ica, 
The White House 
Washington D.c. 



~ ll,lMa • . 

IIJ' .._ aon- &uteelt 

I ••• Jut_,._. flootl ... ......._ 
..... e •• ..... 1,, Ull'olllb • state Dei)U't­_, • ,...be • .....,.. ·-ntnc ..... keteel 
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•~oateat ..n• au .... ,q u tllat .... . 
keteel u4 tou eld.l .... left Elet tw ... , 
, .. 1 ... 1'18D4) ,._ ........... , ... pro~ --..a "' .... ...., to .. ...... ... -· ...... , I I t-a• liiMM, •a t .... - lll"tUab 
tl'eopa _.we skt tato U"'"'-• tel'l'ltuT 
,. .. ,~to ...... - ............. . 

........ et t.t. ... u. natea Ulat 
hrllle• nqwll'tea U'l llllllc 8&41 .....-ala« llala 
'"'"' ........ ....,.... ... ........ wl11 .. t... 
t..-« pi'OIIptlJ' ..... .,., • .., ,......... 1111-·t-.• 

lta~lleMJ 
II', ...... , .ltlll..._a ketell, ....... .,o.u.o. vtu--... Gu a ' . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTO N 

January 11, 1945 

J.!E2..(0RANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Family of the Governor of Curacao 

I have now received from the American Embassy 
at Brussels, t he following message dated January 6, 
concerning the T:hereabouts and welfare of the wife 
and family of the Governor of Curacao : 

•Latest advice t his Embassy is 
that Mrs. Kasteel and four children 
left E~st for Gent (Gelderland) from 
where they were probably evacuated by 
the enemy to the north. One son, Frans, 
remained behind, was found by British 
troops and brought into liberated terri­
t ory possibly to Megen near Hertogenbosch. 

•source of information states that 
further enquiries are being made regard­
ing his present whereabouts. Department 
wil l be informed promptly upon receipt 
any further information.• 

~~ 

Acting Secretary 

DECLASSJFilro 

S!oto O.p• l,.ettor, ···F~B 1 () 1972 
a,. J . &l>oubl<t IJo, .... __ 
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Subjeota .... age ~ tho Qaoon ot tm 
IothePla4o. 

I onolooo toP )'OUP 1ntoraat1on a •••age trca 

Bezo Kajeat)' tbe ~on ot the IothoPlonda 1D wbloh abe 

atatee that lt la DOll the c!lltr ot the Ietberlmda 

OoTe:rn.nt to aok tor urgent a111to.Py aotlon tor the 

purpooe ot dr1'11Dg tm 0.~ Ollt ot .llollall. !be 

alt-tlft NqMat ot the IethePlanda OoTe~t la 

tw t..d1ato ra11et ln the tora eltblr ot ••• 

e-tlOD Cll" 1D that ot t004, oloth1Dg, hel Gill 

...U.oal auppUu. '!'Jill .. tbel'landa AllbuoadGr atatod 

-
11

7 that - • - bu -t tbe - ...... -
11:1• Oeorp uad to PI'S.. lllDJ.atw cn-ehUl. 
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rm&OiiAilD\1'.1 f'OR THE PFESIDEBT 

Subject: Message fro. the Queeo of 
the Net herlands 

I eocloae for your information a message fro~ Her 

llajeaty the ( ueen of the Netherlands in which abe states 

t hat it is no- the duty of the Netherland• Government to 

ask for urgent ail itary action for the ?urpoae of driv­

ing t he Germans out of Holland . The alternative r equest 

of the Netherlands Governcent ia for ic:ediate relief in 

the fora either of mass evacuation or in that of food, 

clothine, fuel and meeical SU?Pliea. The Netherlands 

Ambassador stated orally that the ~ueen has sent tbe same 

message to Iing George and t o Prime Minister Churchill • 

.tDclosure: 

As stated. 



l 

"E"rHEFILA,.DS EH8ASSV 
WASHINGTON, O. C 

The Netherl ands Ambassador presents his 

c~pl1.Qents to the Honorable the Secretary of State and 

ha• tlle honor to requ .. t lilr. Stett1nius' kind intervention 

. /. to forward t he enclosed ceaaace tr~ Her Majesty the Queen 

or the Netherlands to the President or the United States 

of America. 

Washington, D.c. , 
January 16, 19•5. 



:llAI 111 tuation la tbe nUl oocupid p&rt or tile 

otborlat>Sa baa 4auriorata4 \o •~ob ..., alaralca anent 

that ! llhould Wl')' m.oh lJJc:a to prnent to 70~ p4raol'lllll7 

a lUll picture ot thet o1 tua,ion o.ncl apreal urt an tlr t o 

70u tor ••rr •r••41 l»lp. 

b racentl 7 •• Jaaual')' Gtb, 1945, t110 ••ben ot 

the Jatborlanda <)abinat , tb<l "'rue H nlatar "r. • .... ~~erbrend7 

and t he t 1A1aur ot Bb1pp1QC allld ~1al'ar1oa 1' . J . • 4• Boo7, 

bad a conreranoa at B •• ~o . v . P. w1\h the SIIJ'reM lllled 

..;o~nder , Veu•ral Jt1a• nlun•er 1n ord•r to 4 1eouaa oer1:a1n 

ralle! probl•• • O'itb rat arol \ o U• Jatherland a , ......, aapao-

1all7 in tbll 11r•a Of \..a OO<lDI.r/ C10b ra•1oa to be liber­

ated . ~7 tou.nd 1n ,.,.ral. u .. Dbo ... r not onl7 a 8711l>&­

that1o •m·l un4eratanl1nl!' UsU.Mr llut aho a •n who tull7 

realbaa ~,,. .:;raat l.l&portanca ot "i)X'd"6 O<tt plan• tor tba 

t.aodlate rel1a ! , upon ita l1barltlon b7 the Alliaa o! tba 

O<tarv1na populaUon ot l utom iloUan4 • 

•• 10 41ec..uoal.oM both •itb ~1 .1aachower 

-poraonall7 and tha nest 4&7 with a.r..ral h4all Ja1th, 

t:~la! o! Start to Comrel Rbonbowar and Cenaral. 11reaatt, 

Aaai atent ~hie! or utatt tor Civil Atta1ra , waro , to tba 

a1nla o! the htb>rlanda "abioat 11\iatara , quite aat u­

r.ot orr """ tba7 reooiw4 t t. w ey • • naita i .praul OII that 

awzythinll hUM11l 7 pooaibh "ould ba dona b7 6 , h, A, I , 1., 

Dot 01117 1n tba ,!&nola& 1teolr but .Uao in n•• or tba 

t1Ml7 a ><oouuoa ot tha relJ.at o-peration prorl4., tl"'ra 

doea DOt raault &-. t hia a nion ullldiM pn JIIdioe ~o oilitar,y 
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operarton~~ , a 11otio11 whiob, it ... a~e<l , ... to be da1'1~ 

t'll:nbar , i ! po .. ibla. 

J1; b DOt , t ba retore , beoau .. t he "'atharlamla 

Gow~m !eel u .. ppolmed or U eooura-...a in OOnMque.,.,. 

o-t t heir lateat talka !Oith G.u. ~ . • . r . that I have dao14ed 

t o •Ira t b h peraoMl ap oeal. to 7011. It 1a boa.uea tba a1-

tua1:1 on in a:::1 nount17 haa boo~>ca oo or it leu 'that I teal 

t hat 1t h no lonQir liU!tiohm ~o plan t or i-41ata rel1at 

a-ttar 11berU1on, oven .lt t he plAl1S deYi.oad are the b .. t 

poaalble plana and their tlael7 axao~loll aoaund , bu't that 

a ction !!! !!! entirely 41fieNnt Mture wl.ll l"a""' to be talcao 

!!!!!!• c o..ahlone in t he ortlll oee~q~1e4 pert o-r olland u 

10111 • lll'ear troa aa- t'aota and t'i£=•" •nt1ono4 below, 

haw at pno .. nt beooto eo deepenh , that lt 1a abundalltJ.:1 

clear that , 1t a •Jor cataatropba, tba like o-r wb1ob hiUI 

not boen a .. n in hetern Europa e1 noa tho .Ucldle acaa, 1a 

t.> be "vo14e4 in ·ouano , ,.,.,t\1.._ olraeUo baa to be dooe 

!!!!!!• that ls to "Y before ancl not attar the liboretioa o-r 

tba no at or tl"a oounu7. t'ba on tuat1oD i a pre cartoua 

enolll:h in the T!ort bern a n4 Jo:aatom orovtno .. , where tho 

cen.na han carried o-rr sr-at quanUtiu o-r foodatu!C11 

and cattle and wh ere t~y -., be counted u;on with ~arta1n­

tz to 0Dn7 off or doortro;r whlt.nr relO&J.na -~~ tbll tt. 

-• tor 1.1•• to retreat , but i t 1.o Olfl'001al.lz 1D Jlorth­

'la,tarn lfollaJJ4 , the eaot1on o .. ;rleil\5 t~ provlDola o-r 

:Jol"th ·ollan4, 8 o;Jtb • ollaod and 11b'ec.'tt ""•re b7 t'ar tba 

wonl. oon41t 1ona pre .... 11. four aM a halt' a1111on people, 

or balL of the t otal population ot' tba 'fetl"arlanh, lhe 

1D thla denHlz populated ana. t t 1a hare that tbll bia 

oltiea at' Aaatanaa, Rnt..-,_, 'l'h• I!OI&l'l o Ob'eoht , llloarl-, 

t.a t•eo, ! el-rt ani DOil"dreoht era oU~te41 1114 U 1a eapao­

lal.lz bare ,_ tba ·-atlal ....... 1tlaa ot' ur •• Ollob 
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aa roo4 , olotbea, blllllltata , fUel aD4 -.!iot-a &1"11 .orel.)o 

laai<i.tlil• Aocorcl1n& ~o ~h• lata.t fi8U"I a .. ilabla , thl 

ne>."Dl)l rat1ona in the 41Ueo juat IMDt1ono4 ha~ craJIOlllJ' 

4ro)'pa4 to 6'0 cal ori .. par daJ" (the a1n1Jlual nWI~l' o~ 

oalorha a peroon, doina voq l1&ht worlt , can norall.)o 

l1w on, h P"' at 2000 oalortu per claJ', The rritiall 

n Uona , flbi oh A4>1lH ta4.1..J are DOt lar..zrioua , an oalnld­

ace4 to r.presan~ 2500 - '000 oaloriea per 41J' ). llar•• 

l nquart, Cortllln Oo,.ruor ot t he • othl:rlllnJo , in a rooent 

broadolllt to tho people or Holland ( on Janut~rT 7th , 1945 ) 

adloittd wi 'tb OJ'Dicnl l'ranltne .. that •nobod,r oould or 

aholll4 oontand ~t t.>e J)rnent rationa ••r a nan IJ)Jil'o."aC­

t.ltelr aQ!t1o1cnt•. £II tn'tllll1.4' apecified thl -•ltlz 
raUona per head or thl J)Opllla\.\ ?11 u toll""" - thlrab)' 

certa-nl.f no~ pU10Uns tha tlt;\ll"el at a 1,.... liVIl than 

tha tllota wArrant - "about 1000 snw• o: broad - WliiYenl.r 

41otr1~utad -, approx1aatalr 1 )0 cram- ot other tar1nao1oua 

t oads , a little adclit1oual IJ'l'UP and. l~r, 75 l l'IU or 

Yll("~ta~!o oU , 50 6l"l•• or ol .. e ao and , on~ 41tt1ollltr , 

1000 ~~TM• or pota~ou•. : t will be not1oed thet Ga:ru 

I nqwu-t ooea not prate.,. thll t t t••• ottarlr Clet1o1eot 

ratioua 1noltl4e o1 t hor ••t , buttar ar a1lt , flh1oh in 

t o ot , u ha.t 1n tbe oU1u , ara not to ba bad, Th1a 

toz:artr Auetrien r uialin& oalJ' aent iane thlee rat iona 1n 

h le topeaoh in ardor to 0011)41« t hea to what the ,.opla ot 

the .~nerl.an<la wen pttina bat..re the7 ata.rta4 1:hl rlil­

r:>ad 1\t'h,l 1Js 0011;1l1lno. oritb \hi or441l'l ot t heir l#O .. X'D-

- nt 1n Lonilon aD4 ot the .I.Ui<Hl 1!:1&)> C "" 1n rtew ot 

1:bl ArDhlll operation, a l!4 eo •• to proVI to thea that tbtr 

onl.)o have t l\-lwa to blA• tor 1:ha e1, .. 1:1oa 1D which 

tber tiM thl-lVIa It praae.nt, 
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llo •1llc •an• DO 114equate -.r ot toe41n& ~biee or 

-11 oh114ren, Ie it t o be won4o%'1t4 at that acoor<lJ.n;s to 

1ntarut1on received &0!18 woelta q o , 1ntant aortality i n thla 

part ot t lw colll1tey ,.. a t.eepl,y inoreaaina and had Al.roa4;r 

:lUllll>ed to 4o<tble the uaual rota? UU17 reports oontain aocounte 

ot !MIOPl• !aintina in t.lw otreete omd olona t he road e t or 

lack ot nourieh<olnt . t.:an , who wo<tld aever ba .. o even tho<l~Sbt 

ot auoh a thinl) betoro nOlO' in 0011111 caooa ""OOUJil> to the telllpt­

ation ot "or1cin.s tt:fl: the GIX'IIolna in ordor to ol>'tllin a taw 

ax:tra ratione .tor t :>e maol ¥ea ant' tb81.c tam1liea . 'llell .,... 

t hontioatad raparto toll ot doJli&ht holdup• and rob~r1•• 

ot bakeryabopa &Del l>Akeryoarta, o thins t ormerJ.y UDheard 

ot 1n our l&w-ab1d1na oountry. Dut t han atarwtion too ... 

taraerl 7 unheard of. 

AooordJ.Jll; to the l>oat intor~~at1on aftUable tbore 

b aotual tutine in t ha bill o1t1ea. ClotbJ.na an4 eapociall,y 

"oolen or !lllnnol \Ulderwoar !a alao -..ry aoarce, r lothea 
• 

worn-out , or Mind by t l• Ger.:&nG , oA!1not bo replaced , 

and so the .,. joritJ" ot the people , ><llatlvlr at ho1:1<1 or out­

ot-doora are ill- equipped to nan4 t he rigol.lt'S ot the win­

t erolU.ta. Dl anketa ba..., boen lootod by the Gor~~~~na 1n ftat 

nwobera. llel>idea lnck of too~ nn4 ol othina tha ro 1e aloo an 

aout. lact or tuol . lo wood or ooal 1a aWIUnble t or prt.,.ta 

uae ao that t horo is no -:r of htl at1ng • ..., ., one rooa to liw 

1n or ot 1'1AXT.!lDI om or cooktns tl>e ""'•£%'• a<tpplJ of food one 

auoceede in l!lt1:1:1ns . Sayaa Inquart 1n h ie ap ... ch .. nt1ono4 

abOYB, llha:rpl,y cr1tio1Ha t he latlwrlan<!o police t:or not 

preftnU ng acre ettwct1,...l,y t hot cutt104 doom ot troea 1n 

pllblio ran• ·~ tllrd•llll b)' people 1n noed or tu.l. ... 

_..o....r tho oaa..orka haft boen ft O!Ipad . alld auob eloctrio 

p.....r ota1:10NO - • • ar. lrtiU 'II'Ort1DG on -ano ooal ratiollll -

only •1 111>ppl,y eleoutoit.y to Ganoan b<t1141naa ·~ oono.rruo , 
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t he people lwve to reM1D 1D tbe clan t:roa IIWIMt to aunr1M. 

be aliMnoe ot -1 bee nUl anotbar .r-r.ot, aod ~t-..n 1a ~ 

arach.w.ll1 tbe:r:e 1a no tuel ava1lallle 1br the eleotrlo l)~­

tn.tallatlona wbloh keep a lar&e portion ot ~· oount:r:J t:r:oa 

beooain& 1Dun4ated. rt ~be ...,..n o-• w tla worn 1D tb1a 

reepeot , over 50 percent or 1/ort h ••on:on~ olhnd ( that ie 

to •1 ot the pronncee or .i<>l't !\ oll~~r.4 , .. o.ztb ollalld and 

trtrecht I 1.""Clu41n • OOT1111Jarnbl<t l'lll" t 1 oCJI or Aaater<lllll and ot 

llotte:r:dlla "Ul be nootte4 , It 1a ln thh conna ution aleo 

tt'.Ait a W:r:"J real dan._er elltcta ..S.1.h ruf'•~ to t'lo 4rlnkiiiC 

•tor 1 o t'1o larp centtta . It, due ~,., the atop;>1QG or 

tlDocltns of the watarwona an4 oererace e)'otiiD , drlnk1n& -tar 

1• no l on..er dependable , 1t wUl be iapoellible t o a•o14 41-•e 

eod eJ>ldallioa , Alr,.d)' the apnlldlna 1D an a.lantlJiil 1lll7 or 

d)'))btoria and tYJ>ho\ d .. e wr u ennouncoc!. :rroa Alutard••• An 

illorNoe ot 4uea .. 1a abo cauae4 117 tbe alleene• ot aoato , 

11111oh hoe not betlll avail.loblw now tar •111 IIOll'thll , a r:d the 

oooaeQu.nt ~oall1b1llt7 \ o keep olean1 vera ln en4 ekln 

.u ...... are pn~e.ct • • lllvcr before clurtns t he OCCU;>Iltlon, 

.un,er, col4 , ~art.Mao , •11rt , 4 1 .. ••• en4 tlon4a. 

I • 1t. llll7 woodor that S•7•• llltuart ..S.t b UIIJIIU'Illlele4 cprtct• 

1ron1oall7 t>labecl the people ot t la ,._.t:.erla ode £Oo4 luek t bia 

;rear , • ro~ otuerw1 .. t ho ai tuatlon ttl lob t~ 1• cbaractar -

1n4 l17 hunc.ar , cold an4 at .. q , ods/lt WWI'lJ>fiCtocll1 arow 1Dto 

a oaue"tropM• • • • • f 

All thia ill nr pallluc, but to e a lce aattara ln.tlnlte-

17 wore& the ... ~,. brre ott1o1all7 oall e4 up all .., be-Ill! 

the a.,a• ot 17 - 40 ( bona be~ the 7e&re 1905 anol 19281 

to _.k 1o Oer.D7, 'l'~e flh o do not YOluntar117 oo• to tba 

n a.b1.rlltion oftlo .. are liable to the death p enalt7 1t tbe)' 

are oell&bt 1 .. are all ,. .. ,1. bal,ins or benc.-iq t hea. 
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.tntlleive raaataa ue or. an1ae4 1a 'Cbe o1Uea an4 1a the 

n~•·· au..,. ara oar«OM4 on an4 aDI\ulna oarrt.c out. 
Ill a~re.a. • · &o , tiM a-. ,_, .. in nlll ...- 1a 

•ttinc ~pprollS...tll;r 54. 000 _ , i .o the uauue , ~··· 
UU.cbt and othar '-~ -... tbotaHDfe "'" ~ an4 

Mot ort to ..,n_ tu thl ~part 1a ~. till-·­
partatioo o~ tiM• •11 an4 bo;ra ~·• plaoa lllltler &~>oaa'tl,y 
oonUtioDII I in llD attaap'C to 4~1aa the rtoUaa , ~ 

on.n 11rt1 -.Ia to -.rob loa.& 41~011 without too4 or 

peuaa (tr• R~4u to un.oht tor 1nortanoa, whloh 1a 

. abO\lt 40 1111••) a.n4 ce than IIU'414 into oattla oar• an4 

ltl.lppl4 ~~ wUh~ -•..n tbo4 • olot11111, to 1.ut tbr the 

10114 J_,.7• S17Be ns.-n 1a •eq~laial.DC" ~ ~~a~-. 
Uon of la'bar to t11e •tberlanda people 1a hla recant birOA4-

- ..,. •• "I'D thla - toul ., ell ...... -~ , ... t 
0a11 1a a -:r M WM4 _, be oouUO'I4 u ~ tbr the 

........ ua ~nau•. 

Wbn th1a llwlt tor al.loft la'bar r'Mll7 • ..,, to the 

popl>laUoa fd tlle atlwrl-• wU1 lla ~llal4 U o• •-• 
that bet_..~· lawet -ure 1a l'I"JJIot o~ ell •n "''-
17 and 40, •- tour and n ... hwllra4 t holl-..4 wartca.ra 

a.4 el~ llaieD ••JOrt•• to GeraaQ:J troa t l • etberlanda. 
Cen4U1ooe, u 1a well "'-• 1a- ~ 'Clw labcNr CIAIIjpl 

in a.r..n7 an extra.l,T 'bed , both troe • ph7dca.l 1111d aarel 
polot ot Ylaw. t ..n:h llotb troa 111- -tMm all4 mlleot aa4 

troa bela& llQIOIId 'CO 'Chi .uue• bolllltq ot k~n _. .taotor· 
laa baw be• wldeapreat. The .. tl»rlao4a "'""rn.llt and the 

nal .,...OI -•ot 1a 1!4J.lao4 a.re doinc ·~ 1a tlla.lr 

w """''" ecro.r-m o~lAl• _. liiJiinau - troa oollabor­
at1al0 tbr otlatewr aou.,. , •11h thl a.-- wUb npn to 
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t b .. o b~t1-. it. rtuop- to the oa-D Mllup hae lleeD 

1Delp1t1- .o :n.r, but 1t 1D .... 1aolate4 ••• tblo apa'UIJ 

or t blo n ot1•, d~~~e 1n lar&.e l!4lr't to laolc or tiCioq1111to tood IIDI 

abaltar, lhoald be too tr~ to lie o...ro_. , aJid 1t, lured 1>7 

JII".U.O or plemU'Ql toot , ttw• - n.,. llhould preror pin.!l 

to~ YOl-117 ..-tblor t!laD r11111ft& hrtlwr ~Uon 

1n •ollllod , it -..ld bar«l7 lie ~1a1na. 

All h Ulldoullbdl7 a1roaq lrnoom, tlw .,.., 41U'illa t blo 

porto« ,,,. .. or ooa._uon blow ao far kllld ooM l SO.OOO 

h1;1wrlanh otU•n• ot wl\ioh 120. 000 .ro- who , aooarcunc to 

rollablo 1.m'....-t1cm1 heft boon doporte4 to aJid hrtro,yo4 1D 

JOOlaD4. n u .,..rrtuoua bloro to amlon tbe atrooitioo ,..1ob 
bloft liMn o~tte4 1>7 the Gerw&Da lloth 1D tho -""tioa 

...,. (t be OUip at 'fllabt aloM ocooum.cl rar 1,. 000 k111~) 

aJid pr1oono an4 olo.-.ro, but with eft%'7 U:t thet pa••• _.. 
otroo1t1oo ora oollllitte4 tiD4 _.. 1Doocattt n otiM edcled to 

tblo total -ber. 

rr- tlw fartiGOinC o~ - oonolue1on O&o be «roo.,. 
..,. that 1a tlwt tlw people 1D ~~~ Wooton ollllJIICII ora tlloiq 

~oi.oal 4 .. truot1oo. I t ,rolle'bl7 1a Dot - lata 7'1t to •no 

• oonold aro'blo portloo ~ ''-• ~ 1Jl • t--'hll tiM 11; 

wUl Ulldoll'bto417 be out of tlw q110at1oo. 

Wo haft lleforo uo tlw p1otura ot an 11111111tr1- an4 

ollltllred poopl.o with • loaa ... -' 1ft&lC111'1- b1oto.ey r a;o1111 

to tblir •-. Without •-1AI tbe b-.itor10D lido ot t h1o 

•"-r I w1ab to pvt tblo ••on• .... ttwr 1t u 1a t1w 1ttto""rt 

ot tbe ... u 1D _l'lt.l, ..,. ot Warton~ o1...U1•Uoa aJid or 

Wartan ope 1A partloular, tlwt thi.o • t loe lie artpp1o4 aa1 

JG"'l7 -sMlato4. A.Dcl 11 lo pomapo 1100tlll to rtroN t'Uo 

poill\1 al~\~Ch tblo Jort/1-lfUtonl part ot tl>o ... "'-landa OO• 

priMa en17 about - tb1rd or thO ooi.IJIU)' • a t~ area tiD4 

- blolt of lto ,.,ulat1•, ,., th1Jl part hall a1..,. 'bean -
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..,. rtUJ. u , politioal~ aDd aeol10111oall7 .,..x1Aa0 t~ ~&1'1: 

ot: ~ ooUDt%7• 'fl•t oOWIU',f obTioud,y baa a 4et:1.oi'ta pol1t1oal , 

aoo1al , oultu:ral auil aoonDII1o rola to tult:Ul oo tha 'fartal'1'1 

b'1Jica of tha European oontU.me b'- tba point or via• o;t 

1Jrteroa't1oml paaoa 11114 'tr&Jiqulli'ty , JttV w14 oreat~ tbara 

woul4 ba ..ur. t o bava UD4aa1rabla oonmaqu.noaa ror otha.ra 1J~.­

tenrt~ 1o t hat part ot Europa. I 't u , that Loea with out aa,y. 

1q , oeo .. a&%7 t hat tbia ~ be won , bllt 1 aaaar1: that it 1a 

not ,.. ... aa&%7 t or w1 nn1oa tha W&r t hat oon41t1ona are allowed 

w IIP%'..cl an4 dewlop, wha1e..ar 41ut1aa our r ut hlaaa ane..;r • r 
ba,. to proY14a tor the ~~1na at tha papulaUcm ot tba llartb 

l:aa'ta:nl part ot tha htharlan4a, wbiah w1ll 1DeY1tabl,y result 

1o ita total 01r pu't1al ru1JI ant aatiooUGG, 011 tha •OOU'IIZ7, 
it 1a praOJ.Ml,y baO.UH then 1a DO -~ t o MOr1f 1oa t heM 

UDrOII't~~n&ta paopla thet help ~ould be brOllSbt to \ball with· 

Gin da~.lt 1a - t he ~~~ or tha ktbllrlantla Gowm.-nt to 

-* t Oll' urc.•nt 11111wr,r aot1on tor the pllrJ!o• ot 4r1Y1oz tba 

aa~ 0\lt of HOI lan4, t'ba,y teal t hat 'tbia 1a a r.&-bl• 

..,. naoenaq ~aaat, a t he7 woul4 be arawtul tin' .s aaaur­

omoa t hat ootb105 will be lett Wldona to tbJ.a and . Sbolll.d , 

~ to tba bopaa or tha llatharlan4 a Cowr-ot, U.41ata 

111111:a.l7 halp ba OIR ot t he quartion, thlln U.41ata nl1af 

1o the t- a1thez ot •aa naouaUoo • 1o thet or too4 0 

O!.oth1zl&0 fllal ..,. _.1oal &Qppl1aa 1a ao S..,.ntift naoa .. it,y. 

Mil¥ I aot ll;r Mo41q .J'Oil .... n-.. R-ftU 117 attaot-

1-ta niiiQ'Ila, 

'.IILHEIXINA 
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Subject: 

•, 
I ' 

OlPARTN EHT OF' 8TATI 
WA&HI NQTON 

January 17 , 1945 . 

Uas.age f rom the Queen of 
t.he Netherlands 

! enclose for your infomo tion a me osage froc1 Her 

~ajesty the (u.en of the Netherlands in •bich she states 

that it is no~ t he duty of the Netherlands Government to 

ask for urgent military action for the purpose of driv­

ing the Cercans out of Holland . The ol~rnat1ve r equest 

of the Netherlands Govcrnnent is for i~ediate r elief in 

t he forlli e1ther of u sa evacuation or in that of food, 

clothing, fuel and medical supplies. The Netherlands 

~~baFsador stated orally t.hat the ~ueen bas sent the sa~e 

me~sege to King Georg~ and to Prime Minister Churchill. 

Enclosure: 

As stated. 

DIICL\$SIPDID 
tk.te Drpt.. Lett.«, HHI 

I 

a,. J. a....hlo o..._t!!! 1 0 1972 



The situation in the still oocupied part ot the 
Netherlands has deteriorated to ouch an alaraing extent 
that ! should -rery much like to present to you ~rsonal.ly 
a tull pioture ot that situation and appeal urgently to 
you tor very speedY help . 

As recently as January 6th, 1945, two members ot 
the l:etherlands Cabinet, the Priloe l'inister Dr. P. S. Gerbrandy 
and the ~inieter ot Shipping and Pioheries R. J .¥ . de Booy, 
hlld a conterence at S. R. A.E. p, with the Supr•me Allied 
Commander, General Eisenhower in order to discuss certain 
reliet problems w1 th regard to the NstherlaM.s , more eepee­
jally in the area ot the country which r emains to be liber­
ated . They tound in General Eisenhower not only e sympe­
thetic and understanding lJstoner but also a mon who fUll y 
realizes the great importance ot working out plans tor the 
immedin~e reliet , upon ita liberation by the Allies ot the 
starving population or Western Holland, 

Tho discussions both with General Eieenho~er 
personally and the noxt day w1 th General Bedell Smith, 
Chiet ot Staff to Coneral EieenhO?ior au1d General Graaett , 
ASsistant Chief ot Stat! tor Civil Attairs , were , to the 
minds o:! tho Netlull:lands Cabinet !liniaters , quite satia­
taotory and they received thAI very det1n1te illlpres&ion that 
everything humanly possible would be done by S . H. A. E . ~ • • 
not only in t he planning 1 teelt b~tt aleo in view ot the 
timely exso~tt1on ot the r elief operation provided there 
doee not r esult trom this aotion undue pre judice to military 
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operations , a notion which , it was a~ad, waa to ba daf1na4 
turt~ar , it possible, 

It is not , therefore , beonuee t he Netherlands 
Government teal disappointed or discouraged in conoequence 
of their latest talke r;ith S. H. A. E. F. that I have decided 
to maka this personal appeal to you , It is because the si­
tuation i n my country has become so cri t i cal that I feel 
that it is no longer sufficient to plan tor 1~ed1ato relief 
attor liberation, even i f the plans devised are the best 
possible plana and their timely execution assured , but that 
action of !!!! entirely different nature will he va to be taken 
now, Conditione in tho still occupied part ot Holland ae 
will appear from SOllie tacta and fi(;Uroe a;entioned below, 
have at present beoorne so desperate , that it is ab•U\dantly 
olear that , 1! a ~jor oataetropha , the like or wh1oh has 
not been seen in Western Europe since the middle ages , is 
to be avoided in Holland , sOMthi.D£ drastic has to be dOM 
~· that 1a to say bafore and not attar the liberation of 
the rest of the country. The situation is precarious 
enough in the Jlorthe:m and Eaetern provtnooe , where the 
Ger..ane have carried ott gr,oat quanti ties of !oodatutfs 
and cattle a>"td mere they may be counted upon with certain­
ty to carry ott or destroy whatever remains when tho t i ree 
comoa for t.,e., ~o retreat , but it is especially 1n Jlorth­
Western Rolland , the section comprisins tho provincoe o:t 
Jlorth Holland , South 1lolle.nd and t'trecht where by tor the 
worst conditione prevail. Pour and a half million people , 
or half of the total population of tho Yethorlands, liva 
1n thia donsol.y populated area . It is here that tho big 
oitiee of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague , Utrecht , Haarlom, 
Leiden , Delft and Dordrccht &re situated, and 1t ia espec­
ially here t hat the essential neceeaitios of life , ouch 
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as food , clothes, blankets , tuel and mod1c1nea are aoraly 

laolcins. Aocordins to the latest fig,res available, the 

a vo1·nge rations in the cities juet mentioned had gradually 

dropped to 6;10 calories per day (t>~e minilaum nWiber ot 
calories a person, doine very light work , ctln normally 

live on , is put at 2000 calories per day. The ariti~h 

ratione , "'hich admittedly are not luxurious , are calcul­

nted to represent 2500 - '000 calories per day) . Seyoa 

I nquart , German Governor o'! t he l•etherlanda, in e. r ecent 

broadcast to tha people o'! Holland (on January 7th, 1945) 
admitted >~1.th cynical rrankness that "nobody could or 

should contend that the proeent rations were oven approx­

ic:ataly Suf:ficient". J;e textually ~cUied the weekly 

rations per head of the population ac follor~s - 1:hereby 

certainly not puttina tho figur•• at n lower level than 

the facts warrant - "about 1000 grame of braod - unevenly 
dietributed -, approxin.otoly 150 gre.ma of other f&rinaoious 

'!ooda , a little additional eyrUp and sugar, 75 grams at 
vegetable oil , SO graB~ ot cheese and , with diffic'll.ty , 

1000 grAms of potuoes". It V~ill be noticed thct Seyes 

Inquart does not pretend that thaoe utterly <leficient 

rations include e1 'thsr mort , butter or milk , >~tlich in 

fact , at least in the c1 tics , are not to be had . Thia 

fo:mor Austrian Quisling only mentions these rations in 

his apeoeh in order to CO!llpDro them to .mat the people of 

the 11etherlande we1·e get1.ing before they started the rail­

road etrilcc in compliance with the orders of thei r t.overn­

ment in London and o! the Allied lf4h Co::nand in vio" of 

tho Arnhem operation, and so ns to prove to them that they 

only have the~aolves to blame for the situation in which 
t!>ey find tlulculvea at present . 
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lfo milk ... ans no adequate way o:r :reeding babies or 

small children , Is it to be wondered at that according to 

in:rannntion received somo weeks ago , in:rant mortality in this 

part of the country was steeply increasing and had elroady 

jumped to double the usual rate? t.any reports oonta1n accounts 

of people fainting in the streets and along the r osds for 

lack o:r nourislune nt , IJen , who would nevGr have even thought 

of such a thing bero:re now in some ott~es succumb to the tempt­

ation of working for the Germans in or der t o obtain a few 

extra rations ror themselves and tm1r families . 'llell au­

thent icated report 6 tell or daylight holdups and robber i e s 

of bskeryshops and bakerycarts , a thing rormerly unheard 

or in our l aw- abiding country . But then starvation too was 

formerly unheard of, 

Accordins to the best information availabl e the re 

is actual famine in the big cities, Clothing and especially 

woolen or flannel WlCierweB:l· i s also very scaroe . Clothes 

wo1·n- out , or seized by the Germnna , cannot be r eplaced , 

and so the rna jori ty o:r t he people , whet Iter at home or out­

or-doors are ill- equipped to stand the rigour s of the win­

terclimate , Blankets have been looted by the Germans 1n vast 

nWllbers , Besides lack of food and clothing there is also an 

acute lack of fuel. No wood or ooal is available for private 

use so that t here is no way of heating even one room to live 

in or of warming ~ or cooking the meagre supply of food one 

succeeds in settinc. Seyas Inquart in his speech mentioned 

a hove , llba.rply cri tioises the f.etmrlands police ror not 

preventing more effectively the cutting down of trees i n 

public parks and ga r dens by people in neod or fuel , As 

moreover the gasv.orks have been stopped , and such electric 

power stations - a s are still workins on mengro coal rations -

only may supply electricity to German buildings and concerns , 
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the people have to remain in the dark trom sunset to sunrise . 

i'.he absence o:t coal he s still another e:tfe ct , and that is that 

gradually there is no :tuel avnilable :tor the electric pump­

installations which keep a large portion of the country trom 

beco~~ting inundated. If the worst comes to the worst in this 

reSpect , over 50 percent of !lorth WoRtorn Holland (that is 

to say of the provinces of North Holland , South Holland and 

Utrecht) incl uding considerable portions of Ams terdam and of 

Rotterdam will be tlooded . It 1e i n t his connection also 

that a very real danger exists with reapeot t o the drinl<ine 

water in the large centers . If , due to the stopping or 

nood.ing of the waterworks and se'i'i'arage s:,rstem , dr1 nk:ing water 

is no lonser dependable, it will be impossible to avoid disease 

and epidemics . Already the spreading in an al8.2'llling way of 

dyphteria and typhoid fever is announced trom Amsterdam. An 

increase o:t disease is a l so caused by the absence of soap , 

which has not been available now for many months , and the 

consequent impossibility to keep clean; vermin and skin 

diseases are prevalent as never before during tbe occupation. 

HUnger , cold , darkness , dirt , disease and floods. 

Is it any wonder thl\t Seyss Inquart with unparalleled. cynicism 

ironically wished the people o:t the Jletherlands good luok this 

year , "for otherwise the situation which today is character­

ized by hunger, c old and misery , might unexpectedly grow into 

a catastropheu •••. ? 

All this is appalling, but to make matters infi nite­

l y v;orse t he Gennans have officially called up all men between 

the ages of 17 and 40 (born between the years 1905 and 1928 ) 

to VTork i n Germany . i'hose who do not volunta2·1ly come to the 

regiotration offices are liable to the death penalty if they 

are caught; so are all people helping or harboring them. 
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Erten&ive raul.ae are orraniud in the cities and in the 

vill.aeos. Streete are cordoned ott and Dlnhunta carried out . 

In Rotterdam, e . f • , the Gerana succeeded 1n one weelr 1n 

netting approximately 54.000 men ; in the Hague , ll&arlom, 

Utrecht and other towne many more thoueande were oau8ht and 

sent ott to •10rk , tor the meat part in t.enr.any . The trans­

portation of these men and boy" takes place under ghastly 

conditions; in an attempt to demoral i se the victims , they 

often are ""'de to ""'rch lena d18tances without toed or 

pause (frcl!l Rotterdam to utrecht for instance , which io 

about 40 £llles) and are then herded into cattle cere and 

shipped off without onoutlh toed or clothing to last tor tho 

long journey. Soy sa Inquart in •expleini.n&" this deporta ­

tion o:! labor to the Netherlan:ia people 1n his recent brot:.d­

cast said : " In this meet total ot all wars evorythina thet 

can in a way be used must be considered as il!lportant tor the 

wer and 1 ts 1nteroets11
• 

What this bunt tor ala ve labor really mans to the 

population ot tho .Netherlan:ie will be realised it one knowe 

that be tore thie latest measure in re spoct o:! all mn between 

17 and 40 , between tour and tive hundred thousand workers 

bad already been deported to Gemall7 fro .. the liatherlan4e. 

Conditione , aa ia wall known, 1n most ot the labour cemps 

in C..rman:r are extremely bad , both fro::o a physical and moral 

point o:! vie,., Death both from ill- treatment and neglect 811d 

from re1ng ex:pooed to the Allied bombing ot German war taotor-

1ea have been widespread , The Natherlands Government and th• 

reaietanco movement 1n Holland are doing everything in their 

power to diesuado the mon themoolvea from registorina and 

to prevent Government o!tio1elo and business men from collabor­

ating, :!'or ...,_tevor mo'tiv. , with the Germans with re~rd to 
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theee deportation•. rhe ruponae to tha Ci!rman oallup haa bun 

1nsisni~icant ao tar , but it in some isolated caaee the apathy 

ot the viotimo , due in largo part to l ack ot adequate tood anc! 

shelter, ahould be too ~~roat to be overcome , and it , lwod by 

promi ses ot plentiful tood , those mon now ahould pro!er goins 

to G<o=any voluntarU:r rather than risking further etarvation 

in Holland , it would hardly be ao...>-pr1sing, 

Ae 1a unc!oubtedly alrcad;y ltnown, tha ono101 4ur1ns tho 

period ,...,...... ot occupation have so far ldllod ooo:e 150. 000 

~etr~rlanda oiti~n• ot which 120, 000 Je~s r.ho, aooar<lins to 

r eliable 1ntarmation, have boon deported to and deatroyed in 

Poland , It ia ouportluoUA here to montion tho atroo1tioo woioh 

have been oo~ittod by the Germans both in the concentration 

camps (the camp at Vu~>t alone accounted for 1}. 000 killinga) 

and prisons and oloo~noro , but wi th every day that paesoe ~are 

atrocities are committod and more innocent victims added to 

the total number. 

Prom the toreao1n& only one conclusion can be drawn 

and tl:llt is that tha people 1n !forth Western !lolland are taoins 

physical deatruotion . It probably is not too late yet to .ave 

a eons1der8blc portion or 'them, but 1n a few monthl ti.me it 

..Ul undoubtedly ba out of the question. 

We have before ua tha picture ot an inc!uatrioua and 

eultured people with a lons and not inglorious history , soins 

to their doom, Wi~hout stressing the humanitarian a1do of this 

matter I wish to put tho question mather it ie in tha interest 

of the world in sonaral , and of Waatorn eivil1zat1on and of 

Western Europe in plll'tioular, that this nation be crippled anc! 

partly annihilated . J.M 1t 1a perhaps useful to atrua thio 

point : altho\ll!h tho north- Western part of the .;;etherlanda co.,._ 

priaea only about ono third of ~he oountr;r•a total area and 

one halt ot ita population , 7et this part hila al""'J'a baon -
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ond sti l l ia , politically and economically speaking, tho heart 

o! the country . That oountry obviously has a de f1n1 te political , 

aooial , cultural 11.'>4 economic role t o ful1'1ll on the \leater.n 

fringe of the European continent ; from t he potnt of view of 

international peaco end tranquility , any void created there 

would be s ure to havo Wldes1rable conoequencee ! or othere in­

terested in that part ot Europe. It is , trot e;oes without say­

ing, neceeoary that this war be won , out I aoaort that 1t ta 

not r.eceesarr tor winntna the •IO.r that condi tiona ere allowed 

to spread and develop , whatever dutiee our ruthless enell,)' -.y 

have to provido f'or the feeding ot the population or tho tiorth 

llostPI'Il part of the Netherlands , which wUl inevitably reeult 

in its total or partial ruin ard extinc~ion, On the contrary , 

i t is p1'ac1soly because thoro ia no need to ot10ri1'ice t heeo 

unfortunate people that help sbouH. be brought to them with-

out delay. It 1s nor. the 4uty or the ;:ethcrlMdo Jo•..,rnment to 

uk ror urscnt military action ror the purpoo~ ot driving the 

Germans out or Holland. They feel that thin to a r easonoble 

and necessar-; r equest , and thf>y woul4 bo! graterul for an &Diur­

ance that nothing will be let't Wldono to th1a end . Sho•lld , 

contrary to the hopoe of the Jletherlands Gowrnment , 1cmo418to 

military help be out of tho question , then imMediate reliof 

in the !<IX"lll e1 tllor of mass evacuation or in that of' !'cod , 

cl othing , tuol and medtcal supplies 1& an ~perative necessity. 

!·lay I end by aend ins you and :.:rs. Rooaevol t my affect­

ionate ret11%'Js . 

WILHEib'INA. 
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The a1~uatton in the atill ooo~iocl part ot the 

Je~borlancl a baa cletor1orated to .uob an alanoins enent 

~ha1: I ebould ""17 ... ob l1lro to preaont to ;ro'-1 pera ollllll;r 

a tU:Ll picture or t hat 81 tUAition and appeal ttrtentl:r to 

:rou tor vary apeedJ help. 

41 reeenU:r oa .ran.....,. 6th , 1 945 , two -~~~rs or 

the letherlon~• Cabinet , the .!'r1ao 1'1n1etor 1"1". " . S . Gerbran<\7 

and tha 111n1atar ot Shipping ancl J'1ahor 1u R • .r . It , do Boo:r , 

hac1 a oonterenee at s.!!. A. E. 1 . with tho SupreM lll1o4 

c o.....,der , Oeneral F.1Mnllo-r in order to clhoun certain 

relief problea a with re~ard to the Wather l a ncl a , aor o oapeO• 

iall;r in tho area or the countr:r -.bich re1101na to ba ltbar· 

ated . !be:r found 1n Oeneral li"nhower not onl:r • 8:fiiPO• 

t bot1c and unclor'""ndin& listener but alao a •n •ho tull:r 

roal1Eeo the great importance ot working o11t plana t or tho 

iN&ediate relief, upon ita l1~rattoo by t~e Allioa or t bo 

at&rTins popu:latio11 ot 11'uurn HollaacJ . 

The 4 1Bcnae1ona both with C.ner8l J:ieonbowor 

poraouall:r aD4 t bo aazt da;r witb General lle4ell Oalth , 

Chief or Stott to General l!iaenbooter and General ()raM~ , 

U aiatant Ohiot ot Stott :or 01 rtl .uratrs , ware , to tbo 

a1D4a ot the Jetherlooda Cabinet lliniatera , quite aatia­

t a ct_,. _. tba7 n .. 1 .... the wr:r 4ef1Alite !.Qffaa1on that 

ewr:rthinll btlllllnl7 poaaibl e " ould l>e done b:r &. R. J.. B. P,, 

oot oni¥ in t ba pl anntna itael! but 1110 in Yiew or ~he 
tt.el¥ euen1on ot tba r ellet oparaUoa pro'f14acl t bare 

4aea an re.alt ~ \ bia a otiaD 11114,.. preJutloe t o all ltar:r 
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operat1oM 1 a notion IIIIich , it wae at;ree4, wae to be 4e1'ined 

fUrther, 11' poee1ble. 

I t 1e no11 , thoro fore , beoauoe the llethorlande 

Govern.ant feel dieappointed or d iaoouraged in oon .. quence 

o1' t beir l•t .. t talks wi t b s. H. A. E. r. thot I b..,.e decide4 

to .. ko tbie pereonal. 11ppeal to you. It ia beoau•• the ei­

tuation 1n -., country baa beoo11e eo critical tbat I t eal 

that it 1e no longer eu1'!1cient to plan tor iuediate relief 

atter liberation, en11 if the plaue deTieed are tbe beat 

posaible plena and their tt.oly ezeoution aaoured 0 but that 

action o:r !!! entirely di f1'erent nature will he,. t o be taken 

~· Conditione in tho et ill occupied part o:r Holland as 

will appear 1'roll BOliO :raota and t1guru aentioned below, 

have at preeent become eo desperate , t hat it ia abuodantly 

ole...- tbat 0 11' a •3ar oateatropbe 0 the like o1' IIIlich haa 

not been seen 1n Weatern Europe ainoe tho middle a gea, is 

to be &Yoided in Holland, oa.ethlng draa tic hAs t o be done 

.!!.!!• tbat ie to •r before and aot attar t he liberation ot 

the rest of tbll ooUDtry. 'rha situation 18 precarious 

enough in tllll lorthern and Eastern proYincee , where the 

a. .... .,. have oarried o:r:r sre•t ' Qilllt1 tie a o:r !oodatutt• 

lllld cattle &Dd where they •Y be counted upon with cert ain­

ty to oarrr ott or dutrot whotenr remains when tho ti .. 

o011ea !or thea to retreat, but it 1e eepecially in Jlorth­

wo atsrn Hollan4 0 t llll eection coa~p:rieing the prortncee o! 

!lorth Rolland, South Rolland and Ot:re oht where by :rar the 

worst coll41t1one prevail. tour ao4 a halt a1111on people , 

or 11111! ot the total population o! t he llethorlanda, u.,.. 

in tbia 4onM17 populated. area. It 1a here that t he bis 

oitiee or .l88ter'--o Rotterdaa, The Hague, Otrecbt , Baarla• , 

Leiden , Deln aod Dor4reobt are e1t,.tw4, 11114 it 1• aepeo­

iallT here thot the ••••ntial naoe•itlu ot lito, wob 
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u roocl , c1cnboa, b1anltata , tllel ana • clioinu era eonl7 

leek ina. o\ocorclina to the l atut nauru a""11eb1a , the 

anr ar;e rationa in tha o1u .. 3uat Mntioned had graduaU7 

4.roppecl. t o 6,0 caloriu per h 7 (tha .Uniaua nwober or 

oa1or1aa a peraon, doin& vory l1&ht work , c~ nor&all1 

11"" on, 1a put a t 2000 oalor1u per 4aJ', 'rha Britiab 

ratione , M>icb adlo1tt.411 are net 1uxur1owo, era calolll• 

ne4 to r.pruent 2500- )000 caloriu p or U J), Sa7 .. 

I"'llUt , German Gc""rnor of the letberlancle , i.n a recent 

broadca rt to tbe people of Uollan4 (on January 7th, 1H51 

aclJaittacl. with cynical tra llltD4oaa that •nobocty oolllcl. or 

ahollld contend that t.,. p.-. .. nt rations ""re e w n appro1-

ialtol7 aurncient• . lla tenuall1 IJM!<>1!1~cl the 10eeltl1 

ration• par !>atwl ct tbe popllla tion •• !ell- - tbera b7 

cal"tAlnlJ not put;tlns t;•a !"it;Un• at a 1.,...,. level than 

the !aote warra.nt' - "about 1000 j$I'&ll8 o! breo4 - UMTanl¥ 

d1 atr1buta4 ., approz imatalJ 170 grama ot other tarinaoioua 

!oocla, a littl e additional oyrup ~d auonr, 75 ~~nma ot 

••eetabla ou , 50 grama or oll .. eo and , ..ttb 4Ut1ollltJ , 

1000 sr-• or potat oea• . I t will be n::oticecl thot Sa7 .. 

I"'wort cloea not protelllt that tt.ae utterl7 dot1o1ent 

rat ione iao1u<le dtbar .,.at , butter or milk , ""1oh 1n 

!acn , at l a aat 1n tbe o1 tie a , are net to be bad, 'rbia 

t ormar o\uatr1a n Quial1ns only mentioca tbe ee raUon.a 1n 

hia apae oh 1n ardor t o OOIIJ)Ilre thea to what the people or 

~he hther landa •roo ~~~~~in& be!ora 1ihe7 atarta<l t be ra11-

roacl atrika 1n c011p11a.ooe with tt. ordera ot their Qoftrn­

• nl. 1n I.ondoJl aJlCI ot tbe .Ulied lliOb Coc;;and i n Yiew ot 

~h• .t.nlbea opera tion, anA e o aa w Jl"Oft 1io thea that t he7 

onlJ ban 1i~fta 1io 'tla• flor 't!>a aituation in 10h1oh 

t be7 f inl t heMel .... at preae.nt, 

I 
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Jro aill< Mane no a4aquate wa;r o:r :raed.l.ng blobi .. or 

-11 chlldren, I• it to bo woocl.entd at tt.t aeoorUns to 

illfana.ation reoa1V<Id ao,.. w .. Jca ae;o , 1ntant IDOrts.l1ty in th.ia 

part of the oountey •• etoepl,y increasing and had alreadJ' 

jWiped to do~ble the uaUAl. rate! l'..an7 reports contain aoeounta 

ot people tainting in the otreata and along tbe roada :Cor 

lack o:r nouriabaant. llan , who wouU naTor ban "'"'D tho\lliht 

or ouch a thing bo:Care n<M in aollll canoe aucowob to tha te~~~pt­

ation ot "arlc1ng :Cor the Germr.na in order t o obtain a tew 

extra ratione tbr tbeaMlfta an!. their taailioa. Wall au-

thentioated repca:t • tall of da7lisbt holdupa and robberies 

ot baieryllhops an4 bakoey""rts , a thing formerl:r unheard 

ot 1n our law- abi diag oountr,.. But t haa otarTition too - • 

:Cor11orly uaheard o:C. 

According to the beet intarmat ion available there 

i• actual taa1ne in the big ci tie• . Clothing aocl. eepeciall;r 

\100len or flannel underwear 1a also very scaroa. Clothes 

worn-out , ar 11iled b;y the Ger<J~~na , cannot bo replacocl., 

ani$ eo the • jorit;y ot tha paopla , 11hether at home or out­

o:C-cl.oors oro 111-oquippocl. t o fltand tho r1e;om:s ot tho w1n­

terolt.ata. Blanlcoto haTO boa!! looted bl' tho CoriDilns in Taflt 

nuaber a , llelicl.ee 1•<* ot toocl. and ol~hins there 11 alao an 

acute laclt ot tuel . J!o wood or ooel ia available :Cor pri'rate 

uaa eo thet thent i l no wa::t ot heating onn one roo. to li're 

in or ot warming up or cookins th.o IIB&gro euppl;y ot toocl. ono 

suooeocl.a in 9"tt1nt. Soya~ lnquart in hie epeeoh mentioned . 
aboTe , lbarpl7 critioiee• the Wethorlando police tor not 

preventing 80n ottloothol,y tbe cutting clown o:C treeo in 

p11blic parlce aD4 r,ar4ena b;y people 1n need o:r ~l. Aa 

IOortiOVIIr tho C&DWO!'I<B haft bOOll otoppecl. o Clld IUOb olootrio 

,_. ••t10118 - •• ara lltill workillg 011 -sre coal ration• -

onl7 •1 euppl,y alaotr1oit7 to Goman bl11ldin51 aocl. oonoorna ,. 
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tba people ba" to re•U in the taft troa wnMt to norlM. 

!be abaenoe or coal bee aUll another .rrac t , all4 that 1e tbn 

l!l'a4uall1 there 1e no lllel nallable tbr t he electrio puap­

inatallat1ona abioh Jr.eap a lar!!• partion of the oountey troa 

be ooaina inunl!ated . It tha • or•t COlMa to the aorat in t bia 

n ap eot , o-..r 50 percent ot Jlcrth Weaterc Itol l ao4 ( that ia 

to aay or tha pro'f111ce a ot lorth Holland , Iouth l!ollall4 and 

Otrocbt) L~lud1na considerable par~ons ot Aaeterdaa and or 

Rotterdaa will be tloo4ed. It 1a in th18 connection alec 

that a ... 2')' real <ttnger e:dau with re..,ect to the drinlr.ill6 

water in the l argo oontora . tl , due to the atcppin~ or 

no...Sinj! or tba - terwol'lca mid ae .... rage 8J8tMI , dr1 nlr.in( - tor 

1a no lc~~~:ar 4epeJIIIa ble , it will ba ilopoa eible to aYoid dieeaae 

and ep1doa1ca . .ur .. .sy tht aprea<l1n& 1n an alara1"1 -1 ot 

4n>bter1a a nd typhoid t e ... r 1a announced troa Aaeterdaa . All 

1ncrea .. or cliaeue 1a alao cauaet. bf the abaence ot eoap, 

which hac not been a,.llable now r cr •n7 aontba , and the 

oonaequent 1apoea1b1l1ty to ke ep ole•n1 yerain and akin 

dieeau11 are pre~ent •• oever be f ore dur1ne the occupation. 

~-un ... r , cold , darkneae , d irt , d ieeaae aJIII no...Sa 

I• it anJ wonder that 8eyea rn.uart with unparalleled a.rntci .. 

i ronically ale bed the pe&ple of t he Jetbarlenda sood l uolr. t bia 

year , •tor other-tee the eit uation which to"-7 ie ollaracter ­

i&ed b7 hunger, cold mid a iaeey, a1ght unerpeote417 III'OW into 

a oa~atropbe• •• • • f 

All tbia h &J'pallina, but to !lftlce -ttera 1Dr1nita­

l1 aorM tha a.z.Ana haY& ott1ciall1 called up all '"" betwaan 

t ha •sa• ot 17 and 40 (bern be-- the yaara 1905 and 1928) 

to warlt in Gerlan7. !boa• • ho d o not 'I'OlWitarU:r COM to tbe 

rap atration offi ce• are lleble to the bath penalt7 1t the:r 

are oa~tiht l • are all ,..,le halpine or barb,..in1 thea. 
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lxtouai.e raeaiaa are ort an1ao4 1o the olt1oa an4 1» the 

dllag .. , Street• an oordona4 off aD4 aJibwrta oerr1e4 o.rt , 

lb R-r4aa, • , &o , t he Oaraaoa auooee4a4 1n om wee1t 1o 

na"to& appraiaatel7 54. 000 .... , 111 the aapa, Baarlea, 

otnoht a114 ott.r t- aAJ11 .. n tholll&llD4a .. re oeQ&tR all4 

Mn orr h .. rlt, tor the ~ part 111 GeraaQ¥. ! be tralla­

ponaUon or theM .. ,. all4 llo7a Ull:aa plaoe ull4ar patl7 

ooD41t1oll81 111 an atte,.t to 4uoral1• t ba 'flOtilla, t haT 

ottan ..-. _,. to .arob lOll& Uotuoe• without roo4 or 

pauM (trOOI Rottar4u to Otncbt tor 1natanoa, which 1e 

abOIR 40 .Uaa) ...a ara t1»11 ber4o4 toto oattla care an4 

lbippef off without a11oup too4 ar ol<rthio& to laet tbr the 
loD& journaJ, SeJ88 lbt\IU"t 1o 0 npla1n111g0 thia bporta­

Uon ot labor to the l atbarlama people 1o hie recant broad.. 

oari ..t4• •ns thU .. et total or all ~• .... r,thio& tbet 

oa11 111 a ~ be uao4 ..,.t be oou14era4 • • 18Portant tor tbe 

- all4 1 ta 111tanata•, 

1lbat thU built tor ala'fO labor reallJ •au• to the 

populat1o11 ot the 18therlllllde will lie raal1M4 1t o,. now• 
that betoro th1a laton -··=· 111 n.,.ot or all ... bet-011 
17 ...a 40, be-11 tour a114 ti'fo blullro6 t bollMlld worker• 

ba4 alna47 bea11 4o..,.-to4 to Gera&IIJ ~· t he atharlan4a, 

Ooo41t1ona, aa 1a wall ltDOWD , 1o aoet ot the labour OA8P8 

111 GerMDJ are artro .. lT ba4, bot;h ~· a pbJelcal ao4 aoral 
point or rtaw, Deatb l>otb ~· 111-tnataaot IID4 m&lact .,, 

~· be1D& a.wpoao4 to the All1e4 boab1og ot Go~n -.r tactor-
1aa heft be• w14aaJ&"Oo4, ! be lotberlan4o OO'fO~nt an4 the 

reaiat.alloe --nt ill Dollao4 an 4o1Dg a'fOrJtbiDg 1o their 

.- w 41_...• the •• tbeaaolfta troa ngiatario& IID4 

to pro ... ot ~ot ott1o1ala u4 llaat ....... tro• oollabor­

et1D&, tltr llbata'IU' -1 ... , wi1b the hi: .. wUb nprt to 
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theae doportationa. Tho roeponae to the Garman oallup bas been 

inaign1t1cant ao tar , but 1t in ao~~e 1aolated caaea the apathy 

ot the v1otima, due in larso part to lack ot ade quate tood and 

abel tar , ahould ba too e;raat to be overcome, and 11' 1 lured by 

proii1Ma ot plentitul food, theae •n now ahould prefer soi ns 

to Germany voluntarily rather than riek1ng further atarvation 

in Holland, it would hardly be aurpriaing • 

.I.e ia undoubtedly already known 1 the enemy durins t he 

period ot occupation have ao tar killed aomo 150.000 Wether­

landa citiaena or which 120. 000 Jews who , according to reliable 

1nformation1 have been deported to and deatroyed in Poland. 

It i a auportluoua hare to •ntion the atrooitiea which have 

been committed by t he Germmla both in the oonoentration oampa 

(the oamp at Vul!ht alone aooounted tor 13. 000 killings) and 

pri aon.e elaewhere 1 but with every day that passes mon 

atrooi ties are oo11111it ted and more innocent viotima added to 

t he total numbar. 

lrom t he !orago1ng only one ooncluaion can be drawn 

and that 1a that the people in Borth Western Holland are facing 

phyaioal deatruotion, It probably i a not too late yet to eave 

a oonaiderabl o portion of t hem, but in a tew montha ti,.. it 

will undoubtedly ba out or the quu tion. 

Wo havo before ua the picture ot an in4u atr1oua on4 

cultured people with a lons and not inglorioua hiatory , going 

to the 1r doom. Without atre osing the humanitarian aide ot this 

matter I wiah to put the quu tion whet her it i a in the intoreat 

of the world 1n general , and ot 91eatern oiv1liaat1on and or 

Waatorn Europe in part icular, that thia nation be crippled and 

~tly ann1h1latod, J.n4 it 1a perhapa u aeful to atrus this 

p ol.nt 1 a1 thout;h t ha llorth-Weatorn part ot the Netherland a COm 

priau only about one third of the country • s total ar,ea and 

ono half of ita p opulation , yot thia part baa alwaya boon -
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aD4 .till 1o, pol1Uoall.)' all4 aaoDOa1oall7 ... ak1na, the ~~ean 

ot tbll oowrt%'7, !bat oowrtr;y obrloual7 ~ a 4at1nih pol1Uoal, 

aooial., oult~Ut~l aD4 aoonoaio role to tul!Ul on tlw Wa.tern 

trin&e ot the Buropean oonUnelltJ t'roa the point ot new ot 

1nte:mat1oaal peaoe 8114 ~llilit7, an:r nU create4 tlwre 

woul4 be OIU'e to ha•• UD4ao1rable oonaa,I.Wnoee :tbr otbllre 1n­

t.re.te4 1n that part ot Burope, It t., that goee without aey­

inat neoee8U'7 tbllt thie .-r be woil, but I aoean that U ie 

DOt neoee8U7 tor wilm1J18 the .-r that oon41t1one 11n all..,.. 

to apr ... an4 4ewlo,, wbate'nlr tuti .. 0111' rutbl .. a ene117 •7 

bllw to tii"O't'Ue tor tile tae41na ot tbe population ot the .lca-tb 

w .. t.rn part ot tbe .. tllerlan4a, wbiab will 1Derttabl.)' neult 

1n ita total or partial ruin an4 an1DotioD. OD tbll Ocmtra%7, 

1t 1e ,noiael.)' beoauM tllere 1e no •e4 to -r1t1oe theM 

lllltortunete people tllet help aboul4 !)a brouaht to thea with-

out ••1A7· n 1e - tbe 411V ot the .. tlwrlande Gow~nt to 

•* tor uraent 11111tart aotian tor tile parpo• o! Uirtna the 

Qe:raane out ot Hollan4, !'he;r teal that t bie 1a a raeeoabla 

aD4 1110 .. a&r7 retu .. t, aD4 tlw;r woul4 be arate:tul :tbr an aaaur­

llllce tbet DOtbina will be left UDlone w tb1a e4, 8boul4, 

ocmtra%7 to the bopea o! tha .. tllerlan4a Gow~nt, t.a41ata 

llil.itar)' help be out ot tile ,~aaat1o11, thaD t-.41ah relief 

111 tbll r .. altbllr o:t ••• aftO~a&tion • 111 thet ot :too«, 

el.otbi.ll&, :t!Ml aD4 _.ioal &Qppliaa 1a u i.oqlerat1n neoeee1t7, 

IIII;J I an« -,. •n41q ;rou aD4 llro,R-'"'lt IQ' attaot-

1oata nsarftl, 

VIILRELKI!lA 
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/ TELEGRAM 

1 WN CO 35 VIA RCA 

liTTLEWICKGRE ENMAS MARCH 17, 1945 
... 

THE PRES IDENT: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

I OFFER YOU AND MRS ROOSEVELT MY S INCEREST CO NGRATULATI ONS ON THE 

OCC ASI ON OF YOUR FORTIETH WEDD ING ANNI VERSARY. I WI SH YOU MANY 

HAPPY RETURNS OF THI S DAY. 

WILHELMINA R. 



, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

March :>J, Hl5 

~u~;ect : neelv t.o ft .. be.;s&dor Ho1 nbeck 
for ;;1• nAtur~ . 

I encloEe, ss requetled u, your meoorandUJ:J of 

~Prct lb, a reply ior your s 11 1~t~e to the letter 

da:ea febru&r) 21, l9l5 tro~ rr. vtanley ! . HornbECK , 

Lon<lon. 

Enclosure: 

Lelt&l' to AJLbassador 
llornbecl; for i;.e 
Presi~ent ' s s _vnatule. 



, 

' 

!.larch 7, 1945 

l.lf..OhA ~.DUt.l roF 'THE 'lllSlDENT 

Subject: Letter from A~bassador hornbeck. 

I enclose for your inform•tion a letter addr essed 

to you, dAted I ebrusry 21, 191.5, fro~ Dr. Stanley r:. 

Hornbeak, American Amheseador neAr lhe Nether l ands 

Govern~ent , Lo~on. 1he Abbassador urges that at this 

time the maximliOl considerateness be extended by the 

personnel of t'1e Allied rovernc:ent.e in t heir cont.11ct.e 

wit.h Net.herlende' off1cia ls and that eo~e mesne be 

found for deliver inr food now to t he people of the 

occupied part of the Netherlands. 

l ncloeure: 

Aa stated. 

l Cr-T" 0. Q!lEW 

Acting Secretary 
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lltpartmtnt of 6tat r 
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I:NCLOSURE 

LtUer drafted :H!l-4~ ----

~ P_r_n~_!D·;:t:._ ___ _ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

llaroh 18, 1046. 

IIDORAJfDUI( roa 
'fBI li&CRB! ARY OP SUB 1 

JOlt PRIPARA'l'IOII OP RE?LY 

JOlt ICY 8 IGIIA'f!JRE, 

r .D.a. 
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Dear Mr. Preeident : 

I. 

near the Netherlc.nds GoverMent 
London, February 21 , 1945. 

In my contacta thus far wtth offici~l~ or the 

Ne t herlands Government I have encountered eevcral 

who seec weary, perplexed , apprPhensive, burdened 

with a psychosis or fruetret1on and--in greater or 

lees degree-- euep1oioning resentment. Regarding some 

or the~, there cooe to me reports that i~ their deal­

i ngs with opposite numbers i n t he allied govornoente 

they are i mportunate to a degreo which creates 1rri tll­

tion and impatience. ~ere are ~tmong the~, however, 

more than a few ~o seem calm, cheerful, optimistic, 

L'nd >'ho are 1n their contacts effectively urbane . 

The long and the short of the cotter is that 

these offioiols ere representir~ and a re worki ng on 

behalf of a country which is emnll , is being weekened, 

end 1e--tnth warrant--terribly concerned about ita 

future ; and thel· are dceling oonet~ntly with off1o1ale 

ot three countri es (in pllr t 1oular) wluch are large, 

are 

The Pres1den t, 

The ll'hite House . 
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nre powerful , and are preoccupied with the problem 

of defeating oon~on enemi es and laying foundations 

for relationshi ps of peace and eecurity in the post­

~·ar world. 

Some of the problems with which thesP Netherlands 

offiaials are confront ed are or vital i mportance to 

thm and are or e nature •:hich c11n be given more ayt!lpa­

t hetic consideration by t he Oovernc~nt an~ the people 

of the Uni ted States than by t hose or any other country. 

The greatest ~nd most immediately pressinc of those 

probl~e is that or survival-- first or their people , 

second of thei r cou~try . There is 8 very reel question 

today whether many or their people--especially those 

who live in western Holland and those lihO hrve been 

taken by the Germane for sl~ve labor- -may not in the 

course of the next six months die of starvetion , neglect 

or abuse ; a question whether still core or them will no~ 

have become so worn down thut they can never fully 

(i . e. , both physically and psychologice~ly) recover; 

e question how far the stamina or the nation is being 

permanently imp~~red ; a question what •~ll be the poli t ­

ical structure or the met r opolitan area and or the 

emn1re when oond1t1ono of peeae have taken t ho plece of 

conditione of war; and , f i nall y, 8 question what wi l l 

be the etandin&, the contribution end the influence or 

t he Netherlands in 1nternat 1onnl relatione in the poet­

wnr world. 
Theae 
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These officials ~nd their people are l ooking to 

the Government ~nd the people o! t he Uni ted Stat ea tor 

a kind end a degree ot consideration and helpfulness 

grentPr than they hope or exoect to receive from the 

governments and people& ot eny other countries . They 

are not asking tor charity . They do plead t or oppor­

tunity. They want to be able t o buy--at the earliest 

possible moment. They cling to a concept of independ­

ence which oakes them reaentful ot the !act t hat in 

reality ttey are dependent upon and have to accept the 

dictates of their greater and more powerful alliea . 

Nowhere i s there greater call , it seems to me, in 

the fiel d ot our reletions With other count ries, for 

patience , t olerance , forbearance, giving or mat erial 

assistance and the whole content ot the cour se ot good 

neighborliness, on the part ot the United States, than 

in our relations With theae hard-pressed Ne t herlanders; 

nowhere a greater call--not even in our r elations with 

the Chinese . 

II. 

One of the thi ngs th&t these officials most crave 

is that i n matters ot special concern t o their country 

they be consulted, that in matters ot common concern 

they be taken i nto the confidence ot the i r alliea, t hnt 

aa a government they be given full opportunity t o express 

their views, advance t hei r ola1me , and make their country ' a 

cc!'l':li tmente 
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commitments on an 1 i n council' basis . The more it may 

be round possi bl e for t he people and the governments 

of t he greater po~rera to accord them and their views 

end their representations sympat hetic consideration , 

the easier it will be t o r econcile them t o deci sions 

which run counter t o their desires and t o el i c i t fro~ 

t hem the fu l lest cooperation of which they are capable . 

III, 

Most important , ho•.<ever , today, ot all the problems 

that conrront t hem and that r elate to them , is t he pr ob­

lem of getting ~ to their people . At this moment 

starvation stares the populat i on of western Holland , 

including The Hague , squarely in the f&ce . Unless food 

can be sent into that area not onl y soon but more than 

soon, there can be no telling how many innocent and 

wort~ while peopl e may be lost to Holland and to the 

1;orld--a devel opoent 11hich , \<ere it to occur, liOUld lay 

t~e major po1·1era open to a vari e t y of charges by hostile 

critics in days to come. 

It is not tor me t o attempt to assess what may be 

the conditions of need in France and ln Belgium ; but on 

the basi s ot such information as I have, it docs not 

appear that the people of either of those countri es are 

critically short of r ood , and it does appear that neither 

of t hem has suffered as have t he Dutch or has in pr ospect 

such fur ther sufferings as have the Dutch, '.l'hat may be 

the 

• 
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t he situations in Ital y and in Non;ay are matters 

for consideration in some other cont ext . Whatever 

=Y be the needs elsewhere, in wes tern Hollend t he 

&~tch ere now confronted ~~th conditions of desperctc 

need. 

IV. 

There are , I ~:e ll know and understand , considera­

tions of pol icy, considerations or military strategy, 

proble~e of r el ative advantages in allocation of short 

eu~pliea and ! n use or sh1P?ing space , etc ., etc . 

Against the background of thcee conei deratione, 1t ia 

easily possi ble t o believe and to at!1ro t hat delivery 

or ·rood '"o tho popul ati on or unlibcrated Holland at 

the present time or in the ncar future is 11 i :npoeei ble" . 

':'hat conclusi on , houever, oan only deriv e from prc:Jises 

exp~essive Of man-made decisions. There is fOOd , there 

are ships, there &re airplanes, there are a~ed ! orccs . 

There 1s one ~oss1ble p rocedure at least--and there art 

perhaps othora--by which food could be gotten into 

Hollan~ . Over vnd over during t he r ecent years or war 

ther e hao been achi eved not only the possi bl e but also 

the 1 impoaaible 1 • In r egard t o each an~ to both ot 

these there have had to be c~de athigbest levels choices 

as bet ween co~pet1ng claima and objectives . The situation 

1e 



is ohanginv constantly and deci sions made at given 

momenta oomo in for review tro~ time to time as changes 

oocur . I t \tould be !napproprit.te for me t o a ttempt to 

susseat et ld1et :9Qint or in what manner a review should 

be made or deci si ons ot strategy, whet her cilitary or 

poli tical or both. It ie my function to bring to your 

attention !acts and t o inform you regarding what eeem 

to me t o b e noss1b1lit1os. These two t hings I have 

ettempted to do in this lett er. 

v. 
Recapitulating : 

There 1;ould see:~ to be special need at thie time 

tor the maximum of coneiderateness on the part or the 

personnel of the alli ed governments in t heir contacts 

w~th and their handling ot the Dutch; Holland is in 

danger ot being su~erged (in more waye than one) ; the 

Dutch nation, e~ell i n numbers at beet, is in danger 

ot bei ng decimated; that eituation poses a problem and 

present s ~ challenge to the good wi ll , t he capacity 

and the i ngenuity of the whole community of the United 

Natione . 

Yours reapect!ully , 

s.rc. .• •< ._~~~ 



J , 

March 24, 1945 

Dear Bornbeoka 

I .m glad to have your letter of ~ebruary 21. 

1945• setting forth the deaperate need for large 

1oale relief in the oooupi ed area of the Nether­

land&. Your personal apprailal ot the a1tuat1on 

i• moat helpful, 

Very a1noerely your•• 

l~I~ o; ROOSEVEL~ 

The Honorable 
Stanley K, llornbeck• 

American Amb a11ador• 
'Bear the lfet)lerllnd• Goverm.nt. 

Care of American lreilu•y• 
London. 
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/ ·, 
(Copy) 

I 

n .. 

St or noway 
Rockcli££e Park 

O t tawa 

Dear Mrs . Roosevelt, 

March 25th ' 45 

I wanted to thank you once more ~o much {or the lovely week-

end with yourself and t he President. It is an awful i dea that it was 

in the nature of a good-bye visit, but then, good-byes d on' t really 

exist anymore in thi s small worl d, especially when one has become 

of the migrating type of humans. And also, please don• t forget the 

standing invitation to come and s tay -- or is it camp? -- with us 

in Holland ..... 

Mother just came back from her first visit to Holland, she 

describes it as an indescribably beautiful exper i ence. 

The news is certainly thrillingly heartening, and one hates to 

get out o{ hearing distance of a radio set. 

I did so appreciate to be on the s pot at your 40th wedding 

anniversa ry, and l loved to be able to come and see you a nd l' m 

very very grateful for your hospi tality and the lovely stay. 

With much love 

Yours affectionately 

{Signed) Juliana 
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OEPARTMENT OF" STAT£ 
WASHINGTON 

Aoril 9, 1945 

t.fu.IORAIIDU~ FOR TK! Phl..SIDENT 

Subject: Food Situation in the Netherlands 

Reference is made to Mr . Bassett ' s memorandum 
dated April 4, 1945 re(luestinl' a. report for you on the 
status of measures to bring relief to the civi l iAn pop­
ulation of the occupied portion of the Netherlan~s . 

1he food situation in thnt area had r eached a 
state of serious deteri oration by Nove;nber 1944 . In­
ouiry v.as made of Gene~al t:isenh01· er v.het her he Muld 
object f rom the military point of view to shipments 
of relief supplies to occu)ied Holland. He replied 
that be had no objection and, moreover , indicated t he 
desirability of such shipments . Since Dece;nber so­
proximately 20, 000 tons of relief foodstuffs and oed­
i cines have been forv.arded. The greater oart of sup­
pli es thus far sent have been of Swedish origin. 

The Departzent of State and the Forelgn ~conomic 
Administra tion recently approved, after further clear­
ance with SHAEF, a Bri tisn oroposal to make f urther 
and continued shipments to occuoied Holland of relief 
supolies u a to 5,000 tons Y/eekly. I nitial shinments 
will be mrde f rom food stockpiles i n the United King­
dom. 

At the titne the repor t by the delegates of the 
Intern tional 1\ed Cross Commi t tee v;as made, i t is 
believed that distribution of the ini tial shi~ments 
from Eweden had not begun. These shipJlents pius the 
further ship~ents recently aut hori zed should serve 
materially to alleviate condit ' n in that ar 

----------------~· 
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