


THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

March 23, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

In accordance with the request contalned in jyour
memorandum of March 23, I am enclosing herewlth a sug-
gested draft reply to be sent by you In raply to the

mesaage which the Frime Miniater of YNew Zealand ad-

dressed to you on March 19 through the winister of New
Zealand.

In your memorandum to me you stated that you
wished to hand this reply to lr. lash when he calls
upon you tomorrow, larch 24,

I am informed by the War and Navy Departments that
they are drafting messages for jyou to send to the FPrime
Minister of Australia and of New Zealand, Since T am
not informed of the nature of these messages, I assume
that you will wish your present message, in reply to
Mr, Praser's message to you, to be brief and in gen-
aral terms and I have drafted 1t consequently accord-
ingly.

Balieve me

Faltgfully yows,
Encs.

The President, j__-* \k’(/ld

The White House.



March 19, 1942,

sir,

Mr. Churchill has advised me of the offer which
you have been so good as to make through him to despatch
to New Zealand a Division of the United States Army in
order to enable us to retain in the Middle East the New Zealand
Forces which are at present engaged there,

I have informed Mr, Churchill that we warmly welcome
and at once accept this offer and I wish to extend to you
perscnally an expression of our deep gratitude and appreciat ion.

In our opinion, it is impossible to exaggerate the
importance in the war against Japan of New Zealand and Fiji
as essential stepping stones on the route of aerial reinforcements
from the United States, or of New Zealand itself as one, with
Australia, of only two possible strong points in this part of
the world which can and must be held during the defensive period
until the time for offensive arrives, when they become vital and
essential as the only possible bases from which that offensive
can apring. These facts seem to us to be so patent that they
will be apparent to Japanese who may well act accordingly.
Substantial Japanese Forces are obviously now free for further
adventures, and it seems to us, therefore, that time is of the
very essence of the matter if a Japanese attack in this direction
is certainly to be repulsed, and we are not without the gravest

The President of the United States,
DECLABEIFIED
Washington, D.C,. By Authority nrm
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apprehension lest the help that you are sending to us
may arrive too late,

If, therefore, in addition to the naval farces
which we have been so happy to welcome in the South Western
Pacific (whose recent activities have been such a splendid
encouragement and inspiration to us) there is any possibility
of expediting and, if possible, indeed increasing the help
in men, and no less important in equipment, which the
United States is now so penerously extending to us, believe
me Mr, President this would not only be a matter of the
greatest satisfaction to us but we think a very substantial

contribution to our combined war effort in the Pacifiec,

Frime Minister

KNew Zealand.
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Hareh 24, 1942

TO THE PRIME MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND

Your message ol larch 19 has besn recelved
through lr. Nesh. T mm glad to learn that the ar-
rangement which we proposed meets with your warm
approval,

I am in complete agreement with your statements
in regard to the lmportance in the war against Japan
of lew lealand and the P1J1 Islands which, togetler
with Australis, can end mmst be held and used as
bases for an coffenaive against Japan,

I want you to know, lir. Prime Minister, that
we are stralning every effort to send the forces to
which you refer at the earliest possible moment, We
shall slsoc do what we can toward inereasing the help
in men snd In equipment, Everything that 1t ls pos-
aible for ws to do in this regard as a contribution
to our combined wer effort will be done.
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THE WHITE HOUSE 1}‘
WASHINGTON \

March 23, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

Please prepare reply and
I will hand it to him when he
comes in tomorrow.

F. D. R.

Letter to the President from
the Prime Minister of New Zealand
in re Division of U. 8. Aruy going
to NHew Zealand.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

Maprch 21, 1942

My dear Mr. Presidentg

I have just received a letter from the Minister of
New Zealand enclosing a message addressed to you by the
Frime Minlster of that Dominion.

I am enclosing coples of both of these communica-
tions for your informatlion.

Will you let me know of the reply which you deaire
made and also whether you wish me to arrange with your
office for an appointment with you for the Minister of
New Zealand during the first days of next week.

Belleve me

ully yours,

Enclosure.

The Presl dent,
The Whlte Houss.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 28, 1942.

WEMORANDUM FOR
H. L. H.

For your informaticn and

the necessary action.
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; New ZeaLano LEcaTion

WasHinaTOoN, D. C.

March 26th,
1942,

Kr. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States,
thite House,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Dear Mr, President:

The attached appreciation relative to reguirements
for land and Air Defence of New Zealand is supplied in re-
sponse to your desire to read it - as expressed during my
interview with you on Tuesday last.

The statement does not cover Naval requirements
which I would however be pleased to provide on reguest.

May I thank you sincerely for the close personal
interest which you have shown, and are showlng, in the defence
of my country.

The enclosure covers the Defence requirements only
without restating the extended reasons for their supply which
I gave to you orally and a copy of which I have given to Mr.
Harry Hopkins with whom I discussed the subject, at your re=-
quest, on the evening of themame day on which I saw you,

Yours sincersly,



SUMMARY OF CABLED INFOMMATION ON DEFENCE

OF WEW ZEALAND,

Some three weeks ago, I cabled my Government enguiring for a brief
appreciatlon of the land and air defence problems of New Zealand with
estimate of land and air forces - facilities and squipment required to
meet the new situation, topether with a statement of facilities and equip=—
ment of land and air forces at present available and what steps were being
taken te increase security by raising and equipping new formations and in—
ereasing weapon preoduction,

The enquiry assumed that Naval Defence problems were being carried
out in cooperation with the United States Havy which had already taken
steps to put its policy into effect.

The first point in the reply emphasized that (1) the most effective
insurance against the invasion of Hew Zealand is that given by Naval Ferces
which should, with adequate air support, intercept any enemy expedition be=
fore it reaches New Zealand - and that (2) with adequate air cover, Naval
Forces must be the mainstay of the offensive for which we should start to
prepare now,

Preparation of Naval bases for the United States Facific Flest is
assumed in the following appreciation to receive very high priority. The
full details of all naval requirements in New Zealand and adjacent islands
associated with its defence are contained in other appreciations, This
report which mentions Naval Defence in Section 1 covers Adr and Land Defence
requirements only in Sections 2 and 3,
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SECTICN 1,

2. It is noted in your telegram no request is made for
unilateral appreciation Naval defence problems and it 1s assumed
this omission iz due to fact that Naval defence to a larpe extent
is now the responsibility of the United States Navy, yet it must
be emphasised however that most effective insurance against in-
vaslon 1s that given by Naval Forces which should with adeguate
air support intercept any enemy expedition bafore it reaches
New Zesland. loreover, with adequate air cover, laval Forces
must be the mainstay of our subseguent offensive Lor which we
should start to prepare now, Preparation of Haval bases for
United Stetes Pacific Fleet must, therefore, receive very high

priority.
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3e The scale of enemy attack estimated by the Chief of the

General Staff is two divisions, There can be no certainty it will
not be exceeded in view of the fact that a greater properticn of 29
Japanese divisions or more in South West Pacific area may, having now
completed their first task, be diverted for attack on this area, The
problem must, therefore, be approached from point of view of doing
maximum possiblt to secure both Fiji and New Zealand as bases for a
future cffensive. The most convenlent way of answering gquestions

on land and alr offence which you ask in your telegram is to consider
Army and Adr problems separately. Section 2 of this message will
therefore deal with Army side and Section 3 with air, There iz an

added secticn for giving a brief appreciation of man power situatiom,

SECTICN 2, AHMY FORCES HEQUIRED.

4s  The strength of the Army required to provide security for New Zealand
is much influenced by Naval situation and by strength of New Zealand Air Forces,
The Naval situation, even if in our fawour, is liable to be seriously upset
by defeat and cannot at present be regarded as in any way a substitution for
local defences, Air defence depends upon quality and nusber of aircraft,
efficlency of air units, and capacity of aerodromes and does not appear likely
to afford an optimum deterrent against heavy scale of attack for a long time,
Land forces are thersfore of prime importance meanwhile until Naval and Adr

situaticns develop materially in our faveur.

P‘E‘ 3.



5., Factors of importance in land defence of New Zealand are
(1) Isolation of Hew Zealand from other lands which virtually prevint
enemy using shore based aircraft during approach and enhances value
both strong New Zealand air forces and of strong land farces to prevent
enamy from securing & footing anywhere in NHew Zealand,
(2) Elongated shape of its lengthy coast line,
Present lncomplete warning system,
Prevalence harbeoum and landing beaches,
Creat distances between vulnerable points,
Existence of Cook Straits,
Limited capacity main roads.
Three foot six inch gauge railways.
These factors require strong mobile forces in at least seven widely
separated areas and local gparrisons for secondary ports and sheltered
waters in addition to fortress areas, Asrodrome protection is difficult
as many are close to coast and there is much flat land in sparsely
populated areas, Thus forces required in each island must be considerably
suparior to likely enemy forces to ensure speedy and effective opposition
by at least egual forces and rapid concentraticn superior force,
6. ESTIMATE LAND FORCES HEQUIHED — for lew Zealend,
& Divisions complete, including:
anti-aireraft artillery
anti-tank i
field "
and other arms and services vide British
War Establishment,
13 Battalions

10 Aerodrome Defence Battalions

Page L.
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9
3

Armoured Fighting Vehicle Regiments

Army Tank Battalions

Survey Begiments
Medium Artillery

&

20
8
3
-
9

13
8

N NN OF @ O O N O

9«2 inch Coast Defence Batteriea

6 inch " L] L

5 inch or 4 inch Coast Dafence Batteries

Regiments Medium Artillery in seml Coast Defence Role

Heavy Anti-aircraft Regiments to man 233 Heavy AA guns

Light Anti-Aircraft Regiments to man 318 Light A A guns
Anti-aireraft Searchlight Batteries to man 306 AA Searchlights

Anti-liotor Torpedo Boat fire units (of 2 puns each).

- Mﬂ._[igf Viti Levu except where
Vanua Lewvu stated].
Division complete (as for Hew Zealand)
2 Brigade Groups (one for Vanua Lewu)
Battalions (two for Vanua Levu)
Armoured Fighting Vehlele Regiment
Squadron Army or Cruiser Tanks
Regiment Ledium Artillery
Battery Medium Artillery (for Vanua Levu)
6 inch Coast Defence Batteries (four for Vanua Lewu)
LeT inch Coast Defence Battery
Anti-lictor Torpede Boat fire units
Heavy Anti-aircraft Hegiments
Light Anti-aircraft Regiments (two troops for Vanua Levu)

Page 5.



3 inti-aireraft Searchlight Batteries.

T+ AT PHESENT AVAIL/ABLE:-
(1) In Mew Zealand,
Headguarters and normal services for 3 Divisions consisting ef:
7 Bripgade Groups comprising:

18 Battalions
4 Fleld Regiments
3 Field Batteries
and proportion of other arms
L Garrison Battalions

9 Armoured Fighting Vehicle Regiments employed as
infantry temporarily only till tanks arrive

1 Aray Tank Brigads providing 1 Battalion of thirty
Valentine Tanks and 2 Battalions infantry till
further tanks arrive

9 & inch Coast Defence Batteries of 19 guns (8/2 & 1/3)

5§ Linch " " w10 @ (2 each)

7 Anti-Motor Torpedo Boat [ire units of B - 12 prs,
and & = 6 pra, All the A.M.T.B. guns aro cbsolets,

2 Medium Batteries comprising 12 - &" howitgers and
4 = 80 pra. mainly employed on Coast Defence role,

4 Anti-Tank Cuns, 2 pr, at Artillery 3chool.

Peraonnel for 19 and u.rﬁit'i%‘i‘ﬁha are in process of
being called up.

(2) InpPijd
Divisicnal Headquarters and normal services forg

2 Infantry Brigade Groups comprising:
6 New Zealand Battalions

2  Field Batteries with Le25 prs,; B=18 prs;
12 = 4.5 Howitgers; 4 - 3.7 Howltzers; total
28 guns;
Page 6.



and proportion of other arms, one medium
Battery of 2 = 60 prs, 2 = &" howitzers in
Coast Defence role,

2 (Fiji defence force) Battalions

2 = 2 gun &" Coast Defence Batteries

1 -2 gun &7 inch Coast Delence Battery

4 = 3 inch and L Bofors Anti-aircraft guns,

& Anti-aircraft Searchlights

& Thirty-seven millimetrs anti-tank guns (United

States)
8, STEPS BEING TAKEN TO STHENGTHEN DEFENCE. IN MEW ZEALAND:

Increasing existing companies to battalions and calling up
personnel to form additional battalions.

Reising Meori battalion.

Training and throwing off cadres to man additonal coast, madium,
field, anti-tank and anti-aircraft artillery due to arrive,

Training home puard instructors and personnel to man various
anti-aireraft equipment and Coast Defence Artillery equipment.

Training in Army approximately six thousand air force recruits
for aerodrome battalions until required in Adr Force.

Increasing production three inch Light Trench Mortars and ammnition
to provide up to sixteen mortars for each of at least [ifty home guard battalions.

Production two inch mortars planned with a view to full issue to
Field Force and Home Guard.

Expediting production R.D.F. eguipment.

Local production of Eren {:u‘ritru; - Beaversttes,

Grenades.

Fage T.
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SAA 2303 calibre,

Fortable W/T Sets.

Uniforms,

Blankets,

Boots.

kess tins,

Water bottles snd miscellanecus,

Barbing of imported plain wire.

Building bodlies on imported Motor Vehicles,

Experiments proceeding for lecal production anti-tank mines, W.T.

exploders,

9. ESTIMATED STATESOF READINESS AT F DATES .,

(1) By June 30th, 1942, two-thirds of force complete minimum six
monthe continuous training, balence three months, On present evidence we
will then be short of 9.2 inch Coast Defence guns,

anti-aireraft and anti-tank guns,
anti-(air)jeraft Searchlights,

tanks for 9 Armoured Fighting Vehicle Regiments,
anti=tank mines and possibly

rifles for 100,000 Home Guards.

Apart from these shortages, the Forces should be well able to under=
take by that date active operations. Entrenchments, cbstacles and
improvements to road and bridges should be well advanced.

(2) By December ilst, 1942, Forces should be thorcughly fit for

any operations if the necessary equipment has arrived.

Fage B,
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10,
(1) Reinforcements required in order of priority, (all troops should

have camp equipment including tents and at least first, second and third line
ammuntion, Any available war reserves of ammunition should accompany all
weapons sent,
For Fiji - Witi Levu:

2 Brigade Groups

1 Battalion

2 Squedrons Army or Crulser Tanks

2 Heavy A.A. Regiments

2 Light A.A. Regiments.

3 Anti=Aircraft Search Light Batteries.

1 Reglment Medium Artillery,

2 Anti-lotor Torpedo Boat fire units,

1 Armoured Fighting Vehicle or armoured car regiment.

For New Zealand:
9 Heavy AA Regiments
9 Lignt AA Regiments
13 Anti=Aircraft Searchlipht Batteries
2 9.2 inch Coast Defence Batteries
g Anti-Motor Torpedo Boat units.

Two Hegiments Medium Artillery.
TWO DIVISIONS COMPLETE

One Army Tank Battalion.
CUne Regiment Uedlum Artillery.
Ona Apmy Reserve Battalion.

Fage 9.




For Fiji = Vanua Lewvu:
1 Infantry Brigade Group complete with field Artillery, anti-

tank Artillery,
Light A.A. Artillery,
and proportion of other arms,
2 Battalions,
1 Battery Medium irtillay,
4 & inch Coast Defence Eatterles,
2 troops Lignt AA Artillery,

all same priority.

For New Zealand:
1 Division complete
1 HRegiment Medium Artillery

For Tonga:

As required in accordance with United States of America develop—

ment intentions, Water development essentlal.

For Western Samoa:
As required according to effect on defence Amerlcan Samoa,

(2) EQUIPMENT:
A«ds Searchlights, Anti Tank guna

Tanks for Armoured Fighting Vehicle Repgiments
Rifles and L.M.G.5.

hﬂﬂ 10-



EQUIPMENT (Continued)

942 inch Coast Defence puns and equipment,
Medium and Field Artillery

Anti-lotor Torpedo Hoat guns,

6 inch or similar Coast Defence guns,
Army or Cruiser Tanks,

«30 (United States of America) S.A.A,

3. AIR
It is not possible to make & satisfactory statement of immedists

and ultimate air requirements for defence of New Zealand and Fiji. These
must be related to a central strategic plan, Ve cannot intellipently state
requirements without knowing strategic intentions, So far we have besn re=
quested to prepare for reception in New Zealand of two nundred heavy borbers
and invited to consider preparing for nearly four hundred naval aireraft,
These proposals are evidently part of & plen related to South West Paeific, a
plan on suct a scale is copsidered essential and within that plan we estimate
very large air forces would be based in New Zasland and Fiji.

12, The following roles fall to alr forces countering enemy invasion:
(a) Reconnaissance sea areas of approaches for whieh we will be responsible
to locate enemy carriers, warships and tranaports.
(b) To strike at enemy transports during their approach.
(e) To destory enemy aircraft carriers and otherwise to obtain air

ascendancy over enemy carrier borne alrcraft in operations area,

Pl“ 1,
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{d) To glve bomber and reconnaissance support to Army.
(e) To provide fighter protection over important targets main

waters and Mro-dmu.'.

13. The following secondary roles fall to air force in protection of
Mew Zealand and Fiji against raids.
(a) Heconnaissance sea areas other than invasien approach areas,

(o) Eacort shipping convoys.

14, The air forces required for all purposes are in excess of available
asrodrome accomodation. Numerous excellent serodromes exist in New Zealand

but these mostly require extension and concreting and preparation of protected

disposal positions.

15, As regards land aireraflt, the first essential is to supply large
quantities of aerodrome construction machinery, We have sent very large
proportion of our construction machinery to Middle Esst, Far East and Fijl

and there is now an acute shortage of machinery in New Zealand.

16. If Fijl and Hew Zealand are to be held and are to become important base
areas in future offensive operations we estimate we require lollowing as scon
as posalble:

6 Sgquadrons long-range flying boats

& Sguadrens torpede bosbers

8 Squadrens dive bombers

8 Squadrons long-range bombers

6 Squadrons long-range fighters

9 Squadrons intercepter fighters

L Squadrons Army Co—operatlon reconnaissance

3 Squadrons neavy transport and paratroop Headquarters, maintenance depots,
operational training units, Page 12



Bombing, gunnery, navigation, operaticnal, gas and other flying training

schools,
Aperalt asseably plants.

28 Adr werning sets for high and low approach,
Rocket defence apparatus for 20 aerodromes.

17. Mot knowing what might be made available we cannot state our preference
for priority. We desire to be informed of Combined Chiefs of Staffs? in-
tantions and requirements as regards Hew Zealand and Fiji and we will lmmediate—
1y recommend what we can undertake and what we require to give effect to

these intentions and requirements.

18, it present time we are prepared to receive and operate in New Zealand
and Fijl any nunber of Squadrons which can congeivably be sent here within the
next three months, e are prepared to disrupt our Empire training organisation
to any extent required for purpose of accomodating operaticnal squadrons while

new aerodremes are being prepared,

19. In default of complete unite or aircraft with trained crews we are pre-
pared to accept and cperate any nusbers of aireraft and equipment not exceeding
the following figures within the next three manths 3

& Flying boats

60 Hudsons

75 Eittyhawks

25 Aerocobras

25 Long-range [ighters

50 Vultees dive bombers

18 Radlo location sets

Rocket defence apparatus for

20 aerodromes.
P's,ﬂ 13-



Of the above we have been promised and expest to receive within the next
three months LD Hudsons, 52 Kittyhawks, & Beau fighters, 10 Hadlo location

sat 8,

20. e possess at present time in New Zealand and Fiji 30 Hudsons, 24
Aercoobres, Otherwise we have no aircraft although we can and would put
qnto air 4 Squadrons VINCENTS, 7 Squadrons OXFCHDS, HARVAHDG and MOTHS armed
to bomb and fight, But recent experience has shown that obsolete aircraft
can achieve very littles result in presence of strong enemy air furces. lie
have B air-warning sets, 4 of which are unsuitable for detecting approsch of
low fying aircraft.

2l. Ve recognige that ocur future success in the Pacific must depend upon
regaining control of sea communications and that when this has been achieved
the danger to New Zealand will recede and its importance as & base for offensive
operations will increase. In present and in future circumstences we zust be
powerfully equipped with air forces but planning of those air forces must be

left to the Combined Chiefs of Stalfs and to a Supreme Commander.

22, Al Sarvice squadrons in New Zealand and Fiji are in constant

readiness, All auxiliary squadrons are availsble at a few hours! notice.

23, All squadrons stated as requirements in paragraph 16 with exception of
3 Squadrons leng-range bombers reconnaissance and ene or possibly twe squadrons
interceptor [ighters which are required as reinforcements should be complete
with all equipment: Headguarters, maintenance, Services and tents, Alterna=
tively the aircraft and equipment listed in paragraph 19 together with full
scales of spares and tools can be regarded as being supplied in part sub—

stitution for reinforcements.

Page 1k
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244 Hitherto the Hew Zealand Air Force has been primarily concerned
produzing partly trained air crews for Empire Adir Training Schems. This haa
been reduced to 3 elementary flying training schools, two service [lying
training schoola, one instructord' school, miscellansous ground training
schools, and we have formed one bomber Operational Tralning Unit, one [ighter

Cperational Tralning Unit and one General Heconnalssance School,

25, There is no eireraft industry in New Zealand except lor the manufact—

ure of & small number of MOTHS. The existing maintenance organisation is
sufficient to maintain New Zealand Air Force as at present arrangements are

being made to ingrease maintenance facilities by commandeering available work-

shop machinery and garage crews,

26, Ho technical equipment for Alr Force is manufactured in New Zealand

except wireless eguipment on a small scale and spare parts ad hee for alrcralt

and engines,

27+ The maintenance and manning problems connected with new sguadrens
might be greatly eased if it were decided to transfer major part of alr train—
ing now done in New Zealand to Canada.
This would have the further sffect of economising on shipping space and
tankers now required for maintaining training scheme in New Z.alamd,

MAN POUWER, 284  The following is a brief statement of man-power position:

The population of Hew Zealand is 1,541,000,
The following is a brief statement of the position:

(a) Sent Cverseas 2% 52'% 5'5% ?};ﬁ‘l

In Hew zn&llﬂd’ j,ml 52;9‘33 uim
GRAND TCTAL,

This represents 7.6 per cent of the total populaticn,
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4 further 26,500 men to complete the establishment of the territorial
force has been ballotted and is in process of joining units.
The remaining men avallable will be ballotted almost immediately,

After the above 26,500 men have all Joined, the total mebilised will

be 155,132, or nearly 10 per cent of the entire population,
The bulk of the balance of men liable for service will not be avallable

either on account of unfitness or the requirements of industry,

In addition to the above numbers, there is a Home Guard composed of men
between the apes of 16 and &0 with a strength of 100,000, Thess will be

mobilised in case of an attack,

PIEI 16,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 30, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R.

Letter to the President from
Brigadier General Patrick Hurley,
dated May 20, 1942, Wellington,
New Zealand, with clippings from
various newspapers.

bod L,
[ """C‘( Mty



S e 72(@ ’} [ i z’(_
lplde

h!'m

Dear Pat:

' I have received and read with interest your letter
of May 20 in which you emphasize the wholehearted effort
which the Governmente of Australia and New Zealand are
making in the common war effort.

Any impreesion that we are in any way unfriendly
toward the exlisting governments in these countries and
are not appreclative of their war efforts is, of course,
wholly erroneous. Ag you say, 1t would not be appropriate
for us to make any suggestlons regarding the domestic
political sltuation in a country with which we are p
now eo closely assoclated. Nevertheless, the information
contalned 1ln your letter 1s very helpful to us in the
conduct of our relations with these countries.

Very sincerely yours,

ALt o ) j g

The Honorable
Patrick J. Hurley,
Amerlican Minigter,
Wellington.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

June 4. 1942

My dear Mr. President:
In responee to your memorandum of May 320, 1842,
I enclose for your consideration a draft letter for
your elgnature to the Honorable Patrick J. Hurley,
Minister to New Zealand, in reply to his letter of
May 20.
alt{yfully yours,

ik,

Draft letter.

Enclosure:

The President,
The White Houge.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF

COORDINATION AND REVIEW

June 10,19.2

Miss Bredy,
The VWhite House:

1t is regretted thet this
orlpinal letter from the American
Ministsr to liev Zealend wes
omitted from the Department's
letter of June 4 to the President
transmitting a druflt reply.
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Wellington, New Zealand.
May 20, 1942,

B

My dear Mr. President:

Having completed my military mission, I have now settled down
as a diplomat. I wish to express to you my appreciastion of the
opportunity you have given me to aserve,

I have reported all my official business to the Chiaf of Staff
and the Secretary of State,

There is, however, a matter of political importance that I would
like to bring directly and privately, but nevertheless officiamlly, to
your attention.

As you well know, both Austrelia and New Zealand have at the
present time Labor Governments. In the Cabinets of both are men who
were pacifists during the last war. Indeed, some of these members
of the Cabinets were incarcerated for subversive conduet,. What-
ever may be said of the former conduct of the members of the two
present Governments, I can state to you from experience and know-
ledge that all of them are now cooperating sincerely, enthusimstically
and efficiently in the war effort. The Opposition to the present
Labor Governments in both Australia and New Zealand is, generally
speaking, what we refer to in the United States as the vested in-
terests. At least, those who make up the Opposition are well-to-do
and wealthy or rich. There is in progress at the present time &
deliberate attempt to oust the Governments in both Australia and
New Zealand. The Opposition to the existing Governments leave the
impression that neither Mr. Churchill nor yourself are favorable to
the present Governments. This is especially true of the Australian
Government .

Personally, I am convinced that it is a blessing to have these
Labor Governments at this time., You will fully understand that a

great
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great majority in both the Commonwelath of Australia and the Dominion
of New Zealand are spiritually and on a basis of the prineiples in-
volved, intensely mctive in the war effort. But the political issue,
a8 usual, has a more materialistic basis, The well-to-do, the wealthy
or the rich have no choice from a materialistic standpoint, except to

g0 forward with the war effort, If the war is lost they will lose
everything. The property of the well-to-do is their material stake

in the success of the United Nations in the war, Qo the other hand,
the supporters of the Labor Government are the people who claim that
they have not had equality of cpporfunity; that they have not had their
equitable share in the country's incoms. If their Government is ousted
they will not have as great a stake or as great incentive to win the war
as they have now. The Labor peopls have come around to the position
that the responsibility of winning this war is their responsibility,

The working people of both New Zealand and Australia, the men who have
always been the most drastic crities of the economiec syetem and the
Government are now vigorously supporting the Labor Governments and the
war affort. I need draw no disgram to indicate to you how fortunate

it is to have this support for the war effort at theae places at this
time,

Before leaving Australia, I outlined this situation in detail to
Gepneral MacArthur, It would, of course, be improper for any of us to
make any public suggestion regarding the domestic political situation,

I have understood that you are being approached or will be approached
in the near future by representatives of the Opposition to the present
Governments. I felt that I owed it to you to give you my opinion on
the subject. That opinion is that the beat results for the war effort
can be obtained by sustaining the present Labor Governments both in New
Zealand and Australia.

Representation in the War Cabinets of both New Zealand and Australias
have been and will be further diversified so as to glve all elements a
voice in the war effort.

#With best wishes for your health and the sucdes of the great cause
which you are leading, I am,

Respectfully and faithfully, ‘/
Patrick Hurley, lf
American Minister,
The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
The White House, Washington, D.C.
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My dear Mr. President:

I am writing you officially today, but I wanted to drop
this note to you personally to express the appreciation of all
of the Americans here as well as the New Zealanders for the
fact that you have sent Admiral Richard E. Byrd out here on a
mission. The fact that he is here has not been publicised.
It is a military secret, but you know how effectively "grape
vine" information travels.

No other American is as personally well-known or as
genuinely loved by New 7ealanders as Dick Byrd. Every place
I go I find that New Zealanders are measuring all Americans

by Byrd. You can well understand what a great asset that is

i > ‘ M

The Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.



-
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Hes ec tfully referred

the Fresident.

MHM



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

-+

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL

August 13, 1942,

Minlster Hurley in & personal telegram to the
Becretary, which haes been recelved from the American
Consul at Noumea, statee that Prime Minister Fraser
after a conference has returned to New Zealand, since
the present situation in that area requires certain
matters to be settled by the Prime Minister. The date
of departure from New Zealand has been tentatively set

for August Z21.

T
George T. Summerlin

-

NECLASSIFIED =
State Depd. Latter, 1-11< i
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Y i \ fl ' BOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND

.\ A
\1 PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE,

At Washington, D.C.
Lth September, 19L42.

My dear Mr. President,

I cannct leave Washington without expressing to you my
very warm appreciation of the kindness and hospitelity that have
been extended to me and to the members of my party by all with
whom we have come into contact in the United States.

I count it a very special privilege that 1 have had the
opportunity of discussing with you personally our common problems
in this war and, in particular, the situation in the Paclific.,
I shall carry back to my own country the conviction that the position
of the Paciflic is appreciated and is receiving full consideration in
light of the responsibilities undertaken and the pledges given in
respect of other theatres of war.

I attach much importance to personal visits such as this and
I sincerely trust that you will find it possible at no distant perilod
to enable us to welcome in our part of the world a respomnsible
representative of the United States.

Again thanking you and assuring you of my very warmest
appreciation of my reception here,

I remain, Mr, President,

Yours very sincerely,

The FPresident, e
United States of America,
WASHINGTON. D.C. M eYey raser



¥y dear Mr. Prime Minister:-

I am sending this message by
Walter Nash, and I hope that you will let
Mr. Nash come back to Washington agalu as
soon as you can. He has been a splendid
representative of our sister democracy of
New Zealand.

May I also take this op-~
portunity of expressing nmy congratulations
to the people of New Zealand on their
splendid part in the war?

And may I also thank all of
thexz for their cordial hospitality to our
American soldiers, sailors and marines?
The result is already the basis of a
greater friendship and understanding in
the future than we have ever had berore.

With my sincere regards,

Hbght Honorable Peter Fraser
Prime Minister of New Zealand,
Wellington,
New Zealand.
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DOMINION OF HEW ICALAND

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE,

WELLINGTON.
30th April, 1943,

My dear Mr., President:

I em writing to thank you tor the very kind
message you sent to me by Mr. Nash and I would like to tell
you how very much my collesgues and I value your appreciative
remarke about Mr., Nash's work in Washington. I hope it will
be poesible for us to let him return to a post of such pre-
eminent importance to our gountry.

I can aesure you that New Zealand greatly values
ite sssociation with the United States of America and our people
are deeply appreciative of the assistance rendered to them by
the United States in so many fields and in so many ways.

1 speak for all seotions when I easy that the bonds
of friendship between the two peoples are daily becoming etronger
under the influence of personal contacte and assistance mutually
rendered.

I trust that you are maintaining yoar health and
strength despite the enormous burden of responsibilities upon
your shounlders.

With kind regards,

Yours eincerely,
.

7 R
Franklin D. Roosevelt Esq., 6/ : .t

President of the United States of America,
The White House,
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June 9, 1943,

Dear Mr, Prime Minlster:

Juat bafore Winaton Churchill left
here, he told me that your Parliament had agreed
that the Sesocond N,2Z, Expeditionary Force should
be kept in the Mediterranean., Congratulations
and thanks!

I hope much that the next Mediterranean
apearations 111 be ao and so suocesaful
that your a can get home to reat a bit and
be ready for operations agalnst Japan,

I do hope that Mrs, Roosevelt can vialt
you. WYe are all doing much talking about 1%t ——
but don't say anything yat! OGlve my reqaris to
Walter llash,

With every mood wish,

As ever yours,

Hirht Honorable Peter Fraser
Prime Minister of New Zealand,

Wellington
n.' Illlln&.
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1 WASHINGTON,D.C.

THE PRESIDENT.

Znd New Zealand Expeditionary Force.

The Prime Minister instructs me to send you the
attached paraphrase of a telegram he has just received from
Mr. Fraser, and to add the following from himself:

"You will see they have played up very well. I
am sending Fraser a message of thanks, and I am sure he would

greatly esppreciate one from you."

Ftﬁ-éztuag.

23.5.43

DPECLAGS I AEN 0 e
By ruthority of 5 E&{Z.é -
2 i 2
./I.:'JI{‘{L L‘}':’:}'J gl 27
1% FEB 10 1972
1A
BY ﬁ: Tate
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON,D.C.

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM FROM MR. FRASER TO MR. CHURCHILL.

Parliament today agreed that the 2nd N.Z.
Expeditionary Force should be kept in the Mediterranean.
Members had the full facts before them and paid great heed
to the opinions expressed by President Roosevelt and yourself,
and by General Freyberg and Mr. Jones, Minister of Defence,
in support of retaining the Division for use in Europe. On
the other hand, there was the known viewpoint of Australia,
and Members realized keenly that the Government and people
of the Commonwealth would regard such action by New Zealand
as showing reluctance to assist to her full capacity in
meeting joint dangers in the Pacific and to take her share
of the grim and heavy toll which tropical disease levies on
those serving in forward areas in this theatre. The choice
was difficult and made after anxious and serious thought.
But only a few dissented from the final decision.

In view of our increasing manpower difficulties,
Parliament agreed with the view you yourself expressed, that,
as and when it becomes necessary, the establishment should be



Ba BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON,D.C.

reduced. The further use of the 2nd N.Z. Expeditionary Force
will depend, of course, on the time taken to absorb the
relief force, and also the 4th Armoured Brigade which you
state will not be battle-worthy till October. The New

Zealand Government naturally wish that this Brigade be

re-absorbed as soon as possible into the Division.

22nd May, 1943.
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A August 4, 1943,
id Wil rE "I'_i;_;lk;'_
A 5 ,
Dear Mr. President, ' 09 AM 43
WECEIVER

I have the honour to forward to
you a letter which has arrived today by

diplomatic mail from New Zealand,

Yours sincerely,

g.S. Gx.

Charge d'Affaires.

President F.D. Hoosevelt,
finite House,

WASHINGTON, D.C.



Published in the Official History of New Zealand
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CLs £-30-59.,
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE,

WELLINGTON.
i4th. July, 1943,
Deor President Rocrevelt,

1 wish to secknowledpe und thank yon for your very kind personnl
letter of June 9, in which you refor tu the decision of Purlinment thut
the 2nd New Zealand Divieion should remain in the Mediterrsnenn Theuntre.

This decision was arrived at only after linr and onxioos cons ider-
ation of the rival oluime of the twu replons - Pucifio and European -
and of the mdvice and opinicns of those goncerned, including Mr. Chuarohill
and youreelf and the Combined Chiefs of Staff, und of the prowine nan-
povwer difficulties under which we ars now lobouring in the Tourth Fear
of war.

Having decided the matter, it ie our intention to continue to
maintain the 2nd Divieion for futare operctions in the Buropean Thentre
a8 long a8 our resourges and the neede of the situstion permit. It i=
also our intention to maintain the 3rd Divieicn in the Pecific ss &
two brigsde force for immediate service with Aduiral Hulsey'c forcee up
till such time a8 onr remeining nmanpowsr resonroces will not permit of
its reinforeement.

Qur Pacific air and naval ocommitmente will, of courege, heve firast
prlority, and we will continue to devote our full profuctive effort to-
wards the suntensnce of your forces and our own in the South Pocifia Aren.

I was delipghted to lasarn thut you were hoping that Mre. Hoosevelt
oould wizit this part of the world and I ecan assuare you we Join with you
in that repurd and would assure her of a most enthusinstic :né@ werm-heorted
welcoms.

I regret that it will not be possible for Mr. Nosh to return to
Washiniston before our Genernl Eleotion is helds Thie chould tuke plage,

I sntioipate, in the latter half f September, and naturnlly Mr. NMash's
future movemants will depend upon 148 ocutcome.
Kind repards,
Pranklin D. Buosevelt Bag.,

Treeident of the United Stutes Youra cinecerely,
mlF Lo ad oa



ek THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

— 31 January 1944,
SCCURITY

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

With reference to your memorandum of 25 January rela-
tive to a letter from Mr, Nash which outlines the manpower
situation in New Zealand, we feel that this is a matter for
study by the Combined Ghiofs of 5taff in order to arrive at
:naﬂ%nd decision., The military implications of this subject

volvei

(a) Shipping requirements.

(b) The relative importance to the war effort of
the New Zealand military and food production programs,

(c) The effect of a reduction in Mediterranean
forces on OVERLORD and ANVIL.

(d) The concentration of the New Zealand effort
closer to the homeland,

(e) A possible precedent for other of the United
Nations with forces overseas to press for the release
of these forces at times which might prove inopportune.

We also feel that the proposal that this be studied by
the Combined Chiefs of Staff should come from the British
rather than the United States.

We therefore recommend that you inform Mr. Nash that
you believe this matter requires study and recommendation
by the Combined Chiefs of Staff and suggest that he so ad-
vise Mr. Churchill,

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

" !

WIIAIAM D. LEAHY,
Admiral, U.S. Navy,
Chief of Staff to the
ECLASSIFIED Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy.

JCS letter, 9-18-73

& OED lotter, 5-3-72
By | NLR, Date L]'LL. 4 19?3 -



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

WASHINGTOM

31 Janumary 1944,

— SLL ]

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

With reference te your memorandum of 25 January rela-
tive to a letter from Mr. Nash whieh outlines the manpower
situation in New Zealand, we feel that this 1s a matter for
study by the Combined Chlefs of Staff in order to arrive at
a sound declsion, The military implications of this subject
involve:

(a) Shipping requirements,

{b) The relative importance to the war effort of
the New Zealand military and food production programs.

(¢) The effect of a reduction in Mediterranean
forees on OVERLORD and ANVIL.

(d) The concentration of the New Zealand effort
¢loser to the homeland,

(e) A possible precedent for other of the United
FNations with forces overseas to ss for the release
of these forces at times which might prove inepportune.

We also feel that the that this be studied by
the Combined Chiefs of & ould eome from the BHritish
rather than the United States.

We therefore recommend that you inform Mr. Nash that

believe this matter rnguiru study and recommendation
the Combined Chiefs of Staff and suggest that he so ad-
se Mr, Churchill.

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

WILLIAM D, LEAHY,
i Admiral, U.S.
R Chief of Gtaff to
: -'_---ri'ﬂt{; Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy,
JCS letter, B-18-73
& 08D letter, 5-3-T2

By RHP, NLR, DateDEC 4 1973
s o Copy to accompany original -
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m February 1, 1944

My dear Mr, Nashg

I have received from the American Joint
Chlefs of Staff comment on your letter of January
24th regarding the employment of MNew Zealand manpower
to the best advantage in our common war efflort,

Tho Chlefs of Staff adviso me that the
military implications involved are as follows:

(a) Shipping requirements,

(b) The relative lmportance to the war
effort of the New Zealand military
and food productlion programs,

(e¢) The effect of a reduction in the
Mediterranean forces on operations
planned for the near future,

(d) The concentration of the New Zealand
effort closer to the homeland.

(e) The possible precedent for others of
the Unlted llatlons with forcea over-
soas to press for the release of those
forces at times that might prove in-
opportune,

The American Chlefs of 3taff, belleving this
matter of concern to both Great Britain and the United
3tates, recommend that it be considered by the Combined
Chiefs of 3tafl, and that the question should be re-
ferred to the Combined Staff by the DBritish Covernment,

I therefore suggest that you consider referring
the entire matter to the Prime Minister of Great Britaln,

Most sincerely,

Prosldent

His Excellenay,
Mr., Walter Nash
New Zoaland Legation
Washington, D. C.
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\UJ Mew ZeaLanp LeaaTioN
L WasHinaTon, D. C.

February L, 19LkL.

My dear FPresident,

This letter will serve to acknowledge the
one which you wrote to me on the lst instant conveying
the comments of the American Joint Chiefs of Staff on the
contents of my letter to you of January 24th last,

I am hoping to proceed to London tomorrow,
Saturday, and will then discuss the subject with the Frime
¥inister of Great Britain,

I much appreciate your courtesy,

With every good wish,

I am,

Yours sincerely,

A

President Franklin D, Hoosevelt, i £ Q‘——\’
The White House, e

WASHINGTON, D.C.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Jenusry 25, 1944.

UEMORANDUN FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY

Plesse take up with the Joint
8taff the following cuestion and let
me have an informsl report.

The New Zealend Minister, Mr.
Nash, came to me the other dey and
sald thet it is impossible for New
Zealand to maintain two full Divisions,
one in Italy and the other in the
Solomons. I gather it is & guestion
of replacements.

My first thought is that the
request for the elimination of one
Civision should be acceded to, and
my second thought is that it should
be the Division in Italy because
the maintenance of that Division
from & base In New Zealand mesng a
tremendous amount of transportation
in both directions. It might be
possible to keep the Italian Division
in Italy certainly until Rome is in
our hands -- say April first -- but
this is a matter which concerns the
Combined Staffs.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
-
I should like to have a slant on

it which I shsll commmicate to Mr.
Churchill.

Ihere are & number of other
questions which the Joint Staff or
the Combined Staffs here could let
me have a thought on.

F. L. R.

P.5. Please return MYr. Nash's
letter with your reply.
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New ZeaLano Lesationit!
WasHingToN, D. C.

m Jamuary 24, 1944,

My dear Mr, President,

May I first thank you for your courtesy in
arranging at such short notice to discuss the problem stated
by me to you in connection with manpower in New Zealand,

My delay in making the case in writing has been
due to my desire to obtain Mr, Fraser's latest views on the
situation, He has now advised me that Mr, Churehill would be
glad to see me in London as scon as possible,

The position in New Zealand requires some clari-
fication in order to determine the most efiective method by which
We can use our manpower to help the war effort,

(ur position at the time of the most recent full
analysis was as follows:=-

Total number of males between the ages of
14 - 64

Of this total those engaged either full time

with war and defence forces - in munition and
war equipment manufacture - essential work or
minor less essential work numbered

:

Total number of males between Service ages
(18 - 40)

Of this total, at middle of last year those
serving full time in Army, Navy or Air services
(exclusive of casualties) numbered

EE EE

Of this 149,000, the forces overseas totalled

The large proportion engaged in full-time war
services is causing a reduction in our production of primary products,
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Page 2, SEE"EI

When I left New Zealand for instance in December last it was
not possible to obtain full production in our meat freezing
works (corresponding to your Meat Packing houses ) owing to
shortage of manpower. Our butter, cheese and meat production
from the farms is also declining owing to shortage of manpower
(and of fertiliser, which is in very short supply).

We are anxious to use our full resources
to finish the war at the earliest possible date and also to meet
all our commitments overseas, but we have to determine now where
our manpower can best be used,

Where is the need greatest?
(a) Is it in providing airmen for Europe, India and the Pacific,

(b) Is it to meet Naval requirements in the Pacific and other
areas,

(c) Or in maintaining a Division in the Mediterranean Zone,
(d) Or in maintaining two brigades in the South Pacific Area,

On present evidence we have decided to
endeavour to maintain our air strength, which on October 3lst
last totalled 40,547 men - and to provide for expansion already
planned; this means that the airmen required will absorb most of
the young men reaching service age (18 years for service in New
Zealand, 21 years for service overseas),

It-is proposed to maintain the Navy at its
present strength - 8,356,

The Army strength at October 31st was:

In New Zealand 31,402
In the South Pacific War Zone 21,903
In Europe 33,505
Minor additions 206

This gave a total of 87,016,

If the Air Force is to be fully provided
for and the Navy strength maintained there are no resources from
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page 3.

which we can send reinforcements to either the Zuropean or Facific
Armies,

When the gquestion as to the place where
New Zealand's manpower could best be used was raised early last
year, the advice given by yourself and Mr, Churchill was to keep
the land forces in the field in both the Buropean and Pacific Areas
- even though it was not possible to gend men to replace casualties,
etc, It is thought that on present evidence it would be unwise to
pursue this policy to its limit,

It is not possible with our existing resources
of men and women to maintain the stremgth of our present forces.

The problem therefore resolves itself into
requiring the answer to the question: How can New Zealand best serve?

(a) By maintaining and expanding its Mr Forces?
(b) By maintaining its present Naval strength?

(¢) By maintaining its Division in Europe?

(d) By maintaining its Forces in the Pacific Zone?

(e) By maintaining and if possible expanding its production
of food supplies, particularly butter, cheese and meat?

presuming that it is decided that the wisest
course would be to maintain a force in one Zone only - European or
Pacific - in which place could New Zealand best serve the war effort?

A further question which immediately arises is -

If any changes of the present programme are to be made when
would be the best time for them to take place,

If you so desired I could set out the reasons
for and against utilising our forces in the Pacific or Luropean lones,
but they are so wdl-known to you that 1 have presumed it not necessary
to do so, This of course would include the timing of changes and
the other factors associated with the fluid nature of the war in Europe

and the Pacifie,

The New Zealand Government would be helped
by your advice as to what you consider is the best course to follow
under present circumstances,
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My present plans are being made on the
assumption that (weather permitting) I will leave for London to
obtain Mr., Churchill's advice not later than the end of next week,
If I could obtain your opinion and advice priocr to my leaving it
would help me to prepare my report from London to Mr., Fraser for
submission to the New Zealand War Cabinet, with whom the final
decision will rest.

Again thanking you for your help and advice,
and with every good wish

I am,
Yours sincerely,

President Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
The White House,

WASHINGTON, D.C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 24, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

1 asked Summerlin to present a memo-
randum giving all the uxgcuted visits and
the status at present. thought this
would be of interest to you.

Fegarding the visit of the Prime
Minister of New Zealand, Summy®s meroran-
dum was sent prior to my telling him that
the President would probably be away from
Washington at that time. Summy will arrange
for suitable accormodations for the Prime
Minister and his party and Mr. Hull will
recelve him. I explained that whether
the President sees Mr. Fraser will depend
upon c¢ircumstances at the time.

F.M.W.

.p:‘,' Fl’(f‘r Carile -{Jf-ff{‘- Canada f:"-ﬂ’fr—

. [Mf!;{{“, of iy
Losta Heeca frtden
Als mores ;- ;-j



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 24, 1944.

MFMOPANDUM FOR GENERAL VATSON

The latest informatlon available on pending visits
of distinguished foreigners is as follows:

CANADA - His Excellency The Governor General of Canada
and Her Foval Highness The Princeas Alice

The Governor General and HRH The Princess Alice are
expected to arrive in Washington by plane on Monday,
#pril 17 at 12:30 P.M. It is understood that they will
atay at the White House and lecve Washington on Thuraday,
April 20 at 11 A.M. by air for New York. (See Ray Atherton's
letter attached).

The party wlll comprise the Governor General and FRH
The Princess Allce; Miss Vera Grenfell, Ledy-in-Waiting;
Sir Shuldham Redfern, Secretary to the Governor General;
one Alde-de-Camp; a mald and a valet.

AUSTRALIA - The Right Honorable John Curtin
Prime Minister of Australia

The Department has been notified of no chaenge in the
Prime Miniater's schedule to arrive in Washington on
Wednesday, April 19, although the Australian Legation states
that there may be some delay, owing to the PM's reluctance
to fly the Pncifie. According to the Legation, if he comes
by boat, he could not arrive in Washington before April 25.
The Legation has cabled acgaln today to Canberra for the
PM's ‘Plﬂ.ﬂﬂ "

NEW ZEALAND - The Right Honorable Peter Fraser
Prime Minister of ew Zerland

The New Zealand Legation at Weshington has informed the
Department that the Prime Minister, accompanied by Mra,

Fraser
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Fraser, Mr, McIntoah, Secretary for Externsal Affaira,
and four others, expects to arrive in Washington "about
the middle of the month (of April)" en route to London
for the opening of the Conference of Prime Ministers of
the British Commonweulth on May 1.

COSTA FICA - His Excellency Tedoro Picado

President-elsot of Costa Pigps

President-elect Piloado haa been told that if he wishes
to visit the United States, he should not arrive until after
the visit of the Prime Minister of Australia. This was done
pursuant te your instruetion.

8/ G.T. SUM/EPLIN

George T. Summerlin
Chief of Protocol

Enelosure:
March 20, 1944



/ FMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Ottawa, March 20, 1944

ettt t—
My dear Jack:

I had a talk with the Secretary to the Governor
General, 8ir Shuldham Fedfern, on Saturday, who advised
me theat, subsequent to an invitation from the President,
His Excellency The Governor General and Her Royal Highnesas
The Princess Alice will visit Washington (The White House).

The party will consist of the Governor General and
the Princess Alice, Miss Vera Grenfell, Ladv-in-wWaiting,
8ir Shuldham Redfern, Secretary to the Governor General,
cne Alde-de-Camp, & mald and a wvnlet. The detes and
itinerary are as follows!

Monday, April 17

9:00 a.,m. Depart Ottawa (Rockeliffe) by mir
12:30 p.m. Arrive Washington.

Thursday, April 20

11:90 a.m. Depart Washington (by air)

12:00 noon Arrive New York (Le Guardisz Fleld)
3:30 p.m. Depart New York (by air)
5145 p.m. Arrive Ottawa (Rockeliffe)

Sir Shuldham Redfern informed me this is the first

visit that their Excellencles had saver made to Washington
and that, being very fond of sightseelng, they would first

of all welcome an occasion to wisit The Nat 'onal Gellery and
also, if possible, Mount Vernon and some of the sights about
Washington. Furthermore, although they are entirely at the
disposal of the President as to thelr plans, they would be
agreeable, 1f the oppeortunity permitted, to accept an invita-
tion from the Canadian Ambassador at the Canedian Pmbassy and

f'rom

John D. Hickerson, Esquire
Chief, Division of British Commonwealth Affalrs,
Office of European Affaira,
Washington, D. C.,
U.8.A.

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72
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from the British Ambassador at the Britiesh BEmbesay.

We will advise you shortly orior to thelr arrival

as to any pending mattera of interest as useful baekground
to any conversations,

Yours sincerely,

RAY ATHFRTON



COFY
TFLEGRAM From THE VWHITE HOUSE
WASHTHCTON
March 22, 1944.

MR=. ROOSEVELT

T do hope you ecan arrance to be here when Lord Athlone
and Princess Alice are here., They get here the ssventeanth
and stay until the nineteenth. It is not necessary to be

here with Curtin though he may be hers at the ssme time.

F. D. R,
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TELFGRAM From THF WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hﬂ.‘l'ﬂ‘h 1?, 19“-
MP3. ROOSEVELT

Lord Athlone, Governor General of Cenada, and his
wife want to stay with us at the imite House Anril 17th to
19th. Prime Minister Curtin ta expected to arrive about
April 18th or 19th. T hove much that you ecan be in Washineton

at thet time., Will you let me know? Love

?" D- F.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 17, 1944.

MPORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Ambas=edor MeCarthy informed me
that the Governor General and his wife,
the Princess Alice, want to avall them-
selves of the Prealdent's reneated invi-
tatlion to viait him. They sumrested
they might arrive April 17th and stay
until April 19th. May I call the Presi-
dent's ~ttention to the fact thut Prime
Minister Curtin, of Australie, is expected
to arrive sbout April 18th or 19th,

Ambaasador McCarthy says he will this
afternoon submit the formal notifieation
&nd request through the Division of Protocol
of the 5t .te Department. They should arrive
tororrow,.

B, Mo W,
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WAR DEPARTVENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIRF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

March 23, 1944.

MFMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:

We have just received the followins message from

Mrs. Roosevelt at Quarry Heights, Canal “one, for delivery
to the President:

"Can be home 18th and 19th. Am trving to
cancel engarement for 17th but it mav not be nossible.

Hope your cold is not serious. All well, Much love,
signed E. R, "

B. W. DAVENPORT,
Hagur, G. S. C.,
Agst. Secretury, GCeneral Stafr,

Franiiin D. Roosevelt Liorary

TrErE R ET BeoLASSIFIED
BoD DIR. s200.0 (82788

Date— ‘?—Hh‘ri{

aipum.‘(zgz& f %{&E‘
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Mareh 29, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR GRACE:

Reminder to ask the President
1f Mrs., Roosevelt should glve a gigned

photograph in frame to Mre, Fraser,

ajb

//

hlu: r, it 4’”"“’1
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