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Tkt UNDER StCIUTARY OF STATC 

WASHINGTON 

!.lo.rch 23 , 1942 

~7 dear Wr . President : 

In accordaneo with tho request contained in your 

mOI\IOrandum or !:arch 23 , I am Clclostna horow1th a sur;­

gostod draft reply to be sent by you i n repl y to tho 

mesaage Wbloh the Prime ll1n1a ter ot ::ow Zealand ad­

dros aod to you on !.larch 19 thro\lbh tho :.:1n1S tor or !:ow 

zealand. 

In your ~:~C~oranduc to :::.o you statod that you 

wtahod to hAnd this reply to J:r . liaoh ••hen he calls 

upon you to=ol"'row, J.!a.rch 24 . 

I 8:l 1nCoi'l!lod b7 tho !'far and t:avy Dopartoents that 

they are drat:t1ng mosea&os tor you to oond to tho Primo 

lllnbter or Australia and or Now Zealand , Since I ""' 

not informed of tho na ture or these meusages , I as sumo 

that you will wi sh your present mosoano , in reply to 

t.:r . Pre.=ser'a .c.essac.o to you, to be brief an.d 1n sen­

oral terms c.nd I hc. vo drnrtod 1 t consequent ly accord-

1n&ly . 

Enoo. 

Tho President , 

'l'ha ll'hJ. t 0 liOWIO , 



llarch 19, 1942. 

Sir, 

IJ.r. Churehill has advised me ot the otter wl\ich 

you have bun ao good ao to ll&ko thrclu(h hia to dupatch 

t.o N"" Zo&land a Diviaion or the United SL&tea J.r:ey in 

order to enable us to J"'et.&in in the lUddlo East the New Zealand 

I have Wor"Md ll.r. Churchill that • • wanol,y welc,_ 

and at. once accept t.h11 otter &l"ld I wilh to erlend t.o you 

personal!¥ an exproaaion ot our dee.p gratitude and app~eciat.ion . 

In our opinion, it is i.apo.,lblo to e.xau•rat.e t.he 

l.Joport.anco in the •r apinat Jopan or New Ze&l&nd and P1Ji 

ae eseont.ial etopping at.cnta on the route of aerial reintorcement.e 

troa the Unit.ed St.atea, or o/ New Zealand it.ael! •• one , with 

AuatraU., or only two pouible stron& points in thia part or 
t he world which cart aod tnUet be held during the dofenaive period 

unt.U t.be t.irr:e tor ol'!tnaive arrivea, -.hen t.hoy becoee vital and 

eaae.ot1&1 aa the on.l)- po11iblt baata 1"r'c:a 'tlhich t.r.t. offensive 

can sprins. These facta aee:a. to ua t.o be so pat.ont. that th4!Q' 

will be apparent to Japanue who mo,_y well oct accordingly . 

Subst.ant.ial Japanese rorcta are obrloual.J' now tree tor turt.blr 

adventuru, and it aev.e to ua, U1eretore1 tht.t t.ille ia of t.he 

very eaeonce ot the mat.t.er 11' a Japantlt attack in t.hU direot.ion 

ia eert..a.inl.¥ t.o be rapulatcl, and •• are not without. t.he graveet. 

T~.o President ot tha Unitod Statu, 

Wuhi .. tco, D.C. 
DIll LASS !FUll 
a1 Authority or JtS W\'W 

/o {44 lfZC 
MAR 2'1 1975 .. . 



apprehenlion l eat the help that you ar. aendint to u• 

aa:J arrive too late. 

It, therefore, in addition ~ the naval tore•• 
which we have been 1 0 happy to welcome 1n the Jouth \:os t.em 
Pacific (whose recent act.1Yitiel have been aueh a splendid 
encouragarnent -.net inspiration to us ) t here ia My poeoibUit.y 
or oxped1Ung and, 1l pou1ble, indeed 1ncreaoln& tho help 
in men , end no leas importatrt. in equipment., lClich the 
Unit.ed States 1a now so reneroud,y ext..,dl.ng t.o us , believe 
mo Wr. Pr oeident thia would not. onlJ be a matter or the 
groat.est J&t.iefactSon t.o ua but. we think a very Dubst.ant.ial 

contribution to our combined •r effort. in the Pae1!1c. 

Nh Zeal.&nd. 

Paa• 2. 



TO m~ PRIII'II UllfiSTZR 0? l'IEW Z:'!.U.Al!D 

Yow- ,,.uaea or lolarob 10 hAl bun recei ved 

tJ:u-0\1,)> ••r , !l&&ho T IWl sad to la .... n that thO ..,._ 

rane-nt w!Uc!\ • • ;wo.,o.e4 .... to with your W1lr::t 

a ;>i)l'OVal. 

I .. 1n o....,lete ~-ant w1th your atat-ont: 

1n ra~ t r> t ho ~taooa i n t ha war a&ainat Ja pan 

or Jlaw ~ealand and tho !'ij i I alanda Wblch, tocothor 

with Auatralia , can and cu. t be hold and wsod ., 

ban a tor an orro1131va ,...ina t Japan. 

I want you t o lcnow, lolr. PrS..a 1Un1a ter, th& t 

we ara atralning •••ry o:rort to aa nd lha r orcea to 

whloh you ... rar a t the aarliaat poealbla ccaent . .;0 

ahall allo do what • • can toward lnc raaalng tha help 

l n men ancl 1n oqu1-t, l!'t'arytblng that lt J..e poa­

a1bla ror ua to do l n tbla rasard u a contribution 

to our ocablnad ..... arrort w1ll be <IDna. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH IN GTON 

llarcb 2), 1942. 

HEI.IOR.UDOll FOR 

THE J.CTilfO SBCRETJ.RX OP' STJ. TE 

Ple .. e prep&re repq aDd 

I will baud 1 i to b.1a ·~ be 

P'. D. B. 

Letter to the ?resitient from the ?r1 .e iJ1nister of •;.,, Ze .. J •nd 
~n re P1v1s1on of U. S . Ar~ bo1ng to Jlew Zealan<i . 
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TH[l UNDCR SECRETARY OF' STAT£ 

WASHINGTON 

March 21, 1942 

My dear Mr . President: 

I have just received a l etter trom the Uinister ot 

New zealand enclos ing a message addressed to you by the 

Prime Minister ot that Dominion. 

I am enclosing copies of both of these communica­

tions for your information . 

Will you let me know of the reply which you des ire 

made and also whether you wish me to arrange with your 

office for an appointment with you for the Minister of 

New Zealand during the first days of ne~t week , 

Believe me 

Encl osure • 

The Pr es1 dent, 

The Ylh1 te House. 



. ----
THE WHITE HOUSE r WASHINGTON 

Murch 21! , l 942. 

:.lEI.!OR,.fiDu•r FOR 

H. L. H. 

For your inf ormation and 

the necessary ac t ion. 

P. 1.1 . !! . 



l.!r . Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

N~r;w Z &AL.AN O L EGATION 

WA5HIN OTON 0 0 , C . 

!.!arch 26th, 
1 9 4 2. 

President of t he United States , 
White House, 

;·rASHINGTON , o . c . 

Dear Mr . President : 

The attached appreciation r elative to requirements 
for Land and Air Defence of New Zealand is supplied in re­
sponse to your desire to read it - as expressed during my 
interview with you on Tuesday last . 

The statement does not. cove:r l~avat requirements 
which 1 would however be pleased to provide on request. 

~Y 1 thank you sincerely for the closo personal 
interest which you have ohoW"n, and are showing , in the defence 
of my count cy • 

The enclosure covers the De!'ence requirements only 
without restating t he extended r easons for their supply which 
I gave to you orally and a copy of "hich I have given to J.lr, 
Harry Hopkins with whom I discussed the subject, at your re­
(luest , on the evening of the mnte day on which 1 saw you . 

Yours sincerely 1 

Encl . 



SUlD.IAl<Y Of CJ\BIJ'll !IIFOlll!AT!Orl ON D!F'lWCB 

0! "''I Z!W.I.NO. 

Some th,..e weeka aao, I cabled ey CovernDOnt. enquirin.t tor a br ie! 

appreciation of the land anJ air de fence pr<>bl- of :low Zul&nd with 

••~1mat.e ot l&nd and air tor-ces - !acUities and equip!)tnt. required t.o 

Met t.he new e1tuat1o.n, t.oeet.her 11'1t.h a stat.ement of faeilitiee a.nd eq,ulp­

.. nt, ot 1.a.nd and air torcet at. pre .. nt. ava.ilable &Ad what lteps were b•in& 

t.aken to inc r ease security by rai1ing and equippina new formationo and 1n­

creaa1ng weapon production. 

'!he enquiry asswaod Lbat llaval Defenc e proo!Au were being carried 

out in cooperation with t ho United State• Navy which hod alreaQy taken 

otope to put ita poli<:y into effect . 

'!he tint point in tho rep}J< Qjlhuhed that (1) the =<>at e!fecUw 

insurance ac&intt the invaaion or New Zealand 1e that g:i ven by Naval Forces 

which should, wit.h adequate air support., intercept &l1J' en-=:,y expedlt.ion be­

foro il reachoa 'lew Zealand - and tnat (2) with adequate air cove r, Naval 

Porcea l'llU.St. be t.he uinat.&¥ ot the offensive tor which we ehou.ld st.art. t.o 

p re pare now. 

Prepa.rat.ion or Naval baae5 tor t.ht Unit.ed St..at.ea Faeltic Fleet 1a 

&8 aumed in tht CollowinS appreciat.ion t.o receive very h\gh priority . Tho 

t\lll c!etaUa or all naval roquireaenLo 1n New Zaaland and aciJacenL islanda 

aaeociated wit.h ita c::Mtence a re com.ained in ot.her app:reciat.iona. Th11 

report which m•nt.i ons Naval Defence 1n Section l covero Air and Land Defence 

roquiroMnta on}J< 1n SoeL1ons 2 and ) . 

P&&e l . 
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SECTlvll 1 , 

2 . It. is not.ed in your t.eleua:a no Z"eGU"!S\. 11 mde for 

unilAt..et'&l. f.fPreciation J-i&val det'ence rJ'Oblea and it. i:s &tta\lllled 

t.hia oadaeion i.e due to !'act. t.t~oat K.t.val defence t.o a J.arte ext~t. 

ia now t.he respoo.tibUity o! the Unit.ed ->t.at.es Nayt, yet. it. 8'\l.lt. 

bo e~phaaiaed however that moat effective 1naurAnct Acainat 1n­

vuion. .b t.h3t. Sivtft by !i&Y&.l fOTCeS 'llhlch should with a.dequ&tt 

air suprort. 1rtt.ereopt. any on~· txpedit.ton oefor'(t h .. ruche• 

New Zealand. lioreover,. 'lfit.h .Oequat.e e.lr cover, Naval forQet 

auet be the &ai.'Wt.&r,r of our aut.sequent. orrt,.,iYt !or .. hich llt 

ohould et.art t.o prepare now. Pr opaJ"at..ion of rav&l bo.ses for 

United St&t.el Paci!ic Fleet auat., therefore, receive v~r high 

priori~7· 

,.,. 2 . 

I 
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) , 'n!o ocalo or ono1111 •~tAck es~k .. ~od b¥ ~ho Chief or ~he 

Central Starr is t.wo divisions . There c::an he no certainty it. •ill 

not be exceeded in view or t.he fact that. a rreat.er proportion ot 29 

Japanese divisions or aore in South :.'eat. f'a.c1t1c &rea uy, bav1n& now 

ce&plett<l Uleir !ira\. uak, be 4ivert.ed tor &l.t.aek on this ar.. . '11'\e 

proble:a mu.st 1 therefore , be approached from point of view ot Join& 

maxirawn posl!liblt. to aecu.rc both Fiji a.nd lltw Zeo.l.and as ba.en for a 

ruture oft'ensive. The moot convenient wa.y or MSYerin,g quutione: 

on la.nd. ana air offence which yo\J ask in 1o.1r t•-•a~ is t.o coneider 

A- and Air probl ... "parately. Section 2 o! thu ""'""!" will 

t-herefore deal with An:'fl¥ atde &!Xl Section ) with nir. 1bert 1a 11.n 

added section for 'ivina a brief appreciation or man power eituation. 

S!:CTIO.~ 2 . A?J.Y rvR~!S ~l'lliEll . 

4 . '!tte st.renct-h or the l.r:::y required t.o rro'fide security tor Zew Ze.aland 

1a cuch influenced by Naval situation a.nd. by strength of !iew Zealand Air forces . 

The NavAl oi~untion, even i! in our favour, ie liable to be ttriouely upset 

by defeat and cannot at preeent be regarded ae in •nr w~y a auba~l~ution tor 

local dele!\c.es. Air detenee depends upon quallt.1 and nu:d:>er of alrcratt, 

efriehncy ot air wU.ts , a:d eapacU.7 or aei"'d.roNs and doea t)Ot. af'PI&r likely 

t.o a rtor d -.n opt.ilw:a deterrent. ae&iost heavy ac&le of attack for a lonr t.i.m . 

Lind forces are therefore or prime importance m&an"'hUe unt.U flo.v&l. &nd Air 

ait.uations develop m~teriall,y in our t•vour . 

Poge ) , 
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5. F'a.ct.ors o! i.rtportance in land defence ot IJow Zealand ares- : 

(l) Isolaoioa of :lew Ze&land fro!ll other lando which virouall,y prev~nt 

en~ ueins shore based aircraft. during approach and enhances value 

both str ong l~ew Zee.land air forces and of s trong l a.nd torcea to pl'O\'ent 

e nemy from eecurine e. footing &ny'ifher e in New Zealand. 

(2) Elongated ohape or its lengthy coost l ine. 

Present incomplete warnfne syatem. 

Pre valence harbcWIS and landine be-.chee . 

Cre.e.t cU.sto.nces between vulnerable points . 

~iatence of Cook Straits . 

Limited capacity cain roads . 

'ntree f oot six inch gauge r&ilwaye . 

These factors require strona: mobile forces 1n Cit least seven widelY 

separated areas and local garrisons for secondary ports &\d sheltered 

water 3 in addition to fortress o.rea!l . Acr odrooe protection b difficult 

as many are close to coast and the re is ouch tla.t l and in sparsely 

populated o.reas . Thus l"orces required in each island nruat be considerably 

superior t o l ikely ~ne~ forces to ensure speedy and effective oppo3ition 

by at least equal force!l and r apid concentration supt~rior force . 

6 , EST!l!ATB LAND FOllCES RI!QUIHEO for ;:ow Zealond . 

6 Divisions cccnplete, including : 

anti-aircraft 3rtille ry 

anti- tank 

field 

" 

" 
and oUlor anr.a and tser-vices vido BritJ.ah 

War Batablish!llent , 

13 Battalions 

10 Aerodr~~e Detence Batt&lion3 

Poe• 4. 
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9 Al'lll<lUrod l'lth~ina Vehicle Rogl&onto 

5 A~ Tank Ba~~oliono 

Surve7 Dagimente 

I.IO<Iiwo Artillery 

4 9 , 2 inch Cou~ Oolonc:o IJ&~~orios 

20 6 inch • • • 
8 5 inoh or 4 ineh Coos~ Dofenco 3aLLerieo 

) P..egt-'lent.s l.edlu. Art.Ultry in ae!"!i Coast :Jefence Role 

9 He&V)' Anti-airor&!t RecJ,M,._o to ""'" 238 He.V)' .U SUM 

9 LJ.Ott Anti-Aireron Rogl.ooon~o to mn 318 Ligh~ A A f:Wl8 

1J An~i-oircral\ Search11ght Sat~orieo to rnon )06 AA Searchligbto 

8 AnLi~o~or Tor pedo Boat tire unito (or 2 guns each) . 

1 Oivision caopleto ( .. for Now Zool..uld ) 

2 Britad• Crour• (ono tor Vanua L•Yll) 

5 Batt.aliono (two tor Vanua ~wu) 

1 Ar:oowed t'!., ;htl.n£ Voltl clo RofU~tnt 

2 Squadrcn ATT1f/ or Cl'Uiaor Tanko 

1 Resl..cent !.;odium Artillery 

1 Bat tery J:odiwn Artillory (!or Vanua Levu) 

t. where 

8 6 inoh Coast Dolence Batteri .. (tour for Vanua Levu) 

1 4.7 inch Coaot Dofonoo Battery 

2 Ant1-l.:otor Torpedo Boot tiro unito 

2 HoaV)' Anti-&ir~ratt Rogl.Mnto 

2 LLgh~ l.nti-oircr&!t Rosl.nto (two troops for Va.- Low) 

p~ s. 
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) /ult.i- >ircrart Searchlif:>jlt 84lteries. 

7 . AT PRI'..SENT AVAIL.IBLE:-

(1) In llew Zealand, 

Headquarters 4J\d norm4l. ser vices tor ) Divisions con:sist:itlg ot : 

(2) In ~'iJi 

7 Brieade Groups c001prisin£ : 

18 Battali ons 

4 Pield Regiments 

3 Field Batteri es 

and proportion or ot.he r arm.s 

4 carri soo Battalions 

9 Armour ed fi.C\t.ing \'ehicle Regi~~~Bnts employed as 
Llfa.nt.ry te . .-npor•r-ily only till t.anks arrive 

1 Ar:cy T~ Brigade providin£ 1 Battalion of thirt.y 
Valentine TMI<J! and Z Battalions infantry till 
furthe r tanks arrlvc 

9 6 i nch Coast Defence Batteries of 19 &Un• (8/2 & 1/)) 

5 4 inch " u " " 10 (2 each) 

7 Ant i-/.foto r Torpedo Bolt fire unit s of 8 - U pro , 
and 6 - 6 prs . All the A.Y.T.B. gun3 arc Obsolete. 

2 Uediwa Batteries e®~prising 12 - 611 ho.,itzera and 
4 - 60 prs . ma1nl,y employed Or\ Coast l)el'~ncc role . 

4 Ant i - Tank Cun.s, 2 pr, at. Ar tillery School . 

Per sonnel tor 19 ana l<¥mresai'Po\\s are in process of 
being called up, 

Divisional. Headqu.artera and noranl eervicea for, 

2 lnf&ntry Brigade Croups c0!%1prisi ng: 

6 Ne'l'l' Zea.lJlnd Battalions 

2 Fiel d Batteri es with .l,j.25 prs , ; 8-18 pre; 
lZ - 4 , 5 Howit•ers; 4 - ) , 7 Howitzers ; ~otal 
28 tun• ; 

Pas• 6. 



and J>ZOOJ.M.ir'-lon of ot.her &Miill , one Md1um 
8&t.t•l7 or 2 - 60 prs, 2 - 6" howit.un 1n 
Co.at O.f.nee role:, 

2 (PiJ1 defence force) hat.t.&l1one 

2 - 2 sun 611 Coaet. Defence Batteries 

1 - 2 au.n 4 . 7 1nrh !;:oaat Defence Sat.tery 

4 - ) inch and ~ Bofora Ant.j-aircr•tt nun-, 
6 Ant.i-aircrton Seorchllr)>ta 

6 !1\in.rtonn &lllia;ct."" ar.ti- tank £U"' (1Jn1ted 
St.& tea) 

lncreaaing exiatin,g co:..pa.oie1 t.O battalion:s and c&llitlt \IP 

peraonntl to form &ddition.al batt&llone . 

Ra1e1ng ~or1 battalion . 

Training and t.hrowing ott caar.a to man additon&l coast , mediua, 

field, a.nLl- t.anlc: aoo. a.nt.i-aireratt. artUhey due t.o vrive • 

• ra..ln1.n& naae r.u.a.rd i.n.structore and perso:"..nel t.o ...a.n varioua 

ant.i ... lrcr&tt oqW.ptent an<\ Coast. Defence Az1.1lliry equipooont. 

1'ra.1ning 1n ArrfrJ approx.izat.t}¥ tix thousand air force recn~1te 

for o.erodro.=o l>attalton:~ until required in Air f'()l"C e: .• 

Inoreaaing production three inch Light. Trench ~ortart and aomunit.lon 

t.o provide up t.o aixt.e:en mortars for e&ch 01 at. lust. fitt.y home prd battalions . 

Procluct.ion t:ao inch .ortara pla.t.ned wit.h a victW to tull iaeue t.o 

?itld Fore• a.n4 KCLe Gua.rd. 

£ilp6Jit.iz>a production R .~.Y. oquiraent.. 

Local production of B~•n Carriere, - Beav•r•tt.a. 

Crenad ... 
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SAA , )0) colibre . 

Portable ~/T Soto. 

Uniforms. 

Jl.l.Mkots . 

Boote . 

l.!ess tins . 

Water bot tles L~d mis cellaneous . 

B<>M>ing of inlported plain wire . 

Building bodies on imported Uot.ot• Vehicles . 

etperirnent.s proceeding f or loctLl production Mti-t.an.k m.ineo, r1. T. 

exploders. 

9. EST!l.!ATID STATES OF I!EADINESS AT F11I'IJRB DriTSS . 

(1) By June 30th , 1942., two-thirds ot Coree coc:splete Ddni.l:ro.ml s ix 

months continuous t.rain.ing , 'bal~ce t hree aonUls. On pr eoent. evid.ence we 

wUl t.hen be ~hort. ot 9. 2 inch Coast Defence guns, 

ant.i~c1·art ~nd llnt.i- t.a.n.k guns, 

anti- (air)era! t Searchlights, 

tanka for 9 Armoured. Pi.£ht.in,g Ve.hicle Regiments 
1 

anti- tank mines aod po~!bly 

rifies tor 100,000 Home Guarde . 

Ap$rt from these shortages, t he Forces should be well able to under-

take by that date active operations . Entren~ente, ob8t&eles And 

ir.lprovement. a t.o road and bridgoa should bt: 'fttll adv.lrtced. 

(~) By oec.,;,er )lot , 191.2, i'orceo should bo thorau&l>l.)' fit f or 

any operations i t the necessary equi~ent has 4rrived. 

Page 8. 



10. 
(l) Reinforcement.a required in order or priority, (ill troops ehould 

have car1p equip::cnt including tents and at. leas t. firet , t~econd •nd third lioo 

amnunt.ion. Any a.vailnble ••r reserves ot aon.unit.ion should acc001pany .:Lll 

weapons sent . 

Por ~ili - Vi ti Levu : 

2 Brigade Groups 

1 BattaUon 

2 Squadrons Army or Cruiser Tanks 

2 Heavy A. A. Regin~nts 

2 Light A. A. Regiments . 

3 Anti-.\ir<:raft. Search Light Batteries . 

1 Reg1m4rtt. U.ediWD Artillery. 

2 Ant.i-Uotor Torpedo Boat tire un1Ls . 

1 Ara~oured Fi£}lt.in& Vehicle or armoured car regiment . 

For Ntl'll' Zeal&.'ld : 

9 Heavy AA Regiments 

9 L!.ant AA Regiments 

1) Anti- Aircraft Searchlicht Batteries 

2 9. 2 inch Coast Defence Batteries 

8 Anti~otor Torpedo Boat units. 

TWo Res~ote Uedium Artillery, 

'1"110 DIVIS IONS COIIPLETE 

One A~ Tar~ Battalion. 
One Regiment Medium Artillery. 

One Army Reserve Battalion . 



• I 

For Pili - Yanu& Levu : 

l Infantry Brleade Group complet.o with field Artillery, anti­

tank Art.illery 1 

Lieht A. A. Ar tillory, 

and proportion of other aroe , 

2 Battalions , 

1 Battery Uediu• Artilley, 

4 6 inch Coa.:st. Oel'tooe l:lltteriea, 

2 troop.a utht. /J. Artillery, 

all Sai!'.C priority. 

For New Zealand.: 

1 Division complet e 

1 Regiment ~odium Artiller,y 

For Tonga : 

As r eq\ll.red in aceordt.nee rlt.h United State!! ot Amedee. devol.OJ>"' 

rr.ent inlentJ.oos . 'nat.er deve-lop!!'JJnt essentiAl. 

F'or Western Samoa: 

b required according to e ffect on de! once Aro;er1ca.n S$m04 . 

( 2 ) J!!QUIPIDlNT : 

A.A. Searchlights, Ant i Tank guna 

TMke tor Areoured Pigh.t.ing Vehicb Reai.:Mnts 

Rifieo and L.l!.C.S. 

Page 10. 



F!)VII'l. ·:-tr (Continued) 

9 .2 inch Coast. l>ltence fW"• and equip!MI:nt., 

lledi\UI and I'J.tld Ar<!llery 

A.nt.i~tor Torpe ... o :oat. gune, 

6 inch or a1m11.ar Coast. .V.ftr..ct gl.ltla:, 

Army or Cruis t t• TtuUca1 

. )() (Unite d St&Lea or Alooric&) S .A.A. 

It. 1.8 not. poa.1ble t.o MA:t a sat.btact.ory tt.at.entnt. or i.ane..Uat.e 

&nd ulU.mat.e air req,uiro~nts tot de fence of !lew Zool.a.nd 11.nd Fi j i. Thetse 

~ruat. be rtl&t.ed t.o :a. Ct r\t.ral at.nu.etic plan. •1e cannot. lnt..Ui,centl.r at.ate 

re<qUirtMnt.e •ithou.t. )(ftowing st.rat.• t.ic 1nt.enc.ton.a . So rar ..e ban c,een re­

q:uest.ed c.o prepare tor reception i n New Zealand of t wo hundred ht11.V'J botrber s 

'!hes e propotU... are. ev1d e:n.l,y part. or a pla.n related t.o .~out.h :en fac1t1c , a 

plan on .,,eo:! a ec&le 11 CO(lsidtred e• sent.ial und wit.Mn that pla.n we eat.ir;at.e 

very larr• air torcu 'lriOuld. l.>e 'ba .. d in t~e• Z.-land an4 Fiji. 

12 . The tolloldn,e roles tall t.o d.r rorcu counterine enemy inv•.a1on1 

(~) ~connaia5MCt fJea areu of &ppro• ch• • tor 'ilhicl'l wt will be rtlponslble 

(b) To a trike at. • n .. ,.y traneport.s during t.hd r approach . 

(c) To c1.,t.ory t nt.II'O' t.irc r&!t. c•rr ier s and otherwilt to cbt.J.ln &l r 

Poco u . 



/ 

(d) To £ive b<wbcr a.nd reeonnabaanct aun..ort. t.o ~..rq-. 

(t) To rrovbe llQ:~er pr«.t~H.1on our 1.-port.ant. t.&rttU Min 

wat.en and aero4ror:es . 

1). The fallowing aeconda17 rol•• ftll t.o air toree in prot.eet.ion o! 

New Ztaland and Ylji Bfalnst rAtde . 

(&) Reconnai~sance sea areaa o~her t.han invasion approach areas . 

(b) tocon. ohippina convoys. 

14 . The &ir torc:ea required tor &11 po.u-JOau are 1n ex.:e.:.a ot avail.able 

but theae .oat.lr require extension an4 concre~ing and preparat.lon o! protected 

dispo8&l pco1~1ono, 

15. AI nga.rdt land aircraft, t.he tirot u~ont.ial is t.o supply la.rce 

propon.ion or our contt.ruct.ion aachintry t.o ll14c1l.e S..at, fa.r f.ut and. P1J1 

and t.r.ert 1a now an acute short.~• or ..achirAr;Y in :: ... z...t..m .. 

16. It FiJi and few t.Ua:ld ar. t.o be bdd anr1 are t.o beoou iaport.a.n.t. bue 

areaa in f\lt.ure ottcn.sive opetationt w. eat..la-.a.t.e wa raquire follow1ne •• soon 

as poadble: 

6 Squadron• long- range tlyiz~t, bo&tl 

6 Squ6d.ront torpedo bccbers 

8 Squadron~ dJ.vo bocbers 

8 Squwrons 1-- r&:lj;• -.,.. 

6 Squadron• lon&"'"ran.s:e tidltert 

9 3qu.drone interee~er tighttrD 

l. Sctuad.ron.• hrJey Co-opera t.lon r·toonn.ailtMCe 

) Squadron• tlt&V)' transport. and pa.rat.roop Headquarters, 
operaUonal t.ra1ni.ng un1tt. 

.ainttnanot depots, 



Boaobin;;, ~Mot')', naviyat..lon, opor&Uon.U, gas 01\J ol.her 1l¥int ~r<Llning 

achoolo . 

AircraJt. aaa~ly pl.&.'lt.s . 

28 Ait warning aoc.e for high and lcr" -.pproach. 

Rocket. dthn:e apparatuo tor- 20 atrodr.c.a:ta . 

17 . Uot knowing what. mie.11t. b-e cOOt availa.ble we cannot !rlo~ue our pr·oterenco 

for priorHT. .e doain t.o bt: in!orced ot :OIIblned .:hiel's ot Staffa• 1~ 

t e nt. ions and requireur,ents a' re1:arda New Zealand and f'1J1 o.nd 'We will Lr.tr.cdltL te-

11 r.co.end tlbat. •• ca .. ·1. \lnClerulct and "L"uit •• r«p.~.ire t.o give eft tel. t.o 

t.heoe int.eut.ions and requiren:.enta . 

18 . At present tke 'We are prbp&red to receive and operal.e in Uew Zealand 

a.nd Fiji &1\Y nwli>er or Squadrons which can conceivabl,y be scmt. he1•e within t.ho 

next three .onths . .r, are prepared to disMJrt. our :Gpire training orpnisat.ion 

to &1'\Y axtent. f'l<!•lirtd lor J.:Ur'J.OSO of &CCOr.'IOd.;t.ing op. rat.ion&l equadrone ?.'hUt 

new aerodrome• a.re btln,g p:·epared. 

19. In default. of coapl.et.o units or aircraft. 1fith trained c:r••• ... a re pre­

pared t.o accept and operat • 41\Y nw:be r a of airc raft antJ e-quis-ent. not u.ceedlrta 

t.he followin£ Ciguru wiUun Lho nexL ~hree -.Lia: 

6 Pl¥tnc boats 

60 Hud.lona 

75 KiL~)'howk• 

25 Ae.rocobras 

25 Lon;:-range f11')1Lero 

~ Yult~e• dive bomber• 

18 !!actio location a eto 

Rocket. de fenc e ap.,.ra.tut for 

Paa• 1). 
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ut t.ht &.bOft we have bee.n rrociuJ and exp.c\. to receive w1Ua1n the nut 

t.hrtc .ont.h• Ul Hudson~~ 52 Jtit.t.7h.t.wka, 6 Ei.eau tigh1.~rt, 10 P.adio loc:at.lo!t 

te:\.8 . 

20, :e pc::.aus at. present. t.i.h in l.ew Zealand ana riJ1 )0 Hu.Uof\1, 21. 

Aerocobra1 . Ot.htu"··ise we have no aircratt. alLhough .,. .• can an1t 'lfOUld put, 

1nt.o air 4 Squadron:~ VlriCRNTS, 7 Squadl'ont 0Xl''CHllS1 HARV!UtOO and wr'US an::od 

to bomb and titht. But. recent tlQ')I:rlt!\Ct has aho1m t.b&t. obaol~tt.t a.ircr&!t. 

can achieve nry lit.t.lc ruult. in pNatnet o! at.rong en&V air r~rcea. ·• 

have 8 air-wa.rnJ.na set.a, 4 01 •h1th art un.tuit.ODlc .&:or dct.ect.inc approa.eh of 

lo• .Qyin& ai~r.a.it. . 

21 . llt recognize t.ht.t O\lr tut.ure eucceaa in the Pacific mu1t. depend. f4pon 

regain.t.ng control or sea cOCIIII.Unlcat.ione and t.nat when this h .. be11n achie ved 

the d.&ne;or t.o r\ew Zealand wUl rtctdt and it.a ioportance aa a U&ftt Cor otlensive 

Op4tr&t.1ont wlll inuease. ln pr .. ent. and in !'ut.Ure ctreu.'Ut.-.ncta •• &uM. be 

powerf\Lll7 equ.iFped tdt-h air r'"rc .. but. plannJ.ne or t.hose air force• -.:.at. b~ 

left. to t.M ;;o.:b1ne:d :biett or S\.a!!t an.1 t..o a Supru:e ~nder. 

22 . ~~ Service equ,a.CU"Ont in :ltw l.ala.n.J t..nd Fiji are in ovnat.ant. 

re&dineae . All &u.x.illary aq\ladront Arc available at. a few hour• ' not.ice. 

23 . All aqua.droms :st.ated ae ,..1uiremeni.s in p&raeraph 16 w1t.h exc:ett.ion ot 

3 Squ.dron. lo~-rat1ge bCIIIbera reconnaiae.anc:e ana one: or pou1bly ho tG.u;wron~ 

int.e.rcept.or flc.."lt.ert whicn are N<;,'l.lred •• r.Worc::e.ant.l th.O\lltoi be ('f')!ll;al~• 

wit.h all • lulJ*tn.t.: R~·J&n.er•, nl"'•• .. ,., ... f'rvic::u Uid t.enu . Jr.l.t.e rna.­

t.ivel1 t.he aircr&.tt. a.M1 cqo.dp:.nt. lbud in p.s_,..g.n.pb 19 t.oget.her wit.h full 

aealu of tpa.ru and. t.oolA can be r•t~&rded ~• b•inu BupJ.clled. in part eu~ 

tt..it..ul.lon tor rtinforct.:l.entt . 
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24 .. Hitherto the .. elf Zual&.mf ;J.r Force ha.s been pri.m:irtly concorne<l 

prod:uoine part.!¥ trUned air crews f or Ecpire Air Tr.:.in1ng Scheme . This has 

been reduced to ) elc:tent..ar-y n .:ine tl·ainine 8Chools I two serviC(t D.ying 

training schools , one inatruct.or! ' school, adscal.laneoua ground tridnln,a 

echools, and we he.vtl formed one boaber Operational 'l"ra.1nint Unit, one l"igrlt-er 

Cporat.iona.l Training tJ.n.U nnd one Ceneral ReeotU'I.Oiseance School .. 

25.. Tnere is no a ircraft indust.ry in l~ew Zea}..(Lnd. sxcept tor the zr.anu1'4ct-

ure of a s:.:;all nu.11ber of ~O'rHS . Ths existing maintenat~ce or!:.a.n.isat.ioo. is 

suf!'icient to maint.ein t:ew Zt&lt.nd Air Force as nt present arrance.n:.enls are 

beine made to increase maintenance facilities by comrr.andeering available \.ork-

shop oochinorJ end earaso crews . 

26.. !!o technical equipnent. for Air l"orce is t"!B.nulact.ured in r:ew Zealand 

except wirelcse equiPQent on a smAll sc~lo and spare parts ad hoc for airerait 

and engines . 

27 . The a:aint.ttnance and aartni.og problema coanect:.ed wit.h new squadrons 

might be grea.t.l.y easecl if it. were decided t.o t.t"<ll1sfer ujor pad. oi" air train-

ins now done in NfJW Zealand to canada . 

Thie would have the t'urther e1re.c:t of economiasing on ehiJ:pina $pace and 

tankers now require-d fo r maiut.aining tr&inina ach«le in ·:~ Zeala.ncl. 

!.!.:!.:! PO~IER.. 284 'nle following is a brief at.aten:.ent. of rr..an-power oosit.ion : 

The population oi' liew Zealand i a 1,6411000 . 

The tollowing is a. brief state~ont. of the position: 

(o.) Scrlt- Cvorscaa 
In ,{ett' Zealand, 

~ Air 
52, 712 6, 582 
52 ,98) 11, 280 
CIW-r.l TOTi\1, 

Total 
6l-;Jb8 
67 ,264 

}28,6)2 

This repreaent8 7 . 6 per cent or the t.ot.al population . 

Poe• 15. 



A turt.ner 26,~ .c:en to ccnplet.e t.he eat.ablle¥.ent. ot tho t.errit.or-1&1. 
force hae been ballotted and is ln proceoa or jo1nine ~nits . 

The r-f.lWI& ...,. ava.llable w1.1 be oollo•t.e<l a.!JooH t..d.lat.el¥ . 

k!ttr ~ht above ~6, 500..., ht>vo all joined, the total IIObllised will 
be 155, 1.)21 or nea.rl,y 10 rer ecnt. or t.h• ont.ire popula~.t..ion . 

'!he bulk ot t he balance or en liable for aervic e wUl not. be avallable 
oit.hor on account of un Cit.nesa or the J•equi rem4nta ot industry . 

In addition t.o tne above nwrabers , there is a Rolle Guard composed o1· n:en 
be~ween ~he ace• ot 16 and 60 wi~h ~ stro"~ or 100,000. The•• rill b e 
mobUised 1tl case or an attack . 

Pan• 16. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

llay )0, 1942. 

MEIIORJJiD(J)( FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

POR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

FOR MY SIGJJATURE. 

F. D. R. 

Letter to the President from 
Brigadier General Patrick Hurley, 
dated May 20 , 1942, Wellington , 
New Zealand, with clippings from 
various newspaper s . 



-- -

Dear Pat: 

I have received and read with interest your letter 
or May 20 in which you emnhaeize the wholehearted errore 
which the Governments or Australh and New ZealiUld are 
making in the common war etto~t. 

Any impression that we are in any way unfriendly 
toward the exist i ng government& in t hese countries and 
are not appreciat ive ot their war etforts 1s , or course, 
wholly erroneous. As you say, it wo uld not be appropriate 
tor us to make any suggestionsregarding the domestic 
political situation 1n a country with which we are 
now eo closely aeaociated. Nevertheless, the information • 
contained in your letter is very helpful to us in the 
conduct ot our relations wi th theee countries. 

Very sincerely yours, 

( j . 1 
.,.._ I(/ , l) J'vS 

The Honorable 
Patrick J. Hurley, 

American ~n1eter, 
Wellington. 
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My dear Mr. Pres1den~: 

O t:PARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

June 4 . 1942 

In response t o your memorandum ot May 30, 1942, 
I enclose tor your consideration a dratt le~ter tor 
your s i gnature to tbe Honorable Pat r i ck J. Hurley, 
H1nis~er to New Zealand, 1n repl y to b1e l etter ot 
May 20. 

ully yours, 

I • .. 

Enclosure: 

Draft letter. 

'l'be President, 

'l'be llb1te Houee. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

OFFJCE OF 
COORDINATION ANO REVIEW 

June lu, 194. 

II iss bndy, 
The I hi te lio•·sc : 

It 1 • eerette :h t tnil 
or1 1nol 1 ttet .rom thA ,c~r1,tn 
Ulnl£t r to ~ Ze.l•n~ ••s 
or:tttt!d fro::a ·he 0··;:. rtment.' s 
1 •Het "l Jun.- ~ to tne fr• sid~nt 
trt n.s 1 :tin _ dr~ t r~#"ly . 
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MY dear Ur, President: 

Welli ogton, Now Zealand. 
)lay 20, 191,.2. 

Having completed my military mission, I have now aettled down 
ae a diplomat. I wish t o express to you QY appreciati on or the 
opportunity you bave gi·un oe to serve. 

I bave reported all ay official business to the Chief ot Staff 
and the Secretary or State. 

There 111, however, a r.atter or polit leal importance that I would 
like to bring dir ectly and privately, but nevertheless otticially, to 
your attention . 

All you well know, both Australia and New Zealand have at the 
preeent time Labor Governments . ln the Cabinets or bot h are men who 
were pac1t1eta during the laot war . Indeed, some or tbeae members 
of the Cabi nets were incarcerated tor subversive conduct. What-
ever uy be aaid or the former coa4uct or the ~bers or t he t wo 
preaent Government s, I can at ate to you tro:n experience all4 know­
ledge tbat all or tbe:a are now cooperating sincerely, enthuaiaaticall y 
aJ>d. ett1c1ently in the war etrort . Tbe Opposition to the preeent 
LabOr Go'rerDIII8nt8 in bOth Australia and !lew Zealand !a, genarelly 
epaaking, what we r ater to 1n t he United States as tho veated in­
terests. At least , those who make up the Oppoe1t1on are well-to-do 
and wealthy or rich. Tbere ie i n progress at the present tire a 
deliberate attempt to ouet the Government s 1n both Auetralia and 
New Zeal und. The Oppolit ion to the exieting Governments leave the 
impreaaion that neither ur. Churchill nor yourself are favorable to 
t he preaent Governments. Thie !a eapecially true of the Auatrelian 
Government . 

Poreonally, I aa convinced tbat it i a a bleeeing to bave tbeee 
LabOr Governaenta at tbia Uaa: You will tully undar1taJ>d. tbat a 

gr eat 

Dl!lCLAB9rvntD 
SUI<! Dept.. ....... l ·~EB 1 0 1972. 
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great majority in botll the Commonwelath or Auatralia 8.Dd the Dolll1111on ot tlew ZealAnd are spiritually IUid on a buia or tho principlee 1D­Y01Yed, intenaely act1Ye in the war ettort. But the political iaaue, aa uaual, has a more matarialiatio baaia. The well-to-do, tile wealthy or tha rich have no choice from a materialiatic standpoint, except to go forward with the war effort, It the _,. 1a lon they will lo .. 
ever~hing. The property ot tbe well-to-do 1a their material atalte in the auccl'aa or the United Nati ODOI 1D tho •r. OD the other hend, the aupportera or the Labor Oonrnment aro tbo peo ple who claim that they han not had e quality or opportWlity; that they have not bed their equitable ahara in the country• a incoao. It their Oon rn.aent ia ousted they will not han u great a ato.lco or u great inoonthe to win tho ar as they hue now. The Labor people han come around to the poaition that the reeponaibility ot winning thie war ia their reaponaibility. The working people ot both New Zealand and Australia, the .aen who have alfty& been tho 110at draatie crit1oa or the econoaio eyat<111 and t ho Oonl'lllllllnt are now Yigoroualy aupporting tbe lAbor Oonrnmenta and tbe ftr effort . I need draw no diagram t o i ndicate to you how fortunate it is to have thie eupport tor the .. r attort at theee place e at thie tl.ma. 

Before leaving A!uotral1a , I outll.Ded thia o1tuat1on i n detail to General llacArthur. It would , ot oouroe, be improper tor any ot ua to make any public auggeation regardiag the doaeatic political e i tuation . 

1 have understood that you are being approached or will be a pproache d in the near tuture by repreaentati•e• or the Oppoaition to t he present OoverD.IIIeota. I telt that I owed it to you to giie you ay opinion on tho aubject . That op1Dion 1a that the beat reeul.ta tor the war etrort can be obtained by auataining the pre sent Labor Oon rMeote both in New Zeeland and Auetralia. 

Repreaentation 1D the War Cabineta or both New Zealand and Auatralia ban been and will be turther dinn1t1ad eo aa to give all al....,nta a Yoiee 1 n tbe war ettort. 

Y/1th beet wiohea tor your health and the 
which you are leading, 1 aa, 

Reepeottully and 

The Honorable rranl<ll.D D. Rolleenlt, 
Pre aident or the United Statea or America, 

The White l!oua e , Waahington, D.C. 



i.xtroct trom " o Dom1ncl_o.n " Newspaper. 
Publl•hod at Wallington on [dato].....ARril 1611! 19.,2 •• _____ _ 

;s~U~II~~E:C:_T~· ==::;::B:r:l~g=•~d~lar - Oonoral p . J. a t Slate twloboon. 

A HEARTENING MESSAGE AND ROUSING APPEAL 
In hi• fim l'ubhc. 11peech •lnce hi• arrival to ~lkO up bl.l dutic-t 

at Unit~ Stattt Mlni.&tC'r to New Ztal.and, dclh-trtd at the State 
htDC:bton ch·tn by the Go,..c-ftlmtnt .J·ntttd&y. Ur{Caditt·Gttltral 
Hurley coan)"C'd tO the peopk ot th.l{ Oomtaion • tnQtt htart.tninc 
tnf'tPCC rroa1 hit own coaatry. lc ~a spirit ot .,c-rminatioo 
aDd purpoM; in the ..c.rvale now ...,U.C in the Paahc and tbtoueh­
out the world that t:poke rSoquentJ~ of the: ftclitll ••unatir.c tbt •• ,.ar 
tfl'ort o r tflc rrtat Re-public of free men and frtt inttmauon• he 
hu tJ1~ honour to trprestnt •• ia Rrn Minilltr to thlt )'OUUir! nntion. 

'fhe speech wa.s a modtl of cooci.meu, prt<hlon, and ttlling 
mt~J. It 1.t dtfficuh. indttd, to rcw:all 1n qftlt;ial dth\"nmte in 
which., lniKh ••• C'OnYQ'W ia 10 few words. :OO:oc. Ollly ,..... 11 a 
P'lf'WI£t: of bopc ud ~ to • tit~e COWIUY f~ .... m a 
ttrribte messa('f', but 11 wu alto a fi&htirtc ape«h. a nD for .:tJOO. 
UMiparitiC ucn(~, ln.J. Ut»t&atcd tfron by C'\•U'f t.~dz.tr\ throu&:hO!JI 
thi1 land. One nnrinr ~pte dr~ntt lptcill t"•phalit for tbt 
moraJ lO bt drawn from tt by dM: Ntw 1-C':~.Iaud ptnple: 

,... tt.l ..... {...,.. ... ,..,,,...,.. fUliN( 1M ... ., 
.... ... - ~~Mad. ........... ~ ......... , et .~a,ua....u. .............. ,.. ... ... ...,. .......... .. ...... ....... ,.,.., .... .,..,..., ........... .. 
..... ... ........ ........ ...-It, ... ..,.._.""..,...,&-
.. ., ...... ..,.,. ... t'l wtll ....... It .... 1oM llw: .,_.,, 

Thtk are "'ord• to ••ir our brou11 l.lld tnt1'gitt, fu't' the imqination, 
aud impc:l a ne-w tpirh in the COMCtlll of our public: l1utltutionJ £ron\ 
Parliament dov. n throughout tht artt.t n'*U of chc: ptOp)e. 

The UrutN Statd ~linhtc.r hu r~(td to u.• the fnmdJbi~ 
•..-mc-thr. anrJ b\btun of IJO,((X),CI:O Aaacricaa pti'JI!c Ia tbe cam­
man Olbt: tl( Jabrrty lad tbc: cktlniCIMift Of acJfttaloa aad IJTUICY 
This: sp:UMW Jt"tlur-e tbcluld lie lq~.ly upon our ('OIIIIC1otOCC: u a 
natit:on and a ~. (or it iatptir-t a •·bolc-beu1C'd mtuur-e o f te­
dprodty in ptodut11\"t C'fl'ort u v.cU AJ in n'ilita.ry prtparttkn.u by 
whkh the catnClillltU 11.nd ti~•cetity (I{ our war C'ITurt will be juds;ed. 
The atandard ot nttAsurtnlC'nt ls bt•t r.J~Cprt:utd bf hb E.ltctll"ncr'• 
own •·oni.J. in •hkh he 1akt dov.Q 1h~ priociplc o ttliott lhat tn'lUt 
M the anima&.&rlc fO«"C of the toW •-.r dfoct of ~~ Unittd N'a.Uons 
If \ittory iJ 10 bt WOG! 

...J!.%f!..!..,_,. ···~::..-~-:--...:::: ....... ...... ., .....,, .-..n'.,,............ ........... 
- f•ttwr ... ......... - .....a.w • ~ fiM't, ..,.,., hecltr, -.-. ... ....... .............. If """ ......, .. ,. ... II!Nak· ... raan. . ...... ~ ........ ....... 

Thr New- Znland people: wan !ttl d«r'r rraufal for thctc: Uupirioc 
1l'CII'ds. Cc~m:Enc from the: .., rc...W rcpr-aeatal.l .. of a michtt 
nauoa ~ wrth tt.n in ckfttd ()f ~ Jw.l4 dear br their j ati&mt-rtptt, and prifficcu. ud hw: lDitituttOOI achit-ted by the 
Wood and tear• of put I'CMf'hOCU of the Eni'U•h·tptaklna ~lu 
-they should mark • hJmlnc poinl In the W(l.r tffort of thlt Domimon, 
• mArk from ..-hJch a acw pi ol ettdfYCIDalt •Ul be Mt, with a 
nrw aod i~t~plrcd tfun to ...tl h. 



"ATTACK, DEFEAT, AND 
DESlROY' 

lhtlo • -pie di ......... •hid! 
nseclt au. WOtdi ell the more e:loctiq, 
&he Uaited S..C.. M1nltler lo New 
Zaolood, llripdl<r.C.nml l!urioy, 
,.-day ...., a ttirri"' rall to 
KtioD wWC.h cunot r aiJ to .6:od .. 
1 ·a,. ud toth .. latt~ retpoc.M 
Ia r!lo ....,... of \tw Z..luder>. 
BripcUer.cenual tfur1~r. aftu a 
~ e&l"'tt in tbe wnice of 
hia oouatry ln many fit~t. comes to 
New Ualand al a c-rhi~aJ tlmc in the 
hi.ttory of the Pacific n.ationa, and 
the public w~l jolo wbokburtedll 
with ~ Prin'W' P..J-nlt.ttt m the n . 
- -.led ro hi .. both p<raoa· aa, ... .. • rt:pmeatath e of 1.be 
Ulli&ed Stattt.. •h'eh i• now playinc 
•uth a vit.l pari in tJH~ Patitic 
~t ot wer. There wliJ be guli· 
tude and epproval, too, for tbc 
atjrriac IQ.tnner in which the Ministtr 
N-.cl •P the wJc which tonfront. 
the peopltt of thlt part of d•e ><orld. 
"The lap-. • !lo N td. "bne <hal. 
""""' !he fr..dom ol the PaciGe 
Ooeu and the liberty and "av o( 
US. of all P"C!eful attion.l. ThiJ 
~e annot be mtt by worda. 
We mt»t auack, derea1, and descroy 
the eutoereq of Japan in banle upon 
tM lad, upoo abe ..,., under the 
IINw Melia the a i.r.'" l.o thete thr" 
It'll' • Btiaed&tr-Ccnt.-al Uut'18y, 
with welcome rt:aliaaa. l:"·c eloquent 
np~oa to tho trM off'tnt.h-e apirit 
wtdcJI wiat bttclet and uhirnatoly 
w1M wuo. Tho rhrllUns raid on the 
PhiUppiot~ Crom Auttralian lultet. 
reported today, b tvidneo thai that 
•pirit rHllyli'ftt. 

Ia IUa ep..(lrotch to otbu probltlat 
f~ tba t'aloed NatO... Bricadior· 
c-nJ Hurley waa <quaUy ..oliodo. 
Apia .. • ... pte .... <lf:ectlft 
ianp,:~. 1he Mini.ttrr made ck•r tho 
cluty • ltich roM• on all 11 • time 
><heo ..erytbl"' rhal demoeratio 
pooploa boW doOr lo "' otok Noc 
lelj - - ............ oocllo ouib 
loony Wowo .. tba _,. ....... ,........,..,_ ..... ,_ ... 
--- ........ lo-nwy _... .. ""' .._ , ... lo -
.... - ooWion, .. u ........ .-.. oWo 10 ....... , ........ ,..... 
Ill ..,. wor;.:z• 'l. doo IOdlltr .,_ 111 f-tl 
3 , ' u, ...... c-.J lhdor ................ . _ ........ ........... ..... -=---­..... .._ .... _ 
'J UtW wll .. ._. It .. loti ltlt 

- · 0.. _ ...... l!"'vil- ... ...--........... ... 

- r r::; 

f(, 



My dear Mr. Preaident: 

I aa writing you ottioially today, but I wanted t o drop 

thie note to you personally t o express the apprsciation or all 

ot the Americana hera ae well as the New Zealandere tor the 

tact that you have sent Admiral Richard E. Byrd out here on a 

llission. The t act that he 11 heN has not been publioiaed. 

It ie a llilitary secret, but you know how e treotively "grape 

vine" information travels . 

No other American is as personally well- known or ae 

genuinely loved by New Zealanders as Dick Byrd. Every place 

I go I find that New Zealanders are ~~easuring all Americana 

by Byrd. You can well understand what a great asset that is 

to all ot us. 

The Honorable 7ranklin D. Roosevelt, 

President ot the United Statee or America, 

Washington, D.C . 



I 
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tteJ: ec tf'ull." t t: f ., rrf•u to 

the t"re,jlaen t . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVI SION OF PROTOCOL 

August 13, 1942. 

M!jMORANP!BI FOR MR. MciNTYRE: 

Minister Hurley in a personal telegram to the 

Secretary, which has been received trcm the American 

Consul at Noumea, states that Prime Minister Fraser 

atter a conterence has returned to New ~aland, since 

the present situation in that area requires certain 

matters to be settled by the Pri.me Minister. The date 

ot departure trom New ~aland has been tentatively set 

tor .August 21. 

fdt 
George T. au-merlin --

nF.CLASS!FlED 

s •••• "····· ........ lol 'F1s lv loon 
By J , Scl>oublo Dote•- --



PRINE H INISTI!It'S OFFICE, 

At Washington, D.C. 

4th September, 1942 . 

My dear l!r . President, 

I cannot l eave Washington without expressing to you my 
very -arm appreciation or the kindness and hospitality that have 
been extended to me and to the members or my party by all with 
whom we have come i nto contact in the United States , 

I count it a very special privilege that I have had the 
opportunity or discussing with you personally our common problems 
in this war and , in particular, the situation in the Pacifi c . 
I shall carry back to my own country t he conviction that the position 
ot the Pacific is appreciated and is r eceiving fUll consideration in 
light or the responsibilities undertaken and t he pledges given in 
respect or other theatr es or war. 

I attach much importance to personal visits such as this and 
I sincerel y trust that you will find it possible at no distant period 
to enable us to welcome in our part or the world a responsible 
representative or the United States. 

Again thanking you and assuring you ot my very warmest 
appreciation or my reception here , 

The President, 
Unit ed States or America , 

IVASHINGTON. D.C . 

I remain, Mr. President, 

Yours very sincerely, 

"~tr -r cr) 



March 18, 194.3. 

My dear Mr. Prt.e Mlniater:-

I am s end1n,g this meaaage by 
Walter Mash, and I hope tbat you will l et 
Yr . Nash come back to Wa•hington again aa 
soon as you can. He haa been a aplena1d 
representati~a of our sister d~crae,y or 
lew Zealand. 

May I a~o teke this op­
portunity ot expreeaing ~ congr atulations 
to the people of ••• Zeal and on thea 
s~landid part in t he warf 

.ADd may I a lso thank all ot 
them ror t heir cordial hoap1te11CJ to ORr 
~r1can aoldiers. aa1lora and aar1neat 
The r esult 11 already t be buia ot a 
greater friendship and UDderat• ndlDI tD 
tho tuture than •• haYe n•r bad betore. 

S.gb\ Honor able Peter Praaer. 
Priae H1n1et er ot ••• Zenl•o41. 
Welltngtoo, 
lew Zeal and. 



FsF-• 

DOt.4JNJO N 0, "fi.W JIALANO 

MJ dear K.t, President: 

}' .. I'" ' / /~" ,(, .._ 
J' ~ /- ~ 9 

/II / 
f 

PIIIIME MINI STE .. 'S OFFICE, 

WELLINGTON. 

30th .lp.ril , 19,3. 

I am writ ing to thank yo~ ror the very kind 

message yo~ sent to me by Mr. Naeh and I woQLd Like t o teLL 

yo~ how very m~oh my oolle~~e• and I valae yo~r appreoiative 

.rama.rke abo~t Mr, Nash's wor k in Washington. I hope it wilL 

be possible tor ~• to Let him .ret~n to a post of e~h pre­

eminent iapo.rtanoe to ~.r ooutr7. 

I oan aea~.re yo~ that New Zealand greatly val~e• 

its aasoo1ation with the United 8tatea of America BD4 o~ peopLe 

are deepl y appreoiative of the aesi stanoe .rendered t o them by 

the United lltatee in eo many field s and in eo 111811Y wa.ya. 

1 apeak tor alL aeotione tlben I aq that the bond& 

of t.riendahip between the two peoplaa are daily beooaing et.ronge.r 

~de.r the intl~enoe of personal oontaote and aaaistanoe mut~all7 

.rendered. 

I t.raet that yo~ are maintaining yo~r health and 

strength despite the eno.rmoae bQZ4en ot .reaponeibilitiea ~POD 

1011r eho~ldere . 

With kind .regard a, 

Yo~• einoe.relJ, 

' .ranktin D, Roosevelt laq,, 
P.raeident of the Unit ed States 
'l'he White Houe • hlillmQI, D. C. 

' 
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Ju.ne 9 , 1\M;s. 

Deo.r llr . Prlce lllnl nt or: 

Just before Wlnston Churchill l oft 
hero , he told 1'10 t hat your Po.rll"""'nt ha.d IIIJI'OOd 
tha.t the Sooond II , Z, EX])edl tlonery Force shoul d 
be kept l n t he lledlterranean. Collf3J'ntula t l ons 
e n<l t hru'lluJ ! 

I hope muoh tho. t t he next lledl t erraneen 
oooro.tlona •1Ul be oo opeedy and oo ouocesotul 
t hat your t roop s ottn got hom to r eat a b lt and 
bD ready tor the ope r e tlono ngnl not Japan. 

I do hope t hat lira . flooeovolt oan Ylnl t 
you. ~·a nrc oll dol ng nuoh tal.l<lng about 1 t --
but don' t oay anythi ng ye ti Gl Ye my r efl&ol'ds to 
llol t er llooh. 

lll th c vory (!Oo<l wl ah , 

As n e r youra , 

Rl~ht Honornble Pet er Fra oer , 
Prine Jtl n1ster ot t;ov Zealand , 
Helll ngton , 
!lew Zenlend, 



, "ri§; ptlif• . at/ 
BRITISH EMBASSY 

1 W ASHINGTON,D.C. 

TKE PRESIDENT. 

2nd New Zealand ExPeditionary For ce. 

The ?rime liinist..r instructs me to send you the 

attached paraphrase of a telegraa he bas just. received !roo 

llr. Fraser, and to add the following fr om himself: 

•You will see they have played up very well. I 

am sending Fraser a message of thanks, and I am sure he would 

greatly appreciate one from you.• 



-ParaphrAaed v~ •1o~ ~~bll a~od 1n 
t~,. 0f~!,.1•1 R\a~ory of :~e .. Z_.Allt;nJ 
in ,..:,. !" ftoond t' orl' ;,r.r, 1'939-tlf . 
~-~8r P1otory ,r~neE , 'ep~ rt~,~t 
of Int~rn•l Ar~rtro, ·;~,.. Ze•land, 1951) 
Vol . 11, p~r•• 211-212 



1 Js sssng at/ 
BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

PARAPHRASE OF TELECRIJI FROM IAR. FRASER TO !JR. Cl!URCHILL. 

Parliament today agreed that the 2nd N. Z. 

Expeditionary Force should be kept in the llediterranean. 

Members had the full facts before them and pa~d great heed 

to the opinion& expreooed by President Roosevelt and yourself , 

and by General Freyberg and Mr. Jones, Minister of Defence, 

in support of r etaining the Division for use in Europe. On 

the other hand, there was the known viewpoint of Australia, 

and llember s realized keenly that the Government and people 

of the Comoonwealth would regard such action by New Zealand 

as showing reluctance to assist to her full capacity in 

meeting joint dangers in the Pacific and to take her share 

of the grim and heavy toll which tropical dis1ase levies on 

those serving in forward areas in this theatr e. The choice 

was difficult and made after anxious and serious tholl8ht. 

But only a few dissented f rom the f inal decision. 

In view of our increasing MBnpcwer difficulties, 

Parliament agreed with the view you yourself expressed, that, 

as and when it becoaes necessary, the establishment should be 



-2- BRITISH EMBASSY 
W ASHINGTON,D.C. 

reduced. The further use of the 2nd N. Z. Expeditionary Force 

will depend, of course, on the time taken to absorb the 

relief force, and also the 4t h Armoured Brigade which you 

stat e will not be battle-worthy till October. The New 

Zealand Government naturally wish that this Brigade be 

re-absorbed as soon as possible into the Division. 

22nd May, 1943. 



Dear llr. Pr .. ident.' 

··~ ..,, " '1Ciu Sl-

At-: ~ II o, A~ '43 
l t,. 

I have the honoW" to toi'W&l"d "" 

you a lottor which hao arrived today by 

c!1plomatic ~ail from New Zeolond . 

Prealden~ F. O. Roosevelt, 
tibit.,t House, 
tiAS!I~II, D.C. 

Ioure eincerelf~ 

Charco d' A!tairoo . 



Publ1ehod i n the Ott 1o1al Hi s tor y o! Now Zealand 
ln tho Second World War , 1939-45 . (The War Hlotory 
Br~noh , Depart~nt ot Int ernal Arra lre Now Zealand 1951) Vol. ll , p . 221. ' ' 
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~R illE II INIITEII'e O '"CE, 

WILLINGTON , 

1t .• 1,), 
u r Presi ient R~~ evelt , 

I "I b t 1 c!:r.~wlo Pe '11! t~ 111'· o> t r - r v r:• '·•nt e r n t 
lott r f J <tne 9 . In •·hio~ ;10. r&:tor t., tl1n deoic 1on of :'""1 1 n.n t ~h 

th~ '!nd Ne\'1 ~o l..1.~d Di vi• i on ahoJld r~l .in in the lJ ~it t• r .no .n Th ~r~ . 

U on o~ t ie r1v 1 o\.J...a :t the t».; reP1on. - "->1flo M~ Ew-~. eM -

and ~f t he lldv1oo nd o~inlunn of t 'looo oollo r nod , 1 o Itt~ It• • ~!r . c· <trohl ll 

n~ YO" reelf ~~ t he Co_bined C:,i ·fB f S· ~f:t , nd f tl1~ tror~inl' l •n-

r diff1o11lti • 11nder hloh "" .r~ n ' l b.n.ti .. - i n th r<-. r' ~ :1 r 

>Jf w r . 

H.vi"' dooide~ tho o~ tor , it l o m r in ent i on t oor.tin11e ~o 

lilt 'lin t he :·1d D1v1o1~n f r :tut•tre o, ~·· tione in th" '!!!11tor eu:t Tl u • re 

Lo:t.,. ...a 11r r ..;s ccea n th~ neede •f t~ ti t l .. !.en r...it . I ~~ 

ey' . ""c roe: e ur 

till such t ir:• a mr re . !n!n•· .npo r t l ttroea 1'11l' n t 1 r;J. t of 

C:u· ?~olfie nir ~o\ n •· I co:-1t en-e ill, o:t Mllrte , · -e "'lrrt 

>rior! t y, '1~ "o i ll oont!nu to d evot e ou r full ~ro,uotive eff~rt to­

rde t he a· • 6n .no!) of :;otu forces -utd <Jur o1m i n tho !lu~th P.c11'1o '•reP. 

I ... an 41111"hted t o l • r e•- • .,,. wore ~". 1!" t~ • r Urs . !louP ~ l t 

o ul' v1: 1t t 1111 .rt of •::e ,. rld .nd I c n && ure ;- 'I e 'o~n I t' " 

in t t r e,. rd nd 1ou t.! neeuro h r f .t onthttBi"Wtio n~ , . ., n-t rted 

we lcome. 

I re r et th t it will no t be ooi'> l " for !l • • N ah to r eturn t o 

:~~ !.. ~ton !Jet 're ar G~ r 1 ~1eot1on 1 '-e oe, 
I ·n~1o1 . te , in th lntt ·. r h If ,f Se_ tet.~ r , •~:d n t11r lly t :r. ll ch ' t 

:t'Utllre m....ven.n"'a 1 11 d. e~end u.lon 1 ~e outoo:r.tc . 

l:ind reroQ.r"• • 
l" c-"'< lin ">. i! o ev.,l t ~" • . , 
!', shent o f !;lis 11n1te4 St tee Yoa rR 1nocrely , 

"' 1 ·"·ft-
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

31 January 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDKNT 1 

With reference to your memorandum or 25 January rela­
tive to a letter !rom Mr. Nash which outlines the manpower 
situation in New Zealan~ 1 we reel that this is a matter tor 
study by the Combined CDlefs or Staff in order to arrive at 
a sound decision. The military implications of this subject 
1nvolvet 

(a) Shipping requirements. 

(b) The relative importance to the war e!!ort ot 
the New Zealand military and food production programs. 

(c) The effect of a reduction 1n )(editerran.ean 
forces on OVERLORD and ANVn.. 

(d) The concentration of the New Zealand effort 
closer to the homeland , 

(e) A possible precedent for other of the United 
Nations with forces overseas to press for the release 
or these forces at times which might prove inopportune. 

We also reel that the proposal that this be studied by 
the Combined Chiefs or Starr should come from the British 
rather than the United States. 

We therefore recommend that you inform Mr , Nash that 
you believe this matter requires study and recommendation 
by the Combined Chiefs or Starr and suggest that he so ad­
vise )(r , Churchill. 

DECLASSIFIED 
JCS lllttcr, 9·18·73 

l: 0"0 latter, 6·3·72 
D;v NUl. D '- DEC 4 1973 

For the Joint Chiefs or Starr: 

C0111111ander Navy, 

' 



/ 
THE JOINT C H IEFS-<>F STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

.. lliWIDW JI'CII '!'11! PUSID!II'fa 

(a) lb1pp181 lN4l'lfl'•·ente. 

(~) fte nl.tl- lllpOI'tuee te tiM .... ottort et 
tho Jfew Zeeland 11111tU'1 aDd food J)l'od1lot1CID Pl'Oil'&IU• 

(o) 'fJie ofteot of e HdaottaD 111 Jle41tel'l'ueaa 
f_...a C1D CJniiLORD aD4 AIIYIL. 

(d) !be ooaoantNt1cm of tho 1ft Zaalanc! affort 
oloael' to the h0111el and. 

(e) A poee! ble pl'&oedont for othel' of tbe Uaitod 
leUGDe wltll fOI'ooa Oft!' .... to ,...,, f• the :ral .... 
ot theM foro•• at tt• • 'llhloh alpt prO'N iDoppol'tlme. 

Wo eleo foal that tho ,rop.al tbat thie be etudlod ~ 
tlw CGIIblnocl Chtara of St att eboald • - tr011 the Bl'lt18b 
rather than the ~tad Stet••· 

Wo U.nton no-Dd that J'OII 1Jaf- Ill'. llaA \bat 
Mll ... t h11 uttu l'aqat:raa etl1117 and reo ntndett• 

the C011bln&4 Chtete &t Staff and ncrett that 1w eo ad­
" .... CIUil'ehill. 

r• tile loiDt Cb1af1 of ltatra 

WILLIAM Do L'UIIT, 
.6111alnl, v.a. 111197. 

l !..:CLASSIFIED 
• JC::l Iotter, 9·18-73 

& OSD 1,-tUr, 5·3·72 
By RUP, NLR, DateOI:.C 4 1973 

Clalot ot ltatr to tie c ..... 1a Clalot ot tiM Aftq 81111 .. ..,. • 

Cop7 to acco_,any original 



I 
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THE WHITE HOUS!: 
WA SHINGTON 

':olcnel ~:c. 'nr•lond 

H ls dos~rod t~•t tto attached 

MOmorandU.":\ fl"O"n th, i'Tositlont , de.tod Jsmw:u~y ::!fi 1 

!~eu Zoalnnd Ar:l/ :nv.:.sicnOJ , be consldorod b:J t.ho 

,,.C'I1'lt ;r '~t.fG ot Utf\ff oo suon ea poa"'lble and o 

ro· ly 

7h~t return or all popet•s , wl tl' tho 

ro~ly to t~P- Prosldent , is dea1rcd . 

DECLASSIFIED 
JCS lc!l<IT, 9·18 , a 

& OSD Itt""', 5·3· 7~ 
By I .liP, NLR. D•lo DEC ·1 1973 



l 
' 

--
Pub lished in the Oftlolel Hl•tory ot New Zeeland in the Seoor:d 'iorld War , 19}9-a;. -(~ory Trancb, Dcpartmii'it'oT"'nternnl Attelre, New Zeeland, 1951) Vol. ll, P. 3}6. 
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Pobruory 1 , 19~4 

Uy dear ur . Naah1 

I havo roooivod trom tho American Joint 
Ch1ora or s tarr comment on your 1ottor or January 
24th rocar<I1nc tho omp1oYIIIont or trow Zoaland manpowor 
to t ho beat advantage in our oo~n war orrort . 

Tho Chiofo or starr advbo m that the 
military 1mpl 1oationo i nvolvod aro a u fo llowa: 

( a ) Shipp ina roquirooente . 

(b) The relativo 1aportanoo to tho war 
orrort or tho !low zoa1and m.111tary 
and tood pr oduc tion procrame. 

(c) Tho orroot or a reduction in the 
Uodltorranoan rorooa on oporntiona 
plannod t or tho ncar futuro . 

(d) Tho oonoontrot1on or tho !Tow Zealand 
e f f ort olooor t o tho homeland. 

(o) Tho pooa1blo precedent fo r others or 
tho \1n1tod tlat 1ona with rorooe ovor­
aoaa to proal r or t ho roloaso or thoao 
rorooa a t time a that m.icht provo in­
opportune. 

Tho Al:lorioan Chi ota or Statt , bol1ovina thie 
aaatter ot concern t o both Oroat Brita in and t ho United 
Statoa, rooo:mond that it bo oona1dorod b7 tho Combined 
Chiots ot s tarr , a nd that t ho queetion ehould be re­
ferred t o tbo Coobincd Starr by t he !lrltloh Oovorn:~ent . 

I thorororo •uca oat t hat you conoidor r eferri ng 
tho ontiro aattor t o tho Prl.oo U1n1a tor or Groat Brih in. 

Ria Excellency, 
lb' . \'!'alter Uaeh 

Raw Ze aland Location 
wa ahington, o. c . 

Uoot einoorely, 

Proo1dont 



,<1 • ··' 

My de~ President, 

I~ 
NEw Z EALANO L COATIOH 

W A a H IN OTO N , 0 . C . 

February b, l9U. 

This lett er will serve to a ckn01'1ledge the 

one which you wrote to me on the lst instant convoying 

tho co,...,nts of the American Joint Oliofs of St aff on the 

contents of ~ letter to you of January 24th laot . 

I GlD hoping to proc•ed to London tOll>Orrow, 

Saturday, and will then discuss tho subject with tho Frin:o 

W.nister of Cr oat Britain , 

I n:uch appreciate your courtesy. 

l'iith ~ery good wish, 

I am, 

President Praoklin D. Roooevelt , 
The \lhit. e House, 
WASHD«:TON , D. C, 

Yours sincerely, 



THE WHITil HOUSI 

WASHINGTON 

.. . Oau ulltr ..... FOR 

Plo ... se t~'<e U'l 
St•rr tr.e follo•ing 
u::e h- ve an i~or~l 

J1mu r)' 2~ , 194~ . 

ith the Joint 
ua:tion ..n.. let 

report . 

!he lie ZeW.iJY- .tinister 1 o.r . 
:: sh, c m• to ~ th other d, y n4 
s i~ th t it is icpossibla for :1 
••len. to na1ntn1n to full Divisions , 

one in Ital)' anc the ot her in the 
folocons . I euther it is a ,uesti on 
or r cpl~cc .... ents . 

• ~ f irst t ho"Gbt is thot tho 
re ,uost for t he eli min••tion of ono 
L.ivision sJ,oulc bo .... ccu .... ed to, '- nd 
•'W secoru: t hotl,'lht is th. t it "noulu 
be the Division in I t:.l)' becbUBe 
the mainten.nce of tb~ t Divisi on 
rrou ~ b~se in Nc~ Ze~l~~ co.n~ a 
tro~~ndous hmount of tr~us,ort~tton 
in both c irections . It miQht be 
posoible t o ~eep the Ithli~ ~ivis!on 
1n Itf.li· certdnly until t:o""' 1£ in 
our h nds -- s~ A?ril fir s t -- but 
t~is is u ~tter hich concerns tho 
Combined St~rrs . 



THE WHITIE HOUaa 

WAaHIHOTON 

-2-

I shoulc lil<e to h< ve .. slr.nt on 
it t •ich I shall cowmunic te t o ~ . 
Churchi.l. 

inere ure L n~er Of Other 
uea ti?nc l.ieh t; •• Joint st .. rr or 

the Co.:ib1ne. St ffo lJer; coul<i let 
1JG lh ve " t how.:;ht on . 

.. 
letter 

F . ~ · R • 

?1'"' St r tW"n Jr . !Ic:.sh •s 
it., your r&,ly . 



/ 
Publ1ohed 1n the Off1a1al K1eto~ or New Zealand 1n th~ Seoond World War , 1939-4. -r~ory Branch, Departcent ot InterrAl Affaire , New Zealand , 1951) Vol. ll, PP. JJl- 334. 
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'SfBREJ January 241 1944. 

11,y dear lolr. Prell! dent 1 

J.la:y I first thank :you for :your courtesy in 
arr&.ng1118 at such short notice to discuss the problem stated by me to you in connection with manpower in New Zealand. 

ll,y dela.y in making the cue in writin& has been due to ~ desire to obtain Wr. f~aser•e latest views on the situetion, He has naif advised me that JJr. Churchill would be glad to see me in London as soon as possible. 

The position in New Zealand requires some clari­fication in order t o det ermine the most e!1ective method by which we can use our manpower to help the war effort . 

Our position at the time of the moet recent full analysis was as follows:-

Total number of males between the ages of 
14 - 64 600,000 

or this total those ell8aged either lull time 
with war and defence forces - in namition and 
war equipment manufacture - essential work or 
minor less essential work numbered 560,000 

Total n\lllber of aalea b<otwMn Service ages 
(18 - 40) JJO, OOO 

or this total, at middle of last :year those 
serving full time in Ar~~q, NaYy or Air services 
(exclusiTe of ea.sualtiea) numbered 149,000 

or this 1491000, the forces oversea• totalled ?Q,OOO 

The large proportion engaged in tull- tiJM war 
services is cau.aing a reduction in our production ot prilalr;y products . 



-
'• 

Page 2. SECREt 
When I lett N"" Zealand tor in.tance in December last it waa 
not possible to obtain tull production in our meat freezing 
works ( corruponding to your .It eat Packing houses) owing to 
shortage ot manpower. OUr butter, cheese and meat production from t be farms is aleo declining owing to ohortage of manpower 
(and of fertiliser, which ia in very short supply) . 

We are anxious to uae our 1\111 reaourcea to finish the war at the earliest possible date a.nd also to meet all our commitments overseas, but we have to determine now where 
our II'Anpower can beat be used. 

Where i s the need greatest? 

(a) Is it in providing airmen for furope, India and the Pacific, 

(b) Is it to meet Naval requ.ireJ:~ents in tbe Pacific and other 
areas , 

(c) Or in maintaining a Division in the llediterranean Zone, 

(d ) Or in maintaining two brigades in the South Pacific Area. 

On present evidence we have decided to 
endeavour to maintain our air strength, which on October 31st 
last totalled /1)1 5L7 a:en - and to provide for expansion alread;r planned; this means that t he airmen required will absorb most of 
the young men reaching service age (18 years for service in N"" Zealand, 21 years for service overoeaa) . 

It · is proposed to maintain the Navy at ita present strength - 8, 356. 

The Ar=y strength at October )lat wae: 

In N"" Zealand 

In t he South Pacific War Zone 

In Europe 

llinor addi tiona 

This gave a total ot 

31, /1)2 

21, 903 

33, 505 

206 

87,016. 

It the Air Force is to be 1\lllY provided 
for and the Navy strength maintained there are no resources from 
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which we can send reinforcements to either the European or Pacific 

Armies . 

When the question a s to t he place where 

New Zealand's manpower could beat be used waa raised early lut 

year, the advice given b;y 70\lt'Selt and loll' . Churchill was to keep 

the land forces iii the field in both the European a.nd Pacific Areas 

- even though it waa not possible to a end men to replace casualties 1 

etc. It is thought that on present evidence it would be unwiee to 

pursue this policy to its ll.adt . 

It h not possible with our exiating resources 

of men and women t o maintain the strength of our present forces. 

The problem therefore resolves itself into 

requiring the answer to the question: How can New Zealand best serve? 

(a) By maintaining and expanding ite Air 1orces? 

(b ) By maintaining its present Naval strength? 

(c) By Olllintaining ita Division in &a-ope? 

(d) By maintaining ita Forces in the Pacific Zone? 

(e ) By maintaining and if possible expanding ita production 

of food su pplies, particularly butter, cheese and meat? 

Pros~ that it is decided that the wisest 

course would be to maintain a force in one Zone only - Enropean or 

Pacific - in which place could New Zealo.nd beat serve the war effort? 

A further question which imMediately arises is -

It &111 changes of the present progr&llme are to be made when 

would be the beat tiale fer them to take place. 

If you so desired I could set out the reason" 

tor and against utilising our forces in the Pacific or Duropean Zone, , 

but t he7 aro ao lli.l-kncwn t o 7ou that I have preewaed it not necessary 

to do so. Thi" of course would include the timing or changee and 

the other !actors aoeociated wi th the fluid nature of the war in Enrope 

and the Pacific. 

The New Zealand Government would be helped 

b)' )'OUT advice ns to what you consider is the beat course to follow 

under present circumatancca . 
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lly present pl.a.os are being ma.de on the 
a .. lllllption that (weather permitting) I will l eave for London to 
obtain l!r . Churchill ' • advico not l.4tor than the end of next week. 
If I could obtain your opinion and advice priar to ey l .. ving i t 
wou.ld help me to prepare rq report from London to LU-. Fraser for 
submission to the New Zeal.o.nd \'lru- Cabinet , with whom tho final 
docision will ro•t , 

Again thanking you for your hel p and advice, 
and wi th every good wish 

I am, 

Pre$1dent Franklin D. Roo•evelt, 
The White House, 
WASHING'roN , D. C. 

Yours sincerely, 



r -p 

THC WHITt HOUSE: 

WA S HINGTON 

l!a rch 24, 1944 • 

MJC.:OP ANDI.JU FOR TAl'! PPlSIDEltr: 

I aoked Sum=orl\n to present a momo­
randua giving all the expected visits and 
the status at present . I t hought this 
would be or interest t o you. 

Regarding t he vis\t or the Prime 
Wtnis ter or New Zealand, s~y• e me oran­
dua wcs eant prior to my ~ell1ns hig that 
the President would probably be away froM 
WaBhlngton at that time . S~y wtll a r range 
t or suitabl e aoconcoda t iona tor the Prime 
M1n1ater and hie party and Ur. Rull wi ll 
receive him . I expl ained tha t Whether 
th e President sees llr . Fras er wtll depend 
upon c l roumatanoes at the time. 

l . lS . W, 



/ 
DKPJJI'I'IaN'l' Ol' STAT! 

fASI!INO'l'Oll 

Worch 2L , 19LL. 

MP:&.!OPAIIDUM l"'R C!'!NF.RAL ATSON 

The l atest information avai l able on pending vleite 
or distingui shed rorelrne~s ie a~ follows : 

CA'IADA - R1s boellenoy 'l'be Governor Gene-al ot' Canada 
and Her !'oval Htrhne~s The Princess Alice 

The Governor General a nd HRH ~e Princess Allee a re 
ex~eoted t o arrive in W•ehlngton by plane on Monday , 
"Pril 17 at 12 : JO P. M. It 1s understood th 'tt they wUl 
otay at the t~ite House en~ l eove Wash\QAton on Thursday , 
April 20 a t 11 A.M. by a tr ror No• York . ( ~ee Ray Atherton ' s 
letter a t tached ) . 

The party 'Nill comprise t he Gov•rnor Gene,.al and r.nH 
The Princess Allee; Miss Vera Grenfell , Lady-in-Wai ttnr ; 
Sir Shuldham Redfern , Secretory to the Governor Oene~nl ; 
one Aide-de-Camp; a maid a nd a velet . 

AUSTPALI A - The Ri~ht Honorable lobn Curtin 
Prlme Wintater or Austral i a 

The Departcent han been not i f ied of no chanve tn the 
Prtme Wlniater ' o schedule to arrive 1n Washington on 
Wednesday, April 19, although the Australian ~e~atlon states 
th~t there may be saoe delay, owing to t he PK' s r~luctance 
to fly the Pacific . Accordi ng to tho Legation, if ~e o~es 
bv boRt, he could not arrive 1n Washington before April 25. 
The Lor,ation has cabled a~ain today t o Canberra t'or the 
PM • 11 pl ans . 

lll!W 7.VU.AND - The Right Honorable Peter Fraser 
Prime N1nioter or ''e'N Zenland 

The New Zealand Ler;at ion a t Washington ha' infomed ttle 
De~srtment that the Pr ime Minister, acconpanied by Mr11 . 

J'raaer 
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Fraser, Mr. Mcintosh, Secretary tor External Affairs , and four othe,.s , erpects t o arrive in \feeh i n5ton "about the m1<1<1le or t he month (or April)" en rout e t o London tor the openlns or t he Conteronce or Prime Win1eters or t he British Commonwealth on May 1 . 
COSTA RICA - His Excel lency Tedorc Picado President-el ect of Costa Pica 

President-elect Pic tdo has been told th~t 1r he wishes t o visi t t he Uni ted St otos, be sbould not arrive until af ter tho visit or the Prime Minister or Australia . This wee dono pursuant to your 1netruot1on. 

Enclosure : 
From Ray Atherton, 
!.larch 20, 1944 

8/ C.T . SlDC'EPLIII 

Ceorge T. Sumcerlln Chief or Protocol 
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EM!lA.SSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AI!EPICA 

Ottawa , March 20 , 1944 

£9U777 
My dear J ack: 

I had a talk with the Secretary to the Governor 
General, Sir Shuldhnm lllldf<>rn , on Saturday, ••bo advised 
me thnt , subsequent to an tnvitatt on fro!'ll the President , 
Hie Excellency The Governor Gen.,ral end H9r !loyal tl ip:hness 
The Princess Alice will v1sit l'loehtnp,ton (The White !:louse) . 

The party will consi s t of the Governor General and 
the Princess Al i ce , Mi~s Vera Grenfell , Lady-in-Weitin~ . 
Sir Shuldham Pedfern, Secre t a ry to the Gove~nor GenP.~al , 
one Aide-de-Camp, a Dllli<l and a v •1l et . The dates and 
itinerary are as follo·,.,s : 

Monday , April 17 

9 : 00 a . m. Depart Ot t awa (Rookcliff e) by air 
1 2: )0 p .m. Arrive ~nahineton . 

Thursday, April 20 

11 100 a . m. 
12 : 00 noon 

J : )O p . m. 
5: 45 p. m. 

Depart ~aehington ( by air) 
Arrive New York (La Gua ,.dia Field) 
Depart New York (by air) 
Arrive Ot t awa (Rockcliffe) 

Si r Shuldham Redfern informed me this is the first 
visit tha t t heir Excellencies had ever made to Wash ington 
and that, bei ng very fond of s i Rbtseaing , t hey would first 
of ell welcome an occasion to visit The Na t ·ona l Callery and 
also , if possi ble , Mount Vernon and sooe of the sights about 
Washington. Fur thermore, al ~hough t hey a r e eotjrely at the 
disposal or the Pres i dent as to their plans , t he y would be 
agreeable , if the opportunity permit ted , to accept an lnvtta­
tion from the Canadian Ambas sador at the Conudian Embassy and 

John D. Hickerson , Esqui r e, 
Chief , Division of British Commonwealth Aff'sirs , 

Off i ce of European Affai rs , 
Wash i ngton, D. c., 

u.s.A. 
DECIJISSJ.FieD 

St..t.e Dept. Le;tt.~_T, 1·11·12 

a, J. -- o. .. f£8 l 0 1972 

f'rom 
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froc the Briti sh Ambassador at the Bri t i eh Embassy . 
We wil l adviGe you short ly ~rior t o t helr arrival as to any pending ~r.attera of 1nte··ea t as uaaf ul background t o any oonvorsationa. 

Your1 atnoerely , 

'~AY ATHI'FTON 



.. 

l'roa 'l'lt1' lll'l'~ HOOSI!: 
ASRWC'l'Oll 

llaroll 22 , 1'144. 

!.IRS , ROOSEI'l'l.'l' 

I do hope you can arran~• to be be·e hen Lord Athlone 

and Prtnceae Allee are ho~e. They 'et here the se•eat~entb 

and stay until the nineteenth . It lo not neceoaa ry t o be 

her e wi th Curt1n tho~ be m&y be here et the sa=e t1ce. 

Jl'. 0. R. 



• 

' """' THZ ~HIT!t HOUSJ! TIASIIINGTON 

Unr oh 17, 1941.. 

loll':l. !!OOST.Vlll.T 

Lord At hlone, Governor General or Canada , ~nd ht s 
w1 re wa11t to ata:r w1 th us a t the ~"bt t'l Bouse A~ru 17th to 
19 t h . Prtce Uln1ate~ Curtln le expected to ar-1Ye about 
Apr ll 18th or l Oth. I booe much th~ t you can be in Wash l GPton 
at that time. Wlll you let ~• ~now? LOYe 

F . O. P . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Uarch 17, 191.1.. 

loCP: 'OQAJIDUY FOR THE PRESIDENT ! 

Ambase~dor UcCorthy i nrorrred ne th•1e the Gover nor Cenarnl nnd his wire , the Prlnceeo Alice , wont to nvetl them­selves or the P~esident ' a ~e~e~ted lnv\­tat\on to vlsie him . They s~restnd t hey ~tvht arrhe A'lrll 17th aM s tay until Aori l 19th . Uay I ooll the ?resi­dent ' o " t t ention to the tuct th •• t Prime Utnl ster Curti n, of Australia, is er?eoted to arrive about Anr1l 18th or 19th . 
Ar.lbeasedor UcCerthy says he wU l t h ta afternoon submi t the f ormal notlflcntton end r equeat through the Dlvlelon or Protocol or t he St te Depertcent . They should arrive toT"orrow. 

z. :.: . v~ . 



.., All DEP A 'R'l" 'EtlT 
OYriCE OF THP. CHI RF OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

lo!aroh 21 , 194/ •• 

ICP.' ~OPA!IDIJll FOR CRNE'IAL WATSON: 

We have j l13 t raoai vod the rollo··ti " " mas3a~<e fl"OIII llrs . Poosavelt at Quarry Hel~hte , Canal ~one , for del 1v•rv to the President: 

"Can be home 18t h and 19th . Am tryinp to 
canool ensa•·ament ror 17th but 1t may not he ryoss i ble . 
Hope your oold is not ae ... t ous . All •vall. Much love , 
s i gned 1'. ~ . " 

B. W. DAVENPORT, 
'e Jor, C. s. c. , 

Aaat. Seorat • rv , Ge~eral Ste rr . 

3£6R!'l' 

f'ra.r;-l!'\ "'. t' ('18 t"VClt t.t.orUt'f 

B:GLAS'SIFIEO 
1100 OIH. 6~oo.9 ( 9/27,~8> 

~ 7-n- laf. 

sip>atur•4 ({zu / -<{lur~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 29 , 1£44 

~:E!-iORArDtR-1 FOR GRACE : 

Reminder to ask~e President 

if Mr s . Roosevelt should give a s i gned 

photop:ranh i n frame to l-!re; . Fraser . 

d jb 
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