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This tel~gram must bE 
ol~sEly paraphrased bE­
f r, r c bEing c~mmunicatEd 
t o any~nE. (A) 

S~orE tary cf Sta tE , 

Washington. 

TRIPLE PRIORITY 

211 , D~ocmbEr a, ne~n . 

.II sun cion 

Dat~d DECEmber a, 1941 

DtpPrtmE~t;s ciroulsr t£lrgr em DtcEmb~r 71 10 p. m. 

Tr.day 1B ::~a in rrligii'UB hell day cf Paraguay . 

F~rE 1gn l·!inistEr, PrEsi den t and all lEadErs diap~rsrd 

at inacc~ ssiblr pointe withcut t~ lEphon£ f e r l ong 

WEE kEnd• ~eunc1on 1& Empty . I havE transmi ttEd messagE 

t o ForE i gn Minister tnfl'rrnally by army truck through 

UndEr S~crrtary of For e i gn .llffairs . WhilE rtrgana 

did n~t plan tc: r Eturn unti l c tt<rn<'o ll r• t l O' h be 

will now pr plably arriVE t omorrow. GEnErAl rEaction 

a t .II&UilCion is EXCEllEnt. 

FROST 

JRL 
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Aeuno1on, May 22, 

Hi& Excellency the Preeident of t be United States 

of North America, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 

Washington , D. C, 

~11th the keenest satisfaction I t hank Your Excellency 

i n the name of the Government and t he people of Paraguay 

for t he cordial meeeage that you sent me on the anniver­

sary of the i ndependence of my country, I t is equally 

pleasing t o me to thank Your Excellency tor your good 

wiehee for my prosperity and >teltare, In my forthcoming 

visit to your great country I shall have the honor and 

the pleasure to express to Your Excellency how cordial 

and sincere are the sentiments of fri endah1p which my 

people feel t oward your people. In exprese1ng my great 

hopee tor the triumph of t he cauee of liberty and 

Justice tor which Your Excellency is the most determined 

exponent it is en honor to me to renew to you the assur­

ances of my high esteem and unwavering friendshi p , 

(Signed) 
HIGINIO MORINIGO 

President or the Re~ublic or Para.guay 

-
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VASHNDC 

CON LA MAS VIVA SATISFACCION AGRADEZCO A VUESTRA EXCELENCIA, 

EN HOMBRE DEL COBIERIIO T PUEBLOS PARAGUATOS, LA CORDIAL 

rELICITACION QUE Ill; EWIAIA, CON MOTIVO DEL ANIVERSARIO DE LA 

INDEPENDENCIA DE Nl PAIS. 

IC:UAUO:m PLACEME AC:RADECER A VUESTRA EXCELENCIA SUS . 

AUCUIIOS DE IIEIIESTAR T PROSPI:RIDAD, EN Nl PROXIMA VISITA 

A SU GRAN PAIS TENDU EL HONOR T EL PLACER DE IXPRESAI A 
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VUESTRA EXCELENCIA COMO SON DE CORDIALES Y SINCEROS LOS 

SENTIMIENTOS DE AMISTAD QUE MI PUEBLO SIENTE HACIA EL VUESTRO. 

AL FORMULAR MIS MEJORES VOTOS POR EL TRIUNFO DE LA CAUSA 

DE LA LIBERTAD Y DE LA JUSTICIA DE LA QUE VUESTRA EXCELENCIA 

ES SU MAS ESFORZADO PALADIN, HONROME EN RENOVARLE LA 

SEGURIDAD DE MI HONDO APRECIO Y AMISTAD INVARIABLES 

HIGINIO MORINIGO M PRESIDENTE DE LA REPUBLICA DEL PARAGUAY 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTOH 

June 8. 1943 
Mr dear Mr. President: 

Ae of poeeible i ntereet in connect ion with the forth­
comi ng Yisit of President Morinigo, I take plea sure in 
tranecitting a memor andum prepared in the Department in­
cluding bi ographical sketohee of Preeident Morin igo and 
t he members of hie part y , background material on Paragua;r 
and t he eubJeote which t he President mar wieh to diseuse 
with rou. 

Enclosure: 

Memorandum, Visit of President 
Morin1go of Paraguay to t he 
Un1 t ed States . 

The Preeident, 

BJUJ~~ The White Houee. 
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KEKORANOUK 

VISIT OF PRESIDEliT MORINIOO OF PARAGUAY TO THE UNITED STATES, 

IN DEX 

Biogr aphical Sketch of President Morin1go 

Biographical Sketohee or Kee~ber1 of 
Pre•ident Morin1go 1 a Party 

United State1-Paraguayan Relations 

Topic• v!Uoh President Korinigo 

• • • 0 • 

Ka;y Be Expected to D1ecuu • • . • 0 • • 0 • • • 

Pase 1 

Page 2 

Pase 4 

Pase 5 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SO:TOH OF PRESIII:NT MORINIGO, 

Higini o Xori.nigo vaa born near Aauncion, Para.gu8J', on 
January 11, 1897. He received hie education at the 
National College and the Military Academy in Asuncion, and 
einoe graduation haa t clloved a atriotly mlli tary career. 

During th.e Ohaoo War (1932-1930) he coJDJDanded three 
regiment& 1n the battle ot Zenteno. In June 1940J. he 
waa made Brigadier General and Min1eter ot War. upon the 
death i n an airplane accident ot Preaident Eetigarribia 
in 1940 , the Council ot Min1Btera ohoee General Xorinigo 
aa Preeident t o t1niah the unexpired term or Eetigarribia. 
In February 1943, Preaident Mor1nigo vas elect ed to an 
additional t1ve year te rm oommenoing Auguat 16 , 1943. 
Pre1ident Xorinigo vaa made a MaJor General in May ot th1a 
year. 

Prelldent Mor1nigo depends alco1t entirely upon the 
Army t o r hie Npport, although he haa several oi vil1ana in 
hie Oabinet. He hu weathered aeveral re.alutionary 1toraa 
and 'by hie viae choice ot 1uborcUnatll, has actually ac­
complished 10111 neoeaaary aooial retorma, 

Preeldent Xor1n1go 1B married and hae three oh1ldren. 
In ~ 1940, hie v1te and young eon Higini o la1lio came 
to the United Statea ae gueat1 ot the President in order 
that the eon vho va1 BUttering troll the etteota ot 1n­
tant1le paralyaia mi ght obtain epecialhed treatment at 
the W&l'll Springe Foundation. They l t8J'ed i n the United 
Statea t or about two months. 

Pre1ident Mori nigo made an o t t1oial visi t to Rio de 
Janeiro i n May or thia year. 

Preaident Xorin1go hal a pleaaing pereonali t y . He 
11 part1oularl7 t ond ot horaebaolt riding, niala1ng and 
dancing. During recent 110ntha he hal been euttering troa 

a ki dney 
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a kidney ailment and is now under the care ot his physician, 
Dr. Rodriguez, who 11 accompanying him. He does not emoke 
nor drink any more than formality demands. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKK'l\)}jJSS OJ' Mm.IBXRB Ol!' PRESIDENT 
~ORINIGO ' 8 PARTY. 

Dr. Luie .A.. Arfa!la• Minister of J'orelan Affairs. Born 
NoTIIIIIDer w,-11!'97,n l8unci6n. Dr • .A.rgda is an outstand­
ing lawyer in Paraguay and a member or a relatively small 
political group of intellectuals known as "T1~1stas•. 

Dr. Argala oommenoed hi e public career as Minieter ot 
Juatice and Education under tbs Paiva Government in the 
late 1930'• and aleo eerved t or a time aa l!'oreign Minister 
under t he same Ac2mfn1stration. Subsequently, he was Dean 
ot the J'aoulty or Xoonamioa i n the University of Aaunci6n. 
He baa aleo headed Paraguayan delegation• to recent inter­
national conferences at Monte'l'ideo and Rio de Janeiro, 
He was appointed to his present post on No'l'ember 29, 1940 . 
He ie de'l'outly religious and baa been outspoken in his 
criticism ot barbarities practiced by the Axis nations, 
He bas staunchly advocated Paraguayan cooperation with t he 
United Nations. 

After his first wife's death he married her slater 
an• has eight children, He is a polished after-dinner 
speaker, but prefers to speak at small gatheringa because 
ot his light voice. 

Dr. Argala owns a large ranch i n Paraguay wllere be 
raises blooded catt l e. 

Rosello X.~noaa, Min.iater ot l!'inance , Appointed 
October 1940 .rn i n Aaunci6n June 2, 1903 . Dr, Espinosa 
is of almost pure Spanish atock and bas been educated in 
Paraguay, J'ranoe and Great Britain haTing specialized in 
eoonomloa and finance. In 1933 , be was a Paraguayan dele­
gate at the London Boonomio Conference and waa aubaequently 
Paraguayan Cbarg& d ' Attairea there tor about six years, 
Ha has an excellent reputation and ia •er:r popular in 
Paraguay, Ha ia a moat aot1Te supporter or the .A.llied cause, 
Dr. :lapi.Aoea 1a urried to an :Inglish woman wllo ha4 d1Torced 
her tirat husband, He has one oh1ld by bia wife and baa 
ouatody or her ob.ild by the former marriage. He speaks 
per fect lngliab, l!'renob and Spanish; is fond or tennis, 
bridge, 8Wimming and golf and i s an aooompliabed horseman. 
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Liouten»nt Cglonol VigtqriAAQ Benitez ~. Graduate 
ot Hili t arychool in eunoion. He is the brother-in-law 
ot the Paraguayan Ambas sador in Brazil, Juan B. Ayala. He 
was recently elevated !rom the rank ot Maj or to his present 
gr ade ot Lieutenant Colonel. He is tho head ot the Cavalry 
Di vision stat ioned in Asuncion and this Divisi on hae been 
the recipient ot a considerable part ot lend-lease supplies 
recently sent to Paraguay. During recent months Colonel 
Benitez Vera has been much more tr1:ondly t oward the United 
States than previously. He is oonsidered quite a taotor 
1n the political situation and oanable ot exerting some 
toroo in certain branches or the Army. 

Lieutenant Qplonel Hanuel BodriguQ~ Colonel Rodrigue; 
is the personal ppyeioian or President rinigo and was 
trained in the highly renuted ·School ot Diet etics i n Buenos 
Aires. Since President korinigo is suffering !rom kidney 
trouble, Colonel Rodriguez aooompanies h i m at all times 
and prescribes his diet. 

Malor Eugenio Reichert, Aide-de-Camp to the President. 
MaJor Reichert is a young otti cer in t he Paraguayan Army 
who has been acting as Aide-de-Camp to President Mor1ni go 
tor t he past year. 

Lieutfnont Qo~der Pqdro Moyer, He is the head or 
the Naval reenal ~sunc1on. He was included i n the 
presidential party at the last minute. Sinoo the outbreak 
ot the present war he is believed t o have hold pro- German 
sentiments. I t is believed that his inclusion on this 
trip may bring about an alteration in his views. 

~ Hipol!!o Esgob&r. Born in Asuncion, April 23, 
1916;-xeaist antitor ot newspaper ~ Tio~o and Edit or 
ot literary review Rijmboa, Graduated !rom ational 
University ot Asuncion in 1935 and was made Chis! ot 
I nternational Section ot National Poet Ottioe. Early in 
194:5, Dr. Escobar was made Under Secret ary ot Foreign 
Attairs, having previ ously served aa privata secretary 
to Foreign Minister Argal\a. He has been very cooperative 
with American ottioials i n Paraguay and ie sincerely pro­
Allied. I n April or t hie year, he oame to the United 
States with t hree other Paraguayan Journaliste as gueste 
ot thie Govo~~ent. He has Jus t completed a trip t hrough 
tho United States and Canada and will Join President 
Morinigo ' s party in Washington. Hie knowledge ot English 
1e meager. 

UNITED 
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President Korinigo 1 a Adainiatration haa adopted an 

international polior ot inor eaaed collaboration with the 
United States, Bra&il and other United Nations during the 
paat rear in epi te ot the tact tha t the eoonomr ot Paraguar 
has alvara been almoat oomplatelr domina ted br Argentina. 

'l'he Gonrnment ot Paraguay vaa among the tirat ot 
the American republioe t o break diplomatic relation• with 
the Axil; it ha• al10 broken ott relation• w1 th the Vioh7 
J'rena.h and hae proaulgated nwaerou• deoreee deeigned to 
1uppre11 1ubver1in aoti~itiBI on the part ot Axle t1n111 
and indi~idual1. 

'l'he Paraguayan Oo~ernment hal al10 aeei1ted Amerioan 
ottioiall in detecting clande1t1ne radio atatione and hal 
plaoed i n terventor1 in the German and Italian organiut1onl 
i n Paraguay. 'l'he1e oooperati n Ma1ure1 have all been 
taken in apite ot t he alleged pro-Na&i 1ympathi e1 ot several 
high ranking Paraguayan arm.r ott1oera. 

When Amerioan t oroes entered North Atrioa, Paraguar 
nnt prompt publio oongratulatione. 

1. imgrt-I,prt hDit Qr~t ~ &., 000,000. In 
Julr ot 1942, the xpor~port ank extended a ored1 t ot 
~.ooo,ooo to Paraguar ot tlhia.h l2,ooo,ooo ie to be used 
on a road construction pro jec t which ie nov being under­
taken b7 the 11ru. ted States engi nee r i ng til'lll ot R. w. Hebard 
and Oompan7. No deoiaion hal ret been made conoerning the 
t7Pe ot projects to be undertaken with the h,ooo,ooo credit 
still outstanding. R. W. Hebard and Oomp&n7 hae been 1n 
Paraguay •inoe 19:59 and l)ae Juet t1n11hed the oonetruot1on 
ot a h1ghv&7 from .t.unoion to Villa Rica u11ng t unde total­
ing ~.000,000 troa a f ormer Export-Import Banll: credit 
utall.ilhed ln 19~9. 

2. Ooor41~tpr'fmHt11th if'gry. In 1942, t4e 
Coordinator ot nter- erioan taire contributed f.I.,OOO, OOO 
t or a health and eanitation prog ram, dellgntd to pr ovide 
t or malarial oontrol, and utabl11h.ment ot hoapi tal ol1n1oe 
and health education~ in cooperation with the Paraguaran 
Health Department. ·mie program 11 under the direction 
o t "Dr. Richard Plunkett. 

:5. Merlg•p 
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:5. AmoJ1qap ,lirnq:r:L Deulqllfent. Under the Airport 
Developaent rogram Pan er1oanirvayt hat airport oon­
ttruotion progr,., at Aeunoi&n and Oonoepoion. 

•· triqult~ H1u1on 1Q. hrMUAT· !he Ooordinator 
of Inter- erioan ~a1re advanced the twa of 1260 ,000 
for the utabl1thllent of an agenoy in Paraguay to develop 
agriou1tural and derivative 1nduttriet. !hie agenoy it 
already operating. 

tl. Hnttary a Teqhp1q~ At•11tanoe 12 Pat.'f.YAJ• 
!he len~leaee agreement with araguay oallf for~livery 
of tn,ooo,ooo worth of equipaent. AJ.moet n,ooo,ooo of 
equipment hae already been delivered, the principal item• 
inoluc11ng over 100 truo1t1 and n1net11n advanced training 
pl&OII. 

'fOPIOS WHICH PRESIDENT HORINIOO MAY BJ: EXPEO'l'ED 
TO DI8CU88. 

!here are no problem• pending between the Uni ted 8tatee 
and Paraguay and wbile President Horinigo 1e vieit lhould 
be ooneidered primarily ae one of good will, t here are a 
nwaber of quutione in whioh he 11 interested and which he 
&ay wilh to diiOUII a1 follOVII 

''MPQlal H1uiqn. The Paraguayan Government hal re­
quested that a a1teion be eent to Paraguay oompoeed of 
expert! from the Federal Reaern System, lal'ID Ored1 t Adlllini­
etration, Office of Prioe Adainittration and the federal 
Home Loan Bank Byetem. !hue expert• are del1red f or the 
purpo11 of reorganizing the agricultural Bank, furnilhing 
detail• ooncerning t he extention of agricultural credit•, 
organizing a 1y1tem of eavingl depoli tl, &dviling on long 
term mortgage• and finally, to 11tablilh a 1y1t1a of price 
oontroll. Tht11 agencitl have 1aoh agreed to •end on1 of 
their expert!, but dtta1ll regarding pay~~eot of oo1tl re1111in 
to be uttled. 

H11ltary K1eelqne. The Par&guaJan Pre1ident aay be 
expected to reque1t a United 8tate1 military mi11icn to re­
place a J'renoh lliuion whioh hal been in Paraguay f or a 
OUIIIber of year1. The Var Department il willing, •• 1000 
aa the pre11nt french Xiuion nov i n Paraguay leave for 
North Atrioa, to Hnd euch a miuion. The Paraguayan• are 

alao 
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aleo interested in obtaining a United Btatee Aviation Mission. There are very tev Paraguayan ottioera vbo know how to tl7 the planes thay haTe reoeiTed and a small United States ATiation aiaaion would be or great aaa1etanoe to the GoTernmeot or Paragu&T. 

B1ttr ~ hg1Ht1u. The Parquayan Gonrnment has ooneistently bean interested in arranging t or the oonetrue>­tion or r~Ter port raoil1tiea auoh ae dooka and varehouaea. 'l'here 11 11 ,000,000 ot the Erport-Iaport Bank oredi t 'IIIlich hae to date DC~ been llll.ooated and the Parquayans •87 re­quest that a portion or thie amount be ueed tor r iver port taoil1tiu. 

Roa4e. The Parquayana oon81der that a road troa Villa R1oa to the Bra~ilian trontier near the Igua~u Falla would be a nry i.laportant contributi on to the ioduetrial developMent ot Parque.y. Since Hebard and Company are nov engaged on a $2,000,000 road construction proJect in • Parague.y, it would appear that consideration or thle new proposed h1ghvq ahould be deferred until the teminati on or the present work. 

A1rnnrt. 'l'he Paraguayans me.y seek funds to oonstruot aviation hangare, military areenale, warehouse• and poaeibl;r barraolte on the new airport. The Parasuayane have already been infol'!led t hat it would be extremely diftioul t to obtain eteel at the present time to turniah t he type or construction 'IIIlich they appear to deelre. 
EmJ o 1tatlpn gL Petroleua 8t1Qurota. The Paraguayan• are under the impression that their oountr:r may have con­siderable patroleua reeouroea and they have indicated that they desire t he United Statee Government to undertake the actual geol ogical exploration or Paraguq to detemine the poeeibility or produci ng oil. Several monthe ago th1a Government eent a prominent petroleum expert to Parague.y to adviee the Government on proper legielation oonoern1ng exploitation. World vide experience hae ebovn that •AnT 7ears or intene1Te development are required before oil oan be round and produced i n commercial oountriee. Thia Govern­ment ia prepared, however, to a11iat the Paraguayan Govern­ment in eeleoting competent and reputable American time with wlloa the Parquayan Government might enter i nto ne­gotiati on• for the exploitation ot ita petroleum produote. 



/ 
;4 .. ~· 

THE UNDER StCRETARY Of' STATE 

WASHINGTO N 

June 11 , 1943 

Jl1 dear Mr. Presidents 

I believe that the mo1t iaportant point that you 

may whh to m.ake tonight - - and the one that will be moat 

appreciated bJ your gueat -- ia tha tact that during the 
conterenoe at Rio de Janeiro Paraguay promptly took action 

to break all relation• with the Axia powera and aince that 

tillle baa been cooperating with ua and with the other Amer­
ican republic• who have declared war or broken relatione 

one hundred percent 1n the United Hationl ettort. 

You 111117 also wish to lllllka aome reterenoe to the 

traditional bravery or the Paraguayan people and that it 
1a only natural that people wbo have ao valiantly defended 
theil' l1bert1ea t hrougbout their h11tory abould have adopted 

thl policy or joining with the other United Nations in 

thl present war. 

One or tba ohier complainta tbe Paraguayan• have bad 

to alike 1n the peat h the tact that tbere baa been 10 

little trade between Paraguay and tbe United Statea. I 

think it would be appreciated 1r you would expreu your 

hope that attar the war ia onr thia Go'Yernment will be 

The Pruident, 

The White Houae . 



-2-

be 1ntereettd 1n doing wh&t 1t oan in developing trade 

and other coamm1oatione between the United Stat .. and 

Puagu.ay. We ht.ye made avdlable to Puaguay oredite 

tor tbe oonetruct1on ot roade and tor agricultural develop­

ment proJeote. These arrangement& bave worked out vary 

aat1etactorily and baTe created a very tr1endly feeling 

tor ue in the country. 

You re1111mber, ot oouree, ib at you bad General 

Xor1.n1go '• eon oo.e with hie 110tber to Warm Springe two 

year• ago and tb.at tbat geeture wae aleo very greatly 

appreciated in Paraguay. 

I hope tb.at these eugg .. tion• -y be ot eo• un 

to you. 

Believe 11» 

J • 
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.J\Ina 11 , l~ 

II)' d.oar Mr . Pronldent a 

I ballave t~ t u .. 110a t ~;)rt.ant po1nt. that. J OU 

uy •iah to 101'ke t onl&bt - - a n4 tM one t.hllt will ba 110at 
approol~<tacl bJ JOur l)llaet - - b t t.o tact t.t.at d.urlos tba 
oonteret~ce a t 111o <ia Jana1ro l'a r agul\J pr 0111Ptl y t ook eot. l on 
t.o break all ralat. lona •1 tb t.t.e J.xla p<>l era artd. alnce t hat 
t. lll8 hu been ooopcrco t1ng wtth u a lllld wHh t htl other A ... r ­
toan r.publ i oa wbo have declared w11r or ba·ol:an relati one 
one b\Uld.ra<l percen t ln tt.e lln1 ted t:atlona ortort . 

You .. ,. alao w1ah to ..aka so:::.e retaNnoa to tha 
t.~d.1t1onal branry or tl:.o l'lll' &L'UaYM pooplo an4 tba t 1t 
1a only na~l t hat people who nave ao vallantly <lotend.a d. 
t.ha1r l1tar L1ao tlu·ou~IOU.t Uoo1r b lii.Ol'J dlOUld b" Ve a dopte d 
t be polloy ot Jo1n1ng with t.ha o t!.ur Unl tad "atlon a 1n 
tbe pra non t war . 

One ot' tba ohh t ocmpla1ntc lobe h .r a guap na ban ~d. 

~o .. ke 1n t ho paa t 11 t.ba .fkol. t.Ltl t tllllro uu buan ao 
llttla t.rad.a bat .. an ~aragu&J and tbe United Yt ata a . I 
thlnk lt would bo apf,r«~O lo.tad. 1t you would o~roaa JOur 
bope t.ha t after l.ba war la onr t bla OoYa n.an t wlll be 

~ Wh1 ta rtou.aa. 
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be 1nttoroot.od 1n c.u 1nt• who t 1 t Cllll 1n d ovelcp1na trade 

and oU10r c-.m1cat1ona botwoon thot l/nlttod ')tatoo and 

Para~~7 · • • lave a ado a vailable to Para6U&J orod 1ta . 
lor t ho conotruo t. lon or road.e a nd tor a iS1'1oul t.ural deYolop-

M nt pr o Joot. . Tho•• arrangooen to llavo worked ou t Yorr 

11ot1oraotoril;y aud hot vo oroatod a YOrJ t'r1omdlJ rool1ng 

r or u o 1n tt".e oou.oLr :r. 

'tou rea.., labor , ot' oou reo, th at :rou had a.nor a l 

Mol•1n1t;o' • 11on 0 011111 wl tll h h IDOtllo r to r a.r•11 •·prl nge two 

Joaro •t:o emu t.l .Lit. llwt. t;o e ~uro wa c a l oo vorr 1,1•eatl7 

I hope t ha t t.hoee 8 U{!<\OI!I.10nl lila)' 00 of IOIIe UIO 

to ;you. 

lloll1en • 

S IJ!.!NE.R WEJ.LES 
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