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Mr . President : 

!.!EMORANDU1l 

l I • •..;.-.P...:J ,I....,. " ( J 

DEPARTMENT Of' STATE 
WASH I NGTON 

January 19, 1942 

Re : Evacuation of President Quezon ./ 

I transmitted your messaBe to the War Department , 
statiOB that you were anxious to have President Quezon's 
evacuation provided there was an even chance or better 
of his get t ing out, 

General Marshall telephoned yesterday to say that 
they considered it best not to reopen the question. He 
considered that there was still too r;reat danger of 
repercussions among the Fil i pino troops . 

I told General Marshall that i n our telephone con­
versation you had distinctly left t he matter subject t o 
his estimate of chances and that under these circum­
stances , I was suro you would accept his judgment in the 
matter . 

It seems that the danger in getting in or out by 
pl ane is secondary to the dangers to morale among the 
Filipino soldiers . 

Adol f ~Ie, Jr. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

&k WASHINGTON 

~ 

mtOIUNDt.Do! FOR rBE PRESIJlENT a 

Subjecta Radioqoa !'rca General llacJ.rthur 
quotins Preaideut Queton. 

r' r:, I I ' 
l-31 11-z_ 

\ 

General llacJ.rthur poiJ>to out that the nature of Presidaut Que&ou'• letter ia aucb that it can proper ly be aun ered only by '-" the Pr .. tdeut or the 11111ted Statu. ae requute intormatton u 1 to whau reply can be e~cted , 

That portion ot Ur . Qu••on• • lett·er on which he ulced dis­tribution waa aent 1Bmediately, throu£h G-2, to Colonel Donoyan•a or,&Dl&ation. J. radlou ... of aclalO'IOhd&meut hu been diapatched to General ~oJ.rthur. 

The followin& draft ot a e~eated reply i a intended tor diepatch by the President to General UacJ.rthur for Preaideut Que&ODI -

"I haTe read with cconplet e underataudlut; your let-

ter to Geceral U..cJ.rthur. I realise the depth and lineerity 

of your oantu.uta with rupect to your iJ> .. C~Pable dutieo 

to your 0'111 people and I auure you t hat I would be t he laot 
to d-d ot you and the atJ;f aacrifice which I conlidered 

hopelou 1J> the furtherance or the cauoe for whieb .. are 

all otrlTlns• l want, hO'IOnor, to .tate with all pouiblo 
..,balio that the Jl.l&l'llrtoent ruiatonce of the de fondero 

of Bataan it c....trlbutlns defi.Dltely toward uour1J>& the 

ca.pleteneu or our final Tictory in the t'ar But. 1'be 

-l-
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&&pO ciltiJ>& in OW" Oft..,oiYO &T,._to &TO tho .. th&t 

t.ro to bo o:xp.ated whoa po&eo-lcwint oo\llltrin ""oh .. 

the liDJ. ted St&t n &nd tho Ph1l1pp1noo oudd401ly find th--

eol-.oo o.tt ackod by outooratio p ower which hao opont yoare 

1n preparation tor an.od oantliot . Icitial dotoat o, pri-.o.-

tioco &DIS eutterin& a r o the inerltablo coc,.qu&eooo to 

democra cy ic ouoh oirouaot&nooo, But I ho.-.o pledged to 

tho attain~~ont or ul ti.Aah no tory tho J'ull ...., power. 

tin&ncoo &DIS •atorial rooouron or thio couctryJ &Dd th11 

plodgo of rtotory 1ncludoo ao ac ouoctial. objooti-.o tho 

rootoratioc ot poaoo o.cd tracqu1ll1 ty 1c tho Ph1l1pp1noo 

acd ito roturc to tho ocmtrol of a Oo-.ernmoat of ita owe 

ohoooiJ>&. While I o&neot c ow icdicato tho time at which 

ouooor &nd a uiotllloo oan reach tho Ph111pp1noo, I do know 

t .h&t oYOry ohip at our diopooal 11 brl"'lin& to tho South 

Woot PacU'ic tho f orce• that will ultimately omaah tho ic-

.. ador md !'reo your oouctry. Shipo 1n that rosloc h& ... 

boac l oaded ocd di apatchod to ~la with Y&riouo oupplioo 

tor tho g&rriloc. AJ.roa4y our toroea , 111 th thooo ot our 

AJ.lloo, h&'OO lcflioted ao ... re loueo upoc ODMO' COil'OOJ'I 

&nd D&1'al ohippi"'l &nd oro dof1c1toly elowicg h11 South-

ward adY&nco, Our four ocgine boabero are dodly report­

inc to Oocual lfa .. oll troa tho troco-At'ric&n route o.cd 

- 2-
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that theater and a ote~ flow ot ouoh plonu 1e orooo• 

ill& the J>ao1tio. OUr' )lavy 1e h ... Yily Clg~ed in eooort1ng 

to the ,..,. region large troop oon,.oyo. B'rery day ga.1nld 

tor WildiJI& Up 0\11" torOOI 1o ot inoaleulable "alue and it 

1e 1n the gaining ot ~ that the detendere ot Bataan 

are aooiating uo oo effootiTely. 

•1 have no 'IIOrda in whioh to ll<preoo to you r:t:t 

tAmirat1on cd t;ratituda for the complete d110011otrat1on 

of loyalty, cour"'le al>d readineoo to oaor1N.ce that your 

people, under your 1nop1red haderahip, ha•e d1oplayed, 

They are upholding the aoot mapl11'1oent tradi tiono ot 
tree democracy. 

•Thooe portiono of your letter to Oen eral ILaoArthur 

on '111\1oh you uked publicity are beint broadco.ot to the 

.-.rld t raa Wa ahington. Your -rde c d your exutple will 
I 

rally to ren..,.d etrort not only the people or your ,_ 

country but all thooe that in .. ery eection or the globe 

are enl1oted 1n the fight for d..ocrat1c principle• 

,/ . . 

~~a. ... J'r.:D MISC. DIY AG4. 
-~-.. c. lec:lioll 

.. 



-
Fore1rn Relet l o. 1 oft~e UnL'td Stateo 

19:.2 Vol . I Gener•l , Bl"1:1f'l~ Co'"' .or.wettltl': 
Tr.e Fo.r £ut 

l'&f>" ~~ ? . 



SECRET 

Please convey the following meaaage !rem the President 

to President Quezon: 

I have just received ;your meu&&e sent thro1J8h General 

ll&cArthur. Frola ~ 11easage to you or~-, \4 1~you auat realhe 

that I • not lackirg in underata.nding o! or &YIIP&th:r with the situation 
11\i. "---....n..D(-

or ;yourself and .....- govenuoent today. The inmediate crisis certainly 
.<. 

s eems desperate but auch crises and their treatment must be jud&ed b;y a 

more accurate measure than the anxieti es and au!feringa of the present, 

however acute. for over ~~ears tha American government has been 

carrying out to the people o! the Philippines a pledge to help the11 

auccesafull;y, however long it might taka, in their aspir ations to beco~e 

a self-governing and independent people with the individual freedom and 

economic etrength which that loft y aim makes nquisite . You yourself 

have parti cipated in and are familiar with the ll'.&ny carefully planned 

atepa by which that pledge of selt-gonnur:ant has been carried out and 

also the atepa ~ which the economic independence of ~alenda ia to ~IJ..Jt 
be effective. llay I remind you now that in the loftiness of ita ai.a 

and the fidelity with ~ich it hu been executed, this pr ogrem ot the 
A---~rr:~, 

United States towards ..a tl.,e· 1~ people has been uniqu e in the history 

of the family of nations . In the llcllu!'fy-Tydinga Act of 1934, to which 

you refer, the Congress o! the United Statu tinall;y fixed the ;year 1946 

aa the c1ate in which i t waa hopac1 that the ec-mw,Utb o! the Phllippine 

Ialanc1a eatabliahed by that Act ahould tinallJ' reach the goal or i ta hopes 

tor political and economic independence. ?~~.( ~ "=/tJ~U~j..-
WJ~ tyf;. ,ll. J,,JI'~-Z.~ I 
q .-AJ;J J'l.c.&l. ("'-...-.r;( 
~· 1. ·c-...n" Pt'l , -

SECRET .. ~- :~..;,;;, ~;.., 



87 a m&l1rn conspiracy of a few depraYed but powerful 

._. nations t his hope 11 now be1ng frustrated and delayed. An 

organized att ack upon individUAl. !reedo& and govel"'llllental. independence 

throughout tho entire worl\1, b~~~rinning in llure>pe, has now apread and 

been ce.rr1ed to the aouthwestem Pacific by Japan. .:rllo llzd.t d &'eoht 

RJ •me11 rtf..... The basic principles upon Wl ich • :::ta ted w:cl =t 
~4.S;... 

~ have guided its conduct t owards the Philippines have been violated 
~ b~u~ ~ Jl -F in the rape of Poland, Holland, B~illlll~ rk, Norw~, Oreece, t ,,.J.. sr-. ._....-" 

/ll-,.c~,..._ -_,,M;I-.1. ' ~·.._Yugoslavia, llanchukuo, China, Indo-China~and t1na.l.ly thePhili ppinea. 

You refer in your telegrut te the announce~~~ent by the Prime ltnister o! 

Japan of Japan • a willingness to grant to the Philippines her independence. 

I only have to r efer you to the pr esent cmdition of Korea, lo!anchukuo, 

North China, Indo- China, and all. other countries whi ch have fallen under 

t he 4> &~ ~ of t he Japanese govemn:ent, to point out the hollow 

dupllci ty of such an announcement . 

The United States tod&T is eng8jted with all. ito resourcee 

and in COIIIf*\7 wi tb the governments of twent7-six other nat i ons in an 

effort t o defeat the aggression of Japan and its Axis partners. This 

eftort will never be abandoned until the ccnplete and thorough overthrow 

of the entire Axis 57ate11 and the governm«1ts which IU.intain it. We are 

erw aged now in l a711li the foundations in tho southwest Pacific of a 

deval.opment in air, naval, and lllilitary power which shall become sufficient 

te meet and overthrow tho widely extended and arrogant attempts o! the 

SECRET 
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L_.C}Y the terms of our pledge to t he Philippines implicit 

in our~ years of conduc t towards your peopl e and expressly 

r eCORJli zed in the tenna of the loleDufty-Tydinga Act, we have undertaken 

to p rotect you to the uttennost of our power until t he time of your 

Ultimat e independence had arrived . OUr eoldiera in the Philippines 

a r e now e11g aged in fUlfilling that purpose . The honor of the United 

St ates is oledged to its fulfillment. We propose that it be carried 

out r ega r dless of its cost. Those Americans who a re fight jng now will 

~ continue to fight until the bitter end, ~ue--W't hH~er~a n or dQ "''­

[J y -,.,,., .. :l:mpeoe ' Pi' compulaion uocn JOW !ol <llei s who have been coope! ath€ 

r -llQ.~k tte xu lb ie md•evor.._!Jl;}> l ong as the f]&g of the United States 

Uies on Pilipino soil 
~ 

be defended by ou'A men 

aa a pl edge of our duty to your people, it will 

to the dea t h . ~hatever happens t o t he pr es ent 

American garrison we shal l not relax our ertoirt.a unt il the forces l\hich 

we are now marshaling outside the Philippine I slands return to the 

Philippines end drive the l ast remnant of the invaders from your aoil , 

SEC REf 
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Gll!IORPl'i' 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

WAIIt DUAfii:TMCNT O£NEAAL. STMF' (I 
·o: f 

WMHINGT ON 

Jl 'uli1P'1. 
Februff.{J u~:l~•~ .,) : Al 

!ll!J.:Ol\ANW.J FOR THE ADJUTAJIT GEJmR.AL 1 I SUbject . ro.r Eaatem Situation . 

/ () The Secretary of Wor directs that a. socret measagc1 c.a tol l o,n , 

V
? be sent by tho moat expeditious mean~ possible consistent with secrecy 1.1 t o Cam:tonding General , u.s. Army Forces in !- nr Be.t.t J 

r F!!Cl'J THE PRESIDE!JT TO GE!!EllAL L:ACARTI!lJR STOP PLEASl! 

Dt:LIVER THE FOU.Qol!!G !$SS.AGE TO PRCSIDE!:T QUEZOII QUOTE I 

HAVE JUST LE:AJ!Nt:D THROUGH A tlESSAGE PnO!i GClfE!W.. t.IACAR?IIUR 

T!iAX YOU llAVI': AU'l:ilOJUZ.>I) TilE DSS'!'RUCTIO:r OF S!LVE:t CUI{!t!JJCY 

Blli.OliGING TO THE CO!.G:Or.\1EALTil GOV!!RJD.!EJIT IF TJ!IS SI!OlJLD BECO!lE 

!:ECESSARY TO P!U.'VUIT ITS CAPTURE DY THE h'li!UY S~OP IT IS A 

IlEAL GRATIFICA'l'IOil TO HAVI: Tl!IS ADDITIO)IAL PROOF 01" 'l'HE COlt-

PLETE LOYALTY OF YOURSELF liilD Y01f:! COVERl~:l!.11T TO THE U!IITED 

STATES .A!ID YOU!\ RiJADIIlESS FOR SELF SACI!IFICE IIi THE CAUSE F'OR 

TIIIICH m; ARE ALL FIGI!TI !IG S'l'OP I REGRET 'l'I!).T REQUIPJ::l.lEl;Ts <F 

s.:=ru;cy DO IICJI: P!:PmT l.!l! TO PtreLISil Tl!ll IJE7/S <F YOUR AC'riO!f 

~ 
I 

" ~ 
' C<rr.:A FOR IT IS TllP.OUGH SUCH HVIDl>l/CE 01' TilE COllPLETE SOLIDARITY J t 

~ ·~ ~'~ ~- '~' ~ ~ ""'"' -""'""' "'_:.#-
JJIPAf~~-

L. T. GERC\7, 83 A. (j 0 
Brigo.dier Ga.net'al , 

A.uisto.nt Chief or Sto.N' . fEB 18 ~ 

BiilCIU)IP•· Reoeived 

"""' - i 1-Y 
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lll'll2374 
0200/15 

rx.a.•.t._C_OJ!l!; 

r ,.n :1. .d! :n: 

? Ac-4 

E!fB/loo-1705 

Feb, 15, 191.2. 

·!t un r'AII 
AC U.J (2- l'l-1,2) IISC 

ho": Ft . ~'Ula CK 

To: AGI'fAR 

No . 2!5 f•b. 15 

rru.nkl \~, n. ~ 
n· ~~· 

Oate-

. ·" .. ) 
.. 

Jo , _ 

For ~ Chaaa National Bank , Now To~k Cit7. ho= tho ••neral 

!'unds or tho Pbillppino GOYOrnMDt deposited with 70U pleuo 

placo to the credit of Dou~laa KacArthur a' the Cbo~ical 

N,.tion&.l Bank and. Trust Cocpanr , New York, f1 ve hund!'f'd 

thousand dollars; to the credit or Richard K. Suthorland at tho 

~ National Bank, Por~ Leavenworth, KansaG 1 seventy-five 

thousand dollAr• ; ~o the credit of ~chard J . ~arahall , Junior , 

&t the A~;>· Nat.!onnl Ban~t- , Yort Leavenworth, Kana.aa, !'orty-.,.ive 

th:r.1so.OO dollara; to tho ored1t of S1dney L. H'lff at l~_. Firot 

Mattoaal Bank, San 01 itO, C&lltornla , twenty thou.aan dol.l.a.n . 

Ra.dlo t.bro1.li;b liar De~A.Tt.-.,nt. repor-t or u-eeut.loo . By d1r .. ot1on 

ot t.be P'relldents JOII A bad S&.n~os I See.rttt4!")" or l'inanc.o . 

Approved: Kanuel L. ~o&on , 

~~aoA.rthur. 

Exact Acti on Cop.f to : Soorat&r.f, Goner&l Staff . CX llo . land 2 

Action nquea t.ed above baa been 

E:xact Copy 



( i'ru.nklln !' . Roooo.velt L 1br ary 

DEGLASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. 6aoo. g (9/27/68) 

Dat ... ~ - ' - S' f 

s tsnature- ~at#<'.~ 
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I }!EMORANTJUM FOR THF. PRESIDENT: 

'Ihe attached memorandum com­

pletes t he account of Luzon 

evacuations , a part of which 

was sent to you this morning . 
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SIIIIO!l&ry !!£. O...elo(>lll!nte _!!! L!aoArthur' a Cue 

l, February 23 (llo, 1078) 

Radio orders from Presi dent diapatched to General 
J.!acArthur , directing hia to proceed llindanao for purpo,. of 
or~;anbing reaiatanco; within o. week thereafter to proceed 
from ~ndanao to Auatralia to toke command of American Forces 
in that country . Intention or Preaident to negotiate with 
other governments for their acceptance of ~to.cArthur aa COJ:I­
manc!ing General, revemped ABDA . 

2, February 24. f'rCIIO lolacArthur (l1o. 358), 

Diacuasos above plan in detQil. Gives outl ine or 
existi ng aituati on . Request• that timing of hia departure 
be left to hilo becauoo or tiloo required in arrangin,; for de­
tail• or Lu&on defenoe, after hia departure . Suggeated uae 
o.f surface •••eel, aubmarine and airplanea, but indicated 
do.te of' departure could not be ~;iven at thia tine . 

~ . February 25 (No. 1087) 

Inetructlona of' Preaident to lo!aoArthur atatinl; that 
the til01D& <I departure and detaila of' met hod would be left 
to hilo. Suggeated aubmo.rins and airplane arrangements that 
woul d males those avo.ilabl o to l!acArthur on call. 

4 , February 28. Prom ll.acArthur (llo. 373). 

Accepted proposed arr~"""'nte and requeats Na.y De· 
partment order submar ino to Corrogidor . Brett to be instruct ed 
to send 3 B- 24a to llindano.o on call . Eati~o.ted do.te or depo.r­
ture as Karch 15 . 

5. February 26. 

Admiral King di rected Admiral Glassford to keep a submarine 
eonstently at the disposal of C.eneral '!aeArthur, until 1'\lrther 
orders . Oenoral Brett, in Australia , was dir ected to be prepared to 
dispatch to IUndanao, on call of Oeneral llaeAr thur, three hea"l' 
bocbers . 
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Frw:lc lin :' . P.oos ovelt Libr ary 

DEGLP\~~ ifJ ED 

DOD Dht 52oo. 9 (9/27/58) 

Dab- ¥-- '-S y 

Si~ture- P M.f i ~ 



BBC!'B'I 
nO'IV eMil nndine: U.S. t'orces in .. utttralia . Pl.oase 1ntorm r.;') at 

once -at,ether these yrOj)C)Sed e.rranv~nt.t, appear c.atiatact..ory 

to you . t!OMlll1'lile ~rou should not , repeat not , c~atc on 

this sub!ect with ArQ,Y u.nd 1/avy CCJ:lJlalldor• in nu:>tralla, until 

arter reec-t.pt or ~···ce !roll LaO t.hat. u"'ener•l arrantc:..ents !rc. 

this end have been c'.ll:pleted . 

l!ilrshall. 



DOD D 1• 62oo.e (9/27/68) 

Data- 4 _,_ S 1 
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AG )81 (3-7-1.2) 

Fort Nillo, P. 1. 

TO Adjutant General 

No . 4)8, llarch 7 , 1942. 

SECRET RA!llOOIWI AG-4 

llarch 7, 1942 

6 :41 A II 

It haa boon continuoualy reported troa varioua agencies that the Co~-

"' mandor in Chief of tho Japanese forcoo in tho Philippines, General llo"r, 

coomittod harikari becauu of hio f ailure to destroy our forcta in Bat&an 

and Corregidor. His funeral uo held in ll&nlla on Feb. 26 in prooonce o! 

personal rapresent.atins of tho <Dperor and hie aeheo wore flown to Japan 

tho !ollor.ing doy . I cannot caopletel;· oubotantiate t.hio report but not 

only !rom local spies but from intercepted Japanoeo communic:ations it is be-

lieved to bo correct . It ie further indirectly oubstant.iatod by a chango in 

Japo.neoo ""'thods s ince that ti.M , There iAo " touch of irony involved in that. 

his tuneral rites and i L b believed his auicido took place in a:~ old apert.­

"'cnt which he occupied in tho llanUa Hotel . I suggest that you initiate pub-

licity in t his matter. It will have a greater psychological effect if announced 

by tlaohlngt.on rather th11n by me, 

EXACT ACnON CO?t TO 

EXACT H/1'0 OOPI SS TO 

111-cArt.hur 

A.C. of S., G-2 Copy No . l 

A. C. or s., c-1 Copy No. 2 
A. C. of $ ,, G-:l Copy No. 3 
A.C. ot S., ',YPD Copy Ho . 4 

Chief A~ Air Forces Copy No , 5 
Niocollanooue Divioion Copy No. 6 
Secretary r .. noral Staff Copy No. 7 

SECREr RADIOOIWI 

RE1'IJRN AU. OOPU::S TO ROO!J 1704 AOO IN COlli' l!ITH PAR 40 C AH 390-5 

SEitr 8:33 A II 
3/7/42 IIDR 

' =1 
!l ... -'1 .. 



WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

WAaHIN CST O N 

llarch 19, 1942. 

MEioiORAN!llm FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I think it important that acme such message as 
the following be dispatched todey tc General Wai nwright: 

• The neticn is aware of the extrece difficulty 

of your teak and of ita vast importance. 1\i tb confi­
denc e i n your leader ship end the superb gallantry and 

efficiency of t hat devoted band of American and Filipino 
soldiers Wider your ccx:::and, I e!<'fo,ttting your nomina-

• tion as a Lieutenant Geoernl. . 

It shall be my constant aim tc see that every 
possible tlleans and tlletbod are etllployed tc relieve your 
situation. • 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

!Jay 5, 1942 . 

ME:JOHANDUU FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

General ~rshall ' phoned me on r eceipt of the folloVIing telegr am from Wainwright : 

"Lanciing attack on Corregidor is 
in progress . Enemy landed north 

point . Further details as devel-

op . " 

In view of this he has sent the attach­ed cable to Wainwright, trying to bolster up his mor ale . 



-
..... . ,. 

~ 1' ::c.T 

One .)'> ar &&0 today I began ley' long 0<17eae;r which started 

troa Corregidor an:! ended. in this great capital or tho United 

Stotee. It is now ~ duty to report to ;rou on ~nat we have 

occaopllsbe<l during this ;rear. 

I do not hove to tell you thot froa tbe first day or the 

invuion o! our country by Japan, the Japanese hove directed. their 

propaganda at convincing ;rou thnt Japan 1a our f riend an:1 liberator . 

Your answer, our answer, hu been to !1lll!t thu to the bitter em. 

Tbe flower of our youth died aide by oi de 'ldth t heir American 

coare<les in de!enae o! our cOIJIIt.ry 1 our liberties, ard the 

American tn:l Philippine flag a. 

Tbe surrender of Bataan an:l Corregidor did not erd t.bet epic 

struggle. Even the broadcaeta from Tokio tbet DOI'I tn:l then tell 

of the stern md cruel masuroa taken b7 the Jopaneoe krrq in the 

Philippinea "88inat l'illpino•, reveal that our people have not 

accepted defeat, lind as beat tbe;r can, they are still f ighting 



-2-

the invldere at whatever coat . 

But Jopan ia bent upcm 'ld.nninf your jpod will by eve ry 

possi ble devi ce - ifabe can . Kn~ t het indeperxlence 1a the 

cauee tor whi dl our forefathers ro~t lll'ld died; knowing, too ' 

t hat we have etood b.r America becauae she haa made good her 

ple~ to m&l<a our people free and independent, Japnneae propt>-

ganda l-oa been inaiatently tellint you that yau cust not have 

faith in America, and that t he independence of our country will 

only como !rom Jspan . 

In line with t nis policy or deceit, Preoder Tojo, at the 

last session or Ule ~erial Diet, hea again reiterated hi:< stat~ 

m<111 t made laat. year t hat J~pen ia ready to grant independence to 

the Ph111pp1neo . AsSUIIing that tomon-ow Jspan wa• to declare 

the Ph111pp1n .. an ind~perxlert. naUon, what 1010uld that J:IO&n? 

I t would •r•l.J 11e111 that the Philippines would be m other 

"llanchukuo• - a ~verl'lOQlt wi thout ri&hte, 'ld.tbout powers, 

without authority. A ~ve rtWilllt cllarpd only with the duty to 
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obey the dictates or the JapiiJ'lese rulers . After the tr gic end 

of Korea's independence , in utter c!isr egard of a solemn pledge 

to respect it , ll. would be worse than folly to rely on any promise 

made by Ule Japanese government . 

Vis--a- via :llanchukuo and l<.orea, let us go over our association 

with the United states: 

Coincidert. ldth the organization or Civil Goverrv:aent in the 

Philippines in the early years of the American regime, the Filipino 

people enjoyed, for the first time in their history, freedom or 

speech, freedom of ~he p r ose, f r eedom of worship, and all tho other 

freedoms BU&ranteed in the Bill o£ Righ ts . Neither the Pr esident 

nor Ule Congress o! the United States could depriv" Ule Filipinos 

cC tbue riellt s , for they were under the protection of the Cone-

titution or tne United states itself . 

l'lith the helP o! Ule United states, we z:ade ete&dY progress 

in every field oi bu.un endeavor an:l rapid advance in t he practice 
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of ael.r- government . At laat America gave u• c~leto autonam,y 

on utura affecting our d.-atic affaire, preparatory to the 

ootabliltlmmt of the Philippine Republic which was oet !or the 

fourth o! JulT 1946. We ...,,... a h~py end prosperoua people 

when J~an, without the s lii'htu t provoc ation on our part, 

brought au!!eringa, death and havoc, and deotroyed every vest1£o 

or freedom 1n our country. 

But. our sacr1!1ces have not been in vain . By our decision 

to figh t by tho aide of tho United Statu, by our heroism, and by 

our loyelty to tbe American !lag, -..e wor, a batUe greater then 

we l oet. OUr doeiaion a1d our heroism have won tor our pooplo 

real treed= t or all tioe. 

You lmar what President Roosevelt said in bis proclamo.tion 

to the Pilipino people on December 28, 1941. 'l'bese wore bis worda: 

•I c1 vo to tho people ol" tho Pbilippinoa 11\Y solo= plld&e that 

t heir troodoa will be redo-d and their independence oatabl hhed 
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and protected. The entire resources in men and materials of the 

United States stand behind that pledge . " 

Not only that. Presili.ent Roosevelt has, in effect, already 

g!. ven the Philippines r e rogniti on as an independent nation . 

On my arrival in ;vashington, he rendered me honors <hle 

only to the heads of independent governments . He n:et me at 

the railroad station with the Secr etary of State, the Secretary 

of War and the Secretary of the Interior. llrs. Quezon and I were 

his official guests at the White House . 

He has recognized our right to take psrt in the Pacific 

War Council, vd.th Great Britain, China, <md the self-governing 

Dominions of Canada, Australia and New Zealand. The President 

of the United States presides over the Council table. 

In the name of the Philippines, I am a signatory to the 

Atlantic Charter. rle are one of the United Nations. And 

met her the war is over bef<re or after July 4, 1946, the date 

fixed for the establishment of the Philippine Republic, 1 a.m 
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certain ~hat n mall have 011r 01111 repreHnhtion >.n tho Pea .. 

Conterence . 

Japan no. prooi.soa yw inclapendence. That pr(lmi.so Dear.s lesa 

than not.hin;:. Our independence ia all'el<l¥ a reality, .trice tho 

Pros!.de nt. of ~ United St a toa, by 1\i.a .. veral ofticial &~s 

onUJII8rated above, ~ Biven reeoBQit.ico to the Philippines aa 

poatesaed of tho attributes o! tull nationhood . The onl,y !.bin& 

lacking ia the foroal est ablishment of the PhiUppioe RepubUc. 

This cannot happen until our country ia liber ated frcm the 

1nv84er - until you, tiJ¥ fel lo.-citizeM, can oxarcise your t'llll 

right to elect the otriel.ale of tho Oovern.nont of tho Republic. 

<XI Janueey 6, 1941, President. RDosovol~ saidt 

"In the t'llture da)e , ..,ich we aeok to mke secure, we look 

t<rward to a world founded \lj)on four essent.ial huaun froadome . 

"Tho first ia rreedcn or ape och and expression -- ever ywhere 

in the world. 
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"Tbe eoceod 1e f reodOIO of every per10n to worehip Ood 1n hie 

own wa:r - over ywhl re in tbo WOI' ld , 

"Tho U.ird 1a freedom f r 0111 want -- whi ch, translated into 

wor ld tenu , means economic un<Mrste.Ml..ni Wlicb will ooc:ure to 

every naticn a healt hy peacetime l ite far iLo inhabitants - every-

whore in U.o world . 

"Tho fourth 1a f reedom f rom fear - wllich, translated into 

t110rld t.er::.a., ceana worldwide reducti on ot ar~nt.a t.o such a 

point and in euch a thoro\18h t aohion tllat no nat ion will be in a 

position to cOIWt an act of physical eggresaion against any 

noi&hbor anywhoro in tho world, • 

Those are tho Four r' reedol!lll for which we f i e)lt , They will 

COOIO after tile victory or t he United Nationo . 11bon thlit gloriouo 

d&:f arrivoe, U>e I'Uipino people will mJoy the bloaeinp or 

those four fr•edome - f reod0111 of speech , f r eedom o! religion, 

troedCIIIl rrooo want and trood010 troa tear. Tbe fir at two need no 
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elaboration. You have lmolft'l and exerciaed tb""' bet..,. tbia war 

began. But , in tho past., tho other two have only been tbe hope 

and. the amhHion of our people . 

!low we c an look f orward to t hese humM ris!lls Yd.th tho 

ns<Nrance of their r ealization a.fter tbe w!U'. 17e shall seeuro 

for every Filipino tho satiJotaction of tho basic h\llllWl needs 

which are the rights or aU men -food, clothil'IB, and shelter, 

and economic epportunit,y . With the help ot the United States, 

wo ahall rebuild our ravaged 11041 and Qlke of it a prosporowo 

lDIIJDber ot tbe r acdly of free na tiona. 

Prooidort. Roooevolt and 1 have alre ady agreed th:lt s tudies 

be lllllde now for the econocdc rehabilitation of the Philippine: , 

so that •• shall be r eady to proceed with tho sigantic task or 

rebuilding our country • • soon as tho enelll)" 1B expelled, 

Aa fer the fourth f r eedom - the f r eedom n-om fear of 

agerosaion - we have befor• us, not. onlr tbe cCIIDitalent. in 
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principle ot the United Nations, but aleo tho ple<~&e or the 

Govorraont or t.te United :.tatea, as gi von by President xoosovolt 

in his proelaa&t i cn to the Filipino people. In turt.heranco or 

tbia pledge, P"oident. nooaevelt has autharized the state 

llepert.me nt. to diacuee -.ith .., U>o question or our n>ture security 

elld or t he aateguar<ling forever or tho Ollltual inte.roats or tho 

United Statea a.nd the Pbilippinos in tho Pacific area. 

~ bel oved countrymen: I give you "'If sol e::m asourance that 

the Philippines is not boilljt ooglocted. The President, tho eon.Teaa, 

the American people, are doing and will do everything in thei r 

pow er to r edeem you u soon a s possible !rom tho heel of tho 

invade r . 

Aa for me, you know that day ond night I can only think o! 

you, of the day of your redemption :>nd my r eturn t o our beautiful 

Islands . I would not be here, I would not have lett you t or a 

"""""rt., I would have been aharilljt w1 th you your sufferings and 



- 10 -

your hardships if I did not feel that I could only be of service 

to you by my being free from the clutches of the eneDzy". 

Do not despair for yo'ln" liberation is certain. It may take 

time, but it will come . Meanwhile 1 don ' t let the Japanese 

fool you . Use your wits and beat him at his own game . Above 

all, you must continue to have faith in America who has kept 

faith with every nation, md especially with us. Our bond of 

frieniship tenpered in the heat of battle, will last beyond 

the war and illto the peace of f r e edom, general well-being and 

safety that will follow it . 
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