


Woraaw, Polu4. 
Oo\ober 11, 19S8. 

1EJ tear llr. Preo14eD\: 

!be eUuaUOil I toWI4 111 J:Dglall4 1a a otriltillc 

1llua~o\1on ot tho faot ~at 1\ 1o t.pooaible \o pro-

41o\ aix .o11tba 111 o4Tanoo \ho oourao ot oTon\a 111 

:IUropo. non I •• 111 LOn4on at tho oll4 ot Ko7 I 

hoor4 troa our ~boooo4or, on4 troa o\hor reliable, 

outhont1o oourooo, \bat uy goTo~nt wb1oh ot\ompt­

o4 to loa4 tho Br1Uab popple into wr would be oTor-

thrown. Jrow, tour 11011tba attorwar4o, thoro ia a 

oomploto roToreal ot oonttao11t an4 tho rooent Toto ot 

tho tro4o unioaa, OTorwhelm1DalT 1D taTor ot auata1n-

111t; tba League ot Bat101lo an4 tba 111poo1'\ion ot aono­

tioaa, eTon though th1a To\o ... a«ai\\e417 proJu4ioo4, 

booou•o ot \be oppoo1\1oa ot organ1se4 labor, \o Ital­

ian hao1•, 1a \oleo •• a oloor 1114U ot pablio op111-

1oa. 

fte Proa141111\, 

Tho nne Houao. 
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'ftlb aku~ tloa 1a no~ OllJil a1Do4 b:r an:r loo4oralltp 
bu~ ta 4ua, ao I wao 1ntor.e4, ~o a roaltaatton of Jns­
l ant•a podUon b:r raaaon of U• roU~~&Mn~ of 0oi'IUJI7 
an4 the balltgorant a~~1~u4• ot I~al:r. 

aan 1n ~ho otroat ahowa an oxtnor41Dar:r b owl o4go ot po-
11~1oal oToata on ~he oont1naot aDd 1o ~horoughl:r alar.a4 
a~ tho 4atonaol oaanoaa ot tho Br1t1oh Ioloa, tllotr TU1-

nonb111ty to air attaoka, an4 tllotr oo~lato 1aol at1on 
troa too4 auppl toa i n tllo •~nt ot an ottaot1Ta blooka4o. 
Inotoa4 ot lealing popular oanUaan t tile Oonrlllll8nt 1e 

atta~ttns to roatrain t bt 4oaan4 tor aara asgraoo1To ao­
tion, but it to oartatn that the Br1t1ah are thoroushl:r 
alar.d and haTa aorappo4 all notion ot 41aara•nt. 

The entire hoaa tloot 1a oonoan~rata4 111 the Ke41-

torranaan an4 about ono-tourth ot the a1l1tar:r pl,anea. 
It 1a quito apparent that tho Bri tiah regard Italy'• aa­
bU1ona 1n Atr1oa aa a aaoaoo to tho •ourtt:r ot tho Ja­
ptra an4 will aako nar:r attort t o prnant Ital:r troll 
w1u1ng tho Ab:roa1n1an wu-. 'ftlo a111tar:r peopl e are ot 
t ho opinion that thta war ahoul4 l aot ho :roara, ant 

when 



- ll -

who oao loota at tbe aop and h told or tho wlDnobU­

Uy ot llaHo flooa tbe oi?, tho ooaooatraUoa ot Italiu 

war plaa.. i.a 81o1ly, only o tew ail oa ••Y, ud that 

luso a11Uary to?o .. oro 'bo1Ds topt in Italy 'booouao ot 

the Britiah throat 1D tba Ko4itorranoan, it ia o paoai-

aiaUo outlook, A aiaslo 1no1doat, auoh aa tbe blow-

ias up or tho .. 1u, aipt wall 'briJI8 abco.t hoat1l1U .. , 

and tho poaai'bility or auoh on inoidoat in tho .. 4itor­

ranoan, it tho A'byaoinian war oonUauea tor aay loacth 

or tiao, ia Tory apparent. 

Popular opinion 111. J'rODoo ia to ohy out or aDJ' war 

at any ooat ud tho poa1t1on or Lanl 1a a nry Citti-

oult ono. It ho tol lowa Britiab l oodoroh1p 111. d ... nt-

iDS OOTOre OaDOUCIIIO ua40? ArUolo 16 ot tbe IA&SQO ho 

will probably antortato a oo.att.oat that will aoot with 

tho oppoa1t1on ot tbe .. Jor1ty, but it ho rotlo to aua­

toin tbe Laasao ho will totally woaton what rraaoo baa 

ropr4ed u tho sroouot 1Dotruaontal1ty opinat rn1-

oton or tbe Tornilloa 'l'roaty. I hoard tho op1aion ox-

pro .. o4 by ooapotont oboonora 1a l'u'1a that tlle PriM 

KiD tour 
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ll1n1ahr would probabl7 IP down in the oolling elaouona, 

but benltere and buaillaaa Mn aa7 that tha7 thinlt the 

Laul Oonrnment will oont1nua beoauaa attar La't'al there 

1a no one to loolc to tor laa4arah1p, Tha7 dapreoatad 

tba opinion whioh I heard azpraa .. d on aa't'eral a1dea -

that attar tha downfall ot the pra .. nt Oo't'ern.11t the 

tuture ot P'ranoa would be foUght out on tba atrena. 

But there ia no quaat1on but what tba aoonoaio aitua-

t1on 1a a tr7ing one. The trano ia ant1rel7 onr-

'talued and auat be lowered tar the purpoaea ot inter-

national trade, Tbera 1a no hope ot wiping out tba 

detioit in apite ot tba unpopular eoonoaiaa ot tba 

Oo'terDM nt , T!le ooat ot lhillg 1a aountillg an4 unn.-

plo7Mnt ia 1neraaa1nc. 

IJI OeraaD7 1t 1a 8W'pr1a1Da but tbara 1a 110 ela­

t10II oYer tba a1tuat1on arising troa Ital7'• oo..tt­

Mnt 1n .ltr1oa and tba ditteranoaa betw"11 P'ranoe and 

Qreat Britain. T!la ••U-.nt upruaad 1D all quar­

ter• n• tbat 0e:N&D7 waa not rMd7 tor war aD4 would 

not be raad7 until tba end ot another two T&ara. T!le 

araT bae been ezpandad to 600,000 but with ezpana1on 

1t 
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U haa ..... 4 to bo Uw olo .. -uu, woll-tunoUon1A& po­

uu .. l orp.D1AUOD tbat it WU UOD 00Dt'1Jlo4 to a 

•allor nuaber u4 U 1a asroo4 that there 1a a atr11c-

1D& ahortage ot' traa-4 omooro. ODe seta tho 11l-

preu1on tba t Oer•a:r 1a UIIIIO'n4 'b7 tho 'al' 111 .l'b;ru1D1a 

oll4 the poh11.Ual1U .. U prooeta, 'but 1Dtollia to OOil­

t1auo aloos the oourao oharto4 whoa ro.....-.at waa 4o­

o14e4. 

The ooonoll1o pol1o:r ot the oountr:r mot, 'botoro a 

~•r:r loag por1od, loo4 to 1apo?or1oha01lt and • lowor1as 

ot tho 11?1118 otu4ar4, Thoro 1a a goo4 doal ot' IUllor-

&rOIUld oo~laillt now asa1nat tho 8bortaso ot' 'butter ud 

other t'oo4 aupplioa. 

•1 tate, .at 11lport 10 per oct ot' 1h wool, end all 

ootton and iron. Kxporb ha~• 'boon t'orood ud are on 

u arUt1o1&1 'baa1a w OOli()OII•to tor tba &J'Oat 1apo.rh 

ozpro .. the 'bol1ot' tbat 60 per oct ot all 1nduotr1al 

aot1?1t1oo oro 0118&104 111 war preparation ud, wll1lo 110 

0110 oared to oot1•to till a'UIIbor ot' porooaa eaplo,.d 1Jl 

.... 1n4uatr1oo, 1t woo otatod tbat thooo oorta1D17 

1101114 
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woul4 be D.Ot l .. a than s,ooo,ooo. 
eoon~ .uet .. an a d1a1nution ot natio11al .. alth with a 

0011aeque11t raluotion ot the baaia upo11 whioh taxea oan 
be le•ia4. But the .Uitarr preparat1011 8Uat so 011 tor 
any o .. eat1o11 woul4 ... u 11111reaae ot uneaplo,..11 t 

with reaul.tiJI« oppoa1 tion to the Go•ei'IIMDt. It 1a ••ry 
olaar that e1 ther the pre .. nt pol1or 8Uat ou.laiJI&te 111 

war or elM the preaent Gofti'IIMnt auat be o•erthroe 
and thia war praparat1.on brought to a etop. 

Y1th the pentulon ot the .Aabaaaalor, I aaw a .. II 
oloaelr aa.oo1atel with Bitler, wbo told ae thot the 

t1n.al atap ot the •ar.i prosraa woul d be etartel 1D 

19:56 and t1n1a.hed 1n 19S8, the two rear• neoeaaary tar 
the ooaplaUon ot tha a1U tarr prograa uprea"4 b7 the 

a111 tarr people. 

!be hr.i ao.ai'IIMnt 1• -t probablr a a1nor1tr ou 

aUhoup Hitler par11011allr haa a ~'~'"' tollow1ac throup­
wt the ooatry. !be oppoa1Uon aaons all ral1poua 

people, ann the Lutharua, Sa ?11"1 eaphaUo. But all 
oppoattion laota un1tr, oan preeent DO etreoun trent 

ud, th«retore, will probablr oont1nue to ha•e little or 

110 
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ao 1Dtluuoo. '!'be 1Ahrll&l. ohbUUy ot tho ark 1o a 

eont1nu1ns llfatorT but tho national tobt oonunuoa to 

.OUJit w1th no apparent pooo1b111tT ot ••antual .. ttlo­

aont and, wh1lo tha •olua. ot ourranoT haa boon leapt 

oonatant, thoro 1a a sroat ora41t 1ntlat1on wh1oh 1o tha 

'l'ho 41 .. atroua 

oonooquonooa ot 1Dtlat1on aay bo abruptlT tolt o•or 

nicht• 

S.ro 1n Poland thoro aro no ra41oal ohansoa to ro­

oor4 and tho OOnrDIII&t oont1nuoo UAdor Proa14ont 

Mooo1ok1 auoh ao 1t 414 UD4or tho d1root1on ot tho lata 

Marahal P1toudak1. ~rotsn pol1oy will no doubt oan-

ttnuo tr1on41T but alert •1•-a-•ia Oorma.ny. 

I aa slat :Too E:onnody 1o ~•r haro 11114 ho will, I 

aa aura, s1•o you a •ory 1ntoraaU•o report ot tho 

ooUAtr1oo ho T1o1 to. Be to eoun4 ant HDo1 blo ant a 

41oor1a1Dat1ns oboor•or. I hopo bo w1l l koop h1a 

proatao to oaao to Poland u I a anxtouo to allow hta 

11•tns oondU1ono hero oo that bo aay taka baok hta 

ttrat-





Ootobelr ae, 193&. 

Dear JohDz-

I a dellghtecl to flD4 youa ~ 

Ootobel' elet"eoth oa .., retum fJ"OM a g1'U4 

trip ,,_ laD Dlep baok through the Oevl • 

aat you tell •• oheoke up fti'J 

well with thlJice tbat I hear~~ ov ~ 

aD4 epeolal eovoea. !blDp are ao'f'iDS eo 

tut that I fMl \hat _, opWOD ~ tM 

eltu.UOD toc'•T aq haft to be oaapletalJ 

on a dar to cSar bule. 

Keep • lll tcnaoJl. 

Honorable Jobll C)adela7, 
.. rioall 7 t •• .,.. 
waraaw, 
Pola4. 

Al..,e ei"D118l)", 
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'.far saw, Poland. 
J anuary 3, 1936 . 

Dear Mr. President: 

The significant phase of recent develop~ents in 
Europe is the effect ss a preosdent upon an armed,aggres- \ 
sive Germany two years trom now. 

The rejection of the Hoare-Laval Proposals instead li 
of indicating the fut111 ty of the League reveals the 
u.niversal sentiment for the necessity of col lective eo-
tion. The dismissal or Hoare end the selection of Eden 
as Foreign ~nister is, in the opinion of the best advised 
ot my colleagues, en intelligent appraisal of public opin- , 

, 

\ ion in Great Bri tain which is insistent upon rigorous ad- •\ 
herence to the League, The indications ere that eano-
tiona will now pass to a decisive stage, for the assurance , 
ot military assistance on the pert of Tur key, Yugoslavia, 
end Gree ce, has given Great Britain the morel endorsement 

it 

The President, 

The White House, 

Washington. 



- 2 -

it has from the beginning demanded as a necessary condi­
tion for forcefUl coercive measures that may result in 
war with Italy. 

Step by step Laval should be forced to take a more 
cooperative position. Otherwise he may find that he 
bas been the instrument of creating a most hazardous 
tsague precedent for France in 1938 face to face with a 
prepared Germany. 

The position you have taken under the Neutral ity 
Act has been e s reet gratification to us in the active 
Foreign Service. Your ut terence, ampl ified by the t of 
the Secretary or State, has given us en enviable morel 
l eedersh l p in EUrope. But it cannot be emphasized too 
often that the position or the United Stet ea 1e an en­
tirely i ndependent one, based solely upon Ameri can prin­
ciples end the oontrollins purpose to preserve the peace 
tor our own country. Unless the independent character 
of our neutrality measures is reiterated moat emphat i­
cally on many occasions the argument will be usda end 
wil l tind credence that the united States is fo llowing 
t he League. 

An 
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An ex tension or furthe r embargoes before the League 
acta on the question or further sanctions, woul d demon­
strate our independent action beyond al l equivocation . 
But in considering such en enlergem&n t or the scope or 

the Neutrality Aot there is a heavy responsibility for 
you must bear in mind not only the poasi bil i ty but the 

probabili t y of an extension to Europe or the Abyssinian 
War. A limitation upon exports to Italy migt.t be coun­
tenanced 111 thou t too gres t a protest but it euoh l1mi ta­
ttoo were impos ed upon s hi pments to Greet Britai n and 
possibly other countries in Europe there woul d be violent 
hostile or1t1oism from many quarters in t he United States. 
Ye t I am sat isfied the overwhelming weight or American 
public opinion will sustain you i n deciding against auoh 
ma terial considerations or selfish i nterests . 

But the dec ision must be made deliberately with e 

view of fer- reeching oonsequenoee. 

J.lready under tt.e Neutrality Act we ere chert1ne; a 
course which is on abrupt depar t ure and deo 1a1ons further 

broadeni ng thie oouree will inaugurate a foreign policy 

ror 
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tor unborn generations. 

I am WTit1ng you these impressions tor what the y are 
worth, confident tbe t you will be glad to have them from 
one who is at en outpost 1n Europe end therefore oonver­
aant with aent1monts with wh ich those at home are tur­
ther removed . 



Dear old c-

Tau let1el" of Jant'7 tbU4 10H 

aloag wt tll ., o.a bulo tM eM Ill ncaK tro 

tbe broad pZ'Oblt!ll ot .. ...V.Utr ..... ,_ 

war oa ,_ kit; • •' ot u• - eD4 1 t.11 

tbea tlaat I ou aDI1 will It ... ptNple ot tile 

laUoe '-ot • tip. 

ftt1111e Oftl" ben aft ......_ -

•11 ta 8p1 te ot eutue ~-. !be people 

ue all ~llll't ...cl I Jlope o.zz-• will aot 

qdU:lJ aK 1ft &WQ' Won tM ll»D••UOM • 

., -- ncua. 

Al-.p •boenl7. 

- .. --
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Deer ~. ?resident: 

I em sure ell in the Foreign Se r \ ic e ere 

as Jubilant as I em over the Neutrality mes-

sage . The expression of the Polish Foreign 

l:inister , I thi nk , ret'lects the se ntiment of 

most European chanceries. His only adverse 

cri t icism was that t he United States would not 

be on the s ide or tLe League in taking punitive 

measures against an aggressor . That, of 

course, would be enti r ely repugnant to the con­

ception or neutrality to which the ~erican 

people are so definitely committed and which 

your message so eloquently edvocbted. The ob-

jectives wh ich I ment ioned i n my l e tter of 

The PresideD t , 

The White House, 

17est.ington. 

.Tanuary 

I 
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January 3, 1936 , wi l l be accomplished most 

adequately if Congress follows your recommen­

dat i on, i.e . a fore i gn policy ent ire ly inde­

pendent of the League and one t hat assures us 

a h i gh moral leadershi p , most i mportant of a l l 

which guarantees pea ce a s far as i t oen be 

guaranteed . 

I am sure that on the issue of f oreign 

affairs we can make a very persuasive appeal 

to the American people i n t he next campa i gn 

tor I am certain your admi nis tration hes t he 

bes t record of the generation in this respect . 

Very respectfully yours , 



' -

?' OJ "' :1 1 Warsaw, llaroh 20 , 11136. 

Dear Mr. Preaidant: 

This haa been an exciting week a.nd I hope you are bein g kept thor oughly in t ouch rrom London . 
It ie clear that the Prenoh, driven by panic, are atanding rtrm while the Bri tiah, raced by the reality or their leek or preparation ror war , and by t he resent­ment they reel towards Fr ance because or ita re i lure to support them against Ital y , ere attempting to work out some sort or compromise. 

The outstanding thing is tha t the principle in­volved in Germany's violat ion or the treaties has been completely lost in the t umult , and Austin Chamberlain's protest is like e voice crying in the wilderness . 
This principle is no juridical nicety or metter or sentiment. It is the plain common working-dey sense base or security i n any stabilized social organization. It is exactly the same motive which prompted our Vigi­lantes to string up the outlaws in Montana f ifty years ago. 

The peat week has demonstrated very clearly that this principle has crashed in Eur opean i nternati onal arreire and t ha t the League or Nations and collective action are ell illusory. Only a miracle can pre clude e war in Europe . After the meetings in London are over every country will settle down to a r ealization or war and to prepare accordingly. The catastrophe may be 

The President, 

The White Rouse, 

Waahington. 

averted 
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averted for a time but if the Hitler Government is not overthrown a war in Europe is as certain as the rising sun. It may be a matter or s year, two years, five years . But that another contest with Germany ia coming ia universally conceded now even by the moat oonaerva, ive. 
This certainty or war we mua t recognize and accept aa an established fact . I am sure you are aware of the situat ion but it is disturbing to get petitions trom peace societies, one or them signed by prominent college Presidents end a retired l{.ajor General, protesting against the National Defense appropriations or the present Con­gress. I suppose that even if these well-meaning people were to visit Europe at the present time they would remain unconvinced. 

I am thoroughly sorry Congress did not pass a Neu­trality Act giv ing you discretion to include materials other than war munitions in an embargo. Arguments opposed to this have not changed my viewpoint that it would give us a powerful weapon in a warring world. 
An observation of t he Gen;an Ambauador might be wor t h passing on to Mr. Hopkins . He aaid that it was tar better that the unemployed i n Germany should be kept busy making ammunition and war materials than that they should receive relief in the way or a dole. 



J1F d1a Joaaa-

1 ... deltptec~ to lbd roan o~ 
llanla tunttett. oa ., 1'1.....,.. ' ' • a two znt1 
..S• ta tbe •tn •. 

Bile uolt1 t 111 7 eUll to 
OODU-~ J:Wope. aa1 tile It taatloa 
ob••c•• tza- ~ to ~. 

ftt=JI OYft lleze Ill I to M Ia 
prettr «004 1b•pe - eoolall7, eoonoaato•ll7 
aD4 polltf.oel),.. .. bad a 'Pl"""4 ... u. 
tlaat peotiCl tbe bla Aa Dl" lD Bal ta•n. 

LA • bow lttn JQa • ;Jot to 
OJ 7 'k 7. ftlee wU1 •• of oa1 ... • uk 
1102'k to 'b1 4CPM blat l h .......... .. 
pan at ._ a i*'ID .Ul aot PI 11 II atU 
aft. tM ODawatlOMe 

•• ., -- ncuda. 

lloaiJcrable Joa. OW'·• 1 
tr7d_. • tn•• 
wu .... 
Psln'• 
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PERSONAL AND 

Dear wr. Preeident: 

r 

7:5 
Warsaw, December 26, 1936. 

I went trom London and stayed with Bullitt in 
Paris, saw DaTe Morris in Brussels , and then went to 
Berlin where I tou.nd Dodd laid up wi tb a cold and 
talked to him while be wae in bed. Be tinds the 
Winter humidity ot Berlin nry trying and euttere a 
great deal, he told me. 

XTerywbere there was a persistent rumor that you 
contemplate some sort ot move in turtherance ot peace 
1n Europe and I hope this rumor is not true unl.ess you 
intend to act under certain conditions precedent . I 
am certain a Wilsonian pronouncenent 1n tavor ot peace 

·while it would create a great etir would be torgotten 
1n two weeks 1 tillle . Also any attempt to usemble the 
leaders ot European states tor a statement ot their 

ob,tectivea 

'l'he President, 

The White Bouse , 

Washington, D. o. 

l 
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objectives and grievanoea would result i n nothing but 
propaganda and reor1minatione and would leave things 
worse than betore. 

Reallr to bring about aD)" tangible results it will 

be necessary to diagnose the cause ot existing conflicts 

and propose a program which will el1minate this cause. 

Otherwise rour preaent great preatige in Europe will be 
greatlr d1minished and rour uaetulnesa as a future 

arbiter. 

Germany is the outstanding threat. The whole 1m­

pules ot the country ia war preparation . The eoonomr 

ill a war eoonomr l!lld it this were euddenlr stopped/trom 
four to six milli on people 110uld be thrown out ot em-

ploJ1118nt. But 1 t must be stopped or the end ill a oar-

ta1n oontl1ot . About ten days ago Hitler and Goering 
aee8111bled the leading industrialists and told thSIII that 
ther must resard the preaent state of the oountrr as it 

it were at war. It they failed heads would roll. JUt-

ler ill said to have beoome 110 violent that eeveral who 

heard him had araTe doubte oonoerning hie eanity. 

Germany is in a bad way eooDODioally and faoee a 

hard winter with a proepeot ot senuine privation. 

There 
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Thera 1e a shortage in gralna 20 per oent. ot laat :rear'a 

ooneumption. MOreoTar consumption muat be greater be-

oauae ot the pronounced shortage in tats . Already the 

people are baing rationed on tate and dairy produota whioh 

many thi.nlc 1a the beginning ot a draatio ourta1J.ment in 

tree oonaumption ot other tood. 

Thh lowering standard ot lh1 .. ng has bean bro\18ht 

about baoauaa ot the failure to tin4 markllts tor Oel'IIWl 

exports and the limitation ot German imports to those 

materials requilita tor war preparation. J.a auttering 

beoomsa more aouta the people will grow diaoontantad and 

there will be aTidanoe ot aooial unrest unleaa they are 

ottarad eoaa oompanaation. Suoh oompanaation should be 

~ 
another 4s:aatio stroke tar th.e enhano•ant ot German 

world praatiga with a resultant proapeot ot a batter lite . 

It you will axamiue the record &inca the beginning ot the 

Nazi regime you will tind the~ almost aaoh aix months 

there haa bean auoh a ~troka by Hitler. Soma ot 

thea& atrokla han bean tral18ht with great peril ot war, 

auoh aa the one nina months ago Wilen the Rhineland waa 

militarized, but the natura ot Hitler's leadership ia a 

daring one and haTing gabled auooautully ao tar it 11 

onl.r 
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only reasonable he will oontinue his same audacious 

internation&l polioy, 

Tl!e llltilnate issue 1e betnep Germap.y and Rus!!1a, 

not between Communimn and raoism or between forms ot 

government and political philosophies but between the 

intense internationalism& ot Germany and Russia, Here 

is a proud, oapable, ambitious and war-like people who 

are denied a tlll.l and happy lite "llllile on the same con­

tinent the Russians, orude and unoouth, three hundred 

years behind present day civilization, are in possession 

ot the wealth or an empire, The day or reckoning is 

ooming on this i ssue - it is only a question or time -

that is t he ultimate issue . 

What the immediate issue will be no one oan tell or 

when it will arhe, Some say Danzig or ~emel, It 

eeeme more probable to aa8\llllll that ne:r:t epring wen a 

probable social conflict will occur in France Hitler will, 

as he hae in the past, take advantage or this and move in­

to Bohemia with its tour millions or Germans, The danger 

will then not oome rrom France dupite ita obligations to 

the "Little Entente" but it may well be that the ultimate 

enemy, Rueda, will deoide that the tiJDII has ocme to re­

sist t he inevitable German aesault, It will be improbable 

that 
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that such a war can be co~ined to the Eaet ot Europe. 

The tuture locka dismal., unless aa~~.ething can be 

dons to relien the economic condition ot Germany, in 

return tor ita assurance to stop or dtminiah ita great 

r earmement progrem.: The recent speeches or both Eden 

and Blum had thia thoue;ll t as their inspiration. The 

question is what can be done? A prominent French 

journalist 1n Berlin told me that the French Ambassador 

there had a definite progrem and asked me to disouas it 

with htm. Ot course I could not do so but I shall 

write Bill Bullitt to take it up with the French Foreign 

~iniater 1n Paris. 'l'llis same journalist spoke about 

credits on the part ot France and Gr eat Britain and 

more broad trade opportunities tor Ge~an:r with these 

countries. But it is hard to see hOlt' Franca can lend 

abroad any substantial sum
1 

tor financial people say 

that they do not see how the French Government will bll 

able to finance itselt attar February. Nor 111 there 

anyth1ns to indicate that Great Britain 1e ready to 

accspt a tlood ot German imports ann it :rrance is 

willing. All tar as we are concerned Germany owes us 

three billion marks on priTate credita upon which no 

AMr1ou 
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.&merioan innstors, with the e:z:oeption ot those holding 
the Dawes and Young loane, oan get payment in dollars . 

But all theee queetions are tor the experts. .Ul 
I have written is onl.y to emphasize , 14r. Preeident , 

that, in lQ' opinion, it would be a gran mietake to 

attfl!llpt any aed1at1on or peaoe susaeation 1n l!uro~ at 
the present time without tiret having a detin1 te progrllll 
tor the i.l!lpro~nt ot oondi tiona 1n Ge=any. ll'urthez.­
more any d1souse1ona should, in =7 opinion, be oonduoted 
in grea teet seoreo:r. Nothing should be known until the 
program 1a ready tor e:z:eoution. Then and not before 
oan a proposal be made tor the tuture peace ot Europe. 
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Warsaw, February 6, 1937 . 

PERSONAL AND GUlli U£21 a: a 

My deer Mr. President: 

I have thought ot you very feelingly these days 

with the strikes, the floods, and all the rest of your 

gentle worries. You must not bother to write us over 

here for I know how every minute of your time is taken 

up. You have many other things to do besides writing 

letters. 

I anticipate your thought by the suggestion of 8 

Polieh-Czeohoslovak elliance but the conception of such 

an understanding at the present time is entirely fan-

testio and unt hinkable . Ever since I have been at 

this post the bed blood between the Poles and the 

Czechs has been one of the outstanding teatures of Pol­

ish international relations end e mutuality of inter­

eats between t be two i s sa remote today 8S a working 

ellianoe bet,..en Russia end Germany. 

Poland is the poorest country in Europe end I 

must tell you very confidentially that I will be 

surprised 

The Presi dent, 
The White House , 

Washington. 
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surprised if it can survive economically another ten 

years . The country is without natural resources, is 

over-populated, has no definite economic or political 

policy. 

With Czechoslovakia t he economic situation is 

entirely different . This is a strong country from 

t he viewpoint of resources and industrial development. 

In fact Czechoslovakia , in t he absence of international 

complications should have e bright future . But to 

think of the Czechoslovak army, vmich has a standing 

strength of 200,000 and can marshal in time of war 

nearly 2 ,000,000 men, marching wi th a Polish army is 

fantastic . The feud between the two countries is of 

long e tanding and 1 t grows worse i nstead of better . 

Joe Davies ceme through here two odd weeks ago 

and I have been listening for "au secours" ever 

since. Perhaps it has been too cold. I think he 

is snowed in and frozen out . 
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Warsaw, December 31, 1936. 

My dear Ltr. President : 

I herewith submit my resignation as 

Ambassador to Poland , to take ettect at 
your discretion. 

I t has been a privilege to have 

serTed under your leadership with its 

outstandi ng r ecord in foreign attairs 

and ~ epochal achievements in the 

further ance ot peace and I am deeply 

gratetul to you tor the opportunity you 

have given me to have played even a 
small part in the writing ot this record. 

The President , 

The White House, 

Washington. 

It 
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If I can be or any service in the 

future, either to your Administration 

or to you personally, I will consider 

your wish an order or my commanding 

officer tor whom I shall always haTe 

the greatest esteem and respect. 



~ ·~I • I -~ 

Warsaw, Poland. 
January 7, 1937 • 

..rw •• 

My dear Mr. President: 

This is the first opportunity I have to ccn-. 
gratulate you very genuinely upon your great work 

in South America. I am certain the erreot or your 

visit will be tar~reaohing as far as the .American 

hemisphere is concerned. Your speech at Buenos 

Aires created a profound impression in Europe but 

I must tell you very trankly that now, scarcely 

two weeks later, its influence has been largely 

dissipated. The people of this continent are 

concerned primarily with their own troubles end 

above all they have a very realistic approach. 

There is a tenacious belle! in diplom.atio 

circles that you contemplate some sort o:r move 

toward the pecitioetion ot Europe and only a !ew 

days esc there appeared a story 1n the Polish 

press 

The -President, 

The White House, 

Washington. 
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preee that rou were coming over here to preeide 

onr an international oonterenoe. I II: DOW th1e 

h entirely Without foundation ret I oan not re­

eiet writing you again that, in my opinion, any 

internntion without aome apecitic remedT tor the 

dittioultiaa oTBr here would not only be unavail­

ing but would be a m1etake trom the Tiewpoint of 

.American preatige. 

I do not know Wbat we can do. The out-

etend1ng menace to peace, or course, is Hitler. 

No one knows Where he is going; probably he , 

him.eelt, does not ll:now
1 

and this accounts tor the 

lack of direction and apparent vacilation i n the 

foreign policy or Great Britain and the continent , 

My sources or in1'orm.ation conVince me that 

Great Britain will be preEared tor eventualities 

in the •-r or 1937 and this should change the at-

m.oephere coneiderably. Unti l then, it is my be-

lief that the Bri tieh hope to hold Germany by con-

oiliatory meaeuree. 

I do not like to clutter your very 111\lch oTBr­

cluttered deell: with letters but I do want to impreee 

upon you the tutilitT ot attempting any gesture 

toWIU'd 
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toward Europe at this time unleea this be baaed upon 
reeliatio remediea tor the relief or exiating 

trouble a. 
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Ware•, J'ebruar:r 11, 1!137. 

P!:RSON.AL AND oea•r unap 

My dear llr. President: 

I have thought or :you Tery reelingly these da:ys 

w1 th the atr1.11:ea, the tlooda, and all the rest or your 

gentle worriea. You muat not bother to write us over 

here tor I kn.ow how eTery minute or your time is taken 

up. You have Jll&ll7 other things to do besides writing 

letters. 

I anticipate your thought by the au~stion or a 

Polish-Czechoslovak alliance but the conception of such 

an understandi ng st the present time is entirely ran-

tastic and unthinkable . Ever since I have been at 

this post the bad bl ood between the Poles and the 

Czechs has been one or the outstanding features of Pol­

ish international relatione and a mutuality or i nter­

ests between the two i s as remote today as a working 

alliance between Russia and Germany. 

Poland is the poorest country i n Europe and I 

must t ell you very confidentially that I will be 

surprised 

The President, 
The White House , 

Washington. 



• 

' I 

f · • • ' . 

auprS. .... S.t U .. ..rrl .. 11 s=tMU7 _._ Ma 
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onz<-popula~ ... b.u DO .. f'UJ.te eoo~o or pol1~1oal 

polio,-. 

W1~ CzeohoaloT&kla ~· eoo~o 11~uatlon 1e 

entir.l:r 41tterent. 'l'bi1 i1 a etr011g oountry trom 

~e viewpoint or reeouro•• and industrial development. 

In raot Czeohoelovakia, in the obeenoe or international 

oomplioatione ehould haTe a bright future. But to 

think or tbll CzeohoeloT&k 11'1117, 'llllioh haa a standing 

etrength or 200,000 and oau marshal in time or war 

nearly 2,000,000 men, marching with a Poliah army ie 

tantaetio. The reud between t he two countries h or 

long standing and it growe woree i nstead or better, 

Joe Davies cEI!Ie through here t wo odd weeke ago 

and I have been listening tor "au aecoure" ever 

since. Per haps it has been too cold. I think he 

is snowed in and rrozen out. 

* "·"======= 
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Warszawa June 2, 1937 . 

NLT The President, 
White House, 
WashiJl8ton. 

Presented my credentials to-day STOP I profoundly 
appreciate this opportunity you have given t o represent you 
and I shall do everything within my power to justify your 
confidence Margaret joins me in a ffectionate regards to you 
and Mrs . Roosevelt Faithfully yours. 

Tony Bi ddle,Jr . 



rs f: 

•:te.rsaw, July 10 , 1937 . 

L~ dear I~. President: 

Duri ng the r ecent visit to ' ie.rsaw on t ho part 

o f lr. !:atthe11 : loll , Vice Pres i dent o! the Alnerican 

Feder ation of Labor , I had the opportuni t y to di s ­

cuss vri th hin various 1'nctore relating to the labor 

situation i n t he United states and e l sewhere . 

t:r . '.loll was r e ceived as the Alnerican delegate to 

t he : tarsa''' conr,ress of the International Federation 

of Labor Unions upon the extension of menbership in 

that body to the /~erican Federation of Labor. 

As I r ealize t hat the l abor si t uation bot h a t 

home end abroad is of interest to you, I take 

l/ pleasure in tor wardinB herewith a copy of nr,; con­

fidentia l memor andum incorpor a ting l lr . \'loll' s views 

with respect to recant developments in labor cil' cles . 

J:arge.ret and I have a lready bocome e xtr enely 

ent husiastic 

The Pres i dent , 

The \'/hi to J!Ous e , 

"ashington, D. C. 
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onthuaiaatlo Clbout our new post . I t'ind the work 

tre~ondoualy inter estinc aa well aa Poland and i t s 

people. I am digsing in t'nat and I hope to be ablo 

to send you a oonstr uo t ivo aunnory of the situation 

in thia pert ot Europe i n tho nenr tut uro . I oon 

not tell you h<m proud ond happy we bot h are nt 

your having appointed us to represent you hero . 

\lith Tt&rnest r egards, I aM, 

Feithtully yours , e-v 
----76()~· 

Rnoloaure: 

l. Copy of despatch ::o. ?~ tor­
war4infl rtemorandun ot r:r . \loll ' s 
views on the labor situation. 



!Jo. ,II, •-. lUl7 10, 108'7, 

llubJeota 'l'ranal.Uinc -rand1111 ot ~. Woll•a 
Tt ... w1 th NIIJ>eot to reoent denlop­
.. nta in the labor oituat1on in the 
United Statee and elaewhere, 

IO'!!J1114llJJtt." 

'!'he Honorable 

Sil': 

'lhe se-.,.,. ot State , 

1faoh1ngton, D. o. 

.-lta • · - ... n Lib..., 

DHL~~IFIED 

With reterenoe to WJ deiiJ)atoh No. 70 ot 1uly a , 

1937, on the IIUbJeot ot the Wareew Oonueee ot the 

Illternational J'e4erat1on ot Labor UD!ona, I ha" 

tho honor to into:no the Depart.->t that L!r. llatthew 

11oll , Vioe Prea14ent ot the Allariaan J'edllratlon ot 

Labor , •• r-eet"d aa the Azllri01111 del~te to the 

Oongua upon the extena1on ot -barlhlp ln the 

International J'e4erat1on ot Labor Un1ona to the 

Aaerioan J'a411'at1on ot Labor. 

'Dilr1126 Ur . Woll' • stay in Warsaw, I had the 

opportun1 ty to 41aouu w1 th h.1lll n.rloua taetara 

relat111& 
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relnti~ to the labor o.1 tuntiot. i n the United States , 

and I t lllte pleallUI'e tn torttordill(l hcrerli th 11 conti-

1/ dontial m noro.ndum 1ncorpornt11l(l hia rtews with rea­

peet t o recont deTelopcenta i n the labor aituation 

1n tbo United States and elsewhere . 

I waa 1mpreaaed by the tronknesa and sincerit y 

'Wit h Whiah !Jl' . >loll apoke to rJB llnd toel that hie 

r •arke may be ~t special 1nte~eat to tltoaa l'edernl 

agencies Which are oonoarnod with labor nattora. 

Reopeettully yours , 

A.J. Dreeol Biddle , Jr. , 

Enclosure: 

Jlo . 1. lJeaorandWD ot ~. Wollt 0 
T1-• 'W1 t h r upoot to re­
oen t de'Yolopmen ta 1n tho 
labor a1 tuatlon in the 
u·n1 ted Stat es and elaewhero. 

ell0 . 4 
In Qulntuplioato 
AlllB/IJU! 



:lllol.owre llo , 1 to da~atoh llo , 711, l'uly 10, 19:5'7 , rron the bbe .. y et Wueaw, POllllld, on t he GUbJeot ot "'l'rana-1111 ttina -randiiZl ot ~. \loll' e Tiawa w1 t h ro~ot t o reoent doYelopoents i n the labor eltuation i n t ha United Statea and elaawhere. 

Uatthw Woll , i n m:r oonnraation with him durins 
h1a Yiait bore , atated i n etteot the tollaw:I. Jl31 the 
rMeon liaraaw had been ohoaen .. t he meati123 plaoe 
r or the Oonsre•• ot International Federation ot Trade 
'Onions -• the toll.owingt 

'l'ha Britieb and Prenob labor organizationa, worlc­
ill8 in 1J11U1Y re8l)eote aloll(l the .ame international po­
litical linea aa their reapeoti.a 00Yornmente, bad en­
sineared t he moet1118 bore in order to appeal. t o the 
laborine olaaaee or Poland and other -u neighboring 
etatea to brins preaaur• on their re~eot1Ye ClO.arn­
=enta t o r-in indapelldent ot the intluenoea ot t he 
larger neigbborine atatae, Both Bri thh and J'ranoh 
delegatee were oarerul not to mention the latter by 
name but their identitiae were obrtouel,y Oen:18117 and 
Italy, Br1 tain realized abe c ould no longer dartni te­
lT oount on her ooloniea aa in the peat and required 
aome tia e yet before attainina her propoaed peale in 
=ent. 'l'he Doldn1ona Oonterenoe bad ran.lted in e 
demand tor a rraah examination ot Britain'• poaition 
na-l-yb Oerlaa!:l)'. '1'11• Br1 t111h Air roroe and NI\Y)' 
would be up to atandard in e1shtaen mntha, but a 
oontinued deoli ne in en11atmente would pre.ant the 
~·· bo~tne up to propoaad atrangth by that tl.JDe. 
Oonaoription would undoubtedly oall tor a general 

h'mtlln D. Rooea..lt Llbrvf 
DF.Cl~~IFIEO 
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eleotion. Henoe Britain' s preeent a ttitude in rea­

peot to Spain n.a well ae her ourrentl)r adopted noana 

of oiroumnnting Oer!llllllY' a att .. pts to &a in oontrol, 

in one oa~aoity or another , of soaller etatee 1n tb1e 

part of l!!urope, Inoluding Sir Walter Oi trine , Presi­

dent of t he Interna tional 7ederation ot Labor Uniona, 

the ?arioua delegatee to t he Congreae had deliberate­

ly ginn Woll the following impreeelont i f 7ranoo 

won 1n Spain they belle?OOd Poland would baoorne the 

aoene for t he next teat between the two ideologiee , 

Tb~ 01tr1ne, at t he .,.ati ns on luly 2nd , had al­

ready publioly etated he belle..,d it would be OzeCiho­

elo?aki a , he aubeequently confidentially told Woll 

be r eally beliend it would be Poland. Oi triM, 

moreO?er , bad told Woll t hat , in hla opinlon, the 

two ideologiea , J'uohlm and COIIDUlll.-, had different 

a1ma but applied aillilar 1114thoda tawarda obtainill6 

their reapeoti?e ObjeotiTIIo 

Woll ' e d110Uia1one w1 th ?ari OUI delegatee had 

gl?an ~ the impreaaion that l abor o1rolee looked 

tor a m.l.litary 41ot atorehip to replaoe Stalin ; auCih 

a 41ot atorlhip to bo f ollowed by a gradual braakins 

up ot t he So?iet Union into autonomoua atatea. Rore­

DTir, thAt Oormony wao e xerting 110 11 ttle intl uenoe 

t owarde this end. 

Regarding the Oomintern , l'foll aaid that n an 

'l'rote!Q' and Lenin oamo t o power, t he y were taoed 

wit h a laok ot ad~uately armed end equipped , aa 

well aa ooord1nate4, defense. Henee, emons ot her 

aiM, 
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•iu, th• oata'olieluoent ot: tJ\A Colllint~rn envianG<~d 

hol41 116 ot 'ony other nation• ..t l oh rJ. ·ht winh to 

intflrnne in 'lovtot &trnire Aurinc t ho t on:athe 

etftGea ot orc;an111111{1 t ho Conaun1at ntate. ':'he 

ColllintAr n d1rootod i t5 et'torto Al one tha Unoo ot 
~ •iuoide jo'o" , towarda int ernally weakening, it: 

not ori pplil\ll , and t hus hol!linr. ott t he opposition, 

~, !Allin and ':'rotaq, eo to •PAalc, aus.nented thoir 

awn datenai?e toroee by su~aiYel)' enliattns tho 

aupport ot u larp • portion u pouiblo ot: t he 

other nationa• nan.~. rroll had pill8d the 11:\­

preui on that tho Co:ll.ntern• a ett:orta ......, DOt our• 

r entl:r provi l\ll u ett:eati ... on t he Continent u i n 

the paet, einoe they had proTOked a toroet:ul reaiat­

anoo . llanaa the Clo=iDUrn he4 t urnat to t he llhited 

stat... Ill eontinuiq to Appl)' Un •thode tod~, 

t ho CoD1nt•rn &1md t o gAin -trol ot the ..aroh&nt 

l:lll.rl.De on a worldwide buh. In thh connection , lloll 

aoid t ho Oonint orn•a et:t:orta were now directed towar4e 

e&1n1nt a • t roll6 foothold i n tho uniona onsasod in 

our own abi ppi nr. industry. He added tbat thue the 

Oo:l.l.ntorn &i.Md to eontrol ooaan tran.portotion t:a­

o1Ut1ea eYentual.l)' tbrou(lllout the ""rld With the 

objoct1Ya ot br1nr.1ne about a paralraia or ahi~nta 

ot O)Oda, food, and tu:.,uni tion in t ho onnt of war . 

RogardiAS t ha internal 8\ruotura ot: t ha I n­

ternational hderatlon ot: lAbor Union a , hanoe aDd 

Beleiwo Aotuall)' d01111nated the organisation • • a 

wholA, 
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Whole . J'renoh and JlelSian delegatee plo7ed up to 

tho labor ot tho latin oountriaa, t ho Britillh 

plll)"ed ball w1 tb t he ~ob up to a oertaln polnt 

but BYOidad booomina inYOlYad ln J'ranoe•a Ooncu­

niatlo tie-up. t4on louhaux, Prealdont ot .22!!­
t&44rat1on G&n6rale du TrBYilil, t ho J'ranob dele­

gate , though not formerly O~unlat-mlnded , now 

hAd to play bal.l w1 t h tho COlii:Nnlsta tor be waa 

aaoompan.lad here by a Co~et Co::=ittae trom 

hia own labor oreftni z&tl on. Boaldea , louhaux ' o 

long-tiOIO peroonal antlpBth7 tor ~uol1n1, lod 

hlm, conacioualy or unoonaol oual:r, to 1N17Port the 

oauoe , oppoeed to I!Uaaol1111 ' a dootrlna. Tho 

Brlthh were none t oo aura ot l'rance•a poeltlon 

due to theee Coaauniat leaninca; hanoa t here waa 

on 1noreae1ng deaira on the British dolagatea' 

part to galn the oooperatlon ot Acerloan labor 

or sftnir.atlona. 'l'l>e Brlt hb ad!olttedly would r eal 

!'lOre aaoure were Amerloan labor repreaentod at the 

COngreaa . Woll' a own i:>pre .. lon wu that tho lawa 

in the International 7ederation or Labor Unions 

were atrenuouely endaaYOring to gain a foothol d in 

the organiaation• a oontrol . '1'h1a ..,.. beoomlD3 110ra 

obrtoua aYery do,y. 

Varloua delego.toa , the Bri tlah and l'renah in 

partloular , bad , tor Woll'• benet1t, deliberately 
painted a blaol< p10ture ot aoonocio and labor oon­

dltlona hare . ~rooYer , thoy had obrtoualy dater­

mined to diaoredit by intarenoe tbe pr .. ent Polic 

OOnrDMn\ . 
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Go"Yernment. 

At the same tims , Vloll had boen told that the 

underlying e1tuat1on in Poland was a Yoleanio oon­

dition due to following raotsl 

{a) Poland had u.de a grave mieto.ke in not 

haYing adopted land reform suoh oo t he Baltio States 

had done. One or the oontributing reaeons tor 

peaeonts• dittioultiea her e wee that the landed 

nobility were all...,d to r etain their net ootat eo, 

Theoe properties should haYO been aplit up into 

farms and mode available to the aurplue peasant 

population. 

{b) Peaeante• eon• were rahed on extramely 

meager liTing etan4ord until reoohing milltory age, 

They were thereupon tllk.en into the onay Where they 

were fed well and generally well oared t or . At 

the tel'lllination or the mill tery t r oinins period 

they wer e rel eaee4 to go baolc to the forma and to 

return to their meager etandord of U ving. 'l'be 

OoYernment llhould eatablillh and organize means tor 

engaging theee men after t heir training period 1n 

order to prnent 41eoonte.nt ooneequent to the draet1o 

oontraet between their welf are 1n the army and their 

eubeequent return to poor linng oond1t1one . I n was 

ot utmost 1mportanoe for th.e CloYernment to oreate 

euoh mean• 1n order t o eeoure t hue men ae pillara 

or t he State, otherwiee, t hey would heoome prey to 

the 1nnuenou ot red1oal orgonisere. 

{ 0) The 1ewe tel t t b.aaeel ..... naa41ly lleoOIIliDa 

.ore 
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ICOl'a the obJaote or 1ntolere.nao. 'l'ho:r were reHnttul, 
raertul, and bov114ere4. 

(d) In t h1a oonnootion , t ho lewo oro approhenohe 

loot a continued look of rainfall 1'10\lld •"'e.n a poor 
barre at on4 oona.-.uont bad t!J:>eo tb1a winter. Tbe;r 

felt that thie 'IIOUUI "'-"M cronter pro..,ure acllinot 
their raoe. 

[In relation to the lewieh problea bor e , l"oll 

bel10'1'ed the proble!'l """ tlmd...,entall:r an eoononio 
ono , Ho....,Ter, 1 t wno an ooonomio problem aoaooiatod 

w1 th and onphuized by the rooial. ohllr aotor1ot1oe of 
the lflflo, J 

(e ) It woe generally bel1end here thnt the 

Faaoiet element in OoTer~nt o1raloo waa behi nd 

t he present drin againot tho 1.,...., In thio aon­

neotion , the labor delecatoa pointed out that throe­

quarter• or the Oo•enment woo Paooht-minded and 

onl;r one-'!Wll'ter liberal . 9o tar the ono-11uert er 

bad auooeaded ln teuper1nc the ot horwtae aare 

4rutio aationo or the majori t:r. It -e further 

felt by t haae deleget ea t hat tbe Hitler r4clml h 

plltua tar eontrol or t hia Oo~ant. 

Aa r agarda the oontl1ot between t he Aoer1oan 

7e4arati on of Ubor and C, I , O,, t:r, \foll hoped and 

bellned ther e would onntu&lly bo tound a o01:1:1on 

grollDd wher eon the two or pn.l:at1ona ..S.~t con­

o1liato their d1rtoroncoa, In ~he t1rot place , 

Al!lltri oa wee no eountr:r i n which two naJor labor 

orr;allisatl ou eollld contlll\la a teud tor nr:r loq, 

,.1M 
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Time would aoa a change in leadership and personnel 

in bot h campo. 'l'ho c . I . o . , would probabl;r fi nd it 

necessary from tiroe to time t o alter ito course to 

t i t in 171 th l ocal or ewr-ohanging circumstance.s or 

tho day , lie then point ed out t hot so tor , both or­

ganhat1ous in their ott'ioilll actions llRd "lett the 

door open• attar ·thorn, th~ea 1~rhaps only to the 

extent ot o. oraol: and the C, I , O., still bore the 

designation ot " Committee• , Theee t acta in tham­

selvsa were s1en1ticant and pointed to t he posei­

bili ty or an eT&ntual e at-together, lleanwllile , in 

~oll'e opinion, John Lswia , consoiouel ;r or unoon­

aoioualy, hed allowed the Communist elements to 

honeycomb his or ganiz-ation - and ?loll added with 

enphaaia that John Lewie himeelt -• cartainly .!!2! 

Co!IDllUDiet- minded, In Woll' e opinion, LevJie had be­

come the executive ot the O,I,O,, moTeQent , and t hat 

t he brains behind t he executive wore Sidna:r lii l lmml 

c.nd other un-Ameri can labor taotors. l'oreover , l'loll 

added , it John Lewis did not eoon rid his ore;aniza­

tion ot this el0111ent (Which Woll emphatically l abel ed 

a s Comr.Naiet-roinded) , t hey would taka the r ains a\'fliY 

tron Lewle. lfoll held that the preaanoa or this ele­

ment in Lewis' O&r:lp had untortunatel:r served to pro­

voke o. poreono.l ant ae;onilllll between t he leadino: circles 

ot t ho Ameri can Fadar ation or Labor and t he O, I,o., 

respacti T&l y , 17oll turther held thllt , pol1 tico.ll;r 

spaal:ing, ae against C, I , O,, t he ..U..rice.n l!'adaration 

ot Labor would continue as t he pre4ominant lntluanea 

in Congress , wherelle Woll 1ook11d tor J ohn Lewla to 

han 
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have Gained political intluonoe only in t hose otot es 

wher ei n he hod wagod hie torworcl noveoent. The 

result of th1a dtuotion duri na t he ool'linr, year 

might point to the poea1bil1ty of bot h or cani zat1one• 

aeeldne e oommon ground, Llr. Woll rec;rettod t he oon­

tl1ot and hoped t hat time would eee both or can1zatione 

... i ng eye to •r•· 

A.J. Drexel B144let Jr. • 

AlDB/UIR 
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TMI M CIItnAJU' Otf'ITAft 
-~ ..... 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

August 13, 1937, 

lq dear Mr. President: 

I return Ambassador Biddle's letter to 
you or l uly 26, with t he line or thanks ror 
your signature quested me 

Faith! 

Under Secretary 

Enolo sure a: 
Letter from ur. Biddle, 
and tbs reply thereto. 

'l'he President, 

The 1lh1 te Houee. 

\. 
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VTaraaw, July 26 , 1937 , 

My dear Mr. Preddent: 

With the passing or each day both Margaret and 
I are feeling more at home in Poland. l're were 
fortunate to have arrived at the height or the abort 
"spring seaeon" dur1JI8 which the President and other 
Government officials were in Warsaw. Thie served to 
accelerate arrangements tor the presentation ot MY 
credentials. 

The occasion or MY presentation was indeed a 
magnificent, picturesque, and efficiently conducted 
ceremony. I sensed a distinct et:rort on the part 
ot the President, his Cabinet, and ot orticials all 
a~ong the Una to make this ceremony an especially 
impressive one, as a particularly friendly gesture 
to yourself and to our Nation. !.ly impression has 
sinee been confirmed on numerous occasions by 
confidential remarks by leading officials here to 

the effect that they hoped I was pleased with the 

The President, 

The White House, 

Vaehi ngton , D. o. 

details 
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details ot the ceremony, tor they had been happy to 
carry out instructions calling tor more ettort in 
connection therewith than w1 th any like ceremony in 
the past, In this connection, they pointed out that 
tor the first time on record General Wieniawa­
Dtugoszowski , tormerly a close triend and aide-de­
camp to the late Marshal Pitsudski, had especially 
requested to be allowed to receive me on the occasion 
ot m::r laying a wreath at the Tomb ot the Unknown 
Soldier (this occasion immediately followed the main 
cere~ny) . In brier, it was gratifying tor me to 
learn , by this gestura on the part ot the Government, 
the high esteem in which you and our Nation are held 
in Poland. 

t!oreover, because ot m::r proto'Und attaction tor, 
and genuine pride in you I was in no small measure 
touched by the personal remarks which President 
l~o,cicki, in the presence ot Colonel Beck, Hinlster 
tor Foreign Mtairs , made to me during m::r private 
audience. Colonel Beck, moreover , joined whole­
heartedly in support ot the President's remarks. In 
ettect, tbe President stated that you bad engaged 
his sincere interest from t he very moment t hat you 
took over the reins ot our Government. He bad 

recognized 
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recognized the widespread difficulties with Which you 

had been confronted on the very day you took office 

and had fOllowed with the keenest i nterest your 

subsequent moves, the substance of your progrlllll , and 

the methode whereby you had eo courageously and 

intelligently succeeded in arresting the vertical 

decline of prices and the panic tendency, Not only 

had it bean a r emarkabl e feat to arrest t he momentUM 

of a depression of such magnitude, but also an 

outstanding accomplishment to have sat the wheels 

of industry again in motion, and to have restored 

oontidenca, and to have given the Nat i on - eo to 

apeak - a treeh start. Indeed, this bed represented 

a great aohievemant - brought about by your own 

courageous intalligenoe , and withal, your constant 

sympathetic regard for and understanding of humanity. 

What you had accomplished had engaged the interest 

and study on the part of the Whole wor ld, Your 

prestige and influence had advanced so tremendously 

that your constructive moves in the dir ection of 

world peace ware being followed with utmost interest 

everyWhere. President t!oaoiold hoped that, in vi­

of all the many and important teaka with Which you 

were dai ly te.oed , you oould find time to rest, at 

lea at 
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leaat oocaaionally. Indeed, 'he atated with emphaaia 

that it ahould be the duty or everyone cloae to you 

to aee that you took excellent care or your health 

toward a maintaining tba t extraordinary vitality a.n4 

energy lllbioh waa contributing eo importantly t o your 

courageoua and able direction o r the Nation•• renewed 

rorward movfl!llent. 

At this point , Colonel Beck, with genuine 

sincerity, stated be heartil y subscribed to all the 

President had said. 

I than had the pleaaure or describing to them 

both my last vieit with you at the l'fhita House. It 

wae on the morning or your departure for Charleston, 

where you boarded the boat t o sail for the Buenos 

Aires Conference. It was soon after the elections 

which had been preceded by a lengthy campaign i n 

which you yourself bad eo energetically participated. 

I had never seen you in better health and spirits, 

despite your arduous campaigning activities, Indeed , 

I was at that moment more impressed than ever with 

your extraordinary combination or vitality, dynamic 

energy, and calmness. 

The Praaident was delighted to learn thia a.nd 

requested 
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requested me to convey to you hie every good wish 

tor continued happiness, health, and success. 

Another occasion Which has afforded me a sense 

ot real pleasure was that ot my meeting with the 

Nuncio, Monsignor Philippe Cortesi. He had just 

arrived from Buenos Aires, where he had served as 

Nuncio tor soma time. He is a man who, trom all 

accounts, justly gained an enviable reputation 

during his period ot service there, and even during 

the short time he has been here he has come to be 

regarded generally with affection and esteem. He 

told me with great sincerity t hat his meeting with 

you and your son in Buenos Aires had been a source 

ot genuine pleasure tor him. He had had a talk with 

you and had observed the unparalleled welcome accorded 

you in Buenos Aires. The spirit with which this 

welcome was given by the people on the streets, as 

well as by the officials, the expressions on the 

peoples• taoes as they greeted you, all had made 

an indelible impression on the Nuncio's mind. Then, 

during- his subsequent conversation with you, he felt 

that he had acquired a real insight into your inner 

self. He was profoundly i .mpressed w1 th your 

humanitarian outlook, your spiritual sense, your 

courageous 
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oourageoua intelligence, and innate kindness to all 

with Whom you oame in oontaot, Indeed, you inspired 

the best i n everyone, Besides, the Nuncio was 

thankful that there was such a truly beneficial 

influence in the world or today, He entertained 

the hope or going to the United States in the not 

far d istant future, at Which time he sincerely hoped 

that he might have the honor or an audience wit h you. 

\71th every good wish ror Mrs, Roosevelt and 

yourself, 

Faithfully your~ 

-16'tj 
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Dear ~1171 

'rbaak JCN tor roUP letter ot ~~ 28, 
deaor1blng J'Oal' nrat 111Jroaa1ofta of Poland, 
whloh roaehed .. a tow 4qa 1180• I •• .. _ 

llp'-4 to beaJo bow 1Nll 41apoae4 tbe Pollah 

ott1o1ala ...ro to ua an4 epproolatd tbo 1a-
41~1chlal .. aaagoa 1011 paaao4 oa. 'lho ftato 
Depar1IIODt tell• ae tbat 1t baa rooant17 ..,._ 

.. 1~ t'Po1l 70'1 ooao h1gh17 11ltoroat1n« daa­
patohea on tho 1nt0l"'lal polU1oal a1 tli&Uoe. 

I u .u.re that J'OU ..Ul 11laooae1ngl7 •lo7 
'laroaw •• a poet. 

81ft GePOlJ' J'O'IIJ'8 t 

!'he HollOPablo 

AD~7 '1. Drexel Mddlo, lr., 

'-orloaa Allbaasac1or, 

... _ tJ. .. , • .., . . 
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My dear Mr. President: 

'> 
,J 

Warsaw, August 28,1937( 
I < ' 

I greatly appreciate your thoughtful letter 

or August 16 which came in yesterday' s diplomatic 

pouch. I am especially gratified to learn that 

the State Department has told you that my despatches 

have been pr oving or inter est, tor I love my work, 

and have been doing my utmost towards acquiring 

a clear picture or Poland in terms both or domestic 

and foreign policy, I am happy to say, that the 

attitude on the part or Colonel Jozer Be ak, Poli sh 

Minister tor Foreign Affairs , towards me, has been 

trank and most triend.ly, Indeed, this cordial 

relationship has proven extremely helpful to me 

sinoe my arr ival here, From my own observati on, 

Colonel Beck is steadily becoming the leading 

force in the Polish Government, due mainly to hi s 

The President, 

The Whi te House, 

Washington, D. C. 

initiative, 
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initiative, hie willingness to make decisions, 

and to shoulder respond bill t:r. I find in him 

a man of courage and· intelligence, 

He has frequently emphasized to me, that 

hi e determined obJeotive is the maintenance ot 

independence and peace tor Poland, In line with 

this, he feels that it he succeeds in hie aima, 

he will be contributing his part towards the 

maintenance ot peace in t his seotion ot Europe. 

In t his connection, I have noted during our 

frequent conversations , his increasing emphasis 

on the importance ot what he calla "voisinage" -

or the good neighbor policy, In this connection, 

it is clear to me that he has taken a leaf from 

your own book. 

As regards his direction ot hie countr:r•s 

foreign attairs, he admits hie "tight-~ope walking" 

role is a difficult one. He enjoys it,however, 

and has eo tar proven himself capable ot dealing 

with the various complicated phases entailed in 

Bastarn European a1'1'a1ra, He was profoundly 

touched b:y the IUbatance ot a message which :you 

tranami tted 
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tre.n81!11tted to h1m through Allbauador George 
Potocki, Who r ecently arrived here !rom Washington, 
The Colonel told me, 1n ettect that it atrorded 
him the sense ot utmost gratification, thus to 
learn, that his own ettorts to presene peace in 
this part or the world bad come to your notice. 
Indeed , he wae !rankly profoundly touched, 

In closing, may I not express t o you my most 
profound !elicitati ons upon your grand address at 
Roanoke Island on August 18, Both l!argaret and I 
derived a real thrill trom this toroetul declaration, 
It was simply splendid l 

The George Earle's recently visited us here , 
and we bed the pleasure or oonducting t hem on a 
t our throughout Poland, visiting the mining areas, 
agricultural , and industrial oentars. At the same 
time George was attorded several occasions to shoot 
roebuck. He succeeded i n coiBing away with t our 
tine speci mens, 

Within the next two weeks we expect to have 
with us 1oe Guttey and his sisters, Ida and Paulette, 

I 
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I shall arrange a similar tour tor Joe and his 
tamily in an endeavour to provide him with aa 
broad a perspective aa possible ot the various 

pha ses ot Polish lite. 

With renewed congratulations on your grand 

apeeoh, whioh struok just the right note at just 
the right time, and again thanking you most ainoerely 
tor your extremely thoughtful l et ter, and with 
warmest regards, I am, 

Yours taithtully, 
___.,-- r.:::? . 
I~ k.:) '- J. J e_ '-'ilJ-
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P!UVA'l':i: &. QC5?377!? 

Dear !OIQ' I-

I am crl~ to hue your let tet- ft1ld I • c lad that t.'le Ch1oaGO speech hall apporentl:r IIIAde a real dent 1n CC?Y«<l''lmmlt t h1nk1nc 1n li:brope e'"'n thO\ICh 1 t 1a l'lelll"tU)' d1811.kod b)' Dmle or \be ~ft!"lt that bo1 • 

S1noe )"011 WJ"'te, tl'le cenC!"Sl a1 tuatiOil leltllll to haTe t;nt wot"llt instead or better and t here 1a no question t!v.t tM o--naJ.s.an­J'~~:?AI\IIIIe ~1nat1on 1a belnc -uncl:r sucees.­tul -- bluff, ~. ;l00011!9lhhmont 0!' -.hattrnll' 1 t llll1 ba. 

I ap:>ree1at o tha d1tt1oalt poe1tlon ot Poland bttt I hOpe thAt t he Po11all COTO!"Ment w111 not t1ftll 1 tselt compelled to do th1ni;G wbtoh would bo recazodet\ b:r t h ll denocnt1c N\tlona "• peld1n« t o o.to11M7. ?oleanllhlle all thnt we Cl&ll do 1n flftlr"! nation to !"nlae the ((Ueatlon or what ~ ~'0~ l.t P'aso1• ...... e to 113)read creatl:r throu~ ou t e world and doll1nate 1 t 011(1\t to be .. 1d snd OQGbt to b11 ~. We cannot atop the spread or Fnecta= ttnleae world op1n1on realiaes 1te ult1:11l\ta ~-

I u cnrtull:r (;lad to hn'"' ,.ou and JlarCare' 1n wnr.., 1ihere :roa &roe 11terall:r on the tlr1n« 

• 

I; 
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Uno - ooro eo 1n 1111ft7 ·~ t hAn 1t )'Oil were 1D 
Parle or Berlin or lloeoow. I t th1nco cet war .. , 
Warsaw Md Prasu• a.ild T1enn& w1ll, one or all., 
boeoao tooal po1nta. 

. . 
nonorable Anthont 3. Dra:el B1Mle, h., 
Aller1o+n f!labae57, ·-·· Poland. 
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Warsaw, October 2? , 193? . 

JAy dear ltlr . President, 

Your magnificent Chicago address created 

a pr ofound i mpression throughout Europe. Those 

nations who enj oy a c l ear conscience i n their 

conduct of for eign pol icy greeted your words 

wi t h genuine ent husiasm, and have received a 

marked stimulation. On the other hand, as Colonel 

Beck , Pol ish Llinister for Foreign Affairs, con­

fidential ly i mparted to me , it has served as a 

"Stop, Look , and Listen" sign for po t ential aggressors. 

He gave every evi dence of bei ng profoundly i mpressed 

by your statements , end fel t that you had, as usual , 

wi sel y taken occasion t o bring our peop l e to a 

genuine sense of the realistic - to face the situa­

tion as i t ac t ually exi sted throughout the world 

today. At t he same time, the speech, i n Colonel 

Beck' s opini on, undoubtedly represented an expr ession 

The Pres ident 

The White !louse 

Washi ngton , D.C . 

on 

I 
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on your part of tbe difficulties entailed in 
purauing a policy of isolation, under current 
world conditione, Hnece , it appeared to him that in 
your drive tor peace, you had wished it to be known 
that the United States was i nterested , and would 
henceforth evince more active interest in the 
maintenance of the principles contained in treaties 
to vmich t he United States was a part. 

The Colonel t hen t ook occesion to repeat that 
he considered all the ares from Poland' s ~astern 
frontier t o the middle Atlantic, as the '.'/estern 
European culture , and trom there on to include the 
United Statee, in what mip;ht be called the Atlantic 
culture . To his mind, t he United States was in­
creasingly exercising an influence on the \'/estern 
European civili zation, and that any policy or action 
emanating f r om so powertul a statesman as yourself 
would be bound to have a tremendous influence on the 
whole of the Western world. He was profoundly 
interested in aJ.l you had said, and in the subsequent 
declaration by t he State Department. The Colonel 
added t hat the moral weight or your rorcetul and 

constructive 
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constructive utter anoew , not only represented 

a formidable contribution to t he cause or peace , 
but also went far towards creating a much needed 

code of international opinion, 

l!.oreover , your address on Pulaski Day wao 

received in Government and press circles , and by 

the publ ic generally, with t he utmost enthusiasm. 
In f act, it would be difficult to describe fully 
how touched was the nation as a whole , by t he amount 
of thought and real interest which you devoted to 

an occasion which means so much to t he historic 

Polish-American relationship. 

In todey•s conversation wit h t he President of 

t he Polish Republic, he asked me to convey to you 

his deep sense of appreciation or \'/hat you sald in 

your Pulaski Dey address. He was sincerely touched 

by your friendly reference to Poland and Polish­
American relations. He added that at t he time he 
delivered his own address on that s ace occasion, he 

was conscious of the unique relationship between our 

countries in t hat he could speak to t he Polish-Americans 
in the United Stetea with a sense of confidence that 

although 
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although they bore an affection for Poland , never­
t heless, they were tirs t and foremost loyal American 
citizens . They had tound a place tor tbemselvee in 
the American community, and be was proud that they 
no a group were advancing in the forward march ot 
our country. 

The way in Which the Polish immigrants t o 
America had boen afforded a place in the national 
lite or our country, was a great exe.nple tor the 
treatment ot minorities t hroughout t he world at lnr ge, 

I cannot tell you what a source or real set1a­
raction and gretiticetion it was tor mo to have recently 
le111·ned, in street, the following. An American press 
representative associa ted •1ith a nunber or our lending 
newapapers, Jus t completed a coast to eoost trip tor 
tho purpose or making o census or public opinion in 
regard to yourself . IUs findings were characterized 
by his statement that "there is not a Chiet of State 
in the whole world who so enJoys tbe confidence, 
eetesz, and at!ect1on ot his people" , aa you do . He 
added t hat he had round that your standing with our 
people was simply amazing, and thct it the elections 

wer e 
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were to take place today , you would acqui r e an 

even greater majority t han during t he past elections . 

The only event which has artorded me as great a 

"kick" ae this s tatement , was your actual victory a t 

the poll s this l ast e l ection. 

Ber ore closing, I Just want you t o know, all 

over again, how deeply sensible and proud I am or t he 

confidence you have shown in me i n having appointed 

me to t his poet , and I assur e you that both Uargaret 

and I will always do everything in our power to justify 

your contidence . 

I am really enthusiastic about my poet, tind it 

intensely int eresting, and am very keen about my work. 

This summer has given me an excellent opportunity to 

gain a broad perspective or Polish a ttairs and to 

concentrate on the study or t he essential phases. Indeed , 

I am happy to t ell you that as a result ot this period 

ot concentrated activity I reel that I have succeeded 

in acquiring a broad and useful prospective ot Polish 

arrairs both in the f oreign and domestic tields. 

With every good wish, 

Faithfully yours, 

"ol3vt4r 
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?larse.w, Poland. 
December IOth, I937 , 

I am delighted to have your long and 
interesting letter or November IOth, and I am deeply 
touched by your having eo kindly stated that you ere 
glad t o have Margaret and myeelr in Warsaw, where, as 
you say, we may expect t o be on the firing line in the 
event or things getti ng worse . I would rather have that 
statement from you than almost anything I can think or, 
and I a ssure you that it not only serves as a source 
or real encouragement and stimula tion for us , but also 
as a spur to our working even harder towards strength­
ening your confidence. 

Temple University of Philadelphia bas 
decided to confer on me e.n honorary degree or Doctor 
or Laws on February I5tb, and I am part icularly pleased 
t o be the recipient of such e. compliment, particularly 
since its source is my native city. Therefore , we should 
like to plan being in Philadel phi a at that time , providing 
of course the situation in Europe does not meanwhile take 
a t urn for the wors e. The general cond ition over here, 
however, is still so volcanic and Jittery thet I do not 
reel we should plan to stay on the ot her side or the 
Atlantic for an extended period , f or in the event or 
real trouble , we should not went to be away r rom our 
post . Hence, as my paramount desire is t o see you, we 
shall be guided in making our plans, in r espect to our 
length of stay at home, by whatever date you might find 
available to see me . 

Therefore would it fi t in better with 
your plane ror us to ple..n to come before February I5th, 
or after that date? It would be such e. pleasure to eee 
you again , and t o discuss the various events bearing 
on activities at home and abroad . I therefore alncerely 
hope that I may have the honor or an appointment with 
you e.t your convenience. 

The President, 
The White House, 

Washingt on, D. 0 . 

In 
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I/ In view of your expressed interest in the 
future course of the Polish Government, I take 
occasion to attach hereto , an outline of what I 
consider to be the Polish C~vernment • s present 
course, and my estimate ~a to ite future course . 

We were delighted to have had the pleasure 
of Bill Bullitt•s several days visit with us . He 
is such a grand fellow, and I am very proud of 
the splendid job he is doing in Paris . I am only 
sorry that the unjustified rumours which accompanied 
his visit resulted in erroneous articles in our 
press at home, which eventually caused you the 
inconvenience of making a denial as to any off icial 
objectives entailed in his trip to Warsaw. Unfortunate­
ly, Press correspondents in this pert or the world 
have lately been given to a combination or wish 
thinking, conjuring up fabrications to stir up 
international complications , and conjectur~l report­
ing wi t hout confirming the story at its source . 
Aside , ho't1ever , from this particular unjustified 
end annoying press incident, Bil l's visit here 
proved a source of real int erest and pleasure for 
me, as wel l as a.n excellent opportuni tv for a 
constructive exchange of idees and useful information . 

Vlith renewed thanks from the bottom or my 
heart for your friendly express ion of confidence, 
which it is my constant end earnest desire to 
justify, and with every good wish , I am 

Yours fai thtu~y, I6G Joi~~)er 



Outline or Polhh OoYel'!lllent•e Present and forward LooldDC Course in r eepeot t o: 
Internal Politioe. 
l onlll!! fOHo~. POwer an - omun1.at Paot 
Yewleb Problem. 

~Bearing or l conomic Situation or 7oresoing Aapecte. 
~8nt - Cour•• · 

Ae was recently Yigorously TOiced by Marshal Smigl,-Rydz, Poland would not adhere to the oonoeptions or the extreme RiSht or extre11e Lett, but would pursue a middle road ~licr, carrying on Pilaudskl'• torwera l ooking precep~: Poland had to go forward by eYolution, not revolution, and accordingly bad to work to an objective, enTisaging the realizetion or a democratic concept. 
The President, the ~arahal, and Colonel Beck, together with others in the present Government, appreciate the importance or maintaining a democratic racade during this still rorcative period or Poland's regeneration. Accora!D8!y, they recognize the importance or maintaining a Parliament despite the decidedl y centralized characte r or the present Government. The keynote or 00Ternment policy, therefore, during this rormatlve period is: ~ oondn4ted • democracy" - that is to say, " a democracy conducted under an authority". Contributi ng to the conception or this keynote , is the Oovernment•s conviction that the masses have not yet become sutticiently educated to comprehend, in its broad sense, the obJective responsibility accompanying the right to vote in a national election. Moreover , the Government t eals , that until the masses become more enliShtened they will continue to be subJect to the sway ot subversive intluencee or the 3rd Internatlonele ae well as the continued existence or cross cur rents and the pl ay or other externally inspired rorcee, Hence they reel convinced that at this ~tg~e an electi on or national scope would result in a-aiel e y radical turn. In this connection, thoee Government orricla1e who ere regarded as competent and experienced observers or Slavic maes­psycbology, earnestl y point out tor example, that our country's libersliem which they observe is called "radicalillll" by our reactionaries, has a"cailins", whereas in contrast thereto, the radicalism or Eastern EUropa and or Poland in particular, bas no "ceiling", and miSht be expected to serve as a "sboe~orn" tor BolabeTiaa. 

The Marshal , second only t o the President in authori ty, made this declaration in a recant radio broadcast, as hie answer in behalf or t he Polish Government to rsca.nt widely published rumours or a totol1terian tendency. 

I now look tor Government inner circles to exert e quiet but definite ettort to strengthen ln •••rT way poeelble t he Oo•ernment trent, in their aim to exercise a tirm check against communi stic and other disturbances, At the s8111e ttae the President and the Marshal who have the lntereete or the peasantry at heart, may be expected 
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to see to it that eYery ettort is made to alleYiate the i r hardships. Tbia may be expected to meet with the Catholic Clergy's approYal and support, which in turn would be 
reflected in added strength tor the Oovarnment•e position. Suob a prospective course will undoubtedl y entail the stressing or agrarian reform and t he advancement or a 
broader line or social rater.. 

Course or Colonel Beck's 
Direction or Poiana• e 
Foreign Policy. 

Although Col onel Beck, Uinieter tor ~oreign Affaire, baa been frequently suspected in the past (particularly by t he ~ranch) or 1ean1.ng towards carmany, my own observations convinoe me that he ie tirat and roremoet a Polish patriot thinking in terms mainly or Poland •a own objective poll olea, in the light ot her own interests, and following the 
precepts or hie rormer cbiet, the late Marshal Pilsudaki , with 'Whom he was intil:lately associated. Pilaudaki had 
constantly stressed the importance not only or maintaining an equilibrium between the forces on Poland's ! astern and Western frontiers, but also the importance ot building up ae good friendship as possible with Oormany during pwace times, as well as or maintaining correct normal relatione with the Soviet. This formula enviaegod Poland's ability both to rehabilitate herself economically, socially, and otherwise, and to construct bar deteneos, militarily, sociall y , religiously, and otherwise , against vmat Colonel Beck (in carrying forward Pilsudski' a line or thought) considers the "Wlll.mited" menace ot Bolshevism. In contraat to Colonel Beck's regarding co~unism as "unlimited" ~enoce which seeks to penetrate every element-rn the structure or national lite, be regards Germany aa a " limited" menace, whose aims are at least ear-marked-.-1<0 my mind, this, among others or the late Marehel'e convictions has been the guiding influence in Colonel Beck ' s direction ot Poland's foreign policy. 

Notwithstanding the impression given by propaganda from the Soviet and lett press both ot France end Britain, the Polish people , as a whole, with the exception or small Francophile sections both or aristocratic and extreme lett circles, are in accord with Yinieter Beck's caretu.l but "aotiYe neutrality" policy. 

Poland Recaine Outside 3 Power 
antl-communlet Pact, 

Aa regards Poland's position in respect to the 3 power anti-Coomuniat Pact, I am definitel y or the opinion that Kinister Beck is determined that Poland reme1n outside. Among others, t ho following important factors contribute t o Minister Beck•a stand in matter: (a) Poland is opposed to the formation ot hostile blocs in Europe, (b) due to Poland'e geo-politi cal position aha could not attord to 

Join 
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Join a pact, Which tor her , would carry such potential 
ditticultiae in respect to her Eastern neighboure. Poland 
must at all timee maintain that delicate balance between 
her Eaetern and Wee tern neighbours, a,nd therefore must 
partioipste in no undertaking WbUb might tend to upaet 
the equilibriuo Which abe bee eo tar succeeded in maintaining. 
Besides, Minister Beck is oppoaed to Poland's Joining any 
pact which holds either unforseen complications tor her , 
or the possibility ot passage either ot Russian or German 
troops over Polish territory. Poland's bitter experience 
in the letter respect baa taught her a lesson. (c) Minis ter 
Beck would be in a tar better trading posit ion via A vie 
Britain by remaining outside the anti-Communist Pact than 
by Join,ing. Once Poland might have joined, she would have 
become identified merely as following the root-etepe or 
the other S maJor members, whereas troa a tactical stand­
point, by remaining outside, there always exists the 
pouibil1 ty ot Joining; in other "'ords, a "card up Poland • a 
Sleeve. 

Indeed, I definitely teal Minister Beck , in 
directing the course ot Poland•a toreign policy, constantly 
keeps hie 1ye on Britain's movements, end that hie estimate 
ot Britain s fUture action playa an important role in the 
Minister's formulation or Poland's long-term policy. To my 
mind, in terms ot European considerations, ~iniater Beok•s 
tondest aspiration is a close tie-in with Britain. 

Jewish Problem. 
Covernment 1e Concern. 

The Polish Government ae a whole are sincere and 
earnest in their eearch tor a solution ot the Jewish 
problem, the baais or which ie mainly economic. In view 
ot their urgent need tor, end existing lack or capital tor 
industrialization, and in search tor a tangible solution , 
they emphasize the necessity ot emigration outlets, not 
only t or the Jewish element, but also tor the surplus 
term labor. In stressing this point , they are motivated 
both by their constant concern not only over the rapid 
rate ot annual increase in the population as a whol e, 
but also over the problem or finding "economic room" tor 
t his steady increase in an already economically over­
crowded community, Which tact , they realize, contributed 
to a volcanic i .nternal political condition. 

Government•• Courae. 

In estimating t he Government ' s near tuture course 
in relation to the Jewish problem, I am aware that there 
has been no amall amount or pressure brought to bear on 
the OoverDIIIent trom financial, co:z~~~ercie~. and preu 
aourcee abroad. Despite this pressure along a broad tr6nt 
however, it ie my opinion that the Government may not 
be expected to make any major concessions, unless 
absolutely essential, On the other hand, however, the 
Government may be expected to re-emphasize ita deprecation 
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ot physical harm to the Jews and their property, and 
in this light, to re-double ite errorte to protect them. Moreover, I believe the Gove~t will continue to regard the problem mainly in the light or an inevitable 
economic struggle . 

Bear~ o~ Economic 
Dltrouitlee. 

Economic distress more than political discontent ie mainly responsible tor unrest among the peasantry (who comprise about ?I~ or all the workers or Poland) . 
As a matter or tact, most or the political agitation is stirred up by individuals or the extreme Right and Lett groups in the cities and t owns with the scattered support ot professional politicians who regularly represent the peasantry. 

Moreover, i n spite of prevailing economic 
difficulties, tee Government deems it essential, in order to assure Poland's independence a.nd peace between the two ever threatening heavily armed torces on her Easteen and Western borders, to contribute proportionately large sums from the national income towards the upkeep 
ot military defense, at least during this period or European tension and uncertainty. These proportionately heavy military appropriations unfortunately work hardship tor the Polish people as a whole, in terms or the standard ot living. 

To my mind, anything which would tend substantially to contribute to a cure or Poland ' s economic ailments, might conceivably be reflected in the Government's giving more vigorous and emphatic expression to its long term objective or achieving a democratic state in the true 
sense or its meaning. 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 28, 1937 

Ky dear Kr. Preaident: 

In accordance with the request contained 

in your memorandum whioh I received yesterday , 

a cabl e today has been sent to Ambassador 

Biddle authorizing him to take leave of ab­

sence any time after January first so that he 

may reach the United States by February 15th. 

He has also been advised that you will be 

glad to see him upon his arrival in this 

country. 

Believe me 

ly yours, 

The President , 

The White House. 
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\'lsraaw, Poland . 
January I3th, !9~. 

!~y dear ~r. President , 

I am so touched by the fact , that you, 
i n the midst of all your tremendous work in all 
fields , thoueht to send me your welcome letter or 
season's greetings and express i on of apprecintion 
of our Christl!les and !lew Year• s greetings to you. 

v:ith further reference to your letter 
of November ICth I937, to which I have already 
replied on December IOth I937, I heartily concur 
with your expressed concern over the conflict of 
purpose between democracy end the totalitarian 
conception. In fact, this conflict bas daily 
engaged ny own serious concern . Indeed , I ac 
serving in a part of EUrope which is constantly 
subjected to the erose currents of various conflict­
ing ideologies, end one does not have to be super­
sensitive to feel the terrific pressure which the 
advocates of the totalitarian doctrine constantly 
bring to bear on t he lauding statesmen, both here , 
nnd in the neighbouring S te tee. 

Of relati ve and general bearing, I 
feel a review of the European trend in r ecent years , 
shows , that the political attitudes of meny or the 
smaller States in t he Eastern and Central parts of 
Europe serve as barometers of the estimated degree 
of Britain ' s and France's desire and ability to 
"deliver", in terms of Article I6 of the League 
Covenant. 

So far, Poland hae manifested effective 
resistance against this totalitarian pressure, and it is my earnest hope that this country will continue to 
pursue , during this , her still regenerative period , 

The President, 
The l'lh1 te House , 

v·ashington, D. c . 

t he 
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I/ the late Marshal Pilsudski's precept , envisaging 
an eventual at tainment of democracy in the full 
sense of its meaning - meanwhile, working t owards 
this objective by stages , in an evolutionary 
process. This entails among other f actors, the 
education end preparation or the mentality of 
the masses to .accept and tully appreciate the 
responsibility accompanying both t he privilege to 
vote, and or having a voice in the direction or 
their country' s f orward movement. In other words , 
so far, the predominant l eading element or the 
present regim& has evinced its adherence to 
Pilsudski 's idea of 'l.dvencing during this regener­
ative interval along the lines of "democrflcy conducted under the idea of an authority", s condition, which 
from a Western viewpoint would a ppear t o be inconsist­
ent with pursuance of n strictly democratic concept. 
However, in t erms of Eastern EUropean viewpoint, 
such a course is accepted as an evolutionary process 
compatible with t hei r forward looking program, 
envis&ging an eventual realization of democrooy. 

Since I arrived here, it has been 
my cons tent hope, the t in my own way I might 
discreetly serve through my daily contacts, the 
cause of democracy. Towards t his end, I have 
earnestly endeavoured to gain the fr iendship and 
confidence of this country 's leaders , in order 
that our relations end conversations might r espect­
ively be friendly and frank at all times. Through 
my efforts along these lines, I have aimed at gaining 
a position whereby I might discreetly offer construct­
ive suggestions whenever the opportunity might 
psychologically present itself. Indeed , in these 
times, I reel that this question is of greet import, 
and I am looking forward with the utmost pleasure 
and interest to talking further with you about it, 
when I have the honor or calling upon you during 
our forthcoming visit to 1'/sshington. 

nesnwbile, .. 
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2/ l.'eanwhile, aside from British Prime l'inhter 
Chamberlain's reported renewed determination to 
bring about a general European s ettlement in order 
to give Bri tain e tree hand to attend to the Far 
Eastern situation, the present period on this side 
or the Atlantic might be characterized: (A) by an 
even greater intensification or armament, and; (B) 
a statio condition - an inclination on the pert or 
everyone to " s it tight", with no apparent intention 
to revise their respective positions . 

Margaret joins me in every good wish for 
you and L'rs . Roosevelt. 

Faithfully yours, 

--roc;J8,~~ 



) 

Ritz Hotel, London . 
March 3rd, I938. 

My deer Mr. President, 

I cannot tell you bow much Margaret 
and I enjoyed our visit with you, It was a real 
pleasure , and we genuinely appreciated your giving 
us eo much or your precious time during this 
period or intensive activi ty, We bed a most enjoy­
able voyage on the Uanhattan, and the many hours 
ot conversation we bad with Joe Kennedy were our 
chief source or interest and pleasure . I have 
always liked and admi red him, and this opportunity 
to diseuse matters in general and exchange ideas 
with him has added a further stimulus to my affection 
a.nd esteem ror him. It is comforting to know that 
we have in this post a man or such broad vision, 
courage or his convictions , and clear perspective 
in terms or our objective policy. 

You will undoubtedly recall my remarks 
in respect to reported efforts on the pert or Mr. 
Hoover's associates to arrange a visit tor him to 
Poland in such a way as to lend the visit some 
ottioiel col our. On my arrival here I was greeted 
by a letter rrom North Winship, Cherg& d ' Affaires 
or our Embassy in Warsaw, the subste.nce or which 
I feel might interest you. Winship informs me 
Mr. Hoover has now extended the scope or his 
itinerary to include Vienna, Prague, Helsingtora, 
and in Poland, to include ~d;r: , Krakow, and warsaw. 
His European" advance agent; John Hartigan, European 
Comoissionar or the New York World's Fair, arrived 
in Warsaw several days previous to Februs.ry 26th 
to prepare the ground in advance and to set up the 
machinery to serve aa a aource wherefrom an invitation 
might issue . Hartigan went first to the Foreign Office 
where he interviewed the Chief of the Division of 

The President, 
The White Rouse, 

washington, D. c. 

Alllerican 
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I/ American Affairs; he then consulted representatives 
ot t he various charitable organizations through 
which Mr. Hoover had worked, and with which he had 
been affiliated When in Warsaw 20 years ago; 
Hartigan then called at our Embassy. It developed 
that the invitation was not to be extended bt the 
Polish GOvernment, but by the group or organ zat1ons 
above referred to, and that Mr. Hoover would stop 
March IOth in t<Jdz, to receive a Degree from the 
University there; March IIth at the University of 
Krakow, where he had already received a Doctor's 
Degree; then the day of March 12th, in Warsaw, 
arriving in the morning , depar t ing at midnight, 
headquartering a t the Hotel Europe jski . 

,, In the int tial stages of Hartigan's 
Warsaw manoeuvers', Winship had been approached 
informally by a Foreign Office official and asked 
whether the proposed visit would i n any way embaDrass 
the Embassy or myself. Winship had replied that he 
understood t hat Mr. Hoover's contemplated vi sit 
was a matter entailing his own personal interests , 
and thot he would come to Poland in s private capacity. 

I was interested to note that Winship had 
detected a certain uneasiness on the part or the 
Foreign Office officials when the news f irst broke 
in the Press with r eference to Hoover's proposed 
visit. Coupled with the published announcement ot 
Hoover's intention to visit Poland, was a Press 
notice that he had spent t he day with Paderewski 
in Morges, Switzerland, as well as an article 
intimating the possible presence of Paderewski and 
his secretar y in Warsaw during the forthcoming visit . 
At that point the Chief ot the Cabinet of Colonel 
Beck, Minister tor Foreign Affairs, (then absent 
from the country) had conferred with Winship . The 
Cabinet Chief had prefaced hie r emarks by stating that 
the Government and the people of Poland welcomed the 
opportunity again to greet Mr . Hoover, but, as 
Winship of cour se knew, many changes ha~aken 
place during the past 20 years ; that although 
Mr . Paderewski was held in high esteem, he was 
growing old and a number of opponents to the present 

r.overnment 



2/ Government had attached themselves to his entourage. 
He would appreciate therefore Vlinship' s communicating 
thie to !l.r . Hoover, t'or be :t'elt sure that ltr. Hoover 
would not wish his visit to be used by any opposition 
group for political advancement or demonstration. 
Winship bad accordingly warned "advance agent" Hartiga.n. 

In connection with the above information , I 
tail to understand bow John Hartigan in view of his 
capacity or European Commissioner of the New York 
World 's Fair reels called upon to come into the 
picture a s ' advance agent : ' 

~~argaret and I ere arriving in warsaw l:onday 
morning ~arch I4th, ~~ioh ceans that we shall not 
be in Warsaw during ldr. Hoover's visit on Saturday 
!larch I2th. 

With our every good wish end r enewed thanks 
tor our grand visit with you, I em 

Faithfully yours , 

'"CJ 'J3;~d' . . &-
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Warsaw, April lOth !938, 

My dear Mr. President , 

Pursuant the letter I wrote you trom London regarding our plans , Hargaret and I returned to Warsaw on Monday, !Jarch I4th . ur. Hoover had departed from Warsaw at midnight March !3th, 
~.lr. Hoover's Upon lilY arrival I learned that the Polish Warsaw Visit . Government had gone to considerable pains to avoid his visits• being interpreted in an otticial light. In tact, aside troo Polish President Moscicki ' s having entertained him informally and quietly in company with his personal starr, no runctions or official flavour were held during his stay in this capital. 

\':ord subsequently reached me t hrough discreet and reliable channels that his "advance agent" and tallow traveller, Mr. J ohn Hartigan, European Commissioner ot t he New York \'o'orld'a 7air, had expressed the Joint sense or disappointment or himsel f and Mr . H. over the latter's reception here, adding, it was the only capital they had visited where l.!r . H. had not been treated as an official guest. 

It may interest you to l earn that in his hour and a halt's conference with Cardinal Hlond, the Polish Primate , I ascertained authoratatively t hat hie conversation was characterized by an inquiry as to what was the Cardinal's opinion on the merits of Fascism; what it held to tempt youth, end how it functioned to maintain youth's interest. At the same time, Mr. H. had explained there was a di vision of opinion among the leaders of his political party at 

The President, 
The White House , 

Washington , D. c. 

home 
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I/ home as t o t he posaible adoption of fresh methods to gain the interest and support of youth. At the conclusion or the Primat e's lengthy explanation on the basis or Yascisa•s appeal to youth (naturally however the Primate is opposed to Fascism) Mr. H. bad expressed gratification at thus being enlightened by so expert a.n observer of human psychology . Whether this means that Ur. H. may be expected to try out some of the "Fascist melodies" on the "0-0-P piano" , in an effort to tempt youth into t he Republican fold , remains to be seen. Nevertheless, my informant, who wes present during the interview, gained the impression that !Jr. H. bad evinced more than common interest in some of the features of t he Fascist system dealing with youth. 

On the other hand, I feel that the following might amuse you: Shortly after we returned , the Br itish Ambassador , a f riendly, amusing personality, possessing an extremely dry sense of humour , turned to Margaret at dinner, and asked: "?.by were you not here to receive Ur. Hoover?" t:argaret replied: "It 
~~s not possible, due to our limited time and busy schedule en route to Warsaw. Besides , we had not been notified as t o the exact date of his arrival , until we had arrived in London, from which point we began ou.r busy schedule entailing conferences at our Embassies in London, Paris , and Bsrlin l" The Ambassador retorted: "Oh come nowl you might have arranged t o be here, if you had wished. After all, 1~. P. . is a former President or your country. For example , should a former King of my country plan to visit Warsaw I should certainly lllllke every effort to be on the spot to greet ' ll.iml " t!argeret thereupob turned to him, and said: "Well that ' s just splendid ! We saw t he Duke end Duchess of Windsor in Paris, and t hey hinted that they might consider visiting warsaw i n the near future. Now, after what you said, I can inform them that they can count on your being here to receive them with open arms" (of course Margaret was only kidding him) . At that Juncture the British Ambaesador• a eyes widened almost to the popping point , and with nothing abort 
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2/ ot a gasp , he hastened to whisper in her ear: "Oh t or Heaven ' s sake! you don't mean itl Well, I'll make a deal with you , and that i s: Let us drop the subJect i mmediately, and if you will agree, we shall never refer to i t again!" 
Atmosphere in 
Eastern and 
Central EUrope In this part or Europe the atmosphere mey be characterized by steadily increasing tension, All States , including Pol and , eas t and south ot Germany, l i ve i n constant apprehension as to which might be the next victim of Hitler's expansion program. 

Colonel Beck's 
Role Here, Colonel Beck, who, since the Polish­Lithuanian controversy , has become mor e then ever t he master of Polish foreign policy, is directing t he course of his country' s fore ign affairs even more cautiously then ever. In pursuing the course laid down by his former chief , Pilsudski , Colonel Beck is engaged in an effort to make fr iends with Carmany at every possible t urn , in a play for time , wherein he hopes to strengthen Polend•s defensi ve position against what Pilsudski anti cipated , and now he, Colonel Beck anticipates, en inevitabl e eventual conflict with Ge~ny. 

\Hth the corridor end Danzig questions looming as potential difficulties , Colonel Beck to mY mind , might not be expected to do anything effectively towards establishing his long envisaged neutre.l zone from the Baltic to the Black Sea , and even perhaps t o t he Aegean, until Britai n will have become ful~y r earmed and France will have s et her political house in order, end brought her air force t o effective standard , making an Anglo- French front capable and wi l ling to take en effective and active stand in checking Germany ' s aspirations for t he control of Europe. As a matter of teet, I en aware that the Colonel entertains undisclosed but vague hopes of playing a role in a possible counter policy vis ! vis German power pol itics when Britain and France wi l l have reached the respective af orementioned standards. l!eanwhile, I do not look for Colonel Beck 

to 
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3/ to come out in t he open with a policy which might 
be interpreted by the Germans as anti German in 
spirit or effect . 

In other words, in vi ew of Poland ' S geo­
political position and the aforementioned circumstances , I do not bel ieve Colonel Beck would risk provoking 
German suspicion and ire by exposing his hand in a 
l ong r ange scheme , entailing bl ocking , or cutting 
across Germany ' s drive to penetrate the Danubian 
valley . Colonel Beck may therefore be expected to 
play for time , and t o conduct his foreign policy 
cautiously and quietly . 

Today•s attitude on t he part of the Foreign 
Ministers of most Govercments in this part of Europe , recall to my mind that extre~ely amusing and appropriate truism which you cited during our delightful visit 
with you at the \'/hi te House : to the effect that a 
"Mug-Wump" was one who sat on the top rail of the 
fenc e with his "Mug" on one side, and his "WUmP" 
on t he other. I t would now seem t hat some of the 
statesmen of this category are finding the top rail 
so shar p , that they are in t he urgent search of a 
cushion. 

Mar garet joins me in every good wish for 
Mrs. Roosevelt and your self , and in renewed thanks 
for t he charming hospitality on t he part of you both 
to us during our recent stay in Washington. 

Fait hfully, 

-r C!Z(J ~ 'tt.tl f4_ ' ~ 
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Apr il <!7 ' 19~ .1 

Oe&r Mr . ~ol ntyre : 

I attach copy or a deapatoh, 
No. 434 , of Apr i l sixth, from Ambassa­
dor Biddl e , marked • str ictly Confi­
dential For t he Preetdent &nd the 
Secretary' . 

Quite ! r ankl y, it 11 not apparent 
to ua here why this particular dee­
patch shoul d be sent to the Preaiden t , 
but in vi ew of his specific requeat , 
we call it t o your attention. 

Assi s tant 

The Honorable 
Uarvin H. Uci ntyre 

Secretary to t he President , 
The White Kouae. 
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llo, 624 l.areo,w, April &, 1038, 

SubJeotl Trial or ~0 oll n; o4 Coanunlot 
esJ.tfttors , an4 oonno<>to4 b•e.r­
l ng or oubet anoo of convorant1o na 
i n h16heat polloo an4 nl.ll tory 
o1rolf'la, 

§!J II f#AL 

'l'be llonorablo 

Gi rl 

The Soorete.ry or Cltete , 

Wee ·i n&ton , D. o. 

I have t ile hon<>r to repor t t hat on April 5 , 

l fl38 , 39 pernona , arongat. w! oa were o .Tew1eh women , 

elloeo4ly ""mboro 01' II ulll t&nt COIIIIWliet orc~t:11Z&­

t1on , went on tr1el bot orn the llarellW Dlat.riot Court , 

oh~r~ed wi t h high troaeon , ant1-•ol1eh propocando , 

nnd oetobl~eru:...nt or COIIDUIIi et oelh in tho :'ol1eh 

G.r'Q;J'• 'rhe loader or the "'sa.na" ,a rao1a.l Pol e , wa.a 

roloeeo4 i n 1034 after II yadro 1 prieoncen\ tor 

s1nl.ler 11at1dtiea. or the r._1nins nuabf!r or the 

li8D 
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re 
aen aaauaael , 1!3/ lewtah an4 6 aro Gent ile a. t'he 

1J141otaent oonta1Jia obarr,ea t hAt tho dotendanta 

were oloaoly oollaboratillj; wi \ II t he l.loaoow Coalnter n 

to•nn-da lliiAiwalnlns tho l 'o lleh &rJQ' with a •1 .. 

or br 111111ns about oh1l wu and t ho 4own1'el.l or t ho 

exlotlnu ord~r t n Polnnel. 

D\11'111& t ho t ir.ot dar ' • trial , tex ts or l .. atleta 

el.l•ll"~ 41atrlbuted b)' the a ocuae4 <Jere r N d i nto 

\he court reoord . In au'batanoe the ao l Nif l e t.a 

rejll"eaanted en lll)~el t or t he 4 .. truotlon or 4la­

oipllno 111 t he 111'117• lloreo .. r , a op1ea or teleu­

.. ,. road into \to o:~urt re.or4 l l ... uatratins !tow 

t ho plotwra 1ntan4oel to proot>e4 towarela eohio•1nr 

t heir object! ... 

Datdla or on tllarael -ret cantor alao •-

to lleht , • • well aa t h o IMt l.oda tar thft Cllatrlbutlon 

or ., .. ,. ue lutruetioaa t1o t o• nt 1naubor41nat1oc. 

ID thle OOIUleotioa , the 4et e n4enta 'n1"B eoouaall o f 

41atr1butl.l:& ..,. • U7'1nll troa 10 to 150 poun<~a atarlln& 

to-rda OU'TJ'1JI« out t hei r aub-ferai •e JU83i0D o 

'Yetaran preaa obaorYera are or the opinion t ha t 

the Dllt hot a allege~ ""-' l ored b;r the defendant• , • • 

ao t.r re.ae l oel ln t he erial , -ra lelentlce l t o t hoaa 

whlah \hn rirat Ruaal an ro•olutlon&rl c a aQPloyod l n 

br l ngl ns about t he 6la:ruptlon or t he Ruaal an IliPcrlal 

J.ra7 l n ltlY. 

o r oonneoteel int er at , hlsh• at pol io a authorl \le a 

41aoloaeel l n rq recent oOA• arNtloruo , their aeerat 

roporta re .. aled atMA7 1nare .. a 111 •bTerel .. aotbl\ha 

or Coalnt «<'n ar-nta througbout Poland. lolor ... ar , 

-"' 
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Mora\ polloa auii&Df'" • Wit.. other col.lllt.rlea ware 

1n41oat1aa a1Allar oon41t1ona , • loll r;;r ooz:potent 

1n1'on:l0Ult ollaraoterlud u "llyater1oal aot1T1t7" , 

add1na that t lla ourrantlJ 3t al1D-rww1eed 0 oo oo~era4 

to t ho foruer TrotekJ-opportuniot .adu. operandi 

ot t be COQ!ntorn , ~na now rotlooting the hand ot 

.-ta11n , i n t hat ~:~any ot t ho t orD T eeenta bad al.raa4)' 

bellO rapl aoed b)' a aoro 1ot•l• 1 aot type , end that 

their eubTarahe a ott T1 tin .-.re dlreotoo4 aloa,; efta nora 

eubUe and 1ne141oua U lll'a thCUI in ror~~o~~r daya, (See 

.., deapatoh llo, 380 or lanuary 3 , 1038, ) 1CJ tntoJ"UAt 

110reonr roaarko4 th11 t , unr ortunoto t ooll8h 1 t n1cht 

be , tho root tha t \!~ t nat aoouzml.at tna polioo doaUe11a 

hero , aa well • • t hooe or aeoret pollee or eanhoti ona 

i n other oontlnental oountrloe, l odi ooted a pred~neooa 

or l-• """'liG the Coaintern etentll , n1ebt be axpeotad 

anntuallJ to be r atluate41 in \lie l115bt o r a hor411hip 

aealnat the l- ... Wbola , at le&Ait Oil tha Continent. 

'l'o _. taind , lila r-Ica wro a1pir1oant, 1n •law or 

Ili a bein& ~ to • aa a libel'al i n t..,.... or rulal 

and rallstoua ooa.14oratl ona . 

Oubee !uently , ooa of t.hh ottlol.U'• oloaa 

uaoolatea , w14•17 tra'falled and rooogn1zo4 aa a 11&1.11 

ot Ubar.U Tiewa and br oad lotelll..~enoo , otrored the 

tollovina opinion wtt.ll appuant a1ncer1t;rl JII"OT14tna 

a lepan .. e-6oT1at war w1.a>1n ~ DeXt t.a pva 

ooul4 be looalha•, 1 t a1c llt perhapa FOft \be ooa 

"aolutl oo" ll(talnat the ruropaiiJl oontlnaot t. O'ftl'­

han&illg •naoa, 11!lioh ba p1etura4 oa \M Comnw r n'• 

anT1aa,;a4 
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onrt-4 oppoMual \}' \0 IOJII'M4 llheoa ""'oll&bou\ 

T.\lrop<t 1 \ha\ J lllloW!'a whOA l:urop<t a1gh\ ha'fe -

lnw on ooonao:&l.o "\all- aptn• , w1 Ul a aubMquoo\ 

w14oaprot\G ~lo,....., , r e w l \11111 ft'o• \ be .. w..eUon 

p01n'' a hn1'1U& be., roaoho4 in the onuam'e 1.n4uav1 ... 

It waa \haretore ralnt1Tel7 1ntere o\in6 to nota 

that a:r wb8aquent oonv eranU on with b laJ:IeU td.lltarr 

au\borit1• • d1aolooo4 ~telr opinion t hot a J opanea._ 

Sortat war within \be n~xt Y" U an4 " hoJ.r woo allooet 

i neTitable. 

..... B 
AJPB/-
(In quintupl1oo\a) 

#-\ TAlJ .... ~v 

t..J . DroDl B144.le,Jr • 
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W:UORAt!DUU FOR !JR. UclllTYRE 

There is encl osed heret'li t h copy or 
a despatch from Ambassador Bi~dle marked 
•strictly Confidential tor The President 
and The Secretary• r egarding Poland' s 
activities in connection with the 
Pol1eh minority in Czechoslovakia. 
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/ DU .. .:>:.!OAT.E 

110. 428 Warpw, April 7 , 191!8. 

Subjoot: Energ7 ot r oland ' s act1Y1t 1ce 
i n connec t1ot1 w1 th l'ollall 
Minority in ~zeaboelovokia 
attr1buU<ble to l'olioh ott1<>1al­
do=' • un41ealoaed , but 61•­
oernil>l& deep-lylnn w1r.lety 
onr 1ntena1fiou1on or Ueruan 
po .. er poll tie> a. 

l!fgg ?! con rnr y fl 

'l'ho Honor able 

01rt 

Tbe Oeorotary or Gt at4 , 

liaohtngton , D, O, 

1 havo t.ll8 l\Onor to r e r ort tllnt s:t 46117 

obaerYtttie>ne or t he turn ot vvonta 11. t bie pnr t 

or TUJ"o,~>e , and t ile e "teot t llereor an r ol1eh poll<>y , 

l eoOa aa now to peraQ1YA .wen ~· dl etl notl)r, 

eYldonou ot Beoll: ' e W>4erlylng ao\lYe l..n hh current 

d1reotlan or Po llell toul i!JI poll• J• 
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Ill tho flrat plaoe , Beok 'a eno,-gotio aoti on 

Yl o-a •YlS t bo l'olioh tlincrl t:y i n 0<0GboalDTilkia 

oo~ea a s no aurpr l &O to mo , tor no I 1nt oraad t ho 

Deportr.lent ln 117 d.,.ptttnb flo , 1!118 , llovomber 26 , 

1937, ~DO 8, p~ge 1 , Beok hnd 1ntorned ae t hAt 

Wle Polish 131nor1 t 7 ""'' 14 olair autono110uo a4Jdola­

tra t 1on S.....dia t e l:r , ln the nent tha t <'oer ,..n 

1 nt luenoe lad to e like ola 1m by t he ~daten Deutaoh , 

It l a now beoor:dn;; ateadil:y olaarer to !Ill t at ,in 

the liebt atrlotl:r or Poland' s own lonn- rRDge defensive 

polioy, Book'o enargetlo eot1Tit1oa ,taro~~ t ho Polish 

preaa , and otfloial r epr o .. nt s t 1ona v1a-a- v1a the 

C~ooh Oovern.~nt ftnd l n oonneotlon wi th t he Poli sh 

minorl t :r , e.ro ..ot1Tot •4 111\l nlT liT M Wleer l:rlna 

aorloua apprehonal on •• regards Ooraony ' o potentlel 

~ea. I an a~o Beck 1e oonoerned loo~ t hrough 

l ntanairled d1plonAtio = 4 poll t1o.U.-econon1o preM\11'8 , 

t ha Oor-.na auooeo4 1n br~ltlf; tho Cz<><>h C'.overnnent 

around to uaklng a "dear wl t.h GermtJey on al l o r 

Dohollio , or .Per hap a evu.n on t he \'Jholtt o t Czechosl ovlllda , 

bllfore Poland :debt. 8\loonod l n hor ef torte t.<> bring 

about autonor.J:y tor hor o\'tft t>.lnori t y 1n C!!e oboalovnlda, 

In thh ooMeot.ion I huve boCl e.uthor1t.ot.1Ya ly 

l utor.od ln 4tr1ot~at nonrl4enoo t.ha\ Poll oh ~lit~ 

1nt ell1s-Leo aerYlna'a r • porto 41 aola .. \ bora 1• o 

divlalon or opinion i n Oeraan ott1o1al oll•nl .. s 111tlor 

had bl.therto U..4 eventoually "' 1nolude 1n t he neioh 

only t be Oert>aJt li1Dorlt.y lnbabl\1114 the OorwJ17-wuda 

tri uge& c.f Bob..ta , Oboraaa h~ut Clenu.n tdlltary 

alreloa 
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oirol .. ftra now urpllfl l nolualon or the •c1>D1a 

ot Doheaitt, '!'he .. n1U\&r'y aut bor1\1ea .....-. pol n\-

tn, out tbe~ suoh • """"• trou a a tr ... sio a~dr.obt , 

would atrord OeraAAJ aa axoallaot Yanta~o point, where­

from a bo ~lent r ndl eto her lttrluenoa e~tootl••l7 

eaatworde ant. througnout O~oohoolovaklo . I hove t ol n.t 

tho 4 l at1oot lapraealon that the .. rororta bavo to oo 

-u 4o..,-eo contrlbu\84 to 4leoorn1blo aoxlot y 1A tho 
Pollah 

i nner olroloa ot thoi"Oovv~~~tut, 

aloo oonoerned leot llitler et t he b• ok of hie eln4 

.,l r)lt Yiew>llza t ho axtttnaioo ot German poll tlool one 

eoono o hegemony rl&ht down tho Danubi an Volley, to 

t.t.o Dleok .ioa , w1 tb o.n ov.nt ual aye to t ho Ulcrain -

t ho 1nol~ont ot Cer:aa11 odhorCIIlce on tho port ot 

the • ollah lllaa1Alan a l norlty bJ ..,aoa of dlreot or 

1n41reot oootnot throueh un ovent uallJ Cerman-oontrolle4 

llunc~~r.r. The :Pol iah Oov.rruoont r"oopl::ca •that e 

dll.ll{;er potential 0.1"1:11111 o ~ntrol ot lllllli:UJ would hold 

for l olen d . ID4eod, thia l rltt rea41l7 a! t or<! Oora.t.nJ , 

throUGh t ho Rung..rl oo aiaorltloa 1n Czooboolov&kl a , 

a 41root or l - 41root owntaot " lth tblt l ollab-Ukreinl an 

alnortt;y, 

I ban p l nod t ho 4htlnot 1.1q)ro .. 1oo troa II)' 

ooovoraatioAa 1JI on'lolal olroloa, that !lor~' • con-

....... uoaa • 1111 Boel< Clur!JI« t.bo r~·· vi a l t. hero 

i n aarl7 ro.....,. , teal\ tloorotolJ with tho prollloa 

w1111 Wll.lah _,111 J'Olaa4 aJII6 lluca>'7 W\l.lt lie tooot 1 n 

\lie 
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\ ho ..,.,., (o) o~ "" _.,. •• o n~1nu"4 ••a~lli'O 

ox•uatoo , o~~~e (II ) ot l ot •Ml flootl on t ~_..rft&AJ ' • 

IUO!liootl 'DO '1'1W-dO C~C"O ;oftlO'I' IItJo , 

In O.lOJ:oo•ion .-1\.11 f.ll•• ,.,,,. olll&, lln4 ot 

i r.por \ant :-.lnt1Yo be~trtft(S , I e:s .,..t"o \~\ •eolr , 

w ooo actlona era l thft ~ln tr.oaoblo ~ t bo 

t n• ot.t n·•o o~ hla~ole I'Ulotel!"• , biUI u...t t<~rt•otten 

t l.n late • n.r~.&l ltwctod ' • lo~ - r ""f.o <lroe w~ lo~ , 

ooo.,r4 l n t a b o to>l'1'1"r friondo , I'D'rlo I'd "aouortl 

.. u !'ro t.'lo Dol tic to t llo .. b.ol. Ao , ao " wo•co lf 

ott t., .. ln~ U.o h"o""l"o :>Oaltlun of o<o ot.llw t n 

anoll a:> eroa , tO' ~· r"alat lJI , aooor41n to 1):-

• •'1' a op~re. nal~o, •n "Yenturl •114 l n0'1'1tablo 

'""- n trtYn eoat.warco, In t his cOMootl o., , llsuclati 

w e hoop<~flll \hr t M o .. o"tulfl clireo t t.uuo ~ ...1 •• t to 

reou: .• IHi bot'"""' u lan• o.n~ •W'Wl'J• 'i'llt. c ould bo 

brvu•~t obou • o 1J' throurh " oorrtcar i n ('I\Oo....,oloYokill , 

l):su~lll' 1 -.or-o .. .,,. , acot.r4lll, to 11;1 o.o-.petont l ;•for unto, 

t.eC! a; ttolr•te4 thet o1ut d&T c..raa,.,. would ,..aob out 

tor t."" lu~otao , w J.ob. 'tJOult' be • • 1IPI"l tor l ol~ 

onr ·"~ ..ry, in \l"' 11:" t of tl•1r """'roa ... u ..... 

lon,...l"• ~. te#•"oi"" polloloa, , ., ur~ ou\vnooq ror 

t lc111r r "o oot1Yfl atr.or1t.1eo, betar.- Cl<tl"Uil)' ::l~t 

ho•• tiM 111.tt.•r to obaorbe tl..<' ortu>lo of Ca.~to.oool.oY4l:.le 

or eetn o ... ntrol ovet" l.~..r:r t lii'OU/'11 poll tloal , 

eoonoldo , Ulll 1!1pl01Mt.1e r roaeuro. ' 1):11\ld.aU ll"d ;>oi ted 

out , t ho. t 'b)' \.'u- o #or.,..ntlont>cl .., ove o a lone o .. ulll 

• oh ol 1 111. W\&1',17 .ceoeocl ill ro~nc 41reo\ wiiAh 

towu6o ot.irte..lD/1 tllalr roo~otlft oor11aohe pe>oitlono 

aaotnot C..~n 'pO>netr.,tJ.on. l):or.aCiaki b..eO f'Olnte4 ou\ 

mNOYtt , 
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ol1t1oal poa1tion, abe"" " a ,..4• be~,..,, Jol an4 
11M •·~VJ'. In4ee4 a -cl, • wtloll by •irtaM ot 
i t a poa1t1oo Qight roodily eer...o ~• a ahannel tor 
aaat • r or waater~ i otluenoe . lL auoh li~t , 

; 1,h~oC!alr1 a na14ereC! C:ec!.oalo• &Ua e • a "" 1o hla 

.:Or oo• or ,1fith Hitlor ' a a..,e ter.oy t.o po- er , 

J 1,i8\ldald ' a a;JJ ·r~t,enaiona 1~> rea •ot t<> Oenu:•.)' ' a 
Lreat to • ol<.DC! are aur,wact.ea . Inaeod , l 1,i.ru4al.1 
had Gat e ,.t-.4 llas1 .. aru! all \!let 1t 1nplle4 - ~ 

he ht1d po' a ted ou t to Deck tbe t 1\tlck IIUat ao direc t 

bu fon191 policy aa t o •ll.o trieoda 1f1 th ~l'llftll7 

i n ••~ry way poft 1blo , and aa quio\~ ha ~••1ble , 1n 

r oai tion a. einat e ennt ual end 1n .... 1 tabl a ~r.an 

atteclc. 1,ieudak1 bad , ~reov6r , poi nted out that 

the aaoel>4encr ot Iii tler to t ile power ot o d l c t.e tor , 
enablloa hiU«r to ao•e a1fiftly , 111 t.bout the oheok­
r e i o ot a parll-t ary eyatf'IO , 11111C!e U all t btt core 
eaM :ttilll. tha t J.eolt do all poaai ble ~c:a 1:Trro• 1ns 
l'olnnd ' • r elat i ons w1 t Oe~ 1n o r d&r to ward ot t 
t 'ie C!a7 wben i'ol•na abht han to ll"et Oet'IIMJ' ' • 

ohalleaaa. 

710 
.utll/-'1 

(In ~Ulatu lie&t e ) 

Co py eent 'Pabaeay , P .rh 
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DUAIITMEHT or STATf: 

THE SECRETARY 

!.!ay 34, 1938. 

!o!!:I!OI!ANOUJI FOR COLONEL !!CINTYRE 

There 11 &~tacned a fUrther dee-

patob !roo Ambaeeador Blddle wbloh hao 

been marked tor the Preetden~ . 

..... l~l:i!: 
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J>UPI.It:ATE 

Ito, 608 llaraaw, April 117 , lO:Ie , 

SubJao~• Co~nt i n Fol1ab ortioial oiroloe 
on varloue U )1410 ta ot the nnslo­
Italo llgaeiDent • tram bot h t he 
la-1Uall and Italiu at.Cllldpolnta , 

Tile 1!011orebla 

Tile S.•r•tary ot State , 

S lrl 

I have t he honor to ropor~ to t he De~aru1Bnt 

r/ 

t . ,. : ,.uowin& r oactJ.one u ~ the .1\nglo- n tlo •-u.s..,rnt 

, • .....,o .. nav.: 't..A to .o.1Rbt 1n rq contident1a.l con' ere•-

tlonu wl t h lnto%'1104 ind1T1duale i n ottloial olroloe here . 

In oubetance , 111f1 lntonaanta e XJ1reeee4 t heir oplnlon 

~hat trom Dr1 taln' • a~andpolnt tile J~ero-11~ woe, 

mntftr1ally apeaklng, oonal derably better tllan moat 

peopl e !lid anUolpawd, 
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The Dr1t1ah necotlatora had eeoure4 uoloubte4 

adYant~~,£e , They had , on paper obt ained the better 

halt ot t he ber&aln , that waa to ••J, troa o praoUoal 

otendpolnt . ItGly had to~rarllJ renounced t he 

deai()lla Whioh abo had undoubt ecU,y ent ert41nod not ao 

many months oeo nga1nat Egypt, and t ho Uritieh poaition 

i n tho Arnb atQt oa cenerally. Indeed, the moat atart l ing 

feature of t he Agrnecont waa t he d1p~onnt1o alli anoe 

Wltioh t he new troaty had aet abllahed betT.aen llritain 

and ItaLy tor the a atietaotion or their r eapeotiYa 

1ntareata throU&hOut Beat " trlca and t he Jliddle l.eat. 

Tha7 hn4 r aereata4 aphe.rea of 1At1uenoe i n t he beet 

tradition or t he old diplOIIaoy, and Br1 tain • • 01m , ex­

tanding aa it did, troa M en ris)lt awa7 to t he Pox-eian 

Dult, waa by tar t he moat 1npox-t ant or t he t wo . 

Siail arlr , Britain bad br ought Italy to renounoa 

not only an,y m.111Ur)' 1 MYal , aDd aerial holda 1n Opdn, 

her ooloni .. and 1alaD4a, bv.t \o f orego, at the terai­

nation or hoatil1Uea, ant eaonom.io oonceeelono whioh 

aha llli8ht han obte.ined troa Oenaral l'rnnoo durin& the 

oiYil war. Tbia wee an eohiaY....,nt, aa wao tho oaee 1a 

the arabi an pu t of t he ;.q.eent, 

The queation muat be aake4 , i n both 1natanoaa , bow 

t hese ot .l pulati ou would ett aot third poware, The latt ex­

were exvr • ••lt exaluded troa &nT lntar•ention or ae­

quieition t brou&bOu\ \be ~b world, 

At whoa waa thia atrlldng axalua1on raallt a1J. ed, 

Poaei blt, 1.n the It&llan •1-, oAl.t at t he ~•t 

Oonnment Whoa• acnta lla4 bean eo lNa)' aUrr1aa '9 

a vue 
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atrite ~ut the Arab and l'.oalelll oountrieo t r 011 

Iraq , rigbt an7 to Koroooo, 'l'b.eae Bolah&vht ootlrttlea 

had ovtllial7 not be.., abeent troa the rdndo ot the 

Br1t1 ah nesotl atora , 

It ""'' d11't1oult , ho,.ovcr , t o ov..rlook the pooa1-

bil1t7 that the Br1t1ah war e oleo thinking ot futuro 

O.raan expe.nai on, Evon the Itnl10Jla , now t hl>.t they 

were aloraed over the Dr apg Nooh Oaten , and did not 

lalow where ru. tler i n tended to nap. l:ligbt also bavo born 

this meneoe i n llllnd, 

l'lhat a:y intoni8Dta had noticed , •os that Oerllllll17 

••• &lao pua~led and nettled by thi s gesture or t he 

Aar•-nt, and eager to disoover whether or not ita 

apearhea4 waa direoted acainat thcMalvoa or agalnat 

lloeoow on17, 'l'ba Oer lii&Jla ware o.lao , it wan WUlecoosery 

to ad•, evan mor e perplexed nod worried over Itol:y' a 

renunc i a tion ot QJly poe1 tion of ocooollllo prifllese io 

Spain , tor 0eraaDT' a own oooaeaaiono would not bo oo 

readil7 siven up , being i nflnitely mor e valuabl e than 

those ctven b7 J'rOJloo to tha Itnliana, 

liorwvar, the Germane aaaWlll!ld t hat there llWit be 

e i ther 1n an additi onal and aaoret annex , or alee 1n 

t he llllnutea ot the dlaouasiona, - apaoitla 1nterpreta­

U on lllld uod&rtelr1np , elabora ting thla Y1 tal poi nt, 

The Oenaana '"'r• aleo tr71ns to OlaeoYer Wbat had happened 

1n r e opeot to Ita17'• known deelre to be rapreMnted 

on the Suez Canal Camp&DJ ' a Dlreotorate. 

It WAD qui to Olear thct Ito.l7 ha4 drOpp&4 ~e 014 

ole1na on E87Pt 1n t aat ot Cairo' a 4etera1Aat1oa aot t.o 

allow 
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allow I\&l;f a tooUDC Oil tho llUa, Oft \bll o\her 

ban4, rq 1nfor.ut. ha4 'ooc Wlabla to oont11'a \he 

raper\ \Ita\ ao.. ha4 4I'OpJ"I4 her ola1Jo \o repn .. n\8-

\lon oo t ho ll1lo Board, to which t he E87]1t1eo 

Oo'Yorllllleot nra 1 natii.Hllf enoup, oppoaad , llowaTer , 

a1noa t ho Oo~t was a priTAte oo~ , 1ta Br1t1eh , 

l"raooh and Dutoh Direotora would bo free to aooept 

Ual7 aa at le&at a JW11or partner , and rq i nfol'll4ll\a 

felt ooof14ant \hat ..ny of th- would w1ll111817 do ao , 

If \hie -era t he mTa oonto::zplatod in order to 

oirown'oot ltSJll\ieo ottioial hoaUll \7, nothiDC would, 

of oourM , 'oo Mn\1ona4 about it i n \Ito text of the 

treaty, WJ intor.&ota' raporta 41aoloaod , moreoTor , 

\hat Ool'IIIAII i 1111ar oirol"a "r• detondne4, if I\817 waa 

to 'oo adni t\84 to the Ca.G&l Di rectorate, to traaa a 

al.llllar 4-d, oona14ar1na that Oerllllll7 ' a &IIIIUal tollll6&e 

roo or<! throueh the Ca.G&l - (the tonnage of tho l!AAao 

Linea 1n J"~~:"tio\ll&r - oxoaedod thot ot tbll P , lltld 0 . ) 

AJ"II:'t, hownr, troa tha All&lo-Italo 4iplocatio 

alllanoo i n \he Arab world , \he 100at atrildn& and unex­

peotod feature of tho Agra ... nt was t ho a.iaaion of 

4A7 ax\endad rotareooa to Paloetina. (Thia roatura ia 

daTalopad at sraator laoctb 1n rq daapatah No. .a1 of 

April 29 , 1938) , 

At \hla point rq 1nfo:ruota r dtaratod their 

opi.nion the t troll BriW.in ' a own atandpo1nt, bo\h Ohubor­

lain and hh tipl-t.io 1naU...nta "re \o ba 

oongrawlatll4 OD \he fruit ot \tair laban with and 

in ao... 
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Thia wa. not \o •-Y t hat I\alT herself had 

not gained .. ,..raJ. &dTanta~;u , but auoh were M.lnlT 

auooeeaea ot preatlp , 'l'he oon41t1onal raoojpll.tl.on 

ot AbJIIinia wee ona1 naSQtiation with nr1ta1n thrQUCh 

~· l.eY&nt OD a n~• and R•ne:rl'll tooting , waa another. 

'l'he 114\arial gain we11 perhaps not ~diataly 

peraeptible, l~er , k~aol1n1 waa rid , tor the time 

be1J16, ot any Bri tiah na•al threat i n the lledi tarranean, 

and tharatora would be able to oonoantrota his diplomatia 

attorta on preTontine Oermanr trom uoaur1ng a monopolJ 

ot pol1tioal, llil1taey, and eaonoll1c 40101nat1on through­

out the entire Ballcana, exoept porhapo JJ.bania , Bulgaria , 

and Oreeca , 1n wh1ah Hi tlor might • srnoioualJ oondoecand • 

\o g1 Te Lfuaeolllli a "break", 

HaTins d1aou .. e4 a number ot t ha inportnnt points 

or tho Anglo-Ito.lo A(lro....,nt 1n tha liGht or Britain • s 

and Italy'a reapactiTa otsndpointa , t o the above a rtaot, 

~ into..-anta contidontially ro~kod upon the Dercurial 

ah&rectar ot Itlll.ian policy in r e l a tion t o t hot ot 

other atataa, In this connection , the Duoe appenred to 

be enTillasinS e nturn to t he old cloaaical Itollnn 

81J11e ot runnina two aaa aiJIIUltaneou.oly - or pl o.Jing 

t he London.a...a Ana agaiJlat thet or tho Berllll- llotte -

i n order to 4eriT• the IIIII.X1awa or protit and ootllliaaiona 

trom be 'I> aid••• In ju4g1ns the r•ll ty ot Italy' e 

put aationa on thia aoore , 1 t wee not beyond Uuoeolini 

to en tartain hope• or playins both a14aa as•iJI• 

ItelT' a -•tar till 4oullla PM ot to...er daya waa 

base4 . 
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lleoot, ~~ooq.,er , \UlOD h al7' o eeo-pol1Uo&l poo1Uon, 
tokins 11:1\o oonai deraUon the 1J:Ido~ndonoo of Au. tr1a . 
Manoa , Auotr1a ' o 1noorpor at1on i n the Ro1oh had 

oono1d•• •bl7 &ltore4 Italr' 1 tonaor poo1t1on of nntaso. 
llor fol'111r poo1 t1on bad p erlli ttod her oxpenoiou 11:1 

Ah1oa and ber oxtono1on of Itallan iJ:Ifl uonoo 11:1 tile 

n.nub1an area, 

'!'he tJ.terat1on ot Italr' e soo-poll t1oal pod t1on 
b7 OeraazJ:/' :a annexation of Au tria ha4 , 110roonr , 
alter ed Ital7' • range of tae t 1ca between Peri l end 
London on t ile on• luiJI4 , and BorUn on the ot her. I n4oot , 
the rooont turn ot e" onta ld.ght oonoa1.,abl7 reoult 11:1 
·---·•1• OD a pol 1or ot 4otonoo ot Italr' • ex1ot1n& 
pooitiono, 

n o 
AJDD/emq 

(In quint~U~lloota ) 

OF T~£ !:161tEn 
ORICIMAl 

A ntUE COPY 

no ape o t1'11117 rouro , 

A. l . Drexel B1d4le , lr, 



1/arsaw, luly ea, 1938. 

My dear Llr . President: 

For your i nformation end i nterest, I ac 

1/ attaching hereto a memor andum covering in effeot 

my recent conversation with the Chiet ot ~iniater 

Beck ' a Cabinet, Count !Jicha,t ,tubienak1. 

To oy mind , his ques tiono and r aosrks Justity 

r ecording , i n that they reflect Polish official dom's 

i nterest in t he questions (a) as to whether t ho 

United States m1ght be expected to supply Ge~any 

with war aate.rials in the event of a European 

contlict, and (b) as to Acoricen public opinion's 

r eport ed increasing antipathy tor llazi policy. 

In res roose I prefaced my renarks by exacting 

en assurance from him that he would t reat t hem in 

en unofficial, confident ial, and ott-the- r ecord 

The President 

The llhi te House 

tleehington D. c . 

l1f3)\ t . 

. ~ 

1 . 
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\lithout dwellin8 on deteUs, I endea..-ored 

to clarity our Covernoent ' a neutrality policy and 

American public opinion in terms ot ita attitude 

toworda oert ni n phoaea or Nazi policy. I hope t hat 

tho eubatnnce of IllY r oaponac moets with your approvnl. 

!!oping that you 1v111 be able to rind a t least 

" little reet troa your erduoua duties d.ring t ho 

hot aut100r mnt hs , and with every good "ish, I ""'• 

Yours taithtully, 

~~·C)-



Memorandum or substance or my r ecent 
conver sat ion wit h a high ranking polish 
officia l wherei n (a ) he disclosed Polish 
and ot her European statesmen 's interest 
in the quest ion a s tc whether t he United 
States mi ght be expect ed t o suppl y Germany 
with war supplies in event or e Euronean 
conflict , and (b) he questioned me as to 
American public opi ni on' s reported i ncreasing 
antipat hy for Nazi policy. 

The following is the substance or my informal and 

conf i dential conversation with a high r anki n!! Polish 

official. In connection with my r esponse tc his questi on, 

he assured me upon my request t hat he wou ld treat t he 

i nformati on informally, unoffic ially and i n strictest 

confidence. Needless to say, I was guarded in my 

statement but owi ng t o our close and frank rela tions, 

and t o the tact t hat he has steadily proven an exceed­

i ngl y hel pful source of int eresting information for me , 

I concluded to comply with his request in general terms, 

In response to hi s r emark that a vi tal question 

current ly engaging the i nterest of European stat esmen , 

in considering the possibility or a European conflict, was 

whether the United Stat es migh t be expected t o supply 

Germany ei ther directl y or i ndirectly with war mat erial s 

and supplies , I drew his attention tc the substance of 

our neutrality lew, and r ecall ed to h im my previ ous 

remarks ( i mparted upon my retu~rn from the United Stat es 

in March) to the effect t hat I had observed (a) t hat 

American public opinion in general was characterized by 

opposition 
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opposit i on to any entangling alli ances , end (b) a rigid 

insistence on the pert ot publ ic opi n ion t hat t he United 

States guard its rights to i ndependent and uncommitted 

judgement on all aspects ot each and every forei gn crisis 

as it developed; in o t her words, en unwillingness t o 

make advance oommitcents. I added that i n ettect, the 

foregoing reactions reflected the principles which had 

long forMed an integral part ot our foreign policy. 

I acphesized that t he majority of cy countrymen 

mani fested e strong will to "steer clear" ot war, 

believing at the same time t hat war wes not i nevi ta ble . 

Howevor, it would , to my mind , be dangerous t or opinion 

abroad to interpret this as an unwillingness to tight 

under any c ircumstances , aside from invasion. At the 

same title, it would be equally misleading for opini on 

abroad t o assume that the United States m1ght be unable 

t o retain its neutral stetua in the event ot a co.jor 

European conflict. As a matter ot feet, t here was no 

barometric device whereby we ni p,h t gauge whet position 

our country mi ght assume under unforseen circums tances. 

In r esponse to the Polish official's further 

i nquiry as to the correctness ot reports he had recently 

received regarding American public opinion's growing 

antipathy tor Nezidom•s policies, I stated t hat in further 

examining American public opinion in general, I had 

personally discerned a gr owing nntipethy tor the principles 

and practice or Nazi dom's policies; they were tor t he 

moat pert in direct conf l ict with the principles 

under lying democracy. 

In 
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In cl arificati on ot this point I remarked the t i n 

appraising the full value of this antipathy , i t was well 

to bear in mind (a) my Government ' s profound r espect for 

the rule of law i n i nt ernational affairs, (b) Ber lin • 9 

alleged implications i n the recently detected "spy-ring", 

( o) t he cl.ash of our principles of tolerance and equal 

opportunity tor all , r egardl ess of race, creed or color, 

with Nazidom' s nee- pagan policy or extreme ant i - Semitism. 

I ndeed , the effect of barbaric measures ent ailed therein , 

upon t he sensibi liti es of my l iber al-minded countrymen , 

was unfavorabl e , t o say the least. 

He t hen r emarked that my observations as to my 

countrymen ' s continued belief t hat war was not inevitable , 

had especially engaged his interest. I t hereupon offered 

my personal opinion t hat present European tension might 

be expected to be liquidated within the next year and 

a hal f, either through war or through statesrnanship and 

diplomacy. ~reover , I personally believed t hat t his 

current war- conducive t ension could be liquidat ed by 

means of the latter provided there was sufficient will 

towards t hat end on part of Gover nments dir ectly i nt erest ed. 

Throughout our conversation, I discerned his undisguised 

and l ivel y interest i n my remarks . In teet , he observed 

in conc lusion t hat he was particular ly i nterested , i n that, 

in substance near l y all phases of my observat ions had 

corresponded in e ffect wit h verbal reports on the part of 

recently returned Ambassador Count Oeorge Potocki. L!ore­

over, my remarks as to my oountrymen ' s atti tude in relation 

t o the persecution of Jews i n Germany had corresponded 

with 
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with observations r ecently and confidentially imparted 

to him by an i mportant Clen:~an diplo=t to the effect 

t hat hia Oover~nt had beooce seriously concerned oTe r 
Ambassador Dieckhorr•s alarming r eport s or a frenzi ed 

wave or sntl - GerLlBn feeling throuf!)lout the United Statoe 
due (o) t o tho "apy aoere",(b) to repudia tion of 

liability for t ho Austrian external loans, end (o) to 

Jewish persecution. 



Warsaw, Ju ly 29, 1938, 

My dear Ur. President: 

As ot possible interest and tor your intorcation 

I am attaching hereto a copy or a letter which I have 

recently written Bi ll Bu111tt. 

The substance or llinieter Beck' s remarks go t o 

show t he ext ent t o which even personal equat ion enters 

into European foreign r elatione today. 

In reading theso remarks it is well to bear in 

mind t hat a mutual personal hatred has existed bet ween 

lilnister Beck and !.!,Leger tor many years. 

In appr aising the turn or events i n terns or the 

present and or the near tuture, I note distinct signs or 

a comparative relaxation in tens ion. Several factors 

contributing to t his o~ndition , according to Polish 

otticial circles sre Paris ' reported adoption or a 

The President 

The 1/hi te House , 

llashingt on , D.C. 

more 
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mor e oonatruotive at titude towards Berlin , the 
proapeot ot Runciman ' s presence in Prague ae a 
oouneelor and observer during further Czech 
Government- minorities negoti ations , and Hitler's 
reportedly turning more towards his veteran 
diplomatists and experienced military authorities. 
Another factor whioh was ooming t o the tore as a 
helpful sign waa the apparent tendency on the part 
ot London and Berlin t o t1nd a common tooting upon 
whioh to reopen appeasement negotiations. In brief , 
while my informants here regard these among other 
helpful eigne , aa grounds tor hope t or a turn tor 
the better i n !luropean atrairs, I am aware that they 
ar e keeping thei r fingers crossed. 

As to t he near tuture, my own observations concur 
with the views ot my informants here , in that the next 
six weeke may be expected to prove a period characterized 
by show- downs, back-downs, and critical negotiations. 

Wi th warmest r egards and every good wish, I am, 
Your• ta1 thtully, 

--f~ f3.'.uu ·~ 
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1'1a.ruaw, J~y 25, 1038, 

J dtiS 2 u ?JW• ffil'ilTitU· ,\IJD T ROOUAl 

Uy dear Bill: 

I had an extremely intoreating hour ond o belt 
conYoreation with Uinieter Beck, Sunday, July 10. 
In general wo dis cueeed Yerlous impreaaione I had 
gal nod during ~ recent consultation with you , aa 
well as 1mpr eaa1one I had aubaoqu&ntly rocoiYod in 
London and Berlin, In particular, be imparted to 
mo in effect the folloWing, aski ng me to comnunl o11te 
it to you, os ho wanted you to know it. In apprecia­
tion ot your objeotiYe Yiewo both on Pol i sh end 
French poli oy,ha wanted you to haYe a clear picture 
ot the below described i ncident, i n event it ehould 
coma up aa a aubjeot ot dieoueeion, 

J'uat pr eYioua to 1Un1ater Beolt ' 1 departure tor 
Stockhola on ~ &3rd last , he bad reoeiYed a Note 
trom the Fronoh OoYera..nt in etteot seeki ng olarlti­
cation ot hie Yieww oa CaeohoaloYoltie end the League , 
On tho train to Ber lin he had personally written t he 
reply covering eaoh ot t he poi nte clearly and prooiaoly. 
Upon his arr ival at the railway station in Berlin , he 
had &1~ this Note to a Poli sh ottioi al instructing 
him to tOl'\Yard it illlllediately t o Ambassador ,t.ukaazewicz • 
Upon ita receipt, Ambeenador ,t.ukeazewl cz waa received 
by W. Bonnet to whom tho Anbaaaac!or r ead the tlote, word 
tor wor d , explaining to W, Bonnet that hie reason tor 
eo doing wee becauae the aix pointe were eo ~reciaely 
phraal'd by Winiat e r Beck t hat ono word rertaed llight 
altor t~o acnae ot t he whole. Subsequently , the 
A&baeaedor had covered the oontenta in like manner 
t o 1.!, Daladier , 

I n af tsct the contents hod clarified roland's position 
in 

The llonor abla 
Wi lliam 0 , Bullitt, 

Amerioan Ambeaaador t o Franca , 
Paris , 

Franca. 
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in r espect to Poland' s di rec t obligutiona pursuant the 
Polish-French Alliance and t he beari ng thereof on the 
Czech situation. Besi des t he contents had dieoloaed in 
affect that whereas ~niator Beck considered t hat t he 
League was passing throush u depression a nd currently 
existed mai nly i n theory he wns no t a ltogether peaslmietic 
as to the League ' s long-range outlook. I ndeed , he eTen 
ent ertained hopes t bnt t ho League Digbt later be r eTiTed 
on e basis of MOr e pr ac t i cal application to ~ember s ta t es. 

Both ~. Bonnet nod U. Dal adier had r espectively 
given Ambaescdor t.ukaazewioz the il.lpresaion of clear 
compre hension. 

Four days later in llersaw, French Ambassador Noel 
had t elephoned tho Foreign Office, s tating he ursently 
desired a n iomedi ate audience with Minister Beck. 
During tho subsequent confer ence , Ambeeaador Noel had 
conveyed to !Uniater Beck t he IIUbatance of e Note troa 
the Quai d ' Oreay pa:rportedly bearing on "-beasedor 
tukaszewiiz ' s for.er r epre .. ntat i ons to ~assieura 
Bonnet and Daledier. The aubatance o f what purported 
to be Ambassador ~a.sewicz repr esent ations wae eo 
foreign f r om t he subatenoe of Kiniater Beck ' s former 
reply to tho l":renoh Not e, t hat it .bml!dia t e ly became 
obvious to lliniatar Beck that soma individual in the 
Que1 d ' Oreay had deliber a t ely mutilated the sense of hia 
actual r eply. (Ui niater Beck di d not hesitat e to state 
tha t t he obj ect of his suapiciona wee ». Alexi• Leger 
permaaent Undersecretary of t he French Foreign Off ioef . 

At t his j uno ture , of hie conversation with Ambassador 
!foal, Ui niater Beck had become eo enraged the t i n response 
to Ambassador Noel ' s r equest that t he Jli nister clarity 
hie views on t he miaundera t nnding ao t bnt he, t he Ambassa­
dor mi ght be i n a position t o oonTay them to his Oovarnment, 
t he Kini ster had f latly r efused. Ho had t hen poi nted out 
tc t he Aabaaaador t ha t t hi s had appeared to be an evidence 
of •ome one's baTing deliber a tely aiaquoted and nisrepr o­
aented his peraonall)' writt e n repl y tc the pr eTioua Note . 

To make matters worse aeTeral d878 later, ~nister 
Beck had receiTed a r eport trom Pr ague to t he effect t hat 
the SoTiet Obief of ~eaton 1n Prague had re1118.rked to 
aeYoral colleagues and Csech ott1c1ela that Prague need 

no 
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no longer be concer ned over Pol nnd' e position vi s - A-via 
C:teclloslovaki a , tor Pol and • n position had becone clarified 
several days pr eviously as a r e sul t of l"r encb nreuure 
on l'ler saw. Thi s r eport had not served t o as suage l.li oi ster 
Beck ' s irritat i on for he hod suspected that t hi s r eported 
s t atement had grown out or some Q.uai d •Or say-inapired 
rwror. 

I n lat er checki ng up with Amba s s ador t uka azswicz , 
the ~inister had ns ccrt ai nnd t ha t ne i t her 1.1. Bonnet, nor 
ll. Doladier had ment ioned a word e long t he l ines expressed 
i n the Not e conveyed by Ambas sador lloel her e . • s a 
mat ter or f act, nmbasoador tuks ezewicz was greatly 
lurpr iaed by t he i ncident, having fornerl y gai ned t he 
impr essi on t hn t bo t h ~seieurs Bonnet end Deladi er had 
cleor ly understoo<l the cont~nts or Hi nister Ue ok ' a r epl y. 

I n concluding his disouss ion or t his incident , 
Uinieter Deck re.arked that whereae machinations on the 
part or an 1n41Ti4ual like Leger might not be expected 
to onus e a rurt>pean exploaion, at ill a ct i ons such a s 
aboTe- 4eecribe4 ODly aerTe4 aa oba t ocle a towarde a bet t er 
all-round underetand1Jl8 i n general and a a an impedinent 
to ef f or t s for a traDker and oleer er undaret a.nding 
between a!l1ea in particular. He charact erized Leger' s 
s uspect ed part i n thie inoidtnt ea "untai r pl ay" and 
as cont r ary to the rules of t he di pl oM tie game . Aa e 
J:l8ttor of fact, the whole incident had r ecal l ed to his 
Dind the daye when he had suddenly awakened to t he 
di t 1'1oul t 1ee or dealing wi th l itvi nor r , for t he latter 
had f r equent ly resorted to t .-isting lli nist er Deck ' s 
messages to sui t hie own purpose a . 

Of perti nent i nt Proot, ny fu r t her diSCUSSiOn \11th 
~1n1ster Beck on this par t icular occasion disclosed t hat 
i n r eaponeo to t he Fr ench Oover nment ' a soundings on 
Poland ' s pos i tion in r espect to Czechos lovakia , Ui nister 
Beck had stat ed i n effect that he woul d be willi na to 
haTe diecuaai ons in liar s aw on t he subj e ct or Prague , 
but not on the s ubj ect of '.l(ll'ae>< ' a pool t ion i n r e l at i on 
to Pr ague. 

l"ron ny own obeervnt 1ons , I am awar e t hat t his 
unf or tunato i noident hoe provoked the Uinist er' s ire and 

serTed 
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aerTed t o i noreuae hia al read7 uoute detentatl on of 
t•. Le ~"er , who!:1 ho 1e led t o auapeot ue t he ;:urty 
ree~naible ror detorQ1ne hla o·~ ol~ar at~te~ent or 
Pol~d ' e pos i t i on on t he pointa whloh were t ho aubJeot 
ot t he Yrench CoTera~nt• a t or aor inquiry. Indeed , I 
teol t hat he ia ~ore conT1noed t hun eTer aa to the l aok 
ot obJeot iTi t y on •• Ler or' a part und in exoulpc tlns 
both " . on ne t an1 ' . Dal ad 1er t or whom he bettra t ,_ 
ut moat reapeot and eateem, he 1a 1nol1nod t o obaraoteri~e 
poa31blc -=ooth !Unot1 nn1nt ot thG Yr enoh d1 plo~ot1o 
II&Ob1neJ7. 

Finally I a. aw3re th~t tbe " inlater'e tr1endab1p 
tor you , besides hia respect tor your own objeotiT1tr, 
oleur T1 a1on and Juat att1tude 1 haa l ed hi m to re~uaat 
me t o 1 117 before r ou bia poaltlon 1n the uboTe-deaorlbed 
1no14ent. 

To ~mind, th1a whole 1no14ent la 1lluatrut1Te ot 
bow ~raonul preJudioea on tba part or rec~ona ible 
indhidu...la oun plq a barm.tul role i n 1nternllt1onal 
rel .. t i ona. I a!!l aware ot oourae, t hut we both btaTe 
lonG known or the ex1atenee of u. Leger'• aoute prej ud1oe 
agL1nat '!!nit t er S.olt and ao to apeu.lc v1o1·"'ua olrole or 
bud reeling ar1a1ns therefrom. In ot her words a cutual 
d1al1lce. Suoh a1aunderatund1nga ure indeed unfortunate 
and to or mind t beae ten•• t1no• ot.t.ll t or ~n 1n r e•pon­
alble poa1 t iona to pooket their preJudioea i n the OLIUM 
ot appeuaeo.nt und pao1t1out1on. 

i'/1tb eTe1"7 good wiah, I w:a , 

Tour trien4, 

~ 
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Wareew, Auf!Ust 1.3 , 1938, 

l.ly dear llr. President: 

I have Just returned trom en inspec t ion trip 

in easter n Onl1oia and in the thought that oy report 

t hereon might pos si bly prove or interest t o you , I 

1/ nm attaching hereto a copy. 

I followed with keenest interest your western t r ip 

and was elated over the wonderful reception you were 

accorded everywhere. It brought to mind t hat thrilling 

dey when !.!arg.eret end I bed t he honor ot following your 

oar through the s treet s ot Philadelphi a end C~on. That 

was e rar e thril l i ndeed! 

Every day c:skes us more proud ot you,end i n turn 

more proud to be ser ving you . 

Wi th every good wish tor your cont i nued happiness 

and success, I an, 

The Pr esi dent , 

Faithfully yours, 

-r~~·B'-
Tho l'lhi te House, 

Wuhlllgton D.c . 

' 



No. 0~~ Uareaw, Aucuat l P. , 1936. 

SubJ .. t • Supplenont 1nc ~ doopat oh No . 186 
Ootobor 7 , 1g37, page 10; Furtbor' 
obaor~at1one on eoorot "fl oo41al 
ayatem~ aimed at serving aa 4eteo .. 
11no t roa Pinok v~abao to Dn1oetar 
JU"Yer; l'U.rther obaorvat1ona on· ro.ta 
and terr ain in aouthoaotorn t ront1or 
d1atr1ot , 

?011 THl'! PR.1SIDIDIT .UID TRl! S:WA!'l'A!IY 

The lionor nbl o 

The 3ooretnry of nt nt e , 

liunh1nnton , D. C. 

Sir~ 

I have t ho honor to aup,lo~nt QY do~patoh No. 19~ 

or Ootober 7, 1937, ro~ard1ng oonat ruotion or o flooding 

ayatom i n eout.haaatern Pola n<\ .u...,a at aernng aa e line 

or dafenoo o~o1no t • ~tentiel erfor t on the part ot 

Soviet t roops to oroao into Polish terri tory and to r eport 

t hnt m::1 r ooont tour or i ' l'"otion l n that pnrt1oulor or en 

brought t o light t he rol l ow1na information. 

Alon1• tl.o two t•l vera , !ltyrpa o,nd J eret , Yll\1oh run 

parallel 
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parallel eouth1111rd t o , and eQpt y.lng i n to t ho DA1uter 

Rh'er, luovo boon oonatruotod a eoriea or daas whloh , 

When a.nd 1t opened , 1110u1d be capabl e ot nood1.na 011 

i .ntenening aHa anreglna about 20 ldloweter a ln w14\h 

tor a dhtanoo or about 200 k1lOI'lOtllra , <d thi.n a period 

or eevorlll tloure. 'l'hia obetruotlon , combined •d th tho 

~uali ty o r peat y ola,y-111<0 8011 Which lioa between th~ t\10 

rhore would aeriounly 1J:tp41de, lr not ooapl etoly hinder 

t lla paeaaga or .....,. aotorir.e4 e qu ipment, 

I n tronra1na thle eou thueter n ana I wae ouetul 

to oboorvo tho roe de 41ld the terrain 1n tho llflht or tt.eir 

bearing on potontllll Dill tery operations. 'l'he road >tlo1otl 

brcU6)\t no to tho bor de r rut• 4ue aut t r0114 l.orcSw, 41ld ie 

oonetruotod and mai ntained aa ~ ,..i n ni l1 tftl'Y artery. 

Hance , up to a poi nt w1 thin about 20 kilo::iOtara trou the 

borde.r, i t ia broad &DOUIJI> tor t1110 l.lnu or hO&"l' aotori:::od 

aqu lP=~~nt , and the eurraoe up to the arorementionad point 

1e 11aoeG811ir.ed. l".ast ot eho aron=ntioned point, ho\lenr, 

ae i n t ho ooae or all reade running oaat wnrd to tho frontie r , 

thO highwe.y beOalllo vor7 nnrr ow ol\4 ooeeod to ho.ve n 

c aoadamizod aurta oa. At t hi a poi nt (whi oh aa I pointed out 

1a about 20 kilODOtera t'roa tho t'ront1er ) there 1a a TllT'f 

broad belt ot toroat runntnn north t o IIOUth , 1141ntainod oo 

a ahiold tt>r t a ot i oal purpoeu. 

I n eurvayi ns tho rollinR pl ai.na whioh oharaotar l•• 

aoutbeoatorn Poland, aod ooatinue tor aavar al hun4r e4 cilea 

.lnto the lluaaillll Olcraine , I a ained the i111Proe al011 that t ho 

terrain 1a tar better suited to oavalry ra~er tlaan to 

- wr1aa4 
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motori zed opor ati ona. Indftod , t he undulati ng nature ot 

thia part or t he country would land 1toolt a~abl7 to 

\he IIO'I'IIllliAt or depl oyment ot ooYilr)' or inranvr, i.a 

to ita lend! ng 1 taelt to t ho OpOro.tiOna or tonka llDd Other 

aotorbad a qui pt!ont , tho l:>look ollt whioh oherno .. rlaea 

\ho l and over th1o area , r ooohoe depth on tho Polish oida 

ot al:>out 18 i nohee, end in the wot oenoon io prAotloolly 

1npoeoabl e except on root or borool:>aok. HnTing roached t hose 

oonolua1ons . I can now nore r eadily underst and why the 

Polioh r:tilitary nuthoriti~ e baore llWi ntai .ned an oxoeptionnlly 

largo oovnlry eotabl i ohmont , nnd eo much horae-drown 

artillery, 

l'.xa::•1net1on or tha cop raoroo'fOr , <11 scloeeo that 

ONOh an obotruction on Pol1ol1 terrlt01'7 would throw tho 

IIOin burden or reopono11:>1ll ty oo llulunian ehoul dora ror 

the PDIISCltiO or Russi an troop• into Czeol\oalon.kl a . 

Aa near •s I could oat imato upon careful exan1nat1on. 

the cain part or the "'orl< on thie proJect hao already bean 

oompl e tod. I n foot, I l:>ali ove t but outol do of the proaont 

work which 1a mainly devotod t o t he 41881ng or aluiooa 

to OOD!l &Gt up one rinr 1:>e4 with the ot her , 1n order to 

cxpe41 te t ho 1nunde.t1on, the system eo a whole oould 1:>8 

ma6e tu :rw..oti uu u>f tiGUTely enn now i n on eaergonoy, 

During rrt tour ot tb1a 41otr1ot I - • 1ntttr oota4 to 

find that t he oOllllNJ11 ty 1nha1:>1\lng the ereo. ad j aoont to 

a large esta te 1:>elonging to Count 8 1amienak1 (whereon one 

or the lar(ltl dOJU ot the Bt7J'P• r1nr bad l:>oon oon.truote4) 

ha d become grea tly exo1te4 onr oo .. 1no14ent wbloh bod 

Juot ocourre 4. Upon Inquiry , I wo.o oonrldentlally t nro.,..,d 

tbot on tho dS)' proTiouo t he Sovi e t military ottaoh' bod 

appeared near by i n o1Tillan olothea, motoring 1n a .-11 

oar 
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ear .-4 ... atoppet - the lllllteJT au\Aor.t.Uoa• waa 

U~lJ' illto~t \b.d We puUaular ana waa !&Mar 

ai.UMn' ooa\rol and adYbal to eouuo\ Ilia tour Gaewhore. 

lie llll4 .. paned lJI tba oppoal te 4lnat10A wl \hollt .,._ 

~V.Uoa. Lear I r ouad tQat Ilia daparlllft tw- 11u aaw 

.b.d lie• aarul by the .. us, polioy aa4 tbQ\lf!SI Ilia ua11 

b.d lieu laat dur1aa oae lllsht 0 b waa p1aked up apia 

the aext 4a;r b7 t he lool.l polio a aeu a.toozow. I o1 te 

tllh to ahew b.ow auetul the mU1\IU'y ntQorlUea ue to 

~art ~· "tlood1ng area" trom i nqu1aitiYo e;rea - eapec1all;r 

t hose o~ or r llll.le o~ \ he &a't'iat. 

I waa i ntel'ee\81 0 lklr&Oftl'o l n obtoei'YU£ aoa4i\1ou 

la 't'Vi .. a tloaUn pone alene the l'a11eh-INHiaa bori.er, 

,._ l'odwo,t.ooayaka aouthward. At t111e particular point, 

I noted an exoeption 1a tba\ t here waa the abaenoa ot t he 

uorual ti\I'Ge atrllllda or barbed- wire entQll6lement a . Here 

t here 1a a Eall riYBr d1 Yid1ng t ho t wo center poet s . 

Instead or the .. rea being Yialble aa in the oaae ot moat 

trontier poi nte, the wir" h aubmer BOd u tho atHam. 'l'he 

Ruaai an village opposite Po4wo.t.ooz;raka haa undergone a 

.. Jor eb.eDf\8 i n terms ot population durinn the peat ;rear. 

All lllhe~ltanta ezoept the Jew1ah population a't'aouated the 

t o.tn and ware replaced by l.t.migranta trom the interior 

ot Ruaah. 

~ward along the trontior I t ound that at all 

~1dgaa and pointe ot a111 tar;r oonoentr ation on either 

aide, t here were two SoViet aoldi er a on guard Via-a-'t'ia 

one Pole. Inquii'T on rq pan renaled t.hat 1n Polillh 

mill tary opinion t he reaaon tor t h .. e two euarda at eaoh 

SoYlat 
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Ooviet post woe tor t ho purpoao of havinG one wetob 

the other . An 1ntereet1ng a1del1gbt on Polish frontier 

etlque•te wee that the Polish eoldler on guaM ne'Nr 

tekee h1a eree ott hie oppoe1to nuober on the other a14e. 

!bue when t ho of ttoor whon I aooompan1od epproeohed h1a 

and ae.lutod the oeptntn e.nd qosel1' w1 t hout over l ooking 

at ua. The oept e l n explained thnt tbi a 1e e onrdtnel 
prlno1ple etr1otlr edberod t o by t he Pol ish frontier troopa 
on guard. 

HaT1no ot t ho e!IJI8 time tho tlood1n ; eyotem 1n mind , 

I noted ~lot t ho terr ai n e >utbward to t ho Pniaeter offered 

1 tael1' edTant~oual;J' tor the operet10Jl ot that defonee .. ~. 

800 
AJDB/a.ct 

(lll ~lloate) 

· = !:IGNE 
ORIGINAL~ 

l IWE COPY I ~ 

Roapeottullr youra, 

A. l . Drexel B1d4le,lr. 
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UEKORANDUV FOR KISS LeP~D 

R•ep ecttully returned to 

the President wlth the thanks 

ot Secr etary Hull. 



EMBASSY OF THE 

: ,c/ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 9 
.~ . 

\7nr:J!ll'l , Juno lll , 1038, 1 J'l y 

ll-J donr r:r . l':'cs1dont : 

l!o11 tho"Chtful you woro in the r.!l.dst of all 

:roul' proooinr~ dut ies to wr.l.to ,._., yo\>.r v:elcomo 

lottor or April 2 1 1 l~rcnrot 11ao del1£htod that 

i':ind~or "die:" at the ~r1t1ol '.rlbc.osndor . 

Dur1~ one of oy vnriouo e~nvor:ntions with 

official circles here , "'0 cliocuaoed a ,...,bor or 

ap,.,onoomont formulas whlch hud bAtln su~rooted 

during rocont months . Ono of!'icinl who posoocooo nn 

exco~tionnll;r dr7 sense or hw"or nnde the !'oll~l'ling 

rc=rlr <' 1ch : cc:tc1der rntoo pnosinc on to you. 
11 Thooo r.uroponn nat1ono ao~l:1n,. a fnce- onving ror:"lltln 

for npnonsonont rtere becol'lin" tumro that it rmo no ·. . 
loncor n <JUC3tl.on or onvine tho fnco - for thoro wno 

no faco loft to save - it r1no now r.tor el y a cnoo or 

oavinc tho "ronr end" , I t 'louC}\t tl io mi(lht fit !n 

r· · th :•our lll"Uoin;: do!'inition of a "nu::;rru.-p" , 

'i'ho rrooidont 

':'ho '.'.1~1 to llous e . 
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J:o:nontc continuo tonoo 'n t'\J a a.'"onr: othol' "l'\l' ta 

o~ t:bc Go:1tinont , rrt' I'ol1oh o.""r · e;ch1 t"" ... 1 t hou:;h not. 

U!'l!lnly pcoo1m1ot1e ro to t~e o"teone of the ~:oeh 

.,robler-, ,...,vort:1olo .. o 1 reolo tho s:!. t:tc.tion conttn·.too 

(e) to call for ent~t<.on rnd (b) t? rer-· · ,., •t »•o 

-"'re~ of l "'eidont a . 

As re~nrda 4 ho :o~oral Europe~~ s~tuntlon, 

CXCf'nt f'or OCC!l:J ".Onnl $0-Ct\ll~d broat:'1i!".r .,.,:",..119 1 

such n3 tho cu··!'lont ono , I pAreoivc n.t tile r:o:"tont no 

~rounds for hopoo of nn nllov1at1on or ter.olon -

unt i l perhaps tho not tine in or bad f l y inc nonthor , 

11hich \70Uld o r d1nnr ily bO nbrut tho !"irst ::>nrt Of 

!:ovor.10or . 

l~ean::o:"l;.lo , h1;hoat nil!.tnr:r c ·.rclcs horo nre 

incli:>ed to :-c-ard the period 1'"""'d1atel-;- subsoquont 

to the hnrvoct (Wh1~h in oono countries of Eastern and 

Centr"'l !:uropo 1:;; n;,tirntod at "bout six o r oeven woolt:s 

lnt e) as ono enll1nc for cnution. 

I ar.> for-.rc.rd1n" "OU horoto at t ached, nn out line 

or the current o1t unt 1on no por ee.!.vod :!"ron rv ohoorvationo 

!lore , 'h ioh I hopo will norvo you n.s nn 1ntor entin::; 

r oforonco . 

Ao 
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43 tho ~oo-;><>l1t1enl "'l0:>1t1on of Polllntl is ~o 

c\ol:oo.to OJ'Icl '10 t ho oul •to.nce of !'inister rool~ 1 B 

:.tr1etl;- c~'rtrittonttnl cl1sclo• ur oo ro,re~cnt ~lle.'l o. 

~rotoa~ i~~·~ht to t~o ~"darontal- o~ ~ · n ~ore~cn 

"'~Olio,- , I {U"! r.on.C1n1n'; t,, · a ::-·cnoro.ndun to :rou nnd 

to the :;ecrotnr:· rc-rnonall:r . 

0111 '"'ullit t n-:rooa u: t'• r~ tho.t d1:.rine tll::es :1110h 

as t!-coo it · o dr.n~orouo to :;ivo dor~rbr-onto.l c1reulo.t1on 
to :lUch Stt•ictl:r cnn£1c\ont1al anu 1nt1=to t\iscloa•troo 

£or fear the!- •hould tho •ubst<l:'lCO l('O.d o·•t • t '.:.:;ht r:or:: 
hn.r:n, ·.n thl:s cnso , ~or Poland , ,.,. ·.ch io do1nc its Oo:Jt 

to "stand oft" Gorr~nny . !n otl'lol' rtordn , sho\\ld ;·nzi 

oar a ::;a:. n knowlod:o or -ocl: ' " u• Jorl:·in::; t>•ouz!:to :to:-oin 
cltod, lt 1·:ould ~ot "Jo lon::; 'before Ol'::lml :-ronsure elt'tor 

in tho ::'orm or Hazidom' n fnvor!t aport , tho "Minority 

ro.cl~ot 11 or oo~o ot.'"lor torn, .O..:.;:ht be C.:t:"}ctocl to take ;"~lo.ee . 

A:n1n ,orr.it l'lO to tl:OSilr·~ -ou of .'10i7 rroud ":':'e oro 

to bo ro,-,rooont~ns :·ou nnd our country in l'oltu~d, durinc 
t!t~" oxtronoly 1tlporta.nt o.ttd 1ntorootino: oro.. I onl:r 

hopo t.'>nt :·ou roal1r.o ·,ow c:-ato!'"l ro aro thnt :•ou cl!d 

UO the honor Of appointint U:l to this poot . 

•.':ith ovory cood ,.,~ah tor l:rs . lloo3ovolt nnd ;·ouroolt , 

in w'>ich ''nrc;o.rot jolna, I a::~ , 
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TI7L:: : Outl1no ot anl1ont f"eo.t·-'roo of PolMd 1 a procent r olo in tho cont1nont al pol1t1cnl nrona , 

TI~tc : ~1n1ctor ~ec~'~ view~ c~ ot SUne 19 , 1938, ~~ 
~:oc:1oolov:...:: ~ · t''t't:on. 

T!T1E : Stronnlino obaorv~tlons on vnr'ous no~octs of 
COm!', OX Offeot Of Jtl tlor I 0 OJC.nnno.i.on prO"'l"t.r- • • 
l n t~•·-w ot: (n) Polnnd ' s o>-ort A.~4 lon~- te""' 
obloct1vo n!'ld (h) tt" renord l"'on!'in·· on ::n,tern 
c.nd ... onti•a..i ~-u-opo (!'roo t" .o rol~~~ v1oro1nt) . 

STT'f1'i'T'l'IF.S: 

rntrod.uctor-

~ntt'ia tor -,.ta.--ln~ 
oii net 01' one£ a.ntl cnrront 
ovont: on t nat orn nnd 
Contro.l ~uro'l'>o . 

!nf()l":':'~!. d!.3C"t!)3!.0:tC 
oot ·.-ro ~n o!"f!.c!o.l o or 
OOr.r~n nnd Polin~ 
Govor~:o~ta ro tno 
m.:rn!no. 

Pol1oh ooll~bornt1on 
ui t."l orn.on.,. i n po:1aiblo 
a~rro~~!on a~nin~t 
ID:ra lrio dnn-cr O\l:) rro~ 
l'ol tirid ' ~ o taridro'! nt . 

Poloo ~ainod 1nol.~ht 
t o llitl or ' a l o£1·-ra.n-:o 
ob.ioeEivo o- 1 oto?'!f!1. ... . 

l 

l 

2 

2 

2 
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L) norsonal ob•ervatl~n~ 
on Jec.: ' :s polle:~ . 

l!o loiV"- rt:n'o cor.n1ttnont3 
bo·~ona o:tlatln·~ allio.nooo ana non- aas rosnlon r~ctn . 

German oeeu,ntion or Vkrnino 
Ytouid snell Cormnn onclrc l o­
nent anii vnconl tlon oi' Polanct . 

Be cl: ' o aim to confine Gorn.an 
i'rontior vio-o.-vb Pol nnu­
a t riilni mum. 

'&0 
move 

3 

4 

4 

Concltta."on: Polnnd'o olnotic 4 
poll cr. 

Lonr·-ran~e con-• ttr:ento 5 
ot rumored cnto~orr contra~ 
to Polioh ..,ollcv. 

Further oboorvntiono from 5 
various an;Ioo bonrln~ direct -
l y and lnduectly on uoriiL\n 
exnansion. 

Po,i~n concern over notentlo.l 5 
throat of Gor~n n~rreos1on 
Po1a."id-17nrch . 

Pils·me::.t ' o un!'or~otten \7crn- 5 
tri- 014 nn OVOntuni rOITJ\n 
enallnnr-o . 
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or co~~eetod ~~nrin~ : 
rnrn~:~c~oa ecole 
oxcor.,ts . 

:?urth<'r inllO:otant bcnrin'": 
joe'~ ' o onl ' .-hteril~ d!3-
cl c:.'-".rO o."' l'oi"'nCF:; nol 1c-­
vio - o.- vl3 Gorrt..!"'.n;~ r o. notentlo.l 
Ol&nln1nn o.! rna . 

Vi0\711 ot Pool· I~ cloae 
onn~ciato r~ Pol nriil*3 noss!­
blo countor to c i ot"::to.n 
dotcri'ilnnt!nn oithor to 
Inr11trnte ""onccfu!ly" 
or ooizo tno Okrnino . 

Intcro11tin~ bonridGPOl 
rocontl~ publisho o ish 
book. 

l'ol1oh v1ot~o on Corneny'" 
onvion'"od mo tfioao-or 
"lnl'u!retin'!" Ol<reine. 

Potont'nl boa:oin" to Ita~inn 
Bolio·~ on Oorl"'Uln:r I a onv! on red 
krcino objoctlvo. 

t:uooolin1 I o renortod of!'orts 
to dlvort Hitler' : oxuansi on 
eour!lo Ukrn'no- nird:J: as 
noC.!'l3 o -ottln,. PJtier "ot!" 
hl:s no c.:" in _'ali:n:u~ . 

Tho h~1s end ito ~ror~to 

To Itnl- tho ohort ond or 
nrotltobnanotontln11y blikin~ 
t or ult to Intre-liis 
difforoncoo . 

H1tlor l t~ re ,ortod ·~or1nc in" 
nothodn vlo-t'l-via L.ooco\7. 

5n 

6 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

13 

13 

14 
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~ ic~ro3sions or Polish 
~fle~aldo~ i 3 c~no!dorn­
t i on oi' ovont:s In tho 
J:lik!nr . 

15 

GerDl!ln•r' a oastrlll.rd noli Hoo- 15 
oc"nornle drive , 

Br itain, no nonco- broltor 15 
envis11~os nn OMb!E'ioua 
f or mula t or Et\ropoan 
n'Opeasencnt~ 

3ritnin' " hone or brin<"ln<- Ccr:-.11!"" 15 
!!lto line. 

Poland rorosooa alter- 15 
nat! ve t:?'tnter-nollcy in 
event ' o? Ar!tn1n':~ f ail ure 
t o deal ,.,!tit Gom.nn, . . 

Pol1sh offictaldorn not 16 
optimiot!c ovor prosnocta 
or-luv;l o- Gorman oottlomont , 

In event or cou~tor-pol1cy , 17 
Polls~ oftle1aldon sooo 
Cha.."lce ot nl a .. rln .. tl m role . 

Outline or rr· own o"bs<'rvnt.:.cns 17 
on Poi lah toroi:-n nolle·· 1ri 
re Coman exnnns!on. 

T'no recent 0\•o.i d 1 Orsnv- 18 
attribut ed ~ors . 

cone a~ vnbl:r provo her boot 
11 out 11 f rom Gorman ovontunl 
exoo.na i on c l ntbhoo . 
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TITL3 : Obsorvat iono ot Eoononle Advisor to Foroicn 
Office and those of a vetern~ obsorvor or 
affairs i n t hlo pnrt or L~rope on tho oeonon1c 
block r oeultlnc trom Oormnny ' o nnnoxnt1on 
of Auotr1n . 

SU'"'TITU:S : 

Polw.d ' s "classical 
r:ul.X! r:rurt" of 17 -no reent 
ot her total b•nao with 
Uemany. 

The effect of !la:t1-
eco~o~c-3aloor~ , 
Dr. ~chieht i s tour. 

Unhano·• nwnken1n" of thooo 
countrl:ea whor.t Dr . Schncht 
"sold11 on UazldoM ' o trndo 
nol ic"· 

Pol~~ • e !o~oo'~ht oo tar 
servea to nvoid hor 
vlct!iiizatior. 

Polnnd 1 s orforto to increase 
Polish-I!un,.c.r!o.n trnllo . 
Po ln.~a r" c<>ntr' b,iE"!O'ii""townrds 
keonin:- f unrar""" O\t€ ot 
t.az i o.om t !l c l utcihoo . 

Q.uostion: ehonrer in lone; 
r u._n _•or 'irltni n 'lnd 'ranee 
t o devote part or nrmn 
exoendituro o to "'urchn3o 
of o~~ubinn nrOdue£3? 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

5 . 

5 

Peooles of Dnrmbinn nron not norr 5 
pro-Ue~-nn nt heart . 

Unhnnpy ro:letion _1n Auctrln 5 
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:. duc.l leoaon: rec.r 
"'rovJ 0\'0 t, annoxa€1on 
tL"ld tlo tli·1o on.~cnt 
o...' tcr.ltt.rd:: . 

?ho er' t !enl n3~et : 
R~r:1n .... .,. t :s d ¥ .-,-hnr.d ovor 
lntornn! o.tt~c!uro t 1rour-h 
oco~o5le Sonan~o . 

Only aolut~ on : ro~lneor.ont 
ot o.do!'nn t 0 nrlrt or Jo!"l"'\0-'1 
trado h·· trc.ae .,• th ii!leral­
nl ndod r.c. t one . 

6 

G 

G 

6 

9 

TI~u; : !:y ob:Jorvo.tlon:J on vo.rious as:,u.;,cts of current 
trond or Gornc.n onatr:nrd exp:mslon, 

S~TTL::!:i : 

lloll.rin~ or ... or::mn tr~o 
w' t n Fiunr-o.r'"r on ltillon 
Intor oatn . 

l'A-:::: 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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("''oo'c::t1.o~ 0 .. r~ .. , la' tJ 
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OUTU'"E 0? SALlE:"::' !'":h'::'I.'RES OP POLAl1>1 S 

Prt~!Z~~ non: I:' '7T CC\' Tr~::·'i\'\L PCL:_'.:.'!CAL 

~-

!"ron Pol~-nd ' o objeot1vo point of v!oTI che rtny 

not 1->o o:tpoctod to MAlee ney oorau ttments nt th1o 

jW\cture , in view of J>olnnd 1 o necesonr1ly drnet1oolly 

rool1atic ~oroizn policy or neutrali ty (tundanontolly 

duo to Poland's ~;eo-pol1t1col nos1t1on b otwoon two 

col ossal noi$hl:>ora, oneh or >hon represents too 

di!'!'orent decree o ~otonti~l nonaeo) . 

Indood , any eommittmont in ndvcneo of nn ootual 

An!:lo-Fronch clash of nr:M vtith r.ermnny mi!;:ht eon­

coivobly endanrer Polnnd ' o voioino~o , in !'oct tho 

ontiro val ue o!' her t ootiool pool t1on , attr'butablo 

to ~e delicate bnlnnoinP of tho forces at h~r ~nat 

n:'ld \"loot , Tihi ch she hno oo lonz stru:Gl<"d to Mn1ntain. 

In other words , !1oo:, , i n his dotcrminntJ.on to 

mn1ntn1n this balnnce ln Poland ' s ~ 1nt orooto , 

nooeoonr1lr pl n:·o .io diplor.ntio mrds ,.._ th oxtl'ome 

cnro . It iD rensonnbla , thorororc , t o nsouno , that 

ho could not b~ rxpeotod •to stlol: out Polanc!' s c! 1n" 

~ror~turolv by indfontinc ei ther dir ectl y or indir ectly 

Polnnd 1 a oo~r.J. tt= nt t o o !)otontial coW\tor- ,..olioy 

dirootocl ac-ai not hio r~'ontorn no1c,.'1bo1• - :or Doelt 

r onli::os thnt 1!' nnoh n eortmi ttrr.ont ronchod tho oars 

or r.orl1n circle-s , it ni~"'ht c onco .. vabl~ .. \1orl: an 

1nootln4blo hard$~ip t or Polnnd before such t1~o thAt 

l'ol nnd r.n3 ~11~ nrernrcd to a'ply :orco!'ul no t i on 

vic-n- vin 
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vis - a - vis Gel'llll\ny . Deoideo , it b wel l to benr 

in rond tha t (a) Dri tain and F1•ance hnve lot dom1 

Czochoslova l•1n , accordin£ to Poland 1 s anticipntion 

and (b) 7rance ' ~ abou t -face policy in rco noct t o 

Czechoolovaltia , in the li!;llt of French p1•essure 

on Pracue t o revise he r na tional political str\lcture 

after twenty years of apr,nrent French a pproval 

t her eof , do not serve to lnapire Poland ' s confidence 

in Anelo- Pr ench collaboration in a "pinch " . !n 

other 11or ds , events of the past and preoent have 

g iven r ise to Polnnd 1 s desire to be "shovm" . 

In '11t1 O!>inion, llecl< on t he one hand realizes 

Poland cn.nnot afford to taJ~e the German 11 rc.p 11 alone 1 

while on the o t ho1• hand, he would even welcome the 

Op!>Ortunity of t hr owing t he Polish forces on the 

side of An[ lo- :'r ench forcefu l action. 

Indee~ , I discern that , in a potential concert 

of f orceful a ct i on by Fr itish, 7 rench and Polish , and 

by others 11ho YTOUl d eventually fall into line, Deck 

per ceives Poland ' s beo t "~" fror.~ the gr im pr oor>ect 

of boconinc either a notcnt1al victim of Ccrnmn 

politicnl- ocono:'l!.c OX!>M&ion, or t he potential path­

way for a GerMan nggr oas ion ngninat the Ulcr:::inc , 

should Germany f ail to acquire tho letter tl~rouc"' 

:·::.tlc>" : envisaged nlterr.r.tive of l!n:i - st; lod 

"ponce.fu.l inf ~.ltration" . 

!:once , f rom nt:t per3onnl ob:::or vationo , I !'ool 

t:mt whoroas 1t is di!'ficul t for certa!l. n officJ.al 

circles 1n l7estern :.:uropo to ovaluD.t o and to com­

prehend t:'le undorl:r1nc mot1 ves of Bocl: r s rat her 

con.fusine 111JJU.B''IW1J'3" or "on- t ho-roneo" :'011c:--, 

..... .f.J ,.. .... ....... 
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ovittenco of nn nc tunl A..'l- 1o-:'rench n"lit~ 

move vJ.s - n - vis florr.te.n·· wo11ld comnl'!_t1lly and 

alMost inatnntaneousb· che.n;,e tho n1cture . 

Accordinr;l y , in ouch event , I should lool: for 

Polcnd to str il<e out V1'lorouoly, and oven en-erlv, 

on t ho s1do or Brit~in ~nd Fr anco . 

Hence, I b elieve thnt nlthot1,'3h :for t ho abovo­

c1 ted runong other 1•ensons , Poland could not arro1•d 

to co!!ll!l1t horsel:f in advance ; it woul d b o qt\lte 

anot her picture after hos t111t1os COMmenced. 

or further ooa r :!.l\,'3 on ny above reference to 

t he apparent 1nabilit~ on tho part or certain 

\leo t ern of ficial o1::>clos to undorat.and Book ' s policy , 

I t ake occasi on to ver ify ll!l' r oact1on o:r the f ollol·:­

ing b r ief observations : 

On t he one hnnd , I have r ocontly become aware 

that ultho11::h not yet tho British Foreit;n 01':f1co, 

nevert~oless , 10 Dorming St root 1s g raduall1 ~din1nc 

a clearer un<lerstnncl!ng or !leol<' s policy or d1'as t1c 

r ocl1sn and t ho f actors which motivate it. L:oroovor , 

I havo e a1ned the i!1lpr oas:!.on that 10 Downins St r oot 

has come t o r ocot;nizo :Joel: ' s 1!nc\i3cl osed b\'t ;:>e r s l.stont 

re~nrd f or British policy and tl~t i ts perception 

thereof has contributed tor1ards increased confl.donco 

on t lle part of Dormine Street in Poland ' : !)Otential 

nillinenoss and capac i ty to perform of focti vel:' 1n 

tho ovont of a continenta l explosion. 

As regards reported confus ion ln Pronch off icial 

circles na t o Poland' s policy, I am inclined to 

attribute t his so- ca l led confusion to o. combinD.t 1on 

of t ho followin(; fnctors1 
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(a ) ~o ~er3~stont ~~trod of cert ain ~: 

d 1 0rsa:r tact iono for !'eel: and tho.:.r continued 
incl1nD.t!.on to ldbol :1m as pro-~r;:llln - duo 

perho.po to their rofuonl to uruleratand, or cot1• 
plot o lnc!: of COl:lpr ollon:.ion of Polond. 1 s coo• 
politienl poo1t1on, nnd o~ tho roreoo ,:; ·ich 

motivate Polnnd 1 o pol1eo' oi: 11 aet1vo neut rality" . 
In other l~Ords , rolla" oJ:'ficialdon feels thnt t!1is 

f action or tho ~1a1 d ' Or say 1o ~iven to Judc1nc 
Polish policy 1n toi'T.lo of "'rcmec 1 o rat:,cr thnn 
Polond 1 e ovm objective 1ntero!lts. 

(b) lu:onc :'rench offic~.al c.:.relos in coneral 
whoso J.nhor ont per ception an:t undoratnndin-:; ot tho 
l'l:ly I S al1d I'I!:O::'OfOl'O I 0 Of d~!)~On:l.t!C !)Olic:• •'!D.VC 

lons boon rococnlzed, there appoara to bo on 

unwillin~es~ to odJit a conprohenaion of Poland ' s 
p>'esent non- e<>rt'"lit tnl attitude . 

(c) An appare~t obsession on tho part of 7roneh 
c1rcloo in ::;eno~nl vio - o.- vio tho (iorr".nn :m.eno.cG sorvos 
to oclir>so duo and full evaluation o: tho Soviets • 
unlini ted t :1roat to poc.co t!\roUC)l rhat Polish 

l'fl'ec::in:; polio~ ai:-ed at provontin~ l"iostern r.l•ro)>cnn 
nppoasoMont nml )>'\ei.ficntion :or roar or tho Soviot':J 
potential isolation . :n oth<'~· :7cl·do , lnck or 
eons1rlorntion of the latter ~ondco is apt to boroc 
a clearer undorGt~~diMC in Pnria of tho dan~ors 
1m i ch oono t nnt ly 11or ry countries one~ no Polnnd. 

In cons1dor1n;; tho Olttlook of 1'r3nco •s nll1nneo 
with nn intornnlly onfonbl cd llltaoin, roportodl :r 
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\ll'Ull>le to wa:;e 11ru• on tYtO fronts , and hnrlln3ed 

by u potential oventuul tht•out o!' a Japanese 

~.ttnclt - nnd meAAI'~\1le str1!:in<; out in nll directions 

in n pol1c:r- aiinod nt \'TreeY..in~ \.'estern Europenn 

ap!)ensement of!'orta , ! should loolt for Brital.n nnd 

:'ranee , at least dm•1n!: tho Hvos of t hoil:' rcscpctivo 

ct\rl"O'l\t C-ovornr:.ont s , to dovot o more serious considora.­

tion to l'olnnd, as a potential pivot of strencti1 

in tho area Eact or Germany, 



lll NISTER 'lECK•S V!Eil:.. /\S OF J Ul:E 19 , 1938, 

O!l CZEC"OSLCVAK StTUATIOII . 

Beck feels t hat pr udence and cautlon should 

cuido tho course of European atnteanen j us t ao 

r igidly duri~ !>eri ods of "breathing s pells" 

conducive or ootimism (such as t he present one) , 

as dur inr. volcanic ner iode conducive or pessimism. 

I n Be ck ' a opini on the Czoc'1os l ovnk situntion 

continues to be : 

( a ) A vi t al one , a t the mercy of i ncidents 

and unpredictable development s . 

(b) One callin: f or cautious obser vati ons : 

what !:lie;h t f or t he monont appear t o be a 11 breath1n~ 

spell" should not be t r anslP.ted 1." to undue optlmism. 

Lloreovor , t ho situati on held t hroe, among 

other outstandi~ potential dan: era: 

(a) An attempt by either side t o prole"~ 

unduly t he f odza-Renloin noc ot1at1ona . 

(b) Tho possibilit y of t ne Czech Oovernment •s 

answering conce ivable Sudeten roais t nnco to tho 

Governnent 1 s t erms ., (characterizod by self ad.!:Unis ­

tration,) by ~cans pr ovocative of i nternal strife, 

conducive of outside 1ntor vention . 

(c) Stalin' s pur:mance of a diplomatic policy 

aimed a t wrecking attempt s of apnoasemont and 

pacification .res t of the Russian f ront ier and the 

Com1ntern 1 s repor ted effor ts to keep open the 

Czecho~loval< wound in the heart of F.urope . 

In 
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In connection with sub- divislon (n) in t ho 

nrecoed1nc, nnl'<l(;l' ll;;>h, tho follow1ns ol servntion 

may be of i n terest : "eck , \"those po:rsonal foa linc 

townrd3 l"~noa 1:: fnr fror.t cordial , and \"l '\OSO 

jud:o~ont of "enes sl'!.onld thet'oforo bo considered 

in 0\\Ch 11:;ht , reol::s Eonos I natural inclinnti c n 

is to atnll for time , n dan:;erous course in the 

l1~ht of its conco1vo.bly abusing the othe r side ' s 

patience , On t he ot~er hand , ~eck is concerned 

l est !lenes , in tho event of l"tantinc coMpany in 

'>is "misery" , m1:ht conceivabl y "strilte out" in an 

atter:tpt to provoke ronl ~rouble \'lh~lo tho cards 
otnclrecl 

are in his favor , nru:toly, emong other factors, 

t ho support of llri t ain and France . Lloreove:r 1 Becl: 
1"1hot:1or 

is inclined to ques tion, althou::h the c'rench 

General St aff mts reportedl y roady to move , nnd 

tho British were prepared to come o.lon~ sub:::~cquontl~ , 

e : t hor rnip-ht be so sanguine later, if Benes over­

p l ayed his hand in nn undue prolon•>ation of nccotia-

tiona . Of connected bearing , neclc· i s awnro of 

?rnnce ' s rnthor embarrnns1nc ~oaition in ro l ntion 

to bringin.-: prossuro on her ally, Czechosloval<i n , to 

revise her natione.l policy after t l"lenty ycnro of 

apparent approval t hereof . Under such circtt~~tances 

it wao not easy for French d i ;:>loDacy t o point out 

to ~ones , thnt he was now fe.cinc tho necesait~ of 

adjustinr t he balance of !'Olitice.l m1stllkas whic'1 

his Goverrunent had mo.de ruring t ho last twenty yenrs . 

Hence , it v1e.s only natural thnt t he Quai d ' Orse.y was 

unlondine no much of this burden as poso i b l e on 



Introductory 

STREAJlLnTE OBSERVAT IOJ!S OJ! VARI OUS ASPECTS 

OF COl!PLllX E"FECT OF HI TLllR 1 S EXPAJ!SIO!l 

PROGRAH - Ill TI:RllS OP (A) POLAliD' S SHORT 

A liD LOJ!O- T:':Rlt OBJJ':CTI\T. At;n ( D ) I TS GE: n;l!AL 

BEARil!O 011 RASTER!! AlfD CEliTRAL EUROPE 

( FROU T!!E POLIS I! VII:'."IPOiliT) . 

In examininn the forces ~ ich have influenced, 

nnd i n nan~ cnses de termined the course of event s 

leading to t he present tense situatlon in Europe , 

I hnve herein endeavored to fit toz ether sone of 

tho r>ioeos of tho 1nterno.tionnl mosaic th ich have 

c ome under T!r'J ob3ervat1on here . liy pur pone on­

viaaG,es (ln attenpt , from Poland 's v iewpoint , t o 

poor ovor the hill of European political confusion, 

to eain R ~11mpse of ~hat events nrc l ending to . 

Basis .for sua~ing From the Ea:; t e rn and Central European, nnd 
effect oi' pas o.nd 
current ovonta on particularly tho Polish point of view, the potential 
eas t ern nnd central 
EUrope. outco:ne or events both current n.nd t ho rocont past , 

mny best bo eval uated by t e.Jci ns into cons1do>•nt1on 

the 1mpl1cntion3 nnd pos sible effect or the 

follo\"linJ; nopoctG : 

(a) Bitler ' s reportedly env!snced synchronization 

of e.n OO.strmrd OXpan:liOn pol icy \U th hi s f'our- yea.r 

economy plan. 

(b) J,:ussol1n1 1 s nnd Hitler 1 s apparent a t tempt s 

r espectively to sh o.l!G loose France and Czoell03lovak1a 

f r om t heir nll1ancos with the Soviet . (According 

to the Polish vie•1point , Hitler ooos 1n a severance 

o£ these t iesJ n clearor pathway for h i s cnvisa~ed 

ult ima t o 
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ult1~to int1ltrat1on or tho Ukr~ino , and :u.aolin1, 
coneo1vnbl y 11inhine to cle11r tho !)ath ! or JUtlor ' a 

onvhacod clr1 vo 1111 11 :-:.onn• IX' d1 vortln!: h 1o eouroo 

from tho Adr1nt1c to tho Ukreino) . 

(e) Potont1nl e:roet or Auatr~n • c annexation 
upon oeonon1c- pol1tl.clll outloolr or Contrnl and 
Enstorn Etwopo nnd of Pol nnd in part:oulnr . 

(d) Polnnd's position in ros~et to Hitler's plana. 
Polish of~lcinl ' e eon- I n ~~o course or discrete inqu1~J ns t o Polis~ h dent•n!l;t: d1se)o7ioa 
viens on !Lt ieric o'baervnt1ono on o. rur.or GOint' t ho rounda in d1plottat1e en!lt1ia:rd ol·~cct.:.vc . 

e:rclo• to tho effect tr~t H1tlor onv~oa~ed a policy 
o!' Oormnn l.nt1ltration of eorta:. n stntos ineludine; 
the Ukrn!nc , by 3tar;oo 1 !...n s:'l"le~on.:za.t!on w! th his 

four-;renr oconony plo.n , e. hie;.'! 1•nn1:1ne intornod 
Polioh off:ei~l ~~ted to ~o l.n strictest confidence 

Intor~sl d1scunn1ono there had tnkcn plneo 1nfornal d:sct•oaions botweon between off!..cic.l o oi 
derrmn arid Pollofi eertnin Polich nnd ~ormnn off1el.c.ls , l'l•erein the Oovernmonto re ESo 
Ol&e.!lie . G<lr:-.nno had in va"'lo t ol'l:IS actually r:ontionod t he 

Gel'l:IAns did the 
tnlldnnl Po l os 
tho lis onlnc. 

Ukra1.no 1n tho l1::;ht Of n Gornnn lon!>-rnn~;c ol)jocti VO , 

!n tho so convornationn , which r1cro only ot t!'to r.ost 

~nforrnl character, tho Oe!T.!Ms had dono nll the 
tall:1ng, Tho Polen hnd 11ntonod onlyl Indeed, rey 
l.ntoM:ll\nt en'>hns!.zed th1a ;>Oint , end added that a 

policy envioac 1ng a future nggroaoi on v1o- a - v1o tho 
Soviet in collaboration Yl th 00l'l'lllnY waa a d&."l•"orous 
one 1n tornn of Poland's long- rnnco 1ntoreoto . 
On t ho othe t• hand, hottovor, by l1aton1n.z , tho PoJ.en Poles \ie.ino<t 1n-

al pfit o . ~tier ' s hnd at loa3t to a eort&ln extent sa1rod eont<rr~tion lona-rnn~o ob\oc-
the by 'lbtenin,c. of thei r sua!)1e1ono ao to Germn.ny •s lone;-ranao o1r.1s . 
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1""· pcraonnl 
oLoorvntiono 
on 'ccli is pol1c;. 

No long- rnn-e con-
6I ttn:enta bo .. or:a 
ex!.stl np nlllt•nceo 
nnd non-nr~ro3oion 
po.c Eo. 

As to tho l1l•ol1hood of t:1ni stcr Dech 1 s (or 

h1a nsoociato 8 1 l aer oeina t o col laborate with tho 

Cernan:> tn a me-a<. no-T:nrda mvc , :'eclc, ln ny opinion 

\/Ould not lend h1mool1' beyond the polnt of l istening 

to nn-r ouc!\ ;>ropoaal , for on tho one hand, ho 1o 

not L~ tho habi t or co~tti~ ~~olt ao fnr in 
ndvanco , wh1lo on tho other htmd, ho could not fail 

to r ecocnlzo thnt ouch a lon~-rnngo pro~oct ~uld 

a poll eventual v:uoaldon for !'eland (oven hie close 

naaociato , fmoso obaorvationo I have nbovo roc1tod , 

bor e out 1n effect~ opinion in this retard) . 
ion It 1n I"Oreovor , Ttell to bear 1n nJ.nd , t hnt 

l;:~~~~~~~~~~!!~~~~~~:notnblo ~one Beck
1

a charnctor1stics or o hia alertness 
arA olasticit7 of r~nd ; ~oroover , duo perhapo to 

mil1tar"J tra1r • nc, stratO(:'J, diacornably mnrl:a all 
pl\noot of h1o dir oc t1on or Poltlnd 1 s foro1£:ll pol1c0• 
1*once tor oo.cl" ;:ovo tor.7ard , ,_,o conoro.lly leaven 

h1,.,oolf two Tln0s for retr ellt ( sec nrJ <loonn t ch l!o . 194 
of October 7 , 1937) . 

1·oreovor , 3ec1~ • ~ te!ldene,- to color tho d1z•oet1on 
of his foro1cn policy n:lth tho offec t o of rio former 

militar:• tro.inin~ vtaa in :>~rt illustrated by hio 

rerArk t o no to tho o"fect t hat aecordinc to Article III 

of t he Polieh cavalry and artiller y l'eculationo , once 

t ho cott!D.nd to "callop" had been :;i von, the direction 
or the "charco" could not bo chnncod. !!once , it 

wan nocenollr y for tho eo=.n.nd1na oi"fi cer to study every 
poaa1blo ancle 1n advance, 1n an effort, not only to 

o.ppr a 1oo his opponents 1 position , but nloo t o Malee 
oure t h11t tho "char co" under cone idoration vmo 

pr opor l ; 
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pr operly conceived, timed, and d1rocted , L:inhter 

Peel: added sie;n i !'icnntly that t h is principl e f'onned 

one of tho carclinnl consideration& Vlhich :'Uided 

his direc tion of Pol o.nd ' o foreign policy. Indeed, 

he realized tha t before embnrking on any pos1tivo 

line or policy in one direction or another , i t was 

esoential to devote undivided stud; to the effect 

and implications , in terms both of shot•t and lcng­

r ange outlook , for once his country had actually 

embnrl:ed upon a gl. von pos1 ti ve course , there was no 

veering as to dir ection, not• turnins bacl:. 

My opinion that I t i s snfo to say that , 1f be tween now and the 
seck woul d seek 
means to prevent next four years , nny fensnbl e mee.suro presents itself 
Bitl er ' s envisa~ed 
Ukrnino objective. whoroby Beck ca.n avoid Poland 1 3 ,,asoalage to Germany 1 

he ~ould take advantage of i t . 

~~~~~~~~~~c!:~~:·~~Uoroover, to 'l1r'J mind, !lecl: aims to confine t he 
j frontier to the minimum vio - a - vis Poland; 

consequently , a t this point , I r.oul d not look for him 

to involve himself as a pnt•ty to any envioae;ed e:c­

tens1on of' the Pol i s h- German frontier . 

Conclusion: Poland ' s 
elas tic poll cy , 

As to Vlhether Poland might in the future become 

party t o such n scheme under certnin cir cumstances 

it is , in my op1n1on conceivable, but only 1f a t the 

t1mo , t ho oconomic - poli ticnl- nilitaloy circunstances 

"'or o 'lucb as to offer Bock no alternative . In other 

words ~ in such case , he mieht concoivably be drivon 

to 6bllaborat ion i n the German m:ra i no dri VO . 

I n con c l usion , i t is well t o bonl' in min d that 

one of Sock's GUiding policies in to keep Pol nnd 

1n such a poa1 tion ns to Jtunp at a moment • s notice 

i n 
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in thO dir ootion 1'1!'110h Bee]~ feels Will 60l'VO 

Poland ' ~ 1ntoreats to the boot ndvcntn~o . 

Lon~-rruv;e coo­
mit€r.tonto of runorod 

Strict ntll1ereneo to th1o 1>0l1c:; •·.'Ould pro-
n~roonont to ouch n long- r nnro Gerru~n-cnt e"Ot1• contrn1:y cl\ldo hi s 

t o Pol1n11 rol!e;r, 
envica~ed Ukrnine ~rojoet nh1eh 1n the end ~uld 
only noeruo to Polund ' s diondvnnta~o 1n terms of 
pence, 1ndo~ondonce nnd 1ntornntiontil prosti:e . 

Furt,or ol'oer\"4- Polnnd I 0 playl.nr into tho hm d!> or Germany \"IOuld tionn rvon vor!oue 
MPl eo hflnt• l.n~ be, I bel1ovo , 1n enn!'l1et 11ith Becl: 1 o "olicy of dlrectlr nrid in-
dlrectl~ on C·er - eountor- bnlanehtg Cort:10-r. eo.:3tt:ard OXII"J(V"':Sion. toreover , c.o..n exT'!an:sion . 

Polish ooreorn 
over 'OoEont! al 
tFrea t o!' ;oman 
p;•ressl on 
Oim d -wnrd.o . 

I do not beliovo thnt tho ncq\11o1 t1on of additional 
l•ndc would hold any tooptaticn for Poland. ~y 

observnt1onc lead mo to feel thBt tho acquisition 
of nn:r pnrt of the Ruoc1o.n Ukro.ine ro uld fail to 
conpensnte Polr~d for hnvin~ ~rmnn; on her £nat and 
South ae •:tell no hot• \'lost . Ao n mnttor of fnet , Polnnd 
is havin~ none too col"'.tortablo a tl.r·o ac it io, ""- th 
Ge=:• nt hor :loot. Indeed, ther e lo nn undioolosod 
but doop- l yil\1' np'li'ohonoion hora o•tor the ""tontial 
throat ot Gorcany vio - a- vis Cn~er S1leo1n, t~e 

Corridor, and Dnnzi~ . In the eyes of Poli sh off1c1nl­
don, eneh f>~ch evidence o~ Go~~y 1 e torr1tor1al 
Q,!)T\Otito rno.ltor. those three noints loom nore ,..rirtl;r 
no potont1al objects of Gernnn os~irntiono , 

Poland has gainod the inprossi~n that for t he 
moment Ocr nUU\y wclconoo n strone Polnnd to <:orvo ns a 
buffer bet~oon her~elt and tho Soviet durine Oo~,Y '4 

eonool1dat1on of hor poa1tion in Central Europo . I n­
fornod veterAn obsorvora 1n Pol1~ 1n.,er Govornrcnt 
ell·cloc , hoTtover , ro~ar-d th1D r.orol:r ao ter.poro.ry 

contort , for they hnvo not fo••cotten their fomor 
::astor 1 a (P1lcuc1s::i 'o ) wnrr.inc 11) the effect , th.-t Poland 
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dur in& ponce t ines , 1n or der to allow Polnnd t~~ 

t o atro~~then horoolr surr1c1ontly t o moo t on 

1nov1tnblo ovont unl Gorman oh.~llenco . 

~fl~~~~~~~nr.~.' or connected bonr1nc, I tnke occnoion to roc1te 
~ the t ollowinc pArnrhrnood excerpts from rrJ enble 

::o. ee or l:ny 23, 3 p .n .; 

In a";:>:'1onont to "f1 cnble i:o. 82 or 10 a .n ., 

:!ay 21, further 11 .. ht r ' cht be thro\711 on the 

natives under ly1n: tho present Pol ish course or 

act ion roapoot1n~ C~ochoslovnki~ by tho rol1ow1nc: 

1 , Poland, in my op1n'on, rr~~ be expected 

mor e ond noro to r ococnizo t hata conflict or 

Oo1~mn nnd Pol1oh lntoreoto 1s boinc l ed to by events 

in the =king. 

2 . ;Jriefly , I 111'1 cocn1zant thttt tho doop- ooatcd 

desire o~ Pol1ab off1c1aldo~, althoujh und1oelosod, 

1s to keep C:oc!":oolcval::ia !ron bceo."'tin~ n r:o,.,...:ln 

arrow ro!ntinc too ro.r en:st end ru~r: cl O'U'"' tho 

southern border or Poland, no a d~ect nnd dreaded 

cor.tact betr~oon GerMAn~· end the Polish Ulcra1no 

minority \'IO>•l<l thol'co:· be n1lor1od , ""ich contact , 

Pol13 off1o1nl c1rcloo fee l , Get'l!1Ail}' would or.,l<y 

as a way of i ndirectly contact ing t ho Ruos1nn 

U'.<r,.1ne , to tho ond of tho ulti=te inf1ltrt>.tion 

•71th Gorman pol1t1eo- oconor.ie hece:::on·· of tho 

UL~aine , and na on ~n3truront of pressure a~nin3t 

Polend. Off1c1nl eire los in ::'nrs::m, in th1~ 

connection aeo a posa!blo ~oman 

enc i r clement 
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encirclement of Polnnd in tho potential oxponsion 

or 1'\orMn hoeomon-:r alone tho eastern borders of 

PolRnd, l<'!t lch """ld be n threat to Polcnd 1 s :>ence 

~n indonendonco . 

3 , 'l'l'O more po::dtivo , r10roovor , dooo t he 

chAroctcr o~ •ro nol1t~co-eco~o.~e drive of ro~y 
beeo::.o , the T.'!Ot•o in MY op1n!.on, \7!.11 t t-o 1-nt oroete 

of lloi'l'V\n:• nne\ Poland clash , f or it io rv belief 

t bat Oernany 1 s puoh nt prooont ~~s caused t ho r 1ao 
or Pol~s'l hopoo thnt n clooo tie-up w1tlt a 

Slovo.lc minor i ty , to vornblo both to Hun~nry nnd 

Poland, rnio:;ht s troll(ltbcn lhuv; ary 1 s hnnd 11nd servo 
t o bloc~ Oo~' s 1~iltrntion o~ tho whole of 

Czechoolovakia , It v~uld npnoor t hat t~1o 1s in 
conflict with tho suspected oncouraconent by Gornnny 

or ~nry 1 s n~potite in tho direction or ?ransylvanla , 
4 , Gc~-Polis~ intoroots clash n~a!n 1n 

Rumania for Poland i s not pl eased nt tho prospect of 
Go~~ !riiltrnt~on into her ally ' s torrltory, 

or further iMportant bocr~r~ , in tho couroe of 
11r;hton1Y'~ d!sc! onuzoeonvoront ion j uo t proviouo to his departur e for of Po! nrid s pol!cz · 
vle-n-v!s Ger- St ockholm, Bee:: ir:tpnrtcd in otrictoot confidence 
~x' • potential 
Okrai nlan a1E3. what : conoidar to be a ~at enl1~toninc d:seloauro 

of h io foreign policl' 1n torno of t ho l onc- r an:o 

outlook, In effect he said ho fe lt that sonc dn,· , in 

the event that Co=any =>i!:)\t fil'.d an onvieaeed ac­
quisi tion or tho Ukraine impoosible thro~,h llaz i -otyled 
"poneoful penet ration", Polnnd ll'.i~t have to f i e;ht 
to ?rovont pnssa:o ot GcrruL~ troops over her territory, 

which from tho GerMAn military vieupoint would 

rep1•ocont t ho ntoat direct routo to tho 111:raino , I n 

ouch 
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such event , Cormnny \\"OUld nttnok Poland, not no 
the oblectivo, but as tho ~ of roaching 
Cormnny ' s envisaged u;~ainlnn objective . 

Pol c.nd wonl<l roolat ouci\ o.n o.tto.olc vtith every 
:orco at her cor:::nnd 1n or do t• not only to ejoct the 
Oor monn from Pol nnd ' a soil , but also to ~rovont t~~'' 

: rom ooi~~n: the Ukraine , for ro~ occu~o.t 1on of 
the Ulcrnine v:ould conotituto n monnoo to Polr.nd ' s 
J)flnco nnd i ndependence . In ouclt cfforto, Pol nnd 
o1~ht fnce potential dofo~t , but sho would dolny 
and "bleed" CormAny t o such nn ""tent that ovontunlly 
thro~~ Poland ' s r eoistance, to~cther vith tho 
force of nn Alr.ost :novitable oubsoquont Anglo-

Freneh- Ce:n:::tan c l c.sh on Ger cnn:·' o '~, ec torn t:-ont , Oerr.t~.n:r 

~ould be ~rovonted from obta1n1ns ho r objective . 

I n conolu3ion, l?eck snid he vre>u ld in effect, 
diocreetly and strictly confidontiallJ , ~this 
aforomontionod vio'"" to cor tnln repronontativoc or 
Seo...,..,.dinn.via."'l o.nd -alt1e ::t.o.-;ctt "::it'.., w '"'t'%1 ho · ,tended to 

confer in Stocl:holn, 'X>intinr- out t o the;:, t:1nt nco- t1cu-
lnrly the 3nltic stntoc , due to their <reo- political 
90sition, ~ould 1nev1tnbly ouffer ~potontinll7 dan ­

an 
~erous out loolc as Polnnd, 1n tllo evont or n ':orman 
so1zurc o:r tho Ukraine. 

:.oreovor, he wwld mal:e clenr hln opin1 n tl:nt 

t ho "nltico occu~iod a coc- pol1t1cnl pooi t 1e>n o1cilnr 
to that o:r Pol~-d • a •n ~esrect both to Oerr~y nr~ 
tho Soviet . 

Even bofore ~ia departure tor Stoekr.olc, 
he conf1dont1ally 1npnrtod tho nbovo line of thou;ht 
to tho Esthon1nn Linietor horo , vho had nlo.-:ed so 
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same t iro, Bee~ nrranced with the lntter , n 

torr~nrd date for n formal vio1t to Tallinn, whoroby 
!'eck wot·ld be enAbled both to exnro~o hio profound 

aon~e of ~rntitudo to the ~othon1an Oovornr.ont tor 
their 1mportnnt mediator ; contribution dur1nc tho 
heated sta~es of tho nfor ecentioned maarrel , nnd to 
onphnsi"o discr eetly his nt:orec1ted vio•IS on the 
Bnlt1c~· ohnring PolnPA 13 cOO-political position. 

S1neo !leel:'s return from 'tis Stocl:holn nnd 
Tallinn vioits , I have derived nn impression in 
my nuncrou~ convorantions with him thnt he wno 
oat!sfi od with tho results of both tripe . 

In br1of , from my 01m oboer vnt1ono , I feol that 
both voya~oo ~cht bo charactorizod, on ~'te one hnnd, 
by !lock' s oound1nca aa to Scandinavian and Bal.tie 
capacit y t>nd willinanoss to res i st 1dooloc;ical 

forces throU(;h tho maintenance or a !"irr.> "active" 
neutrality policy, while on the othe1' 1 

11d1plor.oatie 
ohopping"on Polnnd ' o behalf. 

As to tho effect thereof on Poland's poottion 
in the international political arena , rr; observation• 
loo.d tle to believe !Joel: n:e.de a cood turn for his 
country 1n ti-e lic,ht both or drnv~ closer to 

"Do•m1na street" thrOU!'h tho medium or London­
inclined Sandler, nnd of st1•oncthoniDG Polend- !Jaltie 
t1oa . 

Views or llool: 1 s In r OOJ:lOnno to my furt hor inquir y ' nn infor med cl ose nssoc!nte ro 
Poland' o pooo! ble hi~ rankine Polish official, and eloco aoaoeiate of counter to a f or-
%l".an dot erm!nnt!on Blek•s , frankly statod that to extend llol'l>l8.ny ' s either to irililtrato 
~oefuil~or frontier vio- o.-vio Poland nlona tho south and o•ot ----aefie tho uKro.! ne . "' ' 

would worlr a !lor iouo disadvnnto.::o for Polnnd. !ndeod, 
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d1sadvantnco ot Ger~Any'e occupation or the Ukrnino , 
would ba o Polish tactical =ovo to occupy ~bite 
Russia . Thus , Pol and rdeht c~n n stratoc1c position 
vmeroby she nieht hope t o provont Germany ' 3 ovontnllllY 
covorine Poland ' ~ <>r.tire eaatorn front ier. ~:oreovor , 
Pol and mi cht thuo bo in n posi tion to co~~ter any 
nossible Gorman nttompt to at tack Polish territory 
elsewhere. In other worde , such a ~ovo on Poland's 
pnr t "ould be mninly tactical to block possible 
GertrAn oncirclonent of Poland t<hich 1·:ould 1novi t nbly 
spell Poland's vassaldom to GorDUL~y. 

In line •tith this explanation, r:ry informant 
referred me to n boolt 171'1tten in tho Polish lo.nsuaee 
by ~ . Bochonski, a Pol"; tJ::o n&%>0 of tho book 
(tr anslated into Encl1ah) i s , 11!lotwoen Russi e end 
Germany" . I:Y in!"orment roeor.v.tonded l.t no in tlt\ny 
respects one or tho cost 1llunl.net1n& d1ocuss~ona or 
Pol ish policy vis -e-vis both Gorr.an:• nnd Russie thet 
he had ever r end. r.h1lo ompheoiz1ng thnt t ho sub­
stance ot the boo!: could be te:<cn l.n no Genae es 
illuatrativo of off1c1el policy, atil.l it re~rcsented 
to his Mind, pol1t1cel oboorvet1ons •:lh1ch rrero full 
ot poss1b1lit 1oa . In brief, the boo~ h4d pointed out 
that 1n the ovont ot n Co~ oei:ure ot the Ukraine 
by t r oopo t ranspor ted v111 territory south of Poland 
and by n1r, Poland'e only alternative rrould bo to 
ae1zo the territory t=ndiatoly north ot tJ::e Ukre.ino. 
In nt l enot this r oopoct , tho book corroapondod \'t1th 
~ 1ntor:nnt •a 1dena a s to what Poland ' s course 
might necessarily bo in ovont ot Go~~ ection vis -a -via 

t ho 
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t".~ Soviet . 

ob loetl vo, !'!. eorrrtont 1ntor:-nnt stntod hi a 
1rtoll1 once ronorta irilicntod thnt ~orMnn orr1e1nl­

dOl" expoetod n continued .,oriod of ~/oo.l;ncoo 1n t''o 

Coviet• n ~ntcrnal *trcctur~ to l~rd to nn cvor.tu4l 

bo red,·eod to o :uninu:-•. 'nrl~od , t'lo nor::tc.no 'olt 

t 1on, 11 B ~~1ll!"ull!'" OUp!')Ortod in ndvn.neo frOTI. tho 

nil1tn17 "n:-oe:al!ot:J• uoul<' · c ea.llod ·.n to ~oo'st 

t-ot'1 ir t.ho roctornt1on or Ol'der and !n tho l'oor-

:an:~at1on or tho r ' llto.r-; atructure . ' :· in!'or:·'lnt 

t~on pointed out ~~at rcrr~~ ~olic~ , via -~-via the 

Coviot l1no tor l on:.: boon ono onvinn~ln~ n l onc-l"an,co 
u1n3ide !ob" , cnta111nc t~o aoeret onrolL~~~t or 
oxocttt1voa "n•\ o 'f1eials occii!'YillC l:oy poa!.t1on:. in 

and couTJ- aimed Ol'!lo.nizn tiona , n ouboeqllcnt oub,·er:>.:.ve 

Or rolntod b-onr1n~, thO J12.pru1000 Arlllaonador to 

Polt\nd , Sn!,oh, c OJ:lO lnto !'O:J!:O:la.:on o"' n col'l1'1dontinl 

report co\·cr:..n.:; n :-.oot1n:; "":) o~ Decc:-.,or 24 , o'" tho 
::o•:1et ('o,·ornnont Co11nc.U nt tho !;,>omlln ( sco ro.· 
cCL'L l e ::o . 33 t::trch 25 , 3 p .m. ) wherein ru10~ otltor 
po1nto , 1t \1113 coneludod t'-nt or ~ho t\70 t;l!'ontn to 

Soviet ooonr1 t ;•, Jnpnn currently conpr 13od t ho nore 
i.rtr"..odia t a do.nr_:o:- &3 co~o.red wl th r.-ornan;-. ..oroovcr, 

it 'Tns eoneludod thnt the Soviet "'"o in no ~a1t1on 
to f i eht on t wo r ronta , ct eotorn. I undorstnnd 

tMt 
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thnt tho :mbotnnce oC thin rorort 1a J·nc>l'm 1Joth 
to tho C-o\.,.orn~nt 1..., '"•arsrtw1 and to t>c.t lr. ~t'!'rl1n . 

In 1Uid1 tion to thio , 'urhnat m1l1 tar;• clrcloll hero 
dlac1,.,se thoJ.r ro:;>orto to t!lo ot!"cct t'1nt , tho 

:-.o.~or1t:· or "ricnd~or C'<lnernls ;>::Oeoontl; beinc nppolnt~d 
t-:· the Soviot, a r e ol.'ficer o l'llo wero ""~de m!'ta1na 110 

rccontl:r no l93G. ~""i:S o.r~o~ ot:'lor C"'~ic!o~t •.al 

int'ornntion tlon11ne w1 t!1 tho wonl:onod condition or tho 
Sov1,.t .-.1l1tn17 c:otcb11S~"I(Int , =c ':no1m to the 

C-ovorn,J"'\..onts ot Un:raa\1 , /'.nltorn , a.l".d :orl~n. 

In connection 11it:~ tho !'oro.:;oinr; .I.t l.o oicnl.f1-
cnnt to r.o t~~t durin~ hi~ roeont ~crtlek,&tlon ~n 
tho Olii!J"J.nn t 1on nt tho Polioh-~>OViot bOl'dcr or 
pr1:.onera roturnine "1ono !"ro::1 So·,.:.et !'!"1!j,on en..,.,..,:; , 

a roopoM1ole l.ndividunl int'orr.ted rno thnt dur:nc tho 
p.aot aevertt.l ,..ont~o ho .foUJld t:te3o returnin.,.. ">r!.::onoro 
avordGed ten to fifteen per dny , ~11 ~o~~a. 

l:Y 1nt'orrtnnt ro1t thtlt the propondor anco or 

~or-An ~rioonor~ :n th~~e v~r~o~3 cnn~~ ind~e~tod 

Soviet distrust and n concentrntod enr.paizn 1\"lllnst 

tho nornnn ;rmt~ in t!tc Sov1ot b:r tho nut:tor.:tios 
thoroo: . ::oroo\·or , 1n turn , i'!o felt thnt t"t' :s mic:1t 

in<Ueato a c~>ncontratod Cor=n oubvor~ Lvo effort 
a~ainst tho ~oviet r,ovor~nt . 

In ot her I'.O r dn , this r onorted nubvo,•si vo OorrJnn 
polio:' entailed roachln: ovor nncl .:;ottine n !'!.rz:: 

crip on cor tnin por oonnl1t1no in l:o:• pos1t1ono for 

tho purpooo Ot Uoin~ thoc in their OcllO~~ ~on the 
!.iz:.o vaz "r!.,o". ':'hon, T!hon t• .er e uoro 3U.ff1c1ent 
siena or doeo~poaition oot t1n" in, t~one n~onts 

thr<'u-hout 
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t~our;.hout tho poli tical nn<l m:111tnr:• 3tructnro 

\VOUl.d Operate , not Only to;onrtls 8iV '.J\C tho Sltuation 

tho noodod "oltovo11 to brine on n !'ovolut~on , but 

nlso to !ltoor t~1o:!.r roa~cctlvo dero.rtmonts in the 

directlon of eall1nc for German assistance . 

In co~entinc upon '!1 tlor ' 3 suo!'octod onv l:Ja!!ed 

not hods of acco"'?l1s'l111C his Ul:t•ro ne objective b)• 

mea.'ls of an "1ns1cie job" , an 1nfol'ned ':\1:::11 1'1111 tary 

authority :Jt!lted that the Ge rman General Staff '."!ere 

f'ully aware or tbe <l:f!'icnltios to be encon,-.tered 

in :;••nrcline; tho extensive no1•t'1orn line of Ul:rnine 

a:;ainst :1 poos1ble ovontunl attnel: b:r Soviet for• ceo . 

As a l!Cltter of fact , fey; peo!'le ronli::od ho\7 onornoua 

""'" tho Ulaoaino and artoncs t those who 11ere fatlil1ar 

Yli th tilat terri tory, there 1'/as a d!.vbion of opinion 

a s t o rhethor the Ul:ra1ne ol(tcnded to t;le Don or 

o1•on to the Cnucasuo . Bos1dos tho difficult}- of 

~unrcC.nc such a. h.ueo territor:'" t~a.inat tho .:.n,·aa~on , 

J'itler was t\\·:aro ot: tho r1sl:s entailed in a r:~l!tar:· 

seizttro . In ot her \iOr ds , t'th:r run a nil itn17 l'isk, 

when t here c"isted the possibility of his rnac:t inntions 

br ineinc about tho Ulaoaine 13 fall1n'; into his lo.p. 

It 1'0 uld seen .!:ron all roporto thnt !1ussol1n1 

has r ovo1•tod to h;.o polio)• of l93S! to endeavor t o 

stoor Germnn:• into Russ in us n noans of l~nvin!: 

":\\ssol1ni 1 s 1ntoroot 1n the Enl lmns nlone . 

In connoctlon 111 th th1o , informed votoran 

obs ervers in official circles h oz·e dlscern th1•ouch 

tho roc of 1ntornat1onnl po litical confusion, 

c hnrnctorizod 
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chnraetori:od by rn.n.nouvers nnd counter ra.a.neuvors , 

t ho cnrn.t'll:'l:o or at loao t ono devolopmont in the 

mnl<in~ , nomoly : an attempt both on tho pnt•t or Rone 

and !lorl n , but ror r e2pectivolr dl.i'rerent ron2ons , 

to sl•nl<o ~ranee and Czocltoslovnkia loose f rom their 

reo)'oct1ve allinnces witil the Soviet . In this 

connec tion my ini'orr.Ant o ' reports lead them to foa l 

::ussolini is a\'lare of Hitler 1 G lO!lG- r nn&e nim to 

infiltrate tho Ulcrnino Ylith llaz1 ocononJ.e And political 

heco~ony , in connection ''ith ·ah!ch objective i:u3sol1n1 

percoivos nn 11out" for h!.s o'm proapoctive intra - axis 

difficulties - in other v:ords , n ncnno or ccttine 

Hitler "off his neclt" 1n those states which rusoolin1 

had hitherto regarded as lyins within the sphere of 

Italy 1 s ocononic -pol1 ticAl influence and r1here1n 

r:uasol1n1 rears llltlel:' m1&ht eventually "cuacle in" 

at tho expense of Italian lntot•est . 

An informed Polish offictal confidont~ally 

ren-.arlr.od t hat despite n potential conflict of Itnlo-

GormAn intercst3 in sovoral dOJ<tt.nin3 1 the .A-"t13 , 1n 

his opinion, wou l d probably rol:lain in tact - 11' not 

as hit herto activo - f or atto r all , it had so far 

cost litt le to nnintain and had proven n sourco of 

pr ofit for bo~~ axis points . Indeed, so far , 

To Italy tho short disadvantn(les were lini ted to int••a- Ax1s dif!'cronces -
ond ot nro.tits 
fotontinllt !llD.t ing and in this con.''lection just h0\7 loll(; !iussolini 

or Ultiriii e 
i ntrn- £,rs-- would continue to accept the short end of the nr ofits, 
dififoronces . 

rennincd the out standinG question, 

Hitler , on the other hand, according tony 

infor~~nts• observat1ono , s oeine in t he Ul~ninc a 

potont1nlly 
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potent•ally vo.l•table con:su.-oro mrl:ot , no t~oll 

no n oo\U'co of on=.od1t1os 1 aupply, '\l.mod to -:;ain 
ocono~~c-pol1t1col doninnt~on t~~~oover - not , 

however , by resort to nrms , but by monns of n 

typicnl U1tlor1e.n "inside Job" - :~t:;lod by llitler 
And :'lis lla~1 o.oooc~atoa , a:s "peaceful r>cnotro.tion• . 

~!itlor 1 a ouccosses in carr:; in;; foi".tard t iloae 

mot:>o<\3 of power- pol1ties ho.d given 1:1tlor nddod 
oneour11~eoont t o believe ho could porfor~ n oimilnr 
operation on tho Soviet. Indeed, his eunnln~ and 
1noidioua I"..O.eh1Mtiono had 11lroad:; boon .ln operation 
thrOUC}\out the Soviet pol1tic"l ::1111tnr:r structure 
for aomo t1me,"bori l18 i n" nnd preparinc for the do.y 
1'11\en all t'>at ml.;,'>t bo noeossory t o br~"l~ on n 
military rovolut~on would be tho essontinl ohovo nt 
vital points o.t the ps:;eholo~icnl r~mcnt , !n event 
tho.t such a dny dr;mned, a Pl'e - conee1vod Berl1n-
1Mp1rod "invitation" m1C}lt coneeivabl:r isauo to 
Berlin, .from n 11ne\7ly- formcd militnr:• Covcrl'Ullont " 
undor int:'luenco of Berlin- planted a::;onts in roscott, 
1nvitinz -,erlin to send 1:1 ":~;;>ee~nliots" nm\ 

"tcchn1clnn3" to nssiat in a pro-;r= of reeon:~truetion 
and reorca~=ntion , ::'his ncCO!'din-, to t;10 obsorvnt:l.ons 
of my col:lpetont in!'orrlllnts wall tho 3chooe envi:Jaccd 

by Hitlor , whoroby ho hoped eventually to ::;nin 
dol:linnnco , pol1t!cnlly nnd econonicnlly ovor the 
tn~D.ine . Such, moreover , ~oro the purposoo rospoct1voly 
rnot ivntlne t ho t1ct1v1t1oo of !:Us3ol1n1 o.nd 1!1tler ns 
roco.rd3 Hitler's onv1aacod control ovor the ~~a1no, 

I 
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MY 1m~rcos1ons of I havo coi~o~ t ho L~~reao1on thnt as tho POlish otr1c1aido~ 1 s 
cona!dorut i on or picture nor. rrosonts itsolt , Polio~ official ovents in tho 
makin11 . clrclos porcoivo t he follM'tin::; courses in the 

Gcl'l!'.anv 1 e eno t ­
wardntolitlco­

ocono~e tfrivo . 

Brita •n, as ncace­
brok~r envisn~oo 
an BMb1t!ous t or­
mu.I ,. t or :."Ur~nenn 
appoo.seMont . 

Britai~· ~ hooo or 
brinrrl ng Gorne.n:r 
i nto H nc . 

making: 

(a) Cer nany 1 s envisn:od pol1t1cal -econon1c 
~r!vo to tho lllacl' Sea, t o Istru:ibul 1\1\d be;roM . 

(b) Britain ' s vicoroua r ole no an honest pcace­
brol<or 1n her efforts to liquidate t h·o Spnn.ls!l 1\1\d 
C=eohoslovak probl ems. (Regarded horo ns the first 
stage ~tontially leodinB to on Anclo-Gel'l!'.an sottle­
nent i n o subaoquont stage of Erita1n 1 a envis QSOd 
ambitious pr orr ao for European o.pponse~nt tl1\d 
pncit1cnt1on. ) 

Polish official dom fools in thi s connection 
thnt Britain' c concern l eo t :?r onco mght- bocono 
involved in o continental war and drQC in ~ritnin has 
led Chanborlnin to press int o f orce all possi ble 
moaavr ca towards provont1nc n continental eruption . 
t.:or oover, they foo l tha t tho 13r 1t1ah llllVO been try1ns 
to :ot tho French to sort-peddel t heir l ro i n 
r es :>Oot to t ho Czochoolcvol: i:J:~ue , nnd hnv& boon &1V-
1ng I'rllllcO encourtl5omont to "!'ut to sloop" her alliance 
wi th t~1o Soviet, tor they reel that Britain hns col'le 
to s uopoct that J:oacow • s continued prnctico or her 
policy ot irri tation M~Sht conceivably lend to o 
r.uropenn "jill>" ot J:Cjor pro~rtl.onG . 

Poland tor o:Joes (c) Poli~~ offic'nldon forosooo nloo t ho ~ssi-ai t orno.t ive countet•-pol1cy in b!l ity of nn alternative courco on Br itnin' o r>art . event or sr!ta!ri 1a r niluro t o doal ;.hould ~r1tain fail i n an at t empt t o brine Go rmnny ;a Eh aormruw. 
into 
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into line, r r•tain to~cther ~ith ~once oir~t 
concoivcbly rosort to n counter- policy via- a- vis 
Oo~~~~ · a onv1s ncod e~rn~ion procrrun - hopins that 
oven tho~~h Italy n1cht rof~ao to support such n 
countor- policy, she ru.cllt nt lnaat romnin neutral , 

Po'ish o~f1o•al- or pertinent bonr1ns official circles hero dom not ontlci!atic 
ovor pros,octs of fool thct Chn111borlnin i o fully cocn1zant of tho Xri,..Io-5er:1.tU1 
Sottiornont , complexities entailed in nn onviaa~od An~lo-Oornan 

settlement . Indeed, ~ 1~orr~to here aro inclined 
to regard tho prospects or ouch no('ot1at1ons with 
considerable peos1~sn, 7nia vion is nttributnblo in 
port t o my intormnnts• feelin-- that Cho.r.~orla1n doos 
not yet enjoy tho tull support or rr1 tish public 
opinlon, an 1r.portant part of neich ls still op~sod 
to an7 conciliatory deal with tho dictators , Howovor, 
my 1~~ormants look for Chanberlcin to continue in 
his persistent efforts to brine Hitler into a round­
table diacuosion loold.n~ t o a settlement of crievaJ ces 
Should DUeh a 3ettle~nnt tail ~ort o~ ouccosa , 
ChQmberla1n would bo in a position nt lnast to draw 
not only tho world ' s nttontion, but more impartantly 
so, hl<J do.::linions' attention to tho fnct thnt Britain 
hnd left no otono unturnod in her offorto tow!U'd!J 
better inG hor rolntions ~ith Go~y. (U7 inror~ts 

have not forsotton that at tho Dominions• Conforenco 
a 11 ttl a over a yonr neo, the quoot1on wna put to 
Chanborlain no to wnothor he was GU:O t~t his Govern­
ment luld l oft no atone unt urnod t011ards nr.ol1orat1ns 
flnglo-Gorman relations , This quootion wna put , 
according to aub<Jequent re!X'rts , on tho hoela of 

ChamberlAin ' s 
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in ro~rn1~~ on~ ~~1ro oealo) . 

I n ovont or counter - Pol1~h off1o1nldor sooo 1n t:•o poon1blo develop· poiicv , Polish 
o?ric ! n!don 5000 mont or .. eotn•tor-nol1c;· .. !'Otcnt1d opport=it ;r f or Cha.nee of nh • .. ·1nr 
a ke y rol e . Pol and. to ,..l tt!" a l:o:""- role , no~sibl~ in tho toM:lD.t1on 

Gutllno or nrT 01·m 
observo.Eions on 
Poll~" £crc!t-n 
'DOiie~ i n rc 
aerman oxnnns1on. 

or l'oland Is lonc · ohorici-od hope or " ncutr ul Dnltic­

Black 5on or avon rdlt1c-Ae~can Axic , ai~d nt cutt1n~ 
acroos Ge~' • onv1sa-od enstnnrd drive . Polnnd 

would wo.nt 1 howovot• 1 to bo aosurod ot ar..1ple Gur.rort 

rroc :::ritAin , "'rAnee , and pos c1bl:< even Italr, for 

Poland wotud oxr oet at loaet ~r1ta·n ~nd Praneo to 

share in nny t•ll'dcn of r oopono1b1l1 ty \1h1eh tho 

statoo or Eastern and Central Europo m1rnt incur 

in provokin~ C~r.nnn 1ro and su391c1on. 

On tho one hand, Polio~ officlaldon interpreted 

Chu>' or lAin • s conception or the roeontly coneltldod 

An!':lo· Fl•ench n:il1tary-nnvnl-c1r undo>•stnndlno ao , 

a.:oon,q othore 1 4 ntr o.tepio rtovo t o etron11t:1on h1o 

In t his connection, Ch~borlnin, rocorniz~nc Dri tnin 

hod not attained hor dooirod ~ensure of rearmaMent , 

considorod the :'ronch orcy c.l.ll)"lt fill t:•e (;:>p, :"r1to1n 

oupplying o~~or requ1s1too . At t ho •~• t1mo , 

Chm:tberlain felt thnt throu~n sv.ch nn understa~:diet;, 

he could =re road1ly exert a rostra.'.n1r..-; 1n1'luence 

over tho uncertnln pol1tionl .!'orcoo within Fr ance , 

whose l:l4C~~nat1ono , he conoidcrod, c.I.Sht conco1 vabl:· 

lead to a continontal er.ploe1on. ~ thuG rnthor ing 

his fo1·coa behind hil1l, Choti\bor l a i n .rolt he could face 

Hitler arou."ld tho t able with n ".fUll )}and" . 

:71th tl'.1s 1ntor pret nt1on ;n r.11nd, Po~hh 

of.t'io1nldon 
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officlaldon ia aware o~ ronc' ' rr!tatlon ovor 

tho ~onch-rolto~ alliance , r.hor oof tho Fronoh 

are apt to nr•phanizo tho ooliticnl M poet , l'ilil" 

,..,.·o Po!.i:h 

rovorr.r<lnt aro rot u:ul"l; re>neernod ovor tho fact 

thll t tho "ronoh nip)\t ooM1dor n wl thdr nwnl thorofrom -

fo1• Polish o1'tic1nldon fnols on tho one hand thl\t tho 

"ronc!'t teuld ,.,ot ~.ovo without tho Brithh, wh'lo on 

tho other ho.nd , ( theu(;h not ;•ot tho "r1 t1oh :·o~oicn 

Office) , nt l11not renl1ot1o "Do\7n1n:: Street" 13 

:rnd.uo.lly co!"l!n: to rocc:n;'-=e rore nntt rorc t~o r."r1ts 

o!" rolr.ncl ' ~ "'olir~ or dro.otie roal1o~ . In !"Hrt,"'.or 

connnot1on tltoret~ith, of1'1olnldon hol'O looko for 

Ch&n' orlain to ce>nt:nue not onl; to direct Britain's 

foroicn ~11~~~ but also ~rtantl, to 1ntluonco 

thnt of Fr onco. Ao one informed offiohl r ctr.arl:od , 

":·'l'o.nce will continuo to tc.I:o her orclors r,..on 10 

Dom11nc Stroot nnd lil'o it l • 

l or Polnnil In counter -
or pertinent bearill£' , ! con tinuo to di~corn thc.t 

ool ic;r m!."':ht con- Undor rock' a rnt:1cr contuo1nc "r:n.zcrru."'1p11 !lolic~ , ho co!vcol y nrovo her 
boot "oute iro:t 
Gor::.nn evontvo.l 

koop~ o close oyo on 3r1t1oh po1 1c~ . 

expnnts!.on clut ches . thow;h r:uto on the subject , }'!..arbors n d:st1nct hone 

thut n notent1:1l evcnt \ml Ut'.kinP of fot•cef'»l Poli~:t 

aetion w:th tl,t\t of' -r!tn-tn c eO ?r01 CQ ip conntp,..inro 

Goroony 1 3 expansion aobit1ono , mi;ht prove Polnnd•o 

boot "out" f'l•om tho er1M proopect ot booominc either 

n potential viotio of GorrAn oxpans~on, or tho potential 

pnL~way for a Gornnn G{~roooion a~ain~t L~o Ukraine . 

ohould Germnny 1'1111 t o ncqulr o tho lAtt or t hrouch 

t ho nltor nntivo of "ponceful in!'lltratlon" . In 

o ther 
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otl•er aordG, .,. .,.,.,,ld lool< t or Poland to l:o !'1:-htinc 
on tho side or ~1ta1n and ~nnco 1n tho ovont they 
cnno to blo11o 1Y!. t., Oon::an~ . ~~oroovor , :lineo in torr...s 
or lOn':- tOrrt nHi tM•y- oconomio ce>no1dorationo , tho 
conbinot1on or ~rnneo nnd rrttnin n1cht conceivably 
be oJ:)'octod to (le!n tho u·•por ha.M, i n tho lo~ run , 
Polnn<l' ~ t1rht1nc on the An,.lo - :'ronch side rrould 
bo cOn31stont wah tho Pol1~h policy requisite, or 
11pie1'1l"'t" tho n1nn1n': horso . 11 

or connected boar1nc, "oclr sees tine playinc 
!n rnvor of !\rl.tnin tlnd France in tol'ots of n1 l i tnry 

eeononic- politienl expansion and oonooli dat1on of her 
position 1n newly a cqui r ed areas . ~on the standpoint 
of Polnnd•s objective policy, t ;liB oxpans!on ll'.O.y bo 
expoctod to cone steadily nore in conflict ~ t h 
Polio~ !ntoroats. ~von a r.or r..an 1nt1ltrntod Czoeho-
slovaltin v:o\lld be for Pol and, lil<c one 1 s tryin,t; to 
sleep poneofully w! t h a strnnd or barbed-rr!ro at t ho 
foot of ono•o bed , It is t herefore well to bear tho 
foreco1ns 1n ~~nd uhon apprais!n: Polish r ealistic 
foroien policy in terms of potent ial circ~tance3, 
over tho lons pull. 

reck,norcovor , ie attaro that t ho eorr.bined armioo 
Y'uf)03lnv1n o.nd or Polend, her all-;' Rw::ania, JX>~Gibly ,Ul\.'11:0:' and 

even C:echoal vnl:ic , \7ould "'tent1ally pl:'oaont nn 
offoctive roo1atenco to n ~nrrnan oaotward military 
nct1o~, provided t ho ~rit1o~ nnd ~ranch f orces 
s1mul tnneo\lsl:r en!_;ncod t ho r.orrnnno on t he Clor tllln 
~catorn : ront . ZhOUCh Poland and Czec~oolovrutin , f1sht -
1lll' oide by aide mi~lt forn inconc;rvous nilitnry 
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bedt:Jl.too , t:.o" t• r-co ~ ,..ol1t1co.l no3~t1nr~ aro at 

l oo.ot v1a - a - v1o ·o,...r-t\.-::r, o~.:.l:::tr 1 nnd m ""Ct\lal 

Cori'M n~cl•o o o' on mie:ht conooivabl~· tl:row thon on 

tho anro olclft , rru.•t t r··lnrl:~ lf Pol ~.,cl woro o:.:tt''rod 

of ::::.,.1c!uoo:1ouc .fl"reo!" l nc~inn on the pnt•t ot 

r r1tnln r.nd ·re.,r-o · the · .. oot . ""t":1,d,o, ' n oveh 

o·.ter:.t , Poland. w ·•ld ~reh ?"tot !'or ,.::cc'.,o!'llov ... t·ln , 

but ... -!!!not ... "r~Rm· . 

t!"o . '"'!:>'>rtnneo or bonr!.n- ·- !".:!'Ul, not o,.J ; ,.-1c?l n.!'d ' :J 

potont .~o ll;· , l~to'· 0" .. 1001: 1 ·~.e ~·Jc!'lt olt~lor or 

continued ~II:''""·" ~ ' 11 tnr'" or T'•nccful 1nf ll tra t · on 

o<1o ttl "II' t\n , · •\1 t cJ. oo tl'o nl ~oncl:; t' ey>ortod <ll. ool• nur~ 

t:tt. t oe::., o.c.cord1nt t (') t~ .o ... ol:.:e.n l'' nio tor h. oro , 

'ilnn bittorl:· tl ' cnppo1,.,tcc1 O"'Ot' --:t,_·anc(' ' o: ro!'·nsal to 

::t.n.rch, 3Ui. :;o~"ont to II1tl~r ' :; !:"..cr c:1 .i.!'lto t!:o Rh1no-

1P.r:.d . !n ,.net , '"'oc' lntcr told ""':.'!:t .,cr.oonnll·· .. ,., ... .. 

-:-:c:.eo '1'"'~ ... do fl '"r o!"t .. ... ~t~eti e r-ror . ~o ...... !. ..... !.nd, 

!'a!-lurc to :-':-e~· nt t' ""t t1~o , nc·~ld :--rnvo eo:Jtl:r 1n 

tO:":-"C 01 t~·O lOn • - run, ""C\t 0!1l:" ~Or '!"al1C0 I ' nlt 

nloo for l'ol::n<l Md '"r1t~1n . In ot·xn• ·.:or<lo , t: ~·· 

h.nd "n.i .. ood t ho t,oo.t 11 , tor Gorman:" , their ~o·:'Z'!'On 

"Otantinl rnonnco , l>nd nt t',Pt tl.ne boon looa " r OpQ.t•od 

tlj r on.io t t,10 oor1'-l '.l'\ocl rorco3 o:: ::'rtmoo , .... l~itn · ~ and 

Polt~nd , in n lon,..t'l'l1' ono:n"O:'"IC.,t , t han .:l11e wo,1ld ho 

!.fl o.not:"lor :·o:a~ or r:ol~e . 



OBSERVA'l'IOllS OF ECOl'Ol'IC ADVISOR TO FORE!Oll 

O~'FICll AND T!iOSI:: OF A \'I:T"X:I'.All OESER'IER OF 

A~FAIRS IN THIS PART OF RUROPE ON T""E ECOl!O: ~IC 

BLOCK RESULTI:IG FllO!! CERllAl!Y ' S A:I!:EXAT!Oll 

OF AUSTRIA. 

ot almo:lt i nes cnpnbl e connection with the 

political aspect, am w!th rofer once to t he 

Department's Inotruction no. 20, I t ake o ccas ion 

heroin to t r ansmit t he followinu r esults of my 

cxaminntion of the potential effect of Ger many's 

annexation of Austr ia upon t he e conomic outlook 

for this part of Europe and for Poland in 9articular. 

Accordingly, I believe that t ho substance of 

observations disclosed in my scvoral discussions 

•.11t h 1.lr. Jan 1'/szelaki, Economic Advisor of the 

FOl'algn O!'i' i co , migllt pr ovo 111Wlll.nnting . He 

pos3csses n libernl at t itude tov:nrds t rndc in 

general and hia int cll i gonce t!.nd sound vierrs ar e 

comdns ~oro a.~d ~ore to th o fore in t erms or 

i nfluence on inner Gover nment cit•cles . His in­

fluence \IJlOn Poland 1 s trade 9Ql1c0· is consequent ly 

becon1ng s t eadily mora effective. 

In subs t ance , ho said that in 1935, there bad 

arisen a vigor ous argwnent i n Goverru':'lont circles as 

t o whnt extent Polnnd should be permitted to trade 

with Gerr.umy wi t hout ovent unlly enda~ering , throuS}l 

potential Gernan economic pressure , Po land 's 

indopendonce . 
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I n :!'a ct , the heat ed controversy which c rew out 

of' the issue as to rthether Poland should be 

permitted to trade with Germnn:y to the extent o:!' 

15 or 16 percent o:f her tot<>l t r ade had nlmo3t led 

to a cabinet crisis . (At t his point he explained 

t hat 17 percent represented so-to-speak, t he 

"clAss i cal mA.'"':irtw:l11 rthi ch Polish trnde nut horitie :J 

sot on tho ext ent o:r Polnnd ' • trade with ()ormany ) , 

Finally , however, tho r.ajor ity, who, de3r-ite t heir 

desire to " 0 even furthet•, (s1nce it luld aeened to 

them a r eal sacr i:!'ice to l1n1t their trade ,.,ith 

Germany ) coMproMised on 16 percent , Indeed , 1n their 

opinion , Poland m1-ht have temporari ly at l east, 

been economically benefited. Ho1·:ever , according 

to ey ini'or mant , by its dec ision t o limit Polioh­

Gorman trade , the Polish Govorn.'lent as a whole had 

nani:!'ested its f oresight as t o the possibi lities of' 

Cern~n domination throu~1 econo~e strategy, such 

as hnd s ince proved to be t ho case in Bul garia, 

Runeary , Rw-ania , ttnd Yue:oslavia, and to a lesser 

doc;roe , Cze choslovakia. 

About t ha t same t L,e , Dr. Rj nlmnr Schacht , had 

made a tour of the Eastern nnd Centra l Europonn aroas , 

of f er ing Germnn ma.rlcet s for a l arz:e portion of the 

t rade thcroor. The pri ces he had offered ror t he 

various products under discussion wore t emptill{; to 

all t he countrieo, except Poland and Turkey who had 

f oreseen the potential outcome in tho :form or " 

German oconoml.e- pol i tical domination, and t hey had 

ene erly accopt od Dr . Schacht 's terms. 

These 
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Those eo".: trios hnd boon o.eouotor.ed to doAlinc; >1 th ' 'rl\neo 

nnd 1\rito.in o.nd (')thor l1bor11 l trndin~ eountrioo on 1\ bnoio of 

ens" ='"ynenta , 'lnd t hey did not ronl1ro nnti l t oo ll\to t~t 

j~~~~~~· ~rnnn~ ho.d no intent:o~ of ;:-o.;~n· cosh - in ~o.e t we.~ eo~~lfttol~ 
1ncc.)'nbl e of do1nc ao . Lc\tor Dr . Schacht o.nno" cod l•h ro,..rot 

to l ~flrn of t •toco cmmtrion 1 d1cn!)point r.e!'lt over "errUln:" o 1n­

nb111t; to ~n:· cnsh, and thereupon ox;>ln~ned tho r cstrlctod 

tor .. n,lo. of Gor:-umy r n 11 clo:;,od"eco, orn.1e o,.oton , ''·""' ~ ch !'-.na c;ovorned 
tllolr trndo rel"".t1ono \'1.' t~ f"or:tf1.!1;r OVf"'r oinco . 

,~~~~di=;·~-:~~~.'!:n~0z:::r !ntor:-.ant •:;, op1.r1n'l, the oecmo-.J.c O''tlco~ for ti"!.o~ n 
~ c \70.c no\1 rar fron roo:; , l.n vto11 of their hnvlnr: fallon 

of Gormnn:· •" ocononic "otroiC)\t - jncl:'ltinc;" a:·3ton. 

Pola.'ld 30 rar hnd f ortuna tel~ nvoided t 1· • s ,..1 t fnll by re­

str~cti!l(; her trade u•th "ormnn;• , end •ntondod to cont inuo t'11s 
Poland ' ~ foro -a' ·ht 

110 
f ar .•olioy. In rnct , r<f1 infornr.nt bolinvod t his wa o tho only vny to 

servod to avo!d hor T'rovont Pol find ' ., ta.ll" n" :'re:" to ~oman ect>no 1c 1 f' .. nd in con-
viet 'iilza-t!on. soquencq, potential ,ol'tical do~nat•on. 

Ho \tnS r.toroover ntn\ro of o.n ovorh4n!:1n.::; elrud of nermnn 
ootont!al penetration of tho •·bole of Eastern o.nd Central Europe. 
:n such cn:o , lac~~in:; ~:ootor:" ald, ovo:l Po !and nl:ht cn:v·o'" VRbl7 

bo forced t o o.cco~odo.to her c cononic· pol1tical 3chene t o the 

Cor:nan line or polic;r. In ouch evontunl1 t7, nnd r,.,n Pol '"d ' 11 
::tandnoint, 1 t would ··e n cMe of t r :· ·n: to ecMJ)roruse Tli th dan:er 

in nn error t t o ''old on to hor indopomtonco . J:oroovor , potontinl 
collaboration bo t tle en Polnnd ::md "'~ rnan)· rrould provo a ·or · ous 
dan:or for t ho rest of t~~ ~orld . 

On t he other h~nd, Pol~d wn:: o. t t he noeont ondeavorin~ to 
find monns of offect1n;: nn increase in her t r ade \71th t ho::o 
eo,.nt rios ~:hieh were nov ~o1ns eeononl.cn!ly rrc:Joed b:· c~rman:;, 

no Poland ' · contribut ion( 1nf1n1 te o1."'1Al t hou:;h 1 t m:;ht bo )to11o.rds 
lto o~ina th1s nart of t ho wor ltd 1n nllnont a vai n hopo , fro"' f all1na 

~~~~~~ conplotely into Oorrnnn ocononic elutches .Aeeord ' ~ly, Poland ~nd 
!!\tnaC>rY were nt t ho oot~ent ondeavor J.n: to find sor.e wn:r 
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unfortunately , however , their reepoo t1vo ropro­
aontntivos hnd found it a difficult task , duo 
mainly to tho sinilar ity of their rooneet1vo ennorta . 

J~oroover , 'tft1 lnfor:>nnt added t hat he f elt 
I wan nwaro t hnt ln a.ddition to Rul'!'nry, Poland 
"ould like to be 1n n poei tion to contribute towards 
kcenil\" !hu:uln1n, Yuroalavia , t.nd Dnl:;ar1a , out of 
Ocrmany ' s onvbn('Od pol1tical- oconoM1c otrnllflo- hold. 
~ck ' s policy (no I hnvo previously po1ntod out i n 
formor despatchea) had already favored cl~eer b1lntornl 
rolatlonn , bot h ~l1t1eally and oconoaically , bo-
tweon l'olnnd nnd oach of tho aforomont1oned stn tos . 
In !net , Boo;c was no\7 proceed1ns with r onowed vigor 
in 1\11 effort to brins a'bout an nnel1orat1on or 
n~~ian-Hungar1an r e l atlono , and t o br ine Bul~ar1a 
i nto closer rolnti<>ns T:1th Rur.anin . l"oreover , l!eck 
had considerable r espect f or tho Yu(!Oolav people -
their coura~o and their ideal• ; and he folt that they 
had ot~f1cient courage of their convictions to 
reo i st an attenpt on CorMll1ly 1 o !.)art t o dra\7 t hem 
oon:ploto l y politically lnto tho r;s:l o ::>bi t . rlool.deo , 
ho felt t hilt the Yllgosltws wore ntrong onouch to 
hold tho Bt:l-nriano 1n line in ll crisis. Per~onally , 

!'rom !11'/ own obsorvat1ona , I ohoul d be moro 1ncl1ned 
to feel that tho ~o~lav pooplo - aside f rom t hat 
uncertai n political quantity, Stoyd1now1cz, would 
'bo at this Juncture a more reliable elocont to 
count on than tho Bulgarians 1'1hose fornnrd-lookin& 
policy ap~oars t o hnvo 'beon 'baaed to n lnrco oxtont 
upon t ho political auccosa of t:nzi ;>olicy. llevortholoss , 
my 1nformanta i n Polish officinl circl es ar e 1ncl1nod 
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to believo that with roc.l evi dence or an activo 
Anglo- French counter · pol1e:- , and ~ th pross,·ro 
f rom Yueoolc.v1n , Ih•lcaritl mir,ht bo oJtpootod to bo 
broucht into Uno tl("tlinot CorMAn expansion, 

('l•estion: el'oec..,cr l'y lnforruu\t '>tld :rrequently b<len aol~od the In l C'nt: r\\n t or ltritnin nnd l 'r nnce question no t o whothor it would not bo ehoa!'or in to dovotc ~nrt of arr.s o:rnonllit"res the long run for Rr1tain and :?ranco t o dovoto at t o rurci"'aoo of Dnnu61nn ,rod-.tet.s? least :Jor.o of tho r.oneyG no'W' :oi.nr to Br::.n.~enta 

Anor:or : Er itai n 
nrevented bv oo~­
l nlono ' situation 
and Franco coul d 
not a~ 1€ o !o~e . 

into the channels or trc.do , by purchasln~> for 
oxrunplo , corrod1t1oo and r>roduets or tho Danubian 
Arcn, in nn effort to '~ove~~ ~orr~~·~ becocing 
tho ooonornJ.c antl political maotor or :::o.oter n nnd 
Centrnl !'.'Uropo - and potontlally tho ecol'ooie 
dictntor or tho.t r9c:on. 

The nnswor, to his ~t1nd , w::.s that rrltr1n ""o 
':>!'e>er:ted rro1:1 t!L<1ng suc:1 a tops br !•or Dominlon ' o 
a:.tuation, and that :"'r:meo, b070nd po::.::·P-17; a 
rosturo , coul d not bo expected to tnl:e nn:· :-ooit~vo 
or e!'t'oct1vc action on th1a a core . :·oreover 1 ey 
inf'or ..... .ant. (\ot~btod tl·nt :'t•nncc undol" ;>:oescnt-d&-:,i 
circ.\.lr'!..o ta.nces , could ta.l:o n.n~,. otepo without 
,ritnln•s eoorcrot.1on. 

Peoples ot Da.nnh1a.."l In rocpon:;c to rr.y ~uo:Jt.:.on o::. to Ti ether he ~~ea not now Dro-
Gol'l'llln at hoart , thou~ht tl>o people:; of tho DMu'b1cn cou ·tr~oe r1cro 

at cotlr t pro- Cornan, Joe enid tho.t a t tho nomont 
\lnhnr"l~ r~nction ho d ' d not think ,o, for Gor.:cn;r ' e annox:.t!.on or 1" JllloErt, t ol10Y:-
l ng nnno:tnt!on; Austria nnd oubooquent hllppon1ngs thor o had oponod ll ror61dd1n" 
e.xm::pl e . t ho1r oyeo, and each country l'Or: roo.rcd that 1 t 

might beeo~ tho noxt v1ct1o or c~~~y•s r~cl'1nat1ona . 

As concerns t ho peoples or tho vnriouo 0ornnn 
m1nor1t~cs , in otntos cont 1cuouo to Gornnn" , r ocen t 
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ovents in Auotri" had norvod oo a t wo- aidod leooon: 

( n) the 1ndi vicl.unl 1 o foo.r tho. t ho r.Urht not ::ot 

nbo"rd tllo "hand t:nron" ! n ti."lc to ride Ttl t~ tho 

potcntinl uavc of ro.%1 )'Onotraticn, Md (b) the 

o.rtct'!Vlth of dio1llus1onnont nr. one tho nat:!. ve J:azio , 

rosultin<: fror• their o:q>ot•icnc:!.nc tl'o cole! renl1ty 

of !lerl!n 1 o oliU"pJ.ne do'l'll\ 1 h ~ron claw. 

The cr1ttenl ns~oct : ?ho cr1t1co.l situation, however , woo that no 
fi..errna.ny I o rl!ilp-hond 
over 1ntot•nn1 strnc- l <'m; no Gernnn:r had th o pro)'londornnco of trndo oho 
t ure t iu•ou"h economic 
bondn~e . would dictnto to thooe countt•ieo 1_n thnt 1 1f t!>oac 

cot·ntr1en =c!o 11r effor~ to throw o"'f tho yoll: cf 

r,oroan eco~omie bo~da:o , tho~ M1~bt cx,orionco ouch 

neute sut:feri"L"O, unenployr'.ont e t cotora, that the 

rooult ~~ht eonccivo.bly ho revol utions 1r economic 

Onl; sol\tt:on: re- co\lr.trles whcro ouch attorrpt:1 were r.10.do . ':':1e only ol ncorcnt 01 ~de-
auato pnrt ot solution ho enw for n ha~py outcol:lo for tl'o oconol:l1c derman trnde bv 
trade with 11bernl- d11c~lm!l in thio )'art of ::urope r:ould ho t:1e r o ­iiilnclod notiono . 

plc cor.ent by tr ose countr• ftO no\7 dol'linntod br GermAn:f 

of part of thoir Ge!'l"IW\ trndo , b:- trndo w· th liberal 

trnde- r.indocl arul pcaco- lovinc nations. 

One or potential Thor o wao ono potential dm r er which he feared 
dnn~orn : lilrolihood 
o?: dorr.w.n; ' :1 tore- a ~rent deal nnd that """ oc-,.,~th1n.::; t~h1ch ro oolievod in ... Contr~ :. 
>!Ui'opec.: -a'£ntca to 0<-r-..llln:- \70.o conter.plat1ne nnd tL.tht bo o;:nocted to 
usc oril;r ( 'cr:-""~:1 
rel l wayo and 'Oorts p\lt into effect eventunlly, nru::ely : thnt o'•e ,·oulc\ 
i or tholr cx""'orts . 

attempt to forco tho Centro.l r.uroponn CO\mtr:!.eo 

to uae only C~~~n railvnyo and ~~to for cxrorto of 

t'eir fCOOds abroad. !'ro:::1 tho PoUst standpoint , tr 1& 

rrospoet rreoontod l'.n unhappy outloolt, ror ouch 

notion would brin<- cr oat hardship to porto like Gdyn11\ , 

He s~~d up ~3 views of tho oituntion by 

stnt1ne 
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stating thAt t hrouc.h hor eco.,oJ::ic victorian, 

Gernany "'"'" otead1ly col. ninf' polit!.onl s1·ray, nnd 

although othor oountrioo wore spondinz oolossCll 

su''"' for reari!ICIJ"ent , thoy were doing little t o 

eot1bat tho aforementioned economic victorino , llo 

uas afraid that thoae other countr~es would be 

ready to take ir.lnortant atop:> in this Uno only 

nhcn it r.ould bo too lato to bring about effective 

action reacoably. 

In ovaluntill{'Cl po~sible turn :i.n f11ture events, 

my inforrumt ro::lllrltod tl>a t the Pr~ tish Govorl'\Mont 1 o 

pors1s t ont dooiro for nn nrreement with Oormnny, 

might conceivably sorvo no n force in tho cauoo of 

peace, for ho wno awnre tllat t he Br1t1oh OovornMont , 

in return for its willingneo:> to consider concoooions 

to Germany in tho colonial dot~a1n , would noeoeearily 

exact certain conditions. Tne Eritis~ Oovo~nt 

would have to ~nin soret h1ng tangible to sntiofy ito 

public opinion. Ronco , i n addition to 3ritain 1 o 

known doaix-e fox- aox-illl disaroa.nent , piU' tic\•lax-ly in 

terrJc of bombox-s , Pritllin might reasonably be expected 

to impose n condition entailing Gernnny 1 s partici­

pation in an oconon1e conference conaistin~ of nll 

EUX'oponn cou~ t%'1ea t\t least. In such event , offorta 

<rould be rnado to ohako Oorman:r loose from her 

walled- in eeonocie aysten which she was nou o·nloyinr 

so effectively aa an inntrurent of penetx-ati on abX'Ot\d, 

To his mind , suoooso in such effo:-ts would undoubtedly 

provo the q>1ckoet and noet effective noans or curb­

ing Oel'llUli'I;T 's eoonom1e-po11ticnl ponetx-ntion onotwt\l'da, 
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nnl\ to r olenae thoeo count ries now in tho po.th 
ot Oorcan enviaa~ed e~ana~on tron tho iron s~aekles 
ot t ho Oerr~n politicnl- oconomic orbit . ~boroao 

he rto.o not unduly optL'll1st1c over the prospects ot 
ccttine Oerr-an7 to ait in an econonic conference 
env1sngine Germany's diolod&rcnt fro~ hor prooe~t 
ayatom, Britain ' s eoncention and envisaged effort 
alonr these lines was constructive ru1d ndmirnblo, 
and it nnd -.hen put into .-otion, TIOUld j 1a t1ty 
tho support ot nll countr1en prnctioin{; a liberal 
trndo policy. Arter all, perhnps in terms or tho 
long- pull, this m18ht prove a ~ro ertoetivo first 
otago approach townrdo roducine the D!lllubinn Stntoa• 
dependence upon c~rmnny than o. tcnporary ncaoure 
pr oposed nnd discuaaod durinz tte recent Anzlo-~rench 
oonvornntions i n London , i . e . an emer gency ecbene 
entailinG the purchnoo ot Danubian products and 
co::::~odities . 

In sonnning tho objoctivco on both aidco or 
the llAP separating Ocrnany ' s 11clcsod11 ooonomio oyotem 
o.nd the liberal trade pollc:• of tile ·;:estern world , I 
reel thet tho foll oT/ing, fOMn4 in effect, the bnS!.3 Of 
rosistnnco \Tl'1ch llorlin mny be expected to offer in 
the event or n nr 1tish invitation to s!.t around tho 
Europoo.n economic conference table . Accordincly, 
no I s ee 1t, Oor=y 1s t1p)l.t1ng for a policy vth1oh 
to dD.te sho cannot support by reason of tho lack 
ot adoqunto ra" &tcr1al and food aourcoo . OertlO.Jl1' 
1c therefore faced with the following two nltornat1veo : 

( n) 
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(n) To r.ako a donl with r r 1tll1n and Prnneo 

rlhieh \70\tld entail ohnltin~ tho llnz1 novornnont 

looao r ron lts "closed" oeono~.lc a~·oton. ~o 

l1~u1dnt1on or thlc Ojatoc wou ld in·turn a~oll t ho 

loosenins or tho llnzi GoVOl'nl'\Ont I a r rip on t ho 

peopl e , not only ~thin the Roieh, but nlso in those 

countrioo which tl'lo l!nzi Govol'nl!&nt hno nlrondy 

succeeded in br1ncinc undor tho clut~~oa or hor 
ocono~c penetration, or, 

(b) To ~;nin control of tho rnw MAterial nnd 
food sources or Eastern and Centra l Europe in order 

to strcncthen Gcw.any 1 s hand tonnrda nee tine; 

Br 1tll1 n and France on runoro equal footins . 

or connected bcnr 1nt, in ny recent conver sa t ions 

with a veteran oboorver of nffnir s in this part of 

!~~~;!iii;~j[oEurope (whorn I hnvo usunll:• fOu.'1d t o be objective 
in his roint of vioTI) he r.11de in cr.:: oct the folloTiir-e 
observation. 

Regnl'ding tho C~ntral r:uropean c' tuo.tion he 

rel"'.ar::ed thnt nei t hor he nor ney ono ol~o :!.n thi::J 

pm•t or r:ut•opo, who \Tas will1ne t o J~tdzo tho roolity 

Of events had lln:' llOrioua boliof in the 3ChCLO flhieh 

tho ~ni d •Orsoy ho.d r eportedly ou: ooted for the 

oponing up or new Mtlrke ts tor tho Do.nnbinn rowore in 
\loa tern Zurope, 1n order t o l ellcen the lattor t a 

eeonomc Clopondene~ upon CerD".on:; . ?or such Mtll'lro ts 

na coul d bo rcr!ulps nrt1f1c1nlly established ror 

tho benefit ot tho~o ~owera - except in regard t o 

n few esaont1al COl'U110d1 tioo aueh ao oil - could 
not co::.poto whether in vol\L'10 or 1n ,...,ttor ::J of 
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long•to~ cred1to , or n:n1n in the do~A1n of 
bnrtor , l'li th tho 1'ne1l1t1os thnt Cew.nn:r was 
offerinz nnd <:ould continue to offer thom. t:y 
inforr~t deoeribod this "rehnah" of old•t1mo 
projoetz as n "pill for o.n ec.rthqunko" . J;ot oven 
Italy could eo~~eto with ~err~~ 1n thnt field . 
The doubtful !'roopect of lUll" sonuino eo::>pot1tor with 
GermAny down the Do.nnb l.o.n Vnlley, would GO n lena 
'•'"'I to pe rsuade tho Cot'l!llllls how ml.etni!On would be 
a polio;• whl.cl nieht incur ul t1ml>te wnr risl<o for 
the e~o of nn objective onv,sae1nc oconor.1c peno ­
tro.t1on , and political hecer.ony , when that ponet>•at1on 
could be rel>lized by ocono··l.c nnd diplcnic I:!:Oilno 

w1 thout ouch rbl!o . t<y ir.t' ·>mant •s 1n1'ol'l'l£-tlon 
thr ou,gh vor iouo chonnols wan to the ef.t'ect that 
Italian d1plor.acy >~no now sett1nc to mob111 zo , a-:;n1nst 
Ccrcnn ponetrnt1on, ovorJ elo~ent of rcs1otance 
in tho vo.r1oua DAnub ian states, notnbl;r !.n h\lngn>oy, 
P.Ul!lOJ'I1a , and Yucoolav1a, and Albn..,ia, !lut nceordll'IG 
to rrry informant , Italian d1plcll'.ncy wno dcottcd to 
fnllure in this respect , because i t could not of.t'or 
to tho countries in queotlo:> tho ndvrntazos wl· ich 
Ger!:ll>ny could offer. As a r.tlttel' of ro.ct , r:ry 
informant took tho viow t hnt not only would all these 
Italian act1v1t1oo fn1l to cnke any deep and lnsttne 
1mproos1on, but that , wr1celo as he night , L'v.ocol1n1 
rorA1nod the pris oner of tho Romo·Bor l 1n Axio . Ho 
fanc~od , thorororo , a second Axio to play Wit h ; ho~co , 
t he Antlo- Italo Aereo~nt , 

113' 
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lly ln!"OI'l1tlnt tl.cn •;ent 00 to onr thnt hO had 
30r1ou~ doubts a e to the ~crv~ent erroct!vono~a 

of nn;· attonr>t on tho piU"t of oith<>r Britnl.n or 
.'ranee , or 1-ot 't, to ofop int o t '>.c ccononlc l:lrench 
in "'ontroJ. !:\U"O""to , n.-"ld norc :'o.rtic,•l"\rl:" t "1;0 '""nl::c.ns ; 
for i n t ho fi1' 3t :-lo.cG, Ccr nruo;· vmo h ' otoricnlly tho 
ch1~t nar::et tor :ho 'l"'rodueta or t hA t ro~'on. Gcrr.n!'~ 

tool: eor=<ll tios and goods from t ho St nt os of th:>t 
roe1on whlc'l r•ora not roqu1r od b;• ~r1tnln nnd !'ranee , 
for ln nm:- cases , t ''te le.tter had ot.'><>r r.arlrcts to 
w'o! ch for ocononio- r>olitieel roasono thelf hnd to 
r ooorvo t~eir purc~as1n( ~or.or; tor ex~ple , rr1tn1n 
had her dominions ll'.Ar;:ots an<\ "'ranee her col<~nles . 

In ndd1tio~ they both hnd t heir r ogular-lino outleto 
<h1eh thoy had in or:oet to eo~nnnte ~ t~ nurchaaea . 
I n ot her words , tho flow of COI""lod1t1es and ll'.nnufaeturod 
coods bet\1oen Germa.'\y, 11nd especially tho Balltnns , was 
n natural and h1s tor1cnl r.ovo~nt . 

I onc:os tod thnt tho r oononl:>e of ~'\tarno.t ·.,,nl 
trnde ehnnr.Pl• ~hich r.oro ~rof1tnolo t o nll nnrt1oe , 

YIOllld seem t he only :-r ncticnl nnd fur.dal::'Jnt~.lly 
sound J:>onno \7ho~oby t ho int ernntlonn l comrun l ty could 
stiffen !ts front a~n:not tho ~-~rnord1nnr; aoc~al­
ooonom1c cond1t : ona now cons:rontL"C it. In t iL " 
diroctton, I f elt thnt my country hAd cone n long 
WtJ.'J townrd blnz1n<; t ho t r nil , nnd londin,. tho \7117 

nlonc t ho path or sound trentmont of t ho ,.o l' ld- w1do 
problon. Aecord!l'IGlY, tho tO rld m~uld do "ell to 
devote a serious nnd objoctivo atud'J t o tho 

pr~nc1ploo 
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:>r l nc l.ploa undorl:r1!'1G o••r trAdo Hborallzat!on 
r>ol1cy, whi ch ro!'roocntod 1n ny O!>in ' " n n 
constructive eont1•ibnt1on to>7nrc\ tlco ol l ov tntion 
o~ t'•o ,-;orld ' • :oc:nl-econo:;ic- poll Ueo.l tons:c>n . 

l'o n•r ood thn t th · o no lie:• ronrooontod t'lo 
on.o rny or hopo , om~rc:l.n'"' rron. the pronont Dtflto 
ot polltico- ocono:-Uc contu3iOn. l!e onl:r :-:onod 
th .. "!. t our t rndo n:rf"o~nts pro,:rnr n:~Ztt bo '"lro:.eed 
forward wlth ronewod v1eor . 
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!IY O!'::I:RVATIOilS Oil VARIOUS 
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O~'l' 'N' EAST'::A.'lD !:XI' Al:S T('\l: . 

F' F.· l}i. . - _( 

Chato nt he r !'ett~ro llS 3h0 tliO)lt , <t T/113 

becom1n~ otoadily more nnporont that >tnleoa 
11 pullod out" by Br 1t o.1n nnd ,'ranee , I taly lnirht 

be o:-::pectod. to r e!'!'.ain tor a one to cono , nn ceonotl1e­

pel! t1cnl pr1so~er of the "~rlln-~or.o Ax1o. r.ber eno 

the ~~1• had oo far aerved as nn ~~trUMant ot prol'it 

wi th lit t l e or no coot to the ohnr eholdoro or the 

1ncorporntod i ntoroats , in toms of the A.~1e ' 

net1v1t!oa a -!'i ald , tho ~uoot~on of co:1paro.t1vo 

:r~vo cono1dorat1c~ £or Ttal1an ~ntorootc . ~e 
\VO.O 

starolnc !net that l"ta l y 11ne not only ronp1ne tho 

short ond or the orot1to , but nbo t:'acod tho !ltru:·le 

to suotllin "or econo."'11c a:vl t>Ol1ticnl noniti"n i n 

~ ~~lknn3 n:n:nst a r.o~An effort to olbow 

Italio.r '11torosts o"t r>t thnt nrea . Indeed, otntist1cs 

each month ohon tl1nt tho poo1 t ion or Ital1nn interests 

in thnt arhoro waa beconinc steadily loao tonnble. 

Zho Gorcan o~ort surplus 1n trndo with Itnl0 
~7 bo o~octed to incroaoo no n result of tho 

recently concluded I talo• Oormnn trade acroomont . 

Eeononl.o to hore nr o inol inod to ree l tha t r ocont 

spoochoo by pr ominent I t nl1nn otateot~en proolnim1"8 

cont1donco t hat tho alrond~ dononst~atod ROl:!C · Oer lin 

ool1do.r1~ 
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so11de.r1t:r -.ould bo oporat1vo in tho Balknns, r1o.a 

dl.nply another 11ny of 11wh1s tlitl(; in tho dnrlt" . l!ot 

only woro t ho "nl!mns boool'tl.ne mor e dcnondont upon 

Gornnn;r in tomo of tro.do , but , accordlnc to 

stntistico , avon ltl1ly horsolf 11e.s boco:Unc noro oo. 

Stat1at1co no of 1937, coreovor, show thnt 

about 24 porcont of Italy's toto.l irtports eo~ 

fro~ Gorcanr and Auatr1n co=b~ned, and t~t about 

23 per cent of Italy ' s total o~orts so to creon~ and 

Austr1n conb1no<l , 1'1 1eh r>onns thnt almost 25 porcont 

of Italy ' s totnl foro1(:1' trade is with Gr ontor Go r l"'llny . 

The feet tho.t 11 cordinol point in I taly's 

forel(';n pol1cy I'IO.O tho n1A1ntenance of Italian intoroots 

in tho "nll<nns , 1nd1eo.tod o. r r0\71"1: clash of Ror:to ­

Eerl1n 1ntc:-oots 111th~n th"'t area. Por exonple , o. 

review of 1937 otnt1st~os dtsclo~ed ~t Italy ' s 

ex~rts to YU:oslavia dwindled fron 23 ~rcont or 

YUcosl~vin ' • toto.l trade to 9 ,crcent ~1oroor . 

J:oreover , il:lporto rron Y\lcoolnvia to Itnly d\7~ndlcd 

fron 13 percent to 0 porcont . 

On the other ho.nd, nlnnc1ng e.t tho Axis pictw•o 

from t ho llerl1n ond , stntict1cs show thnt expor ts .!'rom 

Yueoslavia to Gorman;· hnd 1ncronsed to 35 porcont , 

and Gorr~ ox~orto to YUnoslnvin had increnoed to 

45 porcent . 

In c0111pnrinG Oo=.llll:- ' s nnd It&l y's roopeetl.ve 

trodo with ?unrnry shares 1n H~~~arian tro.do , nvailnble f1~roo show 
on Ito.l1an interest~ 

t hat of l'Un:;~ 1 s totnl OX!'Ort:> , 53 )'Creent 11ont 

to Greater Gor.oon7 n~o.1nst 15 per cent to Italy. 

Accor d!nc to ny lntormant , Hungnrinn ceonomiata 
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hold that a 50 porcont r ise in tho cost of 11v1~ 

rt1t h1n Hungary l'laa mai nly n t t r ibutnble t o tl\G 

atrnisht - jaeltetintS effect of Ocrnan trade. 

Abo\,jt t\':onty per cent of Great or German:"' s total 

foreign trade is no•r tied up wi th sou t ho ast ern and 

cen t ral Europe. St a tistics i nd i cate tha t G>•cnt or 

Gern.o.ny 1 s oconor.Uc infiltration of Sl)ut hoastern 

nnd central Europe has tnlcon on the form of a ilt•i vo 

f o r a self- sufficient southeastern and central 

area under Grentol' Geroany 1 a pol itical and econo!:lic 

dol:l1nat 1on. J.toreover , s t atistics indicate t hat 

Italy is about f i ve tines moro dependent economicnlly 

upon Gr eat er Germany t han t ho latter i s d ependent 

upon Italy . 

Jlazi dos:!. c;ns on ~;nining control of the Danubian 

t rnd c , and ;Jaz1 hopes of turnl l"_g the Danube i n t o 

part of a Mnzi - fiod ,.,nter route f r or.1 tho Jlerth t o the 

Blaclr son, have not escaped tho lonc- r anc;e concern 

of far - soelnz s tatos~on and econo~ists in this 

part of !lurope . I ndood, t hey a r e tmnro t hat throu~h 

Germany's annexa t ion of Aus t ria , r.rernan:r had c o.innd 

contr ol over more than 50 percent of the Donubo • s 

t rade . Accordinz t o thes e economists, Oerr.1an:r placed 

:;roat 1t:porta!1CO upon t his river ' s aidin& German 

infiltration i n the reg.lons t <u-oughout which it f l owed. 

Cheap water !'ro1rht rates , in addition to the "clenrin,Gs" 

and ot her restrictive fac tors of tho Germtln "closed" 

economic trndi nt; system, ccmp1•ised a combination whi ch 

"-'ere t o be exnectod to oorve Germany a o an effective 

aid t o her onatward dr1vo , 
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GerMnlr's r ootr1etod econo. J. c o:;atorn ha• 

pnnott•ated into Contrnl nnd Southeo.otorn Euro1>e 

with a.J.noat unbelievable GJ:"'Od , durin~" t'•e po.at 

three or four :·onro, ocononloally s\tbjupot in5 

a n•~~or of countrioo !n thooe a r ooo - a condlt1on 

nhorefrorn the; ~ro 'ncreao·,-17 f'~in- it difficult 
to shako thomse lvon loose . l'orcover , Cormany ' o 
ayater.t io tondin,s to elbow-out trade r:1t.h t hooo 

powers n't1ch !'ract1eo a 11boral t1•nde nol1c:; . It 

10 only (\ qve st1on or time thoreforo ' when Gornnn:• I s 

eo!'l)>ot1t1on 1n tho~o areas ca:r he O"!'Oeted to roflect 

itself unro.vorabl y in the oeonon1c and 1nduotr1al 
atructuro of ouch co\tntrios 1'8 r r1ta1n , •rolland, 

.'ranee, Swit~orlan<: , nnd Scandinavia. 

A r oviow of trade retttrns brines to l1.")1t tho F1~cs of ~ermany 1 o 
1937 trado v! th 
hrooce , nnd fnct thnt 11 sizable 1neceenoo in t.'le roman ohnro of 
CO\L.,trie:' in the 
Do.nubi an aron. tho iMports of Yuroa1ovla , Rurn-~1a , Crocco , ~1-n~ia , 

nnd Turkey, hns tnlton !'lace ovor tho rnot four :roar s . 
-n fact , Cor:-.nn;-•s c.nd Austr~a ' s eor.b:nod ohnro 1n tho 

1J:lports of these cnur tries s' OTIS n noro ray-id 1nercaso 

thnn their share in Iter cxportc - duo in the n:n.in -

to these countrioo 1 insbllit:· to l1q••1date their 

Country ~g~~ta~8 Rrt:b-%R1· Tr.roort2 to gt"?o~~1 norcer .. o.,..o OX""'Ort s . lmports . 

H\tnGary 41 44 . 2 
Rw'lania 26. 9 38. 
'\teoclavi n 35. 2 42. 7 
J'\tl:ar ia 47.1 58. 2 
Grooco 29. 6 32. 2 
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As tor Polnnd, Cornany 13 relative pos ition 

r omni nod aor:owhnt olm.llar in tho per iod l031- 3G 

1n tome of Cornony ' o n~rcontnce of • o tn' importo. 

as tho foro~oot oup!>l1or to tl>oso cow,tr1oe nnd 

tP..c.t f"rernnn:~r ~ e!la.ro ~n tho exror "a ot t!"e3e CO\tntrle:J 

is : ros ter than n. ... :r other nat~on. 

It 1o 1ntoro t'n3 to note the doellre of trodo 

betr.cen Czoc..."'oolovaJ:1o. o.nd Groa.ter Corl"'tG.n:r. -ot.,.,eon 

the years 1929 - 37 , Oorrtnn:' ' 3 sharo !.n Czec"oslo•Jnl•1a ' o 

foreicn trndo wns nbout halved. Tr ade roturno ohow 

thnt althou~ tho ohD.roo of Britain and l'rnnco and 

the United Staten, in Czochoslovakin 1 a foro1:n trado 

incrcnood, thoir ineroaoo did not balance tho loooos 

\'l'lich Czochoolovo.l:ia suffer ed f.n her trade T!. t h 

Crenter Cer.oanr. 

• I:avin" in rtlnd t• "t Od!-nil\ I s sr.nro of Czoeh 
• •l 

eX]X>rt traffic th1o ~car a:-ount ed to about 2 , 000, 000 

tons , cr nn 'ncronoe ovo~ last >ear of about 75 

0Uoot1on : or 1:-d,,in' r por cont , I enqu1rod ot: my 1nfornnnt .•• to thor l'o tliOI\&lt 
~otontlal cocpcti-
ion wlth tor r.nn t ! oland Mieht nonco1vnbly s ee her ?la'J clenr to crnnt 

porto . 
fnrtber trnff1 c oonoosa1ons on increanorl volUl'le , t o 

t he ultU,nte mutvnl ~enofit of Polnnd and CMc'-on1.,vnk1a. 

In rosponao , l>o "tntod that Poland 170\'ld nnturnll:r 

nolcot:.e an :ncroaso in tho floe of C=oC: trnffie 

Odynia-wn~do , end nddod thD.t Polnr~ would bo willinc 

to ~o rar in ter.Mo or eonoos~1ons to n~ot eor.n~tit!on 

ovc~ tho Cernnn r~:~lla and \Taten1ays . TIO\'Iever, until 

the Czech ' s booamo fully conocious or n Gor nnn ntto11pt 

not t o ,.,a in o. ntro.n"lo- hol d C'Wnr . hnt ~'-"'"'' +" 
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ntiflo C'~och ox:-crto tlU'ou:-h 1ncroCtocd tnr.l!'!'a , 

"olrnd COuld l"Ot tnl:o tho OUl' VOyS Of C~cc!. tnr1ff 

dolecntiona ntOl'O ' 01'' ot•ol:• t han in the li••ht of n 
hantt 

£les turo , on tho ono ch1U!I\r:tor1zod by prooouro Ol' 

rornnn:· for liberal tnrlt!' tro,tr-ent, and on tho 

ot!1cr , :m effort to nnol' orate Pol13'!- C:och rolnt~ono 

roc~-t :oot'.ll'~ on th:o ocore , ond before t>~cor.·n:­

exc1 ted ovor C\lCh '\ t~rptinP nr oo!'oct , Polnnd '""'Uld 

a1·ra.1t concreto ovidonco o! Cz.och intont~ona . 

I an nt~oro thnt l'olnnd hno been nblo to r-oot 

the com~et1tion of Cornnn tnr1!'rs to tho oxtont of 

2 , 000, 000 tonll o!' Czech o>:port businosc o••er tho 

past yonr . ''or~over , 1n the eve"t t hnt Polnnd "! 011od 

s~ens or tryin~ to owinc r.u~ ~ore Czoeh trnrfic 

rro~ tho rorr~ rout~nc, to ~d~ia, ; Col1ovo 

C'e=:m:-•c recor-n'tlon t!:ereor nould :~ve riso to 

arotber tl o;>oct; thnt I s to an~· , the qt:ention would 

cease t o co one hoh•non Cerrmn:-- and Czocroa lovnl:1a , 

and wo\•ld 1nov1 tobl y become ~ cor.fl1ct or lr•toroot 

bC> tween Gorn~n:· Mrl Polnnd. In t hio lip)lt , I ohottld 

be i nc lined to loolt !'or C~l'l".an !'roonuro nr;n11'St 

Poland oll nlon: tho line . 
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Warsaw, November 5 , 1938. 

My dear Mr. President : 

l!any eigns point to the l!unich Conference and its i =ediate sequel's having already had fer r eaching r epercussions throughout t he who l e extent of the European continent. As in effect point ed out in my preVious letter, i n view or t he appar ent check suffered by the western powers , t he smaller countries, such as those of t he Oslo group , which bad already decided upon neutrali ty and upon repudiation of the compulsory sanctions clauses of the LeaBue Covenant, are already congrat ulating t hemselves on their foresiflht and otisdom. Belgi um, Holland, Switzerland , and the Scandinavians are more then ever determined not to be drawn into any conflict between the major powers . 

States east and southeast of Berlin , t hough rapi dly fe lli ng i n line with Ber lin • s orientation i n an econocic sense, are in many cases, still groping for soce "out" (a) from eventual German political hegemony, end (b) from becoming t he potential victims of "peaceful settlements" between t he major powers. Poland is i n this category. 
The Chanceries of eastern and central Europe ere 

now apparently practicing a" balancing policy", characterized by a search for the orientation whereby they may be the safest (at least t emporarily so) and wberefroc they may acquire the most benefits. 

Having 
The Presidan t 

The \'/hi te Rouse 
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Having interpreted recent event s to mean Bri tain's 
and France • s "evacuation" of eastern and central Europe , 
certain s t a t ea , such as Poland , Yugoslavia and Hungary , 
have recently been evidencing an inclination to look to 
Ro:nc in t heir pursuance of a post-1'-unich course ot 
" balance diplomacy" between Berlin and Rome. Due to 
Ita~y's politico-econoaic position in central Europe , 
these sna~er states looked for Italy to adopt "eseures 
towards preventing German penetration and doaination 
in a region which Italy haci hitherto regarded as her 
natural and legitimate sphere of interest . 11oreover, 
the smaller states felt I taly might be tempted by the 
prospect ot acquiring tor herself in t hese par ts, the leader­
ship which France had apparently abandoned , 

For the second time however, since the Anschluss, 
and in thie instance, at the recent Italo-German arbitrati on 
conference in Vienna, Mussolini succumbed t o Hitler, and 
this blasted the hopes of statesmen of t he smaller countries 
to Berlin's east tor Italian support . 

Though Italy nay desire to resist the Germen drive 
down the Danube valley by diplomatic and economic o~ans , 
and by domestic intrigues, she would not at this d ate, 
i n my opinion , dare t o challenge Germany by force uf arms . 
Indeed , I find it difficult to believe either in the will 
or abi lity of Italy (unbacked by the western powers) t o 
stand up to Germany. 

I find it equa~y difficult at this ~Titing to foresee 
any development which in f inal r esort will not ~ply a 
variable degree of German hegeoony over t he various individual 
states east and southeast vf Berlin - a her,emony which 
certain economic and political arrangements between these 
stat es may mitigate , but not prevent . Moreover, as Germany' s 
trade offensive effectively advances , t he states in its 
pat h .can hardly afford t o quarrel with their best customer , 
from a trade standpoint . 

As regards Germany' s poet- Munich position , it is 
interesting to note that as Germany emerges from the " have 
not" to th ?~ "b!l-ve" category, Nazi inner circles ere 
manitestin~ver the renewed vigor with which the western 
posers are arming. 

Signs 
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Signs at the moment point t o Germany 's planning 
on the one hand , a period of territorial reoonsolidetion and digestion , and continuance of her eastward trade 
offensive, on the other . Funks recent southeastern tour brought to light Geroany's new f orm of approach to the various tra de goals envisaged in Berli n ' s program. In brief , t hese bilateral negotiations moy be characterized as en approach to meet the special circunstances prevailing in each country with which Berlin aims to do business. I n oases where states are under-industrialized and thus unable to part icipate in the exchange of items of the character suitable to German r equirements, Germany proposes to take in hand the organizing of an industrial structure within such states , providing them with technicians and mat eriels - receiving 1n return food commodities and ot her products . 

In connection with this eas~~d drive, Berlin' s 
present mood was characterized in effect, by t he following s t atement recently irup&·ted to me by an experienced 
observer wllo enjoys close contact with inner Nazi circles : Garmany was not building a raoshaot le r oad, such as that which Napoleon bull t . The road which present- dey Germany was constructing woula not tumble . 1/hile Napoleon was a great General, he had lacked the opportunity to learn 
many things prescn t-day Ge1·many had learned, and which only t he modern \•,orld under stood - such aa, economics and the regularized expansion of population. I interpret this to mean that an almost "power dr unk" end super- confident Germany i ntends t o have no unsympat hetic or undigested portions along the way towards its eastward goal. 

Lly informant furtharnore state4 that inner !iazi 
circles were now looking t o Mr. Chamberlain to see wha t he would propose. Accordingly , they expect greet efforts t o bring about European appeasement and understandings to characterize the next t hree to eix l'!Onths. roreover, t hese circles did not antic ipate~ t he moment a Four-Power Pact , rather t hey looked for conferences of several or more powers directly inter ested in any particular oettlement . 

As tor Poland's current position in l1Cht of eastward polit1co-eoonocic ascendency, I am aware 
Germany• a 
that 

while 
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•·1h1le Poland hos already t<iven evidence of "pleyinf! ball" wi t11 G<!rmany econooically, as a tenporary expedient, a he realizes i t i e a risky pone at the best , end 1a seriously apprehensive in terms of the lone-roOFe political outlook. Indeed, '.'/&rsov• deeply regrets increasing evi ­dences of Dritain'a and France's eastern and central European evacuotton - for , ol thouR~> ·.lor saw has for l one ceo sed to expect Dri tish and French military interven-tio n in Offoirs Of t .<i S s ec tion of Europe 1 nevertheless, ·./orea\1 regarded evidences or thelr ect1 vo interest in t. e l i eht or a healt hy balOnee . 

As r ep,nrds neor f'uture policies of the present British and French r.ove:rnnents . current Sif'n& indicate thet France, like Dri ttd.n 1 v;J.ll exert efforts to\o1lrds cakinp, peace VIi th tne dictators , ana that F:ranee will try to seeuro from Hitler a statement or peaceful in­tentions somewha t along the lineo or that which he rnude to l'r . Chomberloin. 

Just hO\v tor the dencnds of Hitler end his J;azi 
"colony-monaers" will impede understand in6B of durllble character between Clormany, l:lri t a1n und France r espeoti vely, remains to be seen. 

~1 th every good wish , I an 

Youro fai~lly, 

~t?~-f'j 
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