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Wa r saw, Apr i l 7, 1939 

IJy deer !.!r . Pres1 denc: 

As o r possible lnceresc co you, I 81!1 

rorwer~ing you here co acceched memoranda : 

t/o . 1 dealing wi Ch cer t ain lmporcsn t poll­

tica l rector s , and No . 2 dealing with certain 

observations on the possible bear i ng or 

Bitler' s I r on ore end pe t roleum requir ements 

u pon his poten t ial forward - look ing progr am 

or expans i on . 

~l th eve r y good wish , I am 

So cl osures : 

!.!e:nor anda 
Nos . 1 end 2 . 

The President , 

Fe ! th fully yours , 

~<r'" ~ 

The ~ite House , 

\'le shing ton, D. C. 
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I believe that the following among other rectors 

cell for consideration in ~~ing developments in the 

malting. 

l. The f act tha t Hitler did not instantly strike 

out against Pol and on the heels or Chamberlain's de­

claration . This suggests , to my mind, tha t Hitler may 

conceivably have adopted alternative tactics a imed at 

inspiring relaxation amongst the political circles 

throughout Lurope ,. in which esse he mi ght await the 

psychological moment to strike at wha tever opening 

presents i tself . 

2. In this connect i on, reports of Hitler's de­

cision to proceed direct from his "Strength Through 

Joy" cruise in the Baltic to Ber cbtesgaden, to remain 

there until bis birthday on April 20th, are a lready 

discernibly and reportedly contributing to a certain 

amount or relaxation in European political quarters . 

In my opinion , these reports , together with whet I 

interpret as deliberutely inspired rumors that Hitler 

may be expected to devote himself for the next two 

weeks exclusively to birthday ceremonitil pla ns, are 

too numerous not to be obvious. Indeed, I feel they 

are inspired tor t he t ac tical purpose of anestbesing 

the European political urena into a state or repose. 

:3 . personally, I believe that Europe is now at 

the threshold or a period which will require more 

caution, more vigil ance and a greater errort at pre­

paredness than ever before . Moreover, I feel that 

the 
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the only means or preventill6 11 conrla~<ration between 

now and November, is (a) unprecedented speed 6nd et­
ticienoy in the re11rmament programs ot Britain, Fra nce, 

Poland and other potential participants or the propoeed 

anti-aggression front; (b) fi~ese and solidarity 

among participants or the proposed anti -aggression 

tront, not necessarily, however, through decl arations 

or o provacative nature; (c) emergency aecomodation 

in terms or equipment and/or tinanciul credits by 

t he big Powers, to make up existent deficlenolee in 

ths equipun t ot the smaller Powers which might be 

deemed worthy thereof. 

4. It these aeasures are adopted without delay, 

they muy be expected to have a deterrent effect upon 

the minds or the German General Start . 

AS I view the picture between now and November, 

the closer ~urope approaches that month, the greater 

degree ot belance in armament will have been achieved 

by the potential ant1 -aggr6saion tront as against 

Germany - and accordingly, the more likely that tbe 

current grave European situation might be liquidated 

through stat esmanship and diplomacy ruther than throueh 

war. 

Tha French General Start have, according to the 

French .'.mbtLaeudor, secretly ascertained that the Qeraan 

General Start had recently cc~ to accept the theory 

that u war today woulc! be one ot long duration . On.e 

should not , however , lose eight or Hitler 's own potential 

att itude - should not overlook the report (whioh per­

sistently reaches here) that Hitler dlsoou:tts hie 

General sta tf' e counsel and 1a deaf to their opinion 
that 
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that Gercuny cannot deteut the Europe=n democracies 

in u ow=paign ot l ightning destructi on . It thia is 

actually so , then a power-drunk Hitler, petulant and 

enraf.'ed over Pol and • s and Obo.mberluin • s bovi ng tbrown 

a "wrench" (in torm ot the proposed ant i -aggreseion 

policy) into the mac!Unery ot Hitler• s "house-breaking" 

schedule, might conceivably strike out suddenly in 

either direction - ·,;est or last . 

~ - Indeed, Hi t ler ' s and his associat es • t breateniDE 

utterances and their delibera t e and pe t ulant retueal to 

admit that Chamberlain ' s proposed anti-aggression t rent 

is strictly a policy of defense, are significant of 

Hitler's mood. It is becoaing increasingly clear that 

H1 tler ia enraged by Poland • a dar.10nstra ted wUl to 

r esist and by Britai n's intervention, in that together 

they have put a "crimp" in tho schedule ot Hitler ' s 

"gangster diplomacy" . Accordingl y, his obvious 

eagerneaa to inter pret and play up Chamberlain's pro­

posed anti-aggression front as a pol icy ot enc1rele~nt, 

indicates to my mind Hitler ia building up his ceae (e) 

tor tu.rther adventures, and (b) possibly to rally again to 

his support the German people amongst whom there has 

reportedly been e rapidly spreading react ion to the 

eftect tha t while Hitl er, until recently bad been 

serving the political purpose ot t he Gernan peopl e 

without encounteri ng war, now, having consoli, a tad a 

large part or tbe world u~ainat Germany, he represented 

8 menaoe to the welfare and lives ct the ceroan popu­

lation. To my mind , indeed, Hitler may now be drama­

tizi ng himsel f as t he potentiul victim of "collective 

pre Judice 



- 4 -

prejudice, lack of understanding, and unr easonabl eness" . 

Hence , if faced vnth the possibi l i ty ot "slipping" in 

terms of his own pol1 t i cal position i n Germany , and if 

faced wi th t he realizati on t ha t a war either a t hi s 

West o r his East , coul d not be l ooa11zed, Hitler, l ike 

a cornered gangster, might conceivably try to "shoot 

his way out". 

6 . or perti nent bear i ng it is reasonable to suppose 

t hat Hitler ' s curr ent enraged end pet ulant mood i s i m­

portantly attributable to t he pOOl' j udgment of German 

d i p l omacy end I n telligence Service, characterized by 

Ribbent rop ' s and the letter ' s miscalculations of public 

end offi cial opinion i n London end Paris as well as Warsaw. 

7. I .., inclined to look for the period between now 

and a t least t he end of ~!ny t o repr esent one or r apidly 

increasing tension in all directio ns t hroughout Europe . 

1Jeanwb1le , Hitler v:i ll ei tber break out i n fresh adventures , 

or wage an insidious campai gn ( a) towards d ivo rcing the 

East f r om the '.lest of Europe, end (b ) towards fomenting 

revolutions VIi t hin Pola nd , Rwnania end Yugosla•tia, as well 

as Russ i a . 

******* 

AJDB/emq 
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While stationed in Oslo, I collaborated with 

Mr. c. \V. Wr i ght, of the United States Bureau or 

Mines, in assembling a report of mining resources 

and operations in Norway . This research led to my 

study or ava ilable figures on Germany' s iron ore and 

petroleum requirements and sources of supply. I con­

sequently formed t he opinion thet as well as petroleum, 

iron ore might be expected to play a major role in 

Hitler ' s politico-economic plans , and thus have an 

important bearing upon the direction or hi s erpansion 

program. 

Now t hat the question as to Hitler's nert move 

again arises i n the mi nd or interes ted statesmen and 

diplomatists t oday, there ie much specul ation ubroad . 

Personally, I believe as previously reported, that 

in terms of near future calouletions , Hitler may be 

considered somewhat in nature ot a football quarterback 

who picks his openings as he discerns them anywhere 

along the line • 

As to Hitler's main-line objective, however, it 

is important to bea r in mind that according to the 

French Ambassador here, the French General Starr has 

secretly ascert ained t hat the German General St aff has 

definitely ceased to visualize a swift destructive war 

or short duration, and bas come to accept the theory 

that any war will be one or long duration. Provided 

Hitler concurs with his General Steff, then this would 

suggest 



even mare abundant· sources or petroleum and iron ore to 

meet his potential requirement i n event he envisaged coming 

to grips with the West. 

This suggestion, in turn, prompts me to look tor him to 

cast an even more than hitherto covetous eye on the Ukraine . 

Accordingl y , I should look tor him to approach his Ukraine 

objective either (a) through vreakening not only Russia , 

but also the intervening states such as Poland end Rumania, 

through fomentation or revolutions, or (b) through negoti ation 

with Russia and these states, based either on force or 

through tempting , fantastic but eventually empty promises. 

(In this connection I have for some t ime had reason to sus­

pect that Hitler e1.ms to t ake advantage or what he reportedly 

forjjlles as an industrial breakdown in Russia wi t hin the 

next year, to supply Russia With machi nery replacements.) 

In my opinion, (a) represents the preferred course and 

the one which is more then likely under immediate considera­

tion, tor in the case or (b), Stalin, if he were in his 

right senses would be reluctant to engage in any rapprochement 

with Berlin tor tear it might eventually prove his own undoing; 

besides, it would be only reasonable to expect that Hitler's 

adoption ot tactiJis described in (b) would arouse the West's 

suspicion and provoke counter maneuvers. Moreover, in the 

ossa or (c), Hitler would now have to be prepared for a 

western attack on his back, provided t he proposed anti-

aggression 



In considering the foregoing I have in mind the~ in 

terms ot the broad outline, t he pest six months have wit­

nessed whet might be characterized as an at tampt by the 

West ot Europe to divert the Nazi cyclone eastward, Then 

came Chamberlain ' s declaration of l!arch 29, signaling a 

maJor effort to :t'orm an anti- aggression front with Poland 

as an east ern European basis . It is reasonable t o assume, 

therefore, that i:t' Russia can be enlisted as a participant 

in such a front, either on a bilateral or unilateral basis , 

this will have served to notify Hitler that the '!/est bad 

experienced a change of heart and would no longer tolerate 

a German aggression against Russia. Indeed, in such case, 

Hitler would have to decide, should he still contemplate 

further adventures, whether to strike out first against 

the East or the Vleet and/or whether he would be prepared 

w stand ott an attack on his back while he was engaged on 

t he other side, 

Ot further pertinent beari ng, it is i nteresting that 

competent and experienced observers of eastern end central 

European affairs agree in most oases that what Hitler 

has already ga ined economically in his expansion drive 

east and southeast of Berlin would pro bably su:t':t'ice merely 

in peace time but not in war time. Accordingly, they point 

out the~ even i:t' Hitler were able to acquire Rumania ' s entire 

oil 
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oil production ot about 7,000,000 tens per annum, t h ia 

would be tar from autticient tc supply Germany •a r equire­

menta in oddi tion to What otherwise would be ava1lable 

during a war period. Hance, in terns or oil, Rumania 

may be marked down rather as a "service station• on 

Hitler ' s envisaged route tc Baku. 

Moreover, i n t erms or hi s d.ron ore requirements, the 

following br ier summary or observations mey possibly prove 

ot int erest. 

Previous tc the Greet Uer Britain end Germ~ny were 

approxioately in a sim.1lar position as regards their res­

pective sources ot supply or iron ore. In otb.er worda , 

each produced about 50 per cent and il:>ported about 50 per 

cent or their respective roquirements . I .n t hose days, 

Gerlllliny obtained from What was then German Lorraine about 

25 ,000,000 tons per annum, Which represented between eo 

to 85 per cent or Germeny•s then curr ent need. Hence , l oaa 

or Lorraine as result or the 17ar n:.eant that Germany had tc 

resort to hoce production which amounted to about 10 per cent 

ot her requireu:ents . This ho:ne production was subsequently 

increased to about 1& per cent by Goering's having re-opened 

old mines . According to informed observers, t his could ba 

raised probably tc about 20 per cent in time or war which 

would mean t hat Germany would be forced tc import about eo 

per cent or her requi r ements. 

During the Great \lar, Germany's steel and iron pro­

duc tion amounted to about 19 ,000,000 tons per annum. which 

would 
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would sea t o indicate that her >~ar r equirements would be 

at t he r ate or 20,000,000 tons a year. This 1~uld coll 

tor iron oro t o the amount of anywhere fran between 

45,000,000 to &0,000 , 000 tons - 45,000 ,000 tona i n the 

caae or Swadish high ~ode ore , &o,ooo,ooo tone in the 

oaee of forme r C\erme.n Lorrai ne low grade ore. 

The question then arises as t o whet source Geroany 

could rely upon in the event of war. Sweden, l'ih i ch dur ing 

the \'lar woe to reed by the Bri t1 sh to reduce its maximum 

shipments or iron ore, between 7,000,000- 6 ,000,000 tons, 

to 3, 500,000 tons to Genne.ny, 1e now shipping ot the rate 

of about 8 ,000,000 tons . Accord i ng t o competent observer s 

here, t he Swedes are apprehensive les t Ge~any press them 

to extend their present rete of 1ton ore exports to Gerceny 

to about 12,000 ,coo tone . 

l:oreovor, Gerneny i a 110\'t, accor ding to eveileble tirures, 

impor ting about 40 per cent or Spain 's iron ore production, 

or about 1 ,000 ,000 tons . It would be reasonable to suppose , 

h011sver , t hat i n tillB or war , even t hougb these shipcente 

were made t o Genoa vie Barcelona (provided Italy remained 

nn Axis partner in evont of '"Br l, only about 50 per cent or 

theoe shipment a would orr1 ve at the point or destination. 

I n view or the foregoing and on the bash of a roUBh 

calculation that (e) Germany might be able to effect o home 

product ion or about 10 ,000,000 tone or iron ore, >l'h1Gh would 

mee.n about 3,500, 000 tons o r steel, and (b) an l.nportation 

of 
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or, say, epoo,ooo tone ot Swedish ore (unless the Dr1t1ah 

and/or the Ruaaiana put a a top to all Swedish exporta to 

Germany), vth ieh IW>uld n eon about 4,000 ,000 tons ot steal; 

t his would e qual about 7 ,500 ,000 tons or eteel or a~athing 

less than about 40 par cent or !lel'l'l8ny' s war time raauire­

ments or ebout 20 ,000,000 tons . 

I cannot help but teal that the question ot cover.ll\6 

t he clitference or 60 per cent Will have an ioportent bearing 

upon ~itlar' e forward-looking program or expansion, in the 

event that he concurs With hie General Stasr tbat 11 war with 

t he western powera , and whatever powers in eastern and central 

Europe become participente in t he proposed ant1 -ap~aaaion 

pact, would be one ot long duration. Accor dingly , I should 

look ror lfitlor to turn 11111 attention w1 t h r enewed .lnteroat 

to the Ukrai ne with a view to the iron ora deposita i n the 

Doniec area, aa well ae the petroleuo or the Deku ret;ion. 

Indeed , experi enced obeervere bare point out that Berlin ' s 

agents ere buey with propap:anda e"""gst (a) *''lh ite Ruaaiana" 

i n the area between IAn i ngrad and the t'kra.lne, (b) the 

Coasac!:l! or t he Don and Kuban areas, a nd (c) in Azerbaijan, 

Georgia, and A=enU. 

It is pertinent to report that official ci rcl ea here 

are aware or o fficial SWadiah apprehension lost i n the not 

dietent tuture Stockholm receive What might vi rtually amount 

to an ul t!J:IIItum rroa Germany to turn over to h er 80- 8 5 per 

cent 
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cent or t he total Swedish iron ore production, (In this 

connec t ion , i t is interesti~ that orticial cirolea believe 

that the prevailing pro-German reeling thro~hout the SWedish 

army ¥10U ld be oounter- balance4 by t.'le independent l niri t or 

the Swedish Oonrnment and diesip&ted by the appearance or 

the fir st German soldier on Swedish soil. ) 

AJDB/emq/ia 

••••• ... 
• 
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Warsaw, Apri l 22 , 1939 

~y dear Mr. President : 

As ot pos sible interest, n friend of t.ftl r geret' a 

end mineJ who owns on extensive property nenr Uomel * 

he s just informed us that on the day o f the Gerneo 

march in to lf.emel, the tonk units had to trAverse about 

60 kilometers ot passable roods . Our informant ' s 

brother , a can ot militer:~ expe r ience, havine wit­

nessed t he performance of these t anks, characterized 

t his particular operati on as a "break- down " in that 

numerous tenks wer e le f t by the side of the rood, 

having encountered difficulties with their enp,1nes 

end their tractors . He ascri bed most of the trouble 

mainl y t o the 1netficucy of a r t ificial lubricants . 

lf.oreover, in finding a number of motor lorries 

also drawn up et the side of t he roed , he conc luded the t 

their 

The Presi dent , 

The l'lhite House, 

\'lashing ton , D. C. 
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t heir t r oubles wore due no t only to artifioi e.l lubriollllta, 

but t o tire trouble ee well, reeultont trom tho uoe of 

synthetic rubber. 

Yaitbtul l v yours, 

-r~~AeLo/ 



1/arsew, April 18, lll39. 

My dear Mr. President: 

Aa or possible interest, I am forwarding you, 

1/ hereto attached, e memorandum covering confidential 

disclosures made to me recently by en experienced end 

objective observer vmo , under the RUise or London Times' 

"Special Correspondent", accompanied Hr. Robert Hudson , 

Undersecretary or State for Fore1AA Trade, t o 1/ersew end 

l1osoow. His command or t he Russian os well es German 

end French lanp.u&RPB, facilitated t he underly1nr purpose 
or his trip , which, he in1'ormed me, entailed an "independent", 

real istic appraisal of Russia's potential military , air , 

and naval strength. 

Upon my informant's return fron llosoow, he stopped 

off here several days , before pr oceeding to London . His 

findings and observations which he confidentially disclosed 

to me at tha t time I have S\ll"l!llarized in t he attached 

The President 

The V/h1 te House 

Washington, D.C. 

memorend\1111 , 
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menoranduc. 

The substance or his rooort, to QY mind , i s 

particul ar l y interesting tn that his observations ar e 

baaed not only upon hia "on the spot" inspection , but 

also upon the obaorvetiona of Cernon dipl onatic , oa 

well as other inforl'l&d '\UOr t or e of l!oseow, 

\lith every good wi sh , I nm 

Faithfully yours , 

~(B.·,M l .. ~ 

Enclosure: 

L Llecorandum. 
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Crouna roroea . Approximately 1,800 ,000 troops now nobilized. 

About 1, 000 ,000 of these gar r isoned along t ho western 

frontier, end about 800,000 in eastern Ruaeia . COre-

over , t he presumably mobilized force or 1,800 , 000 

forms framework tor on additi onal 3 ,200 ,000 callable 
in quie t order. 

Fortifies- Along the western frontier and at n dJ. s t ance or tiona· 
supplies and about 2~ miles therefrom, runs a line of fortifi cations corununice-
t iona. consistin~ chiefly or concrete block-houaee . Behind 

Planee 

these , at appropri ate points is a ayat en or abundantly 

s tocked food end pe trol supply depots. The main troop 

concentration centers ere at Polotsk, Minsk , Y.iev, 

and Be~ta . hlthough t he roads connecting t roop and 

supply centers along the west front ere secondary in 

cherecter, the y nre su t t icieotly serviceable tor transpor t 

purposes . (as a metter of foot, only within a radius or 

about 125 miles or I.Ioscow, ere the main ronda metalled) . 

While Oernan oilitary observers esticate a total 

ot 9 ,000 planes, my informant judging from i nqui r ies in 

all quarter s, believes there i s 8 total or nbout 7,000 

~which could be used one way or other~ . He moreover 

estima t es t hat or t hese , t here are about 4,500 t o 5000 

"first line" planes about two- thirds or y,t.ich ere i n 

the region or the western frontier, and one-th ird in 

east Russi n. or those in t he weot , about 700 ar e 

potentially 
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pot entially "uaet'ul" bocbers. t:y int'ol'l:lllnt believes , 

however, the Russians are low on "first claasw bomber e . 

AbunOanca of l1R)1t Mel heavy tenks in weot . The 

wugllt s " core numerous Mel in good shape - t he wheeviea" 
potent ially "userur but not up to " t op" standard. 

or t he tota l naval tonnage, t he coat potentially 
e ffective rect or consis ts or about 100 wmoder n t ype" 
submarines in the Baltic , a a well as a sizeable fleet 

of tee t torpaclo-equippecl motor boa t s , (oimiler to the 
boot of t hi s description several years aro adopted by 
the I tell ana) . l!oreover , t he re are aboUt &8 subn:ari nes , 
"modern t ypow in tho Black Sea. The officers co~endinP 

t hese suaonr i nes have had little more th un about four 
years t r aining, end in tor~:~~~ of exper ience, •.ooulcl Justify 
the equivalent r ank of Li eutenant in the Amer ican , 

British or French navies. 

In SUJ'llDinp up Russia ' s oot ential capoci t y, in t ho 

light of forecoing eli scloaures , ny inforaant believes that 

not•'li thstandi ng the Russian Genorol Storr ' s conten t ion 
that their western t'orco is ~eared up to an offensive 

stanclercl , the Russian tl1 l1 t ar v structure os a whole should 
be considered oore as e notential means or "takin~ t he 
weight orr" Britain in the Balti o end Bri tain end Fr anoe 
in the Uodi terranean oncl the Fer Eeat , t han ea en effective 
striking roroe . The main po t ential val ue ot t he Russ i an 
rorcea , in event Russia could be brought to throw her 
weiflht on the side or the anti -s~grassion f r ont , should 

accordi ng 
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according to~ intorcan~' s opinion, be considered 

i n tl:e foregoing ll(lh~ . 

In discussing o~her as:ec~a, ay in!orcant felt 

that while the !lyinr. radius or the Russ11111 p l anes wee 

sufficient to nermit a direct attack on East Prussia , 

t hey would reouire a landinr, and re - tuell1np bBBe in 

Poland i n order to war.e a ttooke on Berlin and other 

points in Greater Oermanv. 

SUl"Pl.F: :r.llT ARY OllSERVATI OJ$ 

~Y in!orcant then wen t on to sey that in discussing 

Japan's position, Russian authorities ga\~ him the 

i mpressi on they considered the "Japs were cooked", in 

tact to the extent that l!oscow was considering reducing 

t he Russi an pnrrieons in tho East . lioreover, his Russ ian 

i nfor man ts had, wi ttl an nir of apparent confidence , 

pointed to the recent settlement of the Fisheries dispute 

as an indication ot J apan' a unwillingoess to llrovoke 

Russian ire at th io tiMe. 

While reoorte reaohinr here throu$ various channels 

indica te the Jap's have their "hands fUll" with their 

Job 1n China, I do not exclude the possi bill ty that t he 

foreP,oing statel:ll'nta ranreaented either (a) e Russian 

attempt t o " pad" t he price for collabor ation with the 

Br i tish and French , or ( b l t:Oscow• s he vine " fallen for• 

e pos s i ble Jap tactical el'tort to anest hetize lloscow 

into repose . 

l!oreover • 



/ 
/ ~--<4., 

- 4 -

l !oroover , aa I aea it, \'I!Jile lon~on, aot1ng ea 

the bilateral pivot in an anv1eor.e4 anti-eP,~ession fron t , 

desires to enlist Russia's collaboration (a) to take 

the wei~t ott Hrite•n•s potential naval and n111terr 

efforts at various noints , (b) to nreolude n Ber lin-

!.!oscow deal, london wishes to l11!11t the aoope and 

eheraeter ot Britain's pledgee to Russia . (!»scow nip:ht 

possibly press for mutual pledflee to t ho extont of 

a Brit ish guarantee tor Eastern Russia aPeins t e 

potential Japanese attack) • 

•••••••••• 

A.TDBj..,.q 
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~ DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASH I NOTCH 

In replJ' r.ter t.o lu lillY 2, 1939 

111 dear General Wauon: 

I • encloelng oople e ot t.be t ollonng et.rl.oU7 oon­

t14enUal deepat.abu troa Aa~uador 81d4le 'llhl. all ban 

been aarked tor the Preeident.: 

wo . 1026, dat.ed April 4, 1939 oonaernlng Na&1 
propaganda 1n Belgian tront.llr ar.ae; 

Jo, 1027, dat.ed Aprl 
propaganda 1n Poland 

4, 1!159 oonoern1ng NarJ. 

I 

T\" '~'J \J l J 

l.nolOeUNI: 

Cop1u ot t.wo deepatabu 
.. llet.ed. 

lr1ga41er General ldwln 11. Wat.eo n , 

111cre t.ar7 t.o the l'ree14ent., 

'fh• lh1te Houll 
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L"'CLOSV&I .. 

LMtordraiiN ._2?-38 ···-·---·-··- --
lloin tyre 

·---·············--··-····-----·-·········· 
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10, 1011 Waraaw, April 4, liSt, 

Oub3eota Balci•n W1n1a\er •e 41aoloaurea 
regar41na 41aturb1n& Wa&1- 1Dap1re4 
propaaao4a 1D Balsian trontiar areu. 

· ...... -~~·~· ... 

'!'be Honorable 

S1ra 

'!'be Baoretary ot State, 

Waahinaton, D, O, 

• 

I ban the honor to report -.at the llalaian W1nbter 

hare, pv.r&l&&llt 1oatruotiona troa BruaMla 1a 1101r -aacet 

1n 4etoile4 atu4)' ot d sarou. M&auraa Wbioll Pol1all 

Oonrm::ant waa toroet to atop\ towv4a a.rreaUnc a.ru.-

1nap1re4 propaganda eime4 at~rea41ns eootu.ion ... 

wannins Poland 1Dwrn•l17• 

I n th 1a oonneotion, tilt! llel a ian Winiator iapuwt 
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that l>la Oo\'erllllont ba4 'Oeoo• gr•tl1 ezC'olu4 onr 

• a1a1lar ••n-1Aaplre& ••pdp of n'lrnulft prop&fiN14a 

i n Belgla' • frontier ..... 

In oonourrlng w1 th .., 1!1preu1on tbat tba Polhl> 

0oYer ... nt'a ator-ntione4 M&a\IJ'U -re tl-11 an4 

epproprht• ander tlla '"" o1rollft8tn.noea , tNI Ulnht er 
atata4 that if the ourrent wave ot Nac1 oontua1on-1nep1r1na 

propapn4a oont1n,..4 1n Belcla, hh Ooftrnoant woul.4 

1M foroe4 to afteot aiallar .... urea, 

flO 
AlDB/hCI 

( Ill ctUJ.nt~~~?lleat •) 

' Oop1 .. .. nt \0 l:laMeaiea Dtl 
~­P•l• 



No, 101'1 

. . . gp rgp' a 

8~p1-UAC rq D,..pa\oll Ko, lOU, 
April 4 , lii:St , an4 raterr11l8 rq 
D,..patob lfo , ttl , ltarob 10 , 111:511, 
aoo rq oa'll1• No. De, ~oh Sl 1 P .M. I 
o'bllernUozw on (a) llaal- 1nap{re4 
aampeisn ot 4utrllot1" propecen4a 
lD Po1aD4 , ('II) lloqolln' a an4 OerMn 
ai.noritJ'' • atUtll4e , (e) l'olloa polloa 
preoau\lona to . pr otaat Oeraan ainoritJ', 

- ... _ .... ,. -
191 W fRP'DET AW? nm 319JIDWX 

Sir I 

'!.'lla Sean~ ot ~ . .. , 

Waabiac\on , D, o. 

I han tala boaar to a~~ppu-t .,. 4e8]>&\ob Ko. 1011, 

April 4, ltllt , IID4 to retar to rq 4loaapatah Ko, n1, ~ob 
10, 18811 , 11114 to rapar' \ha' u praTI.oualJ' oa'llla4 (- .,. 

aa'll1a no, De , Merah :n, l l', ll, ) , Oar.aA •olllaaUoaa wl\hla 

l'olanO a s.:.o at apraa41118 o<>ntua1on ano weU.niac ~· 

la---1 
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1nterD11l poU t1ou,..eoonom1o et.ruoture or tit• etete, aa8UIIe4 

a Bl'•~ upeot laat weelc, 

ln part, Berlla'a oeapalen oonaiateO (a) ot 1naplra4 

tandenoloua rumor• re~~41ng an eoute ooatllot ot oplnlaa. 

l n OoY01rn.:.ent eirolee, lllld (b) ralae telephone -u•ll•• to 

the Yarloua J'orll l f!D 111lae1ona, lnoludifll! our own, . Cir as­

ample , one Oermen-1naplre4 report ~1loh sa1nfl4 .witt an4 

wi4e-eprouo4 oll'oulatlon u<>ny~t the l'Ollah I>OJulatloa ot 

llareaw, •• well aa 41plot>atlo olrolee, ••• '<> tho en'eot 

that 4ua to Oiaasre-nt ill poUe7, llarabal SalglJ-II~a ball 

ahot J'orel gn l.!lnleter lleok, CD another oooa.eloa , our lllabauJ 

wae tolaphone4 a t 8 P, U,, FrlOaJ, llarob 84th,~·' pureuant 

a Ocman ultlM tla, lleok bad ntuaeO to agree with bla 

aaaoolatae that :Pobn4 aurr .,n4C" Boa-!11 to the O.r~t~&~~a, 

8110 that lleok wae ooneequenUJ rttelgnlJIC within two baura ot 

tba tl!811 or the telepbODe eaU, 

'l'bou.gb I pleoa4 Uttle lt 11117 ore4eee 111 tho eul>eteaoe 

ot thla telepho11e MUal:•, I .-at ~41atelJ \o the Jorel f!ll 

Ottioe tor tbol purpoaa or •killS 4horeet obaerfttloae t• 

IIT••lt, Aa I erpeow4, I ,.,.., .. Beak 11114 bh Cal>lllet sm' w 

toget her with O.aeral Btatt repreHntatl.,.e , lntol'lldly 

get h.re4, Oieeuaelnc 'I'Uloua aepeote or the "'llleelc ,., •• 

wbioh et that time wae i n progreew. Up0D tbalr ill'l'ihtloa, 

I •wet ill" the oontere11ee tor •-•1 boun , e4 ba'l'inc 

ueure4 1111••1t that all waa 1n orO•, aaC ' "" ' the '"'lepboaa 

••Mge wae onlJ e.nothwr -daelou en'Cil't t o oreate entuwloA, 

I r eturnee haDe, 
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On a aub .. quan\ ooaaalon, the \alapbona opera~ a\ 

our ohanoai'J', \alaphoaa4 •• at 8 1600 on \he 100rnlng ot 

WGroh liY, ata\ln8 \bat -• one P'IU'pw\111& \0 rapraaaA\ \he 

l'oroli'!JI ltt1oa, bat \alaphona4 \o &llAOIIJloa \bat Polleh \roopa 

had entered DIUI&lc a\ 11110 a,a, I 1- MlatalJ' 11Wtpeota4 a 

trlolt , olu!r &ot arh\lo or Nao.l uobnla, ant requaated OUJ' 

oparatQr \o obaal< baell: on tha l'orelgn ott1oe to 'ftr l ty the 

110uroe nn4 eu'llatu oa of tblt ••M8&· I •• tharaforn not 

aurprlaad Whan our apar~ \alapbonad • f 1Te ainutoa l ater 

to aq t hat haYiJ141 aonr...-t '111 tb ~ n q•eat, be aaoartllined 
I 

that tho loralgn Ott1aa ltaft nothlAg ot \he atore>:OOn tione4 

-••se. llaJ or Colbert~, ow 1.1111 \Sry A\tea!IA \hereupon 

t-41ately no\Uiad tba a.ao110 lllaraau of \1111 General Bt a t't, 

wbila I appr1•4 IUab\ar llealc, \he Yloa Pranlar , \he 

Oo- ot lfano-, •• tba Cbiat or l'olloa , • M•atins t hat 

a011110 a ppropaolata aauwaa ba adopta4 a'lltnly to ourb 11bat 

we oona14an4 a a .. palp 4allberatal.7 o1M4 at oaualng OOD• 

fualOD &Ad geiiC'al 41.-ur'banaao 'fbat a•a daJ 0 the CloTemaant 

a4opta4 -fi""'OY praaautloaa "-' at arreat1JI6 th1a waft 

ot ~ propagan4a, 

Aa regarta oontlnuad r•-'• -\iDa trooo tha Berlin 

'lllroadeat ah Uou 1111d tha aa-11 JirOaa , aeoual na Polen4 ot 

•l-atins tha aar-~ltJ, I a a ... r• that l n antlolpatlon 

ot l'ol1eh .... an\1-0araan faal1Jl8 an4 1n a daterab" atrort 

\0 prawnt aew whlob lllipt p10110lta OarMJIJ, \he Palla 

Oonr-t ten~t avlot ........ to \1111 looal pallaa allthGI'Ulaa 

\hi'Oupollt Polall4 \0 Mclpt atnat .uuraa to protea\ tba 

a.r-.a 
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OerMn alnorltT• IIOwe'fW, 'betora t l•u• _......,. •- tAw 

art.o\, the\"a hall taken plaoa, aoaor.Unc to rq 1Atal'l:1&tlon 

trcoa wouallT rellalllla ......... , • rw auaa or ·-8)1 hOIUil na", 

•WT 01> p&J'\ or eza'bertul\ Poliall ;pou111la, axpreaatns \llelr 

haliAca aplna\ the o.r.ona, Wbo , p&J'\leul.&rlT in ~aea, 

11&4 Mo- O'fW'bearlAs .,, Jro .. oaUw 1A ~lr aUHuda 

\coWaru the loeal !'o lea, 

Aa an i lluavntlon of' tllo extent or atoro•n\lono4 

til& .... lnd uatrla11aa4 liT Bolchn 1Awate4 oo.pl tel , t bo 

Pollah polioa antharltios ha4 ror111144eD \be Oeraao .. ploT••• 

\0 loan t ho toe o4 t!IOIR polloa '11 ... , lloNOftl', til& 

poll co 'Jf&I'O ouorul to point ou t \ he t alnao \~JeT wwa roapOJ>el -

bla f'or t!W weltuo an4 prot. .. uoa or aaab Oermm lrl tl.oat 

a rea, "'"' pol1oa ooul4 not af'f'or4 llo allow the Oormllna to •co 
-n4erina out or elf!h\". 

liT tllrthar exuiAaUoa or nliM<t..,tlT reported lnol4ec\a 

Sin• ,. M ro tb&n an llopraaaloa that \II& 0........ IUnGrUT baa 

lloan 4all'berotalr at~\lll& to proftlce bo14anta, For al<aapla, 

a rapor\ - w Jill Aotho \ hh 1101"nl.q w the artaat that 

at Char-, a -n of' &'boll\ uo,ooo lnhellltanta, llll4 a nitrate 

ln4ua\rial oan\ar 1n ~ 81l•la, the Poliall pollee &1'PJ'ahall4a4 

a ........ of' J'OUAII o.r-n at.4n\a 4al1'berotalT 1n •• ao\ or 

-•MAs til& 'lllat- or •• GGM.rw- 111_,. Hboel af' *lab • .,. 

wwa •"'••"· ••• 811111.-.a-\ poUM ..-iaaUca \be 111o.,. 
aonr.aaet \ball' f'o\ba'a b.a iuVu\at \b• w ~' \baaa 

diaordare , 
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'rile appVel1\ 4etiiZ'IIiution •til ot Berlin IP4 \lw 

o.r-11 a111orl\7 111 PoliiA4 to aap J>ol1ah o.r-11 ainorl '>' 
d,\tt•reu•• u u-e\ 4e117 •bedllAa• le-, w ueew \he\ 

thaT ala \O kMp t.hh &D OpAD QIMD\1011 whel'AOD to 'blllU 

• ••- tor po\enUal t'onetul l nMr<ron\1oA, 

Poepae\tullT youre, 

no 
A.Tl)J/,..q 

(Io quln\ uplloah) 

A TRUE CO~: O F THE St:... •r 
OR~G!o.~ 



• ) y 
liar saw ,May 4, l 939. 

My dear lolr. President: 

As of possible i nterest , I .am forwarding you 

l/ hereto attached a memor andum covering my r ecent 

t our d' horizon with Beck and several of his more 

infor med essooietes regardinA the positions of 

neighboring states . 

',{1 t h every good wish , I am 

Faithfully yours, 

~~.<if" 

The President 

The I /hi te House 

\loshi ngton, D. c. 



/ 
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Hungary 

Yugoslavia 

I n tour d ' horizon with Beck end his associates, 

following came t o light : 

(al \larsaw's disappoint men t in Budapest ' s 

current subjective position* in light of i npresaion 

her e t hat Budapest i n desire for Hunger i an in­

corporation of Sl ovakia was t endi ng to play furt her 

i nt o Ber lin ' s a r ms . Only hopeful signs : Budapest 

now t-e- examining its positi on i n l ight of Ger many's 

alter ed strategic position r esul t ant from i ncreasi ng 

scope end vi got- o f anti - aggression front wh i ch Budapest 

now believes wo uld spell Ger many ' s e ventual defeat . 

Hence , Budapest would seek Berlin' s assent t o remain 

neutral ; 

(b) l~ile Yugoslavia ' s curr ent geo- political 

position was extremely delicate , t he r e was s till t-o om 

f or hope t hat Yueosl avie \<Ould eventually throw her 

weigh t on s ide of ant i - aggression fol·ces aft e r outbreak 

of war , t hough she wou l d endeavor to maintain neut r a l 

position at outset of hostilities, hopi ng t hereby t o 

escape brunt in ear l y phase t hereof. hleanwhi l e , Be l grade 

remained the Axi s bone of co ntention , and in such 

light, the weak point i n the Axis structure. 

r~oreover t 

• See attached memor andum B tor background. 
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V.oreover , Yusoelav J:i ni ater here confidentially 

i mparted to me his Coverrunent• e opini on t hat Rome 

now went so tar as to envisage Yugoslavia as Italy's 

potentia~ tront line defense against a poss i ble 

German threat to Italy. ~raover, while Berlin con­

stantly reaaeu.red Rome t hat it cons idered Yugosle•na 

Italy's "lebensraum", Berlin was simultaneously 

whispering threats to Bel grade that it latter did not 
play ball with Berlin, Berlin would stir up irredentist 

revolt aaongst Croats. 

' The tlinister added that while the increasing 

threat of the Axis in general and Germany i n par ticular 

bed contributed t owards a renewed tendency on part ot 

tbe Croats and Serbea to consolidate and while the Prime 

Minister, DraAisze Cvetkovicz, and the lead~r of the 

Croats, Dr. Vladko Uaozek had bot h shown a disposition 

to find e common ground ot understanding, negotiations 

along t hese lines were having their ups ond dovms , -
not to any small degree due to tbe subversive machinations 

ot outside torces. 

In ny opinion, Yugoslavia is n~r entering e period 

which will call for Belgrade ' s utl:lOet vigilance against 

en attempt by Rome and chiefly Berlin t o lull Belgrade 

into a state ot repose, whereby Berlin might hope to 

catch Belgrade unaware a, and preoent 1 t with en ultimet~m. 

In line with this tho~t , reports reaching '.leraaw 

indio ate 



Lithuania 

I 
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i ndicate Berlin has instructed Budapest to batter 

its relations with Belgrade. On t~A other hand, it 

is conceivable that >~h ila patting Belgrade on the baok, 

Berl i n •·i ll i n near tuture propose en extensi on or 

Yup:oslevie • s trade v, ith Germany. These en:ong other 

factors, could be marked down to part o1' the technique 

or a boa-constrictor policy. 

(c) It was vitally important to Poland's strateg ic 

position that Lithuania be kept trom telling completely 

into Berlin' a clutches. In even t or war Lithuania would 

offer Poland bast c.il1ter)• eporoech vis-a-vi s East Prussia. 

The deep banks and broad bad or t he River l'iemen ottered 

potentially e f fective dofenae line. kOreover, ~litery 

histor y showed t ha t the Me91U'iBn Lakes or Eas t Pruss ia 

bad more tha n once proved 8 s tumbling block to mili t ary 

tactic iens. Hence, Lithuania • a collaboration with Poland 

in t he event or war wee matter of vital strategic i mpor­

tance . General Reaztikie ' rorthcomlng visit here, upon 

i nvitation rrott i.:arehal Sclyy-Rydz, will therefore have 

important bearing upon tutur e developx:~ents . :•eenwhile , 

official circles here a re perceptibly concerned over 

report t hat Keune a rocei ved 8 J.ul t1-po i nt "proposal" from 

Berlin, requiring among other i tems (e) t hat Lithuania 

turn over to Germany eo% or her annual production , (b) 

that in this connection Lithuania abrogate har trade 

agreenents Wi t h Britain, Sweden end Russia, (c) that 

l'enel 
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Slovakia 
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~acel beoace exclusi ve port for ahi~nt or these 

goods , and (d) that l.:omol be developed oa the Min 

industrial center or Lithuania. The Polish Governnent , 

in exemining thane r eported proposals, are inclined to 

reel hope tul that, since PoJ.end has little 1t any market 

to absorb additional Lithuani an production because of its 

similar character to t hat of Poland , between the three 

other oonsUI:Iare' mark ate they oig)l t be able to cake 

arr an ('emen ts which would prevent L1 t hunnla ' e coming 

completely under German econoaic doa1nat1on. 

(d) Slovakia 's position wee 1noreas1ncly uncertain. 

War saw was concerned over disturb! ng outcome or r ecent 

errorta to bring about a Polish-Slovak trade understanding. 
to 

A Slovak official contidantially admi tted/a Polish 

officia l that in view of the uncertainty of SlO\" sk i a ' a 

poll tioal end eoonoaic posi t ion 1 t did not aeec 

practicable to anAage in trade ne~otiations ot t his 

tit:e . Uoreover, the Yugoalev l.:ini ster here itl)l8.rted to 

me his Government' s opinion that Germany i ntended to 

us e Slovaki a as on ins t r ucent of its brutal policy or 

ioperialisc. In other words, i f it served t hot policy 

to use Slovakia, or any part t hereof , to "swoat en" s 

deal either with Hungary or Poland or both , Berlin would 

not hesit ate t o s t oop to these tactics . 

L!oreover, as point&d out in 11Y previous wri tin, a, 

Berlin' a pos1 t ion in relation to Slovakia vtoa rer fron 

consis t ent 
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consistent in that l'lhile Berlin exerc1ee4 a protec torate 

over Sl ov8lcia , Ber,lin had also pronised Rome not to 

prevent po tential H~t>rian etr oru t o incorporate 
Slovaki a wi t h i n the Hungarian state • 

••••• 

AJDB 



!1EMORANDlJH B 

Bac kground tor Warsaw's disappointr.tent 

in Budap est ' s current position . 

As frequently poin t ed ou t in my cables and 

despat c hes , as ter back os November 1937, and aga i n 

in my despat ch No , 731 ot Ootobe1· l :i , 1938, Polish 

foreign policy e nvisaged e common f rontier with Hungary , 

f irst through an envisegedl y au tonomous Slovaki a leaning 

politically and culturally towar d s Poland and economically 

towards Hunga r y ; l a t er, t hrough HWlger y ' s incorpor e t ion 

of Rut heni e . I a l so pointed out t ha t ever mindful ot 

the la t e ~arshal Pitsudski 's 1924 forecas t t hat Ger many 

would some day attemp t to p;ai n domination over the whole 

o f Czechoslovakia , the Polish Government preferred , i n 

terms of the long-renge outlook, that Rut henia, (a 

pot ential s pring board for anti-Pol ish ac t ivities arrDnpst 

Poland ' s Ukrainian minority) be included in f r ame work 

of a trisndly HWlge.ry , r e t her to r est wit hin t'rwnework 

ot a then suspected Czech oslovakia, which mi ght con­

ceivably become eventual victim of Berlin ' s expansion 

progra m. 

It is i nteresting to note, mor eover, t hat ler~ely 

responsib l e for Poland 's h i therto persistent des ire for 

closer rel a tions with Hungary, is t he fact that Colonel 

Beck , and Vi ce L!inister f or Forei gn Affairs, Count 

Szembek , as well as a number of influenti a l hi gh r ank i ng 

Polish l'll.li tary otticers , war6 a tte.ch6d at one time or 

other 
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other to Hunglll'ian m111 tary unite , AooordinsJ.y, I 
am aware that the deep attaohement which they fora:.ed 
ror the Hunp:ariens at t he t tirle endured through 
i nt ervening years . I ac aware, coreover , that Beck's 
persietent er:rorts to do aocething to "brace up" 
Budapest , i n an endeavor to prevent F.un~ary ' s falling 
completel y a victim or r.erman donination, have been 
cotivated not only by sentir.entel but also, and importantly, 
by strategic eoneideretions. 

AJDB 
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ME! 'ORAl 'Im.! 

sHlO ua sam usa 

Competent i ndividua ls i n of f i c i al and diplometio 

circles hsre le.nent the 11ove of diotorted end insidious 

propeF&nds which hss been emanetin~ f r om t he "proper.enda 

factories " i n Berlin for the past ni x weeks . lloreover, 

t he i npression ~s Fained ~round here that e nunber or 

f oreign diplol'llltic mi ssions , e. a well as n=er ouo press 

correspondents oocreditod to Berlin had fallen unler t he 

spell or t he tlilhelmst resse ' s obvi ous efforts to spread 

rear, confusion end defeatism , in all ~uPrters abr oad , and 

to insp ire distrust end loss or confidence among stet es 

fornJ.ng the Mti-8Pg%'eSSiOn front . 

One obj11oti vn end experienced diplonnt hero went so 

fer as t o re~arl<: confidentially thet judging from the tone 

11nd subst110ce or reports from his country ' s mission in 

Berlin , he suspected the missi on either hod been unduly 

i mpr essed by local a t mosphere 110d becooe victims or 

"spoon-reeding" , or <:sro surrerinr from 110 &cu te esse or 

combined J itters end dwi ndling porspeoti ve - unfortunat ely 

e vicious circle. }:y informtlnt relt that at eny rete, when 

tranamtti~ t o o.ne• s rovernnent. at ttnes Ul<:e these , sub­

stance of conversati ons with leadinfl off1o1ols, wher ein one 

could discern traces ot technique of power politics end or 

t hroats to t he international code or law end order, t he 

repor t er, shoul d include his own interpr etations end 

observations . 
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observations. 

or ])et'tinent bear in~ it is s1pnif1ccnt t l'ot a well 

informed and usually rel iable British nress corr eopondent 

iMparted to ae in strict confidence that durinr his course 

of conversation w1 th Sir Neville Henderson , ( llrit iah 

Ambass ador in Berlin) last autumn, just previous to the 

Czech crisis, Hender son had remarke d in effect t hat tile 

s ooner t h e Czech state \lere broken up end divided, the 

better for the peace of Europe. How could Dri tain be 

interested in participating in any stood wbich interferr ed 

~~th the rirht or self- determination among so conglamorote 
a ness of people such as those within the frumework of the 

Czech state? Besides, how coul<! Bri tein 'consider defending 

•a 11 ttl e shyster l owyor like Benes?" 

l:y informen t in disclosing U:e abOve seid he wondered 
whether Henderson would adopt a like atti t ude vis-e-vis 

Poland ' s posi tion. 

I em poestng on the f orogoing as e.n tnterAst ing side­
light on the influences at oley during these tryinP times • 

••••• 
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llarsaw , Uay 6, 1939. 

Uy dear }!r, President : 

'.'11 t h reference t o my cable No . 100 , Hay 5 , 5 P . 11 . , 

paragraph 2 , sub-section d, covering Beck' s Uay 5th 

addr ess and to that part in which he r eferred to 

"various other allusions reaching far wi der end further 
than t he subjects now under di scussion" , I t ake this 

occasion to att ach hereto for your interest and further 
clarification on these allusions , a memorandum covering 
t he story behind t hem. 

\'lit h every good wish , I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

-rtJl-u(~'r 

The President 

The IVhite House, 

1/ashington , D.C, 



/ 
LlElJORANDUM 

!t!ay 6 t 1939 

It may be recalled that I r eported in my telegram 

llo . 4 , .Tanuery 11, 5 p . c ., par a£r aph 5, that tha heck­

Hitler con'terence et herohteagaden consisted meinly ot 

a dr~matic tour d ' hori zon \'/her ein Hi tler "thoupht out 

loud~ for eoce th ree hours . I later round that when 

llitler perceived that the t'ollo111ne proposals tell on 

dear ears (Colonel Beck's end Count tubienaki'a) Hi tler 

and Rtbbentrop realized they would have to adopt alter­

nett ve methode if they were to carry out Hi tler • s 

Ludendorrt- oonooived scheme, ento1line neutralization ot 
Eastern Europe e>uri~ e potential OerOBn campeifl)'l aaainat 
Britain and France . 

Accordingly, Hitler ' a proposals \'le l.'e: (a) Poland to 

share in Cer.cany ' s colonial spoils in return t'Ol.' Polend • a 
neutr ality curing en envisagedly victol.'ious Ceraan attack 

on Britain ond France; end (b) a Polish- Carman military 

partnership in en envieerod crusade against Ruaaia. 

Hence , aware or hi a failure to teopt beck by t he 

forego i ng proposals , and encouraged by Ribbentrop to be­

l ieve Poland, like Czeoho-Slovekie , would not resist Cerman 

demands , Hitler dec i ded to odopt strong-arm meeeures . 

Aooordlngly, be bel i eved that an occeptance by the Pol ish 

Cover~nt or his subae~uent denanda for incorporation or 

Danzig end an extra- territorial paaaegewey ocrosa Pomorze 

would 
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would serve (8) to el 1anote and d1aored1~ Poland a s e 

po tentia l oes torn Europaun partner i n the eyoa or London 

and Peri& by ceking Polend appear to be in the Gemen 

camp; and (b) to discredit Polish Government in eyes 

ot Polish people , thus brinring about i ~ternol denor ali-

zation. It thia plen had 110r;.ed , Poland •·:ould have been 

isolnted and abandoned by potential outside asais t nnco 

and nt the serne t i me would heve becol!le so weake ned from 

wi thin the t abe r.ould hove becoce an eesy prey to Geronny ' a 

expansi on progr em. 

AJDB/emq 

.. .... 
• 
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?/areaw, Mey 20, 1939 

· 14Y dear L!r o President: 

As ot poasible interest , I am forwarding you 

hereto attached a memorandum covering my conversa­

tion with Minister Beok regarding Tokyo's hsving 

repor tedly ottered Japan • s good services as 

mediator in a settlecent or Polish- German ditter-

enoes. 

With every good wish, I am 

l"aithtully yours, 

~~Rr 

The President, 

The \'/bit e House, 

Washington o 

" 



MEMORANDUM 

Way 18, 111~11 

In reeponee to ey question ss to ,.,ether there 
wae foundation tor the report thet Japan had ottered 
to mediate in the matter ot Polieh-Clenne.n ditterenoes , 
Beok replied as tollowe: Aa he had previously told me, 
about tive months aAO , the Japanese Ambassador here had 
suggested to Beok that , ahould Poland desire Japan's 
sood otticee in a mediation ot Pol18h-Oerman ditterencee, 
Tokyo misht conceivably consent to act in auoh capeoity. 
At that time Beck had expressed hie Government's appre­
ciati on and pointed out that Poland had no need ot Tokyo' a 
good otticea in the matter. 

' Recently the Polish Ambaeeador in Tokyo had been 
intbrmed by the Japanese J'oreisn 1~1nhter that the 

Cabins t had i ntorcelly and reelieticelly diecuaaed at 
several meetinsa various aspects ot Polish- German dit-
terenoee. Indeed, they had pondered the question ot 
ottering Japan's £POd ottiees as cediator. In t his 
connecti on, moreover , t h.a Cabinet as a whole had openly 
evinced a clear comprehension ot Poland ' s position. 
Finally, attar caretul oonaideration ot ell pointe ap­
purtinent to the iseues at stake , ee well as Tokyo'• 
own poeition yia-&-yie both Warsaw and Berlin, the 

Cabinet 
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Cabi net deoidad (a) t o r etrain r rom possibly embar­

rassing Poland's position by a torlllel otter or mediation; 

and (b) that Tokyo ' s relations with Berlin were already 

too llomplicated to facilitate an ertectue l sounding in 

that oapital . 

I ga i oed the i mpression, during my discuss i on with 

Beok on the forego ing , t hat i n sp1 te ot· thtl negative 

character ot the Japanese Foreign Uini ster ' s recarks to 

the Polish Ambassador, the former had lett the door open 

e "crack" tor 1·1arsaw• s further consideration , should Warsaw 

event ually come to desire Japanese mediation. 

In conclusion , Beck assured me that Tokyo had made 

no demarche, either through the Polish Ambassador i n Tokyo 

or here, nor had Tokyo in any way whatsoever brought pres­

sure on Warsaw to settle its differences with Berlin. 

AJDB/emq 

••• • 
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Warsaw, May 20, 19~9 

loiY dear Ill'. Preeidont: 

I taka occasion to torward you hereto attached 

l/ a memorandum covering my recant conver sation with 

otticial circles here wherein they disoloaod the 

subetance or Berlin ' s reported plan to torce the 

eurronder ot Danzig within tho next etx we eka, and 

l:lY tntomant•s obse rvations th.areon. 

With every good wiab, I am, 

l'eithtully yaurh • _ , "· ' ~ 
-ltfl-(1~ u 

'l'he Pre aide nt , 

The White l!ouse . 



loll!J.IORANDUiol 

Way 20 , 19~~ 

Today' a oonveraationa With ott1oial oirolea hare 

reveal they are aware or the following report: Berlin 

plane stirring up trouble in Upper Si l eeia over a period 

ot t he next six weeks. Th i a ie to serve par tly a a a 

d.ivereion activity and partly ae a smoke screen tor 

turthe r cochioationa via-l-via Danzig, wbich are to be 

brought to a head at t he end of the eix-weeke period. 

At that t ime, Berlin plana a bold stroke i nvolving 

Gdyn.ia as well as Danzi g . The German rleet 1a to t ake 

station et e point via-i.-via the two ports, and within 

gun reu~ge thereof, llbile :!eat Pruaaian troops are to 

enter the ci t y by t he bridge at Marienburg ond by the 

canal leading into t he cit y trom the Vistula l This canal 

wee deepened about one and a halt years ago with the idea 

of affording ecceae to light draught boatel. Leadi ng up 

to thia point , a gradual accumulation of Geraan l!!ast Pruasian 

troope will han token place in the city- under the guise , 

perhaps , of touriata. Already 901:18 twent y truck loa de or 

emnnl tion have been amugf3led i nto Danzig with a view to 

German occupation of soma central point Within the con-

tinea ot the o1t7. (Polish aut horitiea are now in pro-

oeaa of varif71ng t hia report and in ascertaining the 

point .meraat tbia ammunition 11 now allegedly stored.) 

'Die plan , 110raovar, enrl88gaa an ultii:IBtwa ateti ng that, 

i t the Pole• did not BUrrender Danzig intaot, the German 

neat 
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fleet would lay the port of Cdynia in ashee and the 

Ge rman t .roopa (then eDYisagedly i n the city) would 

synchronize their action w1 th that or the fleet , 

'l'bia plan hee evidently been conceived •• a ceana 

ot oiroucvent1 ng the Polish plan to take over the oi ty, 

i n the event ot a German t hr eat thereto , before the East 

Prueeian troops ~ight have had time to oroae the Vistule 

into Danzig. I n t his connection, it is well to bear in 

mind that there is bu t one bridge across the Vietula 

from Eaet Prussia; while the Poles ere afforded a com­

pereti val y speedy approach through a number of highways 

and several r allwaye leading i nto Danzig. llor eover , the 

Polish batteries at Hal command the city. !Urtbermor e, 

I ~aware tb et the military authorities here, typifying 

the teallnge ot the Covernment and public opinion, would 

90oner ley Danzig i n a ehee than to penD.l.t ita aaizure and 

militarization by Ce=Y· A.!! aanral or the Polish High 

Colllllllllld remarked to me: To la,y Danzig in ashe a would be 

exoeedi~ly pll1n t ul tor the Polea but , after ell , every 

Pole realizes that German militarizat ion thereof would 

spell tbe eventual and of Poland ' a aooesa to the Baltic, 

German artillery mounted in Danzig would be w1 thin e aey 

r ange ot Cdynia and would aerve the Nazi agents as a threat 

to Polish interaete and ae a constant in strument ot pressure 

on Polieh shippers and ehipping i nterests. 

In diaouaeing the etorementi oned report of Berl in'• 

plan t o t aro• the surrender ot Da nzig, I 11::1 aware that , 

while 
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wbile my 1ntormnnts are dialnolined to attach a too 
l!l'eat importance thereto , they are aware that euob 
reports call tor added calm oonelderetion and Yigllenoe, 
In tact, they are 1nol1ned to put these reports down to 
a Berlln-inapired "open eeoret", cheracter1et1c ot Berlin ' s 
j itters-inspiring technique, and euoh might be aimed not 
only at racking Polish nerYee but al110 at caualn8 aut­
ticient anxiety in ~reign quarters ee to draw turther 
otters ot mediation. Moreo•er, one official , at the 
conclusion or reeding aloud to ce the detaile or the 
enYiaaged plan ae reported by a Polish Intelligence 
ottl oar, calmly remarked, "So .Cat?" He then went on 
to say that this scheme should not be considered in the 
light or action wniob could be localized, tor e military 
conflict which would ensue trom such acti on would rapidly 
spread to the proportions or a general contlaf!l'ation, 
Berlin knew this only too well and reali:ted that the 
putting into operation or auch a scheme would spell 
nothing abort ot a European war. Ot oourse, it Hitler 
wanted war , thet was one t hing; but my informant did not 
t hink Hitler was willing actually t o rislc war oYer Danzig 
within the next eix weeka. 

u• 
• 
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warae.w, llay 20, 1939 

lly dear wr. President: 

As ot possible interest, I am attaching 

1/ hereto tor your information a memorandum covering 

laat night ' s conver sation with Minister Beok and 

Under Secretary or State, Oount Szembek, who Just 

returned rrom the Vatican where he had served as 

Polan<! • a epecial Al:lbaesador to the Pope 1 s coronation. 

With enry good wish 1 I am, 

Youra taithtully, 

-{ d7IA( ~ .tl tl L B"" 

Enoloeure. 

The President, 

The White House, 



I 

lo!ay 20, l93Q 

Count Szembek, Under-Secretary or State tor 
r ore18):1 Mtuira, and closely connected wi t h Vat ican 
circles, impc1rtod to 1.a lllflt night that his oont1-
dent1al reports !rom Rome indicate a rap i d spread or 
diasatiarection amongst the Italian people as a whole 
with the position in wbich I t aly now finds itself as 
a result or its Axis collaboration . Those sections 
or public opinion covered by Count Szembek' s report 
are now ularmad lest Itt1lY' s continuance to sene as 
an instrument or Hitler's policy might land Italy in 
a war. I am awure that Count Szembek•s reports do 
not oover reaction ~ongst inner and the more enthu­
siastic r escist circles - but rather court and Vat i can 
circles a nd sections or public opinion with whom these 
circles come in cont act . 

or pertinent bearing, my intere st was further 
engaged by Minister Beck ' s contidentit~lly expressed 
opinion, that Italy would prove no match tor France 
in the event or a rmed conflict . Italy was now in the 
process or reorganizing ita army, and out or some 52 
diTiaions, the Italian Hifh Command would have succeeded 
in reorganizing only about 15 divlaions this year. Be 
believed t hat at heart, the High Command was tully 
aware or the French army's superiority • 

. . . . . . . . . 
AJDB 



Warsaw, l!.ay 25 , 1 Q3 ll . 

My dear Ur. President: 

W1 th further rata reno a to the last paragraph 

ot my memorandum attached to my letter to you ot May 

20, I taka occasion to report that Minia tar Beck juat 

imparted to me that hie confidential reports trom 

Polleh military experts i ndioate t hat Italy would not 

be ready tor a war until the spring ot lll40. 

With every good wiab, I am 

'l'he Preaident 

'l'he White House, 

WaSD1ngton, D.C. 

Faithfully youra , 

'/'~ ~~_;A€-<t 
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Warsaw, May 27 , 1~39, 

My dear Mr . President: 

I take occasion to t orward you hereto attached 
a memorandum setti ng torth ths substance or a report 
which recently came to the attention or official 
circles here. 

I am aware J4Y informants have already traced the 
"rumor" to Nazi oi rcles in Berlin. While my i nformants 
greet this , among other obViously inspired rumors calmly 
and are i nclined to mark it down to a Berlin-directed 
"open secreta" campaign aimed at i nciting "Jitters" in 
Poland and elsewhere , I 1111 aware they recognize t he 
situation calls tor utmost Tigilanoe and no let-up in 
preparedness against a potential attempt to gr ab Danzig. 

It may be noted that while differing in detail , the 
report covered i n the attached memorandum 1a similar in 
substance to that described in the memor andum attached 
to my letter to you 88 or May 20 . 

Ot pertinent interest , League High Colllllisa1oner, 
Burckhardt arrived i n Warsaw yesterday, dined with Beck 
last night, is conferring with Beck again this morning , 
and expects to l eave tor Danzig toni ght. I am interested 
to tind t hat Beck and associates gained a more favorable 
impression or Burckhardt ' a general attitude and trame or 
mind than that which they had,ju.at preVious t o his deperture 
tor Geneva some ti me 880• At that time , they tilt events 
had brought him to a state or mind conducive to blurred 
perapeoti'"' and inoapaoi t y to make strong decisions , Now 11 
however , they are pleased to note "an i mprovement in hia 
general attitude." 

I n 

The President 

The Wh1 te House. 
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In this connection , I 11111 aware that since Burckhardt 
wee lest in Danzig, be became concerned last rumors and 
preea reports emanat1118 i'rom Berlin, and indicating Berlin'• 
friendly feelings and high regard tor him, might spell tor 
him the "kiss ot political death" . Indeed, an important 
section both or the Swiss and French press s eized on these 
reports and played them up subsequentl y causing Swiss 
political circles to criticize him rather harshly. Thi s 
experience may ooncei~ably aer~e to make him oaretul not 
to g1 ve an impreaaion or anything amacldl18 or Berlin leanil18•• 
~oreover, he bas recently had the benefit ot frank con­
versations with the British, Jrench , and Swedish representative• 
ot the "Committee or Three" (on Danzig affaire) . It is 
reasonable to suppose he was thu.s enabled to gain a clearer 
perspective than hitherto as regards London 's, Paris ' and 
Stockholm's poli cy vis- A- via Danzi g developments . 

Burckhardt plane to leave tor Danzig tonight, and 
the lel18th ot hie stay there Will depend largely upon 
the outcome or his this morning's concersation With Beck. 

Meanwhile, the Danzig press , referril18 to a report 
aue.geeting that Burckhardt ' s return might spell e.n a t tempt 

et mediation or Polish-German differences , states with 
emphasis that no "Runciman" is desired in this case . 

With every good Wish, I am 

Yours rai thtu_.¥! , 

7~/~t)--



War saw, ~!ay 27 , 1939 

Supplementing my memorandum covering events in 

Danzig , attached t o my l ett!lrs t o the President end 

to the Secretary of l!ay 20, t he following rumor , evidently 

inspired by Berlin, bes just come to the atten t ion of 

official circles here: 

At a time when a l arge number of East Prussian 

troops may bevs entered Danzi g as tourists , the Danzig 

Senate would extend a formal invita tion t o Admiral 

Raeder (presently occupied in flee t maneuvers orr the 

Li t huanion ooast) to a ccept honora ry citizenship of 

Danzig. It would be na tura l that, under t he circum­

s t ances, be arrive with his fleet orr the harbor o! 

Danzig to receive t he honor in person. Synchronized 

with his arrival, the Danzig Senate woul d make a de ­

ol ar ution expressing a desire that Danzig be incor­

porated in t he Reich. It woul d then be pointed out 

t o WarS!i'll t hat both Gdynia and the batteries of !!el 

were under the r ange not only of t he fleet's guns but 

also or the heavy railway artillery on the German side 

of Pol!ind • s northwest !ron t ier . 

Whi le my informants are i nclined to murk the tore ­

going rumor down t o f urther Nazi !ear-inspiring technique , 

they do not overlook the pot enti al danger envol ved in 

i deas or the political dreamers and war lords of Ber l in. 

Accordingly, wbereas my informants do not look for Hitler 

to let Danzig become t he oause of a war in t he immediate 

.. 
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Warsaw, May 13, 1939. 

My dear Mr . President: 

As ot possible interest to you, I am f orwarding 

hereto attached a memorandum covering my recent 

conversation with Polish Ambassador to Germany, 

Lipski, wherein he confidentially disclosed his ob­

servations upon the change in course of Hitler 's 

politics at the time ot the Italo-Etbiopian conflict. 

In that Lipski possesses in my opinion a unique 

understanding ot the mentality ot the Germans in 

general and ot Hitler 1n particular , I consider his 

remarks of special interest. 

With every good wish, I am, 

Enclosure. 

Tbe President, 

The White House . 



/ 
Warsaw, ~ay 12 , 1939. 

In ccnveraa~ion with Pol ish Ambassador to 

<lei'!ll<lny Lipski who in my opinicn possesses e. unique 

underat.andins ot ~be Cenr.e.n men~li~y, he disclosed 

~he tollowins: 

Batore t he Italo-Ethiopian contlict , Bitler had 

looked upon Bri te.in as lli power wi~b lOb om O.rr.any 

wanted to a void a conflict. Even at that time Hitler 
enviaaeed Britain as Europe's No. 1 at sea and O.r­

many a a Europa's No. 1 on land. In o ther wards, 

H1tler ·bad a wholesome respect tor the mood and 

capacity ot Britain to act torcetully in defense not 

only or its own interest but also or principles . 

ACcordingly , Hitler told Lipski that be telt 

oontident Britain would never permit Ita ly to t ake 
Ethiop i a . Later came Britain's backdown on Ethiopia. 

Hitler was astonished, tal<lln aback end, according to 

my intor~t. •dmittedly in a quandary. 

From that da te torward, however , Bitler pressed 

by Ribbentrop • s "dvice , began to realize that there 
were cany prizea a•..aiUng his taking without tear ot 
British interference . Hence , Britain's reaction to 
the StHopian arr .. 1r had import antly contributed towards 

cbe.nging the course ot liitler•a politics abroad. 

Later When IJl'. Chamberlain tlew fran London to 

Oodesburg, Hitler end his aaGocictas marked it down 

to a distinct aitn o1' weakness. They tailed to 

,understond 
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understand the British point or \'iOI't, 

!low therefore , it ia dirtioult tor Hitler to 

understanc1 an "about race" on the part ~ a :.an whose 

eotions of not so long ago , were interpreted ftS a 

sign or weakness . 

These obeervatioaa are 1nterea~1n~. in tha~ they 

go to show that Hitler ia leokiM in "" understandi ng 

ot British mentality; nt the time or the Itelo­

Eth! opi an oontllct, Hitler , surprised that Britain took 

no action, thereafter niaeeleulntod Britain' s lon~-range 

policy and cepeeity to about face , end appraised Britain 

eo a negathe auenti ty. l!ow Hitler 1a again aurprised 

et Britain' a strong positive s t and , 



',loranw , lJey 13 , 1939 

lty dear l.lr . President : 

As of possible interest to you i n the light of 

i ts potential bearing on the political os well os 

economic aspect of the eituo tion in C<n•fllBny , I am 

f0l"wor<11ne hereto ettechod a o.emoranduM \'tlerein I 

have tnken occas ion to outline the cour se of Dr . 

llJal..ltar Schacht 1 s pos1 t i on in r e l ation to the Cernan 

Government since the time when he llSsuood e loading 

r6le in the nanopet:tent of t hn finonces of the Rei ch 

up to the till:e of hi s comparatively recent r eai gna-

tion . 

In drewing up this out line, I have hod the 

benefit of confidentinlly imported inforroeti on on 

part of Polish Arn.beasar o:r to Cermny Lipski, who has 

knoHn Dr. Schacht woll for meny years . 

t'li th overy rood wish , I oo 

Enclosure: 
l.!ecor andun. 

The President , 

The l'lhi to House , 
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!.!ey 12, 1939 

In cy opinion, on exaoincti on of the ups and ~owns 

ot Dr. P.Jelmnr Schach t ' s poa1tion in connection with 

inner llaz1 oirclos brings to lieht a toirly c l oor pic­

ture of the course ot the politiccl-econonic dovelcp­

osnt within the nu1ch. 

In br i er outline , Schacht utilized Gernsny• s position 

os recipient or investment funds , up to 1 9:.!9 , ft·o•n the United 

Stat es, :lritoin and elsewhere cs nenns of i nternal r ehabi ­

litation . Thereafter he constructed on i r on band oround 

O.meny in t.enne of exchnnee tor purpose ot oonsolideting 

t.o Germany ' s odvontoee , the benefits of t hese investments 

l'li t hout endenverinr the rerk by ths ple;r of forces outside 

the Reich . Tnie in effect creoteu, conparati volj· speekill£ , 

en intc=nal boac. 'rnrourp the creation or this so- celled 

"iron band" around the mrk , Schacht icportantly contri buted 

to the success of Hitle r ' s pror r wn , in that be thus kept 

the Gernan mark end shar e oorket oortpe ra tively tree. ot 

offect or depreedone rron obroad (7ow1ng out o r such coves 

eo the P.hl.nel and occupation , etc . 

At this point , honever , Schach t and Hitler 41 saereed , 

tor i n the baolt of Schacht ' s rtl.nd he had be on ont e rtain1nr, 

since , say 192.> , e acheoo ~lbereby, it Gemeny could profit 

b;.r the '"""rican, Iritis!'! end other inveet::~ente , Soheoht 

nirht eventuelly r eeoh o posi t1on 1noraby ho nlrht come 

to 
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t o some sor t of en ar•reCJ!lent olont; rational lines •.ti th 

tho creuitor notions - un ne reeroen t alone; such lines as 

''""uld parmi t Germ~~ny to r ejoi n the fru:~ily or liborel trading 

nations . By this ti r.e , however , llitler end Conpony realized 

thot in order t o secure their poll t icnl co nt r ol 1 t would he 

necessary to control the internal economic structure as well. 

kccording to one of Schacht ' s closost friends , Schacht 

balked et this idee , fo r he wns utterly opposed e t that 

time to Hi tler ' s theory of self- sufrici ency. J:oroo ver , 

tlli s theory co; f lic ted with the ultimate purpose Schacht 

had had in the baclo of his mind since the fir st day he em­

bnrkad upon his schetle of co nsolidating Cer.m.en y ' s position 

at the expe nse of fo r ci (!ll investnents . 

Letur , nccol:'ding to Polish Anbassa<1or to Oerneny Lipski , 

who had known Schacht well t'or a lon& t i me , Schacht he d 

of t en emphasized that Ooroony should a cquire no e r eeter 

en arme.nent t han she could afford to pay 1'or en~. suppol· t . 

Accordingly , Schacht's and Hi tler ' s ideas further clashed 

'.'.hen lii t l e r insisted upon an · increase in arms oisproport ione te 

to the mee.ns ut Ger!lllily' o disposal . Finally, a ccording to 

Ambassador Lipski , Schacht could stand unorthodor. f inancial 

practices no lont;or ; he discerned the sir ns of ultimate col­

l apse o f the financial-economic structure of the country 

under the continued strain plooed ther e on by 1l1tler nnd 

his extremist advi sers. lloroo ver , Schscb. t \la~nod that if 

this llaz1 policy were to conti>nue , Oer aeny "ould e nd up in 

a wnr. Subsequent l y he neked to be r elieved of his post , 

Li pski 
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Lipski bol1evea Sollaoh t is now oimpl y bi~i ll8 his 
ti~e until his servi ces will Rrftin be required to pull 
the country out or a fin~noiel mire. 

AJDB/emq 

...... 
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Warsaw, Uay 13. 1939 

i.!y dea r !.tr. l'ro~i ~ont : 

As or poa"ible interest to you , I am 

tor;Yerdinfr hereto ottnched a neoor andun 

ccnrerine o.y oen•oraot1on with nnbessodor 

Lipski, >Obere1n he conf1dent1elly itlparted 

his obeerYetiona on the occasion or the 

:71lhelnetreaee • e ol oe1 ns its ~oors to the 

Chiefs ot l'ore1pn t:toe1ons during a ll.l:Uted 

period men tlte Cemnn Amy was actual ly 

me r oh1ng into Czoohoalo ve.kia . 

With ovory ('OOd w1eh , I am 

Enclosure: 
!.!e.oor MdUD . 

The President, 

The Vlhlte llouee . 

Yours faithtJrl¥ 1 . 

~~~ 
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l.tey 12 ' 193Q • 

Polish Ambessodor to Gorcony Lipsk i inperted to 

me that durinp a thr ee- day per1o<l, wherein Cemen troops 

•rere actually nerohi~ into Czechoslovaki a, the German 

Torei gn Office had in effect been closed to the Chief s of 

For ei s n l.llaoions . Lipsk i coneider od thot this had proven 

a ereot error in Nezidom' s politics, ~or otter e ll tho 

Cltie f ot l!l.eaion enjoyed t he prhilef'O ot aooeae to ot-

ficialdom ond they wero thus pr evented from conferring 

with the proper otfioiels during e cruci al moment . '!'he 

only comfort Lipsk i had derived !"ron the situetion was 

the fo ot that even the Italian Ambassador hod been thus 

prevented tron consul ting Cercan ofticicla. 

In analyziD£ Whet had cotivoted this action on par t 

of the r~,rl!'.on Government , Li pski a t oted that just pr evious 

to the september crisia cer tain or the Cernen offic i als 

hod t i pped off soce ot the Chiefs or ?oreirn Liasiona to 

expect o r.ermon edventureJ in en effort to elicit t he i nter­

vent ion or their r espective Govurnno nts . This had led to 

advance notice obrood or Cercony ' s in~ention via-a-yto 
Jl ~ Czechoslo'fokin ond eventually to ::unich. 

Later Ri bbentro p hod convinced Hitler the t he could 

hove f:On a to wnr with CzechoalonJcie w1 thout Brit1ah end / or 

French intarvan~ion, •hlicb nisht have resulted in a victory 

which 1n turn mirbt have served to put on ond to on 

existent 
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existent peoifieo and det'eatiao or e certain section 

o: the Gemen popul.Alt1on . 

Hence , with the ~orero1np experi ence in mind, 

Ribben trop had doo1dod to prevent e repe t ition thereat' 

et the time H1tl 6r he d decided to occupy Czeohoclovekie. 

'n!erefore, b:• absenting h11!".8elt tron llerl1n and Mk1~ 

uneveUable for oonsultet.1on~other off1core or the Fore1sn 

Ott'1ce, Ribbentrop hed felt thot he was preolud1np e.ny 

ohence of ndvonoe notice abroad . 

AJ!JB/eoq 

...... 
••• 
* 
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~ DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WAaHINOTON 

In replJ refer ~o 
lu 

June 6 . 1939 

\ 

5"- 1-:J. -3'1 
J1J dolar General 11&hon: 

I aa enoloeing & COPJ of Aab&u&dor B1ddle1 e ooD­

fldolnUal clup&tch 110. 1058 of llaJ 18, 1939 couoeri11J16 

the uoeut rtelt lu llaraaw of Vl&<11a1r Petrortoh Potelllcllt, 

Aeel e~&nt People'• Ooaataear for r orelgn Atf&lre. The 

4eap&toh w&e aazte4 for the Pree14ent . 

Sincerely roure, 

Zncloaure: 

OOPJ of 4aep&tch no. 1058, 
II&J 18, boa 11araaw. 

Br1p<11er General 1:4wtn 11. 'll&tlon, 

Secretary to t he Pral14ant, 

The 11h1te Bouee. 
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, ,. , a N'J' jJ .-ucA'rB 

z:o. 1nse ....... ~y lll , 1939 

l!eterr1nr w ny o11ble llo , 10'1, 
Hay 10 ll P•• • 1 • otenk1n ' a oo~ 
wreat.i on "ith D&ok 1n llua~• l 
turtb•r ob .. TTOtlona \hereon , 

'"ubJIIOtl 

T ?SP x GTWR'Srl 
ma illl1 r-m:nt m t't ct!D 7,"10 m;grt.TArq 

Gir : 

The Deorotnry ot a t ote, 

Wftahln,ton , D, 0 , 

1.1 th rotn•enoe to rq oable tlo , 107 ot l.!ny 10, 2 p , n ,, 

I bne the honor to report tbftt , et\or e lanrthy \llllc wl th 

Beok •nC Juat before 'tl.• deputur• tl'on ar eaw, l"otelda 

1tlllflr td4 the follo•l"ft to the 'lllr"lllb Mbn• .. 40rr 

n e ••• h1f:b l y aat1at1e~ wi th hie tnlk wl tb lleok . 

• ole lid. boen "•ry rrlu4ly end ha4 can' tane4 Mrlre4 

GOQproheneion in oonneotlun with 1111 ft&poot& oo'fere4 1a 

tile rthou8111on , 

1111• 
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llhlle llldntal.l lllf! the OIIDI'IIOWI'ie\le Pollld\ """" 

I n r a 11poot to " pot untlol oJ. l1anoe ltltll l!ua n111 , ,..ole lied 

etueae<l l'ol nncl 'e 1\a alr<~ t or n owtuol re- t nvl fOI'atlon ot 
u l fl "l'eO h ot tho Hon-A{-j>Teedon l.ftNer»nt 111\4 IILI;>IIodzad 

Poltln4 ' • d.al l'll tor • brondenll\1' ot tiHI aoopa or tile c-.. 

cerol"l Acreanent bet .. en IU'II8W end ,jgaoow, ::Or eo• er, 
Beck b~t\ BfttUI'ad l'ot emkln or tb& l'olllh 0ovornnent 1 o 4&alra 
tor tr1en41:1' l'ollldl- l!u .. to.n rllle\loi:UI . 

l'otawdn had ae-. racl llaok ln turn that :Oeoow re-

witll lluaata •• o~rM\<Irlae4 lt7 ~· • ,.. • • ,.... on tha nubjeot , 

~lr,n polloTo 

lu<!rinl! !1'011 the abow 41•1otiUHa and rroa ~eok'e 

1"8IMII'D IIUltMquen\ to 1118 OOil'fal' .. tlOI. u lth l'o\<ll:llc1n0 t >,. 

wbet•noe ot It! tell I n por\H in -:r oablo u nclor reteranoo , 
I aa l nolined t o boUna tllat tor l'ol.an4'• t>art Poland de­

dNII (a) JIU\Ual re-1nn 4'01'aUon ot llon-.\jfgeanton A~~Ha­
,.,.., 1 (lt) trlendly rolet.lo~:~a alo116 -nlu 'but AO\ 

pol1tlo8l lln••l (a) broadanlnn o r aoope or aXietont 
c_..rotel ~c:re-nt to ... , 1/ l'ol nnd ' a raquir-n\1 

o r war eSttlella a nd auppll .. , ftD4 a/ to p ro'f14a Ru .. tu 
outle\a tar ooal &Dd 1n4ue~1al production ot \.he 'reMil• 

4htr1atl (O) tu A"'>U o.....t\tl ~t« borealr to an ~lllan" 

wUia 
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wUia RuaiiJ.a • ••reb '>oleDd , duo \o hil l' atrlo\ p rlno1ple 

turn tlod 1 t M008110J'T to f 'Ui rftll te8 the terri torlal lD­

toFJ'l t)' ot Ruulo • 

ond 1e w1ll111f" t.o nea t J oltmd ' n dolllrea tor t'Y1aucUy rela­

tlona nlon1• oo-ro1al but not poU\leAl. linea, (o) la 

II'PIJ8r.rl\ly wll~1nc to 1/ ••' i'olend'a dedre t o broeda 

the aoope or tho ex1 atent Coawro1tll A{JreeaHnt to nee\ 

lln4 1/ Net wl tbln 1'011800 l'olo® 'a re t~u1re!1Ant. tor a 

lluanlan outlet tor ooel ond I ncluatr1al p1'04ua\lo.n ot t.bl 

Teaohan Olet.r1ot. 

Uoroover, I poroohe t.het ll.oeoow not onl;; Wlderat.flnda 
:>obnd'a pod\ion rorar4 1n6 • pow::~\1111 aUltmoe wl\ll 

I'IWiala, but p8rbeflll -loo•• Ulua no14111(' a ol o!Hir tl-

ln to pownthl oonfllot wnare'D1 llu•at an troopa mlflht be 

flO 
JJ DJJ/acq/1• 
(In quln\uplloa\e) 

A. 1. t ,..-1 Dl4dlo , zr. 
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War saw, June 10, 1939 

2 6 0!$ 35JL 11 SUI 

1tr dear Mr. President: 

I am attaching hereto for your confidential 

information memorandums covering substance of two 

conversations with the Japenese Ambassador here in 

connection w1 t h Tokyo ' s r sported willingness to 

render its good offices towards a mediation of 

outstanding Polish-German differences in event o f 

the expressed will ingness of both parties concerned 

{It may be recalled that I reported in the memoran-

dum aoeompanying my letter ot 1/.ay 20 , 1939 Polish 

ottloi el doo's Observations on Tokyo ' s then our-

r sntly repor ted mediation efforts) . 

In brier, on May 25 Japanese Aobassador 

Sakoh confidenti ally imparted thet both be and 

the 

The President , 

Tbe Wb1 te House , 

Washington . 
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the Japaneee Ambassador 1D Berlin had been makin8 

eoundinga reepact1 Yaly in Warsaw and Berlin a a .to 

t he attitude or both capitale towards a re-opening 

or nesotiationa end/or mediation by a t hird party, 

Dur1na the oourae or our oonYeraation, I gave the 
Ambeaaador, in reaponae to his inquiry, my opinion 

on certain a epecta or Poliah attitude (ase attached 

mmor&ndUI:I tbr detaila) . 

On June 3 when Sakoh and I again met at hie 

raquaat , he imparted to me in strictest confidence 

that Carman Ambeaaador to Poland, von !Joltke , had 

had on the previous day a three-hours• conversation 

with Polish Vice Uin1ster or ?oreign Atreira Arciazewaki. 

Sekoh informed me he wee cognizant or the substance 

or their 41ecuaa1on, and he wanted me to know I had 

bean correct 1n cy estimate or the situation; in 

other words, While ~lareaw would welcome an oppor-

tun1 ty to re-open an exchange or ideae with Ber lln 

regarding the questiona or Danzig and a paaaegeway 

aero sa 
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a oroea Pomorze , \faraaw tel t it would be extr.,.,el:r 

difficult to conduct negotiations in en atmosphere 

eo highly charged aa that or today . t!oltke had ad­

mitt ed that he understood \faraaw Tiewa on this 

a core. Sekoh , moreover , stated that in our previous 

oon•oreation I had "put Q1 ringer• on one ot t he 

main ditrioultiea in connection with any potential 

negotiations: t he rnot that Czecho-Slovakia's and 

Memel'a occupation , t ogether with Berlin's declared 

demand& and unilat eral revocation or the Poliah­

Oarmao Non-Aggresei on Poet, bod aerved to sheke 

Poland ' & oontidenoe 1D Berlin. He agreed, further­

more, thet thi s waa a factor Which had to be taJ<en 

i nto s erious consideration when contemplating a 

aettleoent or outstanding differences between Berlin 

And t7arsaw. 

I am aware thot the Japanese Ambassador, together 

wit h hi a colleague i n Berlin , intends t o puraua the 

matter turtber. A& the for mer promised t o keep ce 

posted 
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l:ay 26, 1939 

In an atter-d1nner eon.eraation with lapaneae 

Ambaeeador Sakoh, May 25 , he aaid he ~ad been wait1na 
tor an opportunity to talk printaly and eontidantiallJ 
to me about Poliah-Oerman dittarencea. He talt that ha 

and I had aained a clear perspective ot the Polieh view­
point , as well aa the Polish mood and capacitJ tor re­

sistance. Hance, he had waited to question me as to 

whether I beliend t here were arounde tor hope ot a 

settlement ot Polish-German dittarenoea, urg1n6 me to 

answer with utmost trankneaa, 

In reapcnae, I admitted havina given great thought 
and oaretul and objeot1Ye conaideretion to all aspects ot 
the problem, My concl uaiona ot today coincided with my 
preliminary obserYationa (see my cables No, ~~ ot Carob 29, 
2 p.m. , paragraph 2, sub section (a) and No. 57 ot Y.aroh 30, 
6 p.m.). I n briet, there wae little hope ot attaining 
a settlement baaed on justice and equality ot rights in 
ao highly ah&rged an atmosphere aa existed today. Even 

though the atateBCan appointed to oonduot ne@IOtiationa 

between the two countriea miaht mutually agree on Wbat 

ther ooneldere4 an equl table solution, 1 t should be borne 

1n mind that behind each negotiator would be standing the 

public opinion ot hie reapeot1Ye atata, alert to diaceru 

any 
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any move Which it might Interpret ea a conceeaion poeaibly 

unacceptable !rom their standpoint - yet which , under more 

tranquil oondit iona, that aame public opin ion might be willing 

to acce pt ea a reasonable baaia or eettlement . Seeidee, the 

two arm!•• would be standing by and, ae 1n the caee or the 

t wo publ i c opinions, would be, eo to apeak, glaring at each 

other aoroaa t he renee. One ahould not oTerlook the teet 

t hat 1n the armies, as well ae t oe polit i cal oirolee or bo th 

oountr!ea, there were •bot heade• and extremists who had to 

be taken into consideration 1n the light or t heir po ten tiel 

capacity to whip up a deaire to • go places•. 

In vie• or t bese considerations, I relt that a conatruc­

tive move at preaent would be an ettort to r each a prelU.inary 

and 1ntormal mutual under standing to l eave t he questions in 

abeyance until a t tar the • shooting season•, say November 15. 

Mor eover, i t might prove mutually agreeable to coorine these 

intormal etrorta t o confidential diplomatic chennele. By 

autumn public op inion 1D bo t h countries would have had more 

to think about tha.n the specltio character or demands made 

by Ribbentrop and subsequently declared in Hitler's apeech 

or Apr il 28. In other words , time misht possibly eerve to 

make meea op inion in both countries more receptive to a poten­

t ial oompromiee. Indeed , I telt it wae oonceiTable t ha t it 

Herr Hitler were eincere In hie erpreeaed desire tor peace 

and hie reported wish tor good neighborly relatione with 

Polelld, Hezr Hi U er bU.eelr •light conceivably eee hie way 

to 
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• to reYiae hie stated d-nd• on Poland, 

J a dded =7 belief tbat Hitler , and Hitler alone, 

oould change his mind it afforded a tace-eaving formula , 

At thia point Ambaasador Sakob evinced a epontaneoua 

erpreaeion ot enthueia .. ; elapping me on the back, he aaid 

we were in accord, Hie oolleague, the Sapaneee Ambaeaador 

to Berlin , had just informed him tbat Hitler bad emphasized 

in a recent oonYereation hie deaire tor goOd relatione witb 

Poland and hie regrate tbat outstanding ditterenoaa between 

tbe two count ries had l ed to such a lamentable atmosphere, 

Sakoh 

• In thia connection, I do not overlook the tact that 
Ribbentrop had miecalculated Poland's potential reaietance 
and had thus contributed importantly towarde Hitler 'e 
payohologioal mistake in making his one-sided demands on 
l'larsaw, ~foreover , Ribbentrop had commit ted a serious er­
ror, in my view, by having abandoned diplooatic channe l s 
ror a continued exchange or views between Berlin and llarsaw 
iz:Jmediately subsequent to tbe announcement or the Anglo­
PoliSh Pact. He bad thUS brought what might have been other­
wise confined to oont'identia l bilateral diplomatic discussion 
into the open tor world-wide attention. Having tbua per­
mitted his Chief ot Stat e to declare Oermeny'a demsnde 
openly , constituted, to my mind, riaky tactics i n that he 
had parmi tted his Chief ot State to crawl tar out on the limb. On the other bend, these t actics bad opened the way for Beck 
to sd.te Poland ' s caee at a moment Wh en the whOle •~rld had 
toouseed ita attention oa what Beck had to say. Were Herr 
Hitler to have become enlightened i n the meantima on the various aspects ot what I considered to be a ssrious dip­
lomatic blunder, be might oonce1Yably have come to reconaider 
the position, Such enlightenment might conceivably g!Ye 
riae to Herr H1 tler 'a taJcing matter a into hi a own bAnda , adoptill{l a more reasonable attitude in connection with 
hia dcande on Poland, and eave hi a race by pointing out 
that the forceful character ot hie d-nda bad been tbe result ot misguidance and/or m1aunderat&nd1ng on part ot 
hie adY1aere . 
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Sakoh then aignirioantly e aked me Whether I t housht 

the Polish Oo't'erament and the Poliah people would be re­

ceptive to a propoeal trom Hitler along linee (e.) ror a 
joint gua rantee or an independent Danzig, (b) ror conetrue­
tion ore peeaage-., , under Polish aovereignty, acroea 

Po110rze to rac1litate Oel'l:lall communication, and (c) a 

long-term German guarantee or Poland's frontiers, Having 
in mind that auoh a proposal represented in ettect Warsaw• a 

counter proposals - in tact the line or Poland • a reasoning 

during past axcbangaa or views between tbe two capitals, 

I replied that I thoU8ht the Polish Government woul d greet 

such e. proposal ea a reasonable basia tor negotiations 

looking to a peaeetul settleoent. l..!oreover, I tel t tllat 

all aeotiona or public opinion here might ~stomach~ a 

settlement along auch lines When the atll>osphere might have 

become lese charged, 

It aefllled to me that 1t the l"ueb.rer wou14 rawrablJ 

consider ideas along this line , it might be possible to 

re-open a discreet bilateral exchange or views through 

diplomatic cbe.llllela. I did not believe, however, that 

Polhb otticieldoa would deam it wiaa to re-open rormal 
ne~t1ationa until tlle tall, attar the "&hooting aeaaon" 

would have paaaed, It during an exchange or ideaa (aa 

above auggeatad) Waraaw clearly underatood Berlin ' • 

Willingneu to deal on e. be.aia aucb aa suggested bJ 

Sakoh , 
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Sako~, it should thereupon become the duty of' the OoTern­

menta ot both atatea to e ducate t heir reepectiTe public 

opiniona to an eTentual acceptance ot terms round mutually 

agreeable during atorementioned exchange ot ideas. 

At thia poi nt I obaerTed that there waa a factor Which 

had to be taken into aertoue oonai derat1on Wilen oontcplatins 

nesotta tiona between Poland and Germany, and that waa the 

exist ent lack of' confidence in Hitlar•a word on part both 

or official and maaa opinion bare. One had to taka t bie 

into account when contemplating negotiations of' any charac­

ter. Aa a matter ot tact, my obaerT&ti ona prompted me to 

teel that the aame consideration appl ied in the caaaa of' 

other atatee in thia area ot Europe. 

He again slapped me on the back and said that he wae 

delighted that we shared views on this pr-oblem, and eig­

niticantly added that he concurred w1 th my belief that 

Hitler- alone waa capable of' changing his aind to the 

abcTe extent and that he f'alt it was within the realm of' pos­

sibility that Hitlar m4;bt actually coma around t o making a 

urlud proposal along tbe line a Se.kob ment ioned. 

I baTe the dietinot impr-eaaion that Sakoh wae sincere 

in hia deaira to dieouaa the fOregoing With me, in that he 

1a aware that I have studied the reacti one of' ell sections of' 

publi c opinion here to evente in the foreign aa well aa the 

internal political arena. I lllll, mor-eoTer, aware that Sakoh, 

together Wit h hie colleague, the Japanese Ambaaeador in 

Berlin, 
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Bez,l1n, haa been eonduotlna d1 aoraat eoundinae in beth 

oapitala towerde ascertaining receptivity at beth partial 

to an otter by Tokyo ot ita good ottioea in oapaoity ot 
mediator. On the other hand, they haYa bean in search ot 

aome common ground Whereon Warsaw and Berlin mi@ht rind it 

poaaible to re-open negotiations. I consider hie renarka 

were signitioant in that he ia not g iYan to exaggeration, 

nor ia he oarried away by hie 1Eaginat1on. 

At eonoluaion or our conversation , he aarnaatly urged 

me to be prepared fUrther to diaouaa 41aoreatly with him 

various aspeota or th a problem • 

AJDB/ ia 

••• • 
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Japanese Ambesa=dor iQparted in strloteat con-

t14ence that, etter ~ tllree-bour oonveraetio n between 

Ar:lbaeoador ::oltlce s.nd Vice Minister Arol ezewakl , 1t was 

round t hat I had baen correct i n rcy eetimlite ot· t he 

aitu~tlon; that was to say t b4 t , while Poland would 

~•loo=e an opportuniQ7 to re-open an exchange ot ideas 

.. 1. th Berlin r egurd ing Danzig and a passageway acros s 

Pomorze , ~!arsaw did not consi der i t possible to conduct 

renewed negotiations in a lligllly cha r ged atmoapllere such 

u existed today . In tact, it would be difficult to re­

open discussi on a until t he autumn. l•arsaw bod to t ake into 

considerat ion public opinion L~d tile st~te or ~lnd emons 

the military "llotbeada", \,tile Berlin had ita public op inion 

e.nd ••extrel:Ust" eluent to coneider . The Ambasst.dor then 

r emarked thut I bod also been oorreot in my oboerv .. tlon 

that Poland ' s sha ken confidence in Berlin would rorm an 

l.llport~llt obate.ole to a ?ollsb-Oel'!lan agree:~~nt, even per­

haps on te~a baaed upon ?eland ' s counter proposels . The 

Ambaeaador remarked tbo t an ou·er to gw1r antoe ?olleh 

frontiers ~uld otter little tsoptation to Polish ctrlcial 

oe well a s publ i c opi nion , 1n t heir present s t a te or ~nd . 

Tbia lack or cont'idonoe, then , •,ros a factor \\1lich had to be 

t aken into seri ous o ons i derotion when oontomplating a re­

newal or negotiations between t bo t~~ capitals. 

'l'he 
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The Acbassedor then ~uestioned ~~at inte rpret a­

tion :night be pla.eed on Hitler ' B st&t eMnt r ega rding 

the ineorporation o t I:anzis c.a a Free Citv . Di d he 

••an no rcnili t arization? ~oltke , i n reeponee to this 

.,ueation , had sta ted t h•t !:.J.tler z:Uc.ht J>Ossibly r e r r a1n 

tro::~ t ortifyi Q!l Danzi g , but he dou bt ed whethe r H.1t ler 

would gworentee mt to go.rrison t he oity with troops . 

The Ambaos~dor ~leo ot u ted t~t mil it• ry circles he r e 

had a fixed idea t hat Danz1e ' s i ncorpora tion would spell 

a pr e l ude to e Cerwan a t teupt to annex tl1a Corridor al l 

the •oGY do>.n to Upper S1lesi a . 

Ambass ador Sakoll w:>u l d pursue t he matter tur ther 

and wuld leeep me pos t ed . 



Warsaw, June 17, 1939 

My deer Mr. President : 

I beg to refer to my letter of June lO , 

1939 and memorandum t hereto attache d , covering 

substance of my conversations with the Japanese 

Ambassador r egarding Polish- German di fference s , 

end to report my foll oWing addi t ional obsarvations . 

I am aware t hat while Japanese Ambassador 

Sskoh's recent energet i c efforts t o bring about 

informal as wel l as formal discussions between 

German Ambassador l!.oltke and Polish officials 

have met w1 th 90me measure of success , the re­

sults of t he conversations which have thus far 

taken place have been negative in character, 

insofar as concerns the "Danzig problem." 

While Moltke ' s recent official call upon 

Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Szembek 

occasioned 

The President, 

The White Rouse . 
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occasioned auch attention and speculation in 

that it represented Uoltke'a firat official 

cell ot the Foreign Ottio~ !!Iince March, I am 

authoritatively informed Moltke touched on 

matters only ot oonparatively minor importance: 

(a) question of soft-pedaling Polish and German 

prase campaigns; and (b) ques tion of ameliorating 

conditions tor their respective minorities (which 

ere bearing a large share or the brunt of current 

tension) . In other words, Uoltke'l!! much publi­

cized visit, in my opinion, may be marked down 

(a) to a search tor a modus vivendi in relation 

to comparatively minor mettere, end (b) to a 

tactical gesture to impress London end Parill 

with Berlin's "forbearance" in connection witb 

whet Berlin now propagandizes as Warsaw's "cap­

tious and militent spirit . " 

Ueenwbile I am disinclined to teal tbat 

~epanese Ambassador Sakoh's energetic interest 

in a potential settlement of Polish-German dit­

fersncee is entirely altruistic in character. 

In view (a) ot current trend of danlopmente in 

Europe 
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• Europe and the l"er East, and (b) ot Tokyo's, 

as well as Berlin ' s and Rome •s,efforts to prevent 

conclusion ot an Anelo- Ruse1an paot; I do not 

overlook the possibility that in their joint ef­

forts to bring about a Warsaw-Berlin settlement 

the Jepeneee Ambeeeedore 1n Wereaw end Berlin 

might be eerving ee instruments of Berlin's 

policy to "oreok up" the anti-aggression front, 

lloreover, I em mindful that Tokyo ' s policy­

would be better served by a condition whereby 

Russia were worried by the potential implications 

(v1s-a-v1a Ruee1a) of friendly Poliah-Oerman re-

lations then by the current c~nd1tion whereby­

Russia can look with e sense of contort upon a 

resistant, "anti-aggression" Poland as e buffer 

between herself and Germany-. 

ifitb every good wish , I am 

Yours feith~lx,. __ _ 

1;w,l~ 
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lfaraew, luna 23, 1939 

a sg ¥? §Xi a q ;a )' 

My deer Ur . President: 

Ao or pertinent beor1ng I teko oooe.sion to 

sttaob hereto a conridentiel nenorenduc eupplecent-

ing my oebles 122 or June 16 end 127 or June 19 , end 

covering the result of my discreet inquiriee among 

hi.g)l Cotholic circles here in Governnent end military 
8s well se repreaentetive oirolee outside orrioieldom, 

88 to whether tiUiir al legiance t o tbe Churob out­

weighed their el18(<1ence to the State. 

I conducted my inquiries in euoh me.nnor as to 

acquire e oroea-aeotion ot opinion end, in view ot 

recent end current dip1omotio soundings by the 

Vatican, I consider tbe d1so1osurea or my inrormnnte 

enl1E;htening. 

Moreover , 

'!be President, 

'lbo Whi to Houso . 
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~reover, my inquiries brought to lisht the teot 

tbet the Polioh o1ergy is morkedly nationolietic and 

that clurlne: the course or the Papal lluncio' e eoundi nge 

I!Jllongat them ea to their attitude towords the Votloen'a 

env1Mged diploma t ic move towerds awmnonlng a peace 

conference, they frankly oeut1oned the !luncio against 

the Vetlcen ' s intervention in Polish- German cli1'feronoee , 

etetinp, bluntly that in their opinion such i ntervention 

et this tine would prove a detrinent to the position ot 

the Cetholic Church in Poland . They moreover took this 

occasi on to express their apprehension lest the Vatican 

exercise innuenoee abroad which mir)lt tend to disarm 

public opinion, etetin& that eny auoh influences would 

tend towords creeti~ weakness in the camp ot the nnti­

assreasion front which thO Axis powore would be only too 

quick to discern and take odvsntage or . Indeed, they 

1'elt the only wey to hole! Hitler in check was to moJ.n­

tain thU rront in v1For. 

l'llth every good wish, I ""' 

Youro taith1'ully , 

Enclosure: 
14emornndum. 

-ldW(~AI'~ Cf 
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MEMORANDUIJ 

June 20, 193~ 

Supplementing my cables Nos . 122 ot J une 16 and 

127 of June 19, I take occasion to report that ny dis­

creet i nquiries amongst high Catholic circles here,1n 

Government end military as well as representative circles 

outside oftioialdom, bring to light on all sides the volun­

tary contention that the people of t his count.ry are "first 

Poles, secondly Catholics." 

In this connection , a h i gh ranking offi cial or the 

Polish Government, end an i ndividual who enjoys a high 

standing in the Church , confidentially i mparted to me he 

was confident he was expressing the l'esctions of his 

Government end of Polish mess opinion by characterizing 

the policy of the Vatican over the post-War period as one 

of"~ qui peut." lHe thereupon cited as examples 

Austr ia and Czechoslovelde. J He went on to sey that the 

Polish Government hed in the pest frequently experienced 

Vatican pressure t hrough vari ous means to bring l'lersew 

in line w1 tb Vatican policy, Towards t his end , the 

Vatican had usually resol'ted to playing the Uniat agaillBt 

the Latin Rite or the Church i n Polan d. While the Govern­

ment was not resentful of this, still its experience on 

this score had served to open 1 ts eyes, 

He then pointed out that an impression was gaini ng 

ground here to effect that ths Vatican's paramount concern 

or 
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ot the moment wee the tate ot tbe approximately 40,000 , 000 

Catholics presently ocnta1nad in the Greater Roi ch . This 

i mpression in turn was leading my informant and his ee-

eooiotee to be wary lest, in order to improve the position 

ot the Catholics in Germany, tbe Vatican ciebt conoeivebly 

consciously or unooneoi oualy bring about ci roumstanoee 

whereby Poland mlf.h t be expeot od to root the coat tor 

this envisaged i mprovement in Germany. Furthermore , in 

view or (a) thl s .impression, (b) reports that the Pope 

was deeply concerned over mounting recalcitrance or a 

large eeot1on or Italian publlo opinion vis-a-vie the 

Italian Government as result or Gerneny's wholesale pene­

tra t ion or Italy*, and (o) other r eports that His Holiness 

was aware or Mussollni • 8 tear thnt Italy was unprepe.red tor 

8 mejor conflic1; Warsaw hod been pronpted to feel that Pius 

XII was acting more es an Italian than the Holy See i n 

i nitietiO£ diplocetic eoundinge tor a peace oonterence 

under oircunst ances cur r ently extating throughout the 

European political arena, 

Another high r anking Polieh otti cial ot hi~ standing 

in the Catholic Church (he point e with pride to the teet 

there have been 38 bishops in hie family) made the tol­

l ol'rl.ng observe t i ona: Warsaw bee! long been aware ot 

Pi us 

• Referring to t he anti-Polish tone v.!l ioh the Italia n 
press has recently adopted , my informant stated Wereow 
oonsiclerecl the Italian prase hed bec~e the i nstrument 
or German policy and tha t bol t er was rnst gaini ng e~ound 
here the t Itely wee little short ot a Corcan pr o tectorate 
and "'..uasol1ni ita Oeule1ter. " 
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Piue XII' a Berlin lenninca whicb round their roots in 
the days l'lben he was oooredi ted to that capital ee llunoio, 

t~reovur, while the atti~ude or Pi us XII aa forcer Sao-
retary or Stat e tor the Vetioan bed at all times been 
correct vie-8- via l'lereew, the Vatioen neohinetione during 
that period had not eeonped Wareew• e discreet notice . 
Indeed, it wes during Ria Holiness• aecretaryebip thet 
tbe Vatioen had frequently playe d the Uniet against the 
Latin Rita in Poland as means or pressure on Warsaw. In 

teet, 17areew hed lont; been inclined to feel that Secretory 

or State Pecoelli lacked , comparatively speaking, a genui nely 
warm heart tor and clear understanding or Poland. 

J.ly informant went on to say that tbe present Pope , 

typifying the mentality or his closest eseocietee , still 

hankered a tter the old affluent IUld poll t1 oally powerful 
• "Centrum Party" or O..rmeny. Its elimination upon Hitler 'e 

advent to power represented a big gap in the C&tholic 

structure. 

• Former Chancellor and subsequently I.U.niAter or the Interior or O..rt~~>ny , Joseph \Virth , waa virtually l eader ot the Centrum a t the tin:e or Hi tler• a advent to power. Hitler sent Wirth to stay with Dolltus to nagotia t6 en ansehluaa. Dur i ng their neeotietione Hitl er's mounting o.nnoyence over the power or Wirth • a in tluenoa in Oarmen Cetholio circles, end hie auepici on that Wirth and Doll­rue misbt eonn1•e to draw Auatria and Bavaria into closer reletionahip led Hitler to order Wirth's arrest . At tbie point ~he Vati can, pursuant its reacti on or "After Hitler -v.het ?" urged Wirth to leave O..rnany and hold himaelt in readi naaa to eer•e the Church in OertiBDy in case Hitler ' • regime !'let with failure. Hence , since the fir st yecr or Hitler 's regime l'lirth hea been livina and ""rking outGide Germany, ser ving as a confidential liaison between the Vatican nnd the Church in the f ield. t.!oreovar, be 1a a oloae friend or Pius XII . 
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structure. Ita eltaination, noreovar , had inclined the 

Vatican to turn with more active interest to the Ca tholic 

communit y in the United Stetaa . Even the Vatican bad ite 

"pocket nerve• and ita heart wee not above tbrobbine at 

the j ingle of "filthy luore" which, after all , was neces­

sary to carrying out the wide eoope of t he Veti cnn •a 

policy . Henc~ . it wee reasonable to suppose t hat, in 

absence or the German Centrum Party, the C~tbolie com­

munity or the Uni ted Statea ~uld play a more important 

then hitherto role in the eyes of the Vatican. 

or pertinent bearinl', IllY infomant went on to say 

that two yeer a ago Wortlaw bad learned that Pope Pius XI 

consi dered Naziism and Fascism composed a greeter threat 

to t he Church than Communism and that in this reaction 

the Pope enjoyed the support both of Jesuit and Dominican 

circles . Moreover, at that time Pi us XI • a main-line ob­

j ective envieeged the Cntholio Church 's penetration ot 

Russia . Hence, the v .. ttoan under hie regil::e bad exerted 

strenuous ettorte to build up the Uniat Rite in Poland , 

constantly endeavoring to Rua llity i t, for Pius XI had 

looked to t his Rite a a the potenti al advance 19Jard of 

en envisaged Catholic "mer oh " i nto Russia . 

IVareew now learned, however , that the present Pope 

regarded Communisn aa a greeter menace to t he Oburob tbaa 

either or botb Faaoiem or Naziism. Moreover, Warsaw now 

bad tbe impression that the present. Pope ' s ~:~~~in- line 

polloy envisaged a deal w1 t.h Berlin l'dlereby the Vatioan 

mlf,bt 
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l!llp.ht regein a foothold in Ger,.,ny and thus, in the 

course or t i me , resurrec t or ropleca the •centrum• whi ch 

h8d proviousl y coneti tutod tho Vatican • e great est sourc e 

ot revenue 'in Europe md provided the Vati can with the 

means ot politi cal influence throughout Ger!llflny. 

~ informant added thnt, as regards the present 

aituetion wherein the Vatican's attention ..as focused 

upon Polish-Ger man as well as Italo- Fronch di ffer encaa , 

the Vatican ' s atti tude llllth t be char acterized by t aking 

tor granted the position or the •good sheep", oeanwbile 

concentrating i ts effor t s on tho "stray sheep" - perhaps 
oven going 80 f ar 88 to pres s tor en i tlprovement ot the 

condition of tho "stray sheep" et the ooat ot the "foOd 

A:TDB/emq/ i s 

••• .. 



llereaw, June 24, lQ:59, 

Xy dear l!r. President: 

I n t he thought tbet you may be int erested 

l n the aubje ot matter, I em forwarding you hereto 

attnohed , e memor andum cover1ns a recent conversation 

wit h Uin1eter Beok ' s Cabi net Chief, Count ;tubleneld, 

\11th every good wi oh, I IIJa 

The President 

The White House 

IVe.ehington . 

l ei thfully yours , 

~~ 



/ 
UEIJO RA NDVLI 

Uiniat er Beck ' s Cabine t Chief confi denti a lly 
imparted to me thot Uinister Beck end he wer e i n­

terested to lear n that French Ambeeeodor to Berl i n , 
Coul endreau , had recently cabled hie Coverruoent that 

in hie opi ni on wer would be prevent ed only (e) it Poland 
ehowed not the elif;htest tendency to retreat tran bar 

firm s t and; end (b) it Brita i n end France gave no sign 
which Berlin could interpret es a dieinoli netion ~ 
stand by Poland . Coulendr eau had added thAt, t eoing 

bare taote, France could not expect (e) to stand seide 
during a Polish-German contlio t , •mich could not be 
localized, or (b) formidable m1litery collaboration on 
pert or atetea east ot the Axis wi t hout Polend. Coulen­
dreau had, lllOreover, informed bis Covernment that Wban 

questioned by Berlin ottieiele es to whether l"rnnce 
woul d acti vely support Poland in en armed conflict over 
Danzig , be usually replied to the e t teot that be believed 
Polend would tight to resi s t a German attempt to annex 
Danzig end it Poland round bereelr at war with Germany, 
abe would find France fighti ng on ber side. 

The su betence or this me eeege had proven e source 

ot gratificati on to Beck and hi e eaaocietee • 

••••• 
AJDB/emq/ia 

.. 



83£1 , 7 p&h&C&S!& Warsaw, June 24, 1939 

KY dear Mr. President: 

As or pertinent bearing upon the trend or 

ourrent develo~ents I reel that the following 

will prove or interest to you. 

An outstandingly well-informed and leading 

Norwegian industrialist who has just spent several 

days with me here, oon!identially stated in erreot 

that, in reoent disoussions with leading bankers or 

London City, several or whom were olosely oonneoted 

with the Bank or England, be gained the distinot 

impression they envisaged the eventual replaoement 

or the Third by the Fourth Reioh, rather than a war, 

as the best solution ror the present politioo-eoonomio 

dilemma throughout Europe. 

Moreover, the oourse this element envisaged, as 

a means or marking time in the interval, apparently 

entailed a series or resistance periods interspersed 

with 

The President, 

The White Houee. 
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with occasional "l!unichs" whenever the crisis 

atmosphere made them a necessary alternative to war . 

My informant who is primarily business-minded 

admitted that even his "cold, unsentimental mental ity" 

bad reoei ved a shook rran this disclosure, and be 

expressed apprehension lest, i! the attitude and in­

fluence or this element predominated, London might 
It • 

countenance one Munich after another as a means or 

gaining time until Hitler and his crowd might have 

been shaken loose rrcm power in Germany. He rel t 

that this might presage a grim picture !or Europe 

in the not distant ruture in that during the interval 

Germany might readily have secured domination over 

the greater part or the European continent. As a 

Norwegian, and as one who looked to London in a 

business and cultural sense, be was exercised over 

his findings along the aforementioned lines and hoped 

that the future trend or developments in Europe would 

not be influenced by such an attitude. 

Yours rai th!ully, 

-rawt~ 

I 
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~r Q ~) DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASH INGTON 

June 24 , 1939 

ICr uar lhnel'al 1Ja\1oa: 

I aa 1aolo1111& oop1.. ot \.he tollow1q etr1o\17 
ooatluaUal uepatoll. .. troa _}abalta4or 1144le 'lhloll. 

haft MID aarke4 tor \111 Pr .. l .. a \: 

l o. 104t, 4ate4 JI&De 1, ltSt ooaoen111& the poe-
' el~e NopeDill& Of DeiOtl&tlODI atteotlDI Dtnll& aa4 the Oorr14ol'l 

lo. lO?a , 4ata4 JUDe S, ltllt reportlll& t!w lllb­•taaoe of a OOPII'I&UOD w1th the Pollell Aaballl-
4or to Great Br1t&1D oa Aqlo-O.I'Mil 4ltrerenoe•; 

J o. 107•, 4ate4 Juae a, l tat oonoeralng' etatu1 or Pollell atteaptl to obtalD Br1t1ell t1naao1al 
aullt11101. 

loo 1075, 4ata4 June 3, ltllt OODOII'Dlll& I'I&OtlOD 
1n ott lolal Poll olrolee it o lolotoY1

1 a44ree• ot • ., n, ltat. 

[i: ··\~UJ 
laDlonl'll : 

Oopl.. ot t olll' 
uepatoll. .. , u 
111\14, 

Jr1&a41er lhaeral 14w1a 1. 1JI\Ioa , 

Bloreta17 to \.he P1'1114ent, 

!be 1lb.1 \1 lou ... 
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I SCLOSUU 

Jww 28, l t39 lACior ., _ ____________ -

, ,., TO 

lii:J.&aiU.u •.. Gtt.Dtr.aL.----··-··· 
E<lwln If. Watoon , 

a.o ... tary t.o the 
p.,.o14ent. • 



TRIPLIVAT£ 

lo , l0t9 

11\lbJaotl l'oeel bl • r e-openJ.n« or .. ,o\htlona rejler41!1£ llansl.s ano Corridor pa .. ~ wa71 Oo""'1181onor llurokhar dt ' e pro poeM • let t \0 lllbbent r op. 
an· r r IAl, 

·Jt flt"~ ,.- !;l iJ'' T • "'P ilD cr.t.nY 

'l'tle Cleore t 11ry of ~·tate , 

ll1rl 

I luln the honor to nupol onent oy lett-era \0 the 
Prericlrnt ~n4 to the , ocoretuy • • ot l:e7 I f 1 on4 \0 repor\ 
\hat Dr . BurcU:luor dt , l.ea rue llir)l C-.laal oner tor :,... r i a , 
pre'tl ous t o h! n 4epor t ure t roo 1a.re•m tor ll!!'Z18 at 1114-
n~rht .&y 11'1 , 4 1lolo .. 4 th e tollowin411 

lie tu.4 ee1ned an 'apre .. tor t u.r• n& bJ. a ooa•er aetlona 
wl t h ,look nnd • 1a anll0o1n tu thM the7 wero w1ll1Jif , when 
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tim•• were quieter to re-open 11n exohnns• ot v1ewe w1 th 

llor lin l oo!c1nr t o an epu1$ftblt eettl01::8n t ot the probl eiU 

ot Dnnv.ir an d • paa!!gewey n Ol'O! • l'Ge)ru, 

Bur ckhardt wou l d n oq roca 1n t or onl y e liai tt4 

l"'riod in DMzls, pr o o!!41 ne at on eer l y a ete t o llneol 

to reooi n " dof!To • or Dottar or l.Aiwa (hongrh .ll.!llil!!.l• 

He \':'OUl~ uee t hi s tri p to llneol 1\8 11n uxcUDe to Crop i n 

n u Uibbontrop , "ltb "view to Boundi ng h i ll out on llorl '.n'a 

current rtmanll!n t o l a tt1 tude \ownne a re-openi llfi ot tnlk a 

with l'lnr aaw, 

710 
AnlD/ uq/ h 
{In quintupliontel 

ReiJ!IeotrullJ your a , 

A, 1, Drexel B1d4lo , l r, 

.. 



H~ . 10f 8 ~~rauw , JUno ~. lVJV 

s 

l;ubJoot• llubatanoo of ...., oonYereation with 
l'ollab IG'bua aelor to lDn.don i h 1a 
oboor'fatlona (a) on Chtll:lberlain ' a 
ettltudo Clurl ftll l'orol gn ••fto1ra 
debate ot Uar 10 , (b ) on oout1nu~noo 
ot ccrtnin elomont a 1n l.ond n t o 
cling t o appoaso~nt polior nnd 
ot her olAl tlM tft wlli ah env10Aotnd 
eoonomio oonf"renoo us aol ut1on of 
Anr.lo-Ooraan 41ttoronoeo, 

Tba Ronor able 

Sir 1 

Tho Soorotarr of St ate , 

Waehinst on, D. c. 

I ha•o t.ho hono.r t o roo~ort t Mt 1n connrooUOD 

.. 1 t h .Pollah Aa'b4aaa4or t o LonCIOD , Count Rao: raalti , 

durl nc h lo rooont oon1Ult ot1ona with h1a CO'ferDCent 

bore , he touobod upon Pro~l•r Chdmberlaln ' e uttor­

¥noae Clur1e« tbo f or e11D affaire Cle b4to 1n Par l l ... nt 

u of a'bout 1.1e1 11. Tbe .... -. .. a4or lntorpro\114 

CMaborla1n '• HMrka Oil t N>t o .. a e10D t.o •• (a ) 

a «••Wro t o a aeuro tN>t olo•nt in London wh\oll 

oontl nuoa to ol1Q8 to t he hope t hat uppoa .. mont aar 
pro•• t be eolut1on f or luropa •a pol1t1oal l lla, t hat 
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be wu a\111 willl.A& t.o gift llitler a ohAD ae to plq 

~11; vnd (b) a wurning to Hitle r t hut he bud one 

1110re olw.Doa to pl " J' bell wi ~ Londoa be tore Chacber­

l ll1D aigbt be toroe4 t o oh~e hia attitude onoa uD4 

tor a ll - in other worda, it waa like tba i nte rTal 

befo re t tA ""o Honeer bro"'lbt bia luullller down tor tho 

laat r"P• Cha.mberluln pr obabl y bt>d in llind t bu t 

duriJI& t h h intal'Tal, London would ontar what oirOWil• 

&ttdloe t hen preeagad , .. tho laat ataga ot neeotillt1o na 

with lotonoow. l.!ono'ftr, be probably 414 not o Yerloolt 

t be poaaib111ty t hat Ruaala aigbt pr oTa an obat uole 

to a policy ot appea .... nt, 

'l'be Aabue&dor tban ...-ru4 h l a opinion that 

Chamberlain bad allo .. d hlm .. lt to be toroed i nto 

ultint~ u alliuM witla Ru .. i a . 'fbua be mi ght be ex­

peotad to saill eTentWilly t he N xl-... 1111pport of 

Britiab publ ic opi nion be hi nd WbataTer dea l he mi ght 

fillall J' haft ~~~ada with lo\oaoow. 

Reftrt1ns to thAt element in London wh1oh continued 

to olillg to u appea .. •nt polioJ', and oonmentlll(l 11pon 

report& wbJ.cll oontlnued t.o reaoll \laraaw regarding tba 

eftorta ot tbia ele•nt, tba Aa'buu&do r lll&de tba to.llow-

1Ds 1'1111).rlt8 I 

111rtti.t1ona IIIIIOJI81t oor\a1n baald.DC aa4 1aduatr1&1 

u well aa politio&l. ale ... nta in LondOil with ~ u .. 
of an eoonomlo oontannoe wn traoaable to oonftrao­

t iona between repra .. ntotifta of tbe Je4orat1on of 

Br1t1ah In4uatr1ea, and thaU oppodto nubara 1n 

Qel'alllly, about Maroll IOtll. Tba .. oonYeraatione bad 

···-d 



• 
. . .. 
~ 
l l 

J 

- 3 -

aaau .. d t ho 11Ae or oano14ortns oa rtola a nd .ark»~ 

t1Y1olono and 1n ouob lltbt bad gone quito tar. Aa 

.. ll4ttor of f tlot tile reporud pron·ou or tbeao tlllka 

bod e hon rho in London banld~ a nd induatrial oiroh a 

to no little onoouraa-nt that Oort:lllny mtsbt t bua be 

dra wn into a more liberal rorm of trudo, At a oout 

t hat Junoturo, it wuo dooidod in LOndon tbut tile 

Seoreto.17 or Onr•u• Trade, Robert F!Wiaon , abould 

prooeod to o.......,r to tuo part in tile more a d...anood 

atas •• or the• oollforenooe. .U though hio then ooll-

t .. platod tour ••• to inoludo W&raaw, xoaoo~, a nd 

Stookhola, ao well aa Berlin, Aaba .. ador Raoz)'lleki 

boLd ll" inod tile 1-.pre .. ioa tbot 11114 aon 1 a real i nteroat. 

waa t on•« Oil hie then proapeotiYo oonnra&t lone in 

llerlill. 

l\la~ proYiouo tll bil doperture, h~onr, o.nd on 

tbo !leola of a publio ut\el'!lnoo b7 lotr . Chmllborlaill, 

indieatlq in ott.ot bia OOil.fidonoo t hat Ger"""Y wru 14 

... rra 1n fl'OII tu.rtller adnnturoo , Na zi troopo oooupied 

cuoboaloY&kia. Jllldaon bod the reupon oa noolod hia 

otoP-ott in Berl1n and p roo .. dod nraifl)l t to waraaw. 

(sea rq talosr- •o. 3 1, »nnl!. aa, 12 noon) . 

Tbo .t.abaa h 4or t bon n ou4 tba~ it ••• ia \M 

onoourasa .. nt rooa1Y04 117 tbo fo4o r a t1on or Br1t1ol!. 

lDduotrioa' roproaontatiYOI troa tbeir OOilYOr ... t iOna 

in o • ......,, tbot llopea oa p10rt or .. r\ein Lolld.., oiroloa 

tor lUI ooo_.• ooatorenM alV>~ ocaooi'l'ablr beYO t ouad 

their~·· 

All>l/oaq 
no 
(In quintQPlloa\41) 

a aapMtf'llllr :rouro, 

A, l, Dl'e:nl 114Uo, lr, 

( A TRU~ CO,.~ 
I of ' 1fiD 

j •• '1/. .. 1 

• 
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(!UADliilPI.H.' .-\ 

cra~w , J une ~ . 1939 
Contl tlantial obaerntlona of }'oonotolo Oounaolot' of tl1" J'oroie;JI Otrioe (oo return troll no~t1Aot1ona i n London) l"tl (1urd1n~ I ( 1\) atntua Of l'Ol~nd 0 a ne60t1&t1one tor Dr1\ 1ah t 1nano1al aao-.det 1on; (b) l'olaDII ' a current aaor.oa1o-t1nano1~l oond1t1on; (ol t1nono1ol cor 111 t1on or llr1 tn1n . 

:; S!l 7l''f 57 I 

'lbo aoreury or : t ot o , 

l uhln('t n , n. c. 

ot .Tuna :J , l ii:JV ~t1tl ,,..., ~rnndun "ttoohad thereto, ond to 
rftport t hf\t the "oon01'\1o c .. un~<elor or the t'ollah foro1tn 
Ut~ioa , Ur, IIIII • aaelak1, Juet returned troa LunOon ~hare 
h o r opr osantell hl ft GovOl"l!l'lellt 1:> ""l'lo-Pol\eh t•nnnolal­
eoononlo o t varent1 >n11 0 ao·•t1tlar tl allr 1nperted to .,. in 
erroot Ulu follow1~ 1 
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118 Wll8 frMk tO ata\41 t ha t \be r roA\ OJ' j)fiJ't O f \he 

0 'fOJ'ftn ti <>r a bad baa da't0t8d ttl tba ,uaot!Oil Of l.ondo n 'a 
UXt&~dinr ~Ar8ftW t' t~ O!Ol AOOODDOdoti O ln COw DeOtton ~i\h 
"o l nnd ' ~ nobilhation one renm1n 111nt . 

'•h1lo • n t.bl a oo . .neotto; tlun•a Will no lAolt or rood will 
on l. >ndon ' a pnrt , tba na 1 otiationa ~'ltla 1n1t111tad were not 
f\011\1!1, troa · ,.r oan ' a eta Cpolnt , a a r uat "" ll..raow woulc1 
lin. ~farot1at1~~ .. blld ou t •d.th . .... r o.l "obatllolaa or 
panor ol ohll!'~t otllr.• lie bella•ad It ' d niJ. oarely hoJ>ed that 
tl\a .. obataolea l'd.F"ht be o lauad uo within two or tbraa 
.. e~:a . In brlat, the tel lca wert! atill i n o p.rlll11"11111lr7 

atft'•• 

Co-nttns upon the l a pre uio't lla had fill ned i n Lo~>don , 

wr. " ••elak l l!tntad th • t London "'"" oomonolf\lt to teel tho 
f"l IIMcial Dt.J'II ln C8\l 811d b;r D~te ll :IJ)• n(l i t.uru . I!OW<I ... "I" 0 

the IlritJ ah Conrn....ont wna tryitlf• to puroue t wo oour oea , 

the one l noo ••latent with U\e othe r : l•l to ara llrlt..iu 

e11d otllcr otetea or t.ba IU1t1• ofcraaolon fron t , 11nd (b) to 
=•nt oln 11 ."IOnllll, ooatbrtftble , llYln41 10tolll nrd, l.:or c oYor . 
too IIUOb f\Old weo leniJ>£ '•r1to 1n tor \.ha Urll.\4111 8 \fttoo ftnd 
tb& 8(jUal1SIItlon ! und waa OX}IIIrlnnOl t\1' 8 aVItino 

l:OrClO'fOr , \.bo re were two ele•nta .t\1ah 1001884 tr<a 
UM to tlll& i n to t he rt>refll'0\104 BR teotora ot 1n\ e rferanaa 
or ourrent GoYa~t pol1071 I• ) M l a pCII'\ant el..,.,n, i n 
~be "'lt7 • 11h1 ol• cw t1 nuall to oonelAlor '111Drl4 ottoln l D tenu 
ot t.ba pr .. wer parlo4, I t oppe 11rod th"' t hla ala .. n' be­
llaft4 the' • •• no _,.., l ntilant had 000\lJ'Nd a11W e tu 

I"'llu 
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I t 8Hon ooou pot1on or •·lbenb , no tll1'tbur t.hrM\o to 

lnternct!onal o~or al1b t be oxpno\84 , ftnd nooord1Pp~y 

o ·1o oould atrord to relax; l'n4 (b) a lftrre aco\itm or 
y utb nred 'lb ••\ 20 ""' lob , 1 t ., .,~l\1 1111 , "'oe ll"Oltto\ 

t n tr~nd ot thourht . Thl• alaa• nt wen not oo a r tao tlvo , 

however, •• tho rorrw r , i n Uut 1~ controlled noi\her the 

Cli>llD:Y bnon nor pol1Uoo. 

'foz.olnld. t han weu t 0:1 ~o noy thot nobllio:atlon woo 

COfl ti/11' Ol ond l't t ho rnta O f batneen 1 , 600,000 t..nd 8 , 000, 000 

s t o t :ro pe r day , :.:Ur <>ovor , 1:ba .,boor 1pt1ono t o tho I otonH 

Loan , topetlu >r ld t il u tendWIO 7 to llo11rd o11ab , "" co ntrl­

buti lie towBr do 0 aoaroU.:r Ot OIU"N,._y , Aa B .cotter or ti'O, , 

11; •• now d1 t r1 oult w aooure abort-tom orod1 h and O'AD 

cl lttlcult to obar p a 1100 r;t ot y note ln ueraaw, 'l'hio oi'Jn­

rtiUon wen oon\rlbuUn/' toworde nnll 1n111 o11the ot " olow1~ 

Up o f bua !liOOII o U f O •Ul'IO o the 11U b &or1p \loll5 to tlla l,afeneO 

l.oan , wh i oh .....,untet to e bou\ •oo,ooo,ooo, or nhout one t1nll 

or the 110\el au:rre:~e y o1 r nul 11t1on , would -"lr t cantor bnok 

I nto ol rouletlcn 11g111 n in 11bout t hi"'IO "' ·- tha tl.ne , nl t llOII(b 

8 0011\ 0 .. f r Urtll crf 1\ WOulC! 1\aYe tO be a:xpnnC!etl l!broaC! for 

r aw !lll t arl.Ji lo aueb 11 a ol ..Unua, o \ eo"" • ror t ho oo"•\J'uoUoa 

ot HJ"Opl nn... Ir t he people or Pol and >m - that t ' nand~ 

rallet wa• ln a1rbt Lhore woulO be ftn t~elnta • lle •tetloa 

of t he ourront r• r enol ol t a1111lo n. 

Ilium !leo!< INnt to l.nndon the l>r1t1ah Oo\te,_n\ ot-

1"1olell1 ae¥114 b1M 1dlet.ber T'olantl - " in need of r1nono 1a1 

cld, lie atntoll Lh11 t he llrafa l'TOII n ot to <li oouoe OGttere Of 

t h llt oluoraote r e t t 'wl \ u .. (trw .a. or Pritle end 1n or tlv 

• t 
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no\ to nppe&!' to be p l nolllr a prioe UI)On l 'olnrul ' • 

wllli •l'flelln to .lo i n M olllunoo u Hh llr \ t.Ai n - bft~irtaa , 

'or nlllll Pltw h lc l ~ ad "lol d rto..,., \ ho low" thnt no • ol1el\ 

ll'or ot r n .• nleter tratUi oOLir~ o trent ;• wit h e rorotrn 

O"'l r"J'll' ebould '>Onti\ hlnaolt to " ~~~~~· In tt nnohl 

00 • • r eotlon o ) , bu t that t h le .. u . .. wr.ht be ,.., .It 
• u p et o letor date, o.oOOJ'tllr r ly, o ••••r ontl " • en• 

to1llrl(1 "ol• ncl ' s requont tor t• nnnol nl naoom o<! otton 

nuboo1ue~Uy to ol< phoe In LondO' , o ulr:dna t ing In o 

f m•l pt-opoenl by l'olft r.l! 'It l oh woo mot by n oo1111tor 

p=o.,oul by 8t-1te1n a tet' n,; eortain obotoaloo o f ·~noral 

"olftnc h ed ther eu;xm nMt • note atatire tb~t r ltnln ' a 

o unter pr opoaolo wore un .. Lh t notor 7 , M 4 requoatln& 

that llt-l t .tn r ooone14•r til<! Mlbo ttVlae ot l'ol nllcl ' n ork1nol 

oropoelll . f•n •lol<1 n eto4 tlol e 4ooortbed t 'lo curreu t s t atu• 

or the nerotl otlone ,..rarn4 t o I n tlte early pc: rt ot Lhla 

11111 
1Dll/~/b 

(In qu1nt upl1ooto ) 

A TRUE CO P Y 

,(' of '·" 
t;'tfl'• , 1 1ftl - - ·----



• llll'LICAT~ 

l.o . 10'711 

.lubJrot: Reactl<.IO or • olllth ottlol•l cl~Ol"• 
to J.:olotoN' ' o oMr••oe or I'll)' J l , l V:lV . 

() mx c ·"·m ' ?' 
1111• .n ~·c ... .., Y 

'l'bo Honorable 

'I'll a Oeo~otaJ')' or St a te , 

··••h1.DP1Dn , o.c. 

I "hhl vo tho honor to> rollOrt thut ""'f or nv81't~Otlono 

wit ~ l nfono" d loltn) of tlol• le r<w,rd'ng odOlotott' o • •' dr oae 

or ••'I Ill , r nY..,.lad the y ,. et~d <~lth e aonae or au~ia­

foctlon , 111 reforonoeo to rolond . '1'11•7 ~or• r,reti flad 

(a) by hla o~oorYatl,no on ol 1ob-~uoa1an relotiono , ond 

( b) tt.,.t i .Jlotarr hod ot >onn\loned J·ol md U> oon:•8Ci t 1on 

wl\11 An.•l o- Runo1on ne~:Dtlu t lon o. '1'1>•7 ' ol t ~olotoN' t.ad 

t hua 
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ot t '1fl cun-ont •t t UA f'r n "t.lrt.1 ma . tl'•tn t a,. rejf'ct•on 

t •f'r oor . Th .. ep ... _,oh d 1c! hUt Cl':l.ounoe ll.y nt'\t d1N"l<"Ult1no ; 

f'IX1st1n~ d1 ''ttrenn"• ot OJ"f1n1;.;n UJ) 12W'flc:l \4..1 O·.JnG4'J'"O r11.t..torn 

ot detn U 110ro t hen or ; rlnol1 le. 

I t'J lo;lr"";o rr a J..ond n hrH! • rlo rovt.,,.d nu ttc1 f! \t r unO 

a1~;1od in tLo ., .. r f\1. \ ure. • J y 'nror ........ t.a . mtft0"1~r , our-.att or,.d 

>i! •• 

l r. ra ot., ttoy d1cl not exclude th~ j)0811'1>1.1 t y t.t.•~ .. loto:rt , 

• nn1~naliat , whoH pt~r8JH1otlva eh~ul~ ba Juc! ·od 1r trroe 

pr1no1!'1\llY 

• In oonvPrant ion wtt.h ll~toj.. ob nt tt nJnt t. Ofi:O , 1 ~f\1nl'ld thn 
1ranreeo 1on hA tt1c'l not tt1N1 t~tx· rJet ; rronrt uottltll .. •flt. ot 
1\n ... lo- Rutuslfli. nepotl,t1'l71''1. (fll ,.,.. • no. tnn-t'\ t.1 rt~f11 ''"hlart14 
w u .. tt rr,.~er ~ot to t~~o. rn o'!lYf lVY rt , oth·oly Lt thr ..-arly 
atnr'" or a rotentl~l ~ur ~~, o n~lt~t ,on1y ~ur1rP fl oc~ond 
stfl "'" t! ('reo1". l1uao1n env1t ·d :u.e~1 a <"\on'lict n• on, or 
lon. · duration. t.wJ ._. .,..,,. , Hueua1a rvrC'J'lfiW t J t by ~t.-rlrw t,. 
rroy ln t l iJ.t.-r ~hoatt , tthe ,.1 ·ht r.Jnoo1VJ bly "swin tte 
balttnce"" and tJ. u .,.;. t ft ..o,..1t1 J to c11ct.tot.r tJ.f' t "ra• uf 
r uce Whoa o t.hf>r "vt\o a: tn ,T., tlrAcl out . 

~th ttc laptt ,4" .. ll·• •ft,J"t""l .. t. ... att.>ra l.ere , wt.o (r'- r " l7 
duo to "Wiah-tU k1o.·•) t.eu r a lt.~ outae~ been nkeJ ticel 
n a to an earl y aett.lc••H· ot ·~ lo-l~sl.,L nerot.1 t. .. ora• • ~~~•in 
l apvted on rPcot:tly • a Y"•~ Nhy . lm-, e . t r• '"l' tUd r.ot look 
tor o proupt c .. uclu•ltJn . L.oroov"ri -:.h~ l o; ftUOtUI 'v<~becaa4or 
held thst \loo RUD81M• "0NI toot on 'I tryl.JI.· "" r r olOl\ll Jlfl&0-
t1ot.lona , but evru try1n. t.O 8Uo- atop t llo pr <>rouo4 )>Ac t 
oltoretl·er . Thla t-enirft rt ro tiv t.od l .uscm•' • a u .. r:tu5t1nft 
oon61t1ona in 1tn CUUJ•tl•r J•l'OJ•Oft lD Willa'. t oocot bOJ t>4 l!r1t~1n 
would rotuaf"l to oooept. l'untrOII!ntolly • j .onoo.r pr4!!,.,rrod t tu"t 
Huenio nt. loeot oat.,nn1 bly • mo11.tu1n •' ncutrr l fiODl t\on , 
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M1nly far 1nt.errr l oOCIIW.ptlon, 

l ly 1n1'ormn t n cona1~or"4 , OlOrnov.-r , tht t by puttlnf! 

l nto rel1 •# Ruo~t ,. •e l ttrort..,,eo lc ur r e , !.olotort' ~1,..~4 

JH r t1o1rH t 1u.h 1n t.t.e M t1- n :r ass lon f'r nt, l.oaattvr pror-.u·ed 

t1·eedo• or eotl~n rat •er t.t n t oo atrtot. " t1o-ln to aut.oa: tlc 

obl1A.t1tlona , l"ornovnr , 1 ~~'a w ,..en br oot hlnr n'll"l'! OAally no'" 

t.loet l olrnc1 hi 0 J Jtnt e t he a!'\ tl- • • r .., elan ~oraou , ror a 

I olen4 a.ll1AAo4 on tho a14e o f Ger ny •o~ hA're rer r eannl.ft4 

o eer1ou u t 1 r nat t o nuna1u , Huwovor , L •GOO'W now J')f\r ool vrG 

AA op• or tun! t y to .._,,._, beolt M M UfoJ'tl Dt tao tor l n • UJ'OJ)e<ltl 

; ol1 \io 1 - an OP> or t m1 t y to •••ux::e onoo • •·ul n e. dotllnnnt 

role 1n Turope , nuoh o• i n the tiLe of 111ot.oluol , ~hen during 

the period l 8l5 - 1111111 , Hueele t.e4 • • r •a4 ee tl.e arb1tnr of 

l'uropenn d1oputoa . 

l..uloto t't ' a l"fl1 terntlon Ot' 14e~ow ' l dbf'llftt with "I'Un lo h" 

ontt thft r,aulte t l.er.or, e Dt? ·ee • 1 1 nt of'Dt'nt e • 1nt er&st ln 

c~.ontlng , aor .1ovor , u pen W lotott ' a rent!r ka t o err~ot 

t),o t lluoa1a did no~ ol.oao to 1 lo.;; the rulo of' pu l~i.n,; otl.ero ' 

alleaenuh out 01' I. 0 f1ro , ~ 1nfOT<>6UtO aaJ.d ~l<t Ru8.11ft , 

elnoe II o tl<>C or Pe\er ~be O,.eet, ouopaoted ~r1taln or nll'llnr 

t o a;ct ot.boro t.> clu l or t'1r.ht l na ror ,..,. , J..olotot't' • roru r ka 

1na1cat«d 1 osoow ""ll\1null4 w be wary on thh acoro, 

1111111 rorere r.oe to turt.bar napacto ol' tl o . ,.,.ab , "" 

1n1'o.....,,. 
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1ni'Or l'n t a pol n to., .,ut u H . oso.Jw wus obvl >V.IIl Y • nx l '>WJ to 

"''•'"f" Br l t o i.J. o.l1 r "otl y t n t t. n dnt" n"" of t l. t> uul t lo atut ea. 

Aooor cl l !lf· l y , t l.fl " r eooh was a t uo• l oul oo Yo to e x.,rola fJ 

I t waa .DO\ Q.\ "" t.h t ; o eco1 c " ' o1r'o r o4 t.l n "' tl o 

e to t ne lhiJ' GiAl ' s po t nutisl ••eBI- l)O l n t . -o&cow Wllft n• nv 1no"4 

t'ron t l«~r . l!ol1f!Ynr , ::nsoow doub t • cl s orl oual:; • he tl ~r , in 

ov,nt of v n• rt._n .. ~ r oh , tl'•e l ' l tl c • 11tld ( •T ~?u lcl r nn1 s~· 

ti nt! lhts o.l. or - Itol lan t rt.t:r· , ••Y In f or- £ 11 to "ur n 1nul t nod to 

\ nt PrTI't t.! le oa . o"oo• ' e com r11 t .> c ln1c1ze tl e J>OBsibly 

o f f oneh'> c l.or ao t or or t ho ·~ lo- auelll un no 'O t l ll tl • o - I n 

ot t .-,r t.o r d,. , o ourrllotlve . I n 1'11ot , ny 1••!'ol·tuu•tn ' r~"orta 

l o cl t..c_ to b U. lovn t h• t t t tllo 110<-.:•r t t horn •~11ro no r r oun4a 

l'ur 1\UII)liOlOU t r.Ot •OSOOW \o UO O, n t cm, l a t inl' D rol 1tioo l do&l 

1-1. t h U. rl l n. 

lleopeot t ul.ly yuura , 

A, 1, t'rexcl ll1ddl!t 1 lr . 

710 
;,/ DH/flflq 
(In ~ulntupl1ontel 

A T~E C0 !- . 
OF T~2f.-IL•/ 
O~GJI<r.\L 

• 
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oJ~ pertl nnnt bee r • ns , Jetoni lln n •1otnr to l Ol ll 'td 1 l:arkue 
l n)1f'r tl'4 \,1 tl .... nl r or unt o.!. encd D neer n ~.cu. , lthU e 
"r l to i n 1w;-l1 ,.cl d co •·ould I'll 'I' Lt l • t c lr t f!Tea t ll l n n1n4 
1•· ~" J' " " -pt.1 ot 1 rs ' 11 t. .tan! u, 'o l lil.n v;r a <ll' l'i r d l ee t 
t hfl e f' n"r:otlut l Jll8 orn .. t t ou o ":>M i np I'Or • VN otWil Ruas1an 
donl r ntloo i n U" ol t.1o "r~. • hout'h i t wua u o J.ol oe be­
t un,.n t WO C!'f1lD 0 tl. i ll rlftl. Wllft rr rtfuro bln to U r ot ur n I.U 
1. np11 l l o , 
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Ia Npl,r Nfel' \o h 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

June 27 . 1939 

11J Mar Gaeral •t.eoa: 

I aa enololiD& a OOP1 of Aa"M••II4or B144le '• 
at.ri•\17 ooDf14ellt.1al Clllepat.eb llOo 1.0'71 of Jue a, 
ltat ~-- wu aarke4 tor t.be Prea14ellt.. !be 4eepat.ob 
eoll\aiu olleenat.1olla of t.be Aalla•e-or oil reoellt. 

t.alil llet.wea t.hl Oeaeral lt.atfe of Polaa4 u4 J'ruoe, 

u4 of Po_!I,A4 aD4 ~~:::!:&;&;_,.. 

ti 

laoloe .... : 

l'l'oa lla'llae17, 1fa:reaw, 
•• lOtS, Jue a, l tSt. 

Bl'l&Mler Oeaeral 1••11l •· 'la\eoa, 

BeeN \&I'J' to the J're 114eat., 

'1'bl 1lll1 t.l Roue. 

- ' . 
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:lo. 1073 Wer anw 1 Jwle 3 1 10311 

OubJootl l•t t oohad 118JAOr ftn(lua coYorl nfl (a ) ObsBr­
'ftltlona on Po11al - Tr (lf ol and rolbh­
Brt thh Oeneral Sterr ocH•""raat1ona; 
(b) l'olhh ortl o1el c1rolB a 1 rooot1ooa 
to Bri tioh l.li aa1cm I 0 rnvornblo 1oprcas1on I (o) l'oreor.al obeorvatlun a on .laraew•a do­
s ire to aY01d boooa1nr axolua1Yol y depen­
dent on Ruaelo tor 11111 tary auppHoa. 

4 l:::XW7iTIAI 

The llonoroblo 

Gi rl 

'nlfl Secre t or y or Ot ot o 0 

Woahtntton , D. c. 

I he'fo t~ honor to forward horoto otteoho4 o 

....,OI'IItduo ooYer lng (a) oertoln aapoo\a o r tho Poll ell 

l're..oh Cenor al Storr, (b) ot tho Br1 t hh 11111 \aTJ 111 .. 1on' • 

rooont St art oonYeraat.lona hare, (o) Polish o tt1o1a1 o1ro1oa' 

rooot.l.ooa to prol1Jl1zu.ry ::-oau1ta or oror-nt1or.o4 ooa­

vor nnt1 .>na , 11nd (d) 1117 obBo"atlona on reootiuna ot 

o t tlolal 
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otnolol olr olea , partloulnrl:v •• re11or do lloroo•'• 
dePlro 10 e'IOl d boooftlnr. oxolulinly dopenden\ UJ>OII 
Ruaoto tar • •alatanoo i n te:-:a o r arr:ume nte , 

llupeott\1117 your• , 

A, I , Drellel Bld'le , l r, 
810 
AITJII/ or.q / la 
(In quintupllooto) 
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0Ar: or ol !.lueno , .11111tr•l'Y At t ach4 or tho ?t-onoh 
tm~ascy here, who noooupan iod win1otor ot • ar ~osprayokl 
rec~n tl7 to Paria and attende d ol l nor toronoes between 
~he latter , CCinerel Ce~elln and other <'ran ch Ci>norol. 
f tett ottloere , a t ated tlleea OOr Yurea tS one were oo.ducted 
1o en oU:1u1J>hero or excoptional trenkneas Me! f Ood will 
on both oldes, Doth Omelln an d l.eapr z yolcl ahnrod the 
~~ew that, i n ordor to pr o•on t war , today ' a ~t1-srnreae1on 
pollc7 or tho •Hrllt- ll1 t lor forces• uu et, to t~a coxif3UII 
«• eree, be 1Aplcente0 by a denocrn trat1on or orll)lld nnd 
e utpped atrenath b7 al l portio lpatlflll nt ntes . '!"in would 
ae• to 1ndl oete t hft t aollla tsn«l bla fol"'ll of French oaalllt once 
ln ""'• or aqulJ)I:IOint and t l aanclal accoonod.atlon '"IY pon­
Gl bly fll'OW out ot r:li llt~try OUl4 pol'tlo ltl ar):'ee .. nte bot'l\'een 
Polen« and Fran••· 

The Drltlah Ullitery Uiselon, norao•er , Whlob r ec•ntly 
o,.• to r.araew f'Or Staff c nnrentlona , haa be~n llrlf'8f'8d 
t n en • Xfta!natl o n ot nl l ~oper'--nte ot Pol.na •e Q111tnr7 
oatablhb-t. The Ohlof or the Uhdoa 1nJ)6l' ... be •• 
• lJQreooeC wt tb "*"'' ha hod t huo f ar aMn that be wee 
rotural111 1netant l:r to Lon4 on to r eport 1n por aon upon 
l\1 e f!nC l naa. llo \ th~t he dill not rooor nlce an ezhtan•• 
ot "hortea•• ln o•rh1 n l' n••• ouob 11a plana a, an\1-utrann 

oq ld))IIIU\ 
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e qut pnent end heavy ar\lllery - nnd not that be di d not 

realiz e th nt 11 e>orteba RI'IOUnt or r ap leoeo>n t " " " neoueer)" 

t n 1:bo Atoaka ot &MIIll aroa !or res er'"' <11v1aiona - bu t 

v.hc t he had aeon , l n tenna or bot h t ha quolity or oxiattna 

• •tu1pment en d ot'rlo1eooy ot opor ot1ou the roor, hn d nr eetl y 

1mpreesed h1n , H& bad , mor oovor , ca t necl an exaept1onlll.ly 

high r efl&rd ror l.he o t enderd or ett'icionoy nne! oor ole 81!\0ng 

the otfioera Md troope , 

Leading "allah ofttci ala , oor,nlzant or the Bri tleh 

Oommieni on ' a t oregoiug 1~eea1on, nr e d1aoern1bly grati­

fied end believe that the 4eo1alon ot tb~ Kiaaion Chi at 

t o r eport favorably at on eorly de t e upon ht a f ind1nga 

here p,l.ne r.round f'or hope that a lUll tory and poll tical 

asr•-nt , 81 Ying ott'eot to the Anf'.lo-Polloh Pact ln 1 ta 

present torn , oay result in Britain'• co ntribution to 

Poland ' s militAr y poaltion i n fora of rinanotal aoao-.oda­

t1on aa well oe al.llt a JT auppllee, One high- r ankine Polish 

ot fioinl r eaa r kad tho t the topr eani on cainad by the Britiab 

CoDill.adon na r et'leoted 1n the etore.,.ntloned romar lc a or 

the Ob1e1' or t he Brittah Uil1tary 1.11 .. 1on - • a no u.roe or 

setiataotlon to the l'olieh Oovorruaent in 110re ••7• thu 

one, i n that Oovernne~t oppoeit1on olrolaa l n Lo44on bed 

meniteeted a laok or knowledge o r opeoit1o ta0\1 in baYing, 

durina the peat l'IOntb 1 u nduly aapbaalzed the pot ent1l\l 4a­

pendenoo ot t he Pol1ab al.llt a r y atruoture upon Ruaalaa 

oaalotnn oe l n avant or 1'ol111b- r.eman hoatllltlea, Polllllt 

had en adeqUat e nWiber o r tra1ne4 troopa an6 r eaerYiata. 

n 
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It wee aainl y (a) n quaetl on oltbar ot replacement or 

nupply ot pa rt ot the equlpoant to r tba reser?e dl ?lelone 

(our U111tary Attocb6 aattnetae that the ertlllar y le aut­

t'1olant tb r olll)' a 'bou t lll out ot t he :SO reeorno t i ?ieional l 

111'14 ('b l l noroe" tn the nw'bor ot plonee and Mti - alrora tt 

aqulpoent, IJor eover , it waa 1.111porten t to 'beer ln ::Und 

that , wblh PolMd could now r aool't'o a 1u1J)n<lll t tr0111 the 

WOftt , ooaceno..-nt ot hoatilltlae would Lnmo dl ntoly ronOer 

dltt l oult , lt no \ l~poaal'ble , weatern ab l pmenta to Poland, 

lie eo , 'be«ldoe t he quaotlon ot acqulrlna nad .. up a (lu i pMnt 

ot till • etase, 1 t wee 'loooaear; tor Poland to O'> neider the 

ma tter ot t1 nanol el nooo.nodatlon t o permit the continued 

pureheae ot raw cater1U. tor tho cnnutaot.ura ot plana, , 

nr:~e ani\ III:UOlunltlo n , 11tter the ooi!C'Ienoocent ot hootllltlaa, 

Uoroover , Po l and had to be oc retul not to ~llow ltaol t 

to 'be p l a ced l n a poai u on tlbere'by M e lllf)lt 'b&OODO oxolu­

Pl 't'Ol )' depondent upon Ruaele tar e aaietonoe l n clllt nry 

oupplloa, ror tonr that nuaele cirht uae thh dapondenoJ 

oe ao \ na t ruaant ot praanuro on Poland, 

J.e one ott1 olaJ. r-rlco4, OQG~Pl&ta dopondcnoa upon 

Ru .. i• mi~t oonoelYa'bly art o rd Uoeoow ftn o pportun1ty to 

otter al4 o n o" ndl tiona wbiob atrbt a pall the cllttareiUia 

betwoon pol aon Md tile IIWOH, 

It 1e well to 'bear 1n alncl \btl \, u I pol n \ecl out in 

n:r oa'bla no . 116 , !lay u . ll • •• •• Book had nd e it oloaz 

~ur· nc hie London oon•er .. tlon that Polea4 had \a o >neldar 

an Mt1-...,. .. elon polio )' no\ olllr l n t•z-• ot • po .. i ble 

.. r with Ooman,. , but aleo in o naae\lon wlt.b tbe ltB t nt•aM• 

ot 



/ 

l 

-. -
ot poaoe on " bold.a ot e bul Moe ot po,..,r in 111l1oh 

:'olen6 lll(tlt t 1a4 1t.aolt .. eo<> t oted w1 tb Ru .. ie. Uore-

o .. er , r oporte oo ntl nue to reooh tho oa .. ernnent here tbet 
(e) ~ngat a cer tain ol ea ont i n the Dr1t1eh Cabinet there 
111 etill a ll"o e.oN l e enlnr towordo nn nppeoaeaen t policy, 
~tnd (b) t bn t 1111 l llq)ortant elcaent i n tb• "Olty• oon.tetin& 
or b OAkera lllld t n.-r1al1ete ore pre .. illf' ror en eoonoato 
tarmUln eo o BOlutl on tor An(lo-Oura&n ditter enoee, 

Ill ..t .. ot til eM report•, I tiD aWIU'e thot the Poll all 

ao .. ernnent belie,..• 1t c uet t~o i nto oonoiderotion Poland'• 

potential geo-polltieel po&J.tion i n oeee Britain OIID8 to 

In oonneotlon w1 tb the torefilOl DI!, I fill oweN, ae 

pre,.tou ely r eported, t.ho t Beolc'e a tti tude towr.rde t he 

Anrlo-Ruo:aien n8f,"Ot1et1one 1e ohlll'eoter1ae4 by h r...,rk 

t.htlt London heel bee11 t.eep i llfl finr aew eetletaotort l:r tnro,..d 

ot the ftrloue et&cae ot ne~;ot1at1one w1iob neither etteoted 

Polie h intereeta nar l apoeecl DOW obli8et1one on Poland, 

Lloreo,.or, Pollln4 settled hor po11t1eel releU one wUh 

Rue•h diree\ly on the boo•h ot tbe Po11eb-Rueei8JI r:on­
~eeelon Paot end the t wo oountrhll O<>nduotee their 
oo-nhl r e l,.t 1one w1 t.hin \he -pe or the Polio~ 

Rueeien Tr•" ~t. 

• •••• ••• • 
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