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Warsaw, April 7, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

As of possible interest to you, I am
forwarding you hereto attached memoranda:
No. 1 dealing with certain important poli-
tieal factors, and No. 2 dealing with certain
observations on the possible bearing of
Hitler's iron ore and petroleum reguirements
upon hls potentlal forward-looking program
of expansion.

With every good wish, I am

Faithfully yours,
! awM
Enclosures:

Memoranda
Nos. 1 and 2.

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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MEMORANDUM NO,1

I bellieve that the following among other factors
call for consideration in guaping developments in the
making.

1. The faet that Hitler did not instantly strike
out agalnst Poland on the heels of Chemberlain's de-
claration. This suggests, to my mind, that Hitler may
concelvably have adopted alternative tactics aimed at
inspiring relaxation amongst the political ecirecles
throughout Europe,- in which case he might awalt the
psychological moment to strike at whatever opening
presents itself,

2. In this oconnection, reports of Hitler's de-
clsion to proceed direct from his "Strength Through
Joy" crulse in the Baltie to Berchtesgaden, to remain
there until his birthday on April 20th, are already
discernibly and reportedly contributing to a certain
emount of relaxation in European political guarters,
In my opinion, these reports, together with what I
interpret as delliberately lnsplired rumors that Hitler
may be expected to devote himself for the next two
weeks exclusively to birthday ceremoniul plans, are
to0 numerous not to be obvious. Indeed, I fesel they
are inspired for the tectical purpose of anesthesing
the Europesn political arens into a state of repocse.

3. Personally, I baliava'that Eurcpe is now at
the threshold of & period which will require more
caution, more viglilance and & greater effort at pre-

paredness than ever before. Moreover, I feel that

the
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the only means of breventing a conflagration between
now and November, is (a) unprecedented speed and ef-
ficieney in the rearmament programs of Britain, France,
Polend and other potential partieipants of the proposed
antl-aggression front; (b) firmness and solidarity
among particlpants of the proposed anti-aggression
front, not necessarily, however, through declarations
of & provacative nature; (¢) emergency accomodation

in terms of equipment and/or financial credits by

the big Powers, to make up existent deficiencies in
the equipment of the smaller Fowsrs which might be
deemed worthy thereof.

4. IT these measurss are adopted without delay,
they may be expected to have a deterrent effect upon
the minds of the German General Staff.

As I view the piocture between now and November,
the closer Europe approaches that month, the greaater
degree of balsnce in armament will have been achieved
by the potentlal anti-aggression front as against
Germany - end asocordingly, the more likely that the
current grave European sltuation might be ligquidated
through statesmanship and di plomaoy rather than through
WaT .

The French General Stuff have, according to the
French /mbessudor, seoretly ascertained that the German
General Staff had recently coms to accept the theory
that & war today would be one of long duration. One
should not, however, lose sight of Hitler's own potential
attitude - should not overlook the report (which per-
sistently reaches here) that Hitler disccunts hie

general Staff's counsel and is deaf to their opinion
that
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that Germany cunnot defeut the Europesn demoorucies
in & cempalgn of lightning destruction. If this is
actually so, then a power-drunk Hitler, petulant and
enraged over Polend's and Chamberlain's having thrown
& "wrench" (in form of the proposed anti-aggression
policy) into the machinery of Hitler's "house-breaking"
schedule, might conceivably strike out suddenly in
elther direction - West or Zast.

5. Indeed, Hitler's and his associates' threatening
utterances and their deliberate and petulant refusal to
edmit that Chamberlain's proposed antil-aggression front
is strictly a poliey of defense, are significant of
Hitler's mood. It is becoming increasingly clear that
Hitler is enraged by Poland's demonstrated will to
resist and by Britein's intervention, in that together
they have put a "erimp™ in the schedule of Hitler's
"gangster diplomacy". Accordingly, his obvicus
eagerness to interpret and play up Chamberlain's pro-
posed anti-aggresslon front as a policy of encireclement,
indicates to my mind Hitler is building up his case (a)
for further adventures, and (b) possibly to rally again to
his support the German pecple amongst whom there has
reportedly been a rapidly spreading reaction to the
effect that while Hitler, until recently had been
gserving the politieal purpose of the German people
without encountering war, now, haeving consclidated a
large part of the world against Germany, he represented
& menace to the welfare and lives of the German popu-
lation. To my mind, indeed, Hitler may now be drama-

tizing himself as the potentisl vietim of "collective
pre judice
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prejudice, lack of understanding, and unressonebleness".
Henéu, if faced with the possibility of "slipping" in
terms of his own politicel position in Germany, and 1if
faced with the realization that a war either at his
West or his East, could not be localized, Hitler, 1like
& cornered gangster, might concelvably try to "shoot
his way out".

6. Of pertinent bearing it 1s reasonable to suppose
that Hitler's current enraged end petulant mood is im-
portantly ettributable to the poor judgment of German
diplomacy and Intelligence Service, characterized by
Riﬁbantrup's and the latter's miscalculations of public
end offlclel opinion in London and Peris as well es Warsaw.

7. I am inelined to look for the pericd between now
and at leest the end of May to represent one of rapidly
inecreaaing tension in all directions throughout Burope,
Mesnwhile, Hitler will elther break out in fresh adventures,
or wage an insidious cempaign (a) towards divoreing the
East from the ‘lest of Europe, and (b) towards fomenting

revolutions within Poland, Rumania and Yugoslavia, as well

as Russia.
e o o e ol

AJDB/ emn
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MEMORANDUM NO. 2

While stationed in 0Oslo, I collaborated with
Mr. C. W. Wright, of the United States Bureau of
Mines, in assembling & report of mining resources
and operatlions in Norway. This research led to my
study of availeble figures on Germany's iron ore and
petroleum requirements and sources of supply. I con-
seguently formed the cpinion that as well as petroleum,
iron ore might be expected to play a major role in
Hitler's politico-ecomomic plans, and thus have an
Important bearing upon the direction of his expansion
program.

Now that the question as to Hitler's next move
agaln arises in the mind of interested statesmen and
diplomatists today, there is much speoculation sbroad.
Personally, I believe as previously reported, that
in terms of near future ocalouletions, Hitler may be
considered somewhat in nature of a football quarterback
who picks his openings as he discerns them anywhere
along the line.

As to Hitler's main-line objective, however, 1t
is important to bear in mind that according to the
French Ambassador hers, the French General Staff has
secretly ascertained thet the German General Staff has
definitely ceased to visualize & swift destructive war
of short duration, and has come to accept the theory
that any war will be cne of long duration. Provided

Hitler conours with his General Staff, then this would
suggest



S -

Prd o gt R R I LT L SR A TIEnreey , W e | oo LEW proapmaae. . QUi Anaea—m- - | WS S ROy
even more abundant sources of petroleum and iron ore to

meet hls potential requirement in event he envisaped coming

to grips with the West.

This suggestion, in turn, prompts me to look for him to
cast an even more than hitherto covetous eye on the Ukraine.
Accordingly, I should look for him to approach his Ukraine
objective either (a) through weekening not only Russia,
but also the intervening states such as Poland and Rumania,
through fomentation of revolutions, or (b) through negotiation
with Russia and these states, based either on force or
through tempting, fantastic but eventually empty promises.

(In this connection I have for some time had reason to sus-
pect that Hitler aims to take advantage of what he reportedly
forgees as an industrial breakdown in Russia within the

next year, to supply Russia with machinery replacements.)

In my opinion, (a) represents the preferred course and
the one which is more then likely under immediate considera-
tion, for in the case of (b), Stalin, if he were in his
right senses would be reluctant to engage in any rapprochement
with Berlin for feer it might eventuelly prove his own undoing;
besides, it would be only reasonable to expect that Hitler's
sdoption of tactinms described in (b) would erouse the West's
suspicion and provoke counter meneuvers. Moreover, in the
case of (e¢), Hitler would now have to be prepared for a

western attack on his back, provided the proposed anti-

aggression
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In considering the foregoing T have in mind that, in
terms of the broed ocutline, the pest six months have wit-
nessed what might be cherecterized as an attempt by the
West of Europe to divert the Nazi cyclone eastward, Then

came Chemberlain's declaration of March 29, slgnaling =a

major effort to form an anti-aggression front with Poland
as an eastern European basis., It is reascnable to agsume,
therefore, thaet if Russia can be enlisted as a participant
in such a front, el ther on a bilateral or unilateral basis,
this will have served to notify Hitler that the Weat had
experienced a change of heart end would no longer tolerate
& German aggression against Russia, Indeed, in such case,
Hitler would have to decide, should he still contemplate
further adventures, whether to strike out first against
the East or the West and/or whether he would be prepered
to stand off an attack on his back while he was engaged on
the other side.

Of further pertinent bearing, it is interesting that
competent and experienced observers of eastern and central
European affairs agree in most cases that what Hitler
has already gained economically in his expansion drive
east and southeast of Berlin would probably suffice merely
in peace time but not in war time. Accordingly, they point

out that, even if Hitler were able to &scquire Rumania's entire
oil
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0il production of about 7,000,000 tons per annum, this
would be far from sufficient to supply Cermeny's require-
ments in addition to what otherwlise would be available
during & war period. Hence, in terns of oil, Rumenia
may be marked down rather as a "service station" on
Hitler's envisaged route to Baku,

Moreover, in terms of his 4ron ore requirements, the
following brief summary of cbservations may poasibly prove
of interest.

Previous to the Great Var Britein end Germeny were
spproximately in & similer position as regards their res-
pective sources of supply of iron ore. In other words,
each produced about 50 per cent end imported about 50 per
cent of their respective requirements. In those days,
Germany obteined from whet was then German Lorraine about
25,000,000 tons per annum, which represented between BO
to 85 per cent of Germany's then current need. Hence, loss
of Lorraine e&s result of the War meant thet Germeny hed to
Ireuﬂrt to home production which amounted to ebout 10 per cent
of her requirements. This home production was subsequently
inereased to about 16 per cent by Goering's having re-copened
old mines. According to informed observers, this could be
ralsed probably to about 20 per cent in time of war which
would mean that Germany would be foroced to import about 80
per cent of her requirements,

During the Creat VWar, Germany's steel and iron pro-
duction emounted to about 19,000,000 tons per anpnum, which

would
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would seem to indicate that her war requirements would be
at the rate of 20,000,000 tons & yeer. This would call
for iron ore to the amount of anywhere from between
45,000,000 to 60,000,000 tons - 45,000,000 tons in the
case of Swedish high grade ore, 60 4,000,000 tona in the
case of former German Lorraine low grade ore,

The question then arises as to whet source Germany
could rely upon in the event of war, Sweden, which during
the Wer was forced by the British to reduce its maximum
shipments of iron ore, between 7,000,000-8,000,000 tons,
to 3,500,000 tons to Germany, is now shipping at the rate
of about 8,000,000 tons. According to competent observers
here, the Swedes ere apprehensive lest Germany press them
to extend thelr present rate of tfon ore exports to Germany
to about 12,000,000 tons.

Moreover, Germany 1s now, according to availeble fieures,
importing about 40 per cent of Spain's iron cre production,
or about 1,000,000 tons, It would be reasonable to suppose,
however, that in time of war, even though these shipments
were made to Genoa via Barcelona (provided Italy remained
an Axis partner in event of weu-]lI only about 50 per cent of
these shipments would arrive at the point of destination.

In view of the foregoing and on the basis of a rough
caloulation that (&) Germany might be able to effect & home
production of about 10,000,000 tons of iron ore, which would

mean about 3,500,000 tons of steel, and (b) an importation
of
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of, say, 8000,000 tons of Swedish ore (unless the British
end/or the Russians put & stop to all Swedish exports to
Germany), which would mean about 4,000,000 tons of steel;
this would equal about 7,500,000 tons of steel or something
less than about 40 per cent of Germeny's war time renuire-
ments of about 20,000,000 tonsa,.

I cannot help but feel that the question of ocovering
the difference of 60 per cent will have an important bearing
upon Hitler's forward-looking progrem of expansion, in the
event that he concurs with his Genersl Staff that a war with
the western powers,and whatever powers in esstern snd central
Europe become participants in the proposed anti-aggression
pact, would be one of long duration. Accordingly, I should
look for Hitler to turn his attention with renewed interest
to the Ukraine with a view to the iron ore deposits in the
Doniec area, as well as the petroleum of the Baku regzion.
Indeed, experienced observers here point out thet Berlin's
agents are busy with propagenda emongst (&) ""hite Russians"
in the area between Leningrad and the Tkraine, (b) the
Cossacks of the Don end Kuban areas, and (¢} in Azerbei jan,
Georgla, and Armenia.

It ia pertinent to report that official circles here
are aware of offiolel Swedish apprehension lest in the not
distant future Stockholm receive what might virtually amount

to an ultimatum from Germany to turn over to her 80-85 per

gent
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cent of the total Swedlsh iron ore production. (In this
connection, 1t 1s interesting that official eirecles beliave
thet the preveiling pro-German feeling throughout the Swedish
army would be counter-balanced by the independent spirit of
the Swedlish Government and dissipated by the appearsnce of

the first German soldier on Swedish soil.)

ATDB/emq/1is
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Warsew, April 22, 193%9

iy dear Mr. Preasident:

As of possible intereast, a friend of llargeret's
and mine, who owns an extensive property near lemel,
has just informed us that on the day of the German
march into Memel, the tank units had to traverse sbout
60 kilometers ol passable roada. Our informant's
brother, a man of militery experience, having wit-
nessed the performance of these tankas, characterized
this particular operation as & "bresk-down" in that
numerous tenks were left by the side of the road,
having encountered difficulties with thelr engines
and their tractors. He ascribed most of the trouble
mainly to the inefficacy of artificisml lubricants.

loreover, in finding & number of motor lorriea
also drawn up at the slde of the road, he concluded that

their
The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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thelr troubles were due not only to artifielel lubricants,
but to tire trouble me well, resultent from the use of

aynthetle rubber.
Faithfully yours,
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Warsaw, April 18, 1939,

My dear Mr, President:

4As of possible interest, I am forwarding you,
hereto attached, & memorandum covering confidential
disclosures made to me recently by en experienced and
objective observer who, under the guise of London Times'
"Special Correspondent”, accompanied Mr. Robert Hudson,
Undersecretary of State for Foreign Trade, to Warsaw and
Moscow. His command of the Russian as well as German
and French languages, facilitated the underlying purpose
of his trip, which, he informed me, entailed an "independent"

realistic appraisal of Russia's potential military, air,

and naval strength.

Upon my informent's return from Moscow, he stopped
off here several days, before proceeding to London. His
findings and observations which he confidentially disclosed
to me at that time I have summarized in the attached

memorandum,
The President

The White House
Washington, D.C,
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memor andum.

The substance of his report, to my mind, is
particularly interesting in that his observations are
based not only upon his "on the spot™ inspection, but
also upon the observetions of German diplomatic, as
well as other informed quarters of Moscow,.

With every good wish, I am
Faithfully yours,

Ty (it e

Enclosure:

1. Memorandum.
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MR IORANDUM

Ground forces. Approximately 1,800,000 troops now mobilized,

Fartif;gn-
tiona:
au es and

E%EEEELEE:
tlons,.

Elenes

About 1,000,000 of these garrisoned along the western
frontier, and about 800,000 in eastern Russia, More-
over, the presumably mobilized force of 1,800,000
forms framework for an additional 3,200,000 callable
in quiet order.

Along the western frontier and et s distance of
about 25 miles therefrom, runs a line of fortifications
consisting chiefly of concrete block-houses., Behind
these, at appropriate points is =a system of abundantly
stocked food and petrol supply depots. The main troop
concentration centers are at Polotsk, Minsk, Kiev,
end Balta, 4lthough the roads connecting troop and
supply centers elonz the west front are secondary in
cherecter, they are sufficlently serviceable faor transport
purposes. (as & matter of fact, only within & redius of
about 125 miles of Moscow, are the main roads metalled).

While Germen military observers estimete s total
of 9,000 planes, my informant judging from inquiries in
all querters, bellieves there is a total of ebout 7,000
"which could be used one way or other"., He moreover
eatimates that of these, there are about 4,500 to 5000
"first line" planes about two-thirds of which are in
the region of the western frontier, and one-third in

east Russia. Of those in the west, about 700 are
rotentially
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potentlally "useful™ bombers, My informent believes,
however, the Russians ere low on "first elass" bombers,

Abundence of light and heavy tenks in west, The
"lights" more numercus and in good shape - the "heavies"
potentially "useful but not up to "top" standard,

Of the totel naval tonnage, the most rotentially
effective factor consists of about 100 "modern type"
submarines in the Baltlc, as well as a sizeable fleet
of fast torpedo-equipped motor boats, (similar to the
boat of this description several years apo adopted by
the Italians). Moreover, there are about &8 submerines,
"modern type" in the Black Sea., The officers commending
these submarines have had little more than about four
years treining, and in terms of experience, would justify
the equivalent renk of Lieutenant in the American,
British or French navies,

In surming up Russia's vnotential capaeity, in the
light of foregoing disclosures, my informant believes thet
notwithstanding the Russian General Staff's contention
that their western forece is peared up to an offensive

standard, the Russian militarv structure 8s a whole should

be considered more as & potentisl means of "taking the

welght off" Britain in the Baltic and Pritein end France
in the Mediterranean and the Fer Bast, then &s an effective

striking force. The main potential value of the Russian

forces, in event Russia could be brought to throw her
weight on the side of the anti-aggression front, should
according
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according to my informant's opinion, be considered
in the foregeoing 1ight.

In dlscusaing other aspects, my informant felt
that while the flying radius of the Russian planes was
sufficlent to vermit a direct attack on Bast Prussia,
they would require & lending and re-fuelling base in
Poland in order to wape attacks on Berlin aend other

polnts in Greater Germanv.

SUPPLENFNTARY OBSFRVATIONS

My informent then went on to say that in dlscussing
Jopan's position, Russian authorlities gave him the
impression they considered the "Japs were cooked", in
faot to the extent that Moscow was considering reduclng
the Russian parrisons in the East, Moreover, his Russian
informants had, with en air of apparent confldence,
pointed to the recent settlement of the Fisheries dispute
s an indication of Jepan's unwillingness to nrovoke
Russian ire at this time.

While revorts reaching here through verlious channels
{ndicate the Jap's have their "hands full" with their
job in China, I do not exclude the possibility that the
sorepoingz statements represented either (a) a Russian
attempt to "ped"™ the price for collaberation with the
British and French, or (b) Moscow's having "fallen for®

& possible Jap tactical effort to anesthetlize Mosoow

into repose.
Moreover,
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Morecver, as I see it, while london, acting es
the bilateral pivot in an envisaped antl-aspression front,
desires to enlist Russia's collaboration (a) to take
the welght off Fritain's potential nevel and military
efforts at various noints, (b) to preclude & Berlin-
Moscow deal, London wishes to limit the scope and
character of Britein's pledges to Russia. (Moscow miszht
rosslbly press for mutual pledges to the extent of
e British guarantee for Eastern Russia against a

potentiel Japanese attack),

e e o e

ATDB/emq
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Ia reply refer to Eu May 2, 1939

My dear General Watson!

T am enclosing coples of the following etrictly con-
fidential despatches from Ambassador Blddle which have
been marked for the Presldent:

No. 1026, dated April 4, 1939 concerning Nazl
propagands in Belglan frontlier areas;

No. 1027, dated Apri 4, 1938 ounulrn!.m Nazl
pmpsg,nnda in Poland{"

unolrnl:jr yours, f
L |
S I\.L { L J
Enolosures:

Copies of two despatches
as listed.

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson,
gecratary to the President,
The White House
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Fo, l0Bé Warsaw, April 4, 1939,

Subjeet: Belgian Minister's disclosures
reperding disturbing Nazi-inspired
propagande in Belglan frontier areas,

e moacar s
FOR THE VRESIDENT AMD Ti0: SHORLTAKY

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D.0.

8ir

I have the homor to report thet the Belglen Minister
here, pursuant instructions from Brussels is now engaged
in detalled study of vigorous measures which Pollsh
Government wes forced to adopt towards arresting Berlin-
{inspired propeganda aimed st gpreading confusion and
weakening Polend internally.

In this conneetion, the Belglan Minister imparted
that



thet his Government had become greatly exerolsed over
& similar Nazi-inspired campaign of subversive propaganda
in Belgium'e frontier ereas,

In eonourring with my impression thet the Folish
Government's aforementioned messures were timely end
apprapriete under the grave elroumstences, the Minister
stated that if the ourrent wave of Nazi confusion-inapiring
propagande continued in Belglum, his Government would
be foroed to efrfeot similar meesures,

Respeotfully yours,

AeT.Drexel Biddle,Jr.

710
ATDE/emq

(In quintuplicste)

¥

Coples sent to Embassies at:
Lendon

Paris



[RIPLICA 1K

Ne, 1027 Warsaw, April 4, 1939,

Subjeet: lementing my Despatoh Ne., 1088
ml 4, 1950, and referring :
Despatoh No., 998, Mareh 10, 1939,
and my oable No, 58, March 51, 1 P.M,
uh-rrutin? on (a) ill‘ll-lnl'p{l‘tﬁ
llllgﬁ én of destruotive propagendm
in Poland, (b) Berlin's and German
minority's attitude, (e) Police polise
precautions to protect Oerman minority,

i ST
OB TG JRISIDET AND TIC: SECRETARY

The Honorable
The Seeretary of State,
Washington, D,0.

8iri

I have the honor to supplement my despatoh No. lo26,
April 4, 1939, and to refer to my despateh No., 996, March
10, 1989, and to report that as previously cabled (see my
eable no, B8, Mareh 81, 1 P,M,), Germen meohinations within

Tolend elmed at spreading oounfusion and weakening the
internal



internal political-economic structure of the stete, assumed
a greve aspect last weak,

In part, Berlin's ceampalgn conalsted (a) of inspired
tendencious rumors regarding an seute confliet of epinions
in Covernment eireles, and (b) false telephone messajes %o
the warlous Foreign missions, inoluding our own. .or ex-
ample, one Oerman-inspired report whiech gained awift and
wide=-sprend oiroulation smongzst the Polish population of
Warsaw, as well no diplomatie olroles, was to the sffect
that due to disagreement in poliey, Marshal Smigly-Rydz had
shot Foreign Minister Deck. On another ocoaslon, our Embasay
was telephoned at 9 P,M,, Friday, March 24th, that pursuant
& Oerman ultimatum, Beek had refused to agree with hls
" assoolates that Poland surrender Bogumin to the Oermans,
and that Yeck was eonsequently resigning within two hours of

the time of the telephone esll,

Though I plaoed little if any eredence in the substance
of this telephone message, I went immediately to the Foreign
Office for the purpose of making discreet observations for
myself, As I expected, I found Beeck and his Cabinet members
together with Oeneral Staff representatives, informally
gathered, disoussing verious aspeots of the "blask out”,
whigh at that time was in progress, Upon thelr invisation,
I "set in" the conference for several hours, and having

gssured myself that all was in order, and that the teleplhone
message was only another mendagious effort to ereate confusion,

I returned homa,
Oon



On & subsequent cosasion, the telephone operstor at
owr ohanocery, telephoned me st 8140, on the morning of
Karch 27, stating that some one purperting to represent the
Foroign 0ffice, had telephoned to sinounce that Pollsh troops
hed entersd Dangig at 8:30 a.m, I immedlately suspected &
trick, ocharacteristic of Nazi technie, and recuested our
operatar to cheek bask on the Forelgn Office to verify the
aouroe nnd substenoce of the message, I was therafore not
suwprised when our operstor telephoned me Tive minutes later
to say that having eonformed with my request, he ascertained
that the Foreign Orfiee knew nothing of the aforementioned
message, MajJor Colbern, owr Military Attachd thereupon
immediately notified the Seeond Bureau of the General Staff,
while I apprised Minlster Beek, the Vice Fremler, the
Govemor of Warsaw, snd the Chief of Folleoe, suggesting that
some appropriate measures be sdopted swiftly to curb what
we considered a oampaign deliberately almed at causing cone
fusion and grneral disturbance. That same day, the lGovernment
adopted emergency precautions aimed at arrcsting this wave
of hermful propagsnda,

As regards eontinued reports emanating from the Berlin
btroadeast stetions end the Oerman press, acousing Polend of
maltreating the Osrmen minority, I sm ewere that in entieipation
of Polish mass anti-Oerman fealing and in a determined effort
to prevent aots which might provoke Germany, the Pelish
Government losued atriet orders to the loeal poliee nuthorities

throughout Folend to adopt striet measures to protest the
Garman
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German minority, However, before these measures came into
effect, there had taken place, sceording to ny information
from ususlly reliable sources, a fow cases of "rough housing" ,
mainly en part of exuberant Folish youths, expressing their
feelings against the Germens, who, partioularly in bBydgoszor,
had become overbearing end prowvecative in thelr attitude
towards the loocsl Poles,

As an illustretion of the extent of aforementioned
police precaution, the Bolgien Minister informed me that in
the ares industrialized by Belglan invested eapital, the
Polish poliee mithorities had forbidden the Oermean employees
to leave the town wlthout police visas, Moreover, the
police were careful to point out that sinoe they were responsi-
ble for the welfare and proteetion of emeh Usrman in that
area, the pollce could not afford to ellow the Germeans to "go
wandering out of sight",

My further examination of subsequently reported ineidents
glves me more than an impression that the Oerman minority has
been deliberately attempting to provoke incidents, For example,
a report ocame to my ootioce thls morning to the effect that
et Chorszow, & town of about 125,000 inhebitenta, and & nitrate
industrial center in Upper Silesia, the Polish poliece apprehended
a mmber of young German students deliberately in the sot of
smashing the windows of the Oerman high sohool of whieh they
were studenta, Under subsequant poliee examination the boys
sonfessed thelir fathers had instruoted them to commit these

dinorders.
The



The apparent determination both of Berlin and the
Oerman minority in Poland to keep Polioh Germen minority
differences an almost delly "headline” issue, supgests that
they aim to keep this an open question whereon to build
@ ocase for potential foreeful intervention,

llespeotfully yours,

As7.Drexel Biddle,lr,

710
ATDB/emq

(In quintuplicate)

Goples sent Embassy London,Paris.
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Warsaw,May 4, 1939,
My dear Mr. President:
#s of possible interest, I am forwarding you
1/ hereto attached a memorandum covering my recent

tour 4' horizon with Beck and several of his more
informed asscciates regardines the positions of
nelghboring states.

With every good wish, I am

Faithfully yours,

mm@

The President
The White House

Washington, D.C.
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Yugoslavia

MEMORANDUM A

In tour d'horizon with Beck and his assoclates,
following ceme to light:

(a) Warsew's disappointment in Budapest's
current subjective position®™ in light of impression
here that Budspest in desire for Hungarian in-
corporation of Slovekia was tending to play further
into Berlin's arms. Only hopeful signs: Budapest
now re-examining its position in light of Germany's
altered strategic position resultent from increasing
scope end vigor of antl-agegression front which Budapest
now believes would spell Germany's eventual defeat,
Henece, Budapest would seek Perlin's assent to remain
neutral;

(b) While Yugoslavia's current geo-political
rosltion was extremely dellcate, there was still room
for hope that Yuposlavia would eventually throw her
welght on side of antl-aggression forces after outbreak
of war, though she would endeavor to maintain neutral
position et outset of hoatlilities, hoping thereby to
escape brunt in early phase thereof. Ieanwhile, Belgrade
remained the Axis bone of contention, and in such

light, the weak point in the Axis structura.

Moreover,

* See attached memorandum B for background.
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Moreover, Yugoslav Minister here confidentially
imparted to me his Government's opinion that Rome
now went so fer as to envisage Yugoslevia as Italy's
potential front line defense against & possible
German threat to Italy. Moreover, while Berlin con-
stantly reassured Rome that 1t consldered Yugoslavia
Italy's "lebensraum", Berlin was simultaneously
whispering threats tc Belgrade thet if latter did not
play ball with Berlin, Berlin would stir up irredentist
revolt amongst Croats.

! The Minister added that while the increasing

threat of the Axis in general and Germenv in particuler
had eontributed towards & renewed tendeney on part of

the Croats and Serbes to consolidate and while the Prime
Minister, Dragisza Cvetkovicz, and the leader of the
Croats, Dr, Vladko Maczek had both shown & disposition

to find & common ground of understanding, negotiations
along these lines were having thelr ups end downs, -

not to any small degree due to the subversive machinations
of outside forces.

In my opinion, Yugoslavia is now nﬁttring a period
which will call for Belgrade's utmost vigilance against
an attempt by Rome and chiefly Berlin to lull Belgrade
into a state of repose, whereby Berlin might hope to

cateh Belgrade unawares, and present it with an ultimatum.

In line with this thought, reports reaching Warsaw
indicate
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1ithuanie

e

indicate DBerlin has instructed Budapest to better

its relations with Belgrade, On the other hand, it

1s conceivable that while patting HBelgrade on the back,
Berlin will in neer future propose an extension of
Yugoslavia's trade with Germany, These among other
Tactors, could be marked down to part of the technique
of & boa-constrictor policy.

(e) It was vitally important to Poland's strategic
position thet Lithuania be kept from falling completely
into Berlin's clutches. Tn event of wer Lithuania would
offer Poland best militery approach vis-f-vis Bast Prussia.
The deep benks and b;oad bed of the River Yiemen offered
potentially effective defense line. MNoreover, military
history showed that the Masurian Lakes of East Prusszia
hed more than once proved a stumbling block to military
tacticlans. Hence, Lithuanie's collaboration with Foland
in the evan; of war wes matter of vital strategic impor-
tence. General Rasztikls' forthecoming visit here, upon
invitation from liarshel Smigly-Rydz, will therefore have
important bearing upon future developments. leanwhile,
official circles here are perceptibly concerned over
report that Kaunas recelved & multi-point "proposel"™ from
bBerlin, requiring among other items (a) that Lithuania
turn over to Germeny 80% of her annual produetion, (b)
that in this connection Lithuanis abrogate her trade

agreements with Britain, Sweden and Bussia, (e) that

Vemel
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Slovekia

L

VMemel become exclusive port for shipment of these

goods, and (d) thet lMemel be developed ms the main
industrial center of Lithuania, The Polish Government,
in exemining these reported proposals, ere inclined to
feel hopeful that, since Polend has little if any merket
to absorb additional Lithuanian production because of its
similer character to that of Polend, between the three
other consumers' markets they might be able to make
arrangements which would prevent Lithuenie's coming
completely under Germen economic dominetion,

(d) Slovekia's position wes increasingly uncertain,
Warsaw was concerned over disturbling outcome of recent
efforts to bring about & Polish-Slovek trade understending.
A Blovek offiecial confldentially &dmitte:?a Polish
offieial that in view of the uncerteinty of Slovakia's
political and economle position it did not seem
practicable to engage in trade nepotistions at this .
time, Moreover, the Yugoslev Minister here imparted to
me his Government's opinion thet Germany intended to
use 3lovekies &s en instrument of its brutal poliey of
imperialism. In other words, if it served that poliey
to use Slovekis, or eny part thereof, to "sweeten" &
deal either with Hungery or Poland ar both, Berlin would
not hesltate to stoop to these tactios,

Voreover, as pointed out in my previous writings,

Berlin's position in relation to Slovakia was far fronm
consistent
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consistent in that while Berlin exercised a protectorate
over Slovakia, Berlin had also promised Home not to
prevent potential Hungarlen efforts to incorporate

Slovakie within the Hungerian state,

-

AJDB
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Bag ound for Wersew's disa intment

in Budepest's current position.

#As frequently polnted out in my cables and
despatches, as fer back ns November 195?; and agein
in my despateh Wo. 731 of October 15, 1938, Polish
forelgn poliey envisaged a common frontier with Hungery,
firast through an envisegedly sutonomous Slovekia leaning
politically and culturally towards Polend and economically
towards Hungery; later, through Hunpery's incorporation
of Ruthenia. I alsoc polnted out thet ever mindful of
the late Marshal Pllsudskl's 1924 forecast that Germany
would some day attempt to geln domination over the whole
of Czechoslovekia, the Polish Government preferred, in
terms of the long-renge outlook, that Ruthenie, (a
potential apring board for anti-Folish activitles amongst
Poland's Ukreinien minority) be included in framework
of a friendly Hungary ,. rather to rest within framework
of a then suspected Czechoslovakias, whieh might con-
celvably become eventusl victim of Berlin's expansion
program,

It is interesting to note, moreover, that lergely
responsible for Polend's hitherto persistent desire for
closer relations with Hungery, is the faect that Colonel
Beok, and Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs, Count
Szembek, as well as a number of influential high ranking

Polish military officers, were attached &t one time or
other



-P .
other to Hunparian military unite, Accordingly, I
&m aware that the deep attachement which they formed
for the Hungarisns at that time endured through
intervening years. I am eware, moreover, that Beck's
persistent efforts to do something to "brace up"
Budapest, in an endeavor to prevent Hungery's falling
completely a vietim of Cerman domination, have been
motivated not only by sentimental but also, and importantly,

by strategiec conglderations,

LR

AJDB
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MEMORANDUM

SPIDTNE—. | E T FIOSIDENT

Competent individuals in official and diplomatic
cirecles here lament the wave of distorted end insidious
propaganda which has been emanating from the "propapanda
factories" in Berlin for the past six weeks. Moreover,
the impression has rained ground here that a number of
forelgn diplomatic missions, as well as numerous press
correspondents aceredited to Berlin hed fellen unfer the
spell of the Wilhelmstrasse's obvious efforts to spread
fear, confusion and defeatism, in &ll querters abroed, and
to inspire distrust and loss of confidence mmong states
forming the entl-aggression front.

One objective and experienced diplomet here went so
far as to remark confidentially thet judping from the tone
and subatance of reports from his country's mission in
Berlin, he suspected the mission either had been unduly
impressed by loecal atmosphere and become victims of
"spoon-feeding”, or were suffering from en acute case of
combined jitters and dwindling perspective - unfortunstely
& vicious eirele, My informant felt thet at any rate, when
transmitting to one's povernment at times like these, sub-
atance of conversations wilth leeding nffiuiula, wherein one
could discern traces of technlque of power politiecs end of
threats to the international code of law and order, the

raporter, should inelude his own interpretations and

observations.



observations,

Of vertinent bearing 1t is sipnificent that a well
informed and usually reliable British nress corraspondent
imparted to me in strict confidence that during his eourse
of conversation with Sir Newville Henderson, (British
4mbassador in Berlin) last autumn, just previous to the
Czech crisis, Henderson hed remarked in effect that the
sooner the Czech state were broken up and divided, the
better for the peace of Burope. How could Eritain be
interested in participating in any stand which interferrad
with the right of self-determination among so conglamorate
& mass of people such as those within the fremework of the
Czech state? Besides, how could Fritain consider defending
"a little shyster lawyer like Benes?"

My informant in disclosing the above said he wondered
whether Henderson would adopt a like sttitude vis-a-vis
Foland's pesition.

I am passing on the foregoing as an interesting side-

light on the influences at play during thess trying timea,

ko

ATDE/ enig
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Warsaw, May 6, 1939,

My dear Mr, President:

With reference to my cable No. 100, May 5, 5 P.M.,
parecraph 2, sub-section d, covering Beck's lMay 5th
address and to that part in which he referred to
"various other allusions reaching far wider end further
than the subjects now under discussion", I take this
occasion to attach hereto for vour interest and further
clarification on these 8llusions, & memorandum covering
the story behind them.

With every good wish, I am,

Yours faithfully,

T Rl -

The President
The White House,
Washington, D.C,



MEMNORANDUM

May 6, 1939

It may be recelled that I reported in my telegram
No. 4, Jenuery 11, 5 p.m., paragraph 5, that the beck-
Hitler conference at Lerchtesgaden conslisted mainly of
8 dramatic tour d'horizon wherein Hitler "thought out
loud" for some three houre. I later found that when
Hitler perceived that the following proposels fell on
deaf ears (Colonel Beck's end Count Zublenski's) Hitler
and Ribbentrop reslized they would have to adopt alter-
native methods 1f they were to carry out Hitler's
Ludendorff-concei ved scheme, entailing neutralization of
Eastern Europe during & potential German campaign against
Eritein and Freance.

Accordingly, Hitler's proposals were: (a) Polend to
shere in Germeny's colonial spolls in return for Poland's
neutrelity during en envisagedly victorious German attack
on Britain end Frence; end (b) e Polish-German militery
partnership in en envisaged crusafte against Russia,

Hence, aware of his failure to tempt Leck by the

foregoling proposals, and encouraged by Ribbentrop to be-

lleve Poland, like Czecho-Slovakias, would not resist German

demends, Hitler decided to adopt strong-arm messurea.
Accordingly, he belleved that an mcceptance by the Polish
Government of his subsequent demands for incorporetion of

Denzig end an extra-territorisl pessageway across Fomorze
would



e
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would serve (a) to mlienste and discredit Poland as a
potentiel eastern Europesn partner in the eyes of London
end Perls by naking Poland eppear to be in the German

cenp; and (b) to discredit Polish Government in eyes

of Polish people, thus bringing about i:ternal demorali-
zation. If this plen had worked, Polend would have been
isolated and abandoned by potentiesl outside asssistance

.and at the same time would have become so weeskened from
within thet she would have become en easy prey to Germeny's

expansion rrogrem,
e E

ATDE /emq
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Warsaw, May 20, 1939

My dear Mr. Presldent:

As of possible interest, I am forwarding you
hereto attached a memorandum covering my conversa=-
tion with Minister Beok regarding Tokyo's having
reportedly offered Japan's good services as
mediator in a settlement of Pollsh-German differ-

With every good wish, I am

Faithfully yours,

,@M-@“

The Presldent,
The White House,
Washington.



MEMORANDUM

May 18, 1939

In response to my question as to whether there
was foundation for the report that Japan had offered
to mediate in the matter of Polish-German differences,
Beck replied as follows: As he had previously told me,
about five months mgo, the Japanese Ambessador here had
suggested to Beck that, should Poland desire Jeapan's
good offices in a medietion of Polish-German differences,
Tokyo might conceivably consent to aot in such capeeity.
At that time Beck had expressed his Government's appre-
clation and pointed out that Poland had no need of Tokyo's
good offices in the matter,

Recently the Polish Ambassador in Tokyo had been
informed by the Japanese Forelgn Minister that the
Cabinet had informelly and realistically discussed at
several meetings various aspects of Polish-German dir-
ferences. Indeed, they had pondered the question of
offering Japan's good offices as mediator. In this
connection, moreover, the Cabinet as e whole had openly
evinced a clear comprehension of Poland's positioen,
Finelly, after careful consideration of all pointe ap-
purtinent to the issues at steke, as well as Tokyo's

ovn position yis-a-vig both Warsaw end Berlin, the
Cabinet
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Cabinet decided (a) to refrain from possibly embar-
rassing Poland's poslition by a formal offer of medlation;
and (b) that Tokyo's relations with Berlin were already
too eomplicated to faclllitate an effectusl sounding in

that ocepital.
I gained the impression, during my discussion with
Beck on the foregolng, that in spite of the negative
character of the Japanese Forelign Linister's remarks to
the Polish Ambassador, the former had left the door open
a "crack" for Warsaw's further consideration, should Warsaw

eventually come to desire Japanese medistion.

In oconeluslon, Beck assured me thaet Tokyo had made

no démarche, either through the Polish Ambassador in Tokyo
or here, nor had Tokyo in any way whatsoever brought pres-

sure on Warsaw to settle itas differences with Berlin.

AJDB/emg
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Warsaw, May 20, 1939

My dear Mr. Presldent:
I take ocooasion to forward you hereto attached
1/ & memorandum covering my recent conversation with
officlal circles here wherein they disclosed the
substance of Berlin's reported plan to force the
surrender of Danzig within the next six weeks, and
my informant's cbservations therecn,

With every good wish, I am,

Falthfully wyour

The President,
The White Housa.



MEMORANDUM

May 20, 1939

Todey's conversations with official circles here
reveal they are aware of the followling report: Berlin
plans stirring up trouble in Upper Silesim over a period
of the next six weeks, This is to serve partly as a
diversion asetivity and pertly as & smoke sereen for
further machinations via-é-vis Denzig, which are to be
brought to a head at the end of the six-weeks period.

At that time, Berlin plans a bold stroke involving

Gdynla as well as Danzig., The German fleet is to take

station et & polnt vis-a-vis the two ports, and within

gun renge thereof, while East Prussian troops ere to

enter the elty by the bridge at Marienburg and by the

canal leeding into the city from the Vistula (This canal

was deepened about one and a half years ago with the idea

of affording eccess to light draught boats), Leading up

to this point, a gradual accumulation of German East Prussian

troops will have taken place in the olty - under the guise,

perhaps, of tourists., Already some twenty truck loads of

emmunition have been smuggled into Denzig with a view to

German ocecoupation of some central point within the eon-

fines of the city. (Polish euthorities are now in pro-

cess of verifylng this report and in ascertaining the

point whereat this emmunition is now allegedly stored.)

The plen, moreover, envisages an ultimatum stating that,

if the Poles did not surrender Denzig intaot, the German
fleet
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fleet would lay the port of Gdynia in aeshes and the
German troops (then envisagedly in the city) would
eynchronize thelr action with that of the fleet.

Thias plan has evidently been conceived es & meansa
of ecircumventing the Polish plan to take over the city,
in the event of a German threat thereto, before the East
Prussien troops might have had time to cross the Vistula
into Danzig. In this connection, it is well to bear in
mind that there 1s but one bridge across T.hn Vistula
from East Prussla; while the Poles are afforded a com-
peratively speedy approach through a number of highways
and several rallways leading into Danzig. Moreover, the
Polish batterles at Hel command the city. Furthe rmore,
I am aware thet the military authorities here, typifying
the feelings of the Government and publie opinion, would
sooner lay Danzig in ashes than to permit its seizure and
militerlzation by Germeny, As several of the Polish High
Command remarked to me: To lay Danzlig in ashes would be
exceedingly painful for the Poles but, after all, every
Pole realizes that Germen militarization thereof would
spell the eventual end of Poland's access to the Baltic,
German artillery mounted in Danzig would be within easy
range of Gdynie and would serve the Nazi agents as a threat
to Polish interests end as & constant instrument of pressure
on Polish shippers and shipping interests.

In discussing the aforementioned report of Berlin's
plan to force the surrender of Denzig, I em aware that,

while



while my informants are disinclined to attach a too
great importance thereto, they are aware that such
reporte call for added celm consideration and vigilanece,
In fact, they are inelined to put these reports down to
a Berlin-inspired "open secret”, characteristic of Berlin's
Jitters-inspiring technique, and such might be aimed not
only at racking Polish nerves but also at causing suf-
fleient enxiety in forelgn quarters as to draw further
offers of mediation, Moreover, one officlel, at the
conelusion of reading aloud to me the detalls of the
envisaged plan as reported by & Polish Intelligence
officer, calmly remarked, "So what?" He then went on

to say that thie scheme should not be considered in the
light of action whieh could be localized, for a military
confliet which would ensue from such action would rapidly
apread to the proportions of & general conflagration,
Berlin knew this only too well and realized that the
putting into operation of such a scheme would spell
nothing short of & European war. Of course, if Hitler
wanted war, that waes one thing; but my informant 414 not
think Hitler was willing actually to risk war over Danzig
within the next six weeks.

ATDB /emq

ek



1/

Warsaw, May 20, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

As of possible interest, I am attaching
herete for your information a memorandum covering
last night's conversation with Minister Beck and
Under Secretary of State, Count Szembek, who just
returned from the Vatican where he had served as
Poland's special Ambassador to the Pope's coronation.

With every good wish, I am,
Yours faithfully,

Enoclosure,

The President,
The White House,



May 20, 1939

MEMOR /ANDUM

Count Szembek, Under-Sesretary of State for
Forelgn Affeirs, snd closely connected with Vatican
eireles, imparted to me last night that his confi-
dential reports from Rome indiecnte =& rapid spread of
dissatisfaction amongst the Ttallan people as a whole
with the position in which Ttaly now finds itself as
& result of its Axls collaboration., Those sections
of publie opinion covered by Count Szembek's report
are now ularmed lest Italy's continuance to serve as
an instrument of Hitler's poliey might land Italy in
a war, I em aware that Count Szembek's reports do
not cover reaction amongst inner and the more enthu-
slastic Fascist ciroles - but rather Court and Vatican
eireles and sections of public opinion with whom these
eireles come in contact,

0f pertinent bearing, my interest was further
engaged by Minlster Beck's confldentially expressed
opinion, that Italy would prove no matsch for France
in the event of ammed conflict. Italy was now in the
process of reorganizing its army, and out of some 52
divisions, the Italian High Command would have succeeded
in reorgenizing only about 15 divisions this year. He
belleved that at heart, the High Command was fully
aware of the French army's superiority.

AJDB



Warsaw, May 25, 1939,

My dear Mr, President:

With further reference to the last paragraph
of my memorandum attached to my letter to you of May
20, I take occasion to report that Minister Beck Just
imparted to me that his confidential reports from
Polish military experts indicate that Italy would not
be ready for a war until the spring of 1940,

With every good wish, I am
Faithfully yours,

7"417 ‘

The President

The White House,
Washington, D.C,



Warsaw, May 27, 1939,

My dear Mr, Fresident:

I take occasion to forward you hereto attached
a8 memorandum setting forth the substance of a report
which recently came to the attention of official
circles here.

I em aware my informeants have already traced the
"rumor" to Nazi circles in Berlin. While my informants
greet this, among other obviously inspired rumors calmly
and are inclined to mark it down to a Berlin-directed
"open secrets" campaign aimed at ineiting "jitters" in
Poland and elsewhere, I am aware they recognize the
situation calls for utmost vigilance and no let-up in
preparedness against a potential attempt to grabd Danzig.

It may be noted that while differing in detail, the
report covered in the attached memorandum is similar in
substance to that described in the memorandum attached
to my letter to you as of May 20,

Of pertinent interest, League High Commissioner,
Burckhardt arrived in Warsaw yesterday, dined with Beck
last night, is conferring with Beck again this morning,
and expects to leave for Danzig tonight. I am interested
to find that Beck and mssociates gained a more favorable
impression of Burckhardt's general attitude and frame of
mind than thet which they had, just previous to his departure
for Geneva some time ago. At that time, they ®1t events
had brought him to a state of mind conducive to blurred
perspective and incapacity to make strong decisions. Now
however, they are pleased to note "an improvement in his
general attitude.,"

In

The President
The White House.
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In this connection, I am aware that since Burckhardt
was last in Danzig, he beceame concerned lest rumors and
press reports emanating from Berlin, and indicating Berlin's
friendly feelings and high regard for him, might spedl for
him the "kiss of political death", Indeed, an important
sectlon both of the Swiss and French press selzed on these
reports and played them up subsequently causing Swiss
politicel circles to criticize him rather harshly. This
experience may conceivably serve to make him careful not
to give an impression of anything smacking of Berlin leanings.
Moreover, he has recently had the benefit of frank con-
versations with the British, French, end Swedish representatives
of the "Committee of Three" (on Danzig affairs). It is
reasonable to suppose he was thus enabled to gain a clearer
perspective then hitherto as regards London's, Paris' and
Stockholm's policy vis-d-vis Danzig developments.

Burckhardt plans to leave for Danzig tonight, and
the length of his stey there will depend larpely upon
the outcome of his this morning's concersation with Beck.

Meanwhile, the Danzig press, referring to a report
suggesting that Burckherdt's return might spell an attempt
gt mediation of Polish-German differences, states with
emphasis that no "Runciman" is desired in this case,

With every good wish, I am

Ynuri;"‘::;hmai?‘, /}‘_



Warsaw, May 27, 1939

MEMOR,/NDUM

Supplementing my memorandum covering events in
Danzig, attached to my letters to the President and
to the Secretary of May 20, the following rumor, evidently
inspired by Berlin, has just come to the attention of
official clrecles here:

At a time when a large number of Hast Prussian
troops may have entered Danzig as tourists, the Danzig
Senate would extend a formal invitation to Admiral
Raeder (presently occupled in fleet maneuvers off the
Lithuanlan coast) to accept honorary eitizenship of
Denzig. It would be natural that, under the cirocum-
stances, he arrive with his fleet off the harbor of
Danzig to recelve the honor in person. Synchronized
wlth his arrival, the Danzig Senate would make a de-
elarution expressing a desire that Danzig be incor-
porated in the Reich. It would then be pointed out
to Warsaw that both Gdynis and the batteries of Hel
were under the range not only of the fleet's guns but
also of the heavy rallway artillery on the German side
of Polund's northwest frontier.

While my informants are inclined to murk the fore-
going rumor down to further Nazi fear-inspiring technique,
they do not overloock the potentlal danger envolved in
ideas of the political dreamers and war lords of Berlin.
Accordingly, whereas my informants do not look for Hitler

to let Danzig become the ocause of & war in the lmmedliste



May 31, 1939

Dear Tony:

fhank you for your latter of
May tiirtesnsh enclosing nmomoranda Govering
Tecent confidemsial convorsations you Lave
bLad.

1 found them very interesting.

With my kind porsonal ragarda,

Very sincerely Joura,

rl D. R‘

Ambasgacor Sxtreordinary and JHR:G



Warsaw, May 13, 1939.

My dear Mr. President:

As of posesible interest to you, I am forwarding
hereto attached a memorandum covering my recent
conversation with Polish Ambasssador to Germany,
Lipskil, wherein he confidentially diseclosed his ob-
servations upon the change in course of Hitler's
politiecs at the time of the Italo-Ethioplan confliect.

In that Lipskl possesses in my copinion a unique
understanding of the mentality of the Germans in
general and of Hitler in particular, I consider his
remarks of speclal interest.

With every good wish, I am,

Faithfully yourg,
[Bsasn <y
-’?'5.;4‘1

Enclosure.

The President,
The White House.



Warsaw, May 12, 1939.

MEMORANDUN

In conversation with Polish Ambassador to
Germuny Lipski who in my opinion possesses & unique
understanding of the cerman mentality, he disolosed
the following:

Before the Italo-Ethiopian conflict, Hitler had
locked upon Britain as the power with whom Germany
wanted to avold a oonflict. Even at that time Hitler
envisaged Britain as Europe's No. 1 at sea and Ger-
many as Europe's No. 1 on land. In other weords,
Hitler -had a wholesome respect for the mood and
capacity of Britain to act foreefully in defemse not
only of 1lts own interest but alsoc of orineciples.

agoordingly, Hitler told Lipski that he felt
confident Britain would never permit Italy to take
Ethiopla. Later ceme Britain's backdown on Ethiopia.
Hitler was astonished, taken aback and, according to
my informant, admittedly in a gquandary.

From that date forward, however, Hitler pressad
by Ribbentrop's advice, began to realize that there
were many prizes awalting his teking without fear of
Britlsh interference. Hence, Britain's reaction to
the Etloplan affair hed importantly contributed towards
changing the course of Hitler's politicse sbroad.

Later when Mr. Chamberlain flew from London to
Godesburg, Hitler and his assccictes marked it down
to & distinet sign of weakness. They falled to

understand
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understend the British point of view.

Now therefore, it iz difficult for Hitler to
understand en "about face" on the part of & man whose
8ctions of not sc long ago, were interpreted as a
slgn of weakness,

These observetlons are interesting, in thet they
go to show that Hitler is lackingz in an understanding
of British mentality; at the time of the Itelo=-
Ethiopian conflict, Hitler, surprised that Britain took
no acti;n, thereafter miscalculated Britain's long-renge
policy and capaeity to about fece, end appraised Britain
as a4 negative auentity. Now Hitler is agaln surprised

at Britain's strong positive stand.

LRI R R



Warsaw, Mlay 13, 1939

My dear lir., President:

As of possible interest to you in the light of
its potentiel bearing on the political as well as
economlc aspect of the situation in Gormeny, I am
forwarding hereto attached a memorandum wherein I
have taken occasion to outline the course of Ir,
Hjalmar Schacht's position in relation to the German
Government since the time when he assumed a leading

r8le in the mansgement of the finences of the Relech

up to the time of his comparatively recent resigna-

tion.
In drewing up this outline, I heve had the
benefit of confidentielly imparted information on
part of PFolish Ambassacdor to Germany Lipski, who has
known DUr. Schacht well for many years. |

With every pood wish, I am

Faithfully yours,
%M

Enclosure:
lemorandum.

The President,
The White House,



HEMNORANDUM

ilmy 12, 1939

In my opinion, en examinetion of the ups and cowns
of Lr., Ijalmar Schacht's position in connection with
inner Nazi oircles brings to lipht a fairly clear pic-
ture of the course of the political-economic develop-
ment within the Releh.

In brief outline, Schacht utilized Germeny's position
es reciplent of investment funds, up to 1929, from the United
Stetes, Iritaln and elsewhere es means of internal rehabi-
litation, Thereafter he constructed an iron band around
Gemeny in terms of exchange for purpose of consolidating
to Germany's advantage, the benefits of these investments
without endengering the merk by the play of foreces ocutside
the Relch. Thls in effect created, comparatively speaking,
an internel boom. Through the creation of this so-called
"iron band"™ around the mark, Schacht importantly contrituted
to the success of Hitler's program, in that he thus kept
the Germen mark end share market comparstively free of
effect of depressions from abroed growing out of such moves
es the Rhineland occoupation, etc.

At this point, however, Schacht and Hitler disagreed,
for in the back of Schacht's mind he had been entertaining
since, say 1923, a scheme vwhereby, if Germeny could profit
by the American, British and other investments, Schacht

might eventually reach a position whereby he mipght come
to
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to some sort of en apreement along rational linea with
the creditor netions - sn apreement along such lines as
would permit Germeny to rejoin the fsmily of liberal trading
natione, By thls tine, however, Hitler esnd Company reallzed
that in order to secure their pollitical control it would he
necessary to control the internal economic structure as well,
Acocording to one of Schacht's closeat friends, Schacht
balked at this ides, for he wes utterly opposed at thet
time to Hitler's theory of self-sufficlency, lioreover,
this theory couflicted with the ultimate purpose Schacht
had had in the back of his mind since the first day he em-
berked upon his scheme of consolideting Germeny's positicn
at the expense of forelgn investmentas.
Later, according to Polish Ambaasador to Gernanf Lipski,
who hed known Schacht wel; for a long time, Schacht had
often emphasized that Germeny should ecquire no greater
an ermement than she could afford tc pey Tfor end support.
Accordingly, Schacht's and Hitler's ideas further clashed
vhen Hitler insisgted upon an'incresse in arms disproportionate
to the meena et Germeny's disposal. Finally, according to
Ambassador Lipski, Schacht could stand unorthodox financial
practices no longer; he discerned the signa of ultimete col-
lapse of the finenclal-economie structure of the country
under the contlnued strain pleced thereon by Hitler and
his extremist advisers. loreover, Schacht warned that 1f
this lNazi poliocy were to continue, Germeny would end up in
a war. Subsequently he asked to be relieved of his post.

Lipski
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Lipski believes Schecht 1s now oimply biding his
time until his services will again be required to pull

the country out of a finencisl mire,
ATDE /emn
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Warsaw, lay 13, 1939

Uy dear Mr. President:

Aa of posalble interest to you, I am
forwarding hereto attnched a memorandum
covering my conversation wlth Ambassador
Lipski, wherein he confidentielly imparted
his observations on the occasion of the
Wilhelmastrasse's closing its doors to the
Chiefa of Forelgn lidgssions during a limlted
period when the German Army was sctually
marching into Czechoslovakia.

With every pgood wish, I am

Yours fTeith 1y,
=

Enclosurae:
Hemorandum.

The President,
The White House,



MEMORANDUM

May 12, 1939,

Polish imbassador to Germeny Lipakl imparted to
me that during a three-day perlod, whereln German troops
were ectuelly marching into Czechoslovekis, the German
Forelgn Office had in effect been closed to the Chiefs of
Forelgn Missions, Lipski considered that this hed proven
8 great error in Nezidom's polities, for after all the
Chief of Mission enjoyed the privilege of sccess to of-
ficimldom ené they were thus prevented from conferring
with the proper officiels during & crucisl moment. The
only comfort Lipski hed derived from the situstion wes
the fact thet even the Italian Ambassedor had been thus
prevented from consulting German officlels.

In anelyzing whet had motivated this actlion on pert
of the Germen Government, Lipski stated that Jjust previous
to the September crisis certain of the German officiels
had tipped off some of the Chiefs of Yorelgn lilssions to
expect & Gérman adventure,in mn effort to elicit the inter-
vention of their respective Governments, This hed led to
advance notice abroed of Germeny's intention vis-&-vis
Czechoslovakia and eventually toﬂ:unichf

Later Hibbentrop hed convinced Hitler that he could
have gone to war with Czechoslovekis without British end/or
French Intervention, which might have resulted in a vietory
which in turn might have served to put an end to an

existent
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exlstent pacifism end defestisn of & certein section
of the Germen populstion.

Hence, with the foregoing experience in mind,
Ribbentrop hed decided to prevent a repetition thereof
at the time Hitler had decided to ccoupy Czechoslovekia,
Therefore, by absenting himself from Berlin and making
unavellable for consultation,other officers of the Foreign
Office, Ribbentrop hed felt thet he was precluding any

chance of advance notice sbroad,

AJLB /emq
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THE BECAETARY OF STATE
s T, B ku
: \
o DEPARTMENT OF STATE

" WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
Eu

My dear General Watson:

I am encleoeing a copy of Ambassador Biddle's con-
fidential despatch mo. 1058 of May 13, 1938 concerning
the recent visit in Warsaw of Vladimir Petrovich Potemkin,
Assietant People's Commiesar for Foreilgn Affairs. The
despatoh was marked for the President.

8incerely yours,

| Codatiee’

Enclopsure:

Qopy of despatch no. 1058,
May 12, from Warsaw.

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson,
Becretary to the President,
The White House.
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ADDRESSED TO
Brig.a.d:lur General Edwin M.
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OUINTUPLICATE

Ko, 1088 ° Woreaw, May 12, 1030
Subjeet: Referring to ny eeble Mo, 107,
May 10, B p.ms} otenkin's ocon-

verantlon with Deck in Wersewj
further observetlions thereon,

e——————

The lonorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D, C.
oir:
with reference to my osble No, 107 of May 10, 2 p.h.,
I have the honor to report that, after s lengthy talk with
Peck sné just before his departurs from Varssw, Potemiin
impnrted the following to the Turkish Ambamsador:
He wes highly satisfied with his talk with Deok,
Hwok had been very Trlendly and had manifested mariked
sonprehension in connection with all anpoota covered im
the disounmaion,
hile



hile maintaliing the cherscteristic Folish reserve
in rempeot % e potentinl slllsnce with Mienin, Feok haa
stressed Polond's desire for n mutuel re-invigoration of
ull aspecta of the Non=-Apgression Agresmont ond emphasized
Polend's desire for a broadening of the noope of the Com-
mereinl Agresment between Yarassw snd lomoow, loreovar,
Heck hrd anmrured Potemkin of the olish Government's deeire
for  friendly Polish-fussien relations.

Potenkin hnd aamured Beak in turn that liosoow re=
oiprooated iareaw's desires on sall points mentioned, loree
over, otemikin explelned to my informent that he elearly
understood ‘olsnd's position yis-d-vig a potentisl sllicnce
with fuasia as charsoterized by lLeck's reserve on the nub jeat,
Furthermore, “otemitdin had ascured leck that Litvinov's re=
plnosment by llolotov did not enteil » change in loscow's
forelgn polloey,

Judging from the above dlselosures end from Leok"e
remarks subsequent to Mils conversatlon with Potemkin, the
substance of whieh I reported in my eatle under referenco,
I am inelined to believe thet for Poland's part Foland doe
sirest (e) mutual re-invigoration of lion=Aggresslon Apres=
mentj (b) friendly releations along commereisl but not
politienl lines; (e) broadening of seope of existent
Commaroiel Agresment to meet 1/ Polond's requirements
of wer materiglle #nd supplies, and 2/ to provide Fussian
outlets far coal end !ndustriel production of the Tenchen

distriot; (d) to awid committing herself to an allisnee
with
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with lusele whereb: “olend, due to her strict prineiple
of refusing to nocept unilaternl ruarentees, might Iin
turn find it neceasssry to pusrantee the territorial ine-
tegrity of Nussie,

For Russie's pert, Husele (n) dewires to meet Poland's

wishes regerding & non-aggression ecreement, (b) understands

and 1e wllling toc meet /oland'p deslres for friendly rele-
tlons along commercial but not politieal lines, (o) is
apparently willing to 1/ meet Polend's desire to broaden
the scope of the ox!stent Commercisl Agreement to neet
“olend's requirements of wer paterielle =nd supplies,
ond 3/ meet within reamon olund's requirement for a
fusnien outlet for ocoal snd industrial produetion of the
Tepchen dimtrict,

doreover, I perceive that loseow not only understands
Polend’'s pomition regerding » potentinl allinnce with
fussia, but perhaps weloomes thus avoldins a closer tie-
in to poteutisl confliet whereby Mussien troops might be
involved beyond the lusslian frontier.

Respsotfully yours,

Ae T4 Uraxel Biddle, Jr,.

:}gﬂf it
o /Lo
(In quintuplioate)



Wersaw, Juna 10, 1939

T

My dear Mr. President:

I am attaching hereto for your confidential
information memorandums covering substance of two
conversations with the Japanese Ambassador here in
connection with Tokyo's reported willingness to
render ita good offices towards a mediation of
outstanding Pollsh-German differences in event of
the expreassed willingness of both partlies concerned
(It may be recalled thaet I reported in the memoran-
dum accompanying my letter of May 20, 1939 Polish
officialdon's observations on Tokyo's then cur-
rently reported mediation efforts).

In brief, on May 25 Tapanese Ambassador
S8akoh confidentielly imperted that both he and

the

The President,
The White House,

Washington.




the Japanese Ambassador in Berlin had been making
soundings respectively in Wersaw asnd Berlin as.to
the attitude of both capitals towasrds a re-opening
of negotiations and/or mediation by a third party,
During the course of our conversation, I gave the
dmbassador, in response to his inquiry, my opinion
on certain aspects of Polish attitude (see attached
memorandum for details).

On June 3 when Sakoh &and I agein met at his
: request, he Imparted to me in strictest confidence
that Germen Ambessador to Poland, von Moltke, had
had on the previous day a three-hours' conversation
with Polish Vice Minister of Forelgn Affeirs Arciszewski,
Sakoh informed me he was cognizant of the substance
of thelr discussion, and he wented me to know T had
been correct in my estimate of the gituation: in
other words, while Warsaw would welcome an oppor-
tunity to re-open an exchenge of ideas with Berlin

regarding the questions of Danzlg and a passageway

across



across Pomorze, Warsaw felt it would be extremely
diffieult to conduct negotiations in en etmosphere
80 highly charged as that of today. Moltke had ad-
mitted that he understood Warsew views on this
score. OSakoh, moreover, stated thet in our previous
conversation I had "put my finger" on one of the
main difficulties in conneotion with any potential
negotiations: the fact that Czecho-Slovakia's end
Memel's occupation, together with Berlin's declared
demends end unilateral revocation of the Polish-
Germen Non-Aggression Pact, had served to shake
Folend's confidence in Berlin, He agreed, further-
more, thet this was a factor which had to be taken
into serious consideration when contemplating a
settlement of outstanding differences hetween Ferlin
and Warsaw,

I em aware that the Japanese Ambassador, together
with his colleague in Berlin, intends to pursue the

matter further. As the former promised to keep me

posted



MEMORANDUM I

May 26, 193¢
In en after-dinner conversation with Japenese
Ambassador Sakoh, May 25, he said he had been waiting
for en opportunity to talk privately and confidentially
to me about Polish-Germen differences. He felt that he

end I had gained & clear perapective of the Polish view-
point, as well as the Polish mood and cepascity for re-
sistance, Hence, he had weited to question me as to
whether I believed there were grounds for hope of a
settlement of Polish-German differences, urging me to
Enawer with utmost frankness,

In response, I admitted having given great thought
end cereful and objective consideration to all aspects of
the problem. My conclusions of today coincided with my
mreliminary observations (see my cables No. 55 of March 29,
£ p.m., paregraph 2, subsection (¢) end No. 57 of March 30,
6 pom.). In brief, there was 1little hope of attaining
& settlement based on Jjustioce and equality of rights in
80 highly charged an atmosphere as existed today. ZEwven
though the statesmen appointed to conduct negotiations
between the two countries might mutually agree on what
they considered an equitable solution, it should be borne
in mind that behind each negotiator would be gtending the

publie opinion of his respective state, alert to discern

any



eny move which 1t might interpret as a concesslon possibly
unacceptable from their standpoint - yet which, under more
tranquil conditions, that same public opinion might be willing
to acoept as a remsonable basis of settlement, Besides, the
two ermies would be stending by and, as in the case of the
two publiec opinions, would be, so to spesk, glaring at each
other ascross the fence. One should not overloock the feot
that in the armies, as well as the political circles of both
countries, there were "hot heads" and extremists who had to
be teken into consideration in the light of their potential
capacity to whip up a desire to "go places".

In view of these considerations, I felt thet a construc-
tive move at present would be an effort to reach s preliminary
and informel mutusl understanding to lesve the questions im
abeyance until after the "shooting season®, say November 15.
Moreover, 1t might prove mutually agreesble toc confine these
informal efforts to confidential diplomatic channels. By
autumn publlie opinion in both countries would have had more
to think about than the specific charscter of demands made
by Ribbentrop and subsequently declered in Hitler's speech
of April B8. In other WGrds, time might possibly serve to
make mass opinion in both countries more receptive to & poten-
tial compromise. Indeed, I felt it was conceiveble that if
Herr Hitler were sincere in his expressed desire for peace
and his reported wish for good neighborly relastions with
Poland, Hemr Hitler himself might conceivably see his way

to



to revise his stated demands on Polnnﬂ.‘

1 added my belief that Hitler, and Hitler alone,
could chenge his mind if afforded a face-saving formula,

At this point Ambassador Sakoh evinced a spontaneous
expression of enthusiasm; slapping me on the back, he said
we were in accord. His colleague, the Japanese Ambassador
to Berlin, had just Iinformed him that Hitler had emphasized

in & recent conversation his desire for good relations with

Polend and his regrets that outstanding differences between

the two countries had led to such a lamentable atmosphere,
Sakch

- In this connection, I do not overlook the fact that
Ribbentrop had misceleulated Poland's potentiml resistance
and had thus contributed importantly towards Hitler's
psychological misteke in making his one-sided demands on
Warsaw, Moreover, Ribbentrop had committed & serious er-
ror, in my view, by having asbandoned diplomatic channels

for a continued exchange of views between Berlin and Wer saw
immediately subsequent to the apnouncement of the Anglo-
Polish Pact. He had thus brought what might have been other-
wise confined to confidentiel bilateral diplomatic discussion
into the open for world-wide attention. Having thus per-
mitted his Chief of State to declare Germany's demands
openly, constituted, to my mind, risky tectics in that he

had permitted his Chief of State to crawl far out on the 1imb,
On the other hand, these tactics had opened the way for Beck
to state Poland's case et & moment when the whole world had
focussed its attention om what Beck had to say. Were Herr
Hitler to have become enlightened in the meantime on the
various aspects of what I considered to be & serious dip-
lometic blunder, he might conceivably heve come to reconsider
the position., Such enlightenment might conceivably give
rise to Herr Hitler's taking matters into his own hands,
adopting a more reascnable attitude in connection with

his demands on Foland,and save his face by Eointing out

that the foroceful character of his demands had been the
result of misguldance and/or misunderstending on part of

his advisers.
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Sakoh then signiricantly asked me whether I thought
the Polish Government end the Folish people would be re-
ceptive to & proposal from Hitler along lines (a) for a
Joint guarantee of an independent Deanzig, (b) for construc-
tion of a passageway, under Polish soverelgnty, mecrosas
Pomorze to facilitate German communication, and (e¢) a
long-term German guarantee of Foland's frontiers, Having
in mind thet sueh a [proposal represented in effect Warsaw's
counter proposals - in fact the line of Folend's reasoning
during past exchanges of views between the two capitals,

I replied that I thought the Polish Government would greet
such & proposal &8s & reasonable basis for negotiations
looking to & peaceful settlement. Moreover, I felt that
all sections of public opinion here might "stomach" &
settlement along such lines when the atmosphere might have
become less charged,

It seemed to me that if the Fuehrer would favorably
consider ideas along this line, i1t might be possible to
re-open & discreet bilateral excheange of views through
diplomatic channels, I did not believe, however, that
Folish officialdom would deem it wise to re-cpen formal
negotlations until the fall, after the "shooting season™
would heve passed. If during an exchenge of ideas (as
above suggested) Warsaw clearly understood Berlin's

willingness to deal on a basls such as suggested by
Sakoh,
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Bakoh_, it should thereupon become the duty of the Govern-
meénts of both states to educate their respective publie
opinions to an eventual acoceptance of terms found mutually
agreeable during aforementioned exchange of ideas,

At this point I observed that there was & factor which
had tc be taken into serious consideration when contemplating
negotiations between Poland end Germany, and that was the
existent lack of confidence in Hitler's word on part both
of officlal and mass opinion here., One had to take this
into account when contemplating negotiations of any charag-
ter. As a matter of fact, my observations prompted me to
Teel that the seme consideration applied in the cases of
other states in this area of Europe.

He again slapped me on the back and sald thet he was
delighted that we shared views on this problem, snd sig-
niflcantly added that he concurred with my belief that
Hitler alone was capable of changing his mind to the
above extent and that he felt it was within the realm of pos-
sibi 11ty that Hitler might actually come around to meking a
revised proposal along the lines Sakoh mentioned.

I have the distinot impression that Sakoh was sincere
in his desire to discuss the foregoing with me, in that he

is aware that I have studied the resctions of all sections of
publie opinion here to events in the forelgn as well as the
internal political erena, I &am, moreover, aware that Sakoh,

together with his colleague, the Japanese Ambassader in
Berlin,
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Berlin, has been conducting disecreet soundings in both
capitals towards ascertaining receptivity of both parties
to en offer by Tokyo of its good offices in capaoity of
mediator. On the other hand, they have been in search of
some common ground whereon Warsaw and Berlin might find it
possible to re-open negotiations. I consider his remarks
were signifieant in that he is not given to exaggeration,
nor is he carried away by his imegination.

At conelusion of our conversation, he earnestly urged
me to be prepared further to discuss discreetly with him

various aspects of the problem,

ATDB/ 18



LZELIDEAHDUK II
June 3, 1939,

Japanese Ambesscdor imparted in strictest con-
fidence that, after = three-hour oconversation between
Ambaasadcr_ibltkn and Vice Lilnister Arolszewski, it was
found that I had been correct in my estiméte of the
sltuation; that was to say that, while Poland would
weloome an opportunity to re-open an exchange of ldeas
with Berlin regurding Danzig and a passageway soross
Pomorze, "arsaw did not consider it possible to conduct
renewed negotiations in a highly charged atmosphere such
a8 exlsted today. In fact, it would be difficult +to re-
open discuseions untll the sutumn. Warsaw had to take into
consideration publie opinion and the stute of mind among
the military "hotheads", while Berlin had its public opinion
end "extremist" element to consider. The Ambssscder then
remarked that I hed slso been correct in my obsservation
thet Polend's sheken confidence in Berlin would form an
importent obstscle to a Folish-German agresment, even per-
haps on terms based upon Poland's counter proposels. The
Ambassador remarked thst an ofier to guerantees Polish
Tfrontiers would offer little temptetion to Polish africial
&as Wuil &8s public opinion, in thelr present state of mind.
This leck of confidence, then, was a factor which had to be
taken into serlous conslderation when contemplating a re-

newal of negotiatlons between the two capltals,
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The Ambsssedor then guestioned whet interpreta-
tion might be placed on Mitler's statement regarding
the incorporation of Danzig cs a Free Oity. Did hs
gesn no remiliterization? lioltke, in response to this
question, hed stated thst Hitler might possibly refraln
fron fortifying Danzig, but he doubted whether Hitler
would gusrantee mot to garrison the ity with troops.
The Ambasgedor also stated that militery circles here
had g fixed idea that Danzlg's incorporetion would spell
a prelude to & Germen attempt To annex the Corridor all
the way down to Upper Silesia.

imbagsedor Sakoh would pursue the matter furthe r

and would keep me posted.

- ———— -



Warsaw, June 17, 1939

My dear Mr, President:

I beg to refer to my letter of June 10,
1939 and memorandum thereto attached, covering
substance of my conversations with the Japanese
Ambassador regarding Polish-German differences,
and to report my followling sddlitlional observations,

1l em aware that while Japanese Ambassador
Sekoh's recent energetic efforts to bring about
informal as well as formal discussions between
German Ambassador loltke and Polish officlals
have met with some measure of success, the re-
sults of the conversations which have thus far
teken place have been negative in character,
insofer as concerns the "Danzlg problem.™

While lloltke's recent official call upon
Vice Minister for Forelgn Affairs Szembek

oeccasioned

The President,

The White House.
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occasioned much attention and speculation in
that it represented loltke's first official
call at the Foreign Office since March, I am
authoritatively informed Moltke touched on
matters only of comperatively minor importance:
(a) question of soft-pedaling Polish and German
press campaigns; and (b) question of ameliorating
conditions for their respective minorities (which
are bearing a large share of the brunt of current
tension). In other words, lMoltke's much publi-
cized visit, in my opinion, may be marked down
(a) to a search for a modus vivendi in relation
to comparatively minor matters, and (b) to a
tectical gesture to impress London snd Paris
with Berlin's "forbearance™ in conneotion with
what Berlin now propagendizes as Warsaw's "cap-
tious and militant spirit.”

Meanwhile I am disinclined to feel that
Japanese Ambassador Sekoh's energetic interest
in a potential settlement of Polish-German dif-
ferences ls entirely altruistic in character.
In view (a) of current trend of developments in

Europe
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Europe and the Far East, and (b) of Tokyo's,
as well as Berlin's and Rome's, efforts to prevent
conclusion of an Anglo-Russian pect; I do not
overlook the possibility that in their joint ef-
forts to bring about a Warsaw-Berlin settlement
the Jepanese Ambassadors in Warsaw and Berlin
might be serving as instruments of Berlin's
poliey to "erack up" the enti-aggression front.

Moreover, I em mindful that Tokyo's poliey
would be better served by & condition whereby
Russia were worried by the potential implications
(vis-&-vis Russia) of friendly Polish-German re-
lations than by the current condition whereby
Russia can look with a sense of confort upon a
resistant, "entl-aggression™ Poland as & buffer
between herself and Germany.

With every good wish, I am

Yours failth W

.



Warsaw, June 23, 1939

My deer Ur. President:

As of pertinent bearing I teske occasion to
attach hereto & confidentiasl memorandum supplement-
ing my cebles 122 of June 16 end 127 of June 19, and
covering the result of my discreet inguiries smong
high Catholic circles here in Government end military
as well as representative cirecles cutside officialdom,
es to whether their alleglence to the Church out-
welghed thelr slleglsnce to the State,

I conducted my inquiries in such menner as to
acquire a cross-section of opinion and, in view of
recent and current diplometic soundings by the
Vatican, I consider the disclosures of my informants

enlightening.

lioreover,

The President,
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Moreover, my inquiries brought to light the faoct
thet the Polish clergy is markedly nationalistic and
thet during the course of the Papal Nunelo's soundings
amongst them as to their attitude towards the Vatican's
envisaged diplometic move towards summoning e peace
conference, they frankly cautioned the Nunecioc agalnat
the Vatican's intervention in Pollsh-Germsn differences,
stating bluntly that in their opinion such intervention
at this time would prove a detriment to the position of
the Catholic Church in Polend., They moreover took this
occasion to express thelr apprehension lest the Vatican
exercise influences abroad which might tend to disarm

public opinion, stating that eny such influences would

tend towerds creating weekness in the camp of the anti-
aggression front which the Axls powers would be only too
quick to discern and teke adventage of. Indeed, they
felt the only way to hold Hitler in .r:.h.ar:k waa to maln-
tain this front in vlgor.
With every good wish, I am
Youra falthfully,

Enclosure:
Menoraendum.



MEMORANDUM

June 20, 1839

Supplementing my cebles Nos. 122 of June 16 and
127 of June 19, I take occaslon to report thet my dis-
creet inquirles amongst high Cetholie circles here, in
Government end milltery as well as raprasantafive circles
outalde officlaldom, bring to light on all sides the wvolun-
tery contention that the people of this country are "first
Poles, secondly Catholiecs.”

In this connection, & high ranking official of the
Polish Government, end an individusl who enjoys & high
standing in the Church, confldentially imparted to me he
was confident he was expressing the reactions of his
Government and of Polish mess opinion by characterizing
the poliey of the vatlean over the post-War period as one
of "gauve gul peut." (He thereupon cited as examples
Austria and Czechoslovakia.) He went on to say that the
Polish Government hed in the past frequently experienced
Vatican pressure through varlous means to bring Warsaw
in line with Vetlican poliey. Towards this end, the
Vaticen had ususlly resorted to playing the Unlat against
the Latin Rite of the Church in Poland. While the Govern-
ment was not resentful of this, still its experience on
thia score had served to open 1ts eyes.

He then pointed out that an impression was geining

ground here to effect that the Vaticen's peremount concern

of
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of the moment wes the fate of the approximately 40,000,000
Catholies presently contained in the Greater Reich. This
impression in turn was leading my informant and his as-
sociates to be wary lest, in order to improve the position
of the Catholies in Germeny, the Vaticen might conceivably
congeclously or unconsciously bring about olroumstences
whereby Polend might be expected to foot the cost for

this envisaged improvement in Germany. Furthermore, in
view of (a) this impression, (b) reports that the Pope

was deeply concerned over mounting recalcitrance of =

lerge section of Italian public opinion vis-a-vis the
Itelien Government as result of Germeny's wholesale pene-
tration of Itely™, and (e) other reports that His Holiness
was aware of Mussolini's fear that Italy was unprepared for
a8 major conflic Wersew had been prompted to feel that Pius
XII was acting more es an Italian then the Holy See in
initieting diplomatic soundings for & peace conference
under circumstances currently existing throughout the
European politicsel arena.

Another high ranking Polish officiel of high stending
in the Cetholie Church (he points with pride to the fact
there have been 38 bishops in his femily) made the fol-
lowing observetions: Wersaw had long been aware of

Pius

* Referring to the enti-Polish tone which the Itslian
press has recently adopted, informant stated Wersaw
consldered the Itelian press haed become the instrument
of German fulitxy and that bellef was fast galning ground
here that Itsly was little short of & German protectorate

and "Mussolini 1ts Geulelter."
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Pilug XII's Berlin leenings which found their roots in

the days when he was accredited to that capital as luneio,
loreover, while the attitude of Plus XII as former Sec-
retary of State for the Vatican had at gll times been
correct vig-é-vis Wersew, the Vaticen mechinations during
thet period hed not escaped Warsaw's discreet notice,
Indeed, it was during His Holiness' secretaryship that

the Vatlcen had frequently played the Uniat ageinst the
Latin Rite in Poland as means of pressure on Warsaw, In
fact, Warsew had long been inclined to feel that Secretary
of State Paccelll lacked, comparetively speaking, a genuinely
warm heart for end clesr understanding of Poland,

My informent went on to sg8y that the present Pope,
typifying the mentality of his closest assoclates, still
henkered after the old effluent and politically powerful
entrum Partr"‘ of Germeny. Its elimination upon Hitler's
edvent to power represented a blg gap in the Cstholic

structure.

* Former Chancellor and subsequently Minister of the
Interior of Germany, Joseph Wirth, was virtually leader
of the Centrum at the time of Hitler's advent to power.
Hitler sent Wirth to stay with Dollfus to negotieté an
anschlugss. During their negotimtions Hitler's mounting
gnnoyance over the power of Wirth's influence in German
Catholic circles, and his suspicion thaet Wirth and Doll-
fus might connive to draw Austrie end Bavaria into closer
reletionship led Hitler to order Wirth's arreat, At this
point the Vaticen, pursuant its reesction of "After Hitler -
what?" urged Wirth to leeve Germany and hold himself in
readiness to serve the Church in Cermany in case Hitler's
regime met with failure. Hence, since the first year of
Hitler's regime Wirth has been iiving and working outaide
Germany, serving as a confidentiel lieison between the
Vatican and the Church in the field. Moreover, he i1s na
close friend of Plus XII,
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structure. Its elimination, moreover, had inclined the
Vatican to turn with more active interest to the Catholie
community in the Unlted States. Even the Veticaen had its
"pocket nerve" end its heart was not above throbbing at
the fingle of "filthy lucre"™ which, after all, was neces-
sary to carrying out the wide scope of the Vatican's
policy. Hence, 1t was reassonable to suppose thet, in
ebsence of the Germen Centrum Party, the Cetholic com-
munity of the United States would play a more important
then hitherto role in the eyes of the Vaticen,

Of pertinent bearing, my informent went on to say
that two yeers ago Warsaw had learned that Pope Pius XI
consldered Nazlism and Fasclsm composed a greater threat
to the Church then Communism and that in this reaction
the Pope enjoyed the support both of Jesult and Dominicen
circles. Moreover, at thet time Pius XI's main-line ob-
Jective enviseged the Catholic Church's penetration of
Russia, Hence, the Vatican under his regime had exerted
strenuous efforts to build up the Uniat Rite in Poland,
constently endeavoring to Russify it, for Plus XI had
looked to this Rite as the potential advance guard of
en envisaged Catholie "march" into Russia,

Wersew now learned, however, that the present Pope
regarded Communism es a greater menace to the Chureh tham
elther or both Faseclsm or Naziism. Moreover, Warsaw now
had the impression that the present Pope's main-line

polioy enviseged & deal with Berlin whereby the Vatican
might



might regein a foothold in Germeny end thus, in the
course of time, resurrect or replace the "Centrum" which
hed previously constituted the Vatican's greatest source
of revenue in Eurcpe end provided the Vatiocan with the
means of political influence throughout Germeny,

My informant edded that, es regards the present
situetion wherein the Vatican's attention was focused
upon Polish-German as well as Italo-Frenoch di fferences,
the Vatican's attitude might be cherscterized by taking
for granted the position of the "good sheep", meanwhile

concentrating its efforts on the "stray sheep" - perheps
even going so far as to press for an improvement of the

condition of the "stray sheep" at the cost of the "gpod

sheep," EE-@'
a

i
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Warsaw, June 24, 1930,

My dear Mr. President:

In the thought that you may be interested

in the subject matter, I em forwarding you herato

attached, a memorandum covering & recent conversation

with Minister Beck's Cabinet Chief, Count Fublienski,

With every good wish, I am

Faithfully yours,

Ty

The President

The White House

Washington.



MEMORANDUM

Minister Beck's Cabinet Chief confidentially
imperted to me that Minister Beck end he were in-
terested to learn that french Ambassador to Berlin,
Coulendreau, hed recently cabled his Government that
in his opinion wer would be prevented only (a) 1f Poland
showed not the slightest tendency to retrest from her
Tirm stand; end (b) if Britain and France gave no sign
which Berlin could interpret as a disinelination to
stand by Poland. Coulendreeu had edded that, facing
bare facts, France could not expect (&) to stand aside
during a Polish-German eonfliet, which could not be
localized, or (b) formidable military collaboration on
part of states east of the Axis without Polend, Coulan-
dreeu had, moreover, informed his Government that when
questioned by Berlin officisls as to whether France
would ectively support Polsnd in an armed confliet over
Denzig, he usuelly replied to the effect that he believed
Polend would fight to resist a German attempt to annex
Denzig and if Poland found herself at war with Germeny,
she would find Frence ﬂghting on her side.

The substance of this me ssage had proven a source

of gratificetion to Beck and his associetes.

sk
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W scn o —scsiwacaiiiescd Warsaw, June 24, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

As of pertinent bearing upon the trend of
current developments I feel that the followlng
will prove of interest to you.

An outstandingly well-informed and leading
Norweglan industrialist who has just spent several
days with me here, confidentially stated in effect
that, in recent dlscussions with leading bankers of
London City, several of whom were closely oconnected
with the Bank of England, he gained the distinct
impression they envisaged the eventual replacement
of the Third by the Fourth Reich, rather than a war,
as the best solution for the present politico-economie
dilemma throughout Europe.

Moreover, the course this element envisaged, as
a means of marking time in the interval, apparently
entailed a series of resistance pericds interspersed

with

The President,
The White House.
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with ocoasional "Municha" whenever the corisis
atmosphere made them a necessary alternative to war.

My informant who is primarily business-minded
admitted that even his "oold, unsentimental mentality"
had received a shock from this disclosure, and he
expressed apprehsnsion lest, 1f the attitude and in-
fluence of this element predominated, London might
countenance an;'uunichfn:tar ancother as a means of
gaining time until Hitler and his crowd might have
been shaken loose from power in Germany. He felt
that this might presage a grim ploture for Europe
in the not distant future in that during the interwval
Germany might readily have secured domination over
the greater part of the European continent. As a
Norweglan, and as one who looked to London in a
business and cultural sense, he was exercised over
his findings along the aforementioned lines and hoped
that the future trend of developments in Europe would

not be influenced by such an attitude.

Yours faithfully,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE L '97’
WASHINGTOMN

June 24, 1939

In reply refer to Eu

My dear General Watson:

I am enclosing copies of the following striotly
confidential despatches from Ambagpador Biddle which
bave been marked for the President:

No. 1069, dated June 1, 1938 concerning the pos-
~ 81ble reopening of negotiations affecting Danzig

and the Corridor;

No. 1072, dated June 3, 1939 reporting the sub-

stance of a conversation with the Polish Ambassa-

dor to Great Britain on Anglo-German differences;

No. 1074, dated June 3, 193% oconcerning status of

Polish attempts to obtaim British fingnoial

aselstanoce,

No. 1075, dated June 3, 1939 concerning reasction

in officlal Polipgh oireles to Molotov's address

of May 31, 1939, % |

uﬂpl; J’ﬂlﬂ‘#,' /
.I } s { o~

Enclosures; i

Coples of four
despatoches, as
listed,

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson,
Beoretary to the President,
The White Hnu-“:-



ENCLOSURE
1o

June 28, 1939

ADDRESSED TO

igadler General ... .
Edwin M. Wateon,
Beoretary to the
President.
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TRIPLICATE

Ha, 1069 Warsew, June 1, 1939

Jub Jeot: Posmible re-opening of negotintions
regerding Denzlg and Corrider passoge=
way; Commissioner liurekhardt's proposed
visit to Ribbentrep,

ENT N

The Hornorable

The Seoretary of Htate,

Was ington, D0,

air

I have the homor to supplenent my letters to the
Prarident snd to the flecretary as of ley 27, and to report
that Ur, Purokhardt, leasue High Comnimeioner for Danzig,
previous to hias departure from 'ersaw for Uanzig at mid-
night sy B7, disolomed the Tfollowing:

fie hed geined an ‘mpression during his eonversations

with ileck and s msmsocintes that they were willing, when



times were quleter to re-open sn exchange of views with
Herlin looking to en ggulteble settlesment of the problems
of Danrlg end a passageway noroes Iomorze,

Purckherdt would now romein Tor only a limited
period in Denzig, prooceeding at an early dete to liasel
to receive n dearee of Doetor of Lawa (hoporis gususa).
He would use this trip %o Yosel mas nn excuse to drop in
on Mibbentrop, with a view to sounding him out on Verlin's
current fundemental attitude towards a re-cpening of talks
with Ynrsaw,

Respeotfully yours,

A. ¥, Drexel Blddle, Tr,

710
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Nu. 1078 Warsaw, June 3, 1939

Subjeet: Hubstonce of conversation with
Pollish /mbassador to londonj his
observations (s) on Chamberlein's
attitude during Yorelgn iffaeira
debate of May 18, (b) on continuence
of corteain elements in london to
eling to appessement polioy and
other elementa whioh envianged
sgonomio conference saa solution of

Anglo=Carman difrerences,

FOR THE }'ESIDENT Al THE SECHETARY

The Honorable
The Seoretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

Sir

I have the honor to report that inm conversation
with Polish imbassador to Londan, Count RaezyAskl,
during his recent consultatiocns with his Government
here, he touched upon Prenier Chamberluin's utter-
unces during the foreign affulrs debute in Parliament
ap of about May 18. The imbassador interpreted
Chamberlain's remarks on thut cedesion to mean (a)

a gesture to assure that element in London whieh
continues to eling to the hope that uppessement may
prove the solution for Europe's politiocal ills, that



P
be was still willing to give litlsr a ehunce to play
ball; and (b) a werning to Hitler that he had one
more ohunoe to play ball with Lomdon before Chamber-
lain might be foroed to ohunge his attitude onoe und
for all - in other words, it wae like the Iinterval
bafore the auotioneer brought his hammer down for the
last rup. Chamberluin probably had in mind that
during this intervul, London would eonter what oiroume
stunce then presaged as the last stege of negotiations
with Mocoow. Moreover, he probably did not cverlook
the poesibility that Ruseis might prove an obstucle
to a poliey of appeassment,

The Aimbassador then remarked his opinion that
Chamberlaim had allowed himself to be foroced into
making an allianoe with Russia. Thus he might be ex-
peoted to galn eventually the maximum support of
British pubile opinion behind whatever deal he might
finally heve made with Mosoow,

Reverting to that element in London which contlnued
to eling to an appeesement poliey, and commenting upon
reports which esontinued to reach Warsaw regarding the
efforts of this element, the imbassador made the follow=-
ing remarks:

Flirtations emongst certauln banking and industrial
a8 well as political elements in London with the ldea
of an eoconomie conference were trugeable to conversa-
tions between representatives of the Federatlom of
British Industries, and their opposite numbers in
Germany, about March S0th. These oonversations hed

aspumsd
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assumed the line of considering sartels and market
divisions and in such light had gome quite far., As

& matter of fuot the reported progress of these talks
had glven rise in London banking and industrisl ecireles
to no little encouragement that Cermany might thus be
drawn into a more liberal form of trude, At about

that Junoture, it wus decided in London thuat the
Seeretary of (verseas Trade, fiobert Hudson, should
progesd to Germany to tuke part in the more advanoed
stages of these conferences. Although his then con-
templated tour was to include Warsaw, Moscow, and
Stookholm, as well as Berlin, imbassador Reozyhski

bad gained the impression that Hudson's real intereat
was fooused on his than prospeaoctive sonversstions in
Berlin.

Just previcus to his departure, however, and on
the hesls of & publie utterance by Nr. Chamberlain,
indieating In effeot his confidence that Cermany would
refrauin from further adventures, Nazl troops oceoupled
Czeshoslovakia, Hudson had thersupon ounteled his
stop-off in Berlin and proceeded stralght to Warsaw,
(See my telegrem No. 39, Mareh 22, 12 moom).

The jmbassador them stated that it was in the
enoouragement recelved by the Federation of British
Industries' representatives from their conversations
in Oermany that hopes omn purt of sertain London ciroles
for an eoonomie conference might eomoelvably have found

their roots.
Respsotfully yours,

As 7. Drexel Biddle, Jr.

i —————

ﬁﬂ-‘ A TRUE O
{In quintuplicate) l e
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QUADRUPLICA’

Ho. 1074 Varsaw, June 3, 1939

Subjeot: Confldentinl observations of Neonomio
Counselor of the Fareigm Ufrice (on
return from negotistions in London)
regurding! (a) stetus of Polend's
negotiations for Britiash flnaneisl
Gocommodation; (b) Poland's cwrrent
@cononlo-fineneiel condition (e)
fineneial condition of Hri.t-nln.

e ——_

LD TUE GFCRETARY

The Honorahle

T™e Teoretary of [taote,
"ashington, D, ©C,
Oir:

I have the honor to supplenent my despeteh No, 1073
of June 3, 1939 with mencrandunm sttnched thereto, ond to
report thet the Tcouomle Counseler of the Pelish Foreign
Urfice, Mr. Jan Wemeleki, juct returned from London where
he represented h's Govermment in Anglo=Polish finnneipl-
economle o uversations, confident!ally inparted to me in

effoot the following:
He



fle wan frenk to state thet the Frester part of the
goiversntiors had bee: devoted to the juention of london's
oxtending Varsaw 1 !inanoisl noocommodatlon in conmmetion with
"oland's nobilizetion end rearmenent,

Vhile in this conneotion there was no leok of pood will
on Londen's part, the nepgotiations thus {nitinted were not
folng, from Varsaw's stadpolint, se fest oo Yarsow would
like. llerotiaticns had met with several "obstacles of
peneral cherncter,” lie beslieved a-d pingerely hoped that
these obatacles micht be cleared up within two or three
woeks, In brief, the talks were smtill !n o prelininary
ntage,

Commenting upon the impression he hed gnined in London,
Mr. Wezelaki stated thrt London wam comneneing to feel the
flranelal strain ceused by srmaments expunéiture. Howsver,
the lritieh Government wng trying to pursue two courses,
the one inconsistent with the other: (a) to arm Hritein
and other stetes of the anti-sggresnion front, snd (b) teo
asintuin s normel, eomfortable, living ntancard, Loreover,
too muoh gold wer leaving britein for the United States and
the equalizatinon fund wag experioneing o atrain,

Moreover, there were two elements which loomed from
tine to tine 1itc the foreground as feetors of interference
of ourrent Government poliey: (e) an important elesent in
the "City" whieh oo tinued to consider world affairs in terms
of the pre-war period, It appenred that thle element be-

lieved that, as no major inoident had ooourred alnce the
; Italian
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Italian ocoupntion of /lbanim, no further threats to
internotional order miyht be expeoted, snd nooordingly
one could afford to relax; nnd (b) a large seotion of
vuth aped shout B0 whileh, 1f anything, was paoifist

in trond of thousht., This slemcnt was not ns effective,
however, ag the former, in that !t eontrolled neither the
money bags nor politics,

Wezelsk! then went on to say thet mobLilization wan
conting "oland rt the rate of bYetween 1,500,000 snéd 2,000,000
sfotys per day, lorvover, the subsoriptions to the lofenpe
loan, together with s tondenoy %o hoard oash, were contri-
buting towards a sosrcity of ourreney. As n matter of feot,
It wap now difrioult to secure short-term oredits and even
difficult to change a 500 =)oty note in Versaw, This eon-
dition was contributing towards end indiontive of s slowing
up of bus'ness., Uf ovurse, the sbsoriptions to the Defenme
loan, whleh amounted to ebout 400,000,000, or ahout one fifth
of the total ourreney cireulation, would stnrt coming baok
inteo of roulstion again in about three montha time, slthourh
about one fourth of 1t would have to be expandad abroad for
raw mnterinls sueh am oluminum, et oetera, for the construotion
of meroplenes, If the people of Poland kinew thet ' nancial
rellief was in sirht there would be an immediste alleviation
of the current firenciel tension,

When leok went to London the liritish CGovernment of-
flelslly asked hinm wvhether T'olend waer in need of finanoiel
old, le statod thet he preferred not to dlpouss natters of

that chermetor =t that time (for sake of rride and in order
not



not to nppear to be plaoing a prioe upen “oland's
willlngess to foln en allinnoe with lritain - besiden,
Mnrahel PiYmudski nad "leid down tho lew” that no Polish
Forelpn !'ninter trananoting an treaty with a foreipn
eountry chould permit himself to e page in firneneclal
corversationa), but that this matter nipht be telen

up et @ lator dete, .coordingly, o nversstio s en-
tolling Tolend's requenst for £ nanelnl nacommodntion
subsequently tool place in Londor , culminating in a
formal proposnl by Tolend whiieh waes met by s counter
propoaal by Britein stet'ng certain obstacles of "general
character” to the roceptance of Polund"s former proposal,
Poland hed thereupon sent m note steting thet "ritaln's
erunter proposale were unsatisfretory, and requesting

thot liriteln reconsider the substanee of Yoland's oripinal
nroposal, Vszelakl stated thiie deseribed the current status

of the nefotistions referred to in the early pert of this

Coppatah .
Respeotfully yours,
Ae 7, Drexel Blddle, Ir,
asl
AT Jom /4m

{In quintuplicete)
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(RIPLAICATE

lo. 1075 Winrgaw, June 3, 19390,

Jubjeot: Hemction of Follish offleirl olroles
to Kolotoff'a address of May 31, 1929,

The lionoreble
The Secretary of Htate,

Washington, D.C.
dir:

Ihave the honor to report thet my oo nversations
with informed Pollsh offlelels reserding liclotoff's address
of May 31, rovenled they ;r-eted with & asnpe of satis-
faction, his referenceas to Folond, They were gretifried
{a) by his obmervetions on Folish-Hussian relations, and
(b) that lolotoff hud cot montloned Polend in conneotion

with Anglo-Runsian negotictlions, They Telt lolotoff hed
thus



thus mnnifeated an understandlne of Folish forelgn poliey.

A8 rogerds the peneral tone and other ospeactn of the
opneoh, my informunts elsraaterized it more sa n eritleolsn
of tha ourront stetus of nrgotietions, then us n rejection
thereof, The apesoh 414 ot aimounce any new Aiffioultles;
exiating di“rerences of opinion uppesred to ponearn muttars
of detell more then of prineclple.

Keports from London mné Paris provided susfielent rround
upon which to huse an expeotoney tint the FPact would Le
signed in the noer future.® My inforuants, moreover, considered
the apeesoh A8 o whole, represented s temotlionl rnow, and os
such, destined for latermel ms well a8 extornsl conmumption.
In faot, they did not exolude the possibility thet holotoff,

& naticnaliat, whose perspective should be Judped in terns
prineipally

® In conversation with Dack sbuut n month spo, I pained the
impreasion he did not then expeet o prompt settlespent of
Anplo-Russinn nepotietionn, He vas inolined to fesl Ruassia
would prefer not to becone enwvulved sotively in the early
gtnpe of & potentisl Zurosenn oonfliot,only during a ascond
stern thereof, HRussin envisupnd sueh 2 econ®liot ne one of
lons duration. lMorecwer, Humesle foroassw timt by entering the
fray in » later phase, sha might conoeivibly "swlng the
belence”™ and thus gnin the position to dletete the twrma of
pepoe when other partio! pants wearas tired out.

Both the Jepunese end Usrmen Anbsssadors here, who (parsly
dus to "wimh-thi;kins") heve frun tho outset been akeptical
ng to nn early settlement of +nplo=iussisn nepotiuvtlons, sgain
imparted as recently as yosterdny, June 2, they did not look
for o apt ocnoluslon. Moreover, the Japanosa inbesssdor
held thet the Russlans were not anf.:r tryines % prolong nego-
tlations, but even trying to alde-stap the proposed pact
gltopether, This denira lhod motiw ted Kuseow's susmestin
ecndltions in 1ts counter proposala whieh Moscow hoped DEritein
would refuse to mecept, Fundementally, loseow referred that
Rusais »t least ostensibly, mwintein o neutrsnl positions



prinoipnlly of internal affeirs, hed directed hie words
mainly for internsl eonmuption.

My inforrents considered, moreover, thet by putting
into relin? Russin's importence in Furope, Folotoff alned
%0 barsmin Tor the meximm (rlce obte!nable for Rusala's
purticipution in the anti-aguression fromt. licseow profe: red
freedon of eotlon rather then too striet s tle-in to sutonstie
obligetions, loreover, Moseow wen breathing more easlly now
thet Folend had Joined the anti-sg-resslon forces, TOr &
Foland allisned on the side of Germeny would have represented
s serious thireat to Rumssism, MHowever, Loscow now percolved
an opportunity to eome bmok as an lmportent faetor in Turopean
politles - an opportunity to assure Onoo aceln a domlnant
role in Furope, such os in the time of lileholusI, when during
the period 1815 - 1855, Russle liad served sa the erbiter of
Furopean dlaputea,

Molotoff'a reiteration of Voscow's dlspust with "tunioh”
and the resulte thereof, ensced my informents® intereat in
that his remarks on this secre more or lens ghornotorized
thelr own rractlons.

Com:entlng, morsover, upon lolotoff's rencrks to sffeot
that Fussis ald not chose to jplay the role of pulling othera'
ghessnuts out of the fire, my lnformenta pald that Russia,
slnce the time of Peter the Oreat, suspeoted Iritain of sining
to get others to do her flghtlng Tor her. Molotorf's remerks
{néicated lioseow cuntinued to be wary on this acore.

With reference to further aspeocts of the speech, Ny
informants




informents polnted sut et Loscow wuas obv! ously Enxinus to
enguge Briteln direetly in tie dofense of the Leltle stetes,
Ageordingly, the npeeoch wes m tnetlcal move %o exercise
pressure on Briteln in this regard,

It was now clesr th t loscov conpldered the Lo tio
stotes Nusnie's potontisl weak point., lioseow wes ornvineed
Yolaund vwould reslat appresaion, o1d thus serve na & Luffer
foreo between & potentlel Germen ndvence and Ansaie's wentern
frontler, However, lnscow doubted seriously whether, in
event of & Goruen merch, the Bultics would or could reelat”

"1th roferenee to lolotoff's remaris eb ut fuselan-‘ersan
and lmselan-Italien trede, ny inforents were inelined to
intermet this og Voscow's desire to minlnize tle poassibly
offenasive chersoter of the Anclo-iusaian neotiotions = In
other vords, s corrective, In fret, my inforusnts' rerorts
ied tiem to balleve thet st the moment there were no crounds

for susplelon thnt lLoscow was contenmplating a politiosl deal

with Borlin,
Hespectflly yuurs,
hs I, Urexel Biddle, Jr,
710
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(In quintunlioets)

* Of pertlnent beering, istonian Minister to Polsnd, Merkus
imparted witk sn alr of unfelgned o neern that, while
Britoln implied ghe would keep lLaltic intereats in nind
in her negotiations with dussia, Tollinn was worried lest
these negotivtions ereste an opening for oventual Russien
donination in the Unltic mres, Thouph it was & cnoleoe be=
twoen two evils, this risk was freferable to a return to
ftapallos

e
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THE BECRETARY OF STATE

WA RHUEETON, D, 0.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to Eu June 27, 1939
{—3 .29

My dear Genersl Watson:

I am enclosing a mp.r of Ambassador Biddle's
striotly confidential despatoh no. 1073 of June 3,
1939 whioh was marked for the President. The hmﬁh
contains observations of the Ambassador on recent
talks between the General Staffe of Poland and Franoce,

— |

——

Enoclosure:;

From Embassy, Warsaw,
no. 1073, June 3, 1939,

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.
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ADDRESSED TO

Edwin M. Watson,
Secretary to the
President.
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Yo, 1073 Warsaw, June 3, 1039

fubjeot: .ttached Memorsndum covering (a) Obser-
vations on Pollslhi-Frongh and Iolish-
British Caeneral Starr conversations;
(b) Pollsh officlal ciroles' reactions
to British ldission's fevorable impresslon}
(e) Fersonal observations on \arsaw's de=-
sire to avold becoming exclusively depen-
dent on Russia for nilitary supplies,

The Honorable
The Seeretary of State,

Washington, D. C.

8ir

I have the honor te forwsrd hereto atteched a
memoreardun covering (a) certein sspects of the Polish
Minister of “ar's recent ecnversation in Paris with the
Frenoch General Staff, (b) of the Dritish nilitary mission's
Tecent Staff conversations here, (e) Polish official cireles'
renctions to preliminery results of aforementicned oon-
veraatione, mnd (d) my observations on reections of

offielial



offielel eircles, pertioularly as regards Versaw's

decire to ewnid heocoming exelusi vely dependent upaon

Rusele for asslstonge in terus or armasenta,

Hespeotfully yours,

A+ 7. Drexel Biddle, Jr,
BEOD
ATDB fory /18
{In quintuplicate)
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Moy 29, 1939,

Oererel llusse, Hilitery ittachd of the Trenoh
Embagey here, who accompanied Hinister of 'ar Lesprayeid
regcently to Parls and ettended all vonferences betwean
the latter, Genernl Cemelin and other french General
fteff officers, ntated these eonversations were conducted
in en etmosphere of exeeptional frenkness end food will
on both sides, Hoth Gemelin and Kosprezyoki shored the
view that, in order to prevent war, today's rntl-appreasion
poliey of the "Hnlt-Hitler forces" muet, to the maximum
degree, be implemented by & demonstration of armed and
ejuipped strength by all participating etates, T .13 would
seen to indicete thet some tangible form of French asslatonge
in terms or equipnment and f!nancial socommodation may pose
olbly grow out of militery and politioal Apreemants betwesn
Poland wnd Frenoe,

The BLiritish Militery Hiselon, moreover, which recently
oame to Yarsaw for Staff o nversationm, hes been engaged
in en exsmination of all departments of rolend's nilitary
entablishment, The Chief of the Hission irmparged he was
80 impressed with whot he had thus fer seen that he waps
returning instantly to London to report in person upon
s findings. Not thet he 4id not reeopnize an existence
of shortages in certain l'nes, suoh na plenes, anti-uvireraft

ejuipment



equipment ond heavy artillery - snd not that he did not
realize thet a certaln amount of reoplecement wns necessary
in the atooks of small arms for reserve divisions - but
vhaet he had seen, in terms of both the quality of existing
squipment snd efficlency of operation thereof, had greatly
impreased him, He had, moreover, ranlned an exceptionally
high regard for the standard of efriclency und morale among
the officers mnd troops,

Leading Tolish offieiels, copnizant of the British
Commiseion's foregoing iapression, are discernibly grati-
fled end belleve that the deolsion of the Mission Chief
to report favorably st an esrly dete upon hie findings
here glves ground for hope thut a military and politieal
agresment , giving effeot to the Anglo-Polish Paot in its
present form, mey result in Britain's contribution to
Polend's military poeltion in form of finaneial accommoda-
tion es well ee military supplies. OUne high-ranking Polish
offieial remarked that the lmpression galned by the Hritish
Commission am reflected in the aforementicned remarks of
the Chief of the Iritish Military Mieeion was & pource of
satlsfaotlion Lo the Polish Covernment in more weys than
one, in that OCovernment opposition eoireles in London had
manifested a lack of knowledge of specific faots in having,

during the past month, unduly emphasized the potentinl de-

penflence of the TFolish military structure upon Russian

agailptance in event of Polish-German hoetilities., Toland

had en adeguate number of trained troops ané reservistas.
It



It wae meinly (a) & gquestion cither of replecement or
supply of pert of the eguipment for the reserve divislons
(our Military Attaché estimates that the ertillery is suf-
flolent for only ebout 16 out of the 30 rescrve divisions);
and (b) inereese in the number of plenes snd anti-alreraft
equipnent, Moreover, it was important to beer in mind
thet, while Polend could now receive e ulpment from the
west, commencement of hostilities would immedistely render
diffieult, if not impoesible, western shipments to Poland,
lience, besides the question of mequiring mede-up equipment
at thie stage, it was ncoessar for Folend to conslder the
matter of financlal nocommodation to permit the continued
purchase of raw meterials for the manufacture of plunes,
arms and ammunition, after the commencement of hostilities,

Moreover, Poland had to be careful not to sllow itself
to be pleced In e position whereby she might become exolu-
elvely depondent upon Nussim for aselstence in military
supplies, for fesr thet Nusela might use this dependency
as an instrument of pressure on Poland,

48 one offlelal remarked, complete dependence upon
Russle might oconeeivably af’ord Moscow an opportunity to
offer ald on conditions whieh might epell the d&ifference
between polson and the sword.

It is well to bear in mind thet, as I polnted out in
nmy oable Mo, 116, May 25, 1l a.m., Beok hod made it olear
dur'ng his London eonversation that Poland had to o:neider
an anti-ageression poliey mot only in terms of a possible
war with Germany, but also in o nneetion with the ma’ntenance

of
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of pesoe on n bemla of a belence of power in whiech

“oland mirht find itmelf eseocioted with Russla, liore-
over, reports continue to reach the Government here that
(a) amongst a certein olement in the British Cobinet there
is #till alive some leaning towards sn nppensement polioy,
and (b) that an important element in the "City" consisting
of bankers =nd Ingwbriclists are pressing for en economle
formuls as » solution for Anglo=German differences,

In view of these reporte, I am aware that the Polish
Governnent believes it must take Into consideration Foland's
potentiel geo-politiesl position in case ESritaln onme to
terms with Gemeny,

In conneotion with the foregoing, I am awere, as
previously reported, that Beok's stt!tude towards the
Anilo-Rusaien nepotietions is ohermeterized by 'is remark
thet London hed been keeping Wersaw satisfactorily {nformed
of the warious stages of negotiations which neither affected
Polish interests nor imposed new obligations on Polend,
lloreover, Poland pettled her politloal relations with
Russia direetly on the basls of the Folish-Hussian lon-
Ageresasion Paot and the two countries conducted their
commereiel relrtions within the scope of the Folish-
Russien Trade Agreesment.

LE R 1
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