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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

I 
' 

In repl,r refer t.o Eu July 11, 1 .. , 

Jf.r uar General Wat.aon: 

I aa enclosing a copy of Allballador Biddle'• 

et.r1ot.lr oonf1dent.lal deepat.ob no. 1088 of June 7, -
1e:w wblcb ne •M•d for t.be l'rll1bnt.. !'ba -
despatoh conta1ne obeerwat.1ona of the 

1n Wartaw on the 

Encloeure: 

ourreit AJI6lo-8oYht. 

8 no rely ;youre, 

Fro• J:llbatl3, War•••• 
no. 1089, June 7, 1939. 

Br1gad1er General Edwin 111. Wataon, 

seoret&J')' to the Predunt., 

!he lh1te BO\IIIIo 

\ 
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II k~tUt 111 ~1.111fUOWI':f tor .ul C •ulf bU t JW,d t.U 1 "' oJUt 

-rrso1 t ciltf1oult..1eo. • o o r::t t t r-r o~ fuot . o tri-corn~red 

'llli,.,ncP wua t. o only l t"'~r ntlvtt: :for unoiu u.:_ dor oirourt

st •C• s o 1at 1Tlll ln ·llr.>l)e to<'<•Y · It una onl:y uoturol thut 

o 1a' 11 onx1CJ'1e vcr tto Ot<1t1 m uf' 't.hr , Jttco , eo ?the 

''B ov r t.: (I 1JO"It1on ar "'ort1ty111· tJ.& Rltmd I!ll..:..tthdO t 'for 

UO!l1~ \lih& f1t l l.y nwnrn o~ ;,•' 11 'r tttr tio ~ .. , 11Bf'l t~ o 

lattrr ( 0 II •nA Ot r,nVftl OpO:·lltl >r.A d t<> 118n t r>Ot ti 11)' 

nor - rf'lti&tPJtt Dr.ltlo £4"cn a n c Jm•Nr tivttly "'ns.r thwa" to 

UfJait. ' s •~ t rn fl\Jntier . Indf"ed , .. olr~uc! \'.uo ortutll:t, 1s-

tur'bc!d ov< :r the !Jolt lo o•iti m , for a ' 1 L :rol U.rouF.h 

· .• n l tic ott. ten waul~ .-ell olunC • a l'urth ,,. a olrr.l Pnt 

nCS tl.us ntri. ko f'1 30\'et'e blo t.t olr nt .. ' ..J Atr to io oait.loo:: . 

"t \.lilt ?Oint 1 rill': ·rkecl th t Gix c r.t a 1> ·o I -rcdidDd 

tl t t by o· r11.~.c .\)s nbor~ li •) t bo ox~~ccted t.tJ t' a to tlta 

""orn (1.1 in in the' vm.t ur .olial reoist tu.co to nny pot tit·l 

oao - s1dnd d....,.nc:a by :; rolt'u)' , I b• li<vnd tJ t t it •r.o.1n \ ,Oro 

Jf f'1clnntly 1 renood by 'ol is 1 1 st.t r. Ofl , J'lin 1 ould bo 

noro ~-' c ... iued ta tuJ-r, ~ l.()tonber{' ' 3 o.rant• !!!:!.£_ ~ ~or ,ula 

v1n tte taltiao • • lliiGl ' n ooc•1 '•tio· end l ··11 ' "'~'~ vtenped 

tlnU~'XIl t 1 ..>ult r "Nr + > 1"'1 t ~.n RS ntrAt o. l n br1c1e;oht.""'!t18 

1n .,os"J\berp ' s -rl on . .,;or nov r , air ~orti "flca tion a nd 

use 11 e nv ... hBs,.., auld ~hr •ot e t e n11 t . l t1o . L&Vlllr 

nt~ dtt t1.eae T r.Ar ko by 11o"UY Of fl rO T(P OU "t the ·ba.setu\or , 

he tl.Preupon , ,,ourro d tr1th tho subutf'.l.lOf'l t~.ereof , 

addlne t.h••t • <.>oco• od wetol.ed ~hnfta ~ V'IlOIJC' nta wit h 
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c:moer • l dnod , tr~., tl e at110 <lf'<lll•t or at r •t'l 1o o~r.-

14Prft t l ·r , 

oull\ fll'lr.:Of~• :Oaootr ' a o• w~ll fta nr Mr ' o oo·•o•n· . 

.• tl •n r = r .<ea t t n ller.~ ' . po 1 t1Jn , ...... uloo 0 

oource o r ~orry to lloaaow. 11 lnr4 lud ler pley l r too 
Cl Oettly to '} ~ ny to •ul t OSC'tm , M( t'08 C.O\f tt8n Ut 11 h'tlftr llt 

t• tot ir ita t1- •olen ettl .. •ode ll!'l F.tOr fl nirh t \le e x-
PGcteil to aldn · It •rrll'ny tn t!oo ov tlll t ot • Q nrHct . i•t 
un7 r• t e , 'oeOOtP • • e ~ t 1 .6t ·• ot r li.Jt ' a I.Ootl cal 
plc '" •Y• viauf!Oil a 0>11 1ttr)' nnprono w nol"t:,\·o&tt-r .ua61D 
t .r<>t. ·h t.._rJtd. ,.r. oa , 'oaeow ~4 "i ftn t ia ;.oaal\!U i t)' 
onrtoua tJ.o·~:llt . 

aae or t1- tool< oooosl~r to ... a'll.:-a tJ,. t 

o lotort 'uil not .nl)" .,..,.n t >he t. le 111 14 , tut 'toG ulao voloeG 
the Tf'80t .o a bot. O f .ia Oov J'l'll'llln t G 10ple tln °.& l't.t t e d 
i n et1'eot tt.~J t .4aala t.l d nat I nt 'llld tv aorve flo ar. • natrw Pft t 
"or -ul l lnr tl• e oi.eawuta of u .11er atc.t. •e out or tt 11 "1ro. 
I11d"e~ , ·•lA 1e • • d lon. been a •ure ot ri t dr ' a polloy to 
\. 0 11"8 clo her f1 •htl r tor l:er , ~nil . .oaaow U.t •·nd"d 

t' at •ri tai t ahoul d not aoaon Hat t la ~" •ire 11' tl-e "V nt 
, .. e noth,..r uropeor OCl t'l 1o t . 

'olotot " ~ .. ~ rla~ P)1!Tfi& Bfl4 ~ ... r '~oti r a ur • •leo 
JIU\111o opi ni on to "Munloh" "' "" he b~r11 tod tho deMoorot1o 
countries -o~ ·h· 1r •Olley or 11 ,..., ....,..,.t cnt • •. r l r a tttoq>t 
:.o aootJ. e publlo opi ni on • nil to b~tl1 tt.lo tha Bi(lll ltloenoe 
~# t." tore ·io t ail•trt' IWO 4fttr1 •.:tal ftoot U.,01. oivl ll:tll 

t.lon tl ••t the un l o. "ere..,. nt ' 114 epollo4. 

I.e 
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o a -ret~ led to r1 d 1 mr ed 1 rov ~ t 1 

• ~rnl a•tltudn or ul d tn~ rea 1s eo~~ry • • 
o't'1olc1a •1 t on I 11 cl lrol"ll " 

lid • TOV" • 0 t 

t • \afr·ctor:r , n •" "nl t t t ln r l tl a 1 tt ""' lllld 

bl' bot! "r1 } cor~ frll'~tll~. T Of'f! >Ill ntlll, of C/Jtll"ll" • I 

trboo ot' ro11tro1 t lr U" ol1o httl t••tl" , 1 ut t. ill 

na .. nly ,,eotura1 'Or lt • ad be y tr.oz; ty :a r a l ce 

~ la l cl c~ t ~ooecdod 1 r. kl ol•r d n >a. ian 

colony. ..,., " tnaoat.ur oc.uld un er11t n4 t. t. ol,.., d • a ceo-
politi cal l'O 1Uun bfl t\ .... two colousl .,...~ dU"rlc. ll. , nd 

\era 
'"' a 

:role llo t.oo l ~.t "' 11. t t-J"t":l t.t.L 0 

"r t ., troo o .. l"lt r r.r t nan t o r 1 t ~o· <ro ,.,.r 
>lln to·r1 t..try . • 0 >Ul(' ill H\ o: t, f•trt' 11r ~.n lr: -

OVA • oll11h- 111 l10n r loti• 

•u1 be aide tl n t 

Ilion O'Y""r n lillY ' a OJ: 

710 
'' /ln 

(In ul tupliot to) 

... " :.. ~u t. t. t.l t. t, (II 

alo (t t ron. 

n 1 tt' 11- youra , 

.•• J . l'<'xel 1<1 1n , Jr . 

,-
/!'' I -
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

M7 dear General Wa\eoa: 

I u aao~oalng copt .. ot the t ollowtng atr1ct.l.7 
oonttdantlal deapatabaa troa ._taaoador Blddla ~lob 
haft bean marked tor the l'rlo1dent: 

llo. ~071, dated JUDI i, U39 raport1ng raaot.1on ot l'ol lah ott1o1ale to Berlin'• preeant attitude toward l'ol&Dd; 

No. 1063, dated June 9t U39 oonoarn1ng aot1•1-t1ee ot Geraa.n .UbauaAor at Waroaw. 

Encloa~e: 

Coplea ot t wo 
deepatohea, aa 
11at e 4 . 

81noer&l7 yo~re, 

J- l. - I 

Br1ga41er Geoeral Edwin 11. ll'ateon, 

Seorete.rr to the l'reatdent, 

'l'be 11h1te Ho~ae. 

-

) 
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DIY IliON 
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ENCLOSURE 
TO 

6/29/39 Letter drafted .......................... . 

4DD8IUI:D TO 

3 rig.. ... Ge.n .•.. Jf .at..e.Q n .................... . The White House. 
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11 Jnot: llt>Otl ~ft >f oll" t.~"1nlrl ~lrcl"n 
t.o rl1 n • 11 Gun :z; t 1:. 1 tut1e . 
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" cr t or til t.• • 

lUI 1 t. • C. 

~ r : 

I ct 

r tl " 1 tt 1 u • d of"loLr le I nrn l nYn l t. t tlloir 

r®ot' • o to lln ' e curr t ttl~ do u;.~~ ln ntf11ct. 

t1. • "ollm. 1 linn: 

·•lt Ul t.t.at < llll' ( •• ) a not.1ocnt>lll d<it .n tll 1 

rGn •• n offiollll· 

• D Ill' natlo t.l • t r G rlln • rou to uort- pud•l 
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t rn!rt~ r~oe.tly "tG!en tu.., t'lln!; •or4" t-> r ~ , 1/ 1n-

f1r~ot:y t. cl'.>tt ~ 4u 'Ue •· l t•h COL:!Itoe.loM r hou-nl<har4t nn ~ 

olt' • , t t l'.llll • otu4 ""lCO~e T"-Oj,)<'ninn or -TftLI -

rlln '"' <~t1at1 111a Wh An t1 "1 "oro utnt r; Derl l (II) 

o r.t !.nuea co • act •••Y .. at. t. e .::te roble wt tn 

t.l;rptJC)I 1ner1Tat1oe. o r P'O"OOiltlv ... tetl•l ha lr ~-~-1 .. ; 

"·• lb1 rppoaro tn be dl'l1b.,ra t n!;• ""AJl lr.G ooola 'l -.oldt~r-

lnr <-tr~• by turtl "r 1rr 1t• tl ng • nrnrv 1 ti t r tt• •t to d~ 'Ort 

to Oland lewa or olla < rl,ir ) h !f1 in O.run)" . 

I"Toa tJ,., t'l:>r •4111 • d1aolo811Tao , I.ynioPd t1 o 1 Pl'eao1on 

ay 1nfor M t e r11ol t a t thCJ dt.oropa 07 bot.,eo rlln ' o orda 

&< d actio: • oe>U \llla OM ln t at tao 1 ' too ... ~o cr .. d .oa to 

I r lln ' • •m_ll,.a" . Uor oover , they orr f r unlt tu nr!'ll.t t)at 

o"ltU enoe ln any Olg)TftRdon ur t nt "' tlon or polio)" ot , r r t 

~1 th -r or h l tll!r or le enao~lntoo . 

n•8Jleo t t'ullY ;roure , 

710 
.ltlD/ia 
(In qui ntupl1ont e) 

A. 1. rrex~l idf l o , JT. 

• I n t 1e oor.no oUon , 1n<'~iell lee4•r • l.ar" 1 !or s • t hat ur1n' ••t tlu'e,. 4e-ra t-e: 1""• ~.an bern oha .. 4 traa '"""""'" ovrr the ,,_"'"'' _ .. ol1•~ bord,.r . • t >u,• o:o~t o.- thll~ t ad no pnper a , the Pol1ah vuthor1t1~n At • bQa7.)"n took r 1t7 nd r~ra1tt~4 t te, t o ,.nt er l'oland . ooc;rtl1r•r t,o ny eror ,..,.nt 1onod 1nror- fl.ll t e , a bout 4, 000 Jowa o r >'ol la OT1f:in l lYiq" 1 ~ ra&n)" T" OII" t ly r80n1Ye4 ordora •o ,.,.ou• t " 'r r r.y . • t .. ,r- nt a 110 \toratood '"·• t the olllll' !loY rna'!llt o.d -rntod rl1t til< t 1 t would l:o-.n Tf'cour a e to r"tf lllltoJT l'&ftlU't'D ) oul~ .1188 •XJ•ulei un Of IC'W& o r l'oliob or 1Q11" til) a p l ace ln lerp 11y. y l nfOI""'.nnta tld4"d t heir eat i -to tl rt t >arf' WilT& about 20, 000 J'ewe o r l'ol lal or1g1n our-
r .. t ly 1• ' ab1 t inf< r.~riiWI)". lOrA or Ul a ae had pa n porte l n order ; ot.l re be4 r.o paper a . 

r 
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Curr nt PNI"'r.••n~• 
baaea o r .... 4 la 

oollea :uea , 6 1 td 
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88 tn~ton , D. 0 , 

-..~tr : 
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I ha.., t ' • 1 o110r t o rtron <; r "'ollowlnr ohallr'Nitlon. 

llll 4 \a etatt1 -..."'1 h.f, ve "or 

atllffa of lianiono rr'rreaenUn•• n ntll:l:ar ut t!·a linka 1.11 
• t • ohain or • nU - t; uaa810n tor on. 'l'ha o>:~bauo~or ' a 

prosru 

• • ew.y aprotnta4 IOV1" t J-r.bau•• or l••r • o onl'14on ~toll)' volwatnoroll t • o lnforr.aUilr t!.At oanow "'"• • .,..,.., th11 t the r rn la,lon C leta oll o•r1tala t ro\lllllout •U'OPI were , p..rllll•nt i lhnl.matra llae ' a illatJ"loUona, oonouotlna a propaplln4a ODI>"l u UIO'I t l • ir oollelloNIIII 1 tl vi .. to weallan-l nc , I t not breU:i up , ti ll aa t 1-ac41'•••1on front . 
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, 0 t D 1' r ln , " mt- r 



- ~ -
force a , y • :rvod don r.~ ur1n 11 efi.J.l.~ B 

'ec ow•, wo.Ud bft lort t • ttt ro:r: v 

o lvea. d r ~t tiel 

1a! r • " l1rdt o 

l U :< • 1 o" I • 1 11 <'l rl Vllr t. at. , 1t o\·nnt 

rl • Ll t , r o , r: '7 0 t.: tnrr" , U f'l "11 t't.le 

f(tll<JI n'' 

ro; u ... 

'~·b• lrvt ol-.,t , olt n potr.ta vut t •t roo\/ , 1vnr· An 

opporf>u,1t)' to onnnt ol• ••t 

rl tn.!a c.nt. r :1ce 

1 blt~ r.Y\dttnon o"'" U 1l c J' ~1.,_ ,.. r r " rt a !n t r t! J • 

,,ralry lt nxtnr'IC1rr: .JltUI(, ecoounO<'l ~1un 1. t'rrft at ft ·U1 -

t'oT Cit' :r 11.l)r.a 1 ._, o an t i - a. :r•attlt.J o 'ln ('!' la rer..ork 1 ~-

1ctttae 1 rli n 1• k•, ir cloan \,utc O V f 

u ly ••·• 1t1.. • P•:fOI olofllo 

po~tl""!".ll t il t.1 JW't Oft I)Of f#lr• 100 . In th1" o •nn~ction , o l tke 

1· tlr. t~• 
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1 UNitea i n erf.,ot t.A> t , tur pw lft88 f o II 0..1111 

t1 ~n , ~>nc!on ~t1 .t c eft Yt1bl7 r" >r" t to n Nit ext t et, 

l'lllta'llj tu ln Yft no 

oor.tlll' t "" 1thr ' a <o.Jr . lad 1 Co o• vnr , 1'rl:n nur:r t 

tt ren t l'c>m <>r u.e '" lo- •llllb 

ee t eatt tlr~t , r II lvllll': a rinllll I' ~ 1 ro.t 1~n t o t " rlak 

..... • 1'1.4 • 

1 e rt."<l ln eon!"ld r.c e ·~e 8'oba t c e o! l e r '1! e , T • •• 

I (1~o~rne4 V '-' I. . t. but ro•" t"JCO t l uru , U1UJ were l'nf t l y 

1 rt~naod , 4 c rr. 4 - 1 aoue OIIGCa ObYl •11'1 

la lr. tollt. nt .., d oaseae<ta o c &rl1d ll(l , c Yl ..... 

710 
,.TJB/ i a 
(In '" tu lie t el 

" ".Pectt.Ul y Yt•ura , 

• L.Der. 
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In reply refer to 
Eu 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

llJ' doear O.neral. 'tfateon: 

I 

I aa enoloe1ng oopiea ot t he following etr1otly 
oontidential deepatohu troll .uabaea~or Biddle which 
have been marked tor the Preeident: 

No. 1080, dated June ? , 1g3g concerning ottioial Polish reporte on Italo-Ger111an relatione; 
No . 1186, dated June 28 , 1939 oonoerning the propaganda o aigna oonduoted b7 the Gel'llan, Japaneee, and ian Ellbaeeiea l in Warsaw. 

Enoloauree: 

Copies or two 
daspatohee, ae 
11eted. 

yours , 

Brigadier O.neral Edwin K. 'tfateon, 

Se ore tar,y to the President, 

!he 'tfh1 t4 Hou .. . 

f )':> ~ 
\ 
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llepartment of •tau 

•uau.u l 
DIYJIION I 

ENCLOSURE 
TO 

?/18/39 
Letter drafted .......................... . 

ADD&UO:D TO 

Brigadier General Watson, 
. __ _The •.. Wh L.t.e .. li Oll.8fh ......•. · ·· 
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ro I • 

rclc a are : 

I ) <>"'I rae~ b:o • i¥ ' • o d.U tt1t. t 
" 00 •• 

U6 r 11r . nt .t •L l1u: lroln 1 rH d 1 -

··~u to lln 1 l" • l'r ! " 0 t c .1. fld 

ltD ol t•rn J t.: " :rln lll o• u o11 : l/ nvolv nt 

1 " .... ·t ,y r • a1 I • -lll::><~o ' a r 111 Ti -

•Y t ton 1. t: ,. 1 '1" n 11<> 

l1n l 
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011 I Ct 0 I l ·"1 "'"'111 1 1'83 1116 
0 I lo:c •to lt·clau , d .. »Birut 88 at 1n1~ 
rliO •• r In r. II I ft :,or • olin - " tf,,r ur r-1 , 

(b) r roo t.: 0 r Qt ... 1 lrr.o"' 1 
trh en Jur I'<> ... "r ... ,.. t; ) 1 lc ~· thet 1 r , 

v nn atudlr~ t:1l1 t T7 t.LC • J• . " t. lu ~ ur lr. -
r t.1 ort1oar , . dad to y IIG Co ~ ·-• 
1 - C ter , J)rOIJ.l' a'; 1e 

0 """ "1' la 1 t"'" 4 'fl>U 

r uchltac "'nol~nt"llblo o cern . L4Jrwv•·r , i!.l noo• 

r e a "' olls.'l c: r t-rutr~ t: ny, oz:. x1e 1vo 1 ut 

In 
""• r OOft 

r r t 1 dlo-
Ml tlo , W118 r r!. J7 n tn t!o b8 

•• a ... atrta"' D .,-roun«ln,• 1. t.lnr . 

a eet~ :1. ·aura , 

1-
/Ia 
·u \A< lion to) 

• , lU.r r told ok ra ;r<~tt.o<'l """ havlr,c ut.e • r a Mt BCt1 ut.J.ov J.1r. 011 f"' I tl ~111 J"OU Ol! J t.O 4o 110 . 

•• lc: 1 r ua.on tuld / ubleoal: l u., t O..IJI!hia l.n. n w•a • n a•t r Ia ""'n lt0<1lu , tor ~ boll"'d Ia ""rto·• upor. ultl Je t llt:ll e • n ca•t •a ""oo=be4 o I:Uled anl1 t n on , htt. •hn t.l" nt 'l'"· ..., 1ot~d ~ · Hll~4 lx>t' .I • t tl>e 

ll 

\ 



.ubJaot: lor.a Ml&umed by pro~ganda 
oaapa1&na or •x1a bn~ l·punoaa 
bb adaa liar.; obaorvootione 
tile raon . 

The Honorable 

The ~•oratury ot ~tate , 

hah1ngton , 

e1.r : 

I baYa the bonar to rarer to gy daapatob 

No. lOSS or luna P, 111311. C011plc.a.t.a.ry pro;>a

sandll ollllpa1pa or Ca.m..n , lap naae ems Italian 

lab .aa1aa bare .aoncat . oliah pol1t1o• l ao ~•ll 

aa d1pl o...at1o oirol11 lltiVO no> oaau.:.~ed rollo...inc 

!01'111: 

(a) Oe~an ~b~aay , prad1otinc t bnt a probable 

bra..Ja1own 
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braekdo>.n in J1#lo- \lni• n naorotla tion~ would. re

wlt ln Brit.tn•a o.;aln tO ter:uo ltb O.nu~, 

orn ol1ab oont oota ,n4 rcpre .. nt &thea ot lal tioo 
and t tea oaapoeinr nti-a~raaa1on tr>nt alt'..Jt 

~tn too t r out on ll,b o~ ·rlt ln•u •anolr~le

"hnt • 1ol1oy, 1 n th.t an nglo- Oar:a...n deal ~>ould 

la Yl tha.a to t 08 lODe vel'!8aDJ' 0 8 Ytn41otheneaa , 

&>add. •• Oer~~an ...,ba.u:r ;~rop&6'lft4• oont 1 nuea to 

etreu 1/ unlilcallhood or Br1t1 eh or t ro nol; IOlpport 

ot oland in "'r OYer '..nua, a n4 t./ d.ue to CIO!Il>ill.a 

tion of' Oel'llany' • oaapdf)t or •oreapln, oon ,ueat" 

•1•-a-vt. Taut , and "OUD4 ' • n ent••..J. aoano:Uo ex

bau tlon , ::.lllld~ tiCUld. t 11 into Oellle~ ' • .and.a. 

(b) .fepeneae 1mb,. a ;y b~oe.lnf toraotH t "t !!!!. , r 

tbia ;yecr bo a a4 on predlotlon ot 1/ br• lCISo;otD in 

~o-F.>1a el n ne&otla Uo:>a , Clue to .1oaoow ' • end 

London ' • ap orahenaion over oonae11uent .fa p&.neee- ' .xi a 

tillanoe; and 1/ oonae,.uant AD&lo-Oe......n deal; 

emphae i &ea Tokio ' • d iainclinati n t o Join xta a l 

liance, in Yie • ot Tokio ' • prater nee to r ... in 

tree to de..l dlr aotl;y and. blletarell7 111 t !l Lo..Son 

r tbar t han thro~h Berlin a e 11ia ally. 

(o l ItAli~n ISbaaa;y• a ~op•, nd. ~~binea 

a t o re:aent l oMd " lir:;ea• .ttb tt~pta to li.lll con

t. ou i n 'ollo'l 1111d Gi pl o..atlo >liroJ.ea i nto r opoaa 

b)' 



by dhola1a1ng '-Xh war intention.e in relation t.o 

Italo- l r ono 1 d11'fenncea or the Oonaan- .•olieh d i e -

p1.1te o 't'er ' anz~.« and e o::aorza pa .. at:ewa;r. 

In connection with the t'ore~~:oin , I ilicoern in 

1117 con't'erat. tiona >'ith 111 colla cue 11 t. h t u oon cart in 

t.horeor , repreeentin' ~t tea in the enti-a sreaei on 

front , the ebove-o1ted propae~U~c!a 1B " out tint fairly 
deep" . A number ot tho~ a re 1apreaae4 to point 

bordarin& on o .• nrua i on . I n raot , if thei r ttituc!e, 

aa 1aJ)a rte4 o..nt14ant Wly t o ... . tinda r eflection 

i n the policy or their reapeot1Te Governmentu, than 

I ebould be inclined to loo~ t or roluotanoe on the 

purt or tho ltottar to c1.1t all t.Mi r bridge~~ Y.'itb 
Garmany , 

t JDB/ab 
710 

r.e apeottul ly youra , 

A. 1 . Drexel Diddle , J r . 

Co~y to ntbuay , e rl a . 
Copy t o lmbeeay , London . 



~ orPIICU14~,._ l'O 

~·C'TAAY Of".,-ATC 
w~o..c. l , .. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASH INGTON 

In replf refer to 
Eu 

~ dear Gener&l Watson: 

July 26 . 1939 

I am enclce1ng a copy of Ambaeeador B1ddle 1e 

strictly ccn!1dential despatch no . 1121 ot J une 27, 

1939 wh ich was marked tor the President. A memorandum 

or a recent oonvereat1on between Kr, Biddle and Polish 

ott1o1ale regarding current developments le attached 

to t hla despatch, 

Enclosure: 

From Embassy , Warsaw, 
no, 1121, June 27, 1939 , 
with enclosure, 

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson, 

Secretary to the Pree1dant, 

The White House, 



Brigadier G~neral Watson, 
· ·····- -·~e;··-~1:-~"ei""JP.r(jiUfiji§"~· -···· ··· ··· 

WI. e. IOYUJf • . llff ,..., ... Orf"'ICW 1- 1()33 



UVI, l'ATF: 

o . u:u llar,.aw, Ju.,• ll7 , l?:o 

• ubJeot : or .. rr' -~ o re,.,ntol o . 1130 , 

Tile flo ornble 

r. tr : 

luno ~l; ; l1 ttttc)l,J nr. nanorn""dun on 
.!&!!J:. 4' horhcm by 'ol1ah r<nn"l'o 
Ciiitul ., 4 n[Uto r 01"1'0 118 r Ofi'TC!lll{' 
o)t, nooa ot ow-rent alt Ull t.ion ' • o. .111€ to e Wal" • 

, 

I htYo the ho: or to rot< r to ny 4ea,at oh llo , ~ ot 
1/ J uno CO , l ' :so MC to n tteoh huroto " •nornnclWI ot "'Y noont 

oo~nreat.t •~tl :"adht1o ovPrn...,.ntal ~ncl l:l111tarr olrolea 

..tooreby 1 •• Joyal t1 o opportunity ot "l1aten1n11 ln" to a 

aenral h"uro ' l2.!JL d ' hori;on. I wu thua aneblet to gdn 

ot " 1r tr.,n4 or thou ·lit ln rel•Uon to the 

·honooa ot t.ho oorror t. nt t ut1ti 1n ' o oonlt\f· to o \lOr . 

::e,.,eottully :your a , 

l!nol <:l ure: A. 1 . Uroxol •144lo , lr. 
1 . . enor n a4uJI 

7!9a/eoq/1a 
fT" ,,~49\+ .. ..,1 4J ~~t e+«t' 
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.1WlO t7 , 1~39 

In a r eoant l.nforiiUll but O• tiC tlel oanYera11~ion 
with a rrou, or 1 toi"Wd, bl -rt u.:.lrr r.o,.. TtL:..Jnt ot
fio i ala ud ll1l1t1 J7 • obot-!U .. , I anJo,oe t.le oppor
tunity Of " l htUn llC 1 " ~ t' •lr 1.1 !IU l nr JUt loud" 

ln D 118'¥eral h~•re ' ~ d' h"rit;an . tb.UI rf'hled C'IO 
l nai rht to tholr tre&Je or tbul• ht lD Nl.Dtlon to tho 

ohanoe a ot ourre·lt ~·W"orean (.eval o'I'IDe'nt e ' con1np to ft 

wer . 

':'he toU:lW!~B 1n erteot nrre111111t a the aabet noe 
or ey l•toruante ' dleouu l on: 

'1\:) tlle!r a•na. , it would be c1ftloult to 11 uldote 

t.l•• our-re t oo tllot or tor ooa in .:.uroM tbro f',h ot"too
Mnabi' ond dl plOl'lllo:• i n t..rt tho dlrtoronoee et at•ke 
did not whoU7 oo otHute mtot-hl ~rnl>loc.a . Indeed , 
undltrl)r1nf l.e 00 r ue t wre t w dlaoornl'>le . buloally 
41rtaront o .>ooptlo a . ~• uz! ror1 •• ot OOrrJ\117 ~.<tre 

dotoJ"'UneG to lJ:Ipooo their wUl u~ atatea w· t oh t.'>ey 

onv18ope4 ne a '!'\nrt or ot:. en .tuel pan .. r,.rt,an to o.r•a und•r 

Ill tlur • a I'Oure1flllt7. lloJ"eent- , .Jerlln wen ted no outaUe 

1 ntOI'fOt-enoo , dthar l'i th 1 ta JatbOda or ftO(Iuirl ntr O·>Rt r ol 
oYer t hat ere a or •1 th It•• tom '>t a.< trol 1 t a1,.11 t wtah 
oubeo'jtlantly to axeroieo thorooYer . I n th1e oonnootion , 
U e ~rtt.r ot reocr.n1z.e4 r\ .o!plee f'OYorn 'c.t· 'ntern.tttif) "1 
rolati onnhipo o~unted tor now ht. in horllu • e Yiew. llt.l•ioel 

pr !nolplaa 
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pr1no1ploo hnc1 lHi.lu tool' Ul LhH O>r. ooptlon or tha 
po"or ;>Ol1 t1c1ana '> Clll:'J'e~> t.-day ('.on;<~ny. 'l"o1r ,.,ntnUt y 
Wftl cttune4 to ~ho VJn~ ,~1 ~n ot r u th leaB , a~ror -a~d 

twt·tot.:n to rttn rnd JCUbao uen t l. t'\~"llltf'tn 011 trol over 
t .oir o Jao1.1voe . 

On t.:.a o ~4 r bl\r.C , the ~oraea 1 c .r.lot "lth 
t.:.- 1,. o Oo'lt l on hnfte( ttt«:~ir tntttr tftt1 ,, el r lntione 
u,.,, t~a; r1no1J>lU ot ath1oa •n c1 Juat1oo . It. n1 ht 
aYan l>a oa1d th t t.bay looked u;.o 41aput.u erh1ag •Ut. 
,r 4 n t ur:"U:,t1o "'l tHfferonooe aa u tuolnoes lUll looko4 

u""· ·rol>lo-.a orla1nc mt. <Jt c11rroronooo 1n the IIUalnaeo 
rla l4, •n4 ln tl '• llrh t up!lal4 tho aet.llo4 or conteronoa 
r;"td nr rc»ti t.ion n a o nenna or I)Ottlou•r tor tl&putea . 

'11tlo:r '\l{'l<t be eneota4 t o -..rt1o1~•t.e •n e oon
ter· noe only lt he were .s.,l y ftlft'Ul'od 1n at.'Yrnoe thnt 
tIn "ourda W0l"8 ntn.ol"ec1" 1n 18 rn"or . 

~.;orfiOYVr , ftOft p t fln08 Of the t hOlJt ht thf, t tl.o COlifllot 
botmu , tlu t.ot.elH ri~r. 4 c1e...,.,rat.1o etrtu roull4 1t.a 
roota 1n tho fwldMion t ol c.1 fferonoo butHeen two tUver['Ont 

to wbet.ll~r t.llea• t"" c oo tlone oultl l ho ~l.ovalde or 
otooh other 111 tho olltlll •.orl<l . Did 1 t not., tharo t'oro , boll 
~own to a ,ue t1or •• to ..,eth"r the d....,oreoleo ,...., 
'llln, &4 Oftpoble or tol.arU!.nt the exlat.anoe or the 

tut.ol1t•rh n rarlll~a, and all. t hey irlplte4 , hllc1 •I'Letber 
the dW'OOJ'OOlea , 1n the 11> tneete Ot hU.liY 1 t)' , lnt.81:
nl'!.t1. .Lel 111~ ~>nc\ order, r.n4 "roo4 bun1 f\•sa~ , ftlr_,bt 

nentue>Uy 
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IV<r· tunlly 4eolde to put o:> and to til eo. 

In llno wlt this t 1ourht, and 1n ht t cnptinf' to eott

' fltO iu wiU\t di r ection !!urop<> ""a 11oc41nr, it oor ""d that 

one or the follow1np throe uvertuclltieo nirht be aX)>ooted 

to 'lTOTO tho ol\ea : «.~1 thor f ppec.ao&..en t (or tho '"llunlch" 

t:. ne) , or ro...,lution in Oern""7 (envlonr1 'I tho ~.own tnll ot 

the ln~1 rortca) , or wur, or pr ovontlon or uer by no relaxa-

tlon in tbo nnti-urcroaoio front , woO ·r1 r.o1po1ly in 11 

throo- oornei od nuol~:.tu a tboraot , lJ,~odon • 'Hrio , e uo t'c.raow. 

Do tar oa nppeoseaent wen oonoerned , the raaulto ot 

"'Ltunloh" had shorm the ! l ows in r!U oh a oourao , end the 41entt

troua rowlta eerved fto n worn~ np. UfToi•~f!'t rotur nillf" to au oh 

e ~ona ot ee ttlununt . 

Ae rogorde n revolut1 on 1,n Oernnny , thore \Yere lm])O:r -

t M t elm• nte , Df'rtioulorly ln t he "CitY" ot London laooe 

oonno<>ted ~rl th no leas IU1 1oat1tution thHn tho Dnnk or 

LllflMd ) , whoso "wiah- th1ol:1118" reve r1Ba t o politlool 

dreomo tovoid or rcal1B::l1 and rrv1anr1ne the nazi r•fli llle ' a 

downfall ln oonaoc;uon<>o or J:Wuntins 1nternnl eoonoml.o die-

ooc:t'ort . 'Ibo uuoh m,-,ortttnoe wan npt to be att.oohe cS to 

t hi s posoib1l1t y by t!le oo •etoy-ot-hon~e" flrit1oh elenenta . 

The y wore ovor- 1nol1noo , c oreover , t o tl11nlc or l'turope 1o 

ter"" ot pre- \ er GOila1dor ot1o e , ond were unfortunately 

ti.ven to "ostr1oh1ne., t.ho..1r woy t hrouNJ tbe "aune ot yenr n " 

or their 11""•· 'l'hey t ttiled to roolize , hoWIIvvr , t!lot wl11le 

111 tl11r 1 a o t or y•ent into " te1 l e p1n e tter the 1'081"008 , ond 

di(D1D 
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• loYtt lt& , JOTert.beloe4 . l e athr lrt•r roftlnod a ,-ot.nte .o'f 

, .·,on tho < r • • :.~~ a aeG o"o' o to a rot~llltntion tho ~ tl!.,ir 

"\lehror ha4 ~t'Ottell away' ' U.b • ALJor £2YI! vU .o~ t 

~1ll1n& Cor.zeD l ood, It ft lro d oedo• nroolldc>nt IJOMil• 

tu.s:a , aor.oY4ll", ~.,.~ l!i t l e r , 1"ael1nc 11tount !ozo eor• • lOf?'A 

'to r ally ••• .u, .,ort e "'~'1 1 oels:e4 u,un ... ar.olrt~ lwent" ea 

n. "bn~1.l.oory. " 

14e11J!tt11lo IIi tlor' • ha'fine "eotten away" with hla 

t. ~<ool· i2liJl •~en,t!lonoa 1• hand wi th tho Goon ore l ·t a r • . 

•lor<~ovor , 1 t ohould no t be o.,.rloolced that auri rt(l tbo 

intor'?al bet.• a•n th.e W!c1 ot the Grant er t~nd \he •••~1 

rer 1.,. , ~e scrw.y plryed " Ill nor rolo , N>4 t b.at lU ~lor ' • 

a dvunt to power nArko4 tbo oomcono..ont or on oro ob.or oo

r er1zo4 bj tbo r-atobl1eh'*'t or tho r- ·man "'7 ••• 

n>r:U.clablo ::'tic tor - 1n4ooG, 1n r.ol"''1LL ayoe , tho 1<1"111)'' a ro

r l or1t1oat1on. Tho otrioura ' corpo ware aware of tbia t oot , 

!n a t • or t10rclo 1 it""" uaoloo• to llow w1 e.' -t'l1nl:1 11(' to 

ovc.ro .e a 'nee 

O\J'ro t. p~sltlo 

r'lJ u r 11 tic cont V er,.t1on n f ••H l ur ' o 

... cr~ ":or • !'f'io 1e a t. c t or aa ~ toot-

n utra to oovur .~ loe:.\o t.ho r o ,uirOI.AntG of t ile oomr~t 

year; t.boro ""' ••lao tllo proeoo~t lu..rvoat , loll at.oul4 

oowr ftbout 90 per oent ot o ~ny• a nex" eleYeD aonU a' 

roquiro 'llulta - bo•icloe, tbe Masoa wore oapftblo o~ tur thor 

t1r."t'"' 1nt t.l" e1r bol te , lloroo .. or , tb.o inhrnal pol1t1olll 

n>roea 
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toroee oppooe4 to littler wre no~ orr~ hod 11nd luokoll 

1.,.4•ra' 1p. l'•noe, in w:na or tht ~oxt 1'1• r et l•et , 

HYOluUo~ 111 C..r " y ••• nora Ukel, ~ tbe.o betore 

the ~oc::an oe .Gnt or e .. :r . 

It, thoreroro , ,,. woro tc a4n1t tLo 1J:I.,.eot1oob1Uty 

ot •tHM1811 flnt 1 "1 the "'14wtloh" onnee, ar.d tha t e ''ro-wnr 

rnolutiuro ln r .. r.,My wore unl1koly , ~han me woo Ol)n-

rr _,J t •4 l>it.'"' ttw .ue"'t"ontt nato ,..t.•ther war 1rht l)e 

tllo o~l 110l•ttlon r 4 tihetllor • •r llll.rht be pro'fonted 

an.4 by trhet ..eans. 

In \ ta.' • oo:.nect.1oD1 1!1.7 'nforaanta rcmarkwd th.rlot iltler , 

wbo .. pol1t1ool powor do~ndod on .. ~loynent , brood •nd 

olrouaoa , nould tlt<rdly bo oxpootad to a to" now - for to 

dr aw bool a t ~h'o pol ttt " uld epoll t nduetrll\l eh•Jttowne 

ruul t1r141 l a l!A-Plo:raeat , wll lol1 wwld ""•~wall ron • 

ey '-'Hnoh !.11 ehe n.eo 'n TY ro,elllnf! the IIO!'JO tua 

t ~od ;;>Olloy . Indeed , r :>lor..,at <"orned on e ot tile 

c'l1ot plonlta i n :Utler ' o .,lot"'ra. The t act u.,t OJ:l;>lO< -

r:aont i n t.tto r.ror:t er 1ch wa.e bnftoe '"Ullnly or the nmOMint 

lnduetry ond oo ••truotlo11 ot tor t1t1ont 1one J:IODnt thnt 

Ri~ler would nocoaaarilY onoountor e arloue eoolal nod 

oo ~ 011110 oroblona woro ho to .,.,. •• to pe rtlolpoto I" a 

~rq-r "" r 41 .. l'tiiiJOAllt . rue ..... picture obor•tro• 

JU. t.ler e lO • ..... to no lea a 4•ta•• , tho extrealata 001 -

et1tut.l~f tbe "l!Atla" (oo•rrontl ""rroun~lllfl hill) -.ld 

be ·~t to recoil . T!ttt!'cr t.ll~n tooe nu ah " :-roapoot , tho 

oxtrarUotl 
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oxtre, lata n1t)lt >reao t t l"r to ruf!>lo "tho worlre" tor 

'l>ir et~kea" - t J. e crowd at111 boUovoa tho: ooulC win 

in n on nll'n or l1rhtninr 4oetruotion . 7'.rom \he atnn4-

.,oi.. t ot 1•>1 to , t.iUor cU.eht be expected to reoof111Zo t !ln t 

t'•• n> rooe were ount• nr •1•' l' t h1n • 1 t.h tho ·•&eatnr ot 

o11ol t~ , ""4 ill tho ... ,.. Hrt• t "~' ~·,ht ox oot tha t 

it J . .ro,o "r.ot by" earl)' ·OY•b•r ><! tha..t .,,.,. tho ohanooa 

or ..,.,.. ella 1t't t. .!e £bnor nt1->• >"'uld be vloort ni l . ilol .... 

eY•r, it lftle 41t1'1cult to ~'lPrlliBO ~o dtuotion tron tho 

etnn4!>01r.t ot l oric •ilon tho ottuot1on r e r tod eol ol ;,o upon 

tho whlna ot a oyoloth1'11o , .4uetr1en !'lont oll t y euoh 11a 

littler ' e . l.!oe.nllhUo lllthr nuat fO on pr ovi41 DG hie 

.,.,t lie 1 th .,!'lO;r.:~Cnt , brood s .d olrouaee . 

~ t th1e point 'lY lnfllrn....,tn o.,.,h.,e1zed t'lel r 

nnanimue opinion that t ho .nly woy t.o provont trllr 110uld 

be oonet on t vi• llanoe or a ntror'r London-Pnrir-'lnra~" f r•mt , 

' {oh otte r nll ro nroeented t ho nucleus or ~r t hod aub

••·luont l! beoo.,. '10wtt en tl.e an t1 - 11f'f":l'OIIl0 i o fron t . 

ooorcH rl£1: , :.,.,n&lr nu4 Pnr1~t nu•t "'"014 ; l'Y1or 'flrltn 

t•.. ~ 1 h t ost ic:~Teellion ot e ub t ... to their dotomtnotion 

to e 'II POrt 'oln• d 1n T<l n tion to 081'~ 111 . Uy l nfomaute then 

pointal! out that !'ol Md ntoo4 ne tho oorneratone o r etrength 

1n .aetern .uro;>~~ , llll d, it en;rth\1\111 l.eppenod to 'olM4 , 

~•te n ou.d :entral ~urope W'lU14 undoubtedly oollapea. 

Ui> •o tt.! • noi ,.,t , IIHler " •d ~>••• ~•l0lte4 on4 ll11 b t po~ 

~ibly bo ~ro~nted tro~ bornting out , orovtdod \he nnt i 

O(;I'reseton 



J 
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nrrrooeion tron L wore nll1ntll1no4 In vl or . 

~,. etro:l~tl.or 1rw n~ n1 ntonanoo or ..: •• , nt l -
•rrroaa1on troot •1r~t :lrove a 'I oxp naift o• or,.tion 1 

but it 1t nuooeedo4 1 en we • ta Ct•rll1nal polic y i n 
prav< L1r r wur 1 it >uld 1 ove tnr ohe nper thnn a oon
flat;rllt1 o • hOIIidee , 1 t a hould be !>.> ·•• in !Cnd th@t 

ftinoo lit tl~r r.lone vnul4 cleo ide tho ill~uo ot wnr or 

"""• • "1tl r 1>11d nn t>atr1r n ""'ntal1t y 1 trudi ti .•olly 
roraldeble 'lia- &-.. 1• ,..akneao but 1nol1 ad to "' ntu11ion 
nnG •""" retreat in tho tnoo r>f 8trenr th • 

J P! I r./1e 

••• • 



, 

warsaw, July 28 , 1939 

My dear Mr. President: 

During e recent discussion with a group 

of ofttcials at the f'oreign Ofr!ce the conver

sation turned to the complicated st r ucture or 
alliances . non-aggression agreements, et cetere 

thr oughout EUrope . 

Tb o Counselor of the Foreign Office , Count 

POtulio~i , thereupon showed me a chart whtcb, for 

I 
/ 
I 

conveni ence , he had drawn up tor Minister Beck and 

the lat ter •e Cabinet Chief , Coun t lJiche1 tubiensk1 . 

This chart pr esen t ed a complica t ed structure in so 

simpl ified a form that I expr essed the wish that I 

could obtain a s imilar one in t he English language 

for you . 

About a week la ter I rece ived two copies, 

one of which the aforementioned official s t a ted 

they 

The Pres! dent, 

The Whi te House . 
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~bey wouU be glad to hav e oe aend ~o you and 
the other one to the Secretary . Aooor dlngly, 
I a: ror wardiag you hereto attached the chart, 
~ogeeher wit h explana tory key , whic h ehey made 
up tor you and Which I reel may aer•e you aa, 
so to speak, "top-desk-drawer" convenient 
rerereaee. 

With eve ry good wish, I am 

Yours ra1 ~hrully , 

"7'" ""1 (?J;,u /)A ' cr 
Enclosure: 

Chart w1 tb key . 
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1. J'ol..UI.A•O.I'U!IJ· c.elnl\loo r• Mn-•rrUt•tloa of •toJ._u • 
.. l'lJIII, I.a . t6, 1934, 

c. l'eh.oa~;;~ . ... _r'"uLoe "" - ..,_,_ , J•l.J' c . u:a. 
Polt.~-~. h'o&oi'Ol ot uuutoo - ... , .,. , L117 t , te.w, 

3, "Sf''-_....,.,._, ,.,. .. t-, or ao:-.~''"'-'•• •o.S pe•oorlll uul-\ 
or .u .. ;•'*• .. .-...... ..,, •· tt:t. 
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..,., Of' , I 0 It:"~. 

10, ~lt-er .. o•, flU Ot 110!1-ffhtdon 111.! ·~-Urattoa .. ~U" 
lllftll l!l , 1t ... 

.1. ~-t.,. ... ee. ... et - ..... ,. • • :r • .,,. 1•. 1f3:. 

"· ~07'•l' .. toah•h. '7UI\J or rrhllh~l~, aGC.Ifft'4UlOII, OOUl'l 

PNUh..ro 1114 •oaoU111lOA" 
!MlQ'U. .;t. "· Jn!. 

1~. t'lu'lliJ-~tl. ~ .. ,, or rn•ahaup. "'.....,,,.. .. 101• 
• r•urnlon •e1 c.ot~olltatloa .. 
&af:or•, Oot. lt, \93!, 

n. :u.rutJ ,.,...u .. •• AnnnttGo coa .. nt.~o .. 
Of LooM,.., 

1, Po1a.n41•r'r-.net , 'l"l'oi\J or .... ~\Ill ,anshu .. Loodoa, 

r.l ... ~f· :-r .. tJ 1 ! 1rUt1'toU .. • Lo.UO•, !Ill•• 

Doo. l , 
lUO, 
1, ltta. 
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1>o1. 1, U». 
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0 

Olo. 1 , ltlt. 
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l'ltha.f ... --!•, .., .. ,, •r C'O'""''' .. - O.ao••. 1111.. lt, tt;,1, 

••• .Lllla-. ltnoaaat •t ...._,.. !, lttl, 

nrtu:ad ., fb• Ttii\J or 1•1•.r•u•• ot *"' h. 
1916, 

J't'. r.lu...., •• 

1 (1) J'o1•s•Pr•n•• .. i.llluou •.cru .. ot .. 1arh, roll . lt, UU, 

J t•J J<olut-.. l\iM.a.h (1 .. Hl). 

P:'tln .. ...enall.ollo-.ull o 't'NUJ or ''"'""' ... r» t••••J• 
hrt 1 , lie. 10, 19:4 . 
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-.,.. 11 , 1Ut, 
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coa..-.at1ol or Allln•'-• ot ••f-U , 

~!~:i. •::::!!. by 'h hot or \ h• 

'· eu.:'-OOlO'ft.CII'"""--all. eca••tto:s or oUt••• ~• ••r••• .. 
I\IO~UIIt, April 1~, 1t.ll; 1.rha<CI4 

bJ ""' "'-~\ ot tt. Ltllll b ill fila. 

1 

l . t"'!SI" .. ,.,..tlel. "'t"\7' or utut 1 ••• 11 t•.en 

t:eSI"'=Ac~lel"d;;11, :-r .. ,,. o" -~ .. •l u 

... , .. ,h. l'lllt ' · 
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l , GI,.._Ji1~. 
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Poh•'-.... t.oa' -ta\1'h• 
·-ato-""\.·••T"t!':o •-
11Gl•all-hnt •-I ! lk'\ t•t.·u . 

C. ChebOIJO,ado-~11-
:g.,.T .. ~ C" ~~Jtlooto, 

lt1llou Pon. 

.ou .. ucc ,.. \&'~ tort&.111o• 

·~:~~ ,.. ... :01 ... !At..:o.;.etl , .-.t. 
·oe-ffaUoe ,.. '" !"ttatttoa 
•t •f.P'O••loa ... :..eo., :1117 c, 

19:~. 

( , llwl•· .. o.U ttl ~-.c.-"'''· : .... ,,- hrlt, t-4, a.t. 
lttfl:, 

ttn1• at-t•• 

' · •~nt•..cucllollo1'1ach- CrftlllruJoa " 
A T\l••l .. wla. o' - Gon.ou, '•t..to , 
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tirMI ... TII(OI)Itll.

~1&•-:-.n..J, 
hn or th !!th•a ~~.,..,._.lAc ... 

ltll•••· ,.~ ••. lt.!4. 

la.ltl• het. 

f , "'t1'tl• • tU.li<Utl• 
l!:llillll • • 
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!" 
\ -~· \I DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
'(' \ \.L WASH INGTON 

In reply refer to 
ru 

6 '\ 

II.Y dear Gene r al lfatoon: 

I am enol osi ng a copy of Ambaeaador Biddle' & 

otrictly confidential despatch no . 1097 or JW>e 17, 

1939 reporting t he reacti on among Polish ottioials 

t o t•ecent oonolliat or,y etatemente of Bri t1 ah of ficial s. 

The deepatoh President. 

Enclosure: 

From E~baeey, Warsaw, 
no. 1097, June 17 , 1939. 

Brigadi er General Edwin Mo Watson, 

Se cretary to the President, 

• 



J 

• ..,.artmont of •tot. 

ENCLOSURE 
TO 

Br1ga.d1er General Wauon, 
·---':1'-ht>--WhU.a HoUet·--· 

··--- .__ 



r)(]ptlc -ro 
110 , 10V7 oro w, Jc:J~~ 17 , 10:30. 

ubJnott n otl<>ne or l1 1nt; r ok lll!d 
oloee ll8aoc1 ~ • • ell roc oU na or ot ..- ol!a!nnte in Toll•!& uftlol l c cl t.> reoi!Jl~ 

'!'be Bo""r t ble 

a lw or oo c l ll \. -.• •.a r~~n.o • ofllri'-lm ;.~JT~tru. 

v 

lc.,h1r1 ton , o. o. 

I hfl,., !.ht' >::or ~o rf' ort thll t tn 411voruet nftorte 
t• tool tho r;;lae u~! ollllb ortlo!<l c1toloe' ro•ctlon w 
.;r , Cllt. bcrl 1n' , l<>ro'! &lltOU< ' a , w1r Jo:u> bon' a 

t t eolc oont1nuoe to II 1(. ht. NJ;r • eul~n I F<•lo~d l n J.o ~o>r.) 
or 1 r . c 

p •rpoae 
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purpoa" ~ urrnu• "h lt• l n ~•••• or Lo don ' • rc.:~r 

•tell" ltler polie1. 

OC C ll 'nl' 1 or h alOliCllt et:n o1 teiS '<n"fl 

1rcl1noil to r:rk thllal' a r.n1l1fltor;r a t\.rra ~""'11 to 1 

t ot1onl ov" putly ( 1 ) rr,r lin e ..... ~ llo cln1ona ' cone• p

tlon , br.d ao nuoh , r. pnl1rt.1vu to t' >•" lnmrmtn 'rlol 

a tlll olun to '" app .. uamlllr t vo lc ;r ; (b) w o t ru .. t 

JU.tl~tr ' e .vl•y-up o1' eno1ro l ~ .,., .•• ; ouA (c) to trll n 1111-~ 

"bo•.tr.•••" or- lob WDD aur:on·l n f7't. wor - Jlttnre . In 

t ~a 001 tto'tlon . 

cl t o ':!link o~ tt • concU •' o~ rlto1n'e 

Yltnl t .... ~. i nt<reata end tile ~ffeot or )'TOlO eel tomalo 

t h•reon - tot' a~tcr 11ll , uainooa "~" hi illy nftlltJi ti "' 

one! waa opo:-et1n " 0Pr M e xn.,pt1unnl otr"i.: . Lor.rlc;.n , 

.OTOOV8T t liud J>Ol !,tOcl OUt to •Ol'Of"' tl t a.. utir U t.lun or 
• xaeaa1-.aly h i h ...... rink 1raaurtWce rAt"• L t lt.io 

ond otl••r watera !.ad bran lo<)rl<i 

l ollai trade in p rt1 o~r ancl 1 Ua: p1ro trn~ a in 

,..,.n:r 1 . I .: mrare , bo ..... ,. , tl o • 1a flU ol.:.er.t i n 

or1'tc. l cl:-olee l:.e " blo atlll rbora truap1cl na 

put ioularly in 'I'III'CJ'rl to lr. Cllu>bor laln. 

'l'l.ia .... ., er.t 1J:;o.1noe to tael tlll.t • t t o"rt C \>t!rl•lr 

a t ill c lln ·a to a11 .,.,, euo .. ~nt r ol1oy , thot 111 llu ltod 

IJ,e ••• t1 - a11,reulol roro~• ,.., reeMt aroly "aoi!L•ry in " 

111Bh- uh11't chow" , put on t:u ~rneftrYII h i n o· a r• t1 .. wHh 

llrlti a!• ubll o opi nion on tllo one h•nd , n~ t bri n 

W.rHn •~ t l>llllY to a oor.rnrenM t b " o the ot.: .n: hnr.d . 

loreo.,er . 



• 
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l u,..ouvat· , t:,.oy o.ro 6.pJ,)rfltottna lve leat os Fell 11 : t~Ool•l'l8 

1¥1 rita1 ett ino ""ar" ovnfartoblo !•OSition l.o tft1'lllll 

of reor A tent , Chnr}rrltt1 •1 ·ht f' thf' orn apt to rflel 

hu could ot ~T w 'lfObble , nc! • ...," ~ar •opa ret.rftut troa. 

hie fl." OM t ,.oUoy. 

t'hiltt t.t,.. ~rorr '1t.1 ,nod olo Ant J.f\. r- t d .S. tn ttut 

tl.o "'in 1 uq ono o ~n ~· ti- u toeal '• J>Olloy io to 

'brin ::.1 tlor to rroeon t 1.d tl.uo vrovnn.t •·cr , till t cy 

fo l t t • t, tJ f'IY t' r c ' b rlo1n ' t~~ tuo t parru.t ov r -

ea r ~Get' le t to l Cl ~ I.J, to ovarpl.to7 ta Lru d o t ts 

eoorft , nc1 t?'tua "'~ro~o coetl v ~or " ll 11 ta • tt !'! c .not of 

n ti - a :r.rneoion t'ot"o~ o. 

orrtOY1 'T , the nror,. ntt nnd. "'lrtn: nt obh(1ro d r•ooila 

"" to 11 ttlo 

Ot(a t: Dn e.n 1 vit ti.., to olr la urd --ruJ oe to tt .d u 

o n.fflrftllot!l \ttl. 'bltank ch~o s" . t .c~nP~ , r,/ r.osturoo t 

t.l l a poi t lot•P.: 11 en •>r ttl..111 rloln ' a r41o t 1 tt r ne-oa 

only l'un·vr t'UrtJ or t,.u l-:'1 :~ lr t 111 1 rnt 1 nuop1cio ~ r·t 

hoa not .>o up1od Czec •. oolon~.1a ond ~ "" torpn4ooa (Lt lno.•t 

t oparurily) Chu.. b• rM.u' a «nv1af:t. ·ttd p .. 11r.n • L.: ocrloi "'' h t 

h ...., lto n r~aGy ''t.o hurl oolor.1n• a t h1 tlnt' ' 8 hofld" OJ 4 to 

CO!"''fJ: to trn~e tt'n .. • •~in ~101 • ltn~a o ned u b:r 

ropro .. ntat ivoe 



• 

-. -
rco~reoont •ttvee o r l o4 re t t r rtttab 1 u trlee ur r~ 

I11 < elt..,rlnp; t "torn ln; .. 1""" nd In J 4 'llll 
'ri r10\la lliiPIICt a Of • o,t. ' a I:"I!Ce t oa aturea , I to 

not ~· rlook t.t r ll'.o;llbood t. t c 'b rla1 • a I llt.,~ · a 

M~ 1. )~ I I' I 1 YO or o o o111o uttflr Oflla rroat~ t leDet 

11r tly " t or the (' a t n:- t tUll or "tnT TD.POt1.DdlJ n 
1 I tl•• Dr1thh Tor~l n wr 1o< 'bf!t "'' tie roroas IU14fld 

by t..f! "l li"' .. 8 !:! t-1 t 1 .ed ' T }Ttl.Cflt Un t d t • 

ro rce e l:nr ded t y •r. Vll'laittflr t . 

.., . eot r tlly f • 1.L%"8 t 

710 
J' / tm 

I u tur.1o• t •J 
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In reply refer to 
E\1 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

\_./ 

Uy dear General Watson: 

f 

I an enclosing a copy of Ambassador Biddle's 

etrictly confidential despatch no . 1169 of July aa, 

1939 concerning reports that a settlement of the Danzig 

dispute might be negotiated. The deepatch was oarked 

f or the President . 

Sincerely 

TU bng Secretary~ 
Enclosure: 

From ~baoay~ Wn.r aaw , 
no . 1169, July aa , 1939. 

Bri gadier General Edwin u. Watson, 

Secretary to the President , 

The White House . 



'" 

" 
Br1ga41er Oeneral 

E4w1 n 11. 'iVataon 

·---- .-



J;o , 1100 .ern-, lu T a· , 11130 

1l.jeot l ·~PP1"""4!' tln" 1ft 4ouopato~•• •• · 11:10 , 
lulT 7 , and 110, , lu 1 10 , 1 ~0 ~ 4 
oelll"• 'o• . 146 u d 14'1 or .r • 7 to and 
81 rllareotlYft1Tl I'Ur1. ~ oba l"Tlltlona on 
(a) nwora ot e...,Ur.t1 na > er to\ ·h•l 
~-4 (b) o· ·011a r~ot1ona to Torot~r a 
propo .. b to 1 'U'Olr llrdt l Z'ftporta on 
Luneon ' a r•not 1.•ne r~pr<!l ns• poaalbll 
ne ,c-o til' tl •r.a . 

l)' 2 . $3'5'1 
'OR _,, 

'!'ho •<>norob1e 

•• lorton , D. c . 

11rs 

I ha•,. th8 h011or to r~l'ort ~at , u pointed out 1n 

•1 d.foapa t cllna oe . 11:w , July '1 , ond 11157 , 1ul7 ll$ , l VIIO , 

t .ft h1r t\11 \•ftf't f 11 Of .r"JDOrO rr~ VRriOWI QW rtf'tf! t 110 e 

e pp ftrln tr. ertlcl•• 1a t • r11aa , ~~ ~ err ot •ltbPr 

t t .... .- ,.,,4 r.l.n •ere 1n t oo1.rae or"" "'~l•tl .a or 

were 



• I . 

:;or....,v r , 1 """re r lal c nt.tnt 4 orrurt a tot. b7 -
~ \tic 1a l'!r nc eb.:J t a re an~"'Hl a t.t.l n t t! er or , 

• 4 I b) •, "" ' • u '"eel artct•tn w rtr 4 ' " o 1 
Tokyo 1 t. " • tt.a ...., •tt1ooe \o-ru nml1AU.r. 

r .n • ltr :rr.:"O" It now ao-a:.a , OJ"~tt , 1. t. n :a 
h r 111 

l t. 1a nnl7 no ~urr<l to '"" eot. '-'v t. ~eao t•<1l'1D4· 1.: .,. 
ao.,nne nt'torte t\1 t NYO tvtll" r:;un4l t or r\CIOTo , r.e 

ld J ll tlfl •~4 tl AJ"e\.o . In 
ta.ot . 1u1 l r,. d)' nt. t r-t\ mt. , r: re• \1 a a , • ro'~ h : r . .o-
ore'lr 1, !'"11 C"Or '""'"' de:: t. nf' tJ:" f\i"nXf' fl..ltJJ " • a r.t 

"II 1ta- lh~ <I ' <~~M1 (W''> 17 Cln...- o to o . 11117 ·•t Jul,. 
lf>l lD ~ " 1bm or r.lo "" -n~lnr. it , t 1 eo -
Oll>iYabla t "'t t'• -tr. t..,ute air.! t bP n,..,H """· 

J no t~ , 1 ~ fii'Y r , the t o or t. ,. nmura • 
I r. root , o .e 1ol e oo~e4n4 in "• t.•tr r. u l!! r Chn I) t n• or 
t" olia• C:Ov rn: t ~• a rucor to ti'e err or. thot. ttlor 
•• 11 DtHJ 1 to be l ote4 J ro ld nt ,, tho ro• Clty . • a 

tt r ur root ' ...... n"h'"'' "" .. 'I ~•rdft)' l.t.e t ' ite 
• nrt tro t. " """""' r \.t •r• n rlln nlr.t> t •triva to l .our
ore '-' Oou::dl! , u.. v r:y teet or ~noll 110 l.a>rP')uttun would 

r~• r e&t!Lt ~ 1 41\1 oe1blo vluinUan o~ Uta tr"eor.~ ,<>11 UoDl 
""c1 Jw-1Gleal at.at.;o c4 would '"""" !. o "• p:·o;r1a to r"n~neo . 

I 
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I let.or tr>u e t.Mt at t .e rr~•• o tor noe the 
11: • ot 11111 10 tl:e c lot c.r u.- F.Jr id;D ,.... .,...,J •d• 

ao~ r :;;arJ:a rwre or loco c lo • 1.: eaa 11M a c that , oa • 
r•ault. , " • ut \. .o ...,opa))er o , J.urJ•r 1\Tftr.nwal<i , alludll4 in 
a T & • • .. 1 t..oret.o . lnoa , .o-...Y r , > t\U"t'·or J'Ub 1oot1on 

I••• tbua t•r boon I'Uido Oil t),., aubJeot 1n t·" lutornel r.ao , 
I •~ 1 .ol1ne4 to baileY~ that th~a• ronnrka nor e 1nt on4ad 
oxoluelYOlJ ~Or t.. • "brftlr. ,. .... 

Un t.'lo otll<-r "" :d , •• cabled by Co:..-ul JrUJk.,ndall 
on lu.l1 19 end b:r CJ&Ol t on lilly 20 , 0t 111,.1 t"r "orater , 
puT8llflllt. 'lUer ' a l na tructl •'" • • c . .,,..,..4 to lAai'Ua i1 ·h 
Cowslaoioner t l o lett.~r ' a ~rOpo81\l tb~ t rv .. w 8P:J' .. to 

put er-Bftl'lln 611'fllr "no .. 1n ftbftyanoe. Thua tn (J'uly 20) 
~rll.n ltea tailaol to OOI!m4uicote t la .,ropoalll t o the rollab 
Cl;)yor n;..ont o• t.l"'r U r oot..ly l)r t•r->upt orator to t • ol iah 
OOD:'O! eoionor l n IJanzlg , Tl.o Oovur:v:ont hea nev"r t1 olaea 
bf!oo"ll aware , tt.rouch 1.oc!1rect o on ttl a , of \.he au at 1111oo 

ot V• , ro,...oo.la ( •"• .:y oab.lloa o. 146 o r :TillJ 20 ftll4 147 
l)f J'llly 21 ,., "'rtl r aubat> :ooo ,~ thoaa ropooo.lo knd .,... ..... 

rell.ai •IU7 r.eotlon tho> rat.o ) . 

I1 all 1 tlo• to t"o•• ,...,....,., • W:dob 1 r "<>rt.el! 1n -.:1 

aror-"ltionn4 oablea, P..ol' 1• arte4 t~ .. tollowl.nc 1n oon
neo tlron w1 t~ '~'oreter ' 1 nonY~'rutlo " 1 th Dt~rokherdt r 

llerlln t.ed rr.,.u"J\ t l7 1ftftd ita t.aotloa airoa V•rob ; 

it.e "~"II or triclca" . ooord:o~ly , ~ r in heol atart Pa out 

to 
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t o d1ao••d1t lolnnd 1n ·u~r ~, •• • •• pot~nt1al rt, t i 
~ n to allen•~ I o Mil rro liri tain a~d 7r rtOe J wt.11n t.ha t 

torce; 

i n turn prov"4 i nl' ,.ct1v., , ;erUn bad tr1"~ t tlaoJ'fl41 t tt ... 
•~"torn w•era 1 l'ol.And • • "1"" bJ p-adic ti lll' t hfl tonoer 
would not WJ>f ort l'ol1U1d l n 1 oonn 1ot oyPr ha:r 41t1'rroaoea 
with llemany, ?n111M to ~ .. t •n,....,..,.o •1 t h t!da 1 ropo,.nndn , 
llorrlb \hf'n triocl • dhoradit l'olJ>c<" 1n -•tclrn Z:uropfl 'b7 
1nd nunt np Pol.. ~r w11a a1l1Vnt , ~aa:tlve, ane as ao Hn11 
to pro,.oke • o. •ntl1ct. u, v1•1' r un throWlb t ' lia round or 
taotioa , l>f'rlln Wile r"pa,.t1 1" •eo:. phil .. 111 tur n . llow the 
S..r lln r rope ..ada taotorlee were 1aap1r1"1' r ~o"JOra a1 •d et 
... kine 1t ap ear • a t o~ •· llerlin wanted w n"co t.1ate and 
araow turned 11 door eor. I n Y1"" ot the ror .. I"'1 ,. , l..,ok tl'lt 

t het .1t ler ' a mannftl" or kppronoh, tbroURh a Onulol tor to t ho 
Lear.u• l!l rb Co 'alea1onw 1n T ":l , ina teed ot tl'lZ'O\If'.h 
CYailabl e d1root Ohlll.nole - t or..,.d 0"0\.llldO tor 11\18p1C1oD 8>'d 
oollad tor oautl oua oone1dm·at1on. Loroo¥er , ~ook reonllad t hat 
durin& llurolchardt' e laat Y1a1t here, ho had oeutlo ed hin 
leat l n hla eerneat .. rrorta to aerft t i-e oauae or neaoa , l'orlli 
ali")\t subtly uae hln aa M tnat.nL- .. nt ot r..,....., rollcJ. 

Ot "ertlnnot 'bfoar t nl' , 117 i n tereot 1a a.~POcod by a raoont 
rorort trv• a OOn)l"tont aouroa that both Par la and ~ndon have 
roc• tl.y lnto~J cautlor.e4 •·ar•IIW -. ... tnat ruat.ir., 1 to 
tolka wttn Derlin. In t tlla oonneotlon , l t aeeae t a t t~• 

Br1 tl8b 1ntell11"noo ettrv1oa learned t.~ tot 111 t l er woul4 r·r ater 
t o atn~:G .la tal lla wit h •ar••• JreY1ou11 to "!. u rmaborr " . 

'l'h1a 
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Thill r ~ M • • t.1 Y tn 'I 1a " 1n• t~ ttrr • 
poll 1ble Juet.t ~or Dn:>te~1o (If alt.l ~ 

to !'l"D I >thc:r ~r " • l" 0 1 nt t. :Jl~a 1 w 
liB t1 t.1on , a 7 1 oMrrl7 ':lOt . II v" "-=a:! Oft\;"frro 

w ~·llt1 nv. uttflll ~mGn '•Y • 1t .,,. " l~ •J~" otn " . 
br~a <1<>"1!1 1n ot.1attona r.: 1• ld u " bv 417 loae "" 

0 II poestb .,,. oe t 1 nl~ ta, uo c at 
a: c11tn ru-hln r 1a """' c" r 

1 t. o 1"1 '""'"~ 'f a •11 "1thor 

•tl4 ...,on t. t. lle l!o u-11! " n. r to 

\ I \7-e • 7 ""e ll e.,• 1. QlDI4 tc 1 ;II t. prOYft 

jJrDYU04:•t.1Y 4 Uo ey ra d a1ro 1.. I. <>1 e 
\ 111 '" t"lJ I. Jll.n ~ t '-1 t.\k ft Yi .. -0 - Til'l • JU : , Uey 

art-~ n~ ., 1 " l,.ot , tr r"'" t. r ' ..... t1 • 
1\1 l1 • t. la po1nt. , t.te tl 1 t. " 

trap . t v1•• .>!' 't.hft te fNCplniOM 1 ~ ,r,ror• . llnd tl 

111 ttOuld .. r r IIIM!IOW ., • t b t., ~ ll ~"cr• 

" n:oi Ill': ! 0 ver t1 " loo 1 ton .. ttl t . 

. " T I r n•1v <! \ln r ;;;ort. tr'>d "!. J 

t.:r e \ t. o~a • •• b.,.l ol • OYl lll! 

bw ~li~IUS 1>.' t. eU~nn d fj• aol1 1' • ropr ner.utlve , 

r ll 4 boo ;,uld t • r.J~, or y olin - n=cr 41oc•• 1 ~• 

" lo 

c.r :.a r t 1• 't ,_ • e. it. WU\Iltl .,... t. • t 1 r . C 
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Vnt.1cnn ' P r• o " • • ... rort.s ere ~· 1 t t · r M n ow 

t b~~~· core tranquil) . 

1 •1 o n c t ton • lt • .,. tur ,. ":01nf1 it 111 •• lt r.et1ng , 

l n reviGwir • the phaeee o'l' 1 ooo. ' 11 1 ~t1 tud" vie-A- via 

itt r nee•, to note t t • >n< o ' • pre-

l1rdnary • ttl tude .. no cl.e r aotrr L::;od by "'' ettWlJ>t to 

l)tl toh up the eo diftf'r< nooe t tl;e '"'rl11t11t rooa1blt1 

it tt e oea• e :>f tlre , l.o •" r , .._ cl e elearer 

unllerstund lnn or c iroUL'lll t WlOOII • !..ln~un • o r r.rt , t l lo .,re-

l lnin11ry phaee coYa - J" to t•.e eboYo doeor1bod 110ro reolletl o 

gpra1aa l or t .., e 1tutt1on. 

710 
JllD/OJlt{le 

(In qn1nt upllootG) 

A. J , Drexel D1ddln , Jr. 
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--t,..cerJ!•• rro111 t he Dept. or Bta t e copy 

publiehed in Foreign Relatione or the 

Uni ted State~. 1939, Vol. I, General, 
pagee 20'-208. 



THE UNDER SECRETARY Or STATE 
WASH IN GTON 

\ 

Augus t 10, 1939 

My dear Mr. Presi dent: 

In accordance with our c onversation on 
the telephone of t his mor ning, I encl ose here
wi th for your i nformation a memora ndum of my 
conversati on of yesterday with the Pol i sh 
Ambas s ador. 

Believe 

Fa1 btully y ~·s, 

f_l_ \~ 
Enclosure . 

The President, 

The Whi te Hous e. 

) 

\ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

MemOI'anJum of Conversation 

D £2 

(?. I r: !..., -\ 

DATE: August 9, 19~9 

SUBJECT: General European situation 

PARTICIPANTS: Count Jerzy Potooki, Polish Ambassador; 
the Under Secretary 

COPIESTO: S , A-B, PA/D, Eu 

... ~-·-

The Pol i sh Ambassador oalled to see me this after-
noon upon hie return to the United St ates after a month's 
at&Y 1n Poland. 

The Ambassador stated, first or all , t hat he • ae 
grat1f1ed to be able t o tell me that the morale 1n Poland 
was admirable, and that he had not detected the slightest 
s1gn or hyeter1a nor or nervousness in any eeotlon or 
publio opinion. He said that the attitude unanimously 
aesumed by the Polieh peo~le was tha t it Germany rorood 
a war upon them by threatening the autonoay and inde
pendence or Poland by the taking over or Danzig or by 

j eopardizing tho integrity o f the Corridor, the Poloe 
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would fight to the last ditch to preserve their in
dependence. He stated that this reeling was eminently 
strengthened by the intimate knowledge which the Poles 
had, through their familiarity with what was going on 
within Bohemia and Uoravia, or the treatment being ac
corded to the Czechs by the German authorit ies. He said 
that 1t was notorious in Poland that the Czech male popu
lation had been classified by the Germane according to 
categories, and that many or these categories or Czechs 
had already b een removed from the occupi ed provinces and 
had been taken to Germany, where they were being sub
Jected to fo rced labor in the cons t ruction or f ortifica
tions, roads, et cetera. 

The Alllbaseador stated that he had been equally 1m
pr essed in the Villi ts which he had made to England and 
France with the great ch9.nse llh1ch had taken place within 
those t wo countries since last year. He said that 1n 
England particu~arly the morale was now magnificent and 
the rearmament program had reached a point or the greatest 
ert1c1ency, 

The Allbaaeador stated that the Germans were pursuing 
a policy along the Polish frontier or attempting to break 
down Polieh nerves by continued concentrations or German 
d1v1e1one. He said on one day German d1v1a1one wo~d be 

\ 
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concentrated at one point on t he frontier and a couple 

ot daye later there would be a simi lar concentration on 

another point of the frontier, but he said that the sig

nificant t hing about thie waa that the:r we.re practically 

alwa:re the same Gero•M divieiono. The Ambasaador eaid 

that his Govem11ent wae aware that in Slovakia the Germane 

were exceed1ngl:r active in the way or llillt arr prepara

tione. These preparati ona, he eald, cons i sted pr1maril;r 

or the widening or exiating roada, strengthening or 

bridges, and the construction ot new reeder r oads lead

ing t owards t he Polieh frontier . Within Poland itself, 

he said there wne little evidence of mil i tary activity 

to the average observer. He said t hat most ot the maneuvers 

were carried out at night, and that these operations were 

conducted with complete etticiency. He said that in the 

event ot war the Pol i eh General Stat! had determined that 

the:r would not l i mit themselves to a defensive war, but 

would undertake an ottenaive campaign in order to pene

t rate into German:r, o.nd that, With their highly mobilhed 

rorces , par t icularly the oav&lr;r, t he Polish Gene ral Stat! 

beli eved that t hey h&d a reasonable prospect tor success 

in ouoh an endeavor, 

With regard to the proepeote during the next tew 

weeks, the Ambaeeador eald that Col onel Beck was inclined 

I 



to believe that war would not break out, He said it was 
Beck 's impression that Hitler was becomi ng gradually oon
vinoed tha t the risks or a general war were too great tor 
Ger many to !orcs the i esue and that, while Ribbentrop was 
still continually tell i ng Hitler that England and France 
would not tight over Danzig, the Polish Government knew 
that the German generals had informe d H1 tler two weeks ago 
tha~ while i f the war could be limited to a war between 
Poland and Germany, Germany would win eaelly, if the war 
invol ved England and France the German generals could 
gi ve no assurances or any kind to Hitler as to the out
come . He said that Hitler waa beginning to get informa
tion from sources other than Ri bbentrop which was l eadi ng 
hi m to reel that England and France would fight w1 th 
Poland should Poland fight on the Danzi g iesue. 

Beck believed t hat Germany would probabl)' not risk 
war over Danzig but would continue tor an indefinite 
period lts present policy or constant provocation or Poland 
wi t hout going to the extreme l imit. Seok beli eved it 
wae tar more likely that Hitler before t he middle or 
September would bring about the downfall or t he Hungarian 
Government, replacing lt wi th a government oompletel)' 
subservient to German)', and then spend the next six 

\ 
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months in amalgamating the position so obtained i n order 
to aake it easier tor Germany to attack Poland when the 
time came through Hungary and Slovaki a end in the same 
manner obtain a more preponderant poai~ion in southeastern 
Europe. 

I asked the Ambassador what solution hie Government 
saw to the present situation since it would clearly seem 
incredible that mobi l i zation and mili tary preparations 
could continue at the existing rate and that the entire 
world be kept at ita present stat e or extreme uncerta1nty 
and of anxi e t y f or any protract ed period. To this the 
Ambassador made the a1 ngularly unconvincing reply that 
he thought that 1t' no war broke out this autumn, the in
ternal situation in Germany would become so serious by 
midwinter that Bitler would be overthrown by the spring 
and some more reasonable regime would come int o power i n 
Germany before next summer. I asked him 11' he had any 
reason to think that public opini on i n Germany showed 
any si gna ct extreme di ssatisfaction with the present 
regi me, and he stated that he had no specific inf ormation 
to that effect but that he knew the internal economy of 

Germany waa so precari ous that the utmost measure of 

d1esat1atacti on was inevitable before ma.ny months had 
passed. 
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The Ambassador stated that on hie return to the 
United States he had stopped orr tor a few hours in 
Berlin to talk with hie colleague the Polish Ambassa
dor, Lipski. He said thet Lipak1 had told him that 
tha refusal of the American Congress to revise the 
neutrality legislation had had an eminently encourag
ing er reot upon the German author1t1ea, both civil and 
military, but that fortunately this had been counter
noted completely by the announcement made by the Govern
ment of the Uni ted States or i t a termination or the 
co~~~mercial treaty w1 th Japan. Ambassador Lipski had 
said that no one could exaggerate the consternation 
which tb1a step by the United States bad created in 
Berlin, 

I aalted the Alllbassador 1f he had any information, 
or what the opinion of hle Government might be, wlth 
regard to the success of the negotiations now in progress 
in Moscow between the British and French and the Soviets 
for a poll tical and mlllt a.ty agreement. The Ambassador 
replied that Colonel Beck believed that a political 
agreement waa improbable, but that he thought a military 
a.greea~ent would be concluded, I n reply to a. ru rther in
quiry from me, the Ambassador said that the Polish Govern
ment was informed that the Italian Government was con
tinually counseling moderation on the German Government, 
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but that no repres entation• or any kind hod been 
=ade to Poland by Italy with regard to the Polish
~er:nan si tun t1 on. 

The Ambaaoador told me explicitly that there 

had been no oon•ersationo and no nego tiations ot any char
acter whatever between ~ermany and Poland wlth re-
gard to the Dan~ig i ssue. He eaid that the Polish 
Govern=ent had deliberately refrained tro= making any 
approach at all to Germany because or its oonY1et1on 
that 1t any auoh approach were ..ada, Gera011y would 
construe 1t aa a sign or rear and or weakno as and 
would adopt a tar more vigorous attitude, 

The Acbaaoador stated in conolualon that Poland 
expected to get a cash loan from ~reat Britain and 
f'ranoe 1n add1 tion to the ored1t a alread,y arranged. 
He a aid that Poland' a great need at this t1:ae was pur
suit planes and raw =ater1als, particularly cotton 
and copper . He aaid that a oortain amount or the la~ 
ter oomood1tieo could be obtained from Ruaala but that 
Ruseia was not in a poa1tion to supply very much, and 
that it was tho =ost earneot hope or the Pol1eh Go•ern
ment that a03e arrangecenta could be made 1n the United 
Statee for obtaining these raw materiale . He eaid that 
hia Government tully underatood 1ta eituation in tbia 
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country on account o t the Johneon Act, but it hoped, 
nevertheleaa, that eome we3 could be round • hereby 
credit& aight be obtained tor the yurchaee o f theee 
auppliee, I told the Ambaeaador that if he had any 
def inite suggestions t o make, I should be glad to con
eider them. He t old me that he would talk with me again 
about thls matter. 

I n general the Ambassador seemed to f eel that war 
•ae not i~minent and that, while undoubtedly a very 
aer1oue or1e1a would arise before the end ot August, 
it would probably paee orr tor the time being. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In repJ.r retat• to 
. . , ., • • 15 . Eu 

My d1ar General Wateon: 

! am enoloe1ns oop1ea ot the following otriotl¥ 

oontidantial deapatohle from Aabaeeador Biddle wbioh 

baYe been aarked tor the President: 

No, 1172, dated July 26, 1939 reporting Yar1ouo 
oboerYationo ot Marobal SaiglY-RTdt; 

No, 117:!, dated July 26, 1939 reporting the Yiewe 
ot the furk1eb Aabaeeador at Wareaw on the proepeote 
ot war; 

No . 1176, dated July 27, 1939 oonoerning a 
•••orandua on the international e1tuat1on aa1d to 
han been prepared by Sir Jobn 81aon and Sir Horace 
Wiloon tor Prime M1nieter Cbamberlain'e oonaid1ration; 

Enoloeureo: 

July 27, 1939 concerning the Po11eb 
udeon-Wohltat onYerlat1one. 

1¥ youro , 

Oop1eo ot tour deapatohee, 
a• 11ated. 

Brigadier General Edwin 11, Watoon, 

Saoratar.r to the Prae1dlnt, 

'ftle Whl te Houoa, 
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'!'be llh1te Kouoo. 
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~>oJeo t: 

' ~ . 

Th• i~norable 

fRJl'LWA'l'L 

araaw , July 26 , 1 39 

~ .e en U n ., oatle .o . l :)t ot Jul~ 6 an~_, 4ea etc~•• loa . 1104, 
J~n• 20 and 111~ , June 24 , l iJV ; 
e .. bn . •• • r ara~;&l ..-1(.11· t)'da •a 
ad : 1 t1 nal ~ nr1d• n Uel o baerutt~n• 
on: (a) ~he ~··• t111d ex~ent u t •olbb and ·~r .a11 .o.~blli .... U on •la-e·Yl• one 
ao~ ~bar; (bl t 1• n cuaar, .r r.anr coa)bl llz.e r,r c.nrllat with o l an4 1 (c t datea 111 connactloo • ltb J r.&Q 
caneu• ara; ( ~ J t. uara1 •• e ta ot 1&1 11 t a r • pc~lltlcd ;-l et""• in ....k l n4; lal • •1 .. ~e u t o chanou or war - GO,- ; ( r) cllll"1tlut1oll thereor (aou ,le,."ntl f14 hie r r•r obaar•atlona ) ; ltl bet one :>t war 
pr" ntlun . 

I 1 tY 

rh• ..,rcre t.er7 or t• te , 

aahln"\.on , • c • 
.... 1r: 

l tlaVa tha hJOOr t O llUWh:.>nt II)' ca:>h oO . 13~ ~ t 

July 6 , 1 p. m. ond •1 dae};•a\onea .• oa . llv4 or J une 10 an4 
Ul.; ot June f., , 111.19 , and w r -.or t l t • tollo i n• >ara
~ragha the aubat•noa or ~a rehal .U&ty· IJ<I& ' a •dn.H I nal 

n, ldantial .~be n t1 na: 

• • r.t 

• • 
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n Hal 4aJ• • F a ural .t 17- .~ .. o "1rl4 n tlall7 
oha•·•o tarlr.•~ t he o u r u ~ 'l111tory a ot lvl t l oa .,n both 

ro'l · ~ c • 
re•otlt • • euoo••• l • • e t rorta ~'a Ut e art or ••ch a.l Je to 

- toll n .a tl!ar In t r~ o r DO b l llaa<l u· ns th; t cr axa!> 1e , 
• lan ol•nd ha d c oncantnto4 t wo hlal na In •tclnlty or 
t h• ol1a - rnan rr Uar , t he o ...,;ana th~ l'eii i.X'Il oo ncan
c,..uc tb r e a on thalr I d a ; h llu d lata l roll ~ In& t hla 

tba . a nJU.Dt an \ !'1111" a 14e ; 
t llua .. ob a ida hllJ auooeaal vel , a ~a p ,ad u 1 Cb a t r tnt>t h 

o••• r , the 
UIOUn t .J C l'IIIIUI ro rca no• In th e fl a ld • ta - 11- 'fl a tba 
r oll ab r ro H er o:>ulc not • • Je t ba r ••rdad aa .n 1nten-

r n t roo • e ra now ,raa uall7 C.ln-
oentr atln4 I n tba area vla - ll- •1a oznao - but to da t e no t 
t o an a la rain .S acra • . or .,., ,. r , " r r o n\ r eporc.a 1 .-

011 tad • all b\ 1 nor .. a o I n troo p llOY8 oanta In tba r~• U u-
Op;>al.n area - b \1\ no t t o e n alar.a l ~~e an n t t h..a r .. r . 

The 'ereba l than l a'lftr t a4 th •t oc rHn• • Ilia :>lnl 

"'d bla ..111 tar7 ax ·~rta • uU.,.. \ a H wou 14 te •• t ha ,.,,.. • n• 
two waaka to IIO OI U :ta toro .. autt l ola t t;, oo11a \0 r rl r a 

• wl t b oland . 

• 

Tba 

;.ooo r 41o& w lnro no.a tlon troa ot ba r ooapat nt ao u.ro .. , bo••• • r tba ~~~~ olr roroa I a In o"nat an \ r aa3 lnaaa tor aoti n ai t na r t e> t he a ut o r oan, a o GalcaraUon • blob, to ar a1 D4 , a l o»t ba•a l aportaot baar1n& , r o r e xaapl a , i n • • • n t rl in ••ao\ual l 7 al b~ aud4anlJ 4ao1de ~ reaeo t a raaw 'fl t b an ultl.JlUUill . 
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l'ha &ra .al \• an ala t ed ''"*' bl.a 1at ll l oa ral'OrU 
lnclloauJ t lAt : (al ll le•••• or aba.noa r••Hacl on lar&a 
10ala tu ••r ,&ft otii e.ra oorpa dtirln, t a •• ~ wolilcl \~ 
alnata Jul, (u I pol tad 0 11 I r avloua wrltln&l , nd 
(11 ) tlla t t •e ot.,<lent cor a n • ,,._a&a4 ln barveotln aol!ld 

h ave Nt..rned ~o tbatr ru eo t l"a boiOI a n t era by " "u 10 
and , •• t ba .. atud nta we re reo•r..la to , they -auld be 
raacl:r tbereupon to an& &e In .anouvera, 

Co.-.an Ll n& \.lion u on lobe .. ore &·neral oapaota :1 tba 
lll llhrt- l)Olltloal lot...- l tba •dna, tha arabal u 
llaat ed thu obano ee ware 6u In t avor o t war and •o • In 
rnor o r the . ,... oa tlon ut war t bla j aar . ay we or o.art 
rtoaUon, oll"Ol'l&.antary \ > th~t •'lob 1 reuorted ln a:r 
aaaorandua a H aohed .o cl aopa tob No . 111\ o r Juna •?, 1•~9 , 

be pointed ou t that t h r o"tlr eoan te4 , • ...,.ny•a atrata,Uo 
yaar1 at t ha BOllortt H waa only reaao na lll e t.> adalt tha t 
clao plte ciao lara tl on a or lnna .. a.A J>Ub llo u t \ ar .. noaa 
r a&ardln& aount1n1. atraojlt h or tlla an ti - a paa.t .n tr~nt , 

tba 1.11• at l ll ba4 tha ad&• . .s ... a , llowaur , • •• orlc ln& 
a t;aln at ' r aao :r a ncl a ya or ,ortoe would ave roWid tbe at u 
ta ry atr*n& t b or tbe anU- a ::.;renton rorou pre tty wall 111 

balanoa dth xla a\ren, t h ; too y.ara llauoa 1t woulcl WI
Jc>Ub taUy b " a a..rpaaaad .u:la au a&tb . 

1 ""' aware , aorao .. ar , tha t tha arallal Ia In aooorcl 
wlth .. ok'a o~a• lotlon t. c a aliJity n .,. r t or tba ant l 
•i~•aa lon trout 1o a 1~ a t aod would orove tha moat 
err oot h a .oU clo t a to r oeny ' a ax~ana1on aeplraUOI\1 , 

'·hay 
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•hey bO th •here the l>eller Llle t tilt. .1.1 th e onl. len suas e 

..,loll Ill.! l!t auooeed ln J>eltlng Utler , bo had thua far 

npl.,yed bh emed ro ro e 100r e •• a bla o.c••e1Hns lnet ru-

"' nt than e o a reoto r lnt ended t o oo"'e aatually to gr ipe 

•1 th formlcleb le • t r a nst b . 

!lo n n r , they both r eol tha t t!Hler, a l e rt t or 

o -.nlnga , would u be 111ll:loJlate e dvonuge d: ony o1gn 

o f wea /cneu " ' o.n:r 'lOln t olon t he llot1 - a p,gr eaolon rront • 

. 1e apeotrull;r y .. ur a , 

?10 
\JDB/ eatv' 1e 
(In quln tuplloate) 

• TUE Sf:. 
ORIGINAl~ 

Jl TRUE CO" 

A. J . Dr axel 'ltdJle , lr . 
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No . 1173 a~rau• , lUly : a , 1930 

SUbJeoto Ob .. rvut1one or depart1nr TUrkish 
~baeeador on proapeota ot wur i hia 
diao loeuraa oonoernina bia !browell 
oonveraat1on with Marshal s.it 1y-Rydz. 

The Honorable 

S1r: 

The lleoratary or St"h, 

Washingt on, n. 0 . 

I have the honor to supplement my deepetoh No . 

1172, JUly 1!6, 1113 11 , and ne or pertinent bearina to 

report th~t just yrsvioua to the departure ot Turkish 

/~baaaador Tek from this poe t (to tuke up hie duties 

as Ambassador to Tetro) , I had o lengthy~ d •borizon 

w1 th hil:> . 

1111 bad Just p.~ id biB farewell viait to lo:o.rahal 

Sci&ty-Rydz , upon wb1ob oooua1on tbsy bad axobnngad 

views on the trend or 4enlopmenta 1n the Europau 

pol1t1oal arena . They had round tbsmealvee 1n aooord 

on 
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oc aoe~ pointe dieoueaed, wt~h perhape one elis bt 
exoeptioc: t he Yarabel had ••~iaated the ob&noae 
or a war t hia year a t I~ whi le the A&buaeador oon
tl~ued t o plooe the peroantace a t 55~. 

~oreover , wbile tbe warsh&l poin~ed ou t that i t 
would t ake the Oer=ano a period ot z waaka to mobil ize 
euttiolent rorou t o r1ak Ocalllf to sr i po wHb I'OlADI!, 
tha A&b&aaad~ wo.a aware t hat the G411'114all a ir to roo 
otood in oonot&nt rto .dineoo tor ootlon. AOoordincly, 
should Hi tler evectuolly 4eoi4e to "haTO it out• with 
Pol .oAd , t he re .. 41neee or the Oano..a air roroe aiaht 
oonceivubly teapt Bitler to reeort e ither t o a threat 
ot or an ao tuol a ir boabardmeot, in a prellaicary 
otace, durin& wblob tiu be could be aob1llau1~ and 
nevin& hie rround rorc•• tor a sacaral nt t aok. ln 
avect Rl tlar oaae to euoh a dao1e1oc , he al(ht 
po11ibly preaont 'a r 111w with nn ultU...tum contalnin& 
n t!ma ll.Ut or an;rwhera troa 8 to l ll boure . 

Io tblo connect1oo, t he Aabaaaodor 1aparte4 
that hie U111t. ry At t nob4 had recently 4ieolooo4 that 
aooord1cc to oocr14ant1al aillt ary intalliaecoa , O.r 
many•e plan ot air attack via-l-via Poland env1eaae4 
the eapl OJIIInt ot abou t one t boi.INlld plnnee, attaokLQ£ 
in tllptl ot 100 a t a tlae, twenty minutae apart, 
The plwn, aoreover, ect a i la4 the iacediat• daatruotioo 
or canter• or ooa=uuioat1on 1n the tollow1AI order: 
ai rport• , r ailway at utiono, br14aae, telephone , tela
IJ'flPh and r adio oectera, etcetera. The oaraaa p,..r&l 
etatt thua a1 .. 4 at cr1ppl1DS the Polaa at the outaet 

throuah 
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tlu-cuch the dntruoUou or all OOIIIIT.Un1o .. t1ona. (tih lle 

the Tll rdah .ab .. aaudor retrdne4 trca 41~1&1A& hie 

I 1l1t..r7 , tta oh'' • a .. uroe or 1nroi'1Uitlon , I - derini t.l7 

1nol1nod to bel1en it wu the Ur .~<tt.o~ or the O.run 

~boaa7 hare . I underat -n4 the luttar, Doer1q ' a looal 

mut.bpieoe, h...a reoent.l7 e4opt.e4 a "11M" beet ohar•oter1,..4 

b7 payoboloaio~l terror1em. lndoo4, I am nwuro t hat ho hda 

latalJ been opontnc hio aouth TeJ'f wide in ...n effort to 

1naUll reur in "'l1ab o1rolea , aa ... u as .... o..,at hie 

oolle1141Un . ) 

The Aabuaaedor then at ~t•d be wae 1n a ooor4 wit h 

tbe ~arah.l • a Knd &ook• s opi n ion that aoli dit7 a nd firm

noaa aaon, the ant1-aa«raaa1on ror oea repreaontod tbe 

beet ... wrea towar de pr en nU !lll IUtle r' • r1•1<1A& a 

war of lOIIfl duration. The Aabo u ador tel t , 100reonr, 
that ehould the ant 1- aagro ee1on toroee auo oee4 i n 

obookillll IUt.ler , Hitler a1£ht Mek to full b110k upon 

no&ot1ationa with tbe potenti ul uppea eere whOD be un

doubtedly t olt wou l d a l waye be gl ad t o aooomoduto him 

a t le•et to a oerta1n extent. Should t heM appe•Mrl 

tuil to reapond, howe'rer , to hie beok and oull , Hitle r 

might oonoe1Tubly 41& hlmeelt i n behind a g i santio de 

ren31Ta belt and drop ba ok on doltnt out reM rn et ooke 

ir p1nohe4 tor r oo4aturte - thul to tide h1JI OYer t he 

wi nte r . 

Tba Aabaa aador then obMrn4 t iiA&t 1t wa e not 1n

oonoe 1Yabla , aoreoTer, that When the ant1- aagrelai on 

roroee , piYotins on Orea t Br1ta1n, •1'-ht haTe co1ne4 

tba e .SC• on r t boo .Ui e , they a!.d>t preMnt O.rii&Jlf 

w1~h an ultllllltwa 4_,4ln&, .. on1 o ther t a otora , 

oer~~any• a 
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Goraunr• • inmediute dlaara&nent and par~ioi9at ion in 

neco~iationa loolting t o • sanonl ~ropoan ae t tleiiUint. 

ontll1lin& pouiblr tbo reatorat1on o r .u~rla, to include 

perb.iapa !l.lYW"i" OUid .UT~nl>llra , •• well u tbe rouorat1on 

at Ca.oboaloYalda, AJl4 tbo return or Oenoanr to tbe ! ..ally 

of libe ral ""•dint' na tiona. IUUor, h.,...nr , wu aw..re 

or t bia poaaibi l itr, and would undoubtedly t a Ma t hia 

poaaibility into aonaideration wbon detorminlna hie near 

tam OOUTM. 

In aonoluaion , tho Aabaaaador oonourred wltb =7 

obaorT~tion t hat , fro. Borl1n ' a at.ndpoint Danzia 

appeared to be ocap&Tati nlr a a l do-play in the • Jor 

same between Berlin and London - t bat a ooo1'41nal7 Berlin 

waa t aoUoallr bu1ld1n& IIJI Danai& aa a rooal prouurina 

point with Yiaw to roroing (a) London into appeaMment 

in a "bi & war• ,• and (b) to brin& ibf wareaw to tema. 

It wa o mT turtber opinion tbat it ,... llerlin ' • doairo 

at lout to nwtral ia. Poland, i n oa A t he latter • a 

reain.n oo proYod too bud a nut t o oraol<, wHbcllt 

Mrioualr "blooding" the aeraan ~· 

• In -r opinion , Danzi g , from t be Gorann standpoint , 
oenu Berlin i n i ta gmo 1"1•-l-a; London , lil<o a 
button ooMeotod w1 tb a biih To! • line l ead1n& into 
London . Wben Berlin wanta to atir up jitters 1n l.ondon , 
1t prouoa tbe button 1n bopoa t b&t tho hi p YOlt&Lo 
cbar&• lli#bt wooood 1n ah&Jd.n& l ooao t.oc4on •a c ra op 
on tbe obJeot o r llorlln • • larf'or aapirationa: oolonial 
oonoaaaiona , Goraanr• • priority in t ho Balkan• (poaoibly 
in general o !roo band both in laatorn and Oantral Europe I 
acme new !1n.aoi al a oooaodati on ond, aaong other t aotoro, 
a aottlamont o r lhlr'• olai.sa aao.lnat rranoa. 1.\adwbila, 
Berl i n wO\IIS be tael1ng tho pulao 110 ro 1n t.on4on than 1n 
war aaw an~ ahould Bltler oontemplk tO nopot i at1ona 1nataa4 
or rooort t o war, ho 3dgbt attoapt to l1a1t t hem to 
bi lo.tarLl linea, with Tiow to axolud l DS w.raaw , Buoboroot, 
and other a ntl- •sar•••ion oap1ta la therefrom. 



- 0 -

Tba J...,bui~Wdor oonourred o441n• that Whlla Berlin 

wu u~lnt to I t th~t .u ... w raoa1Yo4 froa •~rtoua 

41p lo-...tlo ~oota .. bro~4 raporta ~.1nt1nt at lllrl1n 1 a 

w1111D&ftaaa to na,otl•te t ba D~•la 41o~uta , oe .. rtba

lau, tbua far tbere b.d bHD no 41reot aU'orh on 

8e r l1n•a ,Htrt to lniU .. ta 111 ot.i• Uono on tbio aoore . 

In4 .. 4 , be •~• oon•lnoa4 ~ oltu 1144 IIIG ordera to retr~n 

trooa 41aouuina WIY Wld a U o.opea ta of tbe DWldg probl111 

(!lreatlr w1 tb tbo .Poliab OOYerllllllnt. The J•buu&4 <4', 1D 

otbl r worda , bal1a•a4 Barl1n ••• ot•l11n& tor t1~ until 

oOAplatlon ot allitary prapara t!QDI 1n Danz1&, a tm.d at 

...,!A4 tile J'r&a Cl ty a ol tehl, oape.bla o r 4atan41GI; 

itoalt a~1nat ~mytb1n& abort or a .... Jor a ttllak . ~·aun

wbila , Berlin• a acaa 1a 11•4 (a) a t lull 1D .,.,rauw Into 

a ballot tbat &arlin 1• beaCDina aore tra41ns- than 

f 1&btln&- m1n4a4 o•ar DanzLa; and (b) a t oraat1nr un 

1lapre aa1on IIJIIO~~&•t t he . aotern auplt..la t bat ar.aw 

18 atubborn .. n4 unwlll1Dc to nlf!Otla tl . 

710 

JJDB/aaq 

(Lo ~u!Dtupllo~ta l 

A. 1. ora:rol 814411, 1r . 
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llo , 1176 araaw, lU.ly 117 , 1939. 

Sir: 

OubJ"ot: llecorM4WI by oo-aut.h~r• 31r John 
(JiJIIOD ou4 J lr llorooa •U•on , au'-! tt<14 
tor Cba. 'berl#l n ' a oou1 Jer&Uur 1 t..r4 
llaUtax' pol!oy "" t r ate4 wl~ t .at 
ot the IJL <>c- 1laon RZ'OIIP ; boorl n ot 
c..ora.ndw.a upon eubetanoe or J.ud eon
•iOhl tat oonYf'raat1ona . 

@11 iiltL 

The ,.1,eoretarJ ot o t te 1 

aa.:-~.-tnr. t.ln 1 D. C. 

I hue tie o . .or t o ro ort tc.at ott1o1ol o1r olea ' 

1ntereat hare 1a 41aocrn1 blJ onr.ot.o4 by oubotono e or 

tollO"'olllll otlll unoonr1,.,..4 rajl<lrt • ,J.ol\ , t.lloll&)l not 

o_,1oate4 o~o1allJ bJ lon4oc , r .. one4 here tl\rou&h 



• 

/ 
- e -

1our oe1 Wl.lo 1 f ,,. -""'to h .. o lltflolontlr rol1oblo t o 
werrt )t cone1 ernttoa. ~ 

1n uutl1 1!1 e 

t~ t e tollcvl. o trot: It ~•1 ~-ooamouGo4 (n) to aoten 
11 ettu• at ..n, lo- lua.11aa .f'ao't 1n order \. ol.oM u:p tto 
P••~o• f ront a t t.br o rl1e t po:r.ciblo 1IC.J t>nt , (b) t "r••t~, 
to ltmd OJme one &ttc.re tly • 1t'1er t.o hitler or Ooerlc to 
I"" else 1n • toot t.l " t 1Jj " oollftt irlC noette"' t l".o otf'ntlal 
at.ren,et.; ot tua • t1-o~eeolou toroeo out\,o11:h•d that or 
ttr xla . 'nleMt ore , alnoe Lonc.hn lllF.ht be ropar ·4 t,<,) 

telk witt 'et' lla. , Lo.r.d.oD ..,..ul4 U .ke tiO aacert"'lln hltl.,. ' o 
1'laxlra.a •1"4 r l n1 "1Ua re uirl''" ta . -~~ ot~,.r r.otor l , 
lo do,.. would 1naiat u~n ll ftC ifUl .elut ion of ~•u·'llf"' dlal'IUtft 
on4 TedltatoG ao•l• ot 4J.oe=.,...,t , probably OOI'If •nol!U! 
with air ftnd aub:- ri.rlr anu:. Tbe DtiiOrtndWl rsorttOT&T points 
out t~ot ullo •~14eLco ~~ all •~.Ilftbl· lnt elllr nee 
101.ro .. ln41oote4 llltaol oo 114 ot be o unto4 UJ-uA t help 
"•1 et&te unleoa Ru"•l• dlacer ued. l r t arnal 1.10.re1t t.. ereU 
w ll oll Ruoah alM~ 01:1ploy oo l notrwoont of •vroadl r.,• rno
lu~lun , n•••rtt.oleea , Bri t in ahould hoat o.a o noluolou or 
a p at olt b Rue h alone ourrent ll •• b • on"or to I.JI.Prue 
li ttler ~ th the &n t1- acgreaa1oA t'ro t.• a prepon~v• .oe. 'n'e 
a•..orfttl4Wf a .olu~ •4 by ._.plwa •1.nf the t aportflnca of pre
n nt1041C wlU' pel oome.ntlnr. t hat aiuoe liitlor at:rYecl •• • 
Mrrle:r to Bol ab11•1• , care • ou 4 be taken to u"WU14 any 

ltftpl 
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1oh 1 •llt lead to M overtlrO'" of llitlor . (I allore 

1ntur . nt' a ( 1 ) ourpriao a.- ,.,.,1.,.1 1r ec 1mpor tMt o 

dtlo nt t• • alO:Tnn Ulati Hitlttr wa1 a bo.rrior 41 "fl1 ~~ 

Bolal.,v in ler .• "' , ( b) 1nol1na t tor. to JUU"l< 1t down u 

tr-.ou ot ·•d 1Drlue. 01 o oo- a'lt o ra , r.nd (o) 4ielnol1netlon 

to b 111 ... u1t-tr ' 8 O'UI .CI ln .O><~J' 1 11 ftD)' flU rent •>l 

a•o i nat Bolahe-.t .. ) . 

It t ile r •reGQl ng aubat oo ut <"! 1r.ror1:111n1S• rerort 

1a truo , then I t ool tha t t 1a 1n41o t 1ve or thn bnok••.round 

o•dnat wh1c,\ Prbe lantner Cll"' b•l 1n 111 no" rl..i nR. 

vr J)'Jrtln• c t bourl!U' , f1 lot"' • ~· aro 1 ol d to 

feel tA t Wl\ile t::• 1.11 .-.n- Uao:t 1' up 101'0 eo~• • 'U.y 

ooa• 1014 in .r .. ao:.tinc reoo,.,on4At lona , c..cewtlat olol\4" t .. o 

a bon llnee , Lord llolitu, to a onrtlll n extent at l•aet , 

att .. ptoe to 1\01~ 1. ahook th8 ., .. 1nattono or t l a ••roup. 

•l~albtlcnlly ;ludl'ln& !laltru•a t rend or in~ . I ,.. rnra nelly 

lnol' n•d to ""••l t !1at ~hlle bodoelly be I.e >'Obebly a•tuoe 

dt. Cit a ·peare ~be • •• ra. Cha borlalD ' a , J 1 on ' a nd 

•1laoo' a pr -. ter•...o• to o .mo1llete r•t .. e:r t lllin ata:.d to 

tbe . ,.,.,.. . .. ,. • • Lord llalitex 41rtora .. t t l• thoR o .. ly in torc.a 

or t aottoal approtrob . I n ot her ~or de , halifax a ~poara 

1.10re • ollnood t l.an t t•e lattf'r to n>o14 aa lOI\Il •• poeaible 

aey na;.. "*'lei• :11ht poaai'bly 'be lntarprated by !iarlln &a 

1 at ..., ot •-•••· J<c oorcllllf'.l7 , •Mlo ilallt• x per ope 

ah rea ia atot"e:aeot1 ne4 confr..,rta• rtauall%&t.lon or an 

'"~ntual ·~•:~<At. wi t h Berlin , h• • r ear a rroa th1a anrle 

t o 
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to tev<>r ft 1 'f tor t1 o Ontl II a ~ •JT teat'c d•cr 1 • t et 

tltl<l no t ~ 'bo• t •oano or • 1r.1::h:1Jlll th ~rio • 

In t ll t , fiOO>r41r w r::r 1nr .. r •ut'• r porta , 

•lr I c>rM•o Uao """ oo-ftut or of tb" II"•> • t.1m~d 

tu r . C orl 1 '• adnl•alon 
befwa r.t ont t ':.a t. t r our~>ca had.,.,. I orr ohltftt 

ofl h1e rnctr.t vbl. t to L r.~ I c .. > t 0101 • t 0 J08 1-

'bill tJ t!mt tho a f ern t 1 " ro :>t t 11r truo) v a 

bo 1 1 n uJx,a_. t • au bat Of\ 1 • r . w 1Wll 1 I"t: ce . t t'ICI. vnt -

uti 'D" H l • ..rr olllt.t t . 

A . J' . lll't'lxel ll1< lot , Jr. 

'110 
J' / OJ:!!! 

(In u nt u lin tn) 
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. ...... JUly 17, 1939 

f:u pplomen t1na tq 4oopo.toh r;o . 1170, 
lUly 27, a nd. • r o•bl a No . 1,9, JU l y 
20, 19~9, 6 P· · ·l • 4dltlonol ob .. r
Yktlona u pon Pol11h rauot1on to 
914eon- ohlt• t ooover..., tl ona; l ' r . 
Hudson ' a d laouul ona with New rorl< 
t1R4nolul o1rol oo oonoa rn1n& poaa1-
b111 t 7 or tln .. nol ll( GotMIUil 41a..,.....nt. 

The Honor able 

Slr: 

Tho f:eorotury or st~t•, 

•"•~on, D . c . 

I twvo ~he honor t o au pi)leunt ~ d&BIX'toh No . 

1176, JUl y 27 , a nd ay oablo No . 1•9, JUly 20, 6 p .m., 

..nd t o report the tollowlnf' a dH tlonlll obaerv .. ~ t on a 

upon reaoUon bero to t he >i l ddy publlo1zod Hudaon-

liOhlt ... t oooveraa t1ona . 

~• .,aL>t.od ou t. 1n 11 e t or - nt. loned o ... ble, 

ottlo l .l olroloa bor o wore 41a1nol 1nod to a ttaob 

undue 1•90rt no• to the•• oonvereat 1ona4 I .a &Wbre, 

however, tba t t he 1m~l 1o~ t l ona or tba ao t a lks dld not 

•att wall" with Poliab o ttlo l a l an4 a111tary olroloa 

One 

\ 
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One Ot e;( 110ra radiatlo int'oraw>ta .... tr.JII< 

to •4alt that it Bri t ain eng.rad in oonYera.tiona wi th 
Ce=an7 lood.D to "" " rM.,.Dt, "'Ounzla• aif'ht be e:r
peote4 to dwi11dle in 1aport.IIOa. At tba a..aa u .. , 
bcwenr, ratlootln tbo expreuad op1D10II or tbe 
114J01'1t7 of bia OODfHN8 with wbOII I b.. YO to.l.Qd, 
tbia a.. • lnt'oraoDt r e .. rl<a4 "'"t w!IUa he oona14ared 
Drlt• ln would aMke s oo4 ito ale~ture to lta pla4(as , 
po~o• ra~1na4 Dr1ta 1D' a ourd l nal obJeotlYe , Aooor-
41n&l7, ChwmberlalD alebt be axpeotod t o axhkuat all 
poaa1blo 11411D8 or poraua41nc 111 tler bo OOU.l4 DOt p t 
•••T with ·~·••loa . ~t t he ·~ t ime , howe•er , t he 
Br1 thh COYaru Ant would oontlnue ita preparadnua 
ln ouaa atteapta fMile4 to aattla outat~ndln i uropaAD 
dittere110aa peaoa tullT. 

• oonoerna e;r own ~ral lalnarr re .. otlor.e to the 
aubatu.Doe or ~4aon • a t &lk witb "iobltat , I u 1Dollnad 
to rec•r d it D8 0 opor te~t 4Tlda noa t o aupport tbe 
poaa1b111 t 7 ~t 1D t bo b.oc ot tbe 8r1t1ab 00Y81'Ument• a 
aln4 1a t he tboufht or bu:rin& orr 81 tlar aa "" alteru
t1Ye .. uaura. ln tbl8 oonneotion , report s rroa uau~ly 
relh.bla aou caa 1nd1oata that dur 1J18 a:r . I!U4aon• a 
Y1a1 t to the Haw York World ' • F• 1r be dlaoua .. 4 Yarioua 
poaal bill tlaa or war aTol4&noa wltb New York t inanolal 
olrolaa - ~4 that &acD& ot her aolutlona broached, 
I!Udson mantlonad tba poaal b111t7 of t l nanolnc oa~ 
dl .. rmaaent on u t r •4uata4 aoala 1n order to enable 
Oara&nr to ra&d Juat 1t .. l f b7 ••rr••• to noraal 
bualnaaa oond l tlona. 
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Appurently, aooordi nt to my reporte , nudaon 
telt onoour ored by the e rpreeeed reaotione or the 
atore~n i oned b~nkiDF oirolee. Renee , ir thie re
port ed eooour (l!emen t -• reeponaiblo tor &: r . Hl.ldao11 • s 
und hie oonrror ea' in the Br itieh Oover~nt,toying 
with tba idea or buying Hitler ott to the "tune • or 
;~ 5 , 000,000 , 000 , t.hell i t would appeor t h..tt in t.b.e btook 
ot tlleir ainda the Bri tieh OoTern .... nt are oountios upon 
t he United St utoe , possibly under the heudine ot 
"Aoric~ • • contribution t o world peace" , to u1d aub
etantial.lr tor..1 rde arrord1AS Germe.nr tile atoreoentioned 
tinunolal aocomodution. 

'110 

JJOB/eaq 

(In quillt.uplica t e) 

A. ; • Drexel B14 dle, Jr. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, U . S. A. 

OF'FICJAL BUSINESS 

Br igadier General t dwin M. W~tson, 

Secre tary to t he Pres ident, 

The White House. 

PI.HAL TY ,.OR PIUVATC Ua C TO AVOID 
PAYM.EN'T 0,. .. OaTAOL U OO 



;?!l:" o1'- 0! o1•nndw nf • roal 0'1t ' : to lop 1one 
conv 1'*" t• on · t k,. !3 ... ndor Dullltt 

':''1o~.D you ror )Unc!ly nr,(l nccepto 
dlroc t no~otiut \on t·r cone 111 !\t • on 
b ""' ot·•nr a Wl 10 rll 1 nC"tt!' .. . c n over • s•l nco 
t e cpe t · on ~ r l tr t n . .., e 

::_ re oe t"o pe thut tho 1oto 
1'1111 ·>roJuce t' o rooults c:.o.lred . 
t olond 1c do' ond.i.n. not! '''-' of 
er :.:::.n·· a 'J".i ere . l'l .. o:. · ' t be 

t·11:-t:~fl. o!" nocot · Htlvn • 

_, .! e c t 10 .~.1 t >f t'•o &t~sn,:e 
oont by tl•e Pr er 1 dont of Polr.nd to 
the Pre~idont r t 0 • nitod ut· to" 
!n r..no cr to .., ropo:Jo.l :;e:.t the 
C:n:r before . 

!:ce- IIullltt fo1der - Porolcn Pllo- Dl•(l•::er 1- 1939 for or1 · · n!l1 
C') ;;• 



NC 
This telegram must bt 
closely paraphrased 
before being communicated 
to anyone . (A) 

Secretary of State 

Washington 

201, Auguot 25 , 8 a .m. 

IVARSA\'1 

Dated August 25, 1939 

Rec ld 11 : 45 a .m. 

~~~tpE~ke FOR THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY. 

One . Supplt~tnting my number 191, August 24 , 3 p.m. 

paragr~ph one . Further conversation with Beck and associates 

discloses that whilE it is difficult for them to stomach 

Danzig Senctc ' s d ecree ncverthclcso after carel'ul considera

tion all aspects llov r:rn.,cnt thereupon decided to cxcrcis e 

further restraint . 

Two . Accordingly Government adopted an official attitude 

along followi ng lines : while substance of decree represented 

open violation of Danzig statutes its bearing v1as mninly 

internal and in such l i ght a matter of consideration and actio 

of Corn:nittec of Three and League of nations . For Poland, 

Danzig ' s i nternal structur e was of secondary importanc e. 

Poland was mainly interested in full respect of Polish 

rights in F ree Gity, accordingly Poland would interpret any 

one of follO\Iing actions as violation of thea£ rights: 

(a) attempt to annex Danzi g to Reich; (b) exclusion of Danzig 

from Polish oustoma zone ; (c) subjection of Polish richts in 

Danzig to control of third state ; (d) withdrawal of Polish 

rights covering national development of Poles in Danzig. 

Moreover 
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NC - 2 - #201 from Warsaw 1 August 25 , 1939 

MorEovEr Polish GovErnmEnt would carEf~lly obse:rve: dEve:lopme:nt 

of condi tions in Danzig inasmuch as Danzig had failEd to 

mani fEst good will in the: matte:r of customs inspe:ctors . 

Thre:e: . I n conne:cti on with for e:goi ng Be:ck confide:nti.ally 

i mpartEd hi~ Gove:rnme:nt would de:clarE its atti tudE t oward 

Danzig gove:rnmEntal alte:rati on whEn the: re:al aims of t hE 

re:vision be:come: cl e:ar , 

Four , f!e:anwhile: 24 railv~ay mEn urre:ste:d in Danzig 

ye:ste:rday ,.,ErE 't'ElEasEd and Polish couriEr dEta1YEd e:ar ly 

yE s t e:rday in BrEslau was rElEase:d and diplomatic pouc h re:stor-

Ed to him , 

FiVE • Schools hip SCHLESIIIG HOLSTEIN came: to anchor as 
7 : 40 

pEr schEdulEjthis morning Danzig harbor . Early morning 

a tmosphErE in Danz i g incr e:as ingly e:le:ctr ic as e:vidEncEd 

among othe:r factors by (a ) ove:rnight augmEntati on of 

military c urs and trucks (b) ye:stEr day ' s e:vacuati on of many 

school childr e:n ~nd (c) today 1 s closinG of schools , 

Six . Eithe:r Hi tle:r has d e:cide:d to act and not to.llt or 

Else: the: abse:ncE of so1ae: statEme:nt afte:r his last night 1s 

c onfe:rmcE ''lith Nazi bigVJ~S• {for which all prEss wire:s h:ld 

be:e:n k e:pt ope:n until dawn} indicatEs Hi tl e:r i s still unde:cide:, 

as to dEfinite: plan of action. 

BIDDLE 
CSB 
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PAP 
This tElEgrcm must bE 
cloor ly paro1,hrnotd bE
forE bEing communicat Ed 
to anyonE . ( >) 

SEcrEtary of StntE 

209, .flu_u.Jt 25 , 7 p . m • 

WARSAW 

DatEd August 25 , 1939 

llE c 1 d 4 :25 p , m, 

..Sli'RU:TY..Y 0.01:~~-- FOR TJ!E PRESIDEliT AliD THE 

SECRETARY 

\ 

OnE . .;Ec'• •.r •• r.o. rtEd hE had ttEVEr CEEn t:n infuri.ltEd J ap 

until his yE.tErd~ys convErsation' it~ ProfEssor Sokoh 

whEn l attEr 1·agEI'I agains t GErm:my for h:J.vine doublE - crossEd 

Japan throu,.)• o i..,nint.l up with Ruo Dill without o t lEast od vancE 

noticE to Jnpon ln accordancE witll sEcrEt clf\U' E containEd 

in Anti-Com~ntcrn Po.ct . 

TPo , JOLVEnal o~ PARISSOIR impartEd t~nt in hio con

VErsation with RibbEntrop nt KoEnigsbErg (En routE to l.oscow) 

RibbEnt1•op 'led gi vEn hln 1mprEsoion hE viounl1ztd non-

a6grr so ion ,..l·E Emtnt with Mo!;COI'/ :.:1 an nlli::mc r . 'lhio ,.;n VE 

r i sE to suspicion :~moncs t compEtEnt oboErvEro in diplolll!ltic 

and prEss circlEs h ErE th~t ~itlcr ' o plans now EnvisagE 

ttmptin~ Russia to bEcocr dor.:inati n_ Asiatic powEr thus 

giving GErmany frEE hand t.o ,.a in domination of El"'Op£ . J Eck 

and ossoc i~t En hnwEvEr , arE still okEptico l as to rxttnt to 

which BErl in mi~ t rEly upon !.tosCOI'I , 

ThrEE . BEck morEovEr impartEd SoviEt Ambosoudor 

Choranov yEstErl'lnv rEsortEd to minor frontiEr incidtr t ns 

prEtExt 



PAP - 2- 209 , "uJuat 25 , 7 !J . m. f r om \hrsa•:1 

p re:te:xt to point out th:::.t •.. o:;co••1 1 s ··on- 1-..;:re:ssion agre:e:me:nt 

·.1ith BErlin ·.•oul u not n l te: r !.iosco\1 1 s re:lations 11ith ·v-,rs 'l\1 , 

( Thi u cont1•udic ts t oday 1 s stor y e:m~n" tin._; f rom Associa te:d 

Pre:s s office: i n Ee:rlin to tffEc t Chn r ·mov propos e:d i n !lol otov • 

be:hn l i' a f oLnlll'l for the: aoluti0n of Polish-G e:r.~un diffErE nce::: 

a nd J:iolotov 1 tJ rc: ccnune: nd ::~ ti on th~lt 'vf\ r:;aw ncce:pt :fo r mul a . ) 

Four. ->e:clr l r.b e:l :: as Naz i inspirEd prop1.1~.1 3e:rlin 

Associnte:d l J'E J~ off icE 1 s :...fore:;-:nltione:d as we: ll :-s "ollor1inr; 

re:ports : h) n.~ yEs te:rc.'ly , that Hi:;l~:: r wo:::.: ye:s te: rd 'l ~· o e:ndine 

ultimot.um £1Vi '1'' ' lnrsw' choice: be:t··1e:En de:ck 1 s p rEsE ncE in 

13Erchte: sgad e:P no rmr :md ( b ) of tod<1~· , th~t; Nnzi circle:a 

d 1 s C E rne: d IIC KEn 1 t..:; 0:1 til e: part of London and '.V:..1 r sn•·• nnd 

wEre: op e:nly 1.nt:iw1t1ng thnt 1f thos e: c t.p itnls we: r e: goi ng 

to make: co nee::;..< • ons the:y llud b e: t;te: r do eo be:i'ore: 1 t \7ns too 

l n te: • 

Five: . .L am incl:..ne: cl to fEEl that in tryinG to uoe: a ll 

a va i l 'lble: fo1 e:l~n nge:ncie:s a s in::tru~cnts of the: ir propngnnd n 

in an inte:n:a ... 'i e:d e:ffc r t to \'1l.i9 up crisis "toosp:1e:re: l~nzi 

GovE rmne: nt 1 ~ cisappoi t1tme:nt e vEr f ai lure: of e:ffe:ctivEne:as of 

re:port (a ) ~~:.:c1V E l'e:sul Le:d in the: i r subae:que:nt 1nspiruti1;.n of 

rEport ( b ) r:1 Vf. . !t.ore:ovEr , re: !lor t t o inspiratior. of r umoro 

o f this char'tcte:r indicntEs t o my r:ind n s -.:;ct E o .. • inde:c ision 

in HitlEr ' s mi nd . 

BIDDLE 

1'/''IC :DDM 



RECEIVED AT t t t 2 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON. D . c .. ~ ~TIIafD~D TI~E WNDSO PNS529 WARSAW 260 26, 0040 ETAT POLGOVT IJP t..!PY f'SF" ~~~--~ 
URGENT HIS EXCELLENCY f RANKLIN D ROOSEVELT 1\ ~t;t'Or ... ,-./' 1 

PRESiuENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIC A ~ l 1 

WASHI NGTON 

I HIGHLY APPRECIATE THE ~OST I~PORTANT AND NOBLE MESSAGE WHICH YOUR 
EXCELLENCY WAS GOOD ENOUGH TO ADDRESS TO ME PARAGRAPH I WOULD LIKE TO 
EMPHAS IS THAT THE POLISH GOVERNMENT ALWAYS CONSIDERED UIRECT NEGOCI ATI ONS 
BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS AS 

T-t-hone• Nadonal 2~ltlt To M cu re _prompt ..eUol\ on lnqu tn.. tht• o rt.wtJ.\al RADtOO RAK • hOUkl be .,,....nttd at tbe ome. o r 

--r' • ..,., R.C. A.. COIDrUt<I'1CATION8 Inc.. lo ielepbon•l.nqulrt .. q~t• the eumbft' pr"ee4dlo.,. lbe ptace or or ll'l• · 
.-.u ...... w • . -



RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON, D. c .. AT ___ _..T AND A RD T IME 

WND80 X 2/.SO 

THE MOST APPROPR IATE METHOD OF SOLVING DI FFICULT IES WHICH MAY ARISE IETWEEN 
STATES STOP WE CONSIDER THIS METHOD ALL THE MORE FITTING WHEN ADOPTED BETWEEN 
NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES STOP IT WAS WITH THIS PRINCIPLE IN VIEW TH AT POLAND 
CONCLUDED PACTS OF NON AGGRESSION WITH GERMANY AND THE UNION OF SOVIET 
REPUBLICS PARAGRAPH 

T_.__hone• National ~ To ..cu"' prompe. &dtoo oo tnq1illrtee. thll orldftal ft.AJ)IOOR.A.Jt thould " p,.._ntf(l at the oGle. or ...,... • R.C. A.. COJilltUl'tlCATIONS. lno. to tetephone1n.qu lr1u quot•lh• numb•r p:recoedtnrtbe pin• or oril'ln. ,._ U.,.._'I'D • 



RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON, D . c., AT ____ STANDARD TIME 

WND80 X ROOSEVELT PAGE }/50 

WE CONSIDER LIKEWI SE THE METHOD OF CONCIL IATI ON THROUGH A THIRD PARTY 
AS DISINTERESTED AND IMPARTIAL AS YOUR EXCELLENCY TO BE A JUST AND 
EQUITABL E METHOD IN THE SOLUTION OF CONTROVERSIES ARISING BETWEEN NATIONS 
PARAG RAPH WHI LE NATURALLY WISHI NG TO AVOID EVEN THE SEMBLANCE OF AVAILING 

MYSELF OF THI S OCCASION TO RAISE 

National 26CIO To ~\tN .P_r'C)mPt. a.eUon on IDQuh1M, thl• orldD&t RADJOOR.All • houl4 M prMt.oted a t the om~ of Telephone: R.C.A. COIIliVA'tCATIONS. lnc. 1n tt:atphont1nq\llrt•• quote the num~r p~.c11na the plac. or ort.,tn. ,._UJW'II-tDM 



RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .• WASHINGTO N . D . c .. AT ___ __.STANDARD TIMI! 
WNBO X 4/SO 

THE POINTS AT ISSUE I NEVERTHELESS CONSIDER IT MY DUTY TO POINT OUT THAT 

IN THIS CRI SIS IT IS NOT POLAND WHO IS PROFERRING ANY CLAIMS OR DEMANDING 

CONCESS IONS FROM ANY OTHER NATION PARAGRAPH IT IS THEREFORE ONLY NATURAL THAT 
POL AND AGREES TO REFRAIN FROM ANY POSIT IVE ACT OF HOSTIL ITY 

'
_.__ Had 1 2600 To MCUN _prompt a.et..t.ou on lnqutrle• tbl• orl.dftal 1\ADIOOR.AW' • hould be pr.Mntf(l at liM otl\ce or ...,..,..""ne: OftG R.C..A. COMM UNICATIONS, Jne Ja let• phOn• 1nqulrle• quote U'• number p....:.dlnJ lM plae. Of orl~n.. .._ ,,..,._m• 



REC EIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .• WASH INGTON. D . c .. AT ___ ___.TANDARD TIME 

WNSO X ~/iO 

PROV IDED THE OTHER PARTY ALSO AGREES TO REFRAIN FROM ANY SUCH ACT DIRECT 
OR INDIRECT PARAGRAPH IN CONCLUSION MAY I EXPRESS MY ARDENT WISH THAT YOUR 
EXCELLENCY ' S APPEAL FOR PEACE MAY CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS GENERAL APPEASEMENT 
WHICH THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD SO SORELY NEED TO RETURN ONCE MORE TO THE 
ILESSED PATH OF PROGRESS AND CIV ILISATION 

ICNACY WOSCICK I 

T~hone: Nadona12600 ..... ~. 



AC 
This tElEgra•n must bE 
closEly paraphra sEd bE 
f orE bEing CI'IJ . .r•unicatEd 
toanyonE . :c) 

SEcrEtary of StatE 

Waohin~ton 

WISH 

232 , Au~us t 30 , 1 p .m. 

Warsaw 

DatEd August 30 , 1939 

REc 1d 2:28p .m. 

8'PIUe'l~ C€'!Cv.H:lDii'IAi. FOR PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETAnY 
OnE . FEVErish Efforts of British E>nbassy bE t\'/E En 

5 and 11 p .m. YES tErday SUCCEEdEd in pE rs~ading Polish 
GovErnmEnt to postponE gEnErlll mobilization ordErs which 
aftErnoon 1 ::; Council of ~!inistErs had dEcidEd to issuE at 
11 p .m. Brl~1sh basE d plEa on dEsirability of avoiding 
any movE wl' ich might provE provocativE to HitlEr at 
lEast until Hit1Er 1 s rEsoonsE might haVE bEEn ExaminEd . 

Two . I havE anticipatEd thE Polish GovErnmEnt 1 s 
lack of co~fidE~CE in HitlEr to discontinuE comrlEcion 
of all prE) 1rutiona for gEnEra l mobilizntion (sEE my -tElEgram 228 Aur-;t.st 30 , 10 a . m. paragraph onE) and to 
guard again~t possibjlity of suddEn GErman attack on 
Poland durin: coursE of currEnt nEgotiations . It hao 
j ust comE to my ottEntion that n 

ordE r i s bE ing postEd consistEnt 

gEnEral mobi l ization 
(availablE?) 

with availin~ EquipmEnt . 
ThE rEsult of this is morE for administ ra tivE purposEs 
than to mattr lally incrEase thE armEd forcEn . HowE vE r 



- 2 - #232 August 30 , 1 p . m. from Worsaw 

it i s rE gardEd as Pol and ' s rE ply to thE appE a r anr · of 

GErman t r oons in Slovakia and thE tErms of thE GErman 

rEply to thE l ast British notE . 

BIDDLE 

HPD 
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AI.IBASADA 
RZECZYPOSPOLITEJ POLSKIEJ 

49- G/SZ 

Sir, 

September 1, 1939 

Upon instructions ot my Government I have the honor 
t o request your good ottioes in transmitting to the 
President t he folloW1 ng reply ot the Polish Government 
to his message or t his morning, 

The text of the reply is as follows: 
1The Polish Government acknowledge with thanks 

President Roosevelt 1 s telegram regarding bombing from 
the air of ciVilians in unfortified centers of Qopula
tion during war. They entirely agr ee with the prin
ciples expressed and with the feelings which insp ire 
them. It is with these principles in mind that t he 
supreme military authorities in Poland issued formal 
orders t o retrain in the event of war fro= the bombard-
ment of open towns and from such similar aotion as would 
be or direct danger t o the civilian population, Un
f ortunately Poland whose terri tory has been since th18 

The Honorable 
Cordell Hull , 

Secretary or State. 



early ~ornlng t he obJ ect or unprovoked aggression by 
German forces has already been the v1oti m or several 
attacks by air. The repor ted losses in civilian pop
ulation render it doubttul as to whet her the opposing 
side is r espe cting the rules to which the President 
r eters . These rules which are the outcome or natural 
human feelings re~ein in force on condition and on the 
understanding that th~ will be also scr upulously ob
served by the opposi ng oarty•. 

Acceot, Sir, the renewed assurances or my highest 
consideration. 

JERri POTOCKI 



\ 

'l'r t>.nsntlnntic telephone conver3t.;.tion bet\'Teen !..oc:·ot· .ry 

1 ull nnd Amoricun D ho.sny in 1.!aN J'1\'/ 5 : 0 p . P . opt 1 - 1939 

I'ull and •:::.n::;h.ip 

See- - rul l ~n J U.er - J.Jrmwr 1 - 193 0 





Sept 2, 1.9:59 

Oont message for Uul.l. 
Prom fu 11.1 t t 

• 

I. 

In re-lntormation he received from Polish Ambassador 
through Beok who sud that entire GermAn b0111b1ng force we.a 
t~ l.oose on Warsaw and destruction was terrible. 

See--Bul.litt folder-Drawer 1-19:5g 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

M~maranclum ol Conversation 

DATE: Septambor :1 , 1~39 

SUBJECT: llm1trall ty Prool anat1on 

PARTICIPANTS: Count J err.y Potoclt1 , A...,buaador or Poland 

COPIES TO: 

Ur. W1tol d Wankow1cr., Counaolor of Pol 1ah EMbaaey 
Ur. P1 erre:"<)nt 1-lof f&t , Ohio! , D1v1Uon of i:uro r• oan M f &1ra 

... ~ .. 
The Pol1 ah A..,baaa&dor ceo -nt h llr. Wankowie~ after 

h aving seen ).{r . t.lessere.,i t h . 

The poi nt t he7 nahed to I'IUI W&l t he followi ng: 

They 1\&d roa aon t o bol l e Ye t hat 1n tho draft neutr al1 t y 

p rool acat 1on ao ~reoontod t o t ho Preeldont Pol and wao lis t ed 

ae a belligerent . They urged that Poland shoul d not be 

i ncluded on the t h eory t hat t here ••• no d eclared war 

b ot .. een OeMIU'I7 and Poland ( enn thou~ t here ru deolarocl 

"ar bet ween Oemany on one aide ancl f'l'llnco 1111d I:nr:lnnd on 

the other), and hence t hat t he analo17 or t.'te Chlneae

J a;')anoae conn lot ' m ore tho e::tbar"'' 'l"\ll not a ,,11 cd, 

should r-oY e rn. 

They 



• 

They aaked that I aend a ~oae~s• over to Wr. n~rle 

at t)'le 11h1te llouac. 'l'hl.a I declined to do untll I had 

an opportunl ty to talk w1 t h llr. ll&c~l'!Orth. 

We all nont <lo•m to Ur. llaoltn>rth 1 a otfloo 1 who held 

that , lec;al.ly opeol·inro, you oo~d not d1f!crontlnte between 

pnrte ot t\ ,..,_- .tn .-'\1ch Poland, E'ranco nnd En"lMd ,·oro 

tiCht1ng ao allies ( tho arrreonont betneen En~lnnd nnd 

Poland, ~lch Poland invoked, prevents there even boin& 

concluded a oaparatc 11rn1atioe or peace). · 

Qulte apnrt trot! the legal aspect, I rs.loed tho 

~uoetlon or the political orroot ~ould the Proolden t 

appear not to be oo.rrylns out tho law !alrl7 inpnr t ially 

and ru~ i nt ended by The Con,;reBB. I thou~ht that 111\Y ultra 

locallBtio interpretation night oroato the nucl cuo or an 

oppool tlon t!hioh would nako 1 t harder to effect t ho repeal 

of the !nbllJ.'tO ae mon au Congress meet s . The A...-,bl!.aeo.4or 

aalted 11' I •·oro certain that ouch "aa tho i ntention or 

the Aanlnlotration. I told hln t hat I thoucht t ho 

Prosidont ' o radio speech on Sunday, aa well ao the 

attitude or ~~~~ 5ocrot ary or St nt o throughout these 

pnot nontha, nndo it oloar. 

The ~,baanador and Ur. Wankot~cz oxpreseed theooelvoa 

as on tho ~hole mat iot ied, and loft t he Depart~ent at 12: ~ . 

Pierrepont Uottnt 

t u: PlhCIUI 



p· F 

3ept 17, 19.39 I 
In zoe-Seont oocl.e Ra41ogre~~~ reoe1ve4 at. War Dept. 
IID1 aant to Cordell Rl111 by 1olmllon tor t h e Pr .. 1~ 

Ill r .. unjuat.1tie4 'bo::l'b1D& ot t.hr .. vl Uagea to roland 

S..1Cordell Rull tolder-~wer 1-1939 



lo!01110 t or the Preeldent 

FroG Adolph Berle- -st~t• Dept 

SeptCt.>ber 18, 19)9 

In re- tte Copy ot "The lteelc" Also tekoa 11 bert;y ot sondlng a rougb mep or .mat he believes Is probrble deelr.n tbr l'l:>lend. 

See:Adolpb Berle !older-Drewer 1- 1939 

I I 



October 19 , 1939. 

MemorandUM for the Sec of St at e from the Presi dent 

Asks if it lll:luld not be e fine thing to do it we vera to 
t ell the Roumanian Government that the United St ates •rould be glad to 
receive former Pres . ~osciscti if he onres to visit this country. 

• See :Hull folder-Dr awer 1-1939 

Pree sends another memo oct 28 , 1939 to Bull on t he proposed telegr am to Bucharest about Mosoioki. (Pr es must be keeping telegr am) 
{Wat oh for 1 t ) 



-

( 

Ooto~ 19, 1939 • 

.Aata it 1t ~ul4 not be a tiq th.ing to do it w•re to 

tell the RoiiiiUUlian <Jo'hrnzHnt that tbe t7n1 ted States would be glad to 

reoe1Ye to~r Pres. lloaa1a~.1 1t be cares to rtllit tbia oountr7. 
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Paris , October 23 1 1939 . 

My dear Mr . President: 

I a.m deeply touched by your thoughtful letter 
of September 27 . I assure you, moreover , that for 
the members of my staff and myself , to have conducted 
ourselve s in such a manner as to have merited this 
commendation from you , is well worth the hardships 
we encountered. 

I am deeply sensible of tbe honor of serving as 
Chief of Mission in Poland, under your inspiring leader
ship, and I em genuinely proud of the confidence you 
placed in me by appointing me to that post. I have 
indeed , constantly endeavored to do everything within 
my power t o justify your confidence , which I so highly 
prise. It is therefore, with the greatest sincerity 
that I assure you your warm v~rds of approbation prove 
a source or reel gratification, pride, end encouragement 
for me . 

In 

The President 

The White Bouse 
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In behalf of all the members of my staff and myself , 
I send you this expression of our heartfelt appreciation 
of your kind let ter. 

\'lith every gooo v:ish, I em 

Faithfully yours , 

-~~~·~ 



-----~,... ... ~_........, . .., .... 
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In 
Eu 

-·· 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

My denr ~neral Wateon : 

December 12. 1939 

II- It ~e{ 

I AD enoloein~ n eo~y o~ Ambaeaado~ B1d4le 1 A 
strlctly oont1dont1al de Aon tch no . 3 ot Noverober 10, 
1939 c oncerning General Soan·,owelr1 , l('r\1oh w11.a oarked 
tor the Preside 

&no1osure : 

F'ro:a Paria, Uovee 
ber 10, 1939, 

Brigadier General Edwin !t. Vataon, 

Secretary to the Presiden t , 

The lOU te Houae. 

\ 



Eu 

'" 
12/8/39 

,.,.,.,""I(_" , .. 

Br1racuer Oenoral i/A.tson , 
Th• White Houoe . 
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to FolaJ14. 

!10 . 3 f arlo, r r anoo, !IOY .. bor 10 , 19St 

S\lbJeot : OboorTatlooa or Latoroot b .. rlac oa Oeaoral ~ooakowokl. 

2 I 

'l'llo J:oaor&ble 

Slr: 

Tho Soorotary or Btoto, 

Y:oohiJa&toa. 

I han tho lloaor to 0Ul>P1 .. ant e'f oobh l!o . U or 
Ootobor zo . ll a.a4U to tao otr aot that oooor41nc t o 
Artlo l o ! 4 or t bo f oliab Coaotl t ut loo rr.a14oa\ Raoakiewtoa, 
oa Ootobor 16, 19S9, aoai .. t od Oeaorol KA~orz~a~i 
u Ilia auooouor, wbo la t bo ouo or ~bo proaoa\ l.aouaboat •a 
boooaiaa laoapoo1\ at o4 would aaouaa ortloa until tbrao 
aontba attar tbo ala&la& ot p .. oo, and t o report t bo toll~ 
1a1 obaor?atlono or latoroot boor lDc oa Oeoorol Soa&koookl : 

Ao po1ah4 out 1a prOYlou wrltlq o, Oeaonl &ooakowoltl, 
r oraor Iupootor Oeaorol or tho I'Olloll . ,.,., wao w14olJ ooa
o14orod a potoatlal oa .. ltata t or t bo Prooldoaoy, 1a t llo 

.!.!!!! 



•~•at •aat Praaldaat Koaalokl a1S~' baa ... 1a .. pao1,a ta4, 

or a1all\ wl\ladnw lila owa aaa41&ao:r 1a tlla alaa U oaa 

aoba40ll.a4 to Mlta pla .. la l H O. (u na avtbnu or -r, 
bowa~ar, r raaldaat Woaoloki , purauaat to AJ'tlola !4 ot tlla 

l oliab Ooa at1tut1oa, 1aauo4 a 4aoraa aoai DAtlaa ~rallal 

~al:r-R:rda lil a auooaaaor) . 

Durill& tlla aanral -••u 1Md1DI IIJI to tlla ovtbreal< 

or IIOit111tlal, I oaaa 1a rraqu .. t aa4 01011 ooat aot wltb 
o.aaral So.UOWak1. 0111' axallaqaa or ~1ow1 4ur1aa tbla 

par1o4 aana4 ta ooati l'll wtt tol'llar ~ra1oloa t llat ba 1a 

a aaa1oaad aaldlar-atata ... a ot aoursca, ol1ar perapao\1~•. 

aa4 •1ood a .... a be~•• ..... w. 

Aa ~· tlla Oeaaral 'a aatl~tlaa attar tba ovt bra&lt 
ot w.r, I b.Una \loa t ollawl aa aaoou t a1pt pron ot 
lataraat. At \ lla ............ ot lloat1llt1aa tba r oliall 

l!tp C-..4 ta1la4 "' otter Oeural Soaal<owaki a thld 

._.,. 'l'llraa 4aJa attar tile war at&J'\14, llown er, be waa 

ottara4 the peat or 't'loa Pr .. hr la obaraa or ooor41uUaa 

all aoaaoaio uttara ot a111tarJ llaar1aa. Ha ratua4 t llla 

po•'• 
Later 11a -• n q .. a\a& ta prM- to 1.- t o report oa 

ooa41\1oaa pra .. lllaa la ~~~· a111tarJ oo.aaa4 1a tba Lwow 
oorpa area . B:r \laat \~ \loa aJ.p o- ·M bad b••- ooa

oal'lla& liJ tlla Folia -nan al'Wt:f ' • rallvo to '-<~• tllo 
Natwar4 adftJiaa or \loa Clol'llaa toroaa la aaut~ara FoLaa&. 

!!I!! 
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VPoa h1a arr1Tal at Lwow oa S.pt eaber 10, O.aera l Soaa

lcowek1 41aoerne4 a gea.ral atate or ooatueioa• aaoacet tbt 

Pol 1ah troop& 4eread1Q& Lwow, O.aer a l Soelllcowalc1 tltereu~oa 

oaae t o a quiok deo1e1oo. He hired a print. plue aa4 

order ed t be oor pe Ch1ar or S*ar r , Colonel Ol otAllta Korawaki, 

to aoooapanr bia 1a a tl1ght to a point juat .. , , ot Praa.tal , 

the aoane or battle bat •.raoa tbe thr " r - 1n1Q& Pollall 41Yia1ou 

or tho Lwow eraa d'nd t lt:r.. O.l"lllllll &l'IQ' oor pa. 

The pilot auooaadad , aga1Aat &r .. t o44a , 1D lead1q hia 

paaoaqera aa t elr. I adea4 tb&7 were t oroad t o r lt onr t he 

C.raan linea. t ba S&ller a l \llaraupoa aaauaad oo..all4 or tba 

Pol1ah r oroea and round Ala t braa d1T1a1oaa au:rrouadad b7 tba 

ator aauU oaad t braa 0.!'1Pn •rat oorpa. t<u1 olcl7 :raoou ol14U1ag 

hla t or oaa, be , w1 t b hi& Clllat or Stat!, (botll aboul4ar1ng 

r1tl ee tbeaaelTee) r oucbt a t tba bead ot bl a troapa to t bo 

llaat 1>7 da7 oad to tba U at by a1pt, riaally raU:rtag oa 

Lwow Wblob tbe7 Ta l1utl 7 4erellde4 unti l ror ood to retr eat 

on soptaaba:r 20 , wlt b but t ,ooo troopa - a l l that ware lett 

or bll tbrse 41T1&1oa&, 

•J!or aoae 4•.:r• pr n 1oua to Oeeare.l soaalr.owaki' a arr h al 
111 Lwow raporta bad r .. obad tba Pollab Hisb ca.aan4 1a41oattag 
ooatuai oa aa4 1aar taot 1Te action oa t be part ot the arora
aaaUoaad Pollab roroaa tbaa uadar t he •-n • or O.aaral 
rabrloa--8114 uatl l Gener a l Soaalcowalr.l' a 1aTeatl&at1oa t be 
81&11 C77E· a4 wore a\ a loao •• to the reaeoaa tor ••1• ooa
daloa . 'l'lla Oaaerd \ old •• t bat ... tbo wat41ng 4&f or 
Oeaoral ral>r1oo•a ... ,or, &.ad Jut attar no wa441ac 
oaru oniaa , t llo br14a aad arooa proo .. da4 t o tile L- ra11-
a.r atat1oa 1D a \asi, toll- •:r \Ita Oeaeral aa4 Ilia wife 
1a aaotbor \&Z1, s.44aal :r aa o1r a t •aok \ ook plaoa oTer tbe 
ott:r , ud ono plua1 41rlag low, 4roppad a l>•b lu' ba\waaa 
tba two \axle, lolOWlDC tba tlra• \ozi and t he lor de oa4 
&rooa aa4 ollaurtour to l>Ua. Tile M t bar wUaaoaiag tllla 
aataatropllo , oa.plo\al:r l oat bar aiad, The or40&l obat,are4 
tba R&I'T&O Of t be 0&a&ral 0 &&4 be aa .. oequaa'lJ waa• \0 p1aO&Io 
Ao a raault be na lulr.1D& 1a 1D1Ua\1Ta oll4 rorootul laad&r
&Alp, oa4 •ba attaot1Yoaoao ot aotioa or \be 'J'OOJIO uader 
bh o_.4 anttor.. 1a oouoquoaoa. 



_._ 

On ! ept •ber 111 , tile O.aan.l l e<l u Uteclt ap l a at the 
rear ot t ba U MIJ , tlllclq a'bou\ 10, 000 prhoaer a u4 ltllooltlac 

out or oapturlac 100 \aalre. •• lll a .. orl'tl "C b.h \eeUu 

apiut the t.a .ua t ba o.ura l t.p&rt e<l t o ae t bu tile ea ei!J 
waa ooa!na at bla \roopa f roa a ll a14ea. l a &aD7 oaoea bia 

a ao ha4 oppor twalt.:r t o t1ra \helr aatl-\aAlt cua• a t t ba oa

ooa1q taalta t roa • 41et.uoa of J'u\ a orou tile rod. A\ 

tbia raace \be .. cuaa 11\arall:r 'tlft t ba \ealta t o ph a.. . I .a 

other oaaoa hla t roopa woul4 tolt•orato l :r lot a ool waa paoa 

t.brouch \ be liaaa, •~··~uaa\17 a\teoltiac t ba pa t rol l or r iaa 
all4 1>low1ac n. Q, ,.,.. ... ,,.lr ~l>llhlac t he hat 

ool ... , all4 parai\\lac tba f ollob \roopa later t o at taolt t he 

a \alle<l \aako r .... all a14ea. 

oa sept-bar 10, tile o.aaral ... rorae<l t.o ........... with 
llh -:ILl er at Start, at tba bad at a aol ... ot two \llou

troopa - all t ha t ... left ot \ba foroaa t oraerl:r 4ataaJ1ac L-. fta atftaaa at tba hoa1aa oo l ... a troa tba Mot ba4 

Mcla t..paootbl a &a7 farner •"-' bJ ao --.kneel a t o ... • 
t o clataa4 \ be olt:r. Tha7 fal l '-•It t o a pl aoa 1a t he t ootbllla 
of t ile Ca.rpa\lllaao, nara 1a • taaarh4 but, be auaaoaa4 • 

ooater•••• 

• •x raaoll 1a tbh ooaaaotloa \bat t urlac a:r oaanr .. uoa 
wi\11 IUalat.ar Dealt 1a l\a\J aa tllo naalac of Sapt•l>ar 11, lie 
•• 41Mara11>1r alaht o•ar so~·• natarr. lla aatcl 1\ ... so--..1 na at lao\ bat na-eel 1a atap\lac artaoUYa \u\loo apiaat o. .... a\ntecr . .. ,...,•ar1 \lla nftlh at tbh n otarr a\ L- bat ca-.tra\e<l se-u ba4 41aonare<l a ... aa\llot ot at\eatiac \lla oaraaa .. ..._laat aol ... a . I ... a•ra tba\ \be afta at tbh rtatorr MrYad J.llpanaa\17 \o 
llaanaa \be OoYar.aaa\ a\ l\a\7 aa4 \lie Oeaarol 8\&tt at Kol..,Ja. (It -:r 1>a ..... ue<~ \bat U •• tile tollowlac aont .. tlla\ tile haalaa \roepa ... rH Polaat ) . 
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ooatoroaco or hia aaaior ortlaora to 4ea l1o who\llor to ooa
tlouo tl&btlac or t o a.aauato iato a.._.,. Ho toll.t \o 
o~aorvo t bo obaoooo ot Coloaol ~o~waki, t ba Obl ot or &torr, 
llownor, 4ur1ac tho ooatoroaao. u oao polat 1a no ooator
OJIOo tho OtiAorol atoppo4 outo14o or tho but, oa4, to blo 
-••oat 41oaOYoro<l \bat all ble troopa bad 41aappaaro<l. 
no o~OAo<l tho oao ~to4 trooper or hie out tlt, oa4 aoa\ 
Ilia p l loplna la all 41root1oaa 1a ••roll ot tbo troopa. Tbo 
.. •••ac•.r r•\urae4 , •owe••r, to report no tno• • or th•· 
Tho Cluoral \ol4 - tlaat nllo tbla -• o aoolc tor IIlJa, 
aoYortbolua, up011 duo retlootloa, lao rooopiao<l tllat lab 
- ..... la a tnaUo ototo or aiM, lladq bon 4opr1Yo<l ot 
oleop oad r- tv 8U7 .. ,.. &M at.... z.,.. ILla ab1or or 
BU.tt, Oo l oaol llanweld, fto 11&4 41MppOOJ"o4 wi\la no \roopo, 
lla4 reaolao4 o r ... uo o\oto et aiM. Ia thio oouooUoa tllo 
Cluorol ad~o<l tho~ durl .. tlao loot 4ora ot 'boUle oroUA4 Lwow, 
COloaol IIO"ftld (tlrl .. ILlo l'ltle, 'lri\la 4•417 OOO .... OJ ) lcop\ 
up o ooa\laMu 'lril4 lllft\1 .. ( Uko a aanao Iadt ...... noop) , 
Wllloll tllo \J"Mpa we&"e qal.al t o \oia Q. 

Tho OoHral t._u, _al,..o<l t'bo\ ILl• .... to tll1a ..... 
atota ot a1D4, lla4 \rlo4 \o ro\.ro \o Lwow, oa4 woro ... oub\• 
o417 .. , 117 tboa-r o_.oro ol ... \ho Uao. Ro oow lMrao 
tllot Otlloaol IIO"wakl ... \okn prto ... r '117 \lao o. ...... 

Wl\11 tho 41Mpp•raaoo or Ilia \roopa, tho OoMral wi\la 
anoral ot tho ortl oera no .. ro lot\, ·-- tlaolr •-
oad •••- \lao prb ot , ....... loan .. 4oo14o<l to ""-'• 
1ato s .....,. ftuo ol .. \laOJ preooe4o<l bJ too\ r .. 100 kllo
aouro tllro~ tlao auotoo U.u oM lato \lao Oa~\ILloo 
-tola roai• troquoot17 lan1 .. \e o4YOAoo -.to\-4Mp \uo,... 
ooow. Tbor rMolao4 \lao B,...arloo 'bel'4or oa 00\Mor 4. ft07 

!!£! 



woro ia1e41otol7 plooed under arroat, l a t er to bo roloaaa4 b7 
or4ora or tho Bwm&arlu Bl ah Cosn· nd; wboro~poa tbo Oeaoral 
••• diaorootl7 ooaduat od t o A~ral nortb7 wbo rooo1Ya4 k1a 

with aotobl o oor41al1t 7• Tho Oeaoral, oozaoatlaa upoa tko 
troataoat aooordo4 ala by t bo Buacarlaa z111tarr autborltloa, 
••• oatbualaatlo la bl a pralao t-oraot. Ha added that tho 
uu.ac-rtau bad bHa "oW.o~ to tho Poloa la caaorol aA4 uator 
trrlaa olro-.tuooo, aaaol7: OorAta pro .. vo aad laotc ot 
adequate • - to foa4 ou .llouao tho 1Jltena4 t oraoo, 

Jla ot t v tllar 1atoraot, Oeaora l (}Oaako•atc1 told •• that 
41U'1JI& hlo trek, ho bad bad azplo opportuait7 to obao"o no 
ooa41u1on aad bohaYior or t ho Ruaal aA troopa. ThaT wore poorlT 
olad, oapoo111117 tor --boWid oowatl'J'. 'l'llair ualto:nu woro 
ot ootton and t baJ bod ao OYarooata. ThaT woro o-.plotolJ 
laotc1DC 11& t ho •ll1r1t Wlalok ouraotorha4 SolJhoYi lt troopa 
d1U'1Dg tho ~ol1ah-nolaboY1lt oazpal&Jl, la \bat t haT bold ao 
o.llaraot or1at1o "alac-aoaaa• turiaa t~o e.oaiaca attar tko 4&7'• 
-reb. Ba obae"o4, bo-.or, a -rltet 41oo1pl1ao -aa•t tkoao 
Ruaalan troopa, an4 aotad thor rotra1aa4 traa lootlaa. Xoro
o.or, la tho 41atr1ota tkroUI) wblok -· bod poaao4 bo ca1aa4 
tba 1zproaa1oa t hat ~. Raaalaa ailltar, autlaorltloa wore aot 
1Dt11ot1o.a p)lfaloal bam on tlllo illportut proportr owaora. Bo 
noted , bowoYor, t bot under tlo looal soYlota, tlo proportr owaara 
..,.r• bolaa tor oo4 to aa-..o tho taalta ot t ... atlo .llolp .... 4&7-
laborora. 

I a coaarol , lao -• ot \.ho OJW• attor wtaat Ito llat 
w1taoaao4, that tho att1tu4o .... aotlono of t.llo OZPalaoara 
and a111\ar7 aut.llorltloa boro t.llo oarsartca tar .ore ot aa 
otr ort to oproad t.llo Ret Dootrlao la tbo oroa oooap1a4, tllaa 
a zoyo ot Dapor1aliat1o ollarootor. 

aoapoottall7 TOUrot 
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, 

lly dear .tony1 

I have received your letter of December 4, 1939, 
with which you enoloee a aeaorandum conta ining the 
eubetanoe of reurke -de to you by llinieter 
Oieoh&no.eki on the eubjeot of Rueeo-Japaneae rela
tione t oget her with your own oo~enta in regard 
thereto. 

The informat i on communicated to you by lliniater 
Oieobanoweki i n rer.rd t o the Poliah Government'• 
eetlmate of poeaib e development• in Rueeo-Japane11 
relatione il 1ub1tant1ally t he 1ama &I that which 
Aa'bl.ll&dor Orn in a telegram dated love=ber 27 
1tated had been reported by the Polilh, Britiah and 
French Am'bl.el&dore at Tokyo to t heir Qovernaentl, I 
appreciate the thought which prospted you t o ooamu- · 
nloate thil inforut1on to ••, and I a. glad to have 
your own oo=aente in regard to the aubjeot. 

!'here wu recently forwarded by the Depart!Dent 
of State to the mRb&e1y at Parll a copy of a ae=o
randum which wae given to the Brit i l h and French Am
bl.eeador• by the Under Secretary in the oour•e of 
conversat i on• in the early part of Deoe=ber when the 
eubjeot of Jluuo-JapaniBe relatione wu dlloUieed. 
The Dep&rtiDent of State 11 1nltruot1ng the Emb&eey 
at Parll t o -k• available t o you a copy of that 
anorandUID, 

Yery alncerely your1 , 

The Honorable 
Anthony J . Dreul Biddle, Jr. , 

Aaerloan 4mba1Ba4or to Poland. 

:?·F 1 ...... 4 
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The Dep&rtllent b.aa been intorwed br the Allerican 
A•baaeador at Tok)'o thAt it ie the view ot the Britieh, 
French and Pol1ah Ambaeeadora that, un1eae e&rl1 etepe 
are taken t o aprove relatione between Japan on the one 
hand and Great Br1ta1n, rranca and the United Statea on 
the other, extr .. ieta 1n Japan --r galn control of 
Japan's foreign polior and etteot a general political 
rapproobesant between Japan and the &oviet Union. 

There would appear to be two prisar.r queetiona in
volved, naaelr, (1) whether a tundaaental and tar
r eaching rapprochement b etween Japan and the Soviet 
Union ia liltelr to ooour and (2) Whether t he etteot a ot 
auch a r approoheaent would be eo oer1ouelr adverse to 
the 1ntereeta 1n the rar Eaat ot tho United Statee, 
Great Br1 ta.1n and Franca that there would be w&rrant 
tor aalting aignit1cant conoaaeiona to Japan in an at-
t .. pt to prevent the oonauaaat1on ot euoh a rapprocb .. ent. 

After aer1oua otudr end coneideration, th1o Gcvern
••nt ie of the opinion thnt it aar be practicable tor 
Japan and the Soviet Union to arrive at agreement• re
lating to queationa auch ae t ieheriea, the Sakhalin 
coneeeaione, and the deli•iting of trontiere. Theee 
••ttero are, however, rala t1velr unt.portant. It ie 

alao 
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&laO COQOeded that a new COIIIIer<>i&l arranaeaaent between 
the tvo coUDtr1 .. a1ght be arri Ted at, althe>ugh 1 t We>Ul.d 
eee11 thAt allah an arrang .. ent woUld laot IU\7 e1gn1tioant 
e<>on<>a1c advantegee to either oollfttry 1n •lew o t the 
e<>onoa1<> <>ond1tiono ex1ating 1n both collfttr1ea at the 
preaant t1ae. A ao- oalled non-aggreea1on pact and non 
eoae t1n4 ot a Yague p<>l1t1<>al aocord a1gbt ba arr1ve4 at. 
Th1e Governaent dooa not disregard tbeee •• poee1bil1tiee. 
It, howner, allah an accord were to be reached, a.nd e•en 
it it ware accoa pan1e4 by other agreeaenu relating to 
t1eher1ee, the 9akho11n conceee1one, the del1a1ting of 
trcnt1ere, and commerce, it ia the opinion ot th1e Govern
zent that ellch a rapprocbaent wollld not bring t o Japan or 
to the Soviet Union 11ater1a1 advantage• ot a sllbetantlal 
and laot1ng character but would onl7 have a paJChologioal 
erteot or an eph.,.eral character. 

There are certain tllftdaaentala which exist tod&J 1n 
t he Par Eaatern aitll&t1on: 

( 1) Japan hae a deoj)-rooted aiotruet or the 8oYiet 
Union, a ailtrllat wh1oh baa presuaabl7 been etrengthonod 
ae a re1ult or recent aotiYltieo or t he 8oYiet Union in 
Europe, and t hat aietru1t will not be oliainatod by tho 
8oYiet Union'• participation in a rapprooheaent; 

( 2) Japan u aa1ntain1ng larce t ore .. 1n Manoh~tr1a 
and 1t ie not believed tha t Japan would reel warranted 

1n 
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in aateriall7 reducing the nuaber; 

(3) Japaft 11 aaifttalnlns an er&l. hundred thouoand 

troopa ln Cl11na oouth ot tile Great Wdl; that n11111ber 

cannot be aateriall7 reduced ao long aa China oontinuaa 

to reoiat; there io no indication tllat Ch1neao reoiotanoe 

will end in tbe near tuture; and, eun tboQ8h the National 

GoTern.ent were to capitulate (or which there i1 no in

dication), wideopread guerrilla and bandl~ aotiT1tieo 

would oofttinue tor a oonei~ erable period on a aoale 

autt1oient to preclude material reduction ot Japaneoe 

toroee; 

( <l) Japan io puroulng a prosr .. ot eli•1nat1on ot 

Weotern 1ntereeta in tbe Far Eaat and will continue to 

pur1u1 that prosr ... regardleoa ot whether a rapproohe

aent with the SoTiet Union tatee place, ae long aa the 

tollow1D8 by Japan ot that prosr .. appeara to the Japaneee 

teaaible; and 

(!5) Japan 11&1 in the paat undertaken t orward aoTe

aente 1n agsreooion at thooe t1aeo when ebe telt that 

tho llOT•ente could be undertaken w1 tbout becoalns in

TolTed 1n war w1tb a Veetern power; it ~oee not aeea 

probable that Japan will reTeree that policy and tate 

agsreeliTe military action esa1nat the poooeaeicno in 

the Far Eaat ot Western powero until and unleu Japan 

beooaee 



beooaee oonY1noe4 that the Allie• will lose the preoent 
war: aDd 

(5) It 11 dirrioult to oonoeiYe bow it oould be to 
the baaio intereata ot t h e SoYiet Union to oontribute 
to the I UOOIII or Jap&n'o laperialiatio prograa in thl 
rar Eaot. ror th1• reaeon , it lo greatly doubted 
whetller, allould the SoYiet Union, ror inatanoe, proa1aa 
Japan to atop the eendiag ot 8owtet auppliea to Clllna, 
t he 8oY1et Union would reapoot any euoh proa1ee. 

It 11 the opinion or th1a Qoyernaent that theee 
fundamental• Wlll continue to eXlat whether or not 
Japan etteotl a rapproehaent with the Sowtet Union. 

Thie Oo•ernaent hao gi•en coneideration to the 
queetion or what oonoeea!ona would haYe to be made to 
Japan to dlaeuade Japan rroa entering into close 
political relatione with the Soviet Union should it be 
deeaed that euoh a poeaib111ty waa 1aa1nent. It ia 
tllle Oo•ernment 1 e opinion that ln euoh an ••ant Japan 
would require troa one or aoro ot the powera oonoerned 
reoogn1t1on or the right or Japan to a tree hand 1n 
portion• or China, wh!oh would neoeaaarily lnYolYa 
(1) the abandonaont by thoaa power• to a large degree 
or their rlghte and intereete in Clllna and (2) oeeoation 
or aote on the part or thoae power• wh1oh a1ght be 

interpreted by Japan ae lending oupport to the National 

OoYernaont 



GoYernaent ot Ch1Da. '!'hue conoeaelone would, howner, 
it 8&de, ruul t , 1ft our opinion, in aerloue inJury to 
t he preetige ot the goYernaenta concerned aaong the 
pooplea ot the d .. ooratlc nationa ot t he Weatern world 
and .. ong the people• ot the Aaiat1o oountr1ea, would be 
ot aaa1atanoa t o Japan 1n her pol107 ot unlialted 
expanllon, and would not ellalnate the danger ot Japan'• 
oo&altting aggreaa1on aga1nat the poeaeao1ono and 
poa1 ticn 1n Aela ot Weotern natlone. 

It 1o thie 0oYerllllent 1 e rtew that we ehould not co• 
proa1ae 1n our pr1nc1plee or eurrender enr c t our •aterlal 
1ntereote in an a tteapt t o dieauade Japan troa reaching 
an accord with the 8oYie t Union. J apan 1e e~ploring the 
idea ot auoh an accord ae a threat to wreet tro• th e 
deaoor aoiee oonceeelone euch ae thoee outli .ne4 aboYe. 
The taot thnt Japan ia giYing eo auch publ1olt7 to the 
queetlon ot the accord lnd1oatea that ehe 1e eer1ouelr 
f eel ing the etteota of her preeent e1tuation and l e 
eeriouelr perturbed. A 7ieldi ng to Japan a t t he preeant 
time would r ender 1llueorr the hope t hat t he oourae ot 
eYintl would lead to a r eeul t which we h&Ye nrinn to 
brins about, ll&llel7, a realization on the part ot Japan 
that abe cannot with 1apllD1tJ dleregard treatiee and 
int ernational law. Furtheraore, it Japan i e aotuallJ 

in tending 



intending to offeot a rapprochement with tho &oYiot Union, 
it . .. no t hat control of t ho Oo•ernaont io in tho haodo of 
oxtr .. 1oto, In ouoh oiroumotanoo 1t oould reaaonabl7 be 
expooted that an aooord effected b7 th e OoYernment of the 
8oYiet Union on tho one hand and Japaneee extr-.ieta on 
the other oould endure onl7 tor a ehort period of tlae. 

In Yiew of all the oonoideratlono outlined aboYo, 
thlo Oo•ernaent oontinueo to bel1eYo that the pr1no1pleo 
ot po11c7 to whloh 1t adheroo in regard to the rar 
Eaotern e1tuation are tundaaontallT oound and that thor 
ohould not b e deYla ted troa. Thlo Oovernr~ent would of 
oouroo n ew v1 t h olnoore regret the taking of anr otep 
b7 the J apaneoe Oo•ernaent which would retleot a deoie1on 
on the part of that Oo•ernaont to follow further oourooo 
of aouon and prinolploo of pol1o7 a.nt1 thetlcal to tho eo 
whloh we are oonrtnood turnloh the onl7 sound baelo for 
heal~ relation• aaong nauono. In dotera1n1ng upon 
ooureee of action, thlo Oournment io en.dea•oring to 
gi•e the tulleot poooible oonoideration to all aYa1lablo 
inforaat1on and to bo tull 7 oono1derato of t he rigbto 
and 1ntereote of all oountrleo concerned in the Far 
Eaourn oituaUon. Ve are proceeding and expect to pro
ceed With pat1enoe and oaut1on. 



Addendum 

In addition to the six factors mentioned in the 

memorandum above, as communicated t o the British and 

French Ambassadors, it would seem that a further factor 

might be regarded as fundamental: namely, that there 

is under present conditions little tha t either Japan or 

Russia could give or offer in the way of commercial or 

political concessions or assistance which would be of 

sub•tantial benefit to the other party. 



DEPART M ENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

Dec&cber 28 , 1939. 

In response ~o your aacoran4ua ot DeceQber 27, 
there 1a attached ro1• your approve.l e draft or a lnter 
to Acbassador Biddle in ackno;ledgaent or his letter 
to you or December 4 , 1939. 

In connection with the memorandwo sent to you by 
Ambassador Biddle on the subJect ot Russo- Japanese 
relatione, there is enclosed •• or poasible interest 
a copy or the memorandum referred to in the drett letter 
ot reply to him. 

Enclosure a: 

1 . Dratt letter to 
~baaaador biddle. 

2 . Copy or a:emorendum 
siven to Hritish and 
French AQbaaaa4ora 
by the Under tieore
tary ot State . 

3 . FrOIIl bbaaoador Biddle 
to tbe Preaident, 
December 4, with en
closure , returned. 



TH£ WHITE HOUSI 
W.uttlHCJTOH 

GUORANDIJ'.I P'Oit 

'l'liE SECR£TARr or BfA!'Z 

to READ Alfll PMPA.Jtl: 

RULY P'OR III 3IGJIA.TVRE. 

r. D. A. 

Le•ter to the Prea1dent 
fro~ Ambassador Biddle doted 
December 4 , 1S39, • oolo•1~ 
me:::orendum "t .PoHah Govern
mont ' s views conoerntng Ruaao
Jnpanese relntlona . 



Angara, Decembe r 4 , 1939, 

MY ~ear Kr. Proa l dont: 

In reoent c onnraatlon wl th l.Unleter Clacbanowalcl 

(formerly Poll sh Minlater to the United Stntea, en~ 

recently appointed Chief or the Cablnet or !llniner 

tor Foreign Af!el r o , taleski) he confldentlelly imperta~ 

to me hh Oover n.ment • a appra1aal or dnelopmenta in 

Buaao-~apaneae relations baaed upon recen~ repata rrom 
t he Polish Ambassador In Tokyo, who hed been in close 

conaultatlon with the Brltlah and rrench Ambnaaedors In 

the t Cap! tal . 

In that mw informant '& views may aorve to ahed 

a~dltlonal light on ~evelopmenta In the rar East end ln 

t hat they probably reflect thO reec tlona of the Rritlah 
an~ tha ?rencb, aa well aa the Polish Governments , I 

reel 

The President 

The 'Jhi te House 
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feel they misht prove of possible interest to you . I 

1/ therefore take occasion to forward you hereto attached 

a memorandum cover1ng the substance of Minister Ciechanowski' s 

remarks. 

With every good wish , I am 

Faithfully yours, 

-~~ 

Enclosure: 

Memorandum covering substance 
of Mlnister Ciechanowski 's 
remarks. 
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lm!OR.lNllUl! 
I • 'I• • ~ 

1. Although Ruaao- Japeneae reletiona have not ye t got 
beyond the proliminery stage eo ragerde auoh matters e e 
dalimination of frontiers, fisheries, atatua of the con
ceaaiona on Sakhaline at cetera , a general detente ia 
clearly noticeable. 

2. There aeema to be e tendency on the part of Soviet 
Ruaa!a t o keep her hands rree for action in Europe, which 
induces the Soviets to aeek a political and oconom1c rapproche
ment with Japan, which in time might be completed by soce 
suitable arrens e=ent at the coat or China. 

Aa counterpart , on the pretext of discuaaiona between the 
Kuominteng and the Communists or China, Rusaic might be prevailed 
upon to declare her temporary 41a1ntereat regarding Japanese 
action in non-Communist Cbina on condition tbat her own 
inrluencea, already established there should be oereauarded. 

3. Carman propagande in Jepen 1e working to prepere the 
ground ror such Rueeian suggestions by enl arging upon the 
political importance they migbt gain if on their baaia a aort 
ot Triple Alliance could be formed; Germany, Soviet Rueaia, 
and Japen, calculated to reinrorca Japanese reaiatanca to 

Allerican 
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Amorioen dottondo, end haTing t o Japan Tirtually the whole 

or non-Oommuni at China and hinting a t fur ther te~pt ing 

poaaibilltioo or Jap&DOOe expansion In the Dutoh Eaa t Indios. 

4. Thooo tondonc1oa como at a tl~e when t ho Internal 

at=oaphero in Japan is aocawha t oonruoad: 1Databll1ty or 

oo-.rnment, lengthy d1 acuaa1ona about t ho liquidati on or the 

Chinoao campaign , UDotablo oondltlona arising out or tho 

or1t1oal t1nano1al and eoonomlc a1tuat1on, dleeotietoot ion 

among tho maaeoo on aoooun t or tho high pr1oea or roodatutta, 

rapid growt h or Ben-!U-X.1 Party o t ootera . 

0. Oonorally s peaking, the Japanoee arcy Ia In principle 

ant1-Ruealan. Howeve r , a growing number or Japanoao military 

men Ia In ravor or a Rus ao-Japanoae settlement ae the qu lokoot 

and o1mpltat, though poss ibly au portlo lal, war or liquidat ing 

the Ch1noao Incident , without ronouno lng the Immediate 

political and econo~o advantagoa gained by Japan. 

&. It should be borne in mind that: 

( a) Tbo Japan••• army tends at all coa t to l i quidate 

tho Chlnoao 1no1dont botore loalng ita hold on 

that country to1othor wltb Ita prestige; 

(b) It might be dl apoaod to engage ito futuro In 

order to obtain an agr oamont with Ruaala whlcb 

woUld allow It to apood up tho aohlovoaont or ita 

aU.. In China; 

(o) It auoh a policy wo r e to obtain united booking 

or Japanoao military olrol oe, It would oorto1nly 

ul timate l y prevail In OovorliJIIant olrolea. 

7. Wh1lo 1t ia not probable that Japan obould l1ghtly 

embark 
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embark upon a general pol1 tical entente with Russia , end 

especially upon any da ngerous compromise on Ch ina , it should 

however , be taken into consi derat ion thot , i n t he present 

c ircumetencea any excessive pressure on Japan on the pert or 

the Democrac i es might seriously influence Japanese policy . 

In this connection, my informant , reflecting the opinion or 

hie associates then went on to say thet one cannot help being 

apprehensive as the da te or the l epeing of the J apanese-

Arr.eri ca n Commercial Treaty approaches without any clear prospect 

that some future egreecent mey g ive to the Japanese Government 

and business circles sufficient political a sse t s to r.reet 

from Japanese mili t ary quer\ers the indispensable concess i ons 

for en understanding with the Uni ted States or Amer i ca . 

I n t hese c ircumstances i t is t o be reared that if the 

relations between Japan end the Onited States " ere to r ema i n 

strained, Japan , being unable to find any other issue wi th 

wbicb to placate her public opinion, ~ay be forced t o turn 

towards her extremists . 

Should such a situation ar ise , a serious i nter na l cr i sis 

would ensue with repercussions in Ch i na by which Soviet Russia 

woul d be the only one to profit. 

PERSONAL OBSERVATI ONS: 

Incr eaeing indicat i on& the\ Germany is vigorouel y f oster i ng 

a Ruaao-Japaneae accord, at t he prel iminary expenee ot Chine, 

e11d 
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and the far- reechin& implioatione thereof call, in my opinion 

f or a formula in Japaoaea- Americen relatione, providing the 

United States 'itb a obook- reign on Japan in termo or eoonomlo 

sa well ae militory-neval consider6tions . 

t~oreover , any cona1t1erat1on ot e r enewal or rorme l 

co!tlller cial arrangemenu with Japan cells to my mind tor a rn

aighted and r ealietio appreieel of po tential consequenoea . 

~:y o•n obaervat1ono prompt me to believe that Japan end l!uuia 

uni erstend erch other clearly: Rusale i f 1~ tho prooaaa , 

lao to apeakl or helping herself to -urope ; Japan, or helping 

herself to Chine . 

I doubt eeriouel)' " bather nuss1e "ould have t one beyond 

her own frontiers in the west, had she not felt confident that 

Japan had her hands full in China and intender: oonoentra tin(l 

her attentions there t o tho exclusion of near- future action 

vis- a - vis Ruaeia . 

Hence, the quebtlon ea to e r enewal or our Treety or 
Commerce wi t h Japan givea riee to another question: whether 

the extension or econo=io taoilitiee to an econo=ioally dapreaaed 

Japan might not serve mora towards strengthening Japan et the 

ul timate expense or China , thtn towards trun1ng Japan against 

Rueeie . 

Angers , Deoember 4 , 1939 
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