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In the 11 ht ot Pr1 1n1 t r Mk l joz1k'a conv r-

a t n w th r l t 11n (your ) . 
b t woul b lptul 11 'J U WO ld t k e l" 1 

op ortun1ty to xpre 0 r. olotov the 1nt r t which 

th Governmr,nt or th Unit at t 1 t k1ng 1n th 

Pr! a 1n1 ter' t lk in 0 cow nd th ho e ot thi 

Gov rnme t th t the • onvere tions w 11 r ult in an 

m1 abl nd mut lly I t tactory set 1 nt ot 11 

outet ndin qu t1on bet 
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or J i't 1th 

You 111 note on th t1r p the Co 
of the 011 h tion 1 (Undergroun ) y re ue t 

e tnk 1 di t t to .o tin from th All1 b -
mand r cognition of th ol1 h t19nal (Un erground) 
Army a co pon nt p rt or th Allied r 1 ~ 
don in th o of the fr nch Undergroun • 

You will lso not that th 011 h Government 
att ch u p rt1oul r urgency to thi tter 1noe it 1 

t te . that 1 th1a attitude on the part or th v1et 
y fore us t act or elt- der na • 

I ould appreciate your in truct1on as to w t 
otlon it ny e hould t 1n r rd to th1 Poli h 

re u at. 

Att c ent : 

Pol1sh not dat d 
Au u. t 4, l 4A • 
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State Dept. Letter, lfEB 1 5 \972. 
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Tel gr fto h Com ndor of th Pol h !~to (Und r-

ground J Army da cl J'uly ~, ~: 

T 1et n tlor1 i . re arr tin t e offioors 1 

00 nd nd the tart or th onal ( nd rg.rou d, 

r • , h f·t undo·bt th 1 a er. of he 

Polish U a r" oun Oiv1 ian d 1n1 tr io . 

do your ut o t to save th peopl fro liq i-

d tioll b ·th 

It 1 ur to infor. the rJ ti. h . nd J m rio n Go r l 

nt about thi acti7it tendin t th t rmin tion or t 

Pol i::Jt nd r rou rganiz.a. ion. a. you to und rt 

itt di t t p in ord r to obtain tro t e J ied Co 

th reco~ni tion or the oli s!1 ~: tional { t1nd rground J i.:rmY as 

oom one t rt oft e ~llie Ar e 1 :i. l r ly as ha b n 

don in the c s or the nch ational Under .ow1d l...:r y. 

On Julr ~. !i!i, a detaobment or th 8th Infantry 

R nt in th r ion of Lubl 1.n wa discrraod 1hen nt ring 

into oont ot, ~a or .. r , 'it th S viet foroos. 

the point of a re-olver tha Polish Co ndor w tore d 

to sign a deolaration ot illi gn ss to eater the erlin army. 
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W ASH INGTO N, O. C . 
! I , 1---._ 

OK 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Jlu~u '": ":; 1 , 1944 

MEl'iORANDUM FOR THE :PRESIDENT 

Your approval of the suggested reply to Premier 
Mikolajczyk 1 s message to you, sent from Tehran on 
July 31, arrived in the Department on Aup-ust 14, cfter 
Premier Mikolajczyk had returned to Lona.on. The :follow­
ing reply is therefore suggestf,d for delivery to him in 
London if you approire: 

11As you are doubtless aware, I was in 
the ¥acific when your ir.easage frorn Tehran 
arrived in Washington and was unable to re­
ply immedie.tely.. I ha.ve, however, followed 
the reports on your conversa.tlons in Moscow 
with the greatest interest. 

"I need hardly assure you of the hope 
of the United States Government for the 
success of your efforts to establish friend­
ly relf4tions between your country and the 
Soviet Union on a firm and laatin~ basis 
which will not onJy further the proeecution 
of the war against our common enemy but will 
represent an important contribution to a just 
and. lasting pea.ce .. 11 
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WASH INGTON, O. c. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

ME?40RANDU11,...E.OR THE PRESIDENT 

Your afproval of the suggested reply to Premier 
Mikolajczyk s message to you, sent from Tehran on 
July 31, arrived in the Department on Au?"ust 14, efter 
Premier !"1ikolaj czyk had returned to London. The follow­
ing reply is therefore suggestGd for delivery to him in 
London if you approve: 

11As you are doubtless aware, I was in 
the .t-'acific when your message from Tehran 
arrived in Washington and wes unable to re­
ply imrnediA.tely. I ha.ve, however, followed 
the reports on your converse.tions in Moscow 
with the greatest interest. 

11 1 need hardly assure you of the hope 
of the United States Government for the 
success of your efforts to 6etabl1sh friend­
ly relations between your country and tho 
~oviet Union on a firm and laatin~ basls 
which will not only further the prosecution 
of the war against our common enemy but will 
represent an important contribution to a just 
and la.sting peace .. 11 
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ADDRESS OF"F ICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH INGTON, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

! , ' ') :- , , 1 :1 , 1 () ·" /I 

Subject: Funds for the Polish Underground. 

When Prime Minieter Mikolajczyk was here, as you will 
recall, he reouested the continua.nee of funds from the 
United States for the support of the Polish Underground 
forces, and after receiving the opinion of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff you approved the allocation of ten million dollars 
for this purpose subject to the provision tha.t the Polish 
Una.erground should establish a working relationship wl th 
the Red Army. 

Having received assurances in writing from the Polish 
Government to the effect that snecific orders have been 
issued to the Polish Underground to cooperate with the 
Red Army advancing into Poland, the sum of ten million 
dollars was allocated by the Bureau of the Budget. How­
ever, subsequent developments in the Polish situetion, in 
particular the formation of the Soviet-snonsored Polish 
Committee of Liberation, which seem to cast a doubt on the 
possibility of cooper~tion between the Polish Underground 
e.na the Red Army, the matter was resubmitted to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, who recommended as you were informed that 
the actual handing over of funds be deferred for the time 
being. 

The Polish Ambassador has recently expressed the con­
cern of his Government over our· decision to defer the pay­
ment and emphasized the fear that the shutting off of the 
American funds formerly made ava.ilable to the Polish Under­
ground would have a far-reaching effect on Polish morale. 
The Ambassador was assured that we would take this matter 
up with you on your return. 

Since Ambassador Harriman has received assurences from 

Vy sh in ski 

I I.I 
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Vyshinski th~t the Soviet Government hRs no objection 
to the American and British Governments furniAhing 
aid to the Polish Underground forces, there oonears 
to be no reason why we should not contribute assistance 
to the Polish Underground forces by making available the 
ten million dollars which we nromised Premier MikoV:ijczyk 
we would send. This decision" on the part of the Soviet 
authorities would a.ppear to meet the feelings of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff that payment ~ifht be deferred for the 
time being. 

We are accordingly making arrangements to have the 
money delivered immediately. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 21, 1944. 
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D • .iIRAL LEAHY 

Will you and the eor tar1 

of State be crood enough ·to pr(;>­

pare e. Joint :i; e .. lY to the n­

elo t r m signature? 

w111 o how th Se r 

a copy of the Jo nt message to 

Stalin trom Churoh11l nd e? 

J'. D. R. 

Message to the President 
from Premier Mikolajczyk, dated 
August 18
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 22, 1944. 

0 

THE SEORETARY 0 STATE 

FOR T ·CE BARY 

ACTION. 

F. D. R • 

...:i8C :"'Gt Memo .,..a n rl1u"'.'?. f nr- th o _._-> .... P.s1.r~ent, 
8-l f)·- 1,.1 .. , -t',-.o.,.,, Hon . Co"Y'r1 e ll S 11 l l, 1 .ttncr1 ~n~ 
rreIT10 ""anrh m1, <~ o.t eo J ~ur; . l/n 1041~, eonta i. n i n f, 
te-x:I'; o f H. t elAg .,.. ,im to thq u ,..,~R i <h~nt t)y t .11 P. 
Vic 0 T>.,..~l'l i e.,.. o f th0 Poli sh Gov r .... nrn e n +; , 111!\ .... S<i".t' , 

1 ~u :.: l ~ , a-i-1e,; li nr, f' o ,.. i.nr: er1i,;l t e n. -f.ri -:~ o ~h0 
Poli 2h F o ""'CG S -<'i. i -:r: t-!. n c~ in 1 · 1 9.'.!"S~.-l."r . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

. THE SECRETARY 

August 23, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR MI SS TULLY 

Perhaps you would 11ke 
to have these for your tiles. 

The President's approval, 
through Admiral Leahy, was 
marked on the original. 

James E. Brown, Jr. 
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My dear Mr. President: 

I received your letter of August 12, 1944, asking 
aid for the heroic Polish forces fi ghting the Nazis 
in Warsaw. 

I have been following these matters with close 
attention, and I am sure that Premier Mikolajczyk 
has informed you of all the efforts we have made to 
assist the valiant Polish troops in your capital. 

Very sincerely yours, 

FRAlilKLUl a., RGQSEVh:J. ~ 

His Excellency 
Wladyslaw Raczkiewicz, 

President of the Republic of Poland, 
London. 



re p ?FOEF1 

D E PARTM E NT OF STAT E 

WASHINGTON 

ME:.[OEANDUi1I FOB. THE PP.ESIDENT 

Ther·e is attached a draft .acknowlea_gment for your 
approv&l and signature to tne message from the Pol1sh 
President of August 12, 1944. It we.s felt that no reply 
to the Pollsh President could. be made until tne opinion 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff nad been received as to 
wnetl1er, from a military point of view, it would be 
feasible to accede to all or any of tbe rE"quests made . 
P .. letter to Admiral Leahy was d.raftea on August 14 ask­
ing for the oninion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

A reply was received from Admiral Leehy on August ?l 
explaining· that it was not feasi bl.e to accede to the 
Polish President ' s requests and recoL1IT1ending that no 
commitments he made in this ~atter . Since , in the mean­
time, the Polish Government was informed in London that 
we were prenared to send flights to \larsa.w if arrangements 
could be made for the planes to land in the Soviet Union 
and since the Joint Chief:=; of Staff hcd indicated tbat 
no corDmi tments snould be made, it was felt that the reply 
should be ·;ostponed. 

Enclosure : 

Draft reply to 
Polish Presiden~. 

DECLABSJ1'IIU) 
St.-tte De,c. Letter. l-11:7! 

.i. SM-ble Date FEB 1 ~ 197Z 
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BUREAU } 

DIV ISION 
EB 

ENCLOSURE 
To 

tetter drafted 

ADDRESSED TO 

1-103~ 

--~ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

'.ORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY 

~ enclosed herewith the White House 

Letter from the Polish Prime Minister, 

lajczyk. 

e lateness of date and all new develop­

aken place, plus the fact th~t the 

.essage to Premier Mikolajczyk a few 

Lrtment feels that no reply is necessary 

to the Prime Minister's letter of July 20. 

Enclosures: 

F'ile 



ADDRE SS OFF/C l "L COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY 

I a.m returning enclosed herewith the White House 

file containing a letter from the Polish Prime Minister, 

Mr. Stanislaw Mikolajczyk. 

In view of the lateness of date and all new develop-

ments which have taken place, plus the fact tnat the 

President sent a message to Premier Mikolajczyk a few 

days ago , the Denartment feels tnat no reply is neceesary 

to the Prime Minister's letter of July 20. 

Enclosures: 

F'ile 
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1.llcpnrtment nf ita'h 

BUREAU 1 PR 
(------- ------------- ---------- ------

DIVISION 

ENCLOSURE 
TO 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

8/29/44 
Letter drafted ____________________ ----------- ----

ADDRESSED TO 

_____ Mi s_s ___ Qr~Q-~---~JJ_JJ,,y 

J uly~?. 1' 1 4 

D./7-2044 

y: 

tt1ng herewith a copy of a despatch from 

ssy near the Polish Government at London 

~4, forwarding a sealed communication 

'rime Minister, Monsieur Stalislaw 

··•..1..r..u.J.ctJl,;Z.Y.K, nas addressed to the President. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosures: 

Stanley Woodward 
Chief, Division of Protocol 

From Embassy near the 
Polish Government, 
no. 632, July 20, '1944, 
with enclosure. 

Miss Grace G. Tully, 

The Wh1 te House. 



A DDRESS OFF ICIAL. COM M UNICATIONS TO 

TH E SECRETARY OF STATE 

WAS HINGTON, O. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

In reply ref er to 
PR 811.001 Roosevelt, F.D./7-2044 

My dear Miss Tully: 

I am transmitting herewith a copy of a despatch from 

the American Embassy near the Polish Government at London 

dated July 20, 1944, forwarding a sealed communication 

which the Polish Prime Minister, Monsieur Stalislaw 

Mikolaj~zyk, has addressed to the President. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosures: 

Stanley Woodward 
Chief, Division of Protocol 

From·Embassy near the 
Polish Government, 
no. 632, July 20, '1944, 
with enclosure. 

Mias Grace G. Tully, 

The White House. 



El.SASSY OF THE 
U !TED STATES OF ERICA 
near the Polish Government 

URGE;''l' 

o. 632 

Conf1d;nt1 J: 

A1r m§-11 

The Honorable 

London, July 20, 1944 

.'} !3.1EC.1.: Transrn1 tt1ng Letter addre ed by the 
Polish Pr1me .1n1ater, ons1eur · 
1tal1sla 1 olajozyk, to th 
President. 

The Secret ry of State, 
'iashington . 

CJlr : 

At the reaueat of Premier l ikolajczyk, I have the 
honor to transmit here 1th a. sealed letter adureaoed bJ him 
to the President. 

Enclosure : 

Respectfully yours, 

RUDOLF B. SCHOElFELD 
Charge d'Affa1res ad interim 

Letter, as stated. 



REPUBLIC OF POLAND 

PRIME MINISTER London, 2 th July, 19411. 

Vr . f Pcsident, 

Icrmit me to sul:>mit to .'OU the 1""tcf1t rD/'io mE:rFn cs 

recei vecl -r>rom the r~ommrmder of the 1 olish :7omc .rmy re-

P" ·" rr1 inr; the po.rticipntion of' our ··orcec in the cnpture of 

.lilno , anrl their coll, bor<'"L ion rii th the f, oviet \rmy in 

the C'1tnp13ifl1l goinst the Ccrmnns in the 1
1n:rth ~nctf'3rn 

provi ncee of' Poland . 

The inf'orm tion given in the::.:;e mersn :. e'"' confirms once 

again the precision \'Ii th nhich the relevnnt instructionG 

o:.-:' the Po1ish Government, which re well known to you, are 

beinr· cnrried out despite the difficult military nnr1 

political circumstances. 

A0 i•as the cnse some months ogo in 7olhynin, the : olir;h 

and ~~oviet l•'orcec ho.ve nr;nin collaborrt ed in the province 

of' 'ilno. To my mind this may be reg r ded as n f'rerh 

opnortuni ty :Cor oht fli.ning the moI'e general PoJ.ish-

The J recirent ~oviet 
'i'he ' ;hit e Yiou f'e 

lnshi nr-ton, 0 .c . 
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8oviet underst nding deoired by the J'olish Oovernmcnt and 

the remaininr; United Ir.'ltions . Irrom the convcr 0 r tions 

I had the privilege of having r.rith you , L7r . .. resident, I 

knon what signif'icnnce you and the 11.merican people attach 

to the mPterializo.tion of such an understnnding . I o.m 

deeply convinced thut if' the in•esent happen:l.ngs in the pro­

vince of ~iilno ond the l orth-.wastern Polish provinces arc 

handled e.pproprintely, they could be mqde conc1uci ve to the 

achievement of resu~ts desired by nll of us. 

At the same time, however, I must exprc'"'s my apprchenoion 

ns to the effect, if the ncce.soary steps arc not tol::en in time. 

'1'his contact o:f the f1ovie t .i\rmy with the Polish Home hrrrry , 

:fighting for th0 libcr:ltion of J olr.md, may then turn into n 

source of' dif:fic11l ties nnd friction harmful to the ecncr::tl 

cohesion and collo.borc.tion of the 'ni tccl ' ~ntionc . 

In these circumstances o.ncl in vie'.'! of' the ereot under­

standing rind syr.rpathy you hnve alwnyo evinced for the neecls 

Gnd triols of the relish Eation, I venture to cppeal to you, 

once more, Mr • .t reoiclent, to ur~e upon the ~~oviet GovcPnmcnt 

tho need for avoiding the execution of any mco.Purcs detriment 1 

both to the most vi tnl interests of - olcmd and the .LUlied rJar 

effort. 

I: orcover, it seems to l)e in the indisputnble interest of 

nJ.l the United Hations tho.t at the moment i:ihen large parts 

of I·olish 



of Polich t,cPri tory D.I_'e rapidly becoming the cccnc of grent 

mi 
1
-i tary events, the >o1inh l. omc ·rmy ::::hould bo enabled to 

Conti nue the fi['"ht nrr_,[linn t C-~rm""ny 
<c ~ ~ nd, TihilC OITiilCT 81leginnce 

to the Polish Government in London, fig· .t under the operational 

commnncl of the f~oviet "'"my. ,<"l··' .tu , wa'" agreed i n J., nr ch of thir 

yenr by the Polish Her-ion. l Coumnnder in ·.rolhynia and the 
,., . t .n.r>• 
~ovie oi ~i cer co~monding thot front. 

'1
1

his beinc; so, I 1Jc[\ to submit hcrenj_th the I'Ci11:1.Cf't of' 

the Polish Uovernment, l!hich is so Gtronr:ly reconded by the 

pressing appeal of tlle Cornmnni1er of the Home Arnw, that on 

Amer ic nn liaison officel" ue di:-;potched immedintely i'rom 

f,~OSCO\J to ".!ilno • 

At the snme time, I hcve the honour to submit to you 

once more, Mr. President, the request that Ameri can represent-

atives be secretly sent :rorthwi th to the Polish Underground 

nuthori ties uncier German occupation . 

'.L'he very presence of cuch repPesent o.ti ves on 1 oJ ish ter-

ritory must inevi t ably influence the desired course o~ event s . 

Furthermore I feel i mpe lled to point to the it ·ip:eeFrion tLrtt 

mny be mor1e on the I)olish people by the a1Jscnce ot the J1resent 

juncture, which is co vt tnl for the :i':'uture of the l o1ich 

r:tote, of any /\l lied repressnt a t:L ve on 1?olish ;ooil . 

I cm 
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I am convinced that you , l11r . i reo.Jident, re alize the 

import::mce and urcency of the matters which I have the honour 

to submit anc1 hope that you nill l)e nblc to comply \'Ji th the 

Polish Government's re1uest. 

Accept , Mr . l resident, the asourances of' my hir;hest 

consider,tion nnu esteem. 

1 JC.:ncl . 

I« :m 

J 

\ 



)nted July 14-th 
l~ceived ~uly 17th 

ll"{ 1 eriorts f'rom :"ilno d' ted Jul"'' lCth ... t·Jlcen with the l"rcre 1 ,, . · eoy th"'t uhe city w. f: 

Th 
~- -ec.n e coop ~rrtion of' the . li"'h TT 

P, city i:c c1ova.rtnted rmd los<> i . , - .... omc. rmy • ~ 
the Rea ~rmy · ... es n men CTre hip:h. Wl"tion. "'JJ...th 

~ ore correct f'or :the time being." 

/'Jgnd/ Comm, naer of the ~.om"' P.rrrr; • . 

-Jrted July 17th 
Kcr~ived July 18th. 

" -Hepo1"ts received so far from ;11no rnr1 rowor:r6 dek are 
submitted hereby 

• 11 1. In the night of 7/8 July strong detachments of the 1 olish 
Lome Army equalJing one division c crried ~n :=ittnck on 'il<.o on 
their own but in cooperrition 1;i th the Soviet Army. The •Jis trict 
ComrnnnrJe1" of the Home Army enterer::. into contnct vii th th Loviet 
.. •'ront Commnnrlcr. 

11 2. 'i'he :rorer·ojnrr nnc1 lactinr- rntlit'lry operation::: of the 
detrchments of the ;;ome ~.rrny hf've clcr-rcd .the 13I'ounr1 .-nd en..,blcd 
the PWif'i:t mrrch of [.ovi et troops throuph the provi uce of '.ii lno 
nnd the northern n ''rt oi' the n1"ovincc of ov.'OP'r6r' ck. ~ oli "'h 
mi J.i ti::-- i c in chnrec nt 0··10-.. :ilejkn. . .t rrurEele ?olif'h o.rl.t•:iin-
i: trat:i ve uthor·itios hove come into the o)!en. 

113. ·'he fo J lm!in0 uni tc o; ~he i. o J ·:.~h .. '~o~c · rrmr hrv~ .. t l:e:: 
p'Pt in the :."'ir;ht :i'or .1J.no the:C'11'r;;t,. th1ru, :ourth .mJ t~cnty 
fifth bl'igocle s or t'1e .. Prtisr-:.,ns, t or:ethAr · •i th 0he ~ oviet IJ.Yl rion • 

I 
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''Izvof'tyf'" f':1J f'cl~r report or 
c pturo of' ilno.u or the 

ltr:; J 
J• n u.l'.'l lJ7.th the m"in force o-:' t11e 'Ol' h ,.. " un ·t · ~ - ~ l'"' ,ome .1 1-':•my 

i s in the ilno r1istrict in the r::tr•enr;th .of 3 bc.tto.llon" rc­
~1i'?r?ecl by n.n r.rtillery plntoon cooperated with tho ~ oviet 
:1.r1 s:on in the _;--i~ht on the . i,ivcr ··iljn, 3C· l:lm. nouth-y1cct of 
ai no' r(papt ~rom thrit one Dnttnlion fouv,ht 15 l:lm. ue north; 
nether battalion 15 klm . due south o:f' ilno nnd stj.11 rnothe1 .. 
t~gether \.'!~th loN l underCTround unit,.., in the town i tcelf , v1hile 
two b.'1ttPl1ons were operoting sor~th of the , udniclrn :'."or·est . Fo 
new . is Qyni1 '"'bl e ribout the r8m,Ainj:r.g· lni t!:' in tJ~e province 
of J owogr(f0k /2 b~ttnlione/ nnd ·n pnrt of the· ilno unrtir~n 
dctnchment" . ~ 

0 6 • lT J I> ~o uly 13th no ncr-ot tot j.onr.: of ir.rpo1"t rnce took 1;1 r:-ce 
bct·vecn the .:. oltch _{ei::ional r.:ommancler rmd the ;_oviet ~:-tront t;om-
m nder. 

1t7 • The l o~'-iah ~errtonnl Comm "n(lcr of' "ilno in , tnef'u1ge r) tcd 
cTuly 13th rc·0ox•t o th <>t t r-msi on in the relation'"' \'1i th the f~ovicts 
:LP gro1

••
1inp . nrl reriuests th:::lt an Jnte:r•- -J.lied ':i.esion or "'t 1crnt 

one Dr-it inh rnr1 c no '·r:ierican Ii r-dron of::'iccrs be i1nraerJi0tely 
desrrntchec1 b~r Pir to the spot . ':-Che cl:-:m.eer cxirtf' thr-t not onl:J the 
Poli~h units in 'orth-"~nstern .i..ioland tot<tlling one:: orrrnri2cd-div­
ision nnc1 ~·mo1ler uni tr> uill be put out o:r Bet ion, but r:1oroover 
th~t the chicvement s of tlle 1Joli:::h Home Army in fi;::htj nr rp~i n · t 
the Germam:'I on the no1"th- e E.'ltcrn territories, includj_nr· the Jo.tent 
ct tack on . i 1110, will be :C'ru r-;tr8t e;1 . 11 

/Gena/ Goi::mander of' the , olich Home t.rrrry 

BONDS '-.-.-· 
AN O 

STAMPS 



'l'he President 

'l'hc: :hi t e House 

,.., 
.nshineton , n c • • 

dated 20 September 1944, attached, is rt::-

turned for your file with a copy of the 

reply addressed to the Cecrotary of state . 

es 

l.Y~ 
Co~ander, U.S.N. 

DECLASSIFIEll 
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S . 

ByW. J . Stewart Date FEB l~ 1972 
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THE WHITE H O U SE 

WA S H INGTON 

October 1, 1944 

ML:I.IOHAITDlnil FOR 

f11iss Tully: 

The original memor8ndum from 

the Secretary of State for the President, 

dated 23 September 1944, attached, is re-

turned for your file with a copy of the 

reply addressed to the Secretary of State. 

DECLASSIFIEll 
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S . 

By W • J • Stewart Data FEB l ;:i 1972. 
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A Qn .-tt:r.u or ... 1c 1 .... l. C O MMUN ICATI ON S 

T H E SECRETA RY OF STAT E To 

W A.SHINGTON , o. C . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, .1944 

HEl•iOH.11.NDUM 1'"0R THE PHESIDENT 

The Polish Ambassa<'lor, who is in lfontreal &..t 
the UH.RR.A Confererice, has just L.1formed the Depart­
ment by telephone that he had r·ecel\Ted an urgent 
telegram from Premier Mikolajczyk regarding the 
situation of the Polish forces in Wars,w. 

The Polish Premier stt).ted that the si tu;Jtion 
in .la1·ze.w is still very "'Crious and that th~ 
resistance f0rces !ire in u:r·gent need of food anc1 
ammunition. Al though Premier Mikolajc7..yk r~clizes 
that many difficulties arc 1nvol•r£'d in dr0pping 
supnlies from American }Jlanes to aid the · 1arsaw 
ge.rrison, he expr~ssed the urgent hope th,c;t at 
least one more flight by Americe.n pla.nes coulf.l be 
r:ic::..dp ana asked that hls request be brought to your 
attention. 

c \ 



Septomber 30, 1944 

The Sacretnry of St tc: 

A s h s be s nt to Gcn.ra Ei enho er 
and General paatz inforinin.. th r.i t .. t :!. is l ighl 
desirable ,o c .rr.r out this 7.1 ion if it is po !bl 
ana. roq estinc; to be idviaed s to the action t ken. 
It !"'...or.tont heth they can 

1th thi d'r otive. The u. s. b sesin Rua i 
hie· ar necessary to thf. aocompllahm nt of this 

nlsaion ar b 1ng clo"' d nd 1 t I" b th t tho 
~ ll"cad- h. ye he n bnndonec to !'luch nn o.xt .nt thut 
they c n no lon r b u d. 

Yo i 1 ba informed as to th action taken 
upon r ,oipt . of. , dv "'e fro· Gen r l Ela nr .. o · r. 

/ s/ '.!1111 am D. Lonhy 

" '·. '· ",- C ·.,· r· 1. L Lil"' -L~ ~: .. : -.. y 
. ... :fl: 

• • i . ~. ~ · · ~· 

,.j · 1 .;~ . !,,:00.9 (9/ 2?/ !18' 

D - t • ·· ? - I¥ - (,, (, 

'l . _p; 4lu 
Signature- (~ o-< . , ,~ -c~J.c 
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THE UNDER S ECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH INGTO N 

October 19, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Reliet for Poland. 

Following our conversatiqn Friday afternoon on the 

subject of relief for Poland, I have looked into the matter 

carefully and have prepared the following summary of the 

immediate queation of relief for Poland. 

I am also preparing a memorandum on the broader 

problem of Polish reconstruction which will be ready tor 

you in a few days. 

Responsibility of UNRRA in Poland. It is expected 

1-

that the principal source of clv111an supplies to meet 

immediate needs in Poland will be UNRRA and it has always 

been assumed that Poland would be one of the principal 

responsibilities of UNRRA. However, it has been extremely 

d1ff1cul~, owing in large part to the Sov1e~-Pol1sh dispute, 

tor UNRRA to make adequate preparations fo~ this task. 

Unlike Greece and Western Europe where relief will initially 

be the responsibility of the Anglo-American military 

DECLASSIFIED 

State 0e'"" 1-etter. 1-1re..s 1 ~ \S72. 
authorities, 
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authorities, Poland will, of course, fall within the 

sphere of the Soviet armies and it will be neoeseary to 

work out with the Soviet authorities many important 

a.spects of' relief in Poland. A 'further complicating 

factor is that the Polish Committee of National Liberation 

is now established in Lublin while UNRRA has hitherto deelt 

with the London Poles who are represented on its Council. 

§.l;atus of Preparations by UNRRA, In-recent weeks 

UNRRA has made some progress on its arrangements for 

handling relief in Poland. It is now working out with the 

Lublin Committee arrangements to send a mission of ten to 

twelve technical exper~s to Poland to survey the extent 

and nature of relief needs, to receive supplies from UNRRA, 

and to supervise their distribution. (This will be done on 

a non-political basis and the London Poles have been kept 

fully informed.) The Soviet Government has given oral 

assurances that they will facilitate the transit of supplies 

and UNRRA is negotiating with the War Shipping Administration 

tor the necessary shipping space to send relief supplies 

from the United States. However, the control of the amount 

of supplies which can be shipped to Poland rests largely 

with the Soviet Government which controls all available 

inlets to Poland at this time. The UNRRA mission to Lublin 

expects to leave early in November. In addition, UNRRA 

hopes 
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hopes to send a separate mission to Mosoow, which may be 

headed by Governor Lehman himself, to discuss with tne 

Soviet authorities other questions or mu~ual interest to 

UNRRA and the Soviet Government, including the cooperation 

to be extended by the Soviet author1u1es to UNRR~1 s work 

1n Poland. UNRRA had hoped that this mission could pro­

ceed to Moscow around October 1 but its departure hae 

been delayed at the request of the Sovieu Governmenu; the 

reason for this delay is not known. 

~emporarY Part1o1Dat+Qn by the American Red Cross. 

~he American Red Cross has consented, on a temporary basis 

until UNRRA is operating fully in Poland, to send supplies 

to that area under the supervision of its represen~atives 

in the Soviet Union. It plans to send supplies to Poland 

immediately from stocks in the Soviet Union which will be 

replaced from here, and, if necessary, the Red Cross will 

send special representatives from the United States to 

supervise the distribution of additional suppl1ee sent 

from the United States. 

Assistance from Russian War Relief and the Joint 

Distribution Co.JPI111ttee. The Russian War rtel1ef and the 

Join~ Distribution Committee are completing arrangements 

to send relief supplies to Poland from the United States 

and from stooks already 1n Tehran. It will eventually be 

necessary 

' ' 

\ 
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necessary for act1v1t1es of voluntary agencies in Poland 

to be coordinated through UNRRA so as to ~revent duplice­
t1on. 

EfforJie of the Polish Governmenti. The American and. 

British Treasurie.s have oonsen'ted to the transfer of funda 

by the Polish Government to Sweden and Swi·tzerland where 

supplies are being purchased for distribution inside ooou­

pied Poland under the supervision of the International Red 

Cross. 

( 
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3645 ~ 
~COMMUNICAT IONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH IN GT ON , O. c. 

I 

UN I T l ' D 
S T ATl·:S 
SAVI N Ol" 

BONDS 
AND 

STAMPS 

11' ' 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I am enclosing for your approval the reply to 

Prime Minister Mikolajczyk which has been drafted 

in accordance with your instructions to me yesterday. 

If the message meets with your approval, if you 

will return it to the Department of State I will see 

that it ie delivered to its destination. 

.. . l!l~~c~ 
.....________,~ I 

I 

Enclosure: 

To London for 
Sohoenf eld. 

• 
\ 
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TH E UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WAS HINGTON 

ol"'t0br.: ..... 3J, J9M· 

.At c. recent Cn.binr.:-t ncetine, a c:ucrtion 

rclr ti vo to thP- rec ')UGtrnctj on 0f Polrm<'l -T< i' rr if'"Jl . 

Thr- £-'resident tm.~ned ·':,1 "'1c r nd r ;·]red .i.f I rrrml ' '1: ire 

You 11i1l find thif m0rior·nc1u..rn rt,i,• 0h(x . 

I :-n s0rr;:,r j , if' no lone bnt I hr.1.vo pro:x rec1 ~. 

tvro-pc c;e sm1mary for th0 President 1 i~ corvenicn0e 

in cace thiR 

hiin::elf. 

I 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WAS HI NGTON 

MEMORAl DUM FOR THE PRESIDENT OCT S 1 1944 

R£COhSTRUCTIOli OF POLAND 

Summary 

1. Interest of the United State.a 

General: The future economic pattern of Europe will be largely 
determined by policies and procedures established during the period 
of reconstruction. Whether postwar conditions lead back to bi­
latere.lism, restriction and autarchy, or are resolved in a manner 
which will permit the progressive growth and liberalization of trade 
and investment will a.epend in no small measure on the e.bility of 
the wartorn countries to obtain outside (i.e., mostly American) help 
in reconstruction. 

Specific: Postwar Poland will be under strong Russian influence. 
In this situation, the United States can hope to make its influence 
felt only if some degree of equal opportunity in trade, investment, 
ana. access to sources of information is preserved. American aid in 
Polish reconstruction would (a) help bring about economic conditions 
which would permit the adoption of a liberal policy of this nature, 
(b) gain Polish good will. 

2 • War Damage: 

Up to the present damage to property in gen er a l has been rela­
tively slight. Mo st of Pola.nd' s industry is located in Silesia and 
Poznan, west of the present battle line. Moreover, some construction 
has taken place during the war, so tha t with respect to industrial 
facilities Poland is believed to be no worse off, on balance, than 
a.t the outbreak of the war. Ther e has, of course, been considerable 
destruction of housing and municipal facilities, bridge s, railways 
and rolling stock. 

3. Needs and Cost of Reconstruction 

The magnitude of Poland's reconstruction needs will depend 
a lmost entirely on the future course of the war over Polish terri­
tory. If the extensive industrial installa tions in the west remain 
intact, Poland may be able to supply almost a.11 of her recon­
struction requirements from internal resources. Should these 
districts be 11 scorched 11 , however, not only woula. the amount of 

d.8.mage 
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damage be enormously increased, but there would also be destroyed, 
in Whole or in great part, Poland 's ability to repair the damage 
by herself. 

~·· The neec. for exte:r>nal assist: nee may range from e, minimum of 
~B0-100 mil~ion, on the basis of the present situation, to upwe.rd 
of hal~ 8 , billion dollars on -oess imistic assumptions regarding 
the exi.,ent of industrial damage. These reouirements can be met 
from three possible sources: 

{a) Foreign Assets: Poland's liauid foreign assets consist 
almost entirely of ~/84 ,000,000 in goid, an amount only large 
enough to reconstitute pre-war central monetc:;ry reserves. 

(b) Reparation: The ex'cent of deliveries on reparation account 
are at best highly conjectural. 

(c) External Credits: Practically t he only source of large­
scale credits will be the United States (directly or through the 
International Bank). 

4. La.ck of Fine.ncing Facilities 

A sudden end of the war would find the United States without 
adequate financial fe,cili ties for making substantial aid immedi­
ately availaole to Polana. (or other countries). 

The Export-Import Bank would be estopped from making loans to 
Poland by virtue of the provision (similar to the Johnson Act) which 
prevents it from lending to governments in default to the United 
States. In any event, the Bank ha,s most of its funds committed. 
Private credits would similarly be ruled out by the Johnson Act. 
The proposed International Benk for Reconstruction and Development 
:ts unlili:.ely to receive the necessary ratifica tions before the middle 
of 1945. Direct loans by the United States Treasury would require 
special legislation. 

To remedy this sl tuatlon the followin g steps are recommended: 

(a) A substantial increase in the lending nower of the Export­
I mport Bank and eliminat ion of its default (similar to Johnson Act) 
limita tions 

(b) Repeal of the Johnson Act 

(c) Barly ratification of the 
/ 

I ,. 



RECONSTRUCTION OF POLAND 

The problems of immediate relief and rehabilitation for 
Poland have been treated in a separate memorandum. What is 
said herein will therefore relate exclusively to the longer­
term problems of reconstruction. 

I. INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES IN POLISH RECONSTHUCTION 

The interest of the United States in the reconstruction 
of the Polish economy is both general and specific. 

General Interest 

The general interest, which encompasses other countries 
as well as Poland, derives from the fact that the nature of 
the reconstruction process is likely to exert a tremendous 
influence on future world stability, peace and prosperity. 

At the cessation of hostilities Europe will be faced with 
economic problems of the most urgent charaoter arising out 
of the destruction and dislocation of war. Among these will 
be impaired productive capacity, loss of manpower, loss of 
'~orking capital and markets, weak and unstable exchanges, etc. 
Whether such conditions lead back to bilateralism, restriction 
and autarchy, or whether th~y are solved in a manner which will 
permit the progressive growth of trade and investment on liberal 
lines, will depend in large part on the ability of the war-ravaged 
countries to obtain outside help in reconstructing and readjust­
ing their economics. 

Specific Interests 

Poland's geographic position in Europe is such that she 
will necessarily be under strong Russian influence. It is 
to the interest of the United States that Poland maintain 
friendly relations with the Soviet Union, but it is also to the 
interest of this country, as well as that of Poland, that Russian 
influence does not become so domi11.ant as to affect international 
political stability or restrict the exercise of the legitimate 
rights of third countries. 

The United States can only hope to exert some influence 
in this part of the world if some degree of equality of oppor­
tunity in trade, investment and communication, including access 

to sources 
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to sources of information is preserved for outside countries, 
and exclus~ve privileges for one power are avoided. To obtain 
the go?d-will of the Polish people and to h~lp bring about the 
e?onomic.conditions which are related both as cause and effect 
with a liberal policy of this nature, it will be in the interest 
of the United States to help Poland rehabilitate her economy 
at the earliest possible moment. 

Finally, it is clear that the sooner a condition of 
reasonable prosperity can be re-established in Poland, the 
less chance will there be for extreme ideological doctrines, 
dangerous to both democracy and peace, to take root in that 
country. 

II. POLAND IN THE PREWAR PERIOD 

Country and Peonle 

Poland is predominantly agricultural, with industry de­
veloped to meet military as well as economic needs. Her 
people, 34 million, are crowded on the land and provide an 
abundant source of labor for industrial development. The 
prewar area of Poland, 151,000 square miles, was somewhat 
smaller than that of France or Germany. 

Agriculture 

A large percentage of the area is used for farming and, 
although the country normally exports rye, barley, ham, bacon, 
and some sugar, agriculture, as elsewhere in Eastern Europe, 
is carried on in a condition of poverty that results in part 
from unequal competition in grain growing of wooden plow and 
sickle with tractor and combine on fertile lands overseas. 
Land tenure, with both economic and political aspects, is a 
perennial problem of Polish governments. During the prewar 
period there was real progress in converting part of the acreage 
in large holdings to peasant ownership, while tiny parcels were 
being put together for more effective use. But land tenure 
still remains an active issue. 

Industry 

Reborn Poland inherited a textile industry from Czarist 
Russia and received iron and steel works in Polish Silesia 
through the peace treaty. Coal and zinc are produced in excess 

of domestic 
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of domestic n d Ther ee s, oil and potash to meet home requirements. 
and e are also industries which process farm products - flour 
timbsug~r mills, slaughter houses, tanning, and a considerable 

er industry. 

a The ~evelopment of the railways, which were of the same 
~ ug as in Western Europe, and of electric power reflected the 
ac ardness of the country. 

Foreign capital, of which French, British, American and 
German was most important, was invested in Poland in a variety 
Of for~s. The total amount was estimated, in 1936-37, at 
~bout $1.1 billion. The American investment (estimated at 
$175 million) was largely in government bonds, in zinc mining 
and in petroleum. Poland at that time was indebted to the 
United States Government in amount of $208 million. This debt 
was in default. 

I I I • WAR DAlVfA GE 

Though the war has surged twice over Poland and brought 
a five year occupation of notorious savagery, the population 
is so dense that the slaughter, dreadful as it has been, does 
not seem to have had much effect on the labor aspect of the 
country's economic potential. 

The extent of war damage to industry will depend on future 
military operations. There is little precise information as 
yet on damage to industrial facilities. There must have been 
wide-spread damage in Warsaw. There has also been industrial 
expansion, and till now there seems to have been little net 
industrial destruction. However, the battleline is still 
east of the principal industrial regions. The toll of damage 
to dwellings and other buildings in Warsaw and elsewhere must 
have been tremendous and will be increased. It may be assumed 
that bridges will have been destroyed by the retreating Germans, 
that railways will be in poor condition and that much rolling 
stock has been lost or will be recovered in bad order. Trans­
portation will carry a high priority in reconstruction. Polish 
financial institutions have been among the victims of Nazi 
occupation. However, gold reserves of 84 million dollars found 
safety in Dakar and New York. 

IV. NEW ECONOillIY 

The frontiers of the new Poland have not been determined. 
It is assumed that the Eastern Provinces will not be part of 

the ~ew 
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~~~ new state, but that East Prussia and German Upper Silesia 
1 b~come part of Poland. No assumption is made as to changes 

affecting other territory east of the Oder or as to Lvov Province. 

1 
Immediate r .econstruction in its details will depend large-

y on damage sUffered in the coming months. Priorities in 
restorat~on will go to transportation and industries supplying 
necessities, electric power systems coal mines food process­
~ng plants, textile and tanning est~blishments.' The varied 
industries of Upper Silesia may play an important part in re­
construction. The short run program depends on war damage to so 
great a degree that it cannot now be appraised. 

. Longer range reconstruction will involve the broad develop-
ment of modern industry based on the extensive coal fields and 
the complex of industry already established in Upper Silesia 
and in Polish Silesia. An active iron and steel industry with 
increased production of chemicals, including fertilizers, and 
farm machinery, are obvious elements in the new economy. Addition­
al electric power plants and modernized and expanded railway and 
highway systems will be essential. As living standards rise new 
industries will be developed to meet demands. 

Farm practices should be brought in line with modern 
scientific agriculture: better seed and breeding, more tools and 
machines, more fertilizer and better organized marketing. Some 
changes should probably be made in types of farming. The number 
of livestock, including poultry, should probably be increased, 
and some land now in grain should go into forage crops. The 
United States could supply technical assistance in research, 
needed in Poland as elsewhere, for the study of local farm 
problems, and in organizing a program of education to bring 
knowledge of better practices to the peasant. 

V. POSSIBLE INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 

Poland's reconstruction needs must be viewed not only against 
the background of probable territorial adjustments but also in 
the light of possible changes in the economic structure of the 
country. 

Land Tenure 

The Polish Committee of National Liberation has announced a 
program of agrarian reform looking toward the breaking up of the 

large 
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large landed estates into five-hectare holdings to be sold to 
the peasants on very easy credit terms. 

Whether or not this program will be fully realized (which 
may depend in part on the future government of Poland) and, if 
realiz:d, whether it will be practicable, cannot be foretold. 
Ther: is considerable doubt as to the viability of such small 
holdings. What is almost certain, however, is that reform of 
t
1

he prewar system of land tenure will be continued and probably 
ntensified. 

It may confidently be expected that land reform will be 
accompanied by efforts to increase farm productivity both 
tl_lrough expanded educational facilities and increased mechaniza­
tion. If agrarian reform is to succeed, it will require large 
outlays for farm equipment of all sorts and for the establishment 
of agricultural schools, experimental stations, etc. 

State Socialisrg 

Before the war Poland had developed state socialism perhaps 
to a greater extent than any other country in Europe outside of 
~ussia. The state owned all or practically all of the railroads, 
merchant marine, post, radio, telegraph and telephone, and 
commercial aviation. It possessed 70 per cent of the iron 
production, 30 per cent of the coal output, 99 per cent of the 
salt mines, 80 per cent of chemical industry, 20 per cent of 
the oil refineries, 50 per cent of the metal industry, 37 per 
cent of the forests of the country, and the entire armament 
industry. It manufactured automobiles and airplanes, and oper­
ated monopolies in alcohol, matches, tobacco, and salt. In 
addition, state insurance companies wrote almost half of all 
insurance policies and state banks dominated the supply of 
commercial, investment, and agricultural credit. 

The absence of an important middle class permitted the 
growth of Polish etatisme without much opposition, and for this 
reason, among others, there may be expected a continuation of 
the trend after the war. Yet it should be noted that private 
enterprise was never proscribed - on the contrary, was encouraged -
in prewar Poland. Whether this policy, too, will be continued 
will, of course, depend largely on the political character of 
Poland's future government. 

VI. POSSIBLE NEEDS ~~1D COST OF RECONSTRUCTION 

The magnitude of Poland's reconstruction needs will depend, 

in very 
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~~1I~~ytgrec:-t mes.sure, on the future course of the war over 
unti erritory. As pointed out in Section III, war damage 
subst now has been relatively light. If Poland should recover 
dist ~niia(lly intact industrial installations of the Silesian 
not ric Polish and German) and of the Posnan area, it is 

1 an overstatement to say that she will be able to supply 
~ most all of her reconstruction requirements from internal 
se~<?ur~es. On the other hand, should these districts be 
du Jee ed to "scorching", not only would the amount of the 
~mage be enormously increased, but there would also be destroy-

de ' in Whole or in great part, Poland's ability to repair the 
amage by herself. 

' Poland will . in any event be able to provide the labor and 
most of the building material needed in the reconstruction of 
housing, etc. On pessimistic assumptions regarding the 
extent of the damage, Poland will depend on outside sources 
for ~any kinds of capital goods, especially locomotives, factory 
machinery, and electric equipment. 

Poland's need for external assistance may range from a 
minimum of $50-100 million, on the basis of the present situa­
tion, to upward of half a billion dollars if future industrial 
damage is very heavy. 

Some of these requirements may be met out of deliveries 
in kind made by Germany on reparation account, partly from 
existing stocks (dismantled factories, inventories, etc.) and 
partly from current production. The extent of the help Poland 
may expect from this source is, of course, highly conjectural. 

The balance, and probably by far the greater part of 
Poland's external reconstruction requirements will have to be 
met through either (a) dollars or other foreign exchange assets, 
or (b) external credits. Since Poland's liquid external assets 
are no more than sufficient to reconstitute her prewar central 
monetary reserves, payment for imports needed in reconstruction, 
apart from those obtained by way of reparation, will depend 
almost entirely on outside credits. 

VII. ROLES OF THE UNI'IED STATES, SOVIET · UNION, 
AND OTHER COUNTRIES 

In any foreseeable future the Soviet Union will probably 
insist on a Polish Government sympathetic to itself. The 
extent to which Russia may seek an exclusive position in Poland 
is not known. It seems unlikely, however, in view of the 

Soviet's 
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Soviet's own d 
the product nee s, ~hat it will be a large scale supplier of 
other co s.needed in the reconstruction of Poland. While 
be sour untries especially the United Kingdom and Sweden may 
goodQ tee~ Of supplies, the extent to which the y will furnish 
abillt 0 t oland will be related to their willingness and 

Y o extend credits. 

The ~nited States will be in a position to supply goods 
and materials of all sorts on a substantial scale. As pointed 
0~1t1previously, our interest in a rebuilt and prosperous Poland 
w make the extension of credits to that country desirable. 
~asic conditions in Poland are favorable to the development of 
a substantial industrial economy so that in spite of her 
present poverty and distress, she may be regarded as a reason­
able credit risk for reconstruction loans. 

VIII. LACK OF FINANCING FACILITIES 

A sudden end of the war would find the United States with­
out adequate financial facilities for . making substantial aid 
immediately available to Poland (or other countries). 

The Export-Import Bank would be estopped from making loans 
to Poland by virtue of the provision (similar to the Johnson 
Act) which prevents it from lending to governments in default 
to the Government of the United States. In any event, the 
Bank has most of its funds committed. 

Private credits would be ruled out by the Johnson Act. 

The proposed International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development is unlikely to receive the ratifications necessary 
for it to begin operations before the middle of 1945. 

The use of Lend-Lease for general reconstruction purposes 
would be contrary to policy and would require Congressional 
approval. 

Direct loans by the United States Treasury would require 
special legislation. 

To remedy this situation the following steps are recom­
mended: 

(a) A substantial incree.se in the lending power of the 

Export 
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~~p~~~;~~oArttB)ank1 ~nd elimination of its default (similar 
c 1nn.tations. 

(b) Repeal of the Johnson Act. 
1/ 

Early ratification of the International Bank. (c) 

It has been impossible in the time alloted and in a memo­
r~ndum of this size to present anything but the barest outline 
0 the problem of Polish reconstruction. Studies now under 
way or completed on various aspects of the Polish economy 
Will make possible a much more comprehensive statement at an 
early date. A definitive appraisal of the problem will, 
of course, have to await the termination of hostilities. 

1/ On the financial aspects of reconstruction in general, 
see Reconstruction Financing and Related Problems 
(ECEFP D-5/44, May 24, 1944). 

\ 
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1.t c. -~ecent Jal 'inst r~stlnr~, question 

'.iou will find tl•:t~ :nemor· ndu.u. &ttaohed .. 

I azr, sorry it 1 so long but 1: h ve pre~red 

·tw<>--paee ·sunmiary for tba Presidentf s eonveniene• 

in ease this is a matter ha would like t o r8V1ew 

hi>nself. 
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AO ORES S OFFIC I AL CO MMUNICATIONS TO 

THE S ECRETAR Y O F STATE 

WA S H IN GT ON, O. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 9, 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

You will recall that in your reply of November 1 
cabled to Mr. Schoenfeld for Prime Minister Mikolajczyk 
in regard to hie appeal that you take up with Stalin 
the question of Lwow you said you would have a further 
message for him at a later date. 

Recent information received from the British Gov­
ernment, which has been sent to you, shows that the 
Polish Government is waiting some further word from 
you. In view of the possibility of an early meeting 
with Marshal Stalin and Prime Minister Churchill it 
appears wisest not to raise the specific question of 
Lwow with Marshal Stalin by cable but merely to request 
him not to make any definite decisions or take any action 
in regard to the Polish question prior to the meeting. 

There is accordingly enclosed for your approval a 
suggested message to Marshal Stalin along those lines and 
one to Prime Minister Mikolajczyk, both of ·which, if you 

Enclosures: 1 1/ 
Suggested messages to l 
Stalin and Mikolajczyk. 

:OECLASSIFil!li> 
State Del't. Letter, 1-114 

.By J. Sch.uble Date FIB 1 5 1972 
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PERSONAL AND S!bfufll'.1 FROM THE PRESIDENT TO MARSHAL STALIN 

I have been much encouraged to learn from Ambas­

sador Harriman of the progress which was made in the 

Moscow talks towards a solution of the Polish question. 

As you know, I attach the highest importance to a 

mutually satisfactory solution of all the questio.ns at 

issue in regard to Poland, and because of its importance 

to our common cause I am prepared to make any contribu­

tion I can towards that end. I am looking forward to 

the opportunity of discussing these questions when we 

meet. 

DECLASSIFIED 
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S. 

FE B l ~ 1972 By W. ,J. Stcw<:.:ct Dat e ___ _ 

-( . 



PERSONAL AND SiSBEW FROM THE PRESIDENT TO PRIME MINISTER 
MIKOLAJCZYK 

I have kept constantly in mind the difficulties and 

problems which you face in yo~r efforts to reach a eat1s• 

factory solution of the Polish-Soviet question. 

After the most careful consideration I believe the 

wisest course is not to attempt to raise by cable with 

Marshal Stalin tqe specific question of Lwow but to leave 

the unresolved questions open pending an opportunity for 

me to explore the subject further with Marshal Stalin and 

Prime Minister Churchill. 

DY.CLASSIFIED 
By Deputy ArchFhc. of ~.he U. S. 

By W. J. Stewart D~te 

I I 
f 
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p . 209 

ovember 15. 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDeNT 

Tho following aug e t1one a to policy 1n regard 
to the ~ol1ah que tion ,nd in particular to Primo 
Minister 1kolajczyk 1 s mee age of October 26 and reoont 
conve .. 9 t1on w1th the Polish Amba ador r predicated 
on the posA1b111ty that you do not ~xpeot to meet •1th 
~r . Stalin and Prime Minister Ohuroh111 before the end 
of the _ye r . 

'l'he Polish issue le so acute that we believe some 
st1 to,ent of th1a Government ' s position on ner 1 lines 
1s due Premier Mikolajczyk. I therefore suggest for 
your approval the attached 1 tter for your i t:,nature to 
Prim M1n1Ater M1kolaJc~yk . It covera the pointe on 
which from our information we know the Pol1ah Govern­
ment 1e especially anxious to learn our attitude. 

I suggest th t Amba sador Harriman, who 1 shortly 
return1ng to Moscow via London, pr~sent th1a letter to 
Primo Minister Mikolajczyk 1n nernon and at ·the arne 
time 1acuss the que. tion of Lwo • If a result of 
thio d1.acuas1on Am'b · s ador 1.a.r,...1m n 1o convinced of the 
necessity of our mak1ng· a 1st attempt to persuade th 
Soviet Government t o leave Lwo~ nd the oil fields ~ 1th-
1n the front1era of Polond, I hope you w11 authorize 
41m on his return to Moscow to t ke up or lly on your 
behalf the queat1on of 1,.,.,ow with Mr . Stalin . 

Enclosure : 
Bugge ted letter to 
I>romier . [1kolnjczyk . 

)1, 

17 1i J 

' 

) , I 
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Nov srr. r,r· r 15 , 1944 

HEHORA DU 1 POH '.PHE PRESIDE!rr 

Attached 1a the e sag to the Polish 

?ri e M1n1ster nd recommendation in regard 

to poJ 1cy on Poland about ··h1ch I spoke to 

you today and hioh I hope you 111 di .cuss 

1th verell when you ee him before pis 

departure . 

B.. t tt.UliU6 J 

.. 

_, 

4 

' · 



/ ---
HJ Li rmmD Iii l on:; rru H:CLfl..'.l'IOilS 01? Ti-j} lJ1JI'I'J:,JJ Url.'EJ;;; 

•r LE cmrrE1··j ,cEc,; NI: ::.AL'rA 
f:l;D YJJ..JrA 1945 . pp . 207- 209 

i7· .. ~~- ~r,J;. 5300.S (9/21/51)~ 

Joate- ~,)r 

: :Sicnatv•~ 9Y'J.9 

)DE PART M ENT 0 F ST ATE 

WASHINGTON 

ovember 23, 1041 

~SIDENT 

Subject: Mesc9ge from Premier Ihkola.jczyk to the 
President reparcJ.irn:r Lvrov 

There are attached for your files eYtra copies 
of a. note left by the Polish Ambas sador containing 
Premier :Jlikolajczyk ' s message to you of October 26. 

The Polish Ambas sador deJivered the attached 

1-

note on the evening of October 27. Since you were out 
of town the copy was delivered that evening to the Map 
Room with the request that it be de 1 i vered to you as / 
soon as poss ible. . (!._ 

o .. ~· ~ . \,.· 
A<67 ~-

Enclosure: 

From Polish Embassy, 
October 27, 1944. 

/ 

' - . 
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':POP SEC!.·ET 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

november 23, 1041 

.. MEMORAI1Dm1I FOR THE PRE0IDENT 

Subject: M.escage from Premier Bikolajczyk to the 
"President regarding- Lv1m. 

There are attached for your files eYtra copies 
of a note left by the Polish Ambassador containing 
Premier r11ikolajczyk' s message to you of October 26. 

The Polish Ambassador delivered the attached 
note on the evening of October ~7. Since you were out 
of town the copy was delivered that evening to the Map 
Room with the request that it be delivered to you as 
soon as possible. 

Enclosure: 

From Polish Embassy, 
OctolJer 27, 19~-4. 

I 

/-



The Polish Ambassador has received today a tele­
~ram from Premier 1Jlikolajczyk dated Lonclon, October 26~h, 
instructing him immediately to communicate to the Presi­
dent the following personal appeal of Premier Mikolajczyk. 
Premier Mikolajczyk would greatly appreciate it if he 
could receive at the President's earliest convenience the 
reply and decisions of the President in view 01· the great 
urgency of the situation. 

Text of Premier Mikolajczyk's telegram to the Presi­
a.ent ·reads as follows: 

Mr. President, 

From Ambassador Ha: ·-riman you undoubtedly know 
the pressure being exercised on the Polish Govern­
ment definitely to accept already at present and 
without any reservations the so-called Curzon Line 
as the bas is of the future frontier betvreen Poland 
and Soviet Russia. In all my political activities 
I have proved how fully I realize the necessity of 
Polish-Soviet understanding and how sincerely I 
desire to achieve it, not only in the interest of 
my own country, but also in that of the common cause 
of the United Nations and of future peace. 

I am no less convinced, however, that the 
Polish nation would. feel i t se1f terribly deceived 
and wronged if, a.s the response to all its sacri­
fices, to its indomitable attitude, and its uninter­
rupted part in the fight in the course of this war 
it were faced as a result with the loss of nearly 
one-half of its territory on which are situated 
great centers of its national and cultural life and 
considerable economic values. The Polish Government 
cannot give its agreement to such a solution, as it 
realizes that it would thereby lose the confidence 
and following of its nation to such an extent that 

this 
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this would close its way to the exploration of 
possibilities of reaching understa.naing with the 
Government ot the USSR in other fields. It woula 
in fact deprive the activities ot the Polish Gov­
ernment 01· practical value. 

In the course of the Nioscovr conversations I 
have applied all my best efforts to convince 
Marshal Stalin and Premier Churchill of the impor­
tance of the above considerations. In narticular 
I stressed that it would constitute a great con­
ciliatory and amicable gesture on the part of 
Russia towards Poland, - a gesture which would be 
regarded as such by the Polish people and make it 
easier for the ?olish nation to reconcile itself 
with the other already so great territorial sacri­
fices demanded ot it, if the City of Lwow and the 
East Galician oilfields were left with Poland in 
accordance with the so-called Line "B". This line 
would not infringe on the principle ot the Curzon 
Line, as the latter did not formally extend through 
East Galicia. 

However, my endeavors in this direction have 
hitherto remained unsuccessful. I cannot, in the f ::i.ce 
of my great responsibility, regard these endeavors 
as exhausted as long as you, Mr. President, have not 
expres :-"'. ed your stand in this matter. I retain in 
vivid and grateful memory your assurances given me 
in the course of our conversations of June, last, 
in Washington, pertaining particularly to Lwow and 
the adja.cent territories. The memory of these 
assurances has not been dispelled even by 
Mr. Molotov's onesided version about your attitude 
in Teheran, which he gave me during the last conver­
sations in Moscow. I have no doubt that in your 
attitude, Mr. President, purely objective arguments 
have played the most important part. · It is known 
tha.t for the last six hundred years Lwow has been a 

Polish 
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Polish city no 1 th _ of th ~ss . an Cracow and Warsaw, and one 
ha a e sources of .Polish civilization. On the other 

n.-, the production ot the East Galician oil fields, 
8~. tmlortant to the economic system of Pola.nd, con­
sfithu es barely one per cent ot the oil production 
o . e USSR. 

I f1;llly realize how deeply absorbed you are in 
your duties at this time and in the course of the 
next days. I believe, however, that in the face of 
the.great importance of the decisions facing the 
Polish Government, which will bear on the entire 
future of t he Pol ish Nation, and in a great measure 
on world relations as a whole, you will not refuse, 
Mr. President, my fervent prayer once more to throw 
the weight of your decisive influence and authority 
on the scales of events. 

I am firmly convinced that if you, Mr. President, 
will consider it possible immediately to address a 
personal message to Marshal Stalin, pointing out that 
it is of consequence to you that the Polish question 
should be settled in such a way that the City of Lwow 
and the oil field basin of East Galicia should be 
left in Poland, - such a demarche, as foreseen by 
you, would have chances of being effective. 

By removing from the way the chief and basic 
difference of opinions in the present negotiations 
betv1een the Polish and the Soviet Governments, - such 
a demarche would render possible the achievement of 
an over-all Polish-Soviet understanding and would 
bring to you, Mr. President, not only a new title to 
the warm gratitude of the Polish 1Jeo:!_Jle, but likewise 
an agelong merit of having solved one ot the capital 
difficulties on the way of collaboration of the 
United Nations and ot the future peace ot Europe and 
the world. 

I place 
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I place in your hands, Mr. President, this 
matter with the greatest confidence and I shall await your decision. 

Signed: ivIIKOLAJCZYK. 

Vlashington, October 27th, 19411-· 

v 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 28, 194L~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Resignatio~ of Mikolajczyk 

I think you will be interested in looking at the 
t wo enclosed telegr ams in regard t o the Polish situation, 
the f irst reporting a conversation betvrnen Mikolajczyk 
and Schoenfeld in which the former expl a. ined in some 
detail his reasons for res i gning and the l atter quoting 
extens ively from British press discussion of the subject. 
You will notice that a number of Brit i sh papers errone­
ously attribute Mikolajczyk ' s resignation to our r efusal 
to guarantee Poli sh frontiers. 

In order to counteract the London news stories 
regarding the frontier guar antee, the Department on 
November 25 released the following statement: 

The specific question of the guarantee of 
the Polish frontier by this Government was not 
and. could not have been an issue s ince this 
Government' s traditional policy of not guarantee­
ing specific frontier s in Europe is well known. 

<7 7~ 
Enclosures: 

1. 

? "'. 

Copy of telegr am from London, 
no. 125 Polish Series, 
November 25, 1944. / 
Copy of telegra.m no. 10¥1-34 
from Lonc3.on, November 26-, 
194L,. 

/ 

DECLASSIFIED 
State o,ipt. Letter, 1-11-72 

c:-E B i 11 1972. 
By J. Schauble Da~ -



tff?Rf~ 
ovember 28, J944 

ME .~ORANDIDf FOR THE RESIDE?'T 

Subject: B,eaignation .Qf ~ ikola.iczx 

I think you will be interested in 100·1 in t th 
t o enc..L.or·ed telegram in re.;ard to the .Polish situation, 
th~ first reporting a ·conver ation bet aen Mikolajczyk 
anu Schoenfeld in hich the former ex1l ined in so 
detail hi reasons for re i in, and the latte~ quotin 
extensively from British re discus ion of the ubj ct. 
You ill notic that number of British p per errone­
ously attribute ikolajczy ' re i;n tion to our refu 1 
to guarantee oli h frontier • 

In order to counteract the Lond.on ne tories 
re:ardin the frontier guarantee, the Dep rt·ent on 
Nov fiber 25 rele .sed the follo ing t tement: · 

The specific cuestion of the uar ntee of 
the Polish frontier by this Government vas not 
and coul n t l v been .. n i sue since this 
Government •,. traditional policy of not P-U rantee­
ing p cific frontiers in Euro is ·ell known. 

Fui.closures: 

1. 

2. 

Copy of telegram from London, 
no. 125 Polish Series, · 
November 25 , 194h . ~ 
Co y of tele ram no . 10434 
from Lo1don, Novem1er 26, 
1944. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State DeJ')t. Letter, 1-ll·f [ B .L '± 1972 

By J: Schauble Date. __ 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 9, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRECIDENT 

Subject: Mr. Mikolajczyk's Explana­
tion of London News Stories ---- ·- --

The Polish Ambas~3ador recently called at the 
Deoartment and mentiQned that he had received a 
message from Mr. Mikolajczyk who was greatly dis ­
turbed by the news stories in London to the effect 
that he had resigned after his talk with Ambassador 
Harriman because the United States Government had 
refused to guarantee the frontiers of Poland. Mr. 
Mikola j czyk stated tnat not only v1as this not true, 
since he had decided to resign before he saw Ambas ­
sador Harriman, but that as far as he was a¥<are 
tnis information did not emanate from Polish sources. 
Moreover, Mr. Mikolajczyk added that he felt so 
strongly about this matter that he had discussed it 
with Mr. Eden and explained his concern regarding 
these false rumors. 

Mr. Mikolajczyk suggested that the Ambassador 
might pass this word on to you and express his deep 
appreciation for the message you sent him outlining 
the United States Government's policy toward Poland. 

f I 

DECLASSIFIED 
State DeJK. Letter, 1-11·7}' EB 15 1972. 

By J. ScM.ubt.e De.te1 __ 

ii l/ 
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DEC 9 1944 

LCm .. ;f,ANDUM FOh THE PRESIDENT 

Suhjoct: ~r. Mikolajczyk's Explana­
tion of London News Stories 

The Polish Ambassa~or recentlv celled at the 
Departrr,ent and menti 1,ned that he had received a 
messaPe from },:r . 1hkolajczyk v.ho was ereatly dis­
turbed by the news stories in London to the effect 
that he had resigned after his t8lk v.ith Au;bassador 
Harr iman beca"1se the Uni tea States Government had 

1
. 

ref Qsed to fJarantee the frontiers of Poland. Mr. 
iiikola jczyk stated that not only \\as this not true,~ 
since ne :rnd decided to resign 'before he saw Ar.ha s-\ 
sador Harriman , but that as far as he Vias av;are .1 

this information did not emanate from Polish source~. 
i\'\oreover, ttJ:tr .• ·.iikolajczyk added that he ielt so \ 
strongly about this r.uatter that he had discussed it 
with [,,r. Eden and explained his concern re~ard ing I 
these false rumor·s . I 

CJ r. '.hkolajczyk suggested that the Ambass(ldor 
mi~ht Dass this word on to you and exoress his deep 
a ~0reciatton for th~ message you sent him outlining 
the United States Government's policy toviard Poland. 

r ........ n .. .... ..... . -

DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, i-1M2FE.B 15 1972 
By .J. Sch1111ble Date __ 

• 

\ 



~JJ 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 194l 

MEMORANDU1fi .!:'OR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Ambassador Lane. 
)< 

In view of the uncertainty surrounding 

the Polish situation, I am asking Amba.ssador 

Lane to stay in Washington pendine further 

developments. 

DECLASSIFIED 
state Dept. Letter, 1-ufl B l 5 1972 

By J. Schauble Date __ _ 

I 



December 13, 1941 

Subject: 1mb_esador L ne. 

In view of the uncGrtainty surr·ounding 

the Polish situation, I am a, king Amb·ssador 

Lane to st y in ··as. ington )ending further 

DECLM.!S!:•'H~l' 
State Dept. Lettel', HMll 

By J. Sch.uble Date FEB 1 5 19 72. 



WASHINGTON 

December 13, 19411. 

MEMORANDUM .!! 'OR THE PRESIJ)ENT 

Subject: •iProvisional Government of Poland" 

You will be interested in the enclosed telegram 

from Harriman stating that Stc-.lin inf armed de Gaul1e 

that the Lublin Committee would soon decla.re itself 

the provisional government of Poland. 

Enclosure: 

Copy of telegram no. 4795 
from Moscow, December 12, 
1944. 

.D :.:<.:LJ\S8IFIED 
State ffer-1.. Lettel', 1-11-72 

By J. Schauble Date FEB l 5 1972 
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December 13, 1944 

MEMOJ ANDUl 1 FOR THE PREwIDENT 
-

Subject: 
"Provisional Government of Poland" --------------

You ~ill be interested in the enclo ed telegram 

from Harriman stating th t Stalin informed e Gaulle 

that the Lublin Comt11ittee v1ould soon decl re it elf 

the provisional government of Poland. 

Enclosure: 

Copy of telegram no. J.795 
from Moscow, December 12, 
1944. 

DECLA..~Sfli'IIW 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-7.2 

By J. Schauble Date FF e.~ ~ l~/2 



--­__. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS 

Th!s message h 
d1str1buted as been 

as follows : 

~OTIO!i copy to: 

EUR 
Oop1es to : 

s 
u 
EUR 
EE 

r 

~ARTMENT O F STATE 

WASHINGTON 

;nT 

LG:centi nc the 

Har rimrn settinz 

fort h f:'.0lfif? of the Q ifi iCUJ_l,l :.i:) '!.'lLJ.\JU wi l l be invrJl 'JC(l 

in t he _J r o.l.Josed chi f t of the ~)olish wer;; t ern frontier . 

~//~ ( . / '4 

(-: - /7;;/;-{,r/(_ z / 
Enclosurc~o : / 

1. Co J.JY ol t e 1cc;r am ( 
from London, no. 134 
T) i · ' n • . o is '1 1Y::r1es , 
Deceml;er 21 , 194./:. . 

2 . Couv of t el errrs.m 
.J.. J ' 

no . 1/113 ·from :rio2cm,-, 
Dr-.cc.ml'J0r 19, 1911.!;. . 

' .:·: >.,·\, ,.s!t<tGU 
Stat.. Der,t. .Letter, 1-11-72 

f t.b _l. J 1~72. By J. Schauble Date. __ _ 



Suhjr~c t: 

DEPARTMENT OF-- STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 22 , 19~.4-

I am sure you vdlJ. f i nrJ mo'i t int e:i:-2ctine the 

enr::~o::c tc;legrarn2 from fc:hoenfe l d reJorting a con-

ver:-:ation vii th Mi kolc;. j czyk a1Y1 f rom Hr:irrim~ n settin3 

forth some of t he o i f:i icul tic.:s ·1:hich will he inv'Jl ved 

i n the 1Jr o.)osed shi f t of the i?oliGh western :1·ronticr . ~ -'-

Enclosure;;; : ( 

1. COJY of telegram 
from Lonrlon , no . 134 
·:Jolis11 3i:?ri<?r , 
Deceml;er 21, l<)LJ .• 

2. Copy of telezr~m 
no . li.'}13 ·fr0m ~ ·1o;rov.- , 
Di:-:cc.rnher 19, 1911./ . 

• .. , • 1 \ .,.·· 1 " mu 
State ·De~~- L;tter, 1-11-72 

f l:.b .1. J l~72. 
By J. Schauble Date. __ _ 



December 22, 1944 

MEMORAl1DUM FOR THE PRE(IDENT 

Subject: Polish Situation 

I am .Aure you will fin mort interesting the 

enclosed telegrams from Schoenfeld 1·eporting a. con­

versation with Mikolajczyk ano from Harriman setting 

forth some of the difficulties which will be involved 

in the ) rO;JO$ed shift of the Polish western frontier. 

Enclosure : 

1. Cor>Y of telegram 
from London., no. 1.34 
Polish Series, 
December 21, 1944. 

2. Copy of telegram 
no. 4913 from Moscow, 
December 19, 19/~I: .• 

D"(' I A'::~'.J ! .. u;;u 
~; J ' 1-11-72 

State Dept. Lett.er, FE.B .L J 1j{{. 

By J. Scballble De."'- -

\ 



_.-....:;. '_,,I, 
., 

o/: 
Dece er 23, 194• 

My dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

Ambas dor Ciec)la.n~k1 has forwarded to me 
your ind letter expresslng deep gratitude on behalf 
of the Polish Government for my friendliness to the 
Polish nation. All Americans have a deep feeling of 
sympathy and admiration for the courageous and brave 
Polish people who have borne with such strength and 
fortitude the most arduous burdens and privation 
under the Nazi yokeo 

It is this admiration which 'has guided us in 
our efforts to be of assistance to the Polish people 
in order that they may build their future on the 
firmest possible foundations. With this thought in 
mind I was gratified to note that you share 
Mr. Mikolajczyk 1 s earnest desire to reach an equit­
able, just and durable understanding with the Soviet 
Union. I feel, in this connection, that I should 
express to you my earnest hope that it will, in the 
near future, be possible to reach a mutually satis­
factory solution of the frontier question in order 
that thereafter the Polieh people may bend their ef­
forts to the restora.tion of their native homeland 
and the establishment of a strong, free, and inde­
pendent democratic ns.tion. 

I appreciate your expression of thanks for the 
definition of the United States Government's posi­
tion regarding Pola.nd outlined in my message to 
Mr. Mikolajczyk of November l?, 1944. 

/• 

/-~d 



• 

You will have also noted that the Secretary 
of State, Mr. Stett1n1ue, has made publio this 
poai tion of the Government of the United Sta.tea. 

Thank you for your most friendly message. 

Very sincerely yours, 

• 

His ExcellE>ncy 
Tomasz Arc1szewsk1, 

Prime Minister of Po l and, 
London. 

v 

, 



v P F ICIAl.. COMMUNICATIONS TO 

TME SECRETARY OF STATE 

WAS H IN GTON, o . C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

December 22, 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

You will rec"!.ll the telegre.m dated December 14 .­
which you received from the Poliqh Prime Minister, 
Tomasz ArciAzewski , which we forwarded to ~·ou upon 
receipt from the Polish Ambassador here . 

There is enclosed for your consideration a draft 
reply. If you approve and sign this letter, we will 
send it to Mr . Schoenfeld by uirmall for delivery to 
the Polish Prime Minister . 

We feeJ it is importPnt to get thls letter to the 
Polish Prime Minister in as short a time as possible 
since it makes clear to him that ve believe an early 
settlement of the frontier question wouJd be of great 
benefit to the Polirh nation and people. There have 
recently been signs that the prc~ent Polieh Govern­
ment is considering some form of statement on the 
frontier question which could only do harm, and this 
letter may help to l:.eep things quiet until the meet­
ing . 

Enclosure: 

Draft reply to the 
Polish PrimA Minister. 



December 22, 194&. 

hi 1 You will recall the telegram dated DecGmber 14 y c ! you received from the olish I>r·ime ?!inist r, 
nmaFu: Arc1eze ·rski, which we forwarded to you uoon 

l"~Oe1pt from the ~olieh Ambaaaa< or h i-• • 

There is enclosed for your consideration a uraft 
r ply. Ir you a prove and sign th1a 1 tter., we will 
cend it to Mr. wChoenf eld by airmuil for delivery to 
thA Poli h Prime 11n1ster. 

We feel 1t 1s im:;>ortant to get thl letter to th 
Polish Prime 41niater in aa short a time -s possible 
sine it makes clear to him that we believe n e rly 
0 ettlement of the frontier question would b of reat 
benefit to the Polish nation and people. ~here h ve 
recently been 1gns th t the preeent Polieh Govern­
ment 1s considering aome form of statement on th 
frontier queet1on which could only do harm, and th1 
letter may help to keep things quiet until the meet­
ing . 

Enclosure : 

Draft reply to the 
Po11Bh Prime Minister. 



OO:PY --JES LT - URGENT 

The Po11sh Ambass d 
London December 14 l~~r received a telegram dated 
Premie~ Tomaez Arc1~zewskt ad~~eetsedtto the President by 
follows: • e ex of the telegram 

Mr. President, 

th ~pon assumption of my duties as Prime Minister of 
h e vernment of the Republic of Poland I have the 
P~~~rht~ convey to you, Mr. President, 0~ behalf of the 

a overnment and on my own, expressions of dee 
gratitude for your constant friendliness to Poland ~d 
the Polish Nation. 

Your name, Mr. President, is on the lips of all 
Poles fighting in Poland as well as of those fighting in 
foreign lands for the freedom and independence of their 
State. They firmly believe that their sacrifices in the 
present war will not be in vain. 

With this in mind the Polish Government fervently 
appeals to you, Mr. President, for your support of its 
endeavors in view of assuring for Poland just bases of 
national existence, of freedom and independence. 

I beg to assure you, Mr. President, that the Polish 
Government will be faithful to the same principles which 
have guided the preoed1ng Polish Governments since the 
German aggression 9n Poland. This Government, as its 
predecessors aiming at the strengthening of our alliances 
and of our friendship with other United Nations, will not 
spare any effort to reach an equitable, just and durable 
understanding with our Eastern neighbor. 

In closing, may I express to you, Mr. President, my 
heartfelt thanks for your friendship for Poland expressed 
in your letter of November l?, 1944, handed to Prime 
Minister Mikolajczyk by Ambassador Harriman. I shall have 
the honor in the nearest future more extensively to refer 
to the problems discussed with Ambassador Harriman. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my 
highest consideration. 

(signed) TOMASZ ARCISZEWSKI 

The Polish Ambassador personally transmits the above message 
to the Secretary of State and would be moat grateful if it 
could be immediately communicated to the President. 

Washington, Deoember 18th, 1944. 



,- I ; 

) ' . 

, . 

~r. Pr eid nt 
I 

Your name, • Pre 1 nt 1 th 11 
oles fl ht1n in Poland as ~11 ono tho P 

for 1 n 1 'd for th !'re dom nd 1ndepend nc 
;t· t · h y tirml · 11,ve th t th ir 
pr r r . 111 not b in V&1n . 

in 
1r 
th 

1 th ol1ch Govern nt ferv ntly 
ppeala to you, s1d nt , for your suoport of it 
nQeavor in vi of saur1ng tor ol nd Ju t b of 

n t.onal ex1etenc , of fr do nd nc • 

I beg to a ure you, r . Pre ident, that th Poli h 
Gov rn ent 111 be f 1thful to the principl h1ch 
hav~ e11ae the nreo din Polish Govern ents inc the 
Gerrl ~gres ion on ol nd . Th1 Govern nt, it 
predecessor 1m1 t the etren th nin of o r 11 nc 
and of o Ar friendship 1th otner Unit d ? ti on , will not 

p re any etfort to r oh a.n equ1t bl , Ju t nd dur bl 
und ratand.1ng 1th our st rn n 1ghbor. 

In closin , y I expr a to you, r . Pr 
h rtf l t ti nk for your fr1 ndsh1p for Pol n 
1n your l tter of l ovem er l. 7, l.944 , handed to Pr1 
1nict r 1kol jczyk y Am: s ~dor rr1 n . I hall have 

the honor in the n re t t~ture mor ext naively to ref r 
tc th .roble d1 cussed with A bassador Harr1m n . 

l e aoc pt, r . Pre 1dent, the ur no of y 
high t con 1der t1on . 

(s1 ned) TO ASZ 1 CISZE l 

he Polish Amb es dor per•oon ly tr nam1t th above ssa 
to th s cret ry of Ltate and ould b mot at tul it 1t 
coul~ be 1 .edlntely co unio ted to the Pr oident . 

ashington, Dece ber 18th, 19 4 . 

REGHAD:SJ 1u1::~LASSIF1ED 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 27, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Polish Situation 

I am enclosing three cables on this question, two 
from Moscow and one from London, which will be of 
interest to you. Harriman states (1) that it seems 
likely that the Lublin Committee will proclaim itself 
a Provisional Government within the next few days 
and (2) that Stalin, beca.use of alleged terroristic 
activities of the Polish underground conducted under 
Mikolajczyk's authority, is through with Mikolajczyk 
and will never allow him to return to Poland. 

The telegram from Schoenf ela in London reports 
a conver·sation with Mikolajczyk in which the latter 
expressed great dissatisfaction at Churchill's con­
cession of Lwow and the Galician oil fields to 
Russia. Mikolajczyk also mentioned the following 
points: (1) the immense 9opulation transfer prob­
lem which would be created by the proposed new 
western frontiers of Poland, (2) the fact that the 
Peasant Party has clecided to go into open opposition 
to the London Government, (3) the present ferment 
within the London Government which-Mikolajczyk be­
lieves, however, will come to nothing because of 
the firm hold mainta.ined by President R2.czkiewicz, 
and (4) Mikolajczyk's intention to work out a 
l)Ositive policy concerning Poland which might be 
presented a.t your forthcoming meeting with 
Mr. Churchill and Marshal S~~ 

(For en~~ , 

J ., I , 
" } r ' '· I • ,. ' / I ' " 

t-UT· 

DECLo.::: . ··~· ;r:u 

State Dept .. < •. : .. ,. , 1-11-72 

FEB 15 1972 
By J. Schauble Date < · 

\ 
r 
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Enclosures: 

1. Copy of telegram 
no. 4973 from \lloscov1, 
December 23, 1944. 

2. Copy of telegram 
no. 5009 from Moscow, 
December 26, 1944-~ 

3. Copy of telegram 
from London, no. 134 
Polish Series, 
December 21, 1944-· 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State De-pt. Letter, 1-11-72 

fEb .._ ..i By ,l. Schauble Date·......;...;.-

v 



Dece iber 27, 1944 

'ubject: 

I a:n enclo. in thr e c· ble ;)Il t1 is que tion, t o 
from i co n on .. rom Lon 1 0!1, ... lich · L.l be of 
intere t to you . Ilar i n °t~.tce (1) th t it em 
li 'ely th· t the Lubl.i. Co. nit ee il rocl im it elf 

"rov1s1on 1 Govern ent i thin the n ··t j e days 
vna (?) th t St lin, bee. us~ of 1-1llee d t rrori. t · c 
activiti, o tre n0li h unrergroun con.d1ctc und r 
. i '"Ola jc:i:.yk ' ' nt ori ty, i thr-ou~rh i th i ol, jczy 

r vi- .1 n ,v r 1 him to return to Pol nd. 

The tel.Af-1!'' m Irom Scho_nfeld in L0ndon renort. 
, conv0!' r ti on ·i th r: ikol- jczyic in ·; lich the 1 tt1 r 
ex:;! cs ... eF grt. ~t i. tir-f P.ction at Cburci ill' s con­
ce2~ion of L o' f:'.n the G· lici· n oil fielrlr:. to 
}uonia. ~ikol• jczyk l~O bAltion d UJ0 folLOWing 

tOi ts: (1) t. \~. i mrnpr JOD llPtion tran ff:r rob­
'l er': • ich ··0ul.r1 b: er· ot.ed ·by the nro )Of-'e ne~ 
.. ., rt rn fronti. •. rf' oJ. nolana, ( 2) th f" ct th t the 
Pe' s. nt P •ty 1 c, eci Jc< to pro into o q ; , i ti on 
to tr e Lon" on GovP:r>nm nt, (3) the pr en . errr"ent 
ithin th':' Lon .. on Governmi:mt hich iko r. .iczy' be­

lieve t h0w 1ver, ill come to notnin b C"UP of 
the f'in1 hr)l·· .n intained by r·e·"ic. .1 t Raczkie icz, 
·n (/.) ~ikolajczyY'n intP-nti0n tG · ori out a 
µO i ti ve nolicy crmcerning 'Jolf .. n hich might be 
re' ente ~ a.t your f 01·thco.11ing meeting ' it 

fr. Churchill 2nd • arsi\al Stalin. 

(For enclosureN, nee follo ing page) 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept.. Letter, 1-11-72 ...i-/2. 

f £.B .1. J i..i 
By J . Scbeuble Date, __ 
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Enclosu:r,s: 

1. Copy of 'L-1 r· 
no. 4 973 :fro l :osco • 

.cemb r ~3, 19~4. 
2. Copy of telegr 

no. 500 fro . o co , 
n~cewb r 26, 19/~. 

3. Cop.Y oi t le ,. 
f:ro L ndcn, no,. 134 
Pnlie'.'!h Se:r•ie.,. • 
Decembe1 21, 1944. 

DECLASSIFI EU 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By J. Scheuble Date ff b ..L tJ 1.J i (. 

v 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Deoe ber 28, 1944.. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

!HE SECRETARY OF STA'l'E 

Will you speak to & 

about this? 

• D. R. 

'.: PARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

ecember .27, 1944 

I DENT 

,f the Polish 
Liberation as 
, of Polnnd. 

~d ind ica.ting that, 
)le the Polish Com­
~lare itself to be 
ind that it might be 
)Slav and Czecho-

ited that, if such 
1ue for the present 
rnment in London 
's telegr0.m to you, 

y the Committee as 
it might be advis­

with Lord Halifax 
itish act in harmony 

We have no inf orma­
repreBentati ve of 

.ave some positive 

. representc. ti ve and 
pear to be no justi­
·ecogni ti on from the 

Lonaon Government to the Committee. It is suggested, in 
the circumsta.nces, that despite any action ta.ken by the 
Committee, we should be prepared to make it clear, in 
conjunction wit~ the British, .that at le~st until the 
meeting we continue to recognize the Polish Gove ne 
in London. 

J»:CLABSIFIED 
St.te Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By J. SchaobU! Date FEB 1 5 19_72._ . 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December .27, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Possible Recognition of the Polish 
Committee of National Liberation as 
Provisional Government of Pole.nd. 

Various reports have been received ind ica.ting that, 
within the next few days, it is possible the Polish Com­
mittee of National Liberation wiil declare itself to be 
the provisional government of Poland and that it might be 
recognized as such by the Soviet, Yugoslav and Czecho­
slovak Governments. 

The British Government has indics.ted that, if such 
action does take place, it will continue for the present 
at least to recognize the Polish Government in London 
(la.st para.graph of the Prime Minister's telegr2,m to you, 
no. 854, December 16). 

In view of the possible action by the Committee as 
indicated above, it is suggested that it might be advis­
able for me to discuss this question with Lord Halifax 
in order to assure that we and the British act in harmony 
in this matter prior to the meeting. We have no informa­
tion indicating that the Committee is r epresentative of 
t he wishes of the Polish people and ha.ve some positive 
information that it i s definitely not representb.tive and 
therefore we feel that there would appear to be no justi­
fication for us to transfer now our recognition from the 
London Government to the Committee. It is suggested, in 
t he circumst2.nces, that a_espite a.ny action t e.ken by the 
Committee, we should be pr epared to make it clear, in 
conjunction wit~ the British, .that at le~st until t he 
meeting we continue to recognize the Polish Gove e 
in London. 

tlECLABSIFIIID 
Stat.e Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By J. Schenble Dat.e FEB 1 5 19.72- ' 


