





LNIRODUOTION

No.l From Warsaw I had obsorved the course
of Hitler's machinations and the fulfillment of nis aggressive
plans vis-d=-vis iustria then Czoohoslovakie and Iithuenia.
As stated in my cable of March 12, 1938 from Faris, neither
in the ocase of Austria nor of Czechoslovakia, d1d I look Tor
Bupport from the Western powers,

No, 2 At the same time, however, I felt that
when in turn Peland became the objeet of Nazi appetite, the
Poles could be sounted upon to rfight, and that by the time
Germany's aggressive attention would have turned vis-d-vis
Poland, the continental ploture would have become so changed
as to have prompted the Western powers to lend theilr support
to the first country willing to resist Herr Hitler's apparent
determination to redraw the map of Kurope.

No, 3 In observing various aspeots of Nazi
technique vis-d-vis iustria and in turn Czeohoslovakia, I
discerned the same formulas in the preliminary stage of
machinations against the latter ms had been practiced against
lustria. Herr Hitler wes still playing on the "right of
self-determination” as » pressuring instrument, a political
pretext for inmtervention in the internal affairs of neighbor-
ing states. By then he had made it a "racket".

No, 4 In & later stage, however, he broke even
his own moral oode, by deliberately enveloping the Slavs of

former Czechoslovakia in his aggressive drive.
No. 5



No. & During the ocourse of the foregoing
lamentable events, Nazidom's polioy wes one of divide and
conouer, & polioy envolving the study of and the play om
weakness. The formula, moreover, conceived by Berlin's
"political engineers” and aprlied in the oases of lustria,
Czeohoslovakia, and eventually FPoland, entailled in each
case, 8imilar taotios by stages: firat demands, then hate
propaganda, inoluding insulte and pin-pricking, then wild
socusations, them inspired border-inoidents, and finally
leading up to shameless, deliberate aggression.

lio, & As regards the polioy of "divide and
conguer”, (a leaf more than likely taken from the Hapsburg's
book) I diseerned and ap raised as significant, the faot
that while Herr Hitler was engaged in waging his ocampaign
vis-A-vis Vienna, (and simultaneously feeling the pulse in
London and Paris), his attitude twoards Prague was oordial;
towards Wersaw unusually friendly. (That Herr Hitler was
more friendly towards Warsaw then Prague at this time,
augured to my mind, that Czechoslovakia was "next" on Herr '
Hitler's "political menu").

No, 7 Once ‘ustria was swallowed, Herr IHitler's
attitude towards Prague ohanged from friendly to frigld;
thenoe to ioe oyoles.

Mo, 8 Meanwhile, he beoame even more dis-
armingly amiocable with Warsaw, (an attitude which by this
time might be likenmed to the wolf im "Little Red Ridinghood” ).

No, § When Czeohoslovakia had succumbed,

Herr Hitler in characteristic fashion "glared" at Varsaw in
turn - his next potential vietim,
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No, 1 Polish official cireles, shortly after
October 16, 1938, informed me confidentially to the followe
ing effeot:

In conversation with Polish imbassador Lipski on this
date, Herr von Ribbentrop had elluded significantly to the
neceseity of an early settlement of the Danzig problem, and
to the question of facilitating communications, in terms of
an autostrada, between the Reich and Last Prussia. On this
cocasion, however, Herr von Ribbentrop had not mentioned the
question of extra-territoriality in connection with the
proposed autostrada. /mbassador Lipski had subsequently im-
parted to his Govermment, his conoern over Herr von Ribbentrop's
insistence upon an early settlement of these two points.

No, 2 I was aware, moreover, that the Polish
Government had been studying various formulae looking to a
solution of the Danzig problem, as well as of the guestion
of faeilitating OGerman-Eest Prussian communications aoross
Pomorze .

In this conneotion, I had gained the impression that
Minister Beek and his assoociatez were inclined to prefer a
non-extra-territorial autostrada to the them existent
mumerous routes of communication between the Reioh and East
Prussia. In that they felt these numerous routes served
to faellitate anti-Polish esplonage mctivities, they looked

upon the establishment of one main route as affording
better



better opportunity to guard against these activities. I
furthermore gained the lmpression that they hoped to trade
a Polish-financed non-extra-territorial autostrada for a
Just and permanent settlement of the Danzig question.

Ne., 5 In conneotion with the foregoing, a
leading offiocial of the Foreign Offioce subsequently told
me that in studying Berlin's envisaged plans in conneotion
with the proposed sutostrada, his attention was drawn to
the fact that not only 4id each successive plan envisage
an extra-territorial highway, but also that each plan in
turn specified an inorease thereof, ranging from five to
twenty-five kilometers in width, In discussing this point
with Minister Beok, he emphasized his opinion that Derlin's
specifications on this score only went to show that BDerlin
regarded the project more as a strategle factor, than one

facilitating communications.
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No, 1 Following Minister Beck's return from

his January 5, 1939 visit to Herr Hitler at Berchtesgaden,
I asked him whether Herr Hitler was diffioult to talk and
deal with personally. Miniater BHeck replied that on
oogasions previocus to January 5, when he had had meetings
with Herr Hitler, the latter had usually evinced a olear
and reasonable attitude and a most occrdial manner.

Ho. 2. During the Minister's aforementioned
meeting with Herr Hitler, however, he stated the latter was
ocordial as usual, but in other respects a different man; a
disgernible change had taken place. In the course of thelr
lengthy conversation, Herr Hitler seldom locked Minister Beok
in the eye as had previously been his custom; instead, he
kept his eyes fooused on the oeiling. (I galned the impression
that this comnversation took the form more or less of a
monologus, wherein Herr Hitler "thought outloud” in a tour
d'horizon for several hours).

No, 3 This attitude of Herr Hitler's put
Minister Beok on guard., The Minister sensed that this was
not the manm he had known before,and even during the ocourse
of the conference, he realized that Poland henceforth had
to be more alert than ever before vis-d-vis Germany.

No, 4 In response to my further guestion as
to whether he thought Herr Hitler was bluffing or meant war,

he did not know.
Minister Beok observed that{Herr Hitler, previous to the

olose
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olose of 1958, had been confident he could gain his objectives
without involving Germany in a war. lis easy "bloodless"”
sucoesses had aprarently gone to iis head, amn effect whioh
had in large measure contributed towards the change which

he, Minister Beok discerned on January S.

Ho, 5 In response to my further inquiry as %o
whether among the ciroles around Hitler, there were any
individusls possessing the qualitles of real leadership,
Minister Beok stated in effeot the following: whenm Herr Hitler
had surrounded himself with what now composed the inner Nazi

oiroles some of the latter, like Herr Hosenberg and Herr von
Ribbentrop, aeted on their own initiative along lines of
their own concention. Minister Beck attributed to them the
attempt to set up Ruthenia as a center of Ukrainian agitation,
for he had been unable to discern Herr Hitler's hand therein.
Indeed, Minister Beock felt that Herr von Ribbentrop had
become a danger for Herr Hitler's regime in that Minister
Peok suspected him of refralning from giving Herr Hitler the
gorreot versioms of disoussions and communiques. In this
gonnection, Herr Hitler sould read only German and was thus
at the merey of tramslators under Herr von Ribbentrop's
direotion.

No. & Men of the calibre of Herr von Neurath
were not whole-souled Nazis, but they earried our Herr litler's
grders to the letter. Field Marshel Goering poasessed the
sualities of leadership, but his influensce on the direotion
of German foreign polioy was apparently eclipsed for the
moment at least, by Herr von Ribbentrop's hold on Herr Hitler.

No. 7
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No., 7 Minister Beck went on to say that
during his January 5 meeting with Herr iiitler, the latter
revealed for the first time that he regarded Fleld Marshal
Goering as his suoccessor. In this connection, Herr Hitler
remarked that he regreted that the necessity to concentrate
so much labor on the conmstruotiom of the Slegfried Line
had retarded progress on his comstruection program for Berlin,
However, Field Marshal Uoering was thoroughly familiar with
hie program and could carry on in case anything happened to
him,

No. 8 iAfter his conference with Herr Hitler
at Derchtesgaden, Minister Beck and Count Michel Lubienskl,
nis Cabinet Chief, dined with Herr von Ribbentrop in Munioh.
Minister Beok informed me that during the dinner he had
told Herr von Ribbentrop that follewing all previous con-
ferences with Herr Hitler he had left Germany with a feeling
of @timism as to the possibility of coming to an arrangement
on whatever Folish-German differences happened to have been
outstanding at the moment., This time, liowever, he was
leaving with a sense of pessimism as to the future. Minister
Beok inferred to me that he had deliberately made this remark
in the hope that Herr von Ribbentrop would repeat 1t %o his
ohief. Minister Beck felt, however, that Herr von Ribbentrop

failed to do B0,
No. 9 From the time that Minister Beck returned

from Berchtesgaden, I discerned underlying signs of in-
oreasing Polish-German dissension.
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No. 1 Maroh ushered in a oruecisl politiscal
period, with a series of pivotal events whioh from the
Polish point of view, proved strategloally, as well as in
other vm;}, dissdvantageous to the security of the Polish
state; in brief, they marked Polond's partial enoircolement:

Ogoupation of Prague, March 15

Germany's ultimatum to Lithuania, Maroh 20

Sermany's treaty with Slovakila, signed Maroh 23

Germany's treaty in connection with Memel, signed Maroh Z&

In sum, this spelled the 1i-uidation of one country, and
the partisl decomposition of amother, all within a period of
two weeks.

Ho. 2 Thenseforth, it beoame inereasingly
glearer that the Zuropean situation in general was rapldly
deteriorating. The Polish-Oerman situmtlon in partioular
from bad, swiftly to worse. Herr Hitler's sotlon vis-A-vis
gzechoslovakia was interpreted by the Polish Govermment and
military eirelea, as a breach of Herr Hitler's avowed code
of bringing back within the Teleh only people of German
pationelity. Moreover, these Polish eireoles felt that this
sotion presaged the possibility of unlimited adventures in
Eastern and Central Burope. I became aware moreover, that
the above-enumerated series of events between the 15th and
24th of Meroh sugured added diffioulties for future potential
negotiations between Poland and Germany, in that through

these actions, Herr Hitler had destroyed the last vestige of
sonfidence



eonfidence the Polish Govermment and military cireles
might otherwise have had in his word.

Ho, & Partly attributable to Germany's
unilateral aotions between Mareh 15th and 20%h, and partly
due to imbassador Lipski's having discerned signs of an
early presentation of German demands onm Poland, the Folish
Government, on the night of March 20 undertook a "regroupment"
of its armed foreves, as well as a seoret oalling up of
certain olasses of reserves. No mobilization posters appeared;
the police disoreetly motified the reservists at night time.
Several cleverly oconceived black-outs in arsaw served to
cover the mevement of men out of the oity.

daroh Bl

Ho. 4 I was informed by Folish officials that
on March 21, Herr von Ribbentrop verbally communicated in
behalf of his Government the following "proposal” to the
Polish Government:

l. Danzig's return to the Reilech,

£. Extra=territorial reilway line and autostrada between
Enst Prussia and the Reloh.

3. The Releh in exchange was willing to recognize the
whole of the Polish Corridor amd the whole of Poland's
Western frontier.

4. The Reioh would recognize the maintainance of Foland's
egonomic interests in Danzig.

S, The Reish would recognize the settlement of the
outstanding economic and communications problems
arising for Poland out of the unionm of Danzig with

the Heleh.
No. S



Mo, § In Herr von Ribbentrop's conversation
with /mbassador Lipski on this oconsion he stressed the
importance of speed in the settlement of these guestions
as & condition of the Heloh's maintaining its proposels in
foreoe in their sntirety.

No. & Minister Beck subsequently told me that
his Government was surprised br the urgemoy with whioh these
proposals were presented, and the circumstances under which
they were made, however, animated by the desire of maintaining
good Polish-German relations, his Govermment did not refuse
conversations, although they considered the German demands
were unagceptable in the sense in which they were presented.

Maroh 20

Ho, 7 Minister Deok informed me that in the
interests of a search for an amicsble selution of cutstanding
Polish-German differences in regard to Danzig and the transit
roands between the Reich and Zast Prussia, his Government had
that day formulated its point of view in writing to the
German Govermment in effect as follows:

Fully apprecieting the importance of maintaining good
neighborly relations with Germany, the Polish Governmant
proposed a guarantee by Polend and Germany of the separate
entity of the Free City of Danzig, the existence of whioch
would be based upon the complete freedom of the internal
1ife of the loeal population, and the safe guarding of the
respest for the rights and interests of Poland, Moreover,
the Polish Oovernment was willing to study together with

the OCerman Govermment all further facilities for travellers
in
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in transit, as well as techmical facilities in rallway
and read transit betwesn the Reloh and Zast “russia.

Ho, B Minister Beok interjeeted at this polnt
that his Government wns guided by the ldea of offering te
the citizens of the Reiech all possible facilities for them
to travel in tronsit soross Polish territory without any
dirfioulties.

No. 8 The Minister went on to say that his
Oovernment in its writing of that date lied stressed, moTreover,
that it was its intention to treat with the utmost liberality,
German demands in that respeet with the only reservation
that Polend could not surrender her sovereignty over the
territory through whieh the transit roads would pass. Flnally,
his Oovernment had stated that 1ts attitude in the matter
of communioations faollities throusgh Pomorze was dependent
upon the attitude of the neloh with regerd to the guestion
of the Free City of Danzig.

Ko, 10 Minister Beck emphasized moreover, that
his Govermment in formulsting these proposals was acting in
the spirit of the Polish-German Declaration of 1984, which
provided for the direet exchange of views in problems con-
gerning both countries, entitling each of them to state its
point of view in the ocourse of negotiations.

No, 11 The Minister concluded by stating that
on the ococasion of Ambacsador Lipeki's tranomitting the
Polish Government's afore-desoribed reply to Herr von Ribben-
trop, the former had replied to Herr von Ribbentrop's
question that in view of evenis which had threatened Poland's

strategle position, Poland had undertaken as a precautionary
measure,



measure, a regroupment of her armed foroes.
Maroh 29
o, 12 in officer of the Fresident's household
as well as an official of the Foreign Office, divulged in
striotest confidense in effect the following broad outline
of Poland's plan of defense: (a) to keep the Polish army
intaoct; (b) to resist as long as possible an attempted
gapture of Varsew and/or the "Industrial Triangle"; (o)
withdrawal of the main bedy of Polish forces under cover
of delayed aotion if and when pressure from a potential
Jerman attack made it necessary, to the main defensive
position, on the line of the strategle Harew, Bug, Vistula,
and San rivers; (d4) to delay the adversary's advance
1/ until the advent of rainy and wintry weather and 2/ until
assistance from Polend's Western Allies might have diverted
the full brunt of the German attack from off the Polish front.
My informants went on to say that while this was the Folish
defense plan in terms of the broad sweep, the Government
and the General Staff had decided that, im event the capture
of Varsaw by the adversary became imminent, the Government
and the Oeneral Staff would withdraw from Warsaw - the
Government re-establishing its seat in Eastern Poland, the
General Staff setting up its headquarters at some point between
the newly established Government seat and the Tighting front.
Ho, 135 In other words, sllowing for unforseen
turns in the course of a potential confliet, the Pollish
Wﬁuﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂﬂllﬂmﬂﬂntﬁthmﬁ

aim: to hold the Polish fighting forees intact, awalting
the
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the effeots of wet and subsequently wintry weather, and
effective motion of Poland's Western Allies to alleviate
pressure on the Polish front; and (b) had come to feel that
they ocould less afford the loss of any sizeable portion
of their first line fighting strength, which would be
difficult, if not impossible to replace, than the loss in
the preliminary stage of a confliet, of territory amnd even
of their capital, the recapture of wuich, chanced conditions
and counter atteoks in a later stage might permit.

Ho, 14 The British \mbassador on numerous
ocoasions between Maroh and the outbreak of war, as well
a8 the French /mbassador and the Delglan Minister, disoussed
with me the guestion of evaocuating Varsaw in the went the
Government decided to move its seat, and the General Staffl
its headquarters, inte Eastern Poland. OUm these ocoaslons
we exohanged ideas az to the most practiecal methods of
transporting our respective staffs, and the kind of oclothes
and eguipment which, as well =8 provisions, our staffs
should take along.

March 31
Ho, 15 On Maroh 31, Prime Minister Chamberlain

announced the assurance of Eritish and French support to
Ppland "in the event of any aotion whieoh glearly threatened
Polish independence, and whioh the Follsh Government accord-
ingly eonsidered it vital to resist.”

Bo, 18 Between that date and April 4, the date
of Minister Deek's departure for London, Berlin direotly

and indireotly exzerted pressure on Pdand in an effort to
pravent
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prevent the Minister's London wisit. Thie was done obviously
with a view to preocluding the signing of any agresment.
Notwithstanding, lMinister Beck left on the appointed day.

Ho, 17 In conneotion with Germany's efforta
on this scere, I noted that Berlin resorted vis-iA-vis
Danglg and the Ukrainian minorities, to what had become its
classioal pressuring tactles. In feot, I came to conaider
the condition of a political atmosphere in Danzig as a
barometer of the state of Polish-German relatioms. Im turn,
the state of these relations were reflected in the relations
between the Polish Government and the Ukrainian minority.

No, 18 On aApril 6, en inglo-Folish Communigue
recorded the assurances of mutusl support agreed upon by
both Govermments, pending the completion of a permanent
agreement. In other words, the result of Minlater Deck's
meeting in london was a "covering letter", (The igreement
of Mutusl Assistance wns signed on iugust 85, 1939).

No, 19 Upon his return from London, the Minister
informed me that he hnd been deeply impressed by the
seriousness and earnestness both of Prime liinister Chamberlain
and Lord Halifex. He hod talked perhaps four hours with
each., Their conversations were characterized by a tour
d'horizon in general and a disoussion of Polish-German
relations in partiocular.

Mo, B0 Minister Beck reminded me of a remark
he hod made several months previously to the effeet that if

war were eventually to be deolared on Germany, 1t would
be



be decided in Paris. Now, sinece his trip to london, however,
he sald he felt that the point at whioh it might be deoided
to de¢lare war on Germany, was about "mid-channel”.

No, 21 The Minister coneluded his remarks by
emphasizing his sense of profound aporeciation of London's
couprehension of Poland's position in particular and Buropean
developments in general.

Ho, 22 The /inglo=Polish Pact was unigue in that
it marked Aritain's first definite commitment in Eastern
Turope. The Faot presoribed that it wne for each country to
decide when and if the independence were threatened. These
provisions plaged each contrmnoting country in raespeet to
the other, in a position somewhat similar to the bridge player
who wotohes over the shoulder of !is partner while the latter
plays the hand., In the current situation it was Hritain
watohing over the shoulder of Foland.

Ho, 23 In disoussing these provisions with me,
finister Beck emphasized that he was profoundly sensible
of Poland's responsibility as a partner in the Faot.

Ho. 24 In the last days of March, the Delgian
Minister imparted to me that he end several others of our
golleagues had learned in strictest confidence, a general idea
of the Government's defense plan. He added he felt that
well in advance of any move on the part of the Government
and the General Staff to re-establish thelir seat and headquarters
respestively, in Eastern Poland, a train should definitely

be reserved for and assigned to the Diplomatie corps in order
to



to avoid last minute confusion, He wond red whether I
would make some disoreet soundings on this score and apprise
him of my findings.

No, 25 In response I eaid that I understood
that the Govermment's plan provided among other faotors
for transportation facilities for the Diplomatic corps as
well as for the various governmental departments in event
the Govermment deoided to move its seat elsewhere.
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No, 1 For over one month, the Polish Govern=-
ment recelved no formal reply to its counter proposal of
March 25, (made in reply to Herr won Ribhentrop's verbal
proposal of March 21 to ‘mbassador lLipski). Minlaster Beeck
told me at about this time thet he had been led to understand
that his Covermment's counter proposals had been treated
by Berlin as a refusal of negotiations.

Ho. 2 On April 28, however, Herr Hitler
delivered an address to the '"eichstag wherein he announced
that he had proposed to the 'olish Govermment the following:

1. Gession of Danzig to the Helaeh.

2. Extra-territorial rallway line and autostrada
betweecn East Prussis and the lelch.

3. In exohange, the leich would recognize the
existing Polish-Cerman frontiera.

4. In addition, Herr Hitler said that these proposals
had ineluded two other oconditions whioh the Heloh
was willing to give in exchange, namely: a 25-year
non-aggression pact; and a Pelish-German-Hungarian
oondominium of Slovakia.

Moreover, Herr Hitler stated that these proposals which

had been tramsmitted to the Polish Oovernment on March 21,
represented Cermany's minimum demands of Poland.

Ho, 3 Minister Beck subsegquently told me that
Herr Hitler's mention im his address of a triple condominium

of Slovakia was the first he hed heard of that suggestion.
He



He pdded that in former conversations only allusions had
been made to the effeot that in the event of a general
agreement the problem of Slovakia oould be disoussed. \s
far as Poland was oonoerned, however, Foland had not
consented to carry on suoh conversations, for it was not
Poland's oustom to make bargains with interests of others.
The !Mnister also stated that Herr Hitler's mention im his
address of an extension of the non-aggression past to 25
years had not been put forward in any definite form in any
of the recent conversations.

Ho. 4 In this same addrese as well as in a
memorandum handed to the Folish Government on the same day,
Herr Fitler unilaterally demounced the Polish-German non-
aggression Paot of 1934, on the grounds that it was
incompatible with the recent \nglo-Folish /greement of
Mutusl Assistance and hence no longer binding.

Ho, 5 In snalyzing the contents of the memoran-
dum and the speesh, I was of the opinion that the memorandum
represented more or less a translation in diplomntic language
of Herr Hitler's speech.

No. B In disoussing with Minister Beok, later
in the day, his and his associated reactlons to Herr Hitler's
Relohstag address and memorzndum, Minister Beck said in
effect the follewing: Herr Hitler hed misrepresented facts
in suggesting that Poland had beocome intransigeant after
the British Prime Minister's a nouncement on March 31 of
pritish "assurance of support to Polund in the event of any

motlon whioh olearly threatened Folish independence and
which
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which the Polish Government mocordingly considered 1t
vital to resist.”

lio. & The Minister emphasized that Poland had
been compelled to take precautionary measures for defense
in mideMarch. Indeed, he was explicit on the date whereon
Poland hed made its stand vis-d-vis Germany, stressing
that these measures had been taken on Maroch 20-2l, which
was prior to the British Prime Minister's offer of support.

No, 7 The Minister went on to say that in
that he regarded Herr Hitler primarily in the light of an
iustrian mentality, he thought the latter would still have
a flash of reasoming. lNoreover, Herr Hitler in his own
interests had movel inadvisedly in having changed his methods
of diplomacy snd his diplomats at the same time. He might
have sucoessfully changed one or the other separately but
heving effeoted the changes simultaneously, it had been a
major error, Herr Hitler had been confused and off-balance
sinoe he had lesrned of the \nglo-Follish Paoct and had not

yet colleoted himself.
No. B It was obvious that Herr Iitler wase

now trying to create a oleavage between the Western powers
and Poland. Minister Peok earnestly hoped Herr Hitler's
afforts on this score would not succeed, for if the Vestern
Powers and Poland stood together, they might possibly held
Herr Hitler in oheck. The greatest danger lay in the possi-
bility that he might be allowed to gain the illusion he

gould loomlize a confliet, He might be halted - yet this
aould



-dw

could not be mocepted as a foregofs conolusion - for Minister
Book recalled that Herr Hitler hod remarked to idmiral
Horthy, that if matters came to the point whereat he found

it neoessary to risk war, it was better to have it seoon.
Minister Beck felt that should this be the mood Herr ilitler
might develop in the course of thenext few months, 1t

would be dangerous.

Ho. 8 This the Minister said was in line with
his own thought that the iustrian mentallty lmew how to deal
with weakness but beocame undecided when faoed with the
necessity of dealing with strength.

Ho, 10 Herr Hitler had committed a major
diplomatic error ln having resorted to an open declaration
of demands in = public address, MNoreover, Herr von Ribbentrop
had committed an even greater blunder (for it was his
professional duty to advise his Chief) to have permitted
his Chief to omit diplomatio channels, after the /nglo=
Folish Pact, as = means of exchanging ideas towards
asoertaining Poland's position vis-d-vis Herr Hitler's
gontemplated demands. Indeed, by having resorted to an
open declaration of demands, Herr Hitler had given Poland
{ts first op ortunity subsequently to make public Poland's
side of the case.

o, 11  The Minister then said that he hod
previously abstained from maidng public reference to Polish-
cerman differences in order to avold risking a challenge
to Herr Hitler's prestige in view of the ptential dangers

i{nvolved thereln.
No. 12



Mo, 18 Turning to the subjeot of Herr Hitler's
unilateral demunciation of the Polish-German Non-.\ggression
Paot of 1934, Minister Beok sald that his Government could
not Iunpt any interpretation thereof which would amount to
a penouncement of the right to comolude politionl agreaments
with third parties - for this would be preotically egquiva-
lent to the renouncement of the independence of foreign poliey,
Indeed, Poland's acceptance of such an interpretation would
boil down to Polend's permitting OGermany the right to define
what eorresponded to Poland's interests. As far as this
point went, Cermany had herself publiecly undertaken obligations
towards Italy and the German=5Slovak agreement of Maroch 1938.
These were clear indieantions of what interpretation Cermany
had placed on the Faet of 1934.

Ho. 13  lMoreover, Minister Deck sald his Qovern-
ment rejected as groundless, Herr Hitler's objections to the
alleged incompatibility of the Anglo-Folish Pact of Mutual
Aspistance with the Folish=German Faot of 1954. The Ainglo=-
Pplish Paot had a purely defensive oharacter and threatened
the Helch in no way, in feot, no more than did the Polish-

| Frenoh Alliance, the competability whereof, with the Pact
of 1954, had been recognized by the Reloh.

Ho, 14 The Minister point d out that the Paot
of 1934 stated elearly in its opening paragraphs that: "the
two governments are determined to base thelr mutual relatlons
on the prineiples ocontained im the Parls Paot of \ugust 27,1928".

o, A5 The Paris Paot, a general renouncement
of



of war as an instrument of state poliey, Jjust as the Paot

of 1034 constituted suech a renouncement in bilateral
Polish=German relations, olearly made the reservation that
"gvery signatory power whieh would henceforth sesk to promote
its stete interests through war, will have to be deprived

of the benefits of the present treaty." Germany, the Minieter
said, had sooepted that prineiple by signing the Paris Faot,
and confirmed 1t in the Paoct of 1934, aleng with the other
pringiples of the Paris Past. It followed therefore that
Poland would be mo longer boumd by the Paot of 1934, if
germany had regourse to war in contradietion with the Paris
Paot. Troland's obligations, aceording to the Folish-fritish
understanding, would come into operation in event of Oerman
astion tirestening the independence of Great Eritain and
gonsequently im the very ciroumstances wherein the Pact of
1934 and the Paris Pact hed oceased to be binding on FPoland
ag regards Germany.

Ho, 16 Minister Beck added in this connectlon
that Herr Hitler hed mo justifieation for his unilateral
decision to renocunce the Paot of 1954, Me also stated that
the manner in which Herr Hitler had abrogated the Paot was
a Tlagrant violstien of the provisions gontained in the Fact
whioh called for a 6 month's notice by elither Govermment
before denunsiation., Moreover, the Minister pointed out
that the deeision to renounde the 1934 Paot had taken place
after the previous refusal of the Releh to aecept explanations
a8 to the compatability of the inglo=-Folish Paet with the

1934 Pact, which the Polish Govermment hnd intended to
furnish
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furnish the Heioh's pepresentative in Warsaw.

Mo, 17 Herr Hitler as indicated by the text
of the German memorandum, had apparently made his decision
on the strength of press reports without consulting the
wviews either of the Hritish or the Follsh Governments as
regards the charseter of the agreement conoluded, It would
pot have besn diffieult to do so, for immediately upen the
Minister's return from London he had expressed his readiness
to receive the German imbassador who had hitherto not avalled
himself of the opportunity, Henoce, Foland had had no
possibility to discuss 1ts view point beoause since April &,
the Reloh hed rendered impossible all direot contaot.

No, 18 In reviewing the substance of Herr Hitler's
April 28 speech, I was aware that in many respeots it was a
akillful as well ns menaeing bit of oratory. Since the
ocoounation of Czechoslovakia and previous to his address,
reports had indicated that in terms of home publie opinion,
ferr Hitler's star had gone into a tall spin. However, by
this speech, he had sucoeeded in regaining over nlght, publie
favor and had started his star again in the ascendenoy.

Ho. 19 Indeed, his play up of "apneirelement ™
proved a popular rallying slogan for Oermans of gll shades
of opinion. Moreover, %o internal mass opinion, lacking in
faotual data, he appeared gonvinoing in his olaims as to
the great value of the gountry's material gains. I noted
furthermore, that his sddress, though probably primarily

designed to meet demands of his internal situation was at
the
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the seme time aimed at serving external polioy as well.

No, 20 In this respeot it seemed to me that
Herr Nitler was making a subtle bid to detach the Westerm
powers from oland, and in line with this a bid for renewed
intervention of the "pemce at any price” slements in
Western Europe.

Ho. 21 A8 a matter of fact, as early as May 4,
the London Times, as I recall it, bluntly stated that Danzig
was really not worth a war. One of the leading foreign
ocorreaspondents in Warsaw informed me the day after the address
that London had telephoned him several times asking why the
Poles had refused what seemecd like reasonable proposals and
at the same time adding that in London politiocal oirecles
there was conslderable consternation.

Ho, BE In my own opinion, I felt that the speech
was far from reassuring. As a matter of faot, it served to
abrogate two important Paots: the inglo-German Naval Aecord,
and the Polish-Jerman Non- ggression Paot.

No., B3 Herr Hitler's allusions, moreover, to
President Roosevelt's construotive efforts on the aide of
pence savored of a play to the home galleries at the expense
of dignity and statesmanship.

Ho, 24 To my mind, his "play up" of "Lebensraum"”
smaoked again, as it always had in the past. of long-range
war-like intentions. The very word “Lebensraum™ impllies to
me intended aggression, for boliled down, it indicates a

program envisaging the annexation of those resources which
the



the country would require for the conduot of war - otherwise,
agoess of thepe resources might be acquired through normal
commerciel channels. I considered the speech as a whole
mainly in the light of defensive prestige propaganda for
home consumption.

o, 85 As to the potential effeot of the address
I was inolined in the rirst place to consider 1%t not as a
"marking time" dissertation, but one presaging events to come.
while the door wae left open a orack, it had been slammed
on the only worthwhile factor - disarmament. Noreover, I
felt that it left Burope in e state of iron tension with
alliances the only altermative.

No. 26 Polish Offieisl circles "kept thelr
ghins up” in face of Herr Hitler's unilesteral abrogation
of the PolisheGerman Non-.ggression ract of 1954, and did
their best to minimize the potential effest thereof. I had
the impression however, that the Polish Government's
industrialization program was based, more importantly than
they were willing to admit openly, upon the Government's
nope of maintaining dhie Non-/ggression Peot in wvigor for
another year and a half at the least. .s & matter of faot,
while a large part of the "Industrial Triangle" had been
oonstruoted with a notable degree of efficiency (indeed a
oredit to the engineers and organizers) by the time war
aventually broke out, the project as a whole required at
1east six months for completion - and additional time for

tuning into volume produstion sohedules.
No. 27
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Ho, BT Before embarking on its program of
industrialization in the so-galled "Industrial Triangle"
Poland, I was informed by Polish official oircles, was
faced with the guestion as to whether to confine its ao-
quisition of the main part of ite armaments' requirements
to purchases abroed, or to construct an industrial base
of supply thereof.

o, B8 My informants sdmitted that in adopting
the latter course, the Govermment's deoision was partly
attributable to optimism as to the duration of the 10-year
Non=iAggression Agreement signed in 1934. They belleved
they would at least have the "Industrial Triangle” a golng
gconcern before encountering a definite challenge from Germany.

Ho, 29 It appeared moreover, that the Govern-
ment's industrialization program envisaged (a) from a
military standpoint, building up a eapaeity to supply ite
army with essential arms and smmunition, after as well as
before the potemtinl outbreak of war, which the Government
felt would immedistely ocut Poland's access to western sources
of supply, and (b) from e social and economic standpoint
1/ oreating an industrial balance n?uu-ru agricultural
state, £/ oreation of additional fields of employment as
a contribution towards solving the inereasing problem of
over-populetion.

HO, B0 48 matters turned out, when the challenge
oame after only five years of the l0-year Non-\ggression
igreement, and war appeared inevitable, constructiomn of the

industrial
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industrial center hsd progressed too far to permit a turning
bagk., This meant that funds which might otherwise have been
available for the largegpscale purchase of much needed
armaments, were tled up in the uncompleted industrial develop-
ment at the time war broke out.

Ho, 31 As of oconneoted bearing, in a lengthy
oonversation with Minister of Finanoe, Ewiatkowski, he
remarked that previous to Poland's Mareh regroupment of
armed foroes, Poland had besn on her way towards a gradual
ralsing of the living standard of the masses, and towards
economio rehabilitation. It had long besen his dream and the
objeet of his strenuous efforts to witness during his term
of office, tangible evidence of progress resultant from
the combined endeavors of himself and his assocolates to bring
Poland out of "red ink". In a predominantly agricultural
state such as Poland, benefits from economic and financial
asgendancy were slower in reflecting themselves in the lives
of the masses than in the more industrialized statea. However,
l1ittle by little he had, during the past year, perceived a
noticeable amelioration in the economie structure of the
country as a whole. Moreover, he and his associates
realistioally facing the problem of over-population with
which Poland would be inoreasingly faced during the ensuing
10 years, had determined to diversify the economie structure
of the country through an industrislization program which
they aimed, among other factors, as a means of ereating
openings for employment.

Ho, 3E Then oame the necessity to mobilize,

foroing
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foreing the Government to alter instantly and completely,

1ts eomprehensive program of economio rehsbilitation. Indeead,
in & country with such limited financlal means, mobilization
to the ectent of the present ome mesnt a diversion of the

flow of funds from the channels of economio development, into
purely defense channels. There was no alternative, for there
was not esnough money to serve both purposes simuMeneously.
However, under the ciroumstances, the Government had declded
to proteot the state whieh they had helped reconstruct.

There was no course but to prepare %o defend Poland's inde=-
pendence through gnorifice.

Ho, 58 Morsover, the Government was profoundly
impressed by the whole-hearted and consolidated support of
the Polish people, behind their deeision. There wus &
minimum of grumbling, snd the mood and capaolty of the masses
to made smerifices for the independence of their country
was indeed tozehing. Mobilization was ocosting Poland at
the mate of 2,000,000 zlotys per day. The Government was
meeting these costs not with an jdeal sohedule, but in the
most practical manner possible.

Ho. 34 I was aware that as late as March 7,
1936, Herr Hitler had made a public utterance to the effect
that it would be unreasonable and impossible to deny n
state of such a size as Poland an outlet to the sea. [owever,
I hed frequently received reports from usually rellable
sourges %o the effeot that Herr Fitler's plan vis-a-vis

Poland



Poland envisaged the diminution of the Polish state by the
annexation of Danzig, Pomorze (the Corridor) and Upper
Silesia, as well as the decomposition of the rest of Poland
(in line with Herr Hitler's further reported plan to set up
a chain of small units, dependent upon Germany, as a buffer
between Germany and Russia)., I felt that if these reports
were well-founded, Herr Hitler envisaged a Polish state
reduced considerably in terms of territory, and to about
15,000,000 racial Poles, in terms of population.

No, 36 The obvious inconsistency between Herr
Hitler's statement of March 7, 1936, and his reportedly
envisaged plan along the aforecited lines, raised the
question in my mind, as to whether, if Herr Hitler eventually
sucoeeded in reducing the size of the Polish state, would
he still feel rorally bound by his March 7,1936 declaration

as to the reasonablemess of a state, the size of current-day

Poland, possessing an access %o the sea.
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No. 1 On May 5, Minister Beck delivered an
address before the Folish Parliament, elaborating Poland's
gase in reply to Herr Hitler's address to the Relohstag
on April 28,

o, & In general Minister Heck sald that his
Government regarded the proposals of the Relch, as a demand
for unilateral concessions. He emphasized moreover that
his eountry was preparcd to approach ebjeotively and with
utmost good will any points ralsed for d3zoussion by the
Reich., However, two conditions were essentlal if the
discussions were to prove of real value: pesmgeful intentions,
pesnceful methods of procedure.

Yo, & The address moreover reiterated most
of the points which the Minister had previously imparted to
me in & disoussion following Herr Hitler's speech to the
Relohstag of April 28, and which I have rogcited in substance
under date of April 28 of this report.

Ho. 4 on the same day, May 5 moreover, the
Polish Government sent a memorandum to the German government
expleining their peint of view in reply to the German
Government's memorandum of ipril 28. The FPolish memorandum
repeated the Polish Oovernment's counter proposals which
had bren advanced as a basis for negotintion in reply %o
the German proposals and refuted the German argument that

the Anglo=Polish mutual assistance paot was incompatible
with



with the Polish-German Non-/\ggresslon Paot of 1934. It
moreover reminded the Cerman Govermment that no formal
raply to the felish counter proposals had been recsived
for a month and that only om April 28, the Folish Oovernment
had learned that "the mers faot of the formulation of
gounter proposals instead of the acceptance of the verbal
German sug.eations without alteration or reservation had
been regarded by the Heleh as a refusal of disousalons.”
Ho, S In addition the Minister developed his
Government's point of view on the guestion of Dansig along
the following limes: 4im refuting Herr Hitler's deseription
of Deanzig as a German oity whose contacts with Poland were
foreed upon it by the diotators of the Fence of Versailles,

Minister Beck stated that Danzig was not invented by the
Verssilles Treety. It had existed for many centuries.
(is a matter of fmot, Danzig was under Polish dominatlon
from 1455 to 1772).

Ho, & As & result, properly speaiing, If one
were to set apart the emotional element, Danzig was a positive
oross between Polish and Germsn interests. The Cerman
mershants of Danzig had assured the development and pros-
perity of that time, thanks to the Folish overseas trade.
Wot only the development but the very reason of exiotencs
of Danzlp were formerly due to the then deolsive fact
that 1t was situated at the mouth of Poland's only great
river, and now to its position on the main waterway and

rallway line conmecting Poland of today with the Baltloe.
While



While the population of ourrent-day Danzig was predominantly
German, its livlihood and prosperity depended upon the
soconomio potentiml of Poland.

No, 7 Foland steod firmly on the ground of
its righte and interests in conneotion with ite overseas
trade and 1ts maritime policy in Danzlg. GSeeking
reasonable and conoiliatory solutions, Poland had purposely
not endeavored to exert any influence on the free national
ideologleal and cultural development of the German majority
in Danzig.

o, 8 Minister Beck estated that he heard a
demand for the annexation of Danzig to the Reloh. When he
received no reply to his Govermment's proposal of March £6
of a common gunarantee of the existence and rights of Danzig,
and when he subsecuently learned that this counter proposal
had been regarded as a refusal of negotiations = he asked
himself what was the real aim of it all. Was it the freedom
of the German population of Danzig, which was not menaced,
or a matter of prestige - or was it a matter of barring
FPoland from the Baltic, wherefrom Poland would not let herself

be barred.

ligs 9 He went on to say that the same considera-
tions concerned the communications aoross Pomorze (the
gorrider). Poland had granted the Heloh all rallway
faeilities, and had sllowed the oitizens of the Reloh to
travel from the Reioh to Zast Prussia without customs or

passport formalities. Moreover, the Polish OGovernmuent
had
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had suggested the extension of these faeilities to road
transport » and again the question sppoared - what was the
real aim of 1t all, Poland had no reason to obstruot

the German oitizens in their communication with their
sastern province., Neilther did Foland have any ground what-
soever for restricting its sovereignty on its own territory.

No, 10 In conneotion with both cuestlons,
the future of Danzig and the communications through Pomorze,
it was still a case of onme-sided concessions which the
Government of the Neloh seemed to be demanding from Poland,

No, 11 A self-respeoting natlon did not make
one-sided concessions. ihere was reociprooity? It looked
rather vague in the German proposals,

Mo, 12 In Herr Hitler's speech, the Minister
continued, he had proposed as a oconcession, the recognition
and definite acceptance of the existing frontier between
Foland and Germany. In that it would have been a recog-
nition of Polend's property, indispcnsable, de Jure and
de faoto, this proposal also could not alter the Minimter's
point, that the German claims with regard to Danzig and
communications soross Pomorze remained one-sides demands.

No, 13 In coneluding his address the Minister
stated that pesoe was a:valuable and desirable thing. His
generation which had bled in several wars surely deserved
a period of peace., However, peace, like almost all things
of this world, had its price, high but definable. He and
his oountrymen of Poland 414 not kmow the comeeption of

peace



-5 =

peace at any priees, There waa only one thing in the life
of men, nations, and states whioh was without price = that
was honor.

No. 14 About 20 minutes after I returned to
my office from Parliament, the Minister telephoned to ask
me whether I thought that he had presented Foland's case
in such a way as to be understood olearly by the inglo-
Saxon mentality. He them requested me to oall on him later
in the aftermoon.

Ho, 15 In the meantime, my incuiries amongst
the known experts on all seotions of Folish publie opinionm,
diselosed that the tempo of public sentiment was considerably
in sdvance of the calm tone of Minlster Beck's address.

Ho. 18 Later in the day when I called on the

Minister he touched on several outstanding points. He said
that good neighborly relations with Cermany had always bean
s cornerstone of Polish foreign polioy. Hence, the German
memorandum would be studied with understanding and attention.
He felt that Germany's recent demands for an extra=territorial
autostrada and railway had been caused, not by the communica-
tions needs of the Cerman oltizens so much as by Berlin's
desire to disorganize Poland and other countries neighboring
on Germany. His envisaged plan vis-d-vis Poland was far
more extensive than his stated olaims in respect to Danzig.
Indeed, strategle and lebensroum sonsiderations had played

a larger role than racial considerations in Hitler's desire

for Danzlg 's annexation to the Releh.

No. 17



Ho, 27 Just as the cession of the Sudeten
area to Germany removed the keystone in the dam in
Czeohoslovakia, so the cession of Danzig and an extra=
territorial passagewsy moross Fomorze to a Uermany, whoase
Fuhrer enviseged himself the sovereign of a pan-Germanio
furope, would prove, as Herr Hitler obviously intended,
the barring of Poland from the Baltie, and Foland's con=
sequent economiec suffocation leading to Foland's eventual
undoing as an independent stote and throwing her at the
nercy of Germany. In other worde, for Poland it was not
a guestion of prestige but of keeping open the national
economic windpipe,

Ho, 18 While Poland in thus taking this strong
stand was preliminarily aetuated by a desire to proteot her
own interests, she aleo hoped thereby to instill in other
stetes a spirit of resistance agninst Cermany's boa-constriotor
appetite, Henoce, Foland's submission to Cermany's demands
would undermine the physical and wmoral forees which PFoland
was trying to foster, IPoland felt that were Hitler ever
to be stopped, this was the time to do it, and since Cermany's
aggressive attentions at that moment were turned on her, it
was her duty to "halt Hitler", It was essentlal at this point
to draw the line whereat all countries would resist Oermany's
aggrecsive intentions,

lio, 19 In diseussing the more general aspects
the Minister said that Oermany had had recourse to a poliey
of pressure and faits accomplis in Eastern Furope, Now

Germany
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Germany was no doubt of the opinion that she unulﬁ employ
the same methods against PFoland. Poland however, to all
attempts of the kind, would duly answer. No one-sided
deoisions would ever be aoccepted by Poland,

No, 20 It was obvious that Herr Hitler was
exerting great efforts towards detaching the Western powers
from Poland. Moreover, Herr Hitler had evinced considerable
ﬂ"ntﬁnt of what he endeavored to make out as Britain's
interference in German aims in Eastern Durope. The Minis ter
would like to rectify moreover, one statement which Herr
Hitler hed made regarding the Non-iggression Agreement,
wherein Herr Hitler had said that he himself had initiated
it. The Minister was in a position to kmow that it was
the former Marshal Pilsudski who had actually conceived of
the Non-/ggression Pact,

o, 21 Moreover, were Danzig eventually to
be militarized under German control, this would spell a
German threat to the Port of Gdynia, and all traffic of that
Port. It only took a glance at the map to appreclate that
Gdynia would come within easy range of any high calibre guns
in the Free City. (In conneotion with Germany's possible
eventual militarization of Danzig, one of Herr von Ribbentrop's
agents who visited Warsaw about this time, remarked to me
that Germany would eventually insist upon Danzig's annexation,
In fact, Herr von Ribbentrop had been known openly to state
that his Government would have to have Danzig by September

at the latest. My informant further remarked that in order
to
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to satisfy CGerman mass mentality, a triumphal victory march
into Denzigz would be an essential requisite).

No, 28 With reference to Herr Hitler's demand
for sn extra-territorial passageway aoross Fomorze, the
Minister said that the Polish General Staff, having studied
the effect of the autostrada in Czeohoslovakia, stated
that from the militaery viewpoint, an autostrada in the width
envisaged by the Germans, could be made to serve strategically
a8 a barrier almost as formidable as a broad river.
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o, 1 Asoording to British imbassy oircles,
General Ironsides, during his visit to Poland, had denoted
Iis sense of satisfaction over the Polish General dtaff's
defensive plan envisaging, when ciroumstances made it ade
visable, gradual retirement of the main body of PFolish troops,
under cover of delayed action, to a main defense position
along the line of the Narew, Bug, Vistula and San rivers.
Furthermore, while I was unable to acquire confirmation
from offielsl oireles, I understoed from unusually reliable
sources, that both General Ironsides and representatives
of the Frenoh General Staff, hed made it clear in Paris as
well as Warsaw, that the Western powers could not be axpeoted
to render Foland effective assistance for at least three
months from, say the first of August.

Ho, 8. Folish Ambassador to Jorlim, Lipski,
imparted tq‘r as an illustration of the inereesingly imperialistie
attitude of upper Nazi ocireles that during a conversation a
Tew days before with a German industrial magnet, closely
conneoted with inner Nazl eireles, he had made an astonishing
remark to him., He had sald that Poland, as well as other
smaller states, had to oome under German domination since
their economic struotures were complemecntary to that of Germany,
This would be only good business - these were no times to
oonsider sentiment and the rights of smaller nations to in-
devendence. This remark, the Ambassador felt, typified the
inoreasingly imperilalist view that the immer Nazi oirecles

were assuming.
lo. 5
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No, 3 Towards the end of July there arose
arongst that part of the diplomatioc oorps im Varsaw which
represented states forming links in the chain of anti-
aggression forces, a feeling that further delay in the
implementation of the Anglo-Polish Paot with some definite
Tform of finanoial mocomodation, might conceivably serve
German diplomacy as m instrument for diserediting London
with other enti-aggression forces.

No, 4 Morsover, reports were reaching official
and diplomatio oiroles of Varsaw to the effeot that Serlin
was malntaining close survelllance over ‘ngle-Polish
relations - and partioularly negotiations envisaging the
extension of financinl and military ecuipment ald to Poland,

Ho, § Further reports indicate that Herr
von Ribbentrop continued to tell Herr Hitler that ocertain
politioal and financial influenoces in London opposed to
Britain's involvement in war over Denzlg or Fomorze, were
still sufficiently effeotive to exert & restrailning influence
upon the leading members of the British Government.

July 20

No. & By July 20, I had come to the conelusion
that Burope was headed for war some time bofore the middle
of Dotober = that little short of a miracle could prevent it.
I was convineced moreover, that the first stage thereof would
be a Pollish-German confliot. AccoRdingly, I felt that we
should teke at least preliminary steps towards establishing

a practical means of evasuating /merican citizens from
Foland



Poland in event of an emergency. I disoussed this matter
with the officers of my staff, and with Consul General

John K. Davis. They were all in aoccord with my foregoling
views., Following several further conversations between

Mr, Davis, Mr, O, Burke Elbrick, Third Seoretary of Embassy,
Mr, ®. Tomlin Bailey, vice oconsul ,and myself, Mr. Elbriock,
agoompanied by Mr. BHalley and olerk of consulate, Mr. Sadler,
precesded to Brzeso (which we considered to be the most
practieal center for evacustion, due among other reasons, %o
its geographical position, as well as to ite belng an
important railway junoction), to seek a near-by oountry plaoce
whieh might serve as & suitable concentration center for
jmeriocan ocitizens in event of hostilitlies. After careful
search, Mr. Elbrick, Mr. Dailey and Mr. Sadler, returned to
vYarsaw, and submitted a well-considered recomsendation that
an estate belonging to Mr., and Mrs. V. Vierzblekl, be leased
for the purpose in view. They found it possible to rent the
seoond floor of the rather large manor house, the chapel,
and other premesis, This place was 10 kilometers northwest
of the Brezeso railway. AS a result we took an option on
this estate, pending (a) further developments in the lnter-
national and politioal arena, and (b) authorization from
the Department to accomplish a formal lease.

No. 7 In conversation with Minister Beck in
the latter days of July, he told me that Poland did not want
war. However, Af war came, Poland would fight., He felt
nevertheless, that peace ocould still be preserved, but not

at
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at the price of unilateral concessions,

No, 8 At this point he imparted that at a
regent meeting of the Councll of Ministers, it was deocided
Poland had a line beyond which she would not permit German
infringements, 'hile on that ococcaslon the Minister refrained
from divulging what oonstituted that line, it later became
glear that Poland would not tolerate any arbitrary alteration
in the politiosl status of Danzig as a Free State. Moreover,
Poland would not tolerate interference either with the
Polish=Danzig oustoms union or Polish righte and lnterests
in the Free City.

Ho, § He referred then to Herr Hitler's renun-
elation of the Non-iggression Pact, stating that he had
asked himself how and why could a new non-aggression pact
be expeoted to give assurance when the Pact of 1934 had
been denounced out of hand,

Ho, 10 By this time, I wae aware that while
Minister Beck felt that peace could still be preserved, he
had not shut his eyes to sizne indicating that an eventual
German attack was almost unavoidable. I knew however, that
he wes striving in every way to postpone the hour of a
potential olash as long as possible.

lio. 11 I reoell his having stated on several
oocasions that if it hed to come eventually, he esrnestly
hoped he ocould put it off as long as possible - at least
until the winter weather set in. He emphasized that the

Poles would fight if neoessary and if an attack came in the
wat
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wet and wintry weather, Poland oould defend herself more

effeotively asalnst the type of warfare to whioch the German
fighting machine was attunse.

No, )2

On each of these cocecasions he would
add that the prospeot of another war was lamentable = grim,

Two wars for one generation were more than enough.

hat
Polend needed nnd what he had always hoped to see were at

least 16 more years of peace wherein to rehsbilitate herself.
He would then add that if there were no way to prevent the

threatened oonfllet homorably, the he for his part would

do his utmost to gain time for his country and his alliles.
No, 13

In conversatlon with Economic Counselor
of the Forelgn O0ffice, Mr. Jan Virezlacki, on July 31, I
asked him what was the attitude of Folish of iclaldom and
the "man in the street” in Poland towards the United States,
in conneotion with the prospect of war in Burope., He
replied that neither offioial cireles nor the "man in the
street” looked to the United States for active intervention,
hile both elements regarded the United States as a great

moral foroe on the side of penoe and of the maintenance of

the international cedes of law and order, they felt the United

States was too remote from the scene of European diffioculties
to assume other than a neutral role at least during the
prelimipary stage of a European confliot.

No, 14

In a subseguent conversation with

Minister



Minister Beok, he expressed similar observations.

No, 15 Towards the end of July the rolish
Tfinaneial delegation who for some weeks had been negotiating
in London for financial aecommodation, in implementation of
the /nglo-Polish Pact, returned to 'arsaw. They were
disappointed over the results of their negotiations which
had ylelded them export oredits only. These, they were
unable to translate in purchases other than in Ensland where
they could not get an immediate delivery in essential military
rejuirements in time to meet a rapidly approesching German
challenge.

No, 16 By this time the Polish Government
realized that i1f they were to acquire the necessities in
terms of military e uipment before the treatened outbreak
of war, they would need ocash with which to purohase in the
open market, planes and anti-airoraft guns and ammunition,
and other vital necessities of war,

No. 17 Marshal Smigly-Rydz bore out this thought
in his remarks whioch are recounted in a later part of this

report under date of August 10.
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No. 1 The end of July led into an Jugust
marked by oruclal developments. Fy the beginning of
August the situation in Danzig had reapidly deteriorated.

It appeared that CGerman diplomacy was exercolzing all the
chicanery at its command to build up a case of an envisaged
aggression. The swift maroh of events in connection with
Danzig and the German minority in Poland were drifting
towards a situation wherein it was likely that nelther side
would be in a position to "elimb down". German accusations
in the persecution campaign inspired by Nazi propaganda
inereased in tempo and volume. Minister Beeck in regard thereto
remarked to me that Herr Hitler's teechnique entailed making
a statement - then reveating it a sufficient number of times,
to foree the reader to believe it.

No, 2 Gradually, the familiar Nazi technique
came into full play, reminding one of the days preceeding
the violation of Czechoslovakia: pin=-pricking and baiting
incidents along the frontier increased.

No, 3 As over the past 18 years, the Free City
had frequently been looked upon as Furope's powder magazine,
80 now 1t was rapidly taking its place at the head of the
list of "high explosives".

No, 4 I recall that during my visit to Danzig

during



during the first week in August, my conversation with a
leading offioclal of the Danzig Senate, revealed to me the
rapidly growing imperialistic attitude on the part of

Dangzig statesmen, reflecting no doubt the attitude in Berlin,
This official said to me that Danzig and the Corridor
represented only a part of the nuestion in Germany's mind
vis-a-vis Poland - there was Upper Silesis as well, and

even the matter of Foznan. !He personally liked some of the
Poles and realized they saw the question from their own
standpoint. However, since the cuestion at issue was a

matter of German policy, it would have to be settled on

German Yermms.
* % ® % % ¥ %



LEADING T0 OUTBREAK OF VAR

dugust 9 On August 9th, the German Government made
a démarche in form of a Note Verbale, to the Polish Government,
through the Polish Chargé d'Affaires in Berlin, which marked
Germany's first direct interventlon in differences between
the Polish Govermment and the Danzig Senate. In brief, this
démarche took issue with the Folish Government over the
tenor of the latter's then recent Note to the Danzig Senate,
Moreover, the German Government mede 1tself olear in no
uncertain terms that it regarded Danzig ss a German -uestion.

I recall that before sending thelr reply to this HNote,
VMinister Seck and his assoolates welghed the question with
utmost care. After consideration of all aspects (and in step
with eurrent Polish public opinion), Minister Beck requested
Vioce Minister for Foreign Affairs, Arciszewski, to convey to
the German Chargé d'Affaires, Poland's reply to effeot Poland
would regard any future intervention by the German Government,
to the detriment of Polish rights and interests in Danzlg, an
act of aggression., Minister Beek dined with me that night,
and imformed me of the foregoing.

Amgust 10 As near as I can recall, 1t was on this
date, during the visit of Post Master General Farley and his
daughters, that Marshal Smigly-Rydz, CGeneral sSosnkowski

(Inspector General), General Stachiewioz and officers of
their



their respective staffs, dined at my house.

In the ocourse of after dinner conversatlon, Mr. Farley
asked the Marshal as to how well prepared Poland wag for
war in event of a Polish-German oconflict. The Marshal replied

to effect that in numbers of able and courageous troops,
Poland was rich, however, Poland was in serious need of
additional ecuipment both for the alr and ground forces, In
faot, Poland wes more in need of equipment than money at the
moment, for the potential outbreak of war would immediately
result in cutting Poland's communications with the west, 1in
the Baltic, thereby delaying if not to a large degree, pre-
venting Polend's receipt of raw materials and eguipment.

The Marshal went on to say that he was well aware that
Poland would have to bear the main brunt of the early stage
of any war in the near future. He moreover, realized that
this brunt would take the form of an attack unprecedented in
fury. He had full confidence in the courage of his troops
and in their willingness to resist an attack but he wanted to
furnish them with every possible chance to defend themselves

with adecuate modern equipment, against the form of attack

he anticipated.
Referring again to the character of attack anticipated,

the Marshal felt that for a period of between two and three
weeks after the outbreak of war, the welght and swiftness of
attack would undoubtedly tend to disrupt comnunications and

cause a general state of confusion. In fact, Poland would
probably



probably be cut off from the outside world during that

stage. In the meantime, the Folish armies would be endeavoring
to adopt their tacties to the adversary's stmategy. He
estimated that the Polish forces would be able to readopt
their tactios effectively, in about two weeks after the
commenoement of hostilities. (The first signs of definite
viotory by Polish forces under the leadersilp of General
Sosmkowskl at Lwow on September 15, tended to bear out the
Marshal's forecast on the above score, in that General Sosnkowski
demonstrated & readoption of tactios during this battle against
the German forces, For further details see my observations
under date of September 16).

The Marshal concluded by stating his belief that despite
antioipated unprecedented violence of attack, the individual
courage and persistence of the Polish soldier would eventually
enable a reconsolidatn of the Polish forces to emerge from
what might possibly aprear preliminarily to have been chaotie
eonditions.

August 11 In the ocourse of the day, I learned from
our Consul in Danzig, Mr. Kuykendell, and from Polish official
oircles, that (a) League High Commissioner, Burckhardt conferred
with Herr Hitler at Berchtesgaden, having flown there by plane
from Danzig, and (b) conourrently, a meeting between Count
giano snd Herr von Ribbentrop took place at Salzburg.

Information subsequently reasching Polish offieial ecireles

indicated (2) that while there was reason to doubt that Herr
Hitler was cognizant of the full text of the Polish resconse
of August 10 (to Herr Hitler's aforementioned démarche of

rugust ) at the time of his meeting with Dr. Burokhardt
on
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on August 11, since it was transmitted to the Foreign Office
in Berlin only that same day, (b) that there was but little
doubt that Herr Hitler was fully aware of the text when he
received Count Ciano shortly after his conference with Dr.

Burokhardt.
In this conneetion, I was subsequently informed that

reports from Berlin indicated that the contents of the final
paragraph of the Polish response of Ausust 10 hed throwm Herr
Hitler into a towering rage. This, together with other
information I received at that time, lead me to feel that while
all signs indicated Herr Hitler had already laid out his
intended campaign against Poland, this reported fit of anger
might possibly have served to hasten his decision to strike.
By this I do not mean that had the Polish reply been concilia-
tory in tone Herr Hitler might have called off his intended
campaign, but rather, it might conceivably have served to the
extent merely of postponing the German thrust for a matter of
daye or possibly weeks. (Later in the month reports reaoching
Warsaw indicated that having studied their meteorological
revorts which forecast a spell of clear weatier in the first
half of Ueptember, the German High Command were pressing for
early motion, if a merch on Poland was to be effected.)

At the time, I gained the impression that: (a) om the
one hand, Minister Beck felt Herr Hitler would compromise at
the last moment rather than risk coming to grips with Britain
and France (moreover, the Minister felt and earnestly hoped,

that through diplomatic tactiecs, he might stall off as long
as



a8 possible = at least until late autumn - what was then
assuming the complexion of an inevitable Folish=-German confliot);
and (b) on the other hand, Herr Hitler was led by his close
advisers to believe Britain snd Franoce unuldagztervnnu in
Foland's behalf. If my impressions were correct, then
subsequent events proved them both to have been mistaken.

Jugust 21 Reports reamching offliocial oiroles in Warsaw
indlcated ecceleration in the pace of concentration of German
troope vis-a-vis Peland., Major Colbern, Military Attaché
and I had long regarded the degree of discernible troop
movements espeoially in the Breslau-Opeln area, a barometer
of Germany's possible military intentions vis-a-vis Poland,
By August 21, moreover, our information led us to expect a
potential German attack to take the Torm of & frontal drive
from the Breslau-0Opeln area in the direction of Warsaw, under
cover of a flanking attack from the southwest, driving towards
Warsaw,.

August B2 With the approvael of the Department of
State, I entered into a formal lease for the estate belonging
to Mr. and Mrs. Vierzbiokl, about 10 kilometers from the
Erzesc railway station and which Mr. C. Burke Elbrick of my
staff, Vice Comsul E. Tomlin Bailey, and olerk of Consulate,
Mr, Sadler had recommended as an appropriate evacuation
gcenter after a careful search of the countryside.

I palled a meeting of the members of our Missiocn and
stated in effect (n) my apprehension of the eminence of war,

and (b) my belief that we should take steps to notify
jmerican



American eitizens in Poland that they should make up th

elr

minds whether to evacuate or remain in Poland in faoce of

possible hostilities. My assoociates all being in accord with

these suggestions, we subsequently released by mail as of

August 22, the following measage whioh had already been
prepared before the aforementioned conference:

"l, In view of the recent developments in the
unstable situation of which you are undoubtedly
aoquainted through the press and otherwise, it is
suggested that you give immediately serious con-
glderation ag to whether in case an emergency
arise, you would remain in Poland or depart. In
case you should have the intention to depart from
Poland in such oirocumstances, it 1s further sug=-
gested that as transportation and other fagcilities

might be interrupted or made difriuulta arrangements
8

for a planned departure should not be

"2, American citizens in Poland are expested
at all times to comply fully with Polish law and
regulations inoluding the measures promulgated
recently for the defense of the country, such as
anti-air, gas defense, end similar measures.

g, Aimerican citizens should study carefully
all requirements of this nature with a view to
being thoroughly familiar with them in case any
emergency arises.”

Sugust 23 In Moscow, Herr von Ribbentrop and Molotoff

signed the German-Soviet Pact of Non-/iggression.

President Roosevelt made an appeal to King Vietor Dmanuel

for intervention in the omuse of peace.

layed too long.

The King of Belgium broasdosst a peace appeal in behalf

of the Oslo States.
Reports reaching Warsaw indioated that the British

imbassador to Germany delivered to Herr Hitler a message from
British

the British Government, and a personal letter from the

Prime Minister. I subsequently learned that the maim points

in
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in the Prime ldnister's letter were:

(a) reemphasizing Britain's resolution to fulfill its
obligations to Polandj

(b) affirming his willingness to discuss sll inglo-
German problems provided a peegeful atmosphere could be
oreated;

(¢) expressing earnest desire that n detente might be
brought about permitting direct Polish-German discussions
on reciprocal treatment of minorities.

The main points in Herr Hitler's reply to the Irime
¥inister's letter were!

{a) Britain's resolution to support Poland could not
modify the policy outlined in the German Government's Note
Verbale of iugust 9th to the Polish Government;

{b) he was prepared to accept even a long war rather
than secrifice German honor and national interests;

(e) if Aritain persisted in its own mobilization measures,
he would immedistely order the total meobilization of Cerman
foroes.

August 24 President Roosevelt sent messages to the
Polish President and Herr Hitler urging peaceful sattlement
of differences by direct negotiation, arbitration or
gonciliation at the hands of a disinterested power.

Minister Beek imparted to me that Pollsh mbassador Lipseki
had an interview with Field Marshal Goering during the course
of the afternoon. Aecording to ‘mbassador Lipski'se report,
the interview had been most cordial. The Marshal expressed

regret



regret that his poliey of friendly German=-Folish relatlons

hed met with failure, and admitted his influence no longer
counted in the matter; he added that he did not exclude the
possibility of war with Peland, The Marshal, morcover,
significantly stated that the main obstasle to any diminution
of German=-Folish tension was Poland's alliance with Sritain.
Upon receipt of the foregoing report, Minister Deck, after
consultation with FPresident Mosocioki and Marshal Smigly-Rydsz,
determined that if Berlin made any further suggestions along
this line, the answer would be deeidedly in the negative.

This, together with previous reports of like bearing hed Minister
Beok to look for Berlin to resort vigorously to suoh methods,

in hopes of detaching the Vestern Fowers from Poland, and thus
gaining a free hand in Eastern Furope. He emphasized to me

his determination that Poland should not be drawn into intrigues
of this charaoter.

With further reference to the aforecited Lipski-Goering
conversation, /mbassador Lipskl reported that Marshal Goering
asserted that Cermany,faced with two possibllities: to go along
with Oritain or with Russia, was forced to go with Russia.

By deoree of Danzig Senate, dated /\ugust 23, Herr Forster
was appointed Chief of State of the Free City of Danzig.

Penoe appeal broadoast by His Holiness the Fope.

August 25 I was informed by reliable Polish officlals
that British imbassador Sir Nevile Henderson called on

Herr Hitler at the latter's request at about 1:30 p.m. I
subsequently



subsequently learned that Hitler's proposals oconcerning two
groups of questions, in brief: (a) necessity for an immediate
settlement of Folish-German differences; (b) an offer of
eventusl friendship and alliance between Britain and Germany,
were presented at this interview, Herr Hitler moreover urged
the /mbassador to fly by plane to deliver his proposals to
the Hritish Govermnment.

Minister Beck informed me that the President of Poland
had that day replied to the peace appeal broadoast by the
Eing of Belglum on /iugust B3, Minister Beock pointed out that
in his reply, President lioscield expressed his admiration for
the ideas expressed by His Majesty, and stated FPoland had
always defended the idea that power, if was to last, could
not be based on the oppression of others. Similarly, Foland
had always comsldered the best guaranty of peace to be the
settlement of international disputes by the method of direot
negotiations based on justice and respect for the rights and
interests of those concerned.

The Moscow radio broadoasting station announced that the
question of ratification of the German-Soviet Non-.ggression
Paot had been set baok on the /\genda of the /\ssembly of
Soviet Commissars.

An official of the Foreign Office informed me that the
Anglo-Polish Acoord of Mutual issistance was formally signed
at about 4 o'eleock that afterncon. (I later learned that a
Polish officlal who had arrived in London that morning was

urged by an offioclal of the British Forelgn Office to return
immediantely
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immediately by plane to his eountry, in that London had
received information indicating the stage was set for a
German march on Poland on August 26.)
A report which reached official circles in Varsaw indicated

that thet night, Hitler learned from his Ambassador in London
of the signing of the Anglo-Polish Acocord.

I was apprised by informed Folish officials that reports
whioh subsequently reached them from informed quarters in
Berlin indicated (a) that, comforted by the strategic bearing
of the German-Soviet Paot upon his own forward-looking schemes,
Herr Hitler was inolined to waver, after recelving the Frime
Minister's personal letter on August 23, and (b) that while
he was subsequently offended by the news of the formal slgning
of the .nglo-Polish Pact, tending to consider it in form of
a response tc his message to the Aritish Government (imparted
to the /imbassador at 1:30 p.m. the same day), he was still
inelined to waver, and refrained from renewing merching orders
which he had reportedly meanwhile ocountermanded,

It is not inconceivable to my mind that Herr Hitler's
hesitancy over the next five days wes in part attributable to
a combination of his report on the formal signing of the
/nglo=Polish Pact, and the previously broadoasted announcement
of Mosocow's postponement of ratification of the German-Soviet
Non-/ggression Agreement. Moreover, I gained the impression
that during those days of hesitanoy, Herr Hitler had hopes less
for a compromise in Polish-German differences than for a

detachment of Britain from Poland,
Reports reaching offioial oireles in Varsaw disclosed that
during
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during the afternocon, Berlin's telephonic communications with
London and Paris were suspended several hours,

Other reports indicated Signor Mussolini had been aeveral
times in telephonie contast with Herr Hitler throughout the
day.

Moreover, I learned from our Consul, Mr. Kuykendall in
Danzig, as well as from informed Polish officialsa, that the
pace of military preparatione in Danzig had markedly aceelerated.

During the evening I was informed that at about 5 p.m.,
Herr Hitler asked the Fremch /mbassador to tranamit a message
to Premier Daladier. In effeoct this message suggested that
France, with whom Germany had no motive to quarrel, should
abstain from continuing to support Polend, against whose
attitude Herr Hitler complained vehemently.

Polish President Moseleki replied to President Roosevelt's
appeal of August 24. In effeot, President losoloki accepted
President Roosevelt's proposal, stating (a) Poland considersd
direot talks between Governments to be the most sultable
method of resolving diffieulties between states; (b) on basis
of these prineciples, Foland coneluded mom-aggression peots with
Germany and Russiae; and (o) Poland considered alse that the
method of comeiliation through the intermediary of a disinterested
and impartial trd party was & just method of restoring dif-
ferences between nations. President Moscloki added that
although he elearly wished to avoid even the appearance of
desiring to profit by the ocoasion to raise points of litigation,
he deemed 1t his duty, mevertheless, to make clear that im the

present
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present orisis, it was not Poland which was formulating
demands and demanding conoessions of another State,

President Rocsevelt made a second appeal to Herr Hitler
for maintainance of peace, enclosing the reply from the Polish
Prealdent.

Oerman merchant aships reportedly ordered by the Cerman
Government to remain in or return to German ports.

During the course of the evening, Minister Beok told me
that despite an intensification of efforts of German provooa=
teurs to inspire incidents along the frontier and in Danzig,
he and his assoolates would continue not to permit their
emotions to cloud their perspeoctive.

August 26 I learned from informed Polish officlials
that the British \mbassador to CGermany flew by plane to Londonm,
delivered Herr Hitler's message of August &5 to his Government,
and sat in the Cabinet moeting which considered the question
of a reply.

Herr Hitler cancelled Tannenberg celebrations.

Reports reaching Warsaw indiceted a further exchange of
messages took place between Herr Hitler and Signor Mussolind.

Major Colberm, Military Attaché and I were informed by
Military end Govermmental oirecles respectively, that their
reports revealed German troop concentrations vis=a=vis Poland *
were reaching s point indicating readiness for an attack.

August 27 Herr Hitler conocelled the Nazil Party
"Jongress of Peace" at Nuremberg.

Reports reaching Polish governmental oireles indlocated

(a) all German airports closed, and that exoept for the
regular

* Ses supplementary note attached to section on military
mspect.
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regular oivilian lines, flights over German territory as a
whole were forbidden. .11 German aviation services were
suspended, esnd (b) rationing was introduced in Germany .

The Folish-German frontier wes olosed to railway traffio,

The British Cabinet met to consider reply to Herr Hitler's
Proposals.

I was told by informed Polish offieinls (a) that the
British Admiralty had sssumed control of Hritish shipping;

{b) that reports indicated France had about 3,000,000 men
under arms; (e) that Herr iitler received Fremier Daladier's
response to his letter of .ugust 25; (d) that Herr Hitler

had rejected Premier Daladier's proposal that one more attempt
be made at direct Polish-German negotimtions; and (e) that at
the conolusion of Herr Hitler's letter to Fremier Daladier,

he had made the demand that the Corridor as well as Denzig
must become a part of the Reich.

In my conversation with Minister Beck in the late afterncon,
he stated he earnestly believed Poland was denonstrating ite
gense of responsiblility to its allies as well as to the cause
of peace, through restraint which it had practiced in the face
of ascumulative ineidents obviously inspired by Nazil agents in
Danzig and at other points slong the Polish-Germen frontier.
loreover, he emphasized his and his asscolates' determination
to keep cool. He furthermore remarked that he had the im-
preselion that Herr Hitler had not yet made up his mind to go
to war.

British Ambassador, Sir Howard Kennard, in a later

conversation, imparted to me that following inquiries in the
matter
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matter of German allegations of mass i1l treatment of the
German minority by the Folish authorities, he had found that
these allegations were characterized by exaggerations, if not
oomplete falsification. LMoreover, he had already telegraphed
his Government at length to this effeoct on \ugust 24th, and
was, previous to our talk, preparing a further oable in the
same sense, based upon additional investigation.

In oconneotion with the foregoing, I was aware that the
German press alleged that one lr. Karletan, who had been
arrested in conneotion with the murder of a Pelish policeman,
was beaten to death and his wife and children cast out of the
window. The Manohester Guardian correspondent who subseguently
made it his business to check the allegation, told the British
Ambassador and a member of my staff, that upon wvisiting Mr.
Karletan in prison, he had found him well, that he had not been
beaten, and that the allegations regarding his wife and children
Were erroneous.

I was moreover aware that in May 1939, a considerable
exodus of members of the German minority of the Katowice and
Jodz districts took place, Mid-august, according to usually
reliable sourees in Hatowlce and Fodz, marked the commencement
of a further illegal exodus, under pres:ure from the German
side of the frontier. When a number of them asked to return,
the Poles evineced their disapproval, sinoe they held they had
reason to suspsot the membérs of the German minority had,
during their sojourn in Germany, been schooled in esplonage
propaganda mctivities and sabotage. In this connection, the

Polish authorities uncovered a training center of this
charaoter
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charaoter in Katowlce, conduoted by the Junge Deutsche Partei

and several centers of similar nature in Yodz.

I wae aware that numerous Germans were discharged
particularly from plante engaged in war industry. However,
there were cases drawn to my attention in May as well as
August, by plant managers of Jodz, wherein the attitude of
individual German provoceateurs amongst the combined Folish
and German wor'ing forces became so obnoxious as to force the
managers to disgharge a number of the Germans in each ocase
to avold serious clashes between them and the Follsh element.
In such oases, moreover, mccording to my informants, the
usually well behaved German element had unfortunately been
foroed intoc a false position by the provocateurs, and con-
seguently suffered disoharge along with the latter.

My sources of information in southwest Poland hald moreover,
that many Germans left FPoland in order to be on the German
side of the frontier, should war break out.

Of pertdnent bearing, informed Polish offieials malntain
that the number of refugees from the German minority approxi-
mates nearer the figure of 16,000 to 17,000 than the exaggerated
figure of 76,000 alleged by the Cerman press.

August 28 Late on the night of iugust 2Bth, I was
told by informed Polish offieials that Hritish imbassador, sir
Nevile Henderson had returned to Berlin, He wae received
by Herr Hitler sbout 10:30 p.m. that same evening, and handed
the latter the British Government's reply dated ‘ugust 28, to

the German Government's communications of August 23 and 25.
b |
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1 was aware that this reply, previous to delivery had been
gomminicated to the Fremgh and Polich Governments. Pursuant
the Polish Govermment's authorization, moreover, this reply
informed the German Government that l'oland was resdy to enter
{mmedistely into direot disoussicns with the Cerman Government.
(The aforementioned Sritish reply of iuguat 28th, to my mind,
represented the key dogument of the British-German exchange

of Notes, in that it announced Polend's declared willingness
for direct negotiations, and thus gerved importantly to place
on Germany, the responsibility for waging war).

My aforementioned informant told me moreover, that Herr
Hitler, after reading a translation of the text of the
communication, stated he would study it, and would give the
British imbassador a written reply the next day.

1 learned the following day that during the course of
the conversation which took plage between the Sritish jmbassador
and Herr Hitler, whem the former handed the latter the 3ritish
Government's aforementioned reply, Herr Hitler expatiated on
FPol.nd's misdeeds, spoke of his generous March offer to Foland,
and stated it could not be reiterated. He sald, moreover, that
nothing short of the return of Denzlg, and the whole of the
Corridor, as well ae a rectification in Silesia, would satisfy
him., Moreover, Hitler held that Foland gould never be reascnable,
and he spoke of annihilating Foland,

Conourrent events of importance:

The British ‘dmiralty ordered the Mediterranean olosed to

British shippring.
Fall
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Fall of the Jaepanese Cabinet.

The Duteh Government ordered mobilization of army and
Navy.

August 20 On the night of .ugust 29th, I was informed
by Polish offieial eireles that at about 7:30 p.m., Herr
Hitler handed the British /mbassador his reply to the Hritish
Government's Note, at the same time offering verbal explanations.
The Ambassador thereupon cabled the message to his Governuent.
Later, Minister Beck imparted to me the following: in brief,
the message stated that, though skeptioal as to prospeots of
a suscessful outeome, the German Government mocepted the
British Govermment's proposal of direet Polish-German negotia-
tions, provided a Polish plenipotentiary with full powers
arrived in Berlin during the course of the following day,
Wednesday, August 50th. The communication coneluded by stating
that the German Covernment would at once draw up proposals
for a solution acceptable to themselves, and, if possible,

would apprise the Gritish Government thereof before the arrival

of & Pplish negotiator.
In response to the British Ambassador's observotions that

this condition smacked of an ultimatum, Herr Hitler and
Herr wvon Ribbentrop both amssured him it was only intended to
stress the urgency of the moment.
Conourrent events of importance:
The Polish Govermment issued a protest against the German
ooccupation of Slovakia, stated to have been effeoted in order

to proteot Slovakia against the Poles.
Diplomatio
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Diplomatio representatives of Poland, France and
Britain, accepted ‘ueen Wilhelmina's and King Leopold's joint
offer of mediation,

As & result of urgent requests by the British und ¥renoh
Ambassadors, that the Polish Government postpone its call for
general mobilization, in order to avoid provoking Herr Hitler
at this orucial hour, the Folish Government reluctantly
ascepted to postpone the order from 1l p.m., iugust 29, as
was originally planned, to August 30, at 5 p.m. o'clock., On
the morning of August 30, Minister Beck, in imparting to me
the reasons for postponement of general mobilization orders,
stated in merked earnestneas that while his Government had
oonsented to comply with the requests of their allies, they
hed done so ocontrary to theilr own realistic viewa on events
current and ine-thee-making. However, he had agreed with his
assoolates that Polend, fully aware of her reasponsibilities
to her allies as well as to herself, was capable of proving
herself a worthy ally under all cipoumstances. (I am aware
this delay in mobilization proved costly to Poland, in that
it served to prevent many reserve troops - estimated by Polish
authorities at between 350,000 to 400,000 men = from reaching
the western theater of operations before the German aerial
attacks had bombed the rail Junotions, thus orippling east
to west transportation facilities).

August 30 I learned from Folish offiocial sources
(a) that the BEritish Cabinet met to consider Herr Hitler's
last communication of August 29, and sent a reply thereto; and

(b) that in behalf of his Govermment, the British imbassador
in
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i{n Berlin delivered an interim response to the CGerman Ministry
of Torelgn Affaires, betwecn midnight of the 29th and & a.m.
of the 30th, wherein it was pointed out, among other factors,
that 1t was unreasonable to expeect that the British Government
eould arrange for the appearance of & Polish representative
with full powers in Berlin within the course of the following
day and that the German Government should not count upon it.

I.later learned in effest the following:

1. During the course of the day, the British jmbassador
received three messages to transmit %o the Oerman Government:
The first was a message from the British Prime Minister direct
to Herr Hitler: it informed him of heving mede representations
urging Varsaw to guard against frontier ineidents, and asked
the German Government to take similar precautions. The seoond ,
informed the German Government that the British Govermnment's
oounsel of restraint had met with the Polish Government's
assurance that the Polish Government had no intention of pro-
yoking further ineidents, and it nsked for a like attitude
on Germany's part. The third, pointed out that the demand
that a Polish Emiasary with plenary powers Oome to Herlin to
jearn of German jTroposals was unreasonable, It suggested the
German Government pursue the pormal progeedure = %o invite
the Polish imbassador to come and hand him the proposels for
transmission to the Polish Government. This communication,
moreover, recalled to the German Government thot 1t hod promised
to communicate itl proposals 1n detail to the British Govern=-

ment which would undertake, {f a reasonable basis were offered,
to
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to do 1ts best in Warsaw to faoilitate negotiations.

2+ At obout midnight, (the hour set in the "ultimatum"
embodied in Herr Hitler's Note of August 29, as the limit
for the arrival of a Polish Imissary with Plenary powers ),
the British imbassador called on Herr von Ribbentrop and
handed him the Aritish Government's formal reply to the
Germen Govermment's Note of August 29. In the final paragraphs
of this reply, the British Government, in pointing out the
neceseity of an early commencement of discussions, insisted
upon & military standstill on both sides, during the pericd
of negotiations. It expressed, moreover, its confidence in
aoquiring a like engugement from the Folish Govermment, provided
the German Government gave similar assurances, Finally, it
sugrested the establishment of u temporary modus vivendi in
Danzig, of suoh nature as to avoid incidents whiech might
render FPollsh=-German relations still more difficult.

3. Herr von Ribbentrop's attitude throughout this meeting
was, according to reperts, markedly hostile mnd exeited, and
agcording to Polish offieisldom's subsequent reports, this
hostile attitude exhibited by Herr wvon Ribbentrop became in-
oreasingly violent as the British Ambassador conveyed in turm
each communication received from his Government during that day.

4., After the Ambacsador had finished making his communica-
tions, Herr von Ribbentrop produced a lengthy document which
he rapidly read aloud in German. The Ambassador thus found 1t
posaible to gein only the glst of about seven of the 18 points
contained in the dcoument. When, at the close of Herr von

Ribbentrop's reading, the imbassador, pursuasnt the undertaking
in
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in Herr Hitler's Note of August 29, asked for a oopy of the
text of these proposals in order to communicate the substance
thereof to his Government, Herr von Ribbentrop refused,

stating the proposals were noW out of date, im view of the
fallure of a Polish Emissary to come to Herlin by midnight.

The /imbassador thereupcn observed that in such case, the
olause in Herr Hitler's Note of August 29, to whioh the
Ambassador had drawn Herr Hitler's and Herr von Ribbentrop's
attention the preceeding night, aotually constituted an ultimatum.
Herr von Ribbentrop denied this was the ocase, and reiterated
it was intended only to stress the urgency of the moment. The
Ambassador asked why then, could Herr von Ribbentrop not adopt
normal proceedure; let him have a copy of the proposals; invite
the Polish Ambassador to ocall on him, and hand him the pro=-
posals for transmission to the Polish Govermment. Herr von
Ribbentrop replied in viclent terms that he would never ask
the Polieh /Ambassador to come to him. Herr von Ribbentrop
hinted, however, that it might be different if the PFelish
Ambassador were to ask him for an interview,

About 10:50 p.m., Minister BDeck telephoned to ask me to
come to his house. The Minister met me at the door and escorted
me to his living room where we Jolmed a group comsisting of
several members of his family and officers: of his stafr. The
ensuing hours were devoted to an informel revisw of evonts
of the day. Moreover, the Minister "filled me in" on details
eoncerning what had recently transpired between the four

oapitals, Warsaw, London, Paris and Berlin. Touching on the
German



German demand for the appearance of a Polish Emissary in
Berlin by midnight, Minister Beock stated that neither he
nor his assooiates intended that he should go to Berlin to
be treated as another President Hacha.

I left Minister Beok shortly after midnight, the hour
which marked the commencement of the heated wonversation
between Sir Nevile Henderson and Herr von Ribbentrop in Berlin.

Juguet 31 I subsequently learned that British
imbassador, 5ir Nevile Henderson was informed during the early
hours of the morning of the 3lst, that the German Joverament
had decided to issue orders for a march on Foland by 1 p.m.
o'elook, should a Folish Emissary with plenary powers, not
arrive before that hour. It is conceivable to my mind, that the
Ambassador was correct in having attributed a further delay
in the attack until dawn of September 1, to a final attempt
on the part of the Italian Govermment to preserve European
peace.

In this conneetion, I later learned that during the oourse
of August 3lst, the Duce sounded out Parls and London as to
thelr willingness %o collaborate towards a peaceful settlement.
While the replies from the French and British Goveraments
were reportedly favorable im prinociple, lively interest being
evineed by the Fremch Government, the replies were not received
by the Italian Government until September 1, after Germany
and Poland had already ocome to grips.

The following day, I learned from an informed offlcer

of Minister Beok's staff, that at sbout 2 o'clook that
morning



moroing in Berlin, the British /mbassador disclosed to
Polish /mbassador Lipski, the substance of his midnight
gonversation with Herr von Ribbentrop, and pointed out that
the plebiscite in the Corridor and cessicn of Danzig were
the two main points in Hitler's proposals. The Eritish
!mbassador morecver observed hie doubts a= to whether any
negotiations might succeed if conducted with Herr von Ribbentrop,
and suggested that /mbasssdor Lipski recomuend that his
Government propose immedistely a meeting between Fleld Marshals
smigly-Rydz and Ooering. Following his talk with the Hritish
/mbassaflor, ‘mbassador Lipski communicated the substance of
the foregoing to Minister Beok.

During the course of the same night, Aiugust 30-31,
British ‘mbassador to Poland, Sir Howard Keunard communicated
to Minister Deock, the British Government's (a) reply to
Herr Iitler, snd (b) comments contained im Lord Halifax's
cable of August 30, to effeet 1/ that British Govermment had
proposed in Berlin a milltary standstill during disocussions,
to whioh it was hoped the Polish Govermment would have no
objection, and 2/ that since the Polisi Covernment had authorized
the British Government to say Polend was prepared to enter
aireot disoussions with the Oerman Government, the British
Government hoped that provided a method and general arrange-
ments for disoussions oould be satisfaotorily agreed, the
Folish Government would proosed without delay.

Following British imbassedor, sir Howard Kennard's early

morning telephone ocall, I ealled on him at about 8:40 a.m.,
whereupon



whereupon he imparted to me a summary of the foregoing and
asked me whether I thought any further peasce efforts might be
expeoted to be exerted Ly Fresident Roosevelt. In reponse

I pointed out that Herr Hitler had falled to reply to
mesaages the Fresident had already sent him, sand that I had
no indigcation that the President was contemplating further
steps.

Subequent to the above meeting, I learned from official
souroces, thet about 9:30, British Ambassador, Sir Howard
Kennard, called on Minister Deck., Minister Beok handed the
smbassador the Polish Covernment's reply to the Ambassador's
aforementioned démarche which had teaken place during the
night of August 30-31, (Count Joseph rotocki attended this
gonference, in case the necessity arose to translate Foland's
reply which was written in the Polish language). Minister
Heek told the Ambassador that he would at once instruct
imbassador Lipski in Berlin to seek an interview elther with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs or the State Secretary, with
a view to stating Poland had accepted British proposals. In
response to the imbassador's question as %o what attitude the
Polish Ambassador would adopt if Herr von Ribbentrop handed
him the German proposals, Minister BDeck seid that the Folish
imbassador would not be authorized to acoept such a dooument
as, in view of past experlences, it might be accompanied by
some ultimatum. In this view, it was essentinl that contact
be made in the first instance, and that then details should
be disoussed as to where, with whom, end on what basis

negotiations should be commenced .
At



At the same time, Minister Heok emphasized his opinion
as to the importance of seouring a modus vivendi in Danzig,
permitting release of those arrested, and a resumption of
reilway traffic. He suggested Dr. Burokhardt might be able
to effeot this. Minister Beck ooncluded by repeating what
he had previously said to me, to effect, that if invited to
20 to Berlin, he would of course not go, as he had no intention
of being treated as President Haoha.

Minister Beok subsequently informed me:

(a) that in the text of the Pollsh Government's formal
reply {above referred to) which the British .mbassador
telegraphed to his Government, the Polish Government confirmed
its readiness for a direot exchange of views with the German
Government on the basis proposed b;?;ritiah Governmant and
communicated to the Polish Government by Lord Halifax's
telegram of August 28, addressed to the British \mbassador
to Poland. The Polish Government also expressed its readiness
on a reciproeal basis, to give formal guarantees that in event
of negotlations, Polish troops would not violate German frontiera,
provided a ocorresponding guarantee were given regarding none-
violation of Polish frontiers by German troope. The Follsh
Government moreover, stressed the necessity of seouring a simple
provisional modus vivendi in Danzig;

{b) that at moom, following his talk with Ambassador
Kennard, Minlster Beok telephoned instruotions to Ambassador
Lipski in Berlin to seek an interview at once, either with
the Foreign Minister, or the State Seoretary, and inform
either or both that Poland would accept the Erlitish proposals
of August 28, as a basls for direot negotiations. Accordingly,

about 1 p.m. o'olook, Ambassador Lipski telephoned State
Secretary



Seeretary Welsmoker to recuest an early appointment with

the Forelgn !Mnister, About 3 p.m. o'0look the Stata
Seoretary telephoned /mbassador Lipskl to esk him whether

he would cppear as ;mbassador or "missary with denary
powers, to whieh question /mbassador Lipski replied he would
appear as /mbassador., /it 6 p.m, o'clook, the State Seoretary
telephoned /mbassador Lipskl to say that the Forelgn Minister
would receive him at 6:30 p.m.

1 was subsequently told by an oflicer of Minister Beck's
staff, that during the meeting whioh took place, /mbassador
Lipeki stated he w-s appearing solely in eapacity of imbassador
without plenary powers to disouss or negotiate, and handed
Herr von Ribbentrop a brief communication to effect that the
Polish Government was welghing favorably the Sritish Govermment's
propossl for Aireet discussion, and that a formal snewer in this
matter would be communicated to the German Government in the
immediete rfuture, Neither did /mbassador Lipakl ask for the
German proposals, nor did Herr von Hibbentrop offer to give
them to him, Thelr meeting whioh lasted but a few minutes
proved, in terms of results, futile. jmbassador Lipski sub-
sequently described the meeting to me as "geremonious”.

Following this cocasion, /mbassador Lipski failed in his
efforts to establish contact with Jarsaw, due to the German
Govermment's hoving olosed all means of communication betwecn

Poland and Germany.
At about 9:50 p.m., the Cerman Government radio broadoast

their 16 point proposals, in spite of the vizorous efforte

(which I later learned) Hritish ‘mbassador 5ir Nevile Henderson
had
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had made to forestall the broadoast. I moreover learned
that previous to the broadoast, the /\mbassador pointed out

to Fleld Marshal Coering that this proceedure would probably
finelly wreock the last prospeot of poace. Moreover, when the
imbasgador begged the ¥ield Marshal to intervene 1ln the
matter, the latter said he oould not, edding that the Oerman
Government felt obliged to broadeast their proposals to prove
their "good faith",

This conversution whioh, assording to the imbassador's
report, was his last one with the Fleld Marshal, lasted about
£ hours. The /mbassador gained the impression from certain
of the Marshal's remarks, that it represented a last effort
on the part of the Marshal to detach Britein from Poland.
loregver, the \mbassador augured the worst from the fact that
the Marshal was in a position at such & moment to give him
so much of his time. The Ambassador felt that since the
Marshal, a few deys before had been made President of the
New German Defence Couneil (war gcabinet), he could searcely
have afforded at such a moment to spare time in conversation
if it 414 not mean that everything down to the last detail

was then ready for motlom.

I later ascertained from suthoritative sources that orders
had thet night been issued to mareh onm Poland.

In Warsaw, Minister Lepkowski, Counselor to President
Moseleki, was at Minister HBeek's house during the early part

of the evening. While listening in to a German radio broadcast

about 9:30 p.m., Minister Lepkowskl heard the broadoast of
Germany's



Germany's 16 point proposels He immediately imparted to
Minister Heok the substance of what he had heard, and Chief
of Forelgn Office Fress Bureau, Skiwski, who had taken down
a shorthand record of the broadeast, gave the linister the
details, (This radio broadcast marked the Polish Government's
firat reoceipt of the full text of Germany's 16 point proposals).
Minister Beck immedistely informed Marshal Smigly=Rydz thereof
by telephone. Later, in response to Minlster Lepkowski'e
question, Minister BDeck stated there was no use in waking up
the FPresident, and bothering him with a recital of these points,
In bidding good night to Count Joseph FPotocki, Chiefl of
the Anglo=-Saxon Division of the Foreign office, who had dined
with Minister Beck that night, the Minister stated in effeot
that he felt they could go to bed feeling that at least that

night there would be no wer,.
In disoussing this with Count Fotookl at a later date,

he shared my impression that Minister Beok's aforementioned
remark to him might conceivably have been attributable to the
following thoughts in the back of the Minister's mind: (a) that
Herr Hitler, deeming Britain's mcquiescence essentiml to the
success of his espirations might at the last moment refrain
from marching on Poland if he became convinced Britain would
gome to Poland's aild; (b) that in accepting Britain's
proposale of iugust 28 as a basis of direot negotiations with
Germany, Poland had given Herr Hitler a face-saving formula
for at least a postponement of a conflict with Poland; and
{e) that his (Minister Beeck's) proposal of a provisional

modus vivendi might prove a potentially effective card.
I



I later was apprised shortly before dawn on ODeptember
that the British imbassador, Sir Howard lennard, received
m Lord Halifax, a telegram in response to his own message
igust 31 imparting Polend's acceptance orf Britain's
yposals of August 28 as basis for direct discussions, together
h Minister Deck's appurtinent observations. Lord Halifax
ted he felt that while the British Government was glad to
rn that the Polish .Ambacsador at Berlin was being instructed
establish contact with the Cerman Government and while the
tish Govermment fully agreed as to the necessity of dig-
sing detailed arrangements for negotiations, and agreed
to the undesirability of Minister Beck's visit to Berlin,
, British Government failed to see why the Folish Governuent
uld find difficulty in authorizing the Polish /mbassador
accept a dooument from the German Government. lioreover, the
tish Government hoped that the Polish Government might see
, way olear to modify its instructions to him in this respect.
1 Halifax then went on to point out that there was no
tion of ultimatum in the report on the German proposals which

| been sent by imbassador Henderson to the British Government,

| the suggestion that the demand for the ap earance of a

4{sh Mmissary in Derlin on August 30 amounted to an ultimatum
, vigorously repudiated by Herr von Ribbentrop in conversation
.h British \mbassador S5ir Nevile Henderson. If the dooument

| contain an ultimatum, the Polish Government would naturally
ruse to discuss it until the ultimatum was withdrawn. Lord

| ifax went on to point out that he should have thought that
the
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the Polish /mbassador could be instructed to receive and
transmit a dooument, and to say 1/ Af it bore the complexion
of an ultimatwn that he anticipated the Felish Government
would be unable to negotiate on suoh o basis, and 2/ that in
any case, in the view of the Folish Government, questions

as to the venue of the negotiations, the basis on whieh they
should be held, and the persons to take part in them, had to
be disoussed and deoided between the two Governments.

In response to the foregoing communicatlion from Lord
Halifax, the British /mbassador in Varsavw, Sir Howard Kennard
telegraphed to effeot that Lord Helifax's telegram had been
degoded at 4 a.m., the morning of September 1, and that Poliah
mbasaador Lipski had already called on Foreign Minister
Herr von Ribbentrop at 6:30 p.m. the previous day. The
British ‘mbassador pointed out moreover, that in view of this
faot, whieh had been followed by the German invasion of Foland
at dawn that day (September 1), it was olearly useless for
him to take the action suggested.

Several points in connection with the foregoing sxchange
of diplomstic communications stand out olearly in my mind:

fa) had Hitler honestly desired a peaceful settlement,
he could have taken full advantage of the EBritish Covernment's
offer of good offices in the matter of direct negotiations
between the German and FPolish Governments;

(b) the Polish Government's practice of restraint under
trying oiroumstances, and its further assurances of continued

restraint to the British imbassador in Warsaw, as late as
/ugust 30,



.

jugust 30, in spite of an intensification of inoreasingly
intolerable German provocation in Danzig and at other points
along the frontier, revealed the Polish Covernment's willing-
nese to contribute its share towards an improvement of the
atmoaphere;

[o) 1t seemed unlikely that Hitler believed it reasonable
to expeot & Polish Imissary wi.h plenary powers, to come
within 24 hours to Berlin without even knowing in advance
the basis of negotimtions in which he would be required to
engage

(4) it seemed that Herr Hitler and Herr von Ribbentrap
attached more importance to the appearance of a Polish
Emissary with plenary powers in ferlin than to the demands
sontained in the 18 point proposal.

vents o o i

In Warsaw, on the night of August 31, I turned on the
radio about 9:30 p.m., and heard the announcemant of Russia's
ratification of the German-Russian Non-/ggression Pact. This
engaged my suspicion, lest it serve as a sigznal to set the
ferman military mechine in motion against Poland. This
suspioion on top of my previous uneasiness about the situation,
prompted me to put in a telephone oall for Mr, fuykendal, our
gonsul in Danzig. The operator said it would Dbe difficult to
complete the oall, as lines were oooupled to such extent that
I would have to await my turn. I let.the order stand,
requesting her to call me regardless of what hour she could
put me through. At about 11:30 I again ocalled the operator,

and was told there was trouble somewhere along the line; she
thought



thought however, this might be repaired in short order. This
aroused my concern. I thereupon telephoned lir. Jan lrszelaeld,
officer of the night at the Foreign Office, and asked whether
his night reports indioated that conditions along the frontler
were more than hitherto disturbing in character. e replied
in the affirmative, adding that all along the line, and especially
down towards Katowice, border incidents had been rapidly in-
oreasing during the evening, DMoreover, the atmosphere in
Danzig was becoming disturbingly more tense.

Inmediately following this conversation I sent a cable
to the President and the Secretary, stating in effect that
while the Germans might coneeivably still be bluffing, the
situation was becoming more tense along the border and called
for even closer watehing than hitherto. s a matter of fact,
I felt that matters had reached o point whereat anything

could happen.
I then retired for what I instinctively felt would be a

night of uncertain length.
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£OLAND'S DEFRAT

Ho. 1 In the belief that it would enable the

reader to gain a olearer nerception of events ocovered im
the subsequent chapters of this report I take oocasion at
this point to e¢lite below a summary of faotors whioch to
my mind contributed towards ‘oland's defeat:
1, Suddenness of the attack. Fightlng commenced between
4 end 5 a.m., Friday, Ceptember 1, simultaneously at Danzig
and at numerous points slong oland's western and southern
fronts. Warsaw experlenced its first air raid at about 5:15 a.m.
2, Pallure of the British and French as well as the
Polish military authorities to visuallze the full cepacity
of the German alr foree to disrupt communieatlons, to oripple
industrial operations and to render general confusion by
harassing eivillen communities as well as the military forces
i{n the field. /s matters turned out, Cermany employed
between B85 and 90 percent of her total first line air strength,
a ratio of 4 or 5 to 1, in relation to the Polish uir foroe.
%, At the commencement of the confllet, the German
alr foroe effectively bombed all Polish airplane, spare parts,
and motors manufscturing plants, as well as pilot training
sohools. In fact, within four days after the commencement
of hostilities there no longer existed the means of turning

out more planes and pilots, and Polend ocould thenceforth
aount
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oount upon no planes other than those in aotual use = upen
no pilots other than those already trained.

4, Upon the outbreak of hostilities, German bombels
gontinually shuttling baock and forth in three broad bands
betwecn Zast Prussia and Slovakia, as well as former ;iustria
effeotively bombed all importunt rail junotions in Poland.
This erippling of the main east-west as well as north-south
transportation lines was largely responsible for preventing
(a) the completion of mobilization which had been postponed
for 16 hours at the urgent request of the British and French
Sovernments (esocording to Polish official circles, between
300,000 and 400,000 Polish reserves falled to reach their
assigned positions), and (b) the prompt movement of supplies
and ammunitions and reinforcements.

8, Fallure of Poland's system of communications to stand
up under the destruotive effects of serial bombardments. It
is safe to say that after the first few days of hostilities
there was no Central Command, Too much reliance, in my
opinion, was placed on mechanical methods such as tele-wiring
whioh events proved impractical for operations in the field
agninst the violont effeets of the modern offensive. The
inner commnicating above ground wiring proved vulnerable
to aerisl attack and to cutting by parachute teochnliciana who
were frequently dropped from planes behind the Polish
fighting lines. In brief, this tele=wiring system proved
too dependent upon line maintenance to be practical. The
field cormands were moreover to my mind, inadequately provided

with field short-wave radio apparati and there was a laok

of suffiolent motoreyele despateh riders and messengers.
B.
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6. Tallure of the Central Command, when at the outset
it beonme olear that the I'olish army was faced with about
75 percent of the entire German armed forces, to exeoute
1ts original plen to withdraw the main bodies of troops under
oover of delayed action to the mnin defense lines along the
strategio rivers. (This plan had gained General Ironaides'
expressed approval, according to the British Embassy, during
his visit to Varsaw). The Folish army allowed itself to
become engaged in pitched battles instead of effeoting a
delayed action either to cover an orderly withdrawal to
the rivers or a maneuvering position,

7+ Lack of an orginiged fortified main line of defense,
On September 12, Minister Peck told me that while he had
been aware of the desirability of oconstruoting a fortified
line of defense along the strateglie rivers, liarew, Bug,
Vistula and San, he and his assocoiates had realized that the
expense involved in suoch an undertaking was more than FPoland
pould afford, Indeed, it was all Poland could do to raise
through its recent internsl loan, funis to purchase the
bare necessities in terms of planes and anti-aircraft eguip-
ment, without permanently crippling Poland's economic
struoture. Even at that, however, these funds could not be
exnected to afford Poland adequate resistance against 85 to
90 pereent of Germany's first line alr stremgth. In other
words, oland had had to spread whatever moneys she had at
her disposal to the maximum extent in terms of war preparation.

8, German alr mastery permitted their reconnaissance

and bombing planes to uncover and to a large extent pravent
the
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the seoret concentretion of Polish troops for counter attack.

9. After the first phase of the confliot, the continual
German aerial bombardments served to terrorize the civilian
communities, prevented the Govermment from funotioming
effootively, and :arassed General Headouarters.

10. Long lines of oivilian refugees frequently out
moross the Polish troops on march. This had a demoralizing
effeot upon the troops in that they thus ascertalned that
their homes were being destroyed, and their familles injured
and killed, In many cases, moreover, these lines of refugees
requisitioned military rail transportation, and appropriated
supplies destined for the army.

11, Failure of Poland's Western Allies to aflord rellierf
in terms of diversion sotivities partioularly in the air (I
am inclined to believe that this argely attributable to the
Western Allies' joint desire to gailn equality if not superiority
in terms of air strength).

12, The delay on the part of Foland's liestern Alies
in declaring war on Cermany. While this delay is under-
gtandsble in each case for varlous reassons, nevertheless,
the faot remsins that the Poles were rushed off thelr feet.
This delay morecver, served undoubtedly to render Germany
confidence that she had no great cause to fear a major attaok

in the west.
1%, The Poles were given no time for revision of military

jeadership where required or to revise their taotios to meet
the strategy of the adversary, or %o give their troope a

breathing spell. There were many Polish soldiers whe never
saw
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saw a German soldier - only tanks and planes, In most

oases, however, when Polis: infantry or cavalry ocame into
direct contaect with the Germans, the former proved themselves
superior.

14, The unusual dry weather which prevailed throughout
Foland previous to and at the time of the confliet, rendered
the country as a whole & sort of dry hard plain which
greatly facilitated the employment of tanks and othar elementa
of mechanized divisions. Moreover, the exeesllent visibility
permitted the Cerman planes to operate anywhere at all times,

15, The large minorities in the loesely kmit Folish
state, had served as fertile ground for the skillful and
effective subversive maschinations of German agents previous
to the confliet. In faot, elements thus organized in advance
of the confliet, proved valuable ailds to the German totali-
tarisn form of ocampaign in terms of internal sources of
information as well as agenta in fomenting internal unrest
and division during the course of the confllet.

16. The disadvantage of a mainly agrioultural state
fighting a highly industrialized state. Only an industriel
gountry organized along totalitarian lines and equally
ruthless as the adversary, ocould have resisted the recent
thoroughly equipped modern offemsive which Germany launched
unless the following factors existed: (a) elimatie,
geographic and geological conditions, (b) a previously con-
struoted fortified defense line, supplemented by atrong
air defense elements, which might enabled it to hold out

long enough, and (o) & highly industrialized ally to
"knook out"
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"knook out” the adversary's factories, communiocations, and
gr bases.
In all these essential conditioms Poland was lacking.

Ho, & At the outset of the confliect the main
bodies of the Folish fighting foroes were divided into
three army groups, ocovered by advanced attachments at about
7 different pointe: the north army group based on the
Vistula river southeast of Torun., This group, according ta
the original defense plan, was to withdraw to a position
ranging from the Narew-Bug-Vistula rivers' junotion and up
to cover Varsaw,

Ho. & The Central army group was based on an
ares southeast of Yedz., This group according to the original
defense plan, was to withdraw to a position on the Vistula,
mid=way between Warsaw and the Junotion of the Vistula and
the San rivers.

No, 4 The southern army group wes based on the
Nida river in an area northwest of Tarndw and northeast of
Erakdw. This group sccording to the original defense plan
was to withdraw to a position along the San river.

Mo, B. Moreover, the plan ocalled for an extension
of the line along the Narew river by moving up reserve
divislons.

No, & Reports indicated that the northern
group, contrary to plan, allowed itself to be drawm into
pitohed battles with the adversary. This in face of over-
whelming odds together with the aswiftness of the German

pincer=like thrusts (which developed from the converging
fia jor
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major drivwes from the German army groups in the northwest,
and in the southwest of Poland ss well as from the "Condor
Legion" frontal attack on the 'olish defenses in front of
Katowloe| tended to out off this groups retirement, and
served to prevent its executing its withdrawal amccording
to the original plan,.

Ho, 7. This upset in the original plan caused
the central army group to alter the scheduled direction of

its withdrawal and instead to take up the position originally

asgigned to the northern army group in covering larsaw.

No, 8 At the same time, the southern army had
to withdraw likewlse in a northeasterly instead of its
scheduled direction north to maintain contact with the
gentral army group. This left the San river line insuffi-
olently defended to check a swift moving powerful German
mechanized thrust aimed at Lwow.

No. 8 Notwithstanding the aforeoclted among
other difficulties and set-backs, there was still a
posaibility of the Polish forges reconsolidating behind
a newly massed contracted line of defense, for the Polish
foroes had actually taken up position slong part of their
main defense river line. At tiis junoture, however, Russia
delivered the "ooup de Grace” by suddenly marching in and

peoupying the very territory whercto the newly envisaged rolish

position would have necessarily looked for supplies and

reinforcements.

Ho. 10 The following are a few examples of
the
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the important role which espilonage played in the German
oampaign:

1/The system of communication betw-en the spies behind
the Polich lines with the German foroes both ground and
aerial wes esnduoted with marked efficleney. The sples
had been organigzed in Poland to such an extent previous to
the outbreak of war that in many cases they commanded key
positions in the communications as well as in other flelds,
iAfter the conmencement of the war, numercus sples were
dropped behind the Pelish lines by parachute from GCerman
planes. These men engaged in cutting communications lines,
spreading alarming rumors amongst Polish cormunities and
in many cases, disgulsed ln Pollish officer's uniforms,
interwepted and countermanded military orders,

2/ sShortly after the outbreak of war an offiolal of the
Foreign Offioe in Varsaw noticed from his office window, the
continued presence of a man in the side street below, onto
which gave the private entrance to lMinister Beek's house.
The Miniater frequently used this entrance, and whenever
statesmen and diplomats were received by him confidentianlly
in his home, they likewise made use thereof., Suspecting
the man was up to no good, the aforementioned officiel of
the Foreign Office ordered his arrest. Subsegquent police
investigation revealed that the man had been noting on a
plece of paper the license numbers of lMinister Deck's and
visiting diplomate' automobiles. It was moreover disclosed
that he intended to comrmunicate these numbers to agents in

the eastern part of Foland in order that they might be able
to



to identify the cars in the case of their possible arrival
in that reglon during further stages of the confliot. While
this spy wore Polish clothes, he was identified by his
German shoes.

3/ Again, an offiocer in command of troops near Krzemienieo
sent orders for the delivery of a given amount of suppliea
for a certain time of the day. The supplies failed to arrive.
Upon investigation, the officer commanding found that his
orders had been countermanded. In subsequently traoing back
to Krzemieniee, he found an individual in the uniform of
a Polish officer, walking along the roadside. Semething about
the man caused the officer commanding to stop and guestion
him. He replied in broken Polish with a discernible German
aoocent., He put the man under arrest and discovered, under
further examination that it was this spy in the uniform of
a Polish officer who had countermanded his order.

4/ It was found by the Polish military intelligence that
German aviators were receiving signals from German sples
(dressed as Polish peasants) who stepped out numbers and other
signs with their feet in plowed fields throughout the countrysile .

5/ I personally became suspiolous of telegraph operators
in small towns along the line of our trek, My susplcions were
supported by remariks of some of my colleagues who felt that
while telegraph operators accepted their cables, they destroyed
instead of despatching them; in other cases, deliberately
juggled the message in such a way as to arrive at the other
end of the line in a garbled state. I am convinoed that this

hlppmdtn-ulofn'mubln.
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POLISH-GERMAN CONFLICT
AND THE
EMBASSY'S ACTIVITIES




Sepiember T, Waiching the bt latge-scale air raad

over Wanaw lrom the counyard of the Chancery,

e September lst. The Gt air raid.




Zeptember 1

Ne. 1 1 avikened et 6:30 in the morning,

t firet I did not understand what hed disturbed me, I

wvent to the window and peered over o tranquil eity - all
was quiet - and yot I felt trouble wus im the air, (It
was only later that I eseertsined it had been Larsaw'a
first air elarm that had disturbed fy rest - I had evidently
been subsconseiously arocused by the sirems, whioh had
csased by the time I awoke. The plane whieh had cocused
the sounding of the siren had bombed the roce course ot
the edge of town)., When I put in o telephone eull for
Mr. Jon \rsuelackil et the FYoreign Office, the night
operctor (still om duty) informed me his line was busy.
It remeined busy so lomg that I felt gonfident something
was wrong. Finelly I sucoceeded in getting through to him,
énd in response to my question, he seid I was correct in
my expressed susploion thut the Germans had attacked.
He enid moreover, that he had Just been sble to confirm
preliminery reports to effect that the Cerman troops had
been attackin: at various points slomg the frontier, in-
oluding Lenzig, since dewn, loreover, the air fields at
Katowiee, had already experience air attooke,.

Lo, 2 4were thut I should lose much time
in gettin: word to the rresident and the decrotury of
State, by oable in thet this would entell eoding at our
end ond deooding at their end of the line, I requested
my house telephone operator to Ery making a eall to
Jmbrssador Hullitt in Paris, who oould relay the Lessage
to Lashington. When the operstor later told me that a

oall
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oall to Furis over lines throug: Berlin was impossible
1 suggested he take a chance, and try plaeing the eall
vie Copenhagen. To my happy surprise, the ides worked -
end with no undue delay, under the cireumstances, I
succeeded in resehing ./mbassador Bullitt. Reollizing we
might be eut at any seoond, we were brief - I told him
war had started, and asked him to apprise the Fresident
apoordingly by telephone., He assured me he would, Having
lon; known the 'mbassador %o be a mon of elear thinking,
energy, and esotion, I felt confident the Fresident and
the sSeoretary would learn the news in & matter of minutes.
(I later learned to my profound sense of satisfection
that this turned out to be the ocase).

No, & ifter my telephone talk with
Mr, Wrezleoki, I awakened all members of my household,
telephoned Consul General J. K. Davis snd members of
my staff, end notified them thet war hed ocommenced.

No. ¢ In thot I hed been inclined to place
considereble credence in the substance of the Turkish
imbassador's disclosure es to what his lilitery .ttaohé
had some weeke before been able to learn of Cermany's
contemplated plem of attaek, envisaging emong other
faotors an serial bombardment charasterized by flights
of about 100 plsmes at 20 minute intervals (which I
subsequently reported to the Department, and which
subsequent evonts proved approximately correet in meny
cases); and in that early morning sericl bombardments
within the close proximity of severul cities, ineluding
Warsew, had already been officially reported to

Mr. urszleoki at the Toreign Office, I decided to install,
at
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at the earliest moment, the clerks and ell meriean
women members of my staff in the house which prepara=-
tory to just suoh eventuslity, I had previously rented for
them at Constansoin, a resort in the midst of a pine
forest nsbout 18 kilometers from the heart of \arsaw
which the Foreign Office had in February recommended as
a reasonably safe haven from aerial bomberdments in
event of an attook. I felt they would be safer there,
at least, until I might have been able to gain a learer
pleture of what taotics the Cermeans intended employing
vis-3d-vis larsaw., Besides, I felt that evem if, im the
prnliminary stage, the oity itself Aid escape bombing,
there might possibly be planes passing over and around
.arsew, causing air slarm sirens at various intervals
during the night as well as day time. llence, I believed
ny steff would be able to get a better nizht's sleep,
(80 importont durin: tense times) in Constenein then in
larsew. Moreover, conditions permitting I plenmned to
hove them come into town to work at the imbassy during
the daytime,
lio, § /s I was warned by the police suthori-
ties that all roads leading out of | aersaw were eslready
under guard, and that passes would be required to go
beyond the eity limits, (a metter which would have re-
quired considerable time to accomplish), I personally
esoorted the women members of my steff to Constansein.
They arrived in time for breakfast, and promptly installed
themselves in their house., I thereupon returned to
VWarsaw for a prearranged conference with Minister leeck
and
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eand his asscoiates at the Foreign Offioce.

No. 6 buring the eourse of this conference,
the liinister and seversl officers of his staff disolosed
the substunce of their reports from the battle front,
and from abroad, ss well as their reports of aerinl
bouberdments whieh had taken plece ut verious intervels
over a wide area of Poland.

No. 7 Minister veck steted his opinion
that lerr litler pletured himself sovereign of o pan=
German continent, addin; that Polend had deoided to
coniribute her part towerds halting lerr liltler's drive
towards that objeective. Minister Leeck moreover imparted
confidentially thet in & message from Lord ilelifaex, the
latter indicated he now understood the Minister's polioy
vig-d-vis fumenie, Later, during e oonversetion at the
smbassy with officers of my staff, I urged that, follow=-
ing further eir reids, in end around larsaw, ome and
whenever possible two of us, together should proceed to
the scenes of bombardment for the purpose of meking
eye-witness reports on the eircumstences and the demage
inourred. From the very outset of the confliet, the
importance of recordins only eye-witness reports, was
clearly understood by ell the members of our Mission.

Yo, 8 Towards the close of the sfterncon
the first sizable flight of Germen plenes took ploge over
the eity. From the eourtyard of our Chanoery we watched
meneuvers between rolish pursuit plenes amd Cermen bombers,
Since the German planes were flying at en eltitude of
between 12 and 15,000 feet, the fire from the anti-airoraft

botteries



baotteries and heavy machine guns fell short of thelr uerks.
(ve oould see the tracer bullets shoot throuch spaece like
balls of fire, headed for their objectives), ‘here was
& heavy maohime gun buttery om the roof of a house next
door to our Chancery., However, the snti-sireraft fire
sppeared to prevent the plemes from risking flying lower
end diving. This roid however entesiled no bombardment
of thoe heart of the eity.
le. @ I thereupon decided to have the women
members of my staff whom I had that day left at Constansein,
come to wowk in town during tﬁu day end return to
Constansoin to spend the night, pendin; a turn for the
worse in the aerial ettacks over ' ursaw.
lio, 10 puring the course of the dey, (end
agein on September Z) the following message at our re-
quest was radio-broadeasted over the government-controlled
broadeasting station:
"It is requested that merican ocitizens
who desire to leave the country and who may
experience difficulty in doing so, report to
the /merican consular officers at Erszesc na
Bugiem where efforts will be made to arrange
for their depuarture.”
These moasures contributed importantly towarde the evaocua-
tion of between 300 end 400 /merioun citizens before the
railwey eormunicatione $o the north were ocut after the
commencemont of hostilities.
No, 11 Durin;; the course of the afternoon
1 was informed by an offieinl of the Foreign Offioce (a)
that at about six ..M. 0'cloock that morming lerr iitler
issued proclamation to effect he would meet forece with
force;



foree; (b) that the sorepping of lenzig's constitution and
the snnexation of Danzig wes proelaimed; and (e) that
subsequently iHerr Hitler in address to lleiehetey deolared
he would not eall upon Itely for assistunce, (It leter
oame to light thet in an exchenge of views which took
pPlace between Count Cisno snd lerr von fibbentrop on
Kay 6th and 7th in ldlsn they concurred, among other
points, 1/ in the need of strivin. to preserve penoe in
Aurepe for e lomg period, in erder to efford both Italy
end Cormeny time to serfeet their internal reconstruction
and militery preparations, end 2/ the duration of this
period wus to ve fixed by Itely et three yearsj by
Germany at four or five. These among; other peinte formed
the foundation of the ireaty of . llience signed by
Berlin on May 2:2nd.)

lio, 12 liotoring out to Constensein thet
evening (1t wes atill light) we were stopped by military
guards at the outskirts of .arsaw, The guards pointed to
&n oir roeid which was tokin, plece & short distence ahead
of us, over what was reportedly an amsunition dump in
olose proximity of the Vilanow Palage. Lhen the attack
appesred to be over, we continued on our Ways . few
minutes loter, however, we spotted a plane, evidently
one of the same group of Germun plenes which had en; ged
in the aforementioned attag. . It was flying at about
tree-top height, from the direction of the Vistula, and
turned to cross the road shead of us, To our disecoufort,
the pilot gave every sign of intending to swoop in behind
us. Just as he etarted up the road after us, however, he

epparently
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apperently spotted & heavy machine gun nest in the rield
at his right - and as they opened fire, he sped off like
8 sky-rooket.

o, 138 it wes not until lute that night at our
ville in Constansein that I found thet the day's bombard=-
ments had severed the telephone conneotions between Consteanscin
and | arsaw,

Septenber 2

Ho, 14 I hed already tealked on .ugust 29
with kr, Brooks om the telephone, menagin; direetor of
the Giesha Mines of Katowioce with wbom I had previously
been in frequent contuct regardin; serious developments,
On this cecasion after ascerteining from him that the
affeirs of his compeny had been taiken over by the Folish
Government us & wor emergency, I urged him to evaouate
his .merioan engineers and employees as soon as posd ble.
He assured me he would aet on this advice immediately,

Ho. 15 Un thot same doy I discussed the
serious trend of events with executives of the Gydinie-
.meries Line, and ascerteined thet they were tuking all
possible precsutions under the oircumstences against the
oeccurrence of an early emergency.

lo, 16 Horeover, 1 disoussed with
Count Czapeki, of the .meriean Seentie Line for the
third or fourth time within ten days the seriocusness of
the current trend of developments, and escertained that
he snd his sssoolates were well sware of the pending
emergency, and accordin ly were taking all preesutionery

measures possible under the eiroumstences in connection

with ‘meriocan business interests, direet or indireet,

kKr. Sztolemen, of the Vacuum 04l Compamy, with whom I
had



hed telked on seversl occasions previous to the outbreaik
of wer, informed me on Jeptember 2nd that he wes removing
the headquerters of the compeny's operctions to Lwow,.

it the same timeé our !mbassy facilitated lir. 1ilder,

lr. Sestoleman's essistent, towerds obtaining visas per-
mitting his departure by sutomobile from Foland,

o, 17 In my esrly morning meetiny with
Minister Heok and several officers of his staff, the
Minister told me that at sbout 2:00 A.M. o'olock the first
seoretary of the Folish . mbassy in Berlin had telephoned
Count fotulicki Officer or the night at the Foreign
Office, that in line with President Hoosevelt's initia-
tive, Herr liltler wished to notify the Folish Govermment
thet he had given orders to limit merial bombardments to
military objeetives. Linister Heok, moreover, pointed
out thet it was evident that the Germsn Government had
re-established telephone communications with arsaw
specifically to enable the secretary of the Folish Embassy
in Uerlin to tremsmit this message to the Polish Covernw
ment. The Linister said that he would disouss this
matter further with me later in the day.

o, 18 Mr alerms became more t.an hitherto
frequent througshout the day,

Heo. 19 During luncheon in the garden res-
teurant of the Luropejeskl Hotel my femily end I, as well
as the other guests of the restesurent, watehed en eir raid
overhead. No one evinoed other tham omlm interest, and
aside from en oocasional glance upward to note the progress
of the seriel asetion, the waters served the '1mnu- tables,



as 1f the raid were & ususl occurrence,

No, 20 In the course of my second cell at
the Foreigm Office, about 4:00 r,M. o'elock an air elarm
sounded, [he offieiels with whom I wee talking received
warning from the guards on duty at the Ministry that the
reld was expeoted to be of serious charsoter. They
therefore invited me to continue our discussion in the
eireraid celler of the ministry. Once in the eeller I
found it most effielently fitted out for the emergency,
in faet I have seen nothing since, anywhere so well
equipped: a ppecisl eir ventilation system connected
with the roof, telephones, for imner-office and inter-
ministry communicstion, operated on electric power system,
independent of the regular ecity service. lioreover,
there were several guards trained on teochnigue of gas
defense and several treined nurses. The walls snd ceil-
ings of the specious oompartments, into which the cellar
had been pertitioned, were painted white and the compart-
ments were furnished with comfortable ehairs emd long
benches,

Ho. 21 Minister leek eventually came down
end joined our conversation. He informed me thut his
Government was then replying through the iHague to the
Jermon Government's aforementioned proposal to limit
aeriel bombardments to military objectives. In effect
the Polish reply stated that the Polish Covernment had
given "similar" orders, that it wes mainteining them
despite bomberdments whioh hed caused numerous casuclities,

emonget the Polish eivilien populatiom, but thet it
reserved



resorved the right to reteliate should this heppen sgain,

No. 22 liinister Leck went on to say that
dospite Herr iitler's afore-deseribed message, Liis re=-
ports indicated that et U o'oloek thot mornin: Germon
plenes had bomborded (a) Clechenow, o town close to the
Last Prussion border; killing 21 eivilienms and 4 soldiers,
and wounding 36 civilians, 9 of whom were women, 4
ohildren; and (b) Lublin, killing 30 inhebitonte.
linister Deok udded that his Government took a grave
view of these aots, partioularly in view of Herr iiitler's
message trunsmitited both through the Hague and by tele-
phone from Berlin to warsaw; the Folish Government was
eonsidering what sotien to take.

Neo, 25 O0f pertinent bearing, I wa: aware
thet rolish Government circles attoched considerable
si;nificance to the faot that lerr Hitler transmitting
his aforementioned message to inrsaw had not only culled
upon The lague to serve as intermediary, but had also
re-established telephone coumunicatioms with Larsaw for
the purpose. These ciroles were inclined to asoribe
this "double-barreled" aetion to lerr iitler's anxiety
lest, when sritein and France homored their respective
alliences with Poland, they mizht bombard the industrial
areas of lestern Germeny, (after Britein's and Frence's
intervention, Berlin was guick to discern the Western
Powers' disinclination to engage in serisl bonbardments
of German industrial areass. At least during the course
of the Pollsh-Germen eonfliet.,)

lo, 24 In commection with eir raide, I
anticipated



anticipated that any delay in intervention by the
Lestern llies might meke the Cermens le ss apt to observe
sorupulously the conditions embodied in their Ueptember
“nd agreement with the Poles, \.-.. 1imi ting serial
bombardments to military objectives. In fact, I con-
sidered thet potential fear of reprisals in form of
gllied aericl attocks over the industrial areas of lLestern
Germany about the only feotor whioh might serve to re-
strein the Cermens from broadening the scope of thelr
sorisl aotivitiecs from strictly militery objectives,.
Subsequent developments appecred %o bear out my thoucht
on this score.

No. 28 it 6 PoMe o'eclock, the Folish radio
broadoastin: station addressed a broadeast to the then
convened Yrench Chamber of Deputies, refuting & report
whieh liinister ieek had just learned was beins circulated
amongst the Leputies, and which Minister leck was in-
elined to aseribe to Berlin's inspiratiomn, to effect that
Germen troops had suspended ell etteck. Luring the
broudeast o German air raid wes taking plece over the
outskirts of Warsaw.

Ho. 26 In the late afternoon, Major Colbern,
Militery /ttaché and 1 met to review the ocourse of
military and aserial activities, sinece the ocutbresk of
war, The Major reported that, as in the case of the
previous day, the Uermen sirforce had continued on an
extensive sosle, its attacks on objectives throuchout
roland., .8 far as either of us oould aseertein at that

Juncture, attucks were divided chiefly et military,
industriel,
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industrial, and communications centers., Lo aseertalned,
at the seme time, however, that many casuualties amon: st
eiviliane had resulted due in purt to the feet that
gorrisons existed in all Polish oitiee. The effect of
the bombs in nost cesses reported, indieated light incen-
diary bombs, ne conourred moreover, in our observations
that in the ocourse of that dey, Germsn bombers had flowm
over arsaw at two hour intervals at estimeted helight of
12 to 15,000 feet; moreover, neither of us had observed
any hits by wersaw anti-eireraft batteries. The lajor
then stated thet the Polish General i teff estimated GOO
German plenes had taken part in these reids, md thet

the direotion indicated they were shuttling back and
forth between ast Prussis and former ,ustria,

e jor Cokbern furthermore reported in effeot the follow=-
ing resumé of Germen ground etteacks which had taken place
up to noon that day, (September 2): Danzig Division whieh
had attecked in direetion of Cdynie wes driven back by
Polish counter-aetion at Orlowo, ast Prussien front:
four Germen infantry divisions and one cavalry brigade
atteeking in direotion of Neidenberg-ifava, reached
Miewa vieinity: Pomorze frontier: two Germen infentry
divisione end one light armored division attacked on front
Cho jnloce-Notee iiver, advencing 26 kilometers to lokJo
vieinity. Poznan frontier: Ome Lanwehr division and
mechanized units, elements of one fortress division at-
tacked in direction Jbgszyn-Foznan, advaneln. about 15

kilometers. On front artenbergelienslau, one meochunized
and
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and two infentry divisions atteeking in direection
slelun and Kepno reported maldn. alow progreee. oilesian
front: one arsored nad four infantry divisions attecking
on both sides of Katowioe to Hybmo cnd Czestuchowe;
Katowico uncaptured. slovakian frontler; one nrmored
and one infentry division attooking on either aside of
.kopony advenced about 30 kilometers to Howy=Targ. .t
no point had the Polish meln defenslve positions been
renched or brokem throuch. The Polish forees olaimed to
have csptured or destroyed one Germen armored traoin and
100 tenks during fighting of Ceptember 1,
0y 27 Major Colbern told me, moreover, that

at 2 P.M. o'elook that day, ieptember i, severe fighting
wes reported to be tukin: place (&) im erec of Hoklo, west
of bBydgoszez; (b) in ares of Howy=Terg; (e) im srea of
ifewa on the iaet Prussien frontier; (d) in ures of Kohl,
west of Czgetachows.

lio. 28 pined that nigcht at Lurcpe jski hotel
and went sfterwards to the Foreign Uffice to mscertainm
reports on lotest developments before motorin; out to
Constensein for the night.

ko, 88 we were awakened by the drome of
German bombers, whish at about 6:30 ..M. o'elock begen
passing over Constensein end arsaw in flights of threes
and fours at about three-guarters of an hour intervals.
They seemed to be flying at about 16,000 feet.

e, 30 suddenly o mediumesized bomber swooped
down im » low power-dive, so low that 1t seemed as though

the plane hed seraped our roof, dropping eleven bombs in
rapid
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Ambassador Biddle's villa a1 Constancin after the bombing,

September 3, 1939,
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rapid succession (6 of which fortunately proved duds).
Une bomb exploded and smother landed unexploded in our
yord, sbout en sere in size, while o dud went through

the roof of the adjecent ville (situated about 200 feet
apart from our villa), landing unexploded in the cellar,
The pilet sterted releesing his bombe olose to and betreen
@ smull briex faotory (about 200 yards distent) and the
ville adjacent to ours - and he continued releasing his
bombs in repid succession as he dove down towards our
villa, .s we heard the explosions coming mecrer and
nearer, and as our ville correspondingly shook with in-
creased intemsity, we stood orouched ageinst the wall

of the steirewell (in order to be away from the windows)
expecting oeoh moment thet the next bomb would erash in
on us. It was therefore with a sense of relief thot I
suw the tall of the plane, signalling the end of the raid,
1 subsequently discovered how fortunate we were in having
swiftly sought refuge in the steir-well, in that the
concussion end flyin: fragments of the bombs had burst
énd scattered the gless of the windows of the rooms whieh
we had previously evaecusted.

Ho. 31 I was later informed by the police
suthorities thet in their investigation, shortly after the
bozbing they ¢ollected in various rooms of our villa, 20
pounds of fregments of exploded bombs. These fregments
had come in through the windows. Moreover, I suved as a
souvenir of the ococasion, a plece of metal mbout half the
8ize of my hand. It served as a sort of signal of attack
as 1t whistled in its flight through space and with a dull
elang, landed ageinst the wall several feet from where I

was
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wes stending on the seoond floor verands, previous to
entoring the villa to teke refuge in the stair-well,

Lo, d& Hoving: experienced the worst, short
of a casualty, both my family end I beoume more or less
faetelistie; we guined o« sense of being so-to-speck veteruns
of the more violent aspeet im the "war of nerves”. In
faot, this experience served psychologlioully useful in
dealing with what was to oome,

Lo, 33 Une of the two following possibilitics
as in effect I onbleod the Lepartment after the ineident »
represent to my mind, about the only conceivable explana-
tion Tor the pllot'e eotion: (a) he might conceivably
have dived to bombard the nearby emsll brick feetory,
mistaidng ite comparatively broed wooden shingle roof line
for a hanger (for it wus olose thereto that he started
relessing his bombe) or (b) having dived to bomb what he
may have mistaken for a hengar he might possibly have seen
& Folish pursuit plene take off at the pilot's school some
three and one~half kilometers distant, in whioh cese he
mi; ht have released his reck of bombs regardless in an
effort to lighten his load preparatory to a gquick get away.
(48 regards the Joreign Office's recommendetion in February
as to the safety of Constunsoin from the theater of serial
attaoks over ersaw, I am aware thet my informants had in
mind the following:

The necrest objeetives of possible militery bearing
from our villa was 1/ a smell serodrome used &s a school
for eivilian pilots & little over 3 kilometers distant,

2/ an eleotrio power plent about 5 kilemeters distont, and
5/ a
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8/ a wooden bridge ngross the Vistule river about 8
kilomsters distant),.

No, 34 After the vombardment, I procesdsd
fimedictely to the nearby house wherein the vomeon members
and seversl of the olerks of my stuff wers quertered, to
see whether they were all right. ‘hey had experienced
several vibratioms from the bomb explosions it suffered
Bo injury or demage.

No, 36 I then prooeeded into rrsow. |lue
to the demsgs to our villa, and the fect that the line=
men hed fziled to restore teléphonie service between
Constansoin and 'aorssw, I decided to take up quarters for
my femily and myself in the spartment on the second floor
of the Chancery. (By this time wost of our own domestio
housshold had buen eslled up for militery service.)

Ho. 36 Hond both luncheon and dinner at the
Hotel Europe jaki.

Ho. 37 During ome of my two visite to the
Foreipgn Office, in the course of the dsy, my conversation
with several officers was agsin odjourned to the air raid
ocellar, where the discussion was oontinued in an atmosphere
of calm. On this ocousion my informsnts disclosed: (a)

The Lritisi Covernment's rinsl note presented in Berlin
about 9 L.M. giving Herr Hitler until 11:00 ..M, to glve
an undertoiing to withdra: his troops from Folandj (b)
at 11:15 ..M., Prime Minister Chemberlein redio-brocdeansted
to the nation thet no such undertridng had been received
end that eonsequently ureat Eritein wes at war with Cermany;
(o) the ultimatum of the French Governuent was presented

at
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at 12:30 P.M. uxpired at 5:00 F.M.

Ho, 38 then I dropped by the Foreign Office
l.ﬂ‘-.tr dinner = it was about 9:30 Pelley 1 received n mossuge
inviting me to Minister Heok's house ad jJecant to the
iinistry. There 1 was greeted by the liinister and Mrs., Beok
who were dining informally with o fev officinls of the
Minister's staff end their wives. I joimed them at the
tauble until dinner was over. <ubsequently over coflfee,
Ministor deok told me that he end his assoelates profoundly
appreciated Fronce's snd sritain's honorin; their respec-
tive allisnces with oland., He wemt on to 8ay, morecver,
(a) that in the ocourse or “eptember 2, twenty-seven Folish
towns and olties had been objeots of Germam asrial attacks;
(b) that during the course of the day, ueptember 3,

Jgblin, Torun, Poznan, Krakow, PYock, amons other cities

and villeges hed experienced atteoks from the sir, llore=-
over, bombs had been relensed in several cases amongst

the pemsants workin: in the fields; (o) about 1500 eivilians
had to date been either wounded or killed in Folend. The
Minister then stated thot Polish forces had since the
outbresk of war brought down & total of 64 German pleanes,
Poland hod meanwhile lost @ totul of 11 plmes,

No. 30 In eoneluding cur telk the Minister
said that his (overnment was immedisately transuitting =
vigorous protest to The Hague, wherein would be listed
violations of the Folish-Germen agreement of september 2,
to limit aerial bombardments to militery objeotives,

No. 40: On leaving the Foreilgn Office and in
walking through the fore-court I discerned signs of pack=-
ing up arohives, an indication which at the moment I was

inelined
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to mark down as @ precautionary moasure.

lo. 41 iuring the course of that doy,
September 3, the tempe of air raide over orsaw was asbout
the same as on the previous doy. ‘The suburbs and severnl
localities elose by experienced boubings.

lios 42 I wes awvars thot Minister Heck snd
his sssoociates hed been hoping that the lestern nllies
would stuge o diversion eotivity either im the eir or on
the ground or both.

lios 43 fter the close of the confliot, I
mat Polish ‘mbossador to London, Count Heozyneki in Paris.
In strictest confidence he imparted in effeet the following:
He hed engaged in numerous conversations with
Hr. ‘inston Churchill just previous to and ilmmediately
following Jeptember 1, the dete of the outbresk of Folish-
Germen hostilities. Uluring earlier conversations,
Mr, Churchlill had expressed his personal feelings that
Britein ss well as Freance should make some effective move
in terms of & diversion motivity im order to allow Polsnd
to reconsdidate her urmiea, 0On tha day that
Mr. Churchill was appointed first Lord of the .dmirolty,
/mbassador Haczynski had enother comvercation with him.
At thot time .mbassador Haczynski pressed him for un ex-
plenstion es %o why neither Uritein mor Frunce hed under-
taken some form of effestive serial sotivities vis-h-vis
Germany. In response, Mr., Churehill stated that his
Covernment refrsined from waging aerial bombordments over
Germsny for fear of antagonizing /imeriesn publie opinion.
jmbassador ilaczynaki was not satisfied with this explanation,

feoling
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feelin thet 1t wae being put out to ommouflage the
real motives for lmek of serial vetion. Henee, he con-
tinued daily to press Mr. Churehill until finally the
latter told him the followin; in utmosi ecnlldence: e
said that Frence was still wesk in the eir and depended
upon British air strength to support her in the event of
u Germen attack. .ccordingly, if France were to engnge
in serisl aotivities at that time whioch mi ht provoke
retalintion mossures, md if the British eir fleet bocaue
engaged in the lorth “en ares, Frunee might find herself
s vietim of the same type of serisl warfare which the
germans were then conduoting eagainst Polend &nd thot
Frenge mi ht fare mo better them Poland, Britain at
thet moment had to look to the French army for ground re-
sistance while the Fremch had to look to the Hritish air
foroe as the main stey for her air resistance.
;mbassador Heezynski told me in striotest confldence thet
he reslized thet Mr. Churohill wes tellimEhim straight
faots.
Septeuber 4

Ho, 44 iwmakened by early morning eir raid.
. number of ruids oeeurred at regular intervele throughout
the dey. Other then when the brosdossting station werned
thet the reids micht be of serious character, however,
the alarm, after the morning attacks, was not sounded.

o, 45 In the afternoon a. sbout 4 o'ecleeck,
while I wes at the Foreign Office, the slarm sounded
shrilly, warning of a l.u'p-ul:_u bombardment. .Again

the



the conversation im whieh I wae en nged wes adjourned to
the cellar, . few minutes after our errival there,
Minister Ueok with whom I hed had an appointment within
& quarter of an hour of that time, ceme to join us. He
had been on his baleony wetehin. the machine gunners on
the roof of the Ministry shoot dowm o comparatively low=
flyin; Germsn bomber direetly over head.

No. 46 This air raid wes longer then ususl,
The fli.ht, consieting of sbout 60 or 80 plenes, sesmod
to be trying to destroy the mein bridges lesdin: eorccs
the Vistula. The Germen pilots demonstreted o reckless
dering in swooping down low over the eity, and dropping
bombs on their objeetives, The Folish enti-aireraft guns
were able to defend the bridges, end after a lengthy
attaock, the Germens abandoned their efforts in that re-
gard. Defore leaving, however, they dropped ingendiary
bombs in the outskirts, ceusin: = eirecle of fire to be
laid around the eity. The Polish authorities were appr-
hensive lest this eirele of fire had been effected
deliberately in order to fseilitate the bombing of the
oity on a return fli ht thas night.

Lo, 47 Three German bombers were shot down
thet daye I left the Foreign Office Just as the last cne
met ite end., Damage resulting from the raid was considerable,

o, 48 On this as on previous days, all
members of our Mission at various times s Personally cheocked
on all accessible soenes of bombings,

No, 49 Dined et the ‘uropejski. .n officer
of
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of O=2 joined us., lie mentioned amon;g other things his
concern over the reported effectiveness of the drive of
German columns in the direetion of llodlin.

Heo, 50 Upon entering the Foreign Offiee et 11:30 P.l.,
1 immedliately pained the distinet impression that the
Ministry in general was uneasy over reports of the turn
of military developmentes im the vieinity of llodlin, north
of .ursaw.

Neo, 51 Mrs. beok, who togethor with & number of
the wives of officers of the Foreign Uffice, had been
workin; like & trojen, was in charge of the information
desk. On this oocesion she was assisted by Countess Joseph
Potocka who took turms with Countess ‘ichael Lubiensksa
as well as Countess Paul Sterszynske, wife of Minister Beok's
secretary in operating; the telephone switeh board while
iirs. Beck answered the guestionsaf the numerous eallers
at the Ministry. I watched them while I was aweiting word
to go upstairs. They worked fast and effiolently. I
recognized in this scene onother example of the admir able
copaelty and willingness of Folish womanhood to meet &
orisis.

He, 52 1 went upstuirs. It wes dark sove for the
meeger rays of & blue shaded lemp in the cormer of the
enormous gallery on to whieh open the orffices of the
offieiels. There were smell groups of officers speaking
together in whispers as they walked up and down the
oarpeted gallery, The atmosphere was charged with elec-
trieity; uneasiness.

No., 5% My conversation with several officers of

inister



Minister Leok's staff confirmed my previous impression:
the turn in developments in the vieinity was causing grave
ooncern., If anythin arcse whieh they thought 1 should
knov, they would telsphone me,.

lo, 54 1 depurted, and as I ralked through
the Ministry oourtyard, to get into my car, I perceived
in the clear light of the moon that what had the night
before loocked like e pmoking up of the arelives had now
the eurmarks of an evacuntion move in the near future.

1 noted thet slong with the archives, army cots were
being packed in seversel large motor truocke.

Lio. 585 Chief of Protoeol, ilajor Lubienski
imparted next day that Minister Leck had oalled him et
midni-ht to inform him that reports from th: direotion
of ilodlin indicated an early heavy attack in o southerly
direetion, towards .arsaw, He them told Mr jor Lubienski
to come $o him agein at 5:00 A.M., adding that at that
time he would either tell him to g0 baek to bed or in-
struet him to notify the Diplomatie Corps to evacuate
.arsaw by gredusl stages throughout the day,

o, 56 /% sbout 2100 A.ie, ni ht of September 4
6, 1 was awakened by sounds of motor lorries snd tuanks
passin; Ly the Chencery. I found it was a lengthy mecha=-
nized column consistin; of troop-filled lorries, heavy ,uns,
and mediume-sized tanks whioh were rushing through the heart
of the unlighted ecity toward Modlinm, The column travelling
at ¢ speed of approximately 40 miles per hour tocok about

two hours to pass our chancery. It was evident, in view
of
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of my talks earlier in the night these were reinforee=-
ments beins rushed to eheok a threctened breck-=througzh
at lodlin. It was a grim pleture.
gepteumber D

Neo, 57 At B100 LeMe, Minlster Leock conferred
agein with Major Lubienski, this time informin; him (a) of
the Covernment's deeision Lo evecuate arsaw, md (b) of
his deeision to evaouate the ULiplomatiec Corps gredually
during the course of the dey. loreover, he instrucied
the Major to motify the various missions nocordingly.

lio. 58 Between 11:00 ...ii, and noon (September
6) militery developments north of arsaw had taken so
unfavorable turn ns to cause Minister Leeck to call in
Mnjor Lubienski end instruet him to accalerate the paoce
of the diplomatiec Corps' evacuation. On this occasion
yvinister peck euphesized he wunted the entire corps out
of  arsaw by the end of the day.

lio. 59 purin; the course of the prelimineary
phase of Polend's mobilization in Mareh, I learmed in
strictest confidence from en offieciel of rFresident lioseieki's
household &s well as from en offieliel of the loreign Office
that the Folish Government was conslderinj; amon; other pre-=
ceutionery measures, the possible mecessity of removing
the seat of Government to another seetion of Folend in
event the capture of l.arsaw were threatened during e
potentiol Polish-Germen econfliet. .hile the Government
guerded with utmost secrecy this possibility as well as
the desi-nated eveouation point, I later beceme awere (a)

that
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that confidential instruetions had becn issued to plant
managors of the "industrial triangle” to start moving
their machinery to the Lublin ares, and (b) that the
Presldent secoretly sent a representeation to the Lubline
Lsemose ares to make o oensus of billetin: possibilitics,
to organize & communioations ocenter et ecetera, This end
other information prompted my belief thet the Governmsnt
had deeided upon the same area for its own possible
evacuntion,

Ho, 60 It was still in Mareh that my afore-
mentioned informants divulced in strictest confidence in
effect, the follovin; borad outline of Folmd's plen of
defense: (&) to keep the Polish army in tact, (b) to re-
sist as long as possible on attempted ocapture of larseaw
end/or the "Industriel “riangle”, (¢) withdrawal of the
main body of Polish foreces under cover of delayed aotion
if and when pressure from a potentisl German attack made
it necessery, to the main defensive position, on the line
of the LJtrategie Narew, Bug, Vietule, md Sen rivers,

(d) to delay the sdversary's advance 1/ until the ade

vent of ruoiny end wintry weather and 2/ until asssistenoce

from Poland's Western allies might have diverted the full

brunt of the Cermen attack from off the Polish front.

My informants went on to say thot while this was the

Polish defense plan in terms of the beped sweep, the

Government and the Cemeral Staff had deeided that, in

event the oapture of ' arsaw by the sdversary became im-

minent, the Government and the Genmerel Staff would withdraw
from



from nareaw = the GCovernment re-estoblishing its seat in
Eastern Poleand, the Oemeral Ltaff setting up ite head-
quarters ot some point between the newly estublished
dovernment seat snd the fighting front.

o, 81 In other vords, sllevin: for unfor-
seen turns in the eourse of a potentiul conflict, the
folish overnment sand High Commend (&) regurded as their
paramount cim: to hold the rolish fighting forces intset,
awalting the effeects of wet snd subsequently winter weether,
end effective aotion of Folund's Western ollies to wlle=
viate pressure on the lolish front; and (b) had coms to
feel that they ocould less afford the loss of any sizeable
portion of their first line fighting etrength, which would
be difficult il not impossible to replece, thanm the loess
in the preliminary stoge of a eonfliot, of territory and
even ol their eapital, the reeapture of which, chonged
conditions end counter stteeks in a later stage mi ht per=
mit.

No, 62 &t1ll later I was informed confidentielly
by en officlal of the Forelgn Office to the offeet that,
in event the Government deeided to ovmounte "srsaw (a) 1t
would want the imbassies and Legetions to follow, (b) that
the LUovernment would supply each Lmbessy end Legation with
& large motor truck, (o) that besides motor trucks e
speoliel traln would be placed at the disposal of the
diplomatic oorps to transport the Chiefs of Mission and
thelr respective stoffe to whatever new cepitel might
oventually be deslgmated; and (d) that our respective
outomobiles might joim tho trucks in a military gusrded
"euravan" to their destinatiom. .hile I sppreciated the
good intentions of the lovermment, to extend us these

oconveniences,
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gonvenionces, I entieipeted that & potential Cerman
oampeipgn would entail uriul. gs well ms ground attaoks
aimed et erippling ut the outset tramsportation enc
communications lines, widch might tend to csuse eonfusion
to such an extent as to render unlikely the Covernment's
ability to place transportation faeilities at our disposal.
lienee, I purchased & large truck, with o view to providing
against the possibility of our “moassy’s belng foroed to
spend the winter in ..astern Poland {even possibly on the
edge of the Pinsk marshes)., 1 loaded the trueck with
canned goods, kerosene lenterns, cendles, et cetera, for
I felt that I should provide our smbassy group at least
with enough of the bure necessities of life to tide them
over e possible preliminery shortege of food in event we
suddenly found ourselves forced to set up headgquarters at
some eastern point inaccessible to supply centers.

Lo, 63 In oonversation with Gemeral Certon
de "iart, V.0, (Chief of the  ritish iilitery nission)
at about 10:30 ..M., he expressed his apprehension lest
Larsaw be surrounded end possibly oome under the fire of
Germen guns within seversl days. (From these romarke 1
geined the distinet impressiom that 1ittle, if anything,
in the form of an effective diversion ectivity mi ht be
expected from the iritish snd possibly the French foroes
in the oourse of the next fevw days at least).

o, 64 Pursuent to Chief of rrotocol,
4ajor Lubienski's notificetion, at about noon members of
our .mbassy steff evaounted 'arsew by automobiles at

various hours throughout the day erriving towurds the
end
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and of the afternoon at the newly desigcneted Foreign Office
headquarters at Neleozow, about 20 kilometers west of Lublin,
In sccordence with cabled instruetions from the lepartment
the Consulate ‘emerul moved into the Chencery snd the
tmbassy remeined with the Covernment.

lo, 65 #8 we orossed the bridge from  ursaw
to Froge en air reld took plece and the police authorities
stopped us, counselin: us to pull over to the side of the
road to ewait the end of the attmek., ihen the suthorities
reulized that the plones were headed eostward, they let us
continue our jourmey, .s we turned from the outskirts of
Frags , into the roesd for Lublin, we ran into a second
reid from the same flight of plmes. . nti-sireraft units
tlong side of the road fired over our hesds at the bombere.

Ho, 66 Further elon; the ro=d,

British ‘mbassador, uir lioward Kennard aecompsnied by his
Counselor, Mr, Clifford lorton end lirs, Norton, heving
pessed us in a fast movin. cer, stopped o little wey ashend
of us to ask if all wus well with our Eroup.

o, 67 Before loaving Lorsew I decided to leave
my motoreyele with attaehed sidecer, et the Chancery in
case stranded .merieen citizens who might wish to evacuste
wersaw, locked mesns of trensportation. Besides, I left
two 200 liter barrels of gasoline., I also left & seack of
flour md seversl boxes of ounned provisions, et the
Chencery in case food stoek might run low.

lio, 68 Pursuent to lir. larrison's earnest

request that he be allowed to delay his departure in order
to



to attend to some outstandin; personol matters, I requested
him to asoelersate completion of his business, snd to Join
us as soon as possible et Nalgezow, (Iursusnt to o con=-
versation with the Under _ecrutery of Ltute for Foreignm
iffeirs, Count Ogembek, the next morning (Jeptember 6) I
telephoned lir, Harrison and il=jor Colbern, who had post-
poned his departure in order to conteet the Genersl _taff,
requesting them both to come to linlgezow at the earliest
moment, socordingly, they essured me they would leave
yorsew that aftermoon at about 4:30 P.M.)

lio, 69 Upon errivol inm lNalgezow I made
arrangements with Foreign Office offieclecls and the Chief
of Polioe to billet and board my family and the members
of my staff,

lio, 70 48 1 oanbled the Lepurtment, Nalgozow
ie & smell cure resort, le were billeted in several room=
ing houses, Fart of the diplomatic corpes wus billeted
in end eround lisleczow and pert im Kazimierz acbout 7
kilometers distant.

Los 71 Together with a number of our colleagues
we had dinner that evenins in the dining hell of the newly
established Foreign Office, formerly the oure house of
the resort, Fremch /mbassador Noel joined our tuble eand
remarked to Mrs. Biddle that he did not think we would
remain long in Nelgozow,.

No, 72 4t that time, md under war ecircum=-
stances, livin_ oonditions were comparatively primitive,
gasolene for the sutomobiles searde, and communications
difficult. We soon found Neleozow was in the direet path

of



cabled on Leptember 6, the neerest point thus far bombarded
wes the looal railway station, three kilometers distent from
the civilian comumunity in which we were billeted. This
bombardment, however, took place a few hours previous to

our arrivel on Jeptember 5., Jubsequent investigation
revenled that sever:l Uerman plenes hend, on & low powers=
dive, bombed two treins which hed come to a stop alongside
the little station; one was a troop train the other filled
with eivilian passengers., The bombing hed been concentrated,
sevore, Many oivilian passengers and to @ lesser degree

the troops, reeceived serious injuries, (I vwas aware of

the blunder both of the station master and of the conductors
of both treins, in havin permitted a2 train of eiviliens

to stop alongside « troop train). Upon arrival at one of
the rooming houses to which we had been assigned I found

a number of the injured women and children receiving first
aid treatment inside the house, and on the back poreh,

one womon who was due shortly to give birth to & ohild,

had hed her leg severed at the knee, liost of the others
had suffered head wounds. There were no proper dressings
for Lhe wounded avoilable, Ve thereupon contributed some
gauze and bandages which I had fortunately secured ror
emergency purposes in o Hed Cross kit, from lire. leck,
dinister Beck's wife, on the previous ni ht in ‘arsaw.

ifter these unfortunate people had been teken off to a
hospi tal



nospital in Lublin, we moved into the house.

Mo, 73 Coinselor of Lmbasay, Mr. lorth inship
end Third _eoretary, Mr. C. burke .lbriek joined us sortly
thereafter.

Septomber 6

o, 74 Dpuring my early morning conversation
with Count Umembek, Viece Minister for Foreign ffairs, he
imparted thet his reports indicated thet the Polish forces,
reinforced by the mechenized columm which had rushed
through Leresaw on the nicht of _eptember 4 - § had sucoeeded
in arresting the drive of the (ermen mechanized columns,
and were, them holdimg position in the Lepree=iodlin
sector north of ~arsaw,

o, 76 In the early pert of the af'termoon,
the Breslau radio broasdesstin, stetion announced in the
Polish lenguage thet our .mbassy had arrived in liclgozow.
A8 the locetion of the new geupitol hed until then been
gusrded confidentislly by the rolish Governmenti for pro=-
tection of Government officicsls as well as the diplomatie
corps, this announcement indieated, to my mind, efficlency
of Cermen esplonage aetivitics,

Ho. 76 puring the course of the doy, I
sabled the Lepertment my observations on certein aspects of
serial bombardments. I pointed out thet experience during
seriel raids snd subseguent investigatlons of outoome
thereof, prompted my belief that the guestion of limiting
bombardments from the air to objeotives of militery bearing

vore serious consideration in light of eircumstences whioh
prevailed
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prevailed throuchout the belligerent countries. ..ccord-
ingly, in PFoland as in France, lLrlitsin end Cermany as well,
during wer time, mobilization enveolved the billeting of
troopes in civilian communities. .s for irolend preetically
every villuge of say 500 inhabitants housed 50 to 100 troops.
i regards industry, moreover, in the cease both of the
larger and the smaller manufaoturing plants engaged in
produetion both of armementes and articles for domestic
consumption were usuelly surrounded by densely populeted
communi ties of employees, 1 folt therefore that the question
concernin; cverial bomberdments eclled for considerction

in the light of whether the bombardment of objectives of
militery interest, in connection, for exsmple, with vile
lages and industriel plents, was of sufficiont value to
the progrom of the adversary to warrant endangering the
civilien population., (In view of the foregoing cabled
observetions, it was with more then ordinary interest

that subsequently, on geptember 135, I learned of the
Germen overnment's announcement of that date, that all
Polish towns and villages harboring armed scldiers, snipers
or marauding bands, would be regurded forthwith es mili-
tary objectives.)

He, 77 Imring a conferemce at about 7:00 P.M.
between French /mbessador lioel, snd myself, at the house
where my family and I were billeted, Viece Minister for
Foreign . ffeirs, Count Szembek telephoned me urgently
requesting thet both the .mbassador und I meet with him
at the earliest moment at his hesdquarters., He added that

British .mbasscdor Kennard was already on Lis wey. 1ithin
a
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a few minutes, we reached the Yoreign Cffice.

Mo, 78 I recall thet Count Lzembek, a olarme
in; charseter, possessing the menmers and eneral atsitude
of the 13th ecentury lolish nobility, greeted us with
characteristic cordiality. Iter friendly inquiries as %o
the stote of our comfort in our new guarters, and after
apologles for enllin; » eonference on such short notice,
he remorked with digmnity and eomposure, (as if he had just
recalled the purpose of the conference) that t e reason
for oulling; us together was to inform us thet a Cerman
mechanized oolwmn of considercble strength had unfortu-
netely Just broken through the Polish lines north west of
us, end wes repidly approeschin: PuYfawy, some 18 kilometers
distant from N.lgezow. Le went on to say thet it was
difficult at the moment, due to poor communications, to
aspertein the exaet strength of the Lermun foroe. However,
in the absence of full information in regerd thereto,
iis Covernment after comsulting Uemersl leadquarters, hed
considered it advisable that the oreign Uffice end the
diplomatie corps move on to some point whereat they were
less likely to be surrounded, out off from General lieade
quarters and possibly cuptured,

No, 79 A% the close of our conference, and
as I was teking leave of Count Szembek in the garden out-
side the newly set-up Foreign Offiee, a Polish pursuit
plane brought down a Germem 1i.ht bomwber direetly overhead.
The Lermsn pillot, wounded in the shoulder, landed by
paraghute at the other end of the garden, a comparatively
short distunee from where we were standing.

No, 80 Before conclusion of the afore-desoribed

confcrence



of roreign .ffuirs and the Liplomatie Corps were to evacu-
ate Nulgeuow immedictely, and proceed direotly to Krzemlenieo
located about 480 kilometers from Nulgezow end ubout 50
kilometers from the sussiun border. !l added that the
Prime Minister would estublish headquarters for himself
and staff et Juck, and that the iresident would set up his
headquarters ot o point in the vieinity of fuok, I there=
upon enrnestly recuested Count o embek's assurance that
members ol my staff driving automobiles be allowed snough
gusoline to earry them at least to Juck, where I understood
thore was o supply of ;esoline sufficient to afford refuel-
ing. Count . zembek adui ted that the scareity of gusoline
in Lelgezow was deplorable, but assured me he would do ell
possivle to see that the gesoline requirements of my staff
were met. Jorseeins, however, the heetic rush for fuel,
I urged 1'r. .inship end Mr, .lbrick to drive their auto-
mobiles, at the earliest moment, Lo the gesoline pum_. and
remein in their cors in order to avoid confusion.

lio. 81 I was anxious, moreover, to save the
women members of my steff the confusion end discomfort of
becomin; envolved in vhat promised to be more or less of
s "tussle" for gesolinme around the pump of the service
stotion, Jortunately, finding;, therefore, thet I could
spare some gasoline, I turnmed over to iiss lle uatters, who
throughout the entire trek from arsaw to Krzemioniec at
the wheel of my Ford station wagon, drove liss Jaunders,
Miss Hillery, Miss Pinerd, md /ir, neksztejn, assistant

to the disbursing officer, & sufficlient smount of gasoline

in
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in tin containers to earry the oer through to the refuelling
service station at Yuek. (Mies Mo uatters, the only women
to drive o oar during the trek, geimed thoe respect and es-
teem both of Polish offieiel and diplomatic oircles, for
havin; safely eonduocted her car snd passengers through the
lengthy end exheustin;, &as well as dangerous day and night
runs whieh the trek entoiled)., Furthermore, I subseguently
sucoeeded in obteining a 'best-efforts” promise from the
Chief of rolice (with whom 1 hed previously established

# friendly relationship) to furnish mericen citizens, who
might come through during the course of the night or the
next day, with sufficient gasoline to sce them at least on
their way to JYuek. Following these prelimineries, the
members of our .muessy, commencing at about 11:00 .M.,
departed from Naleezow at various intervels throughout the
nicht.

Lio. B2 I endeavored to arrange the distribu-
tion ol passengers emongst the nutomobiles of our oaraven
in sueh a way as Lo hawe (a) two drivers per car where
posaible, and (b) some one who spoke the Polish lenguage
in esaoh car. In ocases where this was not possible due to
lack of space im any cer, I urged thet » cur laocking someone
faomiliar with the Polish language, acecompeny & oar occupied
by one.,

o, 83 Night travel under war conditions
then preveilin , was, to sey the lesst, a difficult, md
dangerous tosk., Only the most mesgre amount of illumination
was permitted from our headlizhts whioh aoccordin: to regu=-
lations, were covered by & blue cloth hood. Loreover,

upon
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upon approachin; towns the uilitary authorities stopped
#ll cars and instruoted the driver to extin uish all
lightss This ocoupled with the faet thut "black-outs” in
Folish towne were preciiced im the litercl ssmse of ox-
pression, mede driwving throughout the eitiee and towns a
preourious meiter, One hed to slov down to a speed of
about U or 4 miles an hour md fregquentily come to a atop,
due to loes ol beorings, I reeall that the night we
passed through Toernopol enroute from Krzemienieo to .eleszezyki
I had to walk shead of the oar with one hend on the rediator,
literally feelimg my way, end oslling: badk to
Mr, Charlee Lioszozynski ( s member of my staff) who was then
at the wheel. e progressed thus, for some G or 7 olly
blocks' distance, and until we recched e part of the town
where the buildings were sufficlently low to permit the
glow of the moon to light the street.

lio, 54 On the other hemnd, night driving
alon; the opsn road enteiled other difficulties. ury weather
had made the roads exceedingly dusty - o white pulverized dust
arose in the wake of eaeh ear like a thiek fog, snd fre=-
quently took from J to 4 minutes to settle sufficiently to
permit visibility. Horeover, the military authorities
chose the ocover of night to effect their major movements
of troops, supplies, and heavy guns, Hence, one fre=-
quently passed lengthy lines of troop-laden buses and
lorries, and columns of mechanized equipment, ineluding
artillery of varying oslibre, This, the laock of 1light,
the narrowness of the aversage road, eand the exasperating

dust contributed towards maldng the sutomobile driver's
position
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position an uncomfortable one,

He. 85 Uriving by doy elon: the open highe
ways, moreover, one frequently encountered o special set
of diffioulties. .8 & matter of fmot, desplte the afore-
oited discomforts entailled in niht-driving, I finally
came to the opinion thet es ageinst day-driving the former
was far safer,

Ho. 86 +fter the first few deys of hostilities
the Germon pilots discovered that, aside from anti-aircraft
measures ot \arsaw, several other important ecities, earma-
ments, comcunications, and other centers of wital military
interest, there was little if eny reslstance to fear. Hence,
those pllote soon became inmoreasin;ly daring in their
pgeneral operations, power-diving to surprisingly low alti-
tudes, and frequently "hawking' traffie clonz the hi hways.
The latter usually entalled machine-gunning.

ko, 87 The drivers and pessengers of automo=-
biles were usually prevented by the hum of the automobiles’
motors from deteoting the spproach ol a plane,

o, B8 we finelly developed & technique
elong the followin. lines: we left open the radio switeh,
for the approach of & plane usually registered s distinet
eliockin; noise, and we constantly kept an eye on peasants
workins in the fields. If we noted their fuces turned sky-
ward, we instantly made for the nesrest trees (if emy
were within a short distenoce = and if they were not, we
instently stopped the oar. le then simt off the motor,
opuned the doors of the ear, and ran for Lhe necrest cover.

If woods were at hand, so mueh the better, if not, we
sought
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sou ht the oulverts at either side of ths roed, lying face
up, to keep an eye on the pleme. If the plane went on,
we would immedistely shift backwards or forwards from our
positions in oase the pilot returmed with en ides of
maohine=gunning the spot whereat he had originally merked
us (this proved to be the practice of the pllots).

Lo. 09 nother moesure, but more extreme
in charveter, in event of emergency, was the following: if
one was suddenly [found to be the objeeiive of o plane oclose
overhead, and in the absence of nearby cover s the best
procedure in event of mschine-gunning, wus to atop and
stand absolutely straight; in event of a bombing, to drop
instently to the ground snd lie flat.

Ho. 90 Cereful study of mops md inquiries
as to the terrain slong the route preparatory to embarking
on day trips, noreover, were essentiel. Bombardment flights
usually ocourred at dawn; aguin sbout 11:00 ..M., end agein
batween 4 and 6 P.M. It was thorefore only prudent for one
to have in mind the probably necessity ol seeking shelter
(for one's mutomobile) just previous to or durin; these
periods,

lo. 91 Leaving Nulgozow we drove throughout
the night. In passing through various touns along the route,
I gave the Sterostas lists conteining the names of those
members of our lMission, who were driving sutomobiles, re=
questing thet, should they rum short on gasoline in those
vicinities, the Staroetae replenish their supply. .t the
sme time, I urged the Starostes to essist any other .merioans
who mi ht be in need of gusoline.

o, 92 dJeveral kilometers west of llodzimlersz,

and



and just as we were approashing & roilrosad erossin, , we
noted ahead of us an sutomoblle aecident. It turned out
to be a ocollision between & truck and e small sports model
rutomobile belonging to the offieer in charge of the French
imbassy's codes. While he had escaped injury, his wife
wos seriously sheken up, end had reosived a deep out on the
heed es well as e concussion., Uy ood fortune, Mrs, Kulske,
wife of the assistant counselor of the Polish Foreign Office,
(as Mr, end iirs, Kulski locked transportation, I had in-
vited them to accompany us from laleozow) proved herself an
expert at First Ald., By the side of the roed, with ordinary
needle end thread, she stitehed the head wound. (I recently
recoived a report that the young French woman rinally
reached 'umonie in sofety and woas well on the road to re=
covery.
September 7

Ho, 938 After refuelling in Fuck each car of
our _mbassy Croup in turn proceeded throush Dubno to
Krzemieniee, .t the outskirts of [ubne the car I was
driving was halted by militaery guerde. le stopped under
some itrees during; an serisl bombardment of the reilway
yords, not fer distent. I arrived at Krzemienieo at about
10:30 i.M. |Thursdey, September 7). Mr, Kulski (assistant
Counselor of the Forelign 0ffice, who together with his wife,
hed socompenied us from Nelgezow in one of uy two oars)
took charge of preliminary errengements towards setting wup
the Foreign Uffice and billeting the vurious Imbassies
end Legations, I suocceeded in behalf of the members of my

etaff in soquiring, in addition to severol rooms in e hotel,
a
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a smill house on the main strest. It was totally leoking
in furniture but lrs. biddle finully succeeded in obtein-
ing sufficient oots and bedding, consisting of heavy denim,
sown together, and filled with strow, to scommsodate those
of us who had errived at various times throuchout that day.
“@ took our merls in a smell restourant noross the street
for the first several deys of our stey in Krzemienleo.

lio, 94 I was informed by thu Foreign Office
that their reports indicated (a) the Polish forces were
experiencing: & major three-column attack: in the north one
oolumn wes headed for lersew; in the centrel region cmother
¢olumn wes hesded for arscw vis Cugstochowa; still cnother
column wee headed for Krakow frow the direction of  loveokia;
{b) Polish foroes in Fomorze comsisting of sbout 100,000
troops were threatened by pincer movement consisting of
columns from .ast Prussia snd from the direetion of
Czgstochowa; (o) that day wes considered oriticul concerning
sucoess or fellure of Uermen flenking ettacks vis-d-vis

HI'BOW,

Ho. 85 Ubservation during our lengthy motor
trek eastward had revesled that at the wvery ocutset of the
conflict, the first dey, the Cermen bombers enguged in a
series of elffective attecks on ell important railway jJunotions.
Shuttling: back and forth between Slovekis and Last Prussia
in three main broad bends of flight in the gemeral direction
respeetively, Bialystok-Lwow in the Lest, Wfews=Jaraslaw
in the oemgral purt, and Gdynie-Katowice in the west, these
bombers hed sucoeeded in putting most of the mein reilweys

Junetions
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Juncetiona out of business in short order. To thig perhops to
more than any other frotor was attributable the disruption
of the trunsportation of reserve forees, which in turn
coused the fuilure to complete mobilitzation,

lio, 96 By this time, roreover, I was aware
(¢) of the effectiveness of the Uermen mechenized thrusts
under cover of the withering effect of ufricientlr coordi-
nated mericl bomdb and machine-gun barregcesy (b) the Cerman:
mechanized columns were breaking throu h wherever possible
and pressing: forward in swift long-distence thrusts, fre-
guently lesving the opposin; divisions behind to Tight
it out; (e) of the mastery of the German sir foroe. It
was estimated by offieial cireles at this point thut the
Jermsns were employing between 85 peroent and 90 percent
of their firet line forece, It was found necessary by the
Polish ocommand to limit the main part of the Polish eir
foree to collsboration with the troops in the line, thus
leavin: but fev plenes to cumbat effective efforts of the
German bombers to disrupt communications to eripple in=-
dustrial operations and to render general confusion,

lio, 87 #fter the close of the Polish-Oerman
conflict and in conversation with newly appointed FPrime
Minisier of the rolish Covernment, Genersl Sikorski; he
imparted to me in strictest confidence the following: Un
Hovember 11, General George, Chief of Staff of the French
army, had told him thet on the seventh day of the war,
the French lii. h Commund urged the French overnment to
permit the French army to mareh on Germany, pointing out
thet there were less than 20 Germen divisions vis-levis
the lMa inot line, whereas Frinoce at thet time hed about 46

divisions

* General von Reichnau directed part of his uampaign by
radio while flying over the battlefield - first time
in history an aeroplane has thus been used.
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divisions prepered for setion. lNoreover, the ilipgh
Coumand felt that an opportunity which would not again
present i.self, was at hand. The French Uovernment howe
ever refused this suggestion. .ssuming this disoclosure
to be exaet, I should attribute the 'rench Government's
refusal to reasons confidentially eited by the I'irst Lord
of the oritish .dmirelty in his aforeeited conversation
with Polish umbessedor te London, Count iueyzyniski on septembe
ord. In other words I am inclined to believe theat the
hesitaney on the part both of the ¥rench and . ritish Cove
ernments to permit their military forces to launch en
attack ngeinst Germeny was primarily due to their desire
first to gain equality 1if not superiority in terms of air
silrength.

No. 98 lurins a subsequent visit at the
Forelgn Office I was informed (a) that the Prime Minister
was estrblishing his headquarters at Juok, (b) that
President loscieki was estublishing his headquarters in
three different loocations within the dietriet between
Krzemieniee, the iresident's headquarters, snd Yuok,

Ho, 99 UWhile I found thet proper communice-
tions frou Krzemieniee had not yet been established, »
spokesmun of the Foreign Office expressed his hope of
placing at our disposcl in the near future, short weve
sendin; feeilities. Ve were meanwhile experiencin; diffi-
culties in receivin: and sending cormunications.

Bo. 100 Under the extrsordinery circumstances
preveliling and as I waes awcre that the .merioan Fress

eorrespondents
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gorrespondents looked means ol communication vith the out=
side, I oabled our Minister, Mr. Gunther, in Imcharest
askin: him to notify the respective agencies thut the fol=-
lovins ocorrespondents could be contacted if sddressed cure
of our .mbassy. Mr, Petersen, .ssooiated I'ress, Nr. lalker,
New York iereld Tribune, Mr. Neville, Time Magazine,

Mr. Small, Chicego ‘ribume, ir, Szapiro, le: York Tiges.

0. 101 Heving expected Mr, Harrison, _econd
seorelary of _mbassy at Lalgozmow pursuent to my telephone
instruotions of ceptember 6, to join us there thot day, and
havin: had no informetion as to his wlhereabouts since that
telephone c¢all, I bLecunso soncerned regurding his welfare.
ooordingly, I aiked the Jtarosta of Krzemieniec to tole=-
phone other Utarostes elong .he lime for nous of lr. Harrison.
The Starosta subsequently reported mo information aviilable.
The first news I learned of him wes from sn .merican news-
peper correspondent uho arrived in Krzemieniee, e had
seen lr, Harrison leeving  &rsaw in his car on September &
with a Polish friend and much luggege. 1 was relieved when
Mr. Herrison finelly errived in Krzemienieec on september 9.
It seemed that his delay in arriving at Krzemienieo was
due to his havin: conducted some FPolish friends to their
gountry place in the ares north east of Lublinm.

September 8
No. 102 Hews reechimg the Polish Foreign
uft{uu from G.Heys during the course of september 8 oon=-
tinued to indieate an unfavorable turn for the Folish
forces., It uworeover beguue clpar that the preliminery

ob jectives
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objective envisaged in the r:pid eastward advunea ol the
germen troops in south Folsnd, wes the oapture of Lwow.
In that a ermsn seizure of Lwow might conceivably have
presaged o further Germun advanee toward the '‘ussian frontier,
o poesibility which might hawe spelled e severance of our
conneotions with /umsnis, I decided (much ageinst thelir
personcl desires in the metter, for they wanted to stay
end render acll possible sssistence snd cooperation) to send
lies lioguatters, iiss /iillery, liss Finurd, and Mies Sounders,
as woll es lrs. federsen (the wife of lr, Caerl ledersen,
our Chief Clerk) to mmrnis at the earliest possible moment.
Conourrent with my deeoision on this sgore the Foreign Offioce
mede an ingquiry #s to Lhe number of liters of gasoline
which eech mission mipght require, in event it beoume sud-
denly neg¢essary %o ovoocuale Krzemienleec, with & wview to
proceeding thence for o distence of about 200 kilometers to
a then unidentified destination., ( hile at that moment the
Forelign Office declined to diselose officielly the intended
direetion, I wns reacsonably sure they had in mind some
point on the Folish side of Lhe Poli:he-Rumenien border).

lio., 103 On the first day of arrival =at
Krzemieniec one of th: loeal Ukranian leaders imparted to
me that he concurred with the loeal belief thuet there was
o seoret agreement between the Jermans end the ussians
to refrein from vombarding the eres lying within 60
kilometers of the Polish=- ussian frontier,

o, 104 Cabled Lepertment to the following
effeot: seriol vombardmente by CGermen edr foree imcludes,

roilways



rallways (frequently endangerin; trains of refugees and
wounded); fuotories engeged in war production (endangering
surroundin: communities) bridges (endengering public in
transit and people living near bridge-heads) and moreover,
all places resemblin; sirporte, troop centers, and barracks
{as militaury system ent.ils billeting troops in eivilian
communities, there is scareely any village, town or eity
not billeting et least some troops.

lio. 10 I went on to point out that while
they were ostensibly giving the sppearsnee of adhering to
the principle of limiting serisl bombings to objeotives
of military bearing, the Cerman plenes, in my opinion, were
straining the point, and teking sdventoge of every oppor-
tunity irrespeective of danger to the eiviliun population.
It was moreover, evident that the crewe of the GCerman
bombers released their bombs even when in doubt as con-
cerned the identity or the objeotives.

By wey of illustrating this point, I oited the
follovin  cases; 1/ bombardment of & sanitorium im the
woods neerby Otwoek; ten eiildren livin_ there were killed;
2/ bombardment of modern flats one kilometer from barracks
on ersaw outskirts; 3/ bombardment of hospital truin
(elearly murxed with Red Cross on roof) standing elongside
of uncovered .arsaw last Jtetion, and during the process
of unloading wounde: §gldiers. This end the demolitiom of
a girl guide hut (12 girls killed) resulted from the heavy
bombardment of the Last Utation 4/ bombardment of & refugee
train bound eastward from Kutno,

sZeptember 9

lo. 104 shortly before 9:00 ..., on the

morning
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morning of September 9, I sent e de untters, Mies Jsunders,
Miss lilllery, Mise Pinerd of my steff, in my Ford stution
wagon, and !rs, Pedersen in the oar of anddriven by her
husbend, to Jniatyn, a Pollsh-iumonisn border town, where,
thanks to the friendly assistance of one I, ~gerton _ykes
eotingin behal. of the 'ritish .mbassy in oland, they were
enabled to acjuire suffieient gasoline to enable my car and
thet of ur, Pedersen of my steff to return to kKrzemieniec,

ae well es to prooure tronsportation from the wmanisn

border to Cemmauti,

Ho, 105 Shortly after my arrivel in Paris,
in lete Leptewber Folish .mbessador to Frenee, Lukssiewlosz,
imparted in effect the following: Lither on ‘eptember 9 or
10, (he was & little vague as to the cxaot date] he was
token a=back when General Burekhard-iukeeki (Folish General
Staff Offieer attuched to the French General . taff) told
him thet General Germelin hed emphasized his opinicn thet
the Folish armies should withdrew to = position in @ utheast
Polend behind o contraoted line somewhet deseribed by a
line drewn from the southwest corner of the Pinsi mershes,
to the western junetion of the Polish-itlumenisn border.

o, 106 The mbassedor's immedinte resetion
to the foregoing wes unfevorsble., 7o him it indicated thet
Folend could count on little if eny effective help from
Fronce, loreover, he pletured thut a move of this chersoter
might oonceivably lead (@) to & Hussisn sdvence through
the Vilno area, and (b) to &« grim outeome for the Folish
foroes, under continued and probebly redoubled ferocity

of German aerisl stteocks, if the former were concentrated
in



in o controetod area., The mbsssador thereupon wrote,

in hie own hendwriting, = report on his eforecited resctions,
requesting Gemeral surekhard=jucecki to transmlt it to
Gemeral Gamelin, (This hed teken plece durln; the night

of Paris' first alurm).

Ilo 7 s of eonnocted benrin; both on
Gopernl Gamelin's cforenentionod remargs und
mbassador Lukesiewlez's subsequent recetions thereto,
the .mbassador told me thet in reflecting om the full
impliocations of Genersl Camelin's reumsriks, he oellsd to
mind the following: In the first holfl of .ugnst during &
meeting between sritish and sremech representstives with
soviet Commisser for Foredgn .ffeirs .. Holoteff, in
Mosoow, . Joloteff had bluntly rasaried that on eghee-
ment between the estern powers and iussia could be
pruoctical only if Pritein snd Irence gould persuade Folond
to permit ‘ussien troops to enter Poelend vie the Vilno
snd east Galiclen eress at eny time thet tho fussians
deemed suoh aotion necessnry.

Ho, 108 The iritish end Frenci representas
tives had replied thet this was a metter whioch l. Lolotofl
should tske up direetly with Folend.

lie. 109 In response, l. Lolotofl said thut
iussie hed only non-aggression and commereisl ngreemant s
with Poland end that sinoe Urituim wnd rrince were rolmd's
sllies, they were the proper psrties to put the gquestion
to Foluand.

No. 110 French Minister for roreign .ffalrs,

“, jonnet, had later sounded out  mbussador Lukesiewlos
on
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on the sbove socore. In response the mbessador had remarked
to linister Uonnet thot the lutter was unguesticnobly esware
of the mswer before putting the question, !loreover, the
mbassador hed pointed out his opinion that .. lolotoff's
remuris nlong the above limes represented merely s tuoticsl
pluy. Indeed, while on the one hand, K. Lclotoff was
undoubtedly pluying for time, on the other hand, he had
deliberutely posed the one question whioh mizht couse
tension butween the  estern bovers, und rolend, The ‘mbassos
dor hed added, moreover, thet he would therefore prefer to
consider thet t e guestion had not been brosched by :inintér
bonnet - and emphasized that if irunce presced the guestion
formelly, 1t would be & mistuke, for such setion might

lead to en "ell round” sericus olsunderstending.

Lo. 111 The .mbussador wemnt on to scy to me
that about the same time, linister Beek had roplied nlong
slmiler lines to Lritish  mbassador to Poland, Sir Williem
Hoverd Lennord's soundings on the above score. mbassador
Lukasiewioz then told me thet followin: these unfruitful
soundings on the part of Minister Lonnet and .mbsssador Kennerd,
he personally geined the impression thet the bBritish and
French representatives in llosgow resorted to stalling the
issue in their further oonversations with the Soviet suthoe
rities.

No. 112 In ooncluding his remariks
imbassador Lukasiewioz told me thet asbout the 19 or 20 of
-ugust, Minister Honnet in conversation with him evinoed
considerable optimism over the prospeet of coming to =

deal with loseow. The .mbassador had replied frankly that
while
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while the representetive then negotisting in Vronce's
behalf wes no doubt o militery expert of hipgh stending,
nevertheless, the .mbassador felt it would be difficult
for the Frenecl representative to gran a elear insight as
to whot was in the baek of the .wesisons' mind, in that the
Frenoh representative wes not familier with the Lussien
lan uege, and had been in !‘oscow but & short time,
O . +t & later dete, MHinister Bonnet
hed ndrdtted to .mbussador Lukasiewioz that he hed bvean
right as to his recotion on tids score,
september 10
Lo, ui 1l walked to the heighth of the
mountein adjoecent to and overlooking the town of Krzemienieeo.
From thet peint 1 peered dovm end studied the effect of
the refleotion of the sunlight both on the nickel trime
mings end the shiny roofs of cars of our Lmbussy group.
1 had in mind thet the perkin: of sutomobiles in & group
served sccording to our experience, to invite the sttention
of paessing Germen pilots, I thersupon decided that, in
the interest of proteoting our motor wvehicles, 1t was
essentiol to construct & shed to shelter them from the sight
of paasing Germen pllots. Hence, 1 ardered the construetion
of a lean=to shed for our mutomobiles. loreover, I re=-
guested as a further precautionery measure, thot the
niockel trimmings on all of our ears be painted o dull
gray. (oesides, my chuuffeur and I together did & quiek,
if not ertistie job, in giving one eoat of dark gray puint
to my yellow eadillee, I subseguently threw seversl buckets
of dust on the paint before it dried. The resull proved
an excellent form of oumouflage.) Contrary to the counsel
of & number of my colleegues, end their chauffeurs, I
painted



puinted the roof so es to leeve o yellow U.ie.. rhey held
it would only drew attention from the BkY.

o, 115 Lunched quietly im the boeck room of
n small restaurant at the north end of the village, with
doviet .mbassador Charsmov, irs. Charanov, their small son,
tnd LUsughter, their uilitery atteché, and stonien liinister,
“ereus. In the course of conversation the militery attacfe
remarked thet he had just tolked by telephone to the Loviet
Consul ot Lwow, who said the bembardment, empecinlly of
the railwey station and yords, was becoming steadily more
intensive. lioreover, the German southern forces were cde
venein; repidly towards the City from the west. The
-nbassador then mentioned the lurge scale mobilization
which was eurrently tekin: place in Joviet fussia., In
response to my question as to whether the mouilizeation
wes attributable to Moscow's anxiety lest, 1f the thmust
of the German scuthern forees towards Lwow sucoeeded, the
Germens migcht deolere Lwow the Capitol of an independent
Ukrania state under Germsn suspices, the .mbassador merely
smiled, end shifted the trend of conversation. |hen
Vinister llarous hed departed, however, .mbassador Cheranov
referred to my question, stating thet, "strietly off the
record” end quite unoffieielly spesidng, I hed probably
hit the nail on the head. lowever, he was lackin: in suf-
Tficlent information to be elesr on the si tuation. .ither
his Govermment had not communiceted with him or what
communicotions they had sent hed feiled to reseh him, He
would therefore ask Minister Beok the next morning for

permission
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peruission to go to the town on the fussien side of the
frontier, in order to telephone his Government, In response
to my question as to whether he belisved his country, in
viev of its own oll requiroment for its agricul tural
structure bused upon sbout 654 to 704 motorization, ond
now for tuls reported sugmentstion of nubilized foroes,
oould arford to satisfy Cormeny's oil requiremsnts, the
<mbassador atuted his bellef that Cermany would suffer n
great disappointment., His own oountry's oil requiremsnts
would inerecse rapidly in proportion to the increase in
mobilization. In concluding our sonversstion he infermad
me th t many of my colleagues had requested Lim to ;rant
thom snd their mapeotive staffs visss for Loviet fussia
in csse the Government end Udplomatic Uorps were out off
from jumenia, This was sonother matter regording which he
wented to disouss with nis Government by telephona,

lio., 116 doon after my arrivel in Parie in
late _eptember Polish mbassador to Frunce Lukasiewioz told
me in elffect the following: He had requested General
Burekhard-pukeecki ( just arrived in France to consult with
French Uemernl Staff) to inform the Frenmech General Staff
that if Britein end Frenoe did not et an @arly hour lend
Ffolend some essistance in terms either of ground or serial
diversion cotivities vis-h-vis Germany, the Folish wilitary
sltuation mi ht be expected to disintesrate rupidly.

loregver, .mbrssador Lukesiewlez asked Jeneral Burckhnrd-bukacki

to wurn the French Gemersl Staff that 17 they did not

quickly lend aid slong the foregoing lines, they must be=-

ware of jussie's eventual entrance into the confliect, Im
this
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this conneotion, .mbesscdor Lukasievloz pointed out that
Russie would be wotiveted (a) by e desire to relieve
Germeny of the epprehenclion end necessity of Tighting on
two effeotive fronts and thus pive Germany & free hand to
turn sgeinst the west, and (b) by o determination to pre=-
vent the possibility of Lwow's being ceptured by the
Germans and degluraed the ceplital of a Ukreainien stote
under Uermean suspices, and (e) by u deaire to gain sufli-
olent part of Foland for herself to improve strategioelly
her then currently vulnerable western frontier,

lo 7 conomic Counselor of the Foreign
Urfice, lir, Jan rszeleckl, came by cur embesay in a
droshky mocompunied by three other members of the Foreign
Offioce., They were a pauthetic sight. Thelr lups were
plled with suiteases; thelr feoces looked haggard and worn.
They had just errived from the rellway station about five
kilometers distent. [heir arrivel in Krzemienie¢ proved
B weleoome sight, for we were aware thet the train, of whie
dr. Wwrszlacki and Count Potulicki (assceiste counselor
of the Foreign Uffice) had been in charge, had left .arsaw
five days before with the wvives snd children of the offici
tnd the steff, as well &s @ number of junior officers of
the Foreign Office, lie were aware, moreover, that while
this journey would have taken no more than over night unde
normal conditioms, 1t had taken more than four days under
the current eiroumstances,

Ho, 118 During the trein's journey reports
reached Krzemieniee from time to time, indlcating that
it had freguently been forced to change its routing beoaus

0!
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of repeated bombardments from the esir, Thie lead to 1tas
being referred to as the "Phemtom Train", Jr. rszleeki
subsequently told me that the treia, corryin: nbout a
thousend passengers, had suffured seriul bomb:rdments
seventy-two times. lnroute he and Count rotulickil had
adopted and sucoessfully developed & system of protecting
the passengere from the air raids. The plunes begun by
releasin; bombs direetly at the truin fortunately missing
though narrowly in eaoh case. A&t o signnl either from
Mr, 'rezlacki or Count Potulicki the locomotive en inver
would stop the train., .11 passengers who could, instmtly
left the irain, runnin; for the nearest voods at the side
of the trreks. Those vho failed to rcach the door of the
ears before the return of the plunes, to machine gun the
passengaers fell flot on thelr feees on the floor of the
steel caors, llorcover, before the plenes returned followe
ing the bombing, to carry out their mechine .unning, the
locomotive engineer usually reversed the trcin some dis-
tance in order to prevent the pilots from marking the place,
at which the train refugees had sought cover in the woods.
Mr. rszleeki hsd the highest praise for the engineer's
intelligence es well as coursge. le s=id thet on almost all
occasions when the engineer had thus shifted the train's
position, the returning bombers had blindly machine-gunned
the woode direotly opposite the truoin's new posdl tion, think-
inz the passengers hod sought shelter there. Despite
seventy-tvwo aerial bomb:rdments orf this charsoter, there
were no casualties among the passengers = though there had
been many “close shaves®”, The German sir foroo's continuous
knowledge



knowledge as to the whereabouts of this trein is an out=-
8tonding exrmple of the efficiency of the Jermen eapilonage
astivities in Foland,
Zeptember 11

o lly Minister Leeck arrived inm the wmorning.
He informed me that tecompanied by several eéxperienced
members of his staff he had for the past four deys been
mainteining a mobile position, in order to coordinate
operations of the Foreign Uffioce with those of the other
inistries as well as the High Commend, The Anister went
on to say with emphasis that until Jeptember 9 the sermm s
had given at lesst © semblance of adherance to Germmy's
fgresnent of Leptember 2 with Poland (to limit aerisl
bombardments to military objectives). Since then, however,
the activities of the Jerman airforoe had in his end his
associotes" opinion been cherneterized by "methodical bome
bardment of cpen towns". The iinister by way of illustra-
tion then cited (a) bombardment both of the Transfigzuration
and iYsudski hospitals, the swuser theanter and eivilian
dwellings in Sienna street, all in the center of Karsaw}
(b) what had smounted to the demolition or dledles (a
communicution center), ani (e) the destructive bLombard-
ment of Lamoso, whieh he sumphasized possessed no military
interest whatsoever; (d) intensive bombing of Brszese on
Jeptember 9 when five heavy bombs evidently aimed at the
railwiy station, missed their mark, lending one kilometer
distent in the center of the elvilian eommunity rendering
& number of casuaslties and considerable property dumege.

lle md his nssocietes had been eye=witnesses on this
oooasion
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occasion end had norrowly escoped with their ives,

No. 120 Just outside the Foreign Office 1
wos heiled by -oviet .mbassador chersnov, who told me he
hed juat telked with Minister Beck. The linister had grented
him permisseion to oross the frontier to telephone his
Government. He bade me adieu and walked to his house
.bout an hour later the .rezilian Minister told me he had
seen .mbassador end lirs, Charanov, accompsnied by their two
ohildren and military attuché leaving Krzemieniee in their
large sutomobile, The !linister added that he failled to see
why the /mbassador's desire to telephone fram a point only
about 26 kilometers distent necessitated piling at least
five bags on the roof end 4 or § others on the side of
the gar. . vents proved my Brazilisn colleague's skeptieism,
as to the mbassador's intensions, to have been correat.
This wus the last we saw of .mbassador Charanove.

No. 121 Generel Corton de 1ort, V.C.,

Chief of sritish idlitery iission, imperted his opinion
based on recent observetion that the Folish soldier, in
cetion in direet contuct with his Germsn edversary, was
worth four German soldiers.

Ho, 122 Hed picnic lunch at top of mountain
overlooking Krzemieniec, with :-ritish end French .mbassadors.
.@ reviewed events current and of recent past.

Ho. 123 puring the might of Jeptember 1l -
12, Count Micheel Potullcki, officer on duty during the
night at the Foreign Office, received un urgent Wephone
call from the F...T. Office (Folish Telegraph agemey) in

Lwow,



Result of a bombardment on outskirts of Warsaw

previous to September 5th. [

Mountain overlooking Krzemieniec, and opposite American Embassy.

Bombers flew in, and commenced releasing bombs as they swung

into the main street, on which Embassy was located,



Lwow, stating thet two columne of tamks were hecded from
the direotion of sanbor; one towsrds fuck, aiming to out
off the Government from the south, the other towerds
farnapol, and thet both columns were skirting Jwow.
Count lotulicki was also told t at the F..i.T. agenoy
had received orders to evacuate Lwow for Juck, as had
the staff of the Lvow ladio Uroadousting statliom.
Count rotulicki sent a meassage %o iinister Heck apprising
him of this conversation. 5 a result linlster e¢k gave
orders to mobilize all Covernment offielals for & conference
in the morning.

september 12

Ko, 124 (n the worning of Jeptember 12, at
about 10:50 ..M. Krzemienlee, a defenseless, open villege,
suffered & sever bomberdment, lmmediately following which
I ocabled the Depuartment & full report.

le, 120 The little restaurant where I lunched
on .eptember 10 with Soviet .mbussador Charanov was blown
and burned to bits.

Ho. 126 In brief, o flight of four Cermun
bowbers suddenly swooped down on our section of the village.
The; commenced to release their bombs at the edge of the
town and at a short distance just opposite to the Hritish
and werioan  mboassies located on the maln street. .
they swung into line with the main street they continued
to release their bombs, Thenoe they followed the main
street to the crowded market place vhieh they swept W th
& spray of maohine gun bullets,

Ho. 127 Three more plemes flew low over the
village from smother dirvetion releasing Loms within even

closer
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eloser proximity of the other foreign mbuesies and
Legations as well a: the Foreign Uffioce,

Lo, 128 Upon verifyin; the onsunlties 1
found they included 16 eciviliens killed, 40 seriously in-
Jured, and meny sli htly injured. UDesides oconsiderable
deamoge to business and residentisl property resulted,
loreover, the population wes terrorized by the suddeness
ond viciousness of the reid., The oftermath was a pathetio
scene; burnin;: housea, loccl inheblt:nts rushing hither
wnd thither in meaningless fashionj unfortunstes bewaniling
the loss or injury of thelr dear ones, amall groups silently
and grimly carryin; off severel fatelly shot women and
children; many run-away horses drogging thelr rettling
peasant carts efter them, and upsetting everythin, before
them = in genersl a scene of paenie. .lmost all merchants
end restourant-keepers rushed into the hills, locking
their pleees of business behind them. This foreed our
.mbassy group thenceforth to tuke our meals in the cellar
of the University whiech housed the Foreign Office, and where
a resteurent hsed been provided for the offiocials md staffl
of the Foreign Office. The firee csused by the incendiary
bombs were diffioult to extinguish, in that the water supply
of the village depended upon & primitive system: rilling
berrels with water from the nearby river, hauling them up
to one's house, and emptying the barreles into the house
tank, uater thus delivered cost 80 groscher per barrel.
lience, in several parts of the village vhole sections of
houscs went up in amoke.

Lo, 129 dhortly after my arrivel at Krzemieniee
I
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The market place - wictima of senal machiae-guaning.

A scene on the main street ool far distant [rom the Amerncan Embasy -

alter the bombardment,

\# F‘|.m|1:u hre-| E.hlm; Apparaius =
er ‘had 1o be camied from the neatby iver ia bamels and hand- ;Hm.n-:d-.
The |I1|:EI:I'I‘.I..|II}' bﬁﬂhll &'nppud hy the German
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I looked arcund for some pleoce which mi ht serve as an air
reid shelter in oase of en attuek. 1 concluded that the
best plaee for the members of my staff and my fasdly, wae
& narrov gjulley, about 18 feet in depth, direetly opposite
and sbout 500 feet from our lmbassy. .t the outset of the
raid which aetually took place, and recognizing the femiliar
drone of the bombers, I called to members of my staff md
family whe were in and around the :mbassy at the time to
make for the aforementioned gulley. On the way across the
main street, Mrs. Uiddle, suddenly experienced a resenti-
ment, she sald she instinetively felt the gulley was a
dangerous plece. .8 the explosions were repidly coming
nearer = not only could we hear the whistle of the bombs
on their downward course then, from whot seemed almost
overhead, but olso could we see the shell fragments md
ploces of c¢luy, kicked up by the explosions, pussing over-
head snd eround us = & quick decision was essenticl., Ve
reversed our course, and stepped in behind the back well
of the Uritish mbassy., .is matters turned out lrs, Uiddle's
presontiment proved o fortunate ome, in that three bombs
exploded in the julley I had previously chosen as & shelter.
Lo, 130 shortly after the bomberdment, one
of my colleagues, came to see me. Thouch calm, he expressed
his annoyance over the Government's failure to provide the
Diplometic Corps (a) with some measures of air-reid pro=-
teotion and (b) with adequate police proteotion from what
he had been led to apprehend misht possibly develope into
&n uprising egeinst both the Uiplematic Corps and the
Foreign Office on the part of some of the more restive
alements



elemsnts amon st the civiliun populution. It wes evident,
he thought, thet part of the Germen Plan of stteek, envisaged
diseroditing the PFolish Govermment in the eyes of the
Uiplomatie Corps by so harressing the Government as to ocucuse
1t %o overlook providin: proteetive measures for the ao=-
eredited missions, It was not inconceivable, he moreover
thought, that enticipating the Government's oversight on
this score, as a result of genersl confusion, the German
plen might aim at driving the Diplowniic Corps out of the
country. He concluded by statin;: he felt econfident that in
view of prevailin: ecircunstances his own iovernment would
sympathetically regard o rocommmendation, should he make
one, thut he and his staff leave Polund at the earliest
moment. In response, I said the paoe of the conflict was
unpregedented in tempo and that, siven several days where=-
in to "dig in” in 1ts new quarters and reconsclidete ite
position, the Government might possibly smeliorate gone
ditions for the Foreign Mimskems. lesnwhile s I believed
the best thing he could do, wes to kKeep his "ehin wup”, and
make the best of & situation which w. s nmo more Pleesant for
the Government than for the members of the aocredited
Yoreign lissions. This, I eadded, was a time when only
the primitiive faectors of life counted =- everyone had to
shift for oncs' self - and if one wished sn air ruid shelter,
one ought to get out and dig one; moreover, as regards the
restive elements among the local population, I too we:
aware ol their mountin: recalitrance tovwirds the presenoce
of the Liplomatic Corps ne well as the Foreign Office in
their



their villsge, im that, they since the morning's bomburd-
ment re.arded the combined presenee of the Fereign Office
and the foreign lissions es having brought on the bombard-
ments, The best measures I could conceive et the moment of
meeting difficulties with these elements, was to walk in
the middle of the struet, especielly after derk, and prdre
ably not alone. I concluded by stating thot es far as our
\mbassy was concerned, we vere goin: to "slt tight" and
stiok with the Government oither in Xrzemieniee, or my
other plage to whieh they mi ht possibly have to go. hen
1 next encountered my same colleague several hours later,
he said he had thought it cll over earefully, and was go-
ing to remain at the Government's side, no matter what the
circumstances, and he did.

heo, 131 lioreover, three others of my collesgues
come to .me towards the close of the alternoon and stated
that the neutral mission chiefs were comsiderin: requesting
either the Italian .mbassador or myeelf to urge in their
behalf that the Diplomatie Corpe be sent immedi tely to
some point either on the Folish or (umanim side of the
Polish=itumenien frontier in order to be out of the theatre
of meriel boubardments end threactened thrusts. In reply
I staeted that our Lmbessy would remain with the Govermment,
but that I believed that already there had been some talk
emonget Polish offieial eircles as to the possibility of
movin; further south.

lo, 132 By this time I became worried over
the conditiom of Mr. surke Klbriok's (third seeretary) health.

purin; the lengthy dusty run from Naleezow to Krzemienieo
he
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had contreeted a bad throat. liov 1t had developed into an
eboess, and he was ruanning & hi l tempersture, .s he in=
siasted upon bein; on the jJob deay and ni ht I had a diffiouls
time persuading him to remein in bed even for o part of

one day. Despite the doctor's energetic efforts, the

throat went from bad to worse, .8 & lon; motor ride to

the umenien border wight prove dengerous for him in hie
weakened condition I hesitated to send him to Ducharest for
treatment, liie untiring energy, moreover, und consclentious
end dependable application to his work - he was alwaye on
the job inspite of his temperaiure and painful throat -
gained my high respect and esteem.

Ho. 133 .bout noon that same day, the Iapal
liunecioc empheasiged his desire thet I ottend a conference of
neuirel mission ohiefs wihich he intended culling at 4:00 FP.il,
He stuted his purpose was to aoquire the ccnsent of the
conference toc address & gollective protest to some leading
world stoetesmen, and asked me whether 1 would personslly
approve his sugsestion that the protest be eddressed to his
iloliness the rope. I expressed my approvel, emphasizing
thoet in joinin. such a protest, I should wont 1t understood
thut there wes no politicsl significance attached to the
protest and that I would do &0 merely as an o“uun ob=-
server of vhet had taken plece and con hunanitarian grounds,.
He expressed his appreciation of my attltude. I then con=-
sented to his request thet he snnounce to the meeting my
personal approval of his proposal on the foregoin; grounds.

Lo, 154 The lluneio thereupon chose as our

meetin plece, & smell grandstend at one end of o gports
rield
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field, olose by the Forelgm Office, and st the edue of =
series of freshly du; but still uncomplete trenches. Twice
during the conference we were drivenm into these trenches
by two separete fli hts of Ceruwun plunes at exceptionelly
low altiiudes over the towm, Un these oconsions, however,
the plenes refrained from releasing boubs, and 1t was be-
lieved they hed returned for purposes of reconnaissance,
o, 136 When the Nuncio announced the purpose
of thoe meeting, steting et the same time, my approvel on
the besis afore-deseribed, the Turkish  mbessador declared
his support thereof. Thereupon in turn, the Itelian
imbassador, the dpanish, the Swiss and Dulpariun Ministers
csrose, and in most emphetic terms, stated their refusal
to become & part to such u protest. They easech pointed out
that, in view of the delicuate politonl situation prevaliling
in Cemtrel iurope, they did not wish to go on record as
having taken aetion wideh mi; ht conceivably be subsequently
interpreted us as eritiecism of German military tcoties. The
Nunclo, the Turkish .mbessador, md I thercupon re-emphasized
the feet that the Hunelo's proposel was devoid of political
si;nificance end was based upon & purely humoniterisn stand-
polnt, and enteiled merely our obssrvations as individusls
wWho hed been the eye=-wiinesses of an serial bombardment of
Gn open town. Nevertheless, our aforementioned collengues
refused to waver from their respeciive stands. The Hunoio
thereupon proposed, and it wes unanimously agreed, that he
make a roocord, merely of the faot that the conferonocs had
token place; and thet eaoch neutral Misslon (hief present
hed steted his intention to transmit his observetions to
hie



his respeotive povernment. ‘hereupon, the conference
ended.

No. 156 The Nuncio subsequently mede th
sforementioned record, hendin; it to Cerdinal Hlond (t
just arrived in krzemioniee) with the request thet he
trans:dt it personally to is loliness the rope.

lio. 187 in loter conversation with the
gerdinel, he expressed to me nie disgust with the brut
and ruthlessness of sermen aerial teotics throu hout 1
interior of Polend, (I consider Cerdinel Hilond & man
outstonding courcge and intelligence; he 1s falr and |,
{n hie opinions, end not given to exeggeration).

lo, 139 Gardinel Hfond end Mr. lbrieck
route to Krzemieniee had had Lo leave their cars and |
shelter from an eir bombardment in the some woods.

No, 1359 .pbout 10:00 o'elock thet night
Major Colbern, our l1litary atteché, errived in Krzem
by sutomobile from arnapol where he had been consult
with the Ceneral steff, in whieh area he had been obD8
militery aetivities,  nroute from lasrnapol, he had ¢
o short out which had led him through back country.
hed observed evidences of regaleltrence on the pert o
the Ukrainisn population elon; the way. .8 & matter
fasot, he oame to & stop at & eross-road in order %o 1
the sl ns for it was after dark. suddenly he became
that he was surrounded by 7 or 8 Ukreinian peasents °
sppenred to be closing in on him. 7The spokesmen for
group blumtily declored that they intended to have hi
automouile, and ordered him snd his chauffeur out of

o
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oar. Reslizing his predicament, he whipped out his revol
warnin;: them thet he would shoot the first one to touch h
ear, iHe then bLade his ohauffeur to o on, leavin; the
group behind without further incident, The linjor cited
this incident as a warning; to us and the members of my
stuff, should we be forced to take the saue road in event
we evaouated from Krzemienieo.

lio. 140 purings this conference with
Jajor volbern we coupnred notes ee to our respeciive ob-
servetions and reports wo had received regarding the
theater of military operations., Immediuately subsequent
to the serial bombardment I discerned thut the local popu
lation turned bitterly agerinet the diplomaiiec corps as
well as the Foreign Uffice, im the belief that thelr pres
ence in the town wes a denger., Ais & matter of fact, seve
officials in the Foreign Office imparted to me their con-
gern over the rapidly mounting reccleitrence of the local
population, Moreover, the starosts, commencing that day,
declared o nightly ourfew between 9:00 F.ll. and 4:00 ..M.
In order to poliee this ourfew, the Starosta armed & numb
of the looal youths with old fashioned rifles. Most of
them I feel confident hod never had a gun in their hands
before. This sotion alarmed several of my colleagues to
such en extent thet they protested vigorously to the
Foreign office, but without avail. The only practical
steps I ocould take to imsure the safety of ny staff wis t
obtain speeiel cards of identity for them which might ser

to pass them by the guards at night. Lven at that, howev
th
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situation wus difficult, in that & number of these armed
youths eould not read. Moreover, when one turned on one's
fleshlight to show his card of identity, these youths
usuelly forbade the 11 :ht, (unless the bulb had previously
been rubbed with oerbon paper and thus dulled the light
to such extent as to render it useless for reading).
september 12 = 13

lo, 141 4% mide=night, M. cequin, Counselor
of the Frenecii mbasey, rushed into the officer of the night
at the loreign Office, and informed him that an officer
of the I'rench Militery Mission hed just reported thet a
mechanized colwmn consisting of tanks nd motorized in-
fantry wae repidly advencing in the direetiom of Krzemienieo,

Lo, 142 <hortly after my arrivel in Paris,
in late September, Polish  mbessador to Fronoe, Lukasiewlosz,
told me thet pursuant to ..inister teck's instructions, he
had h&r‘hnd in effect the following to lionsisur Leger,
pernanont Undersecretary of thaesguai d'Ursay on September 12
at about 10:30 P.i. He said r.ll:.tat Minister Beck had pro=
posed eny ome of the followin; courses in order to permit
the Polish army a sufficient breathing spell to reconsoli-
datej; (a) a ground attack, or (b) at least a feint in
terms of preparation for a gound attack of sufficient
magnitude to divert Germeny's attention, and (e¢) an air
attaok over military objeetives in the interior of Cermany,
1/ to impress the German population with the raet that
Germany wus at war with France and Britain (meny Cerman
prisoners taken in Polend up to md inoluding Jeptember 12
professed ignorence of this feet) and 2/ to divert the
brunt of erman asriel ettuntion from rolend,

No. 143 Jmbassodor Lukesiewioz went on to

say



say: thet durin; this telk he reitorated the sume woerning
regarding the possibility of wmssia's entirence into the
gonfliet as he had informed the I'renc) General starf
throu-h General Burekhard-pbukaociki on Jeptember 10,

Ho, 144 In response to the lforegoing,

“rs Loger had seemed inclined to ugree with the strategie
bearin: of Minister Heck's su ‘gestions, thus trensmitted,
Later that seme evenlin:, through drrungements made by

“r. Leger,  mbnssador Lukesiewiosz had repeated to

Fremier luladier the foregoing message fron Minister Deok,
together with his own observotions regarding uesia's
possible intervention, in the svent ussia geined the
impression thut 'rince and dritein could do nothin: te
help roland. The .mbasseador told me that at the outset ol
his telk Promier Lsladie evinced a eympathetic attitude,
4t the end of the conversation, however, iremier scladier
had rem:riked that while he understood the position, the
firitish were opposed to merisl bombardment in the interior
of “ermeny, for fear of olfendin;  werioen opinion, In
response to .mbassodor Lukasiewioz's request, moreover,
Fremier Leladier ssid he hed no objeetion to the former's
verifying iritain's stend in this matter,

o, 145 In subsequently verifyin  the fore-
going, mbassador Lukesiewioz found th:t while such an idea
il ht heve existed in the minds of the sritish Government
the idea might have existed in tho minds of the Lritish
Government the idea hed mot been based on eny stoatement

by official .merican sources, smbassador Lukasiewioz
thereupon



thereupon sought emother meetin with . romier Lvelsdier,
and nfter conseidercble deley ;uined the lupression that
the latter was deliberately eveidin - him, Hovever, he
finally geined seoess Lo the  remler, sad fronkly steted
his findings on the sbove score, lie felt that rremier Da
wished tc avold further discussion of this sspeot. The
Fromier thereupon oanlled in Generel Uenain of the French
Generel _tueff who produced a military map of roland. Upo!
oxamining 1%, the Uenercl stated thul secording to his
roport the situation in Polend sppe red to be in hand and
thet .ombassador Llukaesiewlez's apprehensions angeordingly
seencd to be unfounded, adding thet the Polish forces wert
in the process of beiln; reconsolidated behind the Vistulas
~en line,

Lo. 146 fereeivin; there wes little use of
erguing the point further, since he guined the impression
thet Fremier Lesladier welcomed this meens of avoliding the
issue at stake, .mbassador Lukasiewicz retired,

lo, 147 Heports reached the Forelgn Uffice
indieating (a) that the ‘ermen ‘overnment announced thut
&1l rolish towms and villuges herbourin; armed soldiers,
sulpers or mersuding beands would be regerded forthwith as
military objeotives, end that the civil population would
be bombaerded, smnd (b) thet Lord dAelifax, warned lHerr Hitle
that the iritish Covernment in consequence held itself
Iree to tuke reprisals.

Septembor 15
Ho, 146 Un Ceptember 13 iinister leek invit

mo to have & talk ofter luncheon in the ooellar of the
University
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University whioh wes then housing the roreign Office.
Minister Beck thercupon stated his concern over the lack
of communication foeilities with the outside world, and
urged me to try to establish communications with my Govern=-
ment, either direetly or throuh relays by wey of “ucharest
and Paris. lle added th t it would also be o source of
comfort to him and his associates, to knov thot s neutrel
mission had established touch with the outside world,
Hesides this, he discussed olher uspects of ourrent develop=-
ments.

lio. 1489 In a further conversation with
dinister seck he disclosed in effect ihe following: 1/ the
sermen air end ground foreces had succeeded in destroying
all lines of PFolish armement industry, 2/ that vwhile the
sltuation ves now exccedingly difficult, both the Polish
Government and the i, h Command were determined to recon=-
solidate their forces and continue resistence, 3/ that
emon;: nilitary end other offieinl circles, the impression
was rapidly geining ground that Francoe and Sritain were
stoging nore of o demonstration them a serious attock
vis=h=vis Cermsny, for thot his reports indicated that
Paris and London official cireles were informin; the Polish
«mbassadors in both eo=zpitals that they hesitated to permit
their respective eir foroes to bombard Germun comnunications
énd war industricl plants, for fear of the potential un-
faversble effeet thereof on .meriecan public opinion. (Dure
ing this conversation, a ronking officer of the Polish
army, who was present steted at this point thet he did not

see why the Frenoh and Dritish did not send planes for
Polish



Polish pilots to earry out the disagreesble tesk, if the
French and British husitated to engege in Lomburdmonts

of this charseter theuselves, (he officer concluded by
stating his opimion thut for the Poles, 1t would be & ocase
of justiried retaliation).

No, 150 .t tho end of my telk with liniater
deck, he ewphasized that this was s drumatic moment for
Folend; perhaps a matter even of roland's life or death.

He intimated moreover that we uight possibly soon be on our
way towards the south,

Lo, 151 I was awere thot [Anister beck and
his associetes in the Government as well as the Hi h Command
felt that if the Fremhh end British did not launoh immediately
8 mejor shock atteck, it might spell the end for ioland,

hio. 152 +bout 3:00 P.M, thot same afternoon,
it wes oifieially decided snd announced that the Foreigm
Office end the Diplomutic corps were to eveaouate Krzemienleo
immedistely and proceed to Laleszezyki, about 250 kilometers
distaont,

o, 155 Later in the afternoon, I hed amother
talk vith Minister Beock upon which occasion he informed me
(a) thet his military reports showed that whenever the
Poliah infentry had come into direct contiot with the Germen
infentry, the foruer had proved themselves superior, (b)
thet Follish troops had suoceeded in checking the OCermsn
advange on Lwow by the previous day's oupture of about 7
toniks which had been purt of a reconnoitering mechani.ed
thrust at the oity's outskirts, (o) in the theatre of mili-
tary operations in 'estern Poland, 1/ the Polisi army hitherto

trying
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trying to withdraw enstwerd from = "poeket” formed by the
Jerman forees between ersaw and Moulin, hed suddenly
wheeled into & southwestward counter attock, reoapturing
fodz, 2/ the Germ:n southward drive was threatening to
break througsh the Polish lines ot lodlin, 3/ rolish forces
wore still holding arsaw,

0. 154 Minister beck stuted that he hed
personelly already participated in two wars; the Great wor,
and the Folish war with the lolsheviks. In this third war,
he had had to stund cside, Hdowever, he still hoped to take
active part in o fourth wer, und perhaps to end his days
on & battlefield as hed uis forefathers.

No. 155 Minister eok then stated he had urged
darshel onigly-Rydz during the first days of the econfliet,
to launch every bomber et his disposal in an attack on Berlin
at eny cost, The demoralizing erfect in Germany, the in-
spirin: effect it would hove hed in the lieat, would have
Justified the saerifice., I geined the iupression during
my telk with him thet the iinister was sufferin; from deap
emoliones and mixed feelin:s about the performance of FPolend's
militory establishment., In feot, I felt he knew at that
time that nothing eould really pull the chestnuts out of the
fire for oland.

Lo, 156 4t about the same hour that I received
from ur, Kirk, Chargé d'.iffaires of our .mLassy in Gerlin,
& telegrou via Stockholm end Lucharest to the effect that
the German .overnment was urging Consul Generul Johnm K. Lavis'
and his Jtaff's departure from wursaw, linister beek received
from the Folish Minister in iige a redio message to effeot

thot Minieter John iley of our Legation in ni s had requested
the
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the latter to ask ' inister eck to issue instruotions to
eover the evacuation of Consul Uenersl 'evis and his staff.
in disoussing the substance of lr, Kirk's message with
dinister Leeck, he disclosed hie receipt of the message
from liige., lie then told me thet both communicntions had
reached Krzemieniee when it was no longer possible to
coumunicate with Larsew, even over military lines.

Ho. 1857 lhou h ordere hed been issued to
proceed fumediately to .sleszezyki, I decided, that 1t would
safer, basaed upon previous experience, to proceed after
ni htfall, easpeoislly in view of the customary fligshts
of vermon plenes between 4:00 end 6300 o'clock in the aftere
noon., Jevernl of our group decided to proceed by day light,
1 preferred to wait until after dark before starting out
with the cers coMeining my family end lirs. Kulske of the
Folish Toreign Office (who still lacked other mecns of
transportation, The Government by thet time had provided
@ pluge for her husbsnd, Counselor of the Foreign Uffioce,
in one of the offielal cars). .goin there was comsiderable
confusion and diffieulty in eequiring sufficient gesoline
to fuel ell curs boundgfor the south.

lie, 158 Defore leeving Krzemieniec 1 went beck
to the University where lir. .lex .mall (eorrespondent of
the Chicago ‘ribumnc) wes billeted, to meke sure thot he
was aprised of the evacuation, and that he would heve transe
portation south from the towm. (I had seen to it that all
other meriesmns in the town were notified mmd provided for
in terms of trensportetion). .rmed with e flash light I

passed through the immense halls of the University and
entered



« Tl e

entered what I believed to be his (Small's) room, It ap=-
peared to hove been recently vecated, I then went outside
the building; and shouted for him, whersupon I felt the
mugzle of a rifle in my back, nnd turned only to fimnd, to
my added discomfort, that the youn. lad who held the gun
had his finger on the trigger. I knew sufficient 'olish
to understend that in o Ukrenlan disleot he wos ordering
me not only to cease shoutin;, but also to ceese using
wy fleshlight. Having finolly persuaded him that my mis-
sion wes a friendly one uni an effort to help get another
forei ner out of town, (en aetion which I felt confident
would appesl to him), he uccompunied me through six or
more rooms in the University. Ilieving uade a thorough seareh
for Mr. Smell, end having lster received a report thut
several .merio:ns hod left by o train thich had departed
for the north thet same dey, I decided it w:s bost to ge
on, leaving behind one car for seversal hours, in case
Mr, Small might appear. I learned subsequently from the
Paris office of the Chicego Tribune that lr. Smell had
sotuelly left Xrzemieniec on the sforementioned trein and
ufter & herrovin: experience, suceoeeded in keepin: ahead
of the incoming ussian troops snd reached Germin-ceocupied
Foland through which he triveled on a refugee train to
berlin, whenece he proeceeded to lurls.

Ko, 159 Heving made sure that ell the oars
of our group would be able to acguire a.ple fuel for the
- trip, we proceeded by way of Tlarncpol (whielh as I pointed
out in an earlier pert of this report was in utter derkness,

having suffered a severe serial bomberdment during the
lete
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late efternoon, and egain Just previous to our entry,
(The black out wns so intense that I found 1t necessary
to welk in front of the car, vith ome hand on the rudise
tor eap, and feel my way alon , c¢rlling baek direections
to Mr, loszozynski st the vheel of my ear. It took us
well over an hour to traverse this comparsatively amall
eity).

0. 160 «@ coniinued to our destination,
soleszezykli. The only iueident worth recording enroute
was that on attemptiing to pass o slow moving trueck on a
midecountry road, I wes forced Lo turn on the dimmers of
my heedlights for on instent (heving driven thus far en=
tirely without lishts) since the road wes narrov and the
driver of the enormous truck in fromt either failed to
hear my clexon or refused to pull over, Just at that
moment the cenvas flap in the Luek of the truck opened
and & Polish soldier, obviously intoxicated, pointed his
rifle (which wes far from steady in his hande) at us
shouting he wes going to shoot, because I had fleshed on
the li hts, Heelizing he was drunk md suspecting we
mizht be "for 4t", I felt there was nothing to do but lesve
the lichts on and make & dmsh to pass the truek. Pressing
the aceclerator down to the floor, the car lept forw rd,
and missing the ditch by inches, we fortunately rot around
to the side of the truek before the soldier, whose bruin
&t that point was fortunately funotioning slowly, decided
to pull the trigger.

zeptember 14

Ko, 161 The remainder of the journey wes
uneventful
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uneventiful other than that we peased several covalry
unite on reeonneisennce, and noted a number of mechunized
units moving up into position under the eloak of darkness.
e drew into ..aleszozyki about 7:30 ...l. deptomber 14, and
went straight to the Storoste, of whom I requested infore
mation as to whether there were rooms avaoileble for our
party. GHe politely indieated there wos one bed eveilsble,
ond that if we wanted it, we had better oleim 1t at the
earliest possiule moment -« before someone else owmne along.
1 said we would prefer to park our ¢ors undsr trees, and
sleep in the ears the rest of the might. !1th an expres=-
gion ol oconsiderable relief he orfered to conduct us per-
sonelly to & nearby perk which, he would gladly put at our
disposal. Havin subsequently parked each car ozrefully
under the shelter of a grove of trees we ull settled down
for the rest of the night.

Ho, 162 In the course of the morning, the
presleu redio announced in olish the arrival of the
diplomatic corps ut Zaleszozyki, another exemple of ef=-
ficient verman espionnge.

o, 1635 ‘6 6300 .'s we were avckened by
the hum of & plane direetly overhead, Lveryone wus so
exhausted however, thet no one evinced emy interest. In
view of the low altitude of the pleme I particularly wel=-
comed the sight of the Foliash insigniec. ‘o thereupon cooked
breukfanst on our kerosene stove, md upon lookings arocund,
found we were drawn up in the peark of an old estute on
the edge of the Dmniester iiver, and sbout 200 yards from
the Polish bridge head, of the Internation-l bridge, con=
neetin: Folend with “umanis which tvo daye later becsme

the
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the objeot of a fierce Cerman eericl atteck.
lio, 164 The firet setion I undertook wus to
contaot the Jtarosta agein in an effort to billet the
members of my stoff and my femily. By that time an officer
of the Polish Foreign Uffice had set up headquarters in
the buildin; of the OLtorosta, and he indioated to us certaln
guarters which would be swulleble during the ocourse of
the duy. Memnwhile, Vras. Biddle went to the old Palaoce
on Lhe estate whereon we had perked our cars, snd inquired
gs to whether rooms might be oveilsble for our use. The
proprietor sald he vould bo glad to accommodate us provided
wé could supply our own beds, as the house was completely
unfurnished. I subsequently succeeded in scquirin; the
approval of this move on the part both of the Foreign Offioce
offielel and the .tereste. I thereupon prooured beds in
the town end assigned rooms to the various members of my
steff. In the early wornin: we set up en office on the
front lewn, and I sucoceded in aoquiring the services of
two polieemen; ome for the day, and the other for the night,
to guard our automoblles and trucks, and to see that all
cutomobiles on the estute were kept under sheliter of trees
(this preosution begsus an essential throughout our trek).
Nos 166 sbout moon Ur, Kulecki, .ssistemt
Counselor of the Foreign (Uffice arrived from Kuty at whiech
town Minister Beck and his assooiates im the Uovernment had
decided en route south, to heedquerter, instead of Zaleszozyki.
kr, Kuloki imparted eonfidentislly that the President and
his ecbinet had ohanged their minds about Laleszezyki for

paveral
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several reasons, the moin ome bein  thot the Cemersl staff
had deeided to set up its hesdquerters ut Kolomy ju, and

the Jovermment wented to be ot o peint nearby. (Ifeel more=
over, that two other foetors had eontributed to the Coverne
ment's deelsion, notaebly: (a) disturbing reports of a
lurge coneentration of mechanized unite in southwest wussia
indicated « possible mssisn move into Foland, (b) Kuty

was further distent then .cleszezyki from the  ussian bor-
der end (e) the vehioular briige aoross the Uniester river
ot soleszozyki seemed o more prominment objective for meriml
Attocks thon the long but low wooden bridge ot Kuty).

lir, Kulcki then gave me Minieter Beck's private telephone
number in Kuty, statins thet the Minister wented me to have
it but ceutionin: me not to commnicate it to myone else,
loreover, Mr. Kuleki ssid that Minister Deck would eppre-
olate my coming to Kuiy after I mi- ht have established e
communications relay buresu in Cerneuti. Minister Beck
did not wish any other memberes of wy staffl, however, to come
to Kuty in view of the shortage of food emd inadeguaey of
lodgings.

Lo, le6 I immediatoly interpreted this mes-
eage from Minister Beok to mean that ~aleszozykl would neo
longer be reg:rded me en offieisl center for the Uiplomatic
eorps. Ly lmpression on this seore was sBubsequently borne
out by & message reeeived by my colleagues advising them
to proceed to Cernauti in Sumenie, from whence they ecould
maintein conteet with the .overnment st Kuty, by sutomobile.

Lo, 167 Juring the ufterncon ol Jeptember 14,
1 oabled the Depertment thet dnister Beeck on the previous

day



day had earnestly requested me to communicate his cons=
viotion, based upon tragic scenes at various points, to
whioh he had been an eye=witness, thet from the outset
“olend had been the "vietim of methodierl merisl bombard-
ment of open towms", which too frequently hnd been defense-
less and of no military interest.

No, 168 In thés ccble I added (a) my own
observation that in viev of whot membors of my staff and
my family had experienced and witnessed I found it difficult
to asoribe the frequently wenton merisl bombardment by
Germen planes to anythin: short of = delibverate intention
to terrorize the civilian populetion with o view to ite
eresting a state of genervl confusion, to demoralizing
reperoussions on the Polish fighting forcen, as well as to
disereditin; the Polish Government in the eyes of itse
people snd the ncoredited foreigon missions; (b) thot
Major Celbern Militery ittuohé and his compenions had
witnessed durin: their passage throuch Siedlee snd Brszese
three distinet instances wherein unjustified bombardment
had taken place, and (e¢) that my further investigation of
the outeome of the serisl bomberdment of Krzemienieo
revealed that the low flyin plenes had dropped in the
vielnity of the Foreign Office diminutive parachutes to
which were attached gless bulbs and other small containers,
which being suspeoted of eontaining bacteris were then under
examination by official laboratories,.

lio. 169 It ocourred to me by woy of illus-
tration thut 4f the world were foroed to sceept Germany's
interpretation of objeotives of military interest in cone
nection with aerial bombardments, as demonstrated by

(e rmen



Germsa air foree durin. the Polish-Germen confliet, then
the eivilien communities of todey, should they wish to
safegusrd themselves sgeinst being considered in any way
of military interest, would heve to undertake o redionl
re-vempin_ in terms of physieul layout. Ioreover, the plan=
ners, architeots and engineers of eivil communi ties of
tomorrow would heve to conoceive of on entirely different
edoption from wh t we have come to necept as & normal eity
plen, aeoordingly they would have to consider the necessity
of isolating by o distence of at least 10 kilometers, the
center of oivilian hebitations, not only from militery
barracks but #lsc from reilwoys, faotories public utilities,
and even churches and hospitels. loreover, im order to
guerd ageinst possible eir atteecks, the water and gas sup-
ply lines and communicotion lines running between the
utilities plents and the center of eivilion hebitations,
would have to be sunk no less than 50 and preferably 40
feet below sround - for it should be borne in mind thet a
1,000 pound bomb, according to experience in the Polish=-
Germen confliet, cem cut throw i 27 - 29 feet of reinforoed
conerete like a knife through butter.

lo, 170 Mosoow's official Prevde atteacked
soland for its treatment of the iussian minority.

Jeptember 15

He, 171 In the early morning, after consule
totion with Vejor Colbery Military .itaché, I cebled the
pepertment the followin, observations: If the Polish .rmy
were to effect & reconsolidation, & breathing spell was
essentinl. In this conneetion, about the only mesns of
diverting the attention of the Germen air foroe from Poland

would
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would be same form of diversion aclivity in the west.
4o matters then stood the Polish lorces were unable efe
fectively 1/ to counter attuck, 2/ to concentrate either at
any threatened poin., for any protraoted defense, and 3/
to maintein effective communications between whot then
appeared to be three Folish armies operuting separately.
No, 172 I slso oabled the department on the
same day, that Major Colbern's and my observations indicated
1/ Germsn mechenized unite threatened to surround Lwow,
2/ Germen columns hitherto advuncing esstward in direction
of Lwow had divided, one element poin: forward towards
Przenmysl-stryJ, in center of rFolish oil fields, one other
element goin forwerd in the general direetion of Hawe-iuska,
= Jaroslew, 8/ Geruon column at udom attackin: in north-
easterly direotion towerds Gerwolin was reported enocounter=
ing difficulty in foreing orossing of river Vistula, 4/
Lest Frussian force attacking in genersl direction of
Minsk=-Mazowlecka-! yszkow hed reportedly reached the
Sledlce-iinsk road, 5/ report that & second column was
approach ng Brzese on  iver hu; wes unverified, 6/ advenced
elements of the Lerman forees ubove indicated consisted
mainly of mechaniged units; infantry of main bodies had
reportedly advaneed to line: Sem=Vistule=pug Hivers, 7/
Polish-Foznan army ulder command of Hortnowski in area
Kutno-. orsew=fodz was reportedly sattempting counter offen=
sive in direction of (uwe-Mazowiecke-ikierniewice, Until
10:00 o'elock on the wornin, of September 1<, the Polish
foreoes were reportedly holding Larsaw=Torun-Kutno- oznan,

8/ terrsin and weether favorablc for operations of ‘erman

motorized



motorized and air foroes. It was doubtful whether the Polish
plan envisaged reorganization behind the San-Vistula-Bug

line would sucoceed unless heavy rainfall restrioted action

of the Germen forces, 9/ the British military mission had
reportedly recommended the withdrawal of all organized

Polish military units east of the Viestula River to general
area south of the Pinsk marshes in an effort to meintain
communications with Rumenia; ourrent disorganization of

the Polish army would make such concentration diffioult.

" No, 193  Information which reached official
circles indicated that on this date the Germen Government
had invited (a) Lithuania to occupy Vilno and (b) Hungary
to ocoupy the Polish oil fields up to and including
gtanisYawow,

Ho, 174 Vice=consul Morten, who had just
arrived in town from our own evacuation center at Brszese,
aocompanied by Mr. Dzieduszyski, went with Mr., Biddle in
the morning to the Chargé d'Affalires of the Rumanian Embaasy
to assist Mr. Morton in obtaining visas for Rumania.

Mr. Morton volunteered to remain at Zaleszozyki as long
as possible to assist any stray \merican citizens which
might find their way to that point. I highly approved of

his suggestion.,
No, 176 Having ascertained that gasoline in

Kuty, or at any place enroute on the Polish side of the
border, was more scarce than in Zaleszozyki, and having
gotten down to our last few liters, as well as having in
mind Minister Beok's expressed hope that I establish some
kind of a communiocations center in Cernauti before Jjoln-

ing him at Kuty, I left Zaleszozykl. Before leaving
however,
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however, I auked ilr, Herrison to remein there until the
followin: day, when I plinned to rergh Kuty.,

No. 176 1 errived at Cernuuti, fumenie, lote
in the afterncon. I immedictely telephomed our liniater,
¥r. Frenklin lott Gunther in iucherest asking (u) his
approval of my settin: up o provisionnml relsy communications
office in Cerneuti, (b) his goed offices in requesting
permisaion of the /umonian Covernment to pemit my ocrry-
ing out thie plam, and (e¢) to reles: s Viss Mo uatters and
ilss sounders. Moreover, I esked lidnister ounther whether
he would be so kind as to permit his counselor,

Mr. Fred lilbbard to come to Cermeuti in order to fecilitate
me in orgenizing the mechanies in connection with my
eforementioned pleans. Through the helpful cooperation

of Minister Gunther end Mr. Hivbard, I we. able to set up

& provisional office in Cernouti.

omber

No. 177 Mles louetters and jilsa Lsunders
arrived early in the morning by trein from ucherest,
dr. jiibbord srrived the followin: dey by train.

Ko. 178 lirs, Blddle and I left Cerncuti for
futy during the mornins. On srrival at Ruty we were as=
signed guarters in & smnll oottoge in the center of the
tovn. The !ritish .mbasssdor snd his Counselor,

Jr. Clifford Norton, (who wns accompenied by his wife) were
essigned gquarters in & small house nearby., The French
/mbagsador and his Counselor were elso billeted neorby
upon their arrivel later that day. I had numerous convers=
sations with verious offioicls of the Uovernment as well as
with
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with Minlster Leak.

No, 179 48 far as I recull, we were the
only three iidssion Chiefs assigned guerters in Kuty.

Mo, 180 In informel conversation with a
group of rolish offieinls at . tave ¥uty, on Uep tember 16,
they all expressed their concern over (ussie's mobilizee
tion in general and over the concentration of ussian
mobilized untis vised-vis Tarnepol, end slong the Polishe
lussian border south of larmepol. This concentration ine
dicated elther & move aguinet Foland or Hessarubia; they were
apprehensive lest it be the former.

Mo, 181 Minister Deok's Chief of Cabinet,
Count liichel Lublenski, remerked st this point thet in his
opinion ussia's paramount sims in terms of impericlism
were the sume today ee during the reign of the Czars: (a)
Centrel of the ialtieo (b) Control of the uerdanelles, end
{¢) possession of India, .11 other moves were comparatively
insignificant in terms of imperieslistic ambitions.

o, 182 bBefore uy uforedeseribed conversa-
tion with o number of Polish Government officinls termi-
naoted, one of them disclosed in effect the following:

Detween the 15th emd 17th, the Germsns had succeeded
in piereing the Polish front limes by 6 motorized raids.
‘hese reids penetrated in most cases to the extent of about
200 kilometers behind the Polish armies,

iside from combatting eech reid in an effort to
localize the effect thereof, Polish G.H... remained
comparctively unperturbed thereby. (Nevertheless, I am
aware that the sudden &ppearsnce of mechanized columms in

areas
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arecs formerly unentered by Germnn troops, oresnted a
demorslizing effeot upon the civilian populations in esch
respeotive case), These motorized ruids took pluce some=
what as follows)

1. One ocolumn broke through from o point between
Fomze and Ostroleke, sastword, resching the outakirts of
Blefystok.

2« .nother column from somewhat the anme point of
origin penetrated in & southessterly direetion resching
the outskirts of Oreszo,

ds /mother cclumn penetrated from ' yszkow southward,
reaching; the neighborhood of arsew from the east, ./ fter
this column had retreated to Ksluszin, it wne attecked and
defeated by the First Divieion of rolish infantry,

4, .nother ecolumn originatin, ot & point between
Sobate end Kutno, penetroted to the outakirts of uarsaw,
from the west, This column recohed the outskirts of
Larsaw, end efter an encounter with defense forces retreat-
ed to the neighborhood 31' Haszin. on September 14, this
column was defeated by the army of Ceneral EKutrzebs which
first fought its w.y out of the Kutmo=-Lodz line smnd leter
out of the Skiernevice-Lawioez line into Warsaw to form part
of the olty defenses.

§. .nother column succeeded in crossing the Vistula
and the ug rivers &t about Wlodawa, penetrating eastward
to the outskirts of \lodzimierz-Wolynski.

6. .nother colummn originating at s point near [zeszow
ponstrated eastward to the outskirts of Lwow, &l vidin: at
e point west thereof into two columns, one proeceeding in
a southeasterly direotion, the other in g northessterly

direotion,
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direetion, with a view to eneireling the eity, [he mein
forees of thie column were attcoked by divisione under
the ordere of Genercl Joankowski, at the time when he was
leadin: them from the neighborhood of PrzemyBl em route
to Lwow,

In conncotion with columns mentioned in sube=sections
1,245, above, it wes hoped by the liigh Commend, that they
could aleo be suuuu;‘nllr turned beok by reserve divisl ons.

No, 1835 In the course of @ conversation that
evenin, with Minister Deek he sald in effeet the following:
he (as in the ocase of other Covernment officials with whom
I hed previously talked) was spprehensive in conneotion
with lussie's mobilization and comcentration of troops
vis-bd-vis the Polish frontier.

0. 184 He reealled that lerr litler hed spoken
to Larshal Pilsudski in 1934 regardim; ‘ermany's possd Lle
essoclation with Polend in o ocampeipgn vis-bke-vis /ussia.
fleld liarshal Goering had spoken in like terms to
Mershal Smigly-iydz on one occasion in 1935 and om occasion
in 1937, Lven during Herr won Ribbentrop's Jemuary 1939
visit to arsaw, he had significantly alluded to the
possibility of joint Polish-Cerman cotion vis-R-vis ‘ussia.

Yo, 185 He then recounted with marked enthusiasm
the report of Ceneral Uosnkowski's vieotory of the previous
day (Jeptember 15) agsinst an attempt of the German forces
to capture Lwow, e sald thit General Sosnkowski's troops
had succeeded in defeating the Germen thrust end had
captured 10,000 prisoners, besides heving put out of busi=
ness about 100 tenks. News of this vietory had served to

inetill



the Folish forces with renewed fighting spirit. lore
it indionted thet General _ osnkowski had been able to
adopt his teotios to the strategy of the ‘erman force
(This statement recelled to my mind Mershel Smi ly Ry
foreocast on v, ust 10 to the effeot that it would pro
toke the Folish foreces between two and three weeks to
adopt their tucties to Cermen strategy).

No. 186 In response to my question as to wh
the Polish forces had sufficient ammunition to contim
effective resistance behind the new defense line then
bein; esteblished, Minister Leek frenkly admitted the
Poland was then low in ammunitions and he was aware t
every possible effort hed to be made to obtain fresh
plies, (At this moment I was of the opinion that eve
the Poles sucoeeded in setting up a contrected line o
fense, they could not be expected to hold ocut fur per
more thun three weeks at the most ageinst continued o
eentreted Germen serial bomburdment and redoubled mec
thrusts, unless the ‘.estern powers extended to I'oland
fective assistence in terms, (a) of guns and ammuniti
end (b) some form of military diversion setivity in tl
west to draw off at least part of the German forces I
the Polish front).

No.187 Minister ULeock then told me that King
hed been "very chie" in his attitude espeeially durinm
past several'days. (The Minister did not develop this
point further, however.)

No, 188 4% this point, Minister Leck turned
me and in merked earmestness, asked Ihl}.hil" I oould =

WO,
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would cable l:.medistely to President lioosevelt, stuting
that he, Minister Leck sincerely hoped that if the
President found ooeesion agein to mention the posal bility
of the United Stotes' sendin, rew materiels to Franoe,
end britain, that the President might see his way elear
to include the mention of "Polend", (Minister Beek said
he hed learned thet on o recent dute, President loosevelt
had made a public statement to the effeet thet he did not
believe that our meutrelity lew would prevent the Uni ted
Stetes from shipping raw materiels to Iranee and Uritedn).
The linister went on to eay that ho reslized the difficulty
Af not the impossibility of sending rew meterid s from
the United Stotes to Polend, however, since Lritein mad
‘rence were belllgerent countries as well as their ally,
Poland, he felt that 1t would not be too much to ask tHat
Poland be included in eny subsequent statement of like
charaecter,

lio. 189 linister leck informed me at this
time, that Prosident Moscicki had set up his headquarters
4% Lsmlucze about four kilometerse from uniatyn. iloreover,
general headquarters was being re-established at Lolom@a,
& short distence from Kuty. The rolish ermy, at this time,
wos considered by the lidgh Commend to be almost inteot, and
the iich Command wes elreedy conmenoing the re-estnblishmant
of o new Polish front line behind whiech it was intended
thet t.e Polish army would sdopt a definitely defensive
position. Minister Deok stated with cemvineing sinocerity
thet for Poland it wos now & matter of life or death, and
every hour counted. lieconsolidation of Polish forees on =
new line had to be effected und munitions hed to be made

iimediately



fimmedictely aveilable,

Ho, 190 +% the conclusion ol our conversas
tion, Minister beock urged me to start in motion at the
earliest possl ble moment at least some meamures which might
form & basis of establishing the means of aiding the wives
and children of Polish officers engaged in the war, end who
then were rapidly accumuloting as refugees in Humania, lle
sald thet individuslly and collectively their ouse would
shortly beocome = pathetic one in thut the few zldys that
they did possess would soon be of little value.

Ho, 191 In response I told him I would go
immediately to Cernsuti and cable the President. I would
at the same time toke steps towerds setting up some form of
relief for the aforementioned Polish refugees. This would
probably take me until about 11:00 or 11:30 o'eclock the
next mornin,, at which time I would return to Kuty. He
thanked me warmly and asked me to come to see him upon my
return,

Ho, 182 While I wes engaged in conversation
with Minister Beck, Mrs. beck told Mrs, Diddle that enroute
from Brszes¢ to Krzemieniec, the Minister told her that,
not having slept for three ni hts and days, he must hove a
nap. ‘hey turned their car imnto & nearby vood, where in
the shelter of the trees, he stretched himself out on the
ground end slept for two hours. Up to tiat moment they had
been driving repidly but at a steady speed, and each town
they encountered enroute was bombed severely Jjust as they
arrived, This unexpected bresk in their jourmey had evidently
put the Cermen bombers schedule cut of balance for both

Mre. Beok
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lirs, beck and the Minister had noticed that on continuing
their trip southwerd, esch tovn they pussed throw'h had
been bombed just about two hours previous to their entry,
fhey believed thut they hed been spotted by spiss who hed
comugicated to the plimes overhead at the outset of their
journey., They relt very fortunate in havin,_ cscaped what
had appeared to be e plan to net their car in the bombard-
ments of the villages,

o, 193 dhortly ofter this econversation I
telked with Major Colbern who with us was hendquarted at
that time in Kuty, meintaining contact with the Ganersl
Jteff at a nearby point., I informed the Hajor of the sube
stence of wy conversation with Jdnister Heck and requested
him to remein there while I procoeded to Cerncuti immediately
to ecarry out the Minister's exprossed desires end return in
the worning, I theresupon departed for Cerneuti arriving
late thet evening.

0. 194 Unce in Uernauti I endecvored to
comuunicute with .mbassedor Hullitt with a view to dls=
oussing with him the means of communicating to relief
orgenizetions in the United :tetes the inecressing pli,ht of
reportedly acoumulating Polish refugees in fumenia, only
to be informed by the operator that only ean officer of
the ‘merionn Mission sceredited to ‘umsnia wuld be per=-
mitted to telephone out of the country, I wes therefore
Toreed to await the errival of Mr. Fred Hibboard, before
bein,; able to conteot .mbassador Sullitt by telephone.

do, 195 fleports resched Kuty that after a

"oease



"gense fire" order had been scunded in the Menchukuo border
conflict, Japam and uselia had ocgreed on a truoe,
Jeptember 17

lio, 196 +#bout noon lisjor Colberm Military
Attuchd, oame to my room, having srrived from Kuty., He
gonfirmed reports which I had learned previously during
the early part ol the morning.

lio, 197 (The iiajor hed not awaited my return
to Kuty, since he had been informed that the Uovernment
itself would leave Polliash soil for iumanis tiat day, due
to the fmet that they had been ocut off from their army by
the entry into Folund of 'wussian mechanized columns whiech
were rzpidly closing in on Kuty end Kolomya).

lo, 198 The lnjor went on to say that between
B and ? o'eloeck that morning he had tolked with of ficers
both of the Lritish end French Militery Missions, both of
whom in response to his question said they had no news
other than the massing of Hussian troops at the Polish
frontier. Vhile he weas subsequently out on a reconnoiter=-
ing trip, in an osstwerdly direotion from Euty, at 10:00
o'clock in the mornin:, he met coming towards him, & column
of Polish infantry, mareching side by side with a lengthy
column of tanks. He stopped his oar and the first tank in
the column elso stopped. .8 the door of the tank opened,
he was surprised to see a youn; /ussiwen officer step out,
for at the outset, the Major believed these temks must be
elther Polish or Freneh, sinoe they were going along side
of sn in the seme direction of the Polish infantry.

No. 199 In response to his question im

Polish es to where the tenks were going, the young offiocer
ateted



stoted in apperent sincerity thet they were goins to fi:ht
the Germans. .bout one hulf hour later, he encountered a
group of -olish officers, who told him thet the ussisns
hed come to their ald ageinst the Cermens, and w ot was
more they were willing et t.at point to aceept help from
the devil himself,

Ho. 200 hritish mbassedor Kennard acoome
panied by ¥r, and MNrs, liorton came to my rooms sbout noon
end confirmed news of the Government's intended early
departure from Kuty.

No, 201 When 1 rinelly reasshed .mbassador
Bullitt in the early pert of the worning he informed me
thot he had just heerd & radio broadeast ennouneing the
entrance of lusslen troops into .oland, Jheorsly afterthis
telephone oall I met seversl newspaper men in the lobby
of the liotel in which I was stoppini: who confirmed the re-
port which .mbassador Bullitt had imparted., One of the
correspondents stated thut streams of loles Were aslre~dy
pouring into umania in mo:st cases blockin: the rosds at
the bridge heads at aleszozyki and Kuty and thet the
FYolish overnment wes expected to lenve oland at sy minute,
if they had not already done so. . little later while I
wes discussing with my cheuffeur over & map as to the best
way I might skirt around the blocked roeds in order to
get back to Kuty, severel of my colleagues as well as the
chauffeur of an offieial of the Polish Foreign (ffice ocume
along the etreet. They informed me that there wes no use
in attempting to return to Kuty as the Covernment had

deoclded to leave during the day and that the roads leading
to



to futy were so josmod with troffie and refugec pedestrians
that I oould mot hope to get near the bridge leedin; eaeross
the river to Kuty anyway. Besides, the bridge itsalfl was
jemmed with refugees making their wey into /lumania,

lo. 208 4 few moments later as we were tolke
in; together we were informed by cnother colleague that we
should remoin in Cernsuti, for lMejor .lexander Lublenskl,
chief of Protocol who would trunsmit & message %o the
diplonatie corpe in behclf of Minister Leek. shortly there=
after, Maojor Lubienski appeared and stuted thot ldnister
Beck wished to convene & meeting of the diplomatic corps
upon his srrivel in Cernouti and thet the i jor would keep
us posted as to the hour of lhis arrival, . s matters turged
out events thenece forth moved rapidly and I subseguently
learned thaut we were to meet with the Chief of Frotocol
8t 4:00 o'clock that afternocen.

lig. 203 %Zven before the hour appointed for
this meeting I learmed that it was uncertain whether
yinister Deck would be permitted by the Humenian suthorities
to meet with the Diplomatie Corps either individuelly or
golleotively. ;ccordingly, I eame to the conclusion that
if 1inister Heock end hie essoeiates im the Polish Covern-
ment were granted safe oconduot through fumanie they would
eventuelly foregather at the Folish ‘mbessy in Bucharest.
Uy thoughts on thisz seore were later confirmed by
Uajor Lublenski who said that if the Jovernment were
permitted tremsit through jumenie the most likely plece
for a meetin; would be at the Folish imbessy in lucharest.

Ko, 204 1 therefore tleephoned our llinieter
Mr.
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Mr. Franklin Mott Gumnther im Duoharest and asked his
oooperaiion towards arranging for our reilway transportetion
from Cernauti to Bucharest for the members of my staff and
family., I hed foreseen that the ocurrent state of polite
ioal confusicon then existant in ‘umenis would reflect ite
self in causing difficulties to motor by road to ‘uocharest
and therefore preferred to proceed by train., .xperiences
on the pert of my ocolleagues und severcl members of my
staff who did motor down, bore out my apprehensions on
this score. Through the kind cooperation of Linister Gunther
end the loeenl railwey euthorities, 1 was enabled to have
& ¢ar attached to the train for [ucharest that evening.

lo. =08 Before leaving however, information
which I received convinced me that s meeting; between
iinister beck snd myself in Cernauti would be prevented
by the logel {umenien authorities., I had slready learned
that German pressure on the umanlsn overnment was
already causing them to waver in thelr expressed inten-
tion to gront the rFolish Covernment safe conduot through
their country. Jubsequent events proved this information
to be correet.

Lo. 206 48 we boarded the traim we counted
40 or more Folish planes flying imnto Cernauti., The
Fumenian Government had permitted these planes to enter
sjumunia provided they maintained an altitude not exceed=
ing 200 feet.

Ho, 207 These amon; other rolish planes
which flew inte (umania ocomposed the last stand behind
the formerly envisaged contraocted line of defense whioch

had



had been in the process of forming when the entry of the
iussisn troops provided the "coup de Gruce",

No, 207 I later lesarned from FPresident
losclicid's Counselor, inister Lepkowski that at 6:30 ..M.
that norning (September 17) he had been telephoned at
<alucze, the resident's hesdquerters 4 kilometers from
“nistyn, by the rolish Prime inister, then headquarter-
in: ot Kosbw, near Kuty, that /ussisn troops had already
entered roland at vorious points clong the Folish frontier,
The rresident, sccompsnied by his Counselor had subse-
quently proceeded to Kuty where the President eclled a
Couneil of lilnisters' meeting. .mong other metters, it
was decided at this meetin: (&) that Fresident loscicki
send a message to the Polish nation by meens of redio, to
bo transmitted by means of !inister beck's mollle radio
stotlon in Kuty, to mbassador Lukesiewioz in Paris, with
instructions thot he rebroadcast it in the rresident's
neme. The message was to the effect that the lolish
uvovernment would continue its struggle for the olish
nation even if forced toc evecuate into an sallied eountry.
(b) thet since the overnment hed elready been cut off
from the army, the Covernment would eveaouste into lumenia,
but only when this move was found absolutely essentiasl
in order to avold capture by the iussian troops,

o, 208 Later in the afternoon, resident
losclicki had, aceording to his righte under the Constitu-
tion, told his Counselor, iMinieter Lepkowski, thut he
felt it necessary in order to insure the Constitutional
sucoession, thet the latter prepere s decree voidins his

decree



deoree volding his deeree of _eptember 1, 1959, nominating
Marshol ‘migly-liydz es hie suceoessor. The Fresident,
realized the urgency of this aetion, sand of dating the
documcnt from rolish soil, sinoe he could not forsee the
fate in umania of ‘arshel ulgly-iydz, should the latter,
as well as the Covernment be eventuelly foreed into lumonie,
He leter signed the decree prepared aecordin: to his in-
struetions in the presence of lie associates at Kuty,

No. 209 Towsrds evenin , when the Govern-
ment learned that a ussisn mechrnized eolumn had reached
“nietyn, 28 kilometers distent from Xuty, the ‘overnment
declded to proceed to [umania,

lo. 210 sccompunied by members of his
‘overnment, the President started across the bridgc between
Euty and yznies on the Humenisn side, .t the bridge
Uinister Lepkowaki, the Iresident's Counselor, and
Genersl _chellay, chief of the FPresident's Militery House=
hold, encountered mmanien .mbassador to Polend, Grigory
and Seeretory of the /umsnien .mbassy, losetti, who stated
thet the jumeniasn Government proposed either one of the
two following procedures: (a) esfe transit through itumenie
to a neutrel country, or (b) residence for the Folish
Government in Humenie provided it ceased to function
politicelly. The mbassador then stated he understood
the President would prefer the former proposal. le then
offered to lend the Fresident and his group in cutomobiles
to Cernauti.

HNo, 211 Minister Lepkowski went on to say

that during the course of the day of _eptember 18, Polish
lovernment



Government ¢irecles learned that under thrent of agsression
Berlin hsd forbiddem -uch:orest to allov safe tromsit of
the Polish Governmemt through 'umenie,

Ho, =12 Durin; the latter purt of September 18,
{umenien mbassador to Jolend, Grigory, transmltted to
Fresident losciokl en invitation for him, his family and his
efficiel household, to ocoupy the shooting lodge of
Prince Nicholes, at Dlcaz. Lloreover, the /mbassador invited
linistor Ueeck, his steff and other Cabinet !Hnisters includ-
ing the Frime Jdnlster to proeeed %o uLlanic where they would
be afforded temporary quarters. .t the seme time,

Uinister Lepikowski lesrned thot Marshel Smigly-iydz had
besn condueted to Craiowa.

N 2 On September 21, President losolakil
reccived King Carel's Minister, Mr. Flondor, at bioaz.
Followin;: this conversation, the FPresident becume convinced
there was no hope of safe comnduet for him eond his Govern-
ment through lmmanic. He consequently instructed his
Counselor, Minister Lepkowski to proceed at onoe to Paris

to see thet his aforementioned deoree was put inic effeot,

No. 214 Meenwhile, in Ducharest I found that
it would be impossible for me to meke conteot either with
President Mosoioki or with Minister Beok or any of the
officers of the Polish Covernment due to their striet
internment by the ‘umsnian Covernment.

September 19

o, 218 In the lobby of the liotel Pulace
Zthenee I spotted Colonel Cestenberg, former Cerman Military
sttaché, in varsaw, and en officer whom rolish official
eiroles come to re ard as Fleld Varshal Goering's looal

"mouth pieee”, and then currently scoredited to [uchuarest,
I



I remiried to Luteh iinister to Foland, Vr. Hosenthil, with
whom I then was talking, thet simce he had been charged with
the proteotion of Germen interests in Foland, I thought 1%
woulu not be inappropriate if he wore to angage

Colonel Qestenberg in conversstion with the view to as-
gertaining: informstion regerding conditioms inm arsaw,
Uinister .osenthal aceepted my suggestion in 0od pirit,
promisin: to inform me leter ss to the substance of his
talk with the colonel, sSubsequently iMindster Hosenthal told
me the following:

o, 216 In rosponse to his (uestion as to
why the Germun air forge hed relersed bombs close by the
two villes at Constansein, Colomel Gestenberg ssid that
ginoce he lacked information on this incident he wes uncble
to offer any explenation therefor. In referring, however,
to the bombardment of Krzemlenieec the Colonsl ndnitted that
this had been o blunder on the part of the German planes,
Colonel Gestenberg then went on to sey in response to the
dnister's further questioms thet the German High Command
oxpected .arsaw %o surrender shortly. .lresdy the popula=
tion was suffering from a shortage of food supplies and he
thought that this together with the growing tendeney to
loot would esuse esrly oivil strife amonget the inhebitents,
This, in turn, would undoubtedly result im = e=ll for
truoe. He understood thet in the meauntime the sir foroe
would refrain from releasing highly explesive bombs. This
he thought wus no longer necessary., .s & matter of froot
the air foroe had up 1ts sleeve other methods even more
effeative at this stage of the game (he later sdmitted
under questioning by Minister losenthal th.t what the air
foree had up its sleeve was the use of ineendiary bombe
contoining thermite). The Colonel eoncluded his remarks

by



by suying that he understood thut the ermun High Command
would shortly remew an offer to permit the evacuation of
whatever staffs of foreign missions still remained in
«ursews This indiocated to my mind thut onoe this evocua-
tion had teken plece, and in event ' nrsaw refused to sur-
render, the Germen eir foree would concentrate upon "firing"
the olty into submission, In uy opinion, moresover, tue
Germen [[igh Command's demire to remove whatever mission
staffs were left was motivated on the one hend by the
desire to avold hurming the Torelgn representatives, md
on the other hand to clear the elty of wull poseible foreign
wWitnesses to what the Germem sir foroe hed in store for

the ocity,

Ho. 217 Of pertinent beerin., it is interest-
ing to note the followin incounsistency in Germany's
fttliude in conneetion with her teeotice vis-hevis Poland;

lo, 218 lurin: and {smedictely subsequent
to the relish-Ceruan conflict, any publie references to
the barborie character of lermen serial tectios drew from
the “propagends faetory” in Berlin, the most vigorous
denlols as well as wost energetio efforts to disoredit
the sources of suoh references,

Lo, 219 By econtrast, however, in lnte Uotober,
the Germans assuwed actually e boastful attitude as regards
the destruction r-m'hﬂd Folend in generd end | arsew in
perticular. They appeared to be attemptiing to exploit
the extensive destruetion wrousht with & view to impressing
&nd inetilling fear in visiting neutrel diplomets = perhaps
@ven with a viex to soering them into the Germen oamp .

m Indeed, Gormsn agencies in Budapest
were
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were openly ndvertisin. exoursions to visit the scenes of
destruction im Polend, loreover, the .eichkomlsaur of
vursaw, when he delivered a “welooming" nddress ot the
sreew stution to the passengers (mostly diplomuts) of an
incoming trein sbout Cetober 28th, urged in effect that they
look around carefully ot the extensive destruetion, ile
went on to say thet vhile he deplored the outoome of the
pomburdment, nevertheless, the foles had brought 1t on
themselves, Moreover, he felt confident thut close obser-
vution of the vest amount of damege would leed the visitors
to recommend thut their respectlve Lovernment s interceds
for pooge. former officer of my staff who was present

on this ocession anid reported the foregoing to me ntuted
his opinion (e) thet the expedition conducted by a Ur. Streche,
en ofrficer of the ' hilhelmstrasse .rotoeol Livisicn, had
pbeen orgenized meinly in the interest ol propagende, and
{b) the Heichkommissar's aforemeniloned address was obviously
directed toworde instilling feer in the foreign representa=
tives, by drawing their atteation to demage to  arsaw &s
en example of the capacity of the Cermen elr foree and to

o lesser extent the Cerman 106 snd 150 milimeter guns to
render destraotion.

o, #186 /feer iresident loseicki and the
Wembers of his Government had been interned at various
points in jumanis, direot communication between them wWas
prohibited., This sorved seriously to impede the mechunics
of erranging for President VUosocicki's Covernment's retire-
ment vwith view to settin, up & new Governmont in laris.
Mo, 217 I lesrned suthoritatively thet

yinister beck hed ot once recognized the neocessity of &
governmental ohenge, snd thot he and lrs. leck worked
diligently to faecilitate the matter. In feet, dus to his

being
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being prevented frum leaving iis pluoe of internment,
lirs. ‘eck served ms limson between the resident wnd his
Mnisters., Thus conduoting the negessnry negotiations,

Ko, 218 I later telked with a close friend and

assoolated of Minister eok, who hed juet left him in
fumanie, He seid thet the Minister had earnestly bede
him be loyal te the new Govermment, However, bitterly
opposed the latter might be towards him, he svid he would
not 1lift a finger to obetruct them. In fuet, he recognized
thet support from sll querters behind the nev Govermment

Wwas o metter of vitul necessity,



after the bombardment during the

Ambassedor's residence, VWarsaw,
week of September 24, I939.
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Ho. 1 Reports indicated, previous to the
outbreak of the confliet, and eampaign operations revealed,
following the commencement of hostilities, that the Cerman
plan vis-d-vis Poleond envisaged the lightoing destruction
of the Polish armed forees before the development of an
effeotive threat from the West.

Ho,. 2 It was clear from the outset that Gernany
had pltted against the Folish forces an efficiently organized
modern, and powerful fighting machine. The outstandingly
efficlent co-ordination of air and ground foroe operations
proved highly effedtive in the forward thrusts of Germany's
swift moving campaign. That the conception and execution
of the German plan of campaign were brillisnt, was moreover
demonstrated by events - Cermany had gained complete
domination over Poland in less than a month's time.

Mo, 3 In brief, it may be said that against
Foland the Cerman High Cormand applied their entire "bag
of trieks” in terms of Hlitzkrieg tacties, formerly tried
out and perfected in the military laboratory of the Spanish

olvil war.
Ho, 4 In tracing the suocessful ocourse of
numarous



humerous swift, long-range thrusts of German mechanized
oolumns (wiloh in some cases left far behind them important
bodies of German and Fplish forees in the throes of combat ),
and in reviewing reports deseribing the effeotiveness of
these thrusts, it 1s well to bear in mind the following:

1. Weather oonditions prevalling throughout Foland were
highly favorable for this campaign of swift, long-range
movament .

£+ The comparatively flat terrain in Western Poland and
the parts of Central and Southerm Feland traversed, offered
little if any effective cheok to the advence of thesce columns,

S. The exeeptionally dry weather had so dried up the
rivers that they were reduced in efreotivencss as strategio
barriers,

4. The Polish foroea were inadequately equipped with
anti-tank gune,

5. The Polish forces were quantitatively out-mastered
in the air,

8. The poesibility of German reconnaissence ns well as
bombing planes to shuttle back and forth from East Prussia
to former Austria as well as to Slovekia. This permitted
the discovery of any and all attempts of the Folish troops
either to concentrate or maneuver their forees.

No, § As of comneoted bearing on the military
aspeot, I take ocoasion to draw the reader's attention to
the following modern angle.

No, 6 Professor Dr. Yakimowioz, formerly
professor
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professor in charge of the general oliniec of Viarsaw University,
told me that previous to the outbreak of war, he had received
oonfidential reports through what he gonsidered reliable
channele in the international medioal fraternity, that
Cermany, in its totalitarien war program was prepared to
engage in bacterial as well as other forms of warfare, not
only egainst Poland, but also if subsequently deemed negessary
against Poland's Western Allies., He had brought this to
tha attention of his Government, and while his Government
were distinotly avesse to the employment of any such type
of warfare, they permitted him to proceed with ressarch in
connection therewlith, wit: the view merely (a) to asoertaining
the practical possibilities in this field, and (b) to keeping
up thelr sleeve whatever formula the professor might conceive.
No, 7 Ascordingly, Dr. Yakimowlez hed, after
coneiderable research, worked out a formules which he called
the "baoterial cooktail". This entailed the mixture of
certain suantities of the germs of dissentery, typhus, and
pneumonia, in bouillon in a container about the size of a
emall water glass. This, meocording to the Professor, was
suffiolent to permeate fifty or more gallons of bouillen.
No, 8 This baoterial lotion could be apread
in the adversary's territory by several metiods; (a) it
gould be dispersed on a rainy or misty night by a type of
spray gun over a given objective from an aeroplane, (b)
it oould be dropped from the plane over the villages or

sountryside selected,in small oolored glasa tubes attached
to
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to small parachutes (the tubes must be colored in order to
keep out the light whioh remders the germs ineffective),
or (o) a speoialist in bacterial warfare might be let down
from the plane by parachute - onoe landed he could empty
the contents of the baocterial tubes into artesian wells,
water supply tanks and other vital places,

Ko, § The Professor emphasized that while
daylight tended to diminish the effestiveness of the bacteria,
damp or wet weather at any time weas the most favorable
oondition for spraying bacterial lotion from a plane. He
then went on to say that because villages as a rule depended
mainly upon artesian wells, and in general an open water
syetem, this type of community would serve as the easiest
vietim of baoterial warfare such as above desoribed.
Fortunstely, for both sides in the Polish-German confliet,
this type of warfare was not resorted to.

No, 10 ifter the dose of the oconfliot,

Dr. Yakimowioz informed me that he had imparted the results
of his bacterial research to the head of the Pasteur Institule,
polnting out to the latter that he had reason to belleve that
the Germans were preapred to resort to thils, among other
forms of totalitarian warfare. In response to the remark

of the head of "Fasteur", to the effeot that sueh a thing

was too horrible to contemplate, and that he refused to
entertain such barberie 1deas. Dr. Yakimowioz pointed out
that if and when the Cermans did resort to this type of
warfare, the Premoh and British laboratories would be forced

to oonoeive of some form of retalietion, Noreover, they
would



g

oL (o

waoh

po ®

A

would have to prepare large guantities of serums to fight
the spread of disease thus introduced. Dr. Yakimowlez told
me that he was surprised at the attitude of the Head of
the Pasteur Institute, for he felt that 1t was indicative
of Western Europe's lack of comprehension of the extent

to which thelr adversary was prepared to go under pressure,

No, 11 Cbservation and study of the course
and effect of military tactics provided by the Folish-German
confliet brought to light the following lessons, which in
my opinion might be usefully applied in considering our own
national defense problems.

l. That success in the modern offensive 1s largely
dependent upon complete co-ordination of alr and ground
foree operations.

2+ That succeess in defensive antlion agalnst modern
offensive cperations nesessitates (a) & completely organized
fortified position, (b) adequate equipment essential for
standing off the adversary's air reids. This includes the
integral essential, an air force at least equal to that of
the adversary.

Ho, 12 Superiority or at least equality in
the alr is essentlal to challenge effeotively the adversary's
planes (a) operation in coordination with the efforts of
the troops and mechanized unite in the theater of combat,
and (b) bombing and otherwise harassing various polnts in
the interior of the country.

No, 13 In Poland, during the first sevoral
days, the German sir force made at least a pretense of
limiting its intense aerial bombardments to objectlves of
military interest. The German pilots soon abandoned all

pretense however, and resorted to indiseriminate and large-
soale



large-soale use of incendiary bombs over oities, towns
and villages,

lo, 14 This new phase raised the question
of the neeessity of asdejuate fire prevention and fighting
apparatus and organization, as an essential defemsive Taotor.

No, 18 Most eitles, towns and villages other
than Varsaw, many of them ocomposing industrial, rail and
other communications centers, were short of, and ir many
ceses totally lmcking in anti-aireraft eannom. Poland,
with her mengre supply of this essential equipment was only
able to distribute it sparsely throighout the sountry.

Ho, 18 After witnessing a number of air raids,
I came to the comclusion that in centers where machine
gun batteries composed the only element of defense against
air attacks, the machine gunners would frequently have
proved themselves more effective, had they held their
fire until the planes risked rlying in low, end power diving.
Instead, as in a number of osses I recall the machine
gunnere sterted firing ineffectually at the planes when they
were still out of range, thus exposing thelr positions to
subsequent attack from the planes.

No, 17 Experience through the confliot taught
us that from the standpoint of comparative safety for the
civilian, large oities, provided they were afforded the
moximum requisite in air defense measures, afforded more
seourity tham the smaller towns and villages throughout the
comparatively sparsely defended countryside. In the
latter ocenters, alr defense, as well as bombproof shelters,

were practically non-existent.

Bo. 18
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o, 18 From the reports of liajor Colbern,
Military Attaché, as well as from observations of Polish
offiolal cireles, I sained the impresspion that in seetors
along the battle front where the charactor of fighting
permitted patrolling operations, patrol units would have
derived considerable advantage from the use of sub-machine
guns (the kind frequently employed in the past by "gangstera”
in the United Otates). The lightness and mobility as well
intense volume of fire of this gun wol render the patrol
the meximum ocapacity to cope with surprise attacks of
opposing patrols without diminishing his essential mobility.

No, 19 I furthermore noted with interest that
in General Sosnkowski's defense of Lwow against the eventually
over-powering forces of his adveraary, General Sosnkowskl
brought into use & number of 7,92 mu anti-tank rifles,
georetely developed by tho Polish armement industry previous
to the confliot. The General later told me that this
weapon, Tired from the shoulder, proved effectlive espeoially
against the comparatively thinly-armored German tanks. (The
latter, he sald, were inferior to the tanks Tormerly manu-
faotured in Czechoslovakie).

Ho, 20 Major Colbern observed that during the
recent confliot, the Germans replaged their old 77's with
105 mm guns. These 105's, not mueh heavier than the old
77's, have about the same mobility and fire a heavier
projectile with a range of some £,000 to 5,000 meters greater
than the 77's. In faot, reporta indionted that the 106's

had an effsotive range of about 10,000 meters.
No. 21
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No, 21 Moreover, in their artillery bombardment
of Warsaw, the Germans brought inte play, in addition to
their 105, their 150's whioh, with a range of from some
12,000 to 15,000 meters , proved effective for counter
battery work, and in cases where destructive power was
re uired, However, according to the judgment of my former
Military Attachéd, Major Colbern (who visited Warsaw about
October 20) he believed that notwithstanding the intense
artillery fire, Warsaw suffered less therefrom than from
aerial bombardment.

Ko, 28 Further lessons derived from the
Blitzkries campalgn againet Poland, as well as from reports
on German merial tactics vis=d-vis British and French
naval and commercisl tonmage, raise the following edditional
factors for consideration in conneotion with our own national
defense problmes,

1. A two-power alr foroe of no less than 10,000 first
line planes, this inoludes strateglcally placed alr bases
with underground hangars.

Z.5uffiolent naval aircraft carriers.

3« A two-coast swift, long-range light navy, equipped
with guns of the maximum caliber poasible.

4, A two-ocoast fleet of submarines, mine layers, and
mine sweepers, equipped with the most modern devises.

5. A great guantity of mines stored and ready for immediste
use on both ooasts,

8., Suffiolent tank and meohanized divisiona.

7. Rapld-fire rifles for the infantry, cavalry and
motorized
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motorized troops, and sub-machine guns for patrol units.

8. Suffioient quantity of anti-tank guns, and anti-
tank rifles.

9. Motor transport sufficlent to snable at least the
military forces to be independent of railwayas.

10. inti-aireraft clements: longest poseible range
anti-airoraft oannon nnd heavy machine guns - being
governed as to requisite quantity by realistie ap raisal
of Germany's and Russia's recently manifested interpretation
of military objeotives, as an example of what to rrovide
against in modern totalitarian warfare.

Ho, 23 We as citlzens of the United States
should come to regard this necessity in the light of a
natlional insurance policy and mocept the necessary annusl
military and naval acpropriations as m constant over that
period,

Ho. 24 In arriving at this opinion I have taken
into consideration the following fmotors: If an early
cessation of ourrent Buropean hostilities materializes before
e definite vietory by elther side, then susch a ceseation,
in my opinion, would prove more in the light of a truce,
providing e breathing spell for recuperation and realignment
of forces, than a prelude to durable peace.

Ho, 28 Even 1f however, a definite viotory
were attalned by either side in ourrent hostilities, I
oan foresee little better than a post-war periocd of say,

10 years or more, marked by economic and soeial unrest,
growing
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growing out of shutdowns in war industry and leading
perhaps even to revolutions and counter-revolutioms,
partisularly on the Continent, Besides, another fastor
whieh I do not overlook and whioh may conceivably have

an important bearing on future trends, is that ourrent-day
youth both in Oermany and Russla are born and raised in

an exolusive spartan atmosphere, all trace of the athenian
having been elbowed out by totalitarian leadership.
Congquest in one form or another is the keynote of their
upbringing - they kmow little else. Henoe, with the
mentality of the onooming generations of two major powers
of the world attuned to warlike thought, we, even as
geographically remote as we feel ourselves today, must
take into acoount the possible developments from this
condition over the next fifteen to twenty years.

L B B BN BN BN A
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SFFLEVENT \RY NOTE

No., 1 Since finishing this report I
éncountered the Managing Direotor of one of the most
important imerican interests in Poland who imparted
in strictest confidence what I ooneider of sufficiently
interesting bearing to attach to this report,

Ho, 2 He had evaouated into Germany by
southwest Foland om /ugust 26,(by error I reported his
departure as of August 29) agccompanied by a number of
his staff, pursuant to o telephone conversation with me,

Ho, 3 In two automobiles, he and his stafr
headed for Breslau via back roads. For a distance of
65 kilometers, and as far as they could see on both sides
of the road, they drove through a mass of materiel
consisting of tanks, artillery, airplanes et cetera. In
one field alone, they sounted 151 airplanes. If thia
was the oase on aside roads, my informant assumed that all
main roade and the fields bordering them, leading towards
the Polish frontier, would be equally, if not more, massed
with materiel.

lio. 4 Upon arrival in Breslau, he contacted
e Tew of his aoquaintances amongst the German General Staff,
To his surprise they openly stated that their main and
only concern was whether the Foles would fight. They were
afraid they might not.

NHo., B These end other remarks of my informant's

aoquaintances led him to the definite conelusion that
the
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No, 1 is a matter of interesting background
in regard to the Russo-Oerman Hon-/ggreession ‘greemont, nnd
its impliocationa, I recall Minister Beok's having sald
that there were two times when Hussia beeame dangerous:

{a) when the Russian Oovernment derived e measure of self-
confidence from prosperity throoghout the country in whieh
oase, the Government fult it hod a free hend to engage in
world revolutionary taoties abroad, end (b) when the
Oovernment was on the defensive in relation to the peoples
of Ruseis due to the country's experieneing hard times = in
which case there was a danger of the Government's deolding
thot foreign conquest was necessary to divert the attenticn
of the masses from their internal difficulties.

Ho, & Minister Geok's expert on Hussian affairs
imparted to me that according to Lendn's works and in the
records of the &th International, lioscow had envisaged a
fusso=-German Block eventually under Russlan domination -
that the Mussian's 414 not plan to attack Germsny, but
rather to let the Uestern powers weaken her, then at the
peyohologioal moment Jjump in and liberate the Uerman people
fro= the Nezl regime - deconpose Germany - then Bolshevise her.

o, B A8 fer baok as March 1987, I reocall
havin: reported from Oele, thet informed eclreles there had
gonfidentially disclosed to me that Sh¥ough usually

relichle ohannels they huod received o report to the
following
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following effeot:

Ho., 4 During a conference in London between
Forelign Minister Bden, and Cerman ‘mbassador Herr wvon
iilbbentrop (s'ortly before the laotter's desarture for
ferlin to sign the anti-Comintern Pact) Mr, Eden stated
he had informotion that oonversations had besn taking place
between gertaln Generals of the German and Russian armies
and that thelr disoussione envisaged a military slliance.
‘hile Nr. Eden almitted receipt of the foregoing report, he
omitted reference to the fact that his information also
indioeted that Herr von Ribbentro» was aware of these
oconversations and thelr purpose.

lo, 8 In response to !ir, Pden's question as
to whether his information was correct, Herr von Ribbentrop
reminded lr, Eden that he had undoubtedly been long aware
of the olose relationship betwecn the military oiroles of
Germany and Russia.

Hog 6 Mr. Eden sald yes, but that wos before
Neuramberg, where Herr Hitler had taken occocmsion to attack
Bolshevism,

Bos 7 In response lerr von Ritbentron lamely
offered to try to cscertein further light on Mr. Eden's report.

lio, 8 Mr. Cden then oconoluded by stating that
the British Government would regard with grave oconoern any
such negotiations.

Nos 9 #hile I was unable to oonfirm the

substance of the aforecited report and in that I regarded
thin
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this talk (4if true) and its implicetions one of tho potentisl
pivets of history in the making, I considered it of sufficlent
interest to pass on to the Department for its information
end verification.

Nio, 10 Previous to my arrival in Peland, I
had been informed by a Pplish diplomat whom I ecomsider not
snly extremely we l-informed on his own country's affairs,
but alsoc one of the most nble dinlomats in Hurope, that
Poland due to her geo=political position had to practice
a poliey of "balance-diplomaey” between Germany end Russia.

Hos 11 It was not long after my arrival in
Poland that I found my informent's a praisal of Iglish polioy
to be exmot, (loreover, it wus clear to me that in Polend's
i{nterest Folish foreign policy was direoted towards the
meintainance of correct relations with each of her neighbors
and towards -reventing collaboration between the two - a
prospect which would prove fatal to Foland).

lig, 12 In conneotion with this poliey of
"balance=diplomecy”, I was interested in Minister Deck's
remarks that as far beck as 19386, Fleld Marshel Goering had
proposed to Msrshal ‘migly-Rydz, Polish-German sollaboration
vig-A-vis Russia. Norsover, I was informed by a leading
of ‘ioinl of the Polish Foreign Office, that the period
1955=37 was marked by several further Jerman overtures on
this seors. Indeed, he recalled that on several visits to
perlin during that period German people from the boot blamok

to the intellectusl, greeted him with some direet or indirect
relorence
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reference to eventual FolisheGerman collaboration vise-A=vis
Ruesia. In other words, it had become common talk.

Lo, 13 Morsover, Minister of Finanoe,Ewlatkowski,
told me that as late as January 25=25, 1939, flerr von
fibbentrop, durlng his visit to Jarsaw signifioantly alluded
on several oocaslons to a possible sollaboration between
Peland and Cermany against Russia.

Ho, 14 ‘ppraising Folish=Russian relaticns,

I felt that in spite of the existance of n non-ageression

and a oormercial agreement, there wns a decp sense of
distrust and hatred between these two Ulav nations, lorsover,
I hed my doubts whether if Russia had a chanoe to make a

turn to her own advantage she would stond steadfastly by the
sanotity of these agresments,

Np, 15 i@ for Poland, she represented to my
mind the last western window looking esst and in such light
oould be depended upon to adhere etriotly to her obligations.
To be sure, while Poland manifested no affeotion for Russia =
Polend did her best to maintanin correet relations,

lios 18 Outoide the non-aggression agreament,
Poland was determined to confine her relations exclusively
to the cormerolel aspects in line with her commeroial
agrecmant. OChe wanted no political "truoking” with the Zovieta.

lo, 18 Of related intorest, ‘olish ‘mbassador
to Frence, Luknsiewioz, informed me after my arrival in
Paris following the Folish-Cerman confiiot, that in the first

half of iugust, during a moeting between Aritish and
Frenoch
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Frenoh representatives with Joviet Cormissar for Forelgn
iffairs, M., Molotoff, in Moscow, M. liolotoff had bluntly
remarked that an agreement between the estern powers and
Russia oould be praotioal only if Sritain and France oould
persuade Foland to permit Russian troops to enter loland
iva the Vilno and East GCalielan areas at any time that the
Aursian's deemed such aotion necessary.

No, 17 The British and Iremch representatives
hed replied that this was & matter whieh M. Molotoff should
take up direotly with Foland.

Mo, 18 In response, M. lMolotefl said that
Russia hed only non-aggression and commerolisl agreements with
Polond and that since liritain and Trance were POlond's allies,
they were the proper partiss to put the susation to Poland.

Nos 19 Frenoh Mdnister for Foreign ffairs,
¥, Donnet, had later sounded out /mbaocsndor Lukasiewlez on
the above seore, In response the ‘mbassador had remarked to
Minister Bonmet that the latter was un usstisnably aware of
the answer before putting the juestion., UNoresover, the
‘mbassador had pointed out his opinion that M, Moloteff's
remarks nlong the above lines represented merely a tactical
play. Indeed, while on the one hand, K. Molotoff was
undoubtedly playing for time, on the other hamnd, he had
deliberately posed the one cuestion which might ocause tenslon
between the  estern powers and Foland, The ‘mbassador had

added, morsover, that he would therefore prefer to conslider
that
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that the questlon hed not been broached by idnister BDonnet =
and emphasized that if Franoe pressed the guestion formally,
it would be a mistalke, for such setion might lesd to an

ll round” serious rmisunderstanding.

Ho, 20 The Embassador went on to say to me that
about the same time, Minister HSeck hnd replied along similar
lines to British /mbassador to Poland, ir William Howard
Hennard's soundings on the s bove seore, . mbacsador Lukasiewloz
then told me that fellowing these unfruiltful soundings on
the part of Minister Nonnet and /‘mbassador Hennard, he
personally gained the impression that the Hritish and French
reprezentatives in Moseow rosorted to stalling the issue in
their further conversations with the Joviet authorities,

e, 21 In coneluding his remarks mbassodor
Lukaslewloz told me that about the 19 or 20 of ..ugust,
Minister Bonnet in oonversation with him evinced oconsiderable
optimiam over the prospect of co ing to a deal with Mosoow.
The /mbacsador hed replied frankly that while the reprosenta=-
tive then negotiating in Irance®s behall wase no doubt a
military expert of high standing, nevertheless, the /mbassador
felt 1t would be Aiffioult for the Fronch representative to
gain a olear insight as to what was in the back of the
Russians' mind, in that the French representative was not
familiar with the Russian language, and had been in liosocow
but a short time.

lo, B2 At a later date, Minister Donnet had

adnitted to Ambassador Lukeslewlez that he had been right
as to hie reaotion on this soore.

lios 25
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Mo, 28 I recall having felt that after Poland
had deoided to out its bridges with Germany, it was inolined
to pay insufficient attention to I'olend's relations with
Russia, Moreover, I was inolined to feel that at about that
time the Folish Intelligence Zerviee in Husaia wme not
funotioning up to stendard = had failed to kecp Varsaw fully
apprised of develooments in the maling.

Ho. 24 While I fully understood reland's
relubtance to permit the Red Army to step one foot cato
Polish territory, I cuestiomed in my mind, whether in the
event of n German invasion, Poland might mot be inelined to
socept help from the Devil himself. The thought therefore
ooourred to me that if Poland and Russia could work out a
formula whereby Poland oould attach ‘mssian forees to the
Polish war machine, and whereby the Follsh Governnent were
the sole judge as to the charaeter, extent and timing of
Russian o ssigence, Poland might have held this up her sleeve
ag an effective weapon vise-d-vis Germany.

Hos 25 In the eerly part of iugust, Cormissar
for Foreign Affairs, Potemkin, cume to Jarsow and conferred
Minister Beak. The Minister subsequently imparted to me
his opinion that Mr. Potemkin throughout his eonversation
had shown full comprehension of Polend's position. Meoreover,
Mr. Potemkin had remarked that Poland's attltude towards
Hussia was not as bad as had been widely suspecied,for it
was olear that Poland was not playing ball with Germany. e
added that enlightenment on this score had led towards
greatly facllitating a clearer rolish=Russian understanding.
(I was aware that at thie time, Poland felt that all she

noeded
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noeded from Russia were raw materials and that she entertained
hopes of cobtalning further requirements whonever needed,
within the freme-work of the commeroial agreement).

Ho, 26 After the signing of the ‘nglo=-Fpolish
Aogord, I looked for Fussia to relax in that the ascord
roemoved the posaibility of a Russian-dreaded Folish=German
collaboration vis=-d=-vis Russia., In this light, the \coord
afforded Russia a strategle esdventage in a political sense
and thus allowed her to sit baok and take her time before
making her next move.

do, B7 Following Mareh 31, whereon HLritish
Prime Minlster Chamberlain announced Britain's and T'rance's
nassurance of support to Foland in the event of any actlion
which olearly threatened olish independence, and which
the Polish Covernment socordingly considered 1t vital to
resit”, the British and Pollsh Goverament's "covering note”
of April 6, Herr Hitler reportedly reacted vlolently in
that the completion of the \greement envisaged in this
sovering note, implied a potential two-front confliet, should
Herr Hitler embari on further adventures - a prospeot to
which Germeny was historioally opposed. DBoth Germany and
Bettain shortly thereafter bid vigorously for Mr, Stalin's
hand. Thas Mr, 9talin was afforded the oppomunity to chbose
with whioh side he would throw in his lot, both of waich
powers Mr. Stalin, in my opinion, comsidered imperielistic

Ho. 28 A leading official of the Folish Foreign
Ofrigce informed me that in February his Oovermment had recelved

seoret reports from Berlin indleating that the Uerman
Oovermment
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Uovernment had reached a oonolusion that unless its efforts
to detach the Western powers from Foland succecded, war
was inevitable, It was at this point that agoording to my
informant, Derlin seriously stmted laying the ground work
for » Germen-Russian rapproachment.

No, 20 Again, Polish official circles received
reports in early April whioh indicated that after March a3,
Germany initiated in earnest the conversations whioh were
slgned on August 23 and ratified in loscow on August Sl, 1939,

Ho. 30 There was no logical resson for Mr, Stalin
to back Great Britain whieh he considerod as the personifi-
cation of ecapitalistio imperialism and regarded rightly as
not yet ripe for Communiet rropaganda. (Indeed, Trade
Unionism in England is too healthy and toe politically strong
to admit Bolshevist theories).

Ho, 31 As regards Germeny, there was from
¥r. Stelin's point of view, overy recson to back it,

l. The obvious guine to be aschieved in l'oland.

2. Both systems are based on totalitarisnism and
near=Comrunist ideala,

8. Similarity of ultimsate aimp. Gormany or Hitlerism
eims at world demination by conquest; Stalinism or Communiem
at world domimation by world revolution,.

4. Only ome barrier existed to provent an understanding -
Herr Hitler, profensed anti-Cormunist, was after all just
one mortal man.

8, Germany, as a reaction to Nazi rule, was becoming
internally
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internally ripe for Comrunist propaganda and soolal unrest.

Ho, B& Cooperation with Cermany in conquest
or oceupation of Central and Eastern Furope would bring the
fumsslan ideolegy oloser to Cermany and sap theirs, speed
up internal trouble, li‘uidate Naziism end natural evolution
towards something oloser to Stalinism and less dangerous
for loooow,

lo, 38 In both Germany and Hussia, statesmaenship
had given way to navel experiments in general, based upon
the glorification of the state as n super diety in itself,
upan the suppression of the individual, upon the worship
of one man who regards himself as the exolusive master of
the fate and souls of his people, upon the dooctrine of
one given rece over all othors, and of its consequent right
to bid for world domination - in omses of Germany and
Busela, the objeotive was the same, though the approach to
that end differed at the ocutset.

Ho. 34 Moreover, National Sooclalist totalitarian-
ism 15 in my opinion a general adptation of Bolshevism, as
Communist totalitarisnism entailing a poliey of world
domination by means of socianl revolution, in the nams of
Internationalism, Nationist Socialism is o near-Communistio
totalitarianism, entailing a policy of world dominatiom
through conguest primarily in the name of militarized
Nationalist Scolallsm.

lo, 35 In assessing the real strength of the

Natlional Soolalist Doetrin it is well to bear in mind that
while
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while declaring o ruthless orusade against Communism to
destroy the Communist Farty in Germany, Herr Hitler borrowed
Some of the most charsoteristio axioms of Communian for his
State Totalitarian and Soolal program. The explanation of

this phenomenon rests in the faot that in Germany, diotator=

ship was inetituted ns the direot result of growing scoial
unrest,

Lo, 3¢

Jhortly after Herr l[itler came to

power in Germany there was a bresk in cordial relations
between Mosoow and nerlin,

This was brought about by the
necessity of ideologlonl shadow=-boxing: ferlin's so-onlled

anti-Bolshevist erusade, and loscow's so-called anti-rasoist
line=-up. ‘hen however, ideological tactics wore no longzer
useful there was a natural tendency on the part both of
"National Holsehvism" of Germany and "Holshevist Nationalism®
of Sovlet Rus-la, to come oloser together = both are

opponed to the so=-galled capltalist democrancios.

Ho, 37 Russia's participation in the Juropean
confliet substantially sugmented tho complexities of the

sopope of the war,
o, 38 The implications of German-Nussian
g9ollaboration are far reaching.
1. In the current stege = for lurope.

B4 In & loter stage - for /oia and possibly for the
world at large unless broken up bufore ‘t gained momentum.
Ho, 39

Herr Hitler and ir. Stalin might be
expeoted to collaborate agrinst the rest of soolety whioh

upholds
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upholds the prinmeiples of human freedom and the rule of
right over night, so long as it suited the interest of one
or the other, ./t the same time, however, like two gnngstery,
they might attempt to "do cach other” at every turn and
porhops even work suboersively towards the other's downfall.

Ho. 40 With ideoclogies now so to speak "out
of the window" and with the 1id off "power polities”,
western civilization finds itself faced with an unlimited
menace in the combination of imponderable sinlster
imperinlistiec Toroces.

No, 41 Seen from the Varsaw sngle the Tollowing
pbservations stand out as important bearing cn what eventually
developed into o Russo=German FPaot of Non-.ggression.

Ho, 42 I recall that during the formative
period of the anti-aggression front, all aigns indleated
that Moscow, was deliberately giving ensouragement to fritain,
Franoe, Turkey, "oland fumanis and other links in the anti-
aggression chain., During the course of loscow's encouragement
to these powers, I gained the impression thet lMoscow discerned
gigzns of comoern im Berlin over growing reslstance abroad,
whioh Herr Mitler chose to lable "encirolement"”.

lop, 43 At about this Junoture, my interest
was engnged by what I considered the significant implicatlions
of remnrks on the part of Russian ‘mbassador to Poland,
Charanov. He inferred that Russia was mot going to persit
itself to booome an instrument of Hritish poliey, whereby so
frecuently in the past, Britain had looked to others to

right
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fight her battles for her. These recarks indicated to me
that Moseow wns still making up its mind as to which side
to choose,

o, 44 Later, lioscow offered Derlin a
Non-iggression igreoement. .t the time, I interpreted thls
a8 a move aimed among other famotors at boosting Derlin's
gonfidence in the face of inecreasing resistance from abroad.
Voreover, aside from whatever subtle dosigns in behalf of
Soviet imperialism Jtalin might have envisaged, he undoubtedly
hed in mind laying the groundwork for world revolutlon.

Nos 45 Henoe, I felt that while Moscow had on
the one hand lent its encouragement towards bullding up
resistance against Germeny, on the other hand, Moseow had
deliberately taken steps to relieve Jerlin of the worry of
a Mussian attack in the Zast by agreeing to conolude a
Non-/ggression ‘gre.ment, ‘s observed in my previous writings,
Mosocow's machinations smocked of a deliberate attempt to
foment a European confliot.

lo, 46 In line with this thought, Mosoow
ratified the Non-\ggresoion ‘greement on the night of
sugust 31, and Cermany attacked loland between 4 and 5 o'olook
the following morning, September 1, indicating to my mind,
that ratification had served :s the final feetor which
releoagedl the German forces agninst Foland.

No, 47 Heports Just subsequent to the satry
of Russian foroes into roland indicate (a) that Cerman

military observers had accompanied the former, and (b) that the
Cerman
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German observers upon thelr return to Berlin pointed out
that judging by organization and performance of the Russlans
on this cocasion, Germany oould orush the Russian military
establishment at any time it deoided to do so. These reports
might poseibly lead Herr Hitler to believe he could afford
to permit Fussian forces to engage in a westward thrust,
feoling he ocould arrest the thrust whenever he chose. Onoe
Herr Hitler gnined such an impression, he might let the
Rusalans lunge westward with a view to "bringing home” the
Bolshevik menage, in the minds of western Hurope, feeling
at the sume time, that if he thus suooceeded in sulfficlently
frightening the estern powers, he might elther enlist thelr
aotive assistanca towards ohecking the Russians, or at least
gount on their neutrality while he turned against Russia.

Ho, 48 If he faniled however, in his efforts to
frighten the /(sgtern powers with the Dolsehvik "bogey",
and/or with the implications of a (erman Russian Faet, either
into = oompromise peace or into giving him a free hand in the
East, he might conceivably embark upem e set plan for Jjoint
sotion with Russia, to break up the British end perhaps even
the French Empires.

Ho. 49 By that time, Rusels might request, and
Herr Hitler might be glad to aecord her, technical assistance
towords reorganizing Russie's military and soconomie foroes.
This process might involve a period of ss much as two years,
during which time Herr Hitler might attempt to freeze the
Hmfmiﬂuihﬂippﬂthimmwlnh shape.

Ho. 50 A rn?boutbl- joint sotion between
Germany
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Germany and fussia, it might in a preliminary stage involve
in terms of Mussian espirations, a diversion thrust against
Oritein via Seendinavias, with a view to gaining submarine

and aviation bases, from whieh to hold the major portion

of the Hritish fleet in the North Sea ani liome waters to
cover a Russien move=--vie-d-vis possibly India, Turkey, and
perhape Iran. In this conneetion, I was aware that between
65 and 70 pereent of Rusaian agriculture is on a motorized
basis, and that an air or naval attack from the Hlack fea
or effeotive air attacks from Iran vis-d-vis Bathwm or Raku,
might paralyse Ruseia's eocnomic as well as military structure.
Aecordingly it is mot inconoelivable that with a view to
proteoting her oil bases, a campeign ageinst Iran may later
figure in Russia's military plans.

No, 51 I feel that when Herr llitler authorized

Herr von Ribbentrop to sign the Cermen-Russian Pact on
Jugust 25, he was willing to pay & high price for Russia's
neutrality, and an even higher priee for Russia's support,
should he subsequently require it. Herr litler's plans
previous to the outbresk of the Polish-German confliot,
agoording to all indications, had emvisaged a swift "blitziabg"
vietory over Foland, with subsequent vigorous efforts towards
bringing about a pesce with the Vestern powara, Towards
this end, he had probably hoped (u) to neutralime Russla
during his "blitzkrieg" vis-d-vis Poland, and (b) subsequently
intimidate the 'iestern powers by the impliocrtions of a
Oerman=-Russian Paot. In other words, he hoped to make the
Bolshevik "bogey” and its implied joint motion with Hazilam
serve
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serve he a pressuring instrument vis-A-vis Oritain and
France, in sn effort to make them more responsive to poanoce
proposals in the western thoater.

Ho,58 Failing in these efforts, Herr iitler
might conoeivably enter into a joint program with lr. Stalin,
envisaging the redrawing of the map of Iurope.

Ho. 83 During the period of Herr litler's
efforts however, to free himselr of a conflict in the Jest,

I should look for him to put the wheels of his "propaganda
moohinery” in motiom towards subtly bullding up the
Bolshevik "bogey" and pleturing it as the *world's mennoe
No. 1%

lio, 54 In this conneotion, Herr liitler would
probably work on the neutrals. Moreover, he might poesibly
enocourage Italy, (the sole member of the ixis fres to express
openly its consistent dread of the Dolsehvilk dootrine] to
lsunch a propeganda campaign aimed at pleying up Bolsheviam
a8 Furope's peramount denger. Indeed, were Iignor Mussolind
to pereeive anywhere along the line, that the estern powers
were gaining superiority over Cermany, it is not inconcelivable
that Signor Mussolini fearing Herr Hitler's fall might spell
his own undeing, and therefore hoping to keep the Hazi rogime
intaot, might spare no effort inm steging a progagands
»play-up” along the above lines.

Mo, 5B The foregoing observations are all
based upon the assumption that Britain and France do not

gontemplate initlating offensive sotion, due malnly to
the
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the desire first to mequire equlity if not superiority

in the air. If aetion by Germany and/or RMussia should in

the meantime prompt the ‘estern powers to teke the initiative
this of course, might ohange the whole pioture,

Ho, 56 It is moreover, not inconceivable
that the "olish-German oonflict represented only one of
several episodes in the ourrent war.

No, 57 Should the scare metheds of Herr !iltler
and the political pressure of the "pence-at-any-price”
elements in Western Hurcpe fall towards giving Herr Ilitler
a free hand in the Zust, by say March,I should be inolined
te look for present hostilities to endure for a minimum

of two years.
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