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THE SECRETARY 50
March 15, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Enclosing draft fnlagram to
Marshal Stalin concerning vielit
of Orlemangki and Lange,

With reference to our conversation
at noon today I enclose copies of the
memoranda submitted by Mr, Stettinius on
March 8, Is it all right for ue to send
thls message out to Marshal Stalin?

&M



COPY:8:ARK (Zl ’“fﬁ
WK

-
Subject: Encloeing draft telegram tc Marshal Stalin
goncerning vieit of Orlemanski and Lange.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The attached telegram for Marsghal Btalin regarding
the vieit to the Soviet Union of Father Orlemanski and
Dr. Lange has been redrafted in accordance with your
directicons.

If it now meets with your approval we will send 1t

to Ambassador Harriman for delivery.

Enclosure!

Draft telegram
to 8talin,
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g NO DISTRIBUTION
AMEMBASSY,
MOSCOW,

Beoret for the Ambassador,

Please transmit to Marghal 8talin the following
gecret and personal message from the Presldent:

QUOTE PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM THE PRESIDENT TO
MARSHAL STALIN:

In accordance with your suggestion Dr, Lange and
Father Orlemanski will be glven paseporte in order to
accept your invitation to proceed to the Soviet Union,
Due, however, to military movements our transportation
facilities are greatly overcrowded at the present time,
and transportation, therefore, from the United States
to the Soviet Union will have to be furnished by Soviet
facilities, I know you will realize that Dr, Lange and
Father Orlemanski are proceeding in their individual
capacity as private citizens and this Government can
assume no responsibility whatscever for their activities
or viewe, and should their trip become the subject of
public comment 1t might be necessary for thls Govern-

ment to make this point clear,
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= March 8, 1944
MEMORANDUX FOR THE RRESIDENT
Subjectt Enolosing draft tel to Marshal 8talin

econserning visit of emanski and Lange.

The attached telegram for Marshal Stalin regarding
the visit to the Soviet Uniom of Father Orlemanski and
Dr. Lange has besn redrafted in accordance with your
directions.

If 1t now meets with your approval we will send it
to Ambassador Harrimsn for delivery.

¢dward R. Stettiniusy JrJ

Enolosure:
Draft telegram

to Stalin. £
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Sscret for the Ambassador.

Please transmit to Marshal Stelin the following
seoret and personal message from the Pregident:

GUOTE PERSONAL AND SECRET FRON THE PRESIDENT TO
MARSHAL STALIN:

In socordanee with your suggestion Dr, Lange aad
Father Orlemanski will be given passperts im order to
seeept your invitation to proesed to the Soviet Unien.
Lfus, however, %o military movements owr transportstion
faollities are greatly overcrowded at the present time,
end transportation, therefore, from the United States
to the Soviet Union will have o be furalshed by Soviet
faollities. I knmow you will realize that Dr. Lange and
Father Orlemanski are procecding in their individual
capacity as private eitiszens and this Government ocan
Sssune no respoisibility whatsoever for their aetivities
or views, and should Sheir trip become the subjest of

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy !/ .5t of the U.5.,

By ¥. J. Stewart Date__FEB L. 9id
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public comment it might be neceseary for this Sovermment
to make this point elear,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON PLVRNLE S
March 8, 394/, —
Eﬂmﬂ“
o R 8
MEMORANDIOM FOR THE PRESTIENT T gmmeet

oy e
Subject: larshnl Stalin's inouime concern -7, '\ A\
Px. lange and Fother Urlemangti, kel

The request of Harshal Stalin that Dr. lange and Father Orle-
manski be permitted to go to Moscow for the purpose of discussing
with a group of Poles in Moscow the future Covernment ef Poland
ralses a very serious question,

These two men represent & specific and heavily slanted view on
the Polish-Soviet guestion which is not shared by Anerican citizens
of Polish descent nor by American jublic opinion as a whole.

If they go to the Soviet Union with the tacit consent and asgist-
anca of this Government, we may become d irectly involved in the dig—
pute between the Polich and the Soviet Governments. Their visit will
be widely interpreted ss the Tirst etep in the abandonment by this
Government of the Polish Government-in-exils, In addition, inasmuch
as we recognize the Polish Government-in-exile as the legal Government
of Poland, it is possible that their activities in Moscow would bring
them within the purview of the Logan Aect which prohibits American
eitizens from having any dealings with a foreign government or agents
thereof "o defeat the mensures of the Government of the United Stateg®,

On the other hand, it may be undesirable, i’ not impossible te
refuse these two American eitizens nermigsion to sccent the invita-
tion tendered by the Soviet Government,

If they go, some form of public statement on our part oay be
neceseary, making it clear that they are Proceeding as private citi-
zens with no connection vwhatscever with the Government of the United
ctates. I bolieve, thercfore, that 1t would be desirable for you to
inform Mershal Stalin of the poesible necessity for such a statement,
and I attach for your consideration a draft eable to him,

A ﬁﬁ{’;ﬂ %’“‘ ﬂﬁ’/’ ﬂ uimm EB 14 1972
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A photostat copy, sent up
from the Undereecretary's
office is recorded as

4/26

7600,61/2243%.
This ribbon copy should be
returned to the te House,
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With reference to the instruotions which you gave
Mr. Btettinius on March 8 that passports should be issued
to Professor Oscar lLange and the Reverend Stanislaw
Orlemanski in order that they might proceed to the Soviet
Union, a pas rt 1s now belng lssu to Professor Lange,
and one will be lssued to Reverend Orlemangki as soon as
he completes his appliocation.

In order that there may be no misunderstanding as to
the conditions under which passports are being issued to
these men particularly in view of possible repercussions
which may arise under the "lLogan Act", it ie proposed to
inform them at the time the passports are lssued that
they must oclearly understand that in proceeding to the
Boviet Union they are acting in their own individual
oapacity and that this Government can take no responsi-
bility for their aotions.

Should their trip become the subjeot of public com-
ment it is proposed to issue the following explanatory
statement!

The Reverend Stanislaw Orlemanski and
Professor Oscar Lange are prooeeding to the
Boviet Union on the invitation of the Boviet
Government. They are making thie trip as
private American citizens acting in their
own individual n:gnuitr. They have no offi-
eial status and therefore are not in any
gsense representatives or spokesmen of the
United States CGovernment.

@bl
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Subjeot: ﬁ::::.ﬂ I:-:::tlﬁoml to lu'lhﬂ 1:2“
The attached telegram for Marshal Stalin regarding
the visit to the Soviet Union of Pather Orlemanski and
br, hu.lllilﬂﬂlrlrtﬂhllﬂrﬁlllﬂﬂm
directions.
If 1% now meets with your approval nnn send 1%
to “Illll‘ll' Harriman for delivery.

Kdward R. Stettiniusy ¥,

Enelosure:

Draft telegram
to Btalin.

o



Secret for the Ambassader.

Please tranemit to Marshal Stalin the following
nnuutlnllunuullluunu-lr.lthllﬂnun:h

QUOTE PERSONAL AND SECRET PROM THE PRESIDENT TO
MARSHAL STALIN:

hlnunﬂhuntidﬂl:uurilnpmulllr.L-plul
lwuurihﬂ-uuti-drlh.|nvnl:WNHHIMIIllni.rt-
agceept your imvitatiom %o proceed to the Boviet Union.
Due, however, to military movements our transpertation
fagilities are greatly overcrowded at the present time,
and transportation, therefore, from the United Btates
hmmmmmxmhhmnunlwut
faoilities. I kmow you will reslize that Dr. Lange and
num_mﬂmumuwm
eapacity as private eitizens and this Government can
li-lIlmuluuﬂnaﬂwlﬁdumnirﬂ-'ﬂunrqdunﬂunl
lriwnulllll-nllimh-hﬂpln--lm--du-mlir

DECLASSIIIED
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public comment it might be ascessary for this Government
to mske this point elear.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
March 23, 1944
MEMO FOR MISS GHACE TULLY
With reference to our
telephone conversatlon of yester-

day, I am enclosing a copy of
the memorands referred to.

i K



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 22, 1944

MEMURANDUS FOR THE PHESIUDENT:

Mrs. Bhipley tells me that these
people must apply for visas from the
Russien Embassy anc then apply for their
passports. BSo far, they have not applied
for passports.

Mrs. Shipley tells me that these
two gentlemen are connected with a
pro-Soviet League here and she asks us
not to commit ourselves about the pass-
port becuuse there maybe some objection
from 0.5.5.

GGT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Feb, 22, 1944,
MEMO FOR GRACE:

The President said Fo call
up Mre. Shipley and ask if there is
any reason why we should not give
viaas to these people to go to Russia

for a visit and to let me know.

4ajb



Orlemansky, Prior of the Holy Mother Church in Springfield,
Massachusetts. He 1s the President of the League of Kostushko,
Detroit, Miehigan.

Oscar Lange, Professor of the Chiecago and Columbia Universities.
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WASHINGTON |

S=2d=ddy
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Attached is & secret memorandum
regarding the statements of Father
Orlemanski. It was sent by Mr. Gray to
ma hy direction of Secretary Hull, as
of possible interest to you.

Qo

E.M.b.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 31, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SBECRETARY OF ETATE

This is extremely interesting.
What would you think of elther you
or myself sending for Orlemanskil
and seeing him "off the record"?

F. D. R.

I'
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
THE SECRETARY
May 30, 1944
MEMOHANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON

As of interest, I enclose

in single copy & further memoran-
dum of conversstion batween

Mr. Poocle and Father Orlemanski.

Wia
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REVEREND STANISLAUS ORLEMANSKI
KEW YORK CITY, 27 May 1944

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH THE Xch

Father Orlemanski called cm me in New York this morning, 27 May. The
visit was entirely em his imitistive, Though his volce was husky and he
showed vestiges of mental fatigue, he seemed much more rested and reposed
in spirit than when I talked with him at Springfield 16 May.

Having just read a condoning and rather sanguine editerial em Father
Orlemanski's trip im the 2 June issue of the well-kmown Catholic weekly,
Compopwegl, I handed it to him and remarked that he appeared to have
achieved a success om the church side and that this was beginning to be
recognized. He expressed, in answer, particular gratificatien over twe
cordial messages of congratulation which had reached him from the entourage
of Archbishop Spellman and went om to say that he had received to date
between three and four thousand letters and telegrams. These had come [
from all over the country but especially from the West and Southwest, All
but "three or four -- and those anonymous®™ were commendatory, They came
from both Catholie and mon-Catholis cireles; he had noticed a particularly
large nmber from Protestant olergymen. The messages were still coming in,
When there was time he intended to sort them all out by reglom of origim
and status of writer.

Turning to what he calls the political side of his missiom, Father
Orlemanski then told me he felt the time had come for him to make a public
statement, Professor Lange would be back scom, he remarked, and might be
saying all sorts of things. Then there was this big Polish congress abeut
to begin im Buffale. Therefore, Father Orlemanski continued, he had drafted
a public statement and wished te show it to me.

DECLASSIFIED

Btate Dept. Letter, ;Fltg L4 =IA

By J. Bchauble Date gy




I answered that I must make it at once clear that whether or not »
Father Orlemanski should ecarry out his idea of a public statement was
& decision for him alone and I could have no part im it. Above all, I
said, I would not do or say anything to interfere with his full right as
an American citiszem to make any public statement he wished.

When Father Orlemamski replied that he fully understood that but
would still be grateful for any help I could give him, I said that I
could only point out that, as the public had just learned from Prime
Minjster Churchill, the Polish-Russian problem was under very active com-
sideration., I called particular attention to Churchill's assertiem that
"things are not so bad as they may appear on the surface between Russia
and Poland." That statement, I pointed out to Father Orlemanski, fitted
in with the story he bhad himself trought beck.

Naturally, I answered to an inquiry om his part, I had made a record
of what he (Orlemanski) had related to me in Springfield om 16 May. "It
was not thrown in the waste basket?™ he asked. "No, indeed,” I replied.

Flainly the Polish-Russian situation was complicated, I continued,
and in an active state, and if he was going to make a public statement,
I was sure he would agree that it ought to be a carefully considered state-
ment., That was just it, he said. He had a statement in his pocket which
he had written out, and he really needed some advice and he would be most
gratified if I would loock at it. I said I would on the understanding that
the entire responsibility remained with him,

A photestatic copy is attached of the draft whish Father Orlemanskd

handed to me, Fpnlnoﬂuigm““ I said that there was only ome

State r, 1-11-72

By J. Behauble Date 1-'3":”')'
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point upom which it might be in order for me to comment, He had ate-
tributed to Stalim the statement that the Curson line had been Fimposed®
on him, I thought that might simply make some pecple mad, Father
Orlemanski thereupem inked out the sentence, as will be seem in the
photostat, The inked out sentence had read: "That line was impesed om
us,*

Father Orlemanski wished to emphasisze, however, that that exactly
was what Stalin had said. Stalis got good and mad, Orlemanski recalled,
when he talked about it. Stalin said he was told at Teheran, according
to Orlemanski, that the Curzom line should be the eastern boundary of
Poland and Germany should not be divided up. That seemed to Stalin pretty
hard on Poland, left with just that much territory., Stalim had imsisted
mﬂhummtinhmnﬂmthmhmmnnmtuh
"a Polish-Russian beundary,"”

Father Orlemanski then volumteered some remarks upon the idea, which
be attributes te Stalim, of including some representative Polish-Americans
in a provisional Polish government. Of course he knew this could not be
deme, he said. Americam citizens could net be members of a foreign
govermment, S5till he thought it right to let the American pecple lmow
that Stalim had made the suggestion. It showed how anxious Stalin was te
have the suppert of American publie opimiem.

hﬁuﬂrlminntuhtmuﬂurhhmmlpuuﬂul
views, This was a time of mase movements, he ocbserved. He could mot
blame individuals for amything. There were mass movements everywhere. Im

the United States we had had a peaceful revolutiom under Reosevelt. Im

DECT ACSTRIRD
Btat e, 11178

By J. Bchauble Bute, FEB 14 1972
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Bussis they had to have a bloody revolutiom, They had to have a big war
to have their revelution in Germany,

It was "oliques™ that got things wrong. He enlarged again om the
machinations of the "Polish cligue™ in the United States. He strongly
condemned the attitude and condust of most of the Catholie hisrarchy im
matters other than religious,

It was Roosevelt who understood things and sould get them straightened
out, he continued, He (Orlemanski) had always been a Republican but he
was all for Roosevelt now. Roosevelt must be reelected, and he (Orlemansiki)
thought he had already helped a lot by getting the religlous questiom out
of the way im relations with Russia, He wanted to help too om the political
side of the Russisn-Polish preblem.

He had chosen to go to Russis without his Bishop's permission because
he wanted to relieve the Bishop of respomsibility. "I might come beck a
man or & goat," he said, "but I came back a man.” Now, he said, with the
same thought im mind he was considering the issuance of a public statement
without comsulting the Bishep. The letter of apelogy he had written the
Eishop when the Bishop removed his suspension related only to church matters
and did not curtail his freedem in political matters.

At this point I had to sk Father Orlemanski to sit a while im an
adjoining room while I did some urgent telephoning, That was fine, he said;
he wanted to study further the draft of his proposed statement, When I
rejoined him in about half am hour he said he was mot se sure that he ought
to make any statement just now, Perhaps it would be better in about a

e g
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month, Then it might be better after all to comsult the Eishop im
advance,

He hadn't seen the Bishop face to face since his return from Russia.
The parish had just bought a fine mew bell, It would soon be hung im
the church belfry, Maybe the Bishop would come and bless it and them
everything would be fine again,

Father Orlemanski left feeling a manifest uncertaimty about the
public statement, If whem he got back to Springfield, he eaid, he de-
cided to give it out after all, the AP and UP and INS were just as avail-
able thers through the local newspaper offices as they were any place else,

"But," he gave me as a parting injunctien, "be sure to tell the Big
Fellow down in Washington that Stalin wants to work things ocut; it's Just
that he's awfully suspicious -- suspicieus of nearly everybody. He likes
Roogevelt though,"

]

DeWitt C, Foole

27 May 1944
DECLASHIFIEL
Btate Dept Letter, 1-11-72

By 3. schaubie Dute_ERR, 14 WIE
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S "ohsarve geed faith and justies teward all nations,Bething is neie
essential than that permanent,inveterate antipathies against particular
natiens and passienate attachments fer ethers sheuld be exeluded,and that
in plase of them just and amicable feelings teward all sheuld be cultivated,.®
Geerge 'I'llll-n‘ﬁl in his Farewell Address, :

The shuroh.The chureh questien is & clesed Book with me.The histerie
document signed by Marshall stalin was defivered by me to the higher shurch
autherities for nultu_ltl-n.

The Pelish gquestien, g

I.The government.Marshall Stalin expressed his believe and cenvictien
that many members in the Polish governmentein-exile weuld Be very useful

and helpful te Peland.BStalin s ides is te form a new temporary Pelish

gevermment whioh would include the Pelish Patricots in Mescew,members of the

Polish govermnment in Lendon and Americans ef Pelish descent from the United

Btates.The follewing statement came as & surprise to me,Baid Btalini®I knew

that you want & democratic Poland accoerding te your Amerioan pattern.¥e can

hely you selve this preblem.Upon your return to the United Btates,will yeu

Please,pick a committee from the Americans of Polish extractiem and have

them come te Moscow to jein the new temperary Polish government.Haring

suppert of your govermment and the Ameriocan people,l am sure that your wishes
will be realized,.You will have a strong,independent and democratic Poland, ®

Te this I replied:®"Marshall Btalin,I ocame as a private ocitizen and not as an

autherized official to discuss,agree or sign agreements.This I must leave

with my government and the American pecple for discussien and settlement,®
2.Boundaries,*The Curson Line is net & Ruseian Line, eetumieD-

PN .¥hat we want is a Russian-Polish Line."Continued Btalin,I am

now repeating what wae said and passing this informatien to my government

and the Amerisan people.It is up to the new Polish and allied goveroments

te define and establish this new Russian-Poléh Line,

*In the West.The Western boundaries of Poland will e determined by

Poland herself.l will sincerely cooperate and support Poland to get what



00 Saats n the Vest,®

¥any representatives frem the United Bates visited the Pelish
§evernment in Londen bringing us first hand infermatien .0n the ether hand,
I %elieve that I,as an American eitizen of Pelish descent,sheuld have had
the same privilege and oppertunity te visit the Pelish Patriets in Mescew
and te Yring te the American peeple first hand infermatien cencerning the

w5 o

ether side of the stery,
As af leyal Ameriocan,! will shertly pay my respect to the President
of the United “tates and the Becretary of Rate,

Rev.8.0rlemanski
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT June 2, 1044

I am very dubious as to the advigability of asking
Father Orlemanski to come to Washington for the purpose
of an _off-the-record conversation with you or even with
me. If I thought thet any such conversations would be
at all helpful in connection with the Poligh-Soviet dls-
pute, the very real risk of undesirable publiclity would
be worth running. However, a careful exsmination of
Father Orlemanski's talks with the official of 088, to
which you refer, does not reveal any real departure from
the position of the Soviet Government concerning which
we have been fully informed through official channels,

As you know we have been subjected to some criticiem
from Polish-American and Catholiec circles for having per-
mitted Father Orlemanski to go to Moscow at all in order
to mix in the Polish-Soviet dispute, and Judging from his
actions eince hls return it is almost certain that a visit
to you would not be kept secret. Aside from the natural
interest of talking to Orlemanski about hig experiences in
Rugeia, I believe we have received all the information
which he brought back with him, Unless we were prepared
to act on the somewhat vague indications of a elightly
modified Soviet attitude towards Poland contained in
Father Orlemanski's account of hise dlscussione -- which
would immediately involve this Government in an attempt
to settle the merits of the Polish-Soviet diepute which
I am sure you will agree is highly undesirable -- the
only result of your sending for Orlemanski would probably
be a good deal of unfortunate publicity.

Should Father Orlemanski come to Washington and call

at the Department I would of course see that he is received
by the appropriate officials.

_ . o)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 15, 19

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

Professor Oscar Lange telephoned

Ur. Early requesting an appointment in order
to present to him a report on his trip to

Russia.
of the

After checking with Mr. C. E. Bohlen
State Department, it was decided that

I should receive hin and accept his report
along the lines set forth in my Juns 15th
letter to the Professor,

of the
to the

I find that the report is a copy
report which Professor Lange delivered
Secretary of State through Yr. Stettinius,

The Professor seemed hapny at being received

in the

White House, and T think that this will

close the matter., T have notified Lr, Bohlen

of the

contents of the report left with me,

T. D. .




June 15, 1944

Dear Professor Lange!

This will scknowledge receipt from
you of a eopy of the Report on your recent wvisit
to Russia, the original of which has been sub-
mitted to the Seoretary of State, through the
Under Secretary of State, Mr. Stettinius,

As you state in your covering memorandum
to the President, this Report is submitted on
your own initistive, and in your capacity as a
private american eitisen who is anxious to pre-
pent his views on his own visit to mssia.

Very sincerely yours,

THOMAS D. BLAKE
Assistant to MR. EARLY

Professor Oscar Lange,
Department of Eoonomies,
University of Chioago,
Chieago, Illinois,




The mnivetsin of Chicago

Bepartment of Economics
CHICAGO 37, ILLINUIS

June 12, 1944

The Presldent
The White House
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr, Presldent:

I take the liberty of enclosing
a copy of & report which I have submitted to
the Secretary of State.

The report concerns my trip to
the U.8.5.,R., during which I visited the Union
of Polish Patriots and the Polish Army.

I am submitting this report on
my own 1lnitlative,

Most respectfully,

0 v ‘ﬂmy‘_
Oscar Lange
OL:J

Enclosurs



MAY 17. CONFERENCE WITH MARSHAL STALIN AND MR, MOLOTOV.
Length, 2 hours, 20 minutes. Language, Russian. Alse present,
Mr. Pavlev, who took notea of the econversation.

Marshal Stalin started by asking me my impressions of the

Polish army. I told him what I had seen and heard, and observed that
the 1deas of the soldiers and offlgers were more radlcal than these
of the members of the Union of Felish Patricts. I polinted out that
whereas the overwhelming majority of the soldlers are for nationalil-
gation of blg industries and banking, the Unlon of Polish Patriots
holds back on this point. I mentioned that, in partiecular, the Polish
Communists are now the right wing of the Unlon of Fellish Patriots
(as eompared with the Socialists and the Peasant Party), and that
they objeet to the demand for nationallzation of bilg industries be-
cause they think this would undermine national unity. Stalin smiled
and sald, "That's because I've bawled them out.®™ He added that he 1s
very gratiflied to know that there 1s consliderable demand for natlon-
alization of big industries, and that he thinka that 1s very bensfi-
elal because 1t will serve to strengthen the power of the Polish
govermment by providing 1% with a source of insome Iindependent of
taxation. If the Polish people want to natlonalize their bilg indus-
tries, its their business, but the Soviet Unlon refuses to put any

ssure in this direction; on the contrary, it will lean backward.

observed that I had the impreassion that he underestimstes the radi-
caliam of the Polish people, and that the soclal composition of the
Pollsh army in the U.3.8.R. 18 not representative. It conaslats
largely of government settlers and wealthler peasants., Onece Poland
is liberated, the Folish werking class and the landless proletariat
as well as the poorer peasants wlll become vocal. Stalin replied
that he thinks the German occupation has destroyed class lines, par-
tlicularly between poor and wealthy peasanta, The reactlion of the
different social strata will be rather uniform.

I pointed out that the soldiers 1n the Feolish complain
very bitterly about the condition of thelr relatives in the interior
of the Soviet Union. I told him that I consider the dissatisfaction
to be reaching a orlsis, unless something 1s dones. Stalin replied
that he 12 well aware of 1t, but there i1s a war on and that the con-
ditlon of the Polish population is no worse than that of the Soviet
peocple in similer walks of 1life. I told him that I knew this and
fully appreciate the difficulties of the situation, but there are
certain specisl hardships to which the Poles are subject because they
are refugees or deportees with ne roots among the population. I
pointed out further that even if some special privileges should be
ereated for the Poles, this would be in the interest of the Soviet
Union. When the Trefugees and deportees return te Poland, they will
tell stdrles of thelr treatment 1n the Sovlet Union, and these tales
will be & potent factor in shaping Folish publlie opinion with regard
to the Sovliets. If these storles will be entirely of deprivations
and sufferings, the Polish publie will think of the Soviet Union very
adversely. Strong measures on behalf of the Peollsh population taken
new will ereate a much more favorable attltude. Stalin sald that
this was true, and fortunately now the economic situatlon in the
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Sov iet Union 1is improving rapldly and special measure may be taken.
(The next day Stalin called in Wanda Wasilewska, told her that 1in
view of the improving economie situation, improvement im the situa-
tion of the Poles ia possible, and that the Union of Polish Patrlots
should prepare plans for improvement and submit them to the Soviet
government, )

We returned to the question of Poland. Stalin saild that
he wants Poland as an ally, and therefore 1is interested that Poland
be strong both internally and externally. He 1is ready to help the
Poles build an Army, and he wants to contribute with arme and equipe
ment for 1,000,000 men, It is by ne means the intention of the Sovist
government to foree Poland into the position of a small and weak
buffer state. On the contrary, after the defeat of Germany, Poland
will play a leading role in Europe. I asked whether he did neot gon-
slder that the territorial demand of the Union eof Polish Patriots
with regard to Germany is exaggerated. I observed that even the de-
mand for Esst Prussias has eonsiderable opposition in American and
British public opinion, but that I think the German nation will
swallow the loss of East Prussias and Upper Silesia. The demands of
the Union of Polish Patriots, however, ge much farther and there
might be some reason to fear that if granted, they would hurt German
national feeling so deeply as to perpetuate German desires for re-
venge and make Impossible the absorption of Germany into a new
Buropean order. Stalin answered that he-did not care. There ars two
possibilities: either the peace will be such that 1t will ereate neo
desire for German revenge, or 1t will be such as to maxe German re-
venge impossible. In the latter case, it 1s bound to hurt German
national feelings. The first course would be too risky to embark
upon and almost certainmly Germany would start another war of conguest
within a generation. Stalin then went on te describe the history of
German wars of aggression, and he goncluded that Germany must be
destroyed once and for all as a political power, At this polnt he
gave an account of the agreement reached at the Teheran Conference.
He added that not enly Ge has to be destroyed as & political
power, but alse Japan. He d that the United States should shew no
meroy to Japan, and destroy once and forever its politieal and indus-
tr!.:I power. Both Germany and Japan, he sald, are also an e conomie
menage: QOermany by its great effieiency, Japan by 1ts abllity teo
undersell other nations im the world market through exploitation of

labor. The American workers, he sald, have reached a cultural
level at which they ¢ annot work for wages whigh would enable American
industry to compete with Japan. I asked Stalin whether he realized
that such a policy with regard to Germany could be carried out under
only one econdition, namely, that the cooperation between the United
States, Oreat Britain and the Soviet Union be permanent, Should this
cooperation break down and édvelop into r ivalry or conflliet, one of
the powers will try to play Germany against the others, This would
lead to a comback of Germany, and as the treaty of Versallles was
mers childs-play compared to what 1is being proposed now, German revenge
would be terrifie. Stalin answered that he is not imiod about
that, because the ccoperation between the United States, Oreat Britaln
and the Soviet Union is not merely a temporary oon junoture, but the
result of a fundamental community of historical interestd,
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I asked Stalim whether he does not believe in the possi-
bility of a sccialist or semi-soclalist Germany. After all, I said,
German social democracy and the German Communist Farty had edusated
the COerman working class in a Marxian spirit. Should the result of
all this Marxist education be entirely destroyed? Mr. Moloteov added
¢ this point that there were more than 5,000, anti-Nagl votes in
the last free German election. Stalin's reply was that the cadres
of the German Labor movement have been entirely d estroyed by faselsm,
and the rank and file has shown no moral resistance, e started des-
eribing all the atrocities committed by the German soldiers, the
manner in whlch Nazism has destroyed all humane values and brutilized
the soul of the German people. When describing the moral effects of
fascism and the German brutalities, Stalin appeared to be deeply af-
fected emotionally. He then related the experiences with German war-
prisoners who de not even see the wrong they are doing, and when
asked how they can do such non-human scts, answered that they were
ordered to do so. He concluded by saying, what can you do with a
nation vhich 1s ready to commit any atroeity because it 1s so ordered
by the govermment. The comeback of the German Labor movemsnt, he
added, is a matter of onme or two generations; in the meantime no
changces can be taken with Germany.

The consequence for Peland of the policy chosen at Teheran
with regard to Germany 1s obvious, With the d estruction of Germany,
Feland will emsrge as a major European power. Poland should e¢laim
not only East Prussia and Upper Silesias, but all German territeries
up to the Oder, ineluding Stettin. Stalin said that he 1s not sure
whether the Poles should get Breslau or not. Furthermore, he said
that President Roosevelt agreed with his point of view, but Mr.
Churchill had some hesitations., Mr. Churchill asked who would
guarantee the s ecurity of such Polish berders, te which Stalin re-
plied, the armed might of the Soviet Union. Stalin added that this
sonversation was carried en in the presencs of Sir Archibald EKerr.
(The next day I msked Sir Archibald abowt 1t, and he gonfirmed in
full Stalin's statement.) I asked what should be done with the Ger-
man population of these territories, The answer was that they should
be deported. About 3,000,000 might find room in Siberia, some return
to Germany which has suffered a great loss of man-power in the war,
and as for the rest, Stalin added, maybe there will be reom in South
American or somewhsre elss for them,

Somshow we came to talk about Prance. Stalin sald that
the trouble with the French 1s that they have lost their patriotism
and are not willing to make sacrifices for their country, I obser-
ved that there seems to be a great moral and patriotie regensration
taking place among the French, particularly among the youth, He
answered that he 1s quite aware of 1t, but these Kung people have
no e lence in fnﬂl‘nlng a country. He quoted lLenin as having sald
that 1t takes at lest 15 years for a new ruling group to aequire the
experience necessary for geod governing. In the meantime, he added,
while they are learning the country cannot be strong. It will there-
fore talke quite some time until France becomes a strong power again,

We came back to Poland and disaussed the question of the
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Polish govermnment. Stalin sald that there will be no AMGOT in Poland
because military administration of Poland would involve a rule of
Russians over Poles, whieh 1s quite impossible. The Poles must form
their own administration. No Polish government will be formed by
the Unlon of Pelish Patriotsj the Pollish government must emerge out
of Poland itself. He believes that such forces do exist among the
Polish underground. The Union of Polish Patriots might collaborate,
and an understanding with the London govermment might be deslrable.
"The door to an understanding with the Polish govermnment im London
i{s naver closed," he added, meaning,  course, the Soviet government.
He is favorably disposed toward Mikelajesyk. I asked about Mr, Romer,
the Polish Minlster of Forelgn Affairs, Both Stalin and Melotov
think that he 1s all right. Molotov quoted a recent speech of
Mikelajezyk in which he maintains that he has the support of 80 per
cent of the people of Poland. Stalin laughed and said, "I do not
know whether I have the suppert of 90 per cent of the Soviet people;
how can he know in London how much support he has in Poland?" He
then e xplained that representatives of the Felish government under-
ground army got im contact with Soviet military authoritles, propos-
ing collaberation. The Red Army accepted the offer, demanding only
subjection under Soviet milit command, but refraining from making
any political conditions. The Follish emissaries went back to con-
sult their superiors, but falled to return. The rank and flle, how-
ever, became impatient and started to Join the Red Army or the FPar-
tisans. Stalin thought that Mikelajesyk should be w arned against
believing in the falry tales of his own intelligence service.

At this point I asked whether there might be any posaible

s in the Curson line. Stalin's first answer was, "Oh yes,
four kilomsters to the sast or te the west." Then I told him that
I did not want to ask embarrasing questions, and did not come to em-
barrass the Soviet govermment, but to help ereate understanding. I
therefore do not ask and question and do not expect an answer, but
I should like to sent certain facts and srguments, I told him
how strongly the Pelish soldiers feel about Lwow, and observed that
Mr. Melotov should have read the passages of the reports of the
American eorrespondants who were with me in the army, which had been
gensored, Mr., Molotov sald that he was acquainted with the censored
passages, and also knew about the feelings in the army from other
sources. I added that Americans of Polishd escent feel very strongly
about it, and that all Polish refugees in New York who are most
sympathetie with the Unien of Pelish Patriota asked me to ralse this
question of Lwow with the Soviet government., Stalin anawered, "Yea,
but if I concede to the Polish demands, I'll have to make war gn the
Ukrainians, and there are several million of them in the Red Army."
I replied, "Once more I am not asking & question nor do I expeBt a
reply, but I should like to e xpress my own views on the subject.”
Then I sald that somebody must be hurt, either the Poles or the
Ukrainians. The problem is to hurt that side which can be hurt with
less damage to the future of Polish-Soviet friemdship. To the
Ukrainians, I said, Lwow means less than to the Poles. The Ukrainians
have other important cultural centers, and Lwow was anyway outside
the Ukrainian Soviet Republic. Then there are almost twlce as -ug
Ukrainians as Poles, and consequently Ukrainia can more easily suffer
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& fterritorial loss. In Feland there were five cultural centers:
Warsaw, Oracow, Pomman, Lwow and Wilne, The loss of two of them
would be wery heavy, and acquisition of German citles without a
Polish cultural heritage cannot be considered as compensation for
the loss of old historical Polish eultural centers, If Peldn@ must
give up Lwow, this will be a constant sourece of esnti-Seviet 111
feeling and agitation, This may be most dangerous for the future
of Polish-Soviet relatiéns. I concluded saying that this was a
statement and not a question, and I 4id not expect an answer,
Stalin said, "This problem must be studied further,"

Stalin sald that he understands to a certaln degree the
pesition of the Pelish governm nt in London. They are asked to make
territorial eonceasions in the Rast, but they are not sure whether
the promised mequisitions in the West will materialize. Therefore,
he thinks, the Weatern frontiers of Poland should be settled f irst,
Once they are settled, the dispcussion about Eastern frontlers will

be muoch sasier.

At the end of the sonversation, Smlin asked me whether
1 found my visit to the Soviet Union interesting. I answered in
the affirmative. He told me that he thought a visit to Great Britain
to see the members of the Polbsh government should be equally inter-
esting to me., He added that since I am a private person and an
American, I can s peak more freely than others whe are in official
governmental positions. I could tell the members of the Folish
govermment in London, he added, what I-saw in the U.S5.5.R., including
the present conversation. He also continued, if I were you I would
not only speak to Mikolajeszyk, but I would also visit, in your place,
Soankowskl and find out what that men really wants. I told him that
I might snquire from the American authorities whether I would be per-
mitted tﬁlh my trip back vla Londen. Stalin repllied that I should
not do that because it would ereate the impression that I was
ing definite preposals from the Soviet government, If I want to g0
to London, I should ge from the United States, and not say anything
now to the British Ambassador in Moscow. He thought that such a
visit might prove to be very benefiecial, particularly since the
Soviet government had no other possibility of dealing with the
Folish government except through the British government, and this
makes the machinery very heavy. I answered that if direct contacts
are desired, why doesn't the Union of Polish Patriots send a delegate
to meet a member of the Polish govermment, say in Stockholm. Stalim
answered that this would mean officlal negotiations, for whisch defi-
nite proposals are needed, and the breakdown of which might make
future contacts more diffigult. I, ms a private individual who
speaks without obligation teo anyone, could do much more. I replied
that I shall investigate the problem upon my return to the United
States, and mentioned that Mr. Stanczyk, Minister of Labor was in
America. Stalin said I surely should see him, and I replied that
I will make sure he doesn't leave the United States before my return.
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At the *uri end, Stalin asked ms whether I belleved in
the sincerity of the Soviet govermment's assurances that they do
not want to eneroach upon Foland's soverelgnty and independence.
I replied that I might or mlght ot bellewe in his statements;
that they might be political maneuvers. But the fact that he is
arming the Follish army, which intends to win and protect Foland's
independence, 18 the real proof of his intentions, I ascept that

proof.
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OUTLINE OF TRIF TO THE SOVIET UNION
April 10. Departure from Chisage.
April 17, Departure from Alaska.
April 23, Arrival in Moscow; visit with Wanda Wasilewsks.

April 24, Conference with Mr. Harriman; oconference with
Mr. Molotov; meeting with General Berling,

M.l!l' Private conferences with leaders of the Unionm

of Pollish Patriots; sightseeing; visit to Polish school
and children's home in Zagorsk near Moscow; visit to
Polish Offlecer's School and to Polish Military Hospital,

May 2-May 6. Visit to Pollsh Army at the fronmt.

May 8. Return to Kilev; meeting with Mr, Korneichuk (Ukrainian
Commissar of Foreign Affairs).

May 7. Return to Moseow,

ml}. Conferences with leaders of Union of Polish
atriots; sightseeing; visit to Polish children's home
and school in Cgkalovsk near Moscow,

May 10. Meeting with the Presidium of Free Germany Committee and
of German Officeras' League.

May 15(%?). Visit with Mr., Maloney (Australian Minister in charge of
Polish Affairs).

May 14. Dinner with Sir Archibald Kerr (British Ambassador).

!!.Llﬂl_l}; Conferences with Polish leaders; sightseeing;
visiting factories; presence at funeral liturgles for
Patriarch Sergius; oconference with Committee f or Polish
children,

May 17.  Conference with Mr. Stalin and Mr. Molotov,

May 18, Tea with Sir Archibald Kerr and Mr. Baldwin (British
I.‘l.nhttr]-

May 20, Farewell visit with Mr. Molotov,
May 21, Meeting with Mr. Flerlinger (Checkoslovak Minister)j

mesting with dﬂtﬂthn of Polish National Council which
had just arrived Moscow,
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June 7.

i’

Departure from Mosgow in o of Mr. Skrsessewakl,
Vice-Chalrman of Committee for Pelish Children, and
Mrs. Eonlakhina, Direetor of Polish Childrens' Homes
(also member of Supreme Soviet of the RFSSR).

Arrival in Barnsul, capital of the Altal country.

£9 Vieit te Polish Childrens' schools and homesj
eonference with Follish leaders in Altal reglom; sight-
seelng; visiting of factories and farms,

Arrival in Alaska.

Arrival in Chicago.

During my stay in Moscow, I visited Mr, Hamilton at the United
States Embassy, to whom.I gave periodic oral reports about my
activitles and meetings.




APRIL 24, CONFERENCE WITH MR. HARRIMAN,
Length, approximately 1 howr.

I introduced myself to Mr, Harriman, who gave me his
private views on the Polish-3oviet problem. I asked him what
poliey I should adopt with regard to the press and public state-
ments eoncerning my arrival and activities in the U.S.8.R. Mr,
Harriman thought that since I was a guest of the Soviet Govern-
ment, 1t would be wisest to follow their wishes in these matters,
but to avold being used for propaganda purposes. This advice
expressed his private views, not those of the United States
Ambassador,
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APRIL 24. CONFEREJCE WITH MR. MOLOTOV.
Length, 1} hours; langusge, Russian. Also present, Mr. Molotov'hs
sscretary, who took notes.

On arrival at the airport on the preceding day I was
met by Mr. Molotov's secretary (together with the leaders of the
Union of Pellsh Patriots), who brought greetings from Mr, Molotovw
and told me that Mr., Molotov considered me his guest. The next day
I was asked to vislt Mr. Molotov at his offlge. After an exchange
of initial greetings, questions about my trip, ete., Mr. Molotov
asked me to outline to him the problems I wanted to study., I an-
swered that I wanted to study: Tl] the Polish Army in the U.S5.3.R.,
its charscter and aims; (2) the gharscter and aims of the Unlon of
Polish Patriots; (3) the eondition of the Pollsh pepulation in the
U.8.8.R.§} (4) the intentions of the Soviet Govermment with regard
to Foland. I gave a lengthy outline of each of these problems, and
observed that the Pollsh question could not be studied separately
from the poliey of the Seviet CGovernment with regard to the whole
of Burope. I pointed out that I consider that the central problem
of Burope 1s not that of Poland, but that of Germany, and I should
like to know what the Soviet policy toward post-war Jermany wlll be.
The position of Foland, I told him, will largely be determined by
the way the German problem will be solwved. I asked him what kind
of government 1s possible in Germany, in view of the fact that
Germany's democratic forces have been so utterly destroyed by fascism,
Mr. Molotev expressed the vlew that enough forces are left within
Germany and in exile to form a liberal demecratie government, He
asked me g.uptniﬂn of the proper future government for Poland., I
stressed necessity for all inclusiveness of such a government,
and polnted out that it would be a mistake to base it one-sidedly
on elements from the Union of Folish Fatriets. Mr. NMolotov expressed
his full agreement with this point of wview.



THE POLISH ARMY IN THE U.S.8.R.

The Polish Army in the U.3.3.R. presents a eonsiderable
foree. It consists of four infantry divisions, three brigades of
artillery, one armored brigade, one brigade of anti-tank artillery,
one u:zry brigede, one brigade of sappers, one antl-alreraft
division, one division of air-force, and other units, It is ax~
cellently equipped. The Army is “increasing rapidly by recruitment
from the Fellsh ﬁpulltlﬂn in the recently liberated areas, iWhen I
left the Soviet Union it eonslsted of more than 80,000 men; by the
middle of June it 1s expected to pass the 100,000 mark.

General Berling expects his army to grow to 1,000,000
men by the time the war is over, and told me that Marshal Stalin
has promised arms and equipment for an of that size. This
promise was confirmed to me by Marshal Stalin personally. Part of
the army has had battle experience in the battle of Lenine on Og=
tober 12-13, 1943. During this battle the army is sald (sccording

to the opinien of Red officers) to have mads an exsellent
show of gunr;r and fight spirit., It has also had a number of
minor engagements,

The army 1s exocellentl ui ita ulpment beil
on the level of ths se-called "t}um.lrrlﬂ..ﬂ D mfona :::f.‘qtha Rad Arm;f
whieh 1s superior to tnat of ths average Red Army divislon. The
army has so-called "Political Educatlon Officers,” whose purpose

is to teamch the soldiers the aims of this army as expressed in the
program of the Union of Pelish Patriots. It also has Roman Catholle
chaplains, but attendance at religlous services 1s not compulsory,.
In view of the rapid growth of the army, thero was some difficulty
in obtaining suffiecient chaplains. Regently Genmeral Berling had a
mesting with the Catholic Bishep of Luck, at which the Bishop
promised to delegate some of his clergy as chaplains to the army,

The Polish Army in the U.8.S8.R. 1s based on consoription
of all Poles living on Soviet territory. In view of the fact that
an unduly large pereentage of the Polish refugees and deportees in
the U.S.5.R. are Jews, are not conseripted, The number of Jews
in the Army 1s six per cent, all volunteers, The limitation to the
8ix per cent is not a result of anti-Semitie attitudes, but a reac-
tion to the fact that the Polish government in London in its propa-

claims thet the Ar-i_h:nuilh of Jews and Bolsheviks, Thare
a I—ll'gﬂutm of te Ruthenians and Ukrainians (3 to 4
per cent) are accepted as volunteers provided they get permission
from the Soviet government. Resently there has dﬂllnrl quite a
rush to the Polish army among so-called Soviet-Poles, «8,, Poles
who were Soviet eitiszens before 1930, They are accepted as volun-
teers provided they get a release from the Soviet government,

The bulk of the Polish Army eonsists of three groupst
(1) Polish inhabitants of the areas incorporated into the
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Soviet Union in 1939 who were deported by the Soviet government to
the interior of Russia. Many of them spent some time in Soviet
Jails or eoncentration camps. By soecial origin, they are 1y
settlers who were brought into the Eastern part of Foland by the
Polish government in order to strengthen the Poles agalnst the
Ukrainisns; others were policemen, government offieclals, or persons
otherwise connected with the old Polish government, From the polnt
of view of Folish-Soviet eollaboration, this was a very diffieult
element and it 1s to the eredit of the Union of FPolish Patriots that
this element has been edusated into an exeellent fighting foroe
which showed ane xcellent spirit of collaboration with the Red Army
during the battle of Lenino. The Pirst Division (Koselussko) com-
sists entirely of this group, The Sgeond Division (Dombrowslki)
eonsists largely of the same group,

(2) Poles drafted into the German army or German military
labor service, who either became Soviet war prisoners or went straight
over to the Soviet side. These came from the Western part of Foland,
and never had u{umhuut sxperiences with the Soviet gevermnment.
They are ?trtly the Second Division and in the Third Division

(Traugutt).

(3) Poles living in the recently libersted areas which
before 1939 belonged to Foland and later were snnexed by the Soviet
Union., Many of them were in the Partisan movement; a considerable
fraction were in the underground army of the Polish government, The
last mentioned were rather susplelous when drafted into Gemeral
Berling's army, thinking that it was a communist army. Usually
after a week in camp, they beeome very enthusiastie about the army,
and feel most offended 1f anybody calls it a communist army, No
special propaganda is spplied to them. They are partly in the Third
Drvilidn. The Fourth Division 1s entirely formed of them.

In addition to these, there are a few Poles who served
in the Spanish Republican Army, were later interned by the French in
North Afriea, from whemce they ceme to the Soviet Union to Join the
Polish Army. According to a story whieh I was unable to confirm, the
Polish gevernment in exlile offered them emtry into the army provided
they were not Jews, and agreed.to fight agalnat Russia,

There is quite a shortage of officers in the Folish Army,
because most of the old Pelish officers left the Soviet Unien to-
gether with General Anders. The officers are recruited from thres

sourgesi

(1) officers of the old Polish army, whe refused to leave
with Anders (General Berling 1s one of them); and most recently,
Polish reserve officers who~were found in the liberated territoriles.

(2) Caresr officers of the Red Army, loaned by the Seviet

government to the Folish Army. These are all of Folish nationality,
the so-called Soviet-Poles. Some of them have beesn commandesered inte
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the Yelish army; others have voluntarily asked for transfer, even

at a loss of seniority. hnuﬁhw General Berling, they will be
given the right of optlon for Pol eltizenship after the war, or
the right te return to the Soviet Union, smceording to their cholce.

(3) Officers gradusted in speecial training schools es-
tablished by the Felish Army. At present, about 8,000 cadets are
in training.

There are special training schools for Political Educa-
tional Officers, most of whom are designed for administrative dutles.
in liberated Foland,

I have had mere than fifteen Informal conferenses with
the soldlers, who talked most fl"ﬂl{- The a rs of soldlers who
had been 1n the for a longer time, and wdre subject to the in-
struction by the political education officers, did not differ from
these who had just reeently arrived in the army, I talked to 150
soldlers who had arrived in the army the day before, and their an-
swers did not differ greatly.

The soldiers want Poland to be strong, independent, and
demopratie. They want the govermment elected by the people, freedom
of speech and press, freedom of all political parties, except fasclst
cnes. A few 17 year old beys who had recelved their educatlon in
the Soviet Union told me that there should be only one political

y. To -quuutinn, what party, they answered, "a demosratic one."
he older soldlers protested violently, and sald that all parties
whish are not fasecist should have perfect freedom of action, The
future form of government, they thought, should be determined by a
eonstitutlional assembly.

The majority of the soldiers have a theroughly negative
attitude toward the govermment in exlle. consider it a con-
tinuation of the pre-war colonels' regime, wh is thoroughly un-
popular and balmed for the debacle im 1939, and for the foreign
poliey which preceded the debscle. They are, however, qmite sympha-
thetic toward Prime Minister Mikelajezyk, in whom they recognisze a
leader of the Peasant Party, They are puszled that he participates
in the London government. I was repeatedly asked the question:

"ihy does Mikolajezyk sit with those reactionards in London instead
of coming here to us?™ The opposition ls directed rather against the
policles of the London govermment than against speecific persons.
There 1s a great interest in the Polish armed forces operating under
the direction of the London government. The soldiers are very well
informed as to their whereabouts and doings. In particular, they
are interested in the army of General Anders. They disapprove very
atrongly of Anders' withdrawal from the 3oviet Union, but are full
of s thy for the rank and file of his army. "These are our

bro s," the soldlers asserted repeatedly, "we want them back im
Poland." There 1s considerable fear of a ¢ivil war when Anders and
Sosnkowskl's army comes back to Poland., The usual opinion is that
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the soldiers do not want a olvil war, and that if 1t starts, the
responslblility will be that of leaders like Scsnkowskl and Anders.
Many soldiers, therefore, expressed the opinion that the army should
come back but that the leaders should be kept out. The soldiers
definitely want people llke Mikolajc and other demoratic elements
in the London govermnment to play a role in post-war Poland, One
officer candidate suggested that a temporary government s hould be
formed, consisting of underground leaders, the demoeratic members

of the Londen govermment, representatives of the Union of Yollsh
Patriota, and representatives of Yolish-Americans. This 1dea was
quite popular among his ecolleaguea.

There 1s a great sympathy and admiration for the Unlted
States., At least one-third of the soldlers have relatives in the
United States, and think of America as an Eldorade. Many, particu-
larly among the women, told me that Foland should have a political
system like that of the United States. Thée 1dea was obviously that
this system would ensure American economis prosperity to Poland.
"We want Poland to be like Americe" was a frequent formulation.
There 1s considerable anti-British feeling in the .Polish army in the
U.S.5.R. The British govermmsnt is being accused by the soldiers of
delayling the Sgcond Front and thus prolonglng the sufferings of the
Polish people; of supporting the London government and thus prevent-
ing an understanding between Foland and the Soviet Union; and, mast
of all, of tolerating the trials in the Yelish army of those who ex-
pressed their sympathy with Gemeral Berling and his pollcy of co-
opsration with the Sovlets. These trials have aroused great indig-
nation among the soldlers and officers, and some also blamed thes
United Statea for falling to stop the Pollish government inm exile.

All the soldiers are unanimous Iin belleving that an
agrarian reform 1s needed. This should gonsist in the division of
the large estates among the peasants. Collectivization of agriecul-
ture is most emphatically and quite unanimously re jested. The Polish
agrarlan s ystem ahould be based on indivlidual peasant ownership. In
erder to modernize agricultural technology, peasant cooperatives
should be formed, whieh would purchase mashinery and other equipment.
An an alternative, the establishment of governmental tractor and
aqu nt stations waa suggested. Some soldlers, however, wers so
afraid of government intervention that they thought 1t better te eul-
tivate the land by the old-fashioned methods, than to expose the
z:‘.llht to h:. discipline of cooperative organisation or governmental

tervent

The soldiers are unanimous in their demand that private
monopeliss should be abelished. Most of them want bilg imdus
nationalized; ' some of them s peak about abolitlon of monopolies with-
out demanding nationalization of industrisas. All want the bank
syatem nationaliged. All the soldiers are most emphatic that
industry and trede should be based on private snterprise. All are
alse opposed to g overnmental regulation of trade and commerece.



The Folish Army - 5

Asked whether, after reaching Poland's western borders,
they want to stop or advanes further into Germany, the answer was
"Right inte Germany and deatroy the reptile once and forever,"

The soldiers all want Poland's barders extended in the west "gs far

as poasible.,"™ East l'runh‘ Silesis and Pomerania were mentloned
specifically. The formula "up to the Oder" was used frequently, The
German population sheuld be deported. "The Germans have shown us

hew to deport whole populations, now let them take thelr own medieline,™
It was generally pointed out to me that by their sctions the Germans
have lost any moral right te complain against forced deportation,

It was also pointed out that the popultion of the requested terri-
tories was originally Slavic and later besame Germanised, and that
part of the population might become re-Polanized again,

Feelings as to the eastern borders are quite heterogoneous.
There were answers like "First lets beat the Germans," "The Soviet
Union will do us ne harm," "We'll get a friendly arrangement with
the Ulcrainian people," te outright demands that the 1839 frontiers
be restored. On the whole, the feeling 1s that some adjustments with
the Soviet Union have to be made, and that Foland 1s bound to lose
territory. There 1s 1little complaint about the loss of Wilmo and
other sections, but an almost unanimous desire that Lwow be restored
to Poland, This may be due partly to the fact that a large propoer-
tion of the soldlers come from the Lwow region., The soldiers coming
from territories east of the Curgzon line all want te emigrate to
Poland in case these territories go to the Soviet Union. Asked why
t.h'{ do not want to live in the Soviet Union, they uu-uwplhd
that they don't want to be a Polish minority among Ulkrain .
Probably the mass murders of the Polish population by the Ulcrainian
lltinnl{:l.ltl was & declsive faster in forming these attitudes.

There 1a a great sympathy for Caecloslovakia, Of all
nations in the wald, the soldiers consider the Czechoslovaks their
nearest brother nation. They very severley oriticiszed the pre-war
Folish government for its Il{.l-ﬂlllhlllﬂlk peliey, As to Teschen
territery, some of the soldiers think it sheuld go to Foland because
the population 1s Folish; others want a plebiseite; still others
are ready to cede it to Csechoslovakia as the price of friemdship,

All think that the matter is unimportant.

There 1s great respect for the powsr of the Soviet Union,
but absolutely no desire to transfer the Soviet sconomic and political
saystem to Poland. One soldler formulated the general t rend of opinion
in the following way: "We are grateful to the Soviet Union feor the
ald and for the arms to fight the ‘enemy. But we expect the Soviet
government to keep 1ts promise and not to interfer in our internal af-
falrs." Relations with the Red Army and with the local Ulcrainian
mul-tlnn are most friendly. The respect for the fighting quality ef

Red Army 1s tremendous. Red Army officers with whom I spoke ]
expressed a great respeect for the fighting quality of the Folish
soldiers and officers.



!
MEETINGS WITH GENERAL BERLING

APRIL 24, FIRST MEETING WITH GENERAL BERLING.
Length, 2 hours; language, Polish.

General Berling gave me an extensive desoription of his

and his history. He analysed for me the heterogeneous elements
in 8 army and gave an apprilsal of its politisal and social
ideas. (During my subsequent visit to the army, I found his appraisal
to be fully borne out.) ke pointed out that the great ma jority of
the soldiers and officers are not Communists; that they want indi-
vidual ownership of the land, fres enterprise in small industry, and
ne gevernment supervision eof trade and commerce, He also told me
that among the soldiers there 1s a very deep attachment te Lwow, and
that he had raised this question several times with Marshal Stalin.
Stalin gave no answer, mnly asked, "Do you have confidense in us?"
to which Berling of course replied in ths affirmative. Berling 1is
uth;r optimistie about Poland getting Lwow in the final post-war
settlement.

Later I met General Berling repeatedly, bot at the front
and in Mosgow. We took up the question of Lwow several times, and -
Pelish-TUkrainian relations. Berling agreed that the new autonomy
in foreign peliey ;:I.nn to t he separate rt:uhliu makes the Polish
situation more diffieult, because the negotlations will have tobe
with the Ukrainians rather than with the ecentral government, We
also discussed the problem of pro-Nazl Ukrainian nationalists who
are at ing the Polish army. General Berling told me that he has
been empowered by Stalin to take strong repressive messures. I
warned him to be eautious in order not to ereate the impression
that the Poles are m::uutlng Ukrainians, and told him that I think
the problem of Ukra nationalists should rather be taken care
of by Boviet authorities.

During one of our eonversations, General Berling expressed
the opinion that the Soviet government 1s really not interested in
Poland's internal polities., He told me that he thinks the Soviet
government would even accept a monarechy in Foland, provided that
it would pursue the foreign ﬂlinzod ealred by the Soviets. He alse
told me that he expeocts his army grow to 1,000,000 men before the
war is over, and that Stalin has promised arms for that many. The
readiness to provide arms for the Polish army of 1,000,000 was later
confirmed to me by Marshal Stalin,



CONVERSATIONS WITH WANDA WASILEWSKA

Wanda Wasilewska being a close personal friend of mine
since 1923, I had many casual eonversations with her. There were
no formal interviews.

On my first meeting on April 23, she told me that a dele-
gation of the Polish National Couneil in German-oecupled Poland was
en route to Mossow, Upon my inquiries, Wasilewska explained that
the Union of Polish Patriots has had nothing to d o with the estab-
lishment of the Polish National Council, The Counocil is a quite
spontaneous outgrowth, and the Union did not know any more than was
announced in the press. They were awaiting with great eagerness
the arrival of the delegation.

© In later conversations I dlsocussed with her the question
of Lwow, She expressed herself as belng against Poland claiming
Lwow back. Her srgument was that this would cause an anti-Polish
uprising of the Ukrainian population in the Lwow reglon which would
have to be quelled, and that this would undermine relations between
the Polish and Ulrainlan nations. She pressed very hard Poland's
claims against Germany up to the Oder, including Stettin. Her whole
attitude is violently anti-German,

In another conversation, she sald that she thought Stalin
underestimates the social radicalism of the Polish people, and that
future developments in Poland will go much farther to the Left than
the Soviet government expects. On the basis of my study of the situa-
tien, I agree with her im this estimate.

Wasilewska 1s very bitter about the Polish government in
London. She accuses the govermment underground of having murdered
ssveral hundred members of the Peoples and of other erganlzations
whieh sympathize with the Union of Polish Patriots. iy subsequent
conversation with the delegation of the Polish National Counecil
confirmed these charges. Wasilewska also maintains that there were
cases of ¢ollaboration of the Polish government underground with the
Germans. This too was sonfirmed by the report of the delegation of
the Council. Notwithstanding, Wasilewska favors an agresment with
the Folish government in London, and was in favor of Marshal Stalin's
suggestion that I go to Londen to talk to the Polish government,



|
MEETINGS WITH' ANDRZEJ WITOS |

Mr, Witos 1s the brother of the famous Folish peasant
leader, Wincenty Witos. He himself was one of the leadesrs of the
Polish Peasant Party, of which the Prime MinMter, Mikolajosyk, is
also a member. According to his information, his brother Wincenty
is living under German iee supervision. I expressed the fear
that the Germans may kill him during the eveasuation eof Poland, and
suggested that stepa be taken by the Partisans to save Wineenty's
life. Mr. Witos told me that sectually such steps are under gonsid-
eration, but that the matter must be handled very cautlously in erder
not to endanger his brother's life.

Mr., Witos thinks that the Foles should demand the retura
of Lwow, but that this 1s not the cpportune moment to ralse the
question. After the liberation of Poland, when a firm Polish govern-
ment 18 established, Poland's bargaining powsr will be much greater.
The gueatlon of the eastern frontiers should be postponsd to that
day. As to the western frontlers, he demands them, like Wasilewaka,
up to the Oder, including Stettin. In matters of internal polley,
he agrees with the general program of the Unlon of Polish Patriots.
He told me that he thinks it might be deairable if I would see
Prims Minister Mikola jesyk after my return from the U.38.3.RK., and
inform him of what Witos and other members of the Peasant Party who
are in the Union of Pelish Patriots think.

He also msked me to take up with Marshal Stalin the
sitouation of the Folea in the U.5.5.R. He requested that I ask
Stalin to undertake specisl relief measures for the Folish popula-
tion in the Soviet Union.



CONVERSATIONS WITH DR. EMIL BOMMERSTEIN

Dr. Sommerstein was the Chalrman of the Jewlsh Club in
the old Polish Parliement. He was a deputy from Lwow, and 1s a
Zionist. Recently he joined the Presidium of the Union of Folish
Patriota, He 1s most oritical of the Folish ﬁzﬂrn-nt ine xile,
and accuses 1t of having refused arms to the Jews in Warsaw during
the battle of the ghetto. He 1s very much Interested in buillding
up contacts with the Joint Distribution Committee and other Jewlsh
reliesf o izations In the United Statea. He thinka they should
help all Foles in the U.3.3.R., not only those of Jewish religlon.
He would 1ike his home town, Lwow, to go baek teo PFoland,



MAY 10, MEETING WITH PRESIDIUM OF FREE GERMANY COMMITTEE AND
OF GERMAN OFFICERS' LEAGUE

Length, 4 hours (ineluding tea); Language, Serman.

This was the only meeting during my stay in the U.S.3.R.
which was supervised. The reason was that the officers have the
atatus of war priscnera. There was esent a Red Colonel and
& civilian who spoke Uerman and sometimes translated conversa-
tion for the Colomel, The meeting was held at my request, presented
through Wanda Wasilewska. Wesilewska was rather displeased at
wish to talk to Germans, She told me that the Committee does no
amount to anything anyway, and that no desent Fole would talk te
these pecple, Finally she added, condescendedly, "Well, you'ss an
American now and may as well talk to the Cermans,"

I was taken to a country residense about half an hour's

ride outside of Moseow. There I was received by the Committee,
headed by Mr, Weinert and General von Seydlits. Oeneral von Seydlits
was in full dress uniform with the Iron Cross on his chest. Others
ﬁouut were Oensral von Lattmann, Corp. Zippel, Lt. von Einsleten(?),

ther Kaiser (a Catholiec chaplain), and two civilians whose names I
have forgotten. One was an underground trade union organizer until
1938, the other runs the Free German radie in Mossow,

There are four groups in the Free Germany Committee:

(1) 014 pre-Nazi radicals, like Mr. Weinert, largely Communist or
Communist fellow-travelers. They are very much like the anti-Nagi
emigrees living in the United States or in Great Britain, (2) German
anti-Naxls who worked sgainst the Nazi regime in Germany, To these
belong the trade union organizer, Corp. Zippel who went over to the
Russians in the bnginnluﬁ of the war, and Father Kaiser, who partieci-
pated in religious antl-Nazl groupings. (3) Army offlicers who think
that Germany 1s going to be defeated, and that the German natlon can
be saved by the early downfall of Hitler. To this belongs
General von itz, a Saxon from a known family of scholars and
high officers. Von Seydlits dislikes the Nazis very much, but con-
sidered it his duty as an officer to fight for his country irrespec-
tive of the form of government. After his capture at Stalingrad he
arrived at the eonclusion that only the over of the Nasl regime
oan save the Oerman nation from destruction. (4) People who want teo
L-p on the Soviet bandwagon. I had the impression that General von

ttmann belonged to this group. He was a member of the Nasi party.
But I may be doing him an injustice, and should not like to judge
him prematurely.

Of all the persons present, von Seydlitz and Father Kaiser
ssed me the most. During the conversation, Seydlitz and Lattmann
tr very hard to whitewash the German army from responsibility for
the atrooities committed by the CGermans in Peland and the Sovie
Union. They did not deny the atroecities, but said it was the 8.8,
and special units which were responsible. But pressed by me, they had
to admit that they lkmew of cases where the German army participated.




cm Committee = 2

Father Kalser was more willing to admit that the whole German youth
has been e ducated in a contempt of human 1ife and dignity. He sees
the problem largely as one of religious and moral reconversien and
re-education,

The aim of the Committee 1s to establish a free democratle

Germany which would not repeat the mistakes and weaknesses of the
Weimar Republiec. They definitely repudiate the idea of wanting te
entablish a German-Soviet republie. But they are definltely of the
opinion that Germany's future lles in close collaboration with Russia
as well as with the Western allles and consequently rejeet any ildeas
of using Germany as a rdun sanitaire against the Soviet Union. I
asked General von Se r consldered 1t possible that the
German army surrender in th- West while maintaining reamistance in the
East in order to have Germany occupled by Anglo-Ameriean forees rather
than by the Red Army, He replied that he considered this out of the
question. First, he does not believe that there will be a strong
trend of this nature Iin Germany, except among certain capitalist
oircles around Sghacht; second, he considers it technically impossible.
Any surrender in the West would lead immedlately to a rlE‘ chological
breakdown on the Eastern front. All the members of the Committee
were unanimously of the opinien that Germany has mothing to gain by
laying up the Western allies against the Sovliet Unlon, or vice versa.
gho formula which was given me was "Ge should ‘h the bridge be-
tween the West and the East, not a separat wall,"

The members of the Committee asked me a few questlons
about the activitles of the German refugees in the United States as
well as about political groupings among Americans of German descent.
I replied to the best of my knowledge.



MEETING WITH MR. KORNEICHUK

I met Mr., Kornelchuk together with his wife, Wanda
Wasilewska, on May 6th in Kiev. The meeting took place in the
Theatre, to which I was taken Mr. and Mra. Korneichuk, An
Ukrainian drama of the middle 19th cent was given, and Mr,
Kornelchuk, with great emthusiasm, spoks to me about the history
of Ukrainian literature, folk customs, and similar subjects.

He 1s a great scholar Iin this fileld, He did not bring up a aingle
politial subjeet and consequently, neither did I,



MAY 15(7), VISIT WITH MR. MALONEY
Length, lg hours.

I gave Mr. Maloney a detalled account of what I had seen
and heard in the Pollsh Army, and told him that he was free to
transmit this information to the Polish govermment 1m London, whish
he represents. I discussed in great detall the situation of the
Poles in the U.5.5.R., particularly those 15,000 or more who have
retained their pasaports given by Folish government and who,
sccordingly, are under hls jurlsdletion, I discussed with him the
poaslibllity of rellef measures, and of getting permission from the
Soviet government for those under his jurisdietion to leave the
gountry and go te Iran, He was rather pessimistic and reluctant
to make far-going requests of the Soviet government., On the one
hand, he feared political diffieulties; on the other hand, he was
under the impression that the war would end seon, and that there was
ne reasmn for taking the Poles to Iran or elsewhere, because very
seoon they would be able to go back to Foland.




MAY 14, DINNER WITH SIR ARCHIBALD KERR.
Length, 4 hours. No one else present but Sir Archibald and myself,

S81r Archibald started by expressing his great astonish-
ment that I had been permitted to see the Free CGermany Committee.
He thought that I was the first foreigner to be permitted to see
them, and asked me a number of questions about them.

He went on by asking me questions about the Pellsh Army
in the U.8.3.R., and the Unlon of Pollsh Fatriots, and I gave him
a very detai}ed mccount., In return, he told me the story of the
withdrawal of the Anders army, as it appeared to the British govern-
ment, and of the activitles of the Pellsh Embassy, particularly of
Professor Kot, of whom he was most critical. He thought that the
solution of the Polish problem should eonsist in proveking a cabinet
erisis in Londeon, with the purpose of forming a new coalition govern-
ment of Mikelale with the Union of Polish Patriots, He was very
pleased to hear that I had made a similar proposal in an artiecle
published in a Polish paper in Wisconsin last October,

The rest of the conversation was soclal and general.
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MAY 15, 16 or 17. CONFERENCE WITH COMMITTEE FOR POLISH CHILDREN.

The Committee for Children was organized by the gevernment
of the Soviet Union in order teo take care of Follsh children. The
finances are provided by the Unlon government, but for technical
reasons the Committee is attached to the Commissariat of Edugation of
the RFSSR (there 1s no Unlon Commissariat of Education). The Committee
acts on the terrltory of the shole Unlon, not only on that of the
Russlian Republie. Chairman is Mr. Ivanienko, Vice-Commissar of
Edueation of the RFESR; the Vice-Chalrman and a ctual head of the Com~-
mittee 1s Mr, Skrzessewski, a professor of the Cracow Teachers College,
and s member of the Presidium of the Unlon of Follsh Patriota. The
staff is prevallingly Follish, Mr, Skrzessewskl presided at the Con-
ference.

The purpose of the eonference was to give me a detalled out-
1ine of the Committee's activities. The Committee runs 142 schoola,
47 childrens' homes, and 74 kindergartens. I had visited two child-
rens' homes and schools near Mescow; later I went with Mr, Skrzesszewskl
to the Altal country to visit the schools and childrens' home there.
The educatlion in these institutions 1s in a Felish patriotile spirit,
designed to make the children worthy citlzens of Fo « While
friendship with the Soviet Union is strongly pressed, and Stalin's
pleture usually sppears in the schools (together with those of
Kosciussgko, Wanda Wasilewska and Berling), there 1s no attempt te
teach communist dootrines. Beglnning next autumn, religlous inatrue-
tion 1s to be glven to all children whose parents or guardlans seo
desire. The instruction i1s in Pollsh, Russian being taught as a
foreign language. Some diffieulties arise from the fact that some
of the gchildren speak Rusaian better than FPelish, and a great effort
is being made to teach the children pure Folish, free from Russian
influences.

The Committee 1s publlshing text-books 1ln Pollsh, A number
of such text-books were avallable in the 3oviet Union, printed for
Polish-Soviet schools, particularly in the Western Ulrainlan. The
Committee, however, has re jected these text-books beecause they econ-
tain communist teachings and because of thelr antl-religlous atti-
tudea. New text-books are being written, a nd about six or seven have

already been published. The mext text-books are imbued with a gen-
sral liberal democratie 1deology, stress national unity, cooperation
with the Soviet Union against s the histeriecal values of FPolish
eulture, and the greatness of the Pollsh nation,
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MAY 21. MEETING WITH MR. FIERLINGER.

Length, 1§ hours, Language, English,

I wanted to make sure that Mr. Staneszyk did not leave
the United States before return. I thought of sending him a
message, and asked Mr, Hamilton whether the Mla:g would deo 1t
for me. Mr, Hamilten refused because he thought this might create
the impression that the United States government endorsed my trip,
and said that I should use another channel.

I hed an invitation to tea with Mr, Flerlinger, and when
I came, asked him whether he could send a message to Stancsyk for
me. He sald that he would be very glad to do so, and Is ent the

following message:
"Should appreciate oppertunity of seeing you
before you leave the 1ted Statea. Expect
to arrive first days of June. Flease keep
this message confidentlal. Greetings."

Mr. Flerlinger gave me a detalled account of his impres-
sions of the economle development of the Soviet Union, whieh he had
studled very thoroughly. He alse told me about the conversation of
Fresident Benes with Mikela jesyk after the former had returned from
the Soviet Unlion. Asccording te Flerlinger, Mikolajesyk asked Benes
whether he thought the Red Army was already exhausted.



MAY 18, TEA WITH SIR ARCHIBALD KERR AND MR. BALDWIN
Length, 1 hours.

8ir Archibald invited me to teay wupon my arrival I met

Mr, Baldwin.

Sir Archibald imquired whether I had already seen Stalin,
and I replied in the affirmative. I repeated what Sta had told
me of Poland's western frontiers and their guarantee by the Soviet
Union, that Mr, Churehill hesitated, and Sir Archibald had been pre-
mtt:hthh conversution. £ir Archibald confirmed fully what Stalin
me e

The conversation became general, touched upon general
problems of American polities, and the role of the Folish-Americans
in the ceming electlion. Toward the end of the conversation, Sir
Archibald thought 1t would be a good 1dea if Iwould follow up my
visit to the Soviet Unien with a similar wisit to the Foles in
Oreat BEritain, He thought that such a visit, made by me as a private
Amsrican clitizen, might do eonsiderabls good. He thought that I
might persuade Mikolajozyk to cause a cabinet crisis and form a new
coalition government with the Unlon of Pelish Patriots. I teold him
that I understood that travel in and out of Britain is now prohiblted
even for diplomats, The replied that he thought in my case an ex-
seption could be made. Sinoe Stalin had asked me not to mentlion
the ides of & visit of mine to London %o the Britlish Ambassador, I
did not tell him that Stalin had made a similar suggestion. I re-
ported the coincidence of the two suggestions to Mr., Hamiltonm in the
United States Embaasy.
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MAY 20, FAREWELL VISIT WITH MR. MOLOTOV.
Length, 15 minutes. Language, Russian. No seecretary present.

I thanked Mr. Melotev for his hospltality during my stay
in the U.S.3.R. He asked me how I had enjoyed the trip, and whether
I found my stay interesting and got the information I wanted, I
answered in the affirmative.

He asked me whather I think that my report of what I had
seen among the Poles im the U.S8.S.R. will affeet the attitude of
Americans of Folish demscent. I answered: very little, their atti-
tude is thoroughly prgudiced by years of propaganda and they will
consider me a Soviet agent or a Communist; only actual developments
after the liberation of Poland can affect their attitude, I added
that I hope, however, that my report will affect the attitude of the
non-Felish section of the American nation toward the Pelish problem,
and that this 1s much more important. He asked ms about -ttﬁudn
toward the Soviet Union in the United States, and I replied that
the Soviet government frequently makes grave mistakes im 1ts approaches
to the American public. Ie ited the ecritieism of Mr. Willkie in the
Sovliet press, which, 1n my opinion, was just stapid. Acts like that
ereate the Iimpression that the Sovlet government 1s se dlctatorial
and lntolesrant of eritlielsm that 1t does not accept 80 per cent
friendship, but insists on 100 per cent. This alienates independent
friends of American-Seviet eollaboration. Mr. Meolotov answered,
"What's wrong. We wanted to help Roosevelt." I eouldn't help
laughing, but was gquite unable to explain to him how foolish 1t was.
He just eouldn't get the point., (Later the thought came to me that
maybe he wasn't so naive after all, and had some other reasons for
;r’:thili Mr. Willkie and that he might have wanted me to believe

naive.

After ane xchange of a few compliments, we ted. At
my departure, Mr. Molotev asked me to present his lq&h te

Father Orlemanaski.



MAY 21. GCONPERENCE WITH POLISH NATIONAL COUNCIL DELEGATION.
Length, 8} hours, including tes and dinner, Language, Polish,

I went together with Wanda Wasilewska, who stayed for
the first part of the conference.

The Poltah National Couneil was organized in Warsaw on
Jan 1, 1944, as s coalition of the major t of the Polish
Socialist Pmi. of part of the Polish Peasant Party, of the Polilsh
Workers Party (which in terms of personnel 1s a continuation of the
disbanded Communist Party), and of verious groups of liberal and
democratic intellectuals. The Council has at its disposal an armed
foroe--the Peoples Army--whiech consists of 15,000 members active in
partisan units and 30,000 in reserves. (This compares with the
Pelish govermment's underground army of about 60 ,000 p-ugh. pre-
vall ¥ in reserves, according to what the delegation told me.)
The delegation consists of two representatives of the Polish Seci-
alist Party (one of whom is the Vice-President of the Council), one
representative of the Polish Workers Party, and one representative
of the Peoples Army. Two delegates of the Polish Peasant Party were
snroute.

The purpese of the delegatien 1s to e stablish contaet with
the Uniom of Polish Patrlots and with the Polish Army in the U,S3.S.R,,
and to present its case to the governments of the Soviet Unien, the
United States and Great Britain. According to the report of the
delegation, the Counoll has devebped a network of vineial and
local councils, which are considered to be the skeleton of a future
Polish administration. The moment the German military occcupation
breaks down, ths Couneil 1is prepared to set up a Polish government.
Their attitude to the underground of the London government is highly
eritical. They accuse the underground of holding back resistanse
against the Germans, of apprepriating in its propaganda the deeds
of the Peoples Army which it fights agalnst very strongly in Foland,
of having provoked armed clashes with the Peoples Army, of having
murdered several hundred supporters of the Polish National Counecil
(this 1s associated with the death of Sikorskl and the assumption
of the command of the underground army by Sosnkowskl), and of out-
right renunciation ef supperters of the Couneil to the Germans. Ac-
gording to thelr report, the Pelish government's underground is en-
tirely in the hands of the former Pllsudsk!i clique and a small group
of soclalists and Peasant Pu-t; members as mere decoration, The
government underground spends funds very lavishly, and pays its
members fabulous salaries. It has an established netwerk of admin-
istrative officlals who are supposed totake over powerin the name of
the Lendon govermnment the moment the Germans are expelled. The
National Counell 1s determined to prevent that, and to take over
power by its own agencies. Among the underground officlals main-
t;lg-"d by the Polish government, there 1s even the post of a Governer
a a8a.



Polish National Council - 2

The delegation of the Natlonal Council requested me to
see Mikola jezyk and Stancsyk and to explain to them the real situa-
tien in Poland. They thought that many of the members of the
London government are misinformed of the real situation by their
intelligence service, whish 1s entirely in the hands of the Pilsudski
elique. They slso pointed out that the Polish police eollaborate
simultaneously with the Germans and with the underground of the
Polish government in exile, This, they said, 1s very demoraliszing
and leads to many ambiguous situations, As in the Union of Folish
Patrlots, the Communists proved to be the right wing, and thes
Socialiats the left wing of the coamlition. In my pressnce, ona of
the Soclallst de tes teamsed the Communist delegate as to how
reactionary his ty had becomas, :
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 7, 1944

LEMORANUUL FUR GENIRAL WATSON:

Is it all right to rile
this letter from Rev. 5. Orlemanski
without acknowledgment? You will
recall you had me hold it at the
time you received it,
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Bpringfield ,Mass,,
June 22,1044

Franklin Delano Roosevelt,

Preasident of the United States,
Washingten,D.C.

Dear ¥r President:=

Bertainly the greatest honor for me would be
| te see in persen the President of this most Fowerful Demeocracy

in the world.Not only honer,but * consider this my duty te
report to my "BOBB"on my trip to Moscow,

Wishing yeu health,
Rev,8.0rlemanski,

28 Underwood street,

Bpringfield(4)Mass
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JOHH EDGAR . HOOVER Y&~

DIRECTOR

Federal Bureau of Fimeatigation
Hnited States Drpurtment of Justice
E n, 8. d.
13 1944 popeorar, om
BY

Major General Edwin il. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White Houee

Washington, D. C.

Dear General Wateon:

Heference is made to my recent letter referring to
an article in the "Merry-Go-Round" written by Drew Pearson in
the "Washington Pest" on July &, 1944, concerning the renorts
of Father Urlemnnskl and Professor Osear Lange.

S0 that you might be advised as to the comnlete da-
tails in this matter as mentioned by Professor Cscar Lange in
hile telegram of July 3, 1944, there are attached conies of his
letter dated July 5, 1944, as well ns conles of the statements
enclosed in his letter made by Dorothy Jaffe Sheinfeld, Secretary
to Professor Lange, and Bert F. Hoselitz.

Flease be advised that I am also making avallable conles
of Professor Lange's letter to the State Department for its infor-
mation.

With massurances of my highest esteem an’ best regards.

Sincerely yours,

L W‘\J
Enclosures Q}

DECLASSIFIED
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July 5, 1944

Mr. John Edgar Hoover
Director Federal Rureau of Investipation
Washington D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover: v

I thank you very much for your telepram of July 4 and for vour kind
co-operation. As further explanation of my telegram of July 3 T submit the
following information, ¥

After my return from my trip to the Soviet Union, where I had a conference
with Marshal Stalin and Mr. Molotov, I submitted a private report (I travelled as
a strictly private citizen) to the State Department and to the White House. As
this report contained references to Teheran and similar matters I considered the
account as confidential.

On June 26-th during my absence from Chicaro, a Mr, David Karr wisited
my secretary, Miss Dorothy Jaffe, repressnted himself as beinp of "ice-President
Wallace's office and requested, in the name of the Vice-President an account of
my conference with Stalin. He explained that Mr. Wallace is leaving China for
flussia where he intends to meet Stalin and that he wants infarmation about what
Stalin told me during my intarview. He said that the information is needed im-
mediately and is going to cable to the Vice-Prasident. After some hesitation Miss
Jaffe let hin read the report I had prepared for the State Department and the
White House. Miss Jaffe wrote me about it to lNew York.

I enclose statements of Miss Jaffe and of Mr, lloselits (my research
assistant) which contain a deteiled description of the incident.

The matter appeared rather strange to me and T investipated it further,

I found that in April Mr. Karr had asked my friend Mr. A. Kulikowski (who had
sigred my passport application) about the details of my trip to Moscow, He did so
in the name of the Vice-President. Mr. Kulikowski checked up with the Vice-President'
secretary (Mr. Harold Younp) who declared that the Vice-President had not asked

Mr. Karr te call upon Mr. Kulikowski and knew nothing about it., .

Hoving become suspicious, I called up Mr. harr on July 1 by telephpne and asked him
to explain whether the Vice-President had commissioned him to ask for a report on
my meeting with Marshall Stalin. I asked for a clear "yes or no" answer., Mr. Karr
refused to give such an answer. Later Mr. Karr called me up and explained that
though the Vice-President had not asked specifically for a report, it was customary
for him (Mr. Karr) to collect information for the Vice-President on his own
initiative. I warned Mr. Karr apgeinst any attempts on his part to cormunicate the
information he had obtained to ersons other than the Vice-President. Mr. Karr
told me that I can rest assured about it and that the notes he took are in the
Vice-President's office awaiting his return to the United States. He invoked the
fact I had seen him (in September 1943) in the Vice-President's party in Chicapo

as & proof that he is really connected with the staff of the Vice-Prasident.

Mr. Kulikowski, from whom Mr. Karr had extracted information by posing as
an official of the Vice-President, told me on July 1 that Mr, Kerr is supplying
information to Irew Pearson., Indeed, on July 2 and 3 an account of my conference
with Stalin and Molotov appeared in Pearson's column, Fortunately, Mr. Karr or
Mr. Pearson have picked the least important parts of the conversation and the leak
of information proved less harmful than I had feared,
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On July 3 T received a telogram from ¥r. Harcld Young, Assistant to the
Vice=Presidant, stating that Mr. Farr is not employed by the Vise=Fresident's
office and had no authorizetion to ask for information in ths Vice-Prosident's
nare, This makes it clear that l'r, Earr acted without authorization of the
Vice=Prasidont and that hs falsely presented himselfl as & member of the Viece=
Presidont's office,

v, Farr's ropoated motions in the name of the Vice=President and as an
allaged public official are a public menace., They are alsc an infringement of
the law. It seems to mo that ths Depertment of Justice should investigate Mr, Karr's
activities in which he falsely poses as a publls offieial., In mr opinien i% also
should be astablished whether Mr, Drow Pearson kmew of Mr, larr'c imporsenification
of o publis official,

Sincorely yours,
/a/ Omcar Lange

Oncar Lanpo
Professor of Toonomice, University of Chicago.

2 Enal.
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July &, 1944

On Monday, June 26, 1944, at about 11:30 a.m., Mr. David Karr phoned
me at Professor Oscar Lange's office at the University of Chicmgo, and said he
wog from Vice President Wallace's office. He said thnt Mr. Wallace was to leave
China within one or two days, and on his way back to the United States, ston off
to see Premler Stalin in Russia. lir. Wallace, he saild, wanted to get the
pertinent detalls of the lange-Stalin discussion before he (Wallace) maw Stalin.

I was somewhat dudblous about glving him these details without Mr. Lange's
consent, but he told me that he had introduced Mr. Lange and Mr. Adan Kulilkowald
to Mr. Wallace, and I nsked him to come to the office that same afternoon at 5:00
elelock.

When he arrived, I was in the office together with Hr. Bert Hoselitz,
who is MNr. Lange's Reeearch Assistant. When Mr. Karr came, he agnin reiterated
that he intended to cable the Lange-Stalin interview te Mr. Wallace. I do not
remeuber the exact words he used, but there was no doubt in my mind that, from
what he eald, he was a close and confidential voliticnl adviser to Vice President
Wallace. In order to prove how well acquainted he was with Mr. Wallace'g movements,
ne even wentioned that the Vice President was to #o to Tashkent, and asked Mp,
Hoselitz and myself to keep this information confidential. He sald that this
report had to reach Mr. Wallace imzediately, and therefore could not walt umon
Mr. Lange's return to Chicago.

After I became confident of Mr. Karr's position as an adviser to Vige
President Wallace, I gave him a cony of the Lange-S5talin interview, and told him
that thls wae a highly confidential rewort and not intended for publication. While
reading it, Mr. Karr expressed at one or two nlaces his opinion that the renvort, if
published, would crente politicnl dynemite, and there is no doubt that he understood
nnd agreed that the contents of the interview were not intended for anyone but
Hr. Wallnee. Since the recort was rather long, Mr. Karr asked we to helw him make
a sumzary of the pertinent narts. Since we hoth agreed that this remort wee highly
confidential, I asked Mr. Hoselitz to leave the offies before we started discunsing
it.

I helped Mr. Karr get the pertinent facts of the revort in order. When
he left, he expressed his ovinion agaln that he considered the remort to be con-
Tldential, and he said that Mr. Wallace would be very interested in the information
and that he would izmmediately send it to him.

During our conversation, Mr. Karr proved to my comolete satisfaction that
he was David Karr, and that he was getting this confidentinl information for no one
but Vice President Wallace.

When he left, he maid that he would get Mr. Wallace to send me an
autogranhed pleture of himeelf unon his return to his country.

/8] Dorothy Jaffe Sheinfela

Dorothy Jaffe Sheinfeld
Secretary to Oscar Lange



July 3, 1944

On Yonday, June 26, 1944, T was in Mr. Oscar Lange's office, where I
work regularly as his Research Assistant, when about 3:00 o'eclock in the afterncon,
¥r. David Karr came to the office. He had an appointment with Miss Dorothy Jaffe
(Mrs, David Sheinfeld). I knew that he had come to see a confidential report
which ¥r. Lange had made of his interview with Stalin, the contents of which were
entirely unknown to me at thit time.

When Mr. Karr came, he introduced himself as being a member of Tice
President Wallace's staff, and in the short conversation which followed, he made
a number of statements which comvinced me that he was a close and confidential
personal adviser to the Viee President.

He asked Miss Jaffe to shor him Mr. Lange's interview, anpd since it
was confidential, Miss Jaffe asked him to read it but not to discuss any of its
contents in my presence. While Mr. Karr read the document, he exclaimed at least
twice that it contalned important confidential information which, if publicized,
would cause a considerable political stir. Mr. Karr then said to Miss Jaffe that
he did not think that all details of the report would be of interest to Mr. Wallace,
and asked her to help him make excerpts of the most pertinent parts. I then left
the office because Miss Jaffe and ¥r. Karr wanted to diseuss the contents of the
document .

When T returned, Mr. Karr was just leaving, and expressed again his
belief that the report would be of great value to Vice President Wallace. On =y
asiing him how he could get it to Mr. Wallace, he answered that he would cable it.
Thare was no doubt in my mind that Mr. Karr had come sclely for the purpose of
sbtaining the confidential details of the Lanpe-Stalin interview for the exclusive
use of Tice President Wallace, and there is egually no doubt in my mind that Ur.
¥arr was repeatedly warned, and understood, the confidential nature of the report.

Ja/ Bert F. Hoselits

Bert F. Hoselitz



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

July 25, 1944

MEMOKANDUM FOR GENEHAL WATSON

The attached letter of July fourth to
you from J. Edgar Hoover together with
the two newspaper clippings whleh accom-
panied 1t are returned to you herewlth.

They were sent to me with a brief
memorandun of July tnirteenth by the
—_—

President, with the request that they be

returned to you.



" RESPECTFULLY FORWARDED TO
PRESIDENT: .

E.M.W.,

(re Drew Pearson's disclosure of secret
reports of Father Orlemanskl and Prof,

Lange)



JOHH EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

Frderal Bureau of Fumestigation
Hnited States Bepurtment of Justice

Washington, B. Q.
~uly 4 1944  PERSONAL AND

BY SPECIAL MESSENGER

Major General Edwin M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Ceneral Watsoni

Drew Pearson, writer for the "Washington Post", on July 3,
1944, published an article in the "Merry-Oo-Round" referring to the re-
ports recently furnished to the White House by Father Orlemanski of
Springfield, Massachusetts, and Professor Oscar Lange, Polish-American
leader and teacher at the University of Chicago.

In substance, Mr. Pearson referred to the interviews by Father
Orlemanski and Professor Lange had with Premler Josef Stalin. Mr. Pearson
stated that the net conclusion drawn from the "Lange-Orlemanski" reports
is that Polish-Russian relations are on the eve of a wholesome
rapprochement. He commented that shortly after the receipt of these
reports, President Roosevelt began a series of conferences with the
Polish Premier in Washington and the results of these conferences had
exceeded expectations. During the interviews with Stalin, Father
Orlemanski and Professor Lange were reassured that Russla wants a
fstrong" independent Poland after the war but a Poland which will be
favorably disposed towards Russia. Stalin was said to have averred
that he was ready to build a Polish Army of 1,000,000 men, to equip it
fully, and arm it with the best guns the Soviet Union can make. Mr.
Pearson also referred to Stalin's discussion of the boundary situation
which reportedly had been dlscussed at Teheran. According to Mr. Pearson's
column, Professor Lange had been permitted to visit the Pollsh Army
inside of Russia and that he had been uncomplimentary in telling Stalin
about the living conditions of the Polish population in Russia. Con-
tinuing, he reported that soveral days after Lange had made his complaint,
Lange had learned that Stalin had arranged to better the living conditions
of the Polish refugees in Russla.

At the conclusion of the news article, there appears an editor's
note that a second and concluding column on the Stalin interviews would

appear on July 4, 1944, giving in detail some of the Russian Premier's
ideas on Germany and postwar collaboraticon.



Hajor General Edwin }. Watson

With reference to the ahbove-mentioned article by lir. Pearson,
I wish to advise that I am in receint of a telegram, deted July 3, 1944,
from Professor Oscar Lange, 425 Fast 86th Street, Apartment 2D, New
York, New York, which reads as follows:

"Drew Pearson column describes my secret renort to State
Department on talk with Stalin. Got it from Vice President
Wallace's Office. David Carr, emnloyee of Wallace, demanded
report in name of Vice President from my secretary during my
absence. Carr seid Wallace going see Stalin wants my report.
Carr used Vice President's name to obtailn revort and sell

to Pearson. Pearson announces second column on Teheran.
Please stop him."

In acknowledging Mr. Lange's telegram, I suggested that he
personally contact the Office of Censorship with reference to this

matter.

In view of the comments of Professor Lange, I thought you
would like to be advised of lir. Pearson's column ammearing in the
"Washington Post". I have taken the liberty of making available the
above information to the State Department.

Sincerely,

|
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PERSONAL &
July 13, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

For your information and
return to General Wateson for

his files.

F. D. R.

Enclosures

Report from J. Ldgar Hoover 7/4/44
re Drew Pearson'e disclosure of secret
reporte of Father Orlemanski and Prof.

Lange.

NCT ASSTFIED

T



TH1S OVERSIZL ITEM HAS BEEN
MICROFILKMED IN 3ECTIONS,
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