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OOSTIGAN ACT APPLIED AS TO RESTRIOTIONS AND
UNAPPLIED AS TO COMPENSATIONS, OREDIT PARALYZED, CANE
DRIED UP, MILLS DECAPITATING FARMERS, NINETY-EIGHT
PER OENT CANE WORKERS UNEMPLOYED STARVING, MISADMINIS-
TRATION FROM WASHINGTON OF POLICY INTENDED TO DO OPPOSITE
HAS ACCELERATED TREMENDOUSLY PROCESS OF LAST THIRTY YEARS,
CHARDON PLAN, WHICH HAS ENORMOUS POPULAR SUPPORT OF
ECONOMIO ASSOCIATIONS EXCEPT SUGAR MILLS AND OF SOUIALIST
AND LIBERAL PARTIES, INDEPENDENT PRESS AND CHURCH, BEING
UNWARRANTABLY DELAYED WHILE BIG MILLS FIGHT UNDERHAND,
I TRY = HARD TO KEEP CONFIDENCE WHILE ORITICIZING PETTY
WASHINGTON OFFICIALS FOR ORIMIBAL NEGLIOENCE, SITUATION
GROWING RAPIDLY UNMANAGEABLE, PEOPLE BEING AS GOOD AS
THEY OAN ABOUT IT BUT THERE IS DISTINOT SENSE OF IN-
TOLERABLE BETRAYAL FROM WASHINGTON THROUGHOUT POPULATION.

Luis  MUNBE MARIN
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Dear Euhy:ifgy ¢

The result of the elections hers is as foreseen. Hugze sums of money spent by
sugar, in spite of the weak Liberal cendidates, plus terror among & large part of
the population caused by the unjustified punitive clauses of the Tydings Independ-
ence Bill (Hold-up Bill for a better term) produced victory for the people who have
80 viclously attacked the New lUgal, end Roosevelt, and Ickes, and all their works,
The moment the Tydings Bill was introduced I knew this result and ennounced that T
would not run for office, as ¥ou remember. I did this partly in an attempt to si-
lence socme fire from the suzar corporations,and also because I would not subject my-
self to the certainty of defeat by the forces released or strengthened by the pre-
sentation of the Tydings Bill as en Administration measure, capped with the an-
nouncement that it had been 8pproved unanimously by the Cabinet. I know thess
things (approved by cabinet,ete) are untrue as a matter of reality; but they remain
offieially true,and they are certainly true to the susar companies and to the popu-
lation at large,

I have issued a press statement, a clipping of which T enclose, stating that T
knew what the results of the elections would be 88 8oon as the Tydings Bi1l was in-
troduced., Every loecal Liberal leader on this island knows that this is not an after-
thought or an excuse,because I discussed the matter in person with every single local
comnittee on the Island during the Retraimiento campaign, The position is today that
the only time in four Years in which the Liberal Farty did not take my advice, it
failed disastrously,and in exactly the manner predicted by me,

ASI will begin campaigning very soon. Within the next few days I shall call
together the Central Committee, to make plans and give a public statement of aims
and methods, In spite of the big Coalition vietory,which raises in Comlitionists
@ pork-barrel hope and appetite, I think we shall have meny thousands of Socialists

&nd Republicans in ASI, I am now trying to zet a good Socialist Vige President ,but
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i &un't know whether I shall be able to get one at sc short a distance from a Coali-
f”f#; tionist triumph,.

From all the foregoing yoﬁ will see how absurd it would be to consider the
elections just pessed &s & referendum on indppendence, I am sure that no person of
sound mind will consider them so; but the reactionaries are playing heavily on that
feature,

In the midst of so much confusion caused by E.G.'s irresponsible sction in havy-
ing the Tydinss Bill presented as an administration measure, in the midst of facing
8 new lease of office for the worst bunch of resctionaries ever assembled, it is
like a breath of fresh air to receive the news of the tremendous victory of Roosevelt
and the New Deal, A somewhet similar victory would have been achieved in Puerto Rico
by the supporters of the New Deal if it had not been for the monstrous Tydings Bill,
#What is the Supreme Court zoinz to do about it? Will it continue to support the
legal doetrine of Mr, Dooley? I trust it will, ZExtend my heartiest congratulations

to all our New Deal friends, from the White House dowm,

AB aver,
Luis
Yotel vote cast in Puerto Rico
1936 1932
Liberals 245,942 170,000 (approx)
Republicans 149,943 ' 110,000 "
Soclalists 141,373 0,000 "

Totel Coalition 291,216 200,000
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Dear Rexie

Yours or November thiprd clears the
lirrormm:[hlutll:m Inlltrrto
make the Caribbean situation clear as soon as
the set-up is ready to be announced,

I proceeded to tell him that I wag
ashamed that more had not been done in Puerto
Rico by the People theuselves, I Pointed out
that most of th-ii-lfnod is bought on the out-

To all of these things he hed no
anaway whatsoever, and he left me blinking
bie eyes ana with a very definite suspicion
that the President was &ngry ond had spanked
him,



You ought to put up & sign reading
"The United States helps them that help them=
selves™. That would glve a mew thought to the
politicts 1o your wmidet. You might also tell
them "Look Beyopd the end of your own nose®.

What a jJob you havel You are still
& young man =- you may be able to make real
improvements in Puorto Rieo if you stay there
twenty-rive yeers.

As ever yours,

Homorable Rexford G. Tugwell,
Governor of Puertc Rloo,

La Fortaleza,

S8an Juan

Puerto 00



LA FORTALEZA

PRI e SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO
SOVERNMOR ‘ November 3, 1941

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mp., President:

I have been very much amused in the last few weeks at the
analogy, in a small way, of course, of my treatment here

and the treatment which I remember so well you were given
in the early days of the New Deal.

The Coalitionists, including Balivar Pagan, Senator Iriarte,
Balsiero, etc., were infuriated by your characterization of
Mufioz Marin as the "Premier of Puerto Rico" and they suspect
that you send me secret instructions by every mail. Conse=
quently they have been leaving me strictly alone except to
indicate that I am a child-like innocent incapable of under=
standing Puerto Rican politics and, therefore, an easy
vietim, as you were, to the wiles of Mufioz Marin.

Do you remember how you were supposed to be the victim of a
hypothetical "Brain Trust" in the same way?

After carefully looking over the situation down here and siz-
ing up its relationship to the defense effort, 1t seemed to
me that two things were vitally necessary to the establish-
ment of a better situation. The first of these was that the
Tammany-like crooks should be driven out of political life
and this involved, it seemed, taking away from them their
sources of graft, very largely settled in munieipal services.
In order to accomplish this and to kill another bird with the
same stone, I started a movement for the purification of the
water supply and the establishment of a better sewerage sys-
tem. The other basic thing was to make some effort to turn
people from thelr basie homesickness for the old Spanish cul-
ture, which 1s so deep here, to a fundamental admiration for
Amer ican achlevements and a belief that the future lies in
the United States.

To do this a very varled and complex program 1s necessary,
including a better attack on the language problem, the estab-



lishment of a school of public administration at the Uni-
versity which looks toward opening our Civil Service to
Puerto Rico, a program of economic rehabllitation which
will carry on work which was well begun by PRRA but which
has been starved out in the last two or three years, and

the attempt to build up a better basic system of govermment-
al services for which the first requisite was the getting of
more revenues.

I have the Leglslature in special session at this moment for
some of these purposes and am maklng progress. I think the
opposition is on the run and that Mufiog Marin and I between
us can reglster some real achlevements before long. My great
interest in the establishment of a sound policy here in the
first few months has been the reason for my reluctance to
take an mctive part in the whole Caribbean set-up. TYou must
understand that my reluctance does not come from any belief
that a Caribbean program is not needed. On the contrary, you
are aware that I have been one of those who has pushed for 1t
for & long time. But Puerto Ricans are so terribly touchy
and so convinced that they are superior, not only raclally
but in fundamental economlec possibilities (although nelther
of these seems thoroughly justified), that there has been
enormous backing here for a campalgn against any concerted
Caribbean action, even though nobody has known what the pro-
gram for such action might be. All of this can, of course,
be off set by a statement from you that, far from being in
danger, Puerto Rican interests are likely to be emhanced by
any Caribbean cooperation, and it is my hope that you will
make such a statement when the Commission on the Caribbean

is announced.

I have been rather embarrassingly in touch with both Harold
Tckes and Charles Taussig on these matters for the last few
weeks and have a feeling that you must be a little confused
by now at my attitude. If 1t 1s confusing, 1t 1s because
Taussig and Ickes heartily detest each other, as you probably
know, and since I am responsible for reporting to Ickes the
situation has often been very difficult for me. I do not
need to tell you that I have only been trying to do the things
which I think you would have me do if you had time to direct
them in detail and that I regard myself merely as an officer
in what has come to be literally a rather large army.

Since rnlr.v_‘

R. G. Tugwell
Governor
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THIS IS A TYPICAL EDITORIAL OF "EL MUNDO".

La Fortaleza, Nov. 3, 194l.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE GOVERNOR:
Siry

The following is a translation of an editorial print-

ed in today's issue of "El Mundo"p
"WAKE UP FARMER3"

The Federal Census Bureau has made a study of conditions
in the Caribbean. That study was made for a purpose. It was
not & whimsical action. It responded to the existence of &
concerted plan in connection with these islands. The Federal
Census Bureau i1s a highly responsible agency of the govern-
ment of the United States. Undoubtedly it is not conducting
this investigation for curiosity's sake, or because its offi-
cials love to travel. They do not make their comments with
the purpose of listening to themselves. They are sclentifle
men tied up to the diseipline of government. The Faderal
Census Bureau officially announced that the population and
health problems of the Caribbean would be solved in the near
future. An assertion of that nature, so definitely and so
clear, is backed, no doubt, by the effectlveness of a plan
definitely agreed upon. How is that plan to function? The
answer to that question was hinted in clear terms by the
Bureau. It pointed out as one of the causes for economlc
restleness in the Caribbean the existence of subsidies and
tariffs. As a matter of fact subsidies are at present the

basis of our agriculture. As to the tariffs, Puerto Rico

happens to be the first beneficlary of the Caribbean. Just
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as soon as the Tariff wall is brought down, Puerto Rico will
be displaced from the American market, This is a fact which
shows lack of responsibility and very little concern for the
fate which might befall our island.

The Dominican Republic 1is beginning to realize the possl-
bilities which might arise from the suppression of tariffs in
the Caribbean area. Our colleague "La Nacién", one of the most
important dailies in Trujillo City, and very close to the
government of that Republic, printed an editorial on the 2lsa%
of October in which it is very clearly shown that they have
hopes for improving thelr economic means at our expense. In
our editorial last Saturday we reprinted the sald editorial
to help our people awake to the Imminence of the danger with
which we are threatened. "The Dominican Republic will great-
1y benefit through a regular interchange among the people of
the Caribbean. It i1s in a position to supply to Puerto Rlco
811 kinds of food products which can not be done while the
present restrictions exlst" states "La Naecién" in its endorse-
ment of tariff elimination.

Our colleague undoubtedly forgets that our agriculture
and Dominiean agriculture are identical. Our crops consist of
the same products and our basis for barter would be non-exist-
ent. The fertile Dominican lands with its intensive producti-
vity would certainly wipe off our production should the tariffs
be eliminated. If the markets of Puerto Rico would be opened
to the Caribbean production and specially to the production

of our Dominican neighbor, Puerto Rican agrliculture would dis-
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appear automatically. The limitation of our territory plus the
fact that our much exploited lands only produce by means of
fertilizers and intense cultivation coupled with the difference
in wages pald are elemental factors which can readily be seen
by even the least experienced in economical subjects. The
Puerto Rican farmer would be destroyed in the midst of free
competition. Could Puerto Rico risk the destruction of its
agriculture? What would be gained by reducing the cost of living
if we could not afford even to live? What would it mean to
have an abundance of food crops if we could not buy them? It
would result in the misery and torture of & rulned people cn
the verge of desperation. We cannot risk our economy not even
to the minimum not to speak of the maximum, of free competition
without risking the very existence of our people. On the other
side, whenever the food crops of the Caribbean flood our markets
displacing our home agriculture, we should be eliminated from
the econtinental markets by the law of reciproclty. by that same
law which at present guarantees our defense and protection.

The Dominicans harbor the hope that the Caribbean plan
will give access to their products into the United States market.
The same is true of Haltli. The same 1s true of every other re-
glon of the Caribbean zone. All of them have abundance of our
own products: Sugar, coffee, tobacco, frults, vegetables,etc.
We would like to know if anyone can explain how could Puerto
Rico profit by this unexpected competition and we would further



willw
like to know how could it be possible to avoid the tremendous
resulting harm. "La Nacién" says: "We would advocate a con-
ference at which all the Caribbean pecple should be represent-
ed for the purpose of reaching an agreement tending to an
equitable regulation in the system of commercial relations
between the Caribbean zone and the Unlted States. In the
"equitable regulation™ of those relations, how is Puerto Rico
to profit? Within the fixed law of supply and demand, how
could this be done without Puerto Rico sacrificing a large
part of 1ts present exporta?

Farmers of Puerto Rico, it is well that you begin to
understand what 1s meant by economic cooperation in the
Caribbean. The Senate of Puerto Rlco, by a majority vote,
has just expressed itself in favor of the creation of means
so that Puerto Rico will have access to the cheaper markets
of the Caribbean. This cen only be materialized through the
elimination of the tariffws. By this time this expression from
the Senate of Puerto Rico is known to official Washington.
Are the genuine interests of Puerto Rico being defended? The
Farmers of Puerto Rico will have the last word.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 14, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY AND
THE NECESSARY ACTION,

F.D.R,

Cable from Tuewell, Governor of Puerto Rico,
undated, to tae President, protesting plans to
cut imrortation of Puerto Rican rum. This
action is inspired by nending FFA agreement
for murchase of Cuban molasses and restriction
on imnortation of Cuban alcoholic beverares,

/- &
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 7, 1944

|

&
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My dear Covernor Tugwell,

The restriction of the production of rum in iusrte Rige
mtmnmmmn;—-mmumm
of the war, The extent of the restriction and the manner of its
mﬂmmmummmhmm,m
mwhmththh“ﬂmmbu-dm;tﬂrwunlnr
all the circumstances in the case.

Simgerely yours,
FRAMKLIN O, KEUOSEVELT

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

/ LiteY™
A .r ot ..}:I u'!-*'-‘\?'zhh“ 1
‘ " 7 -*f/' = _,/ / §
/ f _}L-\-n-u
DECLASEIFIED

by Deputy Archivist of -1
ﬁg L0 tﬂfr'?.
By . J. Btewart Date —



FROW: GOVERNOR TUGWELL
T0 : THE PRESIDENT
MO ANTD 7717, 16 March 1944.

No objection will be made by the people of Puerto Riao
to enything clearly necessary to war. However, the coples
sent to Byrnes and me of the correspondence betwsen Ickes
and FEA clearly shows that proposed action is inspired by
Cuben agreement whereby, as part of a deal for obtaining
the Cuban suger and molasses crop, FEa agraes to try to
curteil importation of alcoholie baverages from other areas
inoluding Puerte Rico end the Virgin Islends. Puerto Rico
wes treated by FEA without examining the tragiec effacts on
Puerto Rico as if it were a foreign eountry end not part of
the United States. The first real rehebilitation progrem
in the history of the island will be destroyed by the pro-
posed action, and the present unemployment reliaf program
will be mede impossible. Sericusness of unemployment has
inereesed tremendously since the withdrawal of WrFA and the
end of military construction. The whole relief program is
financed from rum revenue. Puerto Rico is pletured as a

pawn in all newspaper storles and as being smcrificed in a

Cuban deal. I cannot deny this or essure Puerto Ricans their

saerifices are vitally necessary to the war on the facts
L]

available to me. foee b
E 0.11608, Sea. [T ard 5D ar (B)

TInter . felter, (/-3-72—
n;éfgfnpr Date_Z=23-7¢

el .



£ s { INTERIOR DEPT. |
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THE WHITE HOUEE’ A OFFICE .
THE SLCRE]L nf_i:’ |
WASHINGTON  ——— 9041

April 3, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, HAROLD L, ICKES:

I%LthHJJh’r!'_FOR PREPARATION OF REFLY,
MAIL 1E

PR -

T EDNLA
- _APR= 1944
S RERYT

Tor X7

DICLASSLIFIED
By Depuiy Archivist of the U.S.

By W. J. Stewart Date FFR 16 19//



{Copv of this letter is filed

FMMMF“#

Apeid 8, 1944

Desr Yarolds

T note from your letter of March 79
that vou have comnmunicated with Juatice Byrnes
with refarence tn the recent limftution imposed
wron the rroduction of Puerto R'caen rmna dur'ng
1944, T kmow that vou will hear from him shortly
and that he w'll be ss libaral with uerto fico
sn the urgencle= of our war nproduetion will
ressgnably admit.

Sincarely yours,
FHANMKLIN B, ROOSEVELZ
Honoreble Herold L. Tckes

Sacretary of the Tnterfor,
Tashington, D. C.

- Ickes Folder, dr.

2=44.)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 1, 1044,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. JAMES F, BYRNES:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE,

F.D.R,

Letter from the Acting Secretary of the Interior,

ifﬂ_-’l;.l, to the 'I"h!-r_.pi._“ﬁj. & comw of which has

baen retained for our files, in re reatriction

af rroduetion of ™erto Rican rum during 1944,
e — —_—

~7e/



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

MAR 29 1544

My dear Mr. President:

Justice Byrnes' memorandum of Maroh 16 was followed by his declsion
restrioting Puerto Rloo to the produetion of 7,300,000 proof gallons of
rum during 1944 as against the production of 9,100,000 proof gallons in
1945, Cuba is allowed to export to the United States 14,300,000 gallons
although she shipped only 186,000 gallons here in 1842 and never was a
serious competitor of Puerto Eloo.

This 1s & hard blow to the Island. It limits work and it deprives
the Insular Tressury of the rum revenues whioh are a major part of the
Government's budget with whioh they teke care of their unemployed.

We have ssked Justiee Byrnes to consider revising his decisiom,

to allow Puerto Rloo to produce 9,100,000 gallons (the same ms 1t Aid
in 1943) and to remove the retroactive feature of the limitation order.

Sinoerely yours,

(SGD.) ABE FORTAS
Aoting Beoretary of the Ioterior.

The Fresident,
The White House.




! THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 20, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. JAMES F. DYRnEs (53%°

I do not know enough about
this subject to give my approval
or disapproval. I will do whatever
you and Harold work out.

F. D. R.

Returning memorandum which the President roceived

from Hon., Jeme= ¥, Byrnes, V/17/i4, in re nolasses

from the Caribbean arean Tor use in the mapmufactura =
_»arlubean areh

of Tnthetic mbbapr, a :-':r':l.' of which hns been
retafned for oir Tilesn.

x50

x /57



March 17, 1944

MEMORANDUY FOR THE rRECIDENT
FROM: JAMES F. DYRNES

It is Aimperative that we pecure all ;ossible lﬂ:l-lllil
from the Caribbean ares for use in the menufscture of synthetie rubber
and to reduce the lndustrisl requirements of wheat. “341_}4

In securing molasses from Cuba, FEA and State agreed that the
United ~tates deiegatlon would "recosmend to the sppropriate Unlted -
dtates Governnent suthorities the establishment of imjort scuntrolled
massures for beveruge alecohol from other countries or froz tha lnsulur
tarritories of the United States on buses similar to those provided for®

in the case of Cuba.

Fusrto hico axported to the United States 5,700,000 gallons
of beverage aleohol last yoar. 'This represanta the lergeot sxportatione
in Puerto Rioun bistory. The production of beversge slechol wup, however,
9,100,000 gailons. Im,orts [rom Puerto Hiec cannot be eentrelled;, pro-
duction can bes accordingly, in my opinion preducticn controls must be
get for fuerto Eico that will accord with the Cuban mgresment and will
asssure us the largest possible amount of Puerto Flean molrsses, without
unnecsssary disturbance of ite domestle soonomy.

in my judgment, the Puerto Flean production, ull things cone
sidered, should be limited Lo 7,300,000 gallons. Sinse FPuerto Hlco has
7,500,000 gullons in storage, this produotion limitation will probably
mean that sctuul imports of Fuerto Rican rum will exceed last ysar's
record amcunt.

Interior objects to any limitation of production below 3,100,000
gellons, A Gubstantisl part of the revenmue of the irsular government 1s
derived from the tax on exjorts of rusm. It asserts thet the internal
stability of Puerio iico depends upon its ability to have the internal
revenue derived thersfroa for its Treasury amdl that e curtallomt on
sroduction may make impossible the donstruetion of sehools, hoapituls,
and heulth feeiilties, and may re trict the amount of food now made
available to the people by the Puerto Riean Governzent by the rus tuxes.

- State and FEA both sssert that the Cuban agreesent will [all
Af & grester ,roduction than 7,300,000 gallons of FPuerto Hlean rum is
permitted. The loss of the Cuben sgreemsnt would sericusly threaten

our rubber prograa.
As alresdy stated, it is my thought thet Puerto Risan rum
tad lﬂih?.m,mﬂuﬂl- I

year
understand, however, that the Puerto Riewn Governuent has coa.unicated

-






: JJ'/-V“ THE WHITE HOUSE

4‘ A WASHINGTON
A
Naroh 18, 1044,
MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. HAROLD L. ICKES: |,

¥hat do you think of this?

F.D.R,

DECLASSIFIED
iy Deputy Archiviet of the U.8.

By V. J. Btowart Date
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Mareh 15, L944

MEMORANIUY FOR THE PRESIDENT
SURJECTY Puerto Rlgen Aicohol

showsed me Rex Tugwell's telegram about Puerto

- kléan nlcohol. ers are the factsl

Bradlay Jewey some weaks ngo porved notlce on WFP that if the
rubber jrogram was %o succead he must have an inereased su;;ly of
slechol, Marvin Jones advized me he could divert a small umount of
sugar but could not make evallable any more grain. He wa: seeking to
buy grain froz Conada. Because of the shortage of rellroad gars we
could not lnerease the sup)ly of Cenadlen grain. Thare was a shortage
of grein for feed purposes. The daliry situntion was still bad, par-
tleularly in the New England states.

The only source fro= which we could get nn additionsl suy ly of
alsobol was molasses. The condition of the rubbar program was po
sarious thet all of the agenclos present agresd avery eflort should be
eade to get molasses [{rom any source. A delegation wmug sent to Cube
by Fid. I joined Stettinlus in urging the Cuban Ambassador to assist
us, The President of Cubu cooporuted and sll parties sgree thet the
Cuban contract L1a a good one, Undar it Cuba is allowed to shi; rum
to this country in an amount equul to what it shipped us in 1943. It
waa provided, however, that Pusrto Hleo would heve to be mccorded als~

ilar treutment.

The State Departaemnt declares it ls escentlul for us to live up
to the agresment FLA msde with Cuba. FEA says they made 1t only after
they nud advised Interior Depertment what they were golng to do. All
the agenoles with the exception of Interior agreed thnt "similsr treat=
mont® would requirs liziting Puerto Rico to 1943 shipments. Tugwell
gays this is unfair., There can be no other base jericd. Puerte Hieo
shipped us in 194) almost three tines us much as in 1942 but wishes
to inoresse its shipments this year.

When we do oot let our own jsople make whiskey and we limit

Cuba, it does mot seem unfair to ajply to Puerto flco the susme lialte-
tion ayplied to Cuba. If mecessary Lt would be botter to appropriste
monay for rellsl  urposes becuuse we have monsy but we do not have
molasses and solasses ls necessary for the rubber ;rogrum. Of course
the liquor business has greatly increused the revenues of Fuerto Kdeo.
Tha whiskey interc:te in this country have o [inaneisl lntere:t in some
of tha Puerto Hican rus ;roductlon. Tugwell suys tant if we do not per=
mit thes to make more money this yesar out of the nhlukey business, it
will sffect the local elsction, If we don't get more molasscs and Lo
rubber jrogram is hurt, it wi.l affect tho war and #iil wlso alfeet ocur

alegtiona.

JduFaBa
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 4, 1944,

For file. First page missing whem handed
to me by the President today.

Rigdon,



At this holiday time 1 am not sure but that
Puerto Rico 1s the most fortunate spot under the flag.
Most of our tension disappeared when by using bulk-
buylng and a little judleious subsidy, we stabilized
the cost of living in all important items. I do hope
you win your subsidy fight there. It really works.

Sincerely yours,

Ve

R. G. Tugwell
Governor

The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
President of the United States
White House

Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
Beptember B, 1944.
MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL MARSHALL1
T0 DO THE NECESSARY.

r.b IR-






I suggest that the Commanding General in Puerto Rico
be instructed to asslst the Governcr in insuring orderly
conduct of the election there this vear. I am informed that
the election will be waraly contested and that the insular
police force has been depleted by army drafts.



I suggest that the Commanding General in Puerto Rico be

instructed to assist the Governor in insuring orderly conduct

of the election there this year, I am informed that the election
will be warmly contested and that the insular police force has

been depleted by army drafts.

37 SAL s i80S



Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
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k: }j WAR DEPARTMENT
7 THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTOM

September 11, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

In compliance with your instructions
"to do the necessary," I have dispatched a mes-
sage to the Commanding General, Caribbean De-
fense Command, and the Commanding General, An-
tillee Department, apprising them of the re-
ported possibility of disorder in Puerto Fico
during election this year. Instructions have
been issued to the Commanding General, Antilles
Department, th:st in case of lawless violence
he will be prepared to take action upon request
of the Governor of Puerto Rico under the pro-
visions of Section 12, Act of March 2, 1917 (39

Statute 955).

DCGLATSIFIED s
DOD LiK. s200.9 (s/27/58) ) lefof Staf
Date- 3~ f7—5? \)

gignature- C L ij/&cc-’r

CONEIDENTIAL-
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