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The result or the election• here 1o aa foreseen. lllge ...,. or ooney apent by 

sugar, 1n spite or the weak Liberol candidates, plua terror among a large part or 
the ;opulation caused by tho unjustified punitive clausoe or the Tydings Independ­
ence Bill (Hold-up Bill t or a better term) produced victory tor tho people who have 
eo viciously attacked the New Deal, and Roosevelt, and Ickes, and all their works . 
Tho moment the Tydings Bill waa introduced I knew th1e reeult and announced that I 
WC\lld not run tor ottice , aa you remember. I did this partly in an attempt to ai-
lence eoce tire rro:n the w ,ar corporations ,and also because I would not a~tbjeot m.y-
aelt to the certainty or deraat by the forces releasee! or etrengthened by the pre-
•entation ot the Tydings Bill as an Adminietration moas~tre, capped with the an-
nouncemont that it bad been approved unanimously by the Cabinet. I know thoee 
thing• (approved by cab1net,eto) are untrue as a matter or reality; hilt they remain 
officially true ,and they are certainly true to t he ougar companies and to t he popu-
lation at large. 

I have issued a prase atat~ont , a clipping or which I enclose , stating that I 
knew what the reoulte or t he elections would be •• soon oe tho Tydinga Bi l l waa in-
traduced, Every local Liberal leader on t h is 1aland knowa that tbia is not an attar-
tho\lght or an oxcuoe,boca\lee I discussed t he matter in p reon with avery single local 
comc1ttea on the leland during tho Retrauoiento campaign, The position ia today t -.t 
the only t1118 in tour yeare in whicb the Liberal Part7 did not take f11/l advice , it 
tailed daaetrously ,and 1n exactly the manner predicted by IDII . 

ASI will begin ca.IJ!Paigning very aeon, 11'1tb1n the next tew da.ya I ebell call 
together the Central Committ ee, to make plana and give a public statement or aime 
and mecboda, In spite or the big Coalition Yiotory ,Which raisea in Coalitionists 
a porlc-barral hope and appetite, I think we aball have many thouae da or Sociallata 
and Republican• in ASI. I am now trying to got a good SOcialiat Vice Prea1dent,but 
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• , don• t l<Dow whether I ahall be able to get one at eo abort a dlatance rroa a Coall-

tloniet triumph. 

J'rom all the foregoing you wlll see bow abeurd It wwld be to consider tba 

elections j ust paaaad as a referendum on indppondonce. I am eure that no person of 

aound mind wll1 conei<ler them so; but the reactionaries are playing hea vily on that 

feature . 

In the ~idat or so ~ch contusion caused by E.o .•s trreeponsibla action In bav-

ing the TycHn ·a 8111 presented as an ·•dminiati'ltion m.;aeur o, In tha midst of teeing 

a new lease or office for the worat bunch of reactionaries over aseembled , it i.e 

like 8 breatb or rreab air t o racei'f& the news or t he tre.undoua victory or Roosevelt 

and tho !lew Deal. A somer~hat alm1le.r victory would have been achieved in Puerto Rico 
by the eupportere or the 1:aw ~al if it bad not been tor the r.onstrcua Tydinge 8111 • 

. lhat Is the Supreme Court got~ to do about it? Will It continue to support the 

legel doctrine o• ~ r • ..ooley? I trust It wlll. =rteod ey heartiest congratulations 

to all our ~ew Deal friends, from t he ~te House down . 

A.a ever, 

Luis 

\ 
~· otal vote cast 1n Pu&rto Rioo 

1936 1932 

Liberals 245, 942 170, 000 (apprcx) 

Republicans 149, 943 110, 000 n 

Socialists 141, 373 90, 000 " 
Total Coalition 21ll , 216 200, 000 
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t o• • of l'oYM 'IIar thlri ol .. n tha air ror aa allll I b8anlly .....-. I will tr7 to lUke the Carlbbeall aitGDUOII olear u eoo11 u the ae\.-t~;~ U ready to be UDOUIIOedo 
P ... 11 - 111 to - a e t he ot.llft day aDI prMene4 aaai•t I.IIJ' Carlbbeul oo~ rereDCe. I aued bla t~t~etllar he t10uld oppoae a Carlbbee.a ooatereDM 'tlbJ.oh helped the people or Paert.o 11100 aoo~oallT aA4 aoo1al1T. '!'bat a\aped h1a. 

I proo ... ed to \ell h18 tha t I wu aahee4 that IIIOH ud 110t baeD 4oaa la Paeno B1oo by \ba people Ulcaalna. I po1Dte4 011\ that moat or thalr rood la boQ8ht oD tha oll\­alde with 1'-'o Jlloaa 4ollan wbieh proo ... to lMn Ula ooadr7. I tol4 hla tha t PUno Jlloo 0118lat to CJ'OW IIIOJ"e ot Ua OWD rood, IIOJ"e roo4 to expon to M!Pbori-. 1alaD4a, Ul4 Ula t \bay oQ8ht to .. , oer\&lD UIJ.DP 'tlblob. t.hq O&Jia)t CJ'OW Ul_.elTaa hoa -1'117 pla oea l•tea4 or 4lnu& plaoN. I Uked h18 tdl7 the \111 on bouN oa t.he alopea or tu 1'or\J"eaa .. " nill there. 

'l'o all or Ul .. • tll1DP he bad 110 •-r wllat_, ... , ...S be len •• 'IIUDtt .. bJ.a •TN aad with a nr7 datllllte nQloJ.oa \bat \be Pre• U•t ._. aapr oDd bad ~aakM ~ 



Tou oapt to put up a dp raa41ac 
"'l'ba UJI1t.e4 St.at.ea help• th- t.ha t. help t.h­
••lYM•. Tl:lat. mul4 11•• a •• t.houaht. t.o t.he 
po11t1~' 1D J01U' c14at.. You might alao tell 
the •Look b~}"PJl4 t.he aJid or J'OUl" o- aoae•. 

Wbat. a job you hanl 
a J'OUJ:Ig lllAil -- you mq be able 
1mproYemante in Puorto Rloo 1t 
t.wenty-f1Ya ,.81"8. 

Boaorabla Ra:dor4 G. ~1. 
GoYerDOl" of Pual"to R1oo 0 
La rort.alaaa • 
San J"U&D• 
Puerto Rioo. 

You "" atill 
t.o mlca real 
you atay t.hel"8 
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SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 

•oveaber ~. l~~ 

The Pruident 
'l'b6 White H.ou .. 
Waahington, D. c. 

~ dear ~. President• 

I have been very muoh aaueed in the laat few weeks at the 
analogr, in a aaall way, ot oouru, ot JQ' treatment here 
and the treataent which I reae~~~ber ao well you were given 
in the early d&J"• ot the Hew Deal. 

The Coal1tion1sta, including Balhar Pagan, Senator Iriarte, 
Balaiero, etc. , wera infuriated by your characterisati on of 
Muno& Marin u the "Prelllier of Puerto Rico• and they auapect 
that you send me secret instruction• by every aail. Con••· 
quently they have been leaYing ae strictly alone except to 
indicate that I am a child-like innocent incapable of under• 
atanding Puerto Rican politica· and, therefore, an easy 
victilll, ae you ware, to the wilea of Muiio& llarin. 

Do you remaaber how you ware auppoaed to be the victim of a 
hypothetical "Brain Trust• in the a&llle wayT 

After carefully looking over the situation down here and ai&• 
ing up ita relationship to the defense effort, it seemed to 
ae tba t two things were Y1 tally necessary to the eatabliah• 
aent of a better situation. The first ot these waa that the 
T•-•ny·like crooka abould be drhen out ot political life 
and thia involved, it aeemed, taking away troa thea their 
aouroea ot graft, very largely aettlad 1n alnicipal aerYicea. 
In order to acca.plhh thia and to kill another bird w1 th the 
aame atone, I atarted a aov ... nt tor the purification ot the 
water aupply and the eatabliahaent ot a better aewerage aya• 
t... The other basic thing waa to aake &Ollie effort to turn 
people troa their baaic hoaeaickneaa tor the old Spaniah cul• 
tura, which ia ao deep hera, to a fundamental admiration tor 
Alllarioan achievamenta and a belief that the future liea in 
the United Sta tea . 

To do thia a very varied and coaplex program is neceaaary, 
including a better attack on the language problem, the eatab· 
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liabaent of a achool of public adminiatration at the Uni• 

veraitr which looks toward opening our Civil Service to 
Puerto Rico, a program of economic rehabilitation which 
will carrr on work which waa well begun br PRRA but which 

haa been atarved out in the laat two or three reara, and 
the att ampt to build up a better baeic eratem of government­

al aervicea for which the tlrat requieite wae the getting of 

aore revenuee . 

I have the Legislature in apecial aeeaion at thia aoaent tor 

eome ot theae purpoeea and am lll&king progreaa. I think the 

oppoai tion ia on the run and that AhlJio& Karin and I between 

ua can register some real acbieveaenta before long. llT great 
intereet in the eatabliahment ot a aound policr hera in the 

first few aontba baa been the reaeon tor mr reluctance to 
ta.ke an active part in the whole Caribbean aet- up. You must 

understand that 'llr! reluctance doaa not come tr0111 anr belief 

that a Caribbean program ia not needed. On the contrarr, rou 
are aware that I bave been one or thoee who haa pushed tor it 

for a lo.ng ti.me. &.It Puerto Ricans are ao terriblT toucb.T 

and ao convinced that ther are auperior, not onlr raciallr 

but in fundamental economic poaaibilitiea (although neither 

ot these aeeaa thoroughlr Justified), that there baa been 
enol'1110Us backing here fer a C&JIG)aign against anr concerted 

Caribbean action, even though nobodr has known what the pro­

gram for auch action might be. lll of thia oan, ot courae, 

be ott set bT a atat-ent froa rou that, tar from being 1n 
danger, Puerto Rican intereata are l1kelr to be ellhanced br 

anr C&rlbbean cooperatio~ end it ia 'llr! hope that rou will 

make auch a atatement when the Commission on the Caribbean 

ia announced. 

I have been rather embarraasinglr in touch with both Harold 

Ickes and Cb.arlee Taussig on theee matters tor the last tew 
weeka and have a feeling that rou muet be a little contused 

br now at -r att1tude . It 1t is confueing, it ia becauae 

Tausaig and Ickee heartilr detaet each other, ae rou probablT 

know. and einoe I &Ill reeponeible tor reporting to Iokea the 

aituation hae often been varr difficult for ••• I do not 
need to tell rou that I have onlr been trying to do the thlnge 

which I think rou would have ae do it rou had t1ae to direct 

thea in detail and that I regard 'llr!•elt merelr aa an officer 

in what baa ca.. to be literallr a rather large a~. 

Sincerely, 

hY. 
R. G. TUgwell 
Governor 



THIS IS A TYPICAL EDITORIAL OF "EL MUNDO". 

La Portaleza , Nov. ~. 1941. 

MEMORANDUM FOR TRE GOVERNOR: 

Sir: 

The f ollowing ie a t ranslation ot an editorial print­

ed in today •a iaaue ot "El Nundo"r 

"WAKE UP FI\RMERS" 

The Federal Census Bureau haa made a etud7 ot conditione 

in the Caribbean. That study was made tor a purpose . I t was 

not a whimsical ac t ion. It responded to the existence ot a 

concerted plan in connection with theae ialanda. The Federal 

Cenaua Bureau ia a highly responsible agency or the govern­

ment ot the United States. Ulldoubtedl:r it 1a not conducting 

tbia investigation tor curioaity•a aake , or beoauae ita otti­

ciala love to travel. The:r do not make their comments with 

the purpoae ot list ening to t hemselves. The:r are acientifio 

men tied up to the discipline or government. The Federal 

Census Bureau offioiall:y announced that the population and 

health problema or the Caribbean would be solved in t he near 

future. An aaaertion or that nature, ao definitel:r and ao 

clear, ie backed, no doubt, b:y the atreotiveneaa ot a plan 

definitely agreed upon. How ia that plan to function? The 

anawer to that queat ion waa hinted in clear term• by the 

Bureau. It pointed out aa one of the cauaea for economic 

reatl;peaa 1n the Caribbean the exiat enoe ot aubaidiea and 

taritte. 4a a matter or tact aubaidiea are at present the 

basis ot our agriculture. 4 a to the tariffa , Puerto Rico 

bappena to be the tirat beneficiary or the Caribbean. Juat 
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as soon as t he Tariff wall is brought down, Puerto Rico will 

be dieplaced from the American market. This is a tact which 

shows lack of responsibility and very little concern for the 

tate which might befall our island. 

The Dominican Republic ia beginning to realize the possi­

bilities which might arise from the auppresaion or tariffs in 

the Caribbean area. Our colleague "La Naci6n", one ot the most 

important dailies in Trujillo City, and very close to t he 

government or that Republic, printed an editorial on the 2ls~ 

ot October 1n which it is very clearly shown that they have 

hopes tor improving their economic means at our expense. In 

our editorial last Saturday we reprinted the said editorial 

to help our people awake to the ~inence ot the danger with 

which we are threatened. "The Dominican Republic will great­

ly benefit through a regular interchange among the people or 

the Caribbean. It is 1n a position to supply to Puerto Rico 

all kinds o£ food products which can not be done while the 

present restrictions exiat" states "La Naci6n" in ita endorse­

ment or tarirf elimination. 

Our colleague undoubtedly forgets that our agriculture 

and Dominican agricultu.re are identical. Our crops consist ot 

the same products and our basis £or barter would be non-exist­

ent . The fertile Dominica.n lands with its intenaive producti­

vity would certainly wipe ott our production ahould the tariffs 

be eliminated. It the markets o£ Puerto Rico would be opened 

to the Caribbean production and specially to the production 

ot our Dominican neighbor, Puerto Rican agriculture would dis-
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appear automatically. The limitation of our territory plus the 

tact that our muoh exploited lands only produce by means of 

fertilizers and intense cultivation coupled with the difference 

in wages paid are elemental taotor a which can readily be seen 

by even t he least experienced 1n economical aubjeota. The 

Puerto Rican farmer would be destr oyed in t he midst of tree 

competition. Could Puerto Rico risk the destruction of ita 

agriculture? What would be gained by reducing the cost of living 

if we could not afford even to live? What would it mean to 

have an abundance of food crops if we could not buy them? It 

would result in the misery and t orture of a ruined people on 

the verge of deape~atio~ • . We cannot risk our economJ not even 

to the minimum not to apeak of the maximum, of tree competition 

without rieking the very existence of our people. On the other 

aide, whenever the food crops of the Caribbean flood our markets 

displacing our home agriculture, we should be eliminated tr= 

t he continental markets by the law of reciprocity. by that same 

law which at present guarantees our defense and protection. 

The Dominicans harbor the hope that the Caribbean plan 

will give aoceaa to their products into the United States market. 

The same ia true of Haiti. The same ia true of every other re­

gion of the Caribbean zone . All of them have abundance of our 

own pr oduct•: Sugar, coffee, tobacco, fruita , vegetablea , etc . 

We would like to know 1t anyone can explain how could Puerto 

Rico profit by t his unexpected competition and we would further 
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like to know how could it be possible to avoid thetremendous 

resulting harm. "La Naci6n11 says: "We would advocate a con­

ference at which all the Caribbean people should be represent­

ed f or the purpose of reaching an agreement tending to an 

equitable regulation in the system of commercial relations 

between the Caribbean zone and the United States , In the 

"equitable regulation" o:f t hose relations, how is puerto Rico 

to profit? Within the :fixed law of supply and demand, how 

could this be done without Puerto Rico sacrificing a large 

part of its present exports? 

Farmers o:f Puert o Rico, it is well that you begin to 

understand what is meant by economic cooperation in the 

Caribbean. The Senate o:f Puerto Rico , by a majority vote, 

has just expressed itsel:f in :favor o:f t he creation o:f means 

so that Puerto Rico will have access to the cheaper markets 

of the C~ribbean. This can only be materialized through the 

elimination o:f the tariff~. By this time this expression from 

t he Senate of Puerto Rico is known to official Washington. 

Are the genuine interests of Puerto Rico being defended?The 

Farmers of Puerto Rico will have the last word. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Xaroh 14, 1944. 

MEMORAJIDUM FOR 

ADMIRAL LEAHr: 

J'OR PREPARATION Of REPLY AMD 

fHE NECESSARY ACfiON. 

f.D.R. 

C11bl c from 'I'U!7\'.el l , Gove rnor of Puerto Rico , 
undE<t ed , t.o tnt 0 1'e!\1d ent , prot cqt i nt; plA ns to 
cu imnor t.at i on of Puerto Ri.cnn rum. This 
act ~on i~ in~pired bv nend~ng FrA agr eement 
f or l"lurcha'le of Cuban molasses rud r e!ltri c t 1 on 
on imnort.a t i on of Cuban e l cohol'l.c baver twe!l . 
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Air l.!&il ---

l(y da&r 00\' r110r Tuctotll• 

Till WlliTI ROOD 
'IASHINOTOH 

t:. J'M~TicUon or \he proobacUon or .,. 1n i uarlo llco 

acawt wMoll 701& proW.\ b a -'*" _ • ..,. ~ \be oonctut 

ot t.be •r. Tl'• utent or \ 1>e rea1.rlct1en aa4 the Mrular ol 1\a 

application bow been tbol'OUI)ll.¥ l'rf1~ 111 .Jiuotioe lb"rriN 1 and 

1ft -., a r.ue \~\ Ilia deo1a1on aa 'laNd on a 1'a1r 8fpl"a1Ml. ol 

all tho oircu&at.n .. a 1n the oue. 

Si.,..ralT 10'U'8 • 

i~l~ D. aoos&v&ux 

Hon. l!axtord c. Tlapell, 
OO\'emor or- atoo, 

tL'l Jw.a1 Ptaerto JU.oo. 

'":t z- .; .. r;; .. ,-: "', ...... 

DICLASSIFUD 
.1 ooput 1 Arch!•IH o• •ng·~-0 1:17Z. 
IJ 1 . J, ll-t Date ___ _ 
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TO Th~ l:'k<A>lD.c.N'l' 

NO ..u;TD 7717 , 16 llarch 191.1. . 

No obJection wi ll ba made by the people of Pu~rto Rico 
to anything clearly necessary to war . However , the copiee 
sent to Byrnes end me of the correspondence between Ickes 
end ~~ clearly shows that proposed ectton is i nupired by 
Cuban agreement vmereby, es pert or e deal for obtaining 
the Cuban sugar and molasses crop , F~. agrees to try to 
ourtuil importation of alcoholic bevera~es from other areas 
including Pu~rto Rico a nd the Virgin Islands. Puerto Rico 
was trea t ed by r'M without exlllllining tho tragic effects on 
Puorto Rico as if 1 t were e roroign count!"/ e nd not part or 
the United States . The first reel rehabilitation program 
in tbe history of the island will be destroyed by the pro­
posed action, and tho present unemplo--'l:l.,nt relief program 
will be made impocsible . Snriouaness of unemploym~nt has 
increc sed tromendouely since the w1 thdrawal or \'It> II end the 
end of mili t11ry oorunruotion. The whole relief program is 
financed froo rum revenue . Puorto Rioo ie pictured as a 
pawn in ell newspaper s tories and as oelng sacrificed in a 
Cuban deal . 1 cannot deny th1e or asuure Puerto Ricans their 
sacrifices ar<'l vi tlllly neceueury to tbe war on the f ac t s , 
available to me • 

.. 



JNTE~IOH DEt"l' .• I 
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r ) 1944 
THE WHITE HOUSE " (111<10~: 

fH~ SJ.!;C~l A.Io . 
WASHINGTON -OT'I ' f'l 

.:J ~lf .J 

April 3 , 1944 . 

ME110RAN DUM FOR 

HON . HAROLD L . I CKES : 

PREPARATION OF REPLY . 

F . D.R. 

ll.:r Lt\;,~ 'F"H.D 
By Depu 1. y Ar..:lnvut of l be U.S. 

By r . J . Stewart Date fEB 1 6 19!l 
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r 11ot,. ~'ro~ your .&."tt~r of Itt rch :-<l 
thflt \'011 hrv~ C0"1m'm1o,,t,orl -~ t h Ju.,t«c~t bvrne~ 
.~ · h ...... r._r#IJr,rf' ~.., .. ..he ,.t'tC::G11'" l~r:!~•,, • if)t ~f"'\no•.-c1 

''""nn • tl<l! ..,!"'Out~c" 4 o;,u o~ Jl!:~tr~ o R• c6n ...,.~ .ur' rr: 

l"all . T ":l.o tn' t- ·"?'I' 4 be11r .... """' ~a .. bo!"'" l,r 

"nd th"t ~ tr' :.1 ~ a-a ... tbnrt~.: •• •n ""t"r•o il\co 
t• tn ... 11r ·PnC'""' of O'ttr "' r ..,roauc t lon .,,u 
TNli"'OO"l bly fi(trn, t t, 

IKAb«LIB 8. RGOSIV~ 

Honor ... blf' Hl,rold L. Td:~~ 
~•cr•tAn· ot f \1.,. TQ1 ,..r•or, 
,..ft~~·net~JD , f\ . c. 

(Copw or thta letter 1a tiled - Ickes Folder, dr. 2- 44.) 



THIE WHITE HOUSt: 

A.HI NGTON 

DICC'.IMII- JOlt 

Jill , J.AIIIB r, 1111111 

roa I'NPAAAfiOI CW UPLI 

JOlt U IIGIIA!WIE. 

r.o.a. 

1..1-tt•!" f'N"" ' "'" ~~ · •nr c:.'!t'r- . , r· o"" tht tnt .,rf?l" , 
'1/""'llfl ' t o · "te; 1')-411>'\4der.1 , fj ('011'1'" or .. l'r\ch rn. .. 
~1\, r"' t R1nfll!d f o r· o-1r ftlP~ , in rc re"tr1ct1on ,.,r r"'rooud 1 on o!" .,,""'~<! P1<:Hn rum rlu r, np l flJ..A . 



I 
' 

19 clear 117. Proo1cleut 1 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTOH 

MAR 29 1944 

J ... u .. iyrDOO 0 
..... ND- Of lloroll U -· tollo•d by hh dHioiOD 

rootriot1111 l'laerto 11oo to tbo pr odutlOD o t T, liOO, OOO proof &allou ot 
,_ cluriDC l Mt U OCaiii.Ot tho prod ... tlOD ot 8 , 100, 000 proof &allou iD 
18U. C11ba 1o o.U..,..d to uport to tbe UDitad ltatoo It, liOO, OOO calloDA 
oltholl&l> oho obipped oDlr 181,000 calloa.o bore iD l H J aDd Mnr no a 
ooriwo ooapotl\or ot horto llloo. 

!hh io a bard blow to tbo lolaDd. It U a l\o work ud it dopri fto 
tho Iuulor froOOilr)' ot tho ,. ""-" Wbiob oro a aajor part ot tbe 
Gon..-t•o lllldcot with •lob thor talto oaro o t their -lop<!. 

'h boft uklod J utloo llyftiOo to oouicler rrrio1Qc b1o -hiOD, 
to allow Pllorto 11oo to prod110o 1 , 100, 000 &allou (tho oODo • U Aid 
iD 1M3) oDd t o ....,.o tho rotroootln I'Mhro of \be Uai \oUoD order. 

liMorolr 1""", 

(SGO.) ABE FORTAS 
MtlDC '"rot•rr of tho lD\orior. 

""' 'lloi\o ...... . 



T H E W HITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N G T ON 

ll&rcb ao, 1944. 

WEIIOIWIDUII FOR ...,,o 
BON • J .AllES F , I3Y RNES ~' ~ 

I do not know enoU&h a bout 

tbia aubJect t o CiTe ~ a pproTa l 
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It. h iaperat.1Yol t.hat. •• ••cur• a.U. ouible aol.auea 
troa the Caribbeall ...-.. tor \l.te 1n the aanu!'a.oture or e)'llthet1c rubber 
&114 t.o reduoe lobe in<iua t.ri&l requ1r .. ent.1 or wheat.. " 301-A 

In aeour.lnc 110l.aasea !rG~ C\1 be , f &\ and S t.a t• &IJ'I ecl t11a t. u.w 
UnJ.t.ecl vt.at.a. deupU011 would •raoon.""d w the e.;. !"'~ric.te Ulllted 
Jt.at.a.o loOnrnalll t aut.o~ri t.lea U.a a. t.ebl ilba-nt. .,r 1:: :>rt c o!l t r ot. eel 
•-aur•.> t or oner"<<• uco!aol tree o th•r co-.111t.rlu or t ro:: \.be l n lll&l.&r 
t.errlt.orl.s of tile un1...,.. .,taw• on '-el l a!Jollar t.o tboae oooorideci tori 
i n t.be c..ae o! Cube . 

r uart.o 1\ico export.ocl t.o \n• Onlt.od Stew~ 5, 7o.>, OOO &ilion• 
ot beor. ra&e alcohol laal. )'uAr. •Tnio re re •llflW tho lt.r&'D t IX po t.a tJ.on• 
i n l'll• <t.o hioWl ciatory . The .roduct.1o<a or ~-... ,.roao &lc~bol ...... ' bow ver , 
-;, l OO, c.;O , .. uo<aa. 1a ort J tr001 Puert.o k leo <Wlnot bo cor.trcl ' eel • a·o­
duo1.1cn can be , AQcoJ"d.lnal y , in ar o,•lnion f J'O'Iuct.it"r con t rols •uoo ~ be 
aet tor r uet t.o t.lco that wil l aooord with tb• Cuban o.cre1-ent lll\d will 
•aaun u o tba l.ar&nt. pouible u ount or Puerto lt.lCM aol •ueJ, 1Yltb ,ut. 
Wlrtao.,a..ry dJ:atur banco ot 1\.4 doooa• t.lc eoort0!'17· 

In ar Judpent, the l'uert.o RJ.cao ;lrodlletlcm, ~ll ~'l1Aal con­
aider«t, aboulLI be llJaitA<i 1.0 7 , JJJ 1o.JO c• llou . Sineo r'u•rto ltl eo baa 
7 15<)v1JOJ ,.....Uone 1n at.on.c• , tbh . ro<luotlon l121tetlon will , robablr 
a e.n t.no.t •ow..J. 1a. ort.J ol i'llerto 1\ican .,.. • ill exceed last 1-r' • 
ree>o>ni .... wll .. 

IntAr 10l' obJwta to ar1;1 ilJalt.atlOOI o!' , ro<lue tlon below 'l!, loo,ooo 
&illoa~. A i ubat.anti&l 11 rl. ot U>• r ..... ,.. or ~e iroul&r coTomo: ... t 11 
dariY.cl rrooa tbe 1.&lt Oil ·"· orta ol Nil. I t ... . n.e that the .lnteroal 
at.abUit,r o! Punt.o Hico 4a, unda u;on it ab111t r to lui•• t.lle i nt.,.nal 
ra>'cua derhed \her.tfrooa tor 1 t.a Traaii\U"7 &1111 that • eurtalc nt en 
, roJuoti~u a&¥ a&ke 1a, oaa1bll the oanetruo\1on or achool• , hoa,1tM\a, 
at1cl luou.ltb taoUlUee, IUIO aar re trict tb• aanunt or food uo• • d• 
•••1l"blo to tbe l'•ople br lobe Puart.o Moan Ooorern..ent. bf t he :rua t.c.xea, 

Sttte and ,!!A botb uaer~ \bat tbt CubM ·~•nt will rail 
1t 1 11r eat.lr ,.,roduot.l.011 than 7 1)u01UOO call0111 ot l'uert.o Rl oac ru:o ie 
,era1\t.ecl , Tbe lo•• or tbe Ollb&ll •u-.nt would •eriO'.)alr tbraat.lll 
0\11' nU>ber Yrocz'U • 

&a alrll41 at.at.ld, 1\ 11 q tbOii&bt \bat l'laer\o 1\iaan na 
r.-.u.a uOI&l.d be ilJalt.ld tor tba r•ar -91.4 t.o 7, JOO, .JOO call••· I 

lllldll'at.la4, boweftl'1 \bal. tba ,..,.to 1\1...,. ~eraalllt bal - -1eaW 



Ulu:l.r U\Aiae o1r0U301 t.ano•• , I •ould l ike t.o know 1! t.h• • ro­
poaecl dM1a1oo aeet.o rlt.b you.r a ,.Joiroft.l . 

J . r . ti. 
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67 f. J. 1\tonrt Doto ___ _ 



l!aroh 15, ! 941. 

SUA.HX:I 1 ?uer tg R1fHW Lsohol 

Adairal l..aahy oho .. od. •• Rox 'l'llglroll 1 • ~•hilT .. about Puer~ 
JU"can Alcoho l . Here a r e t.ha !o.ct.~• 

B.racile.) De"lfOj o;::~e wee~~ n•;o enr:.,od no tice Od WPB that. 1f t he 
rubber l' rogran wtu to sucee&d he cau•t hAve a n increas ed ttut ,·1)' of 
alcohol . WarYi n J onea advi a:ed se he could d ivert a amall waount or 
~&r but. oo\lld not llA.r<tt o.Yai .J.o.bla fUl)' caore £TR ln . Ue •&- • ••kind to 
bu¥ 1!"6in tro:a C,.na<La. 8aCil\lSO of tho sbor ti.&O Of rai.J.road Cb.r. ... 
could no t incraase t.be ._,UJ•lly o~ CCi.l\&ld-lcu'l; gt'ain. Thera wa e a .sbor ·tc.&e 
o f b1"~1n for f e .cl ~ ur-,.'l.se.,.. . ThJ c1Ury vi tuc.tlon wa"S a:t.Ul bad. , er­
tleuL..rly lu t.h8 Now !lngl"'u su:.to • • 

The on l.y oouree rro J • h1ch wo could ge l. o.n tmditi ona.l eu ly of 
~l~ohol •u3 aol aasos . Tne oor.dltion of ths t~bbar ~~ogr&a w~s ao 
.. rioua \.bAt .Ul or tho ~aonclo• pre.Jent .. ,rood . ... ry offort lbollld bo 
=-de to gilt a olaonoa tro:a o.ny .eourco. A del.o&at.ion •m.• aen t t.o CUbu 
by f i.A. l J oinod !>totUr•l115 i n ursl ng t.ho Caban Aabaooador ~ .... lot 
U.d. Th11 Presid en t of CUbG coopon.1tad. and -.ll var t.iea •tree that t he 
CllbM coott .. c t i J a llood Q!l> . Undor 1t Cub:> i s &Uowod \<> llh l , rue~ 
~ t hi, coun try in 411 u&oant oquul ~ whol lt shipJ•od u• l n 194) . !t· 

wa.a ,..r:oVided, howoyu.r, thAt Pu ..1rt.o Kl.co would h&vo to be accorded ol.l..-
1l= tro" taont. 

The St.a te Deyei.r b:.uml d ue-lt.r oo it l s as::untJ.u.l t or U¥ to l iv• u .., 
w tho a;:ro•ont FI!A a.'Uio •itb Cabo . f !A I ILYO they llado 1t on~) .Ut or 
tht y ~g adv1~od lnt.r1or U•~r~ed~ whn L ~hoy wore go1n& ~o do. All 
t.he Q.itn01etJ wi t!"l t..he oxce4 t.ion ot !ntor 1or a.t;raed t.rut t. •t~iJill&r Lr N. t­
"""t" • Oilld r aqaire licltinB !'llort..o Rico to 1943 ohi1-=-uto . 'l'u;:••ll 
SO.ftj thi•t 1a v.n!u1r. There con be no otber b.eo <ttriod. . Pu• rto Rico 
obl~ped uo l n 194J olaoo t tbroo ~•• an ~llch ~• ln 1942 bllt •lobe& 
t.o ino'"""u i t a uhl.-onl.a tbi . yoar. 

illh.rt •• do aot. l.et. au.r own ,...o~• aue whieJcoy a .. nd •• l1a1 t 
Clll>a, 1t do .. not • - llllliUr \<> " 1-i'l.Jr to !'llor to 111oo t.bo """" llJll.l.t.­
Uon a y,.,Uod to Cuba. I f Dece.t• kry it • ou.lu be bo tt.ur t.o a:~r.ropria t..e 
• cn.ey Co:r r •ll af \U'lJOBea booauae wo hava aon y W.t. •• do not. haYtt 
aol&aaeo and iiiOlA.Iil .. i a n•eeaac.ry f or the rubbi,r ; rOCJ'llB• 0( OOI.lrlle 
t.be 11q\l0r bui .UI.:ID h&!S &J"Mt.ly Lllcrtc.:s ed the TOYI.!DU08 of n.&erto hico, 
tho wb1ol<ey in~o.r• to in vas count.ry ~~a .. . tliWio1ol l ntoro t in •on 
of ~· Pllort.o Rloan rw1 • roduetion . Tllpoll .. ys t.nt.t i t •• do not. , or­
•1'- t.h• to ..u:e aoro 110n<.~)' thi1 ftt•r out o~ t.be •bl Jk"Y bt.un .. n-.;s , it 
.Ul ottoot tbo looal oloot.lon. lC oo don It 110t 11or• •ol .. ooo oll<l t.no 
ru.bbor 1 ro1na 1o hw-t, it trl. -1 tJt.c~ t .ho WilT and oi ll oho nff.at o11r 
6leot.1Cl01. 



/. . 
THE WHITE HOU811: 

WA8HINGTON 

.WCU•t •• lt44. 

Por tile, Firat pas• a1oo1nc .naa hoDdad 

to .. by tb• Preoid•t tod011o 
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At this holiday time 1 am not sure but that 
Puerto Rico is the most f ortunate spot under the f lag . 
Most of our tension disappeared when by using bulk­
buying and a little Judicious eubsidy, we stabilized 
the cost of living in all important iteos . I do hope 
you win your subsidy fight there . I t really worke. 

·~;?~f.~ 
Governor 

The Honorable Franklin D. Roosevel t 
President of the United Statos 
White House 
Washing t on , D. C. 
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T H I. W HITI. HO US I. 

WASHI NGTON 

Septea ber 8, 1944· 

TO DO THE IIBC&SS.lRX. 

r .u.R. 
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I augses t that the CoaLundin& General 1n Puerto Rico 
be 1nstruc tco to aaaist t he Governor 1n 1naur1ns orderly 

conduct o! the eloction there thia yeur. I aa inforaed that 
t he election will be we r..U.y contested and that the insular 
police ! orca haa bean depleted by aray drat ta . 



I auggeat that the Commanding General in Puerto Rioo be 

instructed to aaaiat the Governor in insuring orderly oonduot 

of the eleotion there this year, I em i nformed that the eleotion 

will be warmly oonteated and that the inaular polioe foroe has 

been depleted by army drafta, 

... 

/ 



1'<::.( I"~ ~w .J.,Uvv-
CON!ett)EN'ffA II ".,;.; 

I //1 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

THE CHIEF OF STAFf' 

WASHINGTON 

September 11, 1944 

~lEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

In compli ance 'l'li th your instructions 
"to do t he necessary," I have dispatched ames­
sage to the Commanding General, Caribbean De­
fense Command, and the Commandi ng General, An­
tilles Department, appris ing them of t he re­
ported possibi lity of di sorder in Puerto Rico 
duri ng election this year. Instructions have 
been issued to t he Commanding General, Antilles 
Department, thcit in case of l awless violence 
he will be prepared t o t ake action upon request 
of t he Governor of Puerto Rico under the pro­
visions of Section 12, Act of March 2, 1917 (39 
Statut e 955) . 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 

O:GLASSIFIED 
DOD DI R. 52oo.9 (9/27/58) 

Date- :3- 17- 5 9 

s1snature- @~ I J~~ 

COl\ll41J~TL\l · 
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