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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Qotober 23, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR SUMNIR WALLES:
FOR PREPARATIOCN OF REPLY,

F.D.R,




No. 17 Bucharest, Beptember 24, 1041.

1" :I\\.‘

Dear lr. President:

You lnstructed me to visit my Colleagues in
nelghboring countries and to write you regarding my
impressions. But I realize that nowadays you will
probably never have time to read this. Last week--
setting foot out of Humanla for the first time since
February 1940--1 visited Budapest, with ths Depart-
ment's permission. I found the Pells im great form.
Bertle is alresdy a populear figure with his leonine
head and glant stature, and the Bulck station wagon
in which he generelly drives about unfailingly collecta
& crowd. They are both much liked and mppreciated and
the fact that he is an old friend of yours losea
nothing in the telling emong the Hungerians. Olive
is by way of belng some sort of cousin of my wife
through the Jaffrays. She, Olive, is most talented.

I saw two portralts painted by her, one of Mrs. Schott,
the

The President,
'The White House.



the wife of one of the Secretaries, and one of Harrlet
Post that was, which are absolute "knockouts™, She
seems to have the great gift of comverting to canvas

a person's most charming, albeit fleeting, expression.
As Ruskin once remsrked, "For a hundred people who can
talk there is only one who can think; but for a thousand
who can think there is only one that can sse." Bertle
likes 1t there and is interested. We both realisze,
however, that we may not be in these posts indefini tely.
He made a constructive suggestion regarding his own
future, which I venture to submit as he may be too
modest to do so himself, Like many newcomers into the
Bervice, he is appalled by the penury of our Department
of State and thinks that if only he could be put inm
suthorlity there at some future date he could obtain
for us the adequate appropristions from Congress so
sorely needed for the proper functioning of the Depart-
ments With Bertlie's lmowledge of politics and the
paychology of politicians I have no doubt but that

he could be a great help working for the Department
with those on the Hill. We in the field have all
missed Messersmith,

Lészld de Bérdossy, now Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affeirs, was Hungarian Minister here from
the end of 1934 until just after the Vienna Diktat
of August 30, 1940, I was always on very friendly
terms with him here and, as soon as they had let him
know that I was in Budapest, he asked me to come to tea
and I found him alone. We talked for about an hour
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over the teacups. He began by expressing his liking
for and appreciation of Bertie and gave me the oppor-
tunity to confirm the report thst he wes an old personal
friend of yours, Mr. President. After asking a number
of questions and sending messages to a [ew personalities
in Runenia we passed to a dlscussion of the war with
Fussia. He confirmed what he had sald in his recent
redio address, but more suceinctly, which in summery
means that although Hungary is heartily in favor of
the removel of the danger to Southesstern Burope of
Russia, the Hungarian Govermment is quite willing to
leave that job to Germany and has no intention of
pursuing the campalgn indefinitely, which ia wise.
The Military Attachd at the Legation, Major Partridge,
had previocusly told me that Hungarian casuslties at
the outside would not exeeed five thousand,

As is usual with statesmen in this part of the
world, he deprecated our keeping such "low company”.
I pointed out te him that Russia's friendly attitude
towards China, the victim since over four years of
brutal aggression, meant a great deal to us in the
preservation--or rather reestablishment--of equilibrium
in the Far East, This 1s a feature which rarely
occurs to these people so engrossed are they with
their own particular troubles, so I alwvays make a
point of stressing it and also endeavored to calm
his apprehension by expressing the view that the mere
fact of & militery alliance on the part of Russia with
Britain, coupled with such influence as we might be
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in & position to exert, would accomplish more towards
a me tamorphosis of & militant Russian ideology, slready
waning, than all the German arms combined. le insisted,
however, that the Oerman arms were nevertheless needed
to push Russis back where its ever-present imperialism
could do no further harm,

His Minister here, de Nagy, talks peace to ma, when
I see him, on the basis of a German victory over Russia
end a possible evacuation of the West of Burcpe. I
feel myself that this has been Hitler's plan all along,
80 I took pains to point out to de Bdrdossy that this
plan was based upon a false premise, to wit, the complete
subjection or capltulation of Russia. Al though I could
see that he was not as confident of complete German
victory, as I had expected him to be, neverthelsss he
argued thet according to his information the rumored
destruction in Russia was grossly exaggerated as it
was simply physically impossible to deatroy on that
scale. For instance, he "imew as a fact” that only a
small section of the Dnepropetrovek Dem had actually
been destroyed and the Germans estima ted that this could
be repaired in a month or so, The samo, he said,
applied to several captured factories. In fact, he
went so far as to say that he estimated that thirty
percent of Russia's industry was already in German
hands and could be availed of and that next yeoar's
Ukraine crop, together with sn important present con-
tribution, would be in Oerman hands.



I further pointed out--as I always do, and no
one in this part of Burope really likes the idea--
that should events transpire as he anticipated, peace
on any such basis as might be proposed by Hitler would
mean "vital space” for Germany in Southeastern Burope
and the Balkens, as well as in HRussia, and perpetual
Oerman demination. He winced at this. So I sald that
I doubted very much the acceptance by the West of any
such peace proposals and that they would not comstitute
& peace but merely a truce, giving time to Germany to
develop Russia's captured resources and. start war all
over agaln in a few years. I sald that the Western
Powers preferred justice to peace and that they were
determined to prevent repetitions of German efforts to
dominate the world, I then reminded him that there
were two coomodities absolufely essential for Garmany's
continuation of mechanized warfare, namely rubber and
oil. He did not kmow that just a year ago the price
of a kdlo of rubber in Bucharest was 300 lel end today,
if obtainable, it costs 7,000, He seemed rather vague
about Ersatz tires, so I pointed out te him that they
were no good unless made with a certain quantity of
real rubber, I also sald that in splite of recent ad-
vances, I felt sure that Oermany would not get comtrol
of the Baku oll fields during this campaign. He was
much impressed with the potentiasl dearth of thése two
essential commodities. He asked me about rumored
destruction at Ploesti and I was obliged to tell him
that the stories were grossly exaggerated, However,
I pointed out that the total mmount of present and
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future deliveries from Humania were only a drop in
the bucket for the running of such a vast war machine
as that of Oermany,

He had previously in the conversation been dig-
posed to ridicule our fears as to a posaible Uerman
expansion in America. I took pains to g0 into this
question in detall, giving him all the feots at my
disposal tending to show that we were speaking faotu-
elly and that "Porfeldkimpfe" was something that we
knew all sbout.

Of all the statesmen in thils part of the world
with whom I have talked, there 1s none who has the
broad understanding of Maniu, the pro=democratic, vete-
ran head of the National Peasant Party here, and even
Maniu is, of course, completely obsessed Ly the Tranayl-
vanian quastion, Nome of these statesmen seems ever to
be able to see the wood for the trees, and there 1s
not a single one of them who had ms yet the remoteat
real conception of how we visuslize Burope after the
war, Internationsl Conciliatiom of ths Carnegle Founda-
tion has done a splendid job in producing recently
that symposium of Americen views on peace. I have
written for a mumber of extra coples and shall do my
best to get these people to read them. When the time
comes I fear they will have some rude surprises in store.
As & rule they are pro or antl the democratic powers,
depending upon whether they think we will help or
hinder their own plans for the aggrandi gement of
their particular nation or pet cause. I do not think

my
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my Judgnent of them 1s too harsh; it 1s merely rea-
listie.

The only other subject of interest discussed with
de Bérdossy was the Banat, A friend of mine now in
the Bungerian Foreign 0ffice had previously told me
that the Yugoslav Banat had come under dlscussion at
the recent meeting with Hitler of the Fegent and de
Bérdossy. The latter, howsver, insisted, when I asked
him, that no decision had been reached. I telegraphed
this to the Department on my return. They may all be
walting for the Rumsnians to occupy Odessa. Of course,
before leaving Budspest I conveyed my impressions and
the substence of the above orelly to Bertie and
Travers, the First Secretary.

With highest regard and fervent wishes for your
welfare, I am, dear Mr. President,

Yours most respectfully,

Franklin Mott Ounther
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My dear Mr. President:
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DEPARTMENT|/ OF BTATE
WABHINGTON ’..--"""_
October 30, 1941

In response to your request of October 23, 1941

I am tranemitting herewith a draft letter which you

may wish to send to Franklin Mott Gunther.

Mr. Gunther's letter 1s also returned to you

herewith.

Enclosures:

l. Draft reply.

Fgithiully yours,

£. From Mr. Gunther,
September 24, 1941.

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Frank:

I thank you eincqrely for your letter of Septem-
ber 24, reporting the details of Your conversatlions
at Budapest. The genepal lines had already come to
my attention through ygur telegrams to the Department
at the time.

It 18 pleasant to have your confirmation of
Pell's success in his ndw Mission. These are times
when personal prestige -\&as you have demonstrated
in Bucharest - count for\very much in the conduct
of our affaire.

You have & good ar nt in our appreciation of
Russia's friendly attitude\toward China. Doubtless
even the most enlightened satatesmen in your part of
Europe seldom realize how mych the Chinese ocause
means to ua.

Very sincerely\ yours,

The Honorable
Franklin Mott Gunther,
American Minister,
Bucharest.



Dear Frank:

I thank you sincerely for your letter of Bepten-
ber 24, reporting the details of your conversations
at Budapeet. The general lines had already come to
my attention through your telegrams to the Department
at the time.

It 18 pleasant to have your confirmation of
Pell's success in his new Mission. These are times
when personal prestige - as you have demonstrated
in Bucharest - count for very much in the conduct
of our affairs.

You have a good argument in our appreciation of
Ruesla's friendly attitude toward China. Doubtless
even the most enlightened stateesmen in your part of
Europe seldom realize how much the Chinese cause
means to us,

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable
Franklin Mott Gunther,
American Minieter,
Bucharest.
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The Honorable
_Franklin Mott Gunther,
American Minister,
Eucharest.




THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 15, 18541

My dear Mr. President;

I am sorry to have to let you know that from the
reports received from the Legation in Bucharest, Frank
gunther 1s dying. We had word about ten days ago that
he had an acute and advanced case of leukemla, and the
telegram recelved today, of which I am enclosing a copy,
would seem to indicate that the end is not far off.

I feel that you will wish to send Frank some per-
sonal message (cables apparently can still be szent to
Bucharest by way of Ankara), and I am enclosing a draft
message for your approval. If this 1s satiasfactory,
please have it returned to me and I will send it as
rapldly as possible.

Belleve me

Fal ul yours,
Enclosures: J—‘ bd‘d
From bucharest, December 13.

Draft telegram to Bucharest.

The Presldent,
The White House.
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December 15' 1941

AMERICAN LEQATION
BUCHAREST (VIA ANKARA)

Flease transmit immediately to Mrs. Junther the
following messege which the President 1s sending the
¥inister and ask her to mive 1t to him whendver in her
judgment 1t is possible to do so.
QUOTE T am distressed to learn of your illness.
I want you to kmow how deeply I personally appreclate
all of the splendid work you have done for your Jovern-
ment and for your sountry during these past years and .
particularly during these recent eritical months. Your
letters to me have invariably pletured the situation
correctly and have been most helpful in determining .
the shaping of our poliscy. I am moat grateful for your |
untiring efforts and for the skill with which you have |
handled the representation of our interests. |
My beat wishes go out to you for your recovery
and I hope that before long you will be well enough
to return. My warmest personal regards.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. SND QUOTE Q
UiswgIJ
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 17, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:

I am enclosing herewith for the President a letter
from ex-King Carol of Rumania, which has just been re-

ceived from the American Embassy at Mexico City.

I do not think it requires a personal acknowledgment
by the President. However, if he wishes one, I shall
prepare a draft for his signature. Otherwise, I shall
merely ask the Embassy at Mexico City to make an appro-

priate -clmowledgment.

Enclosure:
Letter.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 22, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, GEORGE T. SUMMERLIN

I think I should reply to
this letter from ex-King Carol.
Will you be good enough to prepare
a reply for my signature?

F. D. R.
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE « | /]
WASHINGTON d

January 17, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: King Carol

There is attached a telegram from our Embassy in
Lisbon referring to an agreement between Carol and
Ambassador Oumanski which indicates that the Soviets
might support Carol's restoration to the Rumanj

throne.

Enclosure:

Talagrmn nn ?
ne Lubon. 45,

DECLASSIFIED i
Dapt. Letter, 1-11
R g 1972

a 5. St ue,__FEB 1§ 1972

e — x



ARTMENT
B INCOMING DIVISION OF
CENTRAL SERVICES

STAT
b TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
LFG=-699 Lisbon
This telegram must DE
¢losely paraphrased be- Deted Jonuory 1é, 1945
fore being communicated
to onyont. Mocener) Rec'd B5:§4 p.m.

Secretory of State,

Washington.

92, January 14, 1 p.m.

Yesterdry Archdulte Otto told me that he had shown
Or. 3nlngar copy of npreement drawn up in Mexico City
between Oumnnsid ~nd Crrol of Rumonlcs rocording to
which Carol promises to be amenable in return for
Sovigt fovors lendinc to his restoration. To atrengthen
gnlnzer's decision not Gte nllow annl to enter Portugal

wna Otto's purpose in showing the document to Salazar,

DICKER3SOF
YOTE: original messnge undecipherable

JU3

Letter, 11178
.';;ﬂ.ihﬂﬂh_——-
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
March 6, 1945

MEMOFANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Message From Rumanian-American

There is trensmitted herewith a copy of despatch

no. 26, dated December 12, 1944, from the United States
Representative in Rumania, communicating a message
addressed to you by the Honorary President and the
Chairman of a newly-founded Rumanian-American Chamber
of Commerce in Bucharest.

The Department hae directed its Representstive in

FRumania to inform the senders informally that this mes-
sage has been received.

N G

Acting Secretary

Enclosure:

Copy of despatch no. 26,
December 12, 1944, from
Bucharest.
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THE UNITED STATES MISSION
BUCHAREST, RUMAMIA
December 12, 1944.

UNRESTRI OTED
No. EE,.

SUBJEOT: Formation of Rumenien=imericen Chamber of Commeroe.

THE HONORABLE
THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

WASHINGTON.

SIR:

I have the honor to report thet a Rumanian-American
Chember of Commerce hes been constituted and that the
following message, in telegraph form, wes left with me
by the two signatories:

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FRANELIN D ROCSEVELT
WASHINGTON

AT THEIR FIRST MEETINC ON DECRMBER 10TH 1944 THE

BOARD OF THE ROUMANIAN AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
WHICH HAS BEEN ORGANIZED FOR THE PURPOSE OF SPONSORING
CORDIAL BUSINESS RELATIONS BETWEEN ROUMANIA AND THE
UNITED STATES CF AMEBRICA DIRERCT THEIR FIRST THOUGHTS
TO YOUR EXCELLENCY WISHING YOU A LONG AND PROSFEROUS
LIFE TO CARRY OUT YOUR MISSION OF AIDING HUMANITY AND
RESTORING THE COUNTRIES DEVASTATED BY WAR

V C GEORGESCU HONORARY FRESIDENT
MAX AUSNIT CHAIRMAN

It should be mentioned that Mr. Georgesou is
meanaging direoctor of the Americen owned olil company,
Romeno=Ameriocena, and Mr. Ausnit is a prominent
Rumanian hMirIﬂiit with varied economie connections,

Respeotfully yours,

Burton Y. Berry,
United States Representative
RM:sr in Rumania.

€10,23/800,1 \
Ozalid to Depertment.

1-" -
gl it . _ /

— - .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 1£, 19486.
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF BTATE:
FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE,

F.D.R,

Original of gtached memo from Gen. lDonovan,
and enclosures as mentioned.



DWD
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

5 Mareh 1945

MEMORANUUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I transmit to you the enclosed
letter of 24 Jenuery from King Michsel of
Rumenia to you. There is also attached a
memorandum prepared by his Secretariat
giving his estimate of the situation in
Rumenia.

King Kichael handed the lotter
to an 055 officer in Bucharest with the
statement that he was pleased to have an
opportunity to tramsmit his views teo you
unoffieially.

William J. Donovan

0. 11652, Sec. 8(E) and 6(D) ot &)

C‘M 3 pec a1 DECW
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