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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 4, 1935,

Dear Qolonel Mclntyre:

The Prestent may wieh to see the enclo-
BUI'EE .

Thie morning at his press conference the
S8ecretary declined at this moment to make any

‘particular comment on Litvinov's statement,
-but he thinks it may be desirable to correct

the impression that Litvinov was ever promised
& cash loan or an uncontrolled credit, and
that, in that connection, there should be a
substantial rehearsal of what occurred when
Litvinov was here,

If the President could arrange to see me,
with the Chief of the Eastern European Division
tomorrow morning for a short time, I would like
to obtain his view of what we should say on
the question raised by Litvinov, and also to
take up with him the form of our statement rela-
tive to certain chanzes in our representation
in Moscow, Please let me know whether this

would be poesible,

Yours very sincerely,

tusiegm b0

Colonel Marvin H, McIntyre,
Asgistant S_cretary to the President,
The Wnite House,
Washingten, D, C.
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A portion of this MOBCoW

message must be closely

paraphrased before.bel Dated February 3, 1835
communicated to anyunan?d]

Rec'd 13140 p.m.

Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

45, Fobruary 3, 4pm

(Gray) My 39, February 1, 6pm,

The Soviet papers this morning have published in
full your pross reolease of January 31, 1835, together
with & statement by Litvinov. The Translation of
this explanation as set forth in the "0SCOW DAILY NEWS
is as follows: "The basic principles of the agreement
for the liquidation of the rutual Soviet American
monetary clalms were worked out during my personal
negotiations with President Roosevelt about a year ago,
These principals were in full accord with the reitorated
statements of the Soviet Governmont of its readiness to
discuss the question of old debts only provided its
counter claims were recognized and & monetary loan was
advanced to it., I therefore left Washington with the
full confidence that the furthor negotiations would
afrnclt only the details of the agreement and would
not therefore present any difficulties,

To our regret in the subsequent negotiations bogun

by Mr.



=2= #45, from Moscow, February 3, 4pm
by Mr, Bullift, Amorican Ambassador, with me in Moscow
and continued subsequently by the State Department with
Comrade Troyanovski, one of tho basic factors of the
agreement reached in Washington, namely, that of a
loan, was placed in doubt, The Soviet side in its
proposals strictly remained within the confines of this
agreement maldng concessions to a point beyond which the
whole of the Washington agreement would begin to oe
revised. We refused to enter this path which might have
led to the complete ennullment of the results secured in
Washington and the nocessity of new negotiations on the
principles of the agreement, We naturally regret very much
that the negotlations have so far falled to bring the de=
sired results but, nevertheless, believe that this fact
must not affect the relations between the two states in-
cluding trade rclations, the development of which has
been rather hampered by the negeétiations conducted up to
this time., Bosides the Soviet Union and the United States
as other peace loving statos are confronted with more
serious general objects for which 1t is posslble to work
wlthout injuring the matorial elaims of this or that stato,
The difficulty of sclving the problem of mutual monetary
claims between states has now become a general phenomenon
of international 1ife but it does not interfore with
international co~operation in the development of trade

relations



-3= #45, from Moscow, February 3, 4pm
relations or in the preservation of poace"

This translation has beon checked with tho Hussian
text by the Enbassy and has beon found satlsfactory.

Enviat newspapers also stato that in response to an
inquiry whethor the breakddwm: of the dobt negotiations
might affect diplomatiec relations, you replied that you
had not heard such a possibility mentioned. VWhen
questioned whethor the Department planned any further
move you are quoted aa replylng you knew of no other
move for us to mlke,

Sovlies newapapers also publish a Unitcd Press
message from Washington to tho effect that State Depart-
ment officials have denied roports tﬁat Mr. Bullitt
intends to resign (End gray].

Improssion from Fubinin and other Soviet officials
is that they consider present development to be of
routine nature. Am reliably informed that Soviet tactics
are based on conviction that American business interests
will bring effective prossuro on Government to oxtend
ecrodlta irrespective of results of our negotiations,

4m lunching with Knrakhan today and will privately
and diserocetly presont our point of viow,

WILEY
KLF
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KLP Moscow

This telegram must be Dated February 3, 1635,
closely paraphrased be=-
fore being communicated Rec'd, 4 pm,

to anyone, (d)

Secretary of State,

Washington,

46, February 3, 7 p.m.

Discreetly reviewed and analyzed developments with
Karakhan (who 1s an outstcnZing opponent of Litvinov), He
declared that the way Litvinov had acted towards United
States was "filled with dark spots". I suppose he will
discuss matter with Kremlin. By another Scviet official,
& reliable source, am informed that Four press release
came a8 complete surprise to Litvinov, that his position
was not improved thereby,

Rubinin in conversation with me emphasized liolotov's
and Rosengoltz's references to excellent credit position
of Soviet Union., This would indicate Soviet determination
to conduct campaign for cheap long term credits and loan,

In my Soviet conversations I am emphasizing following
paradox: since simultaneously and dailly Soviet spokesmen
warn of great danger of war of conquest being waged against
Soviet Union, Soviet Union is thereby branded as very

dublous oredit risk.

For
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46 from Moscow

For Ambassadoer Bullitt: Would it not be well to
have foregolng paradox dlscreetly ventilated in American
press? It should be easy to adlate Litvinov-Rosengolts
credit balloon,

WILEY
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\ ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 8, 1935,

Dear Mr, Preeident:

Attached is a telegram just received from
Moscow, wnich you may find of interest. With
it is 2 copy of telezgram received from Bullitt
early in 1934, in which he statee what was un-
derstood by the use of the word "loan" in the
agreement with Litvinov. Thies morning announce-
ment was made of the reduction in our staff at
Moscow, Wnile of course it will be inferred
that the action was influenced by the refusal
of the Boviet reprecentatives to enter into a
satisfactory debt agreecment, at the same time
it will be clear that our office in Moecow will
remain fully equipped to take care of alt work
that comes along.

Yours very sincerely,

Enclosures:

As stated.

The President,
The White House,
Weshington,
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Thls telegram must be ;

closely persphrased be- Dated February 5, 1935.
fore being communlcated

to anyone (D) Recd, 7322 a, m. 6th.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

50, February 5, 9 p. M..

Sectlion twe of number 49,

Litvinov sald that (#) long since accepted the
rapture of the negotiations ®#ith the United States for
a gettlemeny of debts and claims ag a4 foregone concluslion.
That was why ne had consented to hava.the negotlations
‘tranaferred to Washington, He claimed that when the
American Government declded to ahandPn the "letter of
the agreement" namely a loan he had "eapltulated" just
as far cs possible. However, it was not possible for .
the Soviet Government to accept a settlement which
involved the extenslon of credlts to the manufacturers
instead of direct to 8oviet sgencies, He added that he
thought it was a good thing for the negotlations to be
"out on lce" for a while, Perhaps et some later dete they
could be resumed with better chances of success, I asked
whet inspired his optimism, he replied that political
conditions would change and might greatly influence matters
I enswered that the possibllity of any such politieal

change
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50 from Moscow =l

change in the United States was indeed remote. He explained
he had Burope in mind; not the United States, he did not
clarify his cryptic allusion,

Though Litvinov appears both serene and intractable,
I am reliably informed that high guarters are much disturbed
over the rupture of negotlations and that o new and more
favorable Soviet orientation 1s not entirely impossible.

Litvinov expressed regret that you hod gone into
"so much detail" in your ores: relecse, In censeguence he
was under heavy pressure from the presa. He was reluctant
¥o yileld to it as he d1d not wish to embarrass elther the
President or you. I intimeted that nelther the President
nor you feared embarrassment in the matter,

End of message.
RR WWC WILEY

(#) Appawent omission.
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It is I believe opportune to review our understanding
of the commitment aceepted by Litvinov in Washington with
regard to olaims and indebtedness,
I was present at all conversations between the Fresident
and Litvinov. It was cleurly impossible that the Government
¢f the United States should give either a loan or &n un-
eontrolled oredit and Litvinov never indiocated that he expected
either a loan or uncontrolled credit. I was as you know
astounded when he took that position after my arrival in
Moscow. The ¥resident and I talked over the matter repeatedly
and there was in our minds never the faintest idea of a straizht
loan or uncontrolled orsdit. Purthermore, we were both con-
vinced that Litvinov had sgreed to pay extra interest on all
loans or credits of whatsoever nature obtained from any
American individual or corporation for both the President
and I discussed the guestion of whether or not we should hold
up recognition until the debt agresment had been worked out
in detail as were all other agreements. The President felt
that this was not necessary as he thought his understanding
with Litvinov was olear und because as a result of changes of
personnel at the Treasury Department it was somewhat diffioult
for us to go into the details of any financial matters. You
will recall that Mr. Morgenthau had been charged with econtrol
of the eoconomic and financial gquestions involved in our nego-
tiations with Litvinov; that he was éppnintad Secretary of
the Treasury at the erucial moment and was so cooupled with
urgent
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urgent Treasury business thut he was unable to organize his
office 1n time to present concrete proposals to Litvinov,

The single concrete detail mentioned in Litvinov's talks

with Morgenthau was that of interest rates which was touched
upon inoonelusively., Litvinov said that he was ready to offer
only 7 per cent as a toetal rate to cover both interest on oredits
and extinguishment of indebtedness. Morgenthau gre:ted this
with laughter and indicated that the total rate would have to

be at least 10 per aent, .

The President and Litvinov disoussed in detail the total
gum to be paid, the President indicating that he felt he could
not get Congress to accept less than $150,000,000, Litvinovw
offering 75,000,000, but promising to recommend the payment
of 2100,000,000 provided the President after examining all the
faets should consider such a sum fair,

When I asked Litvinov how he could have imagined ever
that he was going to get a straight loan or uncontrolled credit
in view of the opposition of the people of the United States to
further loan abroad, he replied that the President had used the
world "loan"™, that he had felt it would be most diffieult for
the President to obtain the money btut that he thouzht the
President could find & way to get it, Iitvinov's pesition is
based on the fact that from time to time in speaking of oredits
the word "loan™ was used synonymously therewith by the President.
It is my impression that the word "loan™ was even used in the

one conversation of which a memorandum was made.

However,
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However, the general tenor of all conversations was such,
the general position with regard to loans and oredit was so¢
well known that it is difficult for me to imagine that any
one gould have derived the impression that the President had
a loan or uneontrolled oredit in mind,

The subjeot of claims and indebtedness was never dig-
cussed in my presence by Litvinov sxcept in the eonversations
with the President znd Morgenthau referred to above.

I personally believed as did the President that Litvinov
was ready to pay extra interest om all loans or eredits from
any Amerioan sources, public or private, until tie agreed

amount of indebtedness had been extinguished.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Parie, April 7, 1935.
Personal and .

Dear Mr. President:

I wish I could sit down with you this evening fur a8 long gossip
in the White House. I should like to have another look at you and
there is so much to write that fifty pages could not contain a full
description of the facts and fantastic projects that have been poured
into my ears since I reached Paris. The whole of Furope is concen-
trating in and on Paris these days and the statesmen and diplomatists
without exception seem to be neurasthenic. I find myself in a con-
dition of Buddhistic calm compared to everyone I meet. The people at
the top have even lost all sense of the ridiculous. For example, yes-
terday afternoon I called at the house of & French friend and there
were Andre Geraud (PERTINAX) of the "Echo de Paris" and the Soviet
Amhassadnr,- Potemkin, séated t.aéet.har in one large chair with their
arms around each other whispering intimacies. Inasmuch as there is no
human being who hates the Soviet Union more deeply than PERTINAX and
no one who has been distrusted more than PERTINAX by the Soviet Gov-
ernment (for years he has been in the pay of the Japanese) the
spectacle seemed to be & good sample of the unreality which underlies
all the diplomatic combinations now being made.

The Honorable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

The White House.
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The one fortunate element in the situvation from cur point of view
is that no one expects the United States to becore involved in any way
whatsoever. Comert said to me last night that when the American Am-
bassador appears at the Quai d'Orsay everyone has the same feeling as
if the Dalai Lama had dropped in. The French and all the others feel
that there will not be the slightest chance of drawing us into the
war which they now regard as inevitable. As nearly as I can gather
the present situation is the following:

Eden went too far in his conversations in Moscow to please the
British Government although he pleased the Soviet Government immensely.
He had a heart attack in Cologne and may be out of the picture for
gome time. He may not even be able to go to Stresa. His conversatlons
in Warsaw were & flat washout., Pilsudski was apparently enjoying one
of hils periodic relapses and was too ga-ga to reply intelligently to any
of Eden's questions. Beck, I am told, was not more satisfactory and
still remains obsessed by his dislike of France. (In this connection
1 have heard from two reliable sources the following statement: General
Weygand is reported to have said that when Beck was Polish Military
Attache in France, he was given access to many of ;.hs secrets of the
French Army. The French Genersl Staff became suspieious of him and,
after giving him certain important papers,sent to him an agent who pre-
tended to be acting for a foreign power. The agent bought from Beck
exact coples of the documents handed to Beck in strictest confidence
by the French General Staff. The French General Staff had Beck recalled

immediately.
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immediately. It is alleged that this episode is the basis of Beck's
hostility to France. Whether the story is true or not it is at least
interesting to know that it is believed in the French Forelign 0Off'ice.)

The relations of France and the Soviet Union seem to be the fol-
lowing:

Flandin does not want the alliance. Laval does not want 1t.
Flandin is entirely ready to let the Germans expand to the east asg &
method of avolding war in western Europe. Wevertheless, the French
Government will probably be pushed into the conclusion of the alliance
in the form of an Bgreement for mutual assistance in case of aggreseion ,.
tied into the mechanism of the League of Nations. Titulescu has been
the prime mover in drawing together the Russians and the French. The
Russians a couple of weeks ago demanded that the French put up or shut
up, intimating strongly that if France dig not do zo the Soviet Union
would begin to develop as close relations as possible with the Cerman
Reichswehr which has always been, as you know, pro-Russian and anti-French.
The Quai d'Orsay then prepared a text which was entirely unsatisfactory
to the Russians and Potemkin then called on Laval with an extremely
harsh statement from Stalin. Titulescu then began running back and
forth between the French and the Russians as he said to me, "I re-
presented France with the Russians and the Russians with the French &
and there is now a text in preparation at the Quai d'Orsay which will
provide that in case of aggression against either France or the Soviet
Union the matter shall first be referred to the Council of the League
of Nations. If the Council declares unanimously against the aggressor

either
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either France or the Soviet Union, as the case may be, will place
its forces totally at the disposal of the other. If the Council of
the League should not be unanimous the Powers will recover their liberty
of action and France and the Soviet Union will place their forces
unreservedly at each other's disposal". This, of course, amcunts to
an alliance btut is so camouflaged by the League of Nations declaration
that the French people will accept it. There is, however, the additional
point that adherence to such an agreement will be open to all nations
on the continent including Germany.

It 1s copfidently believed in Paris that Csechoslovakia will at
once enter & similar agreement with the Soviet Union and that Italy may
also. It is hoped that Rumania and Yugoslavia and even Pcland finally
may be persuaded to join.

Laval has promised to leave for Moscow on the 20th and will have to
8ign something definite there. The above seems to be the inescapable
minimum. How unhappy he is about the matter may be judged from the
fact that Titulescu told me yesterday that Madame Laval had suid to him
at least once & day for the past week, "You are driving my husband to
destruction®.

The possibility, which we discussed before I left, that Hungary
might follow the example of Germany and introduce conscription and thus
precipitate & march by the Rumanians and the Csechs to Budapest seems
to be definitely eliminated. In this cennectien, Titulescu told a
atory which I hesitate to retell because this letter is already too
long, but he related the incident with such a wealth of detail that

he seemed not to be lying and I think you might be interested. He
eald
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said that as soon as Hitler had reintroduced congeription he (Titulescu)
had told the British Minister in Bucharest that if Hungary should
follow Germany's example and introduce conscription, the Rumanian Army
would at once be mobilized and would occupy Bucharest. A few days
later the British Minister in Bucharest presented to him a severe and
superior note from Sir John Simon calling to his attention the fact
that Rumania under the Covenant of the League of Nations was obliged
not to resort to armed force but to settle such disputes through the
League. Titulescu said that Simon's note was so Olympian and offen-
sive that he had insisted that the British Minister them and thcre
should take a reply from his dictation. He said that he had then
dictated to the British Minister the following:

Mr. Titulescu replied that he had had much longer experience at
the League of Nations than Sir John Simon and could not regard Sir
John Simon as a superior authority with regard to duties of nations
under the Covenant of the League; that he would, however, be glad to
have Sir John's advice on certain judicial points on which Sir John
was an authority. As legal precedent for the action Rumania would
take in case Hungary should introduce conscription he would be glad
to know on just what legal ground the British Government had based
itself when it ;ad sent warships up the Yangtze River to Nanking to
impose concessions on the Chinese Government. He would also be glad
to know on what judicial ground the Italian Government had based

itself when it sent troops into Abysinnian territory.
Titulescu



Titulescu said that a few days later he had received a written
note from Sir John Simon saying that he had merely desired to ex-
press the hope that Rumania would act with prudence, adding that the
British Minister in Budapest had received the most categorical as-
surances that the Hungarian Government would not follow the example
of Germany in introducing conscription. Mr. Titulescu said that he
had then terminated the matter by sending a most fullsome telegram
of thanks to Sir John Simon for his asslstance to Rumania,

I am going to spare you an attempt to replace an evening of con-
versation by a letter. There are & thousand facts and statements that
I should like to pour in your ear. For example, the Soviet Ambassador
here told me that the Soviet Consul in the Yemen, whom he knew intim-
ately and knew to be an absolutely accurate informant, had let him know
recently that through the Yemen were coming streams of enormous packing
cases from Jupan addressed to Addis Ababa and lsbeled "Pianos". He was
not certaln as to the exact type of munitions contained therein.

Wiiley writes me from Moscow that there is every prospect that the
Soviet Foreign Office will continue to be as disagreeable as possible both
personally and officially. If the French alliance or pact of mutual as—
sistance, as you prefer, should go through the Soviets will be cockier
than ever and I may find it difficult to send back as much information
as heretofore. I shall, however, endure any such situation with con-
slderable equanimity.

Dodd wrote me from Berlin asking me to stop off for a conversation

with
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with him and I shall stop between trains Just long enocugh to find out
what he wants. Cudahy telephoned that it was absolutely essentisl that
I should stop in Warsaw and I shall spend twenty-four hours with him,
reaching Moscow om April 15. The cunversations which I have had in

Paris have made me more than ever certain that your present policy of

keeping out of this mess now and hereafter is the only one consistent
with the interests of the United Etafes. We can do nothing now that
will really help and any commitments we make will tend to produce our

1
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involvement from the beginning in the ultimate conflict, To say nothing,
do nothing, and carry a large cannon seems to me the only policy for us

to pursue. I do not expect any conflict in the near future. When it

pot A donal
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does come, provided we stay out of it, we shall be in good shape to

help reconstruct what remains of Europe.

Bless you for your kindness to me when I was in America and for

AR

Vs

your friendship. It means a great deal.

Yours permanently,
3 s (

o g

a’? g P. S« 1 have just heard from a reliable French friend that last night
;'{ Laval promised Potemkin, the Soviet Ambassade r, that he would go as far

in the mutual assistance pact as predicted above. Potemkin is still
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struggling to obtain automatic and immediate declaration of war without

ax do

=, waiting for the Council of the League in case of aggression — to be de-
fined according to the well-known Litvinov definition. My guess is that
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{'..;3: he won't get Laval to go any further,. (n.,‘_btf, b
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EMBASSY OF THE T
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

@

Personal and

—ebrdaly eanitidenibudr—

Paris, April 8, 198b.

Dear Mr. President:

You will, I fear, think that your remark that you
really wanted me to write to you is going to produce
an endless flood of letters when you see this in addition
to the pages I wrote you yesterday. I want simply to
explain to you developments flowing from that P. P. P. 3.

It was indeed Laval who phoned last night and I saw
him this morning. I reported at once to Jesse Straus
and you will uncuestionably have seen the telegram which
Jesse dictated as a result of my reports on conversations.
with Tituleseu, Laval and Potemkin.

Laval said that he would reach Moscow on the Z5th and
would sign the mutual assistance paot on that date or on
the 26th. I asked him if he would remain in Moscow for
the fetes of the first of May and he said that he would
not as the French people would consider that he should not
participate in a revolutionary celebration! It is a long
way from 1789}

Laval said that the definitive text of the pact was

not

The Honorable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
The White House.
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not yet established but that he wus working on it. He added
that he had had some hesitation about coneluding the
agreement because, in his opinion, the Soviet Army was
essentially a foree for keeping down the Russimn people and
handling internal problems and could not cperate effectively
outside the Soviet Union. He added that his military
advisors, however, believed the Soviet air force had a
certain value. He then described the agreement and indicated
that France and the Soviet Union in case of aggression against
either by another power would convoke the Couneil of the
League of Nations immediately. If the Council should zgree
unanimously in accordance with paragraph 6 of Article XV

of the Covenant of the League, France and the Soviet Union
would place all their armed foreces at each other's dis-
posal. If the Couneil should fail to adopt & unanimous
report France and the Soviet Union would regain their

liberty of action under paragruph 7 of Article XV of the
Covenant of the League and would at once place all their
armed forces at the disposzl of each other. He added

that he hoped he eould persuade the Italians to make a
similar agreement with the Russians and that he hoped to
bring into & similar pact the entire Little Entente and

the Balkan lLeague. He also said that he was not without

hope of bringing in Poland. He added that the mutual i

assistance .
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assistance pact would, of eourse, be open to the
participation of Germany and went on to say that he
himself would continue to make every effort to prevent
the conclusion of the mutual assistance agreement be-
tween Frunce and the Soviet Union being interpreted

in Germany &s an act to encircle the Reich., He said
he believed personally there would be no genuine peace
in Europe until France and Germany had been reconciled
and that he would continue to work for good relations
between France and Germany.

He then asked me what policy I thought the Russians
would follow. (This question seemed to me to be the
cause of his insistence on seeing me.) I replied that
the Russians would doubtless follow the example of France
and attempt to develop close relations with Germany.

He said that he thought the agreement would place the
Soviet Union in a very favorable ponitian to bargain be-
tween France and Germany. I replied that I agreed that
Ruseia would be in the happy position of being able to
walt for the offers of the highest bidder.

Laval then said that he was somewhat troubled about
his relations with the United States. He said that he
had never published his econversations with Hoover at the

time of the Moratorium but that Hoover had promised him
definitely
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definitely not that the United States would cunocel

the French debt but that the Moratorium would be ex-
tended. He asked me what was the present attitude of
the United States towards the debts. I replied that
for the first time the debts were beginning to have
some value, that so long as they were not paid they
would constitute an insurance policy that the Ameriecan
people would not precipitate themselves into & terrible
conflict which did not ocneern them. He laughed and
gaid that he ouite understood that point of view, and
added that the American people had every reason to remain
aloof.

We talked about lots of other things of minor im-
portance and he displayed a really surprising cordiality
throughout our conversation.

Potemkin, the Soviet Ambassador in Paris, confirmed
today at luncheon all the statements that Laval had made
and said in addition that he was discussing with Laval
& subsidiary paet which would be adopted shortly after
the paot of mutual assistance. Potemkin said that this
subsidiary agreement would provide for ilmmediate de-
elaration of war by the Soviet Union and France in the
case of flagrant aggression by Germany., He sald that
there would be no waiting for action by the League Couneil

and
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and that the agreement would be fitted into the language
of Article XVI of the League. How that is possible I
leave to subtler brains than mine and I do not believe
the French will sign any such document, Potemkin said
also that after the signature of the mutual assistance
agreement by France and the Soviet Uninn;thu Soviet Union
would sign immediately a similar mutual assistance egree-
ment with the Czechoslovaks, Both Potemkin and his staff
were in a triumphent state of mind. Potemkin told me that
Litvinov will arrive in Berlin the same morning I arrive
(April 10) and urged me strongly to telephone the Soviet
Ambassad or and see Litvinov enroute.

My own opinion is that the Soviet Union «#ill be the
single great beneficiary of the agreement described above,
Nei ther Germany nor Japan will dare to attack the Soviet
Union,and France and Germany will be compelled to begin to
bid high for Soviet assistance. A few months after the
agreement with France is signed Litvinov will begin ne-
gotiating with the Heichswehr via Furoahllov;and thew
French within six months will begin to be as worried about
the condition of their Soviet alliance as they are now
about their Polish alliance.

It is obvious, of course, from all of these maneuvers
and counter maneuvers that no one in Burope is any longer

thinking



ol -
thinking of peace but that everyone is thinking furiously
about obtaining as many allies as possible for the next
war. As each day passes I become more convineed that our
only sane poliey is to staey just as far as possible outside
the mess. In this connection it was intaresting at luncheon
today at the Soviet Embassy to see the reaction of a large
table full of guests which inecluded French oubinet ministers
and former ministers. Rosenberg, who is now the Soviet
assistant seoretary at the League of Nutions and was form-
erly Soviet Chargé d'Affaires in Paris, oalled aoross the
table to me and said that he felt that the United States
should participate actively in the present negotiaticns and
asked me why the United States was remaining so aloof. To
a silent tahlu*I delivered a short oration whieh, 1if I may
say so, was worthy of yourself. At the end of the discourse
everyone, including the French cabinet ministers, said,

"You are perfectly right. No one can expect the United

States to involve itself in the events which are approaching™,
During the course of the luncheon I said to the Soviet

Ambassador that of course the mutual assistance agreement

with Prance was Just an old fashioned alliance camouflaged

by a smear of League of Nations paint for the benefit of

the French people. He said, " You are quite right™. 1

then said that I felt the only weak point in the whole

project was Austria, thut I was informed on good authority

that



-~

S e
that there was a considerable possibility that Austria,
not from external pressure but from internal foroe,would
go Nazil this summer and that I eould not with & telescope
ascertain any legal Justification for an invasion of
Austria by Italy or anyone else if the people of Austria
should desire of their own accord to have a Nazi Government.
He replied that he agreed that Austria wus the sore and
dangerous point and that no scheme but war had yet been
proposed that promised to keep Austria out of the hands
of the Nazis,

My guess is that Laval's visit to Moscow will be
followed by a series of visits of the ministers of the
minor powers especially the Little Entente. Titulesou
indicated that he would probubly visit Moscow in June ,
B e e e o T LT
et

I write you all this beoause from Paris I cannot re-
POrt mmeedadely to the Department. I have given Jesse
& full written aceoount of all the conversations I have
hed but I do not know how much finally will reach Wash-
ington.

Excuse me if I have burdened you too greatly. Good
night and the Lord be with you.

Yours permanently,

%




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

April 20, 1935.

Memorandum for the President.
Since the press 1s censored

largely in most all countries ex-

cept the United States, the policy

of this single step proposed is

s

very much doubted.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

April 20, 1935.

Mr. Secretary:

The following memorandum
is to be attached to this telegram
from Ambassador Bullitt:

"Secretary of State:
What do you suggest with
regard to suggested legislation?"
FDR
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= Moscow

fore being communicated

to anyone, (B) Dated April 17, 1835

Rec'd 3 p. m.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

148, April 1%, 6 ps m.

Ra1m1: » correspondent of the NEW YORK HERALD
TRINUNE, has Just told me that Umansky, chlef of the
presa section of the Soviet Forelyn Office (chier
censor) has informed him that unless within three
days lic will enter into a formal agreement to refrain
in future from telephoneing news from the Soviet Union
and will submit in advance all stories to the censor-
ship and approval of the Foreign Offlce, his privileges
43 & correspondent will be withdrawn., This would
necessitate his departure from the Soviet Union.

Unanslky f‘urthar stated to Darnes that the
same ultimatum would be delivered to all other American
correspondents here. Barnes requested my advice and
I replied that I could be in no way reaponsible for
his decision; that the matter was one for him and his
newspaper to decilde, In the past It has been possible

for American correspondents here occaslonally to evade
the



REP
2-#148, From Moscow, April 17,6p.m.

the censorship by using all long distance telephones
It scems probable that the Soviet Government intends
now to close this avenue of truthful statement in
view of the inereasingly critical situation in Furope
and the tendency of all dictatorships to tighten
v _.-.———'_"?
censorship. I venture to suggest that the posltion of

Amerlean correspondents abroad might be improved and |
[

the Amerlican public in some measure protected from f

F

distorted news and foreign propaganda 1f a bill f
e T ——

should be introduced immediately in Congress pro-

viding that news despatches or telegrams from all [

countrics maintalning censorships should carry the [
sub-caption "The following has been censored and :
|
accorded approval by the Government of", The
future Introductlon of such a bill at least would

i
have & wholesome effect in Moscow,.

BULLITT

wwre

W3B



April 26, 1935,

Dear Bill Buddhg:-

Alas, for the firet time in
your 1life you are too late! We have of fered
Ireland to Owsley. In any event, I would not
1mut?.m.mmm-.tm-
muﬂuhﬂulﬂunkhhﬂlu
a good job.

What a shame that you missed
Lihtmvlnl-r-'mdnwld not travel with
him in his compartment to Moscow!

As ever yours,

Honorable William C. Bullitt,
American Embasey,
Koscow,
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/- EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

On traln enroute tﬁ Moscow
from Warsaw, April 12, 1935.
Personal and

Dear Mr, President:

John Cudahy, with whom I have spent the past
twenty=four howrs 1ln Warsaw astonished me thia morning
by saying that he had only one wish in life: to be
appointed Minister to Ireland. He 1z anxlous to get
out of Poland as he has had more than enough of the
physical dlsorder of Eastern Europe. It occcurred to me
at once that thls wish of Cudahy's might be the key to
a happy solutlion of your diplomatic appointment problems.

As the appolntment of Tony Blddle to Dublin has
not been announced I assume that the difficulty of ob-
taining the agrément of the Irish Government to the
appolntment of a divvrch and remarrlied man proved to be
ilnsuperable. I don't want to do anything to stop Tony
getting the job and I wrlte you this about Cudahy on the
assumption that Dublin for Tony has proved to be impoa-
aible.

In my oplnlion Cudahy would make an admirable Minlster

to

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
The White House.
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to Dublin., He loves to hunt and 1s a very attractive
fellow of the type that the Irish 1like and his private
1ife is as blameless as the Pope himself could desire.
I don't know what you are thinking about dolng with
Tony Biddle but in the shuffle that would be produced
by Cudahy's moving out of Poland you ought to be able
to find a satisfactory post for Tony. The man you
send to Warsaw must know French and, if possible, should
kmow German and, if you want to get any information from
Warsaw, should also be very much of a gentleman and acutely
intelligent.

I had a long talk in Berlin night before last with
Lipsky, the Polish Ambassador, and one last night with
the Under Secretary of Foreign Affairs in Warsaw. I am
convinced not only from these conversations but from every
other plece of evidence I have been able to get in Paris
and elsewhere that there 1s no secret agreement or allilance
between the Foles and the Germans, and that the basis of
Polish pollcy 1s and will remain refusal to make any agreement
permitting either German or Russlan forces to set foot on
Pollsh soll under any clrcumstances. It 1s not, however,
impossible that Poland might come into some general agree-
ment to withhold ald from an aggressor. In Poland the
hatred of Russia and fear of the ultimate power of Russla,

is greater than the fear and hatred of Germany. The Poles
are



are convinced that so long as Hitler is in power the
German drive will be toward annexing to Germany those
portlons of Europe which are inhabited predominantly

by Germans and not toward the acquisition of any Slav
territory. That is to say, the Poles expect the German
advance to be toward Austria and Bohemia. If the German
drive on those territories should result in war, Poland
would attempt to stand aside until it could safely rush
to the rescue of the victor.

I think I wrote you from Paris that Titulescu claim-
ed that Beck had told him that there was an understanding
between Poland and Hungary with regard to Czechoslovakia ___
to the effect that Poland would not assist Czechoslovakia
in case of an Hungarian attack.

I see nothing in Polish polley which requires any
more explanatlon than the above.

Cudahy has traveled from one end of Poland to the
other and 1s very p;uuimiatic about Poland's future. He
insists that the Polish o1l fields in Galicia will be ex-
hausted in ten years at the present rate of production
and foresees complete collapse at the time of the elim-
ination of this resource. He also insists that the Polish
Army 1s extremely deficient in all forms of motorlized

materlal and in guns of the larger calibers.
Litvinov



Litvinov passed through Warsaw without stopping last
night on his way to Geneva so that T missed him entirely
and shall probably have little news to cable you until he
returns to Moscow.

If Tony Bilddle 1s out, I hope you will be able to
send Cudahy to Dublin. He is exceptlonally well-fitted
for the post and would be deeply grateful. When he told
me that he wanted Dublin, I said that before taking up
the matter I should like to lnow absolutely definitely
that there would be no question of his re jecting the poat
if 1t should be offered. He replied, "You let the
President know that I would almost Jump out of my skin
with Joy 1f I should get a telegram transferring me from
Warsaw to Dublin. I don't even need to be asked."

Good luck and love to you all.

Yours permanently,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

April 29, 1935.

The Secretary of State encloses for the informa-
tion of the President a copy of the telegram indicated
below.

As the telegram was transmitted in one of the
Department's confidential codes, it would be appreciated
if 1% could be reéufned to the Department at the Presi-

dent's convenience for appropriate disposition.

Enclosure:

No. 168, April 29, 3 p. m., Moscow, from Bullitt.
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A portion of this
telegram must be closely MOsCow
paraphrased before bein? }

B

communlicated to anyone. Dated April 29, 1935

Rec'd 1340 p. m.

Secretary of S8State,

Washington,

168, April 29, 3 p. m.

The following communique is published by all
newspapers thls morning:

"Tass has received from an authoritative source
the following information concerning the progreas of
the Franco-Soviet negotiatiocns:

Contrary to reports of various organs of the
press Lhe question of so-called 'automatism' of assistance
did not and does not cause any dlsagreements. Both
partles agreed from the very beginning that mutual

asslstance must be rendered on the basis of a decision

of the League of Natlons Couneil. 'The Pranco-Soviet

pact_will thus be in accord with the Loearno agreements
alscs It was preclsely on this basls that the

! negotiations
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2-#168, from Moscow, April 29, 3mm

negotiations were begun both on t.u guestion of tha
reglonal Eastern Pact and of the Franco-Soviet Guarantes
Pact,

Certain difficulties have boen encountered in
flndin., proper formulas, The Soviot Union on its part
seciks Lo (first) secure full mutuality of obligations,
{second) to Elve the phat such a form in whieh 1t could
not Le interpreted as belns aimed apainst any particular
party, (third) to agree beforehand on an identiecel
interprotation by both sides ef the limits of the
obligatlons undertaken by them. .

There is reason to think that these desires do
not correspond to the wishes of the French Govermment
or that insuperable cbstacles exiat to the achievement
of full agreement on the wording of all the articles
of the pact," (END GRAY)

This seems to indicate that in order to obtain the
consant of the French Government to the agreement for
mutual assistance the Soviet Governront has decided to
recedc from its position with regard to "automatie"
actlon.described by the Turkish Anbassador, reported
in my No. 165, April 27, 5 pe ma

BULLITT
W3B=C30 ;



THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON
\J‘:J
\‘ May 18, 19as,
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My dear Mr, President:

At the request of Ambassador Bullitt I encloae,
ae of possible interest, a highly confidential des-
patch from Moscow regarding the Kirov murder,

Mr. Bullitt has especially requested that the
despatch be treated as secret, since the position
of the Lithuanian Minister in Moscow might be gravely
compromised if the source of the information con-
tained in this despatch should become known to the
Soviet Government,

Faithfully yours,
Enclosure:

Despatch. K/’,arﬂ?g
/)
The President, M

The White House.



The Honorsble
The Seeretary of State,
Washington.

Sir:

1 have the honor to report certain highly ocon-
fidentisl iInformatlon with regard to the Kirov murder.

You will reosll that whem I hed the honor and
plessure of discussing the Kirov case with you personslly
in Washington 1 expressed the opimion that the reports
then in the Department and the explanstion of .imbesssdor
Troyunoveky d4id not give en lantimats or wltogether
oradible sceount of the affair, and promised you to
attempt to discover the underlying faots when I returned
to Moscow,



On the evening of April 17 from Mr. Beltruspgitis, the
Lithusnion Minleter, I cbteined an explanntion of the
affelr which seems to ms to coms olose to the trush and,
indeed, may be entirsly socurete,

"(Mr. Baltrusaltis enjoys & unique position in the
foviet Union. He has been a resident of Mosoow for more
than forty years. UDefore the Revolution he became one
of the leading poots of Russie == his works belng written
not im Lithusnien but in Fussien. when Litvinov wes in
Yashington, I maked him 1 there were enyone in the diple-
matio corps in Moscow of partleulsr velue. Ne replied that
there was only ons men, Daltrusaitis, who knew fussim in-
timately. Litvinov went om to explain thet Baltrusaltis
was 30 well-known &s & fussian poet end had played a role
a0 friendly to the Dolsheviki in the sarly days of the
Revolution thet he,(Litvinov), had not reclizmed thet Bal-
trusaitis wos not a Russlam untll the day when he had been
sppoloted Lithusnlan Minister. He sold thst Baltruseltis
was trusted as & friend by Nusalsns of all e¢lasses and that
his position was sltogsther extreordinary.

On resching Moscow, therefore, 1 cultivated an intimmey
with ¥r. Baltrusaitis which I hove found of vulue on many
ogoeslons. Cur relestlons are sxtremely friendly and he
- seema to have no hesitetlon in telllng me snything that he
knows. In the past I heve found the information whiech he
bhas given me to be correot and the story he told me .
regarding XKirov was supplemented by such & wealth of detell
and sugh assurances of sbsolute socursey thuat 1 felt it

eonteined

el
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sontained the kernel of the Kirov mystery.)

Mr. Daltrusaitis sald thet Nikolsiev, the murderer
of Kirov, hed been for s long time = speeisl agent of the
00FU. His place of eotivity was, in the mein, Leningrad.
He 'sald that Kirov hed been sent to Lemibgred for an
"executlve sducation”, and mdded that Kirov had beem glven
elmoat independent authority in the Leningrad Oblast in
order to prepare him to assume at a later date the die-
tatorship of the Soviet Union. He asserted that Stalin
hed deoided definitely that Kirov should be his successor
and commented thet Kirov, whom he (Paltrusaitis) had known
personelly, was very much the same type of human being ea
Stalin snd was trusted implicitly by stelin.

Mr. Beltrusaitis went on to say that Kirov had fallen
in love with the wife of Nikolaiev and that Nikolalew,
although he cared about hla wife, had consented to a liaison
between her and Kirov in order to further his own career.
He sald thet this llalson of Nikolalev's wife with Kirow,
as well as Nikolalev's positlon as a OOFU agent,hed given
Kikolelev a helo of powsr whieh had opened to him wll doors
in the Leningrad Oblast. Mr., Baltrusaitlis sdded, "He
ooculd walk into Kirov's offioe at any moment he wished”.

Mr. Baltrusaltis sald that in splte of Nlkolaisv's
subservience to Kirov he hed not recelved the promotions
to whioh he considered himself entitled and finally hed
become enraged with Kirov, consldering thet Kirev had
purciased his wife and hed not pald the price. The
shooting of Kirov, Mr. Baltrussltis inslsted, was
& orlme oommitted by Nikolmlev in n moment of passlonate

und
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and uncontrollable rage,

Mr. Baltruseitls then deseorlbed the soens which took
plege in Atelin's spertsent in the Krealin when Yagodas,
Chief of the Q0GFU,(who is now galled Commissar for Internal
Affeira), onlled on Stelin eftor the murder. lis ssserted
that Stelin, as Yagoda walked inte the room, moved toward
him with = hand outstretched as if to take him by the throat,
ealling out, "This time you have bitten off more tham you
osn chew", le secid that Stelin at that moment had besn
under the lmpression that Yagode had procured the murder
of Kirov by hls agent Nikolalev,

¥r. Daltrussitis ssserted thet Yagode hed been in-
tensely verrified, but, peroelving et the same moment
that Stelin himselif sesnad terribly shaken, hed pressrved
sufficient presence of mind to defend himself and to seccuse
Yenukidze, Seoretary of the ealK (Central Executive Com-
mittes), & personal enemy of his, of respensivility ror
the murder becnsuse he had once yrovected Nlkolalev from
arrest by ths OGPU.

Yagode hed,furthermore, polnted out to Otelln that
Yenukidze =- (a mors humane and degent fellow thun gost of
the high executives) =-- hed repsatedly protected from exlle
or execution members of the Communist Ferty end others who
had in some wey displeased the COPU. Yagoda convineed
Stalin that he would heve elininnted Nikolmiev except far
the intervention of Yenukidze, In additicn, Yegods finally
convinesd 3talin thst Yenukidze was trylng to bulld up =
personsl machine to snable his to succeed Stalin as dletstor.

AB



As a result, Yenukidze was dismissed as the Secretary

of the Telk end sent to be Governor of the Truns-Caucasus.
AlL members of the office forece of the TelK inside the
Kremlin were exiled. In edditlomgp all Yenukidze's par-
tioular friends in the Kremlin were exiled, inoluding

the two immedlate subordinatea of Pedersen, Commandant

of the Kremlin, In addition, all members of the so-celled
"georet guard” of fanatiosl young Communists in the Krealin
wers eaxiled.

Mr. Beltrusaitis sald that he hed seen Nr. Yenukidze,
an old and intimate friend of his, Just before his de-
purturs for the Trans-Csucasus and that Mr. Yenukidze,
with tears running down his fuce, hed orked, "It 1s for
this thot I have given my whole 1ife",

Mr., Beltrusaitis then asserted that the story of a
plot of former followers of Trotsky and Zinoviev to murder
Kirov, Stalim, ot #l, was & fabrioatlion by Yugoda for
ths purpose of proteeting himselr from Stelin's wrath,
slimineting his personnl enemies, end getting rid of all
possible lsaders for the discontented Communist youth. Nr.
Baltrusaitis seld that he knew of his own knowledge that
many of thes younger members of the Communlst Perty were
now dlssatisflied with Stalin's reglme and weres as sager
to revolt agoinst the present govermment as thelr pred-
scessors had been to ravolt agalnst the Csar.

Mr. Faltrusaitis steted further that Yagoda hed played
on Stalin's personal feers of assassination in a most subtle
and able manner, [For example, ¥r. Beltrusaltls asserted

that



that Stelin receives his mesls from the kitchem of the
Kremlin hespitel resteursnt in contelners snd shat Yagodas,
shortly after the murder of Kirov, had pleced slz CGFU
agonts in the kitolien to walch the oooks and that since
thut time Stalin hed recelved all his contalners sealed
with ths meal of ths OGPU to proteet him from polson.

Mr, Daltrusaltlis sald further thet aince Kirov's
murder 2talin hed become inordinectsly suspiclous of every-
one around him with the exception of Voroshilov and Holotovw,
Ne said that Kegenovieoh's asslgoment to the difficult post
of Commisrar for Trensportatios had beem a method of gettlng
cut of the Kremlin the men who wes commonly spoken of by
the public ms Otalin's possible suceceasor. He sald that
8telin had done this because of the fear that Kegenovieh
might be bullding up & machine to overthrow him. He stated
further that Stalin had lost ell confidence in Bubnov, Com-
alssar of Kducetlon end that Bubmnov wes now oomplstely under
the direotion of one of Stalin's personsal seerstarlies. with
regurd to Litvinov Mr. Baltrusaitis stated, "0Of course
neither Stalin nor anyone else could ilmegine thet Litvinov
could build up a personal following. The feot ls that
every day when Litvimov ls in Mosecow he carries all im-
portant telsgrama personally to Stallm for declslon. vhen
Litvinov is abrosd Krestinskl does the sume thing. Litvinov
is an extremely olevsr agent of 2tallm but nothing elss.”

The arrest and sxlling of innocesnt humen beings in
all quarters of the Soviet Union continues apase. Nr. Bal-
trusaitie ssserted that everyone in the slighteatl degree

distasteful



distasteful to :h Joviet Govermment in Leningtred had
aelready been arrested and ssserted that « csrd of individusl
exile numbered Lemlugred 21,000 had come to his uttention.
(From enother wholly relisble source I have the inform-
stion thut & Leningrad eard of exile with entire femily
numbered 7,000 hes been seen.)

The arrests in Moscow are still in progress. 4is I have
already reported to the Department the only two feirly com-
petent dentlste ln Moscow have besun exiled recently and the
fear of arrest ls so great that the Muscovites now 4o not
dare to have any oontaet with forelgn embassies.

In this conneetion it may be of some lnterest to the
Department %o know that Mr, George indreytohine, who last
yeaur was assigned to work out the phymiecal dirficulties
of the American Dmbussy by the Foreign Offloe and was of
invalusble assistance to us, wus seized soms weeks sgo by
the OGPU., He 1ls, I om now informed, most privately, in the
Lyublisnke prison end may be shot or exiled., Among the
charges sgainst him is the scousation that although he
saw constantly the imericsn imbassador to the Soviet Umion
be wes unable to influence the jmbassador to toke s more
favorable view of Soviet polley.

Respeotlully yours,

#illlem ¢, Bullitt,

wCB/CO
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June 3, 1936.
Dear Bllli=
I have been a time in writing
to you but, as you know, we have

had much excitement here dbhe to the decision of
the reme Court. However, the faot remains
that prineciples of NRA muet be carried on
in some way.

As usual I wae much interested in
the dlspatch which
me t was

E
?

The Ball sounde magnificent but
hope you will not have to have another one



As ever yours,

Bullite,

Honorable William C.
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Personal and Moscow, May 1, 1935.

Dear Mr. President:
I have Jjust come back from the May Dey parade
on the Red Square., It has been & great show with
tenks galloping across at 60 miles per hour and new
pursuit airplenes at 400 kilometers p. h. Stalin
came late and left early due, I was tocld, to a last
minuce hiteh in the negotiestions with the French, It
was also noticeable that when he walked the short
space from the Kremlin wall to Lenin's tomb he held
& handkerchief to his face. He may really, after all,
be a blt frightened as indicated in the very confl-
dential despatch I am sending by this pouch which I
have asked the Secretary to send over to You.
Fhysically, Moscow is & pleasanter place than
this time last year. The subway has been completed.
Blocks

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the Unlted States of Americs,
The White House,

Weshington.




-

Blocks of old bulldings have been turned into streets
and squares, and the paving of the streets has been
improved. Emotionally, however, Moscow is by no means
so pleasant & place. The verror, always present, has
risen to such & pitch that the least of the Muscovites,
es well as the greatest, is in fear. Almost no one
dares have any contact with foreigners and this is not
unbased fear but & proper sense of reality. The chiaf
engineer of the Amo works, now the largest producers

of trucks in the world, has Jjust spent eight months in
Jell because he ventured to call on the Latvien Min-
ister, a very old friend of his. Every single ecquain-
tance, even the most casuasl, of the Japenese langusage
students in Leningred, has been exiled. The only real
rriend of this Embassy, George Andreytchine, whom I
asked you to pardon last year, is in the Lyublianka
prison awaiting either death or exile. The only decent
guide in the Soviet Union who took my cousin, Marshall,
and his femily eround the country last year and is &
thoroughly good friend of mine, has been exiled. Every-
one who has had eny contect with the Japanese Embassy,

even
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even down to the tallor, has been exiled. And the
three not-too-awful dentists of the town surfered

the same fate, leaving members of the American Imbassy
hanging on to temporary fillings!

It 1s extreordinarily difficult to preserve &
sweet and loving exterior under the ciroumstances. I
can, of course, do nothing to save anyone. 1In fact,
strictly between ourselves, I got a message from An-
dreytchine, sent grepevine from the OGPU Lyublianka
priscn, asking me for God's sake to do mothing to try
to save him, if I should, he would certainly be shot.

The Russians still dare to come to my house for
large entertainments when there cen be no possibility
of private conversation. There was a goed turnout for
the ball I gave on the 23rd of April. Litvinov came
with his wife and eldest daughter. It was an astonish-
ingly successful party, thoroughly dignified yet Z8Y.
Everyone happy and no one drunk. In fact, if I can be=-
lieve the letter I got from the British Ambessadress and
many vafbal messages, 1t was the best perty in Moscow
since the revolution. We got a thousand tulips from
Helsinglors and forced a lot of birch trees into premature
leafage and arranged one end of the dining room as a

collective farm with peasant accordion players, dancers,




and all sorts of baby things, such as birds, goats,

and e couple of infant beers ahout the size of cats.

We also had pleasant lighting effects done by the

best theater here and a bit of a caberet. It was really
great fun and the Turkish Ambassador and sbout twenty
others remained until breakfast at eight.

I survived the night with the assistance of a few
doses of strychnine, but with the exception of that
evening I have been getting to bed at 7:30 P. M. I am
all right for work beginning at 7 A. M. but have not
yet sufficlently recovered from this bug to go out at
ell at night. I shall go right on with my regime of
twelve hours in bed and plenty of exercise until I
huve fully recovered. There is nothing to worry about
but it is & nuisance.

Do you remember our bet of one red apple or what-
ever (I heve forgotten what) &s to the scene of the first
outbreak of war? You picked Burope and I picked the Far
East. I am beginning to be inclined to think thut you
will probably turn out to be right as usuel. The Aus-
trian situstion seems to contain sll the elements of a
mejor explosion while the Par Zastern situstion is mom-
entarily quiet. The long range outlook everywhere is
about as bad &s can be and the worst of it is that we

cen
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can do nothing whatever to stop the march of events,
The economic basis of Germany and Japan 1s such today
that neither netion has any future, except a continuously
diminishing standard of living, unless it can acguire
hew sources of raw materiels and new markets. The Jap=
enese line is obvious. My guess is that Hitler has
decided that the German line of edvance shell be down
the Danube and not toward the Ukraine, although if he
is blocked in his economic domination of Central Rurope
and the Balkeans he will certainly try to turn toward
the Ukraine,

I see no way thet we can achieve anything by at-
tenpting to stop the march of events - horrible as it
is - except our own involvement in war and I hope that
you will turn & very deaf ear to the songs of the sirens
who must be keeping you awake nights with their music,

I sew thet Stimson had donned the mermaids tail and there
must be & thousand others whose hearts are better than
their heeads,

There is nothing very gay to report from Moscow ex-
cept an 4incident thet happened the other day when,on the
completion of a tremendous new hospitel at Gorki, aviators
were sent up to take plotures from the air for propaganda

purposes,




-l

purpnunn; When they came down and the pletures were
developed, the hospltal turned out to be the most perfect
German swastlkal The architect was immediately exiled
and new wings are being built feverishly.,

I wish I could hear the scund of your volce,

Bless you.

A



June 21, 1935,

Dear Bill:-

Your letter of June third proves (a)
that {ou- senge of humor is completely intact
and (b) that by this Soken your physical well-
being must be vastly improved.

What a ploture that is of that

Go ! If yom a 11ke hipg I
el A R T
to all officd funerals.

I-hthlntntmmm
the chocolate dlet. I had always supposed that
a liquor diet and a diet were practically
synonymous from the po t of view of chemical
result but evidently I am wrong!

mungh-l‘bmhmmﬂh-, too,
hnﬂawb-mnmtlurundnl some—
thing eerious turned out to be a mere stomach
ulcer. In spite of this he is 8till pessimistic
about the of Europe!

:—uﬂhmmmmum—
-imnmuthatmrl—nl-mmth
river.

Do not too hl.? blood sgure.
If you can keep lt‘:: that o u.nn hu:'nn';-ht,



perhaps you will live three score yearsand ten
longer!

We miss you. Oood luck!

As ever yours,

Honorable William C. Bullitt,
American Embasay,

Moscow

U.S.8.R.

P.S. I take it the small growth on epine
will develop eventually into s!
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William C. Bullitt, Ambassador to the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics, to Roosevelt

Moscow, June 3, 1935

Persanal and Confidential

Dear Mr. President: Now that I have returned to the status which
Qucen Victoria used to refer 1o as that of a “common Duke,” I think
I ought to give you an account of my experiences during my elevation
to the rank of your Special Representative.

To get to Pilsudski’s funcral on time was not easy.' [ reccived the
Secretary’s telegram Thursday moming (May 16) and had to be in the
church in Warsaw at nine on Friday morning and there were no regular
trains or plancs available, T got a plane and few from Moscow to Minsk,
noting with stupefaction the improvement in conditions throughout
White Russia, The fields were extraordinarily well-planted and there
were hundreds of new apple orchards beautifully tended, each tree with
its trunk neatly whitewashed. Minsk, the wraditional garbage heap of
the Jewish pale, was clean and contained one enormous Government
alfice building which would net have been out of place in Washington.
The reports that my plane had a erash in Minsk were a pure invention.?
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The flight was as casy and comfortable as could be, 1 then crossed the
frontier by train and the Poles had waiting for me Pilsudski's private
ear which they hooked on to a train that got to Warsaw an hour before
the ceremonies began.

The Palish Government was obviously delighted that you should have
sent a Special Representative (only Crosby,? our Chargé d’AfTaires
seemed somewhat miffed), and went out of its way to place me at the
top of the procession by using a pleasant twist of the French diplomatic
alphabet. 1 was the representative of “Amerique, Fiats-Unis de,” and
not “Etats-Unis de Amerigue.” That put me for all the coremonies next
to Goering who, as representative of “Allemagne,” had place No, 1,

Goering swept into the Winsaw cathedral late as il he were a German
tenor playing Sieglried. He has the usual German tenor proportions, He
is at least a yard across the bottom as the crow flics! In an attempt to
get his shoulders out as far as his hips he wears two inches of padding
extending each one, It is useless. The shoulders just won't go that far,
He is nearly a yard from rear to umbilicus, and as he is not cven as
tall as 1 am and encases himsell in a glove-tight uniform, the eflect is
novel. He must carry with him a personal beauty attendant as his fingers,
which are almost as thick as they are short, carry long-pointed, carefully
enamelled nails and his pink complexion shows every sign of daily
attention. His eyes pop wildly as if he were cither suffering from a
glandular derangement or still taking cocaine. His lips are as thin as
those of an infant. When he was 250 pounds lighter he must have been
a blond beauty of the most unpleasant sort. He is really the mest
appalling representative of a nation that 1 have ever laid eyes on. He
made me feel that the Germans will achicve nothing but a series of
national disasters until they ceasc to take the Nicbelungenlicd seriously.

Goering stole the show from the moment he entered the cathedeal,
and it became not Pilsudski's funcral but Goering's great fist-act en-
trance. Throughout the march from the cathedral 1o the aviation field—
three hours in a drizeling rain—1I walked behind the young Siegfricd
who struck poses everytime a camera appeared.

The crowds that lined the streets were impressive. They were abso-
lately silent and did not even stir, At the field the troops marched past
the coffin to the beat of a drum, The silence was more impressive than
any music. That night we took the train [rom Cracow and the next day
the march was repeated, ending at the Wawel, the old hill castle of the
Palish kings. The Catholic Church die itsell proud by putting on a really
beautiful service. It was rather long, however, and Goering went to

sleep.
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Alterward, President Moscicki? held a reception for the representatives
of the various nations and asked me to thank you personally for having
sent @ Special Representative for the oceasion, The next day [ had
luncheon at the Potecki's® with Petain.® He and Laval® had been treated
throughout as il they were unwelcome cousins from the country and
Laval was sore; but the old man was in great form. He is seventy-nine
but after luncheon he kept a crowd of about thirty persons in screams
of laughter for a half hour with an account of his attempts to avoid
ice water on his visit to the United States during prohibition,

As Vienna is only two and one-half hours by plane from Cracow, [
thought I might as well fly down and consult a decent doctor and did
s0. My last Cracow view was of a regiment turned out to do the honors
as [ got into the plane.

The visit to Vienna was a colossal success. Professor Luger® spotted
the difliculty immediately. It appears that the streptococcus is now
entirely out of my body but that it teok with it about one-half the sugar
in my blood, The result was that my blood pressure when I reached
Vienna was exactly one hundred, that of a new-born babe! Hence the
exhaustion,

It is difficult to believe, but four days of sunlight and plenty of
chocolate in Vienna raised my blood pressure from 100 to 130 and 1
returned to Warsaw feeling quite alive.

When [ was in Vienna I saw Schuschnigg? and Berger-Waldenegg, 10
the Foreign Minister, and scores of Austrians whom [ have known for
years, Messersmith arrived just before [ did and 1 had a number of long
talks with him. The most interesting conversation [ had was with an
old friend of mine who for some years has been one of the secret leaders
of the Austrian Nazis. He confirmed everything which I gathered from
our own representatives and all the Viennese with whom 1 talked,

No one in Austria really likes the present Government. Schuschnigg
is a colodess, bloodless, young man who rescmbles a tight-lipped young
priest in civilian clothing, He wears a gold cross hanging from one hutton
hole and the old Greek sign for Jesus Christ in the other. On a small
table just in front of his desk stands a lirge erucifix with a silver Christ
and two candles, He is the representative of the Catholic Church and
does nothing without consulting Cardinal Innitzer, That means that he
will do nothing especially foolish but also that he can not catch the
imagination of a nation in the twenticth century,

Berger-Waldenegy, the Foreign Minister, is an orderly bureaucrat who
reminded me of Burian,'* the first Austrian Foreign Minister [ ever saw
at that desk in the Ballhaus,

il
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In addition to the support of the Catholie Church the Government
has the support of the Jews of Vienna, including the bankers who are
scared io death of a Nazi Government. Moreover, the remnants of the
Christian-Socialist Party which used to control all the farmers of the
country gives a lukewarin support,

Starhemberg'® doesn't like Schuselinige much but is not inclined 1o
clash with him immediately, Starhemberg, it appears, has not been
taking his politics 100 seriously lately and has been devoting his larger
energics to a series of charming voung ladies. Schuschnigg is frankly a
monarchist. I asked him when he thought the Emperor would return
and he replicd that the matter had not yet come up in serious form,
that it might be twenty years, that it might be in ten years, and it might
be in one. Starhemberg is not too anxious to have the Hapsburgs returmn,
An old friend of mine told me that he had been talking with Starhem-
berg on this subject a few days before my arrival and Starhemberg had
said, “Why should I or Austria want to have the nouveau riche Haps-
burgs back again? My people were good enough 1o defend Austria for
centuries before the Hapshurgs were ever heard of.” The spirit of the
Philadelphia Club is also international,

The financial situation in Austria has improved out of all reason and
the general economic situation is improving. The Nazi boss whom 1 have
known so well in the past that I feel able to vouch for the sincerity of
the statement, stated that he did not anticipate any Nazi putsch this
summer or for a “very long time thereafier.” He said that all the public
leaders of the Nazis were cither in jail or beyond the frontiers, that all
the Nazi centers had been smashed, that Hitler was sencling few funds,
only enough to keep together small nuclei, and that the Government
at the moment had all the cannons and machine guns, the decisive
factors. Temporarily, thercfore, the Austrian structure scoms sCeCUre
although it would collapse at 2 moment's notice if any of the supporting
beams should be withdrawn, IT Mussolini witheraws his support, it will
surely go. Il Starhemberg should get really angry with Schuschinigg there
would of course, be a collapse, but if the present planks in the structure
hang together there is no chance of the Government being overthrown
by a Nazi explosion, 1 was much surprised to reach this conclusion as
all the news 1 had received here and in Warsaw had led me to believe
that the position of the Austrian Government was threatened Ly internal
Nazi explosion. Incidentally, Messersmith holds the same opinion thut
I do and he is no fool.

When 1 returned to Warsaw 1 had lunch alone with Beck!™ and his
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wile, The lady, who is a charmer, left us immediately after the meal
and we had a good talk, From Beck and from many other persons in
Poland I got the following bits of information: Before Pilsudski’s death
it had been arranged that as soon as the new constitution, which gives
dictatorial powers to the President, should take effect, Moscicki, wha
is now President, should resign and be replaced by one of Pilsudski’s
chief assistanis. Pilsudski had not indicated which one he would choose
but the general opinion was that it would be General Ryde-Smigly, !
now Inspector General of the Polish Army. T was told on good authority
that just before Pilsudski's funcral, Rydz-Smigly went to Moscicki and
asked him how soon he intended 1w resign and Moscicki replied that he
would be glad to consider the question of his resignation at the end of
his presidential term, to wit: in 1940! Moscicki is a savant and has some
knowledge of economic matters but is a mild old gentleman—about the
last man that one should pick as a dictator. The question agitating
everyone in Warsaw is whether Rydz-Smigly and the generals, Beck and
the colonels, Prystor and the politicians, will attempt to overthrow
Moscicki and start a battle royal for the dictatorship. My own guess
is that nathing of the kind will happen for some time at least, The Poles
are sincere patriots and unless Moscicki should collapse physically or
make some big mistakes, [ think that Beck, Rydz-Smigly, and the rest
will be content to work under and through him, Beck assured me that
thls would happen and so did many others.

I am more convinced than ever that there s no sceret agreement
between Poland and Germany, The Polish Army is definitely anti-
German and [ can not find in Beck a trace of real pro-Germanism, His
whole policy is based on the determination never to allow the foot of
a German or Russian soldier to be placed on Polish soil and never to
permit airplanes of either power ta (ly over Polish territory. That is not
pro-Germanism but plain common sense,

I said this to Litvinov when we travelled together from Warsaw to
Moscow. (Incidentally, our late guest in Washington was most affable
and invited me to join him in his private car for the trip, which I did.)
Litvinov replied that while he agreed that there was no written agree-
ment between Poland and Germany he believed that Beck's unwilling-
ness Lo enter into a pact of mutual assistance with the Soviet Union
was based on the hope that within the next fow years Japan would attack
the Soviet Union and that Poland would then be able to annex sections
of the Ukraine and also would participate in a joint German-Hungarian-
Polish demolition of Czechoslovakia, That seems to me pure Bolshevik
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propaganda. As Litvinov and T were in the same car we talked for many
hours about cverything in heaven and earth and were finally reduced
to playing a Russian card game, the eentral feature of which is a cork
in the middle of the tahle which one tries to slap before one’s opponent.

Litvinov is a quick slapper.

1 wish I could transfer myself to Washington by radio for an evening
of talk with you. A volume of typewriting would be needed 1o cover
all I have to tell you, And T would like 1o hear your voice again, 1

Good luck and every good wish,

Yours always,

il
|PSF: Russia:T5]

! Josel Pilsudski had dicd May 12

T5ee New York Thoes, May 17, 1935, p. 13

Asheldon L. Croshy, counsellor of esbassy at Wanaw sinee 1932,

gnacy Modcicky was president from 1926 1w 1930,

5 Jerzy Potocki, Polish ambasndor to the U581, was sent to Washington as ambas-
sador in 100G

SMarshal Henr Phillippe Pétain,

T Mierre Laval, French Minister of Forcign Alairs,

FDr. Alfred I, Luger,

¥ RKurt von Schuschnigg, Chancellor of Austrin,

% Egon Berger-Waldenegy,
Ig':‘mumably Count Stephan ven Buridn von Rajece, Austrian Forelgn Minkser in

1

" Emst Rucdiger von Starhemberg, Austrian vice-chancelior,

" Josel Beck, Polish Minister of Foreign Afaim.

HEdward Ryde-Smigly became marsduil of Poland afier Pilsudski’s death,

¥ Roosevelt's rep® of June 210, 1935, is printed in Posonal Letiers, F928- 1545, 1,
488 -4 6%,




Miee LeHand:

Assistant Seoretary of
B8tate, Mr. Walton R, Moore,
requested that I have these
coples of telegrams received
By the Btate Department from
Ambaseador Bullitt this morning
placed in the hands of the
President.

Will you kindly see
that they reach the President.

M.,J MoDarmott



MP

This telegram rmust be

closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated

to anyone (A) Moscow
Dated August 25, 1935
Rec'd 10:30 a.m.

Secretary of Stats,

Woeshington.

RUSH

384, August 25, 4:15 p.m.

I handed our note of protest to Krestinski this
afternoon at 4 olclock without comment except the state-
ment that we should make it publlc at once. Krestinskl
replied "if your note is a protest with regard to the
Congress of the Communist International I can tell you
before reading it that it will be rejected". He added

"I will, however, read it".

BULLITT



MP

This telegram must Le

closely paraphrased be=-

fore being conmrmnicated

to anyone (B) Hoscow
Dated August 25, 19356
Rec'd 6:17 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Weshington.

383, August 25, noon,

{111 see Yrestmski and present note at four ofeclock
this afternoon and release to press at four fifteen
(eight fifteen a.m. Washington time). The first sentence
reads "under instruction from my Government I have the
honor to call your attention to the activities, in-
volving interference in the internal affairs of the

United States, et cetera'.

BULLITT

RR



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
FOR THE PRESS AUGUST g5, 1935.

The following is the text of the note presented today
to the Acting People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs at
Moscow by Ambassador Bullitt and thereafter made available
to the press at Moscow by Ambassador Bullitt:

'Uhder-inatrunfiuﬂﬁ-frum my Government, I have

the honor to?imtﬁ;ﬂti? activities, involving

interference in the internal affairs of the United

Btates, which have taken rlace on the territory of

the Union of Soviet Bocialist Republics in connection

with the VII All-World Oongress of the Communist Inter-

national, and, on behalf of the Government of the

United Statos, to lodge a most emphatic protest

againet this flagrant violation of the pledge given

by the Government of the Unlon of Soviet Soccialist

Republics on November 16, 1933, with rospect to non-

interference in the internal affairs of the United

Etates,

"That pledge, which was given by the Government

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republice as a result

of the discussions which took place prior to the es-

tablishment of diplomatic relations between the United

States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

reads in full as follows:

'"Washington, November 16,1933,
'My dear Mr, President:
; I have the honor to inform you that coincident
with the establishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween our two Governmente it will be the fixed

policy of the Government of the Union of Soviet
8ccialist Republics:

'l, To
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'l, To respect scrupulously the indisputable
right of the United States to order its omn life
within ite own jurlsdiotion in its own way and
to refrain from interfering in any manner in
the internal affaire of the United States, its
territories or possessions.

12, To refrain, and to restrain all persons in
government service and all organizations of the
Government or under its direot or indireot con-
trol, including organizations in receipt of any
financial assistance from it, from any act overt
or covert liable in any way whatsocever to injure
the tranquillity, prosperity, order, or security
of the whole or any part of the United States,
its territories or possessions, and, in particular,
from any aot tending to incite or encourage armed
intervention, or any agitation or propaganda hav-
ing as an aim, the violation of the territorial
integrity of the United States, its territories
or possessions, or the bringing about by force
of a change in the politicel or social order of
the whole or any part of the United Etates, its
territories or possessions,

13, Not to permit the formation or residence
on ite territory of any organization or group -
and to prevent the activity on its territory of
any organigatlon or group, or of representatives
or officlals of any o:ganizatian or group - which
makees clalm to be the Government of, or makes
attempt upon the territorial intagrity of, the
Unlited States, 1ts territorles or possessions}
not to form, subeidize, support or permit on
ite territory military organizations or groups
having the alm of armed struggle against the
Unitcd Btates, its territories or possessions,
and to provent any recrulting on behalf of such
organizotions and groups.

4, Not to permit the formation or residence
on its territory of any organization or group -
and to prevent the activity on its territory of
any organization or group, or of representatives
or officlals of any organization or group -~ which
has as an aim the overthrow or the preparaticn
for the overthrow of, or the bringing about by
force of a change in, the political or soclal
order of the whole or any part of the United
Btates, its territories or possessions,

'I am, my dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

MAXIM LITVINOFF
People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs,
Union of Boviet Beoolalist Republics,

'Mr, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the Unitcd States of America,
The White House,!

uy
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Uy Government invites particular attention to the
obligations of the Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialiet Republics contained in the paragraph
numbered 4,
"In view of the fact that the aim and activity
of an organization, such as the Congrese of the Oom—
munist International, functioning on the territery
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, cannot
be unknown to the Govermment of the Union of SBoviet
Socialist Republics, it does not seem necegsary teo
present material to ghow the aim of the Congress of
the Communist Internationzl with regpoct to the
political or social order of the United States or
to guote frem the publighed proceedings of the Congross
to show its activity reletive to the internal affairs
of the United States, ne evidenced in the discussion
at the Congress of the policies and activitics of the
communist organization in the United Statcs and the
determination and formulation by the Congress of
policies to be carried out in the Unitod Btates bv the
communiet organization in tho United States. Nor dogs
it appear nNeceessary to ligt the nemesg of rogprosentatives
or officiale of the communist erganization in the United
S8tatos who were active at tho above mentioned Congress
and whose admission into the territory of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics wae, of course, known to the
Government of the Union of Soviet Bocialist Reﬁuhlica.
"As I have pointed out to the Poople's Qommigsar
for Foreign Affairs when fiscussing earlier violations
of the undertaking of Novembor 16, 1932, the American
people
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reople resent most strongly interference by foreign
countries in their 1ntn;nn1 affairs, regordleoss of
the nature or probable result of such interference,

\ and thé Government of the United States congiders

I the strict fulfillment of the pledge of non-interference
an eseential prerequisite to the mnintenance of normal
and friendly relations between the United States and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

"The Government of the United States would be
lacking in candor if it failed to s tate frankly that
it anticipates the most serious consequences if the
Govermment of the Union of Soviet Bocialigt Republice
is unwilling, or unable, to take appropriate measures
to prevent further acts in disregard of the golemn
pledge given by it to the Govermment of the United
Btates,

"I may add that it is a source of regret that
in the present international situation the develop-
ment of friendly relations between the Russian and
American veoples will inevitably be rrecluded by the
continuance on territory of the Union of Soviet
SBocialist Republics, in violation of the promise
of the Govermnment of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republice, of activities involving interference in
the internal affairs of the American pecpla,”
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This tolegram maiat be Moscow
olosely paraphrased be- E
fore being communicated Dated March 2, 1936 13
to anyone, (D) -
Rec'd 3:00 p. ma ' @,.-‘;_,

. v

Secretary of State, ‘A; -~
\J .Y
Washington, IL}L

\

76, March 2, 6 p. Ma

1 was able to arrange for Iir. Roy Howard to inter-
view Stalin yesterday.

In the courae of the interview Stalin made the
flat statement that if the Japanese invaded Outer HMon-
golia Russie would fight, e also exprossed fear of
German a;gression againat tho Soviet Union. He clever-
1y evaded the issue of his direction of the Cormunist
Party of the United States and expressed hopes for ex-
cellent relations between the United States and the
Soviet ‘mion, Howard telked with Litvinov today; the
conversation was without intereat with the possible
exception of a statement by Litvinov that no difficul-
ties would have arisen between the Soviet Union and the
United States if 1t had not been for my hostility to
the activitiea of the Comintern Congress,

I feel that it might be worth while to impress
on Troyanovsky and eapeclally Umanaky when he arrives
that resentment of interforence in the intornal af-

fairs



LiiS 2-llo, 76, March 2, 6 p, m. from Moscow,

fairs of the United States by the Comintern acting under
orders of Stalin is felt not only by myself but by the
entire Govermnment of the United States and the American
peonle,

Howard informed me that lie had (?) to Stalin that
in his opinion as a newspaper man a ropetition of
Soviot interference in the internal affairs of the
United Stetos - similar to the interforence during
tho Comintern Congrcss last August would produce an
immediato broak in diplomatic rclations,

Howard during his entire visit in Moscow con-
ducted himself as a most loyal American and I feel that
the officials of the Department will find conversations
with him waluable,

I should be obliged if you would bring this tsle—f/f;

gram to the attention of the President,

BULLITT
HPD _
{#) Aoparent m:taailtm;
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ERIVATE & QewspeEReeR,

March 16, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE MOORE

This seems so important
that I suggest that you and Stanley
Reed have a confidential talk in
regard %o it. I believe that we
should not remain passive.

'. D'I nll

Letter addressed to Judge Moore from
Ambassador Bullitt in re Umansky who
ie coming to Washington.

This refers to Bullitt's letter
to Moore, 2-22-36, filed in the
CLOSED portion of the R, Walton
Moore Pa.par:.

—
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Personal EE& Moscow, February 22, 1936.

Dear Mr. President:

In order to spare you a solemn Cook's
tour across Europe, I am going to confine this
letter to disjolnted fragments,

1. LONDON

Our little friend, the King, 1s
spending hils week ends at the Fort Belvedere end
of Windsor Great Park, not the Windsor Castle
aMlIhmnnmﬂmﬁmfmmamumMMuﬂmd
lady but had to move on to Moscow before the date
fixﬂd.

There 1s something like a wilful
hysteria in London, In order to make sure that
the increased military and naval estimates will
encounter no opposition, the fear of Germany 1s
belng played up deliberately and the most common-
place remark at every lunch and dinner table is to
the effect that within three years England will
have to choose between making war on Germany or
perml tting Germany to dominate Czechoslovakia,
Austria, Hungary, and Rumania preparatory to an
attack on the Soviet Union. Strangely enough, all
the old anti-Bolshevik fanatics like Winston
Churchill are trumpeting this Bolshevik thesls and
are advocating an entente with the Soviet Union]

2. PARIS

There is a rising wave of feeling
that France should not go to war with Germany to
save either Czechoslovakia or the Soviet Unioni

Hence

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
The White House,
Washington,



Hence the stubborn opposition to
ratification of the Franco-Soviet Treaty of
Mutual Assistance,

Jesse Straus was not in Paris as
he had gone to Vienna with poor Mra. Straus, who
i1s suffering severely from urticaria which is, I
believe, a dlsease that makes one 1tch.

3. BRUSSELS

I spoke to Van Zeeland, the Belglan
Prime Minister, about the matter in which he was
interested, He seemed pleassd by the few amlable
words I uttered and sald he qulte understood.

Dave and Mra, Morris were both in
prime form and I am sure that you can call on Dave
for any campalgn work that you may want him to do.

4, BERLIN

I stopped in Berlin only between
trains and had a talk with Dodd, who 1s still some-
what under the weather.

As you know, my close friend, At-
tollieco, 18 now Itallan Ambassador in Berlin, He
had just come from Rome where he had seen a great
deal of Mussclinl., I therefore pricked up my ears
conslderably when he suggested most serlously, as
I cabled the Department, that the time was approach-
ing when you might intervene with a "Hoare-Laval
proposal with modificatlons favorable to Italy".

I have no doubt that the Forelgn Offices of both
Briteln and France, as well as Mussolini, would be
delighted to have you take the onus of proposing
such a settlement., The English could them throw

up their hands in holy horror and say that you had
forced them to accept an immoral compromise, I felt
8o sure that you would not rise to that balt == and
hook == that I did not puraue Attollco's suggestion.
g?tii warn you 1t was serious and you may hear more



I saw a large number of Poles in
Warsaw, including Beck, the Foreign Minister, with
whom I had a long and intimate conversation. The
Poles have not deviated from their determination not
to allow a single Russian or German soldier to set
foot on Polish soll., But, on the other hand, I
gathered from Beck that Poland would offer no re=
slstance, elther physical or diplomatic, to a German
attack on Czechoslovakia. Beck emphasized the close-
ness of the relations between Poland and Hungary and
I gathered the impression that he would be glad,
rather than otherwise, to see Germany control Austria
and Bohemia, and to see Hungary walk off with Slove
akla, while Poland got "frontler rectifications" in
the Teschen district.

Needless to say, all the way from
London to Moscow the chilef tople of conversation was
the dangerous situation of Czechoslovakia, The Czech-
oslovak posltion 1a made somewhat more desperate by
the fact that nobody in Europe likes Czechs, to say
nothing of Czechesses, whose plano legs and aversion
to socap are notorious from one end of the continent
to the other,

Cudahy was in Paradise when I told
him that D, V., the Auld Sod was his., He is sager to
ca:n ?nma to campaign and promises 3,000,000 Polish
votes

6. Moscow

Russla, as usual, 1s looking up., The
improvement in physical conditions 1s striking even
after so short an absence as mine, The pecple are
certainly better fed and clothed than at any time
since the Revolution. And the Moscow Street Cleaning
Department today puts that of New York to shame, In
spite of the perpetual snows, you can see the asphalt
on every street,

Litvinow
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Litvinov greeted me in an unusually
amigble mamner, The day of my arrival I hed en
ordinary tea and movie at my house, and both he
and Madame Litvinov, Marshal Budenny, and a host
of army officers and government officlals turned
up to bid me welcome, It means absclutely nothing
from the polltical point of view but it does mean,
I believe, that Stalin has ©ld Litvinov to be more
polite to this Miassion,

Stalin's latest imitation of Le
Rol Soleil 1s to dictate in the field of music and
drama, Recently he went to see a modern Soviet opera
and a modern ballet which had been pralsed by the
eritics as the supreme achlevements of the human
race, In the ballet Georglans were shown to be
comle, in the opera Rusalans were shown to be drmmk,
Stalln at once caused ukases to be 1lssued damning
all the musiclans and producers who have been
heralded for the past few years by the Soviet press
as deml=goda, The result is that half the artists
and musiciens in Moscow are engaged in having ner-
vous proatration and the others are trylng to imagine
how to write and compose in a manner to please Stalin,

7. THE HOME FRONT

That osteopath I saw in New York
worked so effectively that the pains have left my
shoulders and arms and I feel ready for anything in
the way of work.

By the time you get thils letter I shall
be engaged in walting for that eryptic telegrem from
Jou. I warn you that from the 15th of March to the
first of April, I shall be at the office each day
from 7:30 A, M. forward to open personally all mes=-
sages,

Blesa you and good luck.

Yours always,



RR

M
Moacow

Doted April 27, 1936.

Recelved 7:25 . m.

Secretary of State,
Washington.

114, april 27, 1 p. M

PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT:

It was marvelous to hear your volce on the
telephone, dpparently you heard me better than I
heard you but at least I heard something pleasant,

RR WWC BULLITT
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
hr 35. 193&; !

I'J } b ¥ h

FOR THE PRESIDENT: (,if.]raf'- '

You may find of interest these
despatches from Bullitt., I ean
hardly oredit the statements of the
Ruselan seientist that we have not
adequately explored the mineral possi-
bilities of this country, but it seems
to me, if that is correct, the matter
neades attention. It would certainly
be a fine thing to discover that we

are not ae short on tin as is auppoeed,
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The Honorable
The Necretcry of itate,
Washington, L. Cs
8iry

In supplement to my despatoh lo. 1637 of
Aprdl 20, 1936, I have the honor to repert certain
remarks made to me last night by V. I. Wezhlauk,
Chelrman of the 3tate Flamning Commissicns

Keshlauk is unique among Bolsheviks in that
he habltually speaks the truths 1 have no reason
to doudbt that hie statements to me were sincere
and, to the beat of hls Imowledge, truthful.

Mr. leshlauk sald that the funetioning of the

railroads



rallroads in the Soviet Union had besn so improved
by Eaganovich that today no carload of freight is
delayed beocause of inadequate rallroad fasilitlea.
He added that henceforth he expeoted the Soviet
railroads to keep pace with the imoreasing demands
of the country.

I questionsd Meghlauk with respect to rubber
production in the Soviet Unions He sald that the
natural rubber plantations of the Soviet Union were
already beginning to bear but would not begin to
mroduce large gquantities of rubber for ancther two
or three years. He referred to the large production
of artifioclal rubber in the Sovliet Unlon and commented
that 1t had been far inferior to natural rubber.

He added, howover, that recent sxperiments in making
rubber from the waste wood of the lumber lndustry by
"hydrolosia™ had resulted in the production of a form
of rubber "which was superior in all gualities to
natural rubber”,

I quoationed this statemsnt but Meszhlauk in=
sisted that it was trus. He sald that this new form
of artifleial rubber at the present time cost about
twios az much as natural rubber on the world market
but added that with inoreased produstion the cost
would diminish greatlys In conclusion, he stated that
he was certalin that within three yeara the Soviet
Union would produse all the rubber it might require.

Indeed,
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Indesd, he went so far as to say that he
hoped it might be possible for the Soviet Union
to sell its artificiul rubber in the world market
in competition with natural rubber.

#ith regard to tin, Nr. Mezhlauk stated that
large tin deposits had been discovered recently in
Eagakstan, the southern portion of Central Asla,
the Far East and the far north. s stated that he
believed the Joviet Unlon this year would produce
fifty perosnt af the tin it requires and added that
he was confident that within two years the Joviet
Union would bs able %o cover 1lts tin requirements
from its own resources.

Hezhlauk stated that the Soviet Union was
now producing sufficlent antimony for its own needs,
as well as all other minor metals.

In conclusion, he asserted that within three
years the Soviet Unlon would be one hundred percent
self-guff'iclent and able to functlon with full ef-
flcleney as a completely closed egonomy.

In the conversation which followed, Mexzhlauk
stated that he Lelleved the Unlted Otates contalined
many valuable mineral resources whloh had nover
been properly explored or developed. lie asserted
that the United States geologleal surveys, with
all of which he claimed to be familiar, had been

extremely superi'lcial. He sald that he was asure
there
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there were considerabla deposits of tin within
the boundaries of the United States. He asserted
that Joviet axperlemse had shown that tin invarie
adly was jprescnt 1 gold=bearing strata though
not In fmmodiate comnmeetlon with jolde He added
thet lnvariably tin waa present Iln direet con=
noctlon with wolfrem and lead, both of which are
mined i1n the United dtates.

In commenting on his previous remarks, dJefhlauk
sald that the greatost Aiffisulty heo aad had as
Chalman of the Jtate Flamming Comalsalon had been
to discover the tln resourcea of the Soviet Union.
Me sald that he had summoned the leading mining
cxperta, goologlsts, physiclsts and chimiszts of
the Soviet Unlon and hed compellsd them to make a
really thorough geological survey whiloh had prodused
astonlshing results. He added that in his opimion
1t might be highly advisable {or o Covermment of
the United States to orgenise a siuilar thorough
geologlenl survey, especlally with & view to dis-
sovering tin In the Unitod Ztates, as 1t would re-
rain possible for the United States to be cut off
from this commodity,

I have such confidence In Nr. Hozhlauk's im=
tegrity that 1 am lrelined to accopt his statements
about the Zoviet Union at thelr face value. The
rerarks, will respect to the self=gufflolensy of

the



the Soviet Union, contalned in my despateh lNo.
1557 of April 20, 1936, therefore, apjear to be
Justified,

Respectfully yours,

{mintuplicate to Department.



The Hororable
The Seeretary eof State,

T have the honor to submit my views as to
n-mmuummmnu—
namhmmunmu‘

I apologize for the length of my observations.

The Soviet Union is unique among Opeat PFowers,
Ithut-lramhhrlﬂuhm
of an international falth, Teo understand its
geographisal pesition, rescurces, and reoial oow=
position 1z essential for comprehension of 1te

polioies



policies and definition of our own. But to undar-
stand the commmliot faith 1s oven more vital. It
ummnmﬁmmm;mm
mwtntmummmm
also its extraordinary sttitude toward all other
natlonge Any attempt to formulate American policy
with regard to the Joviet Union must begim, thero-
fore, with a discussion of the commnist falth as
expounded in the gospels according to Marx, Lenin
and stalin, '

The mystleal essense of the eomsmnist ralth
ummmu:—u—mmm
m--‘.-ﬂﬂh-m.m-
avaries, and decelt will ipso facto be sliminated
from lmman nature. loaven will exist on sarth,
Untll communlam 1s estublished, all power and authe
ority will be concentrated in the State = "then
ﬁ-suuunnh--r. The millonium will
arrive. There will be mo more w». There will be
he poors lach lnman being will recelve all that he
deslress Mankind will live in bliss.

lierely to state these bellafs 12 to render
hmht‘m—‘u“h_muﬁ
hﬂﬂ-tmmﬂh““
they run counter to all that anthrepologists and
paychologlats have been able to learn about the
nature of mam. But the fact remains that these
beliefs are held sineerely mot only by millions of

Young



Joung Russisng but alse by the dlotater of the
Saviet "nion ant hip 208t porerful sesistants,
n-;rnm—m-ummum-m-
&re mere profiteers of the Revolutien, that men
llh“m?nn*ﬂﬂ!nm-mdm
m-mlt-mmmmmu
——uhm-tm-m-urmumm
hoﬁhtlilmuthh!uthtinﬂtﬂh.
m.w-.iﬂthhlﬁ,mﬂ
hm-r-uuuuuummmtm
—-uh-mn-m-u-um-uu
the t»lumph of thelr failth but alse themselves.
Nopeover, the sbeurdity of a falth 1s no
measire of its strength, Islam was nover free from
@rose absurdities, but the amles of the falthful
roached the walls of Vieana.
hmmuunlmm'tn—u
llllﬁﬂhmhrﬁlﬂmmﬂﬁwmm
by the right path, The Seviet Umion 1s a godless
lhm.lfnnhn“ﬂﬂl-ht“-;h
permitted,
ﬁiﬂtl“!ﬁﬂ‘“ll‘llﬁl-ll-.
Ewven Islam was wise emousch to proslais, “God 1z
H.mh“hm““h
“Hl-—t-mh--rﬂﬂ-ﬂ'!ﬂlmt
hruhl-ﬂ-tihuunmmhm
maven on earth, Hevertheless, the o wparisen with
Islam 1s often 1lluminating, In partisular, the
prizitive
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prinitive fanatiolsm of the commmists recal.s acaln
and agaln the fanatlolsm of the early Wehammedans.,

Like Islam during 1ta first centuries of exe
pansion, commnism of fars all men eonversion or the
sword, The worke of Marx ars !ts K-oran. lenin,
who lies embalmed in the Hed Square to be worahiped,
s the second great prophst. Btalin is the third,

Juet as fanatlesal “ohm: edans were sblo to
com=1t the most atroeious erimes with a happy sense
of virtue in opder te prmote the Inteoreats of
thelr falth, ro today the belleving ocommmist 1a
#.porior to all restralnts of justice, truth,
honor, kindness, or mman desensy. To lie or murder
meﬂmm-‘_ﬁ—lllﬂ!—
tue, To forgive an enemy 1s u orininal weakness,
Even the =smss murder of millions 1s translormed
tﬂ-uuluphﬂwthliﬂhmnnfm
it "the liquidatien of slass enemiss”,.

Horeover, like early Islem, commmism ia a feith
mlmumummmmtmmu—;m
quer or areate. The ultimats pepesitory of authority
and pewer is the commumity of tho faithful of all
matione who'e representative 1s the ruling prophet -
the sczamist Caliph, idoratian an! a-molute obede
isnoe are his prerosatives. He 1s the eubodyment of
the holy spirit of commmism.

The commmist Caliph expresses als will through
two organs of govermment = the Comintern and the

Soviet



Sevict States An & ros:lt the “eviet doveroment ls
not a govermment in the usuml senze of the word,
It 1s bubt one agenoy for the exprogaliom of the
Caliph's will, It religns but does not rule,. Honoe
the phenomencn, s0 bewlldering to outsidors, of
apoeals o thwe Contral Comsittes of the Comsunist
Farty over tha hosds of the leaders of the govern=
wonts

To preserve the purity of the faith, the
Party 1tself 1s purged and repurged constantly. it
thir noment 1t ooctaine probably mot more than one
milliion and a half persons oul of a populaion of
180,000,000, Stalin's al= 1s to give 1t the dlisoi-
pline and arder of the Jes:it Order or the 1ma inary

“order of the Smeural” in W, N, 0, Yells' "Modern
Ttopia®.

It 1s tyus that Stalin is the most absolute
distater in the worldy but 1t 1 also trus that he

is the reprosentative of the Communist Party and the
somunist faith, and 18 no mope fres to Follow his
individual whims than any Caliph or Fope.

Bellief in world revoiution is at the core af
the ralth of the Coomunist Party. Feither “talin
or any other leader of the Commmist Farty has deviated
in the slightest frem the deterw matlon te spread
sommmism to tie ends of the earth, Frequently an
appoarance of ompromise is prod eed by strateplc
=ansuvers. Today, for sxesple, the communist losders

eonp der
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conslider it advisable to talk of thelr respest for
interiati-nal law and internat!-nal sngasowents,
but tholr real views are expressed in the resent
offialal publieation entitled, "CCIEHEL PO
WEINDTHARODHGHD [ FAVY (Essays on Internati - al Law)"
in whigh international law is desoribed as
"a weapon of the paliey of the proletarian state®.

Teday “talis e-nsiders it sound strategy te
suppart demceratlie forsa of government in
sountries in which oosmuniem iv still veaky but the
weaning of that suppert was dlsplayed by Di-ftrov
at the Comintern Congress In iucust, 1935, when
he pointed cut that at the mamwent the gauee of
eomvmism eld be promcted best by use of the tagtles
of the Trojan horse and warned Ris somsunist scsmades
that they were not good commmists Lf they felt that
i1t wan Indscent or unduly hypoeritical to bes-me the
eollabarators and pretended f'riands of de-cerats in
order the vetter sventually to lead these democrats
to the firing squad,.

The problem of rolatlons with the Oovernment
of the foviet Union i3, therelfore, a subordinate
part of the rroblem prese ted by cosmmnism as a
cilitant aith deternined to produse worléd revolution
and the "ligquidation”, (that is to say, =urder), of
all nom=bellevar:, :

There 1s no doubt whatsoever that all erthodex

emmruni st



commumist parties in all eeuntries, ‘ncluding the
United States, Lelleve In mass murder, NHorecver,
nmuuim--—mnumum
natica of which he s technlcally a citizem but o
als faith and %o the Oaliph of that faith, To sush
men the most traitorous betrayals are the hizhest

virtues.
in the hilstery of the hussn race many nationa

have had to deal with sitliszome whoss loyalty lay

beyond the Loundarisa of thelr native land, Yo deal
with suoh mon by woamns of seeret pelise end iring

equade 1s tradibticom), Eut €0 2esl with them wille
preserving the Libertics which have Losn rained so

prinfully by wester: poeples stnee “he Niddle ices

ir extroordinaplily @1f eI, To sdopi the nothots
of the Naxls is to saerifice the fresdon fyo: fosr

ef the State whish 13 semomg the most precions con=

quests of elvilisation, mnd £ simy our heritage In
attempting to defend 1%,

Yot it marl be recormised thet coremmists are
agente of a farelgq powsr whose aln 1a mot only te
destroy the institotiers and liberties af our sountry,
but also to k11l m!llioms of Ameri-ans, O Pe-
latiens with the Soviet Umion, therefare, imvolve
questions af a-mestie pelicy =hieh ~un not be
& swered exnept on the basis of a sareful ostinate
of the strangth of world commmism and the reality
or unreality of 1ts Shreak S0 owr Jiberties and 1ives.

The



The torritery whish the communiste hold teday
i & base uniquely adapted to thelr needs, Ome
aixth of the swface of the earth 1s in their
hands, 4dnd this vast land mass 1s so placed geo-
graphleally that 1t is atteckable only at 1ts ex-
n-nh..nn-mm-auum Woreover,
hllt-rit-;m-mzlnuﬁt;—-—lw
m—mwm.m.mm
antimomy and tin, Hesently the Soviet press has
reported that experiments in groving rubber are
expected $o be susoessMl and that Lsmenso deposits
of nleksl have Leen lscovered, In gonsequenge, the
mmm—u.u-nmm.muu-
suficlent than any other nation,

The population of the Seviet mion is 180
uiliton, Yot 1ts area s so grout that 1t in an
eupty land, Just as the free land of the West forsed
fw-lh--miwn“mtﬂmnr
the esonomiec problems of the United States, so teday
m:-mmmmmmp«m—
of the Soviet Umion. If Stalin desires to exils two
=illion peasants from the Ukraine or 150,000 townafolk
from Leningrad, there is plenty of room for them
“ﬂ-“-—lﬂhm—ﬂ-h
ummum—mn“.
new oltise to construot,

The Soviet Uniem has survived and will survive

the



the inefficlensy and error:z of the Soviet bureane
oraay because of the wast rischee of the earth
vithin 1ts boundaries. ' spite of the inerrifflency
of its govermment, it ls pregressing far mere
reapldly than flasil Cormany for the s'mple reasen
that Hitler has no ecllosal virgin territory to
oxploit whils "talin has 1n his hends a cont!nent
the surfece of whish has soarcely bee: seratched,

I have reported s: eften to the Department on
the seonamie a!tumtion in the Sgviet "nlcn and on
ite form of govermmsnt that T need not urden this
dsspatch, or anyone who 1s patiest emoush to resd 1t,
with further remarks on these m.bjests, I should
11ko te say merely that progress continues te Le
ertraordinarily rapid, The produeti-n of heavy
industry for the first quarter of thie year wes
365 avbeve the predustion for the first guarter of
last year, The productio. of light !nfustry was
257 above that of last year, If the “oviet Unien
ean aveld war, produstion of all somsoc{ties will
continue to rlse ~apidly.

Noreover, the time 1s not dlstamt when the
Seviet Umion will beomse & dan. erous Taotor ir the
field of Intermational trade. The Soviet Novermment
has not the slightest Intention f abandening 1te
monopely of fereign trade. Tt 1» attespbing to

£



make 1tself as selfesufficlent as possible and
1t will use 1ts monopoly of trade ruthlascly

“to undersell and infure 1te enemles anc to assist
1ts friends. It will mot, in good fulth, onter
into any internat!onal agres-ents whloh have as
theliy objest improvemsnt of tha penoral eeondmle
sondition of ths world, T{ will, om thw ountrary,
try te produs® ac mmeh shsee as possible in the
sgonaxies af sapitaliet eowmtrles in the hops that
misery may beget sos-umist revolution,

The standard of living in the “oviet Uni-a is
still extraordinarily low, lower porhaps than that
of any Buropsan countyy, inoluding the Dalloans,
Kevertialeas, the btewnsfolk of the Seviet Talom
have teduy a secse of wolle=belug, They have suffered se
horribly sinoe 1§14 from war, revelution, elvil war,
ar¢ fasine that to have encugh bremd to eat, as Shey
have today, seens almoet & wuivacle. Moreover, Iin
each of the past three years, the quantity and variety
of thalr food has increassd and many varirtioz of
Toars are now saking their aproarance in the shops.

The candition of the peasants har been btut 1little
luproved) indeed, physically 1t ssoms to be warse than
thely eonditiom in 1914, There are, of sourss, oerte
aln showplaocess highly soceessful mnd welle

orgenissd



organized kolkhoges snd sovihomes, But the
peasants have not yet adjusted themselves to the
aystem by which the leadars of the Soviet Uniom
hope te “"proletarianize” them, lereover, all that
is being dome to improve con iticns in the cities,
to bulld up industries, commmications and the war
=ashine, 1s being done at the expense of the peasants.
Elighty-one pereert of the revenues of the Soviet
Government in 1638 were taken from thw peasants by
the sinpls means of keeping the price pald them for
thelr products atreeliously low = the Covernment
taking the resulting prefit on seles, Neverthelsss,
the land itself 1s rlech, the peansants have Leen iven
some education and have been enccursged to develop
an interest in sportsj and among the young, at least,
there 18 hope,

The difference in the point of view of youth
and maturity in the foviet "nlon renmalns great,
The generation born sinse the Hevolution has been
shielded consclertiously frem the Intrusien of truth
and subjested to foroible feeding of sommuniast
propaganda, The world beyond the confines of the
doviet Umlon has been plotured as & seventh sircle
of hell, and the young singorely believe that the
living eonditions they enjoy to ay are miperior to
those enjoyed by any population anywhere, The old
are wiser, But 1t im not to be fergotten that while
the old dle, the young come on forever, The mmber

of
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of those who knew the rolative liberty which ex-
isted under Tear Higholas 1! dminishes daily,
the mumber of thoze who know enly comsuniss
stendlly inereases.

Moreover, the young do mot fesl the hidden
hand of the seeret police always behimd thelr necks
as do the old, It is only whem a man begins to
_m‘nl—‘lﬁMHﬂlmpﬂh
alent orthodoxy that he begins to feel the fear
whioch ip far more prevalsnt than the sun in this
sold northern land,

Angone in this countyry who cares for liberty
and freedos from fear must think often of Voltalre's
resark when, - asked what exactly he meant by his
ingessant slogan, “ecrases 1'infame”, = he replied,
"I sesn not alome the Cathellie Church today in

Franee but all privileged and persecuting orthodoxles.”

The Communist Party in the Soviet Umlon today is &

privileged and persesuting orthedexy. Tt i1s "1'infame",

Those who protest, even thome who are suspeot for any
reason, or ne reason, reseive a visit from the O0GPU
at night and disappear.

There is much in this regime of terror and sus=
ploion which 1s coumdst, but thore 1a alse mush
which 1s FRussian., The hack phruse about Tusela used
to run, "Seratch a fussianm snd you will find & Tatar”.
The haok phrase today runs, "“eratch a commmist and
you will find a fussian®,

The reports -ritten by the “ritishfizbassador



of the time of Ivan the Terrible and Doris Ceudonov
resesble strangely reperts which are written teday
by thias Mission, The same 18 trus of reports of the
time of reter the Oreat end Catherine the Oreat)
and as the Department may recell, 1 sent recently
s despetch (Ne. 1436 of March 4, 1936) which con=
tainad an accurate deseriptiom of 1life in Hoveow
today but was composed entirely of excerpts frem
despatohos written oy The leonorable iell °, lroem,
the imerlesn Envey to Husala in the years 18861,
1882, and 18853.

7o speak of the kusslans as "Asiatlics”ir un=
fair to the Asisties. Soth China and “upan orested
za;mificent eivilimaticns, The uselans have never
created & civilization. They have nover emerged
wholly from the status of barbtarians, Frogress
i in thls wnhappy land has been made always by spas-
modis and dreadful Jerks. Ivan the Terrible was
the first great reformer, l!e killed three=fourths
af the clergy am! tires=fourths of the nebility in
an sttempt te set up a stable, ce-tralized rovernment.
Foter the Jrest, in his attempt to weatornize the
fuseians killed perhaps half the ncbllity and half
the olergy. O5talin has rfollewed this traditliom,
The Taet that the pescples of this land have never
known anything but tyrsony end suffering, and that
husan d1znity and charmeter have alwayr beem con=
splovous by thelr absengs, halps to explain why they

aoaept




@coept =0 resignedly the prosent regime.

mmwm;mm. It ia
& police state today. The sutharity of the Kremlin
m-hm-t!uﬂ'-!ﬁ-ﬂ-
presence of 1ts seerst polios, no less tham on the
ferver of the sonvinced comsunista,

mmrﬂl—ﬂmﬂthﬂm!ﬁl‘
housed, and entertalned tham any other portion of
“he populatian, Thelr loyalty to the Soviet regine
is unquestionaile,. ind there 1s no lomger ressonabls
hﬂllhihl“ﬂﬂ--!.uq. It numbers
today nearly a milllon and & half mem. Its material
equipment in artillery, alrplanes, an’ tanks 1s
abundant in quantity though defieclent in quality,
It can not wmdertake offensive operstions due to the
fact that the railroads are still inadequate for the
mtmmﬁ#m-—wmumm
important fact that there are literally no medern
highwaye In the entire “oviet Unlon, Dut en the
defensive, the Ned Army would fight hard, well and
longe

The only setual tiweat to the Sowlet Uniom 1a
the Japanaose, All Litvirev's propagunda trmpetings
hm“l.ﬁmm_ﬂr
well that Cormany can not be in a pesition to make
war on the “oviet Unlon for many yoars,. Every

Teunlole



Mummn_mm“m
mmmmmummu
Dever to pormit the foot of either a German or a
m—muum-nm

The Japanese trrwat 1s actuale But the
I_“u“ﬂﬂerﬂ!ﬁ
mmumtmmm“
-hmulﬂﬁthmw
are oonfident that a Japensse attack woild end in
Gestruction of the Jaswnese iy,

™e alngle real fewr of the cosmmists is that
mmmu“m_’
the straln of wars w—e:mmn-m
that all Russian officlals, except the highest,
hesitate or »efuse to make dealslonse The life
emmmmmmhm
mnmu-wmm

hm-h—-rmmmm
hmhmhﬂﬁm
-l_i-tf_'awlmhnlm
of exseptional abllity, The fusalans hao al-ays
Leen and are bad bureausrats, 4 consequenes,
extracrdinary mesbars of Jews wre employed in sll
the Commissariatse Cnly ome out of oash aixty-one



The upper burcancracy in nearly all Cesm!ssariat-
is Jewish., The Cosmissarlats of Ferelgn Affairs
and Ferelgn Trade from Litvinov and fomengelts
down are aluost totally Jewish. The Comalssariat
for Internal Affairs (00PU) 1s wnder a Jow = Tsgoda,
S0 1o the State Bank. And so 13 the Comnissariat
for Ways of Commnication, whish scontrels the raile
roads, The offiscial news serviee (TiZs) whieh
supplies all the newspaers of the Unlon, is under
a Jow - lolotalki. mwmmmh
tration, whish gontrels the entire artistic 1ifs of
the country, is under a Jow - Karshentsev,

Only the irny is relatively free from Jows
but there are mamy in the Ordnance lepartment.

This astonishing mmber of Jows In the bettaer

pald positions has not yet produced overt antlesesit!mm

but thore are sany bitter camments on the fmet that
about G0% of those who oan arrange to pass thelr
vasations at Scehl, the expensive and rashionable
sumsor resort on the Nlask Sea, are Jewa., The strain
of a long war, therefore, wight produse a wave of
violent anti-senitism, and inerea:s the alroady
notabls lnefficlenay of the Commlsserists,

Te sun uwp: only a wajor war can stop the
steady lmprovement of physicel living conditions
within the Joviet Union and the rapld growth in

strength



strength of the soviet armslon, industries, and itate.
Only srushing defest ir s wajor war onu destroy the
falth of the youmg in the swssmist systems it is
safe to wredlet ®lwt within ten years, ar werhaps
five, Dw sovict mion will ho so strong as to be
suf'e from attaek by amy netlon or oceebiluation of
nationae

ihat then? The Iline of cezsualst advancs in
the Enst ls easy bo jredlot. The commudsts hope
now that [mner dongolis will feal the attruetion
of Quter Nongolia and Join that stats, whish is
ecntrolled frem Mossows It 1 hoped now that “inkiang
will soen De suffisiently under sontrol of Mossow to
be sot up 68 another “indecondent” state of the Outer
Hongolisa varisty. It ia hoped that from Wongolia
and Sinklang camsnism wlll sat its way oteadily
inte the hoart of Chima, valng the Chinese Red Army
a8 1ty beeth,

The Cammunists of Hossow do not expect early
advinces in the Sests ot they wre ready to take
advantuge of wy euyertuwiily woleh appeuse
(Twenty yowsiu: .remleis, tealined in scscow im the
toohnique of sulalwvik rev lution, lofi Joucow yes=
torday for “pain.) The Dolabevils do mot exsect
oommunist rovolutious i otler purts of Luro)e
except as a regult of guneral “poposn war, lisnes

thalr



nﬂ-mn“mum-‘-m
-ifht-nh“—lhi-r. T™ey are cone
vinoed that, If oither Poland or Mumanis should
beocome involved in war, soeial rewolution would
follow, They would them be ready to send the
lllll-nt—-hnﬂnwi—lngm
‘lﬁdﬂhutwhﬂhm-l—h-
oven for a day,

n =y despateh No. 730 of July 19, 1985, I
mmmmn_h“u
ulmnhhhnﬂhhmlhﬂmnm-
m:mmmmm-——t.m
oalling attentio: onoe more to the Taot that to the
-—u.ummmnmmmm
'm-quuuu'—-uhmnﬁm
the relat!oms existing during an arcinties, Turing
hmn—mu-ﬂn—mpﬂnimn
m“hmmmm
H!—,ﬂi--mtn._uttnﬂ;
than they hated Count Csernin, the iustrian repre-
sertakive, But both were enenies and they hated both.
S0 1t 12 teday. Japan and fermany are hatec more
h“l‘dﬁ‘lﬂ“-h‘lnﬂ.m
hated, all are enemies.

‘lh“ﬂhhﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬂiﬂ
lmnumuhmm-ﬂ
the world communist movement?

Us should not cherish for a moment the 1llusion

that



Mltl:m-m.huwnmm
nhﬂm-lthhlwhtmu-ﬂﬁq
sommmist party or commnlist individual,

Ve should meintuin @iplomatic relations with
the Sovist Union because It is now one of the
Greatost "owers and 1ts relat!ions with Europe, China,
and Japan are so important that we can not condust
our foreign relations intelligently 1If we do not know
what is happening in Moseow, Horsover, in mpite
of all efforta to coneeal the truth from for-lzners,
it 1s possible to obtaln in Moscow sonolderable in-
forcation as to the Soviet Union and the world
commnlst movemsnt,

fis should use our Iinfluenoe quisetly to oppose
war in the Far Zast between the Soviet Unmlom and
Jacan n~t only because of our moral opposition te
-rhtﬂub_u,u‘ﬁ-nhlvﬂ.mm
win it. Tn case the Soviet micn should wim, a
Comunist China would be inevitacle. In case Japan
should win, China would e emmpletely mibjroted to
Japan, If war comes between Japan and the Zeviet
Union, we should not intervens Lut shovld use our
influence and power toward the end of the war to
see to 1t that it ends without victory, that the
balance between the Soviet "miom and Japan in the
Far “ast is not destroyed, and that China ecntinues
to have at least some opportunity for independent

development.



davelo mant.

#e should lnntruet our diplowtie represen~
tatives in “urops to use all eppoartunities in
persoual conversati-ns to polnt cut the danger
to Purore of the contimmtion of /" ranco=lerman
ermity and to encourage reccuciliat Lon betwben
Prangs and (eraage

e should attexpt to pramote our trude with
the Soviet Unlon by direet hirgaining of the sort
involved in our agreesent of July 13, 1938. Iut wo
ahould have no 1llusion that our tmde with the Joviet
Unlon may ever be stable or pormanonts It may be
cut off for political reasons at any milmte, Thore-
fore, we should not make loans or give longeterm
aredits to the Soviet Unl-n and should mdvise Ameyloan
industrialists agalnst putting ln ex enalve sachinery
to roduoe for the lovlet markets

e should redlise that with every year that
passea the @roducta of the Joviet mlon and the Unlted
States will becoms less camplementary ! noPe oom-
petitive. Joviet oll and grain will compete inoreasingly
with our oll and grains The Mussian mariet for owr
tatl ns lnerease thelr productivitye. The rariet for
ow maAchines may inoreass untll Fussian industry
imyroves 1n quallty mnd productivity and is able
to produgce complicated machines of the highest

qmlity.



quality, PFer a few years ve may be able %o sell
the Bovict Umion more than we buy from her but in
the leng m™m a falrly oven balance of trade will
e inslsted on by tho communists and 1f we are
not ready to buy mere than Loduy we shall not be
able to =ell »o much as wo sall Geday.

Our Federal dovermment should in‘ore ibself
aa %o the mobershiy of the Commmist Farty in
the Tnlted Btates and an to the relations between
the imeriean coermunists, the Soviet Mplomatic and
Qonsular Representatiwes, and the other agents ef
the Soviet Government an’ the Commnist Party in
the United Statess Awmtorg, Intourlisi, Voks,
Internatiomal fed Ald, ste.

In our dosestic policies, we rhould ast on the
realizsation t'mt there 13 one fatal blow which can
be struck at comsunism, not only in the United Staten
btut al=n ia svery cther comiry ia the wrld, The
final arpment of the Salieving commmint 1s ine
variably that all the satile, surder, and sudden
death, all the sples, exlles, wnd Tfiring squads
are Justified bessuse gommunist dictatorship is ths
only == thod which permits a modern sornomio muchine
to run at Mll speed and & [ ind always sn unaatielied
buying power, vhareas the maldistribution ef the
national incore in cur systom oauses inevitably
recurrent orises and umecployment, (7he recent con-

aluslons






Ve should nelther axpeet too much nor despalr
eof getting anything at all, " should be an steady
in our attitude as the Soviet "mion 1s rickle., Ve
sho ld take what we cun get when the atmosphere is
favorable and do our best to held on %o 1t whem the
wind blews the other way, We should remaln une-
lampressed in thw fase of expansive professions of
friendliness and umperturbed in the face of slights
and underhand gpposition, Ye should make the welght
of our influense folt steadily over a leng peried of
time in the diregtions which best sult ouwr interests.
ks ahould never threaten, Wve should ast and allew
the Bolsheviks to drew tiwir own conelusicns as te
the eauses of our aets.

Above all, wo should guard the reputation of
Amerisans for businesslike efficieney, sincerity,
and stralghtforwardness,. "e should never send a spy
to the Seoviet Unim, There i3 no weapon at once o
disaraing and effective in relations with the com=
mmiste as sheer honesty., They know very little
about 1%.

‘espeotfully yours,

Willia= C, Bullist,

In quintuplieste to lepartnont.
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) ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Beptember 22, 1936,

Dear Mr, President:

Up to this time, BSenator Glass has remained
gllent, 1 talked with his secretary this morn-
ing, who has not heard that Cary Grayson has made
any impregsion on him. It seems that Glases has
to be in Washington today, and I requested his
gecretary to tell him for me that he ig regarded
as the very best asset of the opposition, and if
he cannot make a speech, he should submit to an
interview and declare his earnest support of you
and his etrong desire for your reelection. The
gecretary promised to telephone me the reesult this
afternoon, and I will hold this letter a few hours
in crder to inform you of anything I hear,

I notice there 1s now much consideration of
what is poseible to readjust our government activi-
ties s0 as to avoid unnecessary duplication of work
and to effect economies. When I entered the House
of Representatives in 1818, with the ardor of a new
member almost at once I introduced a resolution
caliing attention to that subject -- a resolution
you commended in a letter to me printed in the New
York Times -- and soon there was a joint committee
of investigation created, on which I served, made
up of three Senators and three Representatives. The
committee took & great mase of testimony that wase
printed in a large volume, and bills were introduced,
but there was no legislation enacted, For obvious
reasones there i1s much difficulty in enacting detailed
legislation that would bring about what is deeired,

and
The President,
The White House.



and I am firmly convinced that the wise and prac-
tical course would be for Congrese to vest much
more extensive autnority in the President, When
the committee mentioned was functioning, I did not
favor the unification of the Wer and Navy Depart-
ments, but based upon what I have seen and learned
since then, I am pretty strongly inclined to be-
lieve that is something that deserves very serious
consideration.

Some time when you have a few minutes of com-
parative leisure, I think you will be interested
in reading the enclosure, written by our Charge at
Moscow, giving his impression of the recent trial
which he attended, It ie the best brief descrip-
tion I have seen of what was certainly one of the
Moet remarkable triales that ever ocourred, So
far as I can recall, there is no record in either
sacred or profane history of defendants charged
with orime vying with each other in a very dramatic
and eloguent way, not only to confess guilt, but
to claim priority in doing what was done or sought
to be done, When Mr, Troyanoveky was in my
office not long ago, he seemed to be about ae much
at a loss as anyone else in explaining the atti-
tude of the defendants, some of whom he knew well
and rated very highly,

Yours very slncerely,
Enclosure:

Mmm
Despatch from Moscow

dated September 1, 1936,

P.S. B8ince the above was dictated, Glags!
Becretary has telephoned me that he thinke the
Senator is prepared to do what ig desired, and
intends to write me.

R.W.M.
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These doouments are declassified
by authority of E, Taylor Parks'
letter of December 4, 1963,

RE.T. 1964
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Ne. 1850 Moscow, September 1, 1938,

Subject: The Kamenev-Zinoviev Trial.
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The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.

8ir:

(11630
With reference to my telegram No. 1iﬁjf1uguut

© 27, 1936, relating to the trial and execution of

Zinoviev, Kamenev, and their alleged co-conspiraters,
I have the honer te inform the Department that a des-
pateh setting forth the personal impressions obtained
by myself at the trial and submitting summaries of
evidence not published in the Soviet press is in
course of preparation and will be forwarded to the
Department at a later date. Unfortunately thip Mis-
slon is hampered in the prepsration of reports on this

and
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and other important subjects by the lack of stenog-
rapher-typists.

I feel that pending the completion and submis-
slon to the Department of a more detailed report re-
garding the trial and the circumstances surrounding
it, I should without delay supplement my telegram re-
ferred to above with the additional inru-m.ninn.eﬁ;éd( M{ .

The small former ballroom of the former Noble-

‘men's n‘:lnthnrlnsplau (now the House of the Labor
Unions), in which the trial was held, was so arranged
88 to seat precisely 400 spectators. Three rows of
seats In the center of the portion of the hall allotted
to spectators were reserved for correspondents. These
Tows on the right of the aisle bisecting the center
of the hall were given over to Soviet correspondents,
and those to the left to forelgn correspondents. Al-
together 30 seats were reserved for "forelgn corres-
pondents." 0f these seats, five were occupled by
Soviet officials, six by members of the diplomatie
corps, two by Soviet citizens teking notes for the
American correspondents, four by foreign visitors who
for some reason or another were given tickets of ad-
mission, and the remainder by the correspondents them-
selves. During the intermissions three of the Soviet
officials present, who were members of the Press Secg-
tion of the Pecple's Commissariat for Forelgn Affalrs,
were buslly emgaged in trying to convince the forelgn
correspondents that the trial was bona fide and the
Chief
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Chief of the Protocol Seetion of the same Commissariat
was usually occupled in telking along the same line
to the diplomats. Assisting the members of the
Press Section in endeavoring to influence the outgoing
storles of the journalists were Mr, Kunits, an Ameri-
can citizen and member of the American Communist Party,
who represents the NEW MASSES in the Soviet Union; Mr.
D.E. Vendrov, formerly an American citizen but now a
Sovliet cltizen, who represents THE JEWISH TELEGRAPH
AGENCY; and Samuel Rodman, an American citizen who rep-
resents the London NEWS CHRONICLE and several American
newspapers. Louls Plsher, the representative in Mos-
cow of THE H&‘I’Iﬁﬂ and the BALTTMORE SUN, who is usually
extremely helpful to the Press Section in propagating
its views among forelgn journalists and visiting
forelgners, could not be present since he was engaged
in conducting a group of tourists through southern Russia.
The amall number of diplomats present is to be
explained by the fact that the People's Commissariat
for Forelgn Affairs informed members of the diplomatic
corps who applled for tickets after August 17 that all
avallable tickets had already been distributed. I
hed applied for two tickets on August 17 in the hope
that they ecould be used by the various Secretaries on
duty in the Mission. I was informed, however, that no
diplom tic representatives, other than Chiefs of Mission,
would be admissible.
The trial was beautifully staged. The three
Judges
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judges and their alternate, cled in uniform, sat be-
hind tables on a high platform fecing the audience.
To their on a platform enclosed with a fence and

guarded by four soldiers %'ﬂh rifles sat the
, Tacing the prisoners,

18 prisoners., To their
thes State's Attorney, or Procurer, &s he is called in
the Soviet Union, sat behind a desk alsc on a high
platform.

The trial was conducted with dignity despite the
fact that at times little wittioclsms on the part of
the prisoners or of the other actore ln the drama
caused the sudience, the judges, the Procurer, and even
the prisoners themselves, to laugh. In spite of the
scathing names epplied to them by the Procurer, and
the sercaestie remarkes mede from time to time by the
Presiding Judge, the accused were in general treated
with courtesy end consideration by the court officials.
With the possible exception of Zinoviev, who appeared
to be under considereble physical strain, they seemed
to be in a good condition physically. They wore better
clothes than the average Moscovite, some of them being
almost nattlly dressed. The Frocurer, Mr. Vyshinski,
was exceedingly well-groomed and highly theatrical 1n
manner. He reminded one of Licnel Barrymore acting
in one of his favorite réles as a criminal lawyer.

The way in which the Proourer dominated the pri-
soners was lmpressive. They arose in turn and gave
with only & few promptings from him the testimony ap-
parently expected of them. His attitude was at times

helpful,
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helpful, at times almost threatening. The priscners
when testifying were apparently extremely careful not
to enter into a dispute with him. They showed hesi-
tation in answering some of his questlons, as though
they were not sure as to the nature of the reply ex-
pected, When such ococaslons arcse he usually assisted
them by reframing his question in such a manner that
the reply to be expected wus obvious.

ds I observed the performsnce day after day I
began to feel that I was looking at & eircus director
putting a group of well-trained seals through a series
of difficult amcts. The manner in whigh the Prisoners,
while testifying, anxiously watched the face of the
Procurer in order apparsntly to assure themselves from
its expression that they were making no mistakes and
the way in which they hastensd to correct themselves
when they felt that they were not saylng the proper
thing were convineing evidence to me that they were
under the absolute domination of the latter. The
forelgn correspondents and diplomats present who had
never witnessed such a Soviet trial sat astounded as
the various priscners eloquently endeavored to convince
their hearers not only that they were guilty of con-
spiracy to murder Stalin, Kirov, Voroshilov, and other
prominent Party leaders, but also that they, themselves,
were despleable, irredeemables characters, thet they had
acted under the instructions of Troteki, who was a
traitor to the working classes of the world and an ally
of the German Fascists, that the German Fascists, with

whom
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whem they had coocperated, were the vilest of reptiles,
thet Stalin had always been right and thet the popu-
laetion of the Soviet Union and the world proletariat
in general should never in the future doubt the wisdem
of his polieles, and that the Soviet Union as a truly
soclalist state was meking wonderful progress in the
direction of bringing happiness and prosperity to its
inhabltants.

All the prisoners were more or less accomplished
public speakers and thelr confessions were apparently
in the nature of carefully memorized orations. Kam-
enev was the dominating personality of the group and
by far the most effective orator. His calm intellec-
tual face and his gray-white hair and well-trimmed
beard, as well as his dignity of manner, reminded one
somewhat of Chief Justice Hughes of the United States
Supreme Court. Even while delivering his "last word,"
that is, the ferewell address which each of the ag-
cused wes permitted to make before the passage of the
sentence, he maintained his composure and distinguished
bearing, Although the effect of his oratory and pre-
sence was such as to cause a number of the foreign oor-
respondents end even several of the apparently hostile
Soviet audience to weep during his farewell address,
his own voice broke only once, and then but slightly,
when he referred to his three sons serving as Soviet
aviators and expressed the hope that they would live to
redeem the name of their father. Zinoviev, although
épparently erushed and unnerved, also broved to be an

effective
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effective orator in spite of the fact that he was
handicapped by lack of persocnality end by & high-
Pitched and almost whining voice.

In delivering thelr farewell sddresses some of
the accused did not maintain the high rhetorical level
ettained during their previous speeches. A number
of them, ineluding Zinoviev, Kamenev, Reingold, M.
Lure, Plkel, and Olberg talked for from thirty minutes
to an hour and a half with all the fervor of colleglens
engaging in an oratoricel contest. Ter-Vagaryan, the
Armenian, had difficulty in finishing his last speech.
He was apparently suffering from nerwvous contractlions
of the throat which were only slightly remedied by
the consumption of glass after glass of water.

The accused apparently expected the sentence of
dsath. I waes examining their faces carefully when it
wes passed and falled to note a sign of emotion on any
of them. I am convinced, however, that at least some
of them expected clemeney in view of past services ren-
dered to the cause of revolutlion or as a reward for the
manner in which they had cooperated with the State in
dencunelng Trotski and the othsr accused.

It is extremely diffiocult for persons accustomed
to the Anglo-Saxon methods of eoriminal proeedure to
accept as entirely bona fide trisls of the type under
discussion. It has been the belief for hundreds of
years in countries aceepting the Anglo-Saxon prineciples
of law that to endeavor to determine the innocence or

guilt
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gullt of persons accused of orime by means of the ex-
traction of confessiocns is likely to result in the
ebtelning by inguisitorial methods of statements of
guilt from innocent persons. It is usually the custom
in such eountrles, therefors, not to base the prosecu-
tion upon confessions extracted from the accused before
the trial or to reguire the accused to testify sgainst
himself, but to determine his guilt largely upon the
strength of evidence furnished by other persons. The
Soviet eriminal procedure system, judging from the more
importent publiec triels of recent ysars, appears, in
practice at least, still to be based upon obtaining ad-
missions of gullt from the accused before the case
comes to triel and of confining most of the testimony
to an oral restatement by the mccused of confessions
already made in writing. Since under a dictatorship
of the type exlsting in the Soviet Union there are
numerous effective devices for prevalling upon acoused
persons to confess to erimes of which they are not
guilty, it is not difficult to understand why perscns
eccustomed to Anglo-Saxon legal procedure should be
somewhat shocked at what seems to them to be medieval
methods of determining guilt, particularly when the ac-
cused are known to have given offense to the dictator
himself.

As stated in my telegram under reference,; I have
not bveen convinced from what I saw at the trilal or from
& careful study of the evidence presented that the ac-
cused were really implicated in a speeific plot to kill

Stalin
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S8talin, Kirov, or other prominent Soviet lsaders, that
Trotakl ever gave Instructlons to his adherents to
assassinate Stalin, or that the German police had con-
nections with eny of the defendants. In this eonnec-
tion 1t may be pointed ocut that the various defendants
who allege thet they had any connections in Germany
with the German poliee were Jews of a pronouncedly
sastern Buropean type and thet it is difficult to imagine
that there should have been any relations between them
and officlals of the German Faselst Government. It
may be added that eleven of the sixteen defendants were
Jews and thet all of the accused spoke Russlan so well
that if not of Russien orlgin they must at least have
lived in Russia many years. The views expressed by
myself are those of all the foreign diplomats present
at the triasl, as well as of the other Secretaries of
this Mission and of the forelgn journalists whom I con-
slder to be most competent to Judge matters pertaining
to the Soviet Union. The Minister of Norway, who at-
tended certaln sessions of the trial and whose opinion
is of perticular interest slnce he is the representative
of the country in which Trotski is now residing, has in-
formed me that he conslders the trial to be a farce and
that in his opinion the charges that Trotskl had par-
tiocipated in a plot to kill Soviet leaders had not been
substentiated.

From such contacts as the Embassy has among the
Russian population, it would appear that many Soviet
citizens are also inclined to look upon the trial with

skepticlam.
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skepticlsm. They are, naturally, careful not to re-
veal their true feelings except to persons in whom
they have explieit confidence and at places where they
are sure that they will not be overheard.

It is reported to the Embassy from sources be-
lieved to be reliable that hundreds of persons have
been arrested on charges of disloyalty to Stalin and
the Party and that some of them are being tried in se-
eret at the present time. The announcement of the
execution of all sixteen of the condemned men within
24 hours of the passing of the sentence has made a
profound impression, and a wave of fear, almost equal
to that noticeable followlng the assassinetion of Eirov
in December 1934, is said to be sweeping over the coun-
try. It is understood that members and former members
of the Communist Party who at some time may have been
on friendly terms with persons now branded as adhersnts
of Trotski or with any of the persons accused or men-
tioned in the trial are now terror-stricken. The ef-
fect upon that section of Soviet officialdom charged
with dealing with forelgners is particularly marked.
Foreigners have noted that many Soviet officials who
& few weeks ago spoke to them with an air of self-confi-
dence are now most diffident and are apperently afraid
to come to any decislons wlthout protracted consulta-
tions with thelr superiors.
Respectfully yours,

A
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g% Soviet Union A g ﬁ—
Original and four copies to Department.
Two coples to Legation, Riga.
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