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MOLOTOV, VYAOHESLAW MIIHAILOVIOH 

BIOGRAPHICAL 8U'l'CB 

Gonrnaental Poeition: oo .. iuar tor Foreip Utaire. 

Poeition in Communiet Party: Member or the Political 
Bureau and or the Central Comaittee or the All-Union Coaauniet Party; 
delagate to the 'l'hird, Fourth, F1tth, and 81xth Oongreeeee or 
the oo .. uniet International. 

Real naae ie 8kriabin; a SlaY . Born in 1890 or a worker'• family; entered the Party 1n 1908; engaged 1n reYolutionary work prior to the war and 1.prieoned and exiled many timee. Following the February (1917) reYolu­tion, be became President ot the BoleheYik taction ot the Petrograd 8oYiet. rollowing the October (1917) revolution, he wae appointed Preeident or the Soviet or National Economy or the Northern Region; in 1922, appointed a member or the Central co .. ittee or the Party working ae an aeeietant to 8tal1n. Became a member or the powerful and exolue1ve Political Bureau in 1924, in which he baa eince eerYed; in 1926 he waa appointed a member or the Executive Co11111ittee or the Collllluniat International and 1n 1928 vae a member or the Coamieeion which drafted the Program or the Oommuniet International. Prior to 1930, he wae one or the outetanding figure• 1n the Communiet International. 

In 1930 Molotov vae aade Preeident or the Soviet or People'• Coamieeare, a poeition correepond1ng to that or Prime Minieter . In May 19~9 he relieYed Litv1notr or the poeition or People 1 e Co.ateear tor Foreign Affaire. In May 1941 Stalin took over pereonally the poeition or Preeident or the Soviet or People'• Co .. iaeare . Molotov baa continued Iince that time ae People'• Oo .. iua.r tor roreign uraire. 

lee IO!E on fo llowing page . 
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Molotov il considered to bo one or the ablest 
executives in the Soviet Union although he has been 
abroad very little. He ie Rueeian by nat ionality and may be aaid to belong to the group or Soviet leaders who look at world events through Russian eyes. Hie outlook, therefore, differs rro~ that or thoae Soviet leader• who have been refugees in Europe or the United Statee or who in some other ~anner have bad oonaiderable contacts with 
Weetern European culture. He bae held Stalin' s confi­dence over a coneiderable period or tiae because: 

1. Hie administrative ability hae made hia 
valuable to Stalin; 

2. B1a tJPiOal Ruaeian approach to preble~• has aade it easier ror Stalin to underetand hi~; 

3. He hae always carried out Stalin' s policies 
and instructions in a painstaking and effective 
~anner; and 

4 . He bas hitherto depended entirel7 upon hie 
relatione with Stalin tor hi e position and has not 
endeavored to build up a political machine or hie 
own or to creat e a personal following . 

In carr,ing on negotiations he bas been noted tor hie trankneee which someti~ee amounts to bluntnese and he has the reputation or being lese dieinclined to make concee­eiona than Stalin. 

Molotov'e wife, Zbeaehuzhina, is Jewish. She has been an outetanding voaan adalniet rator. Sbe eucceaa­tullJ built up the Soviet trust which aanuractured and dlatributed ooeaetics and toilet articles. Later abe 
vae in charge or the Soviet tieb i nduetr7. A year or eo ago, however, abe retired trom theee adainietrative poeitione. Sbe baa a reputation or being one or the 
aoet eaartl7 dressed and interesting women in the Soviet Union . 

It ie underetood that Molotov epeake no foreign 
language e. 



January 8, 19'2 J 
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1. L. toolo muoh bettor thaD ho did when 1 laet oo.w him. Quite 

a bit more ohoortul and gonl&l. 

2. In regerd to Stoinhardt, 1 ahould oay that he is not too 

enthuai aotio. Wo got into a little diaouaaion of oareor diplomate 

veraua non- career diplomats. He said t b.t you never ooul d tell about 

non-oaroor diploma.ts , thot Davies hod turned cut to bo o.n excellent 

ambauador , that ~vies wont about tho country and acquainted himoeli' 

with pooplo o.nd conditione , wheroao Bull it was nry, very bad. Ono 

gathers that he thinka Steinhardt oomoa aomowhero in betwoon. 

On my remark that it waa re.ther precarious to aend & m&n from. .. 

l e.rgo embassy liD lloaoow to Ank&r&, he said, "Well , Ankart. may bo a 

very important place now. • 

3. Bis faoo really lit up when I asked hio whether he liked 

F. D. R.•a apoocb. 1 &oked this question quickly, o.nd I should soy 

th&t ha hod no ttme to govern hio reaction. Ro said it was a real 

fighting spooch, and aoomod very ouch pleaaod with it . He auecoeded, 

howeTor , 1n getting baok on guard by tho time 1 aakod him how it wao 

reeeivod in llosoow and said that he should think vory well. 

Aa to the p:r.od.uotion tiguroa in tho apeeoh., he aaid, "\Vell., non 

it they don't do it , if thoy do only eighty por eont , or loss, i t will 

bo a groatthl.Jlg ond tho figures will 1'righton the enemy. 

4. He offered a gr~tuitoua comment with regard to ao-o&lled "Free" 

covements , particularly those arising in Axia oountrioa (Strasser he 

mentioned by ll4IDII), which he tools are just attempts to try to otno ott 

tho oonooquonooa of impondl.Jlg defo&t . From thia I would gathor that he 

th.inks but little of the point of view whioh would try to convince tho 



( tho o....., people, eto. , that e .. rythin& 11 ~oin& to be r ooy tor thea 

when they got licked ao they won't tight oo hard. 

5. ley improaaioo ns that he wu not o.nxioua to enoourago tho idea 

that a aoparato peace oo.n be t~ado with Finland. This lilA¥• or :ay not, 

have &n7 connootion with 1'0porta current 1n ao• circlll that the Ruo oit.Do 

wo.nt Finland as an autonoe>ous state within the Soviet Onion artor tho nr. 

Personally, I ahould think a peaoo with Finl&nd, guaranteoinS, aa it 

would, tho oatety or tho Kuroanok rail-.y, would be or toc.nao ..!uo to 

tho Ruaaiano at thia time . But L, waa dotin1toly oour on this idea. Be 

aaid he did not think that tho Pinna woro tree agents, that ~rhiom 

1.n particular ... , a Ool'lllaJ> pUppet, and that it the thin& woro lett to 

tho ?innioh people that they would haTO mdo peace long ago. But I 

have t ho impression that this is window dressing tor his real ideas, 

6. L. seemed diotinotly poaoiQiotio about SinSapore and t ho 

Net!lorl&Ddl Indes, opoaldng rlth •• ,., hint or 1'01ignot1oo ... to tho 

oituation which would re sult it those areas should bo loot , and it 

thareartor tho Japanese were able to concentrate their ~ tor an 

attack on tho Soriot tar eastern pouoasiona. 

Be aosmod particularly di sappointed over tho Brit ish retirements 

1.n ll!a~aya, which I tried to explain to him wore otratogio 1.n their 

nature, point~ out that tho Britbh hod not yat involved their -1.n 

llalayan toroos . l!is &oner&l attitude romainod--sloo~ on thh point. 

Interpreting thio, 1 •uuost tho.t what 1a needed !:lOot to &ot 

Soriot zailitary action agt.inst J a pan 1o o. reoounding Allied ouccou 

1.n tho South China Sea, pluo indication• that tho Japanooe armies o.re 

going to be kept plenty buoy oloowhoro. 

7. Ill pvo :u the impreaoion that bo doll not tool thet tbl 

Ruuit.no t.ro aey too etrcng 1n the l't.r l!e.st. When he did thio two weoko 



ago, 1 bad tho t .. lirl& that ho wao rather playi~~g down tho Ruuian 

atre~h i n t hat part or tho world. The pouibility ohould, howeYer, 

not be overlooked that in addition t o thooo tar eaatorn diYioiona known 

to haTe arrived on the Western Front , tor •~ple in t he RoatoY area, 

thoro aay be other diYiaiona in tranait, and thoro ia a poooibil ity 

that a oootral roaororo may have boon to~d ao=.whoro in oontra l Siberia 

whi<>h oould in oaao ot nood be aont either to tho min tront in !\&rope, 

or to tho middle oaat, or to tho Cauouooa, aa nooosaity might &rioo . 

Those t r oopa would not be immediately aY&ilablo for tho Far Saat , and 

if they woro oommittod thoro before the Ruaaiana wore oortain that they 

woul d not bo noodod elsewhere , the aituation might bo omborraooing. 

8. Ho aaid that thoro waa no oYidonoe in pouoaaion ot tho Ruu ian 

at&tt whioh would indi<>ato that any oonaidorablo number ot Gor8&11 t roops 

had boon t ranatorred tro!:l tho Ru11ian tront to ury other t heatre ot 

operationa l oontrary to opinions oxpraooad in tho proaa, he aaid that 

Ital ian troops had f ought wel l on tho whole in Rusai a , tho Run&&r i ano 

nry well, but tho Roumanians very poorly . 



The Turkish Government adheres to its policy of Meutraltty 
to re,..in outside the wor , but Gerrtany is exercising a 

continuo s s ;.nte 1etie pressure on Turkey. 

2 , Since the middle of November up to now preparations are 
,oing on for the arrival or additional German troops . P.ridgaa 

and hi&hways are being r pat red, ac~o~odation for German troops 
is being prepared, spec'al stocks of food are being accumulated , 
rol ling- stock 1e baing concentrated, a census of horses and 
transport facilities is baing made . 

3 . There are in Greek Thraeo up to five Gar-an and two Italian 
divisions . Four Bulgarian diviaiona are on the Turkish-Pulyarian 
f rontier . There are arriving at Svilengrad German troop- trains 
with armament and munition . Fortifications are being erected 
under the g·•idanoa of German specialists along the frontier and 
the Black Sea coast. The fifty- ltilometer area along the frontier 
is under control or German military authorities . The coast de -
tenses are baing strengthened by large-caliber guna and anti -
aircraft guna . The net of airports is being widened at Varna and 
the Uanubo porta . 

h~ 
?),.-, 

About 100 barges tor landing are being built , 

,/T, ..• ,v-{ a-0-J.: .___,. 0 
)e.. ... . J I I') ~ ']/ 
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THE WHIT! HOUIIE 

WASHINGTON 

January 16 , 1942 . 

MDIORJ.NDUM FOR 

HARRY HOPKINS 

Will you get Stettinius to 

obeok on this and olear ? 

F. D.R. 

IIEII:)RJ.JIIlUII POR Til& PIIBSIDBift 

thio cable ret ere to ol\ipe. !he o~ wq 

we can pooo1bl7 ••t.tle thio thin& 1o tor JerrJ 

Lanol to set ..... obipl to t.O to Ruoaie . 

We ha"' tho aaterial at H&board but we 

oiapl.J C~D~~Dt sot obipe to take it. 

The l etter :rou li&ned to Land :r.,.terdq, 

I hope, will do the trick. 

H.L.H. 
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Thia t u e:;,ran mu~ t be: 
cloaEly pnro.phrca Ed be: ­
fore: bEinG con·>unica t e:d 
to anyone: , (;C) 

t~a!lhinc;ton 

Da te:d Jcrruary 1·~ , 19•:2 

Re:c•d <: 56 p .m. 

10, Jcnu.:. r:r 1-:, 3 p .m. (S~CTIOI: OlE) 

::J~CR':T FOR GO::i:~ rt:.L SP:.LDI!'O i!'Ra.: r.:.Yi:ONVILU: 

In i:Z.o.tl1n conf!:r rnc! Vic£ Ciu:irm~n ~Jov . t:av , 

Co:t , : iko:;o.n r.ncl other Oovie:t officials r~vie:wEd 

qu(a t~on of :.n e:ricnn cuppli E3 t o !lu'l"ie , Cor.tplc.i n t " 

cc.ble:d :·ou ~- e:3te:rC.c;,• fror. fo'rutil:ov ~:e:rc ell r<:>e:ate:d 

e:spe:cicll~- re:f~re:nce: non- de:live:r-; of T .J: .T . tcn!ca 

airpl~ne:s ~C. spe:c1f1cctions for nitro- Gl;rce:rin 

po,·.rdtr . 

;.. i!coJI;.n de:aire:d to o ::Jlw.siz <: five: oth~r points : 

First, unn.tisfcctor~- silippin:; conditions nnd failure: 

of the: n:ri t i•te: Cor."lssion to furni sh thE forty-nln~ 

shi;:>a ;>ror::lse:d; onl:r s Evrntrcn made: vo~·o.ce: end four 

fore cd to r e:tur n to ;·ort for ct. us e:s rt!U.cb Cor1r.tissnr 

cont~idtr" r. voidcbl z throucJ~ b ctt e:r o.cbinis trc tion; 

Sovi e:t rc_)rED rntc. t~ve:s in Uni te:d ~tc. t :3 llnve: C:ifficul ty 

findir.:; any ce:ntrc.lize:d aut:1or1ty •:tith rt:oich to cle:c.l 

on s~ippin:; •tntte:rs &nd Conn isscr cite:d Brithh 

O:JSt£11 

I 
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a;ratm of centralized uilitcr~- control over shipping 
ca h~hl;· succ cs::~ful; Ccr:r:1socr :cera uc und cr­
tot1r.:<:tc poaa1b1lity of :~r.botcgt ; second, dU'fieultics 
in o ccurirc r cl cr. ~ c of oc.chtnc toolo; C or-.nissc.r 
Wldtrstcnds tht.t up to Uovc::btr 7 , 2795 nc.chint 
tools N.d bEEn prouts Ed o.nd ~rtEr.>tnt r<r.chtd r~1th 

t.~· t J • 

f1rns r.a to/qucnt1t1co, prices, end apcc1f1cct1ons 
but tho.t .'.dr•1n1otro.t1on ht s rdcc::~cd onl:; .;7; 
C01,.,1sacr "' .phns1z t" the::~ t =chine tools cboolut tl;r 
ntet:>scr;· e.t earliest )0031blc Get! to rncblt 
:Jovict ·\un1t1ono 1ndu:.tr~· to continue opcrr.tion 
in "'rloct tee' r:-.ctor1~:; . 

L.3 
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This tcltGrL~ cus t bt 
closely paraplwastd O)e­
f ort ~c ine comnun1eated 
to 9nyone . (SC) 

St orctary of Stet<, 

Waeh1n:ton . 

TRIPLE P!liO!U'l'Y 

(::oscow) 
Kuibyshev 

Dat ed January 14, 1942 

Rcc ' c! 1 :31 p . c: . 

10, January 14, 3 p . · • (SECl'IOr PO) 

Third , ntec for the ?ron1atc! 300, 000 ki lomet ers 

of f1tlc! telephonE Vlirt 18 urcent ; only 36, 000 

rclc na cc! 1n Un i t Ed Statt s and only 10, 000 havt rtached 

Sovie t Union ; ~ikoyan i s bad~cred daily by Defense 

C~~isoar to keep his pro~isea to SUp?lY this item 

s ince it 1a ineisptnsa~lt in plano to rtoccupy Sovitt 

territory and prevEnt Escape of German Ar~ ; fourth , 

!:1koyan pleased \11t h your Opti::l1at1C forEcast of 

January c!elivtrits rtct 1ve c! by him January 12 but em­

phas i zes that c!ef1c1Enc1es from fourth quartEr 1041 

shoul d be Nde u;> as soon aa possiblt; five, tor that 

portion of Ancrican supplies c!el1vcrcc! by s outhern 

r outea Sovitt Government prefers to take over airplanes , 

tnnks and trucks at P<roian Gulf ports directly f r om 

s upply O)noca este.~lishta and run by AmEricans one! IYOUld 

11lce information on proposed American organization for 

t!\1s pUrt>Oat I 



- 2- 1110, January 11, 3 p .m. (SECTION TIIO) from (l.Coscow) 
KuibyshEV , 

this purposE; f~ili:oynn has trnintd adEquatE numbErs of 
• 

pilots and chauffEurs to accomplish this ; llikoyan 

prtftrs Abadan ss vrincivlE gulf basE ; can usE Basra 

tEmporarily for airplanE assEmbly but thesE optrations 

s hould bt transftrrcd t o Bnndar Shahpur or Abadan ; 

llikoyan \'/holly disapprovEs Ksrachi - t!Esh Ed routt as 

wastEful of t imE in E;Ettinc matErials to thE front , 

vcry hard on VEhiclEs and t oo much Pl'E liminary work 

nEctssary, and thinks that for l and cargoEs pr1ncivlt 

poin t of rEcEption must bE Tabriz . 

ll1koyan statEd with grEatEst sEriousnEss that SoviEt 

military plans wErE basEd on our pro,isE s which in many 

casts havE not bEEn fulfillEd and that thE only hopt of 

prEvtnting EscapE of GErman armiEs liEs in immEdiattly 

making up dEficiEnt dElivEr iEs . I concludE that his 

position in GovErnmEnt is 9rEjUdicEd by his inability 

to mal<E promisEd dtlivErics to REd Army . 

THOMPSON 

Gil 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012

