
• Psr 1'133 -3' 



-- ~trublished in 
/ . · Foreig:.~ Relations 

' o f the Jo 

" tlv r~"''T ~·,~.•o1-3f' 

VOL P AGE 14-" 



\ 

/ 

OI .. ARTMINT 0~ 8TATI 
WAI HINO TON 

October s, 19 33. 

II!!!O!Wfi!!Al. 

Ky dear Kr. President: 

I requeeted Judge Walton Moore and William Bullitt 
each to prepe.re a memorandUII on the more important 
condi t ione and underetandinge t hat might be oonaidered 
a1go.1!1oant 1n connection with the developaent of plana 
for the recognition of the Rueeian Government. Tbeae 
two memoranda are attached hereto for whatever the 
intomat1on III&Y be worth. 

rai thtully youre, 

lnoloaure: 
Two memoranda. 

The Preeidant, 

The White Houaa. 
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LD.:O:.ANDU!w l"OR THE SECRETARY 

Dear lo!r. Secretar y: 

Purauant to our conversation or this afternoon. 

~batever ~ethod aay be ueed to enter into negotiations 

rl th tho Soviet Government, it eeoma essential that formal 

recognition chould not be accorded except as the final ac t 

or an agreement covering a n~ber or questions in dispute . 

Before recogni t ion and before loans, we shall rind tho 

Soviet Covernwent reletively ~nabla. After recognition 

or loana, • e should find tho Soviet Government ad~nt. 

Aoong t he chief agree:r.ents which , in my opinion, c.ust be 

reached be tore recognition are t ho tollorlng: 

l. Prohibition ot o~uniat propaganda in tbe 

United States by the Soviet Government and by tho 

Oominter n . 

2. Protection or the civil and religious rights 

or ~erioane in Russia •hicb are inadequately protected 

under current Russian pract ice (e . g . •economic ea­

pionege • ) . 

3 . Agreement by tbo Soviet Gover nment that t he 

act or recognition aball not be retroactive to tbo 

foundation or tbet gover~nt (which ia tho uaual 

practice). but shall take orroct only troll tho day on 

which it may be accorded . This is essential to protect 

both our Oover~ent and many ci t izens and corporations 

trom euita tor damages . 

By nego t i ation before roooenition, we should alao 

attempt to obtain an egroo~nt in regar d to t he rapa~ent 

or tho loano ot tho Government ot tho United St a tes to the 
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here naky Covernwent, a wa1Yor or Ruatian counter olei ma 

boaod upon our VledJYoatoo~ , Arohaneel end l.ur •• enak ox­

l'ld1t1ona; oloo 002 aor~ or proT!e1on ror tho oo t tleceDt 

or elates or ~er1can net1onols end corrorationa ror proper­

t y, goods and cash eeized by t he Sovi et Cover~ent . 

There a,re or course acores ot o tber queationa involved 

10 reaumine ro~ rale~ione with Puoa1a . our poeit1on 

• ould be strongeat , I boliove , 1r ell t hese queatione, 

•hetber ot a legal , econonic or f1nano1al n&ture, ebould 

be handled ea a unlt 1n one global negotiation, the end 

or which would be signature or ~he agree~ent• and ai~ul­

teneous recognition . 

Youra Yery respecttull y, 

Cctcber 4, l~~~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ASsiSTANT SECRETARY 

s 
Mr. Secretary: 

~roaaiona rolatiTe t o tho recognition ot tho 

lluaaian OoTeruaent dor1 nd trom tho data turn1 ahe4 IU br 

tho Sooretary and other data aTailable at tbia moment: 

(1) It ae ... clear that there mould an4 auat 
undue 

be rooognition eTentnallT an4 Witbout/ 4elar, pro-

Tilted thoro 1a aaauranco that tho Ruaaian Oonrn-

aent Will not direotlr or in4ireotlr make &111 

ottort to attoot tho political 1nat1tut1ona or 

1ntegr1tr ot the Uaited Statea and that certain 

other aajor aettere oan be aatiatactor11T di•­

poaod ot. 

(I) .A.coordirlg to the •tatemonh contained 

in Mr • .A.therton'• oamauniolt1on, a• illustrated 

br tho o~erience ot Groat Britain, Ruaaia i• 

(a) inclined t o a .ore roaeonable attitude towar4a 

nationa that ban not accorded the recognition 

abo aoeka than tawarda tho•• that ban, an4 (b ) 

attar oagorlr ••akiDC and obtaining recognition 

abo 
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aho ~ooo .. a aoro iadittoroat to hor obl1catioua 

thaD \borototoro, 

(II) It llhat 1a add ia tho laat paracraph o&D 

bo aaiiUMd •• a oorroot ~ao, u uy bo thoupt 

hat 1u adft.lloo ot aotll&l. rooogniUoa to talco tho 

u .... ooaaarr to n:ploro tho oat1ro aUuat1ou aDd 

oad.oaYor to roaoh a tull acro ... a1i botwooa tho two 

pnnaoato to bo oabodiod 1a a treaty, porta1uiq 

to all or 110at ot tho ftiT larp msbor ot t.porh.nt 

quaoUoua that ooonor or later wUl o&ll tor oon­

aidoratioa, •·•· •• to tho &llOCOd doa1ro ot Buaaia 

to adol'llino our ay.toa ot IDYO~Dt 1 u to tho 

poraonal, rol1s1oua and property atatua and r1sht• 

ot our naUon&la ia Jtuaaia and tho porta ot that 

oountrr; •• to tho olaiaa ot Allorio&Da tor tho ro­

p.,..nt ot loana or tor d&aacoa, and tho olaiaa 

that aar bo aaMrtod &Cailld our Oonn~J~~eat ~,. tho 

Rudan GoYarnaent ia 1 h on bohalt or 1D boh&lt 

ot ita aabJoota; •• to the \aaia &Dd oharootor iD 

Yariou a apooia ot tho o-raial doaliqa botwooD 

tho two uatioua, oto., oto, 

(6) .&.a aot ot noogn1Uoa ia 110t ronoa'lllo and 

it 1a aortaialy rotroaotin .aloaa othorwiao liaito&. 
OetCOD YO CeD.tr&l Loathor Co. 166 U,S,I97. 

lhould tho Proaidont oxtoad rooosnitioD without tho 

a1tuauoa 
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eituation beins dealt with in adTanoe aa aucseated, 

then tor the purpon ot eliainaUns d1eputable 

queaUone u tar u po .. ible it aight be aco011panied 

b:y auoh oondiUone •• u:r be agreed upon. The pneral 

ettect ot oonditiona attached to recognition ie etated 

ae tollowe b:y a leading authorit:y, it )eing notioed, 

howeTer, that 1D c•••• where auoh oonditione are 

Tiolded there 1a :reall:y no practical -thod ot an­

toroins their obeerTanoet 

-Recognition will, ae a rule, be giTen 
without an:r oonditione whateTer, proTided 
the new State ie eatel:y and per.anentl:r 
eetabliahed. Since, howeTer, the grautinc 
ot :reoognition ie a aatter ot polic:y, and 
not ot law, nothing praTonte an old State 
troa making the recognition ot a new State 
dependent upon the latter tultilling oertain 
oonditiona. Thua the PoW~re aeeombled at 
the Berlin Conueaa ill 18'18 :recogniaed 
Bulgaria, Montenegro, Serbia, and :Ro111Uilia 
under the conditioll oDl:y that the•• Statea 
ahould not ~oae an:r religioua diaabilitie• 
on an:r ot their aubjecta. The meaning ot 
auoh collditioD&l reoognitioll ie not that 
racognitioll oan M withdrawn ill oaae the 
condition ia not complied with, The nature 
ot the thing makea reoognitioll, it onoe 
ginn, incapable ot withdrawal, But con­
ditional recognition, it aooepted b:y the 
new state, i~o••• the internationall:y 
legal dut:r upon euoh State ot oompl;rinc with 
the condition; tailing which a right ot inter­
Tention 1• ginn to the other part:r tor the 
purpoae ot malcing the reoognhed State ••­
pl:y with the ~oeed condition.• (Oppenheim, 
InterD&tion&l Law, page lS6, TolUIU I) 
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A roetrio,e4 repreeon'•'ion of oaah oountrr, in 

tho o'hor until otharwieo au,ually 4oto~ned, a18h' 

nll bo epooUiod and in euoh MDDor •• t o onoouraao 

tho porfor.anoo of tho oonditiono aoooap&U7iDC rooos­

nUion. 

<•l U would ... that ~4iate a.n4 uoond1Uonal 

rooosnit1on would no' be of anr epooial aoral or aatorial 

a4Tantaso a.n4, on the other hand, aight be attended by 

Torr widoepread adToreo or1t1o1ma, 
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lJy deer !l.r . President: 

DEPARTM E NT O F IITAT E 
WA IIHI NQ TO N 

November 1~ , 1953 

Litvinov and I conti nued t o argue for two hours on 

the subject of debt s and claims . I finally managed t o 

shake him a bit by t elli ng him that the Johnson Bil l, 

forbidding loans to count r ies in default on t heir in­

debt edness to t he Government of t he United Stat es, was 

certain to be passed i n January and thet if the Soviet 

Covern.1ent shoul d make any a bsur d offe r of se t t l ement such 

an off er woul d sure l y be turned down by Congress and t he 

Soviet Gover nment would be unable t o obtain one penny of 

cred i t from either the Gove r nment or any privat e cor­

porat i on or individual i n the Uni t ed States, or their 

agencies abroad . 

I urged Litvinov not to fix the l ower figure a t 

$50 ,000 ,000, as his Government would surely insist that 

that should be accept ed as the maximum figur e once t he 

sum had been s teted . He f i nally asked , "Whet sun would 

you consider might be acceptable to Congress?• and added 

"You •.1 ill , of course, say $150 ,000,000 . " I replied, 

"No , I will say nothi ng . I cannot predic t what Congress 

will do , but the President cen predict ver y exactly 

what Congress wi ll do, and you shoul d address t hat 

ques tion to him. " 

The Pres ident , 

The \'lhi te House • 
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Litvinov proposes to ask you that quest ion when you 

meet at 2 o ' clock. 

Litv i nov added tha t he woul d say to you that he had 

entire confidence in your ta1r-o1ndednesa, and he was sure 

that when you looked at the t ecta about our loan to t he 

Kerensky Gove rnment and tound that t he money had been 

spen t for the moat part by Bakhmetief t buying supplies tor 

Kolchack •s army, you would agree that the Soviet Gover~nt 

should no t be obliged to assum liability for money used 

by its enemies . 

Tho fac t is that two- t hirds of this Kerenaky loan was 

telegraphed at once t o Kerensky•s Government and used 

fighting t he Germans . 

Litvinov added t hat the private claims had been so 

padded t h& t ~oo ,ooo,ooo he considered would be a fai r 

se ttlement or all claims and debts . This is, of course , 

absurd, and I t hink you should endeavor t orci bly to get 

nim to fix at l east $100 ,000,000 as the lower l imi t . 

I am delight ed that you have appointed Henry 

Horgentbau Acti ng Secre tary of t he Trea sury , and I 

suggest that you might invite him to come in at two 

o ' clock, since he •~11 have to handl e future nego t iati ons 

on t hi s me. tter. 

I shall atop at your office at ten minu tes before 

two, i n case you should wish to draw up a final plan 

of campaign. 

Yours devotedly, 

Special Asa1atant 
to t he secretary. 
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On Board 

Steamship PRESIDENT HARDING 

December 6 , 1933 

Dear Mr. Prellident: 

You owe me a red apple, but t he Tictor y is yours, 

not mine. Do you remember that a year ago I bet you e n 

apple that you would baTe pr ohibit ion burled before 

Chri et~es of thie year end you bet that repeal would not 
come before March of next yeer ? I have to remind you 

of this because it is the only case on record in which 

my guees as to timing has been better tban yours! 

In Washington it is difficult to see t he wood for 

the trees and you heve achieved so many extraordinary 

things that I imagine you are takinr the end of prohibi­

tion a e a matter of couraej but I em sure that nothi ng 

t hat you have done will do more to rest ore civilized 

life in the United States. It is a great achievement 

and I congratulate you trom t he depths of my palate . 

We are having an exceptionally disagreeable passage 
end ere delayed a day. We should reach Loscow on the 11th . 
I still hope t o take the ~.ASHINOTON on the 28th of Decem-
bar end t o see you again on the 5t h ot J anuary. 

The President, 

The White House. 
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I think you know 11hll t a joy i ~ is t o Ul6 to be able 

to work with you and under your order s . I know you refuse 

t o admit it--especial ly to yourself--but t he teet ie you 

ere a var~ n-eat hur.an beinp and a greet President. 

It has just occurred to ~e that I have never thanked 

you properly tor this ebsignwent to Russia . lhe reason 

is , 1 think, t hat I reel ruyselr so comple t ely at your 

disposal and am so entirely ready to do any~hing anywhe re 

t hat you may ~ah that I have the reeling or carrying out 

a Job tor you rat ter than eny r eeling or personal success. 

I honestly do no t care 'l'here you use me or i n whet capeci ty 

so l ong as I can be useful to you . But it does r ive me 

deep aetistaction to undertake this ~1ssion and I thank 

you tor sending me on it. The only regret I have ie that 

I shell not be able to work with you in Waahineton. I 

would rather do that than any job anywhere. 

A kerr y Christ~as to you and s Happy New Year, and 

ever y good wish t o !.Irs . Roo£evolt, !.:iss Le Hand end all 

your children . The Lord be with you : 

Yours devotedly , , 
J·~.~ 0.~Jl,· \\ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASH INGTON 

f 

February 13 , 1934 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Lord bless you t i l l we meet again! 

Yours permanently, 

0Jt~ 

The President, 

The 'lhit e House . 

I 
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Wy 4eer Miss LeHand: 

' . -.;. . ' 
{ 

~ 

OF'F'ICE 0~ECRETARV 
DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

WASH IIIGTOII 

February 16, 1934 

I unders t ood Mr. Bullitt to aay that the 

original s or the enoloaed copies were already 

in your office. He asked ce to aend these to 

you for your tiles. 

Yours Yery sincerely, 

) I 

't~ LL Y1A. u..-C"\_ 
George A. l!orlock, 
Formerly eecretary 
toUr . Bull1tt . 

Enclosures: 

2 copies or 
2 letters . 

Mise Marguerite LeHand, 

Personal Secretary to the President, 

The White Bouee. 
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Dear CorcSell: 

~.;e otter by t Lo .lo.o&oow ._'Ov1et ot u .e bu1ld-

1n· e1te 1n t ho park •blob .. cSleouo .. d •1tb Bulll t t 

-•• to .. ao te• orablo t.bet " eboul4 be aura 
not t o delar our eooeptanoo or 1t. 1 undor etand 

that bull1U bad a turtber ooowraU on e Ub 

Tr<l,.n.,.,.ty on ..aturcley, en4 \ bet TroJIUltl"IN)o edcS 

that he boped to beY• word tr011 bla Co"tor llll.ont on 

on4oy t hat tln lea .. oould be reoe .. d n tile and 

or tll,a n1naty-n1na-. aar par1o4. U' the ..... Ytat 

eo.,.rl!LAnt ro t uNa \ b1• e.xtenalon , I tb1nk wo 

a..oul4 a ooept ~ n1oet y-n1ue-)oar loeN anu truat 

k t...a o~ll or our IJUOoeeeora t o rete1n \be 

prope r t y 1t we aboul4 wt all to retain 1\ at the 

oncl < t tbat poz1o4. 

-.:> I f ••• I 
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I su~a' tllU you should call a meeting 

or tbe ?oreign ·• rYlce Buildlnaa Comm1ae1on aa 

eooo ns poaa1ble t o ccoal~r the metter and tllet 

yo~ ahould consult tho Cbftirmeo or the Congressional 

Committees on Appropriationo and t be Cna1r4AD or 

the CO~lttee on Foreicn Affaire or the Souee and 

the Co~ttee on rorelcn Balatlona or the &one te 

wi tb e Yiew to b.&Ying an a:.en~nt to the pre .. ut 

S\ate Depe~nt appropr1at1oo~> Bill added in the 

S.Dato . 

I uncSereteruS that thoro is an unap; r opr1eted 

bolanoe ot $1 , 2bO ,OOu in the ~10 ,000 ,000 authorized 

by the loreign ..on ice Buildinge .hot or llay ? , 

1926. A aim1lar sum ot ~1 , 2~ J ,000 waa app ropriated , 

I balieYa ror Tokyo ano a a cuch , -' thin>. , will he 

ooeded ror ~oDoow , ln view or the unusual problema 

there: e.g . , hoepi tallzatlon. 1 should not 

reco~nd the expeod1t~re or aucb a ana at the 

preaeot ~158 if l wer e not conv1ooeo t bn t it is 

-

I 
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eaaontlal tor our CoTern.on\ t o oona~rua l i n toe­

cow •• aoon • • pouible per.::aDen t ot t loea an4 

11•101: quar&era ror our orrlalele. The a1 ~ 

W>liCII baa been ottand Ua - a to - t o preoent 

u; opportual t;r to do 1n \lie t1 .. a\ .aDter wile t 

neoaaal t) c01..pela ua to do . .. oon bu1ld u 

e&baaay on t na t hi ll tn the city park OYe r looklns 

l , a rhar w!. i a ll alll be • • al lll'h and beau titul 

a a .. ca Ucallo u~ I .,.aalr ahoul ll l1 i<e lo •• a 

ca-m .,.ra1oa cr lloDUoallo k1H \bar a aUII 

a wbatdl&r) bu114•t f 8 pat~rue4 ftt~er t~ee Wb1oll 

trlnflt t Le laaa c r tJ..e t:a .h ara1t ;r ot Vlrginta • 

.i. U ka tile idea c t plu\1 ne •hOIUa .Tetteraon 1D 

~.oca . F~r tn l~ particul ar Job I knc• ao one 

eo •all f i t ted •• Rarrie ~ . l lnda ~ ar1 or Z a.at 

• 7\b tnet , Ilea York, and 1 bopa that 1\ a111 

be round po u 1ble \0 ear lo:r Ilia. 1 ·~•t t ba t 

a a 6ocn •• r-oaai bla he a ..culo be raq<.eated t o 

; r apue pralltolcary olte lche~> ami dra• up t be 
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tlnal project. I underatand tbet ~here 1a u 

unepen~ bal&noo 1D the Jore1gn ou1141nga 7un4 

alrucl.y epproprhte4 wu1ob "'1£,bt bo uao4 tor tbi a 

pur ; ooo . It oooura ~o ~ t ba\ since there ere 

no AcerioaD contr a ctor o 4c1ns bualnaaa 1n ~oaeow, 

a ll t.here were 1n ''llrh eben t be eo .... rnnent bu114-

1nr, there Y&a conot ruot ed, you e i ght e1ab to be• e 

tbe Jcro1tn $orY1ce Bu114tnro Cc~leoion autbori&e 

)ou to ma&age t ba conat ruot1on without re r Ar 4 to 

IJier1ean aht~tea , " bleb 1a per 1ae1bla Ull4ar tbe 

J.ot ot ~ay 7, 1~26 ( C.2!>0 3 . 44. ,.tat . 4.('•) . 

Your a Yery einoerely, 



Box l2 

Rueda 1934 

DMr Cordell: 

Tha otter by tho lloeoow SOT1at ot tho buU41C« e1U 111 tba park 

w!ll.ch we d1eou.oaa4 with MUtt aa•a to ae eo tnore~h tbat •• 

should be •~re not to delay our aooeptenoe ot it. I Ulldaratand that 

MUtt he.d a turther oonuraat1oo w1th 'l'royenonkY OD Satur<!"l', 

and \ bat 'l'royenouey se14 tbat he hopa4 to bau word trac h1a 

GoTirDmOllt oo Monday that tbe leta• could be renewed at the end 

ot tbo llill~y-IUae-yaor period . It tha Sorlet Gounzaeat retuaee 

th1a e:rteneioa , 1 tb1Dk we ehould eooept the ninety-nine-year 

l eeae and truet to the ekill or our auccoaaora to retain the 

property it wa ahould wieh to :Ntaio it at the end or that 

period . 

'l'bo Hooon.bh 

Cordell Bull 

Secretorr ot State. 



Box 12 

Ruoela 1934 

llay lS , 1934 

111 dear llr . Secretary: 

Befor e Bulllt t • a departure, I told h1a that I wiahod h1a to 

aoM •• 1.n HAftU on 1ul)' 12th and a okecl h1a to • loit Japan 

and Oblna and etudy t ho pol1tioo1 alt uet1on 1n tboao oouetr1oa ae 

.. u eo t he Sot lot liD! on before •barldq tor Baaatl . 

'1111 you pleoae 1aaue ore! ere to Bullltt to aeet "'' In Ba• H , 

proootdlng •lo 1a pen and China by wbata.er rout e be aay cboooe? 

He ebould alto be lnot ruot«l to return to b!a poet b)' wy or 

Vladl•oot oll:, with treecl011 to atop 1n 1apan or Cblna on bit return 

journey it he abould oouldor It e~itable, 

Yours ••rr elnarelJ , 

Tbo Honorable 

Cordell llull 

Secretory or Stat e 

I 

~·" 
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IIY dear Iliff LeHan~: 

017IC! 01' 'I'll!: ~CR!tAAY 

mol' Alll' IL!NT Ol1' E!rt>/11 

WJ.SBINGI'OII 

l'ebruary 16, 1934 

I un4frotooa Kr. Bullltt to foy tbat tho orlgl nalo or tho 

enclosed oop1ea were already 1n your otttce. He asked me to 

een4 theae to rou tor your t1lea . 

!nO>l O$\lrtl! 

2 eop1ea or 2 letters 

Kloo Korguerlto Lehan4, 

Yours T&ry ainoerely , 

George A. llorloek, 

Jo~erly IICretAry to 

Kr. Bullltt . 

Per$oual Seoreter,y to the Preoldent, 

Tho 1lb1 to !lou .. 



Yoltot'<lq , w1tb llooro and ~oelt prooOilt, Tro)'llllouq, wbo bod 

oouabt tbo 1otorr1ew, talked wttb tbo Proaidoot and ... told tbot 

tbo oogot1at1oo abould not bo tranotorro4 to Washington but continued 

at lloacow, particularl7 1n Tiew ot tbo teat ti>At rou and 1.1nioott 

are tborouchl1 taa!Uar with ell tbot occurred bero len taU, and 

tbo 1Dtorr1ew oodod witb ti>At underotandiDg. 

D.l.riDS tbo conToroatlon, Troyano .. q uld ti>At , It $75 ,000,000 

dollaro In poyaoot ot tbe debts io unaatiotaotory, Li tT1oott l o 

prepared t o iocroooo tbo OllOUDt. On tbia poiot tbo Preoidont '"I• 

•orr oloor 1o abowin& tho ot toct ot tbo dOTal• oo ot tho dollar oo 

the aSnt•l8 U4 uz1•• tote..le 411CU.IIed leat. fall. furtbemor• t 

tbo Proa14oot otrooood tho tact u a<aetbln& be must. alnyo boar 

In lllnd tbot any dobt •sr••.,t will be aubJ oct to tho Sene to 

eppro-.al. Troyanonq oulxllttod e COIIIOI'ftnd\JIIl snoly11og tho 

oxpondlturo ot tbo Koronoq l oe.n . 

'rhere ._. acae, but not det1Dite or ia-porte.n·tt cention ot 

tnt.orolt retoo and other dot.e.ilo ud it wao oxpla 1Dod to Troyanontr 

ti>At. tho auor ot dobte end t ho 118ttor ot eontocpbltod cro41ta are 

eo linked tasothor u to aeko it unrooaoae blo tor tho Export Bank to 

ong113o lo trenOActiooa In edToJ>Co ot o debt agreement octloteotory 

to tho Prooldont. 

Thoro io roell7 ootb1Dg ooocreto to uy except ti>At tho 

Proeldont loeuo tbo oei!otlatloo 1D your b&lldo without baYlllll 

ltlldo ...,,. oo•Ht&l or atet•eot contl1ctillll 1D ear -.r with what 

7ou bo-.o dono or ontlcipet1og Wb•t you -.y attempt to do. 
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Various oocol4ore~lono which.., ID!luonoo LI~Yinorr, eo , tor 

ln~tence, bia apparent failure to obtain e l oaa tram Sweden, end the 

pre•eDt lapaneae altcation you, ot course, tull7 epprecJat e. 

Wo ooaume you ~~11 brlaa the negotiation to.a o1Lmax as soon 

aa poaalble a.ad ~hat, It Llhlllott re&Mna obdurate, you will wlab 

ua to aoquteaoe 1n Troya.aarakY'• requaat that ~be negotiation be 

turt.ber carried on here . 

Prasldont •a lonsband: Tba President coUld not wall decline thla 

requeat out or band, but ado It clear to Troya.aaraq tbat thla 

1• ' clrcUltoua method bocauao or rrery proposal apdo In Washlnston 

.,.. abould ban to oonault you a.ad be •oul.d ban to conault Llhlnott . 
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lliUIIia 1933 
'l'bh 11 tbe or1&1Aal 4ratt 

'· D. a. 

P - ~ I s r ~,.,,.. 

w .. bincton, Ootober 10, 1933 

the 4eeirablll\J' ot an etton to •4 the pi'M•t a'llllomal relatiou 

statal an4 tbe bUD4re4 and lixtr ailliOA people ot lliUieia. 

U J1 aoet recrettable that t he .. &rMt p801)1U o betn• 11bca 

a hapPJ' trad1Uoo ot triCidebip uietld tor .. re than a out111'7 t o 

their -.aa1 ad'rantqe, Bou.l4 aoor be wtc.bou\ a preotioal aetbo4 

are eerioua lN1. aot , ill ., opWca, i.UOlllhie; u4 4l.rtioult1ee 

betn• creet .. u ... oaa be .....,..14 Olllr bJ' tranl<, tr1•41J' 

OOAnreetiooe. It 70\1 are ot a11lUu Iliad, I IJI>ou14 be cll4 to 

l)ereoaall7 all 'llleetiou ouU\aii<Uq betnao our 00\llltrlll, 

Paniaipatlca ill wah a 41e-1ca -'.d, or oourae, aot 

oOIIIlt either ut1CIIl to llllJ' tu&ure oourae ot aotlCD, hilt would 

1nd1aota a elllaere deeira to reaab a • atietaat.orr ao1ut1ca ot 

tba prohl- iDTol .. ed. It 11 W11 llopa that 111011 aca .. eraaUOU 

aigbt raeult ill coo4 to t.ha people or both our 001mtr1ee. 

I -· ., dear llr. Pl'eeidct. , 

(Blpe<l) lrentiu D. 1001wau. 

llr. .111lr:laall l:aliaill , 
Pralid .. t or the .Ul tbli ca O•tral beouUYI COIIIittee , lloiOOW. 
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lllloola 1933 

Moacow, 

Psf K!..-..-;',~ 

October 17th, 1933· 

I()' 4aar Xr. ProoldeAt: 

I b.an roce1Ye4 your aeooqe of October tmth. 

I b.&Ye alwayo coul4erod 110et ab.oo..a.1 and recrett.ablo a 

oltwotlcm whoreiD , durlq tho put olxtoc JO&rO , two cr-t 

ropublloa--tb.o United State or Aaorloe llll4 tb.o 11111011 or &o.let 

Soolallot. Ropublloo- -llan lacked tb.o uaWll aot.llo48 or c-.atoetlcm 

and b.an booo 4epr1Yed or tho baooflt e whiob. ouob. o.-mtoetlcm 

couH sin. I aa glad to note tb.et J OU e.leo reaob.ed tho ..... 

OOIIOlualao . 

Thoro to no doubt tbot 41rticultlee, preeoot or orlellls, 

bot.w .. n two oouotrilo, oan bo oolYed OlllJ whOil 41roct rolatlaoo 

oxlot botwoOD thea; aD.d t hat, OD tho other band , t hor b.eYo no 

ob.enoo t or eol l£1on In the aboonco or euoh rolotiOila. I ab.ell 

take tho llbortJ fUrther to uprose tb.e op.l:llcm t l>et. tb.o ebllo._l 

oltuatiOil, to which JOu correctlJ rarer In JOur •••oas•, bOlO "" 

untoYonble ortect not only on tho 1ntoro11to or tb.e t110 ota tee 

oonoerno4, but alao on the se~~ON1 lnterna\lonol oltuotiOil , 

IDcreaotns tb.o ol...,t or 41oqulet , ooaplloeti.JIC the proceeo ot 

conoolldettns world peeco lllld oneolll'JICliiC foro• ten41DC to 41eturb 

tllat poece. 

In accor4onco with tho a bon I sla41J a coopt JOur p.ro~ 

to aocd to tho United Statoo a ropreeoctetiYo ot t he SoYiet OoYo~­

alllt to diaouaa wltb JOU tbo quootlaoo ot lateroet tocar oCNII\rlee. 

Tbo SoY l et OoYo:raaaat will bo roproeaated bJ llr. II. 11. l.ltYIDOY, 



/ PEOPLe' 1 C<amieMr tor Foreiill Attain, who will 00111 \o Weobiu~oo 
at a tiao to be autually ogreod upon. 

I aa, my 4oer Mr. Prea14ont , 

Vory aiaeerely youre , 

(B1sne4) ll1kba1l llal1n1n. 

Mr. J'raJikl.1n D. RooeeTelt 

Preoidout ot the United stetoa ot Aaerioa , 

Waebin~a. 

• 



\ 
llaroh e, 1934. 

Al!!'XB&SS! 

WARSAW 

rp'-1 IO'NP &ihL 

Please convey tollowin& caasaaa to Bullitt wben paaaina 
throl.llb Waraaw, kMPiD& no copy tor l!llbaesy ' a rues. 

Draft nota recar41Dc ola1..18 waa handel! to i'royanov aky 

February eo . Draft •aa u•e as that approved by you except 
to ac!c! o.t t er the warda I,UOTB tocather rtth 1n ter .. t in the 
unnar heratnatt r proY1c!e4 ll!l..,uou the warda <,UOTI the 
payaent to be oollplote4 within t wenty yonra Ulfi,UOTB. Th1a j 
ac!c!ltion wu aanctione4 by thAI Praaic!ent. 

Troyanovaty ia unw1ll1nc to carry throl.llh the diaouu1on 
hera and atatu that Litvinotr intenda to diaouaa the note with 
you upon your arrival in lloaeow, The Aabauador baa eoll%an te4 
on three pointll tn the nota. Be tbinlts 1 t ia not clear a a to 
what 11 include<! under tba tol'll C.UOTE all audita UIIQUOTB 
and cona1dara that the laat pararraph in which the Soviet Gov­
ai'DIIaot ~UOTI waiYu all de~~anda and dailla or ovary character 
b it or An7 or ta nationala aaainat t ba Vnitad Statoa or any or 
ita na tloaala UIQUOTI! ia too broad and not in ~ with tba 

t1rat 

I 



- 2 -

f'iret porasraph or the no to . r epo.rtmont beliovoe tba t it will / 

not be dif'f'ioult to oloor up thoae two mattoro , but you onn 

obtain Li h 1no::r•a viewo. Finall,y he expreoood the opi nion 
• that tho provioion wi th roapoot to the pa,ment or five por oont 

i ntorut on tho oapital IIWII was not 1nol uded in the ~:~entltc1en 1 a 

asz-ee;nont between the President and Litvinotr . With regard to 

this C>Othr the Pres ident hOB stated tba t be roole the t provi­

UiOD should be Mde tor tbe payment of 1nt oroot on the oap1tal. 

IIWl! and that t he rate abould be a t leaat aa muob ae thie oov­

ero:>en\ paya r or "'one:r i t borrow a. 

For 70ur inf ormat ion and su~oe, the Proai dent teel a 

I 

yer;y etronslT that one hundred and t itty a1111on dollan ia the / 

mn~ wb!oh he oan aooept, espeoiall7 in view of the tnot thot 

tbia aua in 4ollara or present gold oont ont repreaenta onl7 

ninet:r million dollar• 1n dollara or gold oontent at the tioe 

ot oonvarao.tiona with Litvibott. 11b1le, or oourao , i t io true 

that t he toreip exohanee rete o! the dollar i n november wna 

a pproximatel;r t he aau aa that oxiat1ng ot the preaon t u,.e, it 
1a alao true tha t, it lbe sold oonten t ot the dollar had not 

boon redu~ed , t~e tore1gn ex~hanse rnt e ot the dollar would 

oertai nlT 1\GYO atrongl7 tended to <JOYI tO'II'arda the prev i 01U /!Old 

pari~ 

• 
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parit;r ot the dollar Md oonooquentl.y the Jov1et Oovernoent 

wo~ld ~7 ott its obli~~t1on , not on the basis ot the t oreien 

oxohsf18e r ato o~rrent in lloveaber, but on the bnuia ot a rote 

appr oximating the then eold parity of t he dol\ar . While Troya­

novaky baa made no ooa, ent with reapeot to the fixation ot 

Q:UOT! add1 tional interest \lll :tUCl'E at tan per oent ot the 

s t ipllnt ion or a tioe litl1t ot twen ty yosrs tor pa;roent , it ma;r 

be stated that the cni ntananoe ot these t wo prov1 uiona is oon­

sidered ot great importanoe. 

With regnrd to the interest to be po1d on the oapi tal sue, 

in vhw of t he taot tm t the GOYernoont ot the United J tates is / 

paying on i ts loono an avoraee interest rate of three point 

three per oont , an etfort oho~ld be oade to obtain the agreeoent 

of the Sovi et Governoent to a rote or at least tour per oent. 

The r opartment ot oourue will be glod to have any reoo~onda­

Uona whioh ;rou oa,y desire to make with reenrd to this or any 

other points tor s~bmia s1on to the r rooidant , and sa you bave 

often ao id it must be borne in mind t bat whatever agre~ent is 

oade oust receive the a pproval ot Conereoa . 

For ;rour further intorontion, Peek baa aooept ed preai denoy 

of T::xport- Im; ort Bnnk and at a meet1f18 of boa1..t ot trustees on 

Febru..or;r 27 at l'eek ' o IIUIL O&t - Oil Stuart wao oharc;ed with open-
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i ns ne u"' 1at1Cil W1 th ,\c tOl'J l'rith r egaJ'd ~o plaoins ot Jovid 

ordere 1n tho Un1Ud l t nt ee . He 1e ulraa4y in ooa taot wUh the 

3ov1et \nbuaador li nd "'ogdanof t. It 11 oontcplahd that theae / 
41eou.u1ona will oonUnue parelltl wit h aegot1at1 ona oonoorni ns 
the debt aottleoent , ao that when the latter ore oampl eted the 
'1anlt will bo r oa4y t o otut t~~not1on1ns. U you underet ~~:~d, 

t he Bank wi ll not atal't tunot1on1ng, ot oourae , until tho QUoa­

Uon or olai019 has b •an definitely aottled. 

!lFi( : :;!)3 
em 



"'.JJ~I'WOI.Io""" I the honor to refer to the con• er sationa 

,rF...btct3 ~ 
between the President of the United States and t ho Commie-

ear for Foreign Affaire of my Government with regard to 

tho queation of the settlement of debts &nd claims, and 

to subsequent diacueeione of tha t matter , and to inform 

you tha t ln full aot t l emont of the lndobtedneaa of 

former Government a of Ruaei& to the ~rnment of the 

" 
United States and i t s n&tiooala, e.nd of &11 cl&ima 

of nationals of tho United State• against my Oo•arn-

ment , arising prior to No•ember 11, 1933, with the 

exception of claims arising out of contracts for 

8ervi6aa, goode, supplies or material, entered into 

betwee n my Oo•ernment, <~ JLD Agent thereof, and American 

n a t l o n a 1 a, • r Government will pay to your Gov-

ernment, in currency of the United States, the aum of 

One Hundred and Fifty Willion Doll&ra ($150,000, 000. 00} , 

together with interea t , in the manner hereinalter pro•ided~ ~ 
1--v--f " L c.._~-:. ..... ·a..- Jt~ C2A ) J .. a.. 

On all credits or loana to be extended alter 

the d&te hereof to my OoYernment or &ny of i t a 

agenoiea by your oowennment , ita n&tlon&le , or any 

age no ill 
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agenci es of either, my Government wi~l pay, in addition 

to the char ges or i nterest contracted for in each par-

ticular transaction, an 84di tional sum hereinafter 

called 'add i t ional i nterest" , namely, ten (10) per centum 

per annum of the respective amount upon which the con-

tractual charge or i nterest is baaed, such add itional 

i nterest to be pa id at the same reaeeotive t i mes that 

the contractual charge or i nterest is paid. Such 

additional interest shall be paid to the Export­

Import Bank of Wa.ahington, 0. 0., or to any other 

agency or agencies your Government may designate, for 

the account of the United States Treasury, and applied 

first toward the interest on the above sum of 

One Hundred and Fifty Kill ion Dollars ($150,000,000,00), 

and thereafter to t he reduction of the pri nc i pal t hereof. 

A credit or l oan ia deemed to be extended under 

the above proviaiona upon e ither the opening of an 

irrevocable credit or the gran t i ng of a loan. 



lly Oover=ent will eubm1t to your Gover!Uient 

from time to time, as it may be requested, a aohedule 

of all credits or loans extended to it by nationale 

of your Oovern:ent. 

The eaid sum of One HUndred and Fifty Killion 

Dollars ($150,000,000. 00) shall bear interest at 

the rate of !iva (5) per centum per annum, commencing 

July 1, 1934, payable semiannually, on the firat day 

ot January and the !iret d&y of July ot each succeed-

ing year. Any interest remaining unpaid on theee 

respect ive dates shall be added to the principal and 

shall thereafter bear intereet at the eame rate per 

annua. 

The said sum ot One HUndred and Pi!ty llillion 

Doll ars (tlSO, OOO, OOO. OO) ahal l not include , but ahal l 

be in addition to , any assets that have been assigned 

or releaaed to the United Statee. 

lly OoYernment • aivea all demands and olaime of 

every oharaoter by i t or any of ite nst ionsle aga1nat 

the United Statea or any of 1te nat1onala. 
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Moscow, Easter Day, 1934. 

My dear Mr. President: 

I have not burdened you with letters because I 
know you get too many from ambassadors . But I wish 
so much that I could talk with you tonight that I 

am seizing the excuse of a couple of matters that 
cannot go into despatches to the Department in 

order to give myself the sensation that I am not 

utterly cut off from you. 

j First - a pardon, which would not only give me 
a deep personal satillfaction but also would greatly 
strengthen our posi tion in Moscow. 

George Andreytchine has been appointed by the 

Foreign Office to look out for all the wants of 

thill &lbaaay. He eaves our tempera and almost our 
lives two or three times a day. Be is one ot the 

loveliest 

'nle President, 

The White House. 

\ 
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loveliest human beings I have ever known - a sort of 

Jack Reed in L!acedonian terms. Sor.1e day he should 

be the Soviet A.o:1bassador in "lashington. !le haa boon 

a eloae friend or mine tor yeara and his reeling Cor 

the United States is deep and genuine. 

Andreytch1ne was born in 1894 in Macedonia. He 

came to America before t he war and joined tho r .w.w. 
In Auguat 1918 Judge Landia, in Chicago, sentenced 

h1m to twenty years hard labor in Leavenwor th Cor 

anti-war propaganda. He was the editor or a paper 

i n the Bulgarian language called "Worker's TboU!';ht". 

He was ~charged with any overt act. 

Andreytchlno was in Leavenworth from August 1918 

to June 1919 , when he was reloaaed on bail pending an 

appeal to tho Supreme Court of tho Uni ted Statoa . In 

April 1921 hia sentence waa confirmed by the Supreme 

Court. l'o jumped his bail and escaped to Russia . 

In 14oacow, Androytch1ne served in the Foroign 

Office and at othe r government jobs . Trotsky was hia 

intimato friend, and when Trotsky was exiled 

Andrertoh ine was imprisoned in Siberia. About two 

years ago he was released. Since then he has been ac­

quiring gradually the position to whieh hia brain and 

persona.l!,tt 
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personality entitle him. Be ia deeply anxious to be 

pardoned, and I can think of no other act which would 
coat us so little and win so much sood will here for 

you and for me . 

Quit e aside from any other considerations , 

Andreytclllne is a really fine hwnan being. It is no 
credit to our country that be was ever condemned. And 

it is fantastic that the best friend the United States 
bas in the Soviet Union should be, according to our 

laws , an escaped criminal ! If you can pardon him, I 
hope very deeply that you will . In any event will you 

let me have a line about the matter and if you pardon 
him let me havo a cable so that I can break the news 

to him? I want to see his face . r . 
Second - Uadame Litvinov is very anxious to have 

their seventeen year old son visit America this summer . 

If be should visit Troyanovsky, would you invite him to 

lunch or dine at the White P.ouse - or better still, 

could you drop me a line saying that if he should come 
ovor you would be glad to have him overnight as your 

guest? Litvinov would appreciate t his more than a dozen 
large concessions , and, as we do not intend to concede 

anything to him officially, such an invitation might pull 
a lot of chestnuts out of the fire for ua . 

Moscow 
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Moscow has turned out to be just as disagreeable 
as I anticipated. The honeymoon a tr.loaphere had evapo­
r ated coopletely before I arrived. Aa Wiley aays , 
"The Japo.neae have let us down badly. " The Russians 
are convinced that Japan w111 not attaclc thie sprina 
or summer and, as they no longer reel that they need 
our ~ediate help, their underlyina hostility to all 
capitalist countries now shows through the veneer or 
intimate friendship . \"Ia s hall have to deal w1 th them 
according to Claudel ' s to=ula of the donkey , the 
carrot, and the club. 

In addi tion to the "misunderstanding" about the 
extra i nterest on credi t s, there have been similar 
"roaunders tandtnas" about the property on which we 
expect to build our Embaaay, the obtaini ng of paper 
roubles, tho payment or consular fees in paper 
r oubles, repairs to the Embassy residence, and apart­
menta in t he office building. The only effective way 
of dealing with this general attitude, I believe, is 
to ~1nte1n the fri e ndliest possible personal relations 
with the Russians but t o let them know clearly that if 
they are unwillina to movo forward and take the carrot 
they will receive t ho c lub on the behi nd . For example, 
the next time I diacuaa the payment or debts and 

olail!ls 
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clnl.!ns wi t b Li tvinov, I shall allow him to derive the 

l.!npression t hat if the Sovie t Union does not •~sh to 

use the credits of the Import-Export Bank t he Jnpnnese 

Oovarnmen t will be eager to use the facili t ies of' t he 

Bank to finance largo purchases from certain American 

heavy industri es . 

The br ight spot in the murky slQ' is t he Embassy 

staff. Tho men· I selected in Washington have turned 

out to be both able and filled with the fines t spir i t . 

\'le have bad to have secretaries of Embassy and cler ks 

answering the front door bell and carrying furni ture, 

and they have done so as a matter of course w1 thout 

complaint . I am delighted with every man on the 

staff. 

But I am a b1 t homesick. It is a new sensation 

for me and it arises from a vary happy thing. In 

many years I have not had the sensation that I hnd a 

home, but in t his past year you and Mrs , Roosevelt 

and Miss Le Band have made me feel that I was n mem-

bor of t he family, and t he thing I miss so much is the 

afternoons and evenings w1 th you in the l'lhi te Bouse. 

I am much too fond of' you all . 

Take good care of yourself . Good luck, nnd the 

Lord be 1'11 t h you! 

Yours always , 



Dear B111t-

R181Dald LeQ'Gftft, w!w» eeDda 

• the eDOl.OHd, 1a a cUat&D~ ooaalD atr 

aiDe; waa a~ aobool with • aDd 11 a 

awhllJ Dloe fellow. Be 1a go1Dg to Bua1& 

em bulDMe blt I do DO\ ~· &ll7tblag of 

the detail• or the .ert\1 of 11&14 bu1uaa1 

1 ge~ a lot of ob"otlea QIQ\ of · 

thl ecaapa ~hd J'01l aDd L1 tTlDOT han. 

Xeep up \he good 1I0ft S 

RoD. '11111• 0. 811111 "• 
AlllrloaD w.baaQ', 
lloaocnr. 

e~r. 
I\ L• \ • -1 

f:B,. 11.rrJ 



• -
p. r... ~'-'H~ L 

f.. - rr) 

Deu Btllr-



after thla w114-e,.4 OoDgnaa goea 
baM I will .,. able to P&7 mft attaoUon to 
41apdohH aD4 fO'l lllgbt alao nl te • tbe 
real lOP-doa - wbat ~ at JCNr putt•• 
w1 ~ tbe BaHlaa foH!gD ottloe at 3 A.M.. 

• all Ilia fO'l ..a. tate oue 
ot ,......u. 

Bon. WUU.• o. Bld.lltt, 
... 11.oeD 7 , ... .,. • 
lloeoo.. 
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Personal and 
~£1 ' 11 1 

Uy dear l.lr . President: 

~oacow, Yay 18, 1934. 

I have just received a telegram from the 

secretary of State informing mo that you think it 

would be inadvisable for me to moet you in i!a1Va1i, 

I am deeply sorry that I shall not see you. 

I should liko to hear the sound of your voice and 

be with you for a few days . I don't like being so 

far away from you. 

I am sure also that I need to know your point 

of view on this Russian business , and I think it 

might be worth while for you to have a firot hand 

report from me, I have a feeling that together we 

might be able to d evise a method of settlement, I 

realize , hoiVevor, that my chief regret is simply the 
human one that I shall not see you. 

I shall, I think, have my little girl come to 

moot me by way of Leningrad -- not by way of the Far 

East 
The President, 

The l'lhite House. 
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Bast -- and shall put her in school here and plan to 

remain here without vacation until you want to see 

me. 

We are all still in cood health an« spiri ts 

but snowed under with work. Every de t ail of life 

for the entire staff has to be the subject of 

negotiations with the Foreign Office . Every detail 

w1 th regard to the building ot the new Embassy, 

also. I find that I keep going about fifteen or 

sixteen hours a day and make little progress. 

The so-called debt negotiations at the moment 

are hopel ess . Tho Soviet Union has taken an absolute­

ly decided position and will , I believe, maintain 

that position for some timo . L1tv1nov was so delight­

ed by your i nvitation to his son, which I received 

just before his departure for Geneva, that he talked 

amicably and seemed ready for concessi ons; but when 

I called on Krestinsky to attempt to obtain the con­

cessions I was met by a flat refusal even to discues 

the matter on tho basis of the Department ' s draf t 

agreement, 

The Foreign Office haG promised me a reply IVith­

in a couple or days in regard to our establishing a 

consolidated 
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consolidated Embassy and Consulate here. There is 

one point which I hope you will keep in mind in case 

this relat ively minor matter should have to be 

brought to your attention: If the Consul General 

and/or any other Consul becomes a Secretary of 

Embassy, it muot be clearly understood that his posi­

tion is no different from that of any other Secretary 

of Embassy; that he is under the orders of the 

Ambassador exactly as other Secretaries , and that 

one set of reports not separate Embassy and 

consular r eports - - go to the Department . Nothing 

could be more disastrous than to have an Embassy 

in which the Ambassador had control over only one-

half of his ~eoretaries . I believe that the estab-

lishment of a consolidated office is desirable but 

only if that office has one boss. 

No furniture for my house has yot arrived from 

the Department so that I have had to give up all 

idea of entertai ning this spring. As the Department 

has also been unable to deliver any wire screening, 

we are, however, entertaining considerable numbers 

of flies and mosquitoes . I thank God daily that I 

picked the staff so carefully. The physical discom­

forts would make life hellish if all the men were not 

such good pioneers . 

Take -
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Take good ca.re of yoursel f and don't f orge t 

that in !.loscow there is a fell ow who i s very 

fond of you, 

Yours permanently, 

J;U ~::f \ 



Moscow, June 14, 1934, 

Doar J.!r . Pres ident: 

A courier has just brou~1t your l etters of 
~ay 9 , 14, and 21 . I am deeply grateful to you 
for your letter about the Hawaiian trip . I really 
miss sooinr, you and hearing the sound of your voice . 

You mny bo sure t hat if t here obould bo 
another 3 a . m. party in tho Kremlin I will write you 
privately. I got word t'rom tho Kremlin a row days 
ago that Stalin had chided his intimates for not 
seeing more of me , They ropl1od that tho lack of 
suoh parties had boon mY fault and not theirs . They 
have all entertained me l avishly and as yet I have 
not been able to have one of them in t he bouse . 
That sort of party requires at least one door that 
can be closed and kept cl osed, and I still have tho 
privacy of the information cl erk in tho Grand 
Central Station, 

V/1 thin two weeks , however , I oxpoc t to have 
the Chancery out of my house and the dozon boys 

who 
Tho President, 

The 1'1111 to House . 
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who are boarding hero saj'oly i n the l.!okhovuya 

building. Uoroover , I hope to have a di i nc room 

table and sor.~e l1 v1ns r ooa .t'urn1 turo . I a hall 

then try to make up tor l oat t1me, 

1 will do evorything I can, of courao, to 

help your cousin Leaycrart. 

Pair rlnda and a smooth aea to you both for 

your I!o.wa11an trip and theroaj'ter. 

Youra affec t i onately, 



.mg.t 14, l 
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Me:rl- lrllbue)' • ... _. 
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Uoscow, September 8 , 1934, 

Dear Mr. President: 

I was deli !.ted to cot your letter of Aueus t 
14, and avon moro to ge t tha t cable. ~ Ood , 
I shall see you all aga i n before Chris tmas , 

I am sorry that the 5tete Departlnent was not 
able to got anywhere with Troyanovaky, I hoped that 
a dlecuaalon or speci f ic trade deals might lead to 
a so ttle:::ent, 

Tho answer , I ti:J.nk, is t hat the Russians have 
had so much success lately that they are feel ing ox­
eoedi n{lly cocky, Tho harvest, which at one t 11!1e looked 
cataotrophie , wns so revived by conti nuous r~ina that 
1 t will be good, and the Rusdans are convi nced t hat 
if tho Eas tern Locarno should rail, Franco and Czecho­
s l ovakia will at oneo en ter an alliance with tho Soviet 
Union, The Government , ~Joroforo , foela t ha t its bnck 
will be protected by Prance fron attacks by ei ther 

Poland 

The Honorable 

Franltlln D. Rooaevel t , 

President or the United States , 
The 1fh1 to IIouso, 
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Poland or Ger~any in case J apan should decide to 
eo after the maritime provinces. 

Purt.1ormoro, the Government be lieves that Jnpa.n 
wil l not &ttaok either this autumn or next apr1ns and 
t :1at by next aumrniJr the Red Army 1n the Far Eas t will 
be so strong that J apan .vill not dariJ to at tack. 

The ma intenance of really friendly and intimate 
riJl&tiona nth ua , thoroforo , see- s to the R••ssians 
much les:J important than 1 t did when Li tvinov was 1n 
Washington. I f a Japanese nttaek ahould again seem 
11koly, or lf we s hould begin t o develop any sort of a 
real under a tanding with J apan, it would not tako tho 
Sov1.ot Gover nment very lonG to discover that our de:nands 
with regard to debts and claims we r o most rea sonable . 

I cannot tell you how glad I shall be to seo you. 
Th-ia placo is fun but I often wish I were with you 

i n Wos!llngton. Good l uck t ill we meet and a lar~:e 
embrace to tho en tire l'lhi to House. 

Yours permanently, 



Odessa , 0. S. S. R., August 18, 1934. 

Dear Mr. President 1 

I waa absolutely delighted b7 that speech of yours 

1n Wisconsin. It ID8de me •ant aore than ever to have a 

talk with ;you. Even at this distance I can not keep 1111 

aind off the prob1ea you are facing at h011e . 

Kore powor to your good righ t arm and good l uck l 

Yours affec t i ooately , 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the united States of Americ~ , 

The Whi te House , 

laahingtan, D. c. 

, 
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Personal and 
Cgptiijsgtinl 

Dear Wr. President: 

7 ) 
/ 

woacow , June 3 , 1935 . 

Now that I have returned to the status which 

Queen Victoria used to refer to as that or a 

"common Duke", I think I ought to give you an 

account or my experiences during my elevation to 

the rank or your Special Representative. 

To get to Pilsudaki's funeral on time was 

not easy . I received the Secretar y's telegram 

Thursday morning (May 16) and had to be in the 

church in Warsaw at nine on Friday morning and 

there were no regular trains or pl anes available . 

I got a plane and flew rrom wosoow to Minsk , noting 

with stupefaction t he improvement in conditions 

throughout White Russia, The fie l ds were extra­

ordinarily well-planted and there were hundreds or 

new apple orchards beautifully t ended, each tree with 

ita 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United States of America , 

The White House, 

Washington , 
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i ts t runk neatly whi te11ashed . Minsk , the t r aditional 

garbage he ap of the Jewish pale , was clean and con­

tained one enormous Government office building which 

would not have been out or place in Wash ing~on. The 

repor t s t hat my plane had a crash in Minsk were a 

pure invention. The f l i ght was as easy and comfort­

able as could be . I then crossed the fronti e r by 

t r a in and the Poles had ITaiting f or me Pilsudski • s 

private car which t hey hooked on to a train t hat got 

to Warsaw an hour before the ceremonies began . 

The Polish Government was obviously delighted 

that you shoul d have sent a Speci al Repre sentative, 

(only Crosby, our Charg~ d'Affai res seemed somewhat 

muffed) , and went out of its 'May to plac!' me at t he 

top of the proces sion by using a pleasant twist or 

the French diplomatic alphabet. I was the represen­

tative of "Amerique, Etats- Unis de" , and not "Etats ­

Unis de Amerique~" That put me Cor all t he ceremoni es 

next to Goering who , as r epresentative or "Allemagne", 

had place No . 1. 

Goering swept into the Warsaw cathedral late as 

if he were a German tenor playing Siegfri ed. He 

has t he usual German tenor propor t ions. He is at 

least 
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l eaat a yard across the bottom aa the crow tliea~ 

I n an at t empt t o ge t hie shoul ders out as r ar aa 
hie hips be wear e two inches or padding extending 

each one. I t i a uaoleaa . The shoulder s just won• t 

go tha t far. He i s near ly a yard f rom rear to um­
bilicus , and aa he i a not even aa tall aa I a. and 

enoaaea h~elf ln a glove- t i ght uniform, the e ffect 
is novel. He mus t carry wl.tn him a personal beaut y 

a t tondant aa his fingera , which are almost na thick 

aa the y are abor t , car ry long-pointed , carefully 
enwoelled nails a nd his pink complexion shows eve r y 

sign or dai l y attention . Hls eyes pop wildly aa i f 

be were e ither &uttering from a glandu.lar derangement 
or s t ill .t aking cocaine. His lipa are as thin aa 

t nose of an infant. ~en be was 250 pound& liGhter 
he mua t have bean a blond beauty or the coat un­

pleasant sort. He is r eally tne moat appalling r e­
presentative or a nation tha t I have eve r l a id eyes 

on. Re aade ce r eel tha t the Germans will achie ve 
nothing but a aeries or na t ional diaaaters until they 
ceaae to t ake the Niebalunsenliod s er iously. 

Goer ing atole tho ahow from the aomen t he enter ed 
tho cat hedral, and it became not Pi laudski' a fune ral 

but ooer i ng' a uren t firat-act ent rance. Thr oushout 

the 
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the march rrou the cathedral to the aviation tiel4 

three houra in a drizzling rain -- I walke4 behind 

tho young Siegfried who struck poses everytice a 

ov.mera appoare4. 

The crowds that lined the streets were impres­

sive . They were absolutely silent and did not even 

stir. At the field the troops marched past the 

cortin t o tho beat or o druu. The silence was cora 

lopreaaive than any cusic. That nigh t we took the 

train for Cracow. and the next day the narch was re­

peated, endinG at the Tlawel, the old hill castle of 

the Polish kings. The Catholic Church did itself 

proud by putting on a really beautiful service . It 

waa rather long, however, and GoerinG went t o aleep. 

Afterward, President Uoaci~i held a recepti on 

ror the representatives or the various nations und 

asked me to thank you paraonally tor having sent a 

Special Representative for the occasi on . Tile next 

day I bad luncheon at the Potocki' a with Petain. lle 

and Laval had been treated tbrougbout as 1t they were 

unwe lcome cousins rroc the country and Laval waa sore; 

but the old man was in great form. He is seventy-nine 

but after luncheon he kept a crowd of about thirty 

persorw 
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persons in screams of laughter for a hulf hour 

with an account of his attempts to avoid ioe water 

on his visit to the United States during prohibition . 

As Vienna is onl y two and one-half hours by 

plane from Cracow, I thought I might as 11ell fly down 

and consult a decent doctor and did so. My l ast 

Cracow view was of a regiment turned out to do the 

honors as I got into the plane. 

The visit to Vienna was a colossal suecess. 

Professor Luger spotted the difficulty innediately. 

It appears that the streptoooccus is now entirely 

out of my body but that i t took with i t about one-half 

the sugar in my blood. The r esul t T/as t hat my blood 

pressure when I reached Vienna was exactly one hundred, 

t ha t of a new-bor n babe '. Hence the exhaustion . 

It is difficult to be l ieve, but four days of 

sunlight and pl enty of chocolate in Vienna raised my 

blood pressure from 100 to 130 and I returned to 

Warsaw feeling quite al ive. 

Whe n I was in Vienna I saw Schuschnigg and 
[W..Q.,~~~ 

Bergner-Walldeck, ~he Foreign Mi nister, and scores or 

Austrians whom I h11ve known ror year a. l!essersmi th 

arrived jus t before I did and I had a number or l ong 

tal !<a 
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talks ~ith hin. The moa t interesting convereotion 

I had was with an old frie nd of mine who ror aone 

years baa bee n one or t he secret leaders or the 

Austr ian Nazia . Be oontlroed everything ~ich I 

goth~red trom our own representatives and all the 

Viennese wi t h wbom I talked. 

No one in Austria really likes the proeent 

Government , Schuscbn1sg i s a colorless , bloodless , 

young man who reseoblea a tight-lipped young priest 

in civ ilian clothing. He wears a gold erose hanging 

trom one button bole and the old Creek sign ror 

1eaus Christ in the other . On a emall table Jus t 

in front or bia desk 1 t one! a a l orre cr ucifix wHb 

a sil ver Christ and two cunclles , Be is the re-

\ presentat ive or the Catholic Churoh and doea nothing 

wi thout consulting Cardinal Innitzer . That neans 

that he will do nothinn especial ly fool ish but also 

that he can not catch the imagination or o notion 

in the twent~h century . 1 
LW~~~~"'~ 

Bergner-Walldeck, the Foreign Minister, ia an 

orderly bureaucrat who reminded me or Burian, the 

tirat Austr ian Fore icn Minister I ever saw at that 

deek 
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desk in the Bnll houe . 

In addition to tho support or t he Catholic 
Church the Government baa tho support or the laws 
or Vienna , i ncluding the bankers who are scared to 
death or a Nazi CoTernmont . ~loreover, the remnants 
or the Chr1et1an-sooialiat Party which used t o con­
trol all the rarcera or tho country gives a lukowarc 
support. 

St~oaberg doesn't like Schuachnigg ouch but 
ia not inclined to clash with him 1cmed1ately. Stah­
roaborg, it appears, baa not boon taking hie politlcs 
too seriously lately and has been devoting hie lar ger 
ene rgies to a aeries or charming young ladies. Schuach­
nigg ia frankly a monarchist. I asked him when he 
t hought the Enperor would return and he replied t hat 
the matter bud not yet cone up in serious form, that 
it might be twenty years, that it n1&ht be in ten years, 
and it might be in one. Stahreaberg is not too anxious 
to have the Hapsburgs return, AD old friend of cine 
t old me that be bad been talking with Stahreaberg on 
this subject a r ew days before my arriTal and Stahrea­
berg had said, "Why should I or Auetr1a want to have 
the nouveau riche Hapsburgs back again? ~y people 

were 
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were good enourb to defend Austria t or centuries 

before the Hapsburgs were ever hoard of." The spirit 

or the Philade lphia Club is also international. 

The financial situation in Austria hae im­

proved out or all reason and the gener a l economic 
situation ia improving. The Nazi boss whom I have 
kno~n so well in the past that I reel able to vouch 
tor the sincerity or the statement, stated that he 

did not anticipate any Nazi putach this a umce r or 

t or a • very long time therearter.• He said that 

all the public leaders or the Nazis wer e eithor in 
jail or beyond the frontiers, that all the Nazi 

centers had been soashed, t ha t Hitler was oe nding 

raw funds , only enough t o keep t ocether small nuclei, 
and that t he Government at t he moment had ull the 

cannons and oaehine guns, the decis i ve ractors. 

Temporarily, therefore, the Austrian structure seeca 
secure although it would collapse at a no~nt•s notice 

it any of the supporting beams should be withdr awn. 
I t ~ussoli.ni withdrawa his suppor t , it will surely go . 

It St~eaberg should ge t r eally ongry with Schuschnigg 
ther e would, or courae, be a collapae, but 1! tbe 

p resent plank• in the structure hans tobeth6r there 

ia 
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ia no chance or the Coverncent be ing overthrown 

by a Na~i explosion. I was much surprised to 

r each this concl us ion ae all the newa I had received 

here and in War saw had led me to believe that the 

position or tbo Austrian Government was threa tened 

by internal Na~i explosion. Incidentally, ~easor­

acl tb holds t be sane opini on that I do and he 1a 

no f ool. 

When I returned to Warsaw I had l unch alone 

wl. th Beck and his wife . The lndy, who is " chnrMOr , 

left us I.J:U'ledin t ely e.r tor t hu meal and wo had e. rood 

talk. From Beck and from many ot her pe rsons l.n Polond 

I go t tho following bi ta ot' lnfor!'llltlon: Before Pil­

audakl ' s death it had been arranged t hat as soon as 

t he new constlt~tion, which e lves di ctator i al powers 

to the President, should t ake effect , Mosciakl, who 

is now Pr esident, should resign and be replaced by 

one or Pilaudaki' s ohler assistants . Pilsudokl had 

not ind l.coted which one he would choose but t he 

general opinion vas that 1 t would be General (!yd?.~ 
~cl.gly, now Inspector General or the Pol i sh Army. 

I waa told on cood authority that Just befor e Pll­

audaki' a funeral , \Ryd;q went to Llosoiskl a nd 

asked 



aaked him ho• soon he intended t o res ign and Alos ­

ciski replied that he would be glad to consider 

the question of his resi~nution at the end of his 

presidential term, t o wi t: in 1940~ Mosciski is 

a savant and has some knowledge of economic matters 

but is a mild old gentleman -- about the l est man 

that one should pick us a dictator . The question 

agitating everyone in WarsaJI i s whether !{tzd~ 
and the generals, Beck and the colonels , Prya tor 

and the pol iticians, Jlill attempt to overthrow Mos­

eiski and start a battle royal for t he dictatorship . 

My own guess is that nothing of tbe kind will happen 

for so.oe time ot l east, The Poles are since re 

patriots and unl ess L!oscia ki should collapse physic­

ally or make some big cistokes, I th i nk that Beck , 

Rydz-Smigly, nnd t he rent wil l be con t ent t o work 

under and through him. Beck assured me that this 

would happen and so did many others . 

I am more convinced than ever that there i s no 

secret agreement bo tween Pol and and Cermany. The 

Polish Army is definitely anti-German and I can not 

find in Beck a t r ace or real pro- Gernanism. His 

wbole policy is based on the de ter mination never to 

allow 
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allow tho root or a Cercan or Russian aol4ier to 
be »laced on Polish soil and never to permit uir­
planea or oi tiler power to rly over Pollah ,;errHory. 
That ia not pro~ormaniam but plain cocmon sense. 

I said this to Litvlnov when we travolle4 
together rroc Warsaw to Woscow. (Incidentally, 
our lnto euaa t in ?lashing ton waa cost utrable and 
invited no to join hta in his private oar for tho 
trip, which I did.) Litvinov replied that whllo 
be agreed that thoro was no written agreenent be­
tween Poland and Cormany he believed that Bock's 
unwillingness to enter into a pact or cutual aa­
siatanco with tho Soviet Union w~a based on tho 
hope that within the next rew years Japun would 
attnck tho Soviet Union unci tha t Poland would then 
be able to annex aoc tiona or the 11Ju·aine and alao 
would participate in a joint German-Hunr,uriun-Polish 
docolltion or Czechoslovakia. That aoor~ to co pure 
Bolshevik propaganda . Aa Litvlnov and I wore in 
tho same car we talked ror cany hours about everything 
in heaven and earth a nd wero f inally reduced to 
playing a Ruaaian card gace , tile central roature or 
which h a cork in tho nlddlo or the table which , 

one 
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one tr i es to slap bafor•e ore' a opponent . 

Litvinov is a quick slapper. 

I wi sh I could transfer myself to ';/ash i lltl ton 

by radio for an eveni ng of talk wi th you. A volume 

of t ypewriting would be needed t o cove r all I have 

to tell you. And I would like to hear your voice 

again. 

Good luck and eve r y good wish . 

Yours Ill way a, 



~n<-.>, f-~ I, lq S< 

~A CIA L ----c: ···-·L~ .:r-

- -



Personal and 
Cesttl1 art3e1, 

Dear Mr. President: 

I''H 1 ...... .; •• (B,. 11, rr J 

Moscow, July 15, 1935. 

This letter should reach you before the issue 

raised by the impending congress of the Third Inter­

national in Moscow becomes acute. As I cannot have 

a talk with you, I am going to bore you by writi ng 

you what I would say if I were nth you in the White 

House. 

I am engaged i n attempting to keep the congress 

of f the subject of the u. s. A. by exuding gloom and 

expressing my personal opinion that the oongress may 

produce the severance of diplomatic relations. I 

think I shall be successful in reducing somewhat the 

activities of the congress with r espect to the United 

States but have almost no hope that I can forestall 

violation, at least technical, of the lut article 

of Litvinov 1a propaganda pledge to you. 

Some 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United Statea of America, 

• 
The White House • 
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Some people in Washington will doubtless want 

to break relatione even ir the violation is merely 

technical~ but I can hear you roar rl th laughter 

over the idea or breaking relations on the basis 

or a mere technical violation of Litvinov's pledge. 

Indeed, 1r the Soviet Government should lean over 

backwards to avoid ofrending the United States, I 

suppose that you will wish to ignore the congl'eu 

altogether. If the violation sho~d be merely 

technical and U you should feel that we cannot 

ignore it, I think we should confine our action to 

an oral protest by me to Litvinov, a s1lllultaneou.s 

withdrawal of the exequaturs of the Soviet Consuls 

in New York and San Francisco a.nd a tigbteni.ng of 

our liberal policy of giving visas to the United 

States to Soviet officials. 

If we should take these steps the Soviet Gov­

ernment would retaliate by making the position of 

this Embassy as difficult aa possible and might 

very well preten.d that our reluctance to issue visas 

makes it impos sible for the Soviet Government to 

carry out ita intention to purchase thirty million 

dollar a 



- 3 -

dollars worth of goode in the United States th1a 

Tear. And I shall probablT get no news at all from 

Litvinov or anT oommuniat tor soma time. 

It the violation should be not technical but 

gross and insulting, I auapect that TOU will feel 

obliged to break relations. It we ahould not, the 

Soviet Government would be convinced that it could 

break its pledgee with impunity and would feel tree 

to direct activelT the American communist movement. 

The results of a break i n relatione, I t hink, would 

be, (1) Reduction of Soviet purchaaes in the United 

States; (2) A long period without relations, since, 

it we break on the ground that the Soviet Government 

ha• not kept its pledgee, it will be moat difficult 

later to say that we consider ita pledgee trustworthT; 

(3) The lose of an obseryation post in MoscowJ <•> 
An increased chance that Japan will attack the Soviet 

Union; (5) A considerable decrease in the prestige 

ot the Soviet Union and a weakening of its present 

ascending influence. 

(ParentheticallT, i t occurs to me that if we 

break with the Soviet Union it would be a pleasant 

gesture 
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gea ture to aak the Finns to take charge of o= 

interests here. We could not trust any great 

power. The Pinna have more influence than the 

Norwegians or t he representatives of any other 

minor power. And they paid t heir debts.) 

If the violation should fall between the two 

extremes and be neither technical nor groaa and in­

sulting (and I think it will tall between the ex­

tremes) it will be most difficult to decide what to 

do. 

Whatever we do, we should do promptly - instan­

taneously, if possible. I think we should avoid at 

all coats the usual practice of writing a large pon­

tifical note of protest which the Soviet Government 

will answer b7 a larger, more pontifical and intensely 
../ 

insulting note. I t will probably break the heart of 

Mr. Ralph Hill, the State Department's leading pundit, 

who loves to find technical violations and to set 

them forth in legal phraaeologyJ but I think it ia in 

OU1' national interest that his heart, if neceaaar:f, 

should be broken. We shall get no satisfaction by 

the notes n wr1 te and shall m.erely become a target 

tor 
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tor the sort of ripe tomatoes that the Bolsheviks 

throw with geniua. 

The int ernal pol1 tical reaction in the United 

States to the Communist congress will also have 

to be considered. About that I shall know nothing. 

If we want to do something abort ot breaking 

relations, I believe that our protest should be oral 

and should be accompanied b:y various actions. We 

might cancel the exequatur• of the Soviet ooneula 

1n the United States, withdraw our Kilitar:y Attsch6 

in Moscow, indicate to the Soviet Government that 

the soviet Militar:y and Naval Attach~s in Washington 

are no longer welcome, withdraw our Counselor ot 

Embus:y 1n ltoacow, praoticall:y e11m1nate the ia:su1ng 

ot visas to Soviet ottloials, and show extreme trig­

idit:y all along the line. 

The gesture ot cancelling consular exequatura 

would not be as empt:y as it might appear. It is the 

practice not onl:y ot the Soviet Government, but also 

the British Government and the governments ot all 

Buropean countries to run their illegal activities 

not through t heir Bmbasaiea but through their con­

aula tee and our Government could explain that, in 

view 
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view or the Soviet Government ' s disinclination to 

respect ita pledgee with regard to propaganda, we 

cannot have consular representatives ot the Soviet 

Government at l arge in the United States . 

I hope most heartily that all this may blow 

over and that our relatione may continue. The Soviet 

Union 1e quite lllcely to become invol ved in war, 

both in the Far Bast and in Europe, during the next 

t ew years and it seems honestly desirable to have 

diplomatic representation here. 

I apologize tor this aolemn screed. You will 

know exactly what to do without advice. In a tew 

minutes I shall write Judge Moore the above solem­

nities. 

Every possible good wieh to you all. 

Yours atreotionately, 
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Dear 11111-
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Moscow, August 31 1935, 

Dear Mr. President: 

I wish I could be in the White House with 

you this evening to talk about the Congress or the 

Communist Internati onal and several thousand other 

subjects, 

The emotions of the Congress in deciding to 

cooperate with the Socialists and bourgeois Democrats 

in a fight against Fascism are, of course, on all 

fours with the emotions of the tiger when he went 

out for that historic ride with the young lady or 

Niger. The Communists reel sure they will come 

back from the ride with the Socialists and Democrats 

inside, 

As I have no knowledge of the reacti on or 

American pUblic opi.nion or your own feelings , and 

aa I wrote you solemnly on July 15, 1935, I shall 

await a word from you before again bursting into 

song, 

The Honorable 

Franklin D, Roosevelt, 

President of the Uni ted States , 

The White House , 

Wuhington. 

/ 
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song. 

I shall not, however, spare rou two strange 

bits or news. 

Justi ce Van Devanter lunched with me a rew 

da71 ago, We had a delightf ul conversation in the 

courae or which, although he was care!'ul not to 
tell tales out o!' school, he indicated apropos o!' 

the T. V, A. that, while he consider.d it con­

stitutional for tbe Government to sell electricit7 

which might be generated from dams erected to 1m­

prove navigation, he considered it unconstitutional 

!'or the Federal Government to sell electrioitr gen­

erated b7 a dam built tor the speoi!'ic purpose or 

generating and selling eleotrioit7l 

I asked him i !' he did not teel that the 

present l ine ot the Supreme Court would prevent the 

Federal Government !'rom exercising adequate control 
over internal &!'!'airs and leave the great banks o!' 

New York the onl7 roroee able to exercise power on 

a nation- wide eoale, He r eplied that that would 

be true i !' it were not tor the power ot tho Govern­
ment over taxation and finance, Be eaid that he 

felt 
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felt the Government could constitutionally do all 

the controlling necessary under the same constitutional 

powers which had enabled it to set up t he old system 

of national banks. 

Personally , I don't see much sense 1n this 

remark; but you may, and I pass this along to you 

brie.fly merely as an interesting indication of the 

thoughts which may be flowering among those nine 

sweet old gentlemen. 

Aside from his ideas , Van Devanter is entirely 

charming. 

The other bit of news which will, I think, raise 

your hair as high as it raised what remains of mine, 

was the discovery of the tact that our con.fidential 

despatches, letters, and even moat secret cipher 

tables of our confidential codes are being sent to 

Riga by a pouch that goes calmly through the open 

mail via Nazi OermanyJ 

The duplication of seals has certainly not 

become a loa t art 1n Germany s ince the World War 

and I think we may assume safely that the Germans 

now have all our confidential codes except t he special 

one I have i n Moscow. 

You 
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You will remember that I spoke to :you s ome 

months ago about the Department ' s habit of sending 
cipher tables in t he open mail and that we tried then 
to have the practise stopped. 

However, the administration ot t he Department 
ot State baa been tor so man:r :years i n the hands 
of people who are without knowledge of the world 
or comprehenaion ot human guile that I feel that it 
Will be impossible to handle secret mat ters in a 
secret wa:y until 70u decide that a 1935 Foreign 
Service is just as essential aa a 1935 fleet and 
ordain a ful l r eorganization and reconstruction, on 
the eolid ground that a Merrimac- Monitor Department 
and Foreign Service, i n 1935, is danger oua . It is. 

Incidentall:y, 1t the Bolshev1lca should become 
so violent bef ore thie Congress is over that :you decide 
to break relati ons, please let me have a pereonal and 
strictl:y confidential i ntimati on well i n advance eo 
that I can sand out or tbe countr7 b7 courier our code 
books , confidential deapatcbee, and telegrame before 
our Soviet friends grab them. Tbe:y are entirel:y 

capable 
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capable of behavi.ng like Bolahevlka. 

God bleee you and good luok, and apologies 

for putting so much unpleasantness in one letter. 

Yours affectionately, 

-----

-
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t 
Moscow, October 27, 1935. 

Personu . 

Dear Mr. President : 

As I shall follow this letter i n about 
a month I shall preserve news and words of 
wisdom for personu delivery. Anyhow, you 
don 't seem to need either . I t hink your 
handling of the Abyssinian matter has been 
masterly and I like j ust as well everything 
else you 've done . 

I want to thank you, however , for your 
l as t letter and to l et you know that I seem 
to be thoroughly out of the streptococcus 
woods . The couple of weeks I had in the 
sun at Ragusa and Capri made me feel won­
derfully well. I suspect that the answer 
to the whole thing is that one should not 
attempt to recover from a streptococcua 
infection in an entirely sunless spot like 
Moscow. 

On my way back t o Uoscow I talked with 
Breck Long, Messersmith, Dodd, and Cudahy. 
The latter is still crazy to go to I r eland. 
Don ' t forget him i f the old sod opens a gain. 

I hope you had as good a trip as I 
did. When I see you I shall tell you about 

a 

The Honorable 
Frankl in D. Roosevel t , 

Pres ident of the United St ates of America, 
The White House , 

Washington. 
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a seafaring town named Ragusa, which was 
an independent republic ror 1240 yonrs . 
Do you, as an ancient marinor , know the 
derivation of the English word ar~osy? 
If not, I shall tell you thnt andmuch more 
on December 10. 

'!he Lord be w1 th you until I arrive. 

Yours affectionately, 

J', l\ 
• 



Personal and 
...Ueftlllanilai--

Dear Mr . President ! 

,"'> ... 1- • \ .. \ ""-

Moscow, March '• 1936. 

Roy Howard has just blown through Moscow 
like a healthy wind and I hope that when he calla on you i n Washington you will tell htm What a great little fellow he ia . 

Before he arrived I had arranged tor him to interview Stalin and on the night or hie 
arrival he was given a dinner by Doletsky, the head of TASS, at Which a lot of prominent Bol­sheviks were present . When he rose to reply 
to a toast he made a speech which was so perfect that it might have been made by yourself. 

This is the first time within ~ knowledge that any prominent American has talked like an American to the Bolsheviks . The usual run or 
business men who come here think that they will get somewhere by licking the Bolshevik boots. Howard, on the contrary, told the Bolsheviks 
that while there had been no country in the world that had regarded their experiment with more 
sympathy than the United States, t h ey could not expect our friendship so long aa they continued to interfere in our internal affairs. He did 
it politely and beautitull;r and it wOUld have dona you good to have seen the shocked axprea­aions on the raoea of the more fanatical Bol­
ahevike -- like Radek and that filthy little aquirt, Umansky, who is about to go to America 
to replace Skvirek;r. 

In 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United States of America, 
The White House , 

Washington. 
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In the course ot Howard's conversation with Stalin, which lasted three and one- halt hours , he told the Dictator that he was certain , as a newspaper man, t hat any repetiti on ot Soviet interference i n American i nt ernal affairs would produce a break in diplomatic relations . Umansky was interpreting and Howard said that when Umansky had to translate that remark his tace looked • l ike a spanked baby'• butt. • 
Howard 1a really a great f ellow and it pleased me immensely to dlaoover that his support ot you was based on real friendship . 

Incidentally, Howard would make a startling but superb Ambassador ot the United stat es to Great Britai n . The King, at l east , would love 
him. You will recall the King's thrice repeated remark to me (apropos ot Atherton) about his wish to see America represented in London by Americans , not imitation Englishmen. 

The chief excitement ot the week in Moscow, however, was not provided by Howard but by the Tokyo assassins. As I cabled the Department, the Bolsheviks were at first extremely appre­hensive , tearing that General Mazaki was about to achieve control or the government and that a vigorous advance into Outer Mongolia would fol­low his appointment. As soon as the Bolsheviks discovered that Prince Sa1onji had advised tho Emperor to treat the mut i neers with the greatest severity possible and that i t was improbable that the government would fall into the hands or the extreme militarists, t hey calmed down and began to feel that the mutiny had been a very good thing tor the Soviet Union. Their belief now il that the muti neer• destroyed Whatever respect might still exist 1n foreign countries tor the Japanese Government , made Japan ridiculous by killing Okada '• brother- in- law i nstead of Okada, and created such a condition ot internal t ensi on in J apan that it would not be possible for Japan to follow any etrong policy for some time . 

I 

• 
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I relt eure that Stalin's readiness to 

receive Howard was not due primarily to any 
love ror my beautiful eyes or hie desire to 
improve relatione with the United States, but 
because he wished to make an announcement about 
Outer Mongolia , I told Howard that berore he 
saw Stalin and Howard aelced the appropriate 
question. stalin came out with the blunt an­
nouncement tbat the Soviet Union would fight 
if the Japanese ehould invade Outer llongol1a . 

The Bolshevike at the moment are extremely 
confident about their position in the world. 
Their moat recent information rrom Paris indic­
ates that the Pranco- Soviet Pact will be rat i ­
fied by the French Senate . The Soviet- Czech 
Pact which, as you know, does not come into er­
rect until the Franco-Soviet Pact has been rati­
ried will then exist also; and they expect 
confidently that a Soviet- Rumanian Pact Will then 
be concluded. 

I have got to the bottom or the delay in 
the conclusion of the Soviet-Rumanian Pact . There 
i1 no serious dispute ; but both Titulescu and 
Litvinov are oriental bargainers of the Levantine­
rug- vendor type and each one fools it is his duty 
to haggle until the cueta.er leaves the shop. They 
understand each other perfectly, however! and each 
one knows that t he rug is going to be so d, 

The Bolshevi ke are still engaged in talking 
about the imminence or German aggression against 
the Soviet Union, and their present disposal or 
their military forces on the western rrontier gives 
a clear indication or the lin e or German advance 
they rear, I have been inrormed moat confidentially 
that they have now e1xteen Ill v1a1ona in the Kiev­
Odessa military diatriot ; that is to say, t he Ru­
manian border; six in the White Russian district 
and only three in the Leningrad area. 

There ar e , in addition a1x d1viaiona in 
the triangle, lloacow- K1ev- Kharkov, ror support or 
the sixteen that are closer to the Rumanian border . 

Thia 
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Thil diatribution of torcea indicates 

clearly that the Council of Peoples Commiaaara 
ia of the opinion that if German attack is to 
be expected it ie to be expected by way of the 
line Ccaohoalovakia, Bungarr and Rumania . 

I can not find anyone in Moscow who be­
lieves any longer that the Germane may trr to 
march on the Soviet Union by way of Lithuania 
and Latvia although Stalin made a remark about 
attack via the Baltic States to Howard. In that 
region the railroad communications would be eo 
poor and the front eo narrow that it would be 
impoaaible tor the Germans to maneuver any great 
force . In order to deploy, it would be necessary 
tor the Germane to follow the classic route of 
invasion via Vilna. As Vilna is in the hands 
ot the Polee and as Pileudeki had the political 
cleverness to have hie heart buried there , it is 
almost impossible for the Poles to let the Germans 
through by that route . 

German communications to Rumania via Cceoho­
slovakia, even if Auatria were included, would be 
ao inadequate that it would bo moat difficult for 
them to maintain a big army on the Rumanian frontier 
ot Russia unless they had permiaaion of the Poleo 
to uae the main line which runs tram Breelau 
through Cracow and Lemberg. 

It is, therefore, clear that unleaa the Germane 
have the cooperati on of tho Poles they can not 
make an attack on the Soviet Union with any hopes 
ot auooeee . I am absolutely convinced that the 
Poles today will not permit the Germane to send 
an army through Poland. This Polish attitude 
might conceivably change if the Germane should be 
able to annex Austria and overwhelm Ccechoalovakia1 but I believe that even 1n that oase the Poles would 
refuse to allow the foot ot a German soldier t o be 
placed on Polish soil . They would be damned tools 
if they did allow that and they are no longer auoh 
1d1ota as they were 1n the 18th centu17. 
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The Boleheviks will continue t o emit l oud 
cr i es about the J apanese and German m1litarieta 
but i n reality they will have little to fear 
unless eome incident changes the internat i onal 
situation . 

As I said to you in Washingt on, we are , 
in my opinion, back where wo wore before 1914 
when tho familiar and t rue remark was, "Peaoo 
is at the mercy or an incident . " The recent 
Japanese incident might have touched off war . 
It appears1 on the contrary, to have strengthened 
t he possibllity of peace ; but a new incident i n 
Europe or Asia can loose t bo whirlwind. 

I wae delighted by your proposal for an 
Inter- American Conference . There is constructive 
work to bo dono 1n the Amerioaa but there ia 
little that we can do in the rest of t ho world 
except get ourselves mixed up i n a hopeless meso . 

Bef ore you got this l etter I hope I shall 
have received that wire from you. In any event, 
the Lord be with you and good luok. 

Yours affectionately, 
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