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LI EMORA N DU!J 

King Ibn Saud 

April 16, 1941 

ot saud~abia ~ormerly depended largely 

on t he revenue from the pilgrimage and c ustoms duties to finance 

his government . Due to t he war , this r evonue has been reduced to 

a negligible amount , 

The only economic resources ot any substantial val ue or 

Saudi Arabia are its oi l r esources, the development or which has 

been seriously interfered with on account ot the vmr. 

The King has privately expressed himself , and we believe 

sincerely, ae strongl y pro- Ally. No other man in the Arab coun­

t ries , nor among Mosl ems the world over , commands prestige equa l 

to his . In order t o feed and maintain control of his people, which 

is essential t o maintain Ilia prest ige in the Arab worl d elsewhere 

and to prepare , even in a moderate way, f or equipping his own sol-

will r equire $10 , 600 , 000 

and he recently demanded 

Company supply him with 

diers !~service , he est imat es that he 

per ann until the emergency has passed 
~ 

t hat the California Arabian Standard Oil 

$6 , 000 , 000 during the year 1941 . In addition to this , t he Brit i s 

have pr omised him 400, 000 pounds sterl ing during 1941, which he 

hopes t o increas e to 900, 000 pounds . 

Based on the best information which we have been ab l e to 

obtain, it is our opinion that the King ' s estimate of $10 , 000 ,000 

tor this year is moderate and close to a minimum figure for essen-

tial expendi tures . 

I 
/ 
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The California Arabian Standard Oil Company owns an oil 

concession in Ar abia consis t ing of approximately 162 , 000, 000 

acres and embracing all the probable oil territory of the countr y . 

Th i s area i s approximately equal in size to t he states of Califor­

nia and Oregon . The original concession was a cquired ln 193.3 and 

r uns t o 1993 ; t he r emaining area was acquired i n 1939 and runs un­

til 1999 . T~ company is or American nat ionalit y and 50% is 

~wned by the Standard Oil Company or California and 50% by The 

Texas Corpora tion. These two companies between them have approx-

imately 160,000 American s tockholders , 

The deve l opment work commenced in 19.33 and to date t he 

con~any has d i scover ed on t hree struc tures an est imated 750, 000,000 

barrels of cr uds oi l reserves and there are many~ther s t ructures 

of considerable promise on this concession. The Ca~bian St an­

dard Oil Company bas so fa r spent approximately $27 , 500, 000 on this 

development . I n addition, the company has advanced to the King 

against future royalties $6, 800, 000, It has now come t o a point 

wher e it i s impossible tor the company to continue the gr ovring 

burden and responsibility of fi nancing an independent country, 

particularly under present abnormal conditions . However , the King 

is desperate . He has t old us that unless necessary financial 

assistance is immedi ately forthcoming, he has grave rears tor the 

stabi lity of his count ry. 

j 
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PROPOSAL 

l. We propose that tho United States Government purchase fro~ the 
Saudi Arabia Government finished petroleum products t o the value of 
ai x ~llion dollars annually tor a period or five years . 

2 , The ColiiPany will contract with the King to produce , mnutacture 
and load such products tor his account at a Persian Gulf port. J . The King will waive royalty on an amount of crude oil corres; 
ding at current royalty rate to $6 ,ooo,ooo. 

4, The products t aken under this arrangement , except that taken 
tor use by the u. S. Navy or other U. s. Government purposes within 
the area, would have to be moved outside en area approximately de­
tined as follows: Egypt , the east coast or Africa, South Africa , 
Austral asia, India , the Straits Settlements, China, Japan and 
possibly the Philippines . 

5, We suggest that tor the purpose of detor~ning the quantity 
ot products due under this arrangement an agreement be reached as 
to the prices of certain products to be supplied over an agreed 
period . 

6 . We suggest that our State Department approach the British not 
onl y to increase the amount of money which the British have been 
advancing t o the King, amounting to 400, 000 pounds sterling per 
year , but also to request the Britiah to continue to meke such ad­
vances in sufficient amount , which, added to those made by the 
united States Gover lllll8nt , plus any other revenue received by the 
King, will total approximately $10, 000, 000 per year . 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 

• 

• 
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Any British advances should be on a political and 

milit ary basis and should not involve their getting any oil 

froa this concession, the British at the present time being 

well supplied from Iron, Iraq, and Bahrein , etc. 

l 
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/ THE WHITE HOUSE 
./ WASHINGTON 

.t y - 2. (:>- 5\( C,. / G Y !C) 

I 
. \ J.prll ;,o, 1941. 

0- J:& r'f 9')?-lf('f /O "f )o') 

\ "> IIDIOR.UIDI.ll4 FOR 

\.'tJ/1 1 ~. THE SECRJ:'l'J.RY or THE NAVY 

u ~ .,~ 
.; 

Thi s hae no ' reaohed the 

etage when r ou enter the p1oture. 

Please read llottett' 1 l etter, 

then t he Secretarr or Stat•' • 

aeaorandua; then aend tor Moffett 

and aee 1t r ou can wcrlt out eoae-

1:h1ng t o auba1 t t o ••. 

r. D. R. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
W ASHIHQTOH 

MDIORANDW J'OR 

THE B~CRETARY OF THE NAVY 

1tage when 7ou enter tho p1otur o. 

Pleaee r ead Motrett 1 e lette~, 

then the Seoret&J'J' ot State• 1 

... orand-.; then 18nd t or llottett 

and "' 1t 7ou oen worlt olrt eo•e­

th1ng t o eubld. t t o 111. 

'· D. l'l. 
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DEPA RTM E N T Of' T HE NAVY 

O ,.riC:C. 0,. TH~ SC.CRETAAY 

W ASHINGTON 

~ dear ~iss Brady: 

In accordance with our telephone con­
versation or this morning, I am attaching hereto , 
the correspondence whi ch we discussed . 

I have had a s earch made or the department ' s 
riles and this seems to be all that remains in our 
files on this subject . 

Miss Dorothy Brady 
The \'/hi te Bouse 
Washington, D. c. 

Sincerely yours, 



""' Ll/ -?(">-s·)(vt • "o\ 

lle7 2), 1941 

l>Mr lliaa JAie"" 1 

!he attaahea aorra:rn4enoe I '-1l «Ye, llboul4 .ban been ntiii'D with the Georetnry' a 
ll.Oralllba t o the Prea14ant 11J161r 4ate or *7 ao, 1941. I l'ecnt thia onraleht. 

, • .,. t nl:r :ywn • 

..... 

.. 

; 
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NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 

LV -,_( 'l. ~,) ( lft o'-f 3o) 

MJNOll.t.l!lX111 JOR fBI DCRnU!J OJ' fBI IIAVT 1 

40Mdol ..... .,1'0 
TH& 8lrelliCTAfitY' CW iHa: NAVY -·-

l. 1 baYe lnoo\i9te<l tha po .. lb1l1U .. of the laY)' u oi.JI& on 

fro• Saudi Arabia and 1 find condi t1on1 \o bo approld-hlT 11 follovo: 

2. Tho p•ol1no ba1 a Yer'T lov oc\anl nu.bor, about 70, vhich 

corroopcndl to a oocond crad1 p.1ol1no ln oo•erc!Al Ull in th11 coun-

t17. It could not, therefore, bo uood h alrplano oordoo but could 

under nece11it7 bo uoe<l for ordinar-T purpo1e1, alt~~ush not advioablo. 

3. !he D1111l tuel h&o oo\ano naber of 55 and !:!!!!!! bo uud 

fro• a J"ll'llT operati.JI& otendpcint , but on account of 1h hich tulphur 

content ltl uoo 1o bladvioabl:o and 1o not raoo ... nded, The eulphur 

content it 1. 5 to 1.~ vbilo Navy opeo1!1cat1onl have a caxiaNA limit 

of l~. !be eulphur vould h&Ye a YOr'T 4olater1ouo corrooiTe o!!oot on 

the oxhauot 171t ... 

4. Tho tuel oU 11 of 14 A,J>,I , cr&Yl\7 and T1ocooit7 under 65 

at 122° J'. J>uul7 tro• an operatiDC 1tandpoint thio tuel aloo ~ 

1>1 u1ed, but ac-tn itt Ull 11 hi&hl7 1n&dT1 .. b1e tor naT&l Yl1111t on 

account of 1h hich eulphur content, J,~. lavy opoc1!1cat1on eulphu.r 

1t.1t 11 under 1~. 

5. !he 1lth&n1t 1&111 vould haTe a nr;v 11r1ou1 corrooi TO effect 

on tho 'lq)take l piCII of IIIT&1 ohip1 and vould alao probabl7 oau11 11r-

iou1 dioooatort - 1! not -..re haratul o!!IOtl - to tho ant1-a1roratt 

per1onno1 ot tho lhlp it expciOd to tho exhaua\ rum ••• 
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6. Tho «r&v1tT or t ho e1tuat1on 1e appreciated , but ~Y&l uae o! 
\be•• tuele could onlJ be recom.en4ed •• a laet r11ort. 

1· It 1o poee1blo \bat uao for a lar&o part of thooo fuele • 1&ht bo 
found 1n t ho llOrobant oorYico whore tho tuol epac1t1cat1one aro not eo 
etr1ot tor obY1oue r .. aoa.. 

~ a .... A<Wiral, u. s ... ..,.. 
Director , HaY&l Petrol eum &eoer.ee • 

• 
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THE SECRETARY 

April 25, l9U. 

Memorandum f2! ~ Preaident 

The accompanying memorandum 

which I bad prepared after a 

etudy or Mr. xorrett•e letter 

1a self-explanatory. 



Apr1l 21, 1941, 

Memorandum ~ the State Department 

In the attached papers Kr. Kottett s tates that 
unless King Ibn Saud receives financial aeaietance at 
once there i s grave danger that thie independent Arab 
Kingdom cannot eurvive the preeent emergency, Kr, 
Kottett therefore propoae;1 

l , That we urge the British Government to inoreaae 
trom WOO, OOO to ~00,000 the payment which th~ are 
making to the King in 1941, 

2, That the United States Government agree to 
purchase trom King Ibn Saud petr oleum products to the 
value ot $6, 000, 000 annually for the next five yeara , 

( a ) Kr. Kottett believes that aome ot thia pe­
troleum could be conaumed by the United Statee 
lavy or other Government agenciea , 

(b) However, that part ot the oil not uaed by the 

Government would have t o be marketed outeide 
the Paoitic area, preeumably through private 
channel a. In practice thie would mean that, 

aa conditione are at present, the only marketing 
area would be the Weatern Bemiephere. 
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COIDm!IT: 

Although our own intormation regarding the t1nancial 

1ituation in Saudi Arabia ia not precise (we have no 

representative permanentlJ reeident in Saudi Arabia), 

we do know that the King'• tinancea have been severely 

OrdinarilJ the ohiet revenuee or the linSdoa 

come trom the Moslem pilgrim trattio, trom ouetoae 

revenues and trom oil roJaltiea. Tbe t1rat two eouroae 

have bean ettectivelJ dried up bJ the existing aitua-

tion. The oil royalties paid bJ Mr. Mottett•a oompanJ, 

plus advances on those roJaltiea in the amount or 

$6,800,000, have apparentl1 been inautticient to meet 

the financial needs. The annual budget or $10,000,000, 

estimated bJ Mr. Mottett, appears to be reasonable in 

the existing situation. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND 

lin8 Ibn Saud 1e WQUJ1t1onably the outstanding 

tigure in the Arab world today. Be haa long had in-

t1-t• relation• with the Br1t1eh and hal been trlendlJ 

with them despite the tact that during the laat war the 

Britilh aupported his rival, ~ing HUaaein, aa their 

a&Qdidate tor the propo1ed Arab Empire. All or our 

recent reporta troa our own o!!icer1 and trom the Briti1h 

indicate that the King tavor1 the Allied cause. Be hal 

loa& complaint• agains t the Britieh, particularly their 

policy 
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policy ot aupporting the Jewiah National Homa 1n Pal-
eatine. The only political dealinga we have had with 
him were on the eame aubject .nan, about two yeara ago, 
he addreaaed a letter to the Preaident objecting to th1a 
Oovernment 1a al l eged act1v1t1ee in favor ot the Jawiah 
Bational Home and against Arab intereata. There aeema 
little reason to doubt , however, that fundamentally 
Ibn Saud 1e anti- Axh . (It 1e pertiment to remark 
that about three yeara ago he retuaed to grant oil con• 
ceaeions to German and Japaneae interests and instead 
accepted a laaa favorable conceesion agreement with 
Mr. J4ottett•a company.) Since Ibn Saud' • i nfluence 
is great in the Arab world a good case can be made out 
in favor or granting him financial aupport . The quea-
tion ariaea how thia aupport can beat be given. The 
following comment• are aubmitted on Mr. Mottett•a pro­
posals, as outlines at the beginning ot thia memoranduat 

1. Bo objection ia perceived to diacuaaing with 
the Britiah the queation ot their 1ncr eaa1ng by 16001 000 
their 19•1 payment to the King. This would be a amall 
price tor them to pay tor Ibn Saud1 a aupport and in­
fluence in thia vital Bear Baetern Area. 

2&. It would preaua&bly be poaaible tor the Ba~ 
to uae in the Pacitio area aome, or poaaibly all, ot 
the extra oil .ntch Mr. Moffett propoaea to pro~ce. 

'l'hie 
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'l'h1a queet1on would have to be discussed with the NaV}' 
Department, and would involve consideration ot such 
points as whether the Havr is obligated b7 law to obtain 
ita oil b7 co~etitive bid, the extent to which tbe Navr 
ia restricted b7 current contracts, at cetera. 

Sb. Whether it would be possible tor the Govern­
ment to aell, through commercial channels, that part ot 
t he proposed Arabian new production which it could not 
consume raises varicus considerations. Mr . Kottett 
~kea the condition that the pr oposed production in ex­

cess ot United States Government requirements •would 
have to be moved outside" ot the Pacitic area. Thia 
probabl7 means that i n practice it would have to be 
sold i n the Western Hemisphere since there ie no availa-
ble market i n Europe or West Atrica. Wh7 t his excess 

oil could not be eold in the Pacitic area throush ce~~­
mercial channels Kr, Mottett doea not make clear, One 
1a perhaps juat1t1ed in the speculation that woh sale 
would be contrary to ~rketing agreements among the large 
oil co.paniee or merelr that there actuall7 is no readr 
~rket in that area except Japan, The turther question 
ariees whether this excese oil could t1nd a market in 
the Western Hemiephere unleaa the Government waa prepar ed 
to aell it at a loaa to marketing oompaniee . Conddera-
tion might alao have to be given whether the charge might 

not 
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not be made that t he ccmmercial part or Kr. Mcttett ta 

proposal waa or direct benetit to the Calitornia 

Arabian Standard 011 Companr and that the proposal waa 

dea1gned to relieve that companr rrom the dirticult 

situation in which it haa been placed. All 1n all the 

commercial part or the propoaal ee«ma open to come ob­

jections, although theee might be OYer come upon more 

intenaiYe inYeatigation. 

AM ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL 

It it ia decided that action ahould be taken to 

«1Ye t1nancial aupport to Ibn Saud, and there appear 

to be aound reaaona in taYor or auch a proposal, poa­

aiblr an arrangeaent might be worked out combining a 

part or Mr. Kottett•e propoeal with action under the 

Lend-Leaee Act. Kr. Kottett teela that Ibn Saud needa 

approxiaatelr $6,000,000 rroa our aide . It might be 

teaai ble tor the Na'f1 to purchase ~.ooo,ooo to $&,000,000 
worth or oU tor uae at baua 1n the Pacirtc. hen 

more might be uud, but it 1a not clear rrom Kr. Kot­

tett1a etatement Whether it would be poaaible to produce 

more ret1ned product• than he baa auggeated. (Wearlr 

one-halt 
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one-halt ot the proposed production or t6, 000, 000 
oonsiats or gasoline wh ich might not be requ1red b1 the 
Navy. In thia connection it is understood that the 
gasoline produced in the 8aud1 Arabi an field is or low 
octane content which, even when leaded to the maximum, 
does not exceed 85- 87 octanes . ) Assuming, however, 
t hat the Navy could use all or the he&V1 products 
amounting to something over $3, 000,000 .in value, the 
balance or the $6, 000, 000 m1ght be made up b1 turniah1ng 
auppliea to Saud1 Arab1a under the Lend- Lease Act. Such 
help might be extended i n return for satistactor1 
pol1tical assurances and commitments b1 Ibn Saud. 

Negotiations covering these matters might appropri­
ately be undertaken by Mr. K.irk, our Kiniater 1n Egypt, 
Who in an1 case should be proceeding shortl1 to Jedda 
to present h1a credsntials to Ibn Saud, to whom he ia 
alao accred1ted, 

• 



l 
c 

O~PARTM~NT 01' TH~ NAVY 

Dear ~isa LeHand: 

omcc 0,. THC ICCIItCT"IIt'f 

WU.,.IWOTOH 

J.!o,y 2J , 1941 

The attached corrospondenoe , I believe, should have been returned with the Secretar y's a:ecorandum to t ho President; under date or t:ay 20, 1941 , I regret t his over sight, 

Very truly yours , 

.Sl F . o• eo 
Spe~nAsst . to ecretary 

Miss ~iareuerite LeRand , 
The './hit e Rouse , 

Enos, 

..... 
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.., A . MOFFETT 
o:tO ~6T "'3 '' 6TA«CT 

NCWYOAO\ 

j'J..;Gtl ~ 
..ft·t'f1f\t>O 

~ ,·", t. 
I 

; !, ... 

Jr,ril 11 , 1941 

,y e r ,.!%· . ?r • idcnt: 

RefrH'J. il'V to tl-le intorvit t,nic:l :,· u o ·~indl.y ve 
-c on t.odnc~. :r, April )tn, ntl in 1 inc ; .l tn yo•.tr rc no: -~,. , I 
·m ttrc-hinr ~reto r ;Jor.tor· nc-u:a cov..;;l•i:w t!1t:: C).i: ir1f l1,;'' tion 
.:.n t.n!i ,rrbia . J·.l~o l pl"op !:llri tch o.e nr . ..Je .1_1 10 cce -
t b1 e 1 o~e . ~ of providinG fund !'or t .e .. ~ud1 rt hi• n Covcrn-
.ent . 

Our r"J_vre .. '" 1ta ,;ives .tr ve r.ad nwr.croll!. cont'ercc.cc!; 
l<itl. tc,e .,ing . hie fin. nci~l ,.it!li.<tion 1 .. despera te . The 
tiri ti~h Govcrn:. .. ertt ~~ c tV· need r.iu f'our htu\dT&t. t.1 o L nd ounds 
4.; d Le l s endetvori!lL to h· ve ti~1s 1nct·~n5ell to nirH~ hun T!'od 
tj1-:·~ "'\d p0\U'Ui3 . rii.- budr,et require .ant i::: con:· ·J·v"'- 1 vel:r e.:­
timoted ot (lO, UOO, OOO. 

You rofer:·ed to tne fo;g D· r-.i~h t._.r .. : ~ te: er~ .. n.i.ch 
Jicnt be utll.!.~ed to tr n. pQrt fini.llerl !J~trr leU..l .~rod~tct.: . 
I: t ... e Un .. te t.. te G ..-er~.cnt rlll , ~v._ nee to t e .ln of 

uc1 i .. :l bi£1 4'o, ooo, ooc .nnu: !t;/ :'o1· t_.~..; t.e.·.L fivt) ye .~.!! , ,-:e 
fe("1 coni' ldent tn. t .t c .... n ·; "'rk 1Ut •, 1 t L t. e ::in;· .:..n ' rr t .:.Pnt 
..• o1·eb~~ .1e \:111 Ueliver t.U"ou-:t u.s t.hc l'ollo .. 1n u._nt1tic .. of 3)e­
troleUt }'l'Otiuets, , ~<l . t the _,rice. r_ont.ioned : 

1,aou,oo0 bblc . of Oa:oline 
~ , 66o , oco bole . of Diccel Oil 
3 , ~00 , tJUV b ,1!:. . ot Fnel 011 

F . O.t. ".I? 
. . I. , <"'JI.F ( ) 

) '/""-~ /!) ~ 'l.J. .... • 
j 75; ' Q 
1 4)," 

tct: .:,_iztL pfJro;..L.:L. tcly ~6 ., ouo , oro worth of potroJ.eu,~ r·,r ct:c. 1 n­
n-...t: ll:r . 

T:.e Xing ls norr.~,;.l reven·.1e (fro.u t>i rri11: c L-nu cu to s) 
h s ;.r c t1<.:: lly o .::--::- ppe. red . Jl;i. ... ex .. e ' e!. vt:. ve . · to:·lr 11 y 
i"l('re1. eu ., not n :ron · ccntmt cf the -r. :· , b,lt uc .. o t .c d::.•., • t 
t 1. pr ~t . ... r , o th: t ho ·~: !>een forced to feet: t c, t.t~l .a~ hd 
of Ia. • llbJects . 



!" 0 ... . 

ONE THHIIITY K.A8T f"OIU'V•THU'D 8TIUCT 
NIW YO" K. N , 'f, 

I _it ccrcl: tr·1. t t .. t oc.e ~ .: be ~ :.tr'.d under e::i til& le! ion to lo.•..t. o .i. Ilm Ud !!.:u..uci J ... it.-t' nee , v.,.ic.l 111 oo •a•t.e~ny noe<lo in or der to 1. t <n 1~ g vcrn-ent in u ble co :don . e believe t -;; ~onla. t d.- 1. or:e , 11:1:d oon , t .. !. .... ~e, (! •. del t :in !o ... , 1. ~_ ?r 11.u 1 t toe c:.t.it·c J.rt b ~·l'ld , \ill l;u tarO''.n into c: ·.os . 

Your !.. ve:..--~· :s1nee1'el;~ , 

~ .a-~ 

• c r ..... 1de!lt 
T .e 1to .• 1sc 
t.shingto , ~ . c; . 



MEMORANDUM 

April 16, 1941 

King Ibn Snud of Saudi ArAb iA formerly depended lArgely 

on the r evenue from t he pilgrimage and customs duties t o finan ce 

his ~overnment . Due to the war, thi s revenue has been reduced to 

a negligible amount . 

The only economic resources of any substAntial vAlue of 

Saudi ArAbia are its oil resources, the development of whi ch hes 

been seriously i nterfered with on account of the war. 

The King has privAtely expressed hi mself , and we believe 

sincerely, as strongly pro-Ally . No other man in the Arab coun­

tries , nor among Moslems the world over, commands prestige equnl 

to his . In order to feed and mai ntain control of his people, which 

is essenti al to maintain his pr esti ge in the Arab world elsewhere 

end to prepare, even in a moderate way, for equipping hi" own sol­

diers for service , he estimates that he will require $10 , 000 , 000 

per annum until the emergency has passed and he recently demAnded 

t hat the California Arabian Stnndard Oil Company supply hi m wi th 

$6,000,000 during the year 1941. In additi on to thill, the Briti sh 

have pr omised him 400,000 pounds sterling durin~ 1941, which he 

hopes to increase to 900,000 pounds. 

Based on the beet i nformation which we have been abl e to 

obtain, it i s our opini on that the King ' s estimate of $10,000,000 

for this year i s moderate end close to a minimum figure for essen­

tie l expenditures. 



Pa~e No . 2 4-16-11 

The California Arobinn Standard Oil Company o1·.ns on oil 
concession i n Arabie consisting of approximAtely 162 , 000 , 000 
acres and embrAcing all the probnble oil terri tory of the country . 
This area is approximately equal in size to the stutes of Cnlifor­
nin and Oregon . The original concession wAs !IOquil·od in 1033 and 
runs to 1993; the remeinir.g oren was acquired in 1939 and runs un­
t i l 1999 . The company iK or Ameri can notionolity end 5~ is 
owned by the Stondnrd Oil Company or Cnllfornio and 5~ by The 
TexAs Corporntion . Tbeee two companlen between them have approx­
imately 160 , 000 American stockholders . 

The development ~~rk commenced in 1933 and to date the 
company has discovered on three structures an estimatod 750,000,000 
barrels of crude oil reserves and t here ore many othor structures 
of considerable promi se on this concession . Tho Calnrabian Stan­
dard Oi l Company bas ao far spent approximately t27 , 500 , 000 on this 
development . In addi tion, t he oompnny has advAnced to the King 
against future royalties $6,800 , 000 . It has now come to a point 
where it i s impossible for t he company to continue thA growi ng 
burden and r esponsibility of r1nenc1ng an independent country, 
parti cularly under present abnormal oondit i on11 . However , t ho King 
is desperate . He bns told us that unless necessary financisl 
assiat anoe i s i mmedi a tely for thcoming, he baa grave rears tor the 
stability of his oountr:r . 



Pegs No . 3 

PROPOSAL 

4-16- '11 

1. We propose thAt the Oni ted Sta tes Government purchase troc the 

Saudi Ar abia Government fini shed pet roleuc products t o the vnlua or 

six million dollera ennually t or a peri od of five yenrs . 

2. The Company will contract with the Kin~; to produce , manuftlcture 

and load suoh products t or his account nt a Persian Gulf port . 

3 . The King Will waive royalty on an amount of crude oil corrAs-

ponding At curran t royalty r nte to $6, 000, 000 . 

4. The pr oduct s t aken under tl1iB a r rangement , except t hat tRken 

for use by the U. s . Navy or other U. S . Government purposes wi thin 

the a r ea , would have t o be moved outsi de an area approximately de­

tined as ~allows: Epypt, the eas t coast ot Africa, South Africa, 

Austrelesia, India , the Strait~ Settlements, Chine , Japan snd 

possibly the Philippines . 

5 . We suggest that t or the purpose or determining the quunti ty 

ot products due under th i s arrangement an agreement be reached as 

to the prices or certain products to be supplied over en agreed 

peri od . 

e. We suggest t hnt our Stata DepRrtmAnt approach the BritiAh not 

only t o increase t ho aaount of money which tho British have been 

advanci ng t o t he King , omounti nR to 400 , 000 pounds sterling per 

yeor , but also to reques t t he British to continue to mAke such ad­

vances in suffioiont nmount , which , added to thooe mnde by t ho 

United St ates Government, pl ue nny other revenue received by the 

King, will total approximate!y $10 , 000 , 000 per ye&r. 



Page No. 4 4-16-41 

Any British advances should be on a political and 

military basis and should not involve t heir getting any oil 

fl•om this concession, the British at the present time being 

well supplied from Iran, Iraq, and Bahr ein, etc. 



.,xrll~:, T 1-
u. . D'st. C<>U t 

S. D.of N . . 

fE.B 2 t949 
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-· 
OUARTMEHT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

llay 29, 1941. 

ll:EI!ORAND\IK FOR THE PRES! OEllT 

Thank you for l otting me 

read the a ttached memorandum. 



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

W A8H I NCJTON 

~-~~ 20, 1941 

1-!D!Ol!A!IDIJH FOR T!!E ~SID.!:::T : 

I j, 
c _(I ,t 

f 

Reeently you s ent me a memorandum concerntne the 
oatter of giving some financial n•oiatnnce to Ki nG Iben Saud 
thro~h the medium of purcho.sine $6 , 000 , 000 annun.lly of petroleuz:t 
products for the next five years. 

I have had an 1nveat ignt1on made of the oil pro­
duced in Snudi Arabia and find that its quality is not suitable 
for Uavy uee . The gnaoline has a very low octane number , about 
70 , which eorreaponda to a aeco~d grnde cnsoline . It could not 
be uaed in air9'1S..'les Md normally could not be used for ordinary 
J)Ur!)O &e & . 

The Diesel fuel oil has nn octane number of 55 , b11t 
on account of ih hi{;h eulphur content llnvy ::en ""'' it 1o inad­
visable to use it and do not reco~end it . The sulphur content 
n.t."l& bet ... een l . 5 and 1 . 9~ . ~7avy e!)eeifications hnve e. maximum 
Hni t of sulphur of l~. I em told the oulphu.r would hnve a very 
deleterious corrosive effect on the el'.hcuRt oyrte:J . 

Thio hir,h sul ~hur content also operates ncein•t 
the use of the fuel oil for !lavy rnu-poeea . to the ctue of fuel 
oil , the aul1>hur content 1G 3 .9). and the !lavy 8})ec1fica t1one hnve 
n limit of 1;;\ . 

I appreciate the crnvit~ of the •lt~etion in the 
IUddle East 1.\.'\d 1! needful , would 'oe glnd to aee the .._.,n.ll """' 
of money under q~eation devot ed t o securi!J8 the "ilita.r;r eu::>nort 
of Ki.ng !'ben Saud . I do not believe, however , there i& any eou..'l.d 
bueiness reaaon for aixlng that hel~ u~ with the ~cha~e of the 
tyye o! oil produced in that field . 



• 

.EXRIBJ,T ) t 
S Diet. Court lfHE WHITE HOUSE u. • WASHINCiTON 

S.D. of N. Y • 
fEB 2 1949 

Ua7 21 , 1941. 

!.OEUORANDm.t FOR 

THE &ECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR YOUR INFORM~TION 

AND RETURN. 

F. D. R. 

Memorandum for the President from the 
Secretary of the ~avy , 5/20/41 , referring 
to President's recent memorandum to the 
Secretary of the Navy concerning the matter 
of giving some financial assistance to 
King !ben Saud t hrough the medium of purchasing 
$6, 000, 000 annually of petrol e\ID produc t s for 
the next five years . Statas he appreciates the 
gravit;y of the sib.lation in the Middle East 
and if needful, would be glad to see the small 
sum of • ooey under question devoted to securing 
the military support of King ! ben Saud . He does 
not believe , however, there is any sound business 
r eason for mixing_ that help up with the purchase 
of t he type of oil produced in that f ield . 



~)J BXBIDIT \ ~ 
'D'. a. Dit!t. Oourt 
a. D. of N.Y. 
f£8 2 1949 

PBRSCIAL • COIPlDIITIAL 

Der.J' .J••••• 
The Pruident 1£ onxiou.a to find a way to do 

aoaethir" a bout tbia ... t t n. I um enclodnc con­
tid~tb.l corr .. poDde.nce troa the •nita Houaa 110 

you can see ~u.t &~•• on. W1~ you return it at 
t oon aa you navo relld .:. t . 

I w not su•·e wll,. t tacl\niQUel •, there are to uaa. 
It occurred to aa that so~• of it ~i&bt be dona in 
tbe tblpaent ot l ood direct UDder tba Lend-Leaae Bill, 
altnouch Juat ho• we could call tn •t out~1t a 
•daaocracy• I don't knoa . Parhapa 1natead of uai~ 
hia royaliiaa on oil & 5 colletera l ~• coUlo uae hia 
royal ties on the tips he will get i n the r~ture on 
tbe pilgr1aa to Mecc~. 

fba BFC oaa done some ~unnJ toin4s s ince thut 
MD t roa Houston took cbaraa or it. 

Cord1&ll7 youra , 

%be Honorable .Ja,.a Jooaa, 
Ada1nia\rator 
Federal Loaa laney. 

RARRI L. HOPilll 



~-._..,..,. •• ,. .,.._ct-tt.o,...,._ .... ... ~ ·--e.- ~ ... . . .................... 0. ......... . _, .... , .. ....... _ .. .. ... , __ ................... --
.. .,_...,,, ..... , .• ~••tut •A"O...t- ....... ft•·-· ,.., ... ·-·· .............................. . oo.-u t • UII"' ,, •• .._. , ,.._,'" ............. ••!••···· .... ~ ................. ~ ... 
_..,, . ....... _ •t<ll• ....... .... *""' ........... . . .... -..... ...... ... ............. .. .. ,. ... ...... ··--· 

IF'Jil1Dli!JUAL LOA;.:"' .J.: HE "(;y 
'\\,... \ S llj Jl. • G 'I'<(J). • 

JCIU H • .JONCa 
fCO,IIAt. 4.0 ..... AO~I"I"Ito\fO" 

You wro\e ae J\1118 14th, bop111C tha\ I eauld t1114 eo.,. va;r to auht tin« ron Saud. 

!here appear• no legal wq thAt ve can help the ting 10 , v1th the approT&l o! the Preoident, I 
~ahd to Lor d ll'&li!ax and 81r J'rederick Pb.1111pa , &leo Mr. :krtlle hUer, that thq arracc• to coD­
tillll.e bk1ac care o! the rill&. 

BoDOrable 11arr7 JropldJla 
!he Wb.l. h Jrouae 
Yath1ngton, D. 0. 

~~l1. EL p-) V 
. U. S. DJ . Oo n. 

B. D. vi N. Y . 
flB ~ 1949 

-
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FEDERAL LOAN AGENCY 
OFFICE OF' THE ADMINISTRATOR 

DATE An~t 271 lQAl 

YemorandWII to BOB. HARRY HOPnRS 

I want to talk with you about this 

situation. 

•. 



...... . ...,a.....t.: 

DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 
WASH I NGTON 

llovomber ;:, . 1!. 11 

IC1 dear Mr. Prea1dent: 

In re-s>on .. to fOUr IIUIIIorendua ot October 29, 
1941, there is encloeed tor rour 'a1gnature a auggeated 
repl7 to Mr. Jul1en P. Bo;rd 1 a letter ot October 241 
to Mise LeRand, concerning relations with Saudi Arabia, 

Mr. Bofd '• letter and the encloeu.re thereto are 
returned herewith. 

ra1 thtUllf fOurs, 

Encloeurea: 

1. 'l'o Mr. Julian P. Bofd. 
2 . J'roa Mr. Bofd, October 241, 19,1, with enclosurea, 

fhe Pree1dant, 

fhe 1lb1 te House, 



r 
i 

I 
., ......... ..,.. 

'- let'- et O.toMr H, 1M1 te IU.ae Le .... _. ... r •• ~ •· laiiUl Am~~ hrh lleaPlBC ua. - tlato, tllblall ,_ ~ .... ~ ..._ lie a pt .. ~ .... ,lee. 

I ....... te aa .... ro• _. .... Parte tbat .. ... au•• te ... ~..._.. et n-. n. ._. 1a a. ,,.._, d ... U... .. ... elM Ml7 u4 -aMtlJ' lat._.. npr"• De liaa'• Mala atUhte ....,.. De ..,., ~ ua "- .-1 a '•• •n belp1111 _. .. u ..... ...,. 

~ '"aetlee af Ml1111tlac • lllalner la&l•UB­a11J te '-41 AraMa ... 111-eaS, -l•e4 eaNfB1 -.u-tlee - --al ..... lee., ... lt .... ~ allllltJ of ....... ..., ........ •1-. llpl)roprlata .. u .. wl11 af UWM M ---· !M .... nlt1a A:la• BtW lift, ........_ lllalatar at C&li'O, ,1 .. 1 to J)NIIII ta j llaal1 Arallla la the Mer htBra, _. wUit. woP14 -IUleee .... , t1MrJ are lt la •Ukal.J' tbet b.h •l.St wt.U M llalte4 te M a ..... of -'oelae, Pl.-laton .,., l"arle tbat b.le Otter to Mr9o •• a epeelal Bill....,. le, lleue•or, cr-tl.J' ..,pre&late4. 

Y&17 •uualJ' ,...._ 

llr. IB1U. P • ..,., 

PriBTit .. 1JB19Wd~ Ll~, 

PJ'lB ctiB, ... .,....,, 

-----· 
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~IUMCCTOH U NIVCIIIIIfTY LI•AA-"Y 
~IIIIINCIITON. N EW ..ra1111art 

11111 llartuorite LtHancl 
The fi'hite House 
llaahinston, D. C. 

De&r Miss LeHand: 

October 24, 1D4l 

I thould not int.ru.de upon your tl.a, to ::mch le­vi«! upon by oo -'7 poop1e, '"'re it not. Cor the !act that I believe the enclosed oe:norandu.m 11 one or v1 t&l. l.n:portance. The motive back of it, to&ether with ita al&niticance, rlll I th!A~ Juot.if;r thia intruolon. 

The author ot thia mezorandum ie a a.aber or the Faeulty or Princeton Univere1ty. In v&.rioua eonvor­s&tione with me he hae set forth hie own opinion• abou~ oatabliahinc a better rolaticnehip between thia c"""try and the lloalem world, the chief !iaw'e in which is Ibn SU'ud, Keeper of the Sacred Cities of Ved.1na a.'ld llecca. I have been ao impr eeaed by Wr. Pa.ri1' a.rguMnt.s that I have uked h.1a to reduce thee to a brief ,....,ranclum ..tllch I couJ.d la:r before you . llt". Faris ia a scholar who comes from a lfell- known Arabian !..Ul;r. I have the biiheat respect for hi• ~illties •• well as tor his patriotic motives. 

I hOj>O you rlll ....... with = that hil suu .. -tion 1a i=portont eMUj!b to be broU&ht to the at ttn­tion of t ho President . 

Sineerel7 yours, 



Ever Iince the Russian can:p&icn U hao becoa mora and 1110re clear tha~ the next and 110et crucial pb&8e o! the war w1ll take place in the !lear East, beginnin& with Turke7 and opreadi.ns across into Iran, Iraq, s,Tia and Palestina, and on to EQ"Pt 1 into which t he Axio Powere hope t o eweep !rem Lybia as nll. Next to the blttle or the Atlantic, the blttle o! the Near Eaet 1a the 110et l.Joportont . The d1110Cr.acia1 11o1ot win bot h or lose all . lfe cannot afford another Crete. 

With the exception o! Tur!<e7 and Peraia (Iran), the inhabitants ot all these lands are Araba or Arabic-speakine, cert&inl)" upward or ninet;r per cent are; and includin, Turke;r and Peroia more than ninety-five per cent o! all the inh&bitanto are f ollower• of lluh....,.,d. What concem e one aect ion is or pri.mary illlportance to all sections; what happens in AnBOr& hea Ua rt!per<:ussiona in Teheran, 8"8hdad1 J erusalem, o.m&seue, Cairo, Tunia, Fes , and even throushout India, wi~h i te 00,000, 000 lloe­l ema. IslUI ia t he ke:r ~o the entire l!oelem world t roa Gibraltar to the confines o! China, includi.ns tho Dutch Eaat Indiee, with their .0,000, 000 JloalOIIJI, and our own Philippine Iolande. Islaa is the moot coheeive and homoseneouo communit:r in the world toda;r. 

So tar ~he lloales world has leaned ~owarda the democraciee, not !or love of theiD, but for love or dOJDOcracy and hatred and !ear of the A.xie Powers . The Iraq and Iran incidents could have been tar more aerioua had it not been !or that leaning and that !ear. Cert&inly the lloaloa world 1a not en..-.oured or Britain, tor ita experience with Britiah diplo­lllo!lCY has not been ver:r helpful. Nevertheleas, ita passive 100d will has been ver;r advantageoua to the cause of the Alliec . 

This puaive BOOd will or benevolent neutrality can be trMaformed into active good will . Onlr A.alerica can do i t. Hi t herto the United States bao enjoyed a peculiar position in the hurts and iJr.sginationa or all llosleas, partieularl7 in the Near Ban and Arabi a . Preedom o! Ameri­can diplomac:r !rom i=perialiom and territorial 1111>bitions has alwars ap­pealed to these peoples . It wua tor t his very reason that Ibn-Su ' ud, the moot powerful potentate ot Arabia and the moet respected person tbrouahout the ILeal""' 'II"Orld, granted t ho oil concessions of tho Bahr&in re&ion t o American companies, turning down very attractive offers ! rom Japan, Ge:rmany and Itely. 

With this decided advantage !avorina the United States, she alone can ertect that t r ansformation . The key liiAII in the whole situation ie t hia aeme Ibn-Su•ud. By Yirtue o! being the keeper o! the t.110 .. cred citiea of IalaiD, ILocea and lledina, t he exponent or orthodox Ialu (the Wahhabia, or who111 he is t he leader, are the "Puritans" of Islam), and hia accoii!Pliehmente in weldin& toeother tho wnrrin& tribes of tho penin­sula, he ia now the central fi&ure in a reaureent Pan-tolald... 1\"hat he sara or dou w1ll be obeyed and follond throuahout the lloelem world. To insure hie good will is to insure the eood will of all tho llosleii!B. 
At preaent tho United Stateo ropre .. ntLtiYO in [Opt is tha accre­dited reproaenta.tive of t his country t o tho court of Ibn-Su•ud. This doea not 10 beyond t ho custOIDSrv exohan&l of courteaiea, an oboolete procedure in this ti.ce of aetiTe and B&eToa•ive dirlOII&ey. We need a ropreaantation which w1ll euppl-=-nt tho present. t~e, ono which w1ll aetivel:r put forth the poeition of this democrae:r befor e Ibn-Su ' ud ae well ae gau11• hio own deep intentione. Fo~ diplor:~o&cy C&Mot do thie. 

1 
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It lacke the necesaLr,y equipment, knowledis, perfect acquaintance with 
the lanauage, relision, and institution• or the people, their habits 
or thinking, their astho<la or approach. The poeition o! the United 
Stat .. Dlst be preeente<l to Ibn-Su ' ud in hie o"" tonaue, with its own 
oubtletiea, ehl<les or &eaning, and nicett... It IClst be <lone in a eon­
crete aanner,becau .. the Arab believes hie eye l!lDr e than ho does his 
ear. It llll.lst be done boldly, because the Arab r e"Jleete courage . It 
l&lst be done by an Arab, because the Arabe ar e llll"Jliciou• of all !or­
aienor•. It must be done by one whose family is known throuahout Ar abia 
f or ita learning and honesty. It mu8t be done by an Ar ab ot the Arabs, 
wholly Americanized, yet atill aware or the feelings, hopes, aspirations, 
and tears or the Arabs . 

liJ !ather has kncnm personal17 t he leading Arab potonhtee, their 
aide a and advisers. Up the the t iae ot his death in 1938, he had been 
a teacher for forty-nine years, instructing three generations of Arabs, 
o:.any of whom now hold kay poaitiona in t hose lands . I personally know 
many or t he leaders and rulers and, by virtue or Ill}' !ather' . r eputation, 
have acceas to many places otherwise closed . Wy lite work hae been the 
cultur al , soci el and politi cal institution• of Islam and tho Arabs , nnd 
their language is lline. At the same time I have becOQe thoroughly Auri­
eani:e<l, partJ.T becaueo or 1113' ten yea.ra• atay in the land or ,.,. adoption, 
where I identified a;reolt with ite people, sharing their ideas and ideels, 
partl7 because I have ~~t.rried one or tb ... , and finally because I have 
come t o believe that this land is the last best hope or tho world . I did 
not happen to be bom an heir to this aro"t heritage , but b7 arduous worlc 
and thinking I have qualified to be an heir br adoption . Coneoquently I 
am convinced that I can r ender • service to these two peoplee who repre­
sent the land of azy birth and the land or m;y adoption . 

I therefore suggeet the followins: 

l. Tbo.t the present repruentation of the United Statu to Ibn-Su•ud 
be separated !n>m Egypt and a minister be accredited who would reeide at 
Juddah and give hie full time t o t he eervice . 

2. That the progr am be further euppletnonted by sending a apeciel 
~ssary !rom the Pr aeident to I bn-su•ud . 

3. That the special eodesary should carry, be aides the greetings 
o! tho President, :ooao token o! good will, perhaps in the Cono or a gift 
- - a sword, a gold watch, a horse, or the like. 

4. That the United States government extend an invitation to Ibn­
Su 'ud t o send one or his sons on a visit to t his country. 

These would servo ae the beginninjr o! a long- range progr&r.l or cultur al 
and econondc r elatione bet ,..en t he two landa. Their ertect would be felt 
tbro\lihout the lloalea world, and I dareN.y they aiiibt be a deciding factor 
1JI weaning away the alroa<~¥ shaky loyaltioe of the lloala:u or North /.!rica 
troa Ital:r and Vich,y Fr anco. 

J 
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It ia because I aa convinced ot tho rightneaa or the cause that I 
have the courage, the h anit7, to :suuut ouch a progr..,. and to place 
"'71'ol! at the disposal of the Oove...-nt to aerve as the a)>llci&l e::ds­

NrT. TiJ:Ie is of the euence. 

#J..). a-:. t-~-;:_ . 
Octolar 24, 1941 Nabih ~ Faris 
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vmez Arm 1 a; aaywg 

'I'M PI'Mltent or '!be unUe4 l ktM l!lao~on, Do Oo 

Deal' t:ao . Preal4mtl 

I bno jU~~t ..-plete4 -Nl 41l111 or -r-- wUb 
11111 S&.S. I U. ot a&adl A.l'abtao 

Illll 8a1ld u tile .u..• aDil •• ... , or au .._ 1•4era 
I • .,. •• 1n-. 4Nb ... , ... Be u a- or nolOD aDil­
u.,. abl11'7 .-47 to 1M4 b.lo people ln -~ s-oo wUb b 
pi'Opoeo ot .._ -u. nolo, bow;w, .._ltl'N to.._ pl'SJ:Il­
u.,. outlook or hlo -Lr;w aDil tbolt Nlaotanoe to aooept 
torotF lntl- too tl 4'1,.. 

11111 W a'*-4o480o ~ tbat b.lo ._,17 tw Uo 
- MrotJ aD4 weltoro D004a tba trlta4oblp aDil tba aeolotaDoo ot 
a ltioq toN. JIO'NI'e but ba 4lltraoh aDil roat~~ torolp ~ 
,.,,., Bo b .. ,. 'ned tbat h1o -'17 wl11 110t ~a pa• 
or a •ro lnoa-.-t r .. protlt ot- toro• p...-t. 

!be Uq baa, bow.,.,, ...-• taltb aDil -rt4onoo ln Lbo 
~W ....... Bo 1oolro to .... rtoa aDil to J'OII tor b beDe'f!Dld 
hlta4oMp tlblob b.lo DAUOil D0048 aJid tor tbo lntepl'J or 1M4-
oroblp 11blob _, bo ~te4 b)' tba t1nUe4 It,._ lt tile 
AtlADtlO Clatter ta4 tbo toar triiU I aro to bu- IM1ltl ... 
Bo o s uoe4 1 ;1oM ~ Ia ,._ l"flroblp aDil ot=n •IF 

"""'"' .- ... - ._,.. • • ,... ~T'\ J... --- .....;...~__ ......... .J_.....,.;:,~· L£.a.l.l 
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nne•• 00Dtl41Dtltal lntoPpNtu. !be KlJIC 8&14 tb .. be .. 

.uill8 tbla o.tol'«loo HOl'etl tor tbe •n- tbat be w1ebe4 H 

4hou .. With • lnDkl:r hh r elatione With Bl'ttaln. Be ~Yiae4 

• thlt 'lbat be •• •:r1118 • • tor J'Nl' lnto~UOD alODee 

.la 1100D aa I b&4 l oft tlbe Una I 41otlata4 $be outiUDN 

ot bla oontl41Dtltal C)jO-m:Wtlltoatlon to :roue I wUl t.....t.t U to 

JOU U IIOOD aa I ... J0Ue I beYO tbouaht beatl1 bGMfU1 DOt to 

~• to wrltlq ln ttda report tlbe 1:1118'• aaoret -loatlcm. 

Wb11a tba I:!DI 414 not 4laplaf bitter boatlllt;r towl'll 

Bl'ltaln, be OliJI'MOa4 $be oplJllOD tbat tba Bl'ttlab pw.-tl 

atllU lntaada tlo toroo llllloPtallatlo l'lllo CWt tba .U.b attltNo 

I pOlANd Ollt tlo b1.a tbat lll'ltda ba4 PI n d lqitl'l&U• aa a 

pollO)' ln tba AtllaDtla Cllartor 111111 tbat ill aMUlOD to tbe UlaDUa 

ca.rter 7ft bad ISaola a4 701&1' WlqllaUtlo4 .-ltllaDtl to the prl.D.­

lplae •bollia« ln $be r- hn' • • Be •• , .... 4 o0Dtl4anoa ln 

fOUl' ~t.ent but bo boll"" tbat tba UlaDUo Cbartor baa been 

Nplll11ata4 Ill at lMot two OOOUliDO bJ 8il'ltaln. Olmaaquaotll;r, 

he •U. DAtliDO tbat ..,. oppoaa4 tla ~ _ _. plaoa ttall' 

but ln :rou. !Ia nou\a 7ft lllplld~ Uld bla aooaptanoo ot tlbe 

Jl'lnolplN pi •1 p ta4 b;r 7ft la o~tlae 

I -· lJl OODfel'«llO With Ibft Mad 'tiba we l'OOOl'Nd tba 

~-• ,.._ ...__ of tba 4haoluUIW! ot the \\'bll'll IDt.­

tlloml. !be nne atata4 tbat he 111ww tbat st&Un, •Wt, .. '!'Nt•• 

414 DOt ,. .... 0 -14 040-lllll at l'e'f0111tl011 bat H11a4 OD the -

tie wUbln luala fit a OUIIIOofQl 0 & :l.a of appllo4 a t •, 
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Rel.J1na OD ~~ eetSJ:Iate ot - · SM11D' e •ttfte the Una -
pre .. ed b1e oa OODYioUaa. whlob be be11eftd 11oe1-. a-NllJ' 
wwl4 •- .. ebare, ttat a&H1a baa e1Done1J- 1•••w'ld tbe 
polloy ot tonlDa tbe woJ'l.d to aooept m • ••-. lle oonol~ 

by etatlnc b1e OODYiot lOD t tat Ill'. lkllD' e aoUon et tbie tiM 
•• the Ne\llt ot ,ow' tntenettOD. 

In addt tlOD to tbe !.ewe ot 11Q1)8i'1a11-, the J:lD& 41 .. 
oaeeed wUb .. tbJoee epeoU'S.O .. uen beu1..Dc ~ b1e ooaDftoJ 
IID4 tbe uab peoplee ot the -u. 'bJ wre (1) the oreaUOD 
ot a lllllon ot uab ••t•, (I) tbe PaleetlDI queeuaa. aJid (3) 
tba Deede ~ 11au4J. I.Nbt.a. 

nn laud ta..on the evectlllll •tabll..._t ot e ARb 
'11111011 OD prtnolplee eillllar to tbo• ....Ued 1D tbe OonatUuUoo 
ot tbe lJbited Stat•• It euob a lllliOD 1e eetabll~ be o­
tlmaed, lt ebou1d parUolpate 1D a wor ld tedvaUOD whlob be 
thl.nlr:e ebou14 al.eo be paUel'Ded a-117 attar tbe ...Uon of 
AMJ'toe etat ... 

SUob a 1'edeMtun, be •.U. -• depsn!! beaYilJ upo11 

'-lOaD 1..unblp aJid OD appUoatloo ot tbe -..t oe prtnolplee 
ot equaU t:r IID4 a.ooNoy to the etl'IIOtve ot tbe poetwr woJ'ld. 

I wtU a.tt tn tb1e J'Opol't tbe Une'• dteoaeeion aJid obe 
3eotl0D1 to tbe •tabUebMDt or a lewtlll State 1D Paleet~Me 
I • •- ot tbe taot tbet be baa ••t ,w a 1eUar on ~~ eube 
~Ht aJid Ulat be oleo bae p .... - lD'-"!IW to tbe .apdDe "LU .. 
Oil tbe - nll'"'- I , ta-.tore. &e- ttat b1e attlhcle 11 



wu ~~:nom to :ro-. 

Aa to tbl s-dlda nMda ot 8au41 ANbl& tbl Xin& &n4 

bia adneara dhouned wUb .. tour epeoitlo odaeort.a, -lT• 
too~t. h'Oneporntlon, o...,...soeuona and ..,M7• 

I u aare that tbl ,.l&na IEiut S~~ppl)' C.Ml' bla l'e­

oalnd aobldUla1 ot tbe illlaedtah neede ot S.\141 Arable aD4 baa 

apprond d lead parh ot tbela aobedu1... It h tbl dat.7 1n 

meoUna tbl approved eobl<hlla1 •bat pl'GIIIpted t he l.lns to .muon 

their IU'Stll07 to - · ~· nna -· allo perplued b7 tbl taot 

tbat U bad ben 1nc11oated to b1a thd .tceloan Loa4--LM•• to b11 

ZIIIUOD woUld be ooatrollod b)' lll'f.Uah aatboi'U7• I •• lntoraecl 

tbat l\lbaoqu.ct to~ •••tna tbl nua bl "*! bee advlud tbat 

Lond• Leale 111ll be hiiDdlect d1Not1T botw. tbe tiDUed Stat .. aD4 

Saudi Arabian Qovo~t.. ~. deot.len wU.1 aJSMiute tbl 

b .... ot aanr llllundareMD4 na•· 

!be X1n& aD4 hll l'S.nuloa Ulnilte, AM!o"ah 8111as.an, dl .. 

ouaaed wUh .. at 1~ tba tlaoal dUtloUlUN ot la\141 ANbU. 

I \ldllleNtand tblt the Saudi ANbUD -'-7 pro~ 1a allo at 

pre1ct beiDC at\llll.ct 1n ahlnatoo 1n tbe State ~'· !be 

sau41 ANbUD _,UT pi'Oble 1e o~a .. ed b7 l.aok ot .... u.ua 

applloaUoo ot re1181ou pl'lnolplea aD4 a pl'tmlUva attitude to-.r« 

tbl ~h ot I*)I!Ol'ft ---· 2hl lmlt ot oove..-t 

Olln'eOJ 11 tbl aUVII' l'lal. aeoellll tbl sa\141 ANblan rJ.al baa 

veate allvel' -••• tblft OMIP'Nble 11111ta ot 0\ll'NilO)' 1n na1Fo­

boi'SDI•U- tba l'1a1 baa d1MPPMH4 t~ artealve 1:1o&r41ns 
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WS.thln Sa\&41 ANb1.a and 1n nOIU'by OOimh-1 ... 

'lbo 1usgoaUon woe •<1• that the 1Uver oootont ot ~~~ 
8au41 4Kb1&D Mal be Nduoed an4 that 11.1ver ooln OJ' ba111CIIl 

bo d1po1Uec1 1n t~ Sau41 Azoab1.an "-'•WI'7 or 1n a 'tank ot 1ana 
and pap«t' IIOUIJ be h1ued agalnlll 1uob depoaU. 'lh11 paoopo.al 
WI Mil b7 1:ba oblooUon that wob a oO\Il'eo woul.d be oonl14_.ed 
dhbonaat and pl'Ob1bUed under L:o1lMI low IIDd N11g1oua J)1'1no1pleae 
I have 1tudieci tbe SIID41 .U.b1.an t11oal a1tllaUoo an4• 1t 11: 11 
d-.4 d011l'able bJ' Joa. I rill tNIWait 11:7 1Dto~UOD OD 111Wt 
aublooll to tbe 81lat1 DepUIIMDt. I r-ed tbat 1uae41ato 
attmUon be 11- to lltii...,'DI a 101111 to Sa'lldi .U.b1.a and llo ~ 
oatabU.t.mt tor tbell 001mW, ot a paoopu thoal 171111-. 

'1bel'e &1'1 tw AMl'tocn o e4 a pnteo now ~NtUig 1n 
8&1141 .U.b1.a. 'lb.- tiNt 11 tbe S.'lldi .U.b1.all vsnsng SJIIdioato• 
Lfide • a O&nad1.ao oozopoNUon AIIU10CID-Oeede 2bo opoNUODI ot 
tbia oo.p~ are not 70t oxttll81ve. BUll 1:ba taot that tho -

ooadona aN 1114o to an Aaol'1o&Do-O'med ~ 11 ~rta.nt. Ill 
tb11 roi)Ol'11 I 'IIUh 11o 4oa1 pl'1no1J!&llT ritb. ~trole~a. 

sa'lldi uab1.a 1te.Dda toda:r •• •~ ~ otato 1n tb.o %:14411 
:&a .. not wbllded to toro1sn 1111porla11-. Onoo oonaldll'ld _.,b.­
l oll do1ert 1Az111. 1:ba oountl'f b.u aa1\DOC! Ua pHimt ~rtanoe 
bJ' l'OIIOD ot lh 1firatog1o looaUon IIDd tbe d11oonr:r by an 
AmorlQQD o11 .,...,.n:r ot Us ar-t potl'Olwa N&OUI'Oelo h lt1liC 
baa a._ ted .s.t1D1 tel7 tba t; b.o w1abeo 1:ba ~tl'Ol- l'Oiou.t'OM ot 
sau41 ANb1.a fio be developed bJ AIMl'loan 1n11ol'Hta onlJ• ... 
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J'or-•t or thl taotoN 11blob ban 1tll:nal _.ecl tlbe ,oM 
r .. Una u:preuecl b7 the una aDd bi.l ~· 110'Al"4 Ull'1oa 
ba1 bMo 11hl wol'k ot thAI oau tol'rlla uabtu Sil&n4a1"4 ou l)lmpanJ 

and 1b 1'11d1oNI with the looal gove1'1115Clt. th1'ousb agurtru 
4aUq .trc. UM t~ 1~, thia AMrioan oU ~ DOW 

bold• a 4af1n1h 1••• on 21l01000 ICJQU'I 111111 ot SawU uoabla 
&zl(! a pl'lterenUal riGht to 1••• an addUtoiiAl 1'7'7, 000 eqaue 
11111••• An additional m.a,ooo •cauare 111111 onerecs bJ' the oon­
oeaef.cma &1'1 1nwl'Vftd 1n 'tlounda1')' 41epuMa be'- S&'ll41 ANbla 
&zl(! ~~etsllbol'irl« son-me. 

The oau.tol'D1! Al'abian t>s; ., u a wbollT-OIDM nbe16-
1.&17 ot the st~l"d 011 ooap~ or oalUo~a &114 ttw Tuaa ou 
~· 'lboee two Amerioan oon011'118 Uk.n.. &H ao1e OWlll'l 

Of tbe llahl'l1n Peill'olelia 0 pl'lff opeNtOI'I Gr & OOllOIIdon Oil 

Dahl'o1n Xa1&n4, &a 1tlcSepen4tnt llbel llbdeal 1n t; 1 Perllan Oulto 
~ thlle teo ftblldS.ariea, t:be '-1'1oan lDil..,.dl bave 0J1eD14 
tour pl'OC!WilJI8 atftotliNe, th1'M 1n 1&1141 Aftbla all4 one 1n 
s.bl'elDo In ., opl.alat:1 tb.Ne bl.md.NcS tbouaDd bal'l'lla of oU J>ll' 

4&7 DOU14 be )111'041auCI fiWI thlll fOUl" lh"AOhHI al.oMo I beUen 
a IIUOb poeatep 71s14 ~4 follow .trc. aCidU1-.J. dl'UOtul'llo 

lla1141 U.bla 11 pot«ltlallJ'- of tlbe SHated oll 
&l'e&l 1n tbe 110~ 

'ftle OCIIIC .. Il- held b)' tba Cla11toPD1& Aftbl&D ODqa'lf 

1n S&u41 U&bla ban a tena ot elxt'y 71&1'• aa4 pzoodCI1 tOl' a 
l'OJ'&l..,. to the p~t ot ._.,._tbNe -t• per ba.JoN1. ~ 



/ te1'1118 of tiM oonot~elona appear to be equlable IID4 teir. ~ 
sov.~tr ~ Saudi uab1& u ..U pl••ed wUh U1 oontnot aDd 

lrhe !riD& 11 h1;1l Sn hie pNiee or tbo ooopel'&Uon Gild ••detanoe 

bo bae NCeiT&d haa Ule ~· 

Votable Sn the latrter oah&Ol'J baa bee the dr1111na of 
'llllter ,..ll1 and oonetruotlion or 11'r1&11Uon woru. Lack of 1011 
terU11lJ7 aD4 laok of •11er bT reuon ot an nel'&SI rain-taU ~ 
onl7 'broe !nobee Uld.t the de-..lopMnt ~ •G1'1oultural 11'r1pllloD 
projeotr•• 

llotwillhatand' n& t:h .. l 11JIUat1oba, tbe nD8 IID4 h11 ~ 

"t'11era •14 tbatr wUh tboe rn- deriYed tr.. UM deYelo~t ~ 
trhe1r oU r&IOUHel 11114 'IIi t b the help ot the Allen can pellrole~a 
engineer• be beUned Uat: eutno1ed asrioul.ftNl 11'rJ.saU0111 

projeote ooul4 be developed to enabla Salll11 uab1& to produoe 

1utt1o1ent food t or 1111 pepulat10111e 

l'he Xinc -U0111ed that tile Ut!.Ued atatM tbrou8b I.e~ 
Lea .. aD4 ihro\aatl ealee end prlor1t1 .. baa tum111bed Bl'iU.tJ.. 
o0111trolled oU OGIIIP""hl operat1ng 1n t:tM Per11&n Oult area with 

1hel, UOn, tin, Nbber, maoh1De1'7 tor 4r1111n& purpoe .. , p1pe-

1Sn•, ref1n1nc .-.oh1nel'1, aD4 other o auu .. to -b11 tboM 
OOiiiOPU&1ee - oGDSuot Sl'Mt upanalon and denl.o1)111811t proiJl'UII• 
cut ~ to th11 tiae, be .. 14, no prlol'itS.. M4 bMil she to tbe 
A:Mrloan CO<*P"'V Jnelopina saudi Al<&blen oU r&IOUI'Oele IXI&-oh 

u he ba1 taYOred JMrioan t.ntere1te b)' alYinS •~ the 1ole pell­
ro~ oono .. don Sn Sa41 uab1&, b& f eela tbat the oU r.-oee 



• 

. 
ot b.i1 oountey 1bould ~ dtvolopecl u Np1d1J aa tlboae ot neal"bJ 

Br1 tli~oontrolled areaa. ln thil oonneotlion be 1nd1oah<2 tlhu 

posll1bly h1a tool tns on tlUa eubj oct ll a ooontuated by tbo dire 

noed tor the revenuo that the devolopment ot the oil ro1ouroea 

would br1ns. 

'l'he one taotor 1n all ot tbe t'oresotns tb&tl I tlb.ink ..Ul 

strike :you u it doos me 1a tlhe atGtcent ot the IU.ns that be 

dea1ra1 tbo deve~t or 3Gudi ~btan oil reeouroea to be oon­

duoted b:r an Aaarioan ~ or o~o1 tb&t would be oOI:IpldelJ' 

IUblootod to tbe autbor1~ ot Sau41 AMbia Nther thml aJ17 ot belt 

Oovol'ID8bte I oan undoretand flbe 1!;1n8' • 4eal1'1 1n th1a matter. 

OpeNt1ng ocapani" should al-ra be pr1.aar117 eub3eot to tbe 

govol'lllllent ot the oounflr7 1n wb.ioh tlbeJ' are opeN tinS• I am. bow­

over, rGtber · 1no11nod to the opinion tb&t oven11uall.J &.!'ler1oan oU 

oCillpll!l1e1 dovelopina toroit7l rosoureea 11111t ~ w b3eote4 t o a 

dearee ot 11u.pervi1ion by tbo AllerS.oan CO'"'-'• Suob oompmto1 

alllo 1101t nave a 4esree ot pl'OllaoUon 1n torel!Pl OCNlltrioa bJ' tbelr 

own gon~t. P1nall7t tlbo Amar1oan gove-tl will lave to 

acquire a degNe o~ oa«"lb.ip ot American c~1e1 opeNtl1ng 1n 

tore'-4Pl t errUo:ey IU1'1'1o1entl flo aooure (IOftl'laental wp~11on 

wUbout 411flro,ina private ownorsb.ip Ol' private 1n1t1at1vs. ln 

tlbe llllntU., I Z'IOOCI:2en4 the Sa.U ANblen 11tuaUon be bandl.M 

tl:lrouSb tu 1nat~ta1U1el now oxiaUnt: and 1n :your bande. 

Araar!oan control ot the Saudl Arabian oU reaouro .. 

places :you ln a trcdina po11t1on tbat w1ll enabl e :you to obtain 

-t-



tor all oonoemed an equitable allot:Mnt ot the o11 rt80W'GN ot 

Af'rotoa, the 1'14dlt Baet, and oon01nu1na thro~ Atsbanlaflan to 

t he Par raat. 

Tbt 4evt1op:~entl of tt\e lltua'lon 1n 1&1341 Aroabta slv.e 

,ou, l 'l'o I':Ne14~t, the po~t1b111tJ tor a oQ~Qplete anewer to b 

o1'1t1oe who tell ue wo are .m&111t~ INP ell l'MOUl'OII at hal 

witblrut an;r bope ot roplao-t. 1'be hTel~t ot the sreat 

oU reeouro11 ot Saudi .U.bta will ct•• rou a IUllP11 ot thle •••-

Ual OOIIIIIOdit;r 1n a .. Ntesf.o looaUcm. ftle developMnt ot thle 

ll"e&t riiOW'OI will -ble )'OU to Ill tbat an equitable lbare ., 

thle ~th 11 Uled tor t~ bebetlt of the people ot aa'Q41 ArlbSa . . 
1lbo oe ito AD4 ps,.n:r, after ba'llna eened all ,._, ~ 

tbie l'MOUI'OI w1l1 be ot groeat Sl:\portanoe to 0111' 01D oount1'7 iD 

the reoonatl'\lotlon pe1'1o4 attor the 'IU'o 

Your 1eadereb1p and Azledaan prMU&e stand hlF- Great 

oontld~oe 1n .&aerloan ab1llt)' and boneet)' ot purpo" b11 bleD 

ntebllelwd 1Jl Sau41 .U.blao WUb Allll'l c:an asebtanoe, J:tna I1ID 

8nct bopee to ;1ft hie peoplt tile op~tr to llelp t~tlftl 

1n oreat!nS (1) lrrl&&tlon pro3eote to 4111&ble the oount17 h pro­

na. too4 without l".av1.ns to rtl;r on 1111porte, (8) a er•t• ot roade, 

(I ) a-.ateltlon or t~at1o~ tao111tlee, (f) a oomaunioat1one 

.,..,_, {8) 111 lltaoaU~ •:re•-. (II) a p1ibllo beal tb e;ret-. .a4 

•"*" "~tlal• tor 'he wtl.tart ot tbe people and tile ~ppOI't ot 

-10-
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

VJii!O!WWt!X to THE PNjSIDDZ 

With reterenoe to 7our reoent oonvereation ¥1~ 
Dr. lfeiuumn there ie enoloeed tor 10ur eiiJI&tllre, it 

j 

10u approve, a oo .. unioat1on addreeeed to ling Ibn B.ud 
inforalng h1a \hat 10V have d1reoted Colonel Bo1kin8 to 
proceed to Saudi. Arab1a to d11ouee with the ling oert&1D 
aatter1 ot .utual intere•t. 

Enolo1ure: 

to ling Ibll Bud. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 11, 1943 . 

rtF...IOXAhDU.Ii POR 

TilE Slt.CRETARY OF STJ..TF. a 

What date do you t hink we 

should a rrange f or I bn Saud? I 

would sugges t the early part of 

October. 

JI'. D. H. 

Teleg ram , 8- 1- 4 1 , from .Hbdul :.aizal Saud , 
t hank i ng f or t he i nvitat t on t o vis i t t he u.s . 
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Trnnola. tion 

In the Ue:ne of Oocl tho !toot Uereitul 

From A~dol-Adz Itn hbdol- lluhman El - Faisal , 
hine of Saudi Arabia. . 

':'o IUs Exeolloney Lr . Prankl1n Roosevelt , 
Preoiocnt of t he Ro,ubl1c or the 
Un1toa States ol America . 

Excel hney, 

It wno with exceedin- l l oaouro thnt I r ocoiv od 
Your r:xcolloncy• o l etter 'llri tton a t the ''lhi te llouo o 
on July '1 , 1943, which wa.s uelivorod to ,.e \;y Your 
Excellency• a dologete , Lt . Col onel lnrolu Iioskins . 
I wa. s t r oatl pl eased to "'eot 1.ho above de~egote who 
c en vo.od to"'' Your EXcoll,ne: • a v1o~• reeardlng cor­
taL., c.c.ttors and es,uest1o .. s of eorwon interest . J. .e1ve 
diocu.:uocl those topics m th hh in the lij.t o. the 
atove ~ntor~sts nne he W1•1 no Qoubt , in his turn , 
eonvoj to Your uxeellor.cy ny vie~a and op1~1ons . 

It was also wlth pleasure tiJGt I hnvo recelvod 
Your r.;xoolhney• s f:l'&otirx • convoy eel 1: thn a tov o 
d olor,uto who acquitt ed bl maelf woll in tho discherce 
of his took l n conformit ;~ 11ith h io t rillio.nt W\Ct or:d 
\.laGIOt'l . l seize the C">portunlt. .. ' of hls r eturn to t.he 
Un1~ea St&t.e3 Lo send t o Your :Xeolloncy mr sincoruat 
thanlul 1 or :;our notle ol.joct in deloretin~ His :::Xcol­
l ency- - th!.n._ whie!l proves tho stron,:-th of thL friona ­
ship ".ie. Hoes our <wo countries . I al5o sene. to Yo.tr 
£xe~lloncJ and to •he nolle hnori con nation=: sincere 
c reet1n a ana 1..htt r; reet.in_s ot c. rcvemnont e.nd n:; 
,>OO,lo. 

•,,rJ.tten ut our pelace at Iliou on this tho nine­
teenth day of Silaaben, in t!.o ,oar l3e2 Of t >!o !!Otlrll, 
eorroe!'ondint. to the twentieth day of AU-uet ol' .he 
:. ec1• 111,., 01 t he Christ inn F:ra . 

Your aL~eoro friene , 

Atdol - Aziz Al - Saud. 



/tt.u~l. t 1 

THII WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

AIJiuat U, 194). 
II..EiiO.IIAHDUll FOR TilE 

SECRLTARY OF STAT£1 

VJ 

A& a in, aOJUI body 1 1 taUc 1n& 1n the State Departllent and you O\llht to be able to t 1nd out why someone there save the information to Colonel Hoski ns i n regard to the viait ot t he eon ot Ibn Saud . 

Ot course, I have no S)'llpath)' with thou j ews who object to ay teelni the aon ot Ibn Sau~ any aore than I have any syapathy wi th those Araba who are start1n& ant1-a .. 1t 1c 
preju~1ces i n this countr y. 

Please r eturn encloaure t or ay tiles. 

r.o.~. 



OI!:PARTMI!:NT 01' STATI!: 

WASHINGTON 

August 18 , 1943 

~OJW!llQX J'OR 'nil PRISIDPT 

The doouaent acccap&DJing JOur attached a .. orandua 

oontaina aeTeral inacouraoiea or aiaatateaent1. It 

1tatt1 that the aon ot Ibn Saud baa been 1nTited to ooae 

to the United Statee; that the ' inTitation oame troa aoae 

one in the State Departaent and wa• tranaa1tted throuch 

Colonel Hoakine. 

Aa JOII know, aucb an inTi t at1on wa• heued at Jour 

direction but the aeuage wae not tranaa1tted through 

Colonel Hoekina who, aa a matter ot taot, bad been gone 

from the United Statea at leaat ten daft before the 

1nTitation waa extended. The inTitation itaelf waa eent 

tbrougb the ueual d1ploaat1o obannele , tbet ia throll8h 

our Xiniater Reaident at Jidda. So tar •• we are aware, 

the taot that the inTitat1on baa been ieeued ie not known 

to Colonel Hoak1na unltle be baa learned of 1t during 

hie preaent Tiait t o Saudi Arabia. 

I do not belieTe that aDJ leak ooourred 1n the State 
' Depirtaent regarding the iaauanoe of tb1e inTitat1on. Ae 

a aatter of tact, a aeaber of the Br1t1ab Eabaet7 called 

an 
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an 0!!1oer ot th1a Department about the time the invita­

tion vae ieaued and eaid that he bad learned through 

Zionist contact• in New York that an invitation waa to 

be extended. How the Zioniet contact• in New York 

learned ot t he propoeed invitation I do not know. 

So tar a• Arab propaganda activities in the United 

State• are concerned, our Miniater Resident at Jidda 

bae reported that the Br1t1ah Legation at that oit7 h&a 

&dviaed the Saudi Arabian Government to undertake such 

propaganda to counteract Zloniet propaganda in the United 

State a. 

The enoloeure 1a returned herewith tor JOur tilee. 

-,------------~------------------~-------------------



Information has come from t wo reliable sources, one American 
and one British, that the son ot Ibn Saud has been lnvited to come to 
t he United States. It is said that tbe invitation came from someone 
in the State Department , and was transmitted through Col . Hoskins now 
attached to the Office of Strategic Services . 

We understand that Ibn Saud has heretofore been advised by 
certain Americans that something ought to be done by t he Arabians to 
count eract Jewish influence in the United States on the subject of 
Palestine. While i.n theory that point of view 1a arguable, the practi­
cal effec t or such a visit may well concern not merely Palestine but the 
anti-Semitic situation in the United States . It is feared that the pro­
posed vi sit whi ch is apparently for propaganda purposes would result ln 
the establishment or an Arabian anti-Semitic bureau here which would 
serve as a focal point for various anti-Semitic movements and would 
attract anti-Semitic money . 

There bas been an Arabi an National League functioning here 
(address - 303 Fifth Avenue, New York City) wh i ch bas been involved 
in detlnitively anti-Semitic work in this country. Names of persons 
connected wi.th that organization can be readily made available. 

( 



A!IJE L:EL OIRE 

Riyadh , 
19 Sheahan 
20 Aurus t 

1362 , 
1943 . 

Your Exc ellency ho.s informed no of' the kind re­

quust 01 Preside~t Roosevel t ~eeardlnr our opinion ond 

the o~inion of the Arabs on the nro t lem of Palestine , 

the itn:portnnce o! which has increased dUrin: r e cent 

nonths . ..hile "" L .. snlt t!\e President fer hle kind 

attention and his send ng a tc c t.t'"l r epresent.:.Hve in 

the person 01 Your E:Xcellency in orcier to ascertain our 

opinion on th.e Po.lestine p-roblem wo I:lO observ e thut our 

opinion in th is c ase ha s not chan ed and 1•e have exjllaln­

ed h Lo t.he Pres i cent quito cleu·ly i n our tr:o l etters 

s ent t o Ki s Excellency on !~ovember 19 , 1938 and April 

3(; , 194.3 . All that l'tc desi:oe i n t he question is thct 

the ob vious ri~hts of the Arabs: which era cle"'r lls 

tho sun, ma:· no t be di=od b;; historic fallac.i.es or 

social and economic theoria s or t'oe ?.J.onists , which 

theories God l'>..c.s not ordautcd . Also we .• ,ish to confirm 

all thr.t !-tis been s ta ted in tlte l et\.ars r e!'er·rcd to above 

and we ho,>e t hat the deeds or t.hose v.orkint for j us t ice 

and the welfare of mankind , w .lch we doubt not t.hat Arner-

l eo. hcs en t ered this harcl ,.ar to suppor t , Do.:1 not be 

c crrelctoc! ~lLh an inhuman deed that will su;>pros s tho 

rl . ht.s o! tho Arab s in Pa le s tine O'lll nr to 1. ·no;·ane e 

of t:,. truth. SucL " case •;:oula be a t r nred:· and a 

cr>,sh1n., Ll o>t to the Arabs unprec edented in history . 

While \7o Bl'O p leased nt the kind promises to c on­

sider t:,1s p rob l em of Pale•tlne justl;t after the defeat 

o1' 
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o! the Ada , oU11 we ~a, 'al' ~hu Pr esident to ueo 

hi~ ln!'luonee to eoo toot. 1;hd l'lhit~ Paper 18 cor•dll ­

ucc1 1n force at l east u•Jrin IJ>1o \lllr for, b; not 

c!oln._ so anc l.>y not stop in• t:a 1c:..1 r<.tion " h lch 

has exceeded t.he linlted uota. , t ':1Are is a r t \.t- ac!1 

in tho :"'t~ia ea of t~1e Covonar.l~ ( .• hi~o Po or) 6.:.c tho. t 

would to Yihollj in tho lntoreet ol t.1e Jewo and a alnat 

the hraba beyond al l doubt or e>.r lEna t 1on . 

An !'01' ny entcrin into ciiscuo ni ons for t '.o solu-

tlon 01 t .•• l'alestino problom in 11 ~racticnl wa .. II ?Crt 

!'roc !vir~ ncivlce cr O?inion , this is ~ot posslo lo 

for hGvo no ~lreet roa?ona!Lil~t for tr~t country 

or for 1111 t, ot..,er !.robs 11 .o £re concerned .lt., thts 

probleM nnO. eo I erumot do r.n:·t •• ln definHe e>.eapt. 

afte r p rol i ng t.'le opinion ol' all those eoncornec! nnc1 

in w ose hands lies ""e coluti on of thin problo: • In 

t..is case, owover, it would ~e ~oaai~ l" to collcc~ the 

vsr10\.L: ideas to serve as 1 lt..ai s ror t """.E: sol ;. t.:on a.:1c. , 

1t t 10 Preeident ms .• ee t ol ta1n the opinion o: tho 

Arut.a thvou h us , we t. re l'~Uid) 1..0 ~o.~o ::.o , od 'lii llin . 

As r o1 11r ds t he i'res1uont ' o , ro post.l that l ,;eot 

wH, Ur . Chairn ~o eiz'1ann, I wish t;~., Pros1<1en,; ~o k.nOYI 

t'".at. o'tf'!t -:eet &n:·on e lihO CO~c..S 1,o U8 1 tfl&tov er \_ e hiS 

r oll ion, and "'" "~lcOllll :,i., anu uo ~verythin~ ""leh 

his osition requires ln tho matter o. hospitality, 

But l Jo"s aro a ?eeulhr cas~ c.nd the President 

muot k.nol'l about the ennity whic ~ ia tetween uo in 

earlier 11nd 1n recont tlmoo . •rhio unm1t;1 is well 

!mown anu r. n•ion~d in our hol booko anJ i t ls rooted 

froo rll at t1~" s ~nd ~orovor. free this it 1a clear 

t.'la t 
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that we canno~ ~ere e alnst thu Lr eaehory 01 the 

Jo·«• ana •:re cnnno. <iho.,aa o.n. Lh n~ wl th thl!l:t nor trust 

ln their p romia eo . '•'ht ruaeone ar~ : 

(1 ) Eec nueo vlij l<now their feel1nra 
to1.ards /.robs o.nd l .. oaloms . 

(2) Eeeauae wo hove not yet conreun­
icated wi th tho othor Ar11ls r.nd <~e d o not 
kr.O\",. .. ell" oplniona . "iowevor , i o.:» ,.,en­
tionoo atove , t~o Yrealdunt 'liia:,es -:o to 
obts~n tneir 1~uoa, we ~re ~.ad· to de :o. 

A~ ro~ ~r . ~eiz~~nn tte~e i s e ~erson£1 .n~1tr 

t etwee,., h~r.o and no o~tln .o the e rioinal afn'Ont whlc 

this ~erson has coMMltt.d ~ nlnot me iy choosln "'" 

f ron B.l!!On all Arabs onu l:oeloms to c .ar o ne .. J.t:, 11 

dnstc.rdly thln.,-- that ls thL t 1 ahoctlo l;.econe 11 traitor 

ncainst m.: rell tion oncl m:r countr:. . This affair ln­

cruases my ~trod n nlnH hltl and all connected 1.1th 

!!.Ln. This insult took ')laco uurinc: ohc first year or 

th:s ·.ar ':'.her: ho sent no a nell - lmo .. ., <;urc .. oan ;l raon 

who as::od ..,e to nlandon the caeation or Palestine "-."ld 

t..:o S"..l,i)Ort ot .. rat Cl.n\. ;'o#le~ r1 hts :n con..,eetlon 

thoro"ith &Leins• a >a r..cnt to tole of ;, 20 :::illior., 

•r:Uch lllnOU!lt \70Ul<l be r·~o.ranteed l:- His !':;<cellency 

Presiden t Roosevelt olnselt. iS .~ere Dn} nffron t 

or Laseness r oe.tor ~ un this? And is there a erlr.to 

r ester them l.bllt which this ;>Orson wns :ol<i enourh 

to suctest 1n mnl<in tho Preatdent n runrauter of oueh 

e vile . roposa lY I 1ave no youbt. ...hnt Hi s ::Xcellcnc:; 

the ?::-esldenc would no• acce l. ..Jun. t:..ls ::.'oulo l: e 

attributed to me or to ,,:,, • is 1a one ol t:,e c:otlvea 

w,u.c •• r <:is!!. • ou to Ol<"lreu to Lhe President so thtlt 

be me: undei'stnnd to Nhal. limit tho Jows {;O in order 

to 
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t.o r o&.oh t he ir unju:;.;. objoe t1ves Ci.nc. that tho Presle.o.~t 

mo... jud.ro i n h is toiedon sue~ d.eeda wa 1c·1 na~d onl:~ 

t o be oontioned in ord~u· to lo und erstood . 

-
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cairo , ><U(Uat :n , lll~~ . 

(l) In aceor<.ance .1.th soc r etnr· liu.ll • a 61 reet­

iv e or July 7 , 19~3 , I i>a ve viaHed hi a d:, and i)Ut to 

Hie L!o.jesty !.ln. Ibn saud t ho question requoctod as 

to Whother he "o·.U<i enter into dlse.taoior.s itt. .Jr . 

Cha1m 'ue1Z"~i61lln Ol" aot1'!.o repraoentativo ~olectod by 

the Jo,.ish A encr t'b1• the purpob e or eee.:~.nt. a 
solution or the bnale protle=e ar:eet1n. Palaat1na 

aeeep tnt l o to toth Arabs end Jaws . 

( 2) Durin- the ee« in ""1eh tho l.ine conoidered 
tho matter I Bo.w hitn QO.lly . In lonr con versations ho 
volunt rll: outli~od tUlly ond t rankl~ hia ideaa on 

various sut jects . ·•'ho fact 1.hat. he coald .. o.lk to mo 
directl y in Aro.bi e , 01 t en ·.•Hhout any ono oleo p roaent, 
allowed hi::! , he sale, to be more f r ank t !.sn woul<l 

otherwise hove been tho cna o o~-nee hie best tntor-
proters are not Snu<ll Arabians t~ birth . !:o aald 

ho •• ao• t anx1o-.u to have tho Preaidunt o.nd tho 

State l.Jop&rtr..ent lmow os nourl! first h.o.nd as possible 

son• one special l y sent rrom ~~cshincton who ''"a roing 

b acl< there directl: . I tho;etoro hD.d O'\ly to • • o. 

:ood listener and oake very few co~onts s ~nce he 

carried on n!nety- nvo porcont of tho conv el'OAtion . 

(3) Hia eonv eroations , ot wnie~ I nado tull 

notea, covered tho fo l lowinc reneral aubjects 1 

(a ) His domeotic QI'Oblema includint 
his preoalnc noed to r Gilvor co1na 8lld tor an eddH1onal two hundred r.:otor oars, ~oth 
iteMs to lo evailAhlo before t he next pil­pr l m&f'O 11hich berino ahut ~he latter cllr·t or llov 8::ll.. er . 

.... .. 
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( b) l!h relnt1cna put and pr es ent with 
VClrious toreirn pow era . 

(c) Hie relations with oaC:t of his 
no1 .tor1n atatot anc1 r.1o frs.n· eetlnatos or 

J.e V riOJ.S !"Ol.:. tical ~ 1 ur• I :n power t' ere . 

(C:) !!is U.oao .n Ar~t !odort.tlon . On 
t.o1e aut.joet I wrot.o a MC'I.Or&nduc or our c.on­
vo~eatlon, with a sumolr: ot hla 1deua &e I 
underotood them, Lhnt I oubmtttod to Ills 
J.nJeaty Md to wh:oh I rooo1vod his •?Oe11'1o 
npp,•oval . 

( 4) As 1 ro:>: n:: anily eonvorontiono with tho Kin;: 

I beoano 1noreaslngl~ lcpr.seod with tho certa1nlt)' of 

h1a rotu .. l to meet Dr . • lelz::-.ann persaru:ll• , I thourht 

it advlaatlo to aovelop mere e oolfica~•! an alterna.lvo 

q~eot1on to which thoro mlrht t-o a t&vorable responee . 

This aoconci question was as t'oUowo : It tho Klnr will 

not moot Or . v,oiz•r.ann himself , will he a >poin t a ropre -

sen a~.o1 v o who ml;:ht oeet olao•httre ... '1an in R1:adh, por ... 

haps ev•n outs!.c.e t::c countr:. , ln C£.1ro , for in ... ta.nca, 

'>lth t;r. .oircli.r.:: or cia :-opr sentatlvef 

(:.) At tho end ot a wook ~he lin£ ave co 

vertall:. .is nns\Ters to tho two qu.ootlono ~ hQd put 

to him and in both ins tnnces tltoy wore clear and 

eaterorlcd rofusale . 1:e o.xpreuocl a ·aln great a~pro­

clatlon at lllj' havln~ teen sent to aeo him and outllnod 

in a moot trlendl:- ..-n his ruoona in .. eta_l ror hie 

refusals . .heae reasons b6 eont1~ed in a moooranCum 

whiCh he handed me at the ond or our conversation . 

(6) His refusals an<! his reasons sea:l!od to tle 

cntlrol, conaistent wiLh his character and :i'i th his 

poll ole • ua ho b c. explained thm to mo clurint tho 

prov.l.oue woo. . The:,· nre Laaod on hi a own re l10 1oua 

am atr1ot1c rlncl;>les unti r fhct his souncl ool!tlcal 

ap1r1tual 
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op1rltual and ph Ileal , .n t.'111 ::a~tor . •·• roalboa 

that , uun.lto hil pooH1on or loaduah1.P 1n tho ArtLIJ 

worla , nu en&not , ~ithou~ prior oonsultot1on, apcck 

for Paloa t1ne much lese "dollve~" Paloatlnb ~o tho 

Jns , non 11 ho <lOre dllin~ !or ovon Bn instclnt to 

c.naiuer euc:. ,., p~)losal . 

( 1) il1s Lnjoo~y v:c.o."lt on t o o>:;.la1n , .o •Ald .l'or 

t _L st tlno to anyoae, t!"le rtJ&eon lOr his o raonal 

hU.treG 01' Dr . V,01?.rnarm. He eald t.ho.t ut.trinp the first 

j"ot.r 01 r..he preeent world •a.r Dr. ttel~ ..ann had 1m:>U£ne4 

hh (tho l.ing •s ) cllLlractor ancl :.1ot1v ea by M atto:note<l 

brll;.o o .. ., 20 n1111on storl!.nr . Furt.'ltrt1ore, tho ?roMise 

ol' pa;;ment , l:be Ki ne ··•U ael v.ls ed , woulu to guaranteed 

b .. President Roosevelt . .11s Wa,,.uat; aoicl he h'd been 

eo .eeneed a t t.}¥) otror 5.r:a e ,ua ll:- at t:-te inclusion 

or t he ?roeiaent 1n such a shD1-.etul ""Hor that he 

hll<l never C<lllt1 Unad it 1< a ln . .e no ex l81nod 1t ln 

detai l o.nd to.ve mo the name o! ~.oho int ermediarJ , St . 

John rh.llh. , so that I oou:6 undoratanc ore clonrlr 

hio rea ocna for h.Jvln[ nothing rf.\atooovo r to ao with 

Dr . ueiz""l&l'.n or cnr ot '"1• associates . 

(8) As a roault o! m '1.s1" I had a clu. ·.ce IJo 

become convinced ~iat there has ~ee!J no chan:-o in the 

attitude or !its Lajestv IJo\la:<l tho Jewh~ quee~.on 1n 

Peleat1.no aa ex~reoood tn hi• two conf.ldentlnl l a ttcra 

to President Rooaevo. t un<lur de t ea ot .;ov mer 19 , l93t. 

Md April 30 , 1943 . !Uo r oe on~ atctemonl. to M oditor 

ot LI~ r.a_azlne aerel Lave ~utlie utterL~ee to what 

he Jw.a alreudy writl.on or.lvatol} ana r oflocto hh 

41 !'\eere opinion 1·~ YblO.:o there wi l l , I tell •vo , be 

no deviation . l·urt:1eraore , ne cannot tut ~vo ree.11:.oc1 , 

by 
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by t~1e f l ood ol' teler r arna t>n<l l etter e o1' conrrc.tulatione 

whiCl.'l he rec oived fran !!osloms ln nll parts of tho 

world , that , b:· h i a f' r anlc ond unequi voca l stute:nent 

r egnrd!nc Pa l os tine , he has t aL1 eo. still c r oater moral 

DJ'\d e ven polit ical pr e s t i ( e not onl ;• t ro\l&hout the 

Ar a t .10r l d but a mont !Joelems in Turkey , Russin , Indi a 

and e ven China , 

(9 ) 'l'!1e l<inr lid not sa:· ,so , but he c l esrl ;• has 

t ~e politi cal acucen to real ize Lhet , e ven if ho had 

no r e l i t ious convictions on tho sub j e c t , he still could 

no• affor d te> suJ);:ort an y J ewis h claims LO Pale st!ne , 

For in the lir ht of whet he has said Md writ ten he 

would by s o c:to i n r lose the rnornl Wld spiritual lender­

shi p of' Mosl""'s e verywhore that he now enjoys , 

(10) rhe conclusion , it s e ems qui•o c l ear f rom 

m;; visit to Riyadh , is ~hll t His Majes ty • s silence in 

r ega r d to Dr. we i zmann ' s pr oposal put o;o hlm by Phil by 

has been compl etel y mi s i nterpr eted by c e rtai n Br itish 

offic i a l s as imr>l yine n possible \'lil lingnoss on the 

" art of t ho l\in c; to consider t he p rouosa l. Ac tuall;r 

I am convi nced t !>..a t there n e ve r was any possibility 

of acceptanc e tlrlcl there i s none today . 'l'he h.ine may 

not f eel ho c an pr event o: fo r c e tho establishment of 

81 ther ~alestlne a s a J ewish Sta1.0 or c V d:O 1i Jowi s h 

StaLe i n Pale £t lne . He i s , h oweve r , ~irml7 opposed 

to bo th soluti on s anu I s ee no p ossibility of h i s 

being of a ny a s sistan c e to tho Zionists in the i r 

e fforts t o come t o terms wi t h the Arnbs in Pa l e s t ine . 

( ll ) I n addition t o t he t'.lo writ ten man or and a 

which I tll1l b r inring with mo , t he Ki ng b_ s given me 

n pe r sonal let t • •· t o t he Pr esident and hus asl<ed l'le 



) 

-s-

to ~re.namit cortol n r>ersonn l mcssa r-oe . Also 1:1• 

t.n j oas t •• ru.s ag r eed to our communi ca t ine t o the 

Cr1t1sh Government th o contents or ~~ose two 

memoranda 1£ the Prosiuent , af ter he :1ae s e en them, 

desires t.o ao so . 

!IDH/rq 
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('!'rar,alO.tiOn oJ: Arab HIXt Approved by the !'in(') 

Date an~ Place : 16 A" uot 19~3 at Rl;aQh , Saud! Arabia . 

SubJect : Ara.b Fodera tion . 

Purtici panta : JUs l!ajce ~Y hill• Ibn Saud , 
Lt . Colcno.< • aro!d , !:oskine , A. U. S . 

A sunr.ary 01 tho con.l.1dcntilll vie\'lo o1 !lis :.11jest:y 

txprcssed tor the benefit of President Roosevel t and 

tho Uniud States Govom:z:ont !'ollowo : 

(1 ) n is (juoetionablo olO\. tar O.n:f 
pl ans 1'01' Arab Pederation can £0 1 whether 
durin. the •ar or later, unti l cort111n 
~olitical declaio.a relatln to t~s 11roa 
are .akon after \.J.o Allieo victor;- . .beao 
dec~s~ono wo~d include, !or instance , hetcor 
S;·ria 1G to t.e lndc o!>de!lt G.nG &5 to what \1111 

be •no 1utur~ status of Pal st1ne and .rans ­
Jorc!o.n . 

(:.) _t is 1 .• :ortant , in the Kin • a 
op.:n1on , fron. the be~winnint , to r ealize t!le 
tundal'!len tal unH;t ot cul turo , la.n"'.l&, e and 
reli,.ion thE.• alr·ead, exists r.aturally new 
throuchout tho t.rab •10r ld , 

(3) At tr.o •~• tlmo th Kin• realizes 
t~.o nocaui'ty or closer ocono:-..!c &no alec 
ollt1cal cooperation between the various 

Arab states . t.s a .'.lll end oqunl :ne 1'ter 
;us •:ajeety• s countr;, •ould bo glad to help 
t o ror1:1 cuch a union . In hie opinion , .he 
boat solution woulc.. e a rrou? ot inde.ond­
ent Arab states Jolllcd in u l oose tedor tion 
initiall:· perhaps aloo< .. l'.o llllcs of .he 
l'an- Ar.orioan Union (or Nort" ana South 
America ) hna l~tor dovel o,ed na tho need 
ana neooui t i es ot' ~he Arnl countrioe roquiro . 
IUs l~njasty has onl, ••o roservatione to ful l 
coop •. r tion in tho tort~~~Hon ot euch a fede r ­
ation : 

( n ) Since Ki s ~ajeaty baa no 
AMbi t i ons t o extend hia own kingdom 
to Syria an<l Pa l e s tine, he would no t 
on the o1.hor ~.rutd to a1 r eoable to the 
extension 01 tha ;:aa.'>im1te family • a 
I .and ill the rull nc 01 the ae territories . 

( b ) Also , 
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( b ) Also noth111t reg&rd1M' 
federati on snail be done that wi ll 
hinder or handicap the Allie• ln 
their winning tho war Ol' in eo tnt -
11sh1n~ a Jua~ peace thereafter. 

( 4) A• to tho act1 vi tlea or !<uri Pasha 
ot' Iraq or ot linha • Pnoha or E:-ypt recard1ng 
Arat federation , tho Kine hao not been in­
forood b1 them dir•otl) about their plano 
and pro. ra::a a~ce, to Q.&te , the;- have pro­
oee<led without ooneultatlcn with hi~. 

(Sentence her e 'ddou in Arabic text as 
follows : "Nahas Paeha wro""e to ua inviting 
ue to join in the conversations . But because 
we did not kno-:r unythln- cbout i..he pro!""re 
we .~,ed our r opreaentative in Cairo to ~ell 
uo about •hat ha 'one<l •• that we a1~ht aeoeea 
an:: pouiblo advnntn ea !'or tho Arnbe . ") 
l'he rofore , nnturnll;~ and w1ool: Hl• l'ajoe t y 
1'eelo he cannot express an opi nion atout 
thoao activities so lon as he knows nothing 
1n detail about t ;e1r p: ano and pro r&l.'l , 

!i • . H . 



I \ H' ...,...1..-01 1 1 .:0 L-,;J I 

._,ol...yJ I ~...._ .;.Uoll 

..,..,..JI ~l-!~1 -~,_11 

""'-' ~- .:><I dU I 61~1.,.-~ ;_,.. o>-oo Jl J ..,_ ...__ ~::i,_o. , .i....AJ 

"-\c ~ , 11 ;.fo-J ..:.Ji .w..,..:) I eU-J ..:.li.ivv-ol )I.,., ..:. ( f!-.-.a · .,_ . .&ly ) JP ,I _,{I I 
_ • I U' .:J~ ... • I.· ....,_ ;.....!. ~li .-:.)I ...... . .r- ..-.J .,-- . • .,. 

...,-J I ~ 1..: :lO ~ ~ ;_,.. 1.- o.JU. e"? I:) .}.. .:I ,J,Al l .j ~I e-l--' ~ \;;I • 1 

.J,U I~ I .; _,....; I'll' t..: ~I ..... , I ;,_..-WI .,_-'""I J)I.O. clU .;.I! • ~ 

• •I&I.J I _,...; ..... ~I _,ll.i 'I' I ....._.!. .;.,S::... .s .iJ I 

~ LoJ )li:...l .)o-L l._. .;.I! I ; I I.; )!:., J1 l.o:: ........ l.. ~I Oj,,;.,JI , .l.a J 

. .;. ~_.'I' I <Jr!J .:0\b u .,J.. ~_,I ..,-1. 

; ...__,11 _,~'/1 _,..... _.._,..;.I \o!i .... .:J )I.. )".: .j I~ ~I _r .:~ ~ t 

~.:.>< e.IJ I, .:. 'I' li ~Y-"J' ~ ,;J ~ .:.. JJ ~ o...:....&l~ ;.;\i:J I .j ;_,..l.. ~I 

• .........,..., I J u....;'i I 

.,-lo-U..~ o~Jl....;li.;,L.:~~I ;~ ..,_,.dUI iJ~ .;.\i.:..Jyi,.A; .iJ • ~ 

.,..--1~1 I ~ ,_,.......) .:;!~.:o~ ..a:.;...J I ~!JUU'I'I..., Jo..!i.te-JI 
-l..o, Wll.ll ;;lUI ~ ~)1, .:...lo.:l IJII.J..,v-JI~l..:~ll.l.aJ:.. •l.:..:l 

~ <o.:.l,.o ..,v-J I.Jl..:ll.l J..:.--1.;,1.:.1~ o~l_..jJ • od.J..i.J.;nl- W J 

~~ _.;. )1:. \r .... ~~I..: I .j Wf eo'!" II t II .,._,...1 I .;.I ...I.,.;.-~ 

~W WJ.OW od.JJ ..... ,...:..;.I.,P ~~ a,.li .. .LII ~'1'1 Jl~ ~1..:1 

• ~!Jil.lll.II~~~WI_u.:J 
_ .;.I.:J)4J ~.}.. .loii .:.I:JL- ·· ,., I IJI ellod.UI ~~.cr. • t 

• ~ .:.l:JL-ll.:ol:laJ~l..:~l ;..t..-.; )1.\..:J 1.1:\:JL.: o»L.:. 
v-- 'r 1--.,r.. ~ tr-,: J I/: U... .. JJ --.J od.UI aJ~.:.I!W ( \ 

• 

• 



. ~ J ...,_..; !,.:)U .;,_,!..,.:, 1.)> .,;; ~,_; ')' dJ .;s .:1 :l4-.:. li ~J 

• .)>,;J 1_,:•_,;.;, I lA.: W.:.-JS'L.:.., IJ..i !reA-.> l_,: 'r.v 1 "'\.:.,. ..,.r• t..:; u I ,A.:. 1.}-, 'J .; li 1.1., ~ ( .,. 

• .,_,.-11.._, ,JWl.j J•l.~ ·~I..,.........:JI •liJ.,.J I_;l,.--1 ~ 

.. _,.....,")~_,., '...-.lJ I.!~..,. w 1 wJ) I i.J~' ·J~_,., WJ......._..,~I..,J_..:.,.JSw .l,.,..;J'..fL-l i.,.L I • • 

c-.. ~ lila ..;- tr"rl"..i..oJ l..-.- !,._, ~vo ;..,..: ~ ~v- .,_l.I>...,J ~kv ll .,._,.J 1" t..:;)U 

.____; I ~ :J4. .S.r.V I • la J l.J ~ c---0 ~ l.;,oJ • ~~J L..:'1 I u, .._, <fL-l l cll: v )l,.....> 1,_;!...; IJ, 

•~)U I~L..L..I ~.;,'J ...JL..dl.iJ 1..-.-!r.J ~~ISl.il....s~.sl • ibsle;.k .'J 

J.-.r-.;,1 \;~_J •_,>-l'IJ .JJ I'J.r'i l (l"\;.r. r"'r ll;ll •. _, dl~.)lt;_,....,_ L! ~..,.W I WJ ~..,_:S...;J ')'r l 

..,~~.,;. bb.JI Iv-J .; li I _j 1_, • .,_ _,..JJ ; .1! WI cJ L...JI .j • " 1_, .;r-' .,;i-:.: ..i- e;-JJ \.,\;.; _,.... ~_, -'--'- 1.;.,.! I 

• I!LJ .i.l!..-.-!,._, ~vo ~..;-""' '~'...-J '"-'-./ "~ ~k~ '1.;,1 J_,L.. J~ ) 

.. - - .....,.. 



BJR 
Thi B tE1Egrlll'l lllliB t bE 
c1oetlv onr·ohrretd bE­
for E l: Ei ng oo·.1o~Un 1c~> tEd 
to e nyon£ , (SC) 

BEcr~tflry of Btnt£ 1 

\•le s l'1 ngton, 

141 , BEpt tmbEr 25, 4 p , m, 

Hy 104,_ SEptE'llb -:r 3 , a )) o •llo 

JiddA 

DntEd Stpt~mbEr 25 1 1~43 

'lEe 1 d 6 ; 5-! p , ':o 

tJnrEl1RblE l ocl'l rumo r s put cost of sword to 'oE p rEsEntEd 

to PrEsidEnt l'.t $ 100,_000. Pr obnbl y thl s f igur E 1G f.ll 

EXI'@'<r£r o.t1"n 'out thE e~<ord is undoubtEdly Exp£ne1 v£ . 

l~OOSE 



,. 

DEPARTMENT OF' ITATE 
WAIHINGTON 

September 2'l, 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I. Introduction 

To begin with, I vieh to express my appreci a tion tor 
the opportunity to go as your special rspreeenta t1 ve to 

Saudi Arabia, and to assure you ot t h e satiataction which 

I go t in reeling that the background and knowledge or 

languages, including Arabic, that I acquired from IIIJ' 

parents who were mi seionaries in Syria could thus prove 

ot special use to the American Government. 

I~. Results ot Mission 

I hope you will teel that my mission wee properly 

carried out and that the result• and the information which 
I collected were worthwhile. Furthermore, it, as a result 
ot my mission, the false impression that has tor some t ime 

ex1ated in certain high Britilh quarters that there wa e 
even the slightest possi bility that Ibn Saud could be 

bribed to be ot assistance to the Zioniete can be completely 
dissipated, my trip will certainly have bean uaetul. 

III. Prooedll£! 
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III . Procedure 

It agreeable to you, I suggest first ot all your 

reading: 

(l) the letter that I have brought to you from His 
Majesty Ibn Saud; 

(2) the ~-memoire given me by Ibn Saud in regard 
to ay-direotive; and 

(~) my memorandum dated August ~1, 194~ summarizing 
the results ot my mission. 

IV. Aaplit1oat1on ot the 11ng1 t Att1tudt 

I wish to emphasize again the impression that I re­

ceived !rom Ibn Saud of his very eincere resentment at 
even the implication, which ot course he did not believe, 

that you had any part in the attempted bribe . From my 
visit I am firmly convinced that the ling wae entirely 

sincere in hie reason tor remaining silent regarding the 
effort of the Zionists to bribe him for hie support and 

that this silence in no way whateoever implied any willing­
nee& on hie part to consider acceptance of the otter. The 

taot that t he Xing's silence in this regard was misinter­

preted by Dr . Weizmann ae well as by various important 
British officials is one ot the strangest developments in 

the whole oaae. 

I n additi on to the 11ng1 e outetanding qualitiee ot 
honeety, patrioti .. , and religioua eincerity, I wae ~reeeed 

by 



by hie wisdoM in the clear recogniti on ot the limitation• 
ot hie power in regard to matters extending beyond Saudi 
Arabia. Whi le admitting hie abi lity to influence the 
thinki ng ot mi llions ot Moslems in varioua parte ot the 
world, he tully realized ' that he hed no m~ndate to speak 
tor them on Palestine or any other aubJeot outside ot hi s 
own Iingdom. 

He demonstrated an abi lity to express a clear and 
euooinot opi nion in anewer to any question put to him; he 
never stumbled, never hesitated. This wa e particularly 
i mpres sive since his poor eyesight aa well as hie limited 
reading capaci ty have made hie very wide accumulation ot 
knowledge possible only through his ear. 

Ae regards the ICing 's moral leadereh1p ot Moslems 
ever ywhere, t here is no questi on but that hie for thri ght 
etatement recently given to the editor ot ~. i n regard 
to t he J ews and t o Palest ine, has further raised hi e stand­
ing everywhere throughout the Arab a s well as the Moslem 
world. 

Ri a very high regard tor you personally and hie growing 
admi rat i on t or the American people a• a whole was clearly 
demonstrated in hie very cordial ho spi tal i ty to me and in 
tact t o every Ameri can vi sit ing him i n your name . I hope 
you will be good enough to have the neoeeeary word paaeed 

on 



0 

on to the Protocol Divieicn or the State Department 
that, ae a result, more than a routine Job should be done 
during the approaching visi t or Prince Feieal and hie 
brother. This is particularly important since !rom the 
United St atee these Princes will be going direct to Great 
Britain where, ae you know, much will be made or t hem. 
v. b~ortance of Mr. ~urchill and British Foreign Office n eratpnding the eots 

I trust if I have convinced you or the correctness or 
the facta given in my memorandum attached, you may decide 
that it ia advisable for me to complete the assignment 
that you gave me by my visiting London where I may have an 
opportunity or informing Mr. Churchill and various members 
of the Foreign Office of the facts and information that I 
collected. In this connection, I obtained the prior con­
sent or the Xing to the contents or the two aide-m~moire, 
relating to the proposed meeting or Dr. Weiunann and the 
memorandum regarding Arab federation, being shown to the 
British Government 1t you so desire. 

In add1 tion, I am p reparing a full and complete report 
or all the information that I collected from the I 1ng dur­
i ng my V1e1t. Tble will be available for the uee or the 
State Department, the Treasury, and or any other government 
agency that may ha'l'e need of this material. 

VI. Qn1ted 
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VI, Uni ted States Policy Townrd the Middle East Problem 

As t o a sound policy tor the Uni ted States in regard 

to Middle East, I suggest that in the light of the informa­

t ion collected during my two recent trips to t he Mi ddle 

East we should neit her try t o take over major responsi­

bility, which is British, for action in this area, nor try 

to evade ell American responsibility tor what occurs which, 

I submit , would be equally inadvisable . 

I n the Middle East our policy should be planned with 

the United States t aki ng the posi tion of an important 

Junior partner in a joi nt undertaking Just as in South 

America, for instance, the roles of partnership would be 

reversed--there the United St ates would be the senior 

partner and Britain the junior partner. However, in bot h 

areas the Junior partners can perform useful functions and 

should pl an to perform them, 

VII . Basis or Ameriosn Interest s i n the Midd1e East 

Besi des the long- term cultural, mi ssionary, and edu­

cational i nterests of tho usands of American c iti zens in 

t he Middle East, there i s also the natural i nterest of 

many American Jews in the problem of Palestine. I have 

no easy solution of the Palestine problem, but a peaceful 

solution must and, I f i rmly believe, can be worked out , 

It i s clear, however, t hat to gain American support tor 

a sound 
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a sound and peaceful solution t he American people as a 

whole must be properly informed and much better informed 

on the Arab and Moslem viewpoint as well as on the Zionist 

viewpoint. At p resent thie is not the case . 

Furthermore, on the material side we are tor the first 

time developing some fundamental postwar economic interests 

or a long-term cha racter in the Middle East and particularly 

in Saudi Arabia. Primarily, these consist or our inter-

eat in the enormous oil reserves or the Arabi an Peninsula, 

t he oonceasion ror which 1s in the hands or an American 

company, and also in American rights tor postwar a1r routes 

crossing various parts or Arabia. In addition, t here is 

in this area a substantial postwar import market tor 

tobacco and dates, and an export market tor American auto­

mobiles, moving pictures, and certain speci alized products 

such as typewriters, adding machines, end other types or 

mechanical equipment . 

VII I. Br itish and French Org~nizations in the Mi ddle East 

Our British friends have round it advisable to build 

i n the Mi ddle East an organizat ion to deal with political 

and eoono•ic problema or the area or region as a whole , 

with a Minister or State (Mr. R. G. Casey) in charge. I t 

ia his duty on the one hand to coordinat e the political 

poli cy or various British ambassador s and ministers 

throughout 
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throughout the Middle East area and, on the other band, 

to coordinate work on the economic problems or the area 

working primari ly through the Middle East Supply Center 

(MESC). In both f1eldo, l~r . Casey has experts studying 

specific problems such, for instance, a s the relations or 

the Arabs and or t he Moslems generally wi th the Jews both 

in Palestine and in other areas or the Middle East. 

The French Committee of National Liberation bas also 

round it advisable to centralize responsibility in one 

individual--General Catroux--ror developing a sound French 

policy toward Moslem problems both i nside and outside the 

French Colonial Empire, 

IX . Exis t ing Am erican Situat ion in the Midd1e Eaet 

As yet the Uni t ed States does not have a similar 

coordinated political set- up in the Middle East and, as a 

result , American polit ical i nterests tend at timee to suffer . 

Each American ambassador or miniet er quite naturally thinks 

primarily in terms or American relations to the particular 

country to which he is accredited. The result is that 

there is a l ack or what might be termed a regional or 

area point of view in regard to such problema as extend 

beyond any one country. For exlllllple, en intelli gent Amer­

ican policy in regard to the Moslems should be framed no t 

simpl y 
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aimpl y in the light or conditione in any one State in the 

Middle Eaat but should include consideration ct Moslem 
attitudes in nei ghboring Middle Eaatern States ae well a e 

in North Africa, in Indi a and even in Russia and China. 

The r ecent appointment of Mr. Landis with the personal 
rank ot mi nister to deal with the economic problems or the 

Middle East area 1s an excellent fi rst step , It should 
defi nitely help in the development or an area economic 

poli cy on the part or the United States both tor t he WIU' 

and t or the postwar ueriod, 

X, SUggested Procedure for the United States Government 
It politi cally feasible, I euggeet the apooi ntment 

without f urther delay of an American ambassador-at-large 
to the Middle East to act a s the American counterpart to 
the Briti sh Mi nister ot State . This would be an effective 

step end i n line with experiments already made in other 

parte of the globe , Such an ambaeaedor- at-large , vhoae 
headquarters would no doubt be 1n Oairo, should have clear 

authority for via1ting and coordinating American political 
and econo.Uc pol1c7 in regard to the broader probleme or 

the Middle East area ae a whole, Since euch en orticial 

can count on aesietance !rom the various diplomat i c and 
consular uoete alread:f e etabl1ahed 1n the Mi ddle Eaet area, 

h1 1 own starr need not be large and would probably be 

oompoeed 
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composed or a rew experts speciali zing i n the major 

broad poli t i oal problema or the r egion as a whole . 

Ir for any reason such an appoi nt ment is no t at once 

possi ble , I suggest that at l east an officer wi th t he 

personal rank or minister and cor responding on the pol1ti-
' 

oal si de t o Mr. Landis on t he economi c e1de be appoi nted 

t o Cai ro to act as a l i aison offi cer on the Mi nister or 

State's starr. It would be hi e duty to keep the State 

Department and the American Government fully informed 

(l) on Bri t i sh regi onal policies in thi s Mi ddle 
East area; 

(2) on t he broader Ameri can poli tical interests in 
t he Mi ddle East ; 

( 3) on varioue mi nority pr oblems , and moat particu­
l arl y on the interests ~nd a tti tudes or the 
50 mi lli on Arabs in the Middle East as well as 
on the vi ewpoint or the 200 mi lli on additional 
Moslems elsewhere in the worl d. 

Certainly it is not too soon to set uu such an Ameri­

can Middle East political organization since the men having 

first-hand knoWledge in thh area would be useful duri ng 

the war, but should also be even more useful ae advi sers 

at the p eace conference that mus t eventually be held . We 

can be sure t hat t he French and the Bri t i sh will have their 

•exper ts", and the United St ates should not be w1 thout its 

expert advi sers. These expert s should not merely be 

profe ssors with a hi stori cal knowledge or past events 

i n 
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i n this area but should also be men with a first-hand 

knowledge ot its nresent-day problems and, tor most 

ettective work, with a personal acquaintance with the key 

political personalit ies as well . 

XI. Conclusion 

I come back trom my second tour ot the Middle East 

within a period ot eight months wi th the strengthened 

feeling that the inhabitants ot this area, and particularly 

the Arab Moslems, need end would welcome some assurance 

trom the United Statee in regard to the future ot Palestine. 

Basically, the Arabs are not pro-Axis but are pro-Arab, and 

their lack ot enthusiasm tor our United Nations' cause 

should be so understood. Baaed on past experience they are 

suspicious or Anglo-Am erican policies and more than any­

thing else tear being t aoed with a fai t accompli by some new 

Balfour declaration that would deprive them ot Palestine 

and give it to the Jews as a Jewish State. This the one 

~llion Arabs ot Palestine will not willingly accept and 

in this refusal the Arabs ot Palestine have the support of 

t he remaining 49 million Arabs ot t he Middle East . It was 

to meet t his situa tion that I had recommended the recent 

statement freezing t or the duretion that existing statue 

ot Palestine. You will recall that this statement after 

being apnroved by you and by the British Government wa1 

ehel ved 
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shelved on the flimsiest basis and has not es yet been 

issued. 

The situation in Palestine itself--far !rom having 

improved in the past few months--has deteriorated further 

and the recent trials of Zionist Jews for organized thefts 

of arms ! rom British arsenals has again brought home to 

many Palestinian Arabs the reeling that they in their turn 

may be forced to open hostilities against the Jews in 

Palestine i n order to make clear to the United Nations 

the settled determination of the Palestinian Arabs not 

to accept willingly the establishment of a Jewish State in 

Palestine . 

I n conclusion, therefore, I have one final poi nt, more 

important than perhaps any one other, to re-emphasize. Not 

only you as President but the American people as a whole 

should real i ze t hat, i! the American Government decides to 

support the establi shment of a Jewish State in Palestine, 

they are committ ing the American people to t he use of force 

in that area, since ~ ~ force can a Jew~sh State in 

Palestine be established or be maintained, 
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