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HEMEANDUN POR THE PRESILENT

'n view of ths confidentinl nature of Colonel loskinas'
resemt miesion to ses the Wing in Saudl Arabis, he was
neked on completion of his misrion to return to ¥ashinge
ton snd %o deliver hile remort to you in person. An A
result of followlng thie procedurs, his nicslon wes sSOCOMm-
rlished with a minimum of publieity or lenkege, snd ot the
frme Time o more complete ploture of the =iturtion in Unedl
“rebie wee obteined,

You will recall thet on June 29 when the Tritish Yorelgn
Of 7106 wan informed of the rurvose of Colone! !orking' mise
mion to Soudl Arebia they aske' specifically that thay Le
"fully informed of the tenor sni outcome"” of his miseton.
As yel we hove given them no informetion,

1 believe that the moat setisfeolory procedure for
informing the British will he for Colone? Heskinm to proe
osed to london and to give te kr, Churchill end %o the
Forelrn Offlice st firet-hend the resulta of hie missien.
Meo, wiile he 1iv there, he oan see r, Yelrmenn and ‘nform
bim of Fing Thn Seud's snewer,

May I have your spprevsl to thie proosdure?

Edward R. Stettinius: Ir.
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My dear Mr. President:

Our Miniater at Cairo reports a convereation with
Sheikh Youesef Yasein, who as the represantative of
King Ibn Saud has arrived in Caire for converaations
with the Egyptian Frime Minister on Arab union.

According to the Shaikh, Ibmn Saud haa aartaln
reservations and suspicioms regarding the present aotivi-
ties looking to Arab union, but doss not wish to be
obstruetive. The King feels, therefore, that he might
show a favorable attitude towards eventual economi ¢
and cultural union among Arab states but withhold, for
the present, approval of furthering the politieal eepecta
of such union.

Before taking a position, the King desires to know
whether the American Government approves of hie attitude
and also what our attitude 1s on the general guestion of
Arab union. Mr. Kirk requests inetructions.

Shaikh Youssef

The Preaident,
The White House.



Shaikh Youssef made simlilar inquiries at the British
Embassy at Cairo where he wae referred to the Eden state-
ment of 1941, to the effect that the British would esupport
any echeme for unity on which the Arabs could agree.

There 1s attached a draft telegram to our Legation
at Cairo for your approval, if you concur, which gives
our approach to the question of Arab union based upon this
Government's general polley in the Near East. Our attitude
le consistent with the Eden declaration, and the note of
caution which the proposed message strikes is in harmony
with King Ibn Saud's own reservations,

Faithfully yours,

I-l"1-|.1'Ja'-'-!.r'l’_l. R. Etﬂttlﬂiuﬂ. Jr‘"

Enclosure:

Draft telegram
To Cairo.




AMERICAN LEGATION
CAIRO.

You mny say to “haikh Youssef Yaesin, with reference
to your 1829, Ogtober 13, 9 an.n. ond 1837, October 14,
4 p.m,. that although we have not i1ssued any statement
equivalent to the Eden statement on Arad union, our
general attitude toward the nations of the Near East is
vell known and has undergone no recent change, That
attitude is, in brief, that we desire to sese the independent
Near Eastern countries retain their liberties and atrengthen
their economic and soclal condition. The nspirations of
other liear Eastern countries for full independence have our
complete sympathy. It naturally follows that if those
peoples find it advantageous to unite of thelr own free
will, we would view such a development with sympathy, alvways
on the understanding that it takes place in mccord with
the principles set forth in the Atlantic Charter and in
line with the declarations of Secretary Hull, notably
those of July 23, 1942 and September 12, 10943.

You may mleo say that while of course the countries
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eoncernad will shape thelr own decislon, 1t seems to us
that the eveats and problems of the last few years have
shown that the Near Yastern countries need a great deal
more strength in the economic, social and cultursl domains
and that first steps toward unity might welil have these
ends primarily in view.

The foregoing is for Jhalkh Youssef's background
information only.

fepeat to Jidda.

8908.00/283

NE:GPM:EML
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THE WHITE HOUSE ; '. N

WASHINGTON E ,

February 10, 1944.
MiMOI ANTUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Re: Rifles to be Supplied to Saudi Arabia, = g i
. i £a s ay b A

ik r'.- i

In accordanee with your request I-heve assombled the foects on this
matiar: S

1. The British ant Amcrican militery authorities agreed, on December 2,
1943, that cortain reconnalssance care, machine guns, rifles and mis-
cellanecus equipment and stores be supplied to the govornment of Saudi
Arabia, 50% by the U. 5. end 508 by the U.K.

2. Prelinlnary steps have been taken to supply some of these military
goods out of stocks in the Middle East in mccordance with the above
sgreement, but dsliveries have not yet begun and are in suspense,

3. The agreed deliveries include about 10,000 rifles.

4« The British propose that 50% of thuese rifles be of British caliber,
but the U. 5, military authorities objcct.

5+ The U,5. War Department has arranzed for the munufecture within the
United States, durdng 1944, of about 150,000 military rifles of British
eeliber, These arrangements were made &8s & result of wery strong repre-
sentations from the Eritish as to the urgent need of the British forces
for these rifles. The U. 5. militery authorities question whether the
U, K. militery needs cen beve been correctly stated if the U. K. is able
to provide rifles to Baudi Arabia.

6. The U. 5. military authorities further recommend thet the Munitions
Aesignment Boserd adopt & general poliey that the U. K. be rejuirad to
obtuin the consent of the U. 5. to the disposal of all equipment of U. S.
origin which 18 surplus to tim military requirements of the U. K, and
alsc all eculpment of U. K. origin to the extent that the U. §. has fur-
niched the U. K. with the same or similar items.

7. I understand thul on Februsry 8 Mr. Stettinius expressed his readiness
to join the U. 8. Army authorities in epposing the tranafer of rifles of
British caliber and in proposing this generzl policy me to consent.

8. The Munitions Assignmont Board on February 9, 1944 deferred considera-
tion of these recommendstions for one week.

ﬂ---“: @\
ichlin Currie
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THE WHITE HOUSE AL

WASHINGTOMN |
March 8, 1044

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

I eaw Henry Morgenthau last
night and we dlscuesed what you
had eald about Ibn Sa'ud still
insisting that he had been offered
a bribe.

We both agreed that 1t would
be well to hand you the attached
copy of a letter which Dr. Welzmann
gent to Sumner Welles laet December,
explaining this whole situation and
gilving the famcte as he knowa them.

The letter was sent to Mr. Welles
with the idea that he show 1t to
you but I do not know whether he did.

There 18 aleo attached excerpts
from a statement sent to Df‘. Welzmann
by Mr. Bt. John Philby, who seems
to have been the principal actor
in the transaction.

B. I. R.



77, GREAT RUSSELL STREET
LONDON, W.C.1,

13th December, 1943,

Hon. Summer Welles,
WASHINGTON, D.C,

Dear Mr. Sumner Welles,

It was with deep regret that I learned of your leaving the Department
of State. I hope you will forgive me for troubling you, even now, with a matter
discussed between us while you were in office;, for I should like it %o be brought
to the attention of the President, and if you are willing to do me this great
service, I feel that no one is as well acquainted with the subject as you are
yourself,

2. You will doubtless remember that during my conversations with you I
menticned a soheme for a Jewish-Arab agreement, originally put to me by Mr. St.
John Philby, the well-known Arabian traveller and scholar, who is a personal
friend of King Ibn Sa'ud. This I briefly repeated to the President when I had
the honour of seeing him. May I remind you of its main outline? The Arabs
should relinquish Palestine west of the Jordan to the Jews if, at that price,
complete independence is secured to them in all other Arab lands in Asia, Mr.
Philby envisaged considerable transfers of Arab population, and a compensation of
£20,000,000 was to be paid to Ibn Sa'ud. When Mr. Philby first discussed this
scheme with me in the autumn of 1939, in the presence of my colleague Mr. Namier,
we replied that Jewry, though impoverished, will be able to meet the financial
burden, of which part would have to take the form of Palestinian goods, or work
on land to be developed for re-settlement of Arabs. But the political part of
the programme could only be implemented by Great Britain and the United States.

3a In the talk with the President you suggested sending Colonel Hosldns to
King Ibtn Sa'ud. I felt reluctant to express my doubts, but, after careful con-
sideration, I wrote to you deprecating the proposed choice because I knew Colonel
Hoskins to be in general out of sympathy with our cause. The position with regard
to Ibn Sa'ud was extremely delicate. As you will see from the enclosed letter
from Mr. Fhilby, he had put his scheme before Ibn Sa'ud on January 8th, 1940. Ibn
Sa'ud replied that he would consider it, if it came to him as a firm offer, but
that he would disavow ilr. Philby if this attitude was prematurely divulged. Clear-
ly he feared opening himself to attack by rivals in the Arab world on account of a
scheme which might never reach the stage of practical consideration.

d, After leaving America last June, I heard no more until the end of Ootober,
when Colonel Hoskins came to see me here three times in November. He told me that
he had been to Arabia and had there heard for the first time about t}a Fhilby

soheme
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scheme. He reported King Ibn Sa'ud as having spoken with great bitterness about
me, declaring that I had sent Mr..Philby to him with the offer of a bribe, which
was oontrary to his honour, patrictism, and religion; and that he had turned
Mr, Philby out, and would not receive him in Arabis again. Colonel Hoskins
also reported fbn Sa'ud as saying that the £20,000,000 was to be guaranteed by
the United States. Colonel Hoskins further informed me that Ibn Sa'ud had sent
& written statement to the Presidemt in which Mr. Philby is alluded to, but not

named .

Be The assertion about the United States guarantee for the money compensas
tion was obviously based on a misconception somewhere (see above, paragraph 2).
I should be profoundly distressed if the President thought I had used his name
in this connection, which was never the case. Further, I was astonished by what
Colonel Hoskins reported Ibm Sa'ud to have said about Mr. Philby, as I knew that
¥r. Philby had remained a guest of the King for quite half a year after having
put his scheme before him., I was therefore relieved the next time I met Colonel
Hoskins to discover that the repert of Mr. Philby's disgrace had been mere ly
Colonel Hoskins' own deduction: he said he could not imagine that the King
would welcome back a man who had suggested so distasteful a scheme. Mr. Namier
and I discussed the matter frankly with Mr. Philby, who has also seen Colonel
Hoskins alone. Mr, Philby's view (as you will see from the enclosure) is that
Colonel Hoskins' mission left matters much as they stood, and that if the origi-
nal sclieme was offered to Ibn Sa'ud on behalf of the President and Mr. Churchill,

it would be acocepted.

B When I was in America you were good enough to discuss with me at length
the Palestine question. I hope that you have not lost the interest in Palestin-
lan affairs which gave me so much encouragement and pleasure. MNMay I put my
views before you once more in special comnection with Mr. Philby's scheme? - It is
conceived on big lines, large enough to satisfy the legitimate agpirations of Arabe
and Jows, and the strategio and economic interests of the United States and Bri-
tain. In my belief, none of the problems of the Middle East can be effectively
settled piecemeal, but only by treating them as a connected whole. The world is
deeply interested in solving the Jewigh problem, the overwhelming ma jority of
the Jews themselves desire a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine, and expect its
establishment to normalise the position of Jews in the Dispersion; the Arabs de-
mand complete independence and freedom to achieve unity.

T If the world supporte the Jews in their demand for Palestine west of
the Jordan, let the Arabs concede it as a quid pro quo for fulfilment of their
claims everywhere else. Our heritage in ﬂnfuglm was out down to the bone when
Trans jordan was separated in 1922. What is left, is oclearly a unit, and further
partition of it would deprive the settlement of finality. If the whole of west-
ern Palestine is left to us, we plan to carry out a Jordan Development Scheme Bug=
gested to us by American experts. This would also benefit the Arab land on the
western bank, and facilitate transfers of population. A scheme on such large
lines would be greatly helped by the backing of an outstanding personality in the
Arab world, such as Ibm Sa'ud. I therefore feel, in splte of Colonel Hoskins!
edverse report, that, properly managed, Mr. Philby's scheme oifers an approach
which should not be abandonmed without further exploration.

Yours very sincerely,
Siﬁ,ﬂl’d---rtcﬂ- WEIZLANN.



EXTRACTS FROM A STATEMENT SENT T0 ME BY MR, ST.JOHN PHILBY, 17.11.43.

D - L ]

sssssnssssll waas, I Ilid,ﬂn Jmll']' 'th, 1“0 - & faw hr. after oy re-
turn to Arabia - that I communicated "the plan® to the King. There was
nothing whatscever to prevent him telling me then mand there that it was
an impossible and unscceptable proposition - in which case I should have
informed Dr.Weismann accordingly and dropped the whole thing. But the
King did not tell me that. He told me, on the contrary, that some such
arrangementes might be possible in appropriate future circumstances, that
he would keep the matter in mind, that he would give me a definite answer:.
at the appropriate time, that meanwhile I should not breathe a word about
the matter to anyone - least of all to any Arab - and finally, that if the
proposals became the subject of public discussion with any suggestion of
his approving them, hs would have no hesitation whatsoever in denouncing
me a8 having no authority to commit him in the matter. I was perfectly
prepared to mccept that position, and the King knew that I would communicate
his answer to Dr.Weizmann. He did not forbid me to do sol

So far from being & persona non grata to the King owing to my
connection with this business, I remained Arabia until July 2lst of
thet year (1940) - six and & half months after the fatal commnication, and
practically all the time as the King's guest at Riysdh or in his desert
camp. Indeed, on June lst His Majesty made me a gift of a newly-built
house on the assumption and in the hope that I shouldiive permanently
in Arabia. Time dragged on with never & sign from the King, and on a
certain oocasion when Yusuf Yeain and I were alone together in the desert
I vantured to broach the subject to him. As I expected he was hoastile,
but, so far as I know, he kept my confidence and I heard no more of the
incident. Still later, under similar conditions of confidence, I told
Bashir Sa'dewi the genersl outline of the plan, and found him unexpectedly
favourable; but within the hour he had told the King of our conversation,
and, when I walked into the audience-chamber that afterncon, the King
summors] meé to his side. Didn't I tell you, he said, not to talk to any-
one about that matter? I made some very lame excuse, saying that I
thought he must have forgotten all about it, and that there was no harm
in talking about it s an academic proposition. Well, remember, he said;
don't do it againl Meanwhile, the European situation was having & gloomy
effect on Arkbia, and I imegined that appropriate conditions for the dis-
cussion of Palestine affairs would be long in establishing themselves.

In May I decided to press the King for an answer, but, as I anticipated,
he put me off again,- though without one single word of reproach.

It was entirely on my own initiative that I decided about the
middle of June to leave Arabis for Amrica. Communications with my family
in England had been cut off by the closing of the Mediterranean; but, when
I gave this as my reason for going to America, the King telegraphed to the

/ Arabian



Arabian Minister in London to telegraph a weekly bulletin regarding my
family. Nevertheless, 1 insisted on going despite the efforts of the
King and the Amir Sa'ud to dissuade me on the ground that I might get ine
to trouble owing to my habit of free speech. I answersd that England
was & democratic country cherishing the right of free speech at all times.
In the end, unable to dissuade me, the King insisted on my recording in
my diary that he himself had warned me not to leave Arabia lest I might
got into trouble. On the very day of my departure the Crown Prince, who
had come to the door to see me off, begged me to change my mind even at
the last moment, and begged me to record in my diary that he too had tried
to prevent me leaving Arabia.

I explained all this in detail to Colonsl Hoskins in order to
disabuse him of the impression that I was at any time, after making "the
plan® known to Ibn Se'ud, & persona non grata at his Court. As regards
the future, I put it to Colonel Hoskins that the suggestion of my re-
turn to Arabia being unwelcome to the King was obviously susceptible of
a very simple test. The very same suggestion had been of ficially made onee
before (in Pebruary 1941) and I had applied the test with the result
that I had been categorically assured by the Arabisn Minister in London
not only that I would be welcome back in Arabia, but that he wae ready at
any time to give me the necessary visa for the purpose of returning thither.
In view, however, of the withdrawal of Colonel Hoskim's original statement
that the King would not permit my return, I did not think it necessary to
take any specific action in the matter. I was, indeed, as I explained to
Colonel Hoskins, completely satisfied with his explanation of the whole
matter, and he readily sccepted my suggestion that, as his remarks about the
King's attitude to me had naturally shocked Dr.Weizmann, he should seek an
opportunity of explaining the real position to them as he had done to me.
With that, I brought the conversation back to "the plan”. On his own
showing, I said, he had known nothing of "the plan® until it had been
mentioned to him by the King. It followed that he had not gone to the
King with anything in the nature of a firm offer on the lines of "the
plan™ on behalf of the United States Government. A further statement,
made by Colonel Hoskins to Dr.Weizmann (but not repeated to me) was that
Colonel Hoskins started by asking the King whether he would see Dr.Weiszmann;
that the King replied that he would consider the matter, but some days
elapsed without his returning to the subject. Concluding from this that
the answer was negative, Colonel Hoskins asked him whether he would meet
one of Dr.Weismann's colleagues? It was then that the King is reported
to have broken out against Dr.Weismann and the Scheme. Colonel Hoskins
was now sware, I went on, from what I had said, that the King had sworn
me to complete secrecy and had warned me that he would, if necessary,
denounce me. That was exactly what had happened, and the deduction
I drew from the whole story was as follows:

The King, on hearing that he was to be visited officially by
& confidential emissary of the American Government natural ly assumed
that the emissary was coming to communiocate to him a firm offer onthe
lines of "the plan®. The emissary came with no such offer, but merely
with the suggestion that Ibn Sa'ud should meet Dr.Weismann or some
other Jewish leader, presumably for the purpose of further bargaining

/ over
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over Palestine. The King, fully accustomed to the tortuous ways of
diplomacy, had deliberately refrained both from giving a definite answer
and from expressing his opinion of Dr.Weizmann. He may well have
thought that a fow days of silent incubation would produce the firm offer
which he had a right to expect if "the plan" reflected the desire of the
British and Americen Governments. ButColonel Hoskins had no firm offer
to make him; and when some days later he merely asked for the King's
reply to his original .lwigoution about seeing Dr.Weismann, His Majesty,
realising that "the plan" had obviously not won acceptance on the part
of the two Governments concerned, allowed himself, as he occasionally
does in moments of disappointment, the lumury of a fit of ill-temper

at the expense of Dr.Weiimann, the Jews in general, and myself. It
was exactly what I would have expected in the circumstances. King Iwn
Sa'ud is getting very weary of the ways of Western diplomacy, and he
perhaps rightly suspects that the strategic, economic and political
interests of certain Great Powars debar them from making any really
acceptable offer to the Arabs.

Nevertheless, as I made clear to Colonel Hoskins after our
very full talk over the whole business, his account of his conversations
with King Tbn Sa'ud had not in the least shaken my conviction - a con-
vioction on which I was prepared to stake my whole reputation, which
was all I had to stake since I had already sacrificed my career by my
fight for Arab indepemdence - that, had he gone out to Arabia with
President Roosevelt's firm offer, made on behalf of the American and
British Governments, on thelines of "the plan®, that offer would have
bean accepted. I could only draw the rather diseppointing conclusion
that the British and American Governments are not prepared to make the
relatively light sacrifices involved in "the plan™ even to save the
Jews from persecution, torture and death. If, howsver, I am wrong on
this point the opportunity presents itsdlf for putting the matter to
the test. If the two Governments are really desirous of an arrange-
ment on the lineas of "the plan” and are prepared to make to Ibn Sa'ud
& firm offer in that sense, I am convinced that the King will accept
it - but it muet be a fimm offer on the lines of "the plan”, to be
accepted or. rejected as it stands without modification or bargaining.
I have only my own conviction to pit against the views of Colonel Hoskins,
but no harm can come of putting the matter to the test. Either "the plan”
is accepted, or the status quo remains intact without prejudice to any-
body. For my part, I guarantee (for what my guarantee is worth) that
the suggested firm offer will be accepted if mmde by any :measqnably
intelligent person of indieputable goodwill on behalf of the two
Governments concerned.

H.5t. J. PHILBY.
17.11.43.
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AMLEGATION,
JIDDA.

You are authorised to reply to the Finanoce Minister
in the Tollowing sense (ycur 67, February 27, 11 a.m.):

The President has reed with interest the message from
the King. You may state that the President was glad that
the King communicated his views frankly to this Oovernment
and that the Fresident considered this as a menifestation
of the attachment and friendship existing bDetween the
United 5tates and Saudi Arabia. You may further advise
mmtmmmtuuwtnnmnm
regarding the Palestine resolutions contaimed in the
Departaent's telegram mo. 408, to Cairo, the substance of
ﬂ-hmhnﬂrul;muhth-lm. You may alseo
say that She President wishes to renew the sssurances he
h-mnﬂ;ﬂmhmun that 4t 1s the view of
this Government that no deelsion altering the basic situstion
¢f Palestine should be reached without full ‘eonsulsation
with both Arabs and Jews,

9 &~ Q“ :
“!W 3 DECLASSIFIED
NE 3 3V 1 ¥ 3B NEA  State Dept. Letter, 1-11-T2 1|S?2

FEB 1

By J. Schuuble Date_T =0y



COFY DECLASSITTED
Btate Dept. |ettor, 1-11-72

By J. Schauble Date EER 1 8 1972
TELEGHAM SENT
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DEFARTMENT OF STATE
Washington,
AMERICAN LEGATION, Feb, 26, 1944
8 p.m,
CAIRO,
408

It now appears unlikely that the Palestine Resolutlione
will be reported out of elther the Senate or the House
Committee (Department's 341, February 19, 5 p.m, and your
417, February 23, 6 p.m.). You may make discreet use
of this information in any conversatione you may have on
thies subject, In such conversations you should stress
(Department!s 318, February 16, 9 p.m.) the point that even
if the Resoclutlions had been reported out and pazsed, such
actlon would mere} have represented the views of the members
of the two Houses and would not have been binding upon the
Executive,

In this general connection the Department is under the
impression that few people in your territory, even educated
and intelligent leaders, fully understand the structure and
method of operation of the American form of government. You
should take every opportunity to explain our system, parti-
cularly with regard to such matters as the Resclutions under
discussion,

Repeat to Jerusalem, Beirut, Damascus and Jidda, A

separate message ls being sent to Baghdad
NE:EMW:MW NEA AL Le 2/26/44 " Aoting



DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE
WABHINGTON.

March 10, 1944

DUM FOR THE PRESID

Subject: Reply to King Ibn Saud Regerding Palestine.

I am attaching for your approval a telegram to our
Legation at Jidda containing a message from you to King
Ibn Saud in reply to hie recent protest regarding the
Falestine resolutions. There is also attached a copy

of the Department's telegram no, 408 to Cairo which is

mentioned in this message.

Enclosures:

l, Telegram to Americ
Legation, Jidda.

2. Telegram no. 408,
February 26, 1944
to Amerlcan Legaticn
at Cairo »
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d\ ‘?b WABHINGTON.

April 3, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Extension of Increased Finaneclial and
Economic Assistance to Saudi Arabls,.

It is believed necessary for this Government to extend
additional financial and economlic aseistance to Saudil Arabla
in order to safeguard adequately the American national interest
in the great petroleum resources of that country.

During the past few years the Government of Saudl Arabla
has relied prineipally upon British subsidies to meet its
deficits arising from inadequate sources of revenue, Hecently
this Government has furnished limited quantities of Lend
Lease durable goods and also silver for coins, which is to
be repsid in kind five years after the war,

It hae now been ascertained that the British Government
proposes in 1944 to subsidize Saudl Arabia to the extent of
nesrly 12 million dollars for the purchase from British
sources of such consumer goods as foodstuffs and textiles,

This sum is approximately six times greater than the value
of Lend Lease ald this Government contemplates extending during
the current year.

Furthermore, 1t has Just been reported that the BEritish
Minister in Jidda has persuaded King Ibn Saud tec remove certain
key Saudl Arablan officials known to be friendly to the United
States and to agree to appoint a British economic adviser and
possibly a British petroleum adviser as well,

If Saudi Arsbia is permitted to lean too heavily upon
the British, thers 1s always the danger that the Eritish will
request a quid pro gue in oil. To obviate thie danger, 1t 1s
recommended that thie Government share the subeldy on an over-
all equal baslis with the British. In view of the immediate
urgency of so doing, it 1s suggested that the American share
of the subsidy take the initlal form of Lend Lease ald and
that the Forelgn Economic Administration be authorized to pro-

vide whatever goocds may be necessary. Subsequently Congreesslonal

approval might be sought for outright financlal asslstance,
In connection with the extension of such assistance it ie
recommended also that & propocal be made to the Saudi Arablian
Government to establish a central bank under purely American
auspices, in as much as nothing hae been heard of a proposal
made by this Government to the British on February 17, 1944
for the establishment of such a bank under jolnt Amerlcan and
British susplces,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

spril 26, 1944,

MEMORANIUM FOR»
GEORGE SUMMEKLIN
Doar Sumyy,

Will you please let me imow
ﬁromﬁwhcmmﬂdnklleu?dto
read and translate Arshiel -

Please teke pity on me and
have this treaslated, end iy oclmiler
Arabio letters that oome in the future,
before sending them to me,

Fo Do Re

Letter in Arabiec from King Ibm Saud.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

November 24, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Favorable Action by King
Ibn Saud with Regard to
Saudi Arabian Radio Station.
Word has just been received that Eing
Ibn Saud has taken favorable action with
regard to the Saudi Arabian radio station
matter by ordering aporopriste official
written notice given to Cable and Vireless,
Limited. For this reason it will not be
necessary to send to the Prime Minister and
King Ibn Saud the messages we discussed in

the course of our recent conversation.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 8, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Saudi Arabia - Financisl Assistence

VWhen we talked together on the 23rd of Lecem-
ber, I referred briefly to the attached memo-
randum outling & program of seeking Congressional
spproval for direct financial aid to Saudi Arabis.

Lend-Lesse aid will not be aveilable for
this purpose after this fiscal year. The attached
memorandum gives reasons indicating why it is in
our national interest to extend this essistance
otherwise, Saudi Arabia will undoubtedly turn
elsewhere with resulting grave long range effects
on our position in that country. The Wer and Navy
Departments agree as to its desirability. Estimates
of the amount involved vary from a minimum of
28 million to & maximum of 57 million, for the five
year period 1945 - 50.

We did not have the time to go into the
matter thoroughly together but it wes my under-
standing that you were favorably inclined towerds
the proposal. I enclose the memorandum from which
we talked for your consideration and apprs

Enclosure:

Memorandum on Financia
Lid for Saudi Arabia.

/!

DECLASSTFIED i
nt. |giter, 1114
Btate Der A ier E 13?2

FEB 1

By J. Schauble Date__——



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 22, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Proposals for the Extension of Long
gﬁe Financial Assistance to Saudi

abla

In a memorandum from the Secretary of State dated
April 3, 1944, which you approved, it was recommended
that lend-lease funds be used for the extension of in-
creased economic assistance to Saudi Arabia and that
subsequently Congressional approval be sought for the
provision of direct financial aid.

Largely because of wartime conditions, Saudi Arsbia
is experiencing budgetary deficits. Thece may be ex-
pected to continue for the next few years until oil
royalties and a revival of normal trade provide sufficient
sources of revenue to meet essential governmental ex-
penditures. Meanwhile Saudi Arabia is dependent for
survivel upon help from abroad. If such help is not
provided by this Government, undoubtedly it will be
supplied by some other nation which might thus acquire
a dominant position in that country inimical to the wel-
fare of Saudi Arabia and to the national interest of the
United States.

An American national interest, basically strategic
in character, exists in Saudi Arabia for the following
reasons:

1. A strong and independent Saudi
Arabian Government in the Near East, where
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two great world powers come in contact, is
less likely to fall victim to war-breeding
aggression than a weak and disintegrating
state vulnerable to economic and political
penetration.

2. The vast oil resources of Saudi
Arabia, now in American hands under a con-
cession held by American nationals, should
be safeguarded and developed in order to
supplerent Western Hemisphere oil reserves
as a source of world supply.

3. The military authorities urgently
desire certain facilities in Saudi Arabia for
the prosecution of the war, such as the right
to construct military airfields and flight
privileges for military aircraft en route to
the Pacific war theater.

King Ibn Saud has indicated that he prefers to rely
upon the United Stetes for the assistance his country
needs and that he would adopt a much more independent
attitude toward third countries if he were assured that
this Government will extend adequate aid on a long-range
basis. This cannot be done through lend-lease (a) because
the Foreign Economic Administration is unwilling to con-
tinue it beyond the present fiscal year; and (b) because
there is no assurance in any case that lend-lease would
be available on a long-range basis.

Your approval is requested of the following steps to
be taken in order to enable this Government to extend
adequate long-range assistance to Saudi Arabia for the
purpose of affording protection to the American national
interest in that country and of obtaining wartime facili-
ties urgently needed there:
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foregoing proposals.

B

1. That the Congress be requested to
appropriate funds for use in meeting the urgent
financial requirements of Saudi Arzbia to the
eizent deemed necessary by the Secretary of
State;

2. That the Secretary of State inform the
President of the Export-Import Bank that you
desire the Bank to make a2 commitment in prineiple
of its intention to extend, after the necessary
study, development loans to finance long-range
projects for the improvement of economic con-
ditions and living standards in Saudi Arabia;

3. That the military authorities, after
consultation with the Department of State, give
immediate consideration to such projects as it
may be advisable for them to undertake promptly
in Saudi Arabia in order to provide interim
assistance by means of such measures as the con-
struction of airfields and related installations,
the dispatch of training missions and equipment,
and the construction of strategic roads, together
with other facilities.

The Secretaries of War and the Navy concur in the
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

SUPPLEMENTAEY NOTE TO MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ENTIT
"PROPOSALS FOR THE EXTENSION OF LONG RANGE FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE TO SAUDI ARABIA."

It cannot be stated with certainty at this time the
funds which will be needed to meet the urgent financial
requirements of Saudi Arabia. It is estimated, however,
that the budgetary deficits of the Saudi Arsbian govern-
ment will continue for eporoximately five years. If the
war should continue for several years more and if the
return of normal trading conditions should be delayed
unduly, the maximum sum to meet these deficits is estimated
at £57,000,000. Should the war end in the near future,
and should more favorable economic conditione obtain, only
about. $28,000,000 will be needed. A reasonable expectation,
however, is that the sum of $£43,000,000 will suffice to
meet these budgetary deficits over a five-year period until
Saudi Arsbia becomes financially self-sufficient.

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11.72

By J. Schauble Date_FEB. 18 1972



Adaiidi nnbrn foleadin

# T
e o

o ;
3‘:‘} g f‘ {'(af:.v{_j, wleal

|
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 9, 1945
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Attitude of Ibn Saud Toward
Arab Union alestine

I think that you will be particularly interested
in these two telegrams from Jidda regard:ﬂg King Ibn
Saud's attitude toward Pan-Arab matters the Pales-
tine question.

We attach considerable importance to his action
in signing the Protocol of Alliance between the Arab
states drawn up at the recent Alexandria conference,
first, because there was some question whether Saudi
Arabia would sign the agreement at all, and, second,
because in doing so the King has propcsed certain
amendments to make the Alliance more effective, with
particular reference to Palestine.

Ibn Saud's statement that he regards himself as
a champion of the Arabg of Palestine and would himself
feel it an honor to die in battle in their cause is,
of course, of the greatest significance,

Enclosures:

1. Telegram no. 8,
January 4, 1 p.
from Jidda.

2. Telegram no. 9,
January 5, 4 p.m.,
from Jidda. k
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APARTMENT DIVISION OF
" INCOMING COMMUNICATION®
/)  STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
MS=1745 Jidda
This telegroam must be
elosely peraphresed be- Deted Jeonuaery 4, 1945
fore being communiceted
to cnyone, (D Rec'd 6110 p.m,

Secretary of State,

Washington,.

|

8, Jenuery 4, 1 p.m.

King Abdul Azlz has informed ibdul Rehman Azzam
Egyptien Minister of State in cherge of iAreb relations’

{one) thet Seudl arebile will support the Pen-
Arab protocol.

ftwo) that he proposes certein besic emendments
to make unity of action more effective ageinst foreign
infringement of areb independence end to strengthen
Areb soliderity.

These besie emendments not disclosed will be
further discussed abt royal meeting with King Faroulk,

Repeated Cairo Jerusalem Beirut and Baghdad,

EDDY

BKCT.AHHTFI!D
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/‘“/EEHE"T / INCOMING DIVISION OF
GOMMUNIGATIONS
STATE ~ TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

HJP-32 Jidda

This telegream must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated Jenuary 5, 1945
fore being communicated

to anyone. I{m Ree'd 3:10 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Weshington.

9, Jenuary 5, & p.m.

ibdel Rehmen Lzzam informs me (RCLEGS 8, Janusry 4,
1 p.m.) thet in signing pen-irab protocel King ibdul
hziz 81 Sesud urges (one) militery aslliance to protect
Arab states sgainst aggression and (two) joint
commitment to defend Arab Palestine agelinst Zicnlam,
by force if necessery. King stated he would be honored
to die on battlefield himself, & chemplon of Peslestine
hrabs.

With Lx1s redio propsgende grossly exaggerating
U8 officlal support of Zionism I submit thet any
pro-Zionist move by US Government would be most unfortunate.
Details by airgram A-3, Jenuery 5, 9 e.m.

gent Depsrtment; repestod to Calro, Jerusalem,

Beirut and Baghdad.

EDDY
JT

Btate Do L IVIED
Dept. Latter, 1.1 172
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DEPARTMENT [~ | 'DIVISION OF
OF INCOMING NTRAL SERVICES

STATE TELEGRAM //J TELEGRAPH SECTION
MB-414 }1dda
This telegram mugst be
clogely paraphraged be- Pated February 28, 1945
fore being communicated
to anyone. Reec'd 7:42 a,.m,

gecretary of gtate,

Waghington,

78, February 28, noon

Re Department'g 53, Februrry 26, 1 p.m.

Informed thie hour by Foreign Miniestry that
King Abdul Aziz hae changed original decision notified
to Britleh Minieter and will (repeat will) declare
war tomorrow March one Germany and Japan and adhere

to United Nationg declaration,

EDDY

WeB
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DEPARTMENT INCOMIN pivisioN oF %
G CENTRAL SERVICES

STATE TELEG R_ﬁlv[ TELEGRAPH SECTION
L
MNH=-547 'Ltﬂidda
¥

No paraphrase . :
necessary Dated February 28, 1945
. e———

Rec'd 2:53 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Wiashington.

MOST IMMEDI/TE
79, February 28, 2 p.m.
FOR THE PRESIDENT FRQL KING /LBDUL AZIZ

(RELEGS 78, February 28, noon)
"Since the beginning of the liorld liar we have
been inclined to the cause of justice defended by
the [llies. l.e have already taken our stand against
the .xis Governments in several events, chiefly in
their agression and others which are well known to
the Jxls and the .llles., Vlie have decided that it is
for the good of ocur country that we should be in a
state of war with both Germeny and Japan from
March 1, 1945, I have decided to adhere to the
Alliea in this war. Vlie exclude from this declaration
the zone of the Holy Shrines., Because of their sanc-
tuary we should preserve complete neutrality for them.
Thus they will not engapge in war or will wsr be de-
clared on them. They are the zone of safety and peace
for all
DROTACCITFED
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-2-#79, Pebruary 28, 2 p.m., from Jidde

for 8ll those who live therein, and all those Muslims
who come to them. Thus I ask Ged to direct our steps
to rightecusness and to grant us to ever act in bshalf

of Islam end Muslims. Jbdul /ziz.,"

EDDY
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
arch 3, b
THE .r-.\.,L;.:.Ia'.-JIL...-.-:._ [ablY OF E
FUR PHEPAIALION OF HREFPLY

FOR 4Y SIGNATUHE.
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See message no, 59 of March 1, td
Jidda, copy attached,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Merch 1, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Declaration of War by Saudi Arabis

I am enclosing a message to you from King Abdul
Aziz of Saudi Arabia stating that his country is from
larch 1 in a state of war with Germany and Japan,

Acting Secretary

Enclosure:

Copy of telegram
no, 79 from Jidda,

February 28, 1945,

fﬂl?:lil,ﬁﬂsmﬁn_ K o W
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/JEPAIE‘I;MENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
; CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
EH=-547 ; Jidda
' HNo paraphrase

?acaaanry Dated February 28, 1945
Rec'd 2:53% p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

MOST IMMEDI.TE

79, February 28, 2 p.m.

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM: KING [BDUL AZIZ

(RELEGS 78, February 28, noon)

"Since the beginning of the liorld liar we have
been inclined to the cause of justice defended by
the .llles. \ie have already taken our stand against
the .xls Governments in several events, chiefly in
their agression and others which are well known to
the /xis and the .llies. Ve have decided that it is
for the good of our country that we should be in a
state of war with both Germany and Jepan from
March 1, 1945, I have decided to adheres to the
Allies in this wer. Ve exclude from this decleration
the zone of the Holy Shrines., Because of their sanc-
tuary we should pressrve complete neutrality for them.
Thus they will not engage in war or will war be de-
clared on them. They are the zone of safety and peace

for all

DECLASSTFIED
Btate Dopl. Letter, l'uﬁB lh 19?2
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-2-#79, February 28, 2 p.m., from Jidds

for all those who live therein, and all those Muslims
who come to them. Thus I ask Goed to direct our ateps
to rightecusness and to grant us to ever act in behalf

of Islam and Muslims, .Jbdul .,ziz."

EDDY



CLEAR

[Mereh 1, 1945]

U, 8. URGENT
AMLEGATION

JIDDA

[59]

FOR EING ABDUL AZIZ FROM THE PRESIDENT, "I have received
Your Majesty's telegram of February 28, 1945 stating that since
the beginning of the war Saudi Arabia has been inclined to the
cause of juqtine defended by the Allles; that Saudl Arabia has
already taken its stand against the Axis Governments and has
decided that it should be in a state of war with Germany and
Japan from March 1, 1945,

"I appreciate that long ago Saudi Arabla made known its
sympathy with the cause of the United Nations and has been con-
tributing to our war effort., It is a source of genuine satis-
faction to have Saudi Arabia now formally aligned with the United
Nations in the struggle against the common enemies and in build-
ing for the peace of the future,

ROOSEVELT"

GREW
Acting

8/GC:C8:VWJ
0K
3/1/45 FDR



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 3, 1945.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE ACTING SECRLETARY OF STATE:

FOR PHEPARATION OF REPLY
POR MY SIGNATURE.

F.D.R.

Memorandum (Secret) to the President, 3-1-45
from Hon. Jos. C. Grew, Acting Sec. of State,
.2nclosing messape to the President, 2-28-45
Trom King Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia,
stating th.t his countrvy is frem March 1
in a state of war with Gemmanv and Jaonan.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
March 10, 1945
MELOKARDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Meetins between ibn Saud and Churchill

I think you will wish to note the attached TOP
SECRET despatch from Eddy at Jidda giving an account
of a private conversation with King Ibn Saud on
February 20, 13945, during which the King described
his meeting with Prime Minister Churchill.

You will note that in the King's words kr.
Churchill began the conversation by "wieldinz the big
stick," and urging the King, in return for Eritish sup-

ort during the past twenty years, to exert a moderating
nfluence over the Arabs on the Palestine problem and
to make a compromise with Zionism. Ibn Saud, however,
declared that what Churchill wes proposing wes "an act
of treachery to the Prophet" and the Moslem world and
he could not compromise with Zionism, wmuch less teke
any initiative. After the King had urged that support
of Zionist sims would bring bloodshed and wide-spread
disorder, Mr. Churchill "laid the big stick down"™ but
refused to give the King any assurance that Jewish
immigration into Palestine would cease.

lbn Saud concluded the conversation by reminding
dr. Churchill that the British and their allies must
choose between a free and peaceful Arab world and a
slrugele to the death between Arabs and Jews in the
event of further "unrgasonable™ Jewish immierastion.

Aceting Secretary
Enclosure:
Copy of Despatch T4 dated
February 22, 1945, from Jidda. ppeyssmo
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By J. Schauble Date__F EB 18 1972
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Jidda, Saudi Arabia, February 22, 1945

———————

Subjeet: Confersence betwesn King Abdul Azliz and
Prime Minister Churchill.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington 25, D.C.

Sir:

I have the honor to refer to the Legation's telegram
No. 6%, February 21, noon, and to report ln greater detail
the discussion of Zionism between the King and Mr. Churechill.

On the day of his return to Jidda, February 20, 1945
(see Legation's Despatch No. 73, Pebruary 21, 1945), the
Elng asked me to return after lunch for private audience
with him at which no one else was present, nct even his
bedy-guard. He said he wanted my government to know exactly
what was sald about Palestine during his confersnce with
Kr. Churchill. The king's statement is elosely paraphrased
as follows:

"Mr, Churchill opened the subject confidently wielding
the blg stick. Great Sritain had supported and subsidized
me for twenty years, and had made possible the stability of
my reign by fending off potential enemiss on my frontiers,
since Eritain had seen me through diffieult days, sha is
entitled now to request my assistance in the problem of
Palestine where a strong Arab leader can restralp Tanatieal
Arab elements, insist on moderation in Arab eouncils, and
effect a realistic compromise with Zionlsm. BSoth sides
must be prepared to make concessions and he looks to me to
help prepare the Arab convessions.

"I replied that, as he well knows, I have made no
secret of my friendship apnd gratitude to GCreat Britain, a
friend I have always been ready to help as I shall always
help her and the Allies against their enemies. I told him,
however, that what he proposes ls not help to Britain or
the Alifes, but an amct of treachery to the Frophet and all
believing Muslims which would wipe out my henor and deatroy
my spul. I could not acquiesce in a compromise with Zionism,
much less take any Initiative. Furthermore, I pointed out
thet even in the preposterous event that I were willing to
do so, it would not be a favor to Britaln, since promotion

of

! Dept. Latter,
“ate , B r
By J. Bchauble Date Fes 16 972
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of Zlonism from any quarter must indubitably bring blood-
shed, wide-spread disorder iu the Arab lands, with certainly
no benefit to Britain or anyone else., By this time, Nr.
Churchill had laid the big stick down.

"In turn I requested assurance that Jewish irmigration
to Palestine would be stopped. This Mr. Churchill refused
to promise, though he assured me that he would oppose any

lan of immigration which would drive the Arabs out of
alestine or deprive them of the means of livelihood there.
I reminded him that the British and their Allles would be
making their own choice between (1) a friendly and peaceful
Arab world, and (2) a struggle to the death between Arab
and Jew if unreasonable immigration of Jews to Palestine

is renewed. In any case, the formula must be one arrived
at by and with Arab consent."

Respectlfully yours,

(signed)
William A, Eddy

To the Department in ozalid.

BLD.1
WAE : mmg



T 4 4338 THE wHITE HOUSE
k WASHINGTON
| April 6, 1945
I
VI CRANIUY FOR

—_—

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

The President has signed
the draft of letber to the King of
Saudl Arabia which you submitted with
your memorandum of April second. The
letter is herewith returned for for-
warding to Eing Ibn Baud through our
Minister to Saudi Arabia, as you sug-
gest.

M. O« LATTA
Exscutive Clerk



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 2, 1945
MENORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Reply to Ibn Saud.

I send you herewith a sugcested renly to the
letter from King Ibn Saud, which you sent us on
March 26, 1945.

If the attached reply meets with your approval,
you may wish to send it back to us for forwarding to
the King through our Minister to Saudi Arabia,
Colonel Fddy.

Enclosures:

1. Letter to President from
Eing Ibn Saud, dated
March 10, 1945.

2. Suggested reply for the
President's siznature.

|
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April 5, 1945

great and Good Friend:

1 have received the communlcetlon which Your Majesty
sent me under date of March 10, 1045, in which you refer
te the question of Palestine end to the contlrulng inter-
est c¢f the Arsbas in current developments efTectiny that
country.

I am gretirfied that Your ¥ajesty tock this cecaslon
to brinc your views on this question to my attention and
I have glven the most cereful attention to the statements
which you make in your letter., I em slsc mindful of the
memorable conversation which we had not so long ago and
in the course of which I had an eppertunity to obtaln so
vivid sn impression of Your Majesty's sentiments on thls
question,

Your Majesty will recall that on previous occasions
I communicated to you the attitude of the American Cov-
ernment toward Palestine and mede clear our desire that
no decision be taken with respect to the hasle situstion
in that country without full eonsultaticn with both .
Arebs and Jews. Your Masjesty will alsc doubtless recall
that durin: our recent conversation I assured you that
I would take no mction, in my capecity as Chief of the
Executive fBrarch of this Government, whigh might prove
hostile to the Arab people.

It gives me plessure to renew to Your Majesty the
assurences which you have previously recelved regarding
the attitude of my Covernment end my own, as Chiefl
Executive, with regard to the questlon of Palestine and
to inform you that the polley of this Covernaent in this
respect 1s unchanged.
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From Abdul Asiz bin Abdur Hahman al Falsal Al Seaud to
His Exclllannylur. Roosevelt, Fresident of the United States
of America.

Your Excellenoy,

This is indeed a happy occasion for us to jJoin with you in
rejoicing at the triumph of those principles in defence of which
war was declared and to remind those great peracnalities in whose
hands, after God, the fate of world order rests, of a right which
has existed unguestioned since the dawn of khistory. This right
men now seek to destroy by injustice unparalleled and unegualled
in historys. ©Such is thea right of the Arabs in Palestine which
the spokesmen of Jewish Zioniasm wish to scorn and abolish by the
use of various forms of lying propaganda, invented, concealed and
employed by them throughout the world. They have acted unjustly
and are making hoatile preparations againat the Arabs, some of
which are known, although muoh remains undetected. They are
praparing to create a form of Nasi-Fuscism within sight and hearing
of the democracies and in the midst of the Arab countries as well
a8 in their very heart and in the heart of the East which has
proved itself loyal to the Allied cause in these critical times.

All people have the natural right to live in their own
homeland, a right guaranteed to them by natural law sstablished
by the principles of humanity which the Allies have proclaimed
in the Atlantic Charter and on numercus other occasions. The
Arabs have a natural right in Palestine which needs no explanation.
We have on a separate occaslon mentioned to Your Excellency as

we have many times to the British Government that the Arabe have

inhabited Falestine since the beginning of history and that they

| A=
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have throughout the ages been its masters and enjoyed an coverwhelming
numerical superiority. We would now make a brief reference to
Palestine's history, ancient and modern, up to the present day, to
meke it clear that Zionist claims in Palestine are not based on
historical facta.

The earliest recorded history of Palestine begins in the year
3600 B.C., its first inhabitants being the Canasnites, an Arab tribe
which emigrated from the Arab peninsula and had its first abede in
the lowlands, hence the name Canaanites. In 2000 B.Cs a section of
the Jews under the leadership of the prophet Abraham emigrated from
Irag (Ur of the Chaldees), settled in Palestine and then immigrated
bacause of famine inte Egypt where they were dellvered into bondage
by the Fharachs. The Jews remalned scattered there until their
delivery from exile by the prorhet Moses, who brought them back to
the land of Canaan by the south-eastern route, either in the time
of Ramses II i.e. 1250 B.C., or his son Munfitah, 1225 B«Cs

If we mccept the text of the Eible we find that the congueror
of Paleatine was Joshua the son of Wun who crossed with his army
and captured the city of Jericho from the Canaanltes with great
eruelty and barbarity, witness hie words to his army: "Burn ye ell
that is in the city and slay with the edge of the esword both man
and woman, young and old, and ox and sheep, and burn the city with
fire and all that is therein". Joshua Ch. 7 va. 21-24. Thereafter
the Jews split up into two kingdoms. One, the Kingdom of the
Israelites with its capital Samaria (Nablus) lasted 260 years and
then fell into the hands of Shalmasneser, King of the Assyrians, in
the year 722 B.C., and was led into ceptivity. The other, tha
Kingdom of Judah, with its capital Jerusalem, lasted 130 years after
the Kingdom of Israel had perished. It was later destroyed by
Nebuchadnegzzar, King of Babylon, who burned down the city and the
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temple with fire, and led the people into captivity to Eabylon in
the year 580 B.C.

The captivity in Babylon lasted 70 years, and then tha Jews
returned to Palestine by crder of Cyrus, King of the Persians.

The Greek conguest followed in 332 BaC., under the command of
Alexander the Macedonian, thelir rule continuing in Palestine for a
period of E72 years. The Roman conqguest took place next in the year
63 BeCe under the command of Fompey, thelir rule lasting in Palestine
for 700 yearss In the year 637 A.De the Arabs occupled Falestins,
and their rule lasted continuocusly for 880 years. The orders of

the Caliph to the congueror were "you shall not act treacherously,
dishonestly, commit any excesses or mutilation, kill any child or
old man, eut or burn down palme or fruit trees, kill any sheep, cow
or camel, and shall leave alone those whom you find devoting
themselves to worship in their cells". This was related by Ibn-al-
Atheer, the famous historian.

Palestine then passed under the rule of the Turks in A.D. 1517,
during the reign of Sultan Saleem the Firat, and their rule lasted
for 400 years. The Arabe were the inhablitants and participated
with the Turks in the government and administration of the country.
It was then occuplied by the British who are still there.

This history of Palestine, an Arab country, shows that the
Arabs wers ite first inhabltants and that they dwelt there for a
period of 3,600 years before Christ, and have remained there since
Christ until the present day. Thay ruled it alone or with the Turks
for a pericd of about 1,300 years, whereas the disjointed reign of
the Jews did not exceed 350 confused and sporadic yearss No Jewlsh
rule has existed in Pllnuﬁinu 8ince 332 B.O. nor until the British
forces entersd Palestine in 1918, i.e. for 2,200 years there have

been few Jews thare and they have had no influence. They numbered

FOLRE S L F T R R e P
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not more than eighty thousand when the British entered Palestine, and
1ived comfortably, happily and prospercusly in the country with the
original inhabitants the Arabs. The Jews were merely aliens who hed
oome to Palestine at intervals and had then been turned ocut over two
thousand yeara Ago.

The permanent righte of the Arsbs in Palestine rest on the
following:

1. The right to dwell there. This they have done since the year
3500 B.0s without ever leaving the country.

2+ The natural right of life.

3. The existence therein of the holy land.

4. The Arabs are not aliens in Palestine, and there is no intention
to bring any of them from other parts of the world to ssttle there.

The historical claim of the Jews is, however, a fallacy. As
already mentionsd their brief and sporadliec rule gives them no right
to oclaim that they own the ecountry, for to occupy a country and then
leave it entitles no nation to claim and demand ownershlp thereof.
The history of the world is full of such examples.

The solution of the problem of the persecuted Jews in the world
differs from the fictitious problem of Zionism. For to provide homes
for the scattered Jews 1s something in which the whole world can
co-operate, and here FPalestine has borne more then its full share.
But to bring these scattersd people, put them in countries already
cooupied and do away with the original inhabitants is an act
unparalleled in human history.

We state frankly and plainly that to help Zionism in Falestine
not only means to endanger Palestine, but all neighbouring countries.
Ths Zionists have given clear evidence of their intentions in

Palestine and in all neighbouring countries. They have organised

dangerous secret military formations. It would thua be a mistake to
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gay that this was the action of a group of their extremists and that
it had met with the disapproval of their assemblies and committees.
We declare that the asctions of the Zionists inside and outelde
Pelagtine are based on a programme agreed upon and approved of by
world Jewry. These people hegan thelr vile work by wronging the
government that had treated them kindly and sheltered them, namely
the British Government. Their assemblies declared war on Britain
and organised dangerous military formations, which at present hold
in Palestine all the arms and military egquipment they require.
Thelr members have carried ocut various attacks of which the most
shocking was the attack on that outstanding figure, 8o kind and
charitable towards all men and with the greatest sympathy for
persecuted Jewry, Lord Moyne. The proof that all Jewes aided and
abetted thelr vile deed is to be seen in the demonstrations and
efforts made by Jews everywhere, demanding a light sentence for the
eriminals in order to encourage cthers to do the same.

This, then, 18 the way they behave with the Government which
has treated them so kindly. What would be the position if they were
able to realise their objects and make Palestine entirely their own
country, in which and near which they could do as they pleased.

If the matter were left to the Arabs and these aggressors 1t
might perhaps be easy, but they are protected by the British
Government, the friends of the Arabas. The Zloniste did not respect
the sanotity of this protection btut plotted mischief, beginning first
with Britain and threatening the Arabs after Eritain with simlilar and
more dangerous plotas. Thus if the Allied governments, whose friendship
the Arabs ape awere of, wish to see the fires of war bLreak out and
blood shed between Arabs and Jews, their support of the Zionlsts will
surely lead to this result. What we and the Arab countries fear from

tha Zioniasta are:

i« That they will carry out a series of massacres as between themselves
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and the Arabs.

8, That the Zioniste will be one of the main causes of diasension
betwean the Arabs and the Allies. The latest proof of thise ias
the case of the two Jews who killed Lord Moyne in Egypt. Had
the Jews been able to hide the criminals, a dispute would have
occurred between the British Government and Egypt.

3: That the ambitions of the Jewe are not confined to Palestine
alone. The preparations they have made show that they intend
to take hostile action ageinst neighbouring Arab countries.

4, Bupposing that the Jews obtain their independence somewhere in
Palestine., What is to prevent them from coming to en agreement

with any power that may be hostile to the Allles and to the

Arabe 7 As it is, they have begun taking hostile action againat
Britain while under her protsction and mercy. Such factors
ghould no doubt be taken into consideration in regard to the
' establishment of peace in the world when the problem of Palestlne

is discussed. Not only is the gathering of Jews in Falestline
btased on no historical argument nor on any natural right, and

is in fact sbsolutely unjust, but it constitutes at the same

time a danger to peace, to the Arabs and to the Middle East.

The crux of the matter is that the formation of a Jewish state
in Palestine will be a deadly blow to the Arabs and & constant threat
to peace, for disturbed conditicne are bound to prevall between the
Jews and the Arabs, and if the patience of the latter 1s cne day
exhausted and they despair of their future, they will be obliged to
defend themselves and future generations agsinst thie agegression.

o doubt the Allies, who are working to uphcld peace and respect for
men's rights, are aware of this. We have no doubt that they are

dissatisfied with this uneasy situastion which threatens pesace in the

VMiddle East.
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We did not wish to bother Your Excellency or your Ministers with
this matter during the present titanic struggle in which you are engaged.
Confident that the Allies will treat the Arabs falrly, however, we would
have preferred the Arabs to forbear untlil the end of the war had it not
been for the provocative and offenaive acts committed by the Zioniastas
who, regardless of war conditions and the precccupation of the Allles,
geek to bring every form of pressure to bear on them to adopt a polley
which is inconsistent with the principles of right and Justice which the
Allies have proclaimeds. That is why we wished to explain the true rights
of the Arabs in Palestine so as to refute the flimsy arguments of the
Zionist party, counter their aggressive tactics, end set gut the facts
in order that the Allies may fully understand the rights of the Arabs in
their country, the country of their fathers and forefathers. The Jeud
should not be permitted to exploit the forbearance of the Arabs or thelr
desire to avold any embarrassment to the Allles, to obtain concesaions
to which they are not entitled.

All we ask 1s that the Allies should fully realise the rights of
the Arsbs and for the present prevent the Jews goling ahead in any new
matter which may be considared & threat to the Arabs and to the future
of every Arab nation, in order that they, the Arabs, mey be amssured of

justice and equity in their lands.

With highest respecta,
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