


August I5,I933

Dear Mr President:-
This is merely a report on Franklin Jr.He was with

us at the Embassy with Paul for four days and left Sunday afternoon
for Granada and the South .He came unannounced yarriving in Madrid
at 2 A.M, and going to the Palace hotel,When the boys-~Faul is with
him--awoke they found they Just had time to make a bull Tight,and
after the fight they came to the embassy. They were in their motoring
clothes and Franklins once white linen coat was like a black shirt.
They announced they were leaving the next morning,but I strenuously -
objected on the ground that having called on the Fresident of France
it would be bad to visit Madrid and mdt see the President of Spain.
Franklin reedily agreed. When I asked them to dinner they were clear=-
ly embarassed and I guessed the cause end explained that no dressing
would be permitted and that they would eat as they were. They stayed.
Finding them interested in bull Tights the happy idea came to
me to get hold of Sydney Franklin if possible and get him around to
the embassy to tell the boys all about it, This man is a great telker,
graphie in his deseriptions .When I sugcested it to the boys they were
in the highest heaven. So I located him through Rex Smith of the A.P,
and the two appeared after dinner and we sat on the terrace facing
the cool garden while Sydney Franklin gave us the most mﬂmnrﬁhle of
evenings,the boys literally entranced,until 4:I5 in the morning. The
next day Franklin Jr. said wonderingly:"Gosh thats the first time T

ever listened to a man for six hours", I will wager that night was
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. e will be the high light of the trip.

The next morning the boys moved into the Embassy where they were given
all the seclusion they wished .We have the finest garden in ladrid,
said to be

with one exception, the finest in a town house in Europe,

and this 11 the coolest spot in town;so we had our dinners on the

terrace facing the garden .

On Friday I arranged the meeting with Zamora at the palace .You would
have becn wery proud of your boy had you seen the manner in which} he
handled himself on that occasion. Zamora who is charming was at his

best and the two talked of the two countries,their political ins?}jﬁtiuna
bull fights,historic sights ete. -

That night after dinner,Menendez ,foreign editor of El Scl came in .He is
writing the book about you .He is a brilliant talker and it was amazing
to me to note the penetrating ingtelligence of Franklins comments and
questions. Schoellkoff,who had been to dinner and stayed ,wns also
astonished. b

Saturdey morning the representative of a Madrid paper asked permission to
see the boy.I agreed on condition that no politiecal questions should be
esked.I am inclosing a translation of the story which I am sure will
please you.Note the cleverness with which he instinetively moved away
from two danger points. After lunch I sent the boys to the Prada and
drove them to the Escoriel which impressed them enormously.

That night,the boys having expressed a wish for a "real Spanish dinner"®,
we took them to the Buena Vista ,with Rex Smith to do the ordering. The
real test came when they brought on the great Spanish deliecacy--the baby
octopus wk stewed in its own inky julee .Young Paul looked at his plate
with undisguised disgust,especially when Rex Smith sald we were eating
1ittle black babies.Finally he fell tom,reluctantly,dispite the fact

that the food was good.But Franklin had & second helping .At an adjoining

table sat Unamuno with a party .After the dinner I toock them to The
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Gong,a fashionable night club to see some Spanish dancing . '
Sunday morning we let the boys sleep until almost lunch at 2 oclock.
They left for Granda at four,leaving a suit case and their soiled
linen--which was all their linen since they had had no chance at e
laundry .On Fridey I meet them at Toledo,and shall bring them back

for the night,and I hope,send them on their way rejoicing .

Frenklins visit here ,end the manner in whichh he heas handled himself
has had a good effect in Spain .The people here appreciete his visit,
and his evident liking for Spain end its people.He is so utterly
unspoiled,so natural,and yet so tactful that everyone ,including the

American newspaper men ,have fallen in love with him.

I shal® be much surprised if it is not Franklin who will carry on
"the Hoosevelt tradition®. He has more intuitive political sense
than any young man I have ever known.
Wiith warmest regards,
Sincerely,

Lo ruoly

Hon. Franklin D,.Roosevelt
The White House
Washington,D.C.
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Madrid, August 14, 1933,

= HERAIDO DE MADRID =
of
August 12, 1933,

A chat in the Embassy of the United States with

the Son of the lorth American President,

A thousand dollars for a Buropean trip. First
Bull Fight, in France -~ North American Interest in
Spanish history and culture. Contrast between Town
L]
and Country - Franklin.D. Roosevelt, Spanish Student.

An overgrown boy, frank, jolly, and responsive
like a "boy" of the Cinema, Hineteen years of age,
and nearly & feet tall, The longish face of his father
and his sea-blue eves, o perfunctory handshake,
but a grip effusive and resolute.

We had no intention of interviewing him, We
only wanted to greet the lad in the name of the HERALDO.
He has Just finished his course at cocllege which is not
like a Spanish "collere," but something like a primary
university of general culture preparatory to the more

profound and more ecirecunseribed studies of a2 regllvw



university character,

4nd his father, to reward his application gave
him some money and said: "Here, take a little trip
throuch Zurope," - the money being about a thousand dollars,

The boy, in correct French, told us with hearty
laurhter, "A thousand dollars; not a cent more. My
father wants me to learn by hard experience the real
value of the dollar, But, the really interesting thing
is thaet I am seeing the world and am spending some never-
to-be-forgotten days in Spain,"

Franklin D. Roosevelt landed at Havre on July 12 -
with only a friend as a companion = eyes, brain and heart
eager to see countries and form impressions, 4 few
days in Paris - a week in London. Return to Paris,

And from there, by motor = which he will use for his
Spanish tour - to Biarritz, San Sebastidn, Madrid,

I could not fail to ask him about the bull Tights,
And the boy pointed out the paradox in the fact that
he had seen his first typical Spanish fiesta in France,

"I was very curious to see one," he said, and while
I was at Biarritz I heard there was to be a bull-fight

at Bayonne, I went there at once, and saw an unforgetable
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"Were you surprised at its cruelty" ) ;Q_«‘f

"Ho = I knew vhat I was going to see, I was

delighted., I will go again as often as I can, Tomorrow
I am going to Toledo, and I wouldn't miss the bull
fight, I don't mean to say I am going to Toledo to see
a bull-fight, but I don't want to miss the chance,"
"Is this the first time you have been to Europe?®
"The second, Six years ago, I came with my mother
and we visited Trance, Belgium and England, Now, I am
specially doing the southern countries, I shall spend
about two weeks in Andalusia, cn;ming back to Madrid,
and then going again to France tosail on the 31st of this
month from Havre, I would 1like to go to Italy = but »
"But? -
"There were only & thousand dollars."
"Are you interested in politiecs v
"At present I only feel interested in being & man,

In Qetober, I will begin my university ocourse."

"What careert?"
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"What careerp"
"law,"
"In what does the life in Spain seem fundamentally
different to you from life in Nerth Americaj®

He thought a moment end then answered confidently
and intelligently:

"The extraordinary contrast between the progress
and modernity of the city eand the old customs of the
rural distriets. I never get tired of seeing these
little Spanish towns untouched by eenturies. In North
America, everything is recent, up to date, Here, a
student begins to realize that history does not consist
only of text books,"

"Is it true that your father speaks Spanishon

"No. My grandmother - my father's mother speaks
it perfectly; and not only Spanisk, but all the Latin
languages. I am going to begin studying it in October,
An enormous interest in everything Spanish exists at
present in North America,"

"With an eye on the South American market?"

He caught the intimation at once, and replied:

q—

"It is not all economic interest, Many,

i

many
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Many, many students there are devoting themselves to

& profound study of the history and culture of Spain,

=

Nor is it a fad, It is a real recognition of Hispanie

—

e

VHluﬂﬂ--"
—
That was all, In the first place, we had no
desire to subject the ingenuous and cordial youth te
an importunate and unopportune interview, Besides,
the boy wanted to go to the Prado and while we were there

he had been told that visiting hours were from 10 to 2,

And it was then a quarter past one,
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. A THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM
- Jamuary 24, 1934,
MEMORAMNDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT

FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE,

—

What can I say to Claude
e ey
Bowers in regard to the Spanish Wine
—
quota? The Ambassador 1s much con=
corned.
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Madrid, Janusry I0, 1984 ¢

"

Dear Lir President:-
I called on Lerreux personally to XPrass appre=

elation of his mesezge to you on your yilseon Day speech ,He wae plain-
ly rlessed and expressed the hope that better trade relations may
soon be estuvblished between the two countriea,
Some important developments regarding our trude relations with Spain
come within the category of things concerning which you regquested that
I write you personmally, During the last eight months the peorle here
have been keenly interested inm the read justment of these relations.
Concerning all of this I have kept the State Department fully informed,
(m September 27,No. I50,I reported that unless Bsome dleposition should
be showm to consider these proposed readjus tuents we would ultimately
be confronted with a poliey frankly aimed at the great udvantages we
now have in the trade of the two nations.
We ara now face to face with that nituutinn;fu:_;pgin has announced her
adoption of the contingent system ,With a battia er y-"ie tr?da with
those wpho trade with ue".I have Just learped on good official author-
ity that within six weeks or two months we shall be up apgainet the
operation of this aruﬁem.
I also learn that dispite their inability to agree on many things ,90
% of the Cortes will support the Goverument in thie policy as 1t re-
lates to ue. This does not mesn an anti-American sentiment, The Spuniard
wante nothing so much as better and closer relations with us, This
week in a two day speech in the Cortes,Badia of catalonia ,discuseed
the trade relations of the two natione,without manifesting the elight-
o8t animosity .Him purpose was to show that we have a4 tremendous ad-
vantage and to persusde the Cortes thut unless 8ome conceseiona ure
mede to Spain to improve her rosition in the trade o:t the two nations,
Spain will have to take steps to protect herself.



You may be interested in the- reuson for the conocentration _n-r_.
thies attention upon us at thie time. GSpoin hua suffered a prest lose
in her exportations and 50 of this loss ocomes from the United States.
The feeling.,as I find it here,is that we have a great sdvantape ,and
are entirely unsympathetic and cold toward any euggestions that we
increase our trade with gpain,

There is no doubt that the first resction to the wine quota was very
bad, I refer not so much to the government here as to the publie pgen-
erally .The basis for the quota was not understoocd ,nor ita temporary
nature ,and the great advantuge given Frunce and Italy was resented.
They had pinned their hope of doing something worth while towurd re-
ducing the unfavorable trade balance through wine,They had seld a
great amount on fuith;the purchase money wae in Spanish banks;and they
were unuble to deliver .This misunderstanding has been cleared ,but
unless we show a generous disposition in the negotiations mow on in
Washington I expect a flare-up.
We are aulling 26,000,000 worth of imerican goode to Spain and ure
buying £11,000,000 worth --an unfavorable balance of 815,000,000,
I am reliably informed thut in the determination of our advantages la-
ter it 18 the intemtion to muke full use of the vauet sume of money
annually sent from here to the United States <from the Telelfphone =
fompuny ,the film companies ,the Gemeral Electric etg. *&;;:Tg;:ﬁ‘n
We are all convinced here that unless we manifest a disposition to
consider the trade desires of Zpain which I sent you some time apo ,we
are in for rough weather within two months, If nothing is done until
the continpent system is applied to us 41t will be difficult te change
the guotas fixed, Tf we ghow a disposition +to discuss these mattere
in washington soon we may be spared more serious trouble in the
future.
We are all agreed that the problem now is to hold the trade we huve .
Your Wilson Day address made a profound and favorable impresesion
here which 18 not reflevted in the Spanieh prese Ior reasone I have
indicated before..Everything I heur from home ,from Republieans as much

as Democrats ,indicutes that the popularity of your polioies hog not

waned.



2 R It must annoy our friends,the enemy, %o huve Ir Hoover giving
tilu advice p@E&ioly.
With regurde wnd best wishes,
dincerely,

CRooty LR 18010

Hon, Franklin D.Roosevelt,

The White House ,

Washington,D.C.

\propos of imerican sentiment inm Spsine The other day there was & two
day festival in honor of wWwashington Irving in Granada and T was asked
to sttend and make o short speech ut the dedication of the finest

road in the Granada woods to him, . committee of leading citizens went
out thirty miles to meet us snd to conduct us in;i1t accompunied me
thirty miles out on the return. The town was aflutier with our flag.
it the theatre when we resched our box,draped with the flag, the
rlayers who were spouting their lines left the Btage,the orchestra
rluyed "Ameriea" ,the S000 peovle rose und gave ue an ovation . When
the play was over ,the orchestrs ylayed "The Stur spungled Bannex" and

the ovation was repeateds 3puin ie pro-imerican --no doubt of that,



Madrid, Fovemb:or 27, 1934

Deay Mr President:-
I thought you might be interested in the inclosed

statements by two former Prime Ministers published in the Libertad
apropos of the series of interpretative artioles running in it atill
on the LNew Deal, Samper represents the party in power and was un=
til recently Prime Minister, Barrioce is ,after Aszana,the ablest

man of the Lefts ,not sccimliste,a former Prime Minister,for years
the first leutenant of Lerreux who was wont to call him his "spiri-
tual child" until Barrios broke from him snd formed the Radieal-
Temocratic Party of which he is the leader, Long ago Fernando de los
Rios ,moderate scciaslist and former Winister of State expressed to
me the opinion that the success of your policies will be to force

& readjustment of economic forces in Burope in harmony with your
rlan. I am bothering you with these because of your sugpestion that
I keep you personally informed of any prese comments touching upon
the Administrations work. ...Just heard from Jim Farley who for

some inexplicsble reason seems boyishly happy over something,

Sincerely,

Hon, ¥ranklin D,Roocsevelt M&M i
The White House , iLDIIA‘Jjb
Washington,




73 0%4’ Aot

Tathony' 1M Do Oups Frarkicz Rawe.

Bavio  tme aaskedk f;,, Wﬂ,’m b Bor. o Tas
fpu—*'ﬂ.«' - f:i L ﬂh?”*:
Hﬁm;mxfua'wmﬂ?min
Srandirt ) (Tl Umdbade Sflew o . e )
ER R S iy A shrnt  Sfpaeirh
Ohiim’ S ik, Gk e ddoks Fotrgily fimns
adrt A M;&d‘r 'f-l'-ﬂ-mz‘+ ?,’L‘__‘I i ﬁ“.- J{d A '55 ba A
"L&"M. = ﬂﬁ""m = -ﬁ#l—ﬂ-..-.r.tu?. Mirstie  Rid o
pouk F Capbrt ke Lagn 7
gﬂ"’ ;/h f"h—:‘t IR ke A ﬂé’l‘:.z.-l{- '[ﬁn-m-f‘.-. .ﬁﬂ.&g&
(Tt v Cangutly plarred ) UL el sty L choik
e e Lrirkde il M""" e A -;’%:r
#Wa‘.} Mﬂf— M‘?_ ..i!-h!lf ¢ "?‘ T
Gﬂu—-ﬁ] il wirked Ayl Kot e apfics m
[l temmeid grbey' q Tange.  H “'% A Shn
ol W," Cappl @i At Ldhaueked -
cﬁ-ﬁwai_ e o m P e &#M
.ff"'&-'f ﬁﬁm i WBied e et dasl M Aad
7, MW T 4 M Ledtrind K W""

il Boet ?‘4"'3"“" b o L Msiaties () ke
'Ex;,ﬁnhhx-,-ﬂ-r,



e FEexn

vl.-undru. E.-lfomun:m“ﬂ
ancouver que las autor es
policlacas de esta cludad han des-
cublerto la presencia én un va
de naclonalidad inglesa, que
bia fondeado en ests puerto,
cedente de Argel, de slete sibdl-
los yugoslavos, de los 8@ 808
pecha estén complicados en el
. | atentado de Marsella,

Cinco de ellos han podido ser
detenidos; pero
han conseguldo huir de la perse
cuclén de los agenies,

E! delegade de Hungria protesta
centra los mctos de terrorlsme In-
ternacional

Gilnebra, 22.—E| doctor Ekhardt,
delegado de Hungria, ha llegado
esta tarde a Ginebra. ués de
| enterarse de la nota del Goblerno
lavo presentada a la Socle-
de Naciones ha convocado a
los representantes de la Prensa
internacional haciéndoles la de-
claracidn sigulente:

«Ma entero con satlsfacclon de
que el asunto del atentado de Mar-
sella ha sido llevado ante la ju-
risdlcelén Imparcial de la Socle-
dad de Naclones. Deseamos que
la cuestidn sea (ratada urgentie-
menie, ¥ por nuestra parta hare-
mos o posible para que el asun-
to se esclarezca con toda objetl-
vidad ante la Socledad de Naclo-
nes.

.| Pero después de la campafia Jde
calumnias realizada durante las

il as aaMBanas N& ETAN m

-y @@T o=k g
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log dos restantes | .. .

EL REGICIDA
MARSELLA

tado la atencién y de {car
la integridad moral dspl:m,
pals a quien, por estar desarma-
do, considera una presa fécilLs

l El doctor Ekhardt termindé ha-
clendo enérgicas contra
esas tendencias, que no vacila en
calificar de actos de terrorismo In-

ternacional.

El decumento por Yu-

Sosiavia u I Seorotara oa In 3o
cledad de Naclones

Ginebra, 22.—La nota que la re-
pu:u::n{:n !"“iﬂlllI:l ha presen-
general de
la Bocledad de Naciones, sobre las
responsabilidades politicas que
derivarse del atentado de

arsella, es de bastante

S obliga a

1] men o al Go-
blerno de Yugoslavia a poner en
conocimiento de la Soc de
Naciones varlos aspectos particu-
larmente graves de ese asunto, que
pueden ser susceptibles de turbar
la paz y buenas relaclones entre

Yugoslavia ¥y Hungria.

Se recuerda en dicha nota que
en Junio ditimo el Goblerno yu-
goslavo llamd la atencidn del Con.
sejo sobre los manejos criminales
de clertos elementos terroristas es.
tablecidos en Hungria y sobre al
concurso que encontraban ceroa de
algunas autoridades hingaras,

«El Goblerno yugoslavo—declara
la nota—estaba dispuesto a regla-
mentar, por medio de n
nes de conjunto, la situacion en la
frontera hingaroyugoslava, y con
este objeto fué firmado un Acuer-
do en Belgrado en 21 de Junio;
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3 23 Noviembre 1934 _
ENTHEACT,O POLITICO »

Habland_o con 'e_l j'ex bresi-
dente del Consejo don Diego
Martinez Barrio

Don Diego Martinez Barrio das, arbitrando férmulas que re-
dellsalén de sesiones con una duzecan las dificiles condiciones

songris 18s labios. Ae €n que empresarios y trabajado-
ha an discurso -||res desarrollan hoy sus activi-
tenfo. | Felicifacignes, y dades.

Doy Tegd, que es 1 Hay que seguir con iInterés et
mi en - yproceso inicilade y aprovechar
mé sefinrlo - Joportunamente el resultado de las

experiencias.
ajque qher —i i '

era.

—(Qué opina usfed de 1a poll-
tica que Roosevelt, presidente de
los Estados Unidos, estd desarro-
llando en su pafs y que tanto esta
Interesando a la opinién espafiola,
que no conocia a fondo la orlen-
taclén de la economia dirigida
hasta que LA LIBERTAD comen-
z6 a poner de relieve los promete-
dores resultados que ofrece para
el capital y el trabajo?

{Cree usted que esta orfentacion
econémica podrd tener repercn-
gién en el estado social y politico
de Espafia?

—El ensayo de Roosevelt, calu-
rosamente acogido por su pats,
tendrd indudable repercusién en
la economia europea..Se trata de
demostrar que las posibilidades
del capitalismo no estdn agota-

e —— — — ﬁr- .'
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Toda la correspondencia debe
dirigirse al Director

Apartade de Correcs B8]
g Nimero suelt: 10 céntimos

e ————————
r DEL MOMENTO

—

Don Ricardo Samper, ex presi-
dente del Consejo de ministros
anterior a los sucesos revolucio-
narios y de cuyo Gobierno for-
maban parte radicales, agrarios
y liberales demdécratas, dice...

Hemos Interesado del ex presidente del Consejo de ministros don
Ricardo Samper que expusiera su opinién acerca de la politica eco-
nomica que viene realizando Roosavelt an los Estados Unldos,

El 8r. Samper ha contestado a nuestro requerimiento en esta forma:

«Mds que una opinién a fondo, que no me consldero autorizado a
formular sin una documentaclén
completa del problema, he de limi-
tarme & eéxponsr sencillas impre-
elones, s

B¢ ha queride establecer una
pugna irreductible entre el viejo
A concepto cldsico de la libertad sco-
| nomica y los diferentes sistemas de
soclalizacldn, Aunque yo no pro-
pendo al soclallsmo, cosa natural
sl 8¢ tlene eén cuenta qua me he
educado politicamente en esa costa
del Mediterrdneo donde se suale
rendir culto a la Individualidad,
&8 1o clerto que slempre he creido
que hay en el fondo de ambas doec-
trinas antagdnlcas principios vita-
les- de verdad dignos de ser reco-
nocidos ¥ coordinados.

No existe doctrina politica algu-
na que contenga el privilegio de la
verdad. Ante la consideracidn da
este enunciado es facll caer en el
1y D. Rieardo Samper desallenio del escepticlsmo, pen-
’ sando que sl ninguna doctrina es
duefia de la verdad, resulta lo mas cuerdo desconflar de todas. Sin
| embargo, existe oiro modo de reaccionar, eonsistente en perseguir la
| captacion de la verded alll donde se ofrezea, Mudéstrase la verdad dis-
persa y fragmentads entre los partidos y los programas politicos, y
debe ser funcién de los grandes gestores de los destinos piblicos re-
coger la porelén de verdad que cada dogirina enclerre, 8ln exclusivis-
mos ni parcialidades, para constituir la norma circunstancial de con-
qué mejor s¢ acomode a las exlgenclas del momento histdrico,
€5 ésie, en el fondo, el pensamients que anima la politica de
Frente a los onerosos privileglos politicos que dominaban
los pueblos hasta el slglo XVIII sobrevino el reconocimien-
| los derethos politicos del hombre y con ellos la democratizacion
E Ia politica. Frente a los privileglos economicos exaltados por Ia

5k
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porque dejen de pertenccer o ellns; de todas sueries, tlenen garantl-
zado el derecho a los pactos colectivos.

‘Entre las preccupaciones principales han destacado la de lo e
euclén de un amplio programa de obras piblicas, con medidas previ-
soras para evitar las pricticas (licitas de ganancis; ln coordinaelén
los ferrccarriles mediante la formacitn de tres grandes grupos,
ellminando practicas antiecontmicas y duplicidad de gastos v servi.
algs, ¥ Ia reducclén de los culiives antlecondmicos o de produceiin

rabundante. :

razdn ha podido decirse que no sflo estd pendiente del dxito
fracaso de estas actlvidades el porvenir econdmico, soclal y i
politlco de Norteamérlea, sino que su repercusion en el Mundo ha de

' No debe desconocerse |n enseflanza fque ofrece para Espafin pste
1 ] por Roosevell pars la restauraclén econdmica de
L pais, Todos los problemas soclales modernos no son en el fondo

den econdmico, ¥ mientras no se resuelvan
Justos y ordenados no puede haber paz social,
4 m;whﬂymmgmmamnwm
i 8. Ao les In sclividad necesaria a osta
Altuncin de planear el resurgimlenjo de la sconomia nacionsl. Es
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE | ';‘--L':{z,

f
December 24, 1934. (}r‘t?-:@

THE SECRETARY 1

Memorandum for the President,
from Secretary Hull.

I have read the attached file
with a great deal of interest. Thank
you very much for bringing 1t to my

attention.

<y



THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTOMN

Warm Springe, Oa.
December 3, 1934.

p
VEMORAPYA FOR
THE SEORETARY OF STATE

Will you read and return?

s SUAT
# L' 4

e <. F. D. R,
DEC 24 1934
."j
R Lol
DEPARTWMENRT OF STATE
RECEIVEL

DEC 9~ 1934

Arrtar oL tigp COROETAR
BFEI0E OF THE SICAEIAG



Warm Springs, Oa.
December 5, 1954.
Dear (laude:=

mthnm:ﬁmu{mhmﬂn‘
latter of and I am asking Cordell to read 1
because both he and I contimue tc be concerned about

some inteliligence, The ravens over here all sald
we as

B
g
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top-heavy majority in the
Congress., I still contimue to be ungorried.

You are doing a grand job.

As ever yours,

Hon, Claude G. Bowers,

Amarican Embasay,
HMadrid,



Madrid, November 21, 61934

lear Mr President:-
Some time ago you asked me to send to you any

discussion appearing in Spanish papers regarding the polifiies of the
Administration, There have been references to these paliuiasIr sifted
through Franuajbut no discussions until very recently when the TLibertad
began a series of articles which are sympathetic and more understanding
than usual here, One I have had translated,fe are temporarily criprled

in the office or I would have had all put into English., The Libertad
was once owned by the notorious Juanm March who passed it on to Alba,
president of the corteadanﬁ it is now owned by the group that supports
the robustlp demooratic and republican rarty of Barrios ,former rremier

I am sending & full set to the State Department.

How does it feel to smash all records in an aleution? One must go back
to the idministration of Jefferson to find anything like it in our hig-
tory., It attracted great attention here. T was amazed two days after
the result was known to have & letter of congratulations from Qount de
Rumanunaaltha 0ld periodic prime minister of the King who ushered him
in to kingship and then advised him to get out --a briliiant old man
devoted to the monarchist prinuipla, but more the type of English than
Spanigh mouarnhiatl who boasts to me that he is "the only liberal left
in Spain"., The night of that day I was at a small dinner with Fernando
de los Rios ,academically a sociclist,former Minister of 3tate,--the

sort of man who in America would be a Demoorat,and with Madariaga, Both

were muoh excited about the elections, ﬁ&*ﬁbi‘
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de los Rios was positively exuberant ,rubbing his hanis together and

exclaiming, "iiell we had a set back here but we have won in the United
States and England", Madariaga was infinitely pleased ,He has come to
be almost an admirer of the United States after a long grouch due to
pur failure to enter the League. Yesterday I saw Herbette the French
Ambassador who was olearly astounded at the results ,

The effect appears to have been good in the UeB8.,00nvigdeing the "wise
and the good" that they may as well adjust themselves to the senti-
ment of a new nation ;it unquestionably is good in Rurope. Tt is
strange but true that correspondents in the United States of European
papers are either anti-Democratic or anti-American and reading the
rapers here one would gather that the tide was running clamorously
against you, Most of the news published here cames via France and that
invariably is hostile to the United States. Then distinguished relics
of the old dead social and economic system , having wealth and heading
great unrporatiunuluumo to Europe and conduct a whispering campaign
against your policies, The result has been that the average American
here has had an erronious impression of public sentiment at home. On
one or two occasions when some rich visitor from homafwith a superior=-
ity complex lhns been a bit nasty before the American Luncheon elub I
have smashed all precedent in good manners by replying with a meat ax,
So the result has changed opinion here also ,and I suspect,throughout
Europe,

The defeat of Reed has created the greatest aenaatian}ainue he was the
ablest of the crities and backed with a normal majority of unholy size
.end by the money of the U,S.Steel,the Penn, R,R, and the Mellons « Two
days before the election I had a letter from Joe Guffy and it made me

heart sick to find him confident. I was sure he would get up the morn-

ing after the eleetion canpletely crushed in 8pirit. But what a fine



thing to find Pennsylvania back in the Democratic culumm.JIt was al-
ways there in the daye of Jefferson and in the days of Jackson and now
it is back home.

We are still under military law here ,The truth is that there is a
reaction against the extreme Rights now in power and I doubt if they
could stand an election, By maintaining a "state of war" the Government

ie able to prevent the appna;tinn from discussing the use of loors
and the Foreign Legion in Asturia where the “atrnuitia;" of the re=
volutionists can hardly approach that of the others, During the cen-
turies when the Moors overran and dominated Spain there was one spot
they never could touch--Asturia. That has been & proud boast for cen-
turiea. And now these same Moore have been there shooting Spaniards
and foreced in there under the protective gun fire of Government war
ships. The reaction is bound to be bad,

Meanwhile they have Azana the one great man produced by the republie,
imprisoned with no charge that can stand., It is admitted now that he
was bitterly against an armed revolt and that he fought hard to pre-
vent Companys from venturing on his seperation movement in Barcelona,
But the Church hates him because he seperated church and state and
began preparations for a public school eystem;and the monarchists hate
him because he is the ablest man in spaintanﬂ against them;and the high
men in the army hate him because he reorganized the army brilliantly
and cut 30,000 sons,brothers and sweethearts of the nobility from the
list of officers when in many units there were many times more offi-
cers than men, Though once provisional President of the Republic and
three years prime minister,they have had him in a miserable tiny second
clags cabin on a boat ,with Bello,who rendered distinguished service to

education here by his books ,and who is now an old man in the last

stages of consumption, There has been some resction against this too,



Lerreux and Rocha,the new Winister of State ,are both exceed-
ingly friendly to me and I have no complaint on that score .Whatever
government may be 1n;1t will want the commercial treaty .

I was closer to the happenings in the Revolution I think than any
other person in the corps,s0 much so that the British came over each
day to get the news,and Sir George Grahame twice came over and sat
on my terrace and read me his despateh to London to check up on his
news. It was due inp measure to the American correspondents here and

to the very partiality of some of them. Carney of the Times is almosi
& "professional Catholdie",and utterly unfair for the Righte; Jay Allen

of the Chicago News is a parlor socilolist and utterly unfair to the

Rights;and Rex Smith of the 4,P, is zampani'fbr the extreme Rights
because Gil Robles paper ,E1 Debate,is th_e only one in Madrid that
takes the A.P.service, zZiffern of the United Press is just a fedr
newspaper man looking for actual news ,So is Gervoel of the Hearst
praper, Each of these called me constantly on every development during
the Revolution so I was never without reports for more than fifteen
minutes, By v ballancing Carney and smith against Allen, and checking
mk up with Ziffern and Capt. Rook of the telephone company 1 was able
to get the truth .Allen ,intimate with the sociolist leaders ,Wag very
valuable since through hikm I knew what was going to happen before it
happened. He was so good I had to get him out of Jail--merely by call-

ing the Poreign 0ffice on the telephone--and within an hour. It may be
useful to know which of the correspondents have their prejudices and
partialities so as to make allomances on their articles.

But I started out merely to sending you the clippings

With warm personal regards,
Sincerely,

Hon, Pranklin D.Roocsevelt -
The White House MM

Washington,



Article in LA LIBERTAD, Madrid, November 13, 1lu9d4.

Roosevelt against chaotle individuslism.
A MANAGED ECONOMY FOR ALL.

"Subordination of privete interest o

public interest; need of faecility to

reorult the neceasary talent." .

How to resolve the disustrous situstion to which the

United Stetes hed arrived, as we have deseribed it in =
former erticle? In order thet the reader may Jjudge Lhe light-
ness of those publicists who talk of the arbitrism of Roosevelt
we will say, before proceeding farther, that et the besinning
of 1933, the Investigation Committee which was to deal with
the new social tendencies in the 'nited 3tetes, mamed (imrortant
faet!) by the then President Hoover, directed by rofessor
Wesley C. Mitchel, formed of fifty authorized engineers, who
had five hundred collaborators in the whole country, &nd who
spent three years working, dictated the opinion that there was
need of a readj)ustaent of the general economy of the nation, onm
the besis of the revision of the conditions o1 work of the
workers and the betterment of the workera, by means of the
inecrease of the capacity of comsuming power snabuying power
of the citizen. And it proposed, tmong other measures, "The
reduction of the daily wage in these terms:s duy of six hours
and 8 week of five deays in order to distribute more egually
the Jjobs to be hud: elevation of the buying power ol Lhe masses,
or rather a chenze in the cistribution of earning which might
ausment the buying power of wage earners, and at the same time,
augment the market. Aind the Committee of Investigation arriv-
ed at the conelusion that of the 140 million inhabitents which
in 1940 the united 5tates will have, the producer will be able
to count on only 132 million comsumers. That is to say, that
B million Northamerican inhabitents will be condemned to

mawmnatriic ]l Byvvy saw
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How to remedy this enarhic cheos with regard to the
rizht of the incividuul? To this mestion woosevelt, end with
him many select seotors of his eountry, by means of his
menesed economy hes an answer. e sy his economy, because his
system, the reverse of those of Hitler and of Mussolini--
because it has nothing to do with fascism--is founded on the
will of the mujokity &nd on the g#enersl sood. In bne word,
by means of the intervention of the State in the economy, the
finanee &nd the work, with & democretic end. This is his
profound dlfference with the fescist ideal. iihile fescism tries
above £ll to save with imperislist ends the nation &nd its
privilegec classes, the New Decl tries to save all its aitizens
and s8ll their interests--including those of the proprietors end
private interests-- with the end of recuperating the senersl
wekl-being, without exeluding enyone end without thinking even
remotely of imperialist idesls.

Pagsing to the Demoeratie Eeonomy .

ioosevelt, then, says: We must pull down the old system
of leissez feire, which leads nowhere, is out of date, ana notor
iously inasdequate for thése times. We must g0 eontrary to
Hoover's system. One more year of polities on the laissez feirs
basis and the coulmtry ;oes to the hecatomb, and Roosevelt bezina
to sct along lines snelogous to those advised by the investige
tion Committee, presided by the experienced Frofessor Mitohel
of Columbia University. The Rooseveltisn New Deel is based
on Epiu; On the inerease of buying power of the masses by
the efficient tnd rapid intervention of the 5tate, whion «
inveatigetes all the zups, all the breaches of soclety in
order to close them and remedy tuem with the supreme purpose
of securing the prosperity of all. 'This is the New Desl,

or Hoosevelt plan, merked out in the femous N.I.R.A. &nd elso

*ha ¥ i D
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Pulling down the useless Lalssez Fuire.

It wes netural thaet Roosevelt should triumph aguinst
the classie incividuslism of Hoover, which folds its arms in
the face of ruln. Hoosevelt does wway with this individualism
based on Lalssez Faire snd beginas, onoe in power, hia essay
of democratie meanuged economy. From this the enormous interest
of the New Deal as & new experience, diametrically opposed to
fesoism eand whieh reduces faseism to nothingness as far as its
pretended value es & system of efficeaoy.

In sgreement with the urgency of the situstion &nd his
progzram, Rocsevelt has his Industrial Recovery Aot passed on
June 16, 1933. In this law, the mctivity or working arrenge-
ments in industry are regulated by means of Codes whose essential
characteristiea are: gollective contracts between the proprietor
orgenizations end the workers' Syncicated which I'ix the concition
of work(working stendards), minimum selsaries &nd minimum dures
tion of the working duy.

This lew forsees B plen of publiec works o tihe extunt of
3,330 million dollsars.

lhe lew in reference includes the genulnely sociul espect
of the problem, or that which by affecting the working ecndit-
ilonas ereetea the means of ineressing the buying power end consum
ing power, therefore, of the masses. It iIs the grein of the
question, to put it thus. 3ince the nimber of Codes is as
high as 500, whieh takes in two &nd & half million proprietors
and commercial firms &nd twenty-four million workers, the
great importance u'f the plen c&n be seen.

This artivle treats of the first of the trilogy which
mekes uwp Hoosevelt's plan: Assistunce, Hecovery and Heconstruct
ion. Ve will leave for the next article & careful study of

the second point. It deals with .ie positive solution,the

.
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concrete sclution, whieh Roosevelt intends to zive to the

scclel problem demoerstieally, und wihich here, in Spein, &s

& contrast, not even the Righta cen see,precisely the Li-hte,

who cannot deduce any solution which is not arrivea et after

& good deal of wrenzling.
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January 26, 1935.
MEMCRANDUM

BECRETARY OF STATE

Can you let me know about
this enclosure from our friend, Claude
Bowere? I aleo enclose hie letter
which I think will amuse you.

Fs D. ﬂ.



l'adrid, January 16,1985

Lear ['r President:=

It occurs to me that you may have some slight
guriosity concerning Jimmy Walkers trip to l'adrid ,He spent two days
here on his way to southern Spain for the sunshine for his wife who was
recently 111 .He called at the Embassy and I treated him with every
courtesy. He is much changed, He goes %o bed at eleven, smokee cigars
moderately and no more cigarettes,and passes up far more drinks than he
takes ,The result is he looks bLetter and while he still has the snap
he is far more serious minded.

He was interviewed here and you mayb be interested in one part of the
interview:
"Former lMayor James J,Walker is confident that the '@ new dealf will
bring the desired results ,He wae optomistic regarding the Rooseveltian
program of economic reconstruction ,Commenting on Roosevelts plan to
spend four billion dollars for public works ,the former mayor,carefully
picking his words ,sald,"If Roosevelt decides he must spend four billiom
dollars ,then he must be confident that that is what is necessary and
certain that it will bring results .In any case,even with this sum, if T
recall correctly,the public debt of the United States will not be as
large as that of England .A lot of people forget that",

In conversation with me ,confidentially,he said that our mutual friend
Al is "the most supremely selfish man T have ever known,who never does
anything except for himself ,He has & gift for government but his
gualities are such that he never will be a great success in private buse
iness, If T had time I would like to anaylyse that for you,.Frank Roose=
velt is better in team work than smith ever was, He wae fifrer than Al,

He has a great political mind ,A lot of people underestimated him at
one time. There is no underestimating him now",

I thought this might te of some interest .

With warm regards,

Sincerely, q "
Hon, Pranklin D,Roosevelt Lo sste

The wnite House. v . d-‘; Moy - 74
.LMM“'F‘!? anal, ou Ha WAMNIS



THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WABHINGTOMN

February 12, 1935,

My dear Mr. President:
I have glven very careful comsideration to the
enclosed despatch from Ambessador Bowers and I am send-

ing him a full discussion of the subject by way of reply,

& copy of which is herewith enclosed, together with
graphe showing varlations of forelgn ocurrency values.

I sympathize thoroughly with the position in which
Ambagsador Bowers finds himeelf as a result of the new
Executive Order. However, a careful examination of the
faots shows that in comparison to his predecessors, Mr,
Bowers now receivee in Spanish pesetas more than any
American Ambessador to Spain ever received before the
dollar was revalued, with the exception of the years
1931 and 1932 when Spanish ourrency was abnommally
depreciated.

It is true that the uniformm change made by the
new Executive Order in all exchange rates from a three
year average to & five year average affected adversely

exchange

The President,
The White House.



exchange losses computed in all those countries whose
currencies were abnormally depreciated in the three
years prior to April 1933, But there was no discrimina-
tion as to Spain, and I am told by my technical people
that our officers there were lese hard hit by the
readjustment than were the officers in Ethiopia, China
and Uruguay.

8ince I am told that there are serious administra-
tive difficulties in the way and that it would not be
in the interest of the Government, I do not feel that
I can recommend the amendment of the present Executive
Order to provide for a different rule for compensation
of exchange losses in Spain than is applicable to other
countries of the world.

1 do, however, feel that Ambassador Bowers presenis
a strong equitable case for the payment of exchange
logses for December salaries and allowances which is
impossible under the present Executive Order. I am,
therefore, bringing the matter to the attention of the
Director of the Budget, who, under the authorizing act,
has exclusive juriediction in the matter of recommend-
ing to you an amendatory Executive order permitting
the payment of exchange losses _for December 1934.

Whether



Whether he would agree with me that Mr, Bowers' ocon-
tention is reasonable, I do not know.
Faithfully yours,

fruee—

Enclopures:
Despatch from Ambassador Bowers;
Heply to despatch;
Graphs.
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President that average which it was believed would meet
the requiremente of the law and at the same time as nearly
af possible approach an equalization of trestment when
applied.

In the endeavor to aveld diserimination, all inter-
ested Departments and all geographic divisions in this
Department were consulted; after comparing the fluctua-
tions of currenoles over a period beglnning as far back
as 1914, studies were made of the applications of various
formulae to those fluctuations.

You will mote from Chart I, ehowing the fluctuations
in certain typical currencies, the imposeibility of deter-
mining what is a normal exchange rate sxcept by striking
an average. This is confirmed by Chart II with percentage
fluctuations over fourteen years and indicating a basic
rate stabilization among three typlical abnormally depreci-
ated currencies; this, om a five year average, applies to
Spain & more favorable rate than at any time slnce the War,
with the exception of the years 1931, 1933 and 1933. The
differsnce in effect of the application of the three year
and the five year average results as between Spaln and a
gold country obviocusly mot from arbitrary discrimination
but from the fundamental fact that the gold currencies
maintained a stable par level while Spanish currency was
depreciating abmormally.

Exchange relief leglelation cammot, in the nature of
things, abolish differences in living amomg various counm-
tries abroad. It wae not so intended by Congress. These
differences existed before the value of the dollar was Te-

duced and will be inevitable as long =s local living costs,
living
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1iving etandards and looal ocurrencies are not identiocal.
It is doubtless true that exohange legislation has reduded
some of these inequities, sssisted by the cost of living
aporopriationa.

The dating of the pay ohecks by the Disbureing
Uffioer ae of the Tiret of January rather than Deoember
7 ie in soccordance with regulations, most of which were
written by the Comptreller Genersnl. Disbursing officers
Iﬂﬂﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂ-‘fﬂﬂlﬂiﬂmﬂk}llﬂn
the end of the month in whioh they are issued. Since 1%
is not possible for Aisbursing officers in Metriect
Acoounting and Disbursing Offices to lesue checks om
the last day of a month and forward thelr socounts to
Washington within tem days after the end of that month,
the regulations provide that sueh disbursing officers
shall date pay cheoks ilssued by them the Tiret day of
the month following the services remdered thue giving
shose officers suffioient time in which to obtaln pay
rolls and accounts from the severzl offices in thelr
distriots and %o prepare the noocounts and returns before
the expiration of she legal period.

The foregolng pamagraph is by way of an explanation
of the legal necessity for renuiring a refund for the
payment made of exchunge losses for December salaries
and allowanoes. Ginoe I am of the opinion that you
have presented a strong, equitable cuse for the payment
of exchange losses for Negember and since suoh payment
18 impossible under the present ixecutive Oprder, I am
subsitting your despateh to the Director of the Hudges,

who,
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who, under the authorizing aes, has exclusive Juris-

umﬂum—m:-tmmummnm-

&n amendatory Lxeocutive order permitting swoh aotion.
Very truly yours,

cﬂrﬂeﬂ' H:‘. I/
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Hendeye,Augu=t 26,I938
Dear Lr President:=-

Probebly you have seen the telegrems I ha
Dapﬁggmant regulaerly ,but you may be interested ingaumathingvgnsgﬂg :E:k-
E;ﬂ and real significance of the struggle in progress here. Nine tenths
g the press reports are felse. I have never seen,not even during the
World Wer such persistent snd outrageous propoganda.

There 1s no possible justifiecation for the rebellion in anythi done b
the legal ,legitmete Covermment ,voted in overwheluningly g faﬁgmonths %
ago. Azans is probebly the only great statesman in Spesin. He is a
Eapubliaan,anﬂ e demoorat ,with no sympethy with doctrines we call
subversive".He 1s a real patriot and his purpose has been to change
Spain from & I6th Century state into s modern European State and to
end feudalism whieh hes persisted here .Knowing that without drastic
reforms as to lebor and the peasants communism or wodTe would ultimately
udgggha has sponsored plans for placing pessents on the lands on smell
fa ,and for giving lebor & living wage end eivilized conditions under
which to work. He has no desire to interfere with the Catholiec religion
es & religion,and chureh services have never been interfered with,but
he stands for & seperstion of the church and stete end the creation of a
public school system .
In mentelity,in genius, I think him one of the outstanding statesmen of
Iurope =nd certeinly he is the most enlightened and constructive statesman
Spein heg produced in Tifty Years.
But he hes been hated with a fierce hate by the Church because of his
public school poliey ,his expulsion of the Jesuits.
ind hated by the aristocracy because he proposes to meke the huge absentee
landlords part with a portion of their lands to create a small fam
system.
Ahddhated by the hobility because he 1s recognized as the sustaining
plllar of the republic.

He lead the liberal forces in the late elections end won .He served for a
time as Prime Minister and then went %o the Fresidency to the applause

of both Rights and Lefts. He was the one men all the Lefts could accept,
end the more intelligent of the Rights thought him a barricade ageinst
extremes.

411 he hes done since returning to power is this:-

He has put about 70,000 peasent femilies on the land,has returned to the
enforcement of the church laws leid down in the Constitution,and has
started the construction of 7000 school buildings. That is ell he has dom .

In his Govermment there is not even & soeiolist. All Ministers ere stout
Republicans of his party end that of Berrio.

So there is no provocation for the rebellion. Count Romanones,with whom
you may be acquainted,seven times Prime Minister of the King,snd aine
times Minister of Stete ,head an estate next to the place I had inyFeunte-
rrebia and I saw him daily in the first deys of the Rebellion. On the
secong dey he told me that the organizing for the rebellion begen the dey
after the election when it became glear that the people are pge nst
rnau%fun. Yhere is no doubt of that. On that day he told me the orgeniza-
tion wes so perfect the fight would "speedily be ended". E psked him how
long. He replied "in four days or five days at the utmost". Ten ﬂagnfi
later I reminded him of whet he had said end he mede this very signifi-
3%3%’5.3’;1'3& snithe Navy and were diseppointed. We thought the DeSaues .
would be with us and they are sgainst us. But the most aurigus thing o
all is we did not sount on the general rising of the peopla”.

moneyed
The fect is the people of ell clnanuu'unﬂur the nobility snd ¥
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aristoeracy are fighting with a superhuman courage and heroism never
equalled in the history of Spain. This is true in every village. These
People are convinced they ere fighting for liberty and life ,and they
would rether die fighting than give up.

Romanones did not edd snother miscaluculation of the rebels.They counted
on the army. That was stupid. Most of the privates are from the peasants
and the workers. Many of the army are republicans. In barracks after
barracks it was found at the last moment the rebel officers could not
count on the soldiers and rather then Permit them to support the Govern-
ment they were locked in the barrscks . lieny escaped. Many were shot by
urriuara,trying to escape. Many ere in the armed forces of the repdﬁlin.

Because of this, the rebels have been driven to the eppelling device of
bringing over from Africe the lioors end the Foreign Legion. The latter

is an orgenization of eriminals of ell nations. In Spein criminels for
long have been given their choice between prison and the Foreign Legion.
Both these and the libors are as saveges end nine tenths of the atrocities
comuitted in the Asturien revpldt of October 1934 were committed by

these end not by the miners as the world press would have you think.

But the effect orf bringing these people in has been to 1ntun51r5pi the
ardor of the republicans.

The rebel armies then are composed as follows:

First a small part of the reguler army.

Second, the lloors and the Foreign Legion.

Third the facista.

Fourth the Carlists--religionists.

4nd there is no hermony emong them.I have this from ell the war corresg-
ponfents who have been with Molas army. They hate esch other and ere
operating in most instences seperctely.

Should the rebels win there will be, a¢cording to the plan seribed to
Franco end Mola ,e military dlicte torship with & advisory council .

The progrem is to end parliementary govermment,to suspend all constitu-
tionsl guarantees ending freedom of speech and liberty of the press, to
end the publie school rogram, to restore all the old privileges to the
Chureh ,to recall the sults, to repeal 21l lsbor laws pessed by the
4AZane regime,to make it a crime for workers to strike,toc end all agrarien
reforms, to expell the small Peasant fermers and restore the lend to the
ebsentee landlords . And they add "possibly & prebecite on the restors-
tion of the monarchy".

Now the milifery men have no wish for the monarchy,but this is given out
es & bait to the religious fanatics of Nevarre.

Eluntly it is to put Spain beck egain into the I6th century end hold her
there by bayonets. The fimel result would be cormunism.

The average person,viewing things superficislly end with little knowledge
of history or of peoples,tell you the militery will win . They have not
been winning .And others eare convineced that an ermy composed in lerge
pert of foreigners and licors cemnnot put down a people. I em sure of it.
Will Duranmty who is here shares this view with me.
That the rebel chiefs are not so sure is shown by the faet that whils
eall the political leaders of the Left are in Spelin end herd at work,most
of the Rightests sre out of Spain and all the nobility is trying to get
out . Azana is working day end niZht at the palace. Barrio is the Lloyd
George of the time,going constantly from town to town sanimating the people
,2nd turning factories into munition plents. Fernando de los Rios is on &
mission to Paris. Prieto is writing and speaking .Largo Cabellero is

. A& . B B B
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It is pruthless war ,a life ond death struggle but the Govermment is
ecting within the law. The court msrtiels have’been held we ter
rebel genersls and officers havedbeen teken,and these trisls have been
conducted with serupulous regard to the rights of the ascoused. In oases
of convietion and execution,they heve been treated with every confiders-
tion. Friests of their choice are sumoned. lost of the executions by tha
Government have been of officers of the army ceught in rebellion.

The rebels execute Civil Governors when they teke & town end leaders of
Left parties are shot without triel. Fescksrd of the United iress tells me
of an ineident near Toleda. which he witnessed. Twelve loyelists in a
moter truek who had lost their way drove into the rebel ceamp. Fifteen
minutes leter Packard hesr & volley. They had been stood up end shot
without any pretence at a trial.

Thers have been some outrsgeous things ascribed to the "Government" or
the comrunists. Now here is the strange thing:=-

The comrunists,under rigid disciplins,sre supporting the Govermment
loyelly.They ere not lcoting or shooting in the streets. They are under
drastic orders not to molest private property emd to do nothing except
on direct orders from the Govermment .They are living up to these ordsrs.
Their orgean in Madrid is proposing shooting for thieves.

The people who are killing end stealing and breeking in, ere the
Syndicalists and Anmsrchists. These were bitter enemies of the Govermment
before the rebellion begen. And these constitute Azensa problenm.

ZThese are my FRIVATE views.
The possibilities of this ecrisis precipitating s Europeen war ere really
grave. Germany and Itely have been openly ,brazenly, sgeinst the Covern-
ment and X refer to the Italisn and German Ambassadors. France and the
Frencl imbessador are as openly with the Covermment and ageinet the rebels.
I have found the diplometic corps generslly with ther rebels.It is
not due to instructions from their Governments. Most of these gentlemen
are weak sisters,bridge and golf players, snobs
;anemias of
demoeraoy ,toadies to rank and fortune .Their persona i mine
&re among the nobility and eristoeracy of Bpninpnnﬁ mn&yr:r‘:::n:a:gu in x
Jail. They see no further than that + They are oconstantly seeking an
opportunity ,under the lesd of the Argentine Ambassedor,for nine years
Ambassador to tie Vatican 2t0 deal a blow to the Govuzni:nt My own staff
is right--with one exeeptionm. Johnson,the Counseller,I have had to brush
aside because of his hysteria and hlai.mt advooacy af the rebel ocause. Eddie
Flyon may heve told you about him. I shall disouss him bluntly on my return
with the Department. Flynn heard him se to me that we have & joint
office in Irun with the German ang Iifgifﬁ lhhtsultngﬂ

The drgentine whe is dean cealled & mesting to consider offer medeiation
Thet would have been a publiec provolamation of the equal !tnli:Enf the
Government and the rebels and was intended as such. I was surprised to
find Sir.Henry Chilton ,the British Ambassedor ,a nice fellow who strikes
his predecessor Sir George Grahsme about the anﬁlul intelleotuslly, in
faver of it. I oalled his attention to the imnlications of such action end
his First Secretary who was present ggreed with me and Chilton then tele-
phoned his Govermment. He was told he might attend but was to say nothing.
I t:;:aht ;: unwise to attend since the press might get the story ang
publish the nemes of those attend «I wired impressi Hull
esked for instructions to stay uwl;n:nd t thlzf thltgz :::u::oﬁ as ::d
;:::izzr‘:niz ::f E:-:;:ﬂay the London @8 hed the story and hed him
%:tuallr 7t sponsors. So many took my view that nothing was
en the Argentine called another meet to offer service
%:.u:ﬂ?lngt of prisoners. This -1thuu112‘:uagilt1nn from .?ti:sfffﬂﬁfin‘
riek hlrll llthlt nobles,and members of the eristocracy who ere
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open ri end heve finenged the rebellion are in jail ,2nd the purpose
really is,sccording to admissions in privete ,to get them out. But there
&re none of the Government peopls of any conseguence in jail,

I thought it probable thet the Government would declins & cne sided pro-
position whieh would turn eotive enemies loose within their lines and
again 414 not attend,notifying Hyll who sends his approval.

My firm conviotion is this:

e must Egt become involved by any kind of meddling with the domestic
gua Pain.

e must confine ourselves rigidly to getting Americens out end looking
after Ameriean interests exclusively. Tk

I am esking for instruetions where I have the slightest doubt.

I had gone to Feunterrebles to rest three weeks before sailing for héme
the first of August end while there put the finishing touches on my pre=
perations for the cempeign. I am ready for the campeign now. But it would
be exceedingly bad to leave my post for polities so long &8 the situation
bere remains as it is., It would be used ageinst the Administration. I

really think the thing will be over =con.

My relations with all elements here have been of tha best ,8nd I am sure

that the best way to keep on good terms with all is to sttend to our
business and stand aloof from all suggestions of interfersnce by the

corps.

This letter is ochoppy but I am writing to the music of cannon end bomb
explosions and of mechine guns in & battle now on Just across the border.

Sincerely,

Hon. Frenklin D.Roosavalt
Washington, D.C,

Gord placiee van s isdf sansaliors
Fa \hanasres ianallon wnidad { aaliins s Ke
— iAo onae d;a~1na-4‘14-:::inﬁ“"*“d'ﬁh‘*'jéuf
Ll T fanrad G wamas e g & O
Ced u.paz_u..q,\*tuad“‘“i“:““;,, ,ﬁ?.:'ﬁ-.-&.



Madr id, September 6,I9350

Dear Mr President:-
I have your note with the enclosure from Daniels.

I shall try to figure it out to do the work. Within a few daye I
ghall send you a list of things I shall require which you can have
the proper people get in shape for me.

I am writing etuff now for Parley . But for almost three months and
until two weekes ago my wife was so desperately ill that for weeks
her 1life was despaired of., I had to conceal the seriousnsss of her
condition from my young daughter and appear cheerful in her presence
and the strain was terrible. The result is that now that the crisis
is past I am feeling the effect--just in & hesp. But now I think 1
shall pull out of it. Work gets my mind off 4y tromfles end will
probably help. I had written a long sequel to "Jefferson and Hamil-
ton" covering the Jefferson administratione that have been lied
about by the Henry .dams,the licMasters and the Channings--all anti=-
Jeffersonians but was going to rewrite it after consulting the news-
papers of the period, With the aid of a stenographer,I went through
the papers when home,not intending to give any thought to the re-
writing until cool weather. But to get my mind off my worries I Bay
down in the midet of my troubles and in two monthe actuslly rewrote
the whole thing . I have no thought of publishing it just now or for

more than & year, But that convinces me that work on this other would
probably help me.



1 should like at once some indication of the lemgth you think would
be most effective ,It can be offeredcfor publication or Just publish=-

ed in cheap form by our people .I am not interested in profits on
a thing of this sort. It ought to be rather omsspcompact and so
written with dramatic effect as to catech the eye.

Tabor came across magnificently on Labor Day and even the

paris Herald,the supreme snob sheet of the earth,published it in the
first column of the first page. I have no doubt of the result of the

election.
with warm regerds ,

gincerely,

Claride 4R/

Hon, Franklin D.hoosevelt
the White House
washington.
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Hendeye September 9,I1936

Dear Mr President:-
I em inclosing & copy of & despatoh that may be of in-

terest to you. Since it was written del Vayo has formelly informed the

diplom#ts still in Medrid that the present Government will de precisely
whet I indicate in this pote ’ﬁfd for the very reason I assign.

There 1s no doubt now that the plene thet tried to bomb the "Kane” was &
rebel plane. The stetement of the Government in prompt reply to oar protest
is most convineing to me, ang the Captain of the "Kane" tells me today that
he is convineed the plene was of Italien meke. Thet settles it. I do not
think 1t was déliberately the intent to aim at us;the "Kane" hes & little
of the sppearance of a Government boat. However while we haeve received

8Very possible courtesy and consideration from the Government, we have had
some 1little difficulty cccesionally from the fecists who cultivate the best

Taeist manner.

My course in reference to the meddling of the Diplemstic Corps haw been

entirely vindicated Ey events. Of course the Government turned down the
proposition regarding prisoners sinee it was clearly propoesed to furnish
the rebels with propoganda. Most of the diplomstic corps have been outra-

geously pro-rebel. This is due ,first to the egegressive bullying teotics
of the three faoist states,Germany,Italy especially -nd Porthgsl . Sezond
to the inevitable sngbbery of diplomats of the professicnal variety who
are always egeinst the masses of the people.Third to the faot that the
nobility here and the moneyed aristoeracy sre cultivated by most of the
eorps to the point of sycophancy.

In the beginning I was emazed atx with the intense pro-rebel proeclivities
ef Sir Henry Chilton,ths British dmbessador,since the fight is glaringly one
egeinst political demoersoy. He measures up te his predecessor ,Sir George

Grzmxiam Grahame intellectually and in political sagacity about to the
ankles.He is = niee,occlorless,drawing room diplomat and rather weak. He was
first sstounded end then frightened when I told # him I would not sttend e
meeting t for the purpo;t of making & public offer of mediation because

it naturelly would be resented by the Government as & public proclemation
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P that the corps places Government eand the rebels on &n equal legel footing

BSecoming elarmed over his whole-hearted soquiesence in e purely pro-rebel
propegends plen,he hestily telephoned Whitehsll for instructions end was

told to keep out. But recently there has been a deecided change in the
British slent. There can be no doubt,I think, that there is = bargain be-
twen General Franco e2nd Italy for the former in csse of vietory to give
Itely all sorts of edvantag,s on the Medeterrenian.

By staying entirely out,by refusing to convert our Bmbessy into en asy=-
lum for rebels &nd enemies of the regime as practically all the others hat;:'
we stand be ttar’I am sure 'than eény other country end we heve hed no trouble
&t all, The British at first edmitted numerous titled Spanierds on the
ground that they wgre remotely related to the British Royal Tamily.but

soon after this was done London sent instruetions to stop it.

The fight at Irun was epic. Never such astonishing heroism. The fishermen,

miners,pessants,untrained in erms, repulsed with deadly losses the trzined
Forelgn Leglon for six days sng on the day before the fall they wiped out
columns of the Foreign Leglon. They feiled on the last dey because of the
exhaustion of their emunition,:nd even then they stood with entigue heroism

&%t their posts to awsit certein desth rather than surrender.

This failure of emunition indicstes ocne of two things;=-either that Frence
has not been sending them emunition,or thut et the critiesl moment Frenge
deserted her elly. The Frange of the Spanish fight is the Frenge of the

Abyssinian war,

I think the fall of Irun in its effect on the war has been much exaggerated

It tock & week for treined scldiers of the most desperate character ywith
all the instrumentalities of war, tanks, machine guns, cannon, war ships
and plenes to take a little town of 12,000 people., To reason thet because
they finally took Irun they can now teke Madrid with its million pecple

and huge defending force scems far fetched. Mesnwhile the rebels ere about
to lose Cordoba,Granade, Zaragoza jand they reslly are meking no progress

in the mountains about Madrid. The trouble is that they do not have enough

Wen,since the mcment they taxe a town and mntwhn soldiers on to the next,
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;,h they had taken rises and beocomes Government territory again.

It seems to me that they can only win by having enough soldiers to keep

& regiment or so in the towns they take. Floyd Gibbons and the Herald-
Tribune men who heve been in Seville tell me that Francos ammy cannot
number more then I7,000 men. I have heara that of Meola variously estimated
at between 20,000 and forty thousend. I think the latter figure much
eRaggerated. Gibbons does not think that they have been able tf’ bring more
than 5000 Moors and Foreign Legion soldiers over from Africe,and it is
said that beccuse of the increasing uneasiness in Morroco it is thought
impossible to further decreass the army there.

You probably see our despateches but I am sending you personally such
cbservations as oceur to me.

Gibbons aays your reelection is &s certain as the rising of the sun

tocmorrow morning.

Sincerely, 4
€cas st LR

Hon. Franklin D.Roosevelt
The White Housa.




No. 1217 Hendeye, Franoce, Jeptember 7, 1936.
Sub jeot: Observetions on the Government of Caballero.

The Honoruble,

The Secretary of States,
Washington, D.C.

Sir:

I heve the homor %o report that in my opinion the
bald enncouncement of the appointment of large Caballere
as Prime Minister has & sinister sound, but from another
point of view it may be the sclutiom of the problem of
ending the outrages of the syndicalists and ansrchists
in Medrid and elsewhers. For weeks befors the rebellion,
conservatives looked forward with satisfection to a Gov-
ernment presided over by Prieto. This seemingly strange
infatuation of the most reactionary for the scolalist
orator was due to the conviction that no moderaste of the
type of Asans or Barric could safely resort to drastic

methoda
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methods in putting these people down. It was thought
thot the immediate effect of an attempt by Azane, or any
moderate, would be to rally all the preletarist against
the “overnment, but that the strong arm ocould be used by
a soclelist like Frieto with safety, without oreating
the fear that the repression was aimed at the working
elasses or the peasants.

1 have frequently heard this point of view expressed
by ultra-conservatives of the old regime in my own house.

However, in view of the split between Caballerc and
Frieto, the extremists following the former and the mod-
erate socialists the letter, it became apparent that the
oreation of a Frieto Government would probably be most
obnoxious to the followers of Caballerc im the Sooiamlist
Party. In faot, when on assuming the Presidenoy, izena
offered the Premiership to Prieto, it was deolined on
thet very ground.

lio one cn the side of the Republic is in & stronger
position tc put down the lawleseness of the syndicalistas
and anarchists, and to bring the populer militia under
strict disoipline than Caballero.

Does he wish to do 1t%

For a long while he sought to bring the syndicalists
into his orgenization in a unification of all the preletar-
iat elements. It was on this proposition, aleng with a
Tew others, thet Ceballero end Irieto split. but Cabal-
lero made no progress, end he is said to have looked with
inereasing alarm on the utter lawlessness of the syndical-
ista beouuse, us he suld, it tended to disoredit the whole
proletarian program. Perhaps the olimax came when he at-

tended



tended a nationsl syndicalist donvention et Zaragosa, in
& Tinal effort to coax them in. Here he was constantly
interrupted with insults and pll but mobbed. There is
no doubt thet he has hed no sympathy with the anarchist-
io proceedingas of the syndicalists in Madrid since the
beginning of the rebelliom. If he is convinced, aa he
easlly may be, that the exocessea cof these people are dis-
orediting the cause heé represemts, he would probably take
pleasure in applying the lash of authority. 4nd he alone
perhaps is in a position where he can do s0 and retain
the support of the greater part of the workers.

GHARACTER OF CABALLERO

It would be & mistake in anticipating probable events
to put Large Ceballero down as a lowless, anarchistic
demagogue. 1 never have heard his perscnal honesty ques-
tioned. No amount of momey could buy him, and no honors
could bribe him. His perscnal habits are beyond reproach.
He lives simply and is not found about the cafes. He
works conatantly and in his own home. For years a follow-
er of Pableo Iglesiss, an evolutionary sceislist, at one
time a sefvant of the King, and Minister of Labor in the
Ministry of Azana from 1931 to 1933, he became smbittered
by the ssvagery of the methods in the suppression of the
Asturian revolt of Octoberld®d4. Imprisoned for a year
and a helf, an ingrowing resentment drove him more and
more %o the extreme Left, and the evolutionary soolulist
gave way to the revolutionery socialist. For months be-
fore the rebellion he gave me the impression of being

entirely
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entirely communistic, though his spsesches in the elec-
ticns of February were singularly free from demagogy or
extreme statements.

Some weeks before the rebellicn an aogueintance of
mine, who enjoys intimste relations with the extremists,
told me that these were having trouble with Caballero,
and would like to brush him aside but for the feet that
he had become a "legend," a personification of the cause
of the workers in the minds of the masses, and conseqguent-
ly was beyond their capacity to igmore. These extremists,
according to my informent, would mention some plan in
his presence without & comment from him, and then they
would work out all the details of the plan and finally
present 1% to him for his approval. He would léock up at
them with an amazed expression and quietly reply: "I would
not think of sueh a thing. 7The spanish people are not
Russians." After the removal of President Aleala “EMOTHE ,
these extremists determined to meke Caballerc President.
He treated thelr suggestions with indifference, showing

no intersst. At length, when they thought they had mustered

sufficlent votes, they went to him: "It is all arranged, "
they told him. "But no time can be wasted. You can be
elected but you must instantly give us permission to 2]
ahead."

He looked up at them with an annoyed expression: "I
never have thought of such & thing. I would not think
of consldering it. My election would be the signal for
a oivil war. No." I submit this to show the contradiec-
tory end strange character of this man.

Frieto.



=B

The fact that Frieto has consented to enter a Gov-
ernnent under Large Caballarc is rather promising. His
influence will be on the side of moderstion. The most
brillisent orator of his party, good-natured, humane, and
possessed of a comfortable fortune messured by Spanish
standards, he is an evolutionary scocialist. FHis inclu-
sion in the Ministry of Caballero mesns & unification of
the Frente Fopular whioh for a time seriously waw threat-

ened.

MINISTER OF STATSE

The new Minister of State, 4lvarez del Vayo, I know
personally. BHefore the revolution of april, 1931, he
was the most brilliant political journalist in Spain, and
at the time of that revolution was FPresident of the Fress
issooiation. He was msade Ambassador to Mexloo, where he
was very aocceptable, and while there wes kmown intimately
by Josephus Daniels, who formed a very high opinion of
him and who can, if deaired, give you his impressions. On
his return from Mexloo he called upon me with a note from
Daniels. He 1s & man of most plessing appearance, and
his manners are those of a oultured gentleman, and & man
of the world. He speaks English perfectly. Although he
belongs to the left-wing of the scoimlists, he did not
impress me as & fanatlie, His brother-in-law, however,
Luis araquistain, whom I have ulso met, snd former imbas-
sador to Germany, makes a rm)?ﬂnnu- impression upon
me, though this may be due in part to & rather pompous

and
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end gpupereilious personality. These two who married sis-
ters, who are Swiss, are in the Cortes, and have been ac-
oepted as the two closest advisors of Caballero. Sr. del
Vayo appeared to me to be friendly to the United Statea
and rather familisr with our politics, but some years mgo
Araquistain wrote an anti-iAmerican book called "The Yankee
Peril."™ From my one conversation with him I gathered that
he hed greutly moderated his views because of our new
South imerican poliey. I may add, fer I have always found
this important in the ceuse of & radical, that Sr. del Vayo
has & senue of humor,

MINISTER OF FINANCE

I also know perscnally the new Minister of Finenoe,
Jusn Negrin, also a scclalist, who is the Seoretary of
the University of Madrid. He is a man of broad oulture,
Very pleasing personslity, snd no mean ability. He can
be deseribed as one of Spain's "intelleotusls.” I do not
know that he has any special qualifications for the post
be hes taien over, though he probably is an econcmist.

IHE COMMUNIST MEMBERS

Perhaps the most disturbing feature of the new Gov=-
ermment is the assigmment of the twe communists in 1% to
the posts of Minister of sgriculture and of Publie In-
struotion. It is not probable thet sither will have much
to do during the peried of the rebellion, and in the event
that the UYovermment prevails, this Uovernment will me
doubt make way for smother, since the purpose of this is

to
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to inelude every party in the Frente Fopular. To main-
taln a communist in the Department of Publie Instruction
would mean the conversion of the schools into an ageney
of communistiec propaganda.

Quite as interesting is the assignment of the post
of Minister of .grioulture to a communist.

Apropes of this, some time sgo Louis Fischer, who
writes for the "New Statesman” in London, and "The Natien"
in New York, and who is beyond all doubt a communist,
called on me while in Madrid. It was at the time Azana
was pushing his land reforms with great speed, resulting
in the placing of 70,000 peusant families on small farms
in four months. Fisoher asked me what I thought of the
Azana plan, cnd he asked the question in a manner indi-
oating disspprovel. I replied that sinee the great pro-
blem in Spain is to solve the living problem of the pes-
sants, 1 supposed that he, Fischer, would approve, "But,"”
he said, "the trouble is that aizena will thus form a
middle cless of small property owners and won't this hold
back the Revolution?" The remsrk was illuminsting, but I
made no reply.

The real significance of the change in Govermment re-
mains to be judged by events. I think it mesns at this
time a more vigorous prosecution of the war agsinst the
rebels. The method adopted may throw light on the real
meaning of the chenge. In the sense thet Azana, who is
& man of great intellect und powers of persuasion, will
now have frequent opportunities of dealing directly with
men like Ceballerc, it may have & moderating effeet upon

the
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the extremists and may make for a more vigorous suppres-

sion of syndicalist lawlessness in Madrid and elsewheare.

Hespeotfully yours,
Claude G. Sowers.

OGBE:LR
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The new book has Jjust come and I have
begun it to my delight.

Take care of yourself and do write me
some more marvelous letters like that last one.

As ever yours,

Honoreble Claude G. Bowers,
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Sen Jeen de Luz, September I6,IB36

PSF

Desr Mr President:-
Imm ?nulusing a copy of my dn%?tnh to the

Department on Fernande de los Rics whose neme ,I understend,
has been submitted as e possible imbessedor. He 1s one of
the finest figures in Spein,e personel friend of mine, and,
whet is more significent.,= greet edmirer of yours.
The press reports are still packed with propogenda ,and the
internétionel phese in the Spenish situstion continues to
stand out like a flaming toreh in the Diplometie Corpsi. We
are wise in stending alcof from these many meetings ,most
of whieh unguestionably are called and engineered under the
guidence of the faclst states. Last night I listened to the
deily"news " announcements from the rebel stetion brazenly
meintained in }nrtu.aal,ud I heard the lowest propogands I
heve hesrd ya;—-tha ridiculous story thet the "reds" in leav-
ing Sen Sebastian,hed forced "the desughters of leading femili-
lias t:iga with them. " Portugel has done everything but declare
war. The Italisn Ambesssdor is working to bring sbout inter-
national complications .The whole thing would be ghestly but
for the sbsurdity of the scenes et these meetings. low that
Sur.George Grehame hes gone, there is not & mon in the corps
who in political metters}) is not a mere child,end it is

| pitiful to obeervehow these very ordinmary men sit with mouths

; open drinking in ,es from en inspired source,the erude propo-
genda of the Itelien. When one reflects on the possibility

| that Europesn Govermnments mey determine policies in this very



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

elemental conflict on the advice of such men one wonders how
old Burope can escepe war,pestilence end famine long. EY
steying out we are protecting our W neutrality in the best
mEenner.
The msutrality of France is peculier. The rebel forces heve
propogends heedquerters here ,with our friend ¥ux Trujo in
churga! gnd v everyone knows it. Just how France's consent
to this cen be justified is & puzzle. I em eabsolutely positive
thet for some time France hes refused to permit wer meteridl
to enter Spein. But there is abundant evidence that Italy is
sending meterisl sll the time. The Big Bed Man with a Gun
gnd en Inflated Chest end Loud Voice eppears to be the mester
of Burope in sll these controverxies from Lbyssike to Spain.
Englend which began with decided pro-rebel lesnings finally
hes shifted ,no doubt on the conviction that Italys support
has been purchased by the rebels with the promise of land and
war sdventages in the Hedeterrenisn --all eimed at depriving
Englend of her olg mestery of that sea. Lieznwhile Zlums
ghift has eroused the ire of the messes behind the Frente
Fopular in Frence and there A grave possibilities of serious
trouble in France if the wer goes agein:t the Govermment here.
I heve not heard from Ferley for weeks and have only the
papers to go on regerding the campsign et home.
Sincerely,
Hon. Frenklin D.Roosevlet Clrcanta w
The wWhite House.
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/ COFY FOR THE PRuSIDENT

He. l2l8 Baint-Jean-de- Luz, Franoe, Sept. 15, 1l93é.
Sub jeot: The New Spanish Aimbsssador.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
'I..“hl. D0

I have the homer to report that in my opinion the
proposed naming of Fernando de los Rios as Ambassador
to the United States is complimentary %o us, sinoe he
is, perhaps, one of the half dozen most cultured mem in
dpain., He is the nephew and protege of his famous unecle,
Franolsoo (iner de los Rice who begam the fight, single-
handed, forty years ago, for the establishment of train-
ing schools for teachers and publie high schools. For
this orime he served more than onde in Jail, but at the
time of his death hig fine service was generaully recog-
nized, and he was mooorded honors im the Spanish Panthecn
under



under the monarehy, !e was no doubt one of the two or
three greatest educators in Spanish history.

The nephew wes for some years a professor in the
University of Gransda, and for years since, in the Uni-
versity of Madrid. 4s suoh, he has delivered series of
lectures in various lesding american Universities —
Columbia, the University of Chieago, the University of
Californis, eto.

Having wotuslly lived for weeks in all sections of
the United Stautes, he has & more intelligent conception
of imerica than any other Spaniard, and & broasder in-
sight intoour life than any European stetesman of whom I
osn think. I have been in the library of his modeat
scholars' apartment, ond I wes astonished st the number
of americsn books, sll well worm with use, dealing with
history, politics, economios snd sooiclogy. Incidentally
I found two of my own.

Like his uncle, profoundly interested inm the lifting
of the status of the masses, he has been conocerned with
politios sinoe youth. He is & republican, an evolution-
ary scolalist, which meens thet he is as moderate ms was
Ramsay MaoDonald in the days of the latter's leadership
of the Labor Farty inm Englend.

He waw one of the founders of the Hepublic and one
of the few signers of the Faot of San <ebastian, whieh
lasunched the revelution of 1931. He was, emong these,
the one man who reccgnized at a glance the political
genius of Asans, end 1t wes he who brought Azana into
publie life, taking him with him %o dJan ~ebastian for
the signing of the Paot and later taking him into the

Ministry
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Ministry of the Interior for the fomation of the pro-
visional government,

Fernando de los Riocs was first mede Minister of Just-
ice, and them of Publie Instruotion, and then he became
Minlster or dtate, in whioh eapaclity I had dealings with
him of an offieial character. He wes Minister at the
time of our trouble with the 4mericans of ralma, and he
Wus most esetive and sympathetie in helping to solve the
problem.

In that capaclty, and in sooinl intercourse (for I
Suppose he is among Spanish statesmen my best friend, un-
less 1t is Madarisga,) I found him amazingly familiar
With our politisal history and pPhilosephy, and most sym-
pathetie toward both,

It was he who englneered the resognition or Hussis,
1 asked him at the time Wiy the sume governuental regime
that hed refused recognition in the first two and & halfr
¥ears of the Republie had finally reversed itselr. He
replied that st first the Hussiens thought the oconditions
ripe in Spain for the spreading of Vommunigm here, and
that they were most active in trying to bring this about,
He gsald that the Spanish tempersment is incompatible with
Communism, and thst sg long us the Hussians were seeking
to prevent the establishment of a demoecratiec republie
they had to be consldered ua enemies, * Now," he econ-
tinued, “they recognize their Tellure, snd we no longer
look upon them as dangerous. “e need their trade and so
we huve reversed our original poliey,"

1 have found him from the beginning intensely inter-
ested in the policies of Roosevelt, about which he hus

taliced
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talked with me many times. He once said to me that he
thought Hoosevelt is making the most signifiesnt experi-
ment being made anywhere in the world - that of trying
to make demooraoy sc serve the mass of the people as to
destroy the appeal of both communism and fasoism. He
sald then that if Roosevelt succeeds, his work will have
a tremendous effect on Surcpe. He reads everything he
can find on the Hoocseveltian polieles.

Personally he is s man of great cherm, a thorough
gentleman, so recognized by his political enemies of the
Right. These regret his radicalism but such is their
admiration for the motives and intellect of the man that
they are able to set aside their politiecal prejudices in
passing upon his charaoter as a man. This is very rare
in Spain.

To illustrate: During the last Cortes, domin:ted en-
tirely by the extreme Hights, when party feeling was run-
ning hot, de los Hios spoke in the Cortes on the general
subjeot of educatlon in 3pein, and not only was he heard
for more then an hour with the closest attenticn, but at
the conclusion he was given an ovation, and the common
comuent was that few such speeches had been heard in the
Cortes in many years, He is an orator of the thoughtful
sort. He has art in expression, but the thought predom-
inates. Ile may best be described perhaps as the greatest
of the academiec orators of Spain.

I doubt if Spain has sent to the United states imn
our time any envoy so intelligently familiar with cur in-
stitutions and purposes or one sc sympathetic toward our
pecple as a whole.

Hespeetfully yours,

701.1 Claude G. Bowers.
CGB:LR
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on page nine.

0. W. Grnr};7

8 OWG: LJL

o



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA 1

Hotel Miramar, Saint-Jean-de-Luz, Franoce,
Beptember 33, 1936,

Personal

Dear Mr. Beoretary:

It oocurs to me that some personal cbeservations
on the Spanish situation in regard to the internation-
al phase may not be unwelcome. I notice that Del
Vayo, SBpanish Minister of State, now in Geneva, may
demand that the League of Nations take aotion to stop
the supplying of the rebels with arms, ammunitions,
and men by Fortugal, especially, and Italy and Ger-
many, It is my deliberate opinion that all the decen-
cies are on the side of this demand,

For some weeke now there has been nothing to ine
diocate that France ie not rigidly enforcing its neu-
trality. There 18 every indication that the fascist
Powere are violating their pledge and furnishing
arms, ammunition and men, More and more the ocontro-
versy here is taking the form of an internatiomal
fascist oonspiracy to destroy the demooracy of Bpain
under the pretext of saving it from communism., This
ie being ocarried forward quite openly and with true

fascist
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fascist arroganoce,

I am informed by Knickerbocker of the Hearst
press, John Whittaker of the New York Herald-Tribune,
and Floyd Gibbons, who recently returned from & sur-
vey of the military situation in the south, that when
in Beville they saw night after night in a cafe, Ger-
man aviators who are accompanied by German mechani-
cians, They admit they are not giving this import-
ant newe to the public, and explain their silence by
saying that the publication of this fact would result
in their expulsion, if not in their arreat. They tell
me that the rebels are using German bombing planes
and Italian pursuit planes,

The offence of Portugal is especially glaring,
Night after night I listen in on the radio, and the
rebel radio statiom in Liebon nightly pours the most
poisonous propaganda into Bpain and Burope. It is
more uniumpulnul in ite lying than the Spanish rebel
station in Seville. Thus, when the Basques, who are
moderates, not socialistic and certainly not communist-
ic, acted on orders from Madrid and removed the prison-
ers in San Bebastian to Bilbao to save them from a

possible
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possible massacre by the anarchistic minority, the
Lisbon radio announced that "the reds when they left
Ban Sebastian forced the young women of the best fam-
ilies to go with them." The implication is both
false and infamoue., Naturally, in Portugal which is
under the iron hand of a dictator, this station could
not operate thus without the ocomsent, if not under the
orders of the military diotator there,

In thie connection the correspondent of the London
News-(bserver who has been in Lisbon says that the
principal hotel there is the headquarters of the rebel
junta, and in charge of a brother of General Franco
and Gil Robles. These assume the airs of properly ac-
credited diplomats to Portugal. They mot omnly give
out information to the press, but they issue paseports
and visas whioh are recognized by the Portuguese of-
ficiale on the frontier. Meanwhile, Albernoz, the
Spanish Ambassador there, former Minister of State,
an Azana Republican, and the greatest living authority
on medaeval Spain, is utterly ignored, is almost a
prisoner in hie house and surrounded by sples. I oite
this as an illustration of how all the established
rules governing the relations of natione are ignored,

Under
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Under normal conditions the motiom of Portugal would
be tantamount to a deoclaratiom of war,

On top of all this the Portuguese dictator has
announced the formation of a new army legion purport-
ing to be for the purpose of protecting the country
againet communism, It is my impression, shared by
many others, that this legion is organized far the
service of the Spanish rebels if oconditioms require
later om,

The radio announcements from Milan and Rome are
quite as much rebel propaganda as those from Portu-
gal, In brief, the fascist States are pooling their
interest and making common cause against the consti-
tutional Government of Spain, and the democratio
Btates are rigidly observing their neutrality., Thie
means that the rebels are getting arms, ammunitionm,
eto., and that the legal Government is being refused
this material,

In the early stages of the struggle here there
is no doubt that France furnished or sold pPlanes and
war material to the Government. But more than three
weeks ago it out off these supplies, and I have not

heard
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heard of a single instance since of such material
crossing the border. This week two cars filled with
arms and ammumnition, and headed for Spain, were stop-
ped by French soldiers, and the material confiscated,
It seems, therefore, that the present attitude of
France is entirely in the interest of the rebels,

Another illustration of the strange change in
French attitude: Here in Saint-Jean-de-Luz the rebels
gquite openly maintain headquarters in the Villa Nacha
Enea on the Avenue Larrequy, where rebel agents, in-
oluding Irujo, erstwhile Counselor in Washington, are
in charge, receiving the press and issuing passes into
Spain, This is winked at by neutral France. In the
early stages of the war the French Government forced
Gil Robles to leave Biarritz, on the ground that he
was using Frenoh territory as a propaganda base,

‘I have been astonished by the shift of Herbette,
the French Ambassador. He is a socialist, a member
of Blum's party, and was formerly Ambassador to Rus-
sia, He has been rather open in his partiality for
the Lefts for three years, and in the first weeks of
the war, he was 80 openly hostile to the rebels that
he became the pet aversion of the rebel sympathizers,

He
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He gave out a statement to the prese denouncing the
rebel shelling of San Sebastian, He was denounced
in the rebel papers, and people here boasted that
when the rebels took Fuenterrabia they would deetroy
his house there., Two weeks ago he called on me and

1 was amazed to hear his oynical comments about the
Government and his not unfriendly attitude toward the
rebels,

There oan be no doubt that the Fremch Government
is not a 1ittle alarmed by the situation in France,
It seems possible if not probable that it fears that
a triumph for the Government here will encourage the
extreme elements of the Popular Front in France, which
is far more numerous than the same element of the
Popular Front in Spain, to attempt to take over the
Oovernment in Franoce. This fear is predicated om the
theory, not without foundatiom, that the rebelliom
has weakened the authority of democrats like Azana
and inoreased the power of the extremists. The shift
in the Frenoh Government is causing uneasiness and un-
rest among the Fremoh Popular Front and anything may
happen here in the event that the fortunes of war go
against the Bpanish Government.

One
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One hears here among the memberes of the Spanish
nobility and aristocracy that Rosenberg, the new Rus-
sian Ambassador in Madrid, is running thinge in the
capital, I know of nothing tangible with whioch to
sustain this theory. Rosenberg received much popular
acolaim when he presented his credentials in Madrid
but this is natural and to some extent any diplomat
presenting credentiale in the time of trouble for
the Government would get acclaim, But unleses Rosen-
berg lied to Wendelin, his influence is being th:l.';:ln
againet the anarchists and syndicalists who have been
breaking into houses and indulging in private exeou-
tions. The communists in fact have been under rigid
disoipline and they have been supporting the constitut-
ed authorities., It was the communist paper that ran
editorials demanding the death penalty for looting,
and breaking into houses, Thie week it ran an editor-
ial leader denounoing all who support these criminal
practices as traitors.

But should the coalition of the fasoist States
against the legal Government of Spain become more
flagrant and open, it is not beyond the possibilities
that Russia may be drawn into the fight, and thie would

open



cpen the way for the feared Eurcpean war to determine
whether Europe shall be all fasciset or all commnist,

Meanwhile, the British, who in the beginning were
not very considerate of the Government and its troubles,
have moved toward an honest neutrality. In the first
etages the Embassy in Madrid gave refuge to Spanish
rebels on the ground that these were remotely connected
with the British royal family. But these have since
been expelled and orders issued from London that no
more be admitted. This has led to some ugly comments
againet the British by the refugees in these parts.
When Ogilvie Forbes, the British Chargd d'Affaires in
Madrid, ordered same of these Spaniards out of the
Embassy, the wife of Merry del Val, former monarchist
Ambassador in London, made the welkin ring, I am told,
at social functione, declaring Forbes' action "infamous®
and saying that "when we come in we will take care of
him." For some time Merry del Val was here moting as
a sort of diplomat, and seeing some of the diplomats
here, but I did mot see him. He has now gone to London
where he is carrying on.

No cne has questioned the absolute neutrality of

the
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the United States, It is appreciated in Madrid and
the rebele do not oomplain, We are about the only
Mission that has not givem refuge to the rebels. Those
of Bouth Amerioca have been espeocially obmnoxious in
this respect, and I ascribe it to the faot that the
average South American is very partial to the nobility
and aristoocracy. Mexico has been more favorable to
the Government. Our non-participation in the all-too-
many conferencee of the Diplomatio Corpe here, for
reasons I gave the Department, has without exception
proven wise, This meddling has met with rebuffs and
the consequent humiliation of the Jorps. Ae a result
of these rebuffs and humiliations, the diplomats here
are now less prome to meddle without previous instruc-
tions from their home Governments,

I think we should continue our present policy withe
out deviation, This is a serious European quarrel in
which we have no proper part,

With regards and best wishes,

8inoerely yours,

CLAUDE G. BOWERS

P.B, If you think the President would be interested,
pass this on to him,
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4\_ | san Jean de Lugz,
Villa Ainhera.
Ocgober 29,1936

Dear Mr President:=
I am inclosing

a copy of my despatch to Hull since
the reference to Japan ,and.the further
proof--if any were necessary--of the acti_ve

Ea:tini ation of Italy in the war here may
e worth your knowing.

By the time this reaches you,you will have
received the vindication of the American
preople. There has never beem any doubt of
i1t since the first of September, I have
suffered quite a lot from the bitter dig-

ﬂ appointment of notybeing able e personally
participate,but have consoled myself with
the knowledge that it was unnecessary ,and
with the fact that I had been of weekly
service from September of last year until
in April through my material to Jim.

I see that the enemy did not want to miss
one of the old Federalist tricks aga inast
Jefferson which I have set forth in the
latest book,and that in the last days you
like Tom_were acoused of aiming at the

Overthrow of religion., of course you have
been a communist Just as he was a jacobin



all along. I certainly should have sent you a copy of
the book but I had none over here ,I hope you like it,

I think I have rendered a real service to -:I:azl thinking
in smashing the Liberty League attempt to have Jefferson,
Hamilton and John Marshall marching ,arm in arm, behind
the banner of reaction. Jeffersom and Marshall were as
remote from one another ae Brandies and cardoza from
MocReynolds and Sutherland. I hope you liked the book.

Let me anticipate the telegram I expect to
send &y congratulating you on & victory which is as signi-
ficant in our times as was Jeffersoms in I?Eﬂﬂ,and. Jack=

ecsasmtarnsisy e Tosss, ound
n:una in 1838. — :‘; : B W

Sincerely,
Qo asaa, LAS=TT

Hon, Pranklin D.Roosevelt
The White House,



He. 1228 Saint-Jesn-de-~Luz, Fronoe, Oot. 30, 19286,
Subjeot;

Ay e

The Honorable
The Jacretary of State,
fashington, Y.C.

air:

I heve the honor to report thut the Japanase
Minister called upcn me yesterday afterncen to say
that after his arrivel here six weexks ago, and after
talking with ell the members of the diplomatie corps,
be became convinced that the United iJtates is pro-
bubly the only nation thet is strietly adhering to
en honest neutrelity. learning in his talk with me
that we were refusing te¢ convert our Lmbassy into a
refuge for Spaniards engaged in the war, he had in-
strueted his Chargd d'Affeires in Mmdrid to follow

&
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a like course. The purpose of his e 11 yesterday was
to say that after he had informed ais Uovernment thet
the United States is strietly neutrsl, and that acarce-
ly any ccuntry is, he wes instructed by Tokyo to fol-
low in every inatance whatever course that should be
ta<en by us,

1 heve cbserved with some curiosity fer six
weeiks that Lhe Japunese Minister has shown an unusual
iaterest in our course and thet he has aoted precisely
as we have in every instence, or I might have suapect-
ed some ulterior motive, though he did not appear %o
be prying into ocur future intentioms. e said that
the United Jtates and Japun are similarly situsted in
that we are both remote from the soene of the confrlics,
and are in a position to be absolutely neutral.

1 am giving you this information on the chsnoce
that you may have your own opinion as to the signiri-
candee of this unususl expression of solidarity with
us. Jersoncelly I am positive that the Ministsr was

entirely sincere.

II.

The rebellion whieh wes to have triumphed in
"four days or five at the utmost” is now in prograss
after three and e half moaths, Caught unprepared in
the beginuing, with the professional scldlery seiz-
ing the barrucks end the instruseatelities of war, the
Governsent Wauld have gone down s speedily as “ranco
expected but for the very remarkeble rising of the

pecple.
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people, This has necessitated the bringing of armies
of the Foreign Legion and the Moors from Africa and
these constitute the grecter part of the so-called
"‘nationalist army."” These are rough but effective
soldiers, and they are perfeotly equipped with tanks
and airplanes from Uerzeny and ltaly. In addition,
the rebels have the most able generals and the great-
er diseipline thud guoes with a professional army. But
such has been and ls the stubborn resistence of the
people that 1 am not at all persusded that the fall
of Medrid will wesn the termination of the war. That
Madrid will fell seems inevitable from infermation
recvived from Colonel Fugqua and from the observations
made to me by reputable correspondents who have just
come from the capitel, but they cannot believe that
without these, and despite the fsot that the defend-
ers will greatly outnumber the rebels, the Yovernment
oan hold the town. The highest fipure I cer get from
correspondents whe have been with the attacilng foroes
is thet they do not number mcre than 20,000,

111,

ihe non-intervention pecet is nothing more than
@ device occnceived by ‘runoce to excuse herself from
selling srms to the legal “overnment. The violations
of this paet by rertugal, Yermany, snd ltaly are
notorious. Jhe denials msde by these lowers are gro-
tesquely fulse. 4 doZen press ocorrespondents have
told me of the Uermen and Italisn plenes. “ebb ¥iller,

Luropeen
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Buropean head of the United Fress, told me of meeting
nuzbers of Italian officers im Jeville with whom he
hed been mescoclated in Abyssinia., 4nd yesterdey three
eorrespondents, Minifie of the Herald-Tribune, Gorrell
of the United Press, and the correspondent of the Lon-
don lewe=Chroniele, arrested aund then relecsed by the
insurgents, all told me thet when thay were oantured
they saw an astcnishing number of smcll Itallan tanks
in operation, and that ell were operuted by Itallan
soldlers who could not speek Spanish.

The counter-oharpe that fussia hes been sunplying
arms to the Government I esnnot verify from any souree
thus far. 1 bhave iavariably asked the war correspond-
denta 10 they have seen snything of the sort snd they
all give a negstive answer. Dut 1t is possible that
the ilnsurgents resliy believe this story. There ia some
justifiostion for this assumptlon in the fzo% that Mini-
fie uad OCorrell were interrogeted at the insurgent
headquerters on that very poimt and they had to reply
that they hed seen nothing of the sort.

It is resscneble assumption that now that iussla
hes demounced the utterly dishcneat pset, that shes may
mexe an effert to send arms and planes, but up to the
time of the denuncistion of the paet she spparently hed
obssrved it herself es far s arms and emmunition or

war material are conoerned.

IV.
The iden propoaition to the Government for em
"exchange
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"exchenge of hostages” requires soms elarifiecaticn.
There sre some thousands of priscners in Medrid, These
1 think are undcubtedly enemies of the regime, and
are held as potential enemies snd not as hostages,
Genersl Mola made the blunder recently of publiely
anncuneing that there are thousands of rebels in
Madrid, and these he called "my fifth oolumn." He
said publioly that when the attaok on Madrid begins
these will come out and fight. I perscnally have no
doubt of 1t.

Under these clrcumstances the Uovernmeant has been
feverishly seecing these enemies of the regime bent on
the overthrow of the Government aud putting them under
look and key. lNo Covernmsnt in the world, 1 suppose,
would do less.

But 1 have yet to learn where the priscners of
the rebels are held. 1% hes been my informstion from
wur correspondents tliut the rebels take no prisonars.
They shoot them. Minifle, Go:rell and 7eaver (the
British correspondent) told me of the faute of guards
assigned by the war department as thelr escort. lhese
threw up their hends and surrendered as prisoners of
war. uith their heads up they were shot down with a
platol and after they fell their bodies were riddled
with muskaet balls,

1 asked “ir Wenry Chilton, “ritish .abussedor, at
my house the other day what priscners held by the
rebels 4den wished to exchange for those held in Madrid.

He d14 not know. 1 ssked him if he knew of say such
priscnars
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prisoners in any numbers. He sald he did not.

1l em sure the Governseat's prouise to give every
protection to the Madrid prisoners was made in good
foith, but if there is = prolonged fight for Madrid
there ia e denger that toe susrchists und the syndi-
ealists, indifferent to Oovernszent orders, should at-
tempt to storm the priscns end kill the prisoners.
Much may depend upon the rapidity with which the in-
surgenta texe complete possession of the town, after
it besoomes elsar thet they sctually will teke it.

L

In view of the problematicsl aftermath of the
fall of Madrid, I would call your attention to the
faoet that the Yovernwent, the real Uovernuent, voted
in, has been constuntly harussed by the syndicalists
and anorchlsts since the eleetious in February. Up
until ths beginning of the rebellion there were not
enough anarchists in Madrid to mske any impression.
The ayndicalists were decidedly ia the minority among
the workers. The socialist union, which was conser-
vative within bounds, vastly cutoumbered the syndicelist
union. 4nd yet strikes were called and enforeced cver
the protest of the socisllists by the syndicslists, and
the soelalists were threatened with assassination by
the syndicellst meubers if they did not conform. Thus
there was at lesst one strike foroed by a majority.

At that time it is my understandins that the UGov-
ernsent, composed antirely of demccretic republisans,
contemple ted putting the syndicelists down by foree,
This, however, would mean the sheooting of workers and

the
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the political effeot was feared., It was & cuestion
whether the moderate sccislists might not imn the hysteria
of the shooting be driven further to the left.

These are the people who have made it impossible
for the Uovernment of iZana to conduct the war on a
striotly demooratic bausis. .hen Largo Caballerc was
made premier 1t was with the thought that he might be
able to diseipline and control this syndiealist and
anarohist slement. He has brought some little semblance
of order out of chaos., Hut I have reccived some signi-
ficant information from Minifie, Gorrell esnd “eaver,
who have been in Madrid for almost two months.

They tell me that the syndiealists end anarchists
assume all power; that they are wll armed but that they
refuse tc go to the front; and that not long spo 1t was
under seriocus consideration to diserm these pecple if
it mesnt, as seemed probuble, rfighting in the streeta.
This project was finally abandoned on the ground that
it would throw the ecity into turmoil in the fece of
the approachlng enemy.

#ith the fell of Madrid, it is possible that these
extremists who have made & mess of things may be olim-
inated, and thet the Govermment, established elsewhere,
mey ecntinue the war ulong demoeratic or moderately
soolulistic lines. If not, I look for anarchy im spots,
and for differsnt oities and seotions, recognizing mno

central suthority, to prepare for independent defences.
Should the Azana Uovernment succeed in reguining
authority, the fight of the legal Government can con-
tinue.
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tinue. Otherwise the prevention of anarchy and the
preservation of Spain will rest with force — the
form of Franeco's soldiers.

In view of the faot which locms like a mountain
above a plain thut the primary purpose of the rebel-
lion was to destroy demooracy in this country, and
that this would have falled without the sssistanoce of
foreign troops and other naticns, I would suggest —
thinking of terus of history — thet we jump %o no
precipitate conolusions, and espeoclally, since on
yesterday the Yovernnent forces took the offensive
in several places snd succeeded in thelr objective.

Respeoctfully yours,

Claude 0. Bowers

CGB:LR
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ADDRES S CFFICIAL COMMUSICATIGNE TO | . " f
THE SECRETARY OF STATE | - 1.
WARHINGTON, D C. 1 I
Ll

DEPARTMENT OF STATE sl
WASHINGTON Wi

November 10, 1936,

Dear Mr. President:

The enclosed memoranda give the information I re-
quested yesterday of our Western European Diriniun and
Near Eastern Division.

The one that deals with Spain you will probably
wish to look at before the Bpanish Ambassador calle this
morning. The other pertains to the Ethiopian matter.

I have had it suggested to the Spanish Ambassador
tﬁat he may wish to be very reticent in talking to the

press after he sees you.

I think you will like to know that we have taken
pretty effective steps to protect the secrecy of our
oodes, so far as concerns the Department itself, by
guarding the distribution and safekeeping of confiden-
tial communications, and we are starting a eimilar effort
to insure the same thing in our foreign offices.

Youre very sincerely,

acranis. d/-) ARG T Ny

The President,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF WESTERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

MEMORAN DUM

November 10, 1836.

Mr. Moore,

For many years the summer u-p;tll of Bpain hae been
at San Sebastian on the North coast., The Forelgn Office
and other Ministries send delegations to San Sebastian
and the Diplomatic Corps moves &s a body to that oity
leaving only skeleton staffs in Madrid., Ambassador Bowers
was at San Bebastian when the revolt broke out and remained
there for some days until the situation became untenable
and he was evacuated aboard the coast guard cutter CAYUGA,
For some two weeks Ambassador Bowers traveled up and down
the North coast aboard the CAYUGA pPicking up Americans who
wished to leave S8pain. When this task was completed
Ambagsador Bowere set up his office at 8%. Jean de Lus
since conditions-remained impossible in San Bebastian. 1In
the meantime all the other Ambassadors who had been at
Sen Bebastian had established themselves either in San Jean
or the neighboring town of Hendaye. None of theae
Ambassadors have since returned to Madrid except the
Mexican Ambassador whose Government has been an ardent
supporter of the Madrid Government and has sent that Govern
ment very large storee of munitions and other supplies.

Like the Embassies of the other prineipal powers our Embasey

in
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in Medrid hae been conducted during the rebellion by a
Charged d'Affaires. The conduct of our Embassy has been
competent and our relations friendly. It is not believed,
therefore, that anytning will have been gained by directing
Ambassador Bowers to leave the Diplomatic Corpe in 8t, Jean
and proceed to Madrid.

2. 1In addition to the American Exbasey at Madrid we
had in continental Spain a Consulate General at Barcelona,
& Coneular Agency in Tarragona and Consulates at Valencia,
Malaga, Seville, Vige and Bilbao. Outeide continental Bpain
we had Consulates in the Canary Islands at Las Palmas and
Tenerife. All these offices are still open with the ex-
ception of the Oonsulates at Bilbao and Malaga and the
Consular Agency at Tarragona. The insurgents are firmly
in control and conditions are quiet in the Canary Islands
and also in the Vigo and Seville districts. In both Bilbao
and Malaga internal conditions appear to be chaotie. These
cities are subject to fairly frequent bombardment from the
air and from the sea but pending the termination of the
campaign againet Madrid no serious attempt has been made by
the insurgente to capture them. Conditions are now
reasonably quiet in Tarragona but as our agent, & private
business man seemed to be in danger as the result of his
efforte to protect American property he was amthmztii
authorized to leave Spain. There have been no military
operatione in the vicinity of Valencia which ia now the

official
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official seat of the Spanish Government. The July revolt
of the insurgents was put down in Barcelona within 34 hours
and the city has remained quiet from the military point of
view since then, except for an unsuccessful expédition from
the city agninst the Island of Mallorca which is held by
the insurgents, and an inaffectual bombardment of the coast
north of the city by & rebel cruiser sbout ten days ago.

3. It is estimated that there may be still in Spain
about 350 American nationals. Those remaining are either
pereons having close family ties in Spain or persons who
feel that they must remain to watch over their interests
at all coste or who have no source of income outside of
Spain and do not therefore wish to leave the country.

4. The efforts of our officers in Spain were
primarily devoted to evacuating our nationale to points of
safety. At the same time they took all poassible steps to
protect American property by notifying the Spanish
authorities of the whereabouts and nature of property
belonging to the American nationale and préovided these
nationals with certificates and seals to be pasted on
windows and doors, &8 & notice to persons who might other-
wise be disposed to molest the property. Our Embassy at
Madrid and our Consuls in their several jurisdictions also
notified the appropriate authorities that this Government
could not admit that American pxtxmimXy private property,
whether actually in the hands of American nationale or

abandoned
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:hundanndjggcu temporarily because of conditions over which
they had no control,might be interfered with with impunity.
Our officers further informed these authorities that the
Ameriocan Government would, of course, look to the Government
of Bpain for indemnification for &ny delinquency in this
respect and that in the event of requisition of American
property for the necessities of War or otherwiee the
American Government would ineiet that provision be made for
pPrompt and full compensation to the owners. 1In responee to
theee representations our offices received both fiom the
national and local governments assurances that American
property would be respected and full payment made for such
property as it might prove neceseary to requisition.

Due to the almost complete disruption of the usual
commeércial means of communication Tesulting from the civil
War, our consular and diplomatic officers have for the
last four monthe, provided practically the sole dependable
means of contact between the American owners of commercial
and industrial property in Spain and their managers and
representatives in that country. Qur officers have not
only followed with the closest attention, for the guidance
of the Department and the information of American bueiness,
the measures taken by the Spanish Government in regard to
¢ommerce and industry, but have also under most difficult
and in meny ceses dangerous conditions located the

representatives
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representatives of American companies, reported om their
welfare, assisted certain of them to leave Spain, trans-
mitted their reports to their principals and conveyed to
them the latter's instructions, advised them as to the
procedure to be followed in the event of requisition of
their property by the constituted authorities, and taken
etepes to prevent irresponeible and unauthorized seigures.

5. The total value of American property in Spain
is roughly estimated at about 80 million dollars of which
about €4 million dollars is mccounted for by the property
of the National Telephone Company of Spain which is owned
by the International Telephone and Telegraph Company of
New York. Aside from real estate the remaining 16 million
dollars is accounted for by stooke of merchandise in ware-
houses or shops, the most important being cotton etocks
worth about 800 mi thousand dollars, the assets of banking
organizations and plants for the manufacture of motor cars,
shoe machinery, mmthm automobile tires, cork products,
sulpbur producte, olive oil and a number of miscellaneocus
products,

B. Our Charge d'Affaires in Madrid and our coneular
officers in those cities under the control of the Government
bave been maifsxmaXXly uniformly successful in mxtmtimt
maintaining cordial relations with the successive Cabinet

officers
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officers and civil and military governments. The cordiality
of our relations with these officials has been of great
value to ue in the protection of American lives and
property. Similaerily our Consuls in rebel territory have
maintained friendly relations on an informal basis with the
insurgent authorities in control in their distriets. When
contact with the Commander of the insurgent forces has been
necessary for the protection of American nationale we have
made our approach informally through the American Consul at
Seville which in the early stages of the revolt was the
headquarters of the rebel forces. Although Seville has
ceased to be the headquarters of the insurgents the local
Commander has continued to cooperate informally with our
Consul and hae forwarded our representations immediately
Itu General Franco. It appears from the information available
to ue that the British have endeavored in their relations
both with the insurgents and with the Madrid Government to
follow & policy of neutrality parallel to our own.

7. The information received from our Embassy in the
cage that in the event of Franco'e success the first
Eurcpean countries to recognize his government will be
Germany, Italy and Portugal. San Sebastian and Guatemala
have already recogniszed Franco and it is not improbable that
such countries as Brazil, Chile and Argentina will recognize

Franco
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Franco at about the same time as they are recognized by
Germ,ny and Italy, Mexico will probably withhold recognition
as long as possible.
8. Our latest information indicates that both Great
Britain and France are following a cautious pPolicy and will
not reach a decision with regard to the poeeibility of

recognizing Franco until the situation becomes more clear,

WE:JHM: ASD 11/10
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-and tanks by the score, They all told me that they had met scores of
“'German and Italian officers. The greater part of the tanks are operated
by Italians who cannot speak Spanish, Most of the rebel aviators are

‘German and Italian. Webb Miller, Huropesm correspondent of the U,P.
told me that on arriving in Seville he was sstonished to be greeted by
socores of Italiam officers with whom he had been assooiated ijn Abyss-
inis, Laet week John whittaker told me that in Seville . and Salamancy
he could sgarcely find gpanish officers in the crowd of Jermans, The
correspondent of the Manohester Guardian told me last night that in

. 8eville all the finme hotels have been taken over exclusively for the

' Germans and that at Salamanaca when he remonstrated at the delay in
serving him hia 1mh'h- wag told that the Geymans had to be waited on
-ilz“'nlnn--thij'l.niuhl upon i%. The other day 6000 Germans of the
‘German army arrived, Three days later 2,600mmx of the Italian army

came , The Baeleric Islands have been converted into an Italian colony
completely under the d‘.umlﬂnn of Italien officers and with a Colomel
RoBei oalling himself M.uittu.lni the waters thereabout are thick with
Italian and German war ships.

‘For four monthe I asked each and every ons of these correspondents this
queation; "Did you see any Ruseslan war material or any Russians?", And
for three months I received always a negatiyve anewes, :

My firm conviction ie this: that the Ruseians respected theiz ni_gnni:a
to the Nonintervemtion Pact, Then Spain protested to the Committee and
the League asgainst the complacency with which both viewed the flagrant,
,defiant wviolations of the paot by Germany,Italy and Portugal. When
thie wae brushed aside,dispite the proof submitted,Ruseia served notice
openly that she would nmot be bound to any greater degree than the other
eignatories of the Pact. Since thnfnht hae sent in much war material .
She has also sent some offiocers who are training the raw reoruits and
‘acting as advisors. She bas not sent im any of her army. There are some
Russiene fighting with the loyaliste--Jjust as there are Englishmen,
Americans, French and Belgians+ But the story that Madrid is now
defended by Russians is Just plain lie. There are thirty thousand de-

. fending Madrid and if there are 3.& thousand Russiane all told I shall

be much surprised.

tk



Eive,

w - The Nomintervention Paot, if not actually desigmed for the pur=-

pose was entirely in the interest of the rebels, It gave the Demoecra-
oles of Bngland and Prance an exouse for selling nothing to the cons ti-
tutional govermment of Spain sWhich while & violation of all rrecedent
.would have been defendable had thess gountries insisted that the pact
ghould be respeoted by Itlay and Gormany. They did nothing of the sort,
They deliberately and dishonestly olosed their eyes to what was going
on, Eden made statements in the Commome that no honest statesman has
any right t0 make. The Pact, th‘ﬂj in tilli‘l:l shut of? supplies from the
Goverament while supplies iﬁ‘;h rebels eame in by the eship load,

Now that the Germanyx and the Italian armies agtually are here,
nowW that the Italians have taken over the Baslerics and the Germanms are
inf force in the wnn that Pranco on the ordere of the Ital-
iang and germans h:-:‘u:nl notice on Britieh ghipping ,now that only
the moron fails to see that the purpose is to make Spain a base for the
international feoist fight on demooraoy in Burope ,now that England
realizes that the success of Pranco endangers B:nlm’ status in the
lod-huuln’m Franoe sees that she.is being surrounded by facist
enemies, these two countries have made a.medeation offer,

This offer is absurd, It places the comstitutional Govermment om a par
with the few rebels 8ypported by three facist states . Ite proposal of
& plebecite ia ril;:lnniouu. An honest eleotion would greatly increaas
the majority of the Lefts over last Februrary.ind who wounld supervise
the election? England and Prance that have played with Fracmoo?The

' Nonintervention Committee and the $ngn- that have resorted so every

subterfuge against the Govermment? of course not, The Government will,
conduct and oall any election in conformity with the Constitution,and
1t will oall none because Spain had one lese than & year ago whioh went
overwhelmningly for the Lefts dispite the faot that all the eleotion
machinery was in the hande of the Rights.

The line up as far as Spaniards are conoerned is thie; the workers,the
peasants, the intelleotuals,oonstituting 956 4 of the people are with
the Government;the mobility,the aristocracy,Big Business and High
Finance are with the rebdeles.

You read much about the dreadful -:IEE:- who hold innocent "hostages" in

Madrida and avout the wiockedness

of the government in not sending



these innocent souls e of the ountry to safety, My dear Mr Fresi-
dent,of ocouree you know of the boastes of Franoco and Mole about their
"Pifth column™ in lldﬂl,iholu‘h-n the time is Hp-‘will Join the rebels
and ghoot the defenders of Madrid in the back, There may have been some
innooente arrested ;but nipne tenthe of those held in prison and dis-
gracefully conceuled in Embassies and Legatione are bitter enmemies of
the regime, '

The conduot of the greater part of the Diplomatic Corps has been oximi-
nal. To illustrate: The Pinnish Legation at the beginning of the wn;f
wes in & flat, I kmow th:\llnintnl,;n honest man I am sure,who told
me he could not afford a house, He left Madrid when all of us left for
the summer and the Legation was entrusted to a spaniard. There are
probably not thlzt: r;nnn in Spain. But lo and huhnlﬂ!-uthc Sraniard
has taken four houses,count’em,four--and packed a thousand rebels in
them, omier oharging several hundreds of dollars per head admise ion. i
The Chilean Ambassador has a thousand hidden, When his Embassy was A
packed ,he ordered his ataff to f£ill their houses, The Cubane have male
a fortune at the same work and in selling fraudulent passports. The

Turk hae taken two houses for the war and filled them., And even 1ittle
Hl.itl,ﬂh.lﬂh has never had its Legation in und:u,huriud‘ upon the acene
to take & house and get its part of the graft, The Argentine has dome
the same --that Il"piﬁlllinil in fraudulent paseports,

The Britieh and ourselves are alome in having refused to convert our
Embassies to these purposes. '

Now the Chilean,Morgano,fearing injury to hinnlf.‘ is anxious to legve
Madrid ,but he csnnot beosuse of the thoussnd rebels he § is protecte
iﬂu. And o0 he raises & hues and cry sabout the wiokedness of the govern-
ment in not giving these people safe conduot across the bordex, Were
they Jjust I!nt'iﬂlﬁll the border they would return at once by way of ‘.
Pamplona and San Sebastian and join the rebel army at Salamanca, e

the humanitarian natione are in earnest they will propose to intern
these rebele for the period of t:lu war , : .

Inu have alao hll!ﬁ of the withﬁ:lill of consular privileges in Bil-
nos, Have you hlard the :lalnnT Two of them,in Bilboa,were osught red-

hapded sending detailed hlnl;ﬂﬂ: of the defences of the oity to the
g 3 ‘ \

Tebel military headquarters in g
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beliggerent righte., But it did not happen;and the reascn I had from
_ Hexbette. Prance would not .m-, and Pranoe and England have an agres-
ment to aot together in the Spanish orisls.

IV.
I am proud of our reoord, We alone among the Powers have not mm had a

gingle incident, We have the nhln].nh confidence and respect of the
. Government because we have not been ocxooked, We have obeerved absolute=-
1y all the proprieties in dealing with the rebels and they have no
reason to complain, We heve had no trouble with them, Among the dowagers
in Pilarrits I am told there is some goasip about the wickedness of the
Amer ioans and Britieh in refuslng to sell pn-put:::qnuh hiding
places for Prapcos "Pifth Column”,but these mostly tﬂ women of the
* 4ype who refused to drinkimg Rddie Plynns toast to "The President of
the United States” at BSouthamptom. - o taldn : d ;
our position of striot neutzality has beem rigidly obsexved ,though I
have had some trouble preventing some of our eonsuls frxom jeining the
"r.#th colymn"--aome but not mWAny..

if mrun:r md Italy pexraist in sepding troup;’ the danger of & Euro-
pean upheaval will grow ,and England at 1ut is hecoming restive. (ne
thing I know--Framco cannot poseibly wj.n without nu ‘heavy military
support from Germany end Italy. W& may soon know what is to happem in
Madrid. If Franco fails utterly thu-‘, he is through. His prestige has
gone down emormously because he has been unable to take Madrid after
five weeks of fighting .But the m‘ugu.n thing is that the prestige
of Germany and Italy are now involved. Theiy original plan was to
recognize Franco with a flouriéh of trumpets the moment he took Madrid.
Put when two weeks went by and he had failed something had to be done to

[}
bolster his fading prestige and so they acoorded recognition ~-=because

he had failed,
1 have given you the facte for ‘h:ukgtnund purposea, Of course I deo not

broadoast these views here.In truth I say nothing and see but a few
people other than Americans. Your speech in Busnos Aires made &
profound impressiom over here,The Government papers in gpain were all
highly complimentary. The rebel papers had lese %o say ,but they sald
nothing a:iunn.lﬂk- no mistake about it--this is not a faciet war
on communiem,it is a faolst war on demoorscy in Europe. Every ome who

believes in demooracy here ie & "red" just as everyome who believed im i
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demooracy in America in the days of Jeffersom was a "Jagobin®, Aind
Just ae you and your supporters in the late campaign were "communists"”,
I know my history too well to be impressed with the propoganda,

My Justification for such a long letter is that I bother
you but seldom,

Jim Parley oaslled me up from Paris, I am happy over the election om
his acoount, How in Gods name did you find him? He is the most perfect
chalrman “".r and during the last four years I have formed a grsat
peresonal affection for him, Even Jacksons "Kitchen Cabinet® 4id not
produce his equal,

My book played ite part in the campaign after all ,since I have & score
of editoriale similar to the onme inolesed, It continues & "best seller”
but with the exception of Hormer, Daniels a&and Harry Hawes,I have not
had a line from a single Demoorat leader even to the extent of saying
"{t is & good book", Hom-lhum.
With renewed conglatulations,
3incerely,

MW

Hon, Franklin D.Roosevelt
The White House,






Sen Jean de Luz,December 22,'3¢

Dear Mr President:-
I em inclosing herewith a copy

of & despatch I have felt it necessary to send to
the Department .At the time when it was currently
and constantly reported in the press thet I was re-
turning to participete in your ecampaign 1 was not
surprised at the tone of some of the articles 1in
partisen pepers like the Chicego Tribune and the
Chicago News ,regarding my ebsence from Madrid.
1 dismissed it as tripe intended for use against me
in places where I might speek .But now thet this sort
of lying ebuse continues ,reflecting on me personally
»1 em esking the State Department to do me and the
renking members of the steff with me the elementayy
Justice vthat Prime Minister Baldwin immediately
rendered to Sir Henry Chilton when similarly ettacked
yin the House of Cokmons.
Irem quite capable of defending myself with the facts
but I prefer the more dignified procedure similar to
the eetion so promptly teken by Mr Baldwin.

It is a.mattur of amazement to me,and to all

here with me,thet while notes end press statements
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commendatory of numercus men in the service in
Spain have been given out over & period of five
months,not one of us has had & complimentary reference
from the Department. This too notwithstanding the
fact that we alone among the Powers have had no inci-
dent and no trouble .My work here among the heads of
missions,all of them partisen and intriguing ,has
not been so easy ,but I have maintained an absolute
neutrality in eccordence with our policey .
I ask nothing in the way of commendation for myself
--1 can later teke care of that mysefd- but I do
feel thet my secretery who risked his life three
or four times,going through fighting to rescue
fmericans,is entitled to & word from some quarter
by way of the appreciation of the Govermment .

The c¢lippings from the Chicago Tribune and one
or two other papers that reshed me today are of
such a cheracter that I cannot in self respect
refrein from calling attention to the faoct that
I am being slendered for following the orders of my
Govermnment and without anything from the Govermment
to indicate as much. Since all other na tions have
their Embassies and Legations here there is no rea-
son why the Govermnment should not say es much under

these cirecumstances.
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If you cen spare e minute to dictate a8 brief note
to my secretary,Biddle Gerrison,a Princeton man of
two years 8go,expressing eppreciation for his
heroism it will not be published sbut will be
treasured by him against the $96 a month thet he
receives. But of course you will use your own
Judgement about that.

With warmest regards and best wishes,

Sineerely,

Couuucta™ G owrtr,

Hon. Franklin D.Roosevelt
The White House
Washington.




LiS GRAY

(Madrid)
8t, Jean de Lus

Dated December £9, 1936
Rec'd 3:80 p. m.
Becretary of State,
Washington.

187, December 29, 6 ps m.

Teday's issue of LA PPTITE GIRONDE of Bordeaux
carrles a despatch dated 'lashington December 29 which
states "the Govermment announces that a first license
for the exportation of arms and ammunition to Spain has
been granted the 'Vim Alert! Company of Jersey Clty which
will ship to Bilbao air planes with a value of $2,770,000."

BOWERS
CsB



U GRAY

(Madrid)
S5t, Jean de Lusz

Dated December 30, 1936
Rec'd 10:17 a.m.
Seecretary of State

Washington

189, December 30, 1 p.m,

Presa reports indicate pesalble legislation ex-
tending prohibition of exportation of war material to
Spain. The danger lles in the precipitation of debate
on the merlits of the controversy here which may greatly
weaken our position of neutrality with both sides. Hay
I suggest that in the consideration of such legislation
it would seem wise to impress on congressional leaders
the importance of discouraging such discussions in these

eriticel times,

BOWERS
CsB
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A PICTORIAL MAF SHOWING THE * PINCER ' MOVEMENT ON MADRID
FOUGHT, AND GENERAL FEATURES OF THE REGION.

| Mudid heourh Navslcarness gnd

THE REBEL ADVANCE “OM THE SPANISH CAPITAL :
LOCALITIER WHERE IMPORTANT ACTIONS WERE
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& geseral Beataren ol the gurrsunding oouniry snd the pesitions ol plaes the Mearish troopy merving with the rebals had (ke sdvantape rating
& impariani actimes wers lsughl  As the milisery sbust hangen fram mauntsineul eoaniry Mhe ihels wws in Mo it | Wiedoemi
duy day. 11 jn irse impoiible to ey whit il mEy e by (ke Hime (hewe st Aanking movesenes ot Mogesds and Aldes del Fieoss, whare by buine
ney appuar. Al (ks memesl ol writing, hewewer, we may recall than ke & Covermmeni posivisn near San Martin,  Meanwhils, in the serihowm, sels
idwinced ¢ mainly from Toledo in ibe sowih. along ibe troaps sa Detaber 17 caprured the stresgheld of Rableds d¢ Chavels, sbsy
Afbeschs Fiver im the south-west, and fem the Cusderrama line in the nerth 30 mile from Madeid altee o Bevew dhees daps” banide  Hobdeds was
w8 prastisally ik lask defessive Covernmeni posiviss on thai freal &

On Ociober 17, (0 wan saied, & rebel cobumn moving north fres Teleds
i delensss, and i b Eaptared saly barriee o an sdvenee on the Escorisl the snciens repsl  palace

Tebsda snd Madrid and 23 mikes frem the Wil As P (el weshd have & preal morsl sBeci o bimrvers sspecied Thal

Mssoss. thee asly large fown berwssn T
The Cawernmen! (mspl wers ihen drives past theis seeand Hae of

sowermmeni’y Bt line
the Bghting these wasld prove decigive

Tmvms @y ssw Sepedas hmisa o 0L BRe
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