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Hotel Miremar
Saint-Jean-de-Luz, France, February 8, 1939.

Dear Mr. President:

I em not surprised that there is intense Tealing
in Americe on the Spenish war., The issue is most fun-
damental. As I heve tried to make clear for two end g
helf yeers, the issue is clear-cut between fascism and
democracy, between reaction of the blackest type and
progress. I note with delight that the poll of Publie
Opinion shows 75 per cent of the people at home with
the Demccracy end that 40 per cent of the Catholics are
with it. It is gretifying to note that the Americans
Tetain their old unerring capacity to interpret a po-
litical esituation, I have felt all along that the Span-
ish war hes been the testing of the Democracies by the
Totaliterian States to 8ee how far they dare go. It

is tregie that in this testing the British end Fremneh

Governments
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Governments have been in the hands of such proncunced
reactionaries as Chamberlain and Bonnet.

I have been to Perpignan and had an hour's talk
with Sr, Del Vayo, the Minister of State, and heve re-
ported on the conversation to the Department. The loss
of Catelonis 1s in no sense remarkable. During the fight-
ing on the Ebro, when the Loyalists for weeks more than
held their own end in faot carried on a sucecessful of-
fensive for many days, the Loyalists were over-matched
four to cne in artillery, planes and tanks. With only
four to cne they were a mateh for the enemy. That so
shocked Frenco, Hitler and Mussolini thet the two lat-
ter determined to take no chences on the next offensive,
So beginning November 1st and continuing through Novem-
ber, December end to mid-January, German and Italian
ships crowded the rebel harbours, unlosding mechine guns,
&rtillery in general, Plenes and tanks, This wes known
to the Spanish Govemment but it underestimated the emount ,

It will be noted by history that during this Period it
Was known that this was going on,

most emazing things in the Treports
Commons in a1} time, I Tancy,

of Proceedings in the
is found in the report of
one day whem Mr, Cheamberlain solemnly saig that Mussolini

and
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end Hitler were sending in no supplies now because thosge
paragons of veracity had told him so. That same day Mr.
Hudson of the Foreign Office, in charge of overseas trade,
taken to task in the Commons about British trade, end re-
minded thet no British commerecial ships were seen in Fran-
co waters while German ships erowded them, blithe ly, and
perhaps a bit idiotically, replied that these German ships
were not commerciel at all, but thet they were "taking in
Wer material to Genersal Franco™. Really, you know, "too
much is enocugh",

At any rate when this push on Barcelona began, the
rebels and their foreipgn allies hed e hundred mechine guns
to the Loyalists' one, twen ty planes to one, sixty tanks
to cne. No human organizaticn could compete under such
conditions. That is the story of Barcelona., Of course,
during these two and a half months extraordinary precau-
tions were taken by Chemberlain ard Bonmet to see that the
cons titutional Democre tic Republie should not be permitted
to buy & cartridge. Historisns will record that too. It
will not meke the most glowing page in the history of
Democracy.

There are powerful forces in Englend, the Churechills,
Lloyd George, Lord Cecils, Edens, Coopers, who have fought

this
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this outrageous intervention of the Europeen demccracies
in the interest of the Fascist offemsive. In France there
has been more indifference. That, more then enything, has
amazed me. The spirit of 1789 is evidently dead.

But that brings me to a remarkable experience I had
recently. Herriot, perhaps the strongest of the French
Just now, end not at all in sympathy with Bonnet's Bourse
progrem end policles, communicated to me through & third
party a desire to see me very secretly. He said he was
going to his home in Lyon fo‘r the week-end, and that he
would like for me, if possible, to drive through Lyon and
eall unostentatiously.

Nothing was said to indicate the resson but it was not
hard to read between the lines. It was evident that he
wished to convey something to you indepenient of the French
Government and for that reason preferred not to do so
through our Embassy in Paris. I had planned to make the
drive. Then eame the fall of Barcelena. I was then noti-
fied by the third party that Herriot was thrown off his
stride by that event end would wait a while longer to note
developments.,

The Spanish Government will continue the fight in the
central section, The French have acted generocusly in per-
mitting the Catelonien emy to cross the front ler, along

with



with great hordes of civilians, women end children, in
Plight before the "army of liberation™ snd the "Christian-
izing influences" of the Nezils and the Moors. It savad
many lives end the war material of the Ioyalist army -
saved the latter from Franco. So long as thet great terri-
tory including Medrid is held end the legal Government
functions and its army is in the field - 500,000 in the
central zone - I em convinced we should stand ppt. Ve are
dealing with a weak sister of the Rome-Berlin Axis which,
however, is just as offensive in its ccntrolled press, as
Rome or Berlin regarding the United States, yourselfl and
Hull. This with translations of the articles has been

sent from time to time to the Department. And we are deal-
ing with one who has made a mockery of agreaments, violat-
ed international lsw with ribald mirth, practiced piracy

on the high seas, end sleughtered thousands of women and
children by bombings &nd machins gunning from the air. We
can afford to stand pat under existing conditions,

Russia? The League Commission was able to loca te 235
of these. In the beginning there were about 600 at the ut-
most. Thus do the "Russian hordes" evapora te in the sun,

I saw Del Vayo about the Pletures from the Prado in
complience with instructions from the Department., While
these canvases had been "sent to Russia” ss "everyocne

knows",



knows", it appears thet they really were very cerefully
packed end protected in a fort nesr Figuerss. The morn-
ing of the day I saw Del Veyo at night he had completed
arrangements for these to be sent to Geneva under the aus-
pices of the League to be kept there till the war is over.
The "custodiens of civilization" made several attempts to
bomb the forty lorries, bearing them, from the air, but
happily there was no hit.

Murphy sent me his statement before the Senate Com-
mittee. It pulverized his enemies. No one who knows Murphy
could have doubted that he would.

Regerds and all good wishes.

Sincerely,
22 o snola Y Ro 1t

Americen Ambassador






Hotel Miramar
saint-Jeen-de-Luz, France, Pebruary 16, 1939.

Deer Mr. Seeretary:

In view of the feverish desire of England end
¥rance to curry favor with Franco with the war still on,
with the constitutional Government established in the
natlon's eapltal whieh remeains in its possession elong
with a lerge territory, and with 400,000 soldlera in the
field, I was delighted to read lh the press an alleged
announcement from Yashington that in sccordance with our
traditional poliecy no gquestion of recognition wonld arise
until Frenco has conquered the entire country and shown
his power to enforce peace; and that them there will
have to be an understanding regarding indemnities to
Americans and the intended poliey toward us.

when Del Vayo confessed to me at Ferpignan that on

the
The Honorable
Cordell Hull,

Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.



the day of the conversation the Prench Ambessedor hed
had the impertinence to say to the legal Government of
Spain that the French Government wished it to surrender,
and when the British Government interested itself in the
same way, I recognized the Munich pattern. D14 not the
French and British Ambassedors call on Benes and in the
most impudent manner orier the Czechs to surrender?

However, in view of the notorious character of the
war in whieh the Fascist powers unite with men snd war
material on an enormous seele to destroy demoeracy and
legality in Speln, I avaell myself of the oprortunity, as
I consider it pert of my officlal duty, to submit rea-
sons why, in my opinion, we cannot, consistently with
our traditions and prineiples, recognize Tranco under
the existing conditions, regardless of the attitude of
the "Munich Poweran,

(1) The legelly elected Government of S-ain still
exists and functionms.

(2) That Government i{s established in Madrid, the
capital of the nation, which remains in poesession of
the forces of legality.

(3) A large section of the country is in possession

of
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of the legal Covernment and between 400,000 snd 500,000
soldiers of that Covernment are in the field.

(4) S0 long as the Italian army and the thousands of
German soldiers end techniciens remein in Spain, and three-
fourths or more of the planes, tanks and guns on which Fran-
e¢o 18 absolutely dependent remain, e recognition of Franco
would be the bestowal of a blessing on agpression.

(§) The Franco press, completely under the domination
of Franco who nemes the editors and dictates every line of
the policy, has carried on a vicious and ebusive campaign
against the United 3tates, its President, yourself and
American institutions and ldeals.

(6) The seriousness of these inspired and continued
attacks, emanating beyond e doubt from Berlin and Rome, is
in the fact that they were most agprressive and offensive
during, just before, and just after, the Lima Congress,
when they urgéd South American eountries to oppose us,
thus parroting the press of PBerlin and Rome and matching
them in scurrility.

(7) The Franco junta 1s encouraging end sponsoring the
organization of South and central Americans in Spain into
a Faselst soclety having for 1ts purpose, as the press pro-
elaims, the aggressive urging of Pascist and Fazl Adoctrines
and plans on South and Central America.

(8)
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(8) Franco has refused to forego reprisals and I pre-
diet that the wholesale killing of liberals, democrats, re-
publieans will shock mankind when the facts emerge from be-
hind the militaery censorship. We ocan afford to wait and
see, -

(9) For two years everyone of sound Judgment from Tran-
co Spain, including press correspondents, has predicted a
bitter struggle in the end to determine whioch Franeo fac-
tion shall gather the harvest of the vietory. Of eourse,
all these Incompatible elements are antipathetic to demo-
eracy - equally so. The indieations are for a struggle be-
tween the FPalangists - supported by Hitler and Mussolini, -
and the monarchists, nobllity, great landowners and Carl-
ists - supported by England and Frenee. "hichever side
wins, the people will lore their freedom. T sugpgest that
we should adopt e waiting poliey to see if Tranco really
can dominate. He has not been able recently to control
hie Italian allies who bombed the British warship at Mi-
norca in defiance of Pranco's orders.

(10) I have talked with many outstanding men from
Franco's side and T gather from these that they are hoping
for loans and flnanciel assistance generally from the Tnit-
ed States, We certainly do not need Spain as much as Spain
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needs us, and they, not we, should be the suppliants in
the matter of recognition.

It is quite possible that Mussolini's speech next
Sunday may throw light on the early future of Spain. What-
ever he may say, however, I submit that the ten reasons
nénlnst following ®ngland in the matter of recognition at
this juncture are sufficient. Some one nation among the
Demoeracies must maintain its dAignity =2nd stand on prinei-
Ple and tradition. I have observed in the case of Fran-
co, a= everyone has observed in the cace of Hitler and
Mussolini, that obsequious attempts to curry favor arouse
their contempt and increase the insolence of their demands.
Both England and "rance arc despised in Franco-Spain and
never so much so as now. Important men in PFranco's orpgan-
ization have said to me several times: "We are sorry your
country cannot be sctively with us, but you have been
stralght and honest, eand have followed your traditional
policies and prineiples and we can understand that.” T
am sure we shall follow that line to the end, for it seems
to me the only line consistent with the dignity of a great

nation.

Sincerely yours,

CLAUTE G. BOWFRS
American Ambassador
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¥ DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

March 15, 1939

My dear Mr, President;

With reference to our conversation on the tele-
phone of yeaterday, I have sent a telegram to the
Chargé a'Affaires at St, Jean de Luz asking for any
information he can give me with regard to the gl=
leged statements made by some official of the Franco
government concerning Puerto Rico, As socon as I have
a reply I will send it to you.

With regard to the publications in the ovress of
this country, I may say that on March 8 both the Herald
Tribtune and the New York Timee carried stories from San
Juan, Puerto Rico, based on an article in the English-
Spanish weekly "Puerto Rican Herald", which asserted
that Franco expects German and Italian ald in reconguer-
ing this former Spanish colony, That article was in
turn based on information from "a Puerto Rican who was

a resident of Madrid many years before the Spanish ecivil

The President,
The White House,
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war', who sald that the statement of aims of the Falange
Espanola, the original Fascist supportere of Franco in
Spain, expressed determination to reconquer Spain's loet
poseeeslone and rebuild the loat Empire,

The story as published in the American press would
coneequently appear to be based solely on an unfounded
rumor, but if there is any more to the etory our Chargé
d'Affaires will undoubtedly send us the information,

Believe me
a ‘“i‘llr yours ‘l/{hi
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| ' DEPARTMENT OF STATE
YV WASHINGTON

March 18, 1938

- E/,....-
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My dear Mr, President:

With reference to the atory that the Franco
regime had indicated it desired to obtaln the return
to Spanish sovereignty of Puerto Rico, I em enclos-
ing herewith a telegram from our Chargé d'Affaires
in 8t. Jean de Luz which was sent in reply to an
inquiry addressed to him.

My own belief 1s that the opinion expreased in
the first paragraph is probably correct,

Eelieve me

ithfully yours,

it § gt s ) I

Ne, 585, March 17,
5 p,m, from 8t, Jean
de Luz,

The Preslident,
The White House,



HRE GRAY
(MADRID)
3T JEAN DE LUZ
Dated March 17, 1939
.R:c'd 6:40 pems
Secretary of State
Washington

595, March 17, 5 pem.

Depvartmentts 491, March 14,

I am not of course in a position to obtain first
hand informaticon on this subjeect or to Judge whether
rssponsiblg authorities of the Franco regime entertain
such 1dEna? Inquirlies made thus far have not been
productive, but have elicited the opinlon that the report
i3 probably of German origin and designed to embarrass us
in Latin America (in retaliation for our alleged commercilal
aggression there against German Interests) and also iIn
Spain. Hone the lesa, I recall having heard while In
government Spaln several references to the new Spain te be
erected by Franco in which the term "empire" was employeds
but thils moy merely have been an allusion to the Afriean
and 1slond possessions.

An examination of Natlonallat news for the last
two weeks has diselosed no reference to Puerto Rico and
the only poper here which has carried the story, insofar

as I am awarg, 1s the PARIS HERALD TRIBUNE for March 11
which
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HRE 2w#595 From Madrid-3t Jean de Luz-March 17,5 Denie

which gave it a San Juan dateline and nttributed 1t to
the United Press as a plickup from local papers.

I shall continue investigation,

THURSTON

NPL :ELB



San Jean de Luz, May 25,1939
Cear Mr President:=-

I have just told Bullitt that I will accept the
mission to Chili .I am convinced that our most vital interests are in
South America and I appreciate the opportgynity to serve in that region

During my six years in Spain I have had but one months home
leave. I was entitled to two months each year,but conditfons in Spain
never were such as to Ji}iry me,in my judgement,in leaving at the time

I would ordinarily have availed myself of leave. During the war I was
not away from my post but three timnn,and then for two days each time
unlyiand on two of these occasions I went to Paris to see the Minister
of Poreign Affairs of Spain at his request. For more than a year end
& half during the war we were all in the office every Sunday until I
oclock and on every legal holliday. For this reason I hope to get two
months this summer. My plans ,which I hope are satisfactory ,are these:
I shall be able to arrange about getting my things out and packed
by next Wednesday and I plan to go to Paris on Wednesday or Thursday.

There are a number of things I want to do there and my family will

want to do some shopping. I plan to sall for home on the Manhattan on

the I5th.

At home I have to attend to numerous things that have been neglected
and I hope to get as much as five weeks of solid rest and change . If
ebsolutely necessary I can sail for Chili the first of August but I
hope I may have until the middle of August to sail. I would like your

reaction to these plamns.



There is one other matter in which I may have to ask your

support. I am very anxious to take mm with me my saerntar;r’ Garrison
Eiddlal‘n‘hn is most valuable iy gathering information other than that
whieh comes through the Embassy secretaries whose associatiogs are
largely confined to the diplomatic corps--which I have found singuler-
ly poorly informed here in Spain. He is now slated as & junior clerk
end gets 396 a month.During the war he was invaluable in all our
evacuation work on the northern coast and in the early days of the
war he personally evacuated some American women at his grave peril.
He has used his car in trips to San Sebastian on officiel business

times without number and without cost to the Government. It was he
brought out the insane women at the request of Eddie Flynn and Sam
Foley. He understands the Spenish and gets along with them perfectly.
He hes a private income,is a graduate of Princeton,but he is not
rich in the generally accepted sense. He has a wife .

There are four clerks in Sentiago.l want Garrison assigned there at
a salary of not less than $2000 a year.He ought to have $2,500.
Ipwill then meke him my secretary and he can do coding ,decoding,
trenslating,etc.in esddition to special work I may wish to assign him.

I feel very strongly on the subject .He worked as my seoretary for

e year without any salary at all.

Won't you please personally mention this matter to Welles or Hull---

I presume Welles is the man--and have it arranged?

My predietions ebout the Telephone Company and the new regime have
come true. I shall be much surprised if we do not have serious troublf
there. luch depends on which element behind Frenco dominates end I

still think that domination will ultimately be determined in & con-

test, The Germans heve enormous influence. More than 5000 merched in
the perede which my daughter witnessed. The Italians with their us-

ual errogence lead the procession and it took almost an hour and &



.half for them to pass. Evidently there were more than Io,000 unless
the sprinting capacity of the legions of Caesar has diminished since
the famous flight of Guada jara. I am sure there are many more and
that thousands will stay and€ pose as road workers.
Have just read your speech to the retailers with keen interest. To
"appease "Big Business is &s hard a job as Chamberlain has found in
appeasing the dietators. I think a stiff stand is best .
I need not assure you of my appreciation of the prnff;r of
Canada and Chili. There were several reasons why I could not acecept the
first.
With warm personal regards,

Sincerely,

CCmnnde %0y

Honorable Franklin D.Roosevelt
The White House .



Sefior Don Juan Francisco de Cdrdenas 1s a career

diplomat, having entered the Spanish diplomatic service

in 1904. ©OSince then he has served in Lisbon, Montevideo,
Habana, Mexico City, Bucharest, Tokyo, and in Washington
as First Secretary in 1915 and again in 1917; as Minister
Resident and Counselor of Embassy in 1920; and finally

as Ambassador from March 1932 to June 1934. Upon leaving
Washing ton he served as Ambassador at Paris until after
the outbreak of the conflict in Spain in 1936. There-
after he returned to this country where he has been acting
as the agent of General Franco, residing in New York.

His wife, who is with him in Washington, is the
sister of Mr. F. C. Nano, formerly Counselor of the
Fumanian Legation in Washington.

Sefior de Udrdenas speaks English.

May 29, 1939.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGQTON

June 10, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

In accordance with the requeet contained in your
memorandum of June 7, I am transmitting herewlth a
suggested letter for you to send to Ambasssdor Bowers
in reply to his letter to you of May 25,

Before drafting the suggested reply for you to
send to Mr. Bowers, I consulted Howland Shaw with re-
gard to the request made of you by Mr. Bowers that
hle "gecretary", Garrison Biddle, be transferred to
Santiagn.

For your information I am enclosing a copy of
the memorandum Mr., Shaw sent me in response to my re-
quest for a statement of the facts with regard to
Garrlison BElddle and with regard to the desirablility of
acceding to Mr. Bowers! request. From the statements
contained in thles memorandum 1t would seem to me that

there would be no justification for the transfer of

The President,
The White House.
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Garrison Biddle to Santiago nor, in fact, for his re-
tentlon in the service of the Government as a clerk,

If our appropriations provided for the assignment

of private secretaries to ambagsadors, it would seem
to me entirely sulitable that the transfer which

Mr. Bowers desires be carried out. 8ince, however,

we have no appropriations for that purpose and eince
Mr. Blddle is neither a stenographer nor a typist and
ls qualified as being "practically useless for routine
clerical work", I cannot see that there 1e any justifi-
cation for putting the Government to the expense in-
volved merely because Mr. Bowers likes Mr, Biddle, nor
would there seem to be any Justification for continuing
him on the Government payroll as a clerk when he cannot
do clerical work.

Ae you will see, in the suggested letter for you
to send to Mr., Bowers it 1s merely stated that you have
referred his request to the Department of State, which
will be glad to take the matter up with him upon his re-
turn to Washington.

Belleve me
al

ully yours,
g



COPY

MEMORANDUM

June 8, 1939

Mr. Welles:

Mr, Biddle Garrison originally went to Madrid as
the private secretary of Ambassador Bowers, Because
of Mr, Bowers' insistence, Garrison was apnolnted a
clerk at $1200 on September 30, 1935, although the Em-
bassy was considered to be adequately staffed and it
was felt that Garrison continued to be occupled chief-
ly with the Ambassador's private affairs. He took the
written examination for the Foreign Service in 1936 and
made 54%,

From information supplied by Mr, Wendelin, there ap=-
pears to be no doubt that up until the outbresk of the
Spanisgh War Mr. Garrison occupied himself exclusively with
duties of a private secretarial nature. During the Spanish
War he rendered some useful services such a8 contact work,
carrying messages and helping evacuate a few people, How=-
ever, reporte from Wendelin, Consul Chapman, who was for a
considerable time at 8t. Jean de Luz, and Thurston, in-
dicate that Mr, Garrison is practically useless for routine
clerical work - that he has never made a pretense of doing
such work even when it was obvious that he could lend real
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asslatance and was at the time not otherwise occupled,
He is neither a stenographer nor a typlst,

8hould he be sent to Santiago, he could only be con=-
eldered as going in the capacity of private secretary to
Mr. Bowers, and we have not been able to provide ambas-
sadors with private secretaries as the appropriations re-
queated for the purpose have never been passed by Congresas,
The office at S8antiago 18 sdequately staffed with clerks
and contacta of the nature mentioned by Mr. Bowers can be
taken care of by such officers as Flexer, Trueblood and
Lyon, ,

It should be added that 1t would cost something over
£1700 to move Mr, Garrison and his wife from 5t. Jean de
Luz to Bantlago., This would constitute a real burden on
our traneportation fund which 18 always exhgusted before
the end of the fiscal year with considerable resulting in-
convenience in the matter of moving personnel,

We are closing the office at St. Jean de Luz and had
planned transferring Mr, Garrison to the consulate now be-
ing opened at Madrid, where, because of hie knowledge of
Spain, there would be a possibility of making limited use
of hie rather restricted qualifications,

G.H.8,



JAY ALIEW
THOUGHT THIS MIGHT
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FROM: THE RICHMOND TIMES=-DISPATCH,
Riohmond, Virginia,
July 14, 1538,

WHY AID FRANCO FURTHER?

In view of all the aid the United States Govermment gave Franoo
theough the embarge om shipments of arms and ammunition to SBpain, it does not seem
excessive that our ExporteImport Bank should actually be advooating a virtusl gift of
300,000 bales of cotton to Fransa's Spanish Government,

hile it is argued that unless we will supply Franco, he will get
his cotton from India, the best authorities feel that we aren't going to be paid for
it, and that econsequently the deal will be of mo value to us, That is the view of the
Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau, Certain elements in the State Department are said
to favor the "sale", just as they violently opposed lifting the embargo, in order to
give the Spanish Loyalists a fighting chance against Hitler, Mussolini and the Moors,

Ty doew it soem unlikely that we'd ever be paid for the 300,800
bales of cotton? Because Franco has filed a slaim for silver obtained by us from the pro=
Franco govermment of Spain, end if he loses the suit, as he is believed surs to do, he P
will probably refuse to pay for the cotton, on the ground that we haven': peid him for
the silver, !

It does seem absurd for us to be practically making a gift of 300,000

bales of cotton to Frameo, whom Hitler and M¥ussolini are trying to penetrate Latin-America,
in desperate competition with us, What is the Administration trying to do, anyway?
Fromote the cause of International Fasoism?

v e T I B
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NEW YORK ENQUIRER, p
July 17, 1939,

By Weldon James
(nited Fress I‘hffr Correspondent)

I

BPAIN MAY AGAIN BECOME GOUD U, 8, COTTON CUSTOMER

WASHINGTON, July 18 = Jovernment sources indioate that prospects for
disposal of 300,000 bales of cotton to Spain have besn emhanced by the New York Federal
Court's dismissal of a sult of the Frano regime to recover §15,000,000 as demages for
United States as purchasers of silver from the Loyalists during the Spamish Civil War,

This suit, it wes learmed, has been ome of the cbatmcles delaying
eonclusion of negotiations between Spain and the United States for an agreement extending
eredit for the purchase of up %o 500,000 bales of “merican sotton, Seme offieials here
noted that the smount msked by the Franco Govermment in the silver suit, $15,000,000 was
approximetely the velue of ecotten imvolved in +the prospective agreement,

Pre-revolutionary Spain bought most of its cotten from the United States,
consuming betwesn 250,000 nnd 400,000 bales armually, That nation had excellent oredit
here, War-time Spain's consmumption of mmerican cottom was nil and only a few thousand
bales have been sold there sinoe the war ended,

The suit for recovery of demages claimed frem the U, S, Treasury pur-
ohase of Spanish loyalist silver was based on the contention that the silver belonged
40 the Bank of Spain and that the L yalist CGovernment had no right to sell it, The sult,
brought against the Superintendent of the New York Assay Offiece, wes dismissed by
Fedoral Judge Vincent Leibell,
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A PINK 28
U.S.S. HOUSTON
Frant 8tate Department , Washington, D.C.
To ¢ The President,

0023 WE HAVE BEEN (FFICIALLY ADVISED THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT
HAS DECIDED TV RECOGNIEE THE REGIIE OF GENERAL FRANCO AS TEE DE JURE
GOVERWMENT OF SPALY AND WILL DO S0 HOT IATER THA! TOMORROW. WE
UNDERSTAND THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT MAY BE EXFECTED TO ACCORD
SIMIIAR RECOGNIT ION WTI‘I:EEH. THE HWEXT FEW DAYS, THE NETEERLANDS
FOREIG MINISTER HAS JUST INFORMED. OUR MINISTER AT THE HAGUE
THAT THE NETHERLANDS GOVERKMENT HAS DECIDED TO HECOGN IZE FRANCO
AWD WILL PROBABLY MAFE PUELIC ANNOUNCEMENT THERECF TQICRROW,
SINCE TEE FIRST OF THIS YEAR IREIAND, SUITZERLAND, PERU A'D
URIGUAY EAVE EXTENDED DE JURE RECO® ITIGH TO FRANCO. FPRIOR TO
THAT TIME THE GOVERNMENT OF TWZLVE OTHEH COUNTRIES EAD 80
HECOGNIZED THE FRANCO REGIME, IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES IN GRDER
TO INSURE OUR HAVING COMPLETE FREEDOM OF ACTION TO MEET ANY
CONTINGENCIES IN OUR RELATIONS WITH SPAIN YOU MAY WISH ME TO SEWD
TELZGRAPHIC INSTRICTIOIS TO AMBASSADCR BOWERS TO PROCEED TO
WASHINGTON FOR (D NSULTATION. I SHALL EE GIAD TO HAVE ANY
INSTRUCTIONS YOU MAY WISH TO GIVE ME ON THIS MATTER. 1600

Distribution:

President Adm.leahy Rear Adm, ili1l,Alde Iliaval Alde Adm.Alde F1
leIntire(liC) Office

(
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July 28, 1939.6’1/
MEMORANDUM FOR

MRS. ROOSEVELT

TO READ AND RETURN

F. D. R.

RETURN TO THE PRESIDENT:
I HAVE BEEN. MANY THANKS FOR
SENDING IT.

E.R.

i,
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SRR SFFLC AL COM KURE A Fiosm T
THE BECRETARY OF §TATE
WABHINGTON, B &

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

July 19, 1938

My dear Mr. President:

In your memorandum of July 15 with regard to the
letter written under date of July 10 by Jay Allen you
asked for my comments with regard to the varioue points
touched upon in that letter.

There 18 no question at all that a great deal of
money is being spent by German agents in Mexieco, par-
tiocularly in the Mexican press but algo in Government
circles, in order to create anti-American sentiment.
There has already been, however, a very considerable
spontaneous reaction in Mexioco agalnst this kind of ac-
tivity, and I am not at this moment particularly con-
cerned by it. If, however, this Government were to en-
gage in some controversy with the Mexican Government,
German activities of this character would, I think, be
gravely disquieting. So long as we maintain the cordial
relationship with Mexico which now exists, this form of

The President,
The White House.
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German propaganda, while objectionable, would not seem
to be mctually dangerous.

Mr. Allen expresses the emphatioc belief that this
kind of German propaganda 18 being undertaken in oocopera-
tion with the Franoo Government and that agents of the
Franco Government are being utilized for this purpose., I
think 1t is true that certain Spaniards in Mexico and in
other Amerioan Republics are serving as agents of the
German Government. On the other hand, I think it is no
exaggeration to say that no Bpanish Government over a
period of many years has been as unpopular throughout
Latin America as is the present Spanish regime. This is
due in part to the events of the ocivil war but it 18 due
even more to the faot that the Franco Government has got
iteelf into a violent controversy with the Chilean Govern-
ment and with some other Bouth American governments over
the question of the treatment of politiecal refugees who
have taken refuge in the missions in Bpain of these South
American countries. The Chilean Government has very
recently eiroularized the entire ocontinent requesting
continental support of the stand taken by Chile in this
matter. As a result there have been hostile demonstra-
tions against Bpanish embassies and legations in many
capitals of the Bouth Ameriocan Republics and I believe
that the prestige of the present Spanish régime 1s at an
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all time low ebb throughout the sontinent.

In this connection Mr. Allen recommends that this
Government, as a government, should undertake the ex-
penditure of money in subsidizing forelgn newspapera.
This suggestion is so thoroughly at variance with the
traditional polioy of the United States, and so complete-
ly opposed to our national faith in the 1deal of a free
press, that 1t does not eeem to me that the suggestlon
that we embark upon a policy of this kind in peace-time
warrante consideration.

Mr. Allen likewise makes the suggestion that we
should, as a government, utilize the good offlces of
genior Negrin with the Mexican Government, particularly
with President Cardenas. While I think that Senor
Negrin's interest in good relations between Mexico and
the United States 1s helpful and desirable, it does
not seem to me that we should, as a goverrnment, request
him to undertake any specific miselon for us. Further-
more, as a matter of practical fact, the admiration which
General Cardenas personally has for you is such that any
message from you to him would have far greater effect
than the interposition of any third party, no matter who
that third party might be.

The third point made by Mr. Allen is set forth in
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hie very vigorously phrased oppoeltion teo the extension
of oredits to the present Government of Spain for the
purchase of ocotton in the United States.

You will remember that you have tilkuﬁ over this
proposed transaotion at some length with this Depart-
ment and likewise with Jesse Jonee and the Export-Import
Bank, It seems to me that there are two questions in-
volved, first, whether it is advantageous to this Gov-
ernment that such a transaction be consummated from the
commercial angle, and, second, from the political angle.

With regard to the commercial aspect of the ques-
tion, it would seem to me that in view of the surplus
cotton that we have in this country, which we are ex-
ceedingly anxious to dispose of in the world market, it
would be desirable to sell to Spaln such cotton as she
is willing to buy here, provided we have assurance that
the cotton would be utilized solely in Spain, and pro-
vided also that we obtain satisfactory assurance that
the money advanced for such purchase by the Export-Import
Bank will be reimbursed. The Spanish Government has given
us formal assurance that the cotton she desires to pur-
chase here will not be reexported, and will be utilized
in its entirety by Bpanish induetry. The assurances as
to relmbursement are a matter which only the Export-
Import Bank can determine. My understanding is that the



Export-Import Bank has expressed a willingness to grant
eredite for this purchase of ocotton, the total amount
thereof to be pald back within a period of two years.
With regard to the political aspeot of the proposed
transaction, I may remind yeu that prior to the ocutbreak
of the civil war in Spaln, Bpain offered a good market
for Ameriocan cotton and that that market was shut off
during the years of the eivil war. It would seem to me,
now that we have recognized the Franco Govermnment, we
should make every reasonable effort to reoapture the
M for our cotton exports. Under present

i

conditions 1t 1s doubtful whether we could recapture

this market unless some govermmental agenecy of the United
Btates assisted in the facilitation of the oredits neces-
sary.

Furthermore there is going on within Bpain today a
bitter rivalry between some of the faotions that were
supporting Franco at the oconclusion of the olvil war.

If the Falangist element in Bpain gets the upper hand,
the closest kind of relationship between the Spanish
Government and the Governments of Germany and Italy will
in all probability be brought about. If the Center Re-
publican elements, or the Carlist and Monarchist elements
become predominant, the Franco régime will presumably
swing more in the direction of a better understanding
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with England and with France, and in the direotion of
those normal relations with the rest of the world, in-
oluding ourselves, which they are even now advocating.

If, at this stage, therefore, we treat the Franco
Government as an outoast, and refuse to negotiate ocom-
mercial arrangements with that Government similar to
those which we are negotiating with many other govern-
ments in the world, it would seem to me that we would
strengthen the hands of the Falangist element, who are
at thie moment maintaining that there is no hope of
bettering Spain's eituation except through a watertight
agreement with the Axis powers.

In that connection I may remind you that the Export-
Import Bank has authorized cotton credits amounting to
four million dollars to Italy in addition to the smounts
outstanding on previous commitments. It would seem to
me highly illogieal for the Export-Import Bank to author-
ize oredits for this purpose to Italy, and yet be unwill-
ing to extend them in far lesser amount to Bpain.

The gist of the latter part of Mr. Allen's letter 1is
that this proposed credit to Spain "is highly political
in 1ts implications", and he reverts once more to the old
theme that there are some hidden and devious Fasclst ac-

tivitles going on in the inner recesses of the Department

of Btate. B5o far as I am informed, this question of ecotton
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eredits to Spaln wae taken up originally by Epanish
agents, as a purely commercial transaetion, directly
with the Export-Import Bank. It was only later sub-
mitted to this Department for its opinion. To the best
of my knowledge the opinion of this Department has been
formed solely as a result of the considerations set forth

in thie letter.

Believe me
al thfully yours,

T Pyaky

Enolosure;
To Mrs. Roosevelt
from Jay Allen,
July 10, with
enclosure.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

July 12, 1939

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESILENT:
See Mrs. Roosevalt's note:

"FIR - FLEASE READ AND RETURN WITH
CONT. E.R,"
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‘l.'.‘runr lrse Roosevelt:

You were very kind to have our ocaravan in for
luneh on Saturdaye Negrin wms wery touched by your
hospitality and not o little comforted to find you so
avare of certain trends,

He wanted rather to talk to you about Mexico in
more detail but did not feel that he shoulds Later on
in the day he spoke to Mr, Morgenthap at length,

He wants more than anything else to see a better
understanding between the United States and Mexico and is
prepared to use his personal influence wherever possible
to bring this abouts He tells me that he telked at length
to Cardenns about this whem he first sew him at Hermosilla,
urging him to face the feot that his enemies, with Germany
and Italy behind them, would continue to profit as they
have profited, from the troubtle with use He was pleased
to note that two days later Castillo Najera, tha Mexiocan
Ambassador to Washington, was called to talk to Cardenas
and Beteta sent heree, He fully realizes how far the Mexiocen
Government is at fault in its relations with the United States,
but feels that the threat from our totalitarimn friends is
so imminent that heroic steps should be teken to settle out=
standing difficultiese

He told the Secretary of the Treasury that he
thought that most of the anti=imerican sentiment in Mexieco
was being stirred up by the Cermans and Italians, working
directly or through Franco Spanisrds end that the antie
Amaricsn press is for the most part subsidized by the Nagi=
Pascistse He is shocked,ns many of us have been in the
past,to see that our Govermment ls too pure to subsidize
papers in countries where subgidies are the things I wms
in Paris in 1928 when the French threw outr Herrlot ayar

the Amoricen debt settlement and at that time I wrote that

had we been willing to spend $100,000 on the French press "y
wo would have collected the debts. After all, the anti=-
ratification campaign in the press was paid for by others

and costy I am sure, less than §100,0004



I don't think I have to tell you that after all
that he hns done in Spain, Negrin commands Cordenss! deepest
respects There has been plenty of evidence of this in re=
cent weeks, .nd Negrin finds in Cordenas o most admirable
and dévoted and capable persen, though perhaps s little overw
generous and a little over-optimistic in some respacta.

I don't see why this Government shouldn't moke use
of Negrints zood offices with the Mexlcans if it were necessary
to get to Cardenns direotly, After all, vhat could be agcom- /
plished would be to Negrin's interest as well ns to the ine=
terest of demooratic Amerion and democratie Yexicos We have
B COmMON enemys

I ves shocked to learn Saturday that the Seorotaryts
efforts, ns reported in the press, to block the oredit to
Franeo, for the purchase of 300,000 bales of cotton, seem docmed
to failure,

Its proponents say that it is purely & commercial affair,
That view is,0f course, nonsense, Everyone kmows that Franco
will never pey and thet the oredit is highly politicel in its
implicationse If export subsidies for Sponish=American
countries are colitical (or politicormerdial) in purpose why d
is an export subsidy for Franco imocent of political ime
plications? /nd especially vhen, a8 I say, no am expects
him to be able to pay?

It is all wvery iromioal and not a little frightening,
We propose such fine ideas, We said we were going to embargo
agreasorsy that we did, in the case of Spein,wms to embargo
the mgresges .and maintain that embargo as part of the None
Interventlon set-up long afier the true character of Hon=Inter=
vention wmg-or should have been - apparent to averyones Ve
propose to subsidize exports to South .merice to help counter=
aot the politicommerciel penetration by the totalitarian states,
ind now the Export-Import Banks undertakes to subsidize exports
to Fronco through whom in South Americe the Cermans and the
Iteliens are doing their most effective penetratione (one
has only to look at the recent riots in Mexice City where
Franco Speniards did the dirty work, on ingpiration from the
Germang, Italien and Japansse consulates,)

It is frightening to see the good idens o inbo reverse
80 800N,

And please let me presums so far 4o say, as a foreim
correspondent who can look at his Covernment as he looks et
others, with & cerfain degree of detachment, that there is n ourious
Jekyll and Hyde quality to our administretion in foreign polioy



pt this momente AsDre Jekyll we propose some oIy fine and -
worimble idealss es Mre Hyde, that other half (?) of us = 1
swould not attempt to name individuals in the Department or
elseithere becouse in naming some I would be negzlecting others =
proceeds to undo 8ll thet Jeolyll hes donee And permit me to say
that I think that Hyde is ahead,

It wms & very great pleasure for me to meet you againe
T em continually delighted in following throuzh your column and
elsewhere your sane, determined and urbane champlonship of
the decenciess

My wife joins me in thanldng you for your hospitalitye

Smccrﬂ{rzy 5

M

Jeg-¥llen

P,5, Apropes of the totalitarian (for ‘Ihiﬂh\ read German

Ttalian and Franguist) influence on the Mexican
ess: in the illustrated journal H_uﬁof July let,

EEE, there is an article called " lomacia
Roja del Presidente Hoosevelt en EgpsTia' (The Red
Uiplomsey of Bresident Foosevelt in Spain) by Carlos
Pereyra, “exican historian long resident in Spain and
Fascist agent, There is an article on the power of the
Ttalian fleet now that it had new bases in the Mediterranean
and snother one objecting to the emtry of Spanish “epublican
refuges “exico,

P.F.5, 1p am enclosing s memorandum on & long conversation
with Mr Alfred Cope, ome of the two Quakers just back
\ from Spain, I really think that you would find much
| of interest in it although I grant that it is long.
|" Perhapls Mr Pickett would consent to bring Cope, who
lives up in Westchester somewhere, to see you, He is
& very fine, and even a very moving person, E thought
that, knowing Spain, my apprehenslons over & Franoo
viotory were fairly gomprehensive; from what Cope tells
me I oan see that I was quite unprepared for the full

horrors of it,
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r CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM ON RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL CONDITIONE IN BPAIN BY ALFRED H.
COPE, WHO WORKED WITH THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE (QUAKERS) IN BOTH
REFUBLICAN AND TASCIBT EFAIN FROM AUGUBT 1938 to MAY 16, 1939, THIS MEMORANDUN MAY
KOT BE REFRINTED, OR COPIED OR FURTHER DISTRIBUTED WITHOUT PREMIBSION IN WRITING
FROM MR. COFB.

Q. Can you comment on the religlous situation as you saw it during the Republican
regime and during the Franoo ocooupation?

A. All the ochurches were olosed during the war while Murcia was in Republiocan hands.
Bome had been damaged, some had not. I was given the opportunity to visit the
Murocia Cathedral during the Loyalist periocd. We had to get a pass, but this was
a reasonable request, for the huge building was filled with religious treasures
brought in from the ocountryside for safe keeping. Apparently there had been
trouble in the earlier days of the war because of irresponsible persons who took
advantage of the war to do looting. There were many sealed boxes filled with
priestly vestments and other church materials, many wooden images and statues of
Christ, the Madonna, and the saints. These were stored where the oathedral walls
were thiokest so that they would be safer in case of bombardment. I have reason
to know that several individuasls who had looted the churches were ocaught and pun-
ished by the Republican officials. After the Francoe cooupation many of these re-
ligious artioles were used in the Baster services. The local art institute alac
had many religious objects stored under loock and key and two police were kept on
guard at all times.

Q. TWhat about the priests?

A. The story often advanced about the priests is that they were systematioally mass-
» aored, but tﬁnt seems untrue; some aots of violenoe were no doubt the inescapable
horror of any olvil war, in which private individuals take arms against thelr
perscnal snemies until the rhnrganisin: government ocan maintaln order. It 1s true

that I never saw a priest save in oivilian garb during the Republican regime, but
within an hour after the news of the government ococllapee there were many priests in

the streets of Murcia. These had obviously been there all the time, and surely

the government knew of their presence. We lived om the third floor of a Murola
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house. Aoross the street lived an old man. We often saw him sitting on the roof
reading. When the change of government oame, he just put on his priest's olothing,
and went out into the streets. Those who 4id not engage in spying or espionage were
left alone, though reports wers frequently released telling of priests engaging in
sabotage. The government was apparently reluotant to ocountenance more open religious
worship owing to the famoct that Catholio authority was so wholly on the sids of the
rebels. I noted several newspaper reporte of Loyalist funerals, even of army offi-

olals, conducted according to COatholio rites.

There were alsc eome hair-raising stories about the nums. . .

I think they were largely exaggerated, although I do not know what happened in the
early days of the war. In the Provinoe of Huroia we aotually had nuns working for
us either in oivilian or in their regular uniforms. In Totana the Loyalist mayor
was placed in looal charge of a canteen under our superviesion and with our permission
asked the nuns to do the actual feeding whioch they did to the satisfaction of all.
Attitudes toward the church varled greatly with the looality. Some felt resentful
toward the church and cbjected to evidence of what they felt tc be Fasolst sympathies
on the part of the Church. I Imow that in Muroia a church that had been used as a

garage was oarefully swept out by the Hepubliomns before they fled toward the ocoast

trying to esoape.

What do you kmow about foreigners im Republican Spaint 3

I have seen some members of the International Brigade, but no Russians that I know
of. There were some Russian trucks whioh had been there from the early part of the
war. Franoo used them to haul his artillery in his viotory parade in Valenoia,
which I saw. These were some of the best truoks for hard conditions I have seen.
Of simple construotion, they had no speed, but stocd up well under punishment. Not
much good was done by most of the foreign ald of a military sort given to the

Loyalists. There was enough to give the opposition a basis for propaganda abroad,



Q.

A.

- ' -
but not enough to make much difference in the final outoome of events,

Did you see any foreigners after the Fasocists came in?

We saw a great many Italians when the Franco pecple came in. I was told later that
there wers about 75,000 Italians in the Alioante region. This came from trustworthy
sources; in faot from the new Fasolst mayor of Crevillente, quoting the Provinoial
Governor. I saw these Italians myself, and many were enoamped near our children's
hospital at Folop de la Marina. These troops oame in from the North and did not
apparently inolude any units marching in the viotory parades at Valenocia and Madrid,
Murcla Province was largely taken over by the Navarrese, but the stretch of ooast
in Alicante Provinoe and cutting the Valenoia road was completely in the hands of
the Italians, who Wwere not too well received by the population. There wers many
ungonfirmed rumors of trouble in Alicante. There is a persistent and probably un-
true rumor of 30,000 exsoutions there, the mctual truth I believe is that about
20,000 were in oconcentration oamps there, & part of those probably being Republicans
who were captured trying to escape by ses.

The Italians wers, it will be noted, looated strategloally for operationms im
the western Mediterranean, outting the French off from their African bases. The
cnly Germans I eaw were in Ban Bebastimn, though some were reported to have arrived
in Murcis and octher oenters before we left, apparently as administrative or police
advisors. The Germans kept disoreetly in the background, However (German and Ttalian
flags were displayed freely, envelopes were sold bearing these foreign flags on them
in ocoler, and one of our workers had the interesting experience of haggling with a
shopkeeper over the price of an gbus (a shell) bearing a orucifix with the body of
Christ, and further decorated with the Italian, German, Spanish, Falange and ocne

other unidentified emblem.

What idea did you get of the imperialist plans of the Spanish Fasolsts?

About ten days after the collapse of the Republican forces in Bouth Spain, the local -
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paper ocame out with the anncuncement, quoting the Italian press, and speoifically
Oayda, to the effect that Gibraltar, Tanglers, and Alglers would scon be returned
to the "imperial® and "liberated" Epain. The erratic Franco press later issued
denials of troop movements about Gibraltar, and Franoo was supposed to have lssued
a statement that he had no such intentions, or that he had been misunderstood. We
rather gathered at the time that the British and French had probably sent rqinr
foroements to Gibraltar. There was a great deal of broad political talk sbout
expansion, but it was diffioult to imow just where it was to be. There was some

hint of South America or Mexioo.

What do you know about Franco's executions of Republiocans?

I never personally saw anyone shot by the Fascists but there wers constant uncon-
firmed reports of arrests and killings. You can imagine the situation. Ome of our
workers would come in and say that so-and-so whom we knew had been jalled or shot.
Bome of our Spanish helpers wera thrown into jall or concentration camps. A few
days after the Fasolats gained control of Murcis the seoretary of the Provineisel
Governor reported to the Governor in my presence that all the jails were full, and
wanted to know what to do about it. (This I was not supposed to have heard.) The
newspapers were full of accounts of the arrests of people desoribed as 'assassins!'
and 'murderers', and while there would be quite full acoounts of the charges,
there was little about the sentemces.

The nurse in oharge of our Murcia hospitel reported having heard shots nightly
for almost two weeks, apparently ooming from the local jail. 1 omoe slept in our
oars near the hospital which was about three blocks from the Jail and was awakened
on the night we took this precaution by shots which ooourred between twelve and two
in the morning. This should not of course be considered as oonolusive evidenoce,
but gne is compelled to control his imagination quite & bit, if rather obvious oom-

olusicns are not to be drawn, During the daytime weo saw often during & period of



three weeks squads of fifteen men oiroulating in the streets, regular soldiers with
guns on their backs, whose job it apparently was to surround and capture wanted
people from specific houses. I personally saw one instance of this, though they
apparently failed to find whomever they went after. Hearsay of other individuals
told of many who were oaught or who committed euicide rather than be found alive.

We wers constantly getting reports such as "Twenty-three were killed in Valde-
penas" or "All the ablebodied mem of - - - - - were put in & ooncentration oamp."
After the first day or so of victory, there seemed to be fewer people in the streets
than formerly; this could be attributed however to the egress of refugees, who at-
tempted to return home. Atrocity etorles are however easy to manufacture and hard
to stop. It 1s falr to draw the conolusion that a lot of executlons and jailings
took place, but not to make too broad statements, even though we are ourselves oon-
vinced of the truth of suoch things.

Many, of course, were fined for mimor infractions such as refusing to salute,
or to. take down the posters of the former regime from the houses. The Republicans
themselves, it should be noted, had, when in power, lseued & statement to the effeot
that no one who did not want posters displayed on the walls of his house need fear
if he took them down. There were many reports of arrests of those who, owing to the
ghortage of food, refused to buy and sell at the Franco prioes. An interesting re-
port from the Franoo press was that of the Catalan who was fined the sum of 10,000
pesetas for writing a letter in the Catelan language, and using the word "golleo-

tivige"®. Such inoidents as this were quite splce to the day's news.

What do you think of the future of religious freedom in Bpain?

A man who worked for us had two daughters nursing in the hospital, They were Fro-
testants and the oircumstances of their dismissal seemed to imply that the discharge
bad been effsoted for that reason. I felt that Catholio intolerance was certainly

in the ascendency in Franoco Spain. The Governor's seal was reputedly an adaptaticn



of that used by Torquemads., Stamps bear the pleture of 'Isabela la Catolica'. 1If
Bpaniards wish to be Catholics, that is thelr own business of course, but it is my
understanding that membership in the Falange party - & prerequisite for getting
work - i# oonfined to those whoe oan prove their Catholiclsm. This I hops is & tem-
porary condition. The situation will be probably what it wae before the Republie,
when all Protestants and frees thinkers had rough going. Propaganda posters mass
Jews, commnists, masons and those who believe in clase distinctions as those who
are to be swept out of the incoming regime.

Two Bwiss Protestant missionaries who have been in Bpain since 1931 admin-
istered a canteen in Archena for the Quakers, feeding from 800 to 1500 children -
and without either politiecal or religious propaganda. When Franco came in the
looal Falange brought pressure and took their food, administering it badly, to the
distress of the villagers. Thereafter for a time the ocouple were perseocuted by oon-
stant searches of their house, six times in four days, the exouse being that they
wore hiding mumnitions and machine guns. When they tried to get a galvoconducto to
Murola to see us about what to do, they were told by the looal military head that
they might have the safe oconduct tc leave town, but not to ocome back. The police
also called asking why they had mot left. A later report, I am glad to state, says
that this persecution had stopped, at least for the time being. The oouple wanted

to leave the country, but have stayed and outlived the persecution inspired by the

loocal priest.

What about Franoo's concentration ocampa?

Concentration camps were set up supplementing the jails all cver former Republican
territory as Franoo took over. One of cur trusted employees, and epparently a Franoo
sympathizer, was put, probably by mistake, in the Ciudad Real ocamp but released after
nineteen days. He reported about twenty thousand in the bull ring with him without
ghelter and with but little food and water. He was badly sunburned, covered with

vermin, and had lost about twenty pounds when he returnmed to us. These concentration



campe are in the available bull rings, but they also use barbed wire enolosures,
open to the air, with machine gun guards posted at the cormers. Bome hold as many
as 20,000 prisoners, others especlally those of barbed wire, are smaller. Batween
Murola and Valenoia there are seven concentration camps. We saw the barbed wire
snoampment near Viver, between Teruel and Bagunto, in more detail because it was
beside the road and open. Bometimes there were groups walting outside probably the
families of the incarcersted. In one instance, at Ciudad Real, the inmatss were
told that they could write a letter to a member of their family if he was a good
Fasolet. The written letters were left untaken to the post offioce for four or five

days, then burned before the eyes of the writers.

How is the food situation now in Bpain?

It is very bad, not only from laock of food but from disorganization. This year's
barvest and the cessation of war may improve matters. Even at the best hotels
there 1s little to eat. In Baragossa, we asked to be taken to the best hotel,
where, however, we got only some watery soup and fish balls. They did have ice
oream whioh seemed unusual.

Food under the new regime has gone far above the legal prioces. Bugar legally
is supposed to sell for sbout ten cents a pound, but is sold speoulatively for fifty
to seventy cents. Olive oil, the Bpanish substitute for lard and butter, presents a
like problem, The Franoo peopls found smpty warshouses when they ocame into Republi-
oan territory. They reported a smattering of a few tons of flour in the town of
Murcia which had almest 100,000 living in it for a time ocounting the refugees.
Civilians had practically no bread for three weeks, and the army had very littls.

We believed throughout the war that food conditicns were bad on the Natiomalist
side, but not of course as bad as with the Republicans. Our workers on Franco's side
reported need, but said that it was diffioult to mest it because it would be offi-

olally denied, as the polioy of totalitarianism is to admit no weaknesses. It would



be diffioult to prove that the Natiomalists speocifically withheld food from non-
oogperating towns during the war, though I have had one report to the effeot that the
distribution was being made between towns on the basis of contributions to Franco's
oause, rather than in u&ord.mu with need. An investigation should be mads as to
what quantity, if any, of wheat was sold to Germany during the war in order to
obtain oredit. Our whole experience with the food problem is dealt with more fully

in a report of relief operations.

What other repressive measures do you Imow of?
A footnote should be added about those who were in jall during the Republiocan regime.
There were many politiocal prisoners and probably the Loyalists made quite a number
of mistakes also. They, as I cbeerved, had many in jail, but they to my kmowledge
used only the ordinary prison systems, not bull rings and the 1ike. It is eignifi-
cant that there was even in the first outbreak of the Nationalist press, very little
oritiolsm of the treatment afforded in Republican jails. Certainly those in Jail
must have had as good food as the others, though none had very much. In comparing
the two sides in highly politiocal matters, it is better to understand that you oannot
oall one side wrong entirely or right entirely. It is & guestion of ocomparison only.

The fishermen on the Mediterranean msed to go out at night, using lights to fish
by. They reported with the change that they were forbiddem to go out at night for
fear that they would try to escape to Africa. This, the fishermen reported, made
the food problem of their villages still very aocute, and Mr. Emmet Gulley who fol-
lowed me out of Epain a month later reports great suffering in some of the fishing
towns of southeast Epain. Hven in the daytime, the fishermen told me, only small
amounts of gasoline were issued. This, it is well to point out, might have been true
under the Republican regime also, either for shortage or for political reasons,
though it was not brought to my attention.

There is political disunity today in Franoo Spain. We found that a pass from

the army or the Governor was of no good unless also approved by the Falange, and one




suspects that the rumors of strife betwesn the Catholic-oonservative-monsy party,
the Fasclet Falange, the Carlists, the Monarohists, and the Army may one day blos-
som inte an unpleasant situation. Franco is guarded; we had to get off the road an
hour before he travelled by, and his soldiers wers Placed every 100 meters. Before
his vliotory parade in Valenoia, the police made & house to house canvass warning
against "inoldents.® From Madrid came reports, reliable in scurce, of sniping
against Franoo soldiers at night, and of the distribution of anti-Franco bandbills.
While I bellieve his regime will fall one day, yet his oontrol of the military power
does not make such & change seem imminent.

The money situation is diffioult of course. Bome of the old government money
was honored by Franco, some was not. This brought poverty to some pecple, fortunate
wealth to others. People are also succumbing to a campalgn persuading them to turn
over to the Nationalists various valuables to be used as a metallic basis for the
ourrency. Metal in oiroulation is forbidden, it must be turned in. BSmall denomina-
tlion bills are printed in Italy, by a Milan firm; inoidentally, and laughably enough,
it is rumored to be Jewish. Higher denominations are Pprinted in Germany. The old
money was likewise printed abroad - in BEngland, ZIandlords who had been paid rent in
Republican money got, after Franco took over, an enforoed payment of an equivalent
amount from those who had cooupied their property during the war. During the war we
rented a warehouse from a man who was in a Republioan prison and pald the reat to
his agent. When Franco came in, or rather his group, we had to pay the landlord
again in Nationalist monsy. These regulations of course applied only to the cwnera
of property. The farm laborers and the 1ike got pald with the then worthless Re-
publican money on the first payday after the changs, and of ocourse received no rea-

titution for their savings lost.

What did you see of bombing during the war?
Hone in Murola, but much in the ports and some other towns. I bappened to be in

Barcelona for three days before its capture. During this period we counted thirty-
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six separate air bombardments, and there certainly were some that we missed.
Caldetas was bombed the morning Barcelona 1s supposed to have fallen, and the

bombe fell close to two French deatroyers anchored off shore and nearly struck Amer-
loans who were being evacuated. Commissions sent to Bpailn have testifled as to

the objectives of Franoco's bombings. I c¢an only add a warning to nations such as
France and Britain not to continue with such flimsy alr-raild precautions as are
seen by the casual London or Parls visitor. There is & liguid alr bomb which would
smash most of their shelters, its deadliness coming more from oconoussion than from
material explosion.

A day or so after the fall of Barceleona proper I was returning to South Spain
via a Britieh destroyer and we anchored off Caldetas and were able to watch the road
for a day. Refugees passed all morning until ncon; then eighteen planes oame over
and machine gunned the road, and, according to the ship's offlocers, threw out hand
grenades at the refugees. There was no opposition except the coccasional plestol or
rifle ehot of some who might happen to have arms. The planes finally left and I saw
no more people on the road. The bombing of Cuthbert Wigham during the evacuation of
Manresa Just before the fall of Barcelona had been recorded in the British press.
The truckload of children was machine gunned, but they all took to cover in time.

It was reported to us that the new regime was asking residents whose property
bhad been destroyed by bombing to make declaration that this had been done by irres-
ponsible elements of the former regime in moments of violence, rather than by Franoo
bombing planes. The Franco regime is now issulng a pamphlet listing bombing atroo-
itles allegedly carried out by the Republicans., It shows a red bomb, with a black

hammer and a scythe, falling on a defenseless oity,

What evidences wers there of anti-Semitism?
There are of course few Jews in Bpain, as they were expelled at the time of Columbus.
I notioced anti-Bemitio books in San Sebastlian bockshops. Henry Ford's "International

Jew" was one of the titles displayed. Books pralsing Italy and Germeny were there
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of course, and the posters, before mentioned, which attscked the Jews, were common.
Those Jews known to me expeoted their troubles to be in proportion to the amount of

German and Italian control over the country.

From further oonversations with Mr. Cope, the following facts emerge:

The Quakers wanted to preserve their records for historical reasons but the
Valenela records were burnmed because the Franco police had indicated that they
intended to examine them for evidence against Republioans.

Experiments in diet testing were carried out in Archens with the help of Bwise
Protestant missionaries and were considered important emough to have solentific
valus. Unfortunately, when the Franoo police ocame in, they searched the house six
times in four days on the pretext of hunting machine guns, so that the survival of
these records is uncertain.

On March 28, 183%, the Quakers were feeding some 100,000 ochildren, and were
anxious to ocontinue this work whatever the outoome of the war. To this end they
negotiated an agresment with the Franoco forces, safeguarding their property and
right to work in the territory. Bubsequent events caused them to feel that the
agresment was viclated.

In Madrid the Swiss workers had their cars oonfisoated but finally got them
back and then turned over their stooks of food to Franco's forces and left the
country, because, they sald, "they had more self-respeot than to stay and watch
what was going om."

When the Franoco foroes ocame l.nto Albacete, the two relief workers, David
Luscombe and Maria Boroyd, were given 24 hours to leave town or go to jail. The
fate of their supplies is not known. Polioce visited the home of Maria Boroyd
thirteen times trying to catoh her but falled.

The situation in Valenois was espeoially bad and the whole Quaker force was
threatened with imprisonment. Four or five boatloads of food in Valencia hl.r‘har were

geized by General Aranda's trocpe end were moved off in spite of protests made with
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the help of the American comnsul, Woodruff Wallner. Two weeks later, General Aranda
apologized and promlsed that the food would be returned, but a month and a half later
this had not been done. Thus, food donated for Spanish ohild aid by British house-
wives was eaten by the army and much of it was offered for sale in Valencia hotels,

In Alicante, more than 200 tons of milk powder was selzed and sold over Quaker
protests. An inecoming ship was selzed, apparently by the military governor, and
the Quakers do not lmow what happened to the food om it. A shipload of supplies at
Castellon was also seized and it 1s thought that supplies on the dock at Almeris wers
also taken by Franco's men.

The Quakers found great inefficiency among the Auxille Boeciml workera. In
Almeria, the work was to be turned over to an eighteen year old girl whose previcus
experience had oonsisted of mixing milk in a canteen. There was great discrganiza-
tion, conflioting orders and petty thievery in the Auxillc Sooiml organization. It
is doubtful, despite all the propagands published sbroad, that the Auxille Boeial
brought any large amount of food into congquered towns, but rather that they depended
on enforoed sales and even oconfiscation.

The Quakers were forced to give up their children's hospital at Muroia on orders
of the Auxillo Bocial and move their sick children out into much worse gquarters onm
the pretext that the hospital was needed immediately for a clearing house for refuges
children. Three weeks later not a single child had yet been admitted into the hospi-
tal. The clinie run in connection with the Murcia canteen was staffed with inexperi-
enoed people and thieving by the Franoo people became sg notorious that the Quakers
hed to refuse further canteen supplies. Employees of the Quakers were approached on
the subjeot of buying supplies stolen by Franoo smployees from the canteens.

The gemeral feeling among the Quaker workers in Bpain seems to be that the
agreement signed by Franco's representatives had been repeatedly violated and that
while the Franco pecple would like to get hold of the Quaker supplies, they do not
want the Quakers.
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