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April 28, 1939 

My dear Mr. President: 

I am enclosing herewith a personal 

t el egr am addressed to you by Leland Harrison , 

which waa received this morning by the Depart-

ment. 

Believe me 

Enclosure : 
From Bern, t;o • 41, 
Apri l 28, 1939, ll a.m. 

The President, 

The White House. 
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Secretary of Stat e, 

'laahington , 

41 , April 28, 11 a , m, 

PERnONAL ~OR TFE PRESIOF~~ . 

'ly dt'lr ~r . PrEsi dEnt , 

GRAY 

Bern 

Dnt~1 Apri l 28, 1939 

P.ec 1d 7 : 40a . m. 

"hen I hEard yester day aftErnoon ft·om SUll'ner that 

thE telegram I sent hlm aftlr my conver sati on wi th him 

"icdnts<.lay had somEhow been sEnt direct to you and since 

standing alonE that tEl egram seemed so ungracious and 

i nadequate , I endeavored to telephone to you last 

evening , 'ihcn I was told I could not spcal< to you and 

was referrEd to Sumner I was glad to learn from him tha t 

he had informed you of our conversation of 1 /cdncsdny 

~nd in particular my deep regret that i t was impossible 

at such short notice to reach him i n time to be of usc 

in connection with the s peci al puroost e~plained by 

Sumner ond also my sincere ~or.viction thot my sudden 

departure would be m1s1nterpr£t£d at this timE of crisis 

when your messagEs had been eo enthusiasti cally welcomed 

and had at lnst pointed the way out or thl pr Es Ent i mpassE 

and 



, 

- 2- #41, April 28, 11 a ,m,, from BErn, 

and afforded somE hopt of peact to thE man in thE 

strEet . 

May I repeat how greatly I appreciated this 

additional mark of your confidence which I shall ncvtr 

forgEt nor can I adequat Ely Express my s i ncer e regrt t 

and my dEsir E al~ays to be or sErvi cE to you, 

REspectfully and very devotedly yours , LEland 

Harrison. 

HARRISON 

RR 
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Mr. JArl Bruggmapp . newlv appointed Minister 
of Switzerland to thg Qnited St ates 

Kr. Bruggmann was born in 1889; in 1917 he 

entered the Swiss Diplomatic Service, and after serving 

in the Political Department was appointed Secretary of 

Legation at Petrogr ad. He was transferred t o Washington 

in 1920, to Brussels in 1923, and subsequently to Paris , 

In July 1927 he was appointed Counselor of the Lega tion 

in Prague, subsequently serving as Charg~ d'Affaires 

ad interim, and in December 1935 as Minister Resident. 

He was made Minister to Czechoslovakia in 1937 . 

Mrs . Bruggmann is a sister of Secretary of Agri­

culture Wallace . She and their two young sons acoom-

panied the Kioister to Yiashington. 

Kr, Bruggmann speaks English. 



, 
I 

/ 
THE UNDER S ECRfTARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 1 , 1941 . 

~y dear ~r . Presi dent : 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a despatch from 

Leland Harrison •nrit t en at Bern on November 6. 

I believe you will find it inter esting . Although 

the information i s not of outstandi ng i mpor tance, the 

despatch gives , I think, a clear indication of certain 

trends in Europe which are worth fol lowing. 

Believe me 

F 

Enclosure 

The President , 

The White House . 
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LEGATIOh 011 THE 
UNITED STAT::S OP Ald!::.ICA 

Bern , November 6 , 1941 . 

l!o . 1928 

Subject : Report of Initiatives for Peace . 

-Ganf~•n~ for the Secretary and the Under Secretary . 

The Honorable 

Sir : 

The Secretary of State, 
~~·ash1tl[ton . 

As of possible interest, I have the honor to submit 
the following repor t of in!Orr:ultion which has been fur ­
nished in strict confidence by a member of the press 
section of the French ~bassy here and of a subsequent 
conversation with my French colleague , Count ~obert 
Rcnom DE LA BAUKE. 

About the be~innine; of last month , Federal Council­
lor PILET-GOLAZ told Ambassador de la Bauze that he 
(Pilet- Golo.z) had been informed by a prominent German 
industrialist, a friend of his , that the German opposi­
tion circle around General Deck was apprehensive lest 
German morale should not survive the winter, and that, 
with the collapoe of the home front , would come a col­
lapse of t he German army, attar which communism would 
flood ~uropo . The German opoosition circl e desired to 
know whether Pilet- Oolaz could ascertain whether the 
English, should Hitler & Co. be discarded, would talk 
peace, so as to avoid tnis very threaten1ne develo~ent . 

Pilet- Golaz told de la Baume that when he had approached 
my British col leapuo on the sub jec t , expressing gravn 
fears that communism was about to onrulf Europo , the 
latter had simpl y shrue£ed his shoulders and said, "Let 
the Ge~ana ef fectively dispose flrat of Hitler & Co. 
and then wo can visualize peace ti!ki.• Pilat- Golaz 
was much perturbed by Kelly's indifference and lnaieted 
that do la Baume request the assietance of P6ta1n - and, 
through him, President Roosevelt - in interestine the 
kn~liah in peace talka in order t o aave Europa from 
co=iam. 

On 
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On October 3 de ln Baume telegraphed the whole story 

to the Forei£11 Office at Vichy. About a wcel· later forl:ler 

Foderal Councillor }'us:y 1nv1 ted de la Eaw:~e to visit hle> 

at hie country place near Fribourg . De la Baume accepted 

Md, >?hila there, was to l d by J.!usy exactly the same story 

that he had heard fro~ Pilet- Golaz. He aenttoned this 

fact to l~us:y , who doesn 1 t like Pi let-Golaz and who des­

cribed him as a "parrot" of his , Lluay ' s lnforll!l. tion Md 

ideas . De la Baume telegraphed a report of this conver­

sati on also to Vichy. 

On October 14, t he r~enc~ Mi litary Attach, , Lieu­

tenant- Colonel Gabriel A. CHAUVIN went to Vichy, and 

de la Uaume, not having had any rbaction whatsoever 

from the Vichy Forei gn Offi ce, asked Chauvin to ascer­

tain , if possible , wheth~r thore had been any reaction 

to his tele£r&Jn of October 3 . Thro1J€h hia cll"te.ry 

fri ends Chauvin arranged an intervi ew w1tn Darlan when 

he was able to mention de la Baume ' a telegram . Darlan 

said that he had aeon the telegraJ:~s , but that Pilet­
Gol az was an unimportant polit ician and that ~usy was 

a discredited one and that he , Darlan, was not impressed. 

A fe" more words passed between the two 1:1en. Then, 
after a silence , Darlan rose and, pacinr the rooc, 

suddenly blurted out : "Do you know what is going to 

happen? I thlnk tha t I can safel y say - that is, I 

can tell you - that En~land is goin~ to drop the United 

States and Hussia and make paace with Germany on France ' s 

back ." A few more sentences alone th1 s line and the 
interview was over . 

On return to Bern , Chauvin reported his conversa­

tion with Darlan and also reported that even his "god­

father" , Genera Hunziger, had becol:le infected with 
11 attentisme11 which, he said, was gaining cround in 

l•'ranc o. It seemed as if Darlan was usinr; the threat of 

an "English- German peace at expense of France" as an 

argument to frighten his coa :atriota into a hurried 

peace with Germany . 

Subsequently, on or about October 18 , de la Saume 

attended a l uncheon at the H~anian Legation at which 

von BIBRA, Counselor of the German Legation, was aloo 

present . Attar luncheon and af t er much f lattery, von 

B1bra declared that he thought de la Baume must be 
aware what a great t hing it would be for Europe were 

Prance to take the l ead and, making its own fina l ar­
rangement with Germany in the !lew Order, urge the other, 

more 
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more recalcitrant, European nations to do likewise ; 
certainly tho prestige of Franco ~Vould carry these 
nations into camp and Franco would have a very impor­
tant position in the New Order. De la Baume replied 
that , although it would be tine, of course, were peace 
once again to be established in ~urope , he had no in­
structions whatsoever as to his attitude toward the ~ew 
Order, and that he , personally, could only hope that the 
position of Yrance 1n ourope would remain an 1t portant 
one, or words to that effect. De l a Baume then noticed 
that LAHOVARY, his host, was noting down eve1•y t hing 
that had been said. So he took pains to point out that 
he had spoken only as "ono l:.uropean to another " and that 
he had in no sense spoken for his Government, l'rom which 
he had had! as he had already declared, no instructions 
as to the 'New Order" Lahovary nodded t hat he , of 
course, understood. 

A few days later de la Bo.tme received a note fro:n 
Lahovary containing a copy of a telegram fro::a Ceneral 
Antonescu, asking Lahovary to transmit to de la l!aWlle 
an expression of his appreciation for his efforts to 
bring France and Cormany toeether and thus an early 
peace to Europe I De la Ba.t mo ~Vas furious and called 
upon Lahovai·y im:nediatoly in order to put in a waver 
of responsibility . The Ambassador then teleeraphed 
the whole atory to Vichy. 

Last week, in conversation with my ?rench colleaeue, 
I referred to the interview eranted on October 3rd by 
~arahal P~tain to a correspondent of the U. P. in •nich 
the L.rshal was reported to have expressed his r eadi­
ness t o join in any peace lnitiative on the part of t he 
President in Which be (the ~arahal) was convinced the 
Pope would be prepared to cpllaborate . The Ambassador 
stated that he had no infot"ttln tion regarding the in tor­
vi ew other t han what he had seen in the U. P. despatches 
carried by the Swiss press . Thereupon he immediately 
l aunched into an account of hie conversation wlth von 
Bibra and Lahovary substantially the same as that given 
above except for this important difference tnat he 
claimed tt.at he had advanced the idea that .r'rance should 
take the initiative merely aa a "try out" to see what 
von Bibra'a reaction would be . He said fUrther that he 
had not hesitated to point out to von Bibra that Cormany 
had eatran ed the occupied countries and had failed to 
"put over" their plan tor a llew Order; that for a united 
Europe , Germany had to ha.ve the assistance and good 

otficee 
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offices of France with tlle smal l er s t ates with whom she 
was still an important factor; and thllt France would have 
to be "well paid" for any such assistance on her part . 
Lahovary •1as , of course , del i gh ted with any suggestion 
which looked like a peace possibility . But von Bibra 
al so seemed impressed and had, so t he Ambassador claimed , 
said that he would report the suggestion to Berlin . I am 
incl ined to credit the Ambassador when he c l aims that 
the suggestion originat ed with him and not with von 
Bibra. However t h at may be , it was clear t ha t t he 
Ambassador has now made tho i dea his own, in fact yes­
terday , at a small luncheon, I heard him advance the same 
suggestion . 

During our conversation , the Ambassador r ave it as 
his opinion t hat once Hi tler had reached a determined 
J..ine in Hussia , he would offer peace on "generous" t erms , 
including t he caoplete res t aurationof Norway, Denmark, 
Holland , Bel gium, and !'ranee - Oet·many t o kee p her con­
ques ts in the East and to obtain the return of her 
colonies . He also told me in strictest confidence that 
he had been informed by our Chilean colleasue , ~r . Carlos 
~orla LYNCH, (pro- German ) , that a German peace proposal 
had already been passed on to the Bri t i sh . 

I shoul d add th~t the Ambassador a s he did yester­
day , expressed the fear tha t should the war go on, tlle 
suffer ing of the people of ~urope and especially of those 
in t ho occupied countries will become unbearab l e , that 
famine and pesti l ence wi l l be rampant whi l e Germany is 
being defeated, and f inally chaos . Such argwnents VI ill 
undoubtedl y make their impression . BUt I believe that 
t he gr &at majority of the Swiss look further and realize 
fully what t he future v11ll ho l d 1 f Germany is permitted 
undisputed mastery of t he continent of Europe . 

In t h is connec t ion , I am informed t ha t t he Swiss 
General Staff is app rehensive of German pr essure fo r 
permi ssion t o pass troops through Switzerland to Ital y 
once the situation i n Russia i s stabilized. The view, 
however, was expressed in no uncertain terms that should 
lf.r . Pilet- Ool az be tllen prepared to give in, General 
Guisan would be definitely and unal t erabl y opposed. It 
'''as also pointed out and I believe cor rectly , tllat 
Genera l Guisan has and wil l continue to have the confi­
dence and support of the peopl e as well as t he unque s ­
tioned loyalty of t ho Swiss Army . 

Res pectfully yours, 

LELAND HARRISON 
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