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February 5, 1943.

Dear Larry:-

Many thanks for that aiece birthday
telegram.

Do write me your impressions of the
famous Adana meeting. IiL sbonded excellent.

¥y besi wishes to you,

As ever yours,

Homorable Laurence A. Steinhardt,
American Embassy,

Ankarg,

Turkey.
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February 15, 1943.

Dear Larry:-

I am perfectly delighted to have those
stamps and they will fill in a great many places
in my Turkish book. I thimk it is of interest to
note that nearly all of my Turkish stamps were
sent to me before the first World War by your
predecessor, "Uncle" Henry Morgenthau, and with
your help my collection is greatly improved.

That set with old Carrie Chapman Catt's
pleture is grand. She is a grand old girl and
I am glad she managed to get her face om & stamp.

By the way, I wish you would write to
me confidentially how Ceorge Earle is getting
on "in your midst®.

My best wishes to yow,

Always sincerely,

Honorable Laurence A. Steinhardt,
American Embassy,

Ankara,

Turkey.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

aniara, January 20, 1943,

The Fresident,
The White House,
Washington.

Dear Chief:

I have finally located what I am given to
understand is a complete set (uncancelled) of
the stamps issued by the Turkish Government to
commemorate the Twelfth International Congress
of Suffragettes held in Istanbul in 1935, In
any event, the set contains the only Turkish
stamp on which the portrait of Carrie Chapman
Catt appears.

I also enclose a miscellaneous collection of
exclusively Turkish stamps. You probably already
have most of them but I am hoping that you will
find a few among ‘them to add to your collection
and that you will take the time off to "swap" the
duplicates. '

I am on the lookout for any others that might
be useful to your collection. In this connection,
if there are any particular Turkish stamps that
you desire, please let me know so that I ean try
and locate them.

Affectionately yours,

Recrnse BE
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October 26, 1943,

My dear President Inomu:

Iul-d-nrrhnpwmhhluhr
Stelnhardt brought me the excellent phnhgn.ﬁ:
Lfﬂﬁmad—u—:nﬂruhmrim to

va .

Ihm—nhﬂ-imwnumm
mm!-mmi.hr!hnhmhﬁmld-
miration for you and all that ¥ou are doing,

mhuum-hn,tnum:m:
the same 1deals of enlightened s that {t
1-Hmthﬂn|hmldhrwrﬂrthm“
feelings toward thie great orisis through which
all of the peoples of the world are passing,

I hope, partieu that when this war
18 ended, there will be not only an mssurance of
peace for many generations to come, but that
uu-n;: will be m‘h ::d whereby smaller u-n.‘ll.um
no longer have concerned over
maintenance of their ete independence, 1In
:ﬂm,m“ﬁ money that has had to
spent on » Ereat and emall, instead
ﬂfmmlﬁrﬂdmmmm
arts, nldumtnmuulnmn



His Exoellency
Ismet Inomm

President of the Republic of Turkey
Ankara, Turkey,






Ankara, le 11 Septembre 1943

Monsieur le Président,

J?apprends que Monsieur 1’Ambassadeur
Steinhardt est sur le point de se rendre
aux Etats-Unis pour se mettre en contact
avec Votre Excellence et le Département
d’Etat.

Je profite de son voyage pour Vous
adresser ces gquelgues lignes.

Plein d?’admiration pour 1’oeuvre
grandiose que la Grande République Américaine
a pu réaliser en si peu de temps, le peuple

turc se sent uni & Elle par une communauté

Son Excellence il
Monsieur Franklin D.Roosevelt,

Président des Btats-Unis

d’Amérique.

Washington



d?idéal et par la compréhension facile
et nette de la conception juste et loysle
des choses du monde pratiquées par le
jeune et vaillant peuple d’outre-Atlantique.
Permettez-moi, Monsieur le Président,
de Vous dire qu’d mon tour je vois 1l’admirable
courage et la haute compétence avec lesquels
Vous dirigez les destindées de Votre pays
et que je suls particulidrement heureux de
rendre le plus déférent hommage aux efforts
que Vous ne cessez de déployer pour assurer
au monde une existence meilleure que celle
gu’il a eu & passer ces dernidres années
dans la misére et la terreur.
Je Vous prie de croire, Monsieur le
Président, aux assurances renouvelées de toute
mon amitié et & l’expression de mes sentiments

de profonde et sincére admiration.

S i 0



Son Excellence

Monsieur Franklin D. Roosevelt

Président des Etats-Unis
d’Amérique
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THE WHITE HOUSE !0‘ V4
WASHINGTON 1‘1 ;

10-5-43
MEMORANDUM FOR GRACE TULLY:

Ambassador Steinhardt left a framed
photograph and letter from President Inonu
of Turkey for the President at lunchtime
today.

The President told him he would send
an autographed, framed, pilcture -- and
also a letter -- back to the President of
Turkey, via Ambassador Steinhardt; and he'd
Sign the framed picture in much the sanme
Spirit as the Turkish president did; alsc
the President would write a letter himself
(which Ambassador Steinhardt sald the
President said would not Ec through the
State Dept.),

Ambass, Steinhardt is returning to
Turkey very soon -- Transport Comzuand tells
him when to go. Therefore he won't know
the actual date of his departure until a
day or so before, and as the President wants
Lo see him again before he goes back to
Turkey, Ambass,Steinhardt hopes we can
have this framed, autographed picture and
the letter all ready for him at the time
he comes in for the appointment.

J.Romagna

. .



Ankara, September 11, 1943

Mr. President,

ImlmthtMMth
Mhthmmmmtomdtﬂthfmm
and the Department of State,

I-tﬂmm#mwu“mm
few lines, '

Full of admiretion for the impressive achievements
mmmmmnam;uwhm
& short time, the Turkish people fesl united to it by a com-
mwumuwm;um;ﬂnlmm
of the just and fair conception of world affairs entertained
hrthmndmﬁtiumthm.

Pﬂﬂt-,h.ﬁﬂ“,hhﬂmhﬂp‘nﬂyld—
nnthwmmmmludﬂuﬂnhmm
directing the destinies of your country, and how happy I am
hnq“dnu-tﬂhhhthdlmihhhmm
unceasingly exarting in erder to ensure to the world a bet-
ter life than that which it has undergone as a result of its
affliction and the terror of these last years.

I beg you to accept, Mr. President, the renewed assur-
m#ﬂdqmm-dthwnfwhp
and sincere admiratiom,

(Signed) IsMET INONU
His Excellency

Mr, Pranklin D. Roosevelt,
mummmmum,

Washington,
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2350) Carbon of this memorandum, returned to the fecratary of State, a

ner the President'a notetion.

Publishe

Forelgn Relations of the United States
1944 Vo1, V The Near East
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDULM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The British Government informs us that it has
learned through an extremely secret source that the
Turkish authorities consider the United States to be
much less insistent upon Turkey's entering the war
then the British are and that Great Britain alone is
putting pressure on Turkey in this regard. The
British Embassy in Washington has requested the De-
partment to authorize Ambassador Steinhardt to "back
up any representations that the British Ambassador in
Ankara may make", in order to dispel the Turkish im-
pression.

Furthermore, the British Government intends to let
the Turks know that the present offer to the Turks to
enter the war is final and that if it is not accepted
.Great Eritain will be obliged to reconsider its whole
Turkish policy.

Am I correct in assuming that while you would not
wish us to authorize Ambassador Steinhardt to back up
any representations which the British Ambassador may

e, you would like him to make it clear to the Turks
that we as well as the British would welcome Turkey's

contribution to the common victory by active participa-

tion in the war?

d in

South Asia
Africa
The Far Eaet

CLs 7-/1-¢é

L lca—
=y

January 8, 1944
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THE WHITE DUBIW
WASHINGTON

January 10th, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR MISS GRACE TULLY

Dear Grace:

I am attaching copy
of a letter'l have just had from
Larry Steinhardt. Will you

please give it to the President?

H.L.H.

encl.
copy of Steinhardt
letter of Dec. 24, 1943

DECLASSIFIND
By Deputy Archivist of the 1.8,

By W. J. Stewart Date_FEB 22 1972

bt
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hnkara, December 24, 1943.

Dear Herry:

This is in the nature of &n interim report. As soon ss President
Inonu returned, fnksrs became a hotibed of ruwors ell the way from the
agsertion thut Turkey would enter the war within thirty deys to stote-
ments thot Inonu hed cetegorically asserted Turkey's intention to remsin
neutrol to the end irrespective of the conseguences.

This hos been very confusing to the Germsns who seen disposed to
aewalt developments but nevertheless have moved additlonal troops to
the Pulgarisn-Turkish frontler and are steadily inereasing the nuuber

of thelr agents in Turkey capeble of carrying on scbotape whenever instructed

to do so.

Since our return from Cairo, the Turkish press is showing sowewhst
more resistance to Turzey's entry into the war than we enticipcoted und
the opposition in parlismentery cirecles is still severe. On the other
hend, the pro-Ceraan Deputy Chief of Stuff hes been resoved and o strongly
pro=Ally Genersl (Orbay) has been appointed in his place. The british
tell we that this chonge has muterially speeded up ecooperztion between
the Turkish end Eritish steffs. The Turks proomptly provided four speelanl
trains to bring the first 250 British techunielsng in end ere being uost
cooperative ln connection with the completion of the sirflelds, the
construction of five new fields end bringing in an instelistion of Hadsr.
They sre slso secretly wobilising two additionzl classes (140,000 wen),
dolng so by haviug the pollce notify the individuals instead of by the
customery generel wmobilization. The reilroad administration hse quietly
begun the removel from the Istanbul asres of its reserve equipment and
supplies end Turkish ermy officers whose fauiiies reside in Istenbul
have been quletly told to remove thelr femiiies frow this eres. These
ere soue of the satisfectory indicetions. On the other hand, the Turkish
Generul Staff has been extremely difficult on the subject of the list
of muteriasl to be provided for the Turkish forces. When the list wos

L
finslly
The Honorsble
Herry Hopkins,
The vhite House, DECTASSTFTED
Weshington. Biate Dopi. [ erier, l-l};_'.l"}
sl .. FEB 23 W7
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finelly submitted it mmounted to 248,000 tons--of which 66,000 tons

is aviutlon gesoline. hdudtting thet 182,000 tons is not sn exs EEervted
quantity to prepare the country to enter the wer, the British tell ne
thet it is douwbtful this mmount cun be fut into the country—-ns the Turks
cledo—within 90 doys without sacrificing & good desl of the meterisl
wnich the British desire to bring iu for their own forces. The Eritish
told me yesterdsy thet they nre still hopeful of persunding the Turks to
mrce u reasoneble reduction in the tonnsge they nre now esking for ndding
in strict confidence that if the worst comes to the worst they have n
considerable amount of materisl elresdy in the country which they intend
to offer tc turn over to the Turks in orier to resch & coupromise with-
out overburdening the transportation systew snd thereby interfering witn

their omn supplies which ore coudng in stendily.

Without bothering you with too many details, the positicn ns I see
it two weeks after the Caire Conference is as follows;

1. The President is pernitiing, even encowrsging, the fullest dis-
cussion in perlisventary end newspuper clreles ts to whether Turkey should
or should not enter the wer. The press has sbandoned the line that Turkey
Will remein neutrel to the end mnd is slowly greparing public opinion
for Turikey's possible entry into the wnr. In view of the opposition that
8till exists in influentiel eireles, I think the Prosident is using
excelient streteg in prepuring publie opinion for in another few WBcks
it ecan no longer be said thut he pusied the country into the wur without
edequate discussion or werning. At the appropriste tise I sssuue the
press, which is 90% under the control of the Government, will take whot-
ever line the President decides Lo .

2« Wor moterizl for Britisgh use is coming in regulerly to the full
ceprelly of the truasportetion gysteu und some muterinl for the Turkish
srny is beglnuing to arrive. The uinister of Communications ie coopereting
to the fullest extent in granting priorities for this movement cnd in
meking the transportantion systen avallzble to the linit of its cepeelty.

3. The first 250 British technicluns heve arrived and Rader is
belng installed £t the poluts tgreed wpon., Work on the sirfields is
belng pushed as rapidly as the bod weather conditions peruit.

4s The debate continues between the Turkish snd British staffs es
to the cmount of muterinl the Turks should heve for their own use. The
Eritish hove mode econsideruble Progres: ln cutting down the Turkish iigt

siuece

D!Iﬂtmm
Btato stier,
s 20 9

By J. Schuiids Nute

amenTT
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since the Turkish Deputy Chlef of Staff hae been changed from n pro-
Gernan to ¢ pro-Ally Gepersl but are not yet sctisfied by any means with
the Turxish list and hope to cut it stili further.

5. There is genersl cgreement thot the prepuratory work cannct
possibly be completed by February l5th. Uuny of the experts doubt thut
it cen be completed by Mareh 15th but there is genercl agreument thot with
good will sll sround wnd the utmost efforts in & ruther buckward country
with extremely liwlted trensportution faciiities thet it cen be completed
by April lst. The time faetor will be uffected from now on nlucst ns
mich by weather conditions as by limited trunsportution fucilities. If
there is wiother heavy suow storm such as there wos four days ugo, end
if the wiuter is as severe as it was two yeurs &go, as aistinguished
frou tne wild winter lust year, st least thirty deye snd perhaps wore will
huve to be edded to the tlue scheduls.

6. Verious steps src belng tuken secretly by the Turxs indicsting
their intention to enter the wer. On the other hand they are being
extresely ecareful not to provoke thie Germans whose suspiclons sre being
given effect by & very lirge incresse in the puiber of their esplonnpe
pgents throughout Turiey. They wust have st lesst 2,000 in the cowntry
&t present snd can herdly be uneware of whet is going onm.

7« The mocst scute shortege ot the present tise ls trucks snd eny-
thing you ean do to see thet 1,000 trucks srrive here within 90 days
would be extresely helpiul. The Turks continue very eriticsl of our
follure to deliver these 1,000 trucks whicu were proulsed u yesr ago.

Sumzurdizing the present position, I see every evidence that the
Turks intend to enter the war--but not by Februery 15th. Hor do I belleve
they have eny intention of permitting british and Ameriesn plenes to
"fly in" on thot dute. They will support their objection st that time
by pointing to the small smount of wur materisl whiech will have srrived
by Februnry 15th. It is quite possible however thut about Februsry 15th
they will be willing to discuss & dete for thelr entry dependent on the
completion of the deliveries of wor muteriscl cnd the over-sll plun of
militury operstions. I doubt the British expect muci wore then the fore-
golig se they tell me confidentially that they do not expect to be resdy
themselves before Uoyeh 15th at the earliest,

I hed a tolk with Vinogradov yesterdsy in the course of which he
indicuted that the Russluns were not dissetisfied with the progress being
made here and thut they had no intentlon of being arbltrury sbout the

date
DRCT.ASSTITED
Btate Dagit. o, 1211
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i FEB i 1372
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dute of Turkey's entry into the war provided the date fixed colnecldes
With genersl over-sll aliied str: tegy. He suld he hod not vs yot recedved
any Instruetions concerning politiep: diccusaions with the Turks.

All in 8ll we have no right to be dissntisfled with the progreas
thot hes been mode during tie Pust two weeke, but on the other hend, we
must keep the pressure ou from dey to duy lest there be ¢ let-down whileh
might result in postponing the dote of Turiey's entry lnto the wor beyond
that which ta Allied Chiefs of Staff mey deslre,

Inonu end Huasn were enoruously lupressed by our President. Ever
slnee thelr retuwrn to jnkers tley heve broedesst thelr sdeiretion rnd
uffectlon for him. There is littie doubt in iy udnd thut the President's
influence with Inonu is so grest todey thot eny messege from hiu et &
eritiesl tiue would tip the scanle.

The ninutes of the various wevtings in Caire haove now bLeen completed,
As the drafts I hended you (the first tiree weetlugs only) Just before
Jour deperture from Cairc hed not been edited and nsy ecntoln sose errors,
I an enclosing herewith n coaplete aset of the mlnutes covering pll five
moetingd.

Mfectionnte greetings to Lou snd yourself,

(8) Luurence Steinhsrdt

Enclosure, ns steted,

Tt o, 13
Bats . Letter, 1-11-
By J. Schaubie J..--l.u_,,_E

L8 1972
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i obr 4, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR MHE PRESIDENT & 0@ U2¥¥

The British Ambassador has recelved a telegram from
the British Forelgn Secretary (copy attached) reporti
that the military conversations between the British an
the Turks at Ankara have reached a stalemate. The Turke
insist on receiving in full the arms and munitione originally
demanded before discussing treaty rights and even refuse
to accept the infilltration of technlcians agreed to by the
Turkish representatives at Cairo.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Feeling they have more to lose than gain, both
militarily and politically, by a present show-down, the
British propose to follow a middle course desligned to
bewlilder and worry the Turks, by:

1) withdrawing, without notice or explanation, the
head of the British military misslon in
Ankara;

2) suspending, without explanation, shipments of
military eupplies; and

3) instructing the British Ambassador at Ankara to
avolid contact with the members of the Turkish
Government, until further notlce.

The British request our cooperation to the extent
of instructing Ambassador Stelnhardt to "cool off" in
hie relations with the Turks for the time belng. I
belleve we should meet thie request and, if you agree,

shall take the necessary actlion.

Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11-72

FEB 22 1972

By J. Schauble Date



(COPY:0EA:SRW)

Text of a telegram from Mr. Eden dated January S0th, 1944,
VG

——— e

Further conversations between British Military Delega-
tlon and Turkish General Staff have shown that no progress
ie poesible on the basis of proposals contained in my
telegram of January 1l4th. It haes proved impossible to
move the Turkish General Staff from their alleged conviec-
tlon that Germany and Bulgaria can attack them by land with
26 divisione. They inslst that thelr original demands for
equipment can be reduced neither in quantity nor in guallty
and must be accepted tn toto before our treaty rights can
be dlscussed. Both the General Staff and the Turkish
Government contend in addition that further infiltration
cannot take place until thelr equloment needs have been met
in full. Thie last contention is definitely retrogresesive
8lne~ at Calro the Turks agreed that inflltration could take
place up to total of 2,000 men independently of negotiations
regarding supplles and military collaboration provided
Turklish General Staff agreed that the men were necessary.

We 8t1ll feel that we have more to lose both militarily
and polltically by show-down at the oresent time because the
Turks in our opinion are not likely to yleld to pressure.

An unsuccessful show-down would quickly become known to the
Germans and would improve thelr position materially in
southeast Europe whereas 1t would shatter our relations with
Turkey. On the other hand 1t would do us no good either now
or later to give in to Turkish demande and accept theilr com-
puleione. Such surrender would make the Turks far more
intractable 1f later we found it necessary to force the issue
ef Turkish belligerency.

As a mid-way solution therefore instructions have been
sent to head of British Military Delegation to return to
Calro at once without giving the Turkish Staff any reason
beyond that he has received instructione to do so. His
Majesty'e Ambassador will refrain until further notice
from all contact wherever poegelble with membere of the
Turkish Government leaving all current business to be
handled by hie staff. At the same time supplies of muni-
tione and military stores of all kinds will cease and no
explanatlon will be given to the Turks. Curtallment of
other supplies i1s under consideration. We hope thereby to
create a state of bewllderment and anxiety in Turkish
minds from which we can profit at a later stage.

DECLAZIIFIED

By Autherity of_mdg{',__,

«%N’f _M{?ﬁt ne) |4 -7
9{ ; FEB 22 1972
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March 11, 1944

MERORANIDM YOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

'?hlh-u!d-nthulllndth
Mhthrhthhﬂd-tof
hﬂw-ﬁ!-lﬁhcithrnhh
rwum—auﬂmmu
you suggest in your memorandum of
March first,

!hm:iﬂuntdn.m
Four suggestion that simmltaneously with
the dispateh of the letter slmilar tal-
agrems be sent to Mr. Churchill anpd
llﬂhl!‘hunllm;th-nn-ywn.-
Eest In your memorandum,

MI.I:T
Secretary to the Prestdent Yoih



March 10, 1944.

My dear Mr. President

I wish ouch that ou and I were not
_.nE.nwEHEF_.H--En NE.HNEF;E:
are In.u-u:nﬁrn?nnnﬂk-»nrwun
bout every day in the week,

At the present moment I want to
write you about thesubject of chrome.

ds you know the Russians the
capture of Enu_om have su - {

succeeded in denying an
ml-—wﬂ.roun source of @5e@ to the Germans,
s E-utﬁﬁulu IE.E,“MHI- the importance to
”H.& ME_ h __E._-n-l-om_-n nﬁhwﬁ;

magnanese,

You will rend
ifnﬁﬁ??ﬁﬂnﬁﬁ
mm-!.i- n

Soncera to.the"larioy Jasgus s matter



Very sincerely yours,

FRARKLIN D, ROOSEVELZ

liis Excellency
Ismet Inonu,
President of the Turkish Republie.
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’ DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

March 1, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT
SUBJECT: TURKISH CHROME

Enclosed 1s a draft of a letter to the President
of Turkey regarding the chrome situation such asg you
suggested to Mr, Riefler. It has been drafted in
colleboration with him. If you concur, I ghall be glad
to send 1t to Ambassador Steinherdt immediately.

I suggest thet simulteneously with the dispatch
of the letter, you magacara to send similar telegrams
to Mr, Churchill end Marshal Stalin slong the fol-
lowing line.

"Being impreseed by the importance of
Turkish chrome to Germany, I have today dispatched
by elr a personal letter to President Indndl on the
subject of chrome, to be delivered by Ambassador
Steinhardt in Ankara., I feel sure that you will
concur but if thle actlon rune counter to any
steps you are now teking or contemplating, pleasse
let me know so that I can halt its delivery. Text
of my letter follows: QUOTE--=ec——aee——. UNQUOTE.,
I am sending a similar telegram to Mershal Stalin
(Mr, Churchill)."”

I presume that Admiral Leahy will teke care of the
necessary clearance with the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

I would appreciate 1t if you would inform me if
you send these messages so that I may notify Ambassador
Steinhardt appropriately.

Enclosure:
Draft letter to
President of Turkish
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

My dear Mr, President:

By the capture of Nikopol the slans have
succeeded in denying an important sgfirce of
manganese to the Germans, This mu iplies the
lmportance to the German war ma e of Turkish
chrome ore, which in many uses a substitute
for manganese., The fact that rmany continues
to recelve larpge supplies of ghrome ore Trom Turkey
has now become a matter of t Fravest concern to
the United Nations. I feel mpelled to ask you in
the epirit of our conversafions in Cairo to teke
such stepes ss may be necefsary to deny the CGermans
further acceses to Turkil chrome ore, You will
know best how this can be done.

I am confident t you will recognize thie
opportunity for Turkby to make & unique contri-
bution to the welfafe of the world.

With a1l begf wishes, I am,

ery slncerely yours,

His Excellency
Igmet Indnd,
President of the Turkigh Republie,



My dear lMr. President:
By the espture of Nikipol the
succeeded in denying an important

gravest coneern to United Nations. I feel
impelled to ask in the spirit of our converse-

further access to Turkish chrome
11 kmow best how this can be done.

8 Excellensy,
Ismet Indnd,
President of the Turkish Republie,
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I am confident that you will recognize
opportunity for Turkey to make a unique tribution
to the welfare of the world,

With sll best wishes, I am,

Very einocerely y




Americen Esbassy, Ankers.

FRONS
701 Secretery of State, Yashimgton,
DATED:  March 18, 1944, noon.
RUNBER:

the past year and particulns rinoe le=
Mlﬂﬂm have been atrained, l;l‘rlulh colleague
i have repeatadly recomssnded thet urgent considera-
of ““::11-? betwasn
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s 1t 18 unlikely mtm“m'rﬁnhr
be inereased materially. The Germane are not in a

tion %o provide vessels, but they have furni
locomotivers and cars %o move the chrome rall.
m—: individuale informed my ¥ritish oo and me

t the destruction of these bridges, which for a long
time have been guarded by -l‘{ll fow sentries, would not
be Aifficult, and 1% wae on 8 informntion that our
recomnendation was made. “e belleve that the destruetion

i
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 20, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Harriman's 919 from Moscow
and your 597 of March 16th, giving
text of President's message in
regard to Turkish chrome. Could
I get this straightened out as
Churchill has asked me not to
send my proposed message to
Innonu? Did the latter go?

What shall I say to Churchill?

F. D. R.

addd
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 1, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY

What has happened to the
suggested bombing of the bridge
between Turkey and Bulgaria?

F. D. R.



ADORERS CFFRCIAL COMMUSICA THNE TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASFIMETOM, D 0.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 22, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Letter to the President of Turkey

On March 21 the Department telegraphed Ambassador
Steinhardt not to delivarhznur letter to President Indnu
until instruected telegrap cally to do so. Your letter
1s now in transit to Ankara by air pouch and this tele-
gram will hold the situation for the time being,

I suggest that before declding on a course of action
1t would be a good 1dea to have the views and recommenda-
tions of Ambassador Steinhardt and, ir you agree, I pro-
pose to send him the attached telegram,

You may be interested to know that Ambassador
Steinhardt and his British colle ague have been recommend-
ing for some time an alternative course of action designead
to stop about 85 percent of Turkish chrome ore deliveries
to the Germans., This involves the destruction of one op
both of the rallway bridges across the Maritza River which
divides the areas under Turkish and Bulgarian control,

The Department referred this matter to Admiral Leahy on
March 3 and on the strength of a new telegram from Ankara
is writing to him again, I have not been informed of what
if any, action 1is contemplated but I hope that his rug;:t
1s being given the attention it deserves. A break in

rall link between Turkey and the Axis by sabotage or bombe
ing would remove the necessity for an appeal to the better

nature of the Turks,

mﬁm
Btate Dope | stior, 1.11.72

By J. Schauble pate_FEB 22 1972

Enclosure:
Draf't telegram,




March 22, 1944

Subject: Letter to the President of Turkey

On karch 21 the Department telegraphed Ambagsador
Steinhardt not to deliver dour letter to rresident In8nu
until instructed telegraphically to do 80. Your letter
is now in transit to by air pouch ama this tele~
gram will hold the s8ituation for the time being,

I suggest that before deciding on a course of aetion
-4t would be a good idsa to have the views and recommenda-
tions of Ambessador Stelnhardt and, if you fgree, I pro-
Pose to send him the attached telegram,

You may be interested to know that Ambassador
Steinhardt and his British colleague have been recommend-
ing for some time ap alternative course of action duifnﬁ
%o stop about 85 percent of Turkish chrome ore deliveries
to the Germans, This involves the destruction of one or
both of the railway bridges aoross the Maritza River which
divides the areas under Turkish ana Bulgarian control, |
The Lepartment referred this matter to Admiral Leahy on
Mareh 3 and on the -tmoranntummm
is writing to him again. I heve not been informed of what ‘
if any, action ig contemplated but I hope that this pmJu{
18 being given the attention it deserves, 4 break in the |
rail link between Turkey and the Axis by sabotage or bomb- i
ing would remove the necessity for an appeal to the better

nature of the Turks, . |
(o

Englosure: 3
braft telegram, :

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept, Letter, 1.11.72

By J. Schauble DuioFEB 2 9 1972




ANIZBASSY
ANEARA (TUAKEY)

FOR THE AMBAGSAIOR
e Ohurobill has communicated to the Fresident for his
conslderation the following comments by lr. iden on the letter to

yresident InSau quoted in Department's 212, Nareh 16.
l. The British sye already atu the best means
mlidlﬂmnm“ veries to the

2. Decause of complications arising from existing
Turkish ts with Germany, the Eritish
doudt that at the present stoge a personal
appeal to Infnu would help.

Je Ouch an night, because of the present
sh and obstinate mood of the Turks,
have an opposite elffect to that desired,
be Until we have declided what we actually want
nhl‘:inﬂh-lmh-m

g, it 1is as a
that the ire t's letter

5« The greatest danger i{s that so friendly a

Flease telegraph your views and recommendetions.
For your information no comments on the letter have boem re=

eeived from lpsoow,
DECLAREI‘FTED

State Dept. Letter, 11172
RE:GLJ1G0 By J. Schauble Date FEB 22 1972

811,20 Defense (k) Turkey/948



PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: American Embassy, Ankara.

TO: Becretary of State, Washington.
DATED: March 18, 1944, noon,

NUMBER: 483.

During the past year and particularly since Anglo-
Turkish relations have been strained, my British colleague
and I have repeatedly recommended that urgent considera-
tion be given to the interruption of the railway between
Axis Europe and Turkey by destroying on the Bulgarian
side the bridges over the Maritza River, In the spring
of 1941 these bridges were destroyed. It was not until
the summer of 1942 that they were repaired., Of deliveries
of Turkish chrome to Germany during recent months, 85
per cent have moved by rall over these bridgee and only
15 per cent by water., Because of the acute shortage of
Turkish veesels, 1t 1s unlikely that the movement by water
could be increased materially. The Germans are not in a
position to provide vessele, but they have furnish&ﬁ
locomotives and cars to move the chrome by rail. om=
petent individuals informed my British cclleague and me
that the destruction of these bridgea, which for a long
time have been guarded by only a few gentries, would not
be difficult, and 1t was on this information that our
recommendaflon was made, We believe that the destruction
of elther or both of the bridges would not only interfere
serlously with the movement to Germany of Turkiesh chrome
but with the movement of all other Turkish strategic
materials,

Knowing the importance that FEA attaches to inter-
fering with Turkish chrome deliveries to Germany, my
British colleague and I are at a loss to understand why
cur recommendation has not bteen given serious considera-
tion,



April 10
At the President's direction, I tele-
phoned Mr. OGray to say the President does
not want to withdraw the letter -- and

sugrested they juet keep it in suspense,

G.3.7T,

L n..‘-i-d*_._-__
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON.
0 FOR T DENT
April 4, 1944
Subject: Letter to the President of Turkey.

My memorandum of March 22, 1944 suggested that the views of
Ambassador Steinhardt should be ascertained before deciding on the
action to be taken in connection with Mr, Churchill's request that
you withdraw your proposed letter regarding chrome to President Inonu,
Since that time the following developments have -3curred:

1. The Russian Ambassador in Ankara has informed Ambassador
Stelnhardt that the Russians do not object to your letter but they
do not think that 1t will be effective,

2. Lord Halifax hae ealled on me to clarify the British position:
the British believe that the letter should be held in reserve and
that in any case, its opening and close are so friendly that it
might be interpreted by the Turke as a weakening of our united front,

9, German negotlators have reached Turkey to arrange the renewal of
the Turkish German trade agreement expiring April 30,

4, In view of 3, the British Embassy has urged the Department to
agree to a strong Joint statement by our two Ambassadors which would
warn the Turks that further strateglc material shipments to the Axis
would lead to blockade measures similar to those applied to other
neutrals.

6. British Ambassador in Ankara has telegraphed Mr. Eden personally
urging the destruetion of the Maritza bridges, FEA and Admiral Leahy
are also working on this, but it would help enormously 1f you would
urge 1t with the military.

6. Ambassador Steinhardt has emphasized that the Turks are seeking
ways to retallate againet the British (and to some extent against
ourselves) for the stoprage of arme. This would indicate that the
8ituation hae gone beyond a "soft" approach.

7. Ambassador Harriman has polnted out that a decleion on the letter
should be communicated to Marshal Stalin as soon as possible.

The foregoing events appear to have altered the gltuation which
your letter was designed to meet, and a new solution taking them into
account willl have to be worked out with the British. The decks would
be cleared for this action if you will agree to suspend delivery of
your letter indefinitely and will authorize the Department to so inform
London, Ankara and Moscow in your behalf,

Another agreed method may be developed which will get the letter's
substance before President Inonu, (2 jx,_
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THE WHITE HOUSE
i WASHINGTON

May 9, 1944.
MEMORANDUY FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Aaron Rabinowitz called the othgr day
to say that the Governor of Istanbul érrived
in New York with five million dollars to
invest in New York City real estate. He
thought this was significant and that you

ought to know about it.

GGT
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DIVISION OF

COMMUNICATIONS
AND RECORDS

‘UEEB.E;&/E?W INCOMING

STATE TELEGR&M,;A}:}/

DaH-782 Ankara

This telegram must be

closely vrraphresed be= Dated June 15, 1544
fore belng sommunicoted

to anyone. (deewEr) Rec'd 10:58 p.m.

Secrotary of State,
Washington.

US URCENT

1081, June 15, 8 p.m., (SECTION CNE).

Mlbpemney TOT. THE PRESIDENT, SECRET.RY /ND UNDER
SECRET/RY

Te Fri=e Winisver sent for me at 5330 this afternoon
ond informsc ue ns follows. He sald for sometime pest
Turk fnryign policy ns conducted by Forelgn Minister hed
not met with approveal of the President cond o ma jority
of the' Cabinet and in consequence President hod todey
veoiosted and received Numan's resignation. He said
srincipal eriticism within the Government of Numan's .
policy hed been his failure to give due considerntion
to frct that Turkey was Britain's ally end thet he had
become inveolved in legel nicetics. He gnve as on exanple
of the difference betwcen Numan's cttitude and that of
cabinet the foet thnt he wns notifylng the British Am-
bassandor this afternoon that herenfter "no furthor -
suspect Germen vessels will be nllowed to pnss through

the Straitas".
NYCLASSIFIED

: Siato Dopt Loter, g 9 0 1079
Py J. Scheable Date__——







MENT INCOMING DIVISION OF

OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
DsH-801 Anknra
This telegrom must be
closely prrophrased bee= Dated June 15, 1944
fore being commuriicated

to enyone., [eeesa ) Rec'd 1:20 s.m., 1l6th

Sscrotary of State,
Woshington.

PRIORITY

1081, June 15, 8 p.m., (SECTION I%0).

In response to my inquiry as to whother his stntement
implied n willingness to enter the war Saracoglu replied
that there nlwnys hed beon r:_ml;r two conditions procedent
to Turkey's entry into the wer,

(One). That Great Britain be at war, which he seid
was already a fact and two thnt Turkey reccive adequnte
armament with which to conduct militnry operntions. He

nddcd, however, thnt he was under the impression thaot

Great Briteln did not (repest not) desire Turkey's entry

; into the wer at this time but wns seeking Turkey's whole-
hearted cooperrtion short of wer, which would be forth-
coming. In this connection I urged him to a1 seontinus
immediately the export to the Axis of nll of the strategle
moterials listed in our note of April 1l4. I peinted out
that while the proposed economic ngrecment went a certoin

distance in this direction Turkey would gain much more

DROTARSTPTRED
A e crodit

By J. Senwuoie Lawe__FEB 2 2 1972

— = rar o r————— - ——







- ENT DIVISION OF
OF / INCOMING COMMUNICATIONS
< STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

-
FMH-Bl6 Ankara
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- Dated June 15, 1944
fore being communicated
to anyone. (g Rec'd 2:40 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

US URGENT

1081, June 15, 8 p.m. (SECTION THREE)

Saracoglu sald this was a point to which he would
give his personal ettention.,

The Prime Minister then informed me that he
intended to send for the American British and
Russian newspaper correspondents at once and tc make
a stotement to them. He outlined at consliderable
length what he intended to tell the correspondents
which consisted primerily of generalities. I urged him
to discleose to the correspondents the actlon about to
be taken by the Turk Government in regard to closing
the Straits to suspect German vessels and to be more
specific with respect to Turkey's future cooperation
with the Allied.

At the close of our talk I inguired of Saracoglu
as to how long he intended to act as Foreign Minister

DECT.ASSTFTED to which

Btate T

’ FEB 2" 1972

By J. Bobsuuie Lew
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. LAURENCE A. STEINHARDT:

As long as you are so favorably
spoken about in the enclosed letter from
President Inonu, you can Jjolly well

prepare & replyl

FlD'R- :
e : r |
TJ'IU # l‘"-'J'll 31—“‘{{{ L -l W t-f\,l.. 5/;{ L2
LA g5 .

c/ﬁ ‘:';f“ -J'..l - L’*ll\,,f AN 2
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DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
FEM-B49 Ankara
This telegram must be i
closely paraphrased be=- Doted August 17, 1944
fore being commmnicated z
to anyone . (SeTTETY Ree'd 5:37 pem., 18th.

Secretary of State,
Washington,

1510, August 17, 11 p.m.

I have learned from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs that the Turkish Government has not reccived
Elther from the Turk Ambassador in Moscow or the
Soviet Ambassador in Ankara any comment on the part
of the Soviet Government relative to the rupture of

its relations with Germany.

LM8 WTD

RoGLADLD UNCLASSITIED
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aceept the expreselon of

Flease
and most cordial friendship.



ISMET INONO

HUBUS| Ankﬂrﬂ, le 3 Juillet 1944i

Mon cher Président,

Je ne veux pas laisser échapper 1l’occasion
du départ en congé de votre distingué et éminent
Ambassadeur & Ankara, sans évoquer ici le souve-
nir de nos rencontres du Caire, su mois de décem-
bre 1943, au cours desquelles il m’a été donné
d’apprécier personnellement et de prds les quali-
tés de coeur et d’esprit du grand homme d’Etat
qui veille avec une vigilance et une habileté
admirables sur les glorieuses destinées du peuple
am¢ricain.

Monsieur Seinhardt que nous avons beau-
coup de plaisir 3 avoir parmi nous, vous explique-
ra avec la clarté de vision qui le distingue la

situation politique en Turquie. Elle est ce qu’elle

Son Excellence
Monsieur Franklin D. Roosvelt
Président des Etats - Unis d’Amérique

WASHINGTON



a toujours été, c’est - & - direyattitude infaillible
de fidélité Turque & son alliance, solidarité ouver-
te pour la cause des alli€s, avec la d¢termination,
d’accord avec son allié et ses amls, de donner au
momant opportun, & cette volonté de coopération, un
caractdre plus efficace et plus tangible.

Nous suivons avec compréhension et admiration
les grands idéaux du peuple américain dans la voie de
relations frgternelles entre les nations civilisées.
Nous les comprenons et admirons parce que nous voyons
dans ces idéaux de justice et de paix qui doivent as-
surer 4 toutes les nations,mﬁma les plus petites, la
sauvegardé de leur indépendance dans le calme et la
tranquillité,l’expression mame de nos propres aspi-
rations. Je souhalte de tout mon coeur que cette
guerre qui a causé tant de malheurs et de destructions
dans le monde,consacre biantat, en méme temps que le
triomphe des alliés,une legon définitivement salutaire
pour établir que l’agression n’est jamals un moyen

lucratif.
Dans votre message du 26 octobre 1943,Jj’al

lu avec un vif plaisir le passage ol vous m’engagez 2



vous faire sawoir si 3 n’importe quel moment vous
pouvez me rendre service.Permettez-mol ,mon cher Pré-
sident,de vous exprimer toute ma reconnaissance pour
ce temolignage d’amitié.Soyez convaineu que je serai
trés heureux de recourir A votre aide toutes les fois
que l’occasion se présentera de le faire.

J’espére,mon cher Président,que les événements
nous procureront un jour l’occasion de nous rencontrer
et de causer longuement des probldmes graves qui se
poseront au monde de demain.

Veulllez agréer,mon cher Président,l’expres-

sion de ma sincére et cordiale amitié.

)
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

A

January 2, 1945
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Turkish Relations with Japan

You will be interested in the enclosed tele-
gram from Ankara in which Steinhardt reports that
the Turkish Government has decided to break off
all diplomatic and economic relations with

Japan.

Enclosure:
Telegram no. mﬁ,

December 30, 1944,
from Ankara,

| Published in

—

Forelgn Relations of the United Stetes

1944 Vol, V The Near East, Bouth
Aeria, Africa, The Far
East.

-19- g6
Page 903 ELS %
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- DEPARTMENT

i OF INCOMING DIVISION OF
AND RECORDS
DIi-625 Ankara
No parnphrast neEcEssary.
( — ) Dated December 30, 1944

Rec'd 10:40 p.ms

Secretary of State

Washington

FRICRITY

MOST IMMIDILTE

2434, December 30, 5 pP.m.

W—

The Minister of Forelgn 4ffairs asked me to call this
porning and after informing me that the Turl: Governnpent hes
decided to break off all economic ond diplomotic relations
with Japan handed me ap aide memoire which 1n translaotion
reads as follows:

"The Turk Government has taken note of the nide memoir
which the Lmbassador of the United States of America on
instructions from his Government was good Enough to hand
the Minister of Forelgn Lffoairs on December 27 concErning
2 rupture by Turkey of its diplomntic relations with
Japan., ;

"Phe Government of th: Republic notes that the requesd
of the Government of the United Stotes is based op the
consideration that such a rupture in conatituting o con=
crcte combination by Turkey to the A11ied vietory in the

Far Eaat
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