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Wa abington . 

On lyron Toylor ' s visit with c• before he left for Itoly, I 
Guggeeted that I would bo very much interested to learn as ouch 
as possible of the Itolien situ~tion u pon hi • return and he has 
now given me the following impressions . 

He visit ~d Rome lifter being in Florence e fe-.· d&ayr, and 
talked with f r iends and ac~uaintancea who represented both the 
official point of view, the v iew of the intolligentsie and 
Capitalistic groupo , and aloo gained en impression of the at­
titude of the public goner• lly . In offici•! circles til ere is 
s well defined feel ing that Italy woe very badly treated 6t 
the eonelueion or the pcac& , end needs expansion to c8re for 
its over-populsted country with a growing popul•tion . Their 
attitude tiao not warlike •nd expreued the view th•t the de­
mands which had been made of France had fOne too f ar , es­
peci&lly in respect to Nice , Corsicu Bnd Tunis . The view of 
the intelligentsi& and Copit•listic groups wos one of very 
greot feer that some event might pr ecipitate trouble ; that 
tne inf luence of the United Stutes wos very g r eat , end that 
<he r ecord which bed been m•d• of oer attitude through the 
statements of the President, the Secretary o f StRte , end 
others , had been extremely helpful and w~s welcomed by the 
Ital i En people. Tbo public attitude i• agains t war except in 
respect to a group of younger men limited in number who were 
carried away with enthusiasm a~tend~nt upon prospective ac ­
tion not based on thoughtful analysis or the dangerous con­
sequences to themselves or to their country if t heir ai~t were 
not ttchic ved . 

Re called ot the Vetican to present his compliments to Car­
dinal Pacelli , •hom he s•w a number of times in AmericA snd 
whom be had entertained during his visit there , ~nd was re­
ceived by a me~ber of the Cardinal ' s entourege, Uonsignor 
Hurley , who indica ted very great interest in the Americon at­
titude aa above expr essed , a nd a fear that some ill advised 
act "'igbt pr e cipit•te real trouble and the hope that .-herever 
a word could be spokeo thot would slow do wn the action, that 
it was wise to speak it , eepechll:y 1f it come from Amcl'ica . 
This sa•o vie w was expressed by Bishop H~yes , fornerly of 
Pittsburgh, oow head of tbe American Ca t holic College in Rome . 
Bishop Hayes had enlarged on the spontaneousness o f tho re­
ception given Chamberl&in on hie visi t to Rome, and indicated 
that 'he Itali•n• bad contras ted it with the orgsnized recep­
tion given Hitler on his vi sit . 

In Florence he enter tained one of the Itelisn Roysl Faa-
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ily, tbo Duke or Spoleto , Adair&l in tho Italian NIY) . nephew or tho King , at luncheon . The Duke of Spolcto 1 who ls re•lia­tic and more moderete than othera in offic~ol poaitiona, be­lieved that some •dJuat•ent of tho proaont de••nds con be modo, and advised on eorly conference to bring obout • •olu­tion . Ho weiihod •oro doliboretoly the ocono•ic side of theoe proola•a and the resultant danger• if war ensued than did m•ny of thcoe wi th who~ Taylor had talked who bad political affiliations. Taylor dlacuaaed with otbero in florence , ln­cludin~ tho l•telJ returned I~allon A•b£ssodor to Chine, who is very woll known to Ambassador Johnson, now in Washington, the feolina of Itollano towards Ceraona kOnerally or one of hatred . Ho woo inforaod that in cert•ln public offices in Rome itse l f Corman officer s are now cooperatinl with Italian officl~l• and tbia applie• partieul~rly with raapect to r<r­ugeo aat~oro . It was stated to bi~ that a numbor of German officers hove been trantportad to Libya and aro now there , and also that there aro Cor=an officero on the Italian front back of Ventiaiglia whor e great military rreparationa have been under way . 

On a parson•l matter , the medical advisor or both Goering and Hitler ca•e t o hla villa ln florence accoapanl od by a autual friend . He 1ndlc5ted thot he wao enroute to Monte Carlo and found that the doc tor woo enroute to San Ramo to Jo i n Goering who arrived there on Sunday . Be inYitod tho doctor to aotor to Monte Carlo for luncheon . Ho ca•e on Tuead&y . The doctor adv"laed him that Goering had that da~ cone to Milan to caot ~ussolini and would ro~urn on Sunday and would be gl~d to see Taylor eoce time the following week , lf bo cared to call . Taylor i ndicotod thot it was nec­tss~ry for hi• to raturn to Poria and London and sail on the 18th of Kerch Cor the United Stotos . The doctor also ad­vised Taylor that Go~rin& , et tho end of the following week , ••• ~olea to Libya, and that be , tha doctor , waa going with hi• · He indicated that tho health of both oi theae leadar s (Goering and Hitler) waa excellent and that the many ru•ors about the health of Hitler aro without foundation . 
The doctor indicated that Goerlag • a interview witb ~uaao­llni in Ullan was intended to aoderote the altuation . 
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Paris Mar ll 19~9 

The Inter governmental meet i ng concluded i ts aesaione on February 1~ 1959, Thereafter I brought to the attention or the lewiah societies and to "a group or leadere, 1nclud1nc Anthony Rothschild , Lord Bear stead and other s , the importance of promptly acting, first , on the suggestion of the third trus t ee tor the internal German Trust , and second , the forma­tion of a plan to create an outeide corporation or foundation to carry out 1c botb instances the ter•• of the Oeraan uni ­lateral propoaala first porposed by Schacht, later aodifiod by Wohlthat . I believe it best for many reaso ns to characterize as German propoeale the meoorandua which , whil e it eontains many or the points that the comaittee had s~ol~ed at and and aince Bvi an , la not , ot course , a~ Inter- Governaental Comaittee pro­posal. Eabarraeement might ultimately flow from it if it were so s tyled . 

On arrival in Paris on February 16th , I eonferred with Aa­beasador Bul l itt and ga~o hia in detail all events and memoranda affectini refugees , so that be would be able intelligently t o diseuse the oatter when nnd as occasion required . I then l oft tor Florence . 

Fro• Florence I telephoned Aabaesador Phillips that I would coo• to Rome Thursday, Febr uary 2Sd , to discus• the r efugee situ­ation with him , and eugcoated that if bt thought wel l of i t , it might be advisable firat to vieit Yuasolini tocetber and to ac­quaint bio with preliainaries of the present Ceraan situation , and , if tho opportunity occurred , to express to him the hope that in view ot tho progr eso made with Germany , he might find it possi­ble to postpone tha data of exodus in Italy fron Karch 12th for a period of six aonths or a year, gi~in& tbosa affected a bettor opportunity to locate elaowhoro and the avoidinc or a ro•iva l of o general world • tscussion on the subj ect , with its possible i n­jur ious effec t on the Carman r efugee si tuation , which , in its present early ataaee under the meaor~ndum, might be seriously iapaired it the aubject were renewed in a wor ld-wide senae . 

For his f urther information , I subaitted to him , firot , a copy of Sir Andrew MacFadden ' s repo r t on the Ital i an situation ; second , a copy of a meao r andum which bad been prepared by tho Jewish leaders i n London and Par i a; t hird . a cop7 of Sir Herbert !:ereon • s aeMorandum r egarding aettleaent projecta ; &nd fourth , alnutea or the Inter-Gov ernme ntal Oooo i t teo which con t ained the Geraan me•oran­dum , of which memorandu• be kept a copy . Tbie wil l be hel pful to hi~ in tho diacuesione which aay take place with Italian officials . 
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~ussolini was not in Romo when I was ther e , but waa understood 
t o be i n the Italian Alpa on vacation . Ci a no l eft Rome about tho 
t i oe I a rri ved. Th o Ambaaaador had i nquired if I should be re­
ceived by Mussolini a week l a ter when he r eturned . Tho ana we r 
was , I believe, that it was no t then convenient . My Italian 
friends in Londo n a nd Poria had suggested contact with Mu asolini 
and not Ciano, who waa r eport ed aa violently anti-Jewiah and not 
tully friend l y toward Aoeriea . I suggested to t he Ambausador 
that I should no t create an i ssue ove r the question o£ a viait 
to Muaso l i ni . 

I r eturned to f lorence the following day , February 24 th . The 
Ambassador to Rome , has , I believe , asked your instructions 
whether be s hould proceed through tho usual channel, Ciano , t o 
diseuse the subJect along the linea 1ndieeted . I aa not aware 
or your r eply . 

I left florence for Monte Carlo on SBtur day last , to visit a 
f ew fri ends who wer e t here ill . I t is l i kel y that Mr. Bullit t 
wil l in another t elegram r ecite other incidents whi ch nay be or 
i nterest. 
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My dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

MaY 16, 1939 

Father Oarroll, t h e Assistant to Monsignor Ready 

who is at t he moment out of Washington, called to s ee 

me t his mor ning at the request of the Apostoli c Delegate. 

The Delegate had yesterday received a tel egram from the 

Papal Secretary with a request t hat its contents be com­

munica ted t o this Government , 

The message was as follows: 

The Pope desired you to know that because of hie 

belief that the peace of Europe was gravely endangered, 

he had on MaY 3 appr oached the governments of Great 

Britain, France , Poland, Gsraany, and Italy and had i n­

quired of them whether they believed the peace of Europe 

to be 1n i mminent danger, and second, whether t hose gov­

ernments believed a peace conterenoe to be attended by 

the representatives of t he five powers mentioned to 

settle outstanding problems would be feasible. The 

Vatican had been infor med as a result of the approaches 

made that none ot the five governments believed the 

The President, 

The White House, 

I 
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situation to be precarious and that the general impres­
sion was that a conference of the type proposed would 

not a t that time be expedient, 

In conclusion, the Apostolic Delegate was instructed 
to let you know that if l~ter on suoh a conference 

appeared to be expedient, the Pope would communicate 
with you before any final steps were t aken. 

I asked Father Carroll t o tell the Delegate that I 
deeply appreciated t he meeeage received and t hat I would 
i mDedi ately communicate its contents to you. 

Believe me, f' 
\ Fai thtully yours, 

t ~- I J 
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D EPAR TMI:NT O F' STATE 

WASH I NGTO N 

August 2 , 1939 

Uy dear Ur. President: 

I encl ooe a copy ot a l ong letter f rom 

Representat i ve Cel ler urging th e est ablishment 

by t his Government of d1nlomat1c rela t i ons wit h 

the Hol y See. I have acknowl edged t h e receip t of 

th i s letter but did not lndicate t hat I was s ending 

you a copy. 

lly your s, 

LL 
Encl osure : 

Copy of letter. from 
Repres entat iv.e Oel ler. 

The Pr esident, 

The Wh1 te Hous e. 
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COIIGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESEliTATIVES 

"ASHINGTO!l, D. C. 

Hon. Cordell Hull, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

L!y dear !Jr. Secretary: 

JuJ.y 24, 1939 . 

At the Coronation Ceremonies of Pope Pius XII, there 
was present as a represent ative or President Roosevelt , 
our present Aobasaador to E~land, the Honorable Joseph P. 
Kennedy. Mr. Kennedy's presence served to emphasize t he 
very friendly relations that have always existed between 
our Government and the PapeJ. See . 

An examination of the recorda will reveal that diplo­
matic relations with the Holy See wero first established 
on DeceMber 15, 1784, when the PapeJ. Nuncio at Parle wrote 
to the American Comoissioners that his Government had 
agreed to open the porta of Civita Vecchla on the 
Uedl terranean , and Ancona on the Adriatic, to American 
vess els. 

On June 26, 1797, John Baptist Sartori of Rooe was 
commlas1oned as the firs t Consul t o represent the United 
States in the Papal Dominions. 

The diplomatic relations thus established between our 
country and the Papal States were maintained for nearly 

three 
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three quarters or a century in a spirit of nu t ual friend­
shi p and respect . 

In 1867, the Aner1can ole e1on to Rooe car.1e to an 
offi cial end, but through no fault or action of t he Holy 
See. Congress sioply refused to continue the appropriation 
for the Ameri can misoion . There was question a s to m ether 
or not t he then Pope Pi us had recognized the Confederacy. 
Congress had nerely refused to continue t he necessary 
appropriation, so t hat as Secretary or State Soward stated, 
"Legally, t he action or Congress left the mission still 
existing, but without coopeneation.• 

In my opi nion, the action or our Government "'as some­
what hasty and ill- advised, and tlas an ungenerous return 
f or t he good-will the Papal See had always manifested 
towards our Government and our people. I believe t ho 
time has now come when th ese diplomatic relations, thus 
gr oundlessly s evered, should be restored. That restora­
tion would be a clarion call t o the civ1lited peoples or 
the world that religious and per sonal liberties are in­
herent in our Democracy. I n thio connection, I quote the 
interest i ng language used by !Jr. Chi ef Justice Fulle r in 
the opinion on t he Uun1cipality of Ponce v. Roman Catholic 
Apostol ic Church i n Porto Rico, decided June 1 , 1908! 

1 The 
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"The corporate existence of the Roman Catholic Church , as well as tho position 
occupied by the papacy, has always been recogni%ed by the Government or the United 
States . 

"At one time the Uni ted States maintained 
diploMatic relations with the Papal States, which continued up to the time or the loss or 
the temporal povrer or the papacy . (l.!ooro 1 a 
Digest or Int. Law, vol . l, pp.l30, 131) 

"The Holy See s till occupies a rocogni%ed 
position in international law, or which the courts must take judicial notice. 

"The Pope, though deprived of the terri ­torial doolnion which he formerly enjoyed, 
holds , as sovereign pontiff and head or the Roman Catholic Church, an exceptional position. 
Though, in defaul t or territory, he is not a tecporal sovereign, he is in many respects 
treated as such. He has the right or active 
and passive legation, and his envoye of the first class, his apostolic nuncios, are 
specially privileged . .. ' " (l Moore ' s Dig. 39) 
Furthermore, pract1 cally all countries send their 

diplomatic repreeentatives to the Court of the Supremo 
Pontiff and dipl omatic represent atives of the Holy See 
are received with the respect and coneideration customarily 
accorded to di plomatic agents. 

A representative ot our country residing at t he Holy 
See would do much to bring to the fore the tact that in 
our country we respect to tho full the r i ghts of religious 
freedom, as we do &leo those accompanying precious rights 
or freedom or the press, freedom or speech and freedom of 
aesemblago. 

A 
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A reinstatement ot relations with t he Holy see rould 
dramatically serve to recall to the v1orld that intolerance 

and religious hatred and bigot~/ cannot flourish here. It 
would enkindle in our own hearts sympathy tor t he t housands 
ot unfortunates who have been castigated, tortured and 

ruined because ot a dictator ' s i nsane hate and venom. 
Events abroad indicate in no uncertain terms the great 

stake which religion must play in the preservation ot 

democracy against the savase and merciless inroads ot 
Fascism, lla:z.iism and Cooouniem. These ideologies exclude 
the virtues or Chri stianity- faith, hope and charity, 
benevolence and brotherly love - those virtues which are 
the very basis or our mo ral code. 

The unbroken tradition or the Holy Seo with respect 
to international peace has been worthily continued to t he 

present by the lamented Supreme Pontiff Pius XI, who, 1n 
his allocution on peace in 1930, condemned in strongest 
terms 1 hard and selfish nationalism• and to the hour of 
his death courageously stood firm against every policy 

that threatened peace by undermining the principles of 
Justice and charity in relations among nations . The 

prosont Supremo Ponti!! Pius XII, in the brier space 

that has elapsed since his elevation to the highest office 
in the Catholic Church, already bas given eloquent evidence 

ot 
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or his purpose to labor tor peace aoong nati ons baaed on 

Justice end charity, 

History dlsolosea that democracies value the church 

and religion; t hat diotatorships r i dicule the church and 

despise rel i gion. Demooraclea protect the church, dictator­

ships destroy it . Thus, our Democracy has always se t a 

high value on religion and on the church. 

The Papacy has always placed a high value on Justice 

and chari ty in relations among c en and &~ong nati ons. The 

t irst Popes, tor exacple, said nothing about anti-semitism 

since t hey t hemselves, like their llaster Chris t, were Jews 

ancl subject to all the injustices heaped upon Jews. As 

early as the sixth century - in the year 538 - Pops Gregory 

the Great wrote : •we forbid you to molest tho Jews or to 

lay upon them restrictions not imposed by the established 

laws; we further pernit them to live as Romans and to dis­

pose or their property as t hey w111.• 

Heinrich Graetz, Jewish Historian and author or a 

conucental work, "History ot t he Jews•, writes: •It is 

remarkable t hat the Bishops or Rome, the recognized champions 

ot Christi anity, treated t he Jews wi th the utmost toleration 

and 11beral1ty. The occupants or t he Papal throne shielded 

the Jews and exhorted t ho clergy and the princes against the 

use or force in converting them to Christianity." 

Pope 
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Pope Pius XI declared on July 30, 1938, referring to 
t he unscientific racial t heories or llaz11sa: • It 1B t or­
gotten that huoanltind, the v:hol o or hurnanltind, ie a single, 
great universal human raoo. Al l men ~~e, above all, members 
ot the sooe great kind. They all belong to the sin~le great 
ronily or the living. Humanki nd is, therefore , a single 
universal race. • 

Nazi terror dlreoted t h e storoing of t.'le hooes or 
Cardinals Innitzer and Faulhaber. The Catholic priest hood 
is held up to ridicule and scorn and shame. Hundreds or 
Prot es t ant Clergymen or t he Confessional Church have been 
arrested, and Pastor ll1emoeller still languishes in a llazi 
oell! 

I believe the nati on generally v~uld welcome your 
cour age and understanding in this matter of re-establishing 
diplomat ic relations with t he Holy See. A pronouncement 
to t his errect would scatter the termites or bi gotry and 
rodents or irreligion the ~orld over. 

No sincer e citizen or t he United States, familiar with 
the history of his country and its relations with the P-oly 
See, can reasonably object t o the re- astablishoent or diplo­
matic relations bet \Teen the government or the United Statea 
and the Holy see. 

Lastl y, t here has ascended t o the Papal Throne, Pope 

Plus 
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Pius XII, a religious man of ~rcat erudition , wisdom and 
tolerance. As Anne 0 'Hara !!.cCorm1ck of tho New York Times 
has written: "He i e a spiritual plenipotentiary of great 
influence, though he hao none but coral neapons to i mpress 
a worl d at arms. 11 

For several oonthe, Pope Pius XII has been endeavoring 

to bring peace to a r1ar- threatoned v'Orld. He has g1 ven in­
s t ructions to his Papal Nunci os who are accred1 ted to the 
various capit als of t he wo rld to lnvlte the interested 

governments to consider peacefully and ln true religious 

aml t y and accord, sol u tlons of t ho grave issues , confront­
ing the various nations, which are dis turbing the world. 

Let us help him ln hla glor ious mi ssion of Peace by sending 
cur delegate to him. 

Pope Plus XII has expressed great adclration and a!­

rectlon ror t he people of the United States . He has ex­

tended hie hM<l of fel lol'lshi p t o us . We should grasp it. 

We ahoulc re-establ ish diplomati c relatione wlt h the Holy 

See. 

1'11 th aa suro.nces of high esteem , I am 

Cordially yours, 

D.!ANU!:l. Cl:l.LER 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
W.UHINOTON 

WU.l 7011 ~ tro • 
aboa' 1:1:118' 

r. D. L 

Letter from Undersecretary Welles t o the President, dated August l , enclosi ng copy of letter from Ambassador Phillips to secretary Welles 1n r e advantage which mlgbt be gained by this Government if we had dlreot diplometi o relat i ono rlth the Vatican. 
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H7 dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

August 1, 1939 

... _ ·-. ' 
) .... .,.~ 

Some weelte ago the Seoretarr and I were speaking of 

the advantage which might be gained b7 this Government it 

we had direct diplomatic relatione with the Vatican, I 

think it ie unquestionable that the Vatican baa many 

souroee ot infor mation, parti oularl7 with regard to what 

ie actll8.117 goi ng on 1n Gei'1D&117, Ital7, and Spain, whioh 

ve do not poeeeee, and it seemed to ua that the question 

ot whether it would be desirable tor our Government to 

obtain aooe11 to t his i nformati on was ot ooneidarable 

importance, 

At Mr. Hull 's suggestion I wrote a personal l etter 

to BiU Phillips asking hie opi ni on, I have thil morning 

received Bill1 e replr under date of July 19 and I am send­

ing 7ou a oop7 ot hie letter tor r our information. 

Believe me 

Enoloeure : 
From J.mb&Baador Phillip , 
Jul7 19, 1939, 

The Prea1dant, 
The Vhi te Houa e. 
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()ctobor 20 1RM9 

Vy dear Mr . Prea14ant: 

I enoloae a oopy of a oablegr .. wb1ob waa raoa1Yed 

on October 10 by t ba 4poatol1o Dale[&tl i n Jaabi npton 

fra. the Beoretar 1ate of St ate of the Holy Bee, a copy 

of wb1oh waa l eft w1tb an off1oar of the Department by 

Kona1cnor Ready, in r erard to 1n foru Uon reoe1u4 by 

t he Seoretar l ate of l t ate from an unn&aed aouroe tbat 

Chine•• ott1o1ale ~ea1re the Holy Bee to take etapa to 

eatabl l ah peaoe between Ohina and JapaJ. I anoloaa 

a l ae a memorandum of October 12 in analyai a of tbe mea--ease tree t he Seoretar1ate of St ate and 1n o~ant upon 

t he s-ner al quaation of poeaible ••dlati on on t be ~ 

of t hll Oonrnment bebeen J apan and Ohlna . 1 a. l n 

general &j!1'a .. ent with t ba atatementa and t be oonol~ 

al one ezpreeaed 1n the ••sorandu., wb1ob I Yenture to 

bope you will t l nd tt.e to read. 

Tbe Preal dent , 

Tbe Wb1te H~••· 



-a-

BJ way of aoknowledpent of the copy of the cable­
gram to the Apostolic Delegate wh ich was lett with u., 
I pr opose , subject to your approva l, to ask Monsignor 
Ready to ca ll and to 1n~ora hia t hat t he spirit wh ich 
pr ompted the Seoretariate of State of the Holy See to 
bring to the a ttention of t hh GoYerDIIlent the informa­
tion contained in the Secr etar1ate of St ate 1 a cablegraa 
1a yery aucb appr eciated; that the communica tion baa 
been brou~t to your attention; and tha t it i s our con­
stant desire to s ake such contribution ae say aeea ap­
propriate and be pr acticable toward the cause of peace 
uong nations. 

raitbfully yours, 

Cortlell Hul 

Enoloeuree: 
1. C&blegru froa the 

Beoretar1ate of State. 
2 . Meaorand• of 

October 12. 



Ae an Aaer1ean, lh•1ng, working and w1ll1ng to d1e 
f or the welfare ot 117 oountrr &nd 117 oountr,11en, all of 
thea, I a• Yery happr that Preeldent AooeeYelt baa 
ha~onlaed the Yoloe ot Pope P1u• XII w1th h11 own olarloa 
oall tor peaoe .. one natlon• and peopl••· 

It 1e opportune that, on the Y1g11 or the ann1Yer•arr 
of t he birth of the Prlnoe of Peaoe, the Prel14ent ot the 
United State•, 1bould take thi1 aotion for peaoe. 
P~eident RooleYelt 11 our leader, the leader of a free 
people dete~ned on peaoe t or oureel•••· deelrou• of 
peaoe for otbere. We are a people who bellaYe 1n, wbo 

praotloe &nd defend freedom of rel1g1on, freedoa 1n the 
41111.tnation of truth, freedon of a11embl1, freldo• of 
trade. It 11 tiaelr thst our Pree14ent, 1ntrep1d 
enunolator of t h••• prlnoiplee and oba~lon of thea, 
1bould Join w1th other foro•• t or peaoe, for oharitable 
and humanitarian 1ntlueno••· auoh an 1nf l uenoe 11 t he 
Cathol1o Ohurob. Ae an Aaerloan, I reJoloe ln thll &otloa 
ot Pre11dent Roo••••lt. 



--. s~ l>tp't. t"f~ )-7-
ut- 1•l ~• 1 :1 

a ,. •t"n .. 
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T\o Prooldont had tho orlsl nal 

ot this Iotter frL1:1od . I t ,..., 

written ID oorlpt and li~nod 
b)' th~ Pope . 
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To His Excellency 

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT 

President ot the United Stntea ot America 

P I U S P P. X I I 

Uost Excellent Sir: 

Health and Prosperity. 

The =emorable message that Your Excellency was pleased to 

have forwarded to Us on the eve or the Holy Feast or Christmas 

has brightened with a ray ot consolation, of hope and confidence, 

the suttering, the heart - rending tear and the bitterness ot the 

peoples caught up i n tho vortex of war. For t his all right-minded 

men have pai d you the spontanooue tribut e of their sincere gratitude, 

We have been deeply moved by the noble thought contained in 

your note, in whlch the spirit or Christmas and the des i re to aee 

it applied to the great human problems have found such eloquent 

expression; and ful ly persuaded or its extraordinary importance 

We lost no time l n communlcatlng i t to the distinguished gatheri ng 

present that very morning ln the Consi storial Hall of t his Apoetollc 

Vatican Pal ace, solemnly expressing before the world, Catholic and 

non-Ca tholic alike, OUr appreciation of thls courageous document , 

i nspired by a t ar-seeing statesmanshi p and a profound human sympathy. 



--~ 

We have been particularly impreeeed by one characteristic 

feature or Your Excellency's message: the vital , spiritual contact 

with the thoughts and feelinge, the hopes and the aspirations or 

the masses of the people, or those classes, namely, on whoo more 

than others, and in a measure never Cel t betore, weighs the burden 

-. 

of aorrow and sacrifice imposed by the present restless and tempestuous 

hour. Also tor this reason, none perhaps better than We can understand 

the meaning, the reveali~g power and the warmth of reeling manifest 

1n thi s act ot Your Excellency . In tact Our own daily experience 

tells Us or the deep- seated yearning tor peace that tills the hearts 

ot the cocmon people. In the measure that the war with its direct 

and indirect repercussions spreads; and the more economi c , social 

and family lite ls forcibly wrenched !roo its noraal bases by the 

continuation ot the war, and ls torced along the way of sacrifice 

and every kind ot privation, the bi t ter need or which i s not always 

pl ain to all; so much the more lnt enso is the longing tor peace that 

pervades the hearts of men and their detenn1nat1on to tlnd and to 

apply the means that lead to peace. 

When that day dawns - and Wo would l ike to hope that lt ls not 

too tar distant - on which the roar ot battle will lapse lnto silence 

end there will arlee the poaelbllity or establishing a true and sound 

peace dictated by the pr1no1pl es or justice and equ1ty, only he will 

be able ~o discern ~he pe~h that ehould be followed who unltea with 

high polltlcal power a clear understanding or ~be voice or humMity 

along with a sincere reverence for t he divine precepts or llte ae 

r ound 1n the Gospel of Chrlat. Only men of such moral stature will 

be able to create the peace, thst will coopenaate for the incalculable 



aacrifices of thls war and clear the way for a coolty of nationa, 

fa1r to all, efficacious and sustained by mutual confidence. 

We are fully aware of how atubborn the obstacles are that stand 

in tho way of attaining this goal, and how they become dally more 

difficult to surmount . And if the friends of peace do not wish their 

labors to be i n vain, they should visualit.e distinctly the serloueneee 

of these obstacles, and the consequently slight probabill ty ot kmedlate 

aucoess so long as the present state or the op?Osing forces remains 

essentially unchanged. 

As Vicar on earth or the Prince or Peace, from the first ~a of 

Our Pontificate We have dedicated Our efforts and Our solicitude to the 

purpose of maintaining peace, and afterwards or rees tablishing it. 

Heedless of momentary lack of success and of the difficulties involved, 

We are continuing to follow along the path marked out for Us by Our 

Apostoli c missi on. As We walk this path , often rough and thorny, the 

echo which reaches Us from countless. souls, both within and oute1de 

the Church , together •1th the consciousness of duty done, ia for Ue 

abundant and consoling reward. 

~~d now that in t his hour or world-wide pain and misgiving the 

Chief Kag1strate of the great North ~~erican Federation, under the spell 

of the Holy Night of Christmas, should have taken such a prominent place 

i n the vanguard or those who would promote peace and generously succor 

the victims of the war, bespeaks a providential help, which We acknowledge 

with grateful Joy and increased confidence. It i s &nf exemplary net of 

fraternal and hearty solidarity between the New and the Old World in 

defence against the chilling breath or aggressive and deadly godleaa 

and anti-christian tendenoiee, that threaten to dry up the fountainhead, 



whence civilization has come and drawn its strength. 

In such circumstances We shall find a special satisfac tion, as 

We have already i nformed Your Excellency, in receiving with all t he 

honor due to his well-known qual ifications and to the dignity of h1s 

important mission, the representative who l s to be sent to Us as the 

fai thful interpreter of your mind regardi ng the procuring of peace and 

the alle viation of sufferings consequent upon the war. 

Recal l ing with keen Joy the pleasant memories left Us after Our 

unforgett able visit to your great nat ion, and living over again the 

..... . 

sincere pl easur e that personal acquaintance with Your Excellency brought 

Us, We express in turn Our hearty good wishes; -w~ a most fervent prayer 

for the prosperity of Your Excellency and of al l the people-of~he ~~ ~ 

States. 

Given at Rome, at St . Peter' s, the 7th day pf January 1940, the 

first Year of Our Pontificate. 

P I U S . P P. X I I 
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DEPARTM E NT OF 8TATE 

WA8HINQTON 

Febru~ry 1, 1940 

Wy dear Ur. President: 

When Ur. Myron Taylor was here be reminded the 

Department that he had received no written letter or 

appo1n~ent trom you and therefore I am enoloeing a 

pose1ble dratt ot euch a letter tor your signature 

it you approve 

Enclosure: 

To Mr. Myron Taylor. 

The Pres ident, 

The Wh1te House. 
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bla • r • .,,,... Taller wu IW,.. •• ,...iMicl tne 

-.e ,...ruea\ \bat. 1M IU.4l reeeiw .. ao '"'h"'a 1ener or 

ap)I01ntceot. troa J 08 ~IICI t.l'leretorw 1 .. IDOle11Ao a 

poee1U1e 4rat ' or eueb a 11\\lr tor 10ur •1.-at.ar• 

1r JOV appro•• • 

I ai\bhllJ 1011.1'1 , 

.. 
r noloaW'I: 

l'o lir • . Jl"'Q Too~ lor . 

Tht n•11e nt, 

Eu: BR :LG l-30-40 



; 

My aear Wr. Taylor: 

Reposing spec1&1 !&1th and confidence in you 
I am &eking you to proceed a V your early oonYen1enoe 
to Italy, there to act as ay personal representative 
to His Holineea, Pope PJ.ua )tii. Wy purpose 1n en­
truat1ng you with thia m1e~1on wa e aet forth 1A my 
letter or December 23, 19~9 to t he Pope, a oopy or 
which i s enclosed. I am • eo asking you personally 
to oonyey a further commnn! &tion to His Holiness. 

I may !rom time t-/ time equeat you to eerye ae 
the channel or oommuni;.t1on or any Yi ewa I may wish 
to exchange with the ~ope. Yo will, or course, 
comaunioate to th1e GOYernment matt ers wh1oh may 
come to your attentidn in the ~r!ormance or your 
misa1on which you ~ reel w1ll erve the beat interest 
or the United States. 

With all beat ,Ylshes !or 
mission, I am, 

very sincerely 

Enclosure: 
Ae etated. 

The Honorable 
Myron c. Taylor, 

71 Broadw.,-, 
Hew York, Hew York. 

or your 



My dear Mr . Tayl or: 

Repoa1~ apeo1al ta1\b and oont1deooe 1A you 
1 aa alk1n& you \o prooee4 a\ your early ooo•en1eooe 
\o IU.ly, \bere \.o ao \ AI ay peraoA&l repre aeot.A\he 
\ O Hll Hol1DIII , Pope P1UI XIl. My purpoel 10 en­
\rul\.1~ JOU w1\n \.n1a a1111oo wa1 11t tor\b 1o ay 
le\\er or Oeoeaber w~. lilt \o \be Pope, a oopy or 
wb..l.ob h eooloae4. I aa aho aakiQ;o you per1oA&lly 
\o ooa•ey a tur\.ner oo .. uo1oat1oo \o H1a HollDiaa. 

1 ~ rro:a t.lae '-• Uae requ"" you "o ae.-.e a• 
\.he obe•nel or ooaauo1oa\1oo tor &Q1 •1ewa 1 aay w1ab 
\o eaohsn&e w1t.b ~ Pope. rov w1ll, or oovrae, 
oo .. uoloat.e \ o t.bh OO•erMent &Q1 aa\tere wblob •61 
ooae \o your a\t.ea\1oo 1n the per tor.aace or your 
a 1111oa wh1ob yov aay reel w1ll aerYe \he bee\ 1n\ereat 
or t~ UDl'-e4 ~"•"••· 

- 1\.b all beat. W11bll tor t.bl IVOOell Of your 
a1ea1oo, I .. , 

..:noloaure: 
A.e e\a\e4. 

Tne Hoaora'ole 
Myroa C . Taylor, 

7l 8roa4wa~ , 
We• York, Mew xor&. 

Eu :6R :LO l-30-40 A.-B u 

( 



• 

.~ Depart•ent or State copy pu- l1ahed 1n 

r ore1gn Belat1ona or the United &tate• 

1939 Vol. II General t The Br1t1ah 
Commonwealth, and urope ______ / 

lly dear ll.r. 'l'aylo:ra 

Repoa1ng IJ)eoial tai th and oontidanoe 1n you 
I aa uking you t o proceed at your early oonYenlenoe 
to I taly, there to act aa IIJ peraonal riJ)reeentatln, 
with the rank ot ••• ... adO:r, to Ble Boline .. , Pope 
Plue XII. llJ purpoee 1n entruetlng you with thia 
a1ee1on wae eat forth 1n 11J letter ot Deoe~er 23 , 
1939 to the Pope, a copy ot which 1e eacloaed. I aa 
aleo aeklng you per eonally to oonYey a further oo._ 
munlcation to lle Bollnesa. 

I •J t:roa tiM to t1118 r equest you to ee:rn u 
the channel of oo--1oat1on tor ay rtewe I •J wleh 
t o exohaDCe with the Pope. You will, of oouree, oo._ 
INDicate to thie GoYe:rnaent any •ttere whiob •Y coM 
to your attention 1n the performance of yo~ a1ee1on 
which you .ay feel will ee:rTe the best 1ntereet of the 
1Jn1te4 Btatee. 

With all beat wlehea for the euooesa of JOU:l' 
aieeion , I aa, 

Very einoeralJ yours, 

boloeu:re: 
A• etated. 

!be Honorable 
lly:roa 0. 'f&Jlo:r, 

71 aroadlr&J, 
... Jol"lt, ... Jo:r11: • 



• 

DEPARTMENT O F STATE 

DIVISION OF PROT OCOL. 

SW 

I called Havens in FA to see 
who dr1:1:t'ted the l etter. FA kno'AS noth i ng 
about it. 

I then called Mr. Berle who · stated 
he had handl ed most o:t' thi s matter but 
did not dra: t the letter. He said he 
would call Gen. Watson. I t old him that 
I woul d ask you to get the letter so 
it can be changed. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

The Honorable 
Myron 0. Taylor, 

71 Broadway, 
New York, New York. 



\ ./ 

~ :£''?~ 
I ' d. /" 

l· 
~ r .. (" {\ 

":>' ~ • ~ <.) ~' /.: fl,1 ,,_,q 
)./' .. I ... .., 

THE W H ITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

jtJ. 'l• , .· < 

epoeing special :faith and confidence you ../ · -" 
I am a ing you to proceed at your early o enience f · 
to !tal there to act aa my personal rep eentative 
to Hie H iness, Pope Pius XII. Yy pur ee in en-
trusting u ~ith this mission was orth in my 
letter o:f camber 23, 1939 to the a copy o:f 
which is eno oeed. I am also aski you personally 
to convey a ther communication Hie Holiness. 

With all best 
m1aa1on, I am, 

The rable 
on c. Taylor, 

71 Broadway, 

you to serve aa 
r any views I may wish 

ou will, of course, 
nt any matters which may 

the performance o:f your 
1 will serve the beat interest 

r the auoceea o:f your 

New York, New York. 



' 
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DEPARTMENT OF STAtE 

D IVIS ION OF PROTOCOL 

February 10, 1940 . 

General Watson : 

In the original draft of thi s 
letter t o Mr. Myron C. Taylor, the words 
11 wi th the rank of ambas sador" did not 
appear. At Mr . Taylor 's request they 
have been inserted in a ne" draft, and 
if the President will sign it , I shall 
see that Yr. Taylor gets it before he 
sai ls. The drafts are otherwise identical. 

A +-..J w-J"--{ 
Stanley ~odward , 

Acting Chief of Protocol. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

February 9 , 1940. 

u 

Mr. Myron Taylor telephoned thi s morn­
ing to say that the President had showed 
hi m yesterday the letter of appointment 
which was to be si gned by t he Pres i dent 
and sent to ~r. Taylor. Mr. Taylor said 
t hat the letter made no mention of hi s 
status as Ambassador . He attached consider­
able i mportance to the menti on of thi s, and 
hoped that it could be inserted, 

The letter is now in the hnnds of the 
President. Would you authorize the Protocol 
Division to communica te Mr. Taylor 's wishes 
t o the White House . 

EU:~lJW 



Foreign R~l~ t1on' ot ~ Uni t~~ St •teA 

194o , Vol . I, r~nrr•l 



DEPARTMENT OF $TATE 

T HE SECRETARY 

February 7 , 1940 

Draft of letter ror the Presi­

dent to wrlte to the Pope l n 

longhand for delivery by Mr . 

J.lyron Taylor. 



/ 

THE WHI TE: HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Your Holiness :-

COPY OF LONGHAJlD LETT<;R 

!"eb. 14th 
1940 

In my letter of December 23, 1939 I had the 
honor to suggest that i t would give me great satisfaction 
t o send to you my own representative in order that our 
parallel endeavors for peaoe and the alleviation of 
suffering mi ght be assisted. Your Holiness was good 
enough to reply tha t the choice of Mr . Myron C. Taylor 
e.e my representative was acceptable and tha t you would 
receive h im. 

I am entrusting this special mission to Mr. 
Taylor who is a very ol d friend of mine, and in whom I 
repose the utmost confidence . 

Hie humanitari~n efforts in behalf of those 
whom political disruption has rendered homeless are well 
known to Your Holiness. I shall be happy to feel that he 
may be the channel of communication for any views you 
and I may wish to exchange in the interes t of conoord 
among the peoples of the world. 

I am asking Ur. Taylor to convey rrzy cordial 
greet ings to you, my old and good Friend, and my sincere 
hope that the common ideals of r eligion and of humanity 
itself can have united expression for the reestablishment 
of a more per manent peace on the found~tions of freedom, 
and an assurance of life and integrity of all nations 
under GOd . 

Cordially your Cr l end, 

(Signed) FRANKLIN D. ROOSSVE:LT 

I • , 



Your Holiness: 

In my letter of December 23, 1939 I had the boner t o 
' 

suggest to Your Holiness that it would gi ve me ~eat satis­

faction to send to You my own representative in order 

that our parallel endeavors f or peace and the al leviation 

of suffering might be assisted. Your Holiness was good 

enough t o repl y that t he choice of the Honorabl e Hyron C. 

Taylor a s my r epresentative was acceptable and that You 

would receive h1m . 

I am entrusting this special mission t o l!r . Taylor, 
~ 

in whom I repose the utmost conf i dence. '• His humani t arian 

efforts on behalf of those whom political disrupt i on 

have rendered homeless are doubtless already known to 

Your Holiness. I shall be happy to feel that my repre-

ssntat ive may be the channel of communication for any 

views we may wish to exchange in t he interest of t he res­

toration of concord among the people s of the world. 

I am asking Hr. Taylor to convey my cordial greet­

ings and my sincere hope t hat the common i deals of hu­

manity and of religion can have united expres sion f or 

the reest abl ishment of peace upon the f oundat ions of 

freedom and assurances of life and independence for all 

nations. 

Cordi al l y yours, 
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U.S.S.TUSCALOOSA 

, 
Norfolk NaVJ Yard- 1-t.8._6I,OGO (Set. of 1) 
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FOLLOWING FRO .•• tYr ON TAYLOR IN RO~E I TALY QUOTE f>HESEiH AT I ON 

C£1 UON I ES CONCLU lED \ I TH HI GHEST SP IRI TUAL JIG,if TY A D IIUMAN 
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J DCRST A lJ PJG STOP HIS HOLI NESS COIIVEYS THhJUGH .E HIS l:iLESS I NG 

1~.11 HMl lEST REGAHDS TO YOU PERSONALLY STOP HI S EIAI NENCE 

CARDINAL SECRETARY OF STATE JO INS I N GREETINGS AlD BEST IIISHCS 

STOP JEST REGARDS 

, 
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Q 0 5 DUTY OFF ...................... AVIATION .................. .... s ~ < • • 8 l ld 0 Q z (oJ ~ < :s < -* Receives copies all meau ges "X" for Information "A" tor Action 



Letter f r om George T. Summerlin 

April 5, 1940 

Encloses desoatch f r om l~on Taylor transmitting 
a cooy of e letter f r om Car dinal Maglione and ~i.ft 
of two copies of Annuar lo Pontificio- - pnrchment 
bound cooy f "r the President anrl the other on e for 
Secretar y of State . 

!Jy Taylor was requested to convey to the Cardinal an 
appr opriate expression of the President ' s appr eciation 
f or the p;ift . 

The following l etters were attached to the book and 
sent to the V~ite Bcuse : 
Letter to Sec of Stata from Uyron Taylor-- March 8 , 1940 
r e Annuario Pontificio(Pontifical Year Book) which 
was forwarded by the Cardinal to Taylor together with 
his letter dated Feb 29 , 1940. 

--1" ' 



. ' 
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Tho Pope ' 1 Iotter or ll&reb 16, 1940 

wh1oh ... hande~ to tho Prealdent 

by Sucnor Wellea 1• attached . 



J 

Ky dear Kr. Pre sident: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April G. 19:!9 

With reference to your memorandum of April 1, 

1940 concerning publioation of the Pope's letter, 

it has been decided alter due consideration of all 

aspects not to publish the letter unless you should 

wish otherwise. Mr. Taylor hae been eo informed. 

The orig inal or. 

Fait 

Enoloeure: 

From Pope P1ue XII, 
lo!aroh 16, 1940. 

The Pree1dent, 

The White Houae. 

let ter ie returned herewith. 

youre, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTON 

MKII)JWIPUM fOil 

'Ill& SCM!t.Rr ~ SfAft 
!D 1DIDER IICREtUr or stAn 

QHNI tqlor ba• •*e4 
lt aM Pope • • le,ter h lo be 

11•• o111; bere eo Oa' U oan 

be glftn oa\ 1n ~ d taae 

..... U... WUl· 701l -.ke ... 

4eoldon an4 4M• tibe le\\el' 

Dee4 a peplJ'J 

r. D. R. 



-
TI<E UNOER SECRtTARY 0~ STATE 

WASHINGTON 

lla.reh 30, 1940. 

Ky dear Kr. Pree1dent: 

I enclose a copy ot a telesram received !rom Mr. 
Kyron Taylor in Rome in ret>ard to the publication 
ot the Pope's letter wh1oh I handed to you this 
morning. It seems apparent that the Vatican desires 
t o give publicity to th1e communication wh1oh could here 
be done by having copies handed to the prase by 
Kr. Early. 

It you approve, a delay ot th1rty-eix hours 
would eeem desirable in order that the Vktican might 
be informed 1n eufticient tlllle to make arrangements 
tor simultaneous pub 

Fait 

Enclosure: 
From Rome, 
Karch 29, 1940. 

The President, 

The White Houee . 

ation. 

yours , 



M arch 80 1940 

MJ 4e&r Mr. PrllldiD\1 

l IDDlOII & OOpJ ot a \lll&r&a ri011Yid troa Mr. 

Mrron !&Jlor 1n ~· 1n r•&&rd \o \be publ11&\1on 

ot \be Pope'• 11\hr wh1oh l h&A414 \o )'Oil \h11 

•o~. 1\ ••••• apparen\ \h&\ \he Va\1eaa dee1re• 

\o ~YI publlol\7 \o \h11 -unleaUon wh1oh oolll4 hire 

'bl 4olll b)' .baY1D& oop1el haa4ed \o \he preu bJ 

Mr • liOal'lJ. 

It JOil approYe, a dela7 ot th1r\7-11x houra 

wo~&l4 .... 4u1rabll 1n order \ba\ \.be Vatloan • 1&)1\ 

be !Atoned 1n alltt1o1en\ \181 \o 8alte &rr&D6-Dtl 

tor 1181&1\alllolla publ1oa\1on . 

Fa1\htu11)' )'Oilrl, 

ilnoloa~&r~ : 

rroa ~~o.ae, 
l&arlh 19, lMO. 

The Pre1141n\, 

Thl lh1\e HOilll· 

;>uOlDer We l les 



6 

Go fV l..o <bxc.e.L'1'<!4 t~ 

~Y!Y7/lflra !Aoitr/l rY Y!(}aJO?(r!/ 
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f,,. /f"t;; t!.rrt"//(.m;.y­

J/rr/J.--f/1/1 9 rlfr/lfl , 0-lrJri.Jfl'r/1 

J~..;/ r!..rr-r/'fr-/,/ .'/;r.· 

of!/rtr/i/f cmd /1'!-"t'.ytr/'i(y. 

,..,._ 
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'Y)Pu -<-> -r .,. "' ~""''-' "-..../"'~7 aff~ """ ~~-.. & •. e..~13 b.f""" <u • il""'" 
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''J ~r., .. , e"'.~.,._t.._.,, ··~ tf"3c r. .. "'"'(o ""f ........ "". ~'""-(J ,)oJOot'o~ • .co ,t .. ._ .... t ,~ff._...,.._~t.:t .. , f 

' 
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~...., ... ~t ~......,. r~"- .. St . .J>.~· •. u;., f(,tr. ""7 ·{ .'>l~r... 1,91tc>, 

, IIU , ,~ 
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llrpartmrnt of l tn tt 
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l.etler drar1ed 

The Pr(l.sident , 
The ',ihi te Jious~ . 

• • u••••·-•• .. •.,·-· I llt&"l 
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~ dear~. Proa14ont: 

OCPAftTIC E NT 0' 8TATC 
WA I HI NQTO N 

Juno 18 , 1940 

In compliance w1 til your memorandum ot llay 2~, 
1940, I enclose a sussosted reply which J.!r , Taylor 
may care to make to tho note vorbalo from tho Vatican , 
together with a co•er1ng letter to ~. Taylor tor 
your oignature. 

Faithfully yours, 

Enc l osur es: 
Letter to llr. 
Uote verbalo; 
Copy ot letter to 
Cocaiaaion tor Polish Relief; Note verbals from Tho Vatican. 

Tho Pres14ont, 

The 'Hhite Kouae . 

-



X-r 24 , 11140 

Hl>!OIWIDIJM 1'0R 

~It BP.CRETARY 0, STATE 

to prepa~ reply. 

'· D. R. 

t d r /tmb 

Letter fro• Hon . llitron C. Taylor , R01111, 4/?6/40 to the Prosldont, with 
attacb«< Note Verb o, dated [J")6/ 40, handed to llr. T~Vlor by tho 
Cardinal Secretory ot Btato, re&onling the unouccossf'ul efforts thotthe 
Holy See boo been .. kl.ng to •end r~Hor to Poland . 



.. 

111 uar ltJront 

Ra pl,1n to 10ar htto•• ot ..&;rll ::~ . lUO enclcal.n a 00117 or • rot.e ••r ale er tt:e aa&a oCate re a rdl ~ naucceatr l •:tort e t .. ,. olJ 01 Ja akln to atnd r lief to Yol~, yo~ • l ll tlnd eftClcae4 a a eato~ t~~ of note ••r~ale w.1~n 10 & ••• rJ~ tD •• 1n re~ly ~the note ••r~al• tr t • Vatican . 

lou w!ll , roba bl. ala ex~lala tlcon rallJ r daoorata _,on e a a 
c~ntatn~ ln t~11 •gtl , •• yo -r JuJ 
u ll:=t. neoeaeary. 

s. • e l tu-
... ~•ct. at 'l.er 

enc. ay 

1'er a e 1 • o !...rl , 

I ). ... ,.j 1tu/t . .., J J~; t~'J. 

ncl oa ..re . 

l onoraOle 
7Mft c. Ta.,lcr, 

f era r41 R•.,re• tat!•• 
t he • r.a1 o t , 

Vat1ea tt; . 

t 

.. 



Un.l ted. St.at.ea to 81• BoUD••• , !-'ope 1'1ua XII . P1"•••ata 

hb oG~~Pu-nta ~ B1a ICaiAeJ>oe the O~laal IIHI'.tat7 

or State u4 hao t he bOQ01" ~ &4Y1oe t hat ha b&o .,.'bool tte4 

t o ~he Proo14ent tho note Yerbale M. 7Sl' or 4~r1l 26, 1940 

wit h rereronce to tho unaucceooru! etrorto whieh tho ftol7 

S.• hU baaJ> .u:i115 to oel14 .ra11er t o Polan4 u4, a t the 

nq11oot or tha l'reoldent , haa tha honor to wboiH tile t ol­

l...tll,o w1 til rarua:>ce tllareto. 

loth the Prao14nt u4 the ~le ot the lftLl tecl 

Stat u are 4e~lJ .. na1t1Ye or tile .::nat ertorto whloh 

lUa .U.Ollneea , the Pope, baa JDAde , not only to pre .. .J"Ye 

but &lao to 1n4uoo peooo on tho earth; an4, .. wel l , the 

creat .. ntceo whloh h .... !teen render-.! by at. Bolin ... 

in al10Yiot1n& aa4 ... ~ln& ~er to alle'riate , the 

wtto:rin& tllot lloo - n ocouionecl •r -... 

'l'ha Oonl'!l:»nt or tho Ulllte4 otateo 1e &180 Aeeply 

oonoeroed end au1oua t hee the M.lliJalft ot r..llet llhooll4 



be anaM..: t, Lba alYUtu pu;oul•U•• or war atrtuu 

araea ln l~ro,a . 

T~ara are • nw~ar ot or&anlaatlo , aaaoola~lona 

aA4 pr1Yatft p.raoaa an &~14 tn relal , onay tor thia 

urpoaa in t!la lln1h4 teha. Tba e<>••~ ll&a no aon-

nacUon wh any ot t.uaa pr1Yah or ,1a,haUoa axcapt. 

t!lat proYi ..a by tba ila~trolltt ~at. , aM t.!le .)oYer.., 1\ io 

not o part.laiJont. 1~ aay or t Dalr reapoat!Ya aot.lYl tiaa . 

!he Oo••~•t ha8 no ro.,otlo3 la o~aotlon wit~ tbalr 

84aiolatra t lon and no oont.rol o•ar t.!lalr aot iYltloa ao 

lOA,J •• t '!l.a7 oonro~ to tile 1 ... 

!he oaly acauot tor rel1ar whloh Ia alt'!l.ar offldol 

or ,uu1- ort1o1al ao h.r •• tba JoYar ..... a t or tba lllll\M 

y\ ataa ia o~carna4 Ia t.~a ~rloan Rod C~•• · 

Tbo Oon.--D\ la, of OOW"N 1 COIIOOMad t.bat t h aN 

a!lou.l4 be o001r I 10Uon batwaon \h .. a ••rloua a,s9H1aa , eo 

tlla\ t bora will be n~ oollfllot w!ll a!l vo~l4 ba JoroJu.11o1al 

1JI,l 4.,. u •r ooa.l Ul0<1s . It 1a olao ala or tlult Lba .. 

MH•1Uu al\ou~ ba o<>or 1nata4 ao tbat t~ora a:...~t be 

40 
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e nrltct a be~ o t tn c= U 

t.l ::1 < L r 111 

He ubt~rtrU>n or stt!1 t •• Claburac •• t r t-1 &.ld 

~ or 

c.c:cbor• t.l':• co~111 n • u thl 

t P .. lhh .,u.r. n.o a~;l~ 

r r e ~n tr nJ.-

al tt.c4 1.<1 t11 C=! 11 n .r Pol1 , 

!.h.:.~ Or[•nllt.Uon ts.ll C~l.IC t.o lHCL l.o t e llol)' See 

" 1 th rerere .~. tturrot.~ . 

H rton Furroou u;>on 

.... CC<' I. 

lela • 

aocretary or 

Preot~ nt • r t 

bcon a • ct1T<Jy 



Ill replr rater to 
Sl) 

Coa.iaaioA tor Pol18h Relief, lAc. , 
420 LexiAg\011 ATillllla, 

lift York , llw Tort . 
Sire: 

June lB. 1040 

O)oA tile clirHUOA or tile Prodtu~ I han to aclTiae 

1184er ta\e o r ;.,ru 26, 1940 t.he S..reurr of IIW.\e 
t o 111o Bol!Aeaa at~•••4 a oo-m•ntoa tiOD to t he JWraoaal 
lepn-tatin of the PreaideAii of tho tlll1te4 StU•• • 1th 
nt-• • to the tan that the llolr SM ha4 4ao14..S to 
anil itaalt ot the coot ott1oea ot t he .W.rioan c-t .. iOD 
tor Poliah !WHet • • 011e ot t he a,suo1 .. thrOIIgh •lUoh 1t 
will ~rk b ita ettort t o owoeor t be people or Polaacl eel 
t bat a oODoiclera~le 1oit1al eoAtr1but1oc ha4 -•en aa4e to 
t.lle Cooalu1on u4 otber ._. 011 depoait 1.11 AMriMD ~. 
ooul4 be turoe4 o••r ror th1• p uzpoee. 

fte Bolr s .. re~~&eat..S a\ t hat tt. that •n• 'Witeat 
po .. i hle pubUoHr be s heA bot h b -1 .. &A4 1A PolaAt , 
t;o t;he rut t;bat; the Bol;r See 1a ooatributt.q larplr to 
t be Cooaloai oa•• woor k or rellet• 8JI4 • that ooaa14erat10A 
ai&ht lie s hu t o the M't'utaa• 'ldlioll would d.er1n 1A IIAll1 

...,.. 
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-.,e hola the preHnoe 1A Pollllld -DC the O~lllOD 1 1 

l'epl'IHntatiT .. ot two C&thol1o o1t1un• ot t be Ullit .. 
Skte•. • 

A nply ll&ll been Hilt torwud t o t be 8eenta1'7 ot 
Skte t o Ilia lloU ne• • tU.t t he OoTtr u.ellt ot \M Uhi'-4 

8ktu 1• d.eepl)- ooZIOerned &114 &llXio\&8 tU.t the • " • •• 
relief ahOilld be utende4 t o the o1Tillu populatioaa ot 
~ atrioken areu 1A J IU'ope; lloonnr, i t -.. point ed out 

tUt then wer e a large nl&lllber ot orauiHUODa in the 

UaUe4 Statee •nctaecl 1n r ahiq aoueT t or t hia pu:rpoae, 
\Ut t be Oonr - t ha4 110 oonneot i oc with ~ ot t!leae 

prlT&te orsantaat1ona exoept euoh •• waa proT1414 by the 

.. u~itT Aot , that the OoTe~nt waa aot a part1o1pant 

1A &a7 ot t hei r reapeot 1Te aot1Ti t 1ea aDd that ther ef ore 
1t ._. MT0114 the power ot the Pr .. 14ent t o n11111e the ~~e­

bera of t h.e Ocadaaion, u •1188 .. t l4 . '!'be Seon tary ot 
~nate t o Hie Bolin .. • wee, b.oiRTer, atrtaed t hat t he aub­

•tanoe ot hia apeo1t1o requeet ha4 been trall£11t t ed t o t he 

0..-leaion for Pollah Relief and t hat t oubtleH tbat ~u-

1aa~1on -\114 ocemnt oat e clinou,. with t he Bol y See with 

l'lferenoe ther et o . 
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DAL VATICANO, April £6 , l MO. 

llOTE Vl:.RBAl..E 

The Secretariete of State to His Ho~ ine ss hos the honor to 

edUress this co~unicLtlon tO t he Pe r sonal Representation of ~he 

Pr esiden t of ~he United ~~etes or America to Hi s Holiness tne 

Pope !Ol' the p.urp':>SC o ~ .::eking ::r.own the efrorts wh ich heve been 

made entl ere being c.ade by the Polv ::;ee t o afford e.ssistence to 

t he s tric<on people or Pol6nd . 

In earrr1nc o• tt Thei r caer'dd mission of' apostol ic chor1t-:t, 

t he Sovere1 en Pontitf3 have al .... ·e~·s been in the forefron t of t hose 

who SP'lk t o a l leviate the surre:-inc \<.!.ich i s th e inevi tabl e con- .. 

co!l! i tent end consequent. of wer . ·l"hus ~ur1ng the v.orld wer of 

1914- 1918 , the then Soverei &n Pont i ff , Pope ~enedic t XV of vener· 

ateO memo ry , me rshel l ed the resources of the :!ol y See, in men en~ 

in treasure , for the relief ot the c!·:illCJn populations in war­

t orn countrleo ·~u for t he ru.eliorotion or the l ot or mil i ta r y 

prisoners . I t is well :mov.n elsa that this Pontifical work in 

rovor or afflic t ed huoanity was continued throughout the period 

ot Uest1 t1,1tlon .,,il ich , !'lotcbly in Ueroe.ny, followed the cessa tion 

of hostil1 t i es . 

The s&d conditions ensu i ng upon the occupeti~n of Pol and i n 

the autumn or last year made an instant oppeol to the pa ternal 

compassion of t he present ITaly Fathe r 7~o imoedioto l y sought by 

To the Per sonal Repreeente t1on 
of the Pr esi dent of the United States or America 
to Hi~ ffol ineso the Pope, 

R 0 Ll E . 
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every means in Hia pO••er to extend, in edd1 tion to spirituel co::~rort, 

t•.et .eteriel help w ich """ 8<> •orely needed b" the people or the t 

country . Beginning in Oct~~e~ 19~9. ortici&l represe tetlons ~ere 

mu1e to the GovernMent or the ~eioh with a view to securing pesseee 

'nto J>olend of the relief at tha diepo~! tion of the !!oly See . The 

replies or the Germen ~overnnent to these end to re,eeted subse~uent 

re;lre~en t&tlon& "er" d 1letory nnd eveei ve. n11 endeavor Y.es then cede 

to send ~~n~y to t ~ ~istreseed ?ol3s ir. orJer thct they might be in 

e position to helr them•clves, but the restrictions imposed end the 

unfavorabl e rote or u<:cilange off1.re~ wera auch es to Justify the rear 

thet by this .:&una onl;· e -=:ell proportior. ?f effective eid ,.,oulc! 

.!ltimetely reuch ita desticnt.ion . ul:en lt f!r.elly bect-:e evident that 

! ~ "P~ not the purpoeo or t>te Gerottn ::overncen t to p~ "'lll r the Holy ;;;ee, 

ir. I• e own name, to minister to the needs of tlltlGe people in tlleir 

tragic plight, there rer~eined no recourse but to look ehe·t~here for 

means or errivir~ at the lestreu end . 

Accordingly when inforcetion re•ehe~ the "oly See thet the ~er~en 

O::overnnent had ot;roed to ello\\ the ,.znerlccn "Com.niuion for Polish 

Relief" t o senJ tupplien into Pol~nd tno t o st•tlon repr~•entetivoa 

there for t:le ;>UT!)O .. Of sUptrViaint; the distribUtion Of t hese SUppliet 

to t he ctvilien population, tile .. oly .;~ee su. in thie pen::ission e p •­

sible cht~nnel for c" .unlcetin., ita own relief to t'.e .'olee . It ie 

true t hot ot t he ee-:e time it wee reported relinbly from Berlin thu~ 

tllo Cert.en euthoritioa, v,hile euthor1z1nt: the r epresentatives or the 

"Com:::iesion f or Polieh rlelief" to rer.ein et .. eree" to receive the 
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supplies shipped rrom ~erloe, ~ould not ~er~lt the~ to exerolae 

effect! ve super' 1sion over dhtrl butlon . ::evert~eless, In ~p1te or 
~his di•ereper:ov In the int:wnatlon lr. Its pODsese!on, the !oly .-ee, 

in Vi ew Of the urt;cnt neeea11! ~;· Of i!O~ tlng l :rJDediete eld tO e J>eonle 

In desoerate strtiito, hcb oeoid~d t u cveil itself or t he good offices 

or the l.mericen 'Co:oJlrioa lon tor l'ol1sh f•e lief" ns one or the eeenole• 

throut;h which it will • or'< in 1 ts e f for~s to succor the Pole a . Hie 

:..xcelleney the :..poetollo ... elt~Lte et · .. e.r!lingt-:m, under lr.atructions 

troo this ~ecret .. ,..1t.te ~~ .:>tt.te, !":ta8 elr<Pady t.t•rned over t.o the field 

C~l•slon e consl~ero~le 1r1t!cl contrl~ution, end other ~~~ e~a on 

c1epos1 t in . .z.c:-1cen t't•n:ul rot· rurt~c:r contributions . 

The !!oly ::.e<> Is convlncP;1 t~ret til~ .. or'< of the "Comr~lsaion t or 

l'olieh Relief" w1ll be rrer tly roc111 tated e.mone thG l'oliah peopl e' 

most or whom are Cotholics , H the widest posEiblt p•tbl1city ia given , 

both i n Americe end in l'olend , to the feet t.het the Holy See ia con­

tributing larc;ely t o tho COU':Iit&l ons .. ork or relief. To thh end, it 

he~ been sus ested that conal!erbt ion might be given to the adventece 

which would derive ln ~any ways rrom the p~eaence in Foland emont •he 

Co=lsdon' s re;>r~aetott.tive~ Of t .. O '::atnolic citizens Of the l!r.ltei 

St6tes . 

The Secreterie t e or St• to, therefore, expresses the hone that 

the l'erson&l Repreoentetion or t he President of the United Jtote~ 

or . .merice to 'lis Holinase t he Pope mo y inform Hie Lxcollenoy the 

lreni1ent of the moti ves which ac tuate t he Holy Jee in ita oontribu-
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tlona to th1s noble ohttr1uble undortak.lng, IJ:d t.hflt "1s :..xeellenev 
a:r rlr.d IL ~oul~la to ler.d t .e Mo.h prenlt•e or hie eupport to 

tt'e eoh1eve::e.nt o! the tt.o ~urpoae• aet ti>rth 1n the .,reee~lng 
perogroph . 



STANDARD FORM N o. 14A 
AlfttOIIEI) IY THI PRWDlNT 

MMCM 10. ltzl 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS GOVERNMENT RATES 

O.ABLJ: YIA S'l'Aft DEPAR!Mift 

TAYLOR 
VATICAN CI'fr 
ITA~% 

FROM 

AUGUST 1940 

••• .~ ... l 

DELIGHTED '1'0 SEE YOU EARLY SEHDIBER BU'1' PIJ:ASE BE SURE '10 

DO NO FORM OF mAVJCLING UNLESS FULLY APPROVED BY MEDICAL 

.ADVISERS. YOUR HEAL'l'H IS MY PRINCIPAL CONCJ:RR. WARMEST 

REGARDS 

\ 



STANDARD F O RM N o . t•A 
Alfti<Wm IY THI PIIWDIXT 

MNICH 10, 1121 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS GOVERNMENT RATES 

T.I:.Ll:GRAM 
THf\OUGH STATE DE. M\TlmNT 
THROUGH 
J:.::.IDASSY, .ROJE . 

Hon. ~yron Taylor : 

fROM 

Aubus t 16, 1940 . 

• • • l~MII 

Del i &hted you are strong enough t o travel t o Rome . 
Take care of yoursel f . 

HOOSEVELT. 



) 

JIL 

Sr:crctary of Sto.tE, 

IVo.nl'ington . 

25, August 16, 4 p . m. 

GRAY 

FLORENCE 

DatEd Augus t 16, 1940 

Rcc ld 1:10 p .m. 

For th£ Prceidr:nt from i~ron Taylor. 

"Lac.vi ng for Rome Saturday, Ti ·:;tma.r •• jo'.no l!lE 

thr:rr: .• 

PUTNAll 

CSB 
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Con! Memo to Myron Taylor from FOR---September lS, 1940 

Aaka for hie thought on enoloeed letter to FDR from 

Paul Appleby, Acting Sec of Agriculture, re Wallacea 

diacuaaion with the President concerning relation ot 

present regime in France to various religious groupa 

in other countries--attache• additional information 

whioh telh of prenoue activities of n- Frenoh Amb 

to 0. S,--!1, Henry Baye who -• closely affiliated with 

Mr . Bitler's agent , Abetz. 

Mr . Taylors reply of Sept 16 , 1940 attached. 

See:Wallaoe-Dra•er l - 1940 
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Yov Bo11aeHa-

11pOil b.le ............. aal'ecl ....... 
.... .,.nll'fiOillll C. fqlAr 41117 hllY_.ecl to • rwr 
....... d A ... , ••,r-•uaal allll I aa ctee~ 
poautw "' Y~ aoua•••' ......, ••• 1oa d 
uUataoUon OODOenlDC .... tqlor•• •ta•1oll· 

JIU'Ucnalar aote ba• "-• '•'• d tbe 
•• ._.._. of Yow llolla .. •• ooat11nllae etfarta 
to f1a4 •• w.z ... .,.. •• -~- ...... ...-.1 .. 
•' oal.7 ot pw n•or, IN\ a1eo of freeS• 
fNin perpetal alaN ucl 01111 a "-al\J for a. 
epll'lhal allll •t_.1&1 ' ot• IT' d II •nr. 
It .... lllpw'aUn \bat \Ala ....U +•11 ao' 
M a'lluc10M4, ao •"• .._ ileep DQ M a. 
+dr of ........ , •tr1fe. n 1a ......ur 
..... ..,. to rall&e tb.a' peaoe •• YoV llollM .. 
ooaoeln• n .. , 1te ••ect 1IPOD u.. r••tata11•• at 
d Cbl'leUaa law allll 4Mtlrlae u tile pt.41• 
pl'laos,l•• alob p9era u. rel&Uoa• of,... 
.. uc1 tHe •U••· fte ~pli'Ual true• a1111 
pollti.Ml w.p.401l0e wll1ola •1•• ..U poulltle 
tbla •• nullS ot tlae • ..._._.. d peaoe tbu 
11nun a ..... ...., part d .., ea • pe.l. Ia 
a. a..aoob of u, the oo.•n nt aa4 puple ot 
t1ae Ddtect 1\atea are sla4 to leecl tlaell' Q e•• 
aa4 ~· tlaell' effort• • 

.., I ....... Yow llo'l•aa ot IIIII' 
proto-.t appreoldloa ot U.. noept1oll anulect 
to .... tqlar aa4 of,._. •auc• d poll w111. 



IJ.a loll.Deaa 
P1u Ul, 

..... ot ... '•''- Cll.,. 



D£PARTMIENT 0, IITATE: 
WAIIHINOTON 

September 25 , 1940 

My dear Mr. President: 

In compliance tl1 th your reoueet of September 16, 
I enclose a draft of a possi ble reply to t he communica­
tion which you have r eceived !rom Pope Pius XII, which 
i s returned herewith. 

Faithfully yours , 

Enclosure: 

1. Draft . 
2 . Coccun1oat1on from 

Pope PiuA XII. 

The President, 

The White House . 



YoW" Hol1naea: 

Vpon hie return to the United 8tatee, Mr. MJTon o. 

Ta7lor duly del1Yered to me your meesage or Auguet 22nd 

and I am deeply gratified b7 Your Bolineaa1 e~reaaion 

or eatiarno tion oonoerning Mr. Taylor'• miseion. 

Particular note hae been taken or t he aaeuranee or 

Your Holi neaa 1 continuing errorte to rind the vay to a 

peace vhloh bears promise not only or peraanenoy, but 

aleo or rreedom !rom perpetual al&rm and opportun1 t7 ror 

the epiritual and material improYement or humanity. It 

eeeme 1mperatiYe that th1e search ehall not be abandoned, 

DO matter hOV deep may be the ehadOV Of the preeent 

etri.re. It ie equally neoeeenry to real1to thAt peaoe 

ao Your Holineee conoeiYee it muet be baaed upon the 

reeotabliahment or Ohrietian law and doctrine ae the 

guiding pr1no1pleo vh1oh goYern the r elatione or tree man 

and tree nations. The opiri tual freedom and poll tical 

independence vnioh alone make possible th1e rebuildi ng 

H1a Holineaa 

Piua XII, 

State or the Vatican Olt7. 

or 
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or the structur e or peaoe thue become a neoeeeary part 

or our common goal . In t he eearoh tor it, the Govern-

mont and people or t he United States are gl ad to lend 

their sympat hy and to devote their efforts . 

)!ay I aBOure Your Hol1neeo of my profound appro-

elation or the r eception aceordod to Mr. Ta:rlor and cr 

your gessage ot good will . 

WAy I aleo take th1o occasion to send to Your 

Holineee my very deep peroon~l good wiehes end to 

express my hope and w1eh tor your continued good 

hea lth. The whole world needs you i n ita eaarch tor 

peace and good will. 
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