


.H.ugust 29 » 1934 .
My dear Mre. Roosevelt:

I was so happy to hear from you and to
know that you had enjoyed your stay in Paris, although
I wae sure you yould, What ie more, I know you gave
a lot of pleasure to many other people,

I am happy, too, to know from the paners
that the President is with you at Hyde Park, I know
what that means, both to you and to him., Do give my
love to him and to Mrs, Franklin Roosevelt,

Aleen and I left here on the 3rd of
August on the "Empress of Australia" and went to
Norway, winding up at Copenhagen, We had two dear
old friends from Louieville with us, Mr, and Mrs. Cox.
I had ten days with them, but had to leave them at
Copenhagen and come back to London for the seseions
of the International Theat Commission, I took a plane
from Copenhagen at 3:15 in the afternoon, and arrived
in London at nine o'clock the same evening, We stopped
for a few minutes at Hamburgh---the first time I had
been in Germany since before the war———and it gave me
& peculiar sensation, Nothing happened except that
basséngers on the plane and the pilots were not allowed
to even go into the little station, We were allowed to
get out of the plane and walk a few feet away from
1t so that we could emoke,

The sessions of the Wheat Committee were
long and trying., For over a week we had to put in
about ten hours a day, but I believe we accomplished
something worth while, which was largely due to the
fine work done by Mr, MacMurray, who is now our
Minieter at Riga, and who is Vice-Chairman of the Com-
miesion,



lhen the Vheat Commission sessions weére over———
Aleen still being away-—-I went up to Wales for two
dayes for a little rest and change. As it happened,
the Princess Victoria, the King's eister, was staying
at the same place, I had not met her before, but she
sent a message to me asking me to come to her, which,
of course, I did at once. She told me she wanted
especially to tell me how Teally delighted the King
and Queen had been to have the opportunity to meet
you, and how much they admired you, and went on to tell
me that the whole Royal family had the greatest admira-
tion and respect for the President,

I hope and expect that I can g0 home shortly
before Christmas, and when I know vhen I shall reach
New York, I shall write you in advance, because I do
want to see you very much.

I know Aleen would want to join me in sending
our love to you,

As ever,

Affectionately yours,

ottty fon



October 1, 1924,
My dear Nre, Rooeevelt:

I am encloeing a letter to the President, vhich
I wvant to reach him personally, Mster'e nroblems resemble
our own, anc it is poseible that something of real velue might
come out of a study of their experiences over the last fourteen
years,

I had a very heppy experience at Barnetaple in
Devon on September 2lst, I am sending you a copy of the loecal
newepaper which gives a full account of it, I must say I
never met with such kindnese and hospitelity in my life,

I am also eending you a copy of a charming letter
which I have just received from ¥r, Stanley Baldwin., I have
alwaye respected him, and now I have come to like and trust him,

Aleen and I hope now to sail on the Manhattan on
December 15th, and we should land in New York some time on
the 22nd, and we ghall be goinpg on to lLouieville the afternoon
of the 23rd, At any rate, we certainly ought to be in by
the morning of the 23rd, and I hope you will be in New York City
at that time, so that I can go to see you,

I know Aleen would want to join me in sending our
love to you,

Ae always,
S8incerely your friend,



October 18, 1934,
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

When you have the opportunity I should
be glad if you would tell the President the following:

Ulric Bell, whom he knows well, is the head
of my Courier-Journal Bureau at Washington, and is a
devoted friend and admirer of the President, Recently
Jouett Shouse, who was hired to try to defeat the
President's nomination, and who has now been hired to
try to hinder the work he is doing for our country,
approached Ulric Bell and offered him $18,000 a year
to do publicity work for the gang Shouse represents,
Ulric gets $6000 from the Courier-Journal, Of course,
he instantly turned the offer down and told me
about it merely as a matter of news, adding that no
amount of money would have induced him to take the job.

Of course, thie isg wholly confidential, but I
think it would please the President to know it,

Aleenand T send our love to you.

Affectionately your friend,

Ll_at./l_l/(_\-
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February 6, 1035.
LEMORANDUL FOR AMBASSADOR BIHGM:

Felix Frankfurter writes me ss follows and I

et SIS

hope that it may bDe helpful in the matter of the Professorshilp

about which you wrote me:

"If there is stlll time for s suggeetion
regarding the Harmeworth Professorshlp then I
ghould like to meke a proposal which, though
novel, may have some sense to it. I propose
Lewis Einstein, who, though not an acasdemioian
is a real historian. He hae, I belleve, written
more important books on American hlstory than
have all but a handful of the moet dlstingulshed
of American historians. Though a profeesional
diplomat he has been all his 1life =2 gentleman
gcholar. Hie "Tudor Ideale", "Roosevelt, his
Mind in Actlon" and "Divided Loyaltlies" -- to
mention only some of his writinge - bear witnese
to hie qualities. And I have hesrd Mr. Justice
Holmes, during the laat twenty-five yeare
frequently refer with the highest regard to
Eingtein's scholarship. And it is not uncommon
in England to teke & scholarly man from the
world of affaire for acedemic posts. FRecently
Arthur Selter wae made a professor of government
at Oxford. I have no doubt that Elnstein could
amply fulfil the academic duties of hie post.

And on the representative gide he would
admirably fill the bill. He 1a at home in the
social and political life of England -- he has
a house in London -- but unllke not a few of our
countrymen he 1s totally devoid of snobbery, or
that sense of inferiority whlch mnkee some people
whom you and I know feel they are breathing
better air when they are in Mayfalr. In other
words Einstein is civilized and tactful, and



appreciative and underetanding of the English,
he 8till remalns a robust American. And
I think he would be intelligent and sympathetic
in his interpretation of the democratic forces
of our country and of the scelal purpoees that
lie behind them. Einstein really has an un-
ccmmon comblnation of qualificatione. He is a
scholar, well versed in the affairs of the
world, can write and speak admirably, has a
liberal outlook, and has money. In the words
of Helne, "Mein Liebohen wag willst Du noch
mehr.
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April 30, 1835,

Dear Mr. President:

I am really delighted that yon 1like the rod
and reel and enjoyed using them,

I don't know jnat what happened, but I did not
receive heretofore your note in repard to looking up certain
naval higtorical recorde, Immediately upon receint of your
letter I arranpred for Capt. Howard to po over and take it
up with Admiral Dickens, vho is Chief of Naval Intelligence
and whom I know rather well personally, By the way, he
ig a rrand-son of Charles Dickene, The Admiral was very
mch interested and sent for the librarien at once, and
he ie now going through the recorde, and I expect to get
photoetatic copies made of them and send them over to you
ae soon ae they are ready,

I don't know Rudyard Kipling, but I have been
rlected an Honorary Vice-Fresident of the Kipling Bocliety,
and have some touch with him, and I should be rlad
to tranemit any messare to him you wieshed to send him,

I am glad that you will see Sir Josiah Stamp,
ae he ie very influential here, and, vhile he has criticized

some of your program, he has not been etupid or malicious



about 1t, and he is so intelligent I think he wvould see
the light if he had a chance to talk to you.
With many thanke for your letter,
Very sincerely yours,
The President,

The Vhite House,
Waehington,



May 10, 1935,
Dear Mr., President:
I was distressed when I heard that former
Governor Beckham had oncluded that he could not become
a candidate for the Democratic nomination for Gpvernor of
Kentucky, and I know it was due to Mrs, Beckham's physical
and mental condition following the death of her son,
Every effort is now being made to work out a
solution of the difficult eituation there,
I have just heard today that Judge Dawson, of
the Western Federal District of Kentucky, is again talking
of reelgning to take on a position with an insurance company
with which he has been flirting for some time, In the
event of a vacancy there I should like to have the opportunity

to give you what I know about the person or persons whose

' qualifications I think would qualify them for appointment.

I venture to suggest for your coneideration the
appointment of Gov, Beckham as a member of the Board of
National Welfare Pension Board, If appointed, he would fill
the position honorably and ably.

8incerely yours,

ot ittt s gl
The President, ?

The White House,
Washington,



May 10, 13935,
Dear Mr., President:

Wide-spread publicity was glven here to the
statements of certain officere before the House Committee
on Military Affaire outlining the plans for the selzure
of British Islande and air bases contra Canada. The
etatement caueed wide-spread discussion and resentment here,
Your statement, however, on the subject, cleared up the
whole situation entirely and restored our relations with
the British government and the Britieh people toc the
proper friendly basis,

Sincerely yours,

Mottt g

The President,
The White House,
Waeh ington,



=

June 1, 1935,

Dear Mr, President:

At a recent funetion at Buckinrham Falace,
the King eent for me and told me that he manted to tell
me how greatly he appreciated your personal letter to
him, and that he wae happy to feel that you and he were
friends, and both striving to maintain peace in the world,
and to lead the British and American peonles along the
pathway of progress and prosperity, There 18 no question
ebout the epontaneous enthusiaam dieplayed by all claszses
of people here towarde the King and Queen during the Jubilee
celebrations, It was more than a tribute to the head of
the state because 1t was an expreesion as well of gratitude
and affeotion to a friend who had wisely and conscientiously
and ably served them all,

S8incerely yours,

The President, W

The White Houese,
Washington,
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June 28, 1835,

Dear Mr, President:

I am enclosing a letter from Admiral Dickens
which I have just received., It would appear that they have mow
supplied all the information which they could obtain,

S8incerely youre,

M.fém

The President,
The White Houee,
Washington,



Naval Staff,
Intelligence Division,
ADMIRALTY, S.W.1l.

26th June, 1935,

Dear Ambassador,

Your letter of the 24th June has given my
staff and myself much pleasure. We deeply
appreclate your thanks for the little we have done
and are extremely proud to have received a message
from the President of the United States. hat
is a unigue honour,

Perhaps you would be kind enough to mention
this when you again write to him.

Your letter crossed one from me to
Captain Howard enclosing further particulars of the
campaign. I am afraid that covers all the matter
we can find on the subject, but if at any future
time further discoveries are made, we will let you know.

With many thanks,

Believe me,
Yours sincerely,

i.jt;ﬂ::i \?l;ciuhaﬁg'

s

His Excellency the Hon, Robert Worth Bingham.



July 11, 1935.

Dear Bob:-

I am delighted to have your interesting
letter of June twenty-eighth. I agree with you that
the British will probably not do much converesing
with us until after their general election snd
that they are beginning to realize that a greater
friendliness to us would not hurt them.

Many years ago 1 came to the reluctant
concluelon that 1t i1s a mistake to make advances
to the British Government; practical results can
be accomplished only when they make the advances
themselves. They are a funny people and, though
always polite, can be counted on when thingl are
going well with them to show a national selfish-
ness towards other nations which makes mutual
helpfulness very @ifficult to accomplish. Thelr
average conception of mutuality Aiffers from mine.

Let me tell you a secret which is not
to go beyond your own ears. Sir Josimh ﬂtl.g
wrote Morgenthau and suggested that, as Leith-Ross
will pase through Toronto on his way to China in
Augugt, Morgenthau should proceed to the border
incognito and have a conference with Leith-Ross -
informally, unofficlally and wholly secret! I
could not l'ulp remember that Leith-Ross 1s merely
a financlal adviger to the Chancellor of the
Exchequer and that Morgenthau 1e the Secretary
of the Treasury of the United States. I could not

PSF : &, :.q



help wondering what Neville Chamberlain would say

Af George Harrison of the Federsl Regerve Bank in
New York were to write Chamberlain that George

Hams, a financial advieger in our Treasury Department,
was going to Belglum this summer and gesting

that Neville Chamberlain run over to Belglum to see
George Hams! Can you imagine the expression on
Neville Chamberlain's face? That is the kind of
stupld thing that our British friends sometimes

try to perpetrate on thelr American coueins!

I fear me that the Britigh have, in
the German Navel agreement, let thempelves in for
real resentment on the Continent, and also for much
trouble to themeelveg in the days to come. I cannot
forget that Germany's new Naval program, Just an-
nounced, shows a number of submarines and other
ships practically completed. In other words,
Germany began to violate her Treaty obligations
from two to three years « What is to prevent
Germany from 'hh“ﬂfm 8 new agresment and calmly
announcing the violat after she has doubled her
new allowance of submarines, crulsers, etc., etec.?

Most highly confidential -- will you
try to keep your ear open for any suggestlons
that England and Oermany have agreed on certaln
other important pointe not connected with or in-
cluded in the Naval announcement?

A very wise old bird tells me that a
number of rtant world forces, including the
British, d much like to involve us in some
way -=— any way -- in the world's oritical problems.

As ever yours,

Honorable Robert W. Bingham
fmerican Snbassy, 2
London,

England.



June 28, 1935,

Dear My, President:

I think you will be interested to know that
the speech which the Prince of Wales recentlv made at a
meeting of the British Legion, in which he suggested
an exchange of visite between German and British veterans
and forgetting the past, was not only not sugrested by the
government, but, on the contrary, I am reliable informed the
government addresesed a strongly-worded commnication of
protest to him on the subject.

The British are tending more and more to the
view that they muet improve their relations with us. The
situation in Europe itself is bad enough, though not so bad
ae 1t has been, but the Far East situation ie so ominous that
they are beginning to realize it is to their interest to cul-
tivate better relations with use, This may be at the bottom
of reporte that Ramsay MacDonald is contemplating a vieit
to the United States in order to have a conference with you,
You may already have information on this subject which has
not reached ues, So far, we have no official confirmation of

theee reportse,



At the rate at which their minde are moving, it
seeme probable to me that they will make some propoeals to us
within the next few monthe, although probably not until after
their general election. Meanwhile, I can only repeat what I
have said to you before, that I am convinced we should leave
them entirely alone until they are ready to come to us,

Their naval agreement with Germany may have been
desirable from their standpoint, although the clause per-
mitting Germany to build up to 100% of British submarine
gtrength whenever Germany thought it desirable to do so, has
been severely criticirzed by many influential people here. In
addition, the method pursued, apart from the agreement itself,
has undoubtedly aroused bitter resentment in France, and I
think in Italy as well, because, after the Stresa meeting,
both the French and the Italians claimed the naval conferences
between the British and the Germane were to be merely exploratory,
and that they were not informed of an a ctual agreement until
it wae an accompliched fact, The position taken by the Government,
however, is that France missed several opportunities for an
agreement with Germany on a much better basis than they finally
had to submit to, which they think wae a mistake, and they felt

they had a chance of an agreement with Germany which they could



not afford to let pass, as the French had done,

Many influential people here, though, feel that
no agreement with Germany is worth anything, because they do
not believe Germany will keep any promise, I believe the
whole purpose of the government now is to try to keep everything
as quiet as possible until after their general election, Although
ome time ago the tide was ruming strongly against the present
national government, I think that has turned, and indications
now are that the present government will be returned, If
and when thie happens I think they are likely to reach out
towards ue, but, in the absence of some event which cannot now
be foreseen, I doubt if we can accomplish anything on
stabilization or otherwise until after the election,

It goes without saying that I shall be glad to
comminicate my viewe on the whole subject to you, either in
writing or in person, whenever you think it desirable to do so,

Sincerely yours,

R L

The President,
The White Hquse,
Washington.
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August 22, 1935,

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS LeHAND

Secretary Morgenthau has
read the attached letter from
Amﬁaasador Bingham and 1s re-

turning 1t as requested.

HY\'VV\ CLLMﬂMAHHhQJula

Private Secretary.









December €, 1935,

Dear My, President:

I have juet received your letter of November
23rd about the Rev, Endicott Peabody, I am very glad you
wrote to me ahout him and I shall take this matter up at
once in the hope of being able to help to ecarry out your
wishee, and also to play some part in helping to bring
about the granting of thie honor to one of our countrymen
vho has achieved such notable distinetion,

Tith kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,
The President,

The Thite House,
Washington,



London, December 24, 1935,

Dear Mr. President:

I have not attempted to reply by letter to the
questions with reference to the Italien sltuation in
your recent letter because conditions were changing so
rapidly from cday to day I felt I could give ¥ou better
information through my deily despatches.

I heard the debate in the House of Commons on
Thursdey, the 19th, in connection with Sir Semuel Hoare's
resignation. The peace proposal he made was made with
the full knowledge &nd approvel of the entire Cabinet,
with the possible exception of Anthony Eden. The
British Government adopted this policy because they were
convinced they were on the eve of a war with Italy, with
no assurence of real support from any quarter. They be-
lieved the moment hostilities began between Englend and
Italy, this would so pley into Germany's hands the re-
sult might mean & generel war in Europe. In addition, they
were confident Japan woulc teke advantage of the situastion to

take/

The FPresident,
The White House,
Washington,.
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take at least all North China. It was on the basis
of these bellefs they made the peamce proposal. They
hed expeeted to break the news of the proposel to

the British public in their own way; but the leak ceme
from Faris, es they might have known it would come,
end such a storm of oppoeltion arose they coneluded
that they would heve to back down.

In my cpinion, the only member of the Government
who came out of this situation untarnished was Sir
Semuel Hoare, His statement in the House of Commons
was definite, sincere end strong. He mede no attack
on his colleagues and no effort to shift the blame but
definitely refused to recant. Mr. Baldwin's statement
was week end unconvineing, end the faet that he and his
colleagues made a scapegoat of Hoere has dameged EBald-
win's prestige greatly. There is & widespread belief
that Hoare will come back in some capacity, though not
as Foreign Secretary, end that Baldwin will go, within
the next year or two.

Eden's appointment has been well received, and
it ie generally believed that he was the only member
of the Cebinet who took e position sgeinst the so-called

Hoare-Laval pesce propoeels, In my own opinion, the
Government/
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Government would be in & stronger position if they hed
taken the publiec into their confidence as to their
reasons for meking this proposal, end hed supported
Hoare instead of deserting him., Eden's appointment
has, as I have stated, been well received and it is
generally believed here that there 1s & better prospect
now of actual colleetive section then hees existed here-
tofore, The better informed people here regard Germany
as the real menece but there is much pro-German sen-
timent in the country and widespreed criticism of
France, and some ectual feel of antagonism and hostility.
The Frince of Wales hes become the Germen protagonist.
Some months ago he proposed fraternlizing between the
British and German ex-Service men, which caused much
eriticism in many querters and resulted in a statement
by Hoare to the French Ambegesador thet he hed made this
proposal on his own initiative and not only without

the knowledge of the Government, btut that the Government
hed informed him of its disapproval. Quite recently,
et & large public dinner, he made encther pro-German
gtatement, which wae not well received by the audience

end which was hushed up in the newepapers.
In/
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In my opinion, the British Government will not
attempt to press sanctions further, espeeially oil
sanetions, without definite commitments of a military
character, not only from France but from other
members of the League.

Meanwhile, there 1s much apprehension that if and
when things begin to go really bedly for Itely,
Mussolini will conclude thet he cennot afford to lose
to Abyssinia, and will provoke & wer with Englend,
on the theory that while he cannot afford to lose to
Abyssinia he might meintein his position at the head
of his own country if he loses to England.

Sincerely yours,

AL‘LFJ—Lw¥i~;—,£ﬂ“*—*'
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MEMORANDUM FOR L, H,

I think one matter should be made
eotly clear. If your friends make
ocans to you to be used for educational
m--. such as selling publications for
io instruction through a non-partisan
organization, all such loans to you should
be kept separate and mot put into your own

bank account. 8 is of extrems
réance. I note that the loan is called
a contribusion., For own protection

Gu should get this lmghtlmd out, and
it is a loan it should bs mads perfeoctly
olear that it is not a contribution. As

I understand it, the proceeds from sale

of books or pamphlets wul':.‘jo into a fund
from whioch loan or loans d be repaid.
This also should be made olear,

rl
|
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The Convier-Zournal
Tue LovisviLLe TrmMES

LowvisvinLe, Ky,

¥

Maroch 19, 1936,
Dear Miss LeMand;

I am encl osing herewlith the letter which the Ambassador
would 1ike for you to give to the President, and mbout whish he telephoned
you this morning,

Sincerely youra,

bl () versman



‘Jﬂm W HINOIA ML Fresidens & Publivher Esanunn Li VI Vicr Fresident £ Gone ral Nawasper
#

@he Convier-Zonrnal
Tue LovisviLLe Times

Lowviavinie, Ky,

Mareh 19, 1938,

Dear Nr, President:

I an enclosing herewith copy of a letter which
I sent to Louls Howe enelosing a check fop $10,000.00 as a con-
tribution to an educational campalgn which he deseribed to me, and
which I thought would be useful and constructive. Yeaterday
Harvin leIntyre called me up and asked me to write ¥ou a note
in connection with it and later Louls Howe talked to me and said
that my letter was not altogether satisfactory, and that he pre-
ferred to have a form of letter which would cover the contri-
bution as a loan to a friend. I talked to Miss LeHand and
asked her to aee that you get this letter, and while she tells
me your trip has been delayed g day, I do hope you will be able to
get away tomorrow, and have g restful and helpful vacation.
Sincerely yours,
The President, ;

The White House,
Washington, D. C,



arch 16, 1936,
lly dear !r, Howe:

I was very glad 1ndeed to: see You again, and to
8@e how much you had im-roved in health. I only hope thls
improvement will econtinue, aml I belleve it wlll 1f you don't
overwork yourself, as you have done for 80 mny years,

I mn very mmch interested in the eduwational cam-
pailgn you dlscussed with me, and I am enclosing herewith &
check for [10,000.00 as a contribution to this cause,

With all good wishes and kindest rogards,

Sincerely yours,
&)

Tre=

Col., Louis M, Hmm
Hl‘rll Hospital,
u-ﬂ.ﬂhimtﬂnj De Ca



May 4, 1836,

Dear Bobi=

As ever yours,



April 21, 1938.

Dear Mr. President:

I was very sorry indeed to hear of Loule Haowe's
death, as I know the lose of such an old and loyal friend
mist have distressed you,

I have made arrangements to sail from Southampton
on May 27th, arriving in New York on June first; of course,
subject to no untoward development on this side, ae I was
advised by you, I should like to know if you have thought
of any reason to change your mind about the desirability of
my going over at that time. Of course, it goes without
saying that I am eager to do anything you want me to do,

Ray Atherton hae just returned from Paris, where
he saw Jesse Straus, Straus asked him if I was golng over
at any time during the campalign, and Atherton raplied that
he had no knowledge of any definite arrangements, but had
no doubt I would go if I waes asked to do so0. Straus then
went on to say that he understood that the Ambassadors in
Rome and Berlin nad been asked to return, but, so far, he
had had no information that he was wanted, and that he seemed
to be the only one who had been left out. I mention thie

merely for your information and consideration,



I think there is nothing so important as your re-
election, and, while I believe that is as assured as any
future event can be, I believe nothing should be left undone
which might in any way contribute to that result. However,
in the present state of affairs in FTurope, I am sure youwill
consider the poesible reaction if too many of your represen-
tatives holding the most important posts should be away
from Europe simultaneously,

The wish may be father to the thought, but as far
ae I can see now, I think it may be safer for me to leave
here than for the Ambassadors to Germany and France to go
away, and Breck Long may find himself in the same position
I seem to be in now, in a comparatively short time,

S8incerely yours,

W

The President,
The White House,
Washington.



May 5, 19328,
Dear Mr. President:

I am lookine forward with eager interest to
ealling on the 237th, and to seeing you as soon after the
firet of June as may be convenient to you,

While everything seemes to be going as well as
we could hope, it is quite poesible some desperate move
may be made about the time of the Republican Convention,
utilizing the Assocliated Press as a medium. My experience
in dealing with this organization in the 132 campaign
gives me hope that I can deal with it successfully again
if the need shonld arise, At any rate, I do want to be on
hand to watch every move by the Associated Press control, and
to do anything else which you may think desirable. I can
eee mothing here to prevent my Foing away at that time,

I am locking forward with pleasure to having
a talk with James tomorrow at twelve o'clock, and to having
him and Mre. Roosevelt for luncheon on Thureday,

Mth kindest repards,

Sincerely yours,

M—,L‘h“‘ 8
The President,

The White House,
Waehington,



Llondon, May g, 1936,

Lear Mr, President:

The "Good Neighbor" rolicy hes alresdy hed a
marked effect, even here, es displayec by the attitude
of the representatives of the Central and South
americen countries ir London, The new Minister for
Cuba celled on me recently end spoke warmly end
enthusiastically on this sub jeet, both in general snd
with specific reference to the effects of the Trade
agreement witn Cubs. In addition, he later sent me
& copy of a letter which he addressed to the TIMES
on his own initietive, which I think you would be

interested to see; hence I am enclosing it.

Sincerely yours,

f,.L_._,r—wﬂ___,ré.m___

The Presicdent,
The White House,

Washineton, DL.C.
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LEGACIGN DE CuBa
GrRAN BRETANA

e
U.S.A. AND CUBA |

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIM ES
Sir—In your very Jnteresting leading
article on * Pan-America * in The Times l
II of to-day it is stated that President ;
Roosevely |
[hn.\. consistently refused (o play the part of the
policeman nrmed with a big stick, and where, ns
in Cuba, for example, conditions have n:.isr:rl|
which seemed 1o invite or even to demand the
imtervention of the United States, he has |
endeavoured o secure the participation of the |
other American Governments, |
May I beg leave to state, |
to witness duty, not 1o show ey wif ;
Duty so great, which wit sa poor as mine. ., ., , |
that the above-mentioned reference o |
| President Roosevelt's foreign policy in |
| America is not correct because it ignores,
|ur forgets, the most important phase of |
| that poliey’s historical development 7
| The right of the United States to inter-
vene in Cuba's affairs was established b}rl
| the Treaty of Relations of May 22, 190
| That right was exercised once, in 1906, but |
Cuban and United States public opinion
have been always clearly opposed to jr. |
| After the revolution of 1933 and thanks
|tu the good will prevailing between both |
countries and 1o President Rooseveli's
|happy " good neighbour foreign policy,”
& Mew Treaty of Relations, signed on
| May 29, 1934, and duly ratified on June 9|
of the same year, not only declares that
|:I~u: Treaty of Relations of 1903
shall cease to be in force, and s sbrogated, from |
|th: date on which the present Treaty goes inio
| elfect, !
|hut clarifies, in its five articles, the staus
of the United States coaling and na'rall
station (Guantanama) in Cuba, and the |
mutual sanitary obligations of both |
countries. The new treaty puts an end o |
the right of inlervention, and is, up to
now, the foremost practical and historical |
evidence of the sincere feundations of |
President Roosevelt's foreign policy, |

Lam, &c., |
| MARTINEZ FRAGA, Minister,

Legacidn de Cuba, Gran Bretafia,
J London, April 24,
h

The
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September 4, 1938

Dear Nr. President:

Following your request to me to return
home for a few weeks prior to the election, I secured
paseage long ago0 on the Berengaria sailing on Sept, 23rd,
expeeting to eall from New York returning on Nov, 4th,

It goes without saying that I want very much to do
whatever you wish me to do, and I am retaining my space
awaiting further instructions from you,

However, the situation in Spain, as you
know, is very grave, and carries with it dangerous and
menacing poesibilities, In addition, there is grave
reason to apprehend a blow-up in France., A weak France
means a strong Germany, A serious outbreak there might
mean immediate hostile action by Germany. This country
cannot be defended from the Channel, England must fight
to save the Channel ports, and France and Belgium mast
be England's front line,

The Government and the intelligent and
well-informed people here realize this, It 18 quite
true there has been much pro-German gentiment, but
this has been steadily diminishing, and it ie an attitude
not shared by the people to whom I have referred above,

There is a pro-German cabal led by Lord Lothian and



actively fostered by the Waldorf Astors. This carries
with 1t the "Times", as the Waldorf Astors have more
influence with Geoffrey Dawson than John Astor has,
who is the real proprietor of the "Times",

Membere of the Gopvernment and the best-informed
and moet influential people here are more anxious
and apprehensive than I have ever seen them before, The
whole situation leade me to the conclusion that I
ought not to leave my post row, unless there ig a decided
change for the better in the near future, vhich does not
seem probable,

I submit my opinion on thie subjeect to you for
your coneideration, prepared,of course, to take whatever
course you deem desirable,

S8incerely yours, .
Y A
The President,

The White House,
Washington.



(ELEGRAM
@The White House
Mashington
CABLEGRAM VIA STATE DEPARTMENT

September 14, 1936,

HONORABLE ROBERT W. BINGHAM
AMERIOAN EMBABSY

LONDON
ENGLAND

IH“MMWMWMIHIII!W
numnvmammnxmunmsm
MHMIMEMHIIMNHMNIMII
LONDON THINGS HERE ARE GOING ALL RIGHT

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVEL?T



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

September 15, 1936,

Dear Miss Le Hand:

I take pleasure in enclosing herewith a copy of
& telegram, dated September 15, 1936, for the President,
from Ambassador Bingham in London,

Bincerely yours,

C. W. Gray,
Office of the Secretary.

Enclosure:
Copy of telegram,

Mles Marguerite A, Le Hand,
The White House.



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY

FROM London
Dated September 15, 1936
Rec'd B:30 a,m,

Becretary of Btate
Washington

September 15, 1 p.m.

PERSONAL FOR THE FRESIDENT,

Many thanks for your message and your approval of
my letter of September 4th, It cost me dearly to write 1t
but am convinced 1t was right course to pursue, Have too
much confidence in good sense and gratitude of great
majJority of our countrymen to have any doubts of election
result., Thanks and regards.

BINGHAM

DDM:C8 B



September 22, 1936.

Dear lir, President:

In 1823 I made a study of Consumers Cooperatives
in Great Britain and northern Ireland, becauee I thought I
might find an outlet for the producers cocoperatives I had
organized in the United States. As a result I acquired
some knovledge then of consumers cooperatives and have kept
in touch with the situation eince, This gave me sdded
interest in your Commiesion to coneider the Furopean
consumers' cooperatives, and, of course, I tried to
give them all the assistance possible. You will have
the report of this Commission, which involves more
recent and more detalled study than I have made, and
will, of course, arrive at your own conclusions based
on their report. However, I wventure to express my own
opinion that these consumers' cooperatives have con-
tributed to better the condition, both soocially and
economically, of their members, both in Great Britain
and on the Continent. From what I know of the subjeect,
they are probably better managed and more ridely distributed,
in a eense, in Sweden, than elsewhere.

The one point to which I do wish to draw your
attention is the fact that both in thies country and

throughout Turope, thece orranizations are mainly in



control of the Left groups and in some instances are
the nmucleus of actual radiecal party organizations,

I presume that you will not reach a conclusion
in any event until after the election, and I feel etrongly
it will be a dangerous subject to deal with prior, at
least, to that time,

I had a talk with Robin Hood juet before he
sailed. He is a sound man whom I have known for a long
time, and eo far &s our discussion went, I share his views,

Just recently it has come to my ears that after
Harry Hopkine made his London visit some time ago, he
commented on the fact that in spite of my long-standing
intereet in social problems, I had not gone over with
him the orogrese of the very important work he has so
ably handled. This is true, but it came about in this way:
I gave a luncheon for him to meet Bpitish officials dealing
wvith allied queetions, at which Mrs., Hppkins told me that
her husband really ought to be on a holiday, and urged me,
for hies sake, apart from those consultations with Beitish
officiales which were deemed abeolutely necessary, that he
should have as much respite from his work as poseible,

Consequently, I refrained from doing what, for instance,

I felt free to do with Chester Davis and more recently



with Secretary Roper, namely, to talk with them at length
myself and to ask them to addrese my whole staff,

Sincerely yours,

The President,
The White House,
Wad inpton,



October 1, 1938,

Dear My. President:
I am enclosing a letter which I have
just received from Leonard J, Reid, City Bditor of
the "Daily Telegraph", and also a copy of the artiele
to which hie letter refers,
After vieiting the United States the
first part of 1934, Reid published an article in the
"Daily Telegraph" on Mareh 4th, covering the first
year of your Presidency, which was altogether the
best article which has appeared in any British newspaper.
He and MeClure-Smith, about whom I have written you
recently, are the best of the lot over here,
Sincerely yours,
ot rorti gbae
The President, :

The White House,
Washington,
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METROPOLITAN #3214, 285-273, SALISBURY HOUsE,

43218,
Lowpon WaLL,E.C. 2,

LJR/EB 28th September 1936.

His Excellency,

The Hon. R. W, Bingham,
American Ambassador,

14 Princes Gate,

Eilli?r '? @

Dear Mr. Bingham,

I venture to draw to your attention an article
wiich I wrote for the Daily Telegraph this morning.
Of necessity it was hastily compiled, and therefore
lays 1tself open to the more eriticiam.

The reason whr I draw it to your attention ia
that, clumsily perhaps, but at any rate sincerely, I
suggest that lr. Hoosevelt, with hls dollar experiment,
has proved to be a pioneer in world currency advance.

With kindest regards, and the hope that I may see
you before long,

Yours sincerely,

-

learat 3. Recd
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| CURRENCY ‘NEW DEAL’

Lessons of Sterling's Five Years of Freedom |

By LEONARD J. REID ,
“Daily Telegraph " City Editor
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London,
November 13, 1938,
Dear lr. President:

I am sure yon -onld be cretified if yon comld
know how warmly and even enthueiastically your triumphant
re-election has heen received here, The British press
service is 80 bad and so insufficient, so far as the United
States is concerned, and there are so many blind bigote
of Americane who come here, there waer a helief 4in some
quarters that Landon would win, and in othera that it wounld
be a close race, I think thie had ite effect on the rovernment
here, leading it to temporize until after the election, Un-
fortunately, this is customary with the British at any time,
gince 1t 1= their habit to temporize and try to compromise,
and that is why they fumble and middle so often,

I am glad to say I am on record not only verbally,
tut in writing, with the Prime Minister and Anthony Eden
and other members of the government, nnd with influential
reople outside of the government, as to the result of the
election, telling them months agpo the issue of the election
waes certain; weeke before, that Landon would not carry as
many as ten states, and three weeks bhefore Novenmber 3rd, he
would have lese than eight states, I told them this heceuse

I vanted to give them a correct impression and hecause I



vanted them to conduct their nepotiations with us on the
bagie of a certainty instead of an uncertainty,

I wvas t0ld by Eden before the election that the
Prime Minister would make a more definite statement on
international trade than had yet been made, when he made
hig speech at the Lord Mayor's Banmmet on Hpvember Sth,
Shortly before the Sth, but after the alection, lfr. Baldwin
told me this himself, snd further told¢ me what he intended
to say about the mad armament race in Purope. He spoke
firTmly and strongly about the latter, and did go further
in committing his povernment to the nrineinle of the re-—
storation of international trade than any one has done
heretofore,

Horever, he referred to the strietly bilateral
arreement just completed with Italy, and prediocted a
succeseful remlt along the eame lines for the nepotiations
pending with Argentina. With these two arreemente in effect,
I thinr they will consider themeelvee in a better position
to trade with us. Thelr real Aifficulty lies in the fact
that the povernment is too largely influenced by the City,
and these money-chanrers are nearly, if not mite as hlind,

ag our owvn,.



8neaking generally, there is a vide-snread,
persistent, inc reasing feeling here that it 1s to their
interest to cultivate better relations with the United
States, Unfortunately, so far this hae taken the form
of propaganda only, and has not yet reached a point vhere they
are willing to make a fair and matuelly profitable apreement
vith us, although 1t ie prohable they will come to that in
time,

It ie certainly & time vhen tho=e of us vho
represent our country's interests here mmst keep our feet
on the ground and our heads clear, because, vhile some of
their oropaspanda ie crude,moech of it 18 subtle and cunning,
They are gtill fumbling,m th no really definite and capable
leadership. Their aircraft propram has hroken down badly and
hae involved not only mismanagement, but some graft. "Thile
not panicky, they are jittery. I have known these neonle
for many years, and I have never seen them as nervous as they
are mnow,

What ie really in the back of thelr minds is to
try to work out something which will not cost them anything,
or at least very little, by which they @n tap American credit

~hen the storm breaks upon them, which they all bhelieve will

come, and I think they will try to play the game along with



us until they become convinced it is onite honeless, The
sooner they reach this eonclusion and make up their mindas
that they have no chance with ue excent in n fair, omnen
and cooperative and mutually profitable undertaking, the
better off they will be,

They have set the stape for Neville Chamberlain
to pucceed MMy, Baldwin, and 1f they carry this out they
vill be making a preat mistske, in my ooinion, I think
their best choice will be Sir Sammel Hoare, and possihly
even a better man, except he is too younr, accordine to their
habite, rould be W, 3., Morrison, who has recently eucceeded
Walter Elliott as Minister of Arricnlture, Zlliott remaining
in the Cabinet as Mynister for Scotland. At this time,
however, all esigne point to the election of Nevwille Chamberlain,
who lives and breathes only in the stmosnhere of the Mon ey=-
changers of the City,

Now another great cause of alarm and anxiety
has come to them about the Kinp, Hie condnot hae cansed wvide-
epread reeentment, and the most loysl people here state un-
reservedly that he hae damared the nrestice of the Nonarchy

iteelf, and they are very aporehensive of the results if

he followe the course he has so0 far pursued,



Cn the whole cnee, horever, they are more
inclined now to treat with us intellipently and reasonably
and fairly than they have heen since I have heen here ag
Ambaegeador, and within a reasonably short time it seems
probable to me that you »i1l be able to po as far with
them as you think ie coneistent with our interests,

Sincerely yours,
=" ,.p-t..,n.f iu-ﬂ——-—? év-n.. .
The President, f

The White House,
Washinrton.
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Navember 1%, 1938,

Dear My, President:
I rejoice in your wietory, vhich was re ver

in doubt, and in ite magnitude, ~hich has had no eoual
in our history, and which ie unlikely ever to have a
parallel. I know it means only cood, not only to our own
eountry, ut to the whole vorld. It renews and confirms my
faith in our own countrymen, vho have thue dieplayed not
only their wisdom snd intellirence, hut their gratitude
to the great and insnired leader who respued them from
the brink of chaoe, and plrced them firmly on the road to
prosperity.

Mareover, I am sure its implications are much
broader and deeper than the amazing rescuine from poverty
end misery and impending chaoe, The whole fabric of Democracy
in the United States wre on trial, The blind birots who had
controlled our government had undermined its very foundatione,
and the whole structvrre waes crumbline =~hen you were insuenurated,
I believe you have mede our institutions and our country safe
and stable and happy for your grandchildren and for mine,
and indeed for thoee who will come after them. I have no
cdoubt youre ir the supreme achievement since the union of

etates was formed,
S8incerely yours,

The Preeident, ﬁ.’-c-mﬁ,_,,c__

The "hite Houee,
Waehington,
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THE WHITE HOUSE .~ '
WASHINGTON |

November 14, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF 3STATE

Please keep this in your
safe. 1 suggest as representatives
to the Coronation, Hon. James W.
Gerard, Hon. Robert W. Bingham
;ﬁ Rear Admiral Rodman, U.8.N.,

For Secretary I see no reason
to appoint a career Diplomat. It
was not done at the Coronation of
King George. Frankly, I think 1t
would be a nice gesture, because
of my personal aoquaintanoce with
the King and with his late Father,
to send my boy James as Seoretary
to the Commission.

F. D. R.



DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE
WABHINGTON

November 12, 1935

My dear ir. President:

I am sending you herewith copy of a note dated
September 10, 1938, from the British Chargé d'Affaires,
conveying the invitation for you to be represented at
the coronation of King Edward VIII on May 12th next.
Thie note was delivered in the Department personally
by the Chargé d'Affaires, who said he wished to add
that arrangements in Westminster Abbey were such that
it was requested the American Wission be restricted
to three persons, for whom entertaiment would be pro-
vided. Thise is the pame number as attended the coro-
nation of King George in 1911. They were John Hays
Hammond, General Greely and Admiral Vreeland, with
ir. William Earl Dodge as Becretary.

In view of Mr, Mallet's oral statement I venture

to suggest that your representation at the coronation
be

The President,
The White House.
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be confined to three pereons, with the addition of an
cfficer of the Department of State ns Secretary of the
Mlesion,

I might mention at this time that the 8pecial
Mieeiong to the ccronation of King George in 1911 were
not expected to be Bccomnanied by their wives, except
where a Prince was g representative ond hie wife was
connected with the Royal Family. Waen it was learned that
Mre. Hemwond would Bcconpany ner husband, the recorde of
thise Devartment show that special arrangements had to be
made to secure her 8 seat in Westmineter Abbay.. She wasg
not, however, seated with her husband, and the British
Ambassador at Washington explained that she could not
be accorded official Tecognition by his Government,

Faithfully youre,

Acting Secretary,

Enclosure:
From Britieh Chargé
d'Affaires, September 10.

PN TR



No. E91 BRITIGH EMAASSY,
WASHINOTON, D.C.
Beptember 10th, 1936

Bir,

In sgcordunce with instructions received Cfrom
His duj-oty's Frinelpel Secretury of Gtate for Foreign
Affelrs I huve the honour to enclose o copy of a
Proelaastion by The Kking, my August Soverelgn, in which
the dete of Hie Wajeoty's Coronatlon is fixed for the
18th Msy next.

I have eleo been instruoted to state that it
would be pleasing to The King to receive &s his gueet &
Beprecentative of the ‘reaident of the United Stetes of
/meries and I have therefore the honour %o enguire
whether it would be convenient and wgrevsble to the
President to be represented on Lhe cccssion. If so,
His ks jeoty's Prinelpel Secretary of ftute for Foreign
Affelrs would be glad to leern in due course whom the
Fresident would propose to designate for the purpose in
order that he may take The Kking's pleasure in regerd to
the arrangements to be made for his reception,

I have the honour Lo be
with the highest conslderation,
Bir,
Your most obedient
humble servant,

(S0D) V.a.l.allet
The Honouruble
Cordell Hall, H. M, CHARGE U'APPAIRES
Secretary of ftate of the United Atates,
Washington, U.C.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

R Sevin
December 17, 1938,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

What do you think of
the last page of this letter?
Do you think R. W. B, should

come home or not?

F. D. R.



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

December 18, 1938,

Dear Mr, President:

S8ince it does not seem that the Ambassador has any
urgent reason for coming here now, my thought is that he
should be requested to defer his return until after the
Coronation. Conditlons are such ae to make his presence
in London desirable during the next few months, Aside from
the fact that there might be unfavorable comment should Mr.
Bingham leave immediately after the acceseion of a new King
and before the Coronation, there ies at least a possibility,
although I do not believe that will be the case, that new
questions pertaining to the Spanish War may come along,
and much more important ie the fact that we are now in the
firet stages of an effort to ne.otiate a trade agreement
with the British, the failure of which would most sericusly
affect the entire program this Department is now trying to
carry out. Furthermore, it is perfectly clear that in the
Spring Mr. Bingham will be much better able to give you a
pleture of conditions on the other side than he could give

you in January,

The Freeident

The White House.



The attached memorandum shows what leave Mr. Bingham

has taken during his period of service,

Youre wvery sincerely,

MM

1l enclosure,



Left London December 15, 1933
Returned to London March 2, 1934
67 days home leave and in transit,

Left London August 3, 1934
Returned to London August 15, 1934
13 days simple leave,

Left London December 14, 1934
Returned to London March 37, 1838,
104 days home leave and in transit,

Left London July 31, 1935
Returned to London éeptamb&r 18, 1935
51 daye home leave and in traneit,

Left London January 18, 1936
Returned to London April 3, 1938,
77 daye home leave and in transit,

Left Londen May 27, 1938
Returned to London July 3, 1838
38 daye home leave and in transit,

Total 337 days home leave and in traneit
13 days simple leave,



December 4, 1938,

Dear Mr. Pregident:

The storm which we have been anticipating has
broken here, and there is preat turmoil and excitement,
but one thing eseems clear, am that ie that neither the
government nor the people willendorse the marriace which
the King desires, It 1s difficult to forecast the outcome
at this time, but I do not think this country will ever submit
to his making Mrs, Simpson Queen,

Your going to South America and the speech you made
at Buenos Aires have had an immense effect here, and I believe
its effect has been felt throurhout the world. Indeed, the
thought that you have, in all probability, achieved peace and
preserved Democratic institutions throughout the western
hemisphere must have its effect everywhere, I know that it
has had a profound influen ce here,

I have learned on what seems to be unimpeachable
authority, that the War Department here bought a large number
of machine guns from the Skoda Works, which was supplied to the
Army. In addition, they tried to secure a large mumber of
machine gpuns from the same company to be used against low-
flying airplanes. At firet, the Skoda people said they could

not supply them within two Yeare, but euch enormous preassure



wag brought to bear that it is believed a considerable
quantity will be obtained in the near future,

Their own rearmament program has been badly
manared, 80 far as aireraft, especially, ie concerned,

They have secured a license from the Skoda Company to man-
ufacture a type of machine gun, and they have done well

in mechanizing some of their military units, Hpwever, it
appears that most of their new tanks are already antiomated
and that they must begin over again, My information amut
the Skoda Company comes from my own eon, who is in business
here with a company which represents Skoda in Gereat Britain,
and I know that to be accurate,

There is an able and well-informed American here
named Wallace B, Phillips, who igs the only American who has
been permitted into an area at the mouth of the Thames
eéstuary, wiich 1e about twenty miles long and ten miles
wide. It ie here that most of their expeériments are
carried on, and the area is so closely puarded it ie almost
impossitble for any one to get into it, Phillipe has been
manufacturing bombs for the government , and was taken 1into
this area to conduct tests, I dined with him night before
last and he told me that in this area they have laid out



Piccadilly Circus on an exact scale, ineluding all the
underground pipes, wires, conduite, sewers and subways;: that
he was taken down to try out his bombe in order to find out
how deep their effective penetration WAEB.

They set out some time apo to supply forty-ive
million gas maeks, and an organization was created in various
counties to arrange for educating the populace on the use
of the gas maske, Bir William Eromley-ﬂavenport, who
is Lord Lieut, of Cheshire, and a friend of mine, told me
that he was the head of the organization in hisg county,

Several months age the government gave an
order for fifteen million gas masks at practically cost plus
basie. But to date, Phillips tells me, they had not accomplished
the production, and the total amount so far delivered isg
fifteen, by one of the numerous factories which have undertaken
this work, In addition, Phillipe tells me that the government
hae ordered from the Boeing Company, and another whose name
he could rot give me, one thousand American airplanes without
engines; that these are to be delivered at Vancouver unassembled,
assembled there, delivered here and supplied with British
engines, the Government!e purpose being, 1f this fact becomes

known, to claim that the planes are of Canadian manufacture,



I hope that you will approve of my salling on

December *0th, in which event I should hope to see you
the 7th or 8th of January, However,with the advent of a
German army in Spain and the confliot between the King
and the people here, it may seem unwise to you, as well asg
to myself, to go awzy,

With my warm repards to you and Mrs. Rposevelt,
and best wishes for you both and for all +he family for
Christmas and the New Year,

Very sincerely,

/E-L._«-/ J*-"/Z«—-ﬁr“-ﬂm_—- .

The President,
The White House,
Washington,



LONLON, December 18, 1936.

Dear lMr. President:

I was dlstressed to hear of the death of your
old friend Gus because I know you will miss him with
all of his devotion and loyalty.

The British have passed through their crisis
successfully and I have no doubt they are better off
for the present and for the future than they could
have hoped to be with the former Eing. MNr. Baldwin
handled the difficult situation admirably and has re-
gained much, if not all, of the prestize he has lost in
the last year. There was a real danger in the situation
due to the possibility of a"King's Party" against the
Government. This was fomented by the two press lords,
Hothermere and Beaverbrook, who, as you know, are the
Hearsts of this country. However, fortunately, their
influence here is about es small as Hearst's is in our
country. On the other hand, I have it on definite and

unimpeachable authority that a group was forming in the

The President, Var
The white House,
Washington, D. C.



War Office under the leadership of Duff Cooper, the

head of the War Office, and that about fifty War office
officials had Joined. The movement was spreading but

to his credit, be it said, it was stopped by the former
Eing himself. It means, however, that they will probably
get rid of Luff Cooper in the near future.

Sir Ceorge Paish, whom you know, is at the Brevoort
Fouse In New York and is eager to see you. He tells me
that he 1s going to Ottawa to urge lMackenzie King to
refused to renew the Ottawa Agreement. He belleves, fur-
ther, that if Mr. Baldwin retires after the Coronation
and 1s succeeded by Neville Chemberlain the latter will
be unable to hold the Conservative majority in the louse
of Commons and that another general election is likely
to oeccur next isutumn,

Some time ago a group of members of the louse of
Commons called on me and told me they had formed an
organization to promite & better understanding with the
United States and to show personal courtesies to visiting
Amer icans, especially Government officials and members
of our Congress. They stated that they wished to give
a dinner for me at the House of Commons, which was done
last Tuesday night. Sir Austen Chamberlain presided and
the Prime Minister proposed a toast to me, which was

seconded by lir. attlee, the leader of the Opposition.

The
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The Liberal Party was also represented. In the course

of his speech, lr. Baldwin referred to his first visit

to the United States, forty-six years ago, but the signi-
ficant statement that he made was that on his second visit
he had secured a debt settlement with the United States
which he wished to state emphatically he had never regretted,
for one moment. Both in official and unofficial circles
there is an ever-increasing desire to cultivate better
relations with the United States and they are beecoming

more and more anxious about the debt situation. lhen
approached on this subject, I heve persistently stated

that I em not authorized to discuss this matter officially
or unofficlally. I merely refer officials to the repeated
statements by the United sStates Government that debtors

will be given an opportunity to discuss the matter with

the United sStates Covernment when they desire to do so.

The real basis of this movement, which has been accumulating
here for some time, is their desire to regain access to
American credit in view of the dangers which menace them,.

4As an indication of their present attitude on general
principles, -- we were having a great deal of trouble for

a8 long period with their rubber control, headed by a pig-
headed man named Sir John Campbell. I had Ray Atherton take
a representative of the Foreign Office with him and Le had s

leat



last interview with Campbell, which was in September.
Growlng out of Campbell's conduct at this time and later,
the Foreign Office has undertaken to have him removed

and has informed me this will be done.

Their frame of mine towards a trade mgresment has
improved and Walter Runeiman hes asked me to see him
today, which I shell do.

I hope now to see you on the seventh or eighth
of January when I can give you a fuller report of the
situation here.

3incerely yours,

/Z—W/g""“"q'
P.S3. Since writing the above, I Lave seen jalter
Runciman and had a long and on the whole satisfactory
talk with him. He said that in the preliminary discus-
sions on the subject of a trade agreement which had taken
Place our technical representatives--of whom he had no
eritieism, but whe were ardent as their own representa-
tives are--had begun on a basis whiech was in violation
of the British obligations under the Ottawa agreement,
Hle said, however, that he believed that it would be
possible to work out such an agreement ss you and

lMackenzie ¥ing had effected as between the United States
and Canada and that he hoped this could and would be done.

I enclose two clippings, one from THE TINES re-
ferring to the dinner at the House of Commons, and the
other from THE SPECTATOR, which is doubtless the most
ingluential of the weeklles here, referring to the war
debts.



International PressCunilng Bureau,
110, Fleet Street. London, E.C.4.

i Extract from

Spectator
LOUNDON
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Transatlantic qlY

The dinner uuldni by the Prime Minister and the
American  Ambassador—at the House of Commons on
Tuesday to consider how mutual understanding between
this country and the United States could be further
fostered §s of admirable omen. The two countries are
as capable of misunderstanding one another in lesser
matters as they are certain of finding unity in funda-
mentals, and the former tendency ean do a quite dis-
proportionate amount of damage to the good relations
which should subsist between them. As Mr. Bingham
\has mare than once pointed out, this country needs to
cultivate acquaintance with the west and south of
the United States ns well as the more fumiliar castern
seaboard—from which alone nine-tenths of the news of
America in British newspapers appears to emansate,
It _is, moreover, n profound mistake to imagine that
Ameriea forgotten the War Debis a5 we here find
‘it convenient to forget them. The token payments
should never have been suspended.  They ¢st us Tittle,
and did at least indicate recognition of a principle which
it is neither just nor expedient to repudiate. Franee is
despatching a special envoy to Washington to discuss
the resumption of her own debt-payments to the United
States. It would make an admirable impression it we
did the same, and will make a singularly bad impression
il we hold back where France goes forward, e
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: Extract from

' THE TIMES

LONDON

ﬁNGLD—AMERICAN
COOPERATION

——————

OBJECT OF NEW HOUSE OF
COMMONS COMMITTEE

| FTROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT

Sir Austen Chamberlain presided at a
small informal dinner at the House of
Commons last night when it was decided
to form an American Committee of the
House of Commons to study Morth
American problems, to discuss them with
distinguished American visitors to this
country, #nd to further cooperation
between the two great democracies in
every useful way. The principal guests
{were the Prime Minister and the
American Ambassador, -

The Prive MiwisTer proposed the health
of the American Ambassador, and referred to
the time when just after leaving Cambridge he

| firat wisited America 46 vears ago. He travelled
over o great part of the country, a land where

| & visitor was received with exquisile courtesy.
After tracing the history of Anglo-American
relations from that time to the present day,
Mr. Baldwin spoke of their common heritage,
the democratic system. It was perhaps the
imost difficult of all systems to work, but it
| provided the greatest happiness to the people
who lived in the countries which enjoved it.
Uninformed criticism on either side of the
Atlantic was useless, and might in fact do each
country a t deal of harm. It was betier
that they uld both pull together for the
ideals which they held and treasured. |

Mr. AtTLEr, who supporied the loast, en-
dnmg the Prime Mhnﬁ; sentiments witg

rd 1o races

Tret‘.mmn m“ of lulnntiumh
was 50 essential in the present age, and they
bﬂ.hl acted on instinct instead I'Eh‘lﬂl on
The AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, in reply, said
he regarded the evening as one of L im-
portance, and he hoped and believed that the
new committee would do useful work and
would be of great benefit. When Englishmen
visited America they werc npt hg'nnlr o |
certain large centres, such York, |
Chicago, and San Francisco, whnﬂ'u to obiain
a true picture of the t country he repre-
Hﬂbtdh:h"ﬂl‘l should i1:||'nn:!-u“ updm lndﬁ;ﬂ
into the country, es y to 1
West, in l-:.rdg mr:ﬂm uhlc_r[ the heart iu;
American character and life. He agreed wil
all that the Prime Minister had said as 1o
the democratic system. Il brought with it
order, reedom. and justice

S Precy Hamurs pmpmni the health of
| the chairman, to which S AUsSTEN
CHamBERLAIN Teplicd.
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Do Br: Beatidend

England turns the corner of the new year congratu-
lating herself upon the manner, economically and politi-
cally, in which she has come through 1936; and the out-
1oa$ rcr{iff?;fs hr;sht’for the prosperity of the Empire,

~8nd not unfavorable for the maintenance of peece in
Europe. Meanwhlile England is pushing her re-armament
progrem as fast as she can, for she 1s confronted by
two mighty autoeracles -- Russia and Germany, the latter
in treaty understanding with Japan, the great sutocracy
of the Far East, While Belgium and France under ordi-
nary circumstances may be considered as demoecratic al-
lies of England, the internal position of these two
countries makes the value of their assistance problem-
atical. 1In spite of the terms of the Anglo-Italian
declerstion published today, Italy remsins unreliable,

1 wenture to recall that since the Spring of 1934
it has been my thesls that events must eventually force
the British to come to us, and I believe we should rea-
lize thet we are now actually in the midst of a British

drive
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drive, the object of which is to persuasde the United
States, as the great democratie country of the West,
that the frontier of demoeracy lies somewhere in the
North Sea; that England, the outpost of demoeracy in
Europe, is a suall island containing owver forty-five
million people without raw materials and dependent upon
the United States and the itish Dominicns for war
materiels and foodstuffs,

The methods of Britlish propegande are not hidden.
CQutstanding figures in politics end finsnce are constant-
ly vigiting the United States. Coumi ttees exist in
Parliament today to study cooperation with the United
States snd to influence Americen wisitors in this coun-
try. Parliamentary groups are planning visits, not
only to the Eastern States, but through the middle West
es well, A press meeting at the English-speaking Union
has been called for next weex to examine monthly, weekly,
and even daily exchanges of informetion by publications
and broadeasts for the better understanding between the
two countries, Official orders have been glven in
the British Army end Navy thet good relations with their
American opposite numbers at home and ebroad must be es-
tablished and meintained, Similarly, the attitude of
government officials in thelr daily contacts with the
Bubassy and the public and private hosplitelity in
England is merked with a progressive and almost be-

wilderin,
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wildering friendliness that cennot pass unnoticed,

Furthermore, a lerge part of the foreign news ap-
peering in the United States press, not only about
England but concerning Europe generally, ls sent by
American correspondents stationed in London. These
men are largely dependent upon English sources for
much of their interpretative comment. This reporting
of foreign news interpreted by British sources is bound
to have an effect on American thought, as is also the
foreign interpretative broadcasts, whieh, for reasons
of language, generally emanate from British sources,

Due in large measure to the Buenos Alres Confer-
ence, it iz increasingly clear to the United States
how far we are prepered to go tc cooperate for peace
in the Western Hemisphere, but I feel that we should
be equally clear in our minds as to how far we are pre-
pared to go in working for peace outside of North and
South America. Our recent neutrality leglsletion
clearly indicates the trend of American thoughts and
fears.

If, in the light of our increasing experiences,
our neutrality legislation may be passed in a form
that is not mandatory but leaving the discretionary
power in the hands of the President and the Secretary
of State, I feel we shall have indicated as great a

contribution to peace in Europe as we can envisage

without



de

without raising false hopes on this side of the At-
lantic. For the rest, our contributions to peece
must be in the economic field as has been so frequent-
ly indiceted by the Administration,

I find a tendency here to elaim that the position
of the world today is so abnormsl one cannot attempt to
correct it by the normsl processes looking to the resto-
ration of internaetional trade and T'inance, We should
not be influenced by this line of ergument, but con-
tinue to urge those measures we can defend as restor-
ing the economic bases of peace.

e



March 23, 1937,

Dear Mr, President:

I have just learned through the Deputy Grand
Master of Masons in Scotland, that the Substitute Grand Master,
Viecount Traprain, heir of the present Lord Balfour and nephew
of the late Arthur J, Balfour, and Thomas G. Mnning, Grand
Secretary for Scotland, are poing to the United States on the
"Bremen" on the 26th, to partiecipate in the Bicentenary
celebratione of the Grand Lpdge of South Carolina, They are
writing to Sir Ronald Lindsay asking him if he can arrance for
you to receive them, and I hope 1t may be possible for you to
do so,

Sincerely yours,

L. ~r—m_—ﬁ..._r.7.{.....u___.

The President,
The White House,
Washington,

o IR il
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| b May 22, 1937,

A v

J
Dear Mr, President:

Anthony Eden has told me that he
would heartily welcome an invitation from you to go to
gee you in Washington about the first of next Cetober,
following a seseion of the Learue of Nations which is
echeduled for the middle of September. Ae I have
told you before, he 1is highly intellisent, candid and
eincere, and I have no doubt of his desire to promote
cooperation and underetanding between the United States
and Great Britain, and, what ie more---unlike some
of them, he erpects his own country to do ite full ghare
instead of expecting, as some of them do, to receive
and mt to pive, He has given evidence of this contin-
uously in marny ways, To mention one, in connection with

working out a trade apreement to which he committed

himeelf more than two years ago, and which he has fostered

energetically ever since,

I mention this not ae exceptional, but
as being typical of hies attitude in the many contasots

I have had with him,
Sincerely yours,

The President, %ép?uﬁ

The Vhite House,
Washington,

If|_



June 18, 1937,

llear Bobi=

Having 2 sense of humor I have been
delighted with your letter in regard to the
famous case of Trousers vs, Breeches, Ny
ruling is: that ambassadors should wear trousers
unless the Soverelgu of the State to which he
is accredited makes a personal demand for knee
breeches. I am fortified in this ruling by
the pictures I have seen of Comrade Litvinoff
in the aforesaid short pants. If Soviet Russia
can stand it I puess we can too.

I do hope all gpoes well.
My best to you both,

As ever yours,

Honorable Hobert W. Bingham,
United States Embassy,
London,

England,



June 7, 1937,

Dear Mr, President:

From some clippinge I have received from
home, I see that the Hearst preee and the Chicago
Tribune especially, are discussine the subject of
knee breeches at the Coronation.

I had intended to tell you what happened
in thie connection some time apo, but when I saw you,
other mattere crowded it out of my mind., After
my talk with you before coming over here to assume
my post, of course, I wore trousers at the Court
functions. Later (I think in the second year), Sir
John Hanbury-Williams, who was Marshal of the Diplo-
matiec Corpe, came to gee me‘and told me that he had
been sent by King George V to make a personal recuest
of me to conform to the Qourt rules, and that he
would regard it as a personal courtesy to him if I
did so, I told 8ir John that as this was s personal
request on the part of the King, I would comply with
it, but that I should like for him to write me a letter
on the subject, which he did, After that I wore the
breeches at the Courts I attended.

Some two monthe before the Coronation, all

members of the Diplomatic Corpe received a request from



the Lord Chamberlain to wear knee breeches, except
those who had diplomatie uniforms, and I concluded
there was mthing for me to do but comply with this
request, as did all of the others who did not have
uniforms, Thie included the Soviet, Turkish, Spanish
and German Ambassadors, and about one—-third of the
Ministere,

I should have much preferred to wear trousers,
especially in view of the attitude of a portion of
our prees, and after my conversation with you I should
not have thoupht of wearing anything but trousers, unless
the matter had come to me in the way it did,

Sincerely yours,

The President, Aiﬂuk

The White House,
Washington,



July 1, 1937,
Denr Norman!

Your letter is received, As you aay, an embarrass-
ing situntion has arisen, which, of eomree, I regret, Your
memory 1 at fault in conneotion with your statement, “as
you reeall® you informed me of yor conversations with
the Prime Winieter and the Foreirm Secretary upon the sub-

/ject of vipiting the United Jtates,

At 2 matter of faot, you Aid not diseuns thie
subjeet with me at any time, and I had no i{nformation from
yfu, Or any other source that you had had conversations

_/wigh etther Chamberlain or Tdem on thie sbject. You will
7 regnll, I am sure, that yon told me shortly after your
arrival that your misaion was limited to dealing with the
mgar conference,

It 1= obvious that when nmt!atim of thie kind
are carried om with the Prime ¥inieter and t\b Foreim
Secretary of the government to which I am acoredited, without
my kr:n*-ledae, embarracsement mist inevitadbly oacuT,

Sincerely yours,
‘-."-ﬂ._‘ 1{"_ fJT.II ?""J i‘f: L

« Korman Davis, '
48 ml1 st,,
New York, . Y.



July 5, 1937,

Dear Mr, Pregident: :

I am delighted to have your letter of June
18th, settling finally that famous case of "Trousers Ve,
Breeches",

It seemed a pity to take up your time with
matteres of thie sort, but at any rate I am happy you got a
laugh out of it,

S8incerely yours,

R O

The President,
The White House,
Washington,
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July 21, 1927,
Dear Mr, President:

I am sure you will be amused at the
encloeed cartoon,

I have no doubt you hold the position of
the greatest power and influence in the world today, and
that the time may come when youn ecan utilize this
noeition to bring to Turone the endurinsg peace you have
already brought the western hemisphere, However, I feel
sure the time has not yet come to attemnt to evercise
this power, Once the Germans realize they have
invoked a race in arme which they must lose, and that
they have a chance to obtain more by coneiliation
and come ession than they can hope to obtain through
making war, then indeed the moment will arrive when,
at their requeet, a conference may be called, which
you alone could call, with the prospect of incaleulable
benefit to mankind,

In my opinion, until and unless this idea
penetrates the German peychology, any move on our nart or
on the part of the British, wonld simply be construed by

the Nazis as evidence of weakness,

I believe there w11l be 11ttle trouble



with Italy, if Germany should arrive at this state of
mind, They are not nearly rso formidable RS A
people as the Germans, and I do not think Myeeolini
actually intends to precivitate a reneral Turovean
war. I am convinced that the Germans will do 1t if
they feel they can pet away with it, and it may happen
thrqueh some untoward event which we cannot immediately
foresee, Apart from that, a blow-up on account of
Spain, or for some other reason, there seems to be
reasonable ground for hope that the Germans may come
to believe that war is not their best alternative,
Sincerely yours,

Ej ¢ ff| . f‘i { R

The President,

The White House,
Washington,
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Auguet 1, 19137,
Deer Mr, President:

I think you may have lost a battle in
connection with the Sunreme Court, but I feel you
von the war, and that this will mean unlimited
benefit to our ecountry,

Sincerely yours,
%, : . ;;#u? W
The President, 4/ Aﬂ

The Yhite Hjuse,
Washington.
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Aupust 17, 1937,
Dear Mr, Preeldent:

I am g0 delighted that you are pleased
with the books on Sailing, I honed so much you
would like them,

I hope you will soon he able to pet away to
Hyde Park.

I have just had the great pleasure and
satiefaction of having Joseshus Daniels here for
three days., Luckily we had good weather on Sunday ,
and the dedication of our Memorial went off well,

With kindest regards,

. Sincerely yours,

fELdLH,uf”ﬂrfELhﬂwqJédwm‘;

The President,
The White House,
Washington,
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CoOPY X, Ravensworth Cottage -

W) White Sulphur,
W. Va.

Dear Mr. President:

It was grand to gee you and I am leaving here the 15th to see
¥you in Washington on the 16th. I talked to Jirmy on the telephone about
that. Every day adds Justification to your wisdam in keeping those four
Tine eruisers with their complements of not less than 2500 officers and
men away from Shanghai., If we have to fight those bloody brigan das, I
know you will choose our own time and place. I enclose copy of lettar I
have sent Kent Cooper. If I don't get action from this, I shall write the
entire A, P, membership, about 1250, I think it 18 & plot to start an
anti-administration sewer ana I intend to break it up. I have arrangements
under way for s meeting of farm leaders and farmers in Louisville which
will bring together a large number from Indiana, Tennegses and Kentucky
and I hope will atart s nation wide movement to drive those Congressional
traitors into line.

Sincerely yours,

Courier-Journal A,P, Robert W, Bingham
Editorial enclosed.



* YRIDAY __.___________ September 10, 1937

The Associated Press Blunder

It is astonishing news that the Asso-
ciated Press is to put out a Washington
gossip service with the name of the Asso-
ciated Press carefully suppressed. The in-
structions to the newspapers willing to print
this service are that the familiar distine-
tive trademark, “AP,” must never be used
to identify the matter,
~_That in itself is conclusive proof of the
disreputable character of the stuff to be
sent out in this new gossip column. The
mere fact that the Associated Press is un-
willing to take the responsibility of spon-
soring its own column—to acknowledge
the paternity of its bastard—should com-
pel every decent newspaper to boycott it,

It is all but incredible that the Associated
Press, with its long splendid record, should
make such a blunder, Its capital has been
its reputation for reliability in its coverage
of the world's news. The newspapers
which have enjoyed the right to publish
its reports have been proud to mark them
with the magic “AP” ag proof of their
trustworthiness. But what are those
newspapers and their readers to think now
of the trustworthiness of an organization
which sends forth a column of anonymous
reports which it is ashamed to sponsor?

One thing they will think is that the
new service is designed to compete with
the output of certain irresponsible and
reckless ‘“columnists” who are first, last
and all the time scandalmongers and scav- _

gers.
.m"rhe Associated Press should disown and
stop this project at its outset, It must
have lacked the consideration of those in
highest nut!mrit;r, it it did not escape their
knowledge,” The one way to rectify the
blunder is to withdraw the proposal for the
column and dispense with the services of
those who conceived and authorized it,

_——
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"Ravensworth Cottrge®
White Sulphur Serines,
Wort Virginia,

Srntomher fth, 1927

lr, Kemt Coover,
Agsocinted Frasy,
hﬂm ﬂlh.

Dear MWr, Coorer:

Upen returnine to the United Strtee racantly
T leorned with resret thet the Agancisted Press Manccement is
putting out a "gossin nolumn® from Washinetan which it e wnei1line
to fether and that pll members of the AsFs Hnve hesn inetrusted not
to print 1t nr comine from the Assoristed Prose,

I regard this ae a prove ond de”inite ah=ndonment
of the prineirles wpon =hirh the AP, wam founded snd far whirh it
le suppoeed to stond, Aa you douhtlens know, my newsprners were amang
the founders of the APy snd 1 heve Both the morning snd svening meaher=
shire in Loulseville, The Alstridution bv AP, of thi= sort of snepin
standn]l stuff direstly vislatee the prineiples uron whicrh the arssniz-
ntion waarfounded snd? to which 1t s suonosed to edhere, I regsrd my
nembershipe ss valushle assets snd I res-rd t'is mew venturs of A.F,
ae ot only un-uthorized sn? wrome but ag lrect damare to my proverty
through the o=nrrshin of twe memhershins, We who “orm this grest
cooperetive unlertskine and who put un the money toa sunrort it heve
done =0 solaly and only om the rround thet we expaated to semare full,
necurste, uncolered, non-partissn news, This 1 whet we hove heen
reying for and that is whot we hewe s right to axnent, no mare snd an
less, In justice to all of us, who in comdinetion »ut un »i11ione tn
nroduse this serviee, I urre upon you the shendonment o =a undertakine
“hich 1s unworthy ef the A,P,, = visl-tion of ite prinsiples end a
damare to eur nproparty interests in our acaborshipa,

~ A® my annucl peyment for Associsted Press Service is
§100,479,25, thisz entitles me not onlv to rrotect the velue of my mesmher-
shire but to the serious ~on-iderstion of my voint n* view for carvice
far whieh I pay such = larpe sum everr yenr,

Sincerely yours,

ML-FM )
B B o Bhair B Hih Peswase™ Boiks'ss BTl
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

~

-~
MEMO FOR MISS LE HAND ///

Respectfully referred to

Miee LeHand for the President.

Czv



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

R

Hyde Park, N. Y.

Ootober 25, 1937.

MEMORANDUM FCOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND
RETURN,

—









IR GRAY ~
London
Dated lNovember 11, 1937
Rec'd 8:15 a,m.

Seerctary or State,

Yinshin-ton,

707, November 11, nocn,

OR THE PRESIDENT,

I would sporeeirte an opportunity to tulk to You by
telephone some time tomorrow, Friday, at any hour up to
7 pem,, YInghirston time:. I hope Jou will cable me the
Exact time most convenient to you so thot I emn mcke

errangements for the eall,

BINGHAN



TELEGRAM P e

The Wte Howse 7
Bashington

4;:{3. l:'u..i E?-‘ 3:22 P.m.

£

S. S. MANHATTAN, Via MR.T. Amegensett, N. Y., November 19, 1937
THE PRESIDENT.

Extremely sorry your indisposition. TIlease give yourself
tlme recuperate despite multitude burdens your health most
importent thing in world today. Regards,

BINGHAM, &



June 18 s 1938

Dear Mr. Bingham:

Pursuant to the request of Mr. Bell,
I am trenamitting to you herewith coples of
the resignation of Honorable Robert W. Bingham,
a8 smerican Minister to Great Britain, dated
December 8, 1937, together with copy of state-
ment by the President, dated December 22, 1937,

pertalning to sald reaignution,

Sincerely yours,

M. H. MoINTYRE
Seoretary to the President

Barry Binghsm, Esq.,
o/o Louisville Courdier,
Wash ington, D. C,

Enclosures

K/mdp



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 22, 1937.

Thls reeignation was received
by me on December ninth -- geveral
days after Bob Bingham had come
back from London to go to Johns
Hopkins. I d4id not act on is,
fearing that his 1llness was far
more serlous than he thought., He
dled on December elghteenth --
8till American Ambassador to Great

Britein.

F. D. R



Johns Hopkine Hospitel,
Baltimore, Maryland,
December 8, 1927

The President,
The White House,
Weshington, D. C.
Dear Mr., President:

I want to thenk you first and very heertily for the grest
honor you conferred on me in appointing me Americen Ambassedor to
Grect Britein, It hae been & grest end interesting experience, and
one I shall think of elways with interest end plessure,

The time hes come now when I feel I must esk you to ececept
my reslgnetion, deeply &s I sppreciste your request for me to cerry on
there. I have hed a pecullsr recurrent pericdic form of fever, which
my doctors &ssure me thet they cen cure in time, but they ere entirely
uneble to predict how long it will take to do so. In these circumstences,
with the very importent work which this post involves, I do not think it
is fair to you or to our country to remein at this post when it will be
monthe before I eould return to it. I feel I am doing my necessary duty
to you end to the country to esk you, in the circumstences, to accept my
resignation.

As soon es I em eble to work, elthough I could not sccept emy
other official position, it is my desire snd intention to put everything
possible into the effort to support you end your ideals.

Sincerely yours,

sy YN
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