


;m 1‘.. 1944 .

Dear Clemmie and Winston:-

I find the enclosed clipping on my
return home.

Erid-nu‘{ from ome of the pnrurlgh:,
the Deseret News of Salt Lake City claims there is
a direct link between Clemmie and the Mormouns.

ind the last sentence shows tha
Winston 1s a sixth cousin, twdce removed
Provhot S imewde, )

All of this presents to me a most
interesting study in heredity. Hitherto I had not
observed any outstanding Mormon characteristics
in either of you -=- but I shall be loocking for
them from now onl

I have &2 very high opinion of the
Hormons -- for they are excellemt eltizens.
However, I shall never forget a stop which my
hﬂurmdlothund.inhlthhﬂtruhnl
was a very small boy. They were walking up and
down the station platform and saw two young
lacies each wheeling a baby carriage with

My Father asked them if were walting for
somebody and they replied es, we are waiting
for our husband. He is &he engineer of this
train®. Perhaps this was the origin of the
Good Neighbor polieyl

As ever yours,
ZA £

The Right Honorable and Mrs. Winston 8. Churchill,
10 Domning Street,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 24, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY:

For preparation of reply
for my signature, if you think one
is necessary,

F.D.R,

jlessage to the President
from the Prime Minister, datec
Jani 19, 1944, No. 549.
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Fobruary 7, 1944

Dear Vinston:

This note is brought to
you by my friemd, Robert ©. Eherwood,
who a8 you know is the head of the

Overseas Branch of the Cffice of War
Information,

He will be spending a
eouple of wecks in lLondon apd T hcpe
very much that you ean find time to
have a talk with him,

Very 8ineerely yours,

Franklin D. Hooaevalt‘

Honorable /ineton 8. Churehill
Prime Winister of Great Britain
London

England

SIR:G

&ﬁ7 bed- Ow [ }&(.cw, 2.9y



February 2z, 1944,

MEMOSANDUM FOR GRACE:

As soon as I get back, I want
to see the Army film “Know Your
Ally" and if I like it, send a copy
to Winston Churchill.

F.D.H.

o~
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L § 10, Dotoming Bteant,
! BHbitehall,

February 23, 1944.
lpaar Insnteliss

Clemmie suggested to me that we should gend you
this photograph of some of the rooms of 10, Dovning Street
after the bombs fell last cunday night, as it contains a
copy of the picture of us both at frgentia. The carpet in
the foreground is the one given me by the Shah at Teheran;
luckily it is undamaged.

It is surprising what curious blast effects have
followed from these few bombs. Places as much as 500 yards
away have been affected, while others quite close to have
been missed out. They were very quick at clearing up all

the mess and we are back again.

%"“‘“* ui“-n?.,
LA

—

The President of the United States of America.
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
Mareh 31, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

In mccordence with your requeset, I attach
a draft meesage which you mey wlsh to send to
Prime Minister Churchill in reply to his mesesge
of March 8, 1844 on the further meamsures which
Mr. Churchill contemplates in relation to

Ireland,

Enclosure : I
Draft message
to ¥r. Churchill \




DRAFT MESSAGE FOR THE PRIME MINISTER

I have discussed with Secretary Hull your message
of March 19 on the further eteps which you contemplate
in relation to Ireland. We believe that you are pursuing
the right line in taking the security measures mentioned
without, however, adopting measures of coercion deelgned
only to harm Ireland.

We wonder, however, if messures forbidding Irish
shipe to go to all forelgn porte from Ireland might not
be interpreted as economic sanctlions. Would not your pur-
pose be accomplished by limiting the prohibition to Irish
ehipping going to any part of the continent? I realize
that, as you say, a ship can start in one direction and
turn in another, but any ship violating the prohlbition
could be dealt with in an appropriate manner. This would
leave Ireland free to send ite ships to North America to
carry wheat and other essential supplies. The fact that
no ban was made on Irish shipoing to Canada and the United
States would in itgelf constitute proof that the measures
agalnst shipping were not in the nature of economic
Banctlions.

For our part we are consldering a further message to
Mr. de Valera once more making plain that the continued
presence of Axls representatives in Ireland constitutes e
danger to our forces and their operatione for which the
Irish Government cannot @8cape responsibility. We shall

let you see 1t in advance.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 18, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SBECRETARY OF STATE:

FOR YOUR EYES ONLY,

F.D.R,



May 18, 19.L.
TO THE FORMER HAVAL PEPSON:

I am delishted with vour teleeram to Marshal Tito and T
wish you would tell Xins Peter that T am heartily in mecord,

T sent him vesterday a letter in renly to 2 vervy nice letter T
had frorm him.

Tneidentelly, do you re-ember my telling vou over a vesr
ago of my talk with Peter in which T discuased the -ossibilitvy
of three nations in nlace of the one, he to be the hezd of a
raconstituted Serbla. This created no exciterent on his pert
or that of Pouritch.

The King, with resl fire in his eves, remarked thot he
was a Serb. T think thet vou and T should bear some such
vossibility in mind in case the new rovermnment does not work
out. Personally T would rether have s Yuroslavia, but three
separate states with separate sovernments in a Balkan confederation

might solve many problems.

ROOEEVELT



May 20, 1944.

Dear Winston:-

That ploture of you I particularly like.
S0 much so that 1t too becomes an inhablitant of my
bedroom wall. I am awfully glad to have 1t.

I am pafely back in Washington ng %o
catch and I am rnilr practically all ri again
ﬁo‘ﬁ am still having some tests made on my

plpm :{ and am kmlnghﬂcuu hours with much
allocation to sleep. ¢ 0old bronchial pneumonia
hae completely dleappsared. The real triumph 1
that I have lost nearly ten pounds in the last couple
of months and now I have begun the struggle to
maintain the loss.

I A0 not belleve I can get away for over
month. Of coures, I am mtl{ disappointed that
could not be in and Just at this moment

but
p“::ﬂ: having wiesef the boat 1t wil1 be best not
to

the trip untll the events of the near future
are mors oclear.

I got awfully nﬁud reports of you from
Averell and Winant, Remenber what I told old Horan
to make you do == obey his orders. the
Commander-in-Chief in one country orders around

& mere Minister of Defense in enother country.

At this writing the news from Italy
looks good, Ihncoldﬂukm-upﬁtm

S v OOy



.

#ith my affectionate regards,

As sver yours,

The Honorable Wineton 8. Churchill,
Prime Minister of Creat !ritnln,
Landon
rn?iﬂ.ﬂd-



PRIVATE
19, ;nﬁmhg Street,

Tl piteball.

May 21, 1944.

Many thanks for letting me see General Hurley's
memorandum on Persia, which I am returning to you herewith as
requested. I am sorry to have delayed answering it, but
several Departments of State had to be consulted on the points
which it raised. The General seems to have some ideas about
British imperialism which I confess make me rub my eyes. He
mekes out, for example, that there is an irrepressible
conflict between imperialism and democracy. I make bold,
however, to suggest that British imperialism has spread and is
spreading democracy more widely than any other system of
government since the beginning of time.

As regards Persia, however, I do not think that
"Britieh imperialism" enters into the picture. It is true
that we, like the United States, are ine;itahly concerned about
our strategic supplies of o0il, the more so because, unlike the
United States, we have no metropolitan sources. From the same

security point of view, we have responsibilities which we
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cannot at present abandon for the western frontier of India
and the eastern frontier of Irag. Apart from this, we have
the same wartime interest as the United States in the safety
of the trans-Persian supply route to Russia. For 21l these
reasons we want a strong and friendly Government in Persia,
and have no wish to see the establishment of foreign "zones of
influence". In short, we are certainly no less interested
than the United States in encouraging Persian independence,
political efficiency and national reform.

I agree with what you say about Persia's need for
outside assistance. Whether she would welcome the principle
of internaticnal trusteeship seems open to doubt. It sounds
rather like the mandatory system. I think that our best way
of helping the Persians is through the American advisers.

Dr. Millspaugh and his colleagues have undertaken a very
necessary but a long, arduous and thankless task. We are
giving them, and intend to continue giving them, all the help
in our power, as we have since made clear in our discussions
with the Stettinius Mission.

I assume that you have had no reply from Stalin to
your suggestion for a free port at the head of the Persian Gulf,



5=

and for international management of the Persian Railway. On
this point we might await Russian reactions. I am by no
means certain that after the war, when the Black Sea ports are
again open, the trans-Persian route will continue to be
necessary for Russian trade, or indeed could be operated under
such conditions as would enable it to compete commercially
with the Black Sea route.

I quite recognize that the position of the U,K.C.C.
and the use of Lend-Lease supplies in Persia, to which Hurley
drew your attention, required some looking into. I am glad
to be able to say that since the date of your letter to me,
the matter has been discussed with your people and a mutually
satisfactory arrangement reached. I think they also
appreciate that we have no intention whatever of trying to
establish a British monopoly through the U.K.C.C. which is
under instructions not to interfere with private trade unless

absolutely necessary for the purposes of the war.
I return General Hurley's memorandum, of which I

55144d. ﬁfﬂ";‘ ¥ d
485 S 4

The President of the United States of America.

have kept a copy.



 PRIME MINISTER.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOM

My dear Mr. Prime UKinister:

Thank you for your letter of April 20,
1944, concerning Basioc English., It is a
matter in which I am most interested and I
have discussed 1t with Mr. Hull, I have
asked him to sound out opinion in the
Congress and to take approprilate steps
with a view to locking carefully intc beth
the scilentific and the practical sspects
of the matter,.

Incidentally, I wonder what the course
of history would have been if in May 1940
you had been able to offer the British
people only "blocd, work, eye water and
face water', which I understand ies the
best that Basic English can do with five
fanous words.

Seriously, however, we nre interegted
and will look into the matter thoroughly.

Very sincerely yours,

The Right Honorable
Wineton Churchill,
Frime Minlster,
Londons.



' THE WHITE HOUSE

The Right Honorable
Winston Churchill,
Prime Minister,

London, England.



June 5, 1944.
MRMOPANDUM FOR TEE SECRETAPY OF STATF:

1f in recard to Bosioc Enelish we get the views of
"oompetent Government specinlists™, e shall certainly sound the
death knell of Busic English or anything like 1t. T never knew
of any group of such people to apgree to anything really different
from the exiating savstem -- or, for thaot matter, anything new,

Honest v, T do not want efther to kill the idea or pour
{cy water on it. The venson is thut Beasie English has tremendous
merit in it. The reason is thnt for practlieanl purposes 1t is rela-
tively easy for non-Enslish speaking peoples %o nick up a aufficient
vooabulary to carry on a conversation.

Tor instance, if you and Wolotov and Rden had hed Basle
Enslish and if Stalin, Chiang Koi-shek and T had hud Basic Fnelish,
our conferances ~ould have been infinitely easier and far leas
tiring than having everything po through interpreters.

Secondly, Bas!c BEnglish 1a extrerely essy for Enclish
speankins peoples and 'would soon take the plece of French as the
so-oalled "language of diploemecy™. You or I ocould learn it in
our apure momenta.

T wish you would pursue the check up with the Congressional
pecple firat of all, It might be possible for a svmpathetie Con-
sressional committee {empha=is on the "syrpathetic™) te take the
matter up with an English committee and see if we can arrive at a
eomplete meeting of the minds that would cover the whole Enrlish
spesking world.

It this could be done, T really believe that the other
nations would go slong with us,

¥. D. F.
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OF F AT 1AL TR REURIC A T TO
E SECRETARY OF STATE
AR RETON, O, £

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

lay 31, 1944

MENORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

With reference to your memorandum of April 28,
transmitting the original of a letter from Prime
Minister Churchill concerning Basic Englieh, I
enclose a draft of a preliminary reply for your
slgnature. I am aleo returning the Prime Minister's
letter addrecsed to you,

I have Just received Mr., Amery's letter with
a copy of the report, and am having soundings
teken in the Congress as you suggested,

Ag Yyou have no dsubt noted from the report,
there was considerable dlvergence of opinion in
the Cablnet Committee ns to the extent to which
Basic Engligh, or eome other form of simplified
Englieh, should be pusheds I think that before
we go very far we should take steps to ascertain
the views of competent Government specialista
and private linguistic experts. If you agree
I will have the matter looked into and nake
specific suggeetions to you along this line.

CiH

Enclosurea;

Draft of letter to
Prime kinister;

Original letter of
Prime Minister.




10, Bofoning Btrest,
Wlpiteball.

20 April, 1944,

My dear Mr. President,

When I was with you in the United States
last August you expressed to me your interest in
Basic English. The Cabinet Committee which I
appointed here to consider the possibilities of
Basic and means of promoting its wider use have
reported and we have adopted the recommendations
they have made. I thought it might be of interest
to you to see the Report and am sending you copies.

Amery, who presided over the Committee, is
also sending a copy personaily to Hull. _

IT the United States authorities feel able
to give their powerful support to the promotion of
Basic English as a means of international intercourse,
I feel sure that that would ensure its successful
development. My conviction is that Basic English



will then prove to be a great boon to mankind in the
future and a powerful support to the influence of the
Anglo-5axon peoples in world affairs.

Yours ever,

—

The President of the United 3tates of America.

A






f 10, ;nﬁming Btreet,
Tl pitehall,

16th  June, 1944,

My dear Franklin,

I am indeed grateful for your kind thought in
sending me two electric typewriters, 1 was greatly struck
by the typescript of the letter which General McNarney sent
me from Washington, and am delighted to have these

typewriters for use in my own office,

'Na

The President of the United States of America,
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f:':“*i:‘j Mmed oripinal of +1

for delivery to Hon,
hmsa

M

Dear Winstonj-

I az enclosing

Cl.m-thc{f-(ﬁy Iy
118 latter apd 2 ;'.'|'.'r~.~.-art.,

2 packages sent to Col, B.
Winston 8. Churchill, 7/11//4.

£ e

July 10, 1944.

of a letter from

copy
Captain Powers ton U.8:N., Rtd. an old
P Syaing Ih; t s »

friend of mine

& copy of my letter to

are for you with full
with them. Keep theam

freedom to
in your personal papers or

World War -- also
him. The signatures, ete.,
do what you want

gZive them to the Admirslty.

: I am also sending various items
which relate to some early Ghl.m.. I thought
you would like to have them for your family papers.

Fith ay warm regards,

Honorable Winston &,

As ever yours,

FRAMKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

Prime ¥inister of Great Br:l.h:l.ﬂ,

Bnelens.
(Enclosures)



July 7, 1944.

My dear Powersg-

It 1s certailfly good to hear from
you again -- and €zpeeinlly such a nice letter
with 1tes enclosures.

I think 1t 1s a grend ides that
these vory interest documents should be in
Britain., I shall s them, at the first op=
portunity, to the Prime yinis

mruutomnutmruumuurm
the British Havy.

i aan Idahopctuluruumufthm

With all good wishes,

Very sincersly yours,

FRAMKLIN D, ROUSsVELS

tain
Eh;-: Pﬂmg‘iﬂ‘m' U-l-l-, m-'

California, °
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t to the

Pepers. To be sen W

Prime Minigter, > Epﬂyfj__*-ﬁu{ta 5
Do yoyu Want tg Write the e Ministep

about S€ pupers opn Shoulg J

theny Packeg p

Just have
or ahipping d tur them
over tg Ma g, Davenpnrt for delivery?

GGG‘TI



10, Bofuning Strest,
lbiteball,

10 August, 1944,

My dear Franklin,

Thank you very much for your letter of July 10
sending me the most interesting naval signatures and papers
relating to some early Churchills, together with the visiting
card signed by my Father in 1886 when, as you know, he was
Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Much as I should like to keep the naval documents
myself, I feel that the Admiralty should have them for their
permanent records, and I am accordingly sending them to
the First Lord.

I am very glad to have the papers about the early
Churchills, which contain a fine signature of Sarah,

Duchess of Marlborough. There were two Generals named
Charles Churchill. The first was the brother of the first
Duke of Marlborough, and was his General of Infantry throughat
his great campaigns. The second, to whom these documents mainly



relate, was the son of the first, and was for thirty years
Member of Parliament for Castle Rising in Norfolk.

Will you please thank Captain Powers Symington
very much for his kind thought in sending you these

documents for me.

i/‘d—-l..--; P e o f

=~
—

The President of the United States of America.



Dear Symingtong-

' I have just received a letter
from the Prime Minister and I enclose a eopy
of 1¢, for I think it will interest you.

Always sincerely,

Captain Powers Symington, U.8.N.,Rtd.
834 Orove Street, 3 " y
San Prancisco

California,
(Enclosure)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 13, 1944
FILE wBkuiU:
AUMIRAL LEanY:
For Joint Bourd & State
Dept. to prepare reply.
F.D.R.

Pl DISPATCH TO THL PKESIUENT - Top
Secret. Number 726.
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THE WIITE HOWSE ] 4
THE UGHY HONGHABLE " "}H \ﬁ,‘ f‘\\\'ﬁ\u
VINSTON GHURCHILL, @)\!‘* HCNNJ« »

PRIME MINISTERW, I“‘j
LORDON, h\

Both you and we are negotiating to oxchange Japanese
eivilisn jriscners held by each of us for Dritish and
Jmerlcan eivilians held by Japan. The likellihood im
that such an exchange may be the only way of saving the
lives of hundreds of your and owr nationals,

There is a snag an both sides. The Japanese want
us to roloase 300 odd divers and pilots held in Australia
my militery people do not agree to their release and as
& result youwr amchange negotlatien has bogged down,

in cur exchange the snag is that the Japenese Governe
‘ment insists that Japanese offieclals comdng out shall not
be searched, wiile your people insist on search. The
Mhmmdmmﬂﬂmm.
h-muwuuumhn-nm-h
Japanese of this requlrement,

H—-h-uhlﬂmmlﬁpﬂnh
either case are now very ssall, Japunese of fleia s ecannot
-x-umﬂq—uunﬂamm
hh““ﬂﬂ'ﬂ.lfﬁhﬁllhmﬂ



THE WIUTE HOUSE

-

mmmm.lmumumm
hmmmhdmthﬂ;hhimnm
lnrumtltrummh-tdhum. in view of owr
'p-mﬂmmmtmu.
¥y suggestion 1s that you give Alrections to your

mhmnu:-numuramummnu:zuu
hm“hmtnmmhtlhqlﬂh
divers and pilots be exchanged. his at least will give

"ROOSEVEL T

A=B1AAB2LILSGES
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July 15, 1944,

Dear Winston:

Henry Morgenthau, Jr, will be in
England the latter part of this month. He 19
mhgmhumumwﬂmnmt
hpo-tnhthﬂm'inh-hhhmm-. ir
only for a short vieit,

With my warm regards,

Always sinocerely,

The Right Honorable
Wineton S, Churohill,
Prime Minister of Oreat Britain,

m. m‘-

Gﬂ,y&fut- PAngenlhas forldeo, ay a-yy



10, Bofoming Street,
Elpitehall,
5 August, 1944,

My dear Franklin,

Thank you so much for sending
me the framed copy of the Declaration by the
United Nations of January 1, 1042, I am very
glad to have among my possessions this historic

document,
Yours ever,

—

The President of the United States of America,



The President of the United States of America,
. The White House,
WASHINGTON, L.C.,
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g THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 18, 1544
FILE MEMO:

The following meseages recelved
by the President were referred to Admiral
Leahy by the Presldent:

No, 768 P,M, to the President, dated
Aug,ﬂ'é_, wlth Pres, message to PM 600
759 PM to the President
760 PM tc the Preeident with draft

of proposed reply

Map Room mescage from Winant to the
Presldent, flle number 1215502, dated

Aug, 18,
Message to the President from
Harriman, Aug, 18 in regard to Poles

ani f%f¢udfiﬁtdah f—Vni)
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THE WHITE HOUSE

o °

WASHINGTON
Avgust 21, 1944.

MFEMOPANDUM FOR
ADNTRAL LEAHY

Will you and the Secretary
of State be good ennugh to pre-
pa~e a joint reply to the en-
closed for my signature?

will vou show the Secratary
a conv of the jJoint message to

Stalin from Churchill and me?
FI Dc P-

Message to the President from Premier
¥ikolajezyk, dated Ang. 18, 1044 -
through Stute Denartment - re clearance
of American crevs for flilghts to Warsaw
from Stalin.

g it Bl o
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THE WHITE HOUSE / e
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WASHINGTON r',- f !
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August 21, 1944,
UL FOR IDENT:

It is not surprising if Mr, Stalin
is slow to forget!



Large sume of money and considrable Torcee have been
employed by the Allies againet the Bolsheviks during the year.
Britain hae contributed the nominal value of nearly 100 mil-
lione, France between 30 and 40 millionse, the United States
have maintained, and are still maintaining, over 8 thousand
troope in Siberia, Japan has an army of between 30 and 40
thoueand strong in Eastern Siberia, which ghe 1s now in
process of reinforecing, Admiral Koltchak's armies, equipped
mainly with British munitions, reached in May a total of
nearly 300,000 men. General Denikin's armiee apgregate at
the present time about = quarter of a million combatante,
Besides these, there were the Finns, who could place 100,000
men in the field., There were also the Esthonians, the Letts
and the Lithuanians completely maintalning thelr fronts from
the Baltic to Poland, Lastly, there are the powerful Folish
forces, and help could also have been obtained from Roumania
and, %o a lesser extent, from Serbis and Czechoelovakia.

It 12 a delusion to surpose that all this ¥ear we have
been fighting the battles of the anti-Folshevik Russians, On
the contrary, they have been flghting curs; and this truth will
become peinfully srmarent from the mement that they are ex-
terminated and the Bolshevik armies are sunreme over the whole
vast territories of the Ruselnan Emnire, *

—

From a Memorandum written by Chureill on September 15,1919,
quoted in The World Crisis The Aftermath by Winston 8, Churchill,
Vol. IV, 1525, opp. , 2bY.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 22, 19044,

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY

FOR THE NECESBSARY ACTION
OR FILE,

F. D. R

lMessage from the Prime Minister
to the President, No, 761, dated
August 18, 1944, re appeal from
Soviet broadcasting stations to
Polish population to start a
general rising against the Germans,

@?&tw 7{ Lo warre il-ﬁﬁ,:é?zfz:: !{.:;
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 4, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY

I think these have been

answered and can now file.

F. D. R,

Messages from the Prime Minister
to the President - Nos. 771, 772,
765,

P A A e
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THE CrrapEL W = |
QUEBEC \

September 16, 1944,

My dear Friend,

I do not think the Chiefs of Staff will be
ready before noon. At any rate I believe this would be
more convenient for them than 10.30. Moreover I have
some amendments to suggest to the report which I have not

yet completed.

In these circumstances, would it not be better
to tell the Press to come at %.30 p.m. after the Degrees.

This would give plenty of time for you to catch your train

B 6,

o/

around 5 o'clock.

The President of the United States of America.



10, Dotoning Street,
T pitehall.

MR. MARTIN.

¥Will you ask the President whether I could
see the text of the communication he is meking to
Marshal Stalin about the Dumbarton Osks Conference,
and also any communicgue that is to be issued.

In view of the fact that this important
message will be passing between the President and
Marshal Stalin, the Prime Minister thinks it might
be well to defer the other message sbout the Greeks,

Yugoslavs and Poles, to a later period.

¥.5.C.
19.9.44



¥y

September 21, 1944

MEMORANDUM "OR MR, SUMMERLINg

will you please be good enough to
sae that this commmication addressed to

Prime Minister Churchill ia forwarded to him?

Grace G, Tully
Private Secretary hme

Sealed envelope postmarked Chicago, Tll., 9/18/44 at 3:00 P.M.,
addressed to Hon, Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of the
British Empire, Hyde Park, N.Y.
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¢ THE WHITE HOUSE
D WASHINGTON

October 9, 1944.

NMEMORANDUM FOR

ADMTRAL LEAHY

Do you think anyv of these

need answera?

s De R

fessage No. 791 from the
Prime Minister to the President,
dated Oct. 5, 1944.

Two messages to the President
from Ambassador Harriman, dated Oct. 5,
1944

“”‘“";f.::zz'“«w
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 26, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY

FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R.

Message to the President
from the prime Minister No. 2809.



origi of thig lettier, approved by the President, together with extra coples,
handed to-Lt. Rigdon for transmittal.

11 L
hms

TEE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hoveuber 10, Ll944.

Ky dear Tinston,

I realise thet it ip vary trying
for meny people thet we snould continue to prevent
information froc leeking out sbout snti-cubserine
acthods; but cur own submurine campalygn in the
Paedfie is playing such an lmpertsnt role that the
Barbarisn wiil selse desperetaly upon any infor-
mation thet will help him in anti-submarine measures.
I do hope, therefore, Lhet we may continue to do
ell that ®e cua to keep anyone Jrom telking w00 muchs
1 have no bt thel ioulscretione are comaitied in
our press Lut the enclosned has recently appeared
under & Lonuoa date-line.

I will do what 1 oen to keosp the
lid on here aud 1 know I msy count on you for
gimilar messures.

"Falalls®™

London, England.

Copy tot
Director of ONI
Iirsetor of



INVAATIONS GLVe U=BOATS New LIFE, BRITON ASSLNTS,
(By Virsliess to Lim New York Times).

LONLOR, Nov. B - Al Viee Horshel a. B. Elwood,

& pondor stalfl olficer vi uwne Acysl &ir Foree
Coastal Commund, said today thet the Cermene were
fitting sn extondsble sir intake to their U-Boais
80 thel they gould recherge batterios and veatilate
the submcrines witbout surfecing. Thies and "gertain
othey improvements® under development heve given the
U=Boatas & now leawe on Llife, he sdded.

Betwean Moy and Auguat, 194;, he suld, the
Germans lost U=Boabs ot Lhe mte of thirwy & wmoaths
The oumber in the silrntic was reduced by cloost
half .
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THE RIGHT BONOKADLE
WINSTON CEURCHILL, M. P.
PAIMD MINISTE:, LONDON

Early in October you were good enough to agree to defer
for & while the signature of & mest contrect with the Ferrell
regime in Argentina. Your refusal to sign & contract has
helped us tremendously. It hms increased the uncertalnty
which has driven the Colomels to a desperate condition.

We bellieve that If our tectics can be continued, we have
& very good chance of putting en end within & reasomable time
to & Fasclst regime that otherwise would be a threat to the
pesce and secwrity of this continent for many yeers to come.

I have been conoerned to hear recent reports that you
may shortly take up the malter of the Argentine meat contract
with us again.

It is my strong perscnal convietion that if jyou sign a
meat contract with the Farrell regime the consequences will
be disastrous snd much more far resching than we have beem
able to make some of jour poople understand. Such setien

would be props andised by the Argeniine

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8,

By W. J. Btewart Dutiuﬂv 119




& division between usy it woula strengthen beth thelr dousstie
and their international position; snd because ouwr own people
tmu-mmmmmrutmmmum
shile t:-h.l.l' Sons are fighting all over the world, such sction
would have repercussions in the press, in publie discussions,
snd in Congress at a most unfortunate time.

Iwm.ﬂmm,mtmnsmm;uum
less meat for yuuwr people. As you know, you are getting all
th-ntmmun:rr-ﬂ;nuurishtn-mmm
you bave no contract, and you will recall that this was also
h“ﬂ!‘.hmﬁhﬂplﬂht&ﬂ“ﬂt&lﬂi
contract.

Ih-ﬁltﬂ-lmﬂnhlﬂlhﬂ'hﬂ.;h
liquidate this dengorous Nezi threat.

11-17=44
RPACES imet bl BC

DECLASSLE

By Deputy Archivi
By ¥. J. Btewart
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55/ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hovember 20, 19L4.

LONGHAIID OF THE PRESIDENT:

On qrotation bv Abraham Lincoln,
taken from frame and given to the
P=ime Ministe~ "Mnston S..Churchill,
khe 2rasident vrote the following:-

"For Winston on his Blrthdav = I would
g0 evan to Teheran to obe rith him again.
Franklin D. Poosevelt Hov. 0, 19L.i"
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 22, 1944

MEMORANDUK FOR
ADMINAL LIAHY

what do you think of sending
the enclosed to Churchill and sending
a copy to Eleenhowver with the statement
that I have sent it to Churchill for

his epproval end will let him know as

goon a8 I hear.

F. D. R.

l'eesage to Churchill re Joint steztement
to help bree's down Germen morele.

('Q.r‘?f:&d . Srasndirmas ﬁd.u; 2 '9"/)
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THE WHITE HOUSE

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

PAYMENT OF POSTAGE $300
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

£

THE PRESIDENT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 4, 1944

MR, LATTA:
This should go to the State
Department to send but & copy should

also go tc the Map Room at the Whlte

House,.
djb

v
]fr/l 'J/lqt{’
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: Original initialed "0.K. F.D.R." and
/ retw:amed to Mr. Stettinius for transmittal, 12/5/44.

THE WHITE HOUSE

tashington

THE BIGHT HONORABLE
WINSTON CHURCHILL, M. P,
PRIME MINISTER, LONDON,

I am deeply grateful for your message (No. 832
November 26, 1944) informing me of your decision to
continue purchases on a month to month basis for a
further six months' period. We will do everything in
our power to satisfy your understanding with respect
to other buyers as well as with respect to refrigerated
cargo space to which you refer in paragraph four.

I am sorry about the apparent misunderstanding men-
tioned in the last paragraph of your mesesage, and con-
cerning which I, of course, had no prior information. I
believe, however, that you will discover, as I did on fur-
ther investigation, that the document gquoted in your 833
did not refer to the matter of the meat contract, on

which we exchanged uessages in October, but to the general

DECLASSIFIED

i U.8
By Deputy Archiviet of the .
NOV 11971

By W. J. Btewart Date
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programming of your other imports from and exports to -
Argentina about which the Department of State submitied
inquiries to the Foreign Office in August and September.
This message was intended to be an inquiry on a matter of
common interest and, of course, in a sense a threat.

I am confident, however, ti.at this matter can readily
be adjusted end I want agein to thank you for your helpful

Iﬂ!llg'l-

FRARKLIN D. ROOSEVELT



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

November 28, 194

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Reply to the Prime Minister on
Argentine Meat.

I hand you herewith a suggested reply to the
Prime Minister's message informine us of the Brit-
ish decision to continue purchases of Argentine
meal on a spot basis for another six wmonths.

tie believe that there is nothing to be gained
by pointing out to the Prime Minister that the grad-
ual stiffening of our recuests in this matter was
prompted by our growing concern with the military-
Fascist character of the Farrell regime, an’ by evi-
aence that the reo¢1e would make propaganda and pol-
itical capital out of the signing of a contract.

As pointed out in the second paragraph of the
proposed reply, we find that the Prime Minister mis-
ta enly interpreted the Embassy's communication of
November 20 as referring to the negotiations on the
meat contract. The Embassy, on instructions from
the Department, was in fact trying to stimulate an
answer to our incuiries of August and September on
the general subject of British trade with Argentina--

inguiries, 1nc1€entally, to which we have yet to re-
ceive a renly

I am entirely confident, however, that we can
straighten these matters out without troubling you
further. The net result of the British action o
the meat contract is all to tuﬂ £00d.

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. letter, 1-11-78

oy Rl B g pato_FEB 101972




January 10, 1945

My dear iMr., Prime Minister:

In connestion with the recent posthumous
award of an American Distinguished Serviece Medal to
Fleld Marshal Sir John D111, I am sending you here-
with a ocopy of a Joint Hnmiut.lou of Congress
enacted on December 20 last, appreciating the
services of Pleld Marshal Sir John Dill, The fact
that Congress saw rit to take this aotion, which
is without precedent, and that the Chairman of
the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate,
the Honorable Tom Connally, introduced the Reaclution,
is not only formal recocgnition of the great servige
rendered by him in promoting unity of action on the
part of our respective eountries, but is an evidence
of a very wholesome state of mind in the midst of
the biekerings that are inevitable at this stage
of the war,.

I think 8ir John Dill rendered both our
countries a great service and I am delighted to
see 1t written clearly into the record,

Always sincerely,

The Prime Minister of Oreat Britain
London
England



[Pubric Law 516—78ra CoNcress]

[CraprER 621—2D SEssion]
[H. J. Res. 317]

JOINT RESOLUTION

Recognizing the outstanding serviee rendered to the United Natlons by Field
Marshal Bir John Dill,

Whereas the Con having been informed of the death of Field
Marshal Sir John Dill, ing"i’n.ahington, District of Columbia, on
November 4, 1844; and ’

Whereas the Arlington National Cemetery has been chosen as the final
resting place of this distinguished soldier; and 3

Whereas as the Senior British representative on the Combined Chiefs
of Staff, Field Marshal Sir John Dill, by his wisdom and devotion
to the vital cause of British-American military cooperation, ren-
dered a t service to the United Nations: Now, therefore, be it
Rsmhrgg} by the Senate and House of R‘cif;lfcsﬂwaﬁuea of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That the outstanding service

rendered to the United Nations by Field Marshal Sir John Dill be,

and it hereby is, recognized by the American people and the Congress
of the United States,
Approved December 20, 1944,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 10, 1945

MEMORANDOM FOR MISS TULLY
Subject: Argentige Meat

1 return herewith for your files the letter
addressed to the President dated November 22, 1944
from Lord Halifax enclosing the special collection
of communications exchanged between the President
and the Prime Minister and others on the Argentine
and British meat contracts which the President for-
warded to me on November 24.

In order that that file might be complete, I am
also attaching copiee of three outgoing messages .
which are directly connected with the Argentine meat
question. Y A

Enclosures: - i
/ /

Telegrams 10178, '
10004, 1761. |
Letter from Halifax
of November 22 and
enclosure.

DECLASSIFIED
gtate Dept. letter, 1-11-72

v Bpials poseFEB11ER



{ COPY 1 HPA s MHC)
OUTGOING TELEGRAK

THE WHITE HOUBE
Decamber 5, 1944

— S pome

AMEMBASSY,

LONDON.

10178

Please deliver the following message: QUOTE
THE RIGHT HCHORAELE

WINSTON CHURCHILL, M. P.

PRIME MINISTER, LONDON.

I am deeply grateful for your message (No. 832
Hovesber 26, 1944) informing me of your declsion to
continue purcheases on 4 month to month beszis for a
further six months' perlod. We will do everything
in our power to satlsafy your understanding with
respect to other buyers as well as with respect to
refrigerated cargo space to which you refer In para-
graph four.

I am sorry about the apparent misunderstanding
mentioned in the last parsgragh of your message, and
concerning which I, of course, had no prior information.

I belleva, however, that you willl discover, as I did
on further investigation, that the document quoted
in your 833 dld not refer to the matter of the meat

contract, on which we exchanged messages in October,

., -DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

By !‘ | 8 ‘l-_ Etewart
Pate SEG AL
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but to the genaral programming of your other imports
from and exports to Argentinm abcut which tha Department
of State submitted Ingquirfes te the Foreign Office in
August and September. This message was intended to be
an inquiry on & matter of cormon interest and, of course,
in no sense a threst,

I em confident, however, that this matter can
readily be sdjusted and I want again to thank you fer
your helpful message.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT MNQUOTE
(uva)

ETETTINIUS

(RHZ )
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(COPY:RPAMHC)

QUTGOING TELEGRAM
A ——

HO DISTRIBUTION - NO STENCIL
AMERICAN EMBASSY, Hovember 29, 1944
T pem.

LONDON.

10004

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM THE ACTING SECRETARY.

The President has referred to me your telegram
no. 1069 of November 26 to him. At the same time the
President sent me & copy of the Prime Minister's two
telegrama to him nos. 832 and B33 of November 26 in
regard to the Argentine meat situation. The Fresident
is of course sending & reply direct to the Prime Minister
to his messages. In the meantime I want you to know how
grateful all of us are for the decision of the Eritish
bovernment to continue meat purchases from Argentine
on & month to month basis for a further six months
pericd. We are grateful to you for the assistance which
you gave usz 1n obtaining this valusble messure of
cooperaticn from the Erltish Covernment, It 1s our
earneat hope that before the explration of that six
month perlod the Argentine situstion will have improved
&nd thls cancerous growth of fasclsm will have disup=-
peared from thils hemlaphere.



2=
-

1 wis distressed to learn that the Prime Minister
and Eden interpreted our telegram no. 9738 of November 18
in & way totally different from our intentlion. I am
8ll the more concerned that from the tone of your tela-
gram to the President you epparently shared this in-
terpretation. This telegram d1d not refer to the meat
contract but to the question of the general programming
of other Eritish imports from and exports to Argentina.
You may recall that we telegraphed you in August and
September to make inguirles of the Forelgn Office on
this subject. We have not even yet recelved a raply
from the Forelgn Offlee. Our telegrem no. 9738 deslt
with & proposed shipment which is for the reascns set
forth in that measage & metter of great emberrassment
and concern to us. We Intended our message to be in
the nature of an inquiry on a matter of common interest.
We dld not Intend it to be in eny sense a threat. In
explaining this orally and infermally to the appropriate
British suthoritles I hope that ¥ou will tell them that
we are stlll most anxious to receive their reply te our
Inquiries submitted in August snd September in regard
te the question of programming imports from and exports
to Argentina.



-3a

I am sending you in & separate telegram & brisf
personal message to be delivered to Mr. Eden In my
neme Iin regard to this matter,

I hope that you will feel free st all times to
take up with me any phase of our relations with and
poliey in regard to the United Kingdom. If you feel
at any that we are about to take mcticn or make inquiries
which seem unwise to you I am comnting on you to give

me the benefit of your views.

STETTINIUS
ACTING



(COFY :RPA 1MHC )

OUTGOING TELEGRAM

- December 7, 1944
7 p.m,

AVNEVEASSY,

BUENOS AIRES (ARGENTINA),

1781

For your informsticn, the British Prime Ninlster
informed the President on November 26 that British
meat purchases from Argentina will be continued cn a
month to month basis for six months from December 1,
1944, In thus sgreeing to postpone the conclusicn of
the contract, it was also polnted out that the British
desire our cooperation in keepling other buyers ocut of
the Argentine market and in making sure that they do

not (repeat not) get refrigerated cargo space.

STETTINIUS

pEOLABSIFIED
gtate Dept. letter, 1-11=72

oy fhidPhe peto LEB 1 LI



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C,

22nd November, 1944,

EEnsonal. avo S

Dear Mr, President,

The Prime Minister has asked
me to place in your hands the enclosed two
coples of recent relevant telegrams, on the
question of Argentine meat,

It will no doubt be on the
basis of these telegrams that he will be
sending you a further communication himself
on the subject,

Yours wvery sincerely,

The Honourable

Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States,

The White House,
MRCLASSTIFTRY

Washington, D.C. Wy hetherity of SoZol

ﬁ:i; é%g@ﬂ (20
pate_MAY D 1977



THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT

The circulation of this paper has been strictly limited. It is fssued

for the personal wse of .....................cccoevininn,

TELEGRAMS EXCHANGED
BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER,
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, MR. HULL
AND MR. STETTINIUS REGARDING
THE ARGENTINE AND THE BRITISH

MEAT CONTRACTS

3oth APRIL—13th OCTOBER, 1944

EECRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Sovt., Btate Dept. tel., 3-29-72
By k. B. Parke Date

MAY 5 1972
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'!‘I'II- DOCUMENT I8 THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT

TELEGRAMS EXCHANGED BETWEEN
THE PRIME MINISTER, PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT,
" MR. HULL AND MR. STETTINIUS REGARDING
THE ARGENTINE . AND THE BRITISH MEAT
CONTRACTS

jeth APRIL—13th OCTOBER, 1944

Mg, HuLi te Prime MixisTen, T.1012/4. 30.4.44.

Flease communicate to the Prime Minister my gratification at the renewed
expression of his infention to co-operate closely with us in the present Argentine
problem. The need for consultation and parallel action is underlined by the
recent manifestations of the willingness of some of the present Argentine
authorities to curry popular support and increase their power at the expense
of foreign capital. +

We have been considerably handicapped in our efforts to develop a formula
for recognition by the appearance in the press of statements to the effect that
the United Nations are becoming increasingly dependent upon Argentina for
supplies of food-stuffs and raw materials. I believe it is particularly important
at this time that no cfficial or semi-official statement be issued in either the
United States or Great Britain enmrilrnginF the extremists in the Argentine
régime by stressing hrightcf:mspecta of Anglo-Argentine trade in the pest-war
period or by emphnsising dependence of the United Nations on Argentina for
food and other commodities essential to the war effort. !

Prive Misister f0 Mr, HuLL, T.1018,/4. 1544

You may be sure we shall do all we can to help you in thig, as in other
affairs. The Foreign Office will send you a mgre detailed reply to-morrow
morning.

Presipest RooseverT to Prime Ministen. T.1386/4. 30.0.44.

1 understand that the Foreign Office is fully informed with regard to the
importance which we attach to the proposal-that Ambassador Eelly in Buenos
Aires be recalled for consultation,

We have announced Armour's recall. Almost all of the other Republics
are taking action. However, it is clear beyond an Eneulinn that the
vollective efiect of this action will be seriously prejudiced il{ elly stays on in
Buenes Aires,

In view of the im ce of a common stand at this time, I earnestly hope
that your decision will be a favourable one.

Priue Mixister fo PresipEst RooSEVELT. T.1304 /4. 1.7.44.

Your No. 575.%

1. I have discussed matter with Eden and we have decided to act as you
wiuhl;] Eden has telegraphed Buenos Aires recalling our Ambassador for
consultation.

* T, 1880/4.
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2. This decision has been taken in response to ap ra'o
stand.'" There is a good deal of anxiety in the ﬁnrnign
Cabinet. I do not myself see where this policy is leading to nor whit
to get out of the Argentines by this method. I only hope it will not adversely
nffect our vital interests and our war effort, -

4. I hope you will not mind my saying, as is my duty, that we ourselves
were placed in an invidious position by this American decision, to which we are
now asked to conform, being taken without consultation with us, We were faced
with a fait accompli,

Presmest Roosevert to Privme MixisTen. T. 1415/4. 6.7.44.

Your 723 of 1st July, 1944* was genuinely welcome, Your favourable
decision on the recall of Kelly concorrently with us and others has already
produced significant concrete results. The immediate reaction has been prompt,
concilintory and definitely in the right direction, with complete ahsence of
irritation of threats toward any country. I1f we continue to stand firm, letti
the Farrel Régime understand, in a tone not necessarily unfriendly, that it
cannot in violation of its pledge of hemispheric unity and solidarity support
the Axis in opposition to its sister nations, there is a good chance that this entire
matter can soon be cleared up. It is everywhere recognised that the issue at stake
in Argentina is the same as that which is involved in the war against the
Axis. I am confident, therefore, that there is not any risk in pursuing a firm
and forthright policy toward the Farrell Régime. Again my heartiest thanks.

* T, 1884/4.

Prive Mixister to PresinExT ROOSEVELT. T. 1447 /4. 14.7.44.

I ought to send you the immediately following® minute I have received from
Mr. Llewellin, the British Food Minister. We wish to do everything we can to
help you and Mr, Hull with the South American countries; but we think you
ought to have the formidable arguments of this minute before you, Please
remember that this community of 48 millions imported 868 million tons a year
before the war and is now managing on less than 25 millions, The stamina of
the workman cannot be maintained on a lesser diet in meat. You would not send
your soldiers into battle on the British Service meat ration, which is far above
what is given to workmen. Your people are eating E:r head more meat and more
poultry than before the war while ours are most sharply cut, 1 believe that if
this were put before Mr. Hull he would do all he could to help us to obtain a new
contract and nothing which would jeopardise its chances, I therefore hope that
you will do so.

* T. 14484

Prime MinisTer fo PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. T. 14458 /4. 14.7.44.
Following is minute referred to in my immediately preceding telegram® :—
I am very worried at the position into which we are getting with the

L L whu s vl 40 f ted
upon that coun or over cent, of my im meat,
If 1 fail to get it, the 1s. 2d, m:{t ration will E:.rva to be red&md ﬁrnborut Gd,
Even a temporary loss of supplies will redoce the ration.
We are very grateful to the Americans for the meat they are sending us.
I do not believe that they can send us such an increase as to make up

for the loss of our w&pliu from the Argentine

In any event, such additional meat would be largely pork and we h
too Eﬁf proportion of that now. s o lTa
e meat we get from the Argentine is beef and mutton,
My present contract with the Argentine runs out in October. I am .

anxious to renew it for three to four years, in order to make sure that the
le of this conntry will get the meat they want and need,
_ﬁufmm*m _n:.wrt.hlu.|F iod of o afterwards o4 oy o1 Sy

Ttis to be most It for me to persuade the Argentines to I
me have all their exportable surplus of meat for this period, unla:nmm nﬁ

* T, L4TH.

]



surmount the present political difficulties. If we it it will go to the

common pool for allocation by the Combined Food rd. If we tail to get

it both the Americans and ourselves are running the risk of those liberated

countries which have foreign balances mmpetinf independently for the
g only

meat, running up the prices and thus benefiting only the tin
I think?%h&gafum].}yuu ought to be wnr:w?mw of the pmitiu:l‘whiell is
likely to arise.
The Foreign Secretary has seen this minute and knows that I am
sending it to you.
Presinent Rocsevert fo Privme Mivister. T.1481/4. 23.7.44.
Your 730.*

I would not do anything in the world to cut down the supply of meat of
England. Heaven knows that it is already quite short enough. We would do
nothing to prevent your getting a new contract.

I hope, however, that you will, in very firm, clear disgruntled tones of voice
let Argentina know beyond a doubt that we are all fed up with her pro-Axis
sentiments and practices. She is the only nation of North, Central and South
America acting thus. 1 think it would help if you could instil this into their
stubborn heads and, at the same time, get t.ge meat contract. Argentina knows
full well that if, on its own initiative, deliveries of meat to England were to be
delayed or ut.op{ajeq at this time, its action would everywhere be considered a
betraf'nl of the United Nations,

suggest that you examine the full statement of our pesition on Argentina
which was transmitted to Winant for delivery to Eden on Thursday of this week.

" T. 14474

Mnu. SteTTINvIUS fo PRIME MINISTER. T.1560/4. 48544

Your clear and direct reference to Argentinn in the Commons eflectively
states our common position toward the Farrell régime. It iz a great contribution,
There can now be no doubt in Argentina or anywhere else concerning our joint
determination to stand firm on non-recognition and to see the business throogh
until we are certain that there is no remaining vestige of Nazi power or influence
in this hemisphere. The Secretary, who is away from the Department for a few
days, has personally asked that 1 associate him whole-heartedly with this

message.

Prive MivisTer to Mu. STETTINIUS. T. 1580/4. 5.8.44.

Thank you so much for your message® and Mr. Hull for associating himself
with it. Please do not forget our beef and mutton, ®

* T, 1550/4.
Prime Minister to PresipExt RooSEVELT, T, 1665/4 23844
T am thankful that you see our point about getting a new Argentine meat
contract. We are going ahead nmgm with nﬁiﬁnu]t tiations and

hope that nothing will h tE}'.uu:n to hazard them. We have no wish or intention
Wi

to present the anything they can represent as a diplomatic triumph.

2. 1 hope that you liked ‘my refereice to A tina on #nd August; from
all acconnts Argentines do not seem to have liked it Wumtuhnnﬁrmd
as to objectives and 1 hope that we can also as to tactice. We will not
send our Ambassador back or ise the Argentine Government until we

have discussed with you what we think the situation requires. Our Embﬁ“r
have now received our views lnxlf::nd them to your State Department. Now
that we have said in public just what we think of the present tine Govern-
mmaﬂ 1 tdf most pumut!my bnpef that you willtégnm the g-;lnneh or a good m:;i
s giving of us an opportunity to examine a common poli
- the tines a chance to mend their ways, which they can never dulﬂﬂr the
glare of public indictment.




———
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Presment Hoosevert fo Prise MiNigren, T.1670/4. 268544,
Your 766.% : ]
We are watching with sympathetic interest your efforts to get Argentina

in line with our appetites, and we hope your efforts will be crowned with success,
I have no dougzﬂ that a satisfactory meat contract will be arranged. After

all, they must sell their beef and no other diner is in sight. i

= T, 10054,

Presient Roosevert to Prime MinisTen, T.1709/4. 1.9.44

In connection with the Argentine meat negotiations you have no doubt seen
the message to Buenos Aires E}ﬂrmn the Argentine Ambassador in London in
which the Ambassador warned his Government that its difficulties were "' no
longer centred on suspension of relations with the United States and that
Argentina was being placed ** in a position of isolation ris-d-ris the Allied and
friendly nations.”" He added that according to a * big meat packer the Allied
nations are now in a position to do without Argentine meat for six months with
no trouble at all and for twelve months with some sacrifice.”” The Ambassador
also said that his information tallies with that from the Argentine commercial
counsellor in Washington and with the view expressed for some timugnﬁaat. by the
Ambassador himself that the United Nations may make fewer purchases from
Argentina.

rgaﬁninm we know that the Colonels are falling all over themselves to get you

to buy their meat, I am confident that you will agree that the Ambassador's
message was an extremely bad piece of news for them, 1y

Aﬁ? the evidence that has come to my attention reinforces our belief that you
are in an excellent position to use the negotiations to support the whole Alfied
stand in this hemisphere against this broad Fascist movement, You will certainly
have no tronble on the bee?nand mutton matter in any event,

Presipext RoosEvirT te Prive MivisTen, T.1917/4. 11.10.44.

We have been informed by Winant that the Minietry of Food now intends to
conclude a four-year contract for the exportable surplus of Argentine meat with
prices firm for the first two years. Winant does not state whether the proposal
of the Ministry of Food has been approved by the Government.

I feel very strongly that the conclusion of any contract at the present time
would seriously prejudice our entire stand and would create the im ression in
Argentina, throughout the American Republics and in this country that we are
not sumdin%' together on this important problem.  Your people here in
Washington have undoubtedly informed you that the position which we have
taken toward Argentina has the overwhelming support of our Press and of all
sectors of our public.

You will recall that your people negotiated for ten Iong months before
8i up your last contract with Argentina, and that was done before the
Colonels took over in Buenos Aires.

For the reasons which I have ex pressed to you on several occasions, and which
I recently expressed publicly, T hope you will continue on a month-to-month basis
for some time to come, T feel that we can break this problem if we present a firm
united stand during the weeks immediately ahead. '

Prive MivisTeR to Presmest Rooseverr. T.1923/4. 131044,
Your No. 625, * .
. I have given instructions to the Food Minister that long-term contract
is to be negotiated fnrtbamtmupiaormunth:urwan&tfumnmwpmmd
meanwhile on a month-to-month basis, during which time we can discuss matters
further. We are worried for fear that French, inn and presently the Dutch
will come into the market with plenty of gold. Nevertheless we shall make no
arrangement at present time but later on I must address vou again on the subject,

* T. 18174




January 11, 1945.

Dear Winstom:-

I thought you would like to see
this copy of the Resolution by the Congress
recognizing the services of Field Marshal Bir
John Dill. Thent.hlrdnyinhulnrrahlrlm
little ceremony in my office when I presented
the Distinguished Service Medal to Lady Di11.

I will see you soon.

As ever yours,

Shabillll D, BOOSEVELT

Honorable Winston 8. »
Prime Minister of Great Britain,

Englund.

This was a photograph of the Joint, Hesolution,the originel of which
was approved by the President on 12/20/44,.



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 285, D. C.

Jarmary 8, 1945

MEMCORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON 3

Attached is a photograph of the Joint Resolution of
Congress commemorating the services of Field Marshal Sir
John Dill., I thought that this might be useful in comection
with the sugpestion made by General Marshall in his memorandum
of January 2 to the President, a copy of which I enclose, to
the effect that the President might forward a copy of the
Resolution to the Prime Minister. I also am sending an extra
photograph of the Resolution for file in the White House.

A

B. W. DAVENPCRT
Lt- Gnl'. G. B'l C’i
Asst. Sec., Gen. Staff



January 2, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT;

Subject: DSM and Joint Resolution of Congreas regarding the
services of Pleld Marshal Sir John M11,

The DSM you awarded posthumously to Field Marshal Dil1l has not
been presented to Lady ™11 nor has she received the Resolution of Con=
gress apmresiating his services which was passed on December 20th, Oo-
ples of the citation for the DS and of the Joint Resolution of Congress
are attached hereto,

Isrmldmggcstthntinvimnfthnmtﬂmthdymniu
leaving shortly for Ingland you present her with the Matinguished Ser-
vice Medal and copy of the citation over yeur slgnature and at the same
time hand her the Joint Resolution of Congress.

I should also suggest that you send a copy of the Joint Reso-
lution to Mr. Churehill with gomé such comment as the followings

"I am sending you herewlth a copy of a Joint Resolu-

tion of Congress enacted on December 20 last, appreciating
the services of Field Marshal Sir Joln Dill, The fact

'Ithinkmumdn‘dbuthmumh'iuamt
th.urdund.: ndﬁlid:hdtomituittmnluﬂyinto
record,”

(Signed) G. C. MARSHALL

CHIEF OF STAFF



1/16/45

LANDUM:
In view of the fact that the President
personally dictated a letter to the Prime Minister
of Great Britain, transmitting a photograph of the
Joint Resolution recognizing the services of Field
Marshal Sir John D111, the attached draft was not
sent. This action taken with Miss Tully's approval.



January 8, 1945

RESPECTFULLY REFERRED Tu THE

FRESTIDENT .




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 10, 1945

liy dear lir. Prime [!inister:

In connectlon with the recent posthumous
award ol an Ameriecan Distinzuished Service liedal to
Fleld ilarshal Sir John D1l1l, I am sendinz you here-
with a copy of a Joint Hesolution of Congress
enacted on December 20 last, appreciatinc the
services of Pleld ilarshal Sir John Dill. The fact
that Congress saw it to take this action, which
1s without precedent, and that the Chairman of
the Forelgn Relations Committee of the Senate,
the llonorable Tom Connally, introduced the Resolution,
1s not only formal recognition of the great service
rendered by him in promoting unity of action on the
part of our respective countrles, but 1s an evidence
of & very wholesome state of mind in the midst of
the bickerings that are inevitable at this stage
cf the war,

I think Sir John Dill rendered both our
countries a great service and I am deli_hted to
see 1t written clearly into the record,

Always sincerely,

/1%. adie ﬂw‘-—«ék

The Prime liinister of Creat Britain
London
England
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{“..,Il.} JCPELTLNE, L
AND BEGUHLE

The following is a correct and complete version

of the Prime lMinister's speech delivered in the liouse

of Commons today i

(Please have coples sent to the

White House, the Secretary of the Treasury, the S:ocre-

tary of War and the Secretary of the Navy:)

The Prime Minister (I'r. Clhurchill):

I gathered

that it was the desire of the House that there should

be & further discussion of the war and foreign situow-

tions and policies at this time, before any new important

internationol conferences toke place.

I vill try to sdur-

vey the whole=~I cannct say the whole, but large and

select portions--of this vast scene to the best of my

lot
ability. It has fellen to the hard/of Britain to

play o leading pert in the Mediterranean, and partie

cularly in the Eastern Mediterranean, We have great

responsibilities, end we have made great exertions,

there,

In Italy the British, or BritisheControlled,

Divisions under

o
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Divisions under Field Marshal Alexander's command,

and still more if the whole area of the Mediterranean

is included, outnumber three-fold those of the Unlted

States, There is battle along the whole front in Ttaly,

and behind the front, in the hard-stricken peninsula,

are many economle and political difficulties, The

old structure, with 1ts hateful rigours has been des=

troyed, and in 1ts place we have had to ralse a govern-

ment of improvisation. We have the Bonomi Government,

which has beemn trying to do 1ts best under extraordinary

difficultlies, but which of course has no electoral

authority behind it, But now, at any time perhaps in

a few months, perhaps ruch sooner--, for no one can

tell what is proceeding in the minds of the German

war leaders--The Germans will be driven out of Italy,

or will perhaps withdrawi and immediately the great

pnpulil:ma districts of the north, the citles of Turin,

Milan, and other centres of industry and activity and

a large population of all kinds of political views

but uuntain§ng great numbers of vehement, or viclent |

politicians, and in touch with brave men, who have

been fighting and maintaining a gu:rrilla warfare In

the Alps, all these will be thrown--probably at o time

when the northern regions have been stripped bare of i
food by the retreating
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food by the retreating Germens--hungry upon the 3
fragile structure of the Itallan Government in Rome, ;
with consequences which cannot be accurately foreseen,
and certainly not measured,

ﬁ?w necessary it 1s for Britaln and the United
States, who bear the chief responsibilities, to main-
tain the closest and most intimate contact in the scl-
utlion of all these new problema, Let me say once and
for all that we have no political combinations, in
Europe or elsewhere, in reapect of which we need Italy
as a party. We need Italy no more than we need Spain,
because we have no designs which require the support
of such powers. We must take care that &ll the blame
of things going wrong is not thrown on ua, This, I
have no doubt, can be provided against, and to some
extent I am providing against it now, :

We have ont principle about the liberated countries,
or the repentant satelllte countries which we strive
for according te the best of our ablllty and resources,
Here 1a the princliple. I wlll state it in the broedest
and most familliar terma: Government of the people,
by the people, for the people sEt up on 2 basia of free
and universal suffrage election, with secrecy of the
ballot and no intimidation, That is and hes always

been the policy

=
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been the poliey of this government 1n all countriea,
That is our only aim, our only interest, and our only
care, It 1s to that goal that we try to make our way
across all the difficulties, obstocles end perils of
the long roand, Trust the people, make sure they have
a foir chonce to decide their deastiny without being
terrorized from either quoarter or regimented. There
is our policy for Italy, for Yugoslavia and for Greece,
What other intereats have we thgn that? For that we
shall atrive and for that alone,
The general principle which I have enunciated
guides us in our rtlatiﬁna with Yugoslavin, Ve have
no apeclsl interest in the pollitical regime which pre-
valls in Yugoslavia, Few people in Brlitoin I imagine
are going to be more cheerful or more dewncast bzn{lus:
of the future constitution of Yugoslavia, However,
because the King and the Royal Yugoslev Government took
refuge with us at the time offgéimnn invasion we have
acquired a aEr‘!.'.nfin duty towari: the government and
peoples on the other side of the Adriatic which can
nn.'!.ﬁr be diﬂclﬂrng in a correct and formal ﬁm:r auch
as, for instance, would be provided by a pleblscite, I
am the earlieet cutside supporter of Mershal Tito. It
is more than a year since in thfﬂ House I extolled his
Guerilla virtues to

e S
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Guerilla virtues to the world. ‘hums of my best friends
and the Honorable and gallant member for (#) Preston
(Major Churchill) is there with him or his.rorc:a oW,
I earnestly hope he may prove to be the saviour and
the unifier of his country, and he is undoubtedly at
this time its undisputed master. |

Recently Bulgaria and Rumania have passed under
the control of the Soviet Military authorities and
Russian-controlled armies are in direct contact with
Yugoslavia. As we feared that there might be mis-
understandings and contrary policies between us and
the Soviet Government about Yugoslavia, which can
€asily arise when armies enter a country which is in
great disorder, the Foreign Seecretary and I reached
at Moscow an understanding with Marshall 3talin by
which our two countries pursue a Joint policy in these
reglons, after constant discussions. This agreement
raised no question of divisions of territory or spheres
‘of Interest after the war. It arrived only at the
avoidance, during these eritiecal doys, of friction be-
tween the great Allies, In practice I exchanged tele-
graﬁs on behalf of His Majesty's Government perascnally
with Marshall 3talin about the difficulties which arise,
and about what is the best thing to do. We keep

Preaident Roosevelt
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President Roosevelt infermed constantly,

In pursuance of our joint policy, we encouraged -
the mnking of en agreement between the Tito chernmznt
which with Russian assistance, has now installed it- :
8elf in Belgrade, and the Royal Government of Yugoslavia,
which is seated in London, and recognized by us as,

I believe, by all the powers of the United Nations,
Marshal Stalin and His Eajesty's Government consider
that agreement on the whole to be wise. We believe
that the arrangements of the Tito-Subasic agreement

are the best that can be made for the immediate future
of Yugoslavia, They preserve the furh and the theme

of monarchy pending the taking of a fair and free
plebiscite as soon s conditions allow, King Peter II
fgrees in prineiple with these arrengements, but he
makes certain r:asrvati?na. The nature and effect of
these are, I understand, at present under discussion,

I should hesitate to Prophesy or to promise how nll
this will turn out, but in all the clrcumstances, and
having regerd to the chootic conditions arising out of
this war, I do not sce what else except this Tito-Subasic
agreement could be done by His Majesty's Government and
the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics than to cor=
tribute what they can to bringing about the wideat

possible meEasure of agreement among Ihgoslavn, end to
Ensure that th:a:

—
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ensure that these issues should not become a cause
of friction among Allies, It is a matter of days within
which a decision must be recched upon this matter, and
if we were so unfortunate as not to be eble to obtain
the consent of King Peter, the motter would have, in
fact, to go ahead, his cssent being presumed, The
King's point of view, £s I understood 1t was that

he was anxious about becoming respons ible,. while he
had no power, for eny severities or confiscations
which might take place in his country before the plebe
iscite decided whether it was to be a monarchy or o
republie, Such secruples must be reapected, but can-
not necessarily, in these times, indefinitely prevent
the march of events,

From the troubles of Italy and Yugcslavia we come
naturally to these of Greece. Onee again we are guided
by our simple policy: victory ageinast the Germans; the
establishment of ond nid to the most coherent ond sube
stantinl government mochine thot can be found; the de-
livery of such food as We and our Allies can spore ond
our combined shipping afford; the maintenance of toler-
able conditions of law and order; ané the holding of
plebiscites or general elections fairly and squarely--

then exit at the earliest precticable moment, We toil
through a mighty
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mage but I can assure the Commlttee 1t is not without
plan: The story of events in Greece has been told so
fully in the newspapéers that I shall not attempt a

chronological or descriptive account=-(Interruption).

‘I beg that I may not be interrupted, Every two or

three minutes the Honorable member for West Fife

(Mr, Gallacher) who receives exceptional courtesy. in
this House thinks it necessary to assert himself by
making some hulf-inaudib:_lt: and ocecasionally partiallye
intelligent interruption, I do not think that is in
accordance with the wish of the Committee or the condi-
tions of our debate.

I sald that I should not attempt a long chrono= !
logical mccount but there is no case in my experience
certainly not in my war-time experience where a PBritish
government has been so maligned and its motives so
traduced in our own country by important orgons of the
pPress or among our own people, That this should be
done amid the perils of this war now at its climax
hos filled me with surprise and sorrow, It bodes 111
for the future in which the 1ife and strength of Britain
compared to other powers will be tested to the full
not only in the war but in the aftermath of war., How
can we wonder and: 8t1ll less how can we complain of

the attitude of hostile or indifferent newspapers in

the United States
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the United States when we have in this country witnesaed
such a melancholy exibition as that provided by some
of our most time-honoured and responsible juurn&la—f
and other to which such epithets would hardly apply.
Only the aulidlund purposeful strength of the national
coalition government could have enabled us to pursue
unflinching and unylelding the course of poliey cnd
principle on which we were and are resolved.

But our task hard as it wes has been and is still
DEing rendered vaastly tgii':‘:agifficult by a spirit of
goy reckless unbridled partisenship which hos been
let loose on the Greek question and hos fallen upon
those who have to bear the burden of government in
times like these. I have never been connected with
any large enterprise of policy about which & wos
more sure in mind and conscience of the rectitude of
our motives of the clarity of our principles and of
the wigour preciasion and success of our setion than
what we have done in Greece,

We went to ér::cz for the second time in this war,
We went with the full cpproval of both our great gllies,
We went on the Invitation of a Greek Government in
which all parties even the Communists were represented
and as 2 result of 4 miliscry conference at which the

generals of Elas
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generals of Elas and of Edes were equelly present,

We came with good gifts in our hands stabllity and
asslstance to the all-party Greek Government who

were formed and had to face the confuslon left by

the flight of the Germans, We brought food clothing
and supplies. We came with & small force of troops,
We took up our positions from no military point of
view scattering and sprecding our troops in a rnumber
of places on the coast and at small points inlond where
we hoped to bE able to pour in the largest numbers of
supplies as quickly as possible to a very hungry
PEople, We were recelved with flowers and cheers and
other expressions of rapture and we Britiaﬁ the wicked
British--so denounced by the American correspondents
whose nomes have no doubt been noted by the House ond
80 hounded by some of our own--busied themselves in
thé distribution of supplies throughout those parts
of the country to which we hed access,

We hed mede Greece safe for UNRRA before the
outbrngk tock plece. Meanwhile for a period of six
WeEks or so the Greek Government representative of all
parties were distracted by internal divisions and
street demonstrations ond all the time he Communiste
directed forces were drawing down from the north and
infiltrating into the city of Athens in which they

had also o
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had also & strong local faction. We hed furnished
these men for several years with arms in consider=
able quantities in the hope that they would fight
against the Germans, They accepted the arms and

they kept them and other arms they procured from

the Italiens and the Germans in their retreate-
captured or bought or otherwise obtained--and they
kept them with a plan to seize the power of the Greek
state in Athens once the Germans eleared out and

went away. (Interruption) I cannot gurrantee to carry
unanimous opinion with me at every stage in the dias=~
cussion of what is admittedly the most controversial
matter of the hour in British poliey,

I must speak a 1ittle about these Greek Communists
among whom Macedonlan and Bulgarien elements ars olso
found possibly with territorial ideas of their own,
They are o very formidable people, They have a theme
nndf;nlicy which they pursue by merciless methods while
2ll sorts of other people in these reglons hdve only
been trying to keep body and soul together, I have
beeEn told thaﬁ I made a mistake in under-roting the
rower of the Communiste=directed Elas, I must admit
that I judged them on thelr form cgainst the Germans,

I do not wish to
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I do not wish to do them any military injustice, Of
course 1t was not against the Germans they were trying
to fight to any great extent, They were simply taking
our arms lying low and awalting the moment when they
could seize power in the capital by force or intrigue
and make Greece & Communist state with the totalifarian
liquidation of all opponents. I was misled by the
11ttle use they were againat the Germans especially once
the general victory of the Alliga became probable in spite
of the arms we gave to them: I certainly under-rated
them as a fighting force, If I am accused of this miastake
I can only say with M. Clemenceau on a celebrated occasiong
“szhaps I have made a number of other mistakes of which
you have not heard,"

While the British were busy dlstributing the food
and endeavouring to keep things steady the EAM and
Communist ministers who were eventually increased to
seven in the Papandreou cabinet were playving a different
games Throughout this has been a struggle for power,
They were playing the game of the ELAS bands and of their
cammunia£ directors, While sitting in M. Papandreou's
cablnet they were working in the closest combination with
the foreces gathering to destroy it and all that he and
other colleagues represented In the every day 1life of

¥

GrecEcEs
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Greeces EAM and Communist ministers threw sand in the
wheels of the government at very stage, They did thelr
best to hamper the landing and distribution of food by
provoking strikes on some occasions, In additlon they
fought over every officer in the army which it was
necessary for the poor state to ralse--you cannot have
a state without some kind of national army; I am
entirely against privaete armies and we are not going
to bave private armies, Every single appointment was
wrangled over in this time of erisis till the last
minute and then when the moment came when the fierce
mountaineers who had been so tame and idle against

the Germans had got well into the clty of Athens--==-

Mr. S, 0, Davies (Merthyr): That is not true.

The Prime Minister: Well I speak according to the
best information I have,.

Mr. 3. O, Daviess It is not true; 1t is a slander
on the Greeks,

The Prime Minister; I have spared no pains te try
to learn what I believe are the facts. I consider myself
far better informed on this matter than I was a month
or six weeks ago but what I have learned with great
pains and patience has led me to a strengthening of my
original conclusions eand among them ls undoubtedly
the conelusion that the ELAS armed bands at any rate

for the




|
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for the last two years played very little part
against the Germans, Now I really cannot argue with
my Hone friend. No doubt he and some of those who
hold his views will have an opportunity of extolling
their glorious deeds, I personelly am not prepared to
pay them anything like the tributes which are paid to the
heroic French or Belgian Maquis or to the men in Italy
who are in the mountains fighting their desperate battle.
It seems to mEe thzﬁ toock ald from us with their eyes
on more important local matters after the general war
WaE OVEIs

Every single appointment was wrangled over and when
the fierce mountaineers had got well into the city and
Joined up with their confederates inside them all those
seven ministers of the government resigned 1like clockwork
Except one whom I told the house about before who was a
1ittle late but by running very hard under the threat
of death managed fn keep hla appointments So far the
Allies seemed very content with what had happened in
GPEECE;. Our minds rested upon its liberation from the
Germenss We expected a certain amount of local ebullition
while matters read justed themselves and food could come in.
After all there were other things going on at the same
times We rested on the pleasure which our early reception

in Athens
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in Athens and other Greek cities and 1slands had given
to all of us especially to those who care deeply about
Greece and her future,

Now we come to a new phase about which 1t was not
possible to consult our Allies and upon. which action
had to be taken immediately. On the night of 4th-5th
December I hed before me a serles of telegrams which
showed that the advancing ELAS forces in Athens the
Communists and all they could gather with them were
within about 1,000 yards of the centre of Greek
Government in the Hotel Grande Bretagne and also within
the same distance or even less of the British Embassy
into which sll our womenfolk of the clpher departments
and others had been gathered and 1t seemed that the
overrunning of these places or at any rate of the seat
of government by this ferocious and well-armed
well-directed mob or army if you likE---=--

Mr. Gallacher (Fife West): Brigands,

The Prime Minister--or army of brigands if the
Hon. member wishes---I shall have to tell the Committee
much worse about them than that before I have finished.
This was about to take place, Almost all the police -
stations in Athens and the Piragus had been occupled
or stormed by ELAS forces some with the slaughter of
every single inmate, Firing was widespread throughout

the clty==
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the city--it was growing it was approaching., General
Scoble signalled:

"A general strike has been declared 1n Athena.
All power and utility services have ceased werking.
Unless full order can be restored the situation of the
government will be ecritical. All British troops
including the parachute brigade are belng held here,"
We were about to take some of our troops awey when
this happened. The parachute brigade was needed in
Italye The hour was late or rather early--two o'clock
in the morning. Orders were sent to Gemeral Scoble
to take over the military commend of Athens and
reatore and maintain order by whateveEr measurea WEre
necessary, If I did wrong I teke the full responsibility
! but my celleagues are most desirous to share it with me,
For three or four days or more 1t was a struggle to
prevent a hideous massacre in the centre of Athens in
which all forms of government would have been swept
away and noked triumphant Trotskylsm installed, I
think "Trotskyists" is a better definition of these
ptople end of certain other sects than the normal word
and it has the advantage of being equally hated in
Russia, However by the skin of our teeth and thanks to
the resolution of the handful of British scldiers on

the spot the
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the spot the assailants were hurled back and Athens and
as I firmly believe Greek freedom were saved,

On Christmas Day I thought it necessary to go to
Athens with my right Hon, griend the Foreign BeEcretary.
There was a demand from many quarters for the Regency and
for the Archbishop. I was anxious to test that on the
spott I was anxious to see what could be done at the
conference of all parties including of course the
representatives of EAM and the Communists which I asked
the Archbishop to convene in Athens. At this conference
those severed by mortal hatred--mortal and living hotred--
WEre seated around a toble ond found themselves united
upon the Regency and in their minds at thet time there
was obviously only one man who could fill it. So the
Forelgn Secretary and I on our return laboured with
the Greek King in order to procure his nssent. WE were
successful and on 3lst December Archbishop Damaskinos
was Invested with the royal power pending his Regency
and I think with more than the royal power. |

We did not seek to be consulted about his meosures
nor did we Interfere in the choice of his Prime Minister i
nor in the character and composition of his government, |
I did not know when I left with any assurance who would
be his Prime Minister or what men would be chosen by
that Prime Minlster and approved by him to fill the

government .
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government, I gathered however that there was a general
desire to avold merely getting the leaders of parties
together but rather to plek strong and real representatives
of those partles the leaders of which are very numerous
and not always free from the dangers of being discredited.
The Archbishop struck me as being a very remarkable man
with his headgear towering up morally as well as physically
above the chaotie.seene, I am sure he would not have
undertaken his responsibilities unless he had been free
te exerecise his own jJudgement.

He enlled upcn General Plastiras who under his
close guldance formed a government of the character I have
described--Liberal Socialist Left Wing Democratic and
Republican in fact a2s we are assured with all the modern
virtues but undoubtedly violently against the Communists.
People here thlk of making o government of all parties
end of every ont belng persunded to fall upon each
others necks or at any rate to work together in a
sensible moanner, I must admit thet I had had some of
these 1deas when I flew to Athens on Christmos Day but the
House must not suppose that in these forelgn lands matters
are settled as they would be here in England., Even here
it 1s hard enough to keep a coalition together even

between men who although divided by party have a
SUpPreme
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supreme object and so much else in common. But imagine

what the difficultles are in countrles racked by Civil

War past or impending and where clusters of petty

rarties have eoch their own set of ocppetites misdeeds

ond revengess If I had driven the wife of the Deputy

Prime Minister out to dile in the snow, 1f the Miniater

of Labour had kept the Forelgn Secretary in exile for a

great mony years, if the Chancellor of the Exchequer had

shot at and wounded the Secretary of State or War or

the head of one or other of the great spending

deportments,1f we who sit here together hod bock-bitten

and double-crossed each other while pretending to work

together and had all put our ovm group or party first and

the country nowhere and hod all set ideologles slogona

or labels in front of comprehension comradeship and duty

we should certainly to put it at the mlldest have come

to o general election much sooner than 1s now likely.
When men have wished very much kill each other and

heve feared very much thot they will be killed quite soon

it is not posaible for them next day to work together

as friends with colleagucs against whom they have nursed

such Intentlons or from whom they have drived such fears,

We nust recognize the difference between our affairs

and thosg which prevailed in Athens especially while
" the firing
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the firing was continuous all round us, That cannot
possibly be overlooked., We should have been very glad to
have seen a united government set up., We left them
to it with a strong urge and appeal to unite and save
their country no exception being made of Communists
or any ont at that moment., All next day they struggled.
On several occasions the entire Liberal Party left the
room and were with difficulty shepherded back into their
places, It was absolutely certain that no agreement
to form a united front could be reached and since then
far worse things have happened than had happened before.
The days passed, Our reinformcements rapidly and
steadily arrived., They were found without altering the
operations on the Italian front by putting I am sorry to
say an extra effort on divisions which were resting and
which would otherwise have grne to rest camps. But the
troops accepted these dutlies in the most loyal and hearty
spirit and have frequently expressed the opinion that
the people they were fighting were even dirtier than
the Germans, Street by street Athens was cleared,
Progress was very slow because of the care taken to
disentangle thw women and children and innocent civilians
who were all intermingled with people in plain clothes

who were firing.
The ossaillants
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The assailants have fled; Attica 1s free; a truce
has been signed giving e much larger area of peace and
order around Athens and the Pireaus which are the heart
of Greece and which have always-been the dominant center
of the 1ife of Greece. More than one quarter of the
Entire population lives there and in the region now
liberated. I have not the slightest doubt that in the
opinions they expressed and in the views they take they
represent at least four-fifths of the whole Greek ration
if it could express its view with conditiors of PEOCE
and normal tranquility. Fighting has ccosed now except
for skirmishes with parties of ELAS troops who probably
have not yet heard the news in this primiﬁivz country.
Now the Greek people cen talk things over as they choose
under the guldance of Archbishop Damaskinos who is also
ready to receive and has invited the representatives of
EAM or what i1s left of EAM in the politicel structure
and ELA3 to come to meet hin,

What do we seek in Greece? Do we wont anything
from Greece? What port do they play in our so-called
power politles? How much does it matter to us from a
national point of view what form their government takes?
I repeat: we want nothing from Grecce but her friendship
and to earn that and deserve that we have to do our

duty.




|
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duty. Ve cannot dia:ntanglzlouraﬁlVEa from Greece
immediately after what has haprened. We cannot de so
untll there can be elther a free vote or a guarantee of

a free vote under the most stringent and impartial
supervision a vote of all the Oreck pcople as to whnt they
want In the future. Whotever they decide monarchy or
republic left or right that shall be their law as far

a8 we are concerned, When I see all tr:c fury Expended on
this subject and whenwe are abused without one shadow

of truth as far as if we wented some islands or bases from
Greece os if we needed their nid to keep ourselves alive

I feel odded anxiety for the future which with all its
sombre and infinitely complicated problems is closing
roapldly dpon ua.

Hﬁwevcr the "ceasg fire" hos sounded and the
rejoleings of the people of Athens have once again
acclaimed the liberating British troops this time with
an intense agonised fervour, At any rate there is o regio
where about 1,500,000 men and women ean earn their doily
living without fear of pillnge or of being killed in
street fighting. Meanwhile as a result of these events
and also of the complete clearance of the city which
proceeded for several weeks with heavy fighting night
and day various alphabetical groups like Ske ond Eld

have I am informed speaking by the best available
leaders they
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leaders they have--for all is in eonfusion--subtracted
themselves from EAM leaving now only KEE the camunist in
uncomfortable isclation clinging to thelr hostages.

LEt me now read an extract from a despatech from our
Ambassador Mr. Leeper whom I have seen at closg quarters in
difficult and dangerous circumstances and who I am bound
to -say has grown in stature with the teste which have been
epplied so severely and increasingly to him--a man now
labouring with the utmost earnestness for a peace on the
broodest possible bosis, This is what he says:

"Ever since the Germens left the Qéull but well-armed
Communist Party"--he wrote this in a despatch a day or two
ngo=="--hns been practising o reign of terror all over
the country. Nobody can estimate the number of people
killed or arrested before the revolt in Athens actually
began but when the truth can be known there will be
terrible stories to tells When the fighting began in
Athens the brutalities increased ropidly. Men women and
children were murdered here in large numbers and thousands
of hostages were taken drogged along the roads and many
left to die, Reports from Salonilti show that much the
same things was happening th:raf“

Mre As Bevan (gbbw Vale): on a point of order. I
understond that the right Hon. azntlcman was quoting

from a
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from a document sent to him by the British Ambassador
in Athens, May I be allowed to ask that the papers be
.lald upon the tatle?

The Prime HMinister: It is fully within the rights--=

Mry Ae BeEven: The right Hon, Gentleman is not the
chairman,

The Chairman (Major Milner): The Hon. Gentleman
has put a question to me, The answer is that Except
in matters where it is ngainat.thz public interest it
1s usual to lay such documents on the table,

Mr, Gallacher? I want to ask if it is in order
for the Prime Minister to quote from one of his own
speeches 25 years ago about Sovigt Russin?

The Prime Minister: Evidently the chance remark which
I made the other day to the Hone Member has stung him
deeplys I shall continue to probe corefully the exact
political shade which he adopts. With regard to this
document I think I should be quite ready to lay the
telegram which I quoted, .

A Mr, Bevan: The whole document?

The Prime Minister: The whole document subject
to anything that may be excluded on the grounds of the
puhli; interest,

Mr. Bevan: On account of public security?

The Prime
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The Prime Minlster: Yes, on account of publie
security. There is & good deal more in it then I have
read oute Some of the news may not be any more
palatable to the Hon, Member,

Mr, Bevan: But we still want it,

The Prime Minister: I am not accepting it at all
as an absolute rule thoat in time of war documents can be
quoted without the most careful survey by the government,
That is absolutely necessary., In times when blue books
Were given to the House even in peace frequent excisions
were mode and Indicated by dots by ministers responsible
for the safety of the country.

There 1s another tale told by o British officer
Lieut-Colonel He Gs Morrison the King's Royal Rifle
Corps who obtained his information by personal
eross-questioning of o lorge number of hostages whom
he met at o fleld dressing station,

The Colonel said: "on Christmas Dey"--I will lay this
too-=

"A column of hostages composed of men and women
drogged from thelr homes by the insurgents moved northward:
from Athens. They were collected in one suburb and after
most had been relieved of their footweor and many of
their overcoats they were driven in dead of winter along
the mountain roads covered with snow. Every day some

died of
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died of exhaustlon and others were executed, For food
these miserable bare-footed hostages were left entirely
to their own resources, The inhabitants in villages
from whom they begged food were mostly too terrorized
to do more than loock on in impotent sympathy. When their
starvation became acute ELAS proposed to buy them food
if they supplied the money. The equivalent of about 100
pounds sterling was raised but zll they received in return
was one elf leaf of bread each, 4 fevorite trick of the
ELAS guords was to cssemble these bewildered people
and inform them that after so many hours march they
would find a billet o hot meal cnd a bed, After several
days of this they fully renlized they would be lucky
if they found room on the fleoor of o atable with no
promisg of food of any deseription.

Two characterstic deteils, A women discovered
to have meney was deprived of 1t ond shot, When other
hostages protested the gunrds justified themselves by
asserting that she hod been working for the British,
Ont mon managed to extraect a gold tooth from his
mouth and barter it for o little food., A few fortunate
stragrlers from this column were pleked up in the laat
stoges of exhaustion their bare feet in ribbons,
Hitherto those no longer able to wnly hod been executed;

' but their
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but their guards were in a hurry and received warning
that the British armed patrols were on their tail,"

Mrs Gallachert Tell me the old old story.

The Prime Miniater: The Hon., Member may not only
have the plessure of having it told to him but of
recding 1t In the dooument,

Mre Bowles (nuneaton): Did the Colonel sege all
this himself?

3ir John Wardlaw-Milne (Xidderminster): Are not
these the facta?

Mre Gallacher: We have heerd nll those lies before.

Hone Members: Order.

The Frime Minister: The Hone Member continues to
presumes I am reading the facts and he does not like
the foctss I om telling him the truth and he fears the
truth. These facts reflect on those whom he has aso
thoughtleasly championed and I will glive him further
warnings There is a great deal more to come and I think
that the committee has a right to hear it, (interruption)
When I quote from the Colonel of the King's Royal Rifle
Corps and say he gathered his information from the
advanced dressing station where he examined 2 nuwnber of
these victims the Hone Gentlemon opposite immedictely trie
to suggest it 1a all some foke propagondo, He did not
use those words but the whole sense of his interruption

was to ocost
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was to cast doubt on an officer whe has not the slightest
interest pelitical or otherwlse to do anything but collest
gother and convey the truth. Mr. Leeper adds:

"This 1s the story of one column of 800 hostages
of whom acbout 200 were deed within 10 days. The total
number seized runs into thousands and ineludes mony
reputable men and women well kmown to the Greek publics
A geood many survivors have now returned to Athens to
tell o similar tole, !

Ths'folluwing is an eye-witness report by another
British officer, I cannot give his name., I have
telegraphed for it end I will lay it before the committee
shortly afterwards, He says:

"Wnilst at Peristeri (an Athens suburb) interrogeting
ELAS prisoners I was informed by civilisns and national
guards that a great many hostages had been executed by
ELAS and buried in diteches on the outskirts, I proceeded
to the ploce where exhumation of bodles had begun and
interrogated the cemetery guardiones According to his
statement' batches of 15 to 20 hostoges were brought to
the northeast corner of the cemetery every day by ELAS
ond murdered; Their bedies were. then buried in some
disused trenches. This system of trenches which covers
some 200 yards is now filled with earth but trinl diggings
have uncovered bodies along most of its length. Further
to the north ond northwest are more trenches and pits which

accordlng to

—
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acocording to the guardicn also contain bodies of hostages
who Were Executed there, He estimotes that in all 1,200
to 1,500 people were executed mostly with knives or oxes.
The latter testimony wos borne out by partlally exhumed
bodies which I saw which hnd deep wounds in the back
of the head or neck probably inflicted by a heavy knife.
Apparently they were hostages taken in Athens during the
gearly days of the fighting and who were systematlically
gxterminated up till the ELAS withdrawal from Athens,"
I am scrry to trespass on the committee, This 1s one
which only arrived this morning. It 1s from Consul-Generno
Repp who 1s at Salonike,

"Between 1 peme ond 2 peme yeEsterday 16th Jonuary
31 sick civilians of whom 17 td 20 were in a dying
condition were removed by ELAS from the munieipal hospltal
ot Salonika loaded on to bullock carts in their pajamas
(some had ﬁnjamn trousers only) and taken off to
Verroin. Facts are verified by Mme, Riadis and
M., Zannas of the Greek Red Cross who followed the convoy
in o cor a few hours later and distributed blankets, It
is probable that several have already died from EXpOSUre.
British militory authorities are taking 2ll possible
steps to sccure thelr immediote return.”

Three daya ago the roads leading out of Selonika
were crowded with long columns of horse and bullock-drawn

vehlcles
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vehleles which had been brought in from the countryside
and had left with much booty and loot having stripped
bare every house rich or poor in which they could find
anything worth carrying away. I know perfectly well
that the Hon. Member for Ebbw Vale (Mr, Bevan) would
not stend for anything of this kind, I Mnow that he
would not but would rather throw. away the great advan-
tages in an argument that stand for one moment for in-
humanity. I am not trylng to suggest that Hon, Gzntis-
men opposlite even those who are most excited are in any
way assoclating themselves with this sort of thing and
therefore I am taking great pains to show what has been
going on and is going on in order that they moy care-
fully watch their steps and choose thelr language in
such a way as to keep themselves clenr of all taint of
approbotion.

I give my worning to what I must cnll the ELAS-ites
in this country and elsewhere. Tht prisoners aret coming
home and ;hE truth is coming out. Two horrible stulti-
fications awnit them. Firat the revelation and proof
of the atrocities committed by those whom they have
found it their duty to defend and secondly a great sur-
prise is golng to come upon them in the vote which the

Greek people
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Greek people will give about these matters when our
purposte of free election has been achieved, I would
warn the committee that if we are golng to tear our-
selves asunder in this island over all the feuds and
paasiona of the Balkan countries which our arms and
those of our Allles have liberated we shall be found
quite incapable ;f malking our influence count in the
great settlement which awaits the end of the war, It
is, I believe the intention of the Regent and of CGeneral
Plastiras to broaden the govermment continuanlly but we
renlly must leave thls process to them and not try to
interfere with it from day to day.

It is only falr for me to tell the committee that
I do not believe that any of the existing authorities
in Athens will ever work as colleagues with the Communist
lenders who ossaoiled the city and brought as they think
all these miseries upon Greece. There 1s a violent
feeling throughout the lihrfated area that there should
bE no amnesty. Even when we were there 3 weeks ago and
when we held only a small pert of the city mosat of the
roads were dangerous. There were bands of men marching
about poor clod men with placards bearing the words
"no nmmséty.“ Pasaions there are t#nsz and I am told

that they
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that they tend to become more tense because of questions
and answers in this House. We try to allay those pas=-
sions os rmuch as we can, The Government have been com-
mitted by me to the principle of "no proscription.”
That meons that no person whether ringleader or other-
wise shall be punished for his part in the recent re-
bellion unless he is found gullty by a properly constl-
tuted court of personal breaches of the laws of war or
of the private crimes for which ordinary felons are
punished. This principle has been accepted by the Greek
Government and all statements to the ccontrary are over-ridden.
Any statement which does not conform to it is over-ridden
by the quite definite agreement which I made on the spot
in respect of these matters and which I have EVeEry reason
to believe will be maintoined. It is quite possible that
General Flastiras under tremendous pressure of people
boiling with rage and bursting for revenge may have used
some sentences which do not correspond or seem nct to

~ correspond with the interpretation which I have placed
upon it. But the position of His Majesty's Government
has been definitely taken up and our opinion is I am sure
ong which w}ll be treated with respect and conslideration
by the Greek Government who are so largely dependent upon

our armed forces for their existence,

Mr, Bevan!
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Mr, Bevan: This is of the utmost importance. The
Right Hon., Gentleman may have heard that qtntﬂnmnts are
being made to the effect that the Government are already
weeding out from the administration in Athens any of
those persons who recently sympathised with EAN. I do
not say it is true because I do not know what the Right
Hon. Gentlemon knows, ‘ould he make it quite certoin
that British arms will not be uvaed to sustain a govern-
ment which does not honour in full the law and the pledge
he has now given to the House ?

The Prime Minister: I think there is a great dif-
ference bEtween putting people to death for the erime
of rebellion or bringing them to penal processes ond
making sure that your goveErnment departments are not
full of people who are working for the other side. I
am dealing with the whole question of amnesty which re=
lates to the penal ProcessEs of law such as imprisonment
or sentences of death and an amesty certainly does not
mean that persons who are not trusted by the government
of the day will immediately DE made Cabinet Ministers
or that employees who WETE found to have left thelr
posts in the crisis and token part in the fighting on
the opposite side to the government of the day should

be reinstated
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be reinstnted or left in their pesitions. No one can
stand for that and I want to be very careful not to
lead the Hon. Gentleman the Member for Ebbw Vale into
any ideas that 1 am promising something that goes be-
yond the actual words I have used,

As I say this principle which I have advised has
been accepted by the Greelr Government and I have no
doubt it will be observed while ony of our forces re-
main in the country but after that Greece will be com=
pletely free and sovereign and I cannot tell at all by
what terrible feuds the wrangle may be carried on,
There is, however, ont further reservation vwhich I must
make. The promise of "no proscription" or ammesty--
whichever term you prefer--is dependent os we see it
upon the treatment and delivery of the hostages and
no amnesty could be declared while the hostnges were
held in the grip of ELAS we thought it better that the
fighting should atop. It 1s always a good thing for the
firlng to leove off in o case 1like this when you wish
to reach a parley. We thought 1t better for the fight-
ing to stop and that whotever parley took place about
hostages would go on more quieckly after firing left off
than before. But let there be no mistake the name of

Britain and
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Britain and the honour of our country are decply Engaged
in this matter of hostages, We cannot let it be said
that we made arrangements for all our people to be saved
and left anything from 5,000 to 10,000 Greeks men womeEn
and children to be carried off to thﬁ mountaina by ELAS
and its rzmniﬁing nsgoclates to be used os a weapon of
bloclkmail not merely to procure thelr own lmmunity from
the erime of rebellion--for that as I hove sald is open
to them if they take the proper course--but to be used
to procure for them political advantages.

I tell the House quite plainly that His lnjesty's
Govermment will discharge their obligntions however pain-
ful with complete integrity whether it is popular or not
to do so and that we shall not hesitate to rescuec these
hostages and punish their slaughter or maltreatment if
we ore to continue to hold offlce under the crovn.

The Cholirman: The sitting will be suspended until
2:15 p.m.

Sitting suspended.

On resuming.

The Prime Minister: I finished before lunch deal=-
ing with the Greek question and I quoted a stotement by
a Britiash officer about the bodies which were being dug
ups, I had not got his name then but it haos sinece arrived

by telegraph
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by telegraph and is Captain R. F. G. Blaclner of the
Royal Artillery. He gave an eye-witness account.

Now I turn a very different theme and story. 1
turn from the pinck and ochre panorama of Athens and
the Piracgus scintillating with delicious life and plumed
by Lhe classic glories and endless miseries and triumphs
of its history. This must give way to the main battle-
front of the war, In this my chief contribution will be
the recital of a number of facts and figures which may
or may not be agreeable in different quarters. I have
seen it suggested that the terrific battle which has been
proceeding since 16th December on the American front is
an Anglo-American battle. In fact however the United
States troops have done almost 2ll the fighting and have
suffered almost all the losses, They have suffered
losses elmost equal to those on both sides in the Battle
of Gettysburg. Only one British army corps hns been en-
gaged in this action. All the rest of the 30 or more
divisions which have been fighting continuously for the
last month are United Stotes troops. The Americans have
engaged 30 or 40 men for every one %e have engaged and
they have lost 60 to 80 men for every one of ours., That
15 a point I wish to moke, Care must be taken in telling

our proud
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our proud tele not to claim for the British crmy an
undue sherec of what is undoubtedly the greatest American
bettle of the wer end will I belleve be regerded as an
EVvEr femous Americen victory.

I never heslitate cs the committee I think will beear
me witnesa to stend up for our own soldiers when their
echievements hove been cold-shouldered or neglected
or overshadowed cs they sometimes sre but we must not
forget thet it is to imericen homea thot the telegrems
of personcl losses Fnd cnxlety heve been golng during
the poat month and thet there hes been o hard end
severe ordeel during these weeks for nuf breve cnd
cherlshed elly, This irplies no disporagement of our
own exertions for wt oursclves & month or two ecrlier
loat 40,000 men in opening the scheldt, The bulk of
our army on this cccosion when Von Rundstedt cttecked
wos seprroted by scores of miles from the lwpeet of
the new offensive, They could not possibly heve been
moved into bottle iIn lerge numbers without criss-crossing
the lines of cormmmunicotion cnd erecting utter confusion,
The British iArmy stood ond stonds in its northern
position between the enemy end antwerp in o stretegic
rttitude nnpnbit of cverting £11 peaaibility of ¢

mejor dissster, Our crmies ore under the supreme

commend of
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commond of General Sisenhower cnd we merch

wherever we ere told to go.
Lecording to the professional edvice which I heve

gt my disposcl what wes done to meet Von Rund=tedt's

counterstroke war resclute wise ond militery correct,

i gep was torn open £s & gep cen elweys be torn open

in ¢ ling hundreds of miles long., Genercl Sisenhower

ot once geve the comend to the north of the gop to

fitld Hershal kontgomery rnd to the gsouth of it to
General Omer Drodley. beny other consequenticl move=
ments were mede ond rightly mede and in the result
both these highly skilled commenders hendled the very
large forces &t their disposel in & monner which I
think I mey soy without evegperation mey become the
model for wilitary students in the future.

PLeid harshael Montpomery et the eerliest moment
geting with extreordinary promptitude concentrated
powerful British reserves ct the decilsive stretegle
point. Hoving been plcced in command £s he wes by
Genernl Sisenhower of imericen forces lerger thon
those he hnlﬁ; from His Mcjesty's Government or from

the Ccnedien's lerger then those he holds in the 2lst

Lhrmy Group

with diseipline

— TN et

——
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irmy Group he fell uncecsingly on the enemy in the
north ond hans fought the battle ell the time from thaet
part of the essailed front, The United Stctes First
Army which wes one of the group of ermies under General
Oner Bredley wes severed by the inrocd. 1t wos re-
inforced with extreordinery militery efficlency from
the Metz eree by Genersl Potton's ermy who hurled
themselves on the intruders from the south side of
Bostogne. But all the movements of the comucnders
would hove been futile but for the bravery of the
troops, General Omar Bradley wes commending smerlcan
troops and so wes Fleld “arshel kontgomery. All thrs:’
troops fought in magnificent feshion end Generel Eisenhower
belencing the situction between his two commenders gave
them both the fairest opportunity to reclise their full
strength and quelity. Let no one lend himself to the
chotter of mischief-mckers when issues of this most
momentous consequence are teing successfully decided
by the sword.

Lest it should be thought that the British Common-
wealth cnd Empire ere not pleying their pert in the

bettle of the Continent or in the general war let me

glve & few
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give & few foets and fligures. e ere meintaining at the
present time in the field end in our garrisons the
gquivalent of upwerds of 100 divisions eépart from the

vest lavy end Air Forces end ell the workers in the
munitions shops. Mony of course &re not mobile but

g7 of them are ot the front end in constent or frequent
contoet with the enemy. We ere fighting incessently

on three seperate fronts in Northwest Europe in Itely

end in Burme, Of ell the troops lended in Frence the
losses susteined in fighting by the British Lrmy and

the United Stetes troops heve DeEen VErY level in proportlon
to the mumbers engeged, Of course there ere over twﬂisc??fny
Lmericen troops on the western front es there rre troops
of the British Commonwesnlth., Ve in feet heve lost helf

as meny es our imericen .llies,

If you take killed only Eritish end Cenadiens have
lost = lerger proportion then the United Stetes hesvier
though the United Stetes losses are. Vie have teken
measures which I snnounced some weeks ego to keep our
grmigs vp to the full strength whetever the losses

mny be end also to reinforce our divisions--I wish they

WEPE MOTE numerous-- bv supplementary units brigrdes

end so forth




-41-/'669, =ighteenth, from London

end so forth to add to the strength of

the foot who beer the brunt of two-thlrds
of the losses of wer. We therefore felt
it necessery to mcke this demend for move-
ment towerds and into the battle of ebout
250,000 edditional men to be drewn from
-£very possible scurce in the next few
months not only men but women., However,
in the combetent sphere of the anti-
aireraft betteries no woman will go but

e volunteer, They heve prectiecelly rell

volunteered,

In the United States
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In the United Btates aleo EXtremE mEASUres have DEEn
taken. Let the Germans dismiss from their minde any ldeas
that the losses or set-backe of the kind we have witneesed
will turn us from our purpost. We shall go on to the end
however the storm may beat and for myseelf I do not
hzaitﬂggygg give my own opinien not dessented from by
the experts with whom I live in constant contact that the
decieive breaking of the German offensive 1n the west 18
more likely to shorten this war than to lengthen 1t.

We must regard Von Rundstedt's attack as an effort
to dislooate and if possible rupture the tremendous on-
slaught across the Rhine and Siegfried line for which the
Anglo-American armies have been preparing. The GErmans
no doubt hoped to throw out of gear before the on-fall of
the Russian armies from the east thils main etroke from
the west. They have certainly lost heavily in thelr
gfforte; they have cast away a large proportion of the
flower of their laet armies; they have made a slight and
ineffectual dent on the long front. The question they will
be asking themselves 1s whether they have at thlse heavy
price delayed apprecinbly the general advence of the
armies ﬁf the weet beyond the period when it had been
planned? Thie is the question which no doubt today the

German heedquarters are anxziously asking thems€lves.
I always
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I always hesitated ~s the committee will bear me
witnEss to speak at all about the military future but it
is my hope &nd belief that by this violent attack in which
they have lost perhaps double what they have inflicted they
have in no wise delayed or stlll less adverted the doom
that is closing in upon them from the west. Harsh as it
may seEem to say a terrible thing to say in dealing with
our own preclous flesh and blood 1t 1s our interest and
the American interest that the whole western front and
the air eyerywhere at all possible flying times should be
in continuous actlon egalnst the enemy burning and bleeding
his etrength away at EVEry ocpportunity and on all occasions
if we are to bring this horror to an .end, I think it was
not necessarily a bad thlng lndeed it was & good thing that
large parte of the western front were thrown into counter
battles in open country by the enemy counter battles in
ohe forests undulations and hille of the Ardennee rather
than that all our troops should be compelled to advonce
at thie season of the year ncross great rivers and seas of
mud agalnst lines of concrete fortifications. It sulted
the Allles thnat there should be ns much fighting as
poseible in the open country rather than thrt the whole
front should be ernshing up against pillboxes.

In short ns I seE it the Germans have made a violent

and costly
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and coetly sortie which has been rupulsed with heavy
elaughter and have expended in the endeavour forcee which
they cannot replece against an enemy who has already more
than replaced every loss he has sustained. These GErman
forcee art needed now not only to support the German front
in the west but even more to fill the awful rents only now
EmErging upon our consclousness as the telegrams come in
which have been torn in thelr eastern line by the magnifi-
cent onslaught of the main Russian armies along the entlire
front from the Baltic te Budapest. Marshal Btallin ls VETy
punctual. He would rather be before his tine than late
in the combinations of the Allles. I cannot attempt to
gEt 1imits to the superb and titanic events which WeE are
now witnessing in the east or to their reactions in EVEry
theatre. I cen only say it is certaln that the whole

of the eastern and western fronts and the long front ln
Italy where 27 German diviBlone are:still held by neo more
than their own numbere will henceforward be kept in
constant flamg until the final climax 1s reached. ThE
advance of the enormous forces of Soviet Russla acrogs
Poland and elgewhere into Germany and German-held
territory muet product consequences of a character and
degree about which the wisest strateglists and the most
far-sighted prophets will reserve their opinlon until the

results are known.
Bimultancously

- T e e
—— = e et
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w4+ @imultancously with the battle of the Ardennes another
battle almost as great hab bekn Cought by the United States
in the Phillipinks at the cthep side of thE?u¥i§'PhillipinEB
and the Ardennes—-two vast military eplsodes-- have DEED
proceeding eimultaneously. When wE think of the distrnces
to be traversed in the Pacific and the vast consumption of
ships and war material entalled of the mighty fleets and

alr forces engaged as well as the large armles convoyed and
supplied in every detall weE must marvel at the triumphant
military strenght of the United Btates now roused from lte
pEageful free-and-easy 1ife to become ageinst its desire

the greatest military power in the world. %e also marvel

at the folly of those treacherous schemers in Japan who

so wantonly called out against them this 1incredible
menifestation of armed power. General MacArthur's recovery
of the Philippines which is in full progress many months
before 1t was expected 1s a fearful warning to the Japanest
of their impending defeat and ruln. We offer our
congratulationse to General MacArthur and Admiral Himitz

on the increasing success and speed of their mighty combined

opErations.
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I cannot pass from this subject without mentioning
the loss which we have sustained and which I personally
have sustained in the death in sction of my representative
with General JacArthus Lieutant General Lumsden one of
our tiost distingulshed and accomplished officers the man
who at the very beginning of the war in the first contact
with the enemy brought the ermoured car baclk into populﬂrihr,
He wag killed on the port side of the bridge of en American :
ship approaching Iuzon by & bomb which Adwiral Fraser ‘
nimself the Commander-in-Chlef of our gathering Havy who
happened to be there as & spectator only escaped by the
accident of a few seconds. There have Deen large losses
among the high commanders in these campaigns. In Alr Chief
jiarshal Sir Trafford Leigh-lfallory and Adwiral Bertram
Ramsay we have lost two out of the three Iritish comuanders
of the expedition across the channel General Adontgomery
being the sole surviver of the three.

There is one other campalign on which wg and India
have extended immense effort and where good fortune has
attended us--the advance of the l4th Army--not forgotten
but watched carefully their movements ever attended by our

thoughta, The advance of the l4th Army In harwony with the

Chinese on
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Chinese on its northern flank has carried them in an
attack against the Japanese Army in Burma at some polnts
almost 200 miles forward from Imphal Kohima and Myitkyina,
Now is the time when all the fierce fighting at these
places last year is reaping it reward. The stuffing was
beaten out of the Japanese trcops in these terrible conflicts
in which we had very heavy losses--40,000 British Indians
and others at least--and in which a far larger toll was
taken by diseases I had always dreaded the new campaign
{n Burma this year on account of the heavy toll of dia:aaz.
which the march through the jungle exacts not only from the
British but also from the Indians and the Uest and East
African troops who have been fighting there with great
distinction. I dreaded 1t for tﬁat reason and also be-
cause of the unimaginable difficulties of supply through
all these hundred of miles of gorges from Indla where
every bridge and oulvert is swept away by torrential ralns
where rivera rise 25 to 30 feet in o few hours and oVer
which all means of communication are so primitive and
gcantys

I had always
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I had always dreaded the beginning of this new
campaign in Burma which nevertheless 1t WAS nECESsary
_to achleve in order that having rid Burma ni‘.ths invader
the lerge forces there might acquire their mobility to act
in the final stages of the war, Moreover the cbatinate
prolengeticn of the war in Europe nEcEsalnrily delayed
the movement to the east of mony reinformcements of all
kinds, Soldlers aireraft vessels of many different kinds
used 1n amphiblous operations were all delayed although
Admiral Mountibatten had been led te count on them, First
things have to come first, But in spite of these
disappointments he and his dauntless army have made greater
advances than were required or expected of them up to the
present by the directives of the high command and they may
well be deseribed as "on the road to Mandalay" though I
think from o different direction, This reference to the
14th Army, moreover, taokes no account of the important
capture of Akyab cn the coast with its eirfield a place
for which alone a considerable expedition ot one time
SEEmed necessary, It has now been picked up ocut of hend by
the troops of the 14th Army, :

I have covered as far as I propose to do today the

different militery theatres of the war in which His Majesty's

Forces with all their elements drawn from every part of the
3 British

e o
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British Empire are contending without a moments surcease
of slackening of effort, 3o it will go cn--rreat efforts
pulsating through the heart of this small island arising
again all over the vast scope of the commonwealth and the
Empire and not dylng away even with the long fotigues
monotonles and wearlsome trianls which the war imposes not
only on the men who are fighting but on the men end women
who stoy ot home cnd do oll thot is in them te back the
soldiers at the front.

We hove reached the 65th month of the war cnd its
welght hong heavy upon uss No ong lmows what stresses cre
wrought in these times by this long persistence of strain
guite above the ordinary nornrl 1ife of humon aociety. Let
us be of good cheer, Both in the west and in the east
nvaéwhslming forces are ronged on our side, Military
victory may be distant i1t will certainly be costly but it
ia no longer in doubt. The physical ond scientific force
which our foes hurled upon us in the early years has changed
sides and the British Commonwealth the United States and the-
Soviet Unlon undoubtedly possess the power to beat down tec the
ground in dust and ashes the prodigious might of the war-makirg
nations and the conspirncies which assailed us. But as the
sense of mortal peril hes pnssed from our side to that of our

eruel foes they gain the stimulus of despeir and we tend to
lose the
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lose the bond of combined self-preservation or are in danger

of losing it.
There is therefore demanded of us o mornl and intellectunl

impulse to unity and a clear conception and definition of Joint

purpose sufficient to overbear the fleeting reinforcement whic

our enemies will derive from the reallzatlion of thelr forlorn
condition, Can we produce that complete unity ond that new
impulse in time to achieve declsive militory vietory with the
least possible prolengation of the worlds misery or must we
fnll into jabber bebel ond discord while victory 1s still
unnttoineds It seems to me to be the supreme questicn alike
of the hour and of the oges This i3 no new problem in the
history of mankind. Very often have great combinations
almost attained success and then ot the last moment cost 1t
awaye Very often by the triumphs and sacrifices of armies
they have renched the conference table only to cnst away
whot has been goined, Very often the eagles have been
squalled down by the parrots, Very often in particular the
pecple of this island indomitable in adversity have tosted
the hard-won cup of success only to cast 1t away.

I therefore consider that this 1s o most grave moment
to nddress the House and it is one which affects the members
of every party--ond cll parties have the credit of our war
gffort; it 1s no monopoly te be flung from side to side in

scme future
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some future perty dispute--we are cll in this for goocd or 111,
We all come through it together., Very often I say these
troubles have arisen at a moment of success at o period when
no one can doubt what the ultimate result will be and 1t 1s
the duty of all parties to rouse themselves to their highest
sense of their obligations and of the services which this
house has already rendered to the eause of frgkdnm.

At a time 1ike this it 1s necessary to concentrate with
glority and command and mental peErseveErance upcn the main
practical issues with which we are confronted and upon which
we hope and belleve we are in accord with our prinecipal
Allies. What for instance should be our attitude towards the
terrible foes with whom we are grappiing? Should 1t Dbe
unconditicnal surrender or should we make some accommedation
with them through & negotiated peace leaving them free to
regather their strength for a renewal of the struggle after
o few uneasy years? The principle of unconditlonal surrender
was procloimed by the President of the United States at
Casablonea and I endorsed it there and then on behalf of this
countrys I am sure it was right at the time it was used when
many things hung in the balaneo against us which are cll
deeided in cur favour now, Should we then modify this
declaration which was made in days of comparatlive weakngss
and lnck of success now that we have reached a peried of

mastery and

——
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mastery and powert
I em clear thot nothing should induce us to aobanden

the principle of unconditional surrender and Enter into any
form of negotiation with Germany or Jopan under whotever
guiase such suggestions mey present themselves until the cet
of uncondit;annl surrender hes DEEn formally executed. But
the President of the United Stetes ond I in your nome hove
repeatedly deelared that the enforcement of unconditional

surrender upon the enemy in no way relleves the victorious

powers of their cbligations te humenity or of their dutlea
ns civilized and christisn notions. I read somewhere thaob
.when the anclent Athenlans on one oceasion oveErpowered o
tribe in the PeloponnEsus which hod wrought them great
injury by bast treacherous means and when they hed the

nostile army herded on a beach naked for slaoughter they
forgave them and set them free and they sald:

"This was not
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1This was not done because they were mems. 1t was done
because of the nature of man,"

Similarly in this temper we may now say to our fToes

“we demand unconditional surrender btut you well know how

atriot are the moral limits within which our action ism
confined. We are no extirpators of natlone or butei.ers

of peoplec, We make no bargaln with you. We accord jou
nothing as a right. Abendon your reslatance unconditionally.
We remain bound by our customs and our naturc”,

There 1o another resscn why any abrogation of the
prineiple of unconditional surrender would be most
improvident at the precent time and it is a reason by
no means inconsistent with or ceontradlctery to that which

I have just glven. ¢ sizould have to dlscuss with the

enemy while they still rcmained with arme 1n thelr hands

all the painful details of the settlement which their
indescribable erimes have made nececaary for the future

gafety of Europe and of the world and these when recited

in detail might well become a greator obetacle to the
end of the struggle than the broad generallsatlon which
the term "unconditional eurrender" implies.

The Germans know perfectly well how these matters
stand in general. Several countries have already
surrendered unuonditinnal;yjﬁgo victorious Allles to
' Russla to Britain =nd the the United States.. Already
; there 1s




-S54~ {f669, Lighteenth from London

there 1a a tolerable life appointed for their peoples.
Take Finland, take Italy: These ueopnles have not all
been magsscred and enslaved. On the contrary so far as
Italy is concerned there are moments when one has slmost
wondered whether 1t was they who had unconditionally
surrendered to us or thether we rrerc about unconditionally
to surrender to them. This at least I can say on behalf

of the United Nations to Germany: "If you surrender now
nothing that you will have to endure after the war will

be comparable to what you are othuwlse golng to suffer
during the year 1945",

Peace though based on unconditional surrender will
bring to Germsny and Japson an immense immediate amelloratior
of the suffering and agony whieh now lies before thenm.

We the Allles are no monsters but faithful men trying

to carry forward the light of the world trying to raise
from the bloedy welter and confusion in which mankind

is now nlunged a structure of pencc of freedom of Justice
and of law which system ghall be an abiding and lasting
shelter for all. That 1s how I venture to set before

the committee today the grave issue called "unconditional
surrender" which an Hon. Gentlemnn opvosite referrcd
to--ae he was quite entitled to do--the other day at
questlon time,

I now come to the second of the main questione which

lie before
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lie before us namely to the prineiple which I have
already dealt with in particular apolication to Greece
Yugoslavia and Italy the question what principle should
guide us in regard to countriee which we and our Allies
have liberated and also in regard to that quite different
clacs German satellite states which are in one way or
anocther working thelr arduocus pasesage home. Here of
course I can only epeak for Britain and its specilal
responaibility. The expresslion "power politlcs" has
lately been used 1n eriticism against us in some queriers.
I have anxiously ascked the question "what are power
politice?" I know some of our friends across the

water so well that I am sure I can always epeak frankly
without cauelng offense, Is having a navy twice as big
as any other navy in the world powers politics? Ie
having the largest alr forece in the world wilth bases in
every part of the world power politics? Ie having all
the gold in the world power olitics? If so we are
certainly not guilty of theee offences I am sorry to say
They are luxuries that have passed away from us.

I am therefore groatly indebted to my friend the
illustrious President of the United States four times
summoned by the popular vote to the headship of the
most powerful community in the world for his definition
of "power politics" "ith that marvellous gift which
he has of bringing troublesome issuee down to earth
and reduaing them to the calm level of ordinary life

the President

SR - - - & i Sl oy i —_———
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" ; that power
The Presicent declered in his recent message to Conpgress /

politica were "the misuse of power," I am sure I can say
on behalf of all parties in the House that we are absolutely
in agreement with the President. Ve go further; we define
our position with even more precision, We have sacrificed
everything in this war, Ve shall emerge from 1t for the
time being more stricken snd impoverlished than any nthz?
victorious country. The United Xingdom and the Britilsh
Commonwealth are the only unbroken force which declared
war on Germany of its own free will, Vie declared war |
not for any ambltion or naterlel advantage but for the
sake of our oblltation to do our best for Poland agalnsat
G:émﬂn aggresalon In which aggresaion there or elsewhere
it must also in fairness be atated our own self-preservatio
was involved.

After the defeat of France in June 1940 for more
than a year we were alone., We stood alone; we kept nothing
back in blood effort or treasure from what hes now become
the common cause of more than 30 natliona. Ve seek no
territory; we covet no ollfields; we demand ne bases for
the forces of the alr or of the seas, LE are an anclent
commonwealth dwe“ling . id wishipe to dwell at peace with-
in our own habitetions, '.€ do not set ourselves up in
rivaelry of bighess or might with any other community in

the world,

et

e - AR




-57=- #669, Eighteenth from London

the world, We stand on our own rightas,

We are prepared to dEfEnﬂ‘thEm but we do not
intrude forlnur own edvantage upon the rights of any
friendly country in the world greet or small, We have
given and shall continue to give everything we have. We
ask nothing in return except that consideration and respect
which 15 our due and if that were denled us we should
still have &8 good consclence. Let none therefore in our
own country end commonwealth or in the outside world
misname us or traduct our-motlves. OQur actlons are no
doubt subject to human Error but our motives in small
things as in great are dlsinterested lefty and true. I
repluse thnaé calumnies wherever they come from that Britain
and the British Emplre is a selfish power-greedy land
greedy designing nation obsessed by dark schemes of
Eurcopesn intrigue or colonlal exponsion. I repRlse these
aspersions whether they come from our beat friends or
worst foes, Let us all march forward sgainat the enemy
and for the rest let all men here and in all countries
search their hearts devoutly as we shall certainly continue
to do,,

I have tried as well as I could tc cover in a time

which 1s

il
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which 1s unconscionably long for a speech but ludiecrously
short for the subject the more prominent features of the
world wars I will just add that we must Keep our eye

on jet-propelled fighter aireraft on the Ve-rockets and
above all on the renewed U-boats menace., No doubt there
are other dangers but taking the position as a whole I
have never at any time been able to present a more confldent
statement to the House of the EVEr-growing might and
ggcendency of the United Nations or of the military soli=
darity of the three great Allies. Political misundep-
standings-and difficulties of an Essentially minor rank
undoubtedly confront us, That is why I was so glad to
hear that the President said in public on Tuesday that he
was almost immediately starting to meet me and Marshal
Stalin somewhere or other and qulte soon, The Foreign
Secretary and I with our military and technical advisers
will be present without fail at the rendezvous and "when
the roll is called up yonder we'll be there,"

I have great hopes of thils conference because it cCOmEes
at a moment when a good many moulds can be set out to
recelve o great deal of molten metal and also at a moment
when direct advance may be made towards the larger problems

which will confront
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which will confront the victors and above all advance
towards that world organization upon which as we all

know the salvation of our harassed generation and the
immediate future of the world depend. We ahalllznter in-
to all these discussions with your sympathy and with the
confidence of your support. Whatever happened the British
Nation and Commonwealth may rest assured that Union Jack
of freedom will for ever fly from the while clipps of
Dover.

WINANT
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 19, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Exchange of Messages Between
Mr. Churchill and General Franco %ﬂﬁil 1 and Generel Franco

I attach for your information and at the
request of the British Ambassador the latter's
secret memorandum of January 17. Attached to the
Ambassador's memorandum is & copy of a letter
from General Franco to the Spanish Ambassador at
London and a copy of & letter which the Prime
Minister has addressed direct to General Franco,

both letters involving questions relating to

Anglo-Spanish relations.

Enclosure:

From British Embassy)

Janaary 17, 1945;
with enclosures.
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“TikE UF [HE SEGRETARY

His Majesty's Ambassador presents his
compliments to the Secretary of State and has the
honour to transmit to him a translation of the letter
addressed by General Franco to the Spanish Ambassadop
in London for commnication to His Majesty's Govern-
ment, together with a copy of Mr. Winston Churehill's
reply, which will be despatohed to the Bpanish
Asbassador in the course of the next few days. It
is desired that the Secretary of Btate be good encugh
to show this correspondence to the President,

Za The correspondence is aleo being
comminicated to Marshal Stalin,

ERITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINOGTON, D.C.
January 17th, 1845
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Taxt of Frime Minister's reply to General Franoo

Your Excellenoy.
Your Ambassador has sommunieated to the Foreign

Secretary a copy of your letter to the Duke of Alba in which
Jou expressed a desire for a elarification of relations be twaen
the British amd Spanish peoples, with a view to a ecloser and
more intimate relationship in the future. I have studied this
document with much interest and 80 have my collesgues of the

War Cabinet. It is our desire that relations between the British
and Bpanish peoples should be elose and cordisl and I notige
with some surprise that Your Excellenoy attributes such difficulties
88 now exist between Great Britain and Spain to the attitude of
His Majesty's Government and of British public opinion amd to

the activities of British propaganda and British agents in

Spain. I can assure Your Excellency that your assertions regard-
ing the ametivities of British agents in Spaim are entirely without
foundation and I ean only suppose that your Govermment has been
mieled by allegations of those peresona whose obviocns interest
lies in disturbing the relations between the British and Spanish
peoples, I therefore welcome all the more Your Excellency's
suggestion that the time 1s ripe for a clarification of the
position and after full consultation with my colleagues, snd in
the name of the War Cabinet, I take this opportunity to set oot
to Your Exéellency in complete frankness the serious diffioculties
which in our view still hamper the satiefactory development of
relations between our two countries.

I must firat remind Your Excelleney of the poliey
which your Government has pursued so far in the present world
war as this policy has appeared to His Majesty's Government and

to the/
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to the British public which they represent. I do not forget
that Spanish poliey did not oppose us at the two critical
moments of the war,namely at the time of the collapse of France
in 1940 and at the moment of the Anglo-American imvasion of
North Afrieca im 1542, But I also remember that throughout the
war German influence in Spain has constantly been permitted to
embarrass the war effort of Great Britain and her Allies, and
that a Spanish Divieion wae mctually sent to give assistance to
our German enemies against our ally, Russeia. During that period
the Bpanish Government openly pursued a polioy not of nentrality
but of non-belligersncy.

His Majesty's Government have had to make many
complaints against the unneutral activities in Spain which I
need not now particularise simce they have already formed the
subject of repeated representations to your Govermment by His
Majesty's Embassy at Madrid. I feel bound, however, to mention
the arbitrary suppression in 1940 of the International Regiment
at Tangier im vio}ation of the treaties to which Spain was a
party and the peries of spesches in whish Your Excellency dis-
paraged this country and others among the United Nations and
spoke of their defeat as being both desirable and inevitable.

Fow that the war ie drawing to a close, and plans
are being made for the future of Europe and of the world, His
Majesty's Government cannot overloock these past sctions of the
Bpanish Government, mor cam thay overlook the consistently
hoatile attitude towards this country of the Falange party whiech
is offiolally recognised am the foundation of the present astate
structure in Spain, nor the fact that the Falsnge has maintained
an intimate relationship with the Naszi Party Dictatorship in
Germany and with the Italian Fasciste. I am however less

concerned with the past tham IiﬂW}u m}.-ul-id my dessire
is to/




is to see all the barriers moved which stand in the way of
closer Anglo-Spanish relations. I had indeed been happy to
observe favourable changes in Spanish policy towards this
gountry, which began durismg the tenure of offiee of the late
General Jordana, and I pabliely took note of these developmentsa
in the spesch which I made in the House of Commons on May 24th.
Unfortunately, as Your Exeellency recognises in your letter to
the Duke of Alba, these developments have not yet gome far
enough to remove all the barriers betwéen our two countries.
While such barrisrs remain, the develepment of really close
relatione of frisndship and cooperation with Spailn, which His
Majesty's Government desires, must meet with diffieulties and
there can be no guesatbn of Hie Majesty's Government supporting
open claims to participation in the eventual Peace Settlement. |
Nor does 1t seem to me likely that an invitation would be forth-
coming for the admission of Spain to the future world organisation.

In Your Excellency's latter to the Duke of Alba
thers are several references to Russia which I cannot allow to
pass without comment having regard to the relations of frienmd- .
ship apd alliemce between thie country and Ruseia. I should be
seriously misleading you if I d4id not at once remove any mis-
sonception that Hie Majesty's Government are prepared to consilder
any grouping of powers in Western Europe or elsewhere on a basis
of hostility towarda or of the alleged necesslty of defence
againet our Russiam Allies. The Pglioy of His Majesty's Govermnment
remaine firmly based upon the Anglo-Soviet Treaty of 1942 and |I
they regard the continuance of Anglo-Russian collaboration within
the framework of future world crganisation as essential not only
to their own interests, but also to the future peace and proa-

perity of Europe as & whole.
I would/




I would in eonolusion beg Your Excellency to believe
that I would not have ventured to put the above case so
frankly to you were it net for Your Excellency's own recently-
expressed desire for a elarification of Anglo-Spanish relations,
and for my convietion that the relations of friendship and
gooperation between our two countries are dssirable and that
they can only be developed and maintained within the framework
of the prineciples which I have set out for Your Excellency's
gonelderation.

I am Your Excellency's faithful servant.

Winstonm 8. Chuorehill.

—_———i . e




To His Excellency don Jacobo PitzJames Stuart, Duke of Alba ’
Spanish Ambassador in Great Britain,

My dear Ambassador and friend,

The purpose of this letter is to convey to you in frank,
explicit and straightforward terms my ideas - which ape those
of the Spanish nation - on the subject of our relations with
Great Britain, soc that You may transmit them faithfully and with
the utmost franimess to our good friend, the British Frime Minis-
tar,

The gravity of the European situation, and the rble that
Great Britain and Spain will be called upon to play in the future
concert of Western Europe, make it desirable that we should cla-
rify our relations, eliminating that string of complaints and
retiy incidents which for two years and more have put such a
strain upon them,

The noble words that the Frime Minister mot long ago ad-
dressed to Spain with such favourable effect upon our public
opinion - and which are in keeping with that other gesture of
his youth when, with such generosity of spirit, he served undep
the Spanish flag - are a guarantee that these anxieties of ours
will be echoed in his own mind,

I find it perfectly natural that up to now substantisl dif-
ferences should have existed between the British outlook and the
ettitude which might be adepted by Spain, less burdened a8 she
is, a8 a neutral country, with commitments, less exposed to pas-
slons; but, with the progress of the war, the identity of inter-
ests and of concern for the future ie assuming a more definite
ehape, which, indeed, we see revedled in the speeches, staotements
and commentaries about the Frime Minister's Journeyinga,

Because we cannot believe in the good faith of Communist
Rusels, and because we asresdlive to the insidious might of Bolshe-
vism, we must regard the destruction or weakening of her

/neighbours



nelghbours as greatly inereasing her power and ambitions and thus
rendering more necessary than ever the achlevement of knowledge
and understanding smong the countries of Western Europs.

Events in liberated Italy, and the serdous plight of France,
where the Government's orders are not obeyed and the maguis bands
are brazenly proclaiming their intention of establishing a French
S8oviet Republic, for which they recken on the support of the
U.8.8.R. = all this 1s an eloguent commentary on these difficult
days.

History teaches us, on the othar hand, what has always been
the end of all the talk about eternal peace and disinterssted
friendships: such fine high-sounding words cannot therefore re-
present for us anything but wishful thinking, the expression of
8 remote idsal, unattainad end indeed unattainable,

With a Germany annihilated, and a Bussia that has consoli-
dated her ascendancy in Europe and Asls, and the United States of
America similarly dominant in the Atlantic and Facific Oceans as

the mightiest nation of the world, the Buropean countriea surviving

|

in a devastated Continent will be facing the most serious and dan— |

gerous crisis of their history.

I realize perfectly well that Englishmen in responsible
positions are precluded by military expediency from comnenting
upen this aepect of the present world struggle; but the reality
of the potential mensce subsists.

After the terrible ordeal which Europe has endured, three of
the nations with large populations and extensive resources stand
out from the rest: Great Britain, Germany and Spain. But with
Germany destroyed only one country remains to which Great Britain
can turn her gaze: Spain., It is likely that the French and
Italian defeats, and the process of internal disintegration in
these countries, will make it impossible for many years to build
up anything stable upon their foundations. To do so would entail
the same tragic surprises that Great Britain and Germany

/respectively



respectively have experienced during the present conflict,

The deduction is eclear: does it suit Britain and Spain to be
on terme of mutual friendship? I have no hesitation in asserting
that it does, and, the greater the destruction of the German na-
tion, the more imperative it will be. :

Having established the need for such a friendship,let ua
pass on to review our present relations with Great Britain., We
cannot entertain any great illusions on the subject, and indeed
we shall have to recognize that those relations are not exactly
cordiel. For, notwithstanding the genercus sentiments voliced by
Mr.Churchill and the good will of our own Government, there has
been no dissipation of that atmosphere of uneasy hostility which
is perceptible in Great Britain and which naturally leads to reta-
llatory action in the various sectors of Spanish opinion. Nelther
the British press - including Governmental organa - nor the Brit-
ish wireless has ceased to show pericdically a hostile attituds
towards Spain, her régime and even towards her Leader: sometimes
the tone has been rude and peevish, and at other times they have
used insidious phrasing or subtle allusions,

0f still greater importance, however, is this hostility
when it is discernible in offieial representations or when attempts
are made to justify it in terms of ideclogical differences - this
from a nation like the British, traditionally sccustomed to get-
ting on with the various pecples of the world, whatever their
eystem of government or their ideclogles: here you have an atti-
tude which, by ite obtrusion into the domestic sphere, has roused
every good Spaniaerd and hae produced regrettable consequences in
the country.

Great Britain should not forget that the relations of the
present time ard an immediate consequence of those of the past,
and that such relations as we may now maintain are bound to have
& considersble influence on those of the future,

/1
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1 consider that we ought not to conceal from the British the
fact that the activities of their secret service and propaganda,
invelving a clash with the nation's most live and most sensitive
elements - the Army, the Police and the Falange with its three
million active members, have had throughout the past five Years
& deplorable effect on our relations. We can state with poeitive
assurance that there has been no petiy intrigue nor minor disorder
brought to light during these years which has not, in some way or
other, been traced back to British agents.

The State had no alternative but to take appropriate measures
against all underground activities on the part of foreigners, and
the fact that the three elements mentioned above rlayed a most
important part in the discovery and prosecution of such activities |
has drawn on them the ill-feeling, if not the hatred of the foreign
agents, which in its turn has Provoked much indignation among our
oW people. ﬁ

It is advisable that they should know in London that not one

T -

of the politieal and diplomatic stratagems contrived abroad against
Spain has passed unnoticed in our country: even those matters that
might have been thought to be the most confidential and secret have
cocme providentially to our knowledge; but that the Spanish State,
with a clear vision of the future and of ite historical needs, has
a8 much as possible avoided rublieity and the ensuing scandal,
Another fact to be brought to their notice is that the Britiash

:
|

Intelligence Service has derived its information, at any rate in

our view here in Spain - not to speak of what they may have gleaned
from the Reds and malevolent politicians - from the most frivolous
and ineffectual elements in the country. I fear therefore that

the views and the news which Britaln may have about our country
are likely to be inaceurate or distorted.

Taking all this into acecount I have deemed it necessary for
the sake of the future needs of both our countries, to try at this
historic moment to clarify our relations, in an endeavour to free

/them




them from that tendentious and hostile atmosphere which is incom-
patible with simcere friendship in the days to come,

The present war has completely altered old ideas of strategy
and of the relative strengths of the various Powers; everything
has grown in eize, and if the natioms want to avoid unpleasant sur-
prises, they must throw overboard ancient prejudices and strengthen
their continental solidarity.

And just as it would be vain to expect that Epain ahould now
act againet her convictions and take advantage of other nationa' i
misfortunes, thus failing in the principles of honour and chivalry i
that have prevailed throughout her history and have given it the |
stamp of nobility - prineciples that are summed up in the typiecal
Spanieh saying - "Nobleza obliga" - so, on the other hand, it would
be only fitting that we should strive to establish closer relations
and meke possible common actioms in the future,

It is worth emphasising that Spain is a country of strategic
importance, and that the Spanish pecple are scund, virile and

chivalrous; that she has given proof of her spiritual reserves and

s

her rescurces of cowage and energy; that she has the will to
exist, without harbouring base ambitions, loves peace and knows how
to maintain i1t; that she believes it to be in her own interest
and in that of Great Britain that they should establish mutual
understanding, for she appreciates the value of Eritish friendship
while fully comsclous of the wvalue of her own; that she considers
this understanding and future friendship to be possible, but be-
lieves, nevertheless, that it could not be effective or lasting
if confined to o mere enuncilaticn in lifeless words, without a com-
plete change in the premises of our relations, if there 1s & lack
of sincerity, of good faith or of the firm determination to achieve
that mutual understanding; it could not endure if, because of old
Jealousies and the old epirit of domimation arousing suspieion of
the increasing grestness of the friend and partner, if we could
not remove, at whatever sacrifice, the differences that divide us.
/ To



To conclude - I think you must make one thing quite clear,

in view of the activities of bad Spaniards who from outside the
country speculate on the possibility of internal changes, and who ’
relying only on the strength of their passions, might fancy they
could effect a rapprochement by giving Britain & better bargain,

- the very ldea is so fantastic that we ought not even to discuss
such & possibility - you must emphasize that any such hypothetieal
change of régime, I say this with all due emphasie, would serve the
intereste of Russia alone. In foreign affairs all of us responsible
Spaniards think alike, and history shows that it is not so diffiecult
to win Spain's friendship and her heart,

After laying bare to you frankly and faithfully my ideas, it
only remains for me to entrust to your patrioctism end sctive intel-
ligence the task of comveying these sentiments to the man upon
whose shoulders rests the greatest responsibility for the future
of Europe.

With sincere affection

(8igned) Francisco Franco

Palace of E1 Pardo, l8th October, 1944,



10, nnﬁm‘tng Birnt,

Ellpitehall,

1§ February, 1945.

Py dear Basihion

Thank you for your letter of February 11
about Italy.

Weighty questions are raised in your letter,
and I should like to consider them at leisure and

send you my considered views after my return to

P s */
Dol il Lttt

London.

The President
of the United States of America.
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PEFAE;MW INCOMING niwsmm!n::
STATE TELEGRAM TeLEGRARY seerion
MES=1009 § 4 PLLIN
lﬂf Londeon
) Dated March 1, 1945

Rec'dy, 5305 palie
S8ecretary of State,
Washington,

2126, First

Press today announces impending visit by Ilfrs,
Churchill to Russia on Red Cross mission, TIMNES carrices
it in following item: "irs, Churchill has accepted an
invitation from the Soviet Government and the Red Cross
end Red Crescent Societies of the USSR to visit Russia,
She has arranged to go early in the springes In conveying
the invitation Me Gusev the Soviet .rmbassador in Londen
sald that arrangements would be rinde for Mrs. Churchill
to acquaint herself with the work of the 3oviet Red
Cross ond with the hospitals and medical institutions of
the Soviet Union, This will be Mrs. Churchill's first
visit to Russla, 3he inaugurated the Red Cross aid to
Russia fund which up to the end of last year had raised
over pounds 6,000,000 and shipped about 13,000 tons of
medical supplies to the U3SR,"

Please bring this message to attention of Thite

House,

WINLNT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 6, 1545,

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIMMY BYRNES:

Do you think this 1le all
right? 5Shall I send 141

F.D.R.
rinals aof attache?d correspondence seant
T1 5 1 \
DECLABEIFIED

By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.
By W. J. Stewart Date MAY 5 1972
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Bubjeet: Food Relief for Belgium end Libersted Holland.
(Telegran Number 50 dated Z Wareh 1945 from
the Prime Minlgter to the Presidenmt).
1. The Prime ¥ialster advises in reply to your telegram
Number 710 of Februsry Z8, 1745, on the sbove subject, that the Flr;h
end April deflclencies of 109,000 tons of foodstufis for Belglus end
southern Hollend will be met in large part from U. K. stooks. The
Prime Uinister stetes thet his Government will require lmmediste re-
plecezent of & lerge pert of these foodstuffs snd the provision of

ships to carry them, and he sdds thet he is gure that the problem will

turn out to be bigger then these {igures.

<+ Lisenhower hes estimeted civilian relief requirements for

Northwest Furope in excess of cne end one-half millicm tons for June,
July end August for subsistence alone. He has been sdvised by the
Cozbined Chiefs (LEM 519, Merch 1, 1945) thet more then 773,000 tons
heve been alloceted for procurement responsibllity, Of this szount M
only 20 tons hsve been sssigned to the United Kingdem, the remalnder
being United Etetes procurement responsibility. There is & serious
question whether shipping sveilsbilities send the lnlsnd traasport
sltustion in the United Etates, In the light of other opersticnal
commitments, will make 1t possible to deliver nﬂﬁ!x%"" in the

By Authority of SEC ALMY

SLTAC LEL z20a0¢
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time periods desired by Elsenhower. The hnlmn of Elsenhower's
elvil relief requirements are now under urgent consideration,

s la the light of thess feets, 1t is recommended that you
treansslt to the Primse Winister a eommunication urging thet discussions
be resumed lmmediatsly locking towsrd the use of United ¥ingdom stocks.
There is attached & draft of such s LTTTT T

Becretary of War.

Iﬂlll
Draft of sbove mentloned comsunicetion (President to Prime Minister).



Heference your telegram Wumber 902 of 2 March 1945,

l. I ex gretified to leern that you ere ssking arrengemsnte to meet
the March and April deficlencles for the Zlst Arey Group from U, X, stoeks.

s 1 shere your coneern that the problem will prove to be lerger
than the {igures involved in this emergency. I am alge very mush eoneernsd
sbout the protlem of the replacement of your foodstuffs n8 well ep provision
of the necessery shipe. It seeme to me now imperetive thet disoussions he
repumed in the immedlete future as to these questions end as to the avallahility
of foodptuffs from goureces ln U.K. end elsewheore in eddition +o United Btaten.

4+ Elisenhower's s:ilnates of future requirements for Northwest Furone
ere of such large proportions that they present most difficult problems of
shipping svailability snd lnland trangport ia ths Unlted States. Of the
772,000 tons slloceted for subsistence procurement responslbility for Northwest
Europe for June and July only 20 tons sare allocated to the U.X., the remsinder
belng U.8. responsibility. As the total sllocations are only about one=half
of Eipenhower's recent estlmates it ls obvious thet digeuselons leading to
definite coneluslons must be instituted now between fully suthorised represen-
tatives of our respective governments end we ere prepared to resume puch
discuseions now.

4+ I think thet the questions you reise in your telegram Number m
will heve te be coneldered s part of the overall problem whieh I am meost
anxious to have fully explered snd deterzined in the Lmmediste future, I

should sppreciate word as to when your represantatives m!ﬁm'
By Authority of
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