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Dear Cl~e aDd WinltOIU-

1 rind the encloaed cllpp1Dg ao 'a7 r eturn ho"le. 

h'yldeo~ t'rOi:l oae or the para,raJ)ha, the Deacre t lle'lfa or Sall L:Ute Cit)' claa. there 1• a direct link bet.-._ Cl.-te ad the Korm<lll& . I 
Antl the last sentence abo•• the~ · Wtnaton 1:s a s ixth cOQ.I1n, tw6ce r elloYed 'r ~-t'- ~· ·•=1! . ) 

~ of tbia present• to a:s a 110at 1ntorcst 1D& •tu47 1n hai'&CUt)'. Bl~rto I hacl not obaerYed any out•tan41DS Korson oharacter1at1ca in uithar o r you - b\lt 1 aball. be looldn& tor t hom tro::2 DOW ool 

I ban a very hlilh optnloa or the lloriiOD& -- tor they are ezcell•t citiaaa. Bowner, I aball oeYer torcet a atop wbicb IIIQ' hther &114 llo~r M4e 1n S.U Lake Cit)' • b• 1 wu a nry uall boT. tb417 were wal.lr.ia& u p ID4 dom tba atat1ao platton and aaw wo :rou.a 
la~lea each •beeliD& a baoy e&rrial e wltb YOUA&Itera 1n tb•, each a bout oae ,... r ol.d, 
ll;r h~r aakecl tb• 1! tbey were wa1tln& tor aomebody and they replied area, •• are wa1t1DC t or our hllabaad. Bela aM •a~ ot ~ tratn•. Perbapa tbh •• the or1&1a or the Good le1Chbor pol1CIJ'I 

.a.a eYer yoe.ra, 
7 A. ,e, 

the R1&bt BoDorable ud lira. W1nataG a. Chll.roblll, 
10 DowWl& Street, 

~-
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THE WHITE HOU S E 

WAS HIN G TON 

MEMORANDIJM FOR 

ADMIRAL LEAHI: 

For preparation of repl7 

for 117 signa ture, 1f 7ou think one 

11 neoenar7. 

li'. D. R , 

·~-s:.. ... c to tl._ ?.e-luent 
fror t~c ~r:oo ~i.~st r,, t ~ 
Jan . 1', 1~~4, !lo . 549 . 



Dear t 1naton: 

'l'hia DOte h broagbt \o r o• b7 ey tr1eDd , Robort ~- Bho~~od , who aa rou know la the head or the OTeraeaa Branoh ot tbe Ctti ce of War I D1'or mat1on. 

Be w111 be apendlng a 
oou~e of ~eolrc 1D London ~ I ho~ TerJ .uob t~at rou ean f1n4 tiae t o haTe a talk wtt~ ~La. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Boaorabl• ollu\oc s . CnureUll Prl .. K1~1ater of Oreat Brlt&1D Loadoa 
KllelaM 

• 
SIR :C 



'"=> C-/ ,., t ~ 't ( r}{r ~-
£~ - \, "" r 

THE WHITE HOUSE // 

WASH I N G TON \ y ~ 
• 4 

February~~. 1944 , 

MEl-!0• .J.NDUM FOR GRACE: 

As soon as I get back , I want 

to see the Army film ••Know Your 

Ally" and 1f I like it, send a copy 

to Winston Churchill . 

• 

F.D.R. 

£. "l, ,( . (v It '\. :J_( 'I ·t-. 
'·'lv) 
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IQ, lJolzrntn1 ~trut. 

~~~tt.pn. 

February 23, 1944. 

Clemmie suggest ed to me that we should send you 
this photograph of some of the rooms of 10, Doming St reet 
aft er the bombs fell last Sunday night, as i t contains a 
copy of the pi cture of us both at Argenti u. The carpet in 
the foreground is the one given me by the Shah at Teheran ; 
luckily it is undamaged. 

It i s surprising what curious blnst effects have 
followed from these few bombs. Places as ~uch as 500 yards 
away have been affected, while others qui t e close to have 
been missed out. They were very quick at clearing up all 
the mess and we are back again. 

The President of tho United States of P~erica . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

L~'l.rch :n , 1944 

MEMORA®UM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

In accordance wi th your request, I attach 

s draft message which you roay wtah to send to 

Prlme M1nl8ter Churchill in reply to his message 

of March 9 , 1944 or the further meR.Aures which 

Mr. Churchill contemplates in relation to 

Ireland. 

( ( 

~¥~. 

~~ .~ 
~ ~\'\ 

Enclosure : 

Dr aft message 
to Ur. Chur chill 



/ DRAFT MESSAGE FOR THE PRIME MINISTER 

I have di scussed with Secretary Hull your message 
ot March 19 on the furthe r steps which you cont emplate 
ln relation to Ireland. We believe that you are pursuing 
the right llns in t aking t he security measures ment ioned 
without, however, adopting measures or coercion de signed 
only t o harm Ireland. 

We wonder, however, i t measur es forbiddi ng Irish 
shlpe to go t o all forei gn port s from Ireland mi ght not 
be int erpreted as economic sanc t ions. Would not your pur-
pose be accoa~pllshed by l i miting the prohibition t o Irish 
shipping going to any part or the continent? I realtr.s 
t hat , ae you say, a &hlp can s t art ln one direction and 
turn ln another, but any s hip violating the prohibit ion 
could be dealt with ln an appropriate manner . This would 
leave Ireland tree to send lts ships to North America to 
carry wheat and other essential supplies. The t act that 
no ban wa s made on I r i sh shipping t o Canada and t he Uni ted 
St ates would i n itself constitute proof that the measures 
against shippi ng were not in the nature or economi c 
sanctions. 

For our part we are considering a furt her message t o 
Mr. de Valera once more maki ng plain that the continued 
pr esence or Axle r epresent a tives ln Ireland constitutes a 
danger t o our rorces and their operation& tor whloh the 
Irish Government cannot eecape responslblllty. We shell 
let you see l t in advance. 
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T H E WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

Ma7 18, 1H4. 

JIDORAIDUM lOR 

THE SECRETARY OJ' STATE1 

FOR YOUR DES OIU. 

I'.D.R. 
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!'av 1" , 1<11.1. . 

I 11!'" delt~~ted .:ith ·rcur c" lN>ror to ....... shal mtto !tnd l 

··•ish you ··;ould toll !-:in-; 0 <'te '" t h!lt t am he!l1"tily tn ~or"'"~ . 

T !'lent him v eate:rday a lette'" In "auly to a VI'!'"V n~ e~ lott.,..,. T 

h'l<l f ror h 1m. 

Tnc idenailv , tlo vou re- ct bo:r Mv tell!nr vou ovo- a ,., .. .,. 

ar,o O f my talk with Peter In "''h \c'l T ~ \ rrtJ'l~A~ t'lo "08'1~ bH ttv 

of Lhree nAtion~ 1n ~lao'! of t"e nnP , he to h~ thA he•d o~ a 

-AONISt1.tuted S'!:rb'a . "'h i s oreatnd no exc • te~en~ on !: t <J ~· -t 

or th• t o f Pour ' tcl": . 

~he Kin,• , 1 ';h ret.l fire \ n h t s *'Vas , r"r r'<"ol th· t ""' 

'"B " Se,.b . T th1n\t thot vou ano I s houlcl be,. ,.. :~o!"e such 

ooss\ bilttv tn "''nrt i n case the ne1•• r o•re-runent. doell not "'0'"'< 

out . Pe,.s onally I •mul.:l r~the'" have a Yu~oslav\a , but ttrac 

sean-ate st ... tes ~itb seoa-ete -ove r nment s tn o 9al~an conro~ .. -n';lon 

r.iF'ht solve ranv J):robloms . 

'?OOS FVELT 
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.., 10, 1 .... 

Dear wtaatom-

ftat p1eW.. of 7<* I pai"Hftlarlr Uke. ao 1111CJ1 eo tbat U ~ '-eaa••• an lllllabUalll of 117 be4ro~ wall. I aa awM17 clad ~ llaYa tt. 
I aa aaf.U 'lllllack 1• lla8bla&ton trrtas to •hll ap a nc! I &Ill real17 pi"&&U.-111 all l'lpt qala tlao-.b I aa aUll llaYliiC a-. '-'• •eta oa ., pl,.k• and aa keeplJI& replar lao a a w1 tat --* allocation t o ale.p. tbe old bl'lla•tal p .. ..oala baa OOIIpletalJ d l tappeal'ed. TM Nal tf'l ...... la tbat I ..... loat nea1'17 tea po.-b 1a a. laat o~le of aontba and now I have be~ tlae atPWS~l• to •lntalft tlae loaa. 

I l!o no t bell en I O&ft Cat a~ fop OWP a aonth. or oourae, I aa ~Natl.r 41•ppolnted that I oollld not be 111 la.iall4 uat a t thla aoaent, blat pertaapa llavl ll(l' •heel ttla at U will be beat not ~ aaka the tl'lp aftHl the ennta of the nea r tuture are 110re ol•r. 

I sot awtllllt pod l'eporta of JOU ~ An"ll and WlMnt. Belleabe'l' what l t ol d ol4 llol'llft to •u rou do -- ober bla orden. fiMie -eo.tan4er-ln-Cblef 1n on& count.., ol'dara aro1a1 a .. re lfhlater of hfeua Ill anotlilel" oo•tJor. 

At tllila '1'1'1\1 .. lba ... 1'1'011 Ual7 looka sood. I ..... old AlM kaepe liP tlaa poet wo~. 



Ae enr 1ove, 

!be Honor able Wlnet on s. Ohv~ohlll, 
Prl111e • 1 nl ~t t e r o t 0 '!"1!1'\ t 81'1 t.d n, 

Londoni 
Eng n.nd. 
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PRIVATF 
IO, lJoflmhaJ 51tnrt, 

lirlrlt.~all. 

May 21, 1944. 

Many thanks for let ting me see General Hurley ' s 

memorandum on Persia, which I am returning to you herewith as 

requested. I am sorry to have delayed answering it, but 

several Departments of State had to be consulted on the points 

which it raised. The General seems to have some ideas about 

British imperialism which I confess make me rub my eyes. He 

makes out, for example, that there is an irrepressible 

conflict betVJeen imperialism and democracy. I make bold, 

however, to suggest that British imperialism has spread and is 

spreading democracy more v1idely than any other system of 

goverllJ:lent since the beginning of time. 

As regards Persia, however, I do not ~ink that 

"British imperialism" enters into the picture. It is true 

that we, like the Unit ed States, are inevitably concerned about 

our str ategic supplies of oil, the more so because, unlike the 

United States, we have no metropolitan sources. From the same 

security point of view, we have responsibilities which we 
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cannot at present abandon for the western frontier of India 

and the eastern frontier of Iraq. Apart from this, we have 

t he same wartime interest as the United States in the safety 

of the trans-Persian supply route to Russia. For all these 

r easons we want a strong and friendly Government in Persia, 

and have no wish to see the establishment of foreign "zones of 

influence". In short, we are certainly no less interested 

than the United States in encouraging Persian independence, 

political efficiency and national reform. 

I agree with what you say about Persia's need for 

outside assistance. Whether she would welcome the principle 

of international trusteeship seems open to doubt. It sounds 

rather like the mandatory system. I think that our best way 

of helping the Persians is through the American advisers. 

Dr. Millspaugh and his colleagues have undertaken a very 

necessary but a long, arduous and thankless task. We are 

giving them, and intend to continue giving them, all the help 

in our power, as we have since made clear in our discussions 

with the Stettinius Mission. 

I assume that you have had no reply from St alin to 

your suggestion for a free port at the head of the Persian Gulf, 
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and for international management of the Persian Railway. On 

this point we might await Russian r eact ions. I am by no 

means certain that after the war, when the Black Sea ports are 

again open, the trans-Persian route will continue to be 

necessary for Russian trade, or indeed could be operated under 

such conditions as would enable it to compete commercially 

with the Black Sea route . 

I quite recognize that the position of the U. K. C. C. 

and the use of Lend-Lease supplies in Persia, to which Hurley 

drew your attention, required some looking into . I am glad 

t o be able to say that since the date of your l etter t o me, 

the matter has been discussed with your people and a mutually 

satisfactory arrangement r eached. I t hink they also 

appreciate that we have no intention whatever of trying to 

establish a British monopoly through the U. K. C. C. which is 

under instructions not to interfere with private trade unless 

absolutely necessary for the purposes of the war. 

I r eturn General Hurley ' s memorandum, of which I 

have kept a copy. 

... 
The Pr esident of the United States of America. 
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PR IME M~ISTER. 
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THE WHITE HOU SE 

WASHING TON 

My dear L!r . Prime l!in1ster: 

Thank you for your l etter of April 20, 
1914, concerning Basic English. I t is a 
matter in which I am most interest ed and I 
have discussed it with Ur, Hull, I have 
asked h1m to sound out opinion in t he 
Congr ess and to t ake appropri ate steps 
with a view to looking carefully into both 
t he scientific end the practical copect e 
of the matter , 

Inci dentally, I wonder whet the course 
of history •rould have been i f in May 1940 
you had been able to otter the British 
people only "blood, work, eye water and 
taoe water" , which I understand ie the 
beet that Basic English can do with t ive 
re.ooue words. 

Seriously, however, we ere interes t ed 
and will look into the matter thoroughly, 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Right Honorable 
Winston Churchill , 

Prime 1.!1n1et or, 
Londono 

I ' 



THE W,HITE H O U S E 

The Rig~1t Honorable 

Winston Churchill, 

Prime Minister, 

London, ~ngland. 

.. 



Juno S, l<l/,4 . 

tr in ro~nrd to P ~\o 1n~1 1s~ •a r~~ ·~o vto a or 
~c~ooLont Gov~~nment •~oct l t ats~ , o snull ~P~tn!nly sound the 
dea th knell or 3anlc !n~ltab or 6DY~htnr 1\~o \ t . t nnve~ kne~ 

or any rroup o• nu~h noopl 0 to {lf;r ee eo llnvr.h f nr rMlly d I f'fnren t 
froM ths Gxlstl n~> s yotMJ -- or , fo.,. th t r.11 t' or, Hn vtl)•n.- no•· · 

Jlonoat ·r , t tiO not 'llllt " '.,her to kil l r.••e 1"s• o•· fiCin.,. 
\cv tttor on tt . The -or~lln \ '1 t h t 13• " lo !n"l\sh h·~ t-"!"'en~oua 

"ll'""lt tn it . "'ho -e .. qo •t 1e t h t f o r n - Pctlo'l l pur oosos It ts -elll­
t l volv ousy •o- non-JI'n,~t t.Jh 9po.llcln- ,.,no:-le• •.o ? lclc u') " ••• "l c l e nt 
Vt)~f\ ul ry eo e•J-r7 on • co:-v• .... sut !9 D. 

ro- tnstnnco , l f you • n~ Volo;ov a n1 Fdnn h d ~ 1 ~ ~ to 
En ·lt11h and tr :>talln , Chh n" P:n1-s'>ok a n<! t h ul h• 11 ,•• l c ll'n-1 I "'" , 
o ur oonro,..onoaa o•Jlrl huV'l boon 1o~tnttoly ., '1 \.,- r nd t'nr te ,.s 
tlrlO'\ th •n hnv in · ev"lryth lnu r.o thr<> u-h lutorp.,.e tllra . 

Sooondly , Bno• c '!n• 1\eh 1 R extr er elv 8 118Y r o - ~n~ltoh 
spnu~in peopl oa ro n•l oulcl ooon tuke t he n l c ca or v-nnoh 'lB the 

so- onlle1 " l anc:uaRa o1' cl\plovt~ cy•. You o,. t oo•>l~ l e •~n 1 t in 
ou- OPa~e ~o-enLs . 

t •leb you ·ould ~u~ • ue th e che ck up with ~~e Conr-~sstonal 

.'oo;>lo •t:-'lt or e ll. tt rt ·ht be ~osstblt~ ~ - " ""'"'P' · t- ·~to r o n­

.. ,.oo 1onal cocot t~eo (o:,~u 1e on t he " svt""pAt 'lotto•) t.<- ~oke •.~o o 
nat ter u p with an KnPllsh o~l t•ee ~nd ~oo If n can r. -rive ot ~ 
ct'lllolete meoti!lf< or t h e mtnda tic t • 'Ould covot,. t ho ·'hol e Fnr liflh 
epo• ktn • orld . 

I t thiR coulrt bo dona , 1 ronl ly bel t ov~ th •~ the otho­
nattons •oul d "o ~J lon(" ·I th us . 

F. D. P. 

I 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASH INGTON 

"::.:; :n . 1944 

lm!ORANDUK FOR THE PRESIDENT 

With reference to your me~orandum of April 28, transmitt i ng the originnl or a letter !rom Pri me Minister Churchill concerning Basic English, I 
enclose a draft or n prel iminary reply ror your 
si gnature. I em also returning the Prime 1Un1ster• s letter addreosed to you. 

I have Just received Mr. Amery ' s letter with n oopy or the repert , and am having soundings 
taken in the Congress as you suggested. 

As you have no doubt noted !rom the report , 
there was ooneiderable divergence or opi nion in 
the Cabinet Conmittee ns to t he extent to which 
Baa1c English, or eome other rorm or si mplified 
English, should be pushed. I think that before 
we go veey tar we should take atepa to acoertun tho views or ooopetent Government specialists 
and private linguistic experts. I! you ag1•ao 
I uill have the m:>tter looked into and ollke 
specific suggestions to you along thla line. 

Enolo sureos 

Draft o! letter to 
Prime Ll1nister; 

Or1S1nal letter or 
April 20, 1944 rroa 
Pr1r.e IUniater. 



10, :lBo!uning ~!rut, 

l!li!I'OihbaLL 

20 April, 1944. 

My dear Mr . Presi dent, 

\'/hen I was with you in t he United Jtates 

last August you expressed to me your interest in 

Ba3ic English. The Gabinet Committee which I 

appointed here t o consider the possibil~ties of 

Basic and means of promoting its wider use have 

reported and we hElve adJpted t he recommendations 

they have made . I t hought it might be of inter est 

to you to see the Report and am sending you copi es . 

Amery , who presi ded over the Comnittee , i s 

also sending a copy personally to Hull . 

If t he United St at es authori ties fee l abl e 

t o give t heir powerful support t o t he promotion of 

Bas1c Engli sh as a means of internntional int ercourse , 

I feel sure t l'lllt t hat woul d ensure its successful 

development . My conviction is t hat Basic English 



- 2 -

will then prove to be a great boon to mankind in the 

fut ure and a powerful support to the influence of the 

Anglo-Saxon peoples in wor l d affa i rs . 

Yours ever, 

~JvJ.~ 

The President of the United 3tates of .\merica. 
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~ IOJ:Iobm!ng Stwl , 

• UbihbaU. 

16th June, 1944, 

My dear Franklin, 

I am indeed grateful for your kind thought in 

sending me two electric typewriters. I was greaUy struck 

by the typescript of the letter which General McNarney sent 

me from Washington, and am delighted to have these 

typewriters for use in my own office . 

The President of the United States of America. 



-
~~ ,.ed o:-lttnal o• t•t• 1 tt r o.nd 2 •or del!vecy to I . ln•tcn s . Churchill , ru.. 

Deu WinltODI-

~~ f~.<t._. I • Y '/ • to ~1 . e .~ . v ~rt , 
7/11/11. . 

1 &:! encloalal copy or a le&ter t r05 Captain Pu ... ra 8Yaina&oo, u.a.a., R&d., en old f r iend o r !Una 41U'lal the !ira\ WOJ'ld war - U.O a copy or rq la&tar to Ilia. 1ba aipaatw-aa, a t o., are for you wUh tul.l !~011 t o do wha t you ••' •1 tb thea. ltaep u- 111 your parsaaal J)Apera Ol' LYe the= ~ the Ac1aiJ'u t;r. 

I u a l ao aen.din& &10111 n l'iou itaaa whi ch r elate to •u.e ear ly ctw.rcbilla. I though\ you would Uka to b.ne tbell t or your t ully papera. 
With rq warm reaarda, 

B;zorabl e WinataD s. Cbw'ch1U, PriM l(inht.er of Grea t Bl'i~, 4 :J El:l.t • 

(Encloaurea) 



Z\l.l)' 7, 1944. 

Uy dear Power a t-

I t 1a c:ertl&~ ;;ooc1 \a bear t r oa you again - and ee,eeul.17 nc-b a a i ea latter w1tb 1ta encl osure&. 

1 think 1t b a gr..nd idea that tba .. Yory intareatin& doc-ta abould be in Britain. I shall af'Dd. theft at the t1ra t OP­portuatty, to t he Prise ~atar aa a 11tt rroa you • 1a .. t o t.ba Brit1ab Pr iM Jl1A1atar aa4 tba British R•Y.Y· 

dayo soon. 
I do bope t o ... you oca ot tbeaa 

"1t.h aU .:ood wtshea, 

U. S.II ., BW., 





Vo You wcmt to Wl:'ite the l'r!ce Al1111stcr 
ubout these P"Pers Ol:' slloulo 1 JuNe h&ve 
tlle:rJ P&Cked f'ol:' Shipp!"<. Dlld tul:'n tllcm 
ovor to M&.J . Dt<vellpol:'t f or delivery? 

c.o. r . 
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My dear Franklin, 

10, lJoiDniiJ S~rrrt, 

u~u.~an. 

10 August, 1944. 

Thank you very much for your letter of July 10 

sending me the most interesting naval signatures and papers 

relating to some early Churchills , together with the visi ting 

card signed by my Father in 1886 when, as you know, he was 

Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Much as I should like to keep t he naval documents 

myself, I feel that the Admiralty should have them for their 

permanent records, and I am accordingly sending them to 

the First Lord. 

I am very glad to have the papers about the early 

Churchills , which contain a fine s ignature of Sarah, 

Duchess of Marlborough. There were two Generals named 

Charles Churchill. The first was t he brother of the first 

Duke of Marlborough, and was his General of Infantry throuetnL 

hie great campaigns. The second, to whom these documents ~ 
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relate, was the son of the first, and was for thirty years 

Member of Parliament for Castle Ri sing in Norfolk. 

Will you please thank Captain Power s Symington 

very much for his kind thought in sending you these 

documents for me. 

The President of the United States of America . 



• 

~n llya1nJtcar-

I ban jWit NCeiYed a leUer 

fro. the Pl'iM U1n1ater aad I eocl o .. a oopy 
ot 1t, tor I ' htnk 1t •111 interest 7~ 

Captain PoiNra 87a1Dataa, u.a.1 •• aw. • 
114 Groft ev..'• 
laD ft'&DOUOo. 
CallrOftia. 

(IDclo..,.) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jul y lJ , 194'+ 

Fo r Joint ho;,rd .:.: St<..tl 

Dept . to pr epare reply . 

F . li . k . 

/• <1'-1 

r':J LI&PJ, f C,t 1'0 '.luL l:"ttEbll.icN'l - Top 
Secret . Nwnbor 726 . 
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ltf Depaty Arcb •tot of tb& O. S. 

117 '· J. steu t DatoMAR 17 19n 

DDX~· ·• • • •••axxu 

'l'I!E Rl.Oilr IIO!IOOABI,II 

VIKS'NII CJJIIi!cm:LL, 

P10:JI:I II Jn., ':.wt' 

L:r.lllQJI. 

a..b JOU .n4 .. U'e ll<~&OU.alin& to Oxol\ancO .l.v"OIO 

o1rtl1an sa-1•-• beU 117 oaeh or ge ror Drtt.lah 1114 

• .-no. o1Y1Uaae ,.._u ~ "•JIG'- '!be Uallbooct 1e 

tha t eu~ M OIIUib.n&• •:r be Sbe onl;r •:r or aartnc the 

u ..... or ~.,.. or ,._ 0114 - n.Uonal.a. 

'thoro 1e a -a en both eldee. 'l'he .Je,pan- WilD&; 

u to ro:a.uo 300 ocl4 C!lun lll'Ut 1111~• held 1n A•t:r-aUaJ 

rq l:llll\87 .-... ~ do not au- to Sbelr :r-ole ... 1114 u 
a .... w. -,-~ necou aue baa lloued dom. 

1a - • ' I '1&0 ~ -.; U ~~ the .TQC"- eo.r­
..a\ 1ne1eu ~~~a• .:a,pueeo o t tlolala a •nc out el\all nat 

1'- le • tbal .._ llllliU'J oana14eraUca-.. Sa 

eU~r - are - Yfiii!'J 1 n. "'•-• al' t'lo1a. e ·~ 
_,. ~ etr-u .... ~uuoa .... ~ Yaluab~ ..,.,.._... 

0. the o~ w haM, - ••al a taln lll -.. PaoU'S. an 



n c ' ' •:a:xxxxo~JCXDX 

JINUI1'na well., and Uw. J~qMnuo 41'1'.-a _. p1loota ha14 
SA &uatraU& o11111o\ M ~ ....-~ t.l.p So &be -~ .. o 0 oftD 
1a rN~ti ot Far ..... torn 1n&t&1laUonao 1D Yiow ot -
,.._, . .. and aS. av.pc"iarltJ• 

II;J a -.. u. 1a \hat )'Oil &1"• ~reou- t.o ..,._ 
people to wa1Yo thio aoai'Ch or J.-a• ott'1a1al.ar 1 will 
be sr-pared. to reo 1 •=m~ to our poopl.o t.b&t. "'-1 ln the 
41•- and pileta be uoba~od.. ::Me at. lout will ..,1.,. 
a rNit'Y'ablo obanao ~I;~ oxoh&J1&N Jddlt co ~. 

••~ -.n7 blmd.rocla ot both "-r1a.u~ and DriUah .ti'Ul 
aJ.. daatlb. Pl.-~ - ~ Yiewaw I tb1nllt t.t. 
tOiibDloal poopl o aro CIWC" st.watdnfl the h; 1 PO ot 
.o~atct.au- q,Wt.o propar SA t~v·ul.Y .. o 1M3 'lllbJ..tl •bau14 
bo worr16Mia ~ l;)lo h!•'- ~'-'-' 1Dt.o•,..•'-

• 
"ROOSEVJol. 1"' 

[ 



ld7 11, 1M4 • 

••• , .... ea'Uiu, h, Wlll be 1ft 

Klwlan4 a. lattH ....- et thle -n. Be b 
I'OiJI« ...... u .... ea:a•7 _...1 ... aal I 
laope ..0 .,_, ,_. wtU be a'-1• to _. Ilia, 1t 
•"17 , .. a ebert 91elt. 

VlDIQ'_... ........ , 

Al..,. ....... 17, 
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My dear Franklin, 

IO,.Dohmi"' .itrut, 

Ubittball. 

5 August, 1944. 

Thank you so much for sending 

me the framed copy of the Declaration by the 

United Nations of January 1, 1942. I am very 

glad to have among my possessions this historic 

document. 
Yours ever, 

The President of the United States of America. 



, . 

/ 
. 

"'•--. .... . 

\ 
•. """ t ll-<<!(.. 

The President of the United States of America, 

The White House, 

WASlDNGTON, D.C., 

U, S. A. 

55026 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

F!LE MEHO : 
August 18 , 1944 

The followin~ messages r ece ived 
by the Pr esident were referred t o Admiral 
Leahy by t he President: 

No , 758 P M, t o the President , dated 
Aug.~ with Pres . mes sage to PM 600 
759 PM to the Pr esident 
760 PH to thf' Pres i dent wt th dre:ft 

of pr oposed reply 

Man Room mes saP,'e from i'linant to the 
Presiden t, file number 1815502 , dateo 
Aug , 18. 

Message to the President from 
Harriman, Aug , 18 in re~ard t o Po l es 
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y THE WHITE HOUS E 

WASHIN G TON 

Auguat 21, 1944 . 

\/1.11 you and t h e Secretary 

of Stat~ be good cnou~h to pre­

~a-c a j o i nt ~euly to the en-

closerl ro~ my slgn ~tu~c? 

'11.11 you show the Sec.,.etnry 

a co ny of t he j oint mes:-uge to 

S taltn fT'Ot.l Church t 11 And c e? 

F. D. P. 

t.'eSiltge to t'le .t>,.esident f rom Pr-emia,. 
r'ikoltt jc?.yk , dat ed Aug . 18, 1044 -
t h ,_,,,,:rh St nt:"' Den·t- tment - ,.a cleu,.•moe 
Of AnlAl'108D c~e· ·s fo.,. f l i ghts to \'larSI-tW 
f"'om Sta1\n . 
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THI: WHITE HOUSE ..A. v-' 
WASHINGTON 

It ia not aurpriaing 1! llr . St.alln 

1a slow t o tor get I 

E. R. 

-



• 

Largt sums of money and coneidrable forces have been employed by the Allies aga1net the Bolsnevlks dur ing the year. Britain h>tc contributed the nominAl value or nearly 100 mil­l i on•, ~ranee between 30 and 40 mi llions, the Uni tad States have maintained, and a r e still mainta1nin~, ovtr A thousand t roops i n Siberia, Japan has a n army or between 30 And 40 t housand strong l n Eas ter n Siber ia, wh i ch she i s now in orooess ot reinforcinP. Admiral Koltchek 1 s armite, equioned !llllinly With bri thh muni t1on•
0 

re,.ohed in l!ay a to t~l of ne~rly 300, 000 men. General eni kin ' s armies ~e~re~ate nt the present time about ~ qua r ter of a million combatants . Besides these, the r e wer e the Finne, who could place 100,000 men in the field . There were also the Es thoniane, the Letts and the Lithuania~s comolately maintaining thei r fronts trom t he Baltic to Pol and. Lastly, there are the powerf ul Polish forces , and help could aleo have been obtained from Roumania and, to a laeser axtPnt , from Sprbi" and Oteonoslovakia. 
It is a delusion to eu~pose that all this yenr we have been f1ghti nP; the 1>1\ ttles of tne anti- Bolshevik Russ i ans. On tne oontrlll'y, they h•tve been f 1p:hting ours; 1>nd t>t1a truth wi ll become point•ally Pn"Oill'en t tree tnl! mo:;en t t>ta t they 11re e"<­termin~ted •nd thp l!olo;hevik 1\r:Ues a!'e su-o:-Pme over thf' whole VAst t erritories ot the RuAsi~n Emoirc . • 

From a Memo randum written by Chu!'cill on Seotember 1~,1919 , \ quoted i n The World Cr1a1e The A1'term1tth by Winston S. Churchill , Vol . IV, 1929, pp . 256, 269. 

- 1 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JIDIOJWIDUII roR 

ADMIRAL LI:ABl' 

J'OR THE IO:CEI8ARY ACTIOI 

OR nu:. 

r. n. "-

Message from the Prime Minister 
to the President, No . ?61, dated 
August 19, 1944, re appeal· from 
Soviet broadcasting statlons to 
Polish popylation to start a 
general rislng against the Germans . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September •, ls.4. 

I think t;heee have been 

an1nred and oan now nle. 

r. D. a. 

Messages from t he Prime Minist~ 
to the President - Nos . ??1 , 772 , 
?65. 



My dear Friend, 

TilE CITADEL 

Qu eBEC 

September 16, 1944. 

I do not think the Chiefs of Staff will be 

ready before noon. At any rate I believe this ,;ould be 

more convenient for them than 10. 30. Moreover I have 

some amendments to suggest to the report which I have not 

yet completed. 

In t hese circumstances, would it not be better 

to tell the Press to come at 3. 30 p. m. after the Degrees. 

This would give plenty of time for you to catch your train 

around 5 o' clock. 

The President of the United States of America. 



MR. MARTIN. 

- c -

10, Jllobm!ng .Strut, 

mfbil.tl]aU. 

Vl j 11 you ask the Pres ident whether I could 

see the text of the communication he is making to 

Mar shal Stalin about the Dumbarton Oaks Conference , 

and also any communique that is to be issued. 

In view of the f act that t his important 

message will be passing between the President and 

Marshal St alin, t he Prime Minist er thinks it might 

be well t o defer the other message about t he Greeks , 

Yugosl avs and Poles , t o a later period. 

v:.s.c. 

19.9.44 



Septeabsr 21, 1944 

Will y ou phase be good enough t.o 

see that t his co.manication addressed t.o 

Prime IUniater Churchill is f orwarded to bimt 

Grace o. '!Ul:Q' 
Pr1Yata Seoratar.r 

Senled envel ope postmarked Chicago, Il l ., 9/18/44 at 3:00 P.M., 
addressed to lion. Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of the 
Bri tish Empire, Hyde Park, N.y. 

hms 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Octnber 9 , 1044 . 

AD:.!TRtu:. LF lilY 

Do you think H~Y of thfls e 

need nns• •ers? 

3! . 1) . F . 

''ess•.:e No . 791 from the 
Prime "i ni s t <>r t;o tl-Je President , 
dated Oct . 5 , 1944 · 

Two mes!l 11•e s to t il e 'Preeident 
'~'ro1~ .Ambt•os .dor fl~ r ,•ir'an, dut ed Oct . 5 , 
1944· 



U w. t./...:.Lf. ;·c.<. t'v' 

1- "11/ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

october 26, 1944· 

lfEYORAJfDOII FOR 

ADnRAL LEAHY 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

FOR lfY SIOilATURE. 

F. D. R. 

uessage to the President 
f rom the Prime Minister No . 809 . 



c 

Orig~n of tltu letter, approved by the Prl"ldent , 
band to Lt · Risdon for tran!!Jiit tal . 

11/ '74A 

toget hor with extra copies , 

hms 

TBE li!UT£ HOOSI 
liA:ll!l!IGTOI 

llovwb<or 10, 191,4, 

r ,.. u " .. tlY ~ u is very t.r-;ini 
!or IOtJl,Y ~;ol• t.l1 ~ ~" owul.ll <>vlll.lnue to prwvent 
J.A!o..-•..ioD f -ro.:. .!.oUl.ac out obou~ •ntJ.-<.ull<la.rl.D• 
llctbo>a.j bu~ our O'IILI eul.oea:r1.'1o UJIJ'0119l in tboo 
Paoi1'1c iJi ~ \IUCil .n l•por.-..nt role ~bat U. 
lio.rbarl.a.n • ill ""1"" dosp~r· ~ upon •ny into~ 
.. u .., t.h&t 1'1U ~lp bia in Mti-DUbouirina _.,..... , 
I do LDpe 1 U.U.J:ore, tho t "" ""1 0<1nUouC1 to d.o 
&lJ. that "" C<oA to k•~P Q1l)'COd D-oc 1.1-.1.}-.i/\~ too .. ch. 
I ban no doubt. W..l. ilw11cr•ti01le o.ro cotml.t\.MI in 
0 \ll' I'J"N• v•t t!>tJ 4UOl Oil_.t 1\Q NICIIltl.y appear<~(! 
W>du a Loo.lon d r.to-J.ine , 

I "ill do o!1<1 • I """ ~ kup t!:oo 
lid on ber• and l kno .. l c~7 count on 10U tor 
ai.ail.&r ...,ur~•· 

.,.o .•.. 

f~ It, ~ liutoo 6. Clm'cbill, 
n.o rna. 1t1n1a \U' or Gnat en toin, 
Load•, • • , .... 

Dino\U' ot OII 
D~\U' of C:...orah1p 
C • 1 .,. 1ft Chief 1 U.s. fleet.. 

l'rr M-t<. ~ d-~ e.---



.mv..;.uw;t. IUV<. \l-.il0•1'lj tlrM wtx, W'l'OII J.SSUI!S . 

( lly r.L·r.l.~wu 1.o ~lot Kow York 'l'1-a) . 

l.O!ILOM , No•. 8 - ll1• Vi Ct'l tlorahd " · B. <J.vood, 
~ oonior .-t.{'f oriJ.~"l v1 WI" l\C1J! .dr foree 
Coum C.o::.:;umd, ~l'li.d ...,.;ay t!>A t t.bA Clu mn" • .,,... 
f i\U ng "" ext.o;ndable r t1 1:-~tt U w ~l.dr ll-Bo..le 
ao t i .. t 1.!.~1 or.~ roc!Jart~ bJH•rl<tG and TU\',Uaw 
l.bll' zul..<ao-.l.nu dthout .. urr•c.ln(l . thl.a Mtl •curt&J.n 
ot.ba! .L..rro--:"t41'1W,'" u,.J t:"l' rte\••lopmt.nt. hc.v'-! r.i•tn t.O. 
~ ~llo"t.:i e t\Clt 1 .. 160 OD .lit., bft • <IJt•<) , 

S.t.v•on Muy ow.:! I.Ut.'\l,l ~. 194.;1 ho D.i.ld1 tbtl 
llnoume lout !1- Bolli;e • t \.M .NIW or 't.lli~ t; 100,\tb. 
'l'ba .o.uabcr in t.ne ..,;.l.nJ ~io • ·~ l't>UUO«' b•· --...o• t 
~. 

c 0 f t 
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••••••••••••••••••• 

u. s. WSOE!f -
'1'BB amm auBOliAtL!. 

l~'!O· Cl'!VXCIIILL, L f . 

Ptlld wmmn..., LOBDO!i 

EU17 1n Ootober you wr. GM4 ~to &6J'H to d eter 

t w a cllllo the • 14;1:1at uro ot a -t oo~uaot wU h t be Farrell 

realM 1n .t.rgut!Da. Your Nf'U&l to •toa a contrut ba. 

boll*' 'U UOIMM O'Ul )'o 1t bu iDoJo ... od. tbe liiiCel't&iJlt)' 

wh1ah bu drt't'a tba Co,_la to a 4"perata eond1t1on. 

• • bello•• tbat U 0111' taotlo• - b o ooot1nae4, n boYo 

a YOJ'l' ~ cbaDH of pu ttllle a ad wlthln a ~aablo t t. 

to a h.Mlot ~.that otberwloo -~boa t hreat to tbo 

,.... aD4 ooowlt;r ot tb1a ccmu-t t or 8117 ,..._... ·to -

I ~ ~~- •-I'M4 to bear noat n»orta tbat ;rou 

MJ ohart;l.7 tab 'liP tba mttu of tbo .&r£eut 1Da -t contraot 

with aa ~ln. 

It 1o ., otroa;s pora-.l. ooiiYloUeu tbat 1t ;rou alp a 

- t ooot ... t w1tb tbo l'&rN11 ftii;S.O tbo OO'Uefl o• w1l1 

bo 418aoW.. IIJIIIl -a. -. tar .... h1D& tbml w baYO 'boea 

able to mb • - ot JOW people wM!eraMad. 

-..au bo propat)ID41M4 bJ tho Art &Dt.lDO 

DEOLASS!iil!:D 
By Deputy Archivist of tbo U.l . 

sy r . J . ste .. nrt Da:eN_o_v_-..-
I 



••••••••••••••••••• 

a 41Yt.aloD bet- • • 1t wo1114 avoeas&bc beth U»u 4-atlo 
aD4 tbeu ~tlooal poe1t10DJ aD4 liHaae ow owu people 
t .. l eo atrOQC17 ~ Ule ... l tbreet on thU eoou: .. ent 
11b1lo tbeu •- a.ra fl&htlaa au o•ar tile ••14, aaeb action 
woGl.d baTe repaNlloealona 1n Ule or••• 1n p11bU.. UM••l-, 
aDd 1D eonpoe .. at a ••t tmtort.-te "-• 

I ~ _,, or co-, .-ge thla eo • tro~7 u lt -at 
le .. -t ror J'l.llll' PM&~le. .u rou lmolr, JOU are ptts.na aU 
tM _, JOil - a&J'1'7 tre. Al'&eatlaa rJ.sllt - eno U»IJ8Il 
J'OII bAn DO aootraot, aD4 rou n ll recall tball tbla •• alAo 
U~e .... t• tea -the pr1or to t.be •'P'nc ot tba l&at 
eon tree~ 

I ... that .. - ••U- to ._, • ro• balp to 
U <ia.lat;e tbla daD(.- IIU1 ~t. 

t • e' n •• • • 'bt* • • J rrt l• t 111 w u :' 55 t 
1 I I 

11-17- 44 

JI.PA t CIS aaDt 

ataaausas ... t~mz: wn. 

I 

IIU.IJ:LU D. 

AU IC 
ncu 

By Deput)" A.-c.h1Y • "•!.:~ 
111 J. J . 8tenrt tD~'M~ 

-
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THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

"u t'l'otn;; i •m J" b-uh u-- L'1ncol:t, 
t 1•"t.'D f-;"r i40 _tL_P t.;.O~ ·1 vnn ~() ~hn 

'-·rfl ::'..;1' .:;>;~- .. tn' I'll t . . Chu-chill , 
t}H' .~-o:;i ·t~nt. ·~n',P .. ht-l f'ollcw, i n."'" : -

"}'<'~ i !11•.cn on h1"> .:Jt- t:h<,HV- 1 •Qulrl 
•n C'l"ll t;l~ Teh•1' 'Uu tt• 'lO · •t t.h hir,, e.rai.n . 

"'"t.r>l-1 i.l! n . Pnnf!PYnl ~. .~nv . ., () , 1 OJ. I, " 



THE WHITE HOU S E 

WASHINGTON 

November 2~ , 1944 

lHl•.OilA!IDUM ~'OR 

Alllliil.AL L : .AHY 

What do you think o f oend1ng 

the enclose~ t J Churoh111 and sending 

a oo py to Ei P enhol'rer 1.,1 t h the o t <> t emen t 

t ha t I ha ve ~en t 1t to Chur chi l l fo r 

h1s Ppproval end wil l l e t h1m know n a 

soon aa I hear . 

P. D. R. 

• e F'RI'('e t o 'Jhurch1ll re joi nt s t ::> te"lent 
t .J help br ef''· do\ln Gernpn mor f'le . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
O,.,IC IAL. 9V$1NCS6 

. . 

THE PRESIDENT 

•lrNN..TY ,.OR JlllltNATC U&ll TO AY010 
•A't'JoiCNT Or lllOI'f'AOI 1.300 

• 



1-IR . LATTA : 

TH E W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Deoeober 4, 1944 

Thio anouln go to the Stat~ 

Do ,ar '!lont to sen<". but a o.,py snould 

elso go to the l!np Room ot the ~/hl.te 

House . 



P~F: 
Original initialed •o.K. P.O.R.• and 
,..turned to J:r. Ste~tinlua tor tran8'111t tal, 12/S/44 . 

TilE fAl'I'E HOUSE 

THE FIGHT BONOPABLE 

WII:ST:JN CHIJFCHI U., li. P, 

PROlE Ml!II5T£P, u:>:.DO!I. 

l.u hington 

I aa deeply grateful for yo~ Qeaaage (No, 8J2 

Bovember 26, 1944) inforaing ce of your decision to 

continue purchases on a month to month beaia for a 

further aix mont!~ ' period. We will do ever ything in 

our power to eatiafy your underetanding with r eapect 

to other buye· a aa well aa with respect to refrigerated 

cargo apace to which you refer in paragraph four . 

I aa aor ry about the apparent mieunderatanding men­

tioned in the last paragraph of your aeaeage, aod con­

cerning wh1oh I , of courae, had no prior information. I 

believe, however, t hat you will discover, aa I did on fur­

ther i nveetigat ion, that tl~ docuaent quoted in your 833 

did not refer t o tha eatter of t he meat contract , on 

which we exchanged t lltgtl in October, but to t he eeneral 
IIZCJ.ASstrtD 

1J Dopnty Areb1•1ot or tbo Q, l , 
NOV 1 1971 

JJ 1 . J. Stewart ~t••---



----~- .i 

1, . 

-2-

progruming of your other iaport.s !ro:a an:! exports to 

Argentina about which the Department. of State submitt ed 
inquiries to t he Foreign Office in August and September. 
This message was intended to be an inquiry on a ~atter of 
co .. on interest and, of course, in a sense a threat. 

I am confident., however, t~at t bia matter can r eadily 
be adjusted and I t ant aeain t~ thank you for your helpful 
measage. 

FRA.r.fi.Ui D. POOSfVELT 

• 



I>IOLASSirm:D 

TH E UNDER SECRETARY Or STATE 

WASHINGTON 

--
November 28, 

Subject: Fe.1ly to the .'rime '~inLter on 
Ar~>entine i.!eat. 

I han. you h r€1 ith a suggestec r~1ly t o the 
Prime :inb ter ' ~ ... ~!;sage inform in~ u.· r! tl:c Brit­
ish d"ci .. ion to continue ourchases of J..r-enti. e 
~eat on a ~pot baris for anoth r six ~onths . 

\ e believe that tLere is nothinr to be s:;ai:led 
by Jointi.l11' cut to t~e Prime • inist.,r· t~at the ura ~ ­
ual~ stif· eni g of our recuests in this llll'tt.er ::as 
prom?te<l by our gro .. ·.ng concE::rn , ith the military-
! ascist character o1 the farrell r etime, an: by evi­
eence ti Pt tre reP-i te 1 oulc ma.<e pr ool!f,anda and 1)01-
itical ca>ital out of the si ~ing -f a contract. 

As oointed out in the second •aragra.Jh of the 
oro11osed reply, \'If' fin,~ thet the Prbe •. Jinister mis­
tai:enly interpr .. ted the .J:..nbassy' s comrnunication of 
l:ov€mber 20 as refer:-ing to tbe negotiPtion:; on the 
~eat contract. Tne ~ba sy, on instructions f r om 
the Deoart~Pnt , ~~bin fact tryi~g to stimulate en 
answer to our inouiries of Au ust and Eer>tember on 
the general subject of Bri tish traee v.it~ trgentina-­
i n ... uir i es , incidentally, to 91hich 't.e '·~>ve yet to r e­
ce.:.ve a rt.oly. 

I ao entirely confident, however, t · at v.e 
strai<;"'.ten t :1ese matters out 'i thout tro• :blinl: 
~urt~er. ~~e net r ~ult of the Britie action 

~eat contract ks all to V ' 

State l>ept . l etter, 1-11-'1 

sr'dc c .Dete FEB 1 0 \972 
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January 10, l ilt & 

1C7 clear Mr. PrU. llinhUI'I 

In oonnoot1on with the reoont poothUI!loua award ot an .._r1oan D1ot1nau1oho4 Soi'Yloo Modal to Jl'1ol4 llarobel 5 11' John D1ll, 1 - aon41Jia 70u hore­w1 \h a OOP7 ot a Jo1nt Roaolut1on ot Oonareaa onaotocl on Dooombor ao laat, appreo1at1ns tho aon1ooa ot 1"1ol4 llarahal 811' John D1ll. The toot 
that COftGI'eOO ••• tit to talco th1a aotion, wh1oh 1a without prooe4ant, and that the Cbe1raan ot tho Poro1sn Rolat1ona C~1ttoo ot t ho Sonata, the Honorable Toa Connall7, 1nti'04uoocl tba Roaolut1on, 1a not onl7 toi'IUl reoop1t1on ot tho c reat aoM1oo ren4ol'ocl b7 h1ll 1n ~tlng unit)' ot ooUon on tho part ot our roapeot1Yo oountr1oa, but 1a an oY14onoo ot a YOI'J Wboloao.o ata to ot a1n4 1n tho aidat ot tho b1oar1nsa that oro 1noY1tablo at thh otago ot tho war. 

I th1nlc 811' John D1ll ron4ol'ocl botb our 
oountrioa a c roat aon1oo and I •• dol1i)l.tocl to uo 1t wr1tton oloarl7 1nto tho rooord . 

Alwa7a ainooroly, 

D. 

The Pl-1110 lol1n11tor or OI'Oat Br1ta1n 
London 

Xnalan4 
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[PonLJO LAw 616-78To CoNORUII] 

[COAPTER 621-20 SE8810N) 

(B. J. n ... at7J 
JOINT RESOLUTION 

Rocoplrlns the outotandlns •eniee ~nde....t to the United Natlooa by Field 
Marshal Sir John OW. 

Whereas the Congffi!S having been infonned of the death of Field 
Ma.rsbnl Sir J olm DiU, in Waahington, District of Columbia, on 
November 41 1944; and . 

Whereas thG Arl ington Nntionnl Cometcry has been chosen as the final 
resting p ln.ceoflhis distinguished sold ier; nnd · 

Whereas ·~ tho Senior Britjsn rep•-escnlttlil•o on t ho Combined Chiefs 
of Stat!', Field Mnrshn l Sir J ohn Dill, by his wisdom and devotion 
to tho ,,-jLnl cause of BriLiSl·American mililnry cooperntion, ren. 
dered a gre~~t 5(1rYice to the United Nations: No•v, therefore be it 
Ruolud-by tile Snaau and Hou•~ of n~pnMnl.aJivu of IM United 

Staiu of AtMI"ica in Oongn11 lllltmbled, T hat the outstanding service 
rendered to tho United Nations by Field Marshal Sir J ohn Dill be, 
rutd it hereby is, recognized by the Americnn people lllld tho CongfllflS 
of tho U nited Slntes. 

Approved D ecember 20, 1944. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE 

WASHINGTON 

January 10, 1945 

IID!ORANDOJ.I FOR MISS TULLY 

Subject: Argent411e Meat 

I retiU'n herewith for your files the letter 
addressed to the President dated November 22, 1944 
from Lord Halifax enclosing the special collection 
of communications exchanged between the President 
and the ~'ini.~ and others on the Argentine 
and British ~eat contracts which the President for­
warded to me on November 24. 

In order that that file might be cooplete, I am 
also attaching co.pies of three outgoing messages J 
which are directly connected~ w'th the gentine.me&t 
question. 

. - -
-~ 

Enclosures: ( 

Telegrams 10178, 
10004, 1761. 
Letter from Halifax 
of November 22 and 
enclosure. 

DECLASSIFIE!> 
6\~t• nept. lett er. l-ll~7a 

a, BtUal' Dato FEB I I 1972 
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01l'I'GOIKG TELEORAI' 

THE 11'81Tl' BOQ81' 

AIUJIBASSY, 
LOIIDON. 
10178 

Dece~ber 5 , 1944 
e p . o:. 

Pltaaa deliver the rollow1n& De••-s• • quOTE 

Tilt ICI .81' HC!IORAI!Lll 

WI NSTOM ClillRCBILL, 11 . P. 

PRIME ~INlSTER, LONDON. 

I am deepl y grateful for JOUr meaaage (Ho. 832 

Hovo~ber 26, ! 944 ) 1nfor=1ng me of 10ur decision to 

continue purchases on a mont h to ~onth basta f or a 

fU r ther al x aont~' period. •• wlll do ••er,thJng 

1D our power to sat1sf;, :your underatand 1ng wltb 

reapee~ to other buyers aa well a a w1tb respect to 

refrigera ted cargo s pace to whleh you refer in pa~i­

s rapb four . 

1 am uorry &bout the •pparent mleunderot andlne 

mentioned 1n t he last paragraph or rour ~essage, and 

concerning • bleb I, or course, bad no prior 1nforaat1on. 

I bellewe , ho'ever, tbat you w1ll d iscover, a a 1 did 

on further l nvest!gat too, that the document quoted 

1n 70ur e~~ did not refer to the a~tter of the meQt 

contract , on wb i eb we exchanged meoa• gea in October, 

, .PJQ~~SSIPIED 
!y Deputy Arrcbtvist or \bt U.S • 

• , ••• J . · -
r " ~ W 1972'---
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but to the general ~ro&rA~ng o f JOUr othor importe 
rro& •nd erpor~• to Argent1n• about which tbl O.part.ent 
or State auhmJttt4 1nqu1r1tl to the rore ~tn ottice 1n 
Augult and Septembe r . Th1o meea•&• waa intended t o be 
a.n 1nqu1r, on • • tter ot co~n 1ntoroat &1'14 . or COW'It. 
i n no ltnse a threat . 

I lo confident , however, thot t h1a ~tter ean 
reacHly ba e.d.Juated. ar::d I n .nt a•n~n to tl"t..ank you tor 
fOUl" helpt\11 ID811AI)O , 

!'RA!Il:LIN D. R(I('SI!V"..L'l' miQIIC'n: 
(l.'V~) 

S':'ETTlNIUS 
(RHO) 
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OU'I';;()l!IG TtuORAII 

NO DUTKlbU'I'lO!l • HO STENCI L 

AMERICAN ENUASSY, 

LONDO!! . 

10004 

llovember 29, 1944. 
7 P•ll• 

l'OH TilE. UIBASSADOR !'1<011 ~Ill'! AC'fiiiO SE:CJU:l'AJiY, 

The Preatdent baa referred to ce ,our telegram 

no. 1069 or ll:ovember 26 to hlm . At the tfllr::e tiJ:le the 

Preeldent eent r.e • copy of the Prime M1n1~ter ' a t wo 

telegr&mft to h im nos . 832 in4 8~3 of November 2~ ln 

regard to the Argentine meat ettuatton. The Prootdcnt 

la ot courae aendlng a reply d1reet to the Pr~e Xlnlater 

to bte .. •••s••· In the meant~• I want JOU to know how 

grateful a ll of us are for tbo declaton of the Brtt1ab 

~over~nt ~o continue :ent purch&tea fro= Argentina 

on a month to ~onth basts tor a turtber a1x ~ontbs 

perlod. r;e are grat eful to )'OU tor tho a s sistanc e wblch 

JOU gave ua ln obtatnins thla va luable ~eesurc ot 

cooperation from the Br1t1ah Oovernooot . It is our 

earnoat hope tb&t before tbe explratlon ot tbat atx 

conth period tbe Argentine altua~ton will bave improved 

and tbla cancerout growth of taac1•• will have d1eap• 

pear ed from thla ham15phero. 



/ 
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I ••• d latreaaed to l~arn t~t tho Pri .. M!n1tter 
and !den 1,oterprete<1 our toleg r&o no. Q?~8 of Uovei~ber 18 

in Q way totolly different troD our intenti on. 1 am 
a l l the more eoneerood. that troa the tone o! 70ur t ele­
grAa to the President you epparontly •~red th1a 1n­
torprot&t1on. 1'1h1a t elog·r a.m d i d not reter to tho zeat 

contract but to the ~ueatlon of t he general progr~ns 
of other Br1t1ab 1mporta trom and exporte to Arsont1ne. 
You a&y r ecall that we telegraphed you in August and 
Sop~o&ber to m•ke 1nQu1r1ea or the ForeSen orrsee on 
tb11 aubJeot. We have not even yet received • r eply 
fro• the Poreign Office . Our t e l egr 5a no . 9738 ~eolt 
w1tb a propoaed shipment wb1cb 1a tor t ho reaaone set 
forth in that. r:noss• s • a matter or gr eat ombat-raaamon t 
and concern to us . Wo intended our ~••••s• to be ln 
tho n4ture of an inquiry on a m¥tter or c ommon inter est . 
We d ld not intend it to be 1n any seneo • thre•t . In 
explaining th!l oral17 and intor,..,lly ~o tbe a ppr opriate 
British autboritie• I hopo tn.t you will tell Lhem tbat 

-• are still .est &nxioua to rece ive tbelr repl1 to our 
1n~u1r1es submitted 1n Au6uat and September 1n resard 
to the Question or progr&~1ng l •porta r rom and ex~orta 
to Areent.lna. 



I am atn4L~s you tn a aeparate telosr•• • brte r 
p•reona l mee aa~e to be delivered to xr . !den i n my 
naco 1 n regu 'C1 to th1 e matter . 

I hope th.ftt JOU •111 reel tree at all t1t"Ail to 
t ake up With me any phase or our relations with and 
pollo7 1n roeard t o the United Klngdo~. If you fool 
at a.ny th8t • • a r e about to take ac t 1cn or t:.Dkt 1nqutr1ee 
wb1ch eeom unw1eo t o you I em counting on you to give 
me the benefit of your v1ewa . 

STETTIJHUS 
ACTI!IG 
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-
AME!'BASSY, 

OUTGOING TELroRAI! 

December 7 , 1944 
7 p . m. 

BUENOS AIRES (A RGENTINA ) . 

1?61 

For your informaticn, t he British Prime ff.lnister 

inforned the President on November 26 that British 

meet purchases from Argentina will be continued on a 

month to mon t h basis for six months from December 1 , 

1944 . In thus agreeing to postpone the conclusion of 

the contrac t, i t was also poin ted out that the 3ritish 

desire our cooperati on in keepi ng other buyers ou t of 

the Argentine market and in making sure that they do 

not (repeat not) ge t refrigerated cargo space . 

STETTINIUS 

OIOLASS trU:D 
&tate Dept. letter, l-ll- 72 

IJB#frJL Data FEB 1 1 1972 



Dear Mr . Pr esident, 

IRITIS K EIIBASIY, 

WASKINOTON , O.C. 

22nd November , 1944. 

The Prime Minister ha s a sked 
me to place i n your hands the enclosed two 
copies of recent rel evant telegrams, on the 
question of Argenti ne meat . 

It will no doubt be on the 
basis of these telegrams that he will be 
sending you a fUrther communicati on himself 
on the subject . 

Yours very sincerely, 

The Honourable 

Franklin Del ano Roosevelt, 

President of the United States, 

The Whi t e Rouse , 

Washington, D.C. 
2 ..... 
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TELEGRAMS EXCHANGED BETWEEN 
THE PRIME MINISTER, PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, 
MR. HULL AND MR. STETTINlUS REGARDING 
THE ARGENTINE AND THE BRITISH MEAT 

CONTRACTS 

3cth APRil.- 13th OCTOBER, '9H 

llR. I h to Pann lJJSIST .. _ T. 1012 ~ 3<14« 
Pit•~ ('CliD_mon!cate to~ Pru~Wc Miru•ttr m) gratifil'ation at the rtrk'• ttl 

tkpi'Miaoo of h11 intentioa to ro-cptratt" dc:N"I) "atb nt _in tbt pretent .. \rgt'DtlDe 
prOl·l.-m Tbt DHd for ("'OibUitaUtlA &Dd parallel lklJOII is underlined 0\· tit 
l'f<--Tnt manifHt.atioo.t of tht ••allm.:-u,... o( IC!mt of W pf'b!t"nt _\rgintill(' 
authon ttt>• to curry popular tupport aod IDtno.a-.t their pon·er at the ~pen~ 
of {r.r~agn rapu.al. 

\\ e ha,·e been oou!ide.tably banrltUIJ)J.H!d an our f'fforts to den~lop a fonnula 
fOr I'N'Oi{nitton by the .appe-.aranoo Ill 1hc J)l'<'" of tl.'llemtnl5 to t.he efiect that 
the Unntd Sauons A.re becorni nK inrrtutn~h· dtpendent UJ)()Jt .\rgfutina for 
MIIJJplies of food·stu.fl's and raw mntcn1l•. _ I t)ehc\·~ It i6 particularlv impOrtnnt. 
nt t lda lllne thnt. no officio ! ()r scml-ol11<utl lttAL<·mclll he itiiued hi either the 
lJnned Suues o r Great rlritt1in C'nctmrftging lht~: e.\:lremi8LJ in the Argentine 
l'~irno by stressing bright prosp~l& of ,\ nKh.,.Argenllne trade in the j)OSL-wttr 
JX'I'ivd or by emphllSising dependence of the Vnn~d Nntious: on Argentina {or 
(OI'Kl nntl othrr commoditie3 ~.;tutinl to the war effort 

I'AUt' M!S!ST£• ID llR. Hn>- T. lOIS <1. I.G.H . 
\'ou may be su~ "e &ball do all ~t tan to htJp you 1n this, u in other 

i\tlatf"tt.. Tbe fort.igo OtJKe •ill !k·nd ~ou o u'loqrco dftailtd reply to-DklJ'1'to•• 
monung. 

PR~IDL'I:T Roos.txE.LT tiJ Panaa ~b~nna T 13b6 4. 30.0.44.. 
I und~nr..nd tbtt thf F~•r. Of~ 11 full) anformM lnth ~rd to th~ 

jmpurtan<'f' "tr.bieh voe attach~ t eo prcpo~1·1ht1 .\mbl~dor KflJ~· in B~ 
Au~.~ be rec:a.Ued for OODJulta.uon. 

W~ h.'e anoounoed Annour's J't(·,.ll. .\Jmc.t all of the otl1er Rtpub1iu 
.arc taking parall~ atuon. Ho•·ever, it ja dt-ar bt-yond any question tliat the 
t..'OIIec..tl\e .etiect of tb11 act.1on "'ill be &erlfJUilly Jlrf'JUdlC:'td af Kelly 1U1ye on an 
Huem.f4 A1res 

tu view of the imponnnct of a rommon tUtud al 1hia time. 1 elrnes.tlv hope 
1h11t )·our dedaion wilf be a fa,•ournblo 011e " 

PRu11 MINlST~K to PRE.StDlt~T Rooto.ll\'&I.T. T. 1304/ 4. 1.i."'4. 
\'our Xo 576.• 
l [ h.t.H~ dlecu.bed matter wnh Eden IU<I wo btwe de..:ided to ect as yf')u 

wl•h. Fdro bas tolrgnpbod llurooo M,.. reulhng oor ,\mb.u .. dor Cor 
•. :~1Jltu1uuion. 

• T l ... f 

• 
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2. This decision M.s been tnken in respan:c;e lo ~·our 
stand." There is n good deal of nnxiety in the Foreign 
Cabinet. J do not my.;clf see where tl1is policy is leading to 
to get ouL of the .\rgcutines by thia mctllod T only hope it \\ 
oJTect our vi tal interetiLS and our wB r crrort, 

:l. I hope you will not. mind m v saying, as iB my duty, that "c ourseh·es 
were plnced 111 nn iln,idious position Ly this Americnn dcciston, to which we are 
now oskcd to conform, being taken wit hoot t:on~ultntion with us. \Ve were fnced 
with a fait acc<nn7Jli. 

PRESIDF.NT HOOSE.VELT iD PtUbiB M tNIST&H.. T. 1415/ 4. 6 .7.44. 

Your 723 of 1st J uly, HJ,44.• wa.s genuinely welcome . . Your favournble 
decision on the recall or Kelly ooncurrcnth· with us and others hos nlreody 
produced sib111ificant concreu; reaults. The iinmediate reaction has been prompt., 
conciliatory and definitely in the right d irection, with complete absence of 
i1·rit:nion Of thrCall) LOWnrd All}' COUDtl')'. ] f we continue tO Stand rll'm, Jetting 
th(.} Fn rrel R6gime undCI'St~mJ, in 11 tone not neccssa.rily unfriendly, that it. 
euuuol in \'iolnlion of its pledge of hemispheric unity and solidarity support. 
the Axis in opposition to its sister nntion&, lhc•-e is a goOd chance that this entire 
mntter cnn soon be ciO(lred up. (tis C\'crywbcra rcoognised that the issue at stake 
iu Argentino is t he same na that which is involved in the war against the 
Axis_ I am c:onfideut, 1 hcre:fo•·~. thnt tbc.re is not any risk in pursumg n firm 
uod fort bright policy toward the Farrell H~ime. Again my hcartie.st tllaoks. 

• T. 189~/<. • 

PRIY£ Mt!lo'lSTP.R (O l'RP.!;IDRXT ROOS£\'I!LT. T. 1447 / 4.. 14.7.44. 

I ought to send you the immediately following• minu~ r have- received from 
)(r, Llewcll in, the Britig.h ['ood Minister. \Ve w1~h to do C\'Cr~·thing we can to 
belp you and .\lr. HuU with the South Americnn oountl'ics; but we think you 
ought. to b~LYe the formidnble argn111e11U1 of thi6 minute bcfor~ you. Please 
remember that this cornm1.mity of 46 million~; impor~d 66 million tons a year 
before the wa.r ond i ~, now lntll'II1S(il'lg on lc;i!:i thnn 25 rnillions. The ~tamino. of 
tho workman cannot be •nBintainf>d ou o Jes..~r diet iu JnMt. You wo,•lrl not send 
your i;aldiers into battle on t.he British $to1vic.:e rnoat ration, which if:! rnr abovu 
what is g i"cn to workmerl. You~ J>COple ::u·e eating per head more me~t- and 1110~e 
poultr\' t hnn before Lht> war whde ours nre most. shttrplv cut. 1 be-he\·e thot ar 
this were puL before )fr. Hull he \\~ou ld do all he could tO help ll$ tO obttLiu A new 
contrnct nnd nothing which would jeop11rd iloiC it$ chances. r therefore hope that. 
yOll will do $0. 

.. 1'. 1448,'-'· 

PRtME Mt~tsT•• to L'n•smr.NT RooseveLT. T. 1448{ 4. 14.7.44. 
Following ie minute referred to in my immed iately preoodiog telegram• :­

T ~n) \'C-ry worried at the ,position into which we o.rc. getting with the 
Arg-ent1nc. 

I depend upon that country for 0 \"C.r 40 per cent. or m~· imported rnut. 
If I fa il to get 11, tho It . 2<1. rneot ration will bkve to be redoood by nbout 5<1. 
Evtn . a temporary loss of a.upplies will reduce the ration. 

\Ve are \'ery _grawrul LO the Americans for the meat. they are sending us. 
I do not behe\·e that. they ca.n tiend us such an increase a.~ to make up 

for the loss of our auppliP,a from the Argentine. 
In any event, sucb additional meal would be largely ~'>Ork and we have 

too great. a proportion of thnt now. · 
The ment we get from the A~et1tine is beef and nmuon. 
My present. romract wit.h t-he Argentine runs out in October. r am 

anxious to renew it for three to fou \'ears. in order to make stlre that the 
people of this oountrv wiiiJl'lL the mea~ they want lllld nood, not only for the 
reot of the ...... but ~or tho ~riod of shorltlge afttrwards. 

It 1s goang to be most d1fficult. Cor me to persuade the ArgC'nt.ines LO let. 
me have all their exportable $1.trphts of meat for thifl: period. w1lw we can 

• T. 14 ' 7/4. 

·. 
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surmount. the preroent poli ticnl c.lifllcultiNJ. H we geL it il wiH $0 to the 
common pool for aHocation by the Comb111ed f'ood Bonrd. J r we tt1il lO get 
it. both t he Americana and oursch·es are runuing t he risk of thoec liberated 
t"'Ountries whieb htt\'e roreign balnUt'el!i t,.'(HIIJ>Ciing independemly for the 
meAl, running UJ> the prioes and thus benefiting unly the Argentines.. 

L think, therefore, you ought to be W!HllOO- uow of the position which i• 
likely to arioe. 

The Foreign Secret-ary bu seen this minuto and knows that r am 
aae.nd ing it LO you. 

PRESJDtNT Uoc!iE\•ELT liJ l'RrMe M •siSTER. T. 14Slf 4. 22.7.411. 
Your 730.• 
I would not do anvthing in the world to c-ut. down the supply of meat of 

Eng~and. Hen,·en lmo\~'8 1 I~At. it is a lready qllite l'hort enough. \Ve would do 
notlung to pre,·ent your geumg n new contract.. 

I hope, howerer. that you will, in ,-orv finn, clear d isgruntled LOJ\CS or voioe 
let. Argentina know beyond n doubt. LllAL-.wc are all fed up with her pro-Axii 
sentiment.s and practices. Sho is [he onlv nation of North. Central nnd South 
Americ• n.cting thus. 1 think iL- would £elp j( vou oouJd iJl!til this into thei r 
stubborn heada and, at lhe snme time, get the meat oontract. Argentino. knows 
foil well t hat if, on itl( own initillt i n~. deli\·erie& or meat. to l~nglnnd wel'c to be 
delttyed or sr.opp_ed, at this. Lime, its n<..1ioo would c,·er~where be oonsidered n 
bcLraynl of t he U111tt.-d Nat•ons. 

[ .suggest that jOU examine the Cull statement. of our po~ition on A~mina 
whic;h 'o\'tlS tramnuiued to \ Vioont for delh·e.~·y to Eden on Thu.rsdny of thl& week. 

• T U4'i/4. 

MR. STE1TlNIUS (() "PRIME ~lL ... ISTER. T. 1550/ 4. 4.8.44. 
Your clear and direct reference to Argentina i1l the Com n'IOII$ cllecLi\'e)y 

5tates Otll' oommon position toward the Farrell r~gime. I L i& a great contribution. 
There can uow be no doubl in Argentina or anywhere cl~ oonccrnjng our joiJlt 
determination to stand finn on ooo~reoog'Di t.ion and to aee the business through 
until we are certain that there is no remtuning Yestige of Nazi power or influence 
in Utis hemiSJ>here. Tho Secretary. who is oway from the Depn~;tment for a few 
days, has pen:;onaUy AS-ked that l nS!JOCinte him whole--heartedly with this 
m ... oge. 

PRIMl~ Mr~ISTRR lO M 1t. STRTTISIUS. T. 1560j 4. 0.8.44. 
Thank you so much ror your mes&a.ge• and Mr. Hull for associating himself 

with it. Please do not forget ou.r beef and mutton. 
• T. mw• 

PttJM.E hl.INISTtk t-o P «esmt:NT RoosevELT. ·r . 165!>/ 4. 23.8.44. 
I am LhnnJdul l hnt you see our point about getting a new Arge1lllJlC meat 

oontrRet. We nre going ahead uooordingly with tl:lesc difficult negotiatiorts nud 
hope that noth ing will -lutj)pen to hnu.rd them. We have no wish or intention 
to present the ColOnels wit.l nnytbiug t hey Cl\11 represent. as n diplomntie tl'iumvh. 

2. I hope that you liked my reference to Argentina on 2nd August; from 
all nocowu.s Argentin~ do not seem tO hfl.\'e liked it-. \Ve seem to be ofirrr~d 
ae to objecth·es and I hope thot wo Nlrt nlso agree as t-o tactics. ' Ve wi Dtlt 
send our Ambassador bnck or recognise tho Argentine Go,·crruneot unt.H WI! 

have discussed with \'OU whnt. we think the $ituution requires Our Emb~uy 
have now J'ecei\·ed ou'r views nnd passed them to rour State Department. Now 
that we b&\'e said in public ju11t what we think of the present .Argentine Gov~rn­
ment I do most earnestly hope t hat you will ignore the Colonels for n good many 
weeks, thus giving both of tl8 an opportuni ty to cxnmille a common policy and 
the Argentines a chnnoo to mend t tum ways, which they Ct\o ne,•er do liJlder the 
glare of public indictment 
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Pltli810Y.NT ROOR£\'&LT ,. ""'""MINISTER T. 1079/ 4 ~6.8.« 
Your 766 • 
\\t ·~ ... c..hio~ •nh .,-m~theti(' tolf'~l 'our efforu tt) grt 1\rgenuna in lin~ watb our appelltH, 11.nd " t hope 'our tffOr1t w1ll be rt'CJ''"t"d wath tUct.'t'61. 1 ha\'e no floubL that ll 81\titfncwrV Jnl'At controct will bt.• nrrnnged. After all. they must eell their,,.., and no otli•r diner it in ••ght 

• T lW~ 

PRUIO[S't l:tOOA&\ ... EJ.T IO PKIU.Il \lJ"SJtiTIR T lio9 .. I 9 ..... 
Jn ('()noerti()n witb tb, Arg;tnune meAt ntgotiauons lOU h1n·e no doobt ~n 1he met!t'Age to DuenOt A1res from the 1\rgenunc Amb:t&Mdor in London ui wtlich the Ambasaador wnrned hill GoH!rnment thnt alb daffic-ulties were "no longtr centrtd on !u.sptn•ion of ~laliont with the l."ni1td States·· and that A~nuna wu hting pla\"'t'd •• 1n a pos:iuon of ieolat•on rit-A·r;• t.he .. \1htd and rroendly nation•." He ndded thnl """'"""R to A .. big m••• packer tho .\ Hied nation4 are nuw inn po111ition to do without Argent in~ meAt for aix month• with no trooble at all and Cor tweln_ months wath &OIDe ,., ri~-·• The Arnhnasador alto Mid that hi• information talli~ with that from the .Argt"ntine t\' mmercial coun..ellor in \\'ft~~;bington and With the \'ICW expre~~d for tKJI\lC time put. by Lhc AmbnsSildor hunfiCif thot the Unit~d NRtlOilK may Jnake rc,,or purclUIJI('II from Argentina. 
~lnc'e we kDow that the C~l• ano biting •II e'er thtmflltlna to get you to hu) their me"at I am l'Onfi~nt that )OU will D(tl1'e 1h11t tht ,.\mhAII!lndor'a me&.Mj:te wa.e nn c"'tremt>ly bnd p1ec~ or newt fer them. _ • All the evidence t h.tl hns l'Ome to m'• ftttention rein font~ our belie£ thn.t \'OU are 10 an ext.·ellt>nt ~ill•'lD to U'C! the Drgoliatton~ to auppnrt the whole Alhed st.and in thi• h.,.migphere "S*iD!t thi• bi'OIIId Fa"'(.·itu mo\cment You wil1 t'truinl" baH· no trouble on the hcd and mutton mn.Her in nny e\·ent. ~ 

PuAIDE'-"T Roosa,·uy IIJ Pauu \h~IST&R. T UU7 4 II 10.4-4 We haYe brt-o informed by \Vuumt. that. the Mini,.lry of Food now inttnds to concludt a. four·Hnr t.'ODll'nct for t ile exporlllble :.urplu" cf Argrntine lliC'UL with pricH Rrm ror the firtlt LWO Yeart. Winant. does not ~tate wbNhtr thf' propotal or tbe ~loni.,ry of Food h .. Leeo oppi'O\-ed by t~ Go>trnment I f~l ,-cry ftr()ngl~· thaLI~ ('Oildu,.ion of an~· t.'flltract at 1be pR"t~tnt lltnc would aeriou11h' prejudice our enLiro !)laod nnd would <:rente the impre"Rinn in Argentina~ throughout the Am~rican RepubliC'~ 811d in this ('t)Untry thnt. we are not IIAndtng togtthtr on tbu; Important probtrm. Your peol?le bf.~ in \\tuhington '"ha\e undoubt«<lr informed \'Otl that tJ~ poSitlOD \\bu.•b v.e ba\·e taken towaM Ar.Jtentinn has ihe o'erwhefrn1ng: ~mppc)rL of our Press nnd of a ll sector.e of our public. 
You will ~1111 tbot )our p«>ple n<gotia!M for ten long months btfore ,.ou ltgned up rour Jut contract WJtb Argtnuna, ttnd that wu done l~Cfore "the COlonel• toOk O\·er in Buen01 Aire• 
f'or the tell•ons whi~h I have expressed to yon on tte\·eral OC:'t'Mion~t, a.nd whil'h I rK'tntly exprtt~ pubhdy, I bnf)f you will rontinut Clrt o month·t~month ba!1tt for"'""' time to rome. I 1 .. 1 tbat we ran b"'ak thi• problem if~ p~nt a firm united •tond dunng the ,. ... ko immediately ahead. 

---------
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l hn,·e ghen instrurtions to the Food Minitcter that no long4 term rontract. is to bt n~otiattd for tht next. t'Ouple of mnnth" or ao and that we are to pf'Ot'eed mean•b•le on a montb·lu--month b,.•i•. during "A·hicb tune we t-an di.I('U~ mtutert furt)lor We are worried for r .. r that Fren<h. Delgi•n and pre,.ntll' tho Dutch " 'ill come into the ronrka1 with r,lenty or gold Newrthele!lll we shill mnke no arrangement at pret~tnt cjmc but ater on I mu•t addre-J ~·ou acra1n on the •ubjttt. 
• T ltl7 f 



-
'""/ 
~ 

1 thcl'a&h\ 1- would UJul \ o aM 
t.bi• copy .:~r t he R .. olut1on by Ule ec.cre•• 
reoo~JlU11l& Ule aerncea or Fiel4 llu'abal. 811' 
.Jobla Dlll. !be otber 4&7 •• ba4 a 9U1 cbaratac 
l.Utl.e cereliOQT 1D rq o tt1oe wben I pre .. lltelt 
the D1at1D&U1•he4 sernoe -.cta l to La4J Dill. 

I •Ul _,_ •-· 

.. .. ... J'OIII'S. 

This was a photograph oC the Jotnt Resolution , tho origtnol of which wae approved by the President on 12/20/41.. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
Ofl'ICE Of' THE CHIEF Of' STAFF 

WAaHINOTON 21-. D. C. 

January 8, 1945 

I!EYQWI!llll Fat GENERAL 1'/ATSQI I 

Attached ia a photograph of the Joint Resoluticn of 
Ccngress c~ating the aervices of Field L!arahal Sir 
Join Dill. I thought that this !:light be useful in eomecticn 
with the sugueatioo Mde by General 1/a.rshall in bis DeiiOr&Dd!m 
of January 2 to the Preaidont, a copy of 11hich I oneloee, to 
the errect that the President llight forward a copy of the 
Resolution to the PriM 18.nist.er. I also am sending an oxtra 
photograph of the Resolutian for file in t.he llhite !louse. 

/1$. 
B. W. DAVENPOO 
Lt. Col., G. S. C. 
Asst . See., Gen . Start 
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Jmuar,y 2, 1945 

IIEIIQUNllJll Fat TilE PRB3IDilNT 1 

SUbject• lXlll and Joint Reaolutim of Cm!!%'009 regarding the eervicee of l!lield l.larah&l Sir John Dill . 

Tho DSl.l you awarded ~a~ to Field J.rarshal Dill baa not been presented to Lad)' Dill nor baa she ~1 ved the Resolutim of Con­gres: app:ccl at ing his services which was p&a!J4d m Decombor 20th. Co­pies of the ci tati m for ~ llSlol and of tho Joint Resolution of Cmgreas are attached hereto. 

I ~ ISU&i:est that ill view of the fact that Lad;y Dill ia loaving shm·t~ f or rhaJ.and you present her w1 th the Distinguished Ser­vice lledal and C< w of the citatim O'.W your ai!;PAturc and at tl.a 881:18 ti.Joe band her the Joint Resoluticn of Congress . 

I should alae aua;est that you Gend a cop:; of tho Jaint Reao­lutico to \lr , Churchill with sono INCh oOOI'llOnt aa the follO!fing • 

•I am oendillg you herewith n cow o! a Joint Reoolu­tioo of Congreso enaotod en Deoeaber 20 laat, appreciating ~ service• of Field llnrahal Sir Jom Dill. The fact that Cangreu saw fit to tel<o thio action, which i s with­out precedent , and that the Chairman of the For.iiP" Re­laticoa Ccaal.ttee of the ~ta, the Honorable Toe Connall.T, introduced tho Resolution, 1D not on~ formal recogni tioo of tho &n~at Mnice rendered by Dill in promoting unity of action an the put of ou.r r ospect1YO countries, bu.t is M evidonoe of a very 'llholoacme state of mind 1n the lll:ldat of the biclceringo that aro i.ne-rl t.ablo at this stage of the .r. 

•I tll1lllc Dill r.nclered both our countries a great Mn'1oe and I u delighted to eee it .ntten elearl.T into the record. • 

{"llcad) C. C. MARSHALL 

CIIIEI' C7 STJPI' 



1/16/1.5 

tn view of the tact that the President 
~rsonall7 dictated a latter to the Primo Wtnieter 
or Great Britoin, tr8n,..itt1ng a photograph of tho 
Joint Resolution rococntzing the sorvices or Field 
Marshal ~r 1ohn DW, tbe atteched draft """ not 
aent. •bis action taken with 11188 '1\Jll,yls approval. 

hills 
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THE: WHITE: HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

.renuer. 10, 1945 

y der.r . :r. Pr.lno , i!"lister : 

In con."loct1on uith tt.c r&cont J)Osthurtous 
C\:nrd of en 1\:"lerican Dis tinw-uished Service .. odal to 
.•'.leld ~.ars .al Sir .rohn Dill , I Ct.'"l sontlin.:; you hoJ•e­
\llth a cop;r or a .roint Resoluti on of ConGreso 
enacted on Doconbor 20 last , apprecintin~ tho 
aorvicoo of' .'ield 'l,rshal Sir ,Tohn Dill. 'cho !'act 
that ::on .. ress sa\• .'.l.t to ta:co t'·.is action , which 
ls T:i thout precedent , and ti•" t the Chail'!:lan of 
ti10 -·'oroi._n r;elat.ions Co:'L1i tteo of tho Senate , 
the Honorable Ton Connally, introduced ti1e Resolution, 
ls not onl;r fornal reco~n1t1on of t! o ..,reat service 
rendered by i•i:n 111 pro:-~<' tin~ unity o. action on tho 
pr.rt of' our res:>ect.:.vo countr.:.os , but 1!1 an evidence of a ver;r •,' •oleso,,e otrte of ::~1nd in t:1e Midst of 
the bickor1nvs tv t uro inevitable 11t this sta..,o 
of the war . 

I think Sir .rohr> Pill rendorecl l>oth our 
countries c. ..;rer•t service end I er: deli )lted to 
soo it 11ritten clearly into tho record . 

AlllllJO s.lnco1•el;r , 

The Prime .inistor of Croa t ritain 
London 

~..;land 
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ThE f ollo•;ing is c. corr Ect and complEtE vtrrion 

of thE PrimE t.iin1strr 1 s spEEch dElivErEd in thE EousE 

of Commons today : (PlEasE have copiEs sEnt to thE 

·:lhitt HousE , thE S Ec r Etary of thE TrEasury , thE S :<• rE ­

t a ry of War and thE SEcrEtar; of thE Navy : ) 

ThE PrimE MinistEr (I' r , Cl.urchill) : I gathErEd 

that it was thE dEsirE of thE HousE thnt thErE s~ould 

b E a fur thEr discussion of thE wa r and for Eign s itua­

tions and policiEs at thi s timE , bEforE any nEw lmJ o r tnnt 

intErnationlll conftrtncEs tllkE placE. I •:•ill try to Slir­

vcy thE wholE--1 canno t say thE wholE, but lnrgE and 

sElEct portions--of this Vll st scEnE t o thE bEst o f my 
lo t 

ability , It has f a l lEn to thE hard/of Britain to 

play n lEndina pc.rt in thE L. tditErranEan, and part i -

culnrly i n thE EastErn tiEditErrantc.n L i'I E havE grtnt 

rEs ponsibilitiEs , and wt l'\O.vt mo.dc g rEa t EXErtions , 

thtrE , In Itnly th E British, o r Bri tish- ControllEd , 

Divisions undE r 
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Divisions under Field Marshal Alexander's command, 

and still more 1f the whole area of the ~l editcrrancan 

is included, outnumber three-fold those of the United 

States , There is battle along the wholE front in Italy , 

and behind the front , in the hard- stricken peninsula , 

arc many economi c and political difficulties , The 

old structure, with its hateful rigours has been des ­

troyed, and in its place we have had to raise a govern­

ment of impl'ovisation, We have the Sonomi Government, 

which has b e en t rying to do its best under extraordinary 

difficulties , but which of course has no Elec t oral 

authority behind it , But now, at any timE perhaps in 

a fEw months , perhaps nuch sooner--, for no one can 

tell what is procecdinc in the minds o~ the German 

war leaders--The Ocrmnns will be driven out of Italy, 

or will perhaps wi thdraw; and immediately the g reat 

populous districts of the north, the cities of Turin, 

llilan, and other centres of indust ry and activity and 

a large population of a ll kinds of pol itical views 

but containing great numbers of vehement , or violent 

pol iticians , and in touch with brave men, who have 

been fighting and maintaining a guerr i l l a warfare in 

the Alps, all these r;1ll be thrown- - probably at a time 

when the northern regions have been stripped bare of 

food by the re treating 
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food by tht rttrroting GErmans--hungry upon thE 

fragilE structurE of thE Italian GovErnmEnt in Rom£, 

with consEquEncEs which cannot bE accuratEly for ESEEn, 

and cErtainly no t mEasurEd . 

No'"' ntctssary it is for Britain and thE UnitEd 

Stotts , who btor thE chiEf r~s ;:>onsib111tiEs, to main­

tain thE closEst and most intimatE contact in thE sol­

ution of all thEsE ntw problEl!ls . LEt mE say one£ and 

for a ll that WE hovE no oolitical combinations, in 

EuropE or £lstwhtr£, in r£sp£ct of which VIE nEEd I taly 

as a party . Vl t nttd Itoly no mor£ than WE nEEd Spo:i.n , 

bEcaus£ wt havE no dEsigns Yihich rEquirE th£ support 

of such powErs . 'lit nrust takE cart that t.ll thE blamE 

of things going 1·•rong is not thrown on us . This , I 

bo.v£ no doubt, can bt pr ovidtd against , and to somE 

txttnt I am providing against it new , 

·;rt ho.vt on£ pr inciplE about thE libEratEd countriEs , 

or thE rEpEntant sattllit£ countr~ ts which w£ stri vE 

for occording to thE btst of our ability and rtsourcts . 

HErE is the principle . I will stat£ it in th£ broadtst 

and most familiar tErms : GovErnmEnt of thE ptopl-., 

by thE ptoplc, for thE pEopl£ sEt up on a basis of fret 

and univErsal suffragE ElEction, with stcrEcy of the 

ballot and no intiMidation , That is and has a lways 

bt en thE policy 



bEEn tht policy of this govErnmEnt in all countriEs . 

That is our only aim, our only interEst, nnd our only 

cart . It is tc thnt gonl that wr try to me.kt our v:o.y 

across all thE difficultiEs , obstnclts and pErils of 

thE long road . Trust tht proplt, makE surr thEY havE 

a fair cr.ttnCE to dtcidE ~htir dEstiny dthOUt bEing 

tErrorizEd from EithEr qua rtEr or rrg imtnt td . ThtrE 

is our policy for Ita ly , for Yugoslavi~ and for GrEECE , 

l'lhl\ t othEr intEr rsts havE ,.,E than that? For that VIE 

shall strivE and for that alonE . 

Thr grnrral principlE which I haVE munc io.tEd 

guidEs us in our r Elations with Yugoslnvin . ':IE havE 

no spEcic.l intErEst in thE political rrgimt \"lhich prt-

vails in Yugoslavia , Ptw pEoplE in Br.::'.oa in I imnginE 

art going to bt mort ci:ttrful or mort downcast btcnust 

of thE futurE constitution of Yugoslavia, HowEvEr, 

btcaust thE King nnd thE Royal Yugoslav GovErnmEnt took 
t• ~ 

rEfugE Ylith us at thE tL'llE of/GErman invasion wE havE 

acqu i rEd a cErtain duty townr<Js thE govErnmEnt and 

pEoplEs on thE othEr sid~ of thE Adriatic which can 

only bE dischargEd in n corrEct and f ormal me.nnEr such 

as , for instancE, would bt providEd by n plEbiscitE , I 

nm thE rarliEst outsidE supporttr of YArshcl Tito . It 

is mort than n yEar sincE in this HousE I rxtolltd his 

Gutrilln virtuEs to 
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... Guerilla virtues to thE world . Some of my btst friends 
and the Honorable and gallant mEmber for (•) Preston 

• (Major Churchill) is therE with him or his forces now , 
I earnestly hopt hE may prove to be the saviour and 
the unifier of his co~try, and he is undoubtEdly at 
this time its undisputed mastcr . 

REcentl y Bulgar ia and Rumania havE passEd undEr 
the control of thE Soviet IUlitary authoritiEs and 
Russian-contr olled armiEs art in direct contact with 
Yugoslavia . As we ftared that thEre might bE mis­
under standings and contrar y policies bEtween us and 
the Soviet GovErnmEnt about Yugoslavia , which can 
tuSily arisE whtn armiEs Enter a country which is in 
grcat diso~Er, thE Fortign SecrEtary and ! reochtd 
ot Uoscow on undcrs tllnding with Mnrshnll Stalin by 
which our tno countries pursue a joint policy in thEse 
regions , aftEr constant discussions . This ngrttment 
raised no q>tstion of divisions of territory or s'htrEs 
of intErts t nfttr thc war . It o.rr~ vtd only n t tht 
avoidcnct , during thEst critical dQys , of friction bE­
t wttn tht grtnt Allits • In practice I exchanged tEle ­
grams on b thalf of His lbjcst:r•s Government pcrsonallJ 
with Mar shall Stalin about tht dltticul tits vthlch oris t , 
and about wha t is the bcst thing to do , We kEEp 

PrEsidtnt ROOSEVElt 
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President Roosevelt infcrmed constantly . 
In pursunnot or our joint policy, we encouraged 

tht moking or an agreement bctwccn the Tito Government , 
which, with Russian assistance, has no~ installed it­
self in Belgrade, and the Royal Government or Yugoslavia , 
which is otetcd in London, and recognized by us as , 
I believe, by all the powers of the United Nations , 
llarshol Stalin and His Cajtsty •s Government consider 
that agreement on the whole to bE wise . ';/c believe 
that the arrangements or the Tito-Subaaic agreement 
arc the beat that can be made tor the immtd1otc ruture 
or Yugoslavia , 'l'bcy pru crve thE form and the thonc 
or monorcey pending the taking or a fair and free 
plebisci te as soon as conditions allow. Kine; Peter II 
agrEES in principle with thtst crrcngcmcnts , but ht 
m.nkcs certAin rucrvationa , The nature and tft'cct of 
these arc , I understand, at present under discussion . 
I should hesitate to propht~ or to promise how all 
this will turn out, but in ell the circuostancca , and 
having rcgnrd to tht chaotic conditione arisins out or 
this war, I do not sec what else except this T~to-Subasio 
agreement could b e done b' Ria Majesty's Government and 
the union or Soc1cl1at Sovi et Republica t lw.n to co>.­
tribute what they can to bringing about the widest 
possible measure or agreement cmong Yugoslavs , and to 

ens ur e that these 
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ensure that these issues should not become a cause 

of friction among Allies , It is a matter of da:rs •·i.thin 
which a decis ion must be reached upon this mntt~r , and 

if we were so unfortunate os not to be ebl c to obtain 

the consent of King Peter, the mnttcr would have, in 

foot , to go ahead, his assent being presumed , Thr 

King ' s point of view, os I understood it was that 

ht was anxious about becoming responsible , while he 

had no power, for cny severities or confiscations 

which might take place in his country before the pleb­

iscite decided whether it wos to be o moncrehy or a 

republic . Such scruples rr.ust be respected, but con-

not ntcessorily , in these times, indefinitely prevent 

the maroh of events , 

From the troubles of Itoly o.nd Yugcslevio 11£ come 

naturally to those of GrEEce , Once ognin we orr guided 

br our simple policy : victory against the Germane ; the 

establishment of end old to the most coherent end sub­

stantial govtrn."lent mc.cllir.e thct con be found; th£ de­

liver-; of such food os we and our Allies con spore r.nd 

our combined shipping afford; the mcintcnanct of toler­

able conditions of low nnd order; on~ the holdinr of 

plcb1sc1tts or general elections fairly end squorely-­

thrn rxit at the earliest prt.cticable moment , VIE toil 

through n mighty 
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maze but I cnn assure the Commit teE it is not l"lithout 

plnn, The story of events in Greece hns bern told so 

fully in thE ncwa~pcra thn t I shnll not n ttt~:~Pt e. 

chronological or descriptive account-- (Intcrruption) , 

I beg that I rnny not be interrupted , Every two or 

three minutes the Honorable member for ·il tat Fife 

(l,lr , Gallacher) who receives exceptional courtesy i n 

this Hous e thinks it ntctssnry to ass cr t himsElf by 

makin sonc bal£- inaudiblt nnd occnslonally partially­

intelligent interruption. I do not think that is in 

accordance with the wish or the Committee or thE condi­

tions or our dtbntc , 

I said that I should not attempt a long chr ono­

logical account but thtrE is no casE in my txper1EnCE 

ccrtninly not in my wr.r- time o:perirnct where n I:ritish 

government has been so rA11gncd and its motives so 

traduc ed in our own country by important org• ns or the 

press or omons our ol'ln people. That this should be 

done amid the perils of this wnr now ot its climo.x 

has fill td mE with surprise and sorrow . It bodes Ul 

for the future i n rmich the 11ft and strength or Britain 

compared to other powers will be teste to the full 

not only in the wnr but in the aftermath of 11ar . How 

onn we wonder and etill leas how con we complain or 

the nttitudt or hostile or indiffer ent newspapers in 

t he United States 
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tht United States when wc have in this country witncsscd 

such a mclancholy vcibit.ion as that provided by aomc 

or our most time- honourtd and rcsponsiblE journals--

and othEr to which such epithEts would hardl~· apply , 

Only thc solid end pur ostfUl strength of the notional 

coalition govtrnment could have enabled us to pursue 

unflinching end uny iEld1ng the coursE of policy ~.nd 

prinoiplc on which WE Yltrc end arc resolvEd . 

But our task hnrd as it was bcs been end is still 
(coro?l 

being rrndcrcd vc.stly ore difficult by o spirit of 

goy reckless unbridled pcrtiscnship which hc.s bEer. 

let loose on thE Grcck question ond hl>s folltn upon 

those who hovc to btor the burden of government in 

times likE thcsc , I hove ncvcr been conncctcd with 

any lorgc rntcrprise or policy about which I was 

more sure in mind end consciencE of the rectitude of 

our motives of the clarity of our principlts end of 

tht vigour prcc1a1on ond success of our cction than 

whet "e b£.ve done in Grceoc . 

\'l e went to Grt ccc for the s ccond time in this wor , 

~c went with thc fUll ~pprovnl of both our grcnt Allics , 

We went on the invitntion of n Grctk Governmtnt In 

which ell parties even thE Communists were reprcacntcd 

nnd os c. result of n military confercnoc at which thc 

g tnernls of Elos 
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generals of Elns and or Edts were equally presEnt , 

We came with good gitte in our hands stability nnd 

nssis tnncc to the nll- pnrty Greek Government "~~ 

were formed and had to fncc the contusion left by 

the flight of thc,Gerr..n11s , ':I t brought food clothing 

nnd auppli cs , We cnmt 11i th n srr.nl l fore E of troops . 

•;1e took up our positions from no military point of 

view ecnttcring nnd sprcr.ding our troops in o. number 

of pl&ccs on the cooat end ct small points inlcnd where 

we hoped to bE nble to pour in the l¢rgcat nunbcrs of 

supplies ns quickly ca poss ibl c to o very hungr•• 

people , 'i/e were rtcc ~ved with flov• ers ond cheers ond 

other EXpressions of r apture end •:1c Bri t1sh the wicked 

British-- so d enounced b~· the Acericnn correspondents 

whose r.cr.~es hnvc no doubt been noted by the ;:oust c.nd 

so hounded b; sor.1e of our own- -busied thcnaelvcs in 

the distribution or supplies throughout those ports 

of the country to which l'lt hod nee css , 

11e lu:ld mLdt Or ecce scfc for UNRAA b cforc the 

ou tbrcnk took pl&ct , llcnnwhil c for n period of six 

weeks or so the Greek Governr.~cnt N:prcsentot1vc of n ll 

parties were distrnctcd bv internal divisions and 

street demonstrations nnd nll the tiMe ~he Communist ­

directed forces rttrt drawing down fl'om the north nnd 

infiltrating into the city of Athens in which they 

hnd c.lso c. 
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h.o.d aleo n strong local faction . \'It lwd furniehed 
thtae mtn for .severo.l y tara with arms in consider-
able quo.ntitics in thE hope that they would fight 

against the Germans . They accepted the arms and 
they kept them and other o.rms they procured from 

the Italians and the Germans in their retreat- -

cnptured or bought or otherwise obtained--and they 

kept thtm with a plan to .stizt the power of the Greek 

state 1n Athens once thE Germans cleared out and 
went nwc.y . (Interruption) I cannot gw:rc.ntee to corry 

unnnimous opinion with me o. t EV cry stage i n the dis­
cussion of wlwt is o.dmittedly the most controversial 
matter of thr hour in British policy , 

I must speak a little about these GreEk Communists 
among whom lfacedonian and &>.lgaric.n £1 Ellltnts c.r~ also 

found possibly with territorial ideas of their own , 
They a rc a very formidablE pcople , They have a themE 

a 
end/policy Which they pursue by merciless methods while 

all sorts of other people in these regions havE only 

been trying to keep body and aoul together . I h.o.ve 
been told thct I mnde a mistake in under- rating the 

power of thc Communist- directed Elos, I must admit 

tbo.t I judged them on their form c.gainst the OerCiflns , 

I do not wish to 
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I do not wish to do them any military injustice . Of 

course it was not against the Ocrmans they wert trying 

to fight to any great extent , They were simply taking 

our arms lying low and awaiting the moment when they 

could seize power in the capital by force or intrigue 

and make Oreecc a Communist state with the totalit arian 

liquidation of all opponents . I was misled by the 

little usc they wErt a~;ainst the GErmans especially once 

the gEneral victory or tht Allies became probable in spite 

or the arms we gave to them. I certainly undcr-rattd 

them as a fighting force . If I am accused or this mistake 

I co.n only say with M. CltmEnccau on a celebrated occasion : 

"Perhaps I havE madE a number or other mistakes or which 

you have not heard . " 

l'l'lilt the British wert busy distributing the food 

and endeavouring to keep things steady the E/J: and 

Co~~unist ~inistcrs who wert eventually increased to 

seven in the Papandrcou cabinet wert playing a different 

name . Throughout this has been a struggle for power . 

They were playing the game or thE ELAS bands and or their 

Communiet directors . \'/hilt sitting in Lt. Papandrtou•s 

cabinet they were working in the closest combination with 

the rorcts cathcring to destroy it and all that ht and 

other colleagues represented in the ever;- day lift or 

Ore EO£ • 
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Greece . EA!.I and Comnuniet ministers thrt•r sand in the 

wheels of the government at very s tage . They did their 

best to hamper the landing and d i stribution of food by 

provoking strikes on some occasions , In addition they 

fought over every officer in the army which it was 

necessary for the poor state to raise--you cannot have 

a state without some kind of national army; I am 

ent i r ely against private armies and we arc not going 

to have private armies , Every single appointment was 

wrangled over in this time of crisis till the last 

minute and then when the moment came when the fi crcc 

countainccrs who had been so tame and idle against 

the Germans had got well into the city of Athcns----

Mr . S , O, Davies (Mcrthyr) : That is not true , 

The Prime llinis ter : Well I speak according to the 

best information I have . 

llr . s. o. Davies : It is no t true ; it is a slander 

on the Ore eks , 

The Prime Minister: I have spared no pains to try 

to learn what I believe arc the facts . I consider myself 

far better informed on this matter than I was a month 

or six weeks ago but what I have learned with great 

pains and patience has led me to a strengthening of my 

original conclusions and anong them is undoubtedly 

the conclusion that the ELAS armed bands at any r ate 

for the 
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for the lost two years played v~ry little port 

against the Germans , Now I really cannot argue with 

my Hon , friend , flo doubt he and some of those who 

hold hi s views will hove on opportunity of extolling 

their glorious deeds , I p£rsonDlly am not prepared to 

pay them anything like the tributes which arc paid to the 

heroic French or Btlg1an lmquis or to the men in Itnly 

who art in the mountains fighting their desperate bottle . 

It seems to me they took aid from us with their eyes 

on core importnnt local matters after the general ~tar 

was over . 

Every single nppo1ntmrnt was wrangled over nnd when 

the fierc e mountainHrc had got \'TEll into tht city and 

join ed up with their confederates inside them all those 

seven ministers of the government resigned like clockwork 

except one whom I told the house about before who was a 

little late but by running very hard under the threat 

of death managed to keep his appointment . So far the 

Allies seemed very content with what had happened in 

Greece~ Our minds rested upon its liberation from the 

Germans , We expected a certain amount of loonl ebullition 

while matters readjusted themsel ves and food could come in . 

Afte r a l l there were other things going on at the snme 

time . We rested on the pltasurc which our early reception 

in Athens 
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in Athrns and othrr Grrrk citirs and islands had givrn 

to al l of us rsprcially to thosE who carr dEEply about 

GrEEcE and htr futur£ . 

Now wE comE to a nrw phasE about which it was not 

possiblE to consult our AlliES and upon which action 

had to bt takrn immEdiatrly, On thE night of 4th- 5th 

Drcrmbrr I had brforr mt a SErirs of trlrgrams which 

showrd that thE advancing ELAS forcts in Athtns thr 

Communists and all thry could gathEr with thEm wtr£ 

within about 1 , 000 yards of thE ctntrt of GrEEk 

Govrrnmtnt in thE HotEl Grandt Brttagnr ar.J also within 

t hE samE distancE or tvtn lrss of thE British Embassy 

in to which all our womEnfolk of tht ciphEr dtpartmrn ts 

and othrr s had b EEn gathrrrd ond it sEEmEd that thE 

ovErrunning of thESE placEs or at any ratr of thE s t at 

of govrrnmrnt by this fErocious and wtll - e.rmt d 

wrll-dirtctt!i mob or army if you likt- - ---

f.!r , GallachEr (FifE 1'/Es t): Brigands , 

Tht PrimE Ministn--or arrny of brigands if th t 

Ron , mtmbt r wishrs -- -I shall hav£ to tEll thE CommittE£ 

much worst about thtm than that brforr I havE finishEd , 

This was about to takt placE , Almost all thE policE 

stations in Athrn·s and thE Pirarus had bttn occupird 

or stormEd by ELAS forcrs somE with thE slaughtEr of 

EVEry singlE inmatt , Firlng was widEsprEad throughout 

thE city--
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the city-- it was growing it was approaching. General 

Scobie signalled: 

"A general strike has bEEn declared in Athens . 

All power and utility ~ervices have ceased working , 

Unless full order can be restored the situation of the 

government will bt critical , All British troops 

including the parachute brigade nrc being held here , 11 

lYe were about to take some of our troops away when 

this happened . The parachute brigade was needed in 

Italy, The hour was late or rather early--two o ' clock 

in the morning . Orders were sent to Genera l Scobie 

to take over the military command of Athens and 

restore and maintain order by whatever measures were 

necessary. If ~did wrong I take the full responsibility 

but my colleagues arc most desirous to shore it with me , 

For three or four days or :nore 1t was o strusslc to 

prevent a hideous massacre in the centre of Athens in 

which all forms of government would have been swept 

own7 and naked tri~phont Trotskyism installed , I 

think "Trotskyists" is 0 better definition or these 

pEople end of certain other sects than the normal word 

and i t has the odvantncc of being equall7 hated in 

Russ i a , HOwever by the akin of our teeth and thanks to 

the resolution of thc handful of British soldiers on 

the spot the 
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the spot the assailants wert hurled bock and Athens and 

as I firmly belitvt Greek freedom were saved , 

On Christmas Day I thought it ntctssnry to go to 

Athens with my right Hon , FriEnd the Foreign Secretary , 

There was n demand from many quarters for the REgency and 

for the Archbishop . I was anxious to test that on the 

spot : I was anxious to sec wlult could be done o.t the 

conference or o.ll partie s including of ooursc the 

representatives of EMl and the Communists which I asked 

the Archbishop to convene in Athens , At this conference 

those severed by morto. l hatred--mortal and living hctrcd-­

l'ltrc seated around a table and found thcmsrlvrs united 

upon the Regcncj and in their minds at that time there 

was obviously only one man who could fill it , So th£ 

Foreign Secretary and I on our return laboured with 

the Greek King in order to procure his assent , We were 

successful and on 31st Occtmbtr Archbishop Onmaskinos 

was invtsttd with the r oyal power pending his Regency 

and I think with mort than the royal power , 

IV£ did not seck to be consul ted Gbout his measures 

nor did >~e interfere in the choice or his Prime !.Unistcr 

nor 1n the character and composition of his government , 

I d i d not know when I lef t with any 11ssurancc who would 

be his Pr i me 141nister or what men t~ould be chosen by 

that Prime Minister and llpprovrd by him to fill the 

gover nment . 
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govErnment. I gathered however that there woa o general 

desirE to ovoid merely getting the leaders of parties 

together but rathtr to pick strong and real representatives 

of those parties tht leaders of which art very numerous 

and not always free from th£ dangers of being diacrtdittd . 

The Archbishop struck me as being a very remarkable man 

with his headgear towering up morally ns well ns physically 

above the chnotic.sctnc , I nm sure hE would not have 

undertnken his responsibilities unless he bnd betn frtt 

to exercise his own judgement. 

Ht called upon Gcnernl Plnstiras who under his 

clos e guidance formed n government of the ohnrncter I have 

described--Liberal Socialist Left Wing Dcmocrntic and 

Rtpubl1cnn i n fact as we nrc assured with nll the modern 

virtues but undoubtedly violently agninst the Communists , 

PeoplE htrt tblk of making a government of nll pnrtits 

and of every one being ptrsundcd to fall upon tnch 

others necks or nt any rt'te to r1ork together in a 

sensible manner , I must ndmit tbnt I h~d had some of 

these ideas when I fltl'l to Athens on Christnas Day but the 

House must not.suppose that in thtst foreign lands matters 

ar t settled ns ihty would bt hErE in England , Even htrt 

it i s hnrd enough to keep a coalition tog£ thtr even 

between mEn who although divided by party hove n 

supreme 
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suprEmE ob j ect and so much else in conmon , But imagine 

what the dii'ficultits nrc in countries racked by Civil 

•·1nr past or impending and where clusters oi' petty 

r artics have each their own s e t oi' llppEtitc s misdEeds 

and rEvenges , I!' I had dri vcn thE wii'E or thE Deputy 

Prime Minister out to die in thE snow , ii' thE l!. inis t cr 

oi' Labour had kept the Foreign Sccrctllry in exile for n 

grEat many ycllrs , if the Chance llor of the Exchequer had 

shot at and wounded the Secretar y of State or war <;lr 

the head oi' one or other of the great spending 

dcpartmcnts , if we who sit h ere toge ther hnd back-bitten 

and double-crossEd each other while pre t ending to work 

together and hlld all put our own group or party i'irst and 

the country nowhere and had all set i deologies slogans 

or labels in front of comprehEnsion comradeship and duty 

we should certainly to put it a t the mi l dest hove come 

to a g eneral elec t i on much sooner than is now likEly. 

vlhEn men have wished very much kill each other and 

have fcarcd very much that they will be killed quite soon 

it is not poss ible for them next day to work togethEr 

as fri ends with collcngu;:s agoinst whom they hove nursed 

such intentions or from whom thcy hove drivcd such fears . 

'.Vc must rcco£lllizc the difference b etween our affairs 

and those which preva iled in Athens especially while 

the firing 
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the !'iring was continuous all round ua . That cannot 

possibly be overlooked , Vlt should have been very glad to 

h!tvc seen a united government act up . \'It left them 

to it with a strong urge and appeal to unite and save 

their country no exception being made of Communists 

or any one at that moment , All next day they struggled . 
On several occasions the entire Liberal Party left the 

room and were wlth difficulty shepherded back into t heir 

places , It was absolutely certain that no agreement 
to form a unit ed front could be reached and since then 

far worst things have happened than had happened before . 

The days passed, Our rtinformccments rapidly and 

st eadily arrived. They wert found without altering the 
operation s on the Italian front by putting I am sorr7 to 

say an extra effort on divisions which were resting and 
which would other11is c have grr.c to rest cO!:!ps . But the 

troops accept ed thes e duties i n the most loyal and hearty 
spirit and have frequently expressed the opinion that 

the people they were fighting were even dirt1tr than 

the Germans,. St reet by strtct Athens was cleared . 

Progress was very slow because of the c~e taken to 
disentangle tbw women and childrc~ and innocent civilians 

who wert all intermingled with people in pl ain clothes 

who were firing . 

The aasailan ts 
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Th£ assailants havE fltd ; Attica is fret ; o truce 

has bttn signed giving a much larger orca of pence end 

order around Athens ond the Pircnus which art the h eart 

of Greec e and which have always been the dominant center 
of the 11i'e of Greece , !!ore than one quarter of thE 

Entire population lives there end in tht region no·:~ 

liberated , I have not the slight est doubt that i n the 
opinions they expressed and in the views they tnke thEJ 

r Epresent at least four - fifths of the wholE Greek r.ation 
if it could cxprtss its view with conditions of peace 

llnd normal tronquility , Fighting has c:csed now except 

for skirmishes with pnrties of ELAS troops who probably 

have not yet hEard the nEws in this primitivE country, 

Now the Greek people ccn talk things over os the:: choose 

under the g\lidonct of Archbishop DQl!ID.sk inos who is also 
ready to receive ond has invited thE r eprEsEntat ives of 

EAM or What is left of E~l in the poli tical structure 

and ELAS to come to meEt hin , 

Whnt do we seek in Greece? Do we wan t anything 
from Gruoc? 1'/h.:lt part do they pl c.y in our so-c~lltd 

powEr politics? How much docs 1t matter to us from o 
notional point of view what form their government tokes? 

I rtptatz we want not hing from Grctot but her friendship 

and to t llrn that and deBtrvt that we hllVE to do our 

du.ty . 
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duty. "It cannot disentanelc oursclvco !'rom Orccoc 

immediately after whnt hos hop::~ned , We cannot do so 

until there can be either o free vote or o guarantee of 

o fret vote under the most stringent ond impartial 

supervision a votE of nl l the Greek p eople os to wh~ t tht:r 

wnnt in the future , IV!ir- tcver they decide monarchy or 

rEpublic lt ft o::o right thot shnll be thEi r law os far 

os we orE concerned , When I sec all t~ <: fury exp ended on 

tills subject nnd whenm: nrc nbuscd without one shadow 

of truth as far as if w~ wontEd some islnnds or b asts fro>~ 

Greece ~~~ if ~~ needed their nid to keep ourselv es aliv. 

I fEtl added nnxicty for the future which with a ll its 

sombrE nnd infinitely compl1cnted problems is closing 

rnpidly Upon us , 

However the "ernst fire" hc.s sounded nnd the 

rejoicings of the p eople of Athens hnvc once ngoin 

accloimtd thE libcrnting British troops this tir.tt \11th 

nn intense agonised fe rvour , At nny rate there is a rtgioJ 

where about 1 , 500, 000 l:!tn and women oan earn their daily 

living without fcor of pill~gc or of being killtd in 

strEEt fight i ng, !lE1m:·1h1lt as o result of these events 

nnd also of the oomplc tc clulrnncc of the city which 

proceeded ~or several weeks with heavy fighting night 

and day various alphabetical groups like Skt and Eld 

h~vt I om inf ormed speaking by the best n vailabl£ 

leaders they 
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ltadtrs they have --for all is in confusion-- subtracted 

thEmsElves from EALI leaving now only KKE thE cannunist in 

uncomfortable isol ation cli~ging to their hostages , 

LEt mE now read an extract from a despatch from our 

Ambassador Mr , Leeper whom I have seen at clost quarters in 

difficult end dangerou5 circumstonces and who I am bound 

to s ay has grown in stature with tht tests which hove bEEn 

applied so severely end increasingly to him--a man now 

labouring with the utmost earnestness for o peace on thE 

broadts t possible basis , This is what hE sc:,•s : 

"EvEr sincE tht Germans left the s:::all but well - armed 

Communist Parl.y"--ht wrote this in a despatch a day or two 

ago- - 11--hcs bern practising a reign of terror all over 

thE country , Nobody can estimate thE number of pEople 

killEd or arrested bEforE thE revolt in Athens actually 

began but whEn thE truth can bt known there will bt 

terrible stories to tell , Wh en the fighting began in 

Athens the brut a liti es increased rapidly, Men women and 

children were t:turdcred here in large numbers and thousands 

of hostages were talcEn drc.gecd along thE roads end many 

left to die , Reports from Sclon ll!b show that much the 

some things was happEning there , " 

Mr .• A .• Bevan ( Ebbw Va le) : on a point of order . I 

understand that the right Hon , GEntlEman was quoting 

from a 
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from a document sent to him by the British Ambassador 
1n Athena , May I bt allowed to ask that the papers bt 
laid upon the ~o~lt? 

ThE PrimE tlinistrr : It is fully within the righLs- - ­

Mr. A, Bcvcn 1 The right Hon , Gentleman is not the 
chairman . 

The Chairman (Ltajor Milner) : The Ron , Otntltman 
has put a question to me . ThE answer is that except 

in matters where it is against the public interest it 
is usual to la7 such docuoents on the table . 

Mr . Gallnchtr l I want to nsk if it is in order 
for the Prime Minister to quote from one or his own 

spccohcs 25 years ago about soviet Russia? 

Tht Prime !Jinis tcr : Evid cntly the chance rcnw.rk which 
I ~de the other day to the Hon , Ncobcr has stung him 
deeply, I shall continue to probE carefully the exact 
poll tical shade which ht adopts , \'lith regard to th1a 
document I think I should be quite ready to loy the 
telegram which I quoted, 

A Mr . Bevan : The whole docuocntf 

The Prime l!inister : The whole document subject 

to anything that may b e excluded on the grounds of the 
public interest, 

A~ . Bcvan1 On aooount of publi c security? 

The Prime 
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The Prime Minister : Yea , on account of public 

s ecurity , There is a good deal more in it than I have 

read out , Some of the news may not bt any mort 

palatable to the Hon , Member , 

Mr . Beven : But we still want it , 

The Prime Uinistcr : I am not accepting it ot ell 
as on absolute rule t~~t in time of war documents can bt 

quoted without the most careful survey by the govErnmEnt , 

That is absolutely necessary , In times when blue books 

wert givEn to the House even in pEace frEquent excisions 

wE r t mo.de and indico.tEd by dots by minist Ers responsiblE 
for the safEty of the country, 

There is o.nother tole told by o British officer 

LiEut- Colon El H. G. l.torrison thE King ' s Royal Rifle 
Corps who obto.ined his inforrno.tion by personal 

cross- questioning of a large numbEr of hostages whom 

he net ot o field drEssing stati on , 

The Colonel sold: "on Christi".DS Dc;;"--I will lay thif 
too--

"A column of hostages cooposed of ocn end women 

dragged from their hones b7 the insurscnts ~ovcd northward: 

from Athens . They werE collectEd in on e suburb and after 

most had bEEn rElieved of their footwcc.r and many of 

their overcoats they were driven in dead of winter along 

the mountai n r oads oovrrcd wi t h snow , Every do.y some 

:l.icd of 

J 
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died or exhaustion nnd others •ntrt executed . For food 

thes e miserable bore-footed hostages were left entirely 

to their own resources . The inhabitants in villages 

from whom they begged food wert mostly too terrorized 

to do mor t than look on in impotent sympathy . When thEir 

starvation bec~t acute ELAS proposed to buy them food 

if they supplied the money . The equivalent of about 100 

pounds stcrlins was raised but ell they received in return 

was one ~lf loaf of bre~d each. A favorite trick of the 

EI.;s gu'"rds 11as to nssenble these b ewildered people 

nnd inform them th~t after so mruJ:; hours m::rch the~· 

tlould find a bill£ t n hot meal end n bed . After several 

days of this they fully rcnlhtd thq would be lucky 

if the:; found room on the floor of o stable with no 

promise of food of rny description . 

Two ch'U'ac tcrs tic dt tl'ils . A ··o:'l"n discovered 

to have money was deprived of it ~nd shot , Vlhen other 

hostages orotcsttd the 6U"rds justified themselves by 

ass erting thot she had been working for the British, 

On£ n~ managed to extract a gold tooth fron his 

mouth end barter ,it .for ct little rood . A .few rortun<:~te 

strcc;!!lers from this column were piclted up ln the l.st 

stases or exhnuotion their bare feet in ribbons . 

Hitherto those no lonaer able to walk had been executed; 

but their 



-27-#669, EightE Enth, from London . 

but their guards wErE in a hurry and rtoEivrd warning 

that thE British a rmed patrols wErE on thEir to11 . 11 

rw , GallachEr: TEll mE thE old old s tor y , 

ThE PrimE MinistEr: ThE Hen , MEmbEr may not onl y 

hovE thE plE~surE of having it t o ld to him but o f 

rEading it 1n thE documEnt , 

l.lr . Bowl Es (nuntot on): Did thE ColonEl SEE all 

this himsElf? 

Sir John ·.fardlaw- lliln t (Kiddtrminsttr) : Art not 

thESE thE fac t s? 

Mr . GallachEr : VIE havE htc.rd all t hose liEs beforE . 

Hon . Mtmbtrs : Order . 

Tht PrimE MinistEr : ThE Ilon . MembE r continues to 

prtsumt . I om rEodinB thE facts and hE dots not likE 

thE fac ts , I om tEll i ng him thE truth and hE fEars thE 

t r uth. ThEsE fac ts rEflEct on t hosE whom hE nos so 

thoughtlEss l y champiOnEd and I will givE him furthEr 

warning. ThErE is a grEat dEal morE to comE and I think 

tho t thE committE E has a right to hEar it , (intErruption) 

\VhEn I quotE from thE Co l onE 1 of thE King ' s Royal RiflE 

Corps and soy hE gathErEd his information from thE 

::>dvancEd drEssing station whErE ht ExQJninEd ::> nwnbEr of 

thEs E victims thE Hon . Gtn tlEmon oppositE i mmEdiately triE 

to suggEst it is all somE fak E pr opaganda , HE did not 

usc those words but t hE wholE sEnsE of his intErruption 

was to cas t 

I 
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wns to cast doubt on nn officrr who has not the slightest 

intertst political or othtrwiat to do anything but collect 

gnthcr nnd convty tht t ruth . Mr . Lttptr adds : 

"This is the story of on£ column of 600 hostagEs 

of "'hom about 200 wtre dead within 10 days . Tht tota l 

numbcr aeiztd runa into thousands and includes many 

reputablE men and women well lmovm to the Greek public , 

A good many survivors have now rtturntd to Athtns to 

ttll a air.:Unr tclt •11 

The following is an eye-witness report by another 

British officer , I cannot givt his namc , I havt 

tElEgraphed for it nnd I ;till lc:; it before tht co=itttt 

shortly o.ttcrwarda . He says : 

111'/hUst at Ptristcri (o.n Athtns suburb) intErrogating 

ELAS priaontrs I was informed by civilio.ns and na tional 

guardo that a great many hostages had betn EXecuted by 

ELAS and buried in ditches on tht outskirts . I prooeedtd 

to tht ~lcct whcre exhunntion of bodies had btgun and 

interrogated the cemetery guardian . According to his 

statement· batches of 15 to 20 hostoscs wert brought to 

thE northeast corner of thc oemcter;; ever:; day by EL.\S 

and murdered; Their bodies were then buried in some 

disused trEnchEs , This s:rstcrt of trenches v;I:Uch oovtrs 

some 200 ycrds is no" fill cd with ccrth but trial dig<;ings 

hnve uncovered bodies along mos t of ita ltngth . Further 

to tht north c.nd northwest ere nore trenches and pits which 

nccording to I 

I 
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according to the guardian also contain bodice of hostages 

\'tho were executed there . J:le estimates thnt in all 1 , 200 

to 1 , 500 people wert ex ecuted mostl:; with knives or ru<.ts . 

The latter te11timony was borne out b;r partially EXhumed 

bodiEs which I saw which had deep wounds in the back 

of the head or neck probabl y inflicted by a ht::>.vy knifE , 

ApparEntly they wert hostages token in Athtna during the 

carl:; days of the fighting and who '"ErE system!ltioally 

cxtcrrnincttd up till the EtAS nithdranal tror.1 •\then11 . " 

I ~sorry to trespass on the co~ittcc . This is one 

which only arrived this morning. It is from Conaul-Gencrc 

Rnpp who is at Salonika . 

" Be tween 1 p . m. and 2 p , m, yesterday 16th J c.nuor y 

31 sick civilians of whom 17 to 20 were in a dying 

condition were removed by EIAS from the municipal hospital 

c.t Salonilta loaded on to bulloclt carts in their p!ljtu:las 

(so~£ had pcjann trousers only) and taken off to 

Vcrroia , Pacts art verified by ~c . Riadis and 

!! , Zannas of the <lrttk Red Cross who !'ollowtd the convoy 

1n a car a few hours later and distributed blankets . It 

is probablE that several have already died from exposure . 

British militar y authorities a rE taking all possible 

st'cps to s court their i:nmtdia tc re turn. " 

Three days ngo the roads leading out of Salonika 

werE crov~cd with long col umns of horse and bullock- drawn 

vehicles 
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vehicles which had bun b1•ought in from thE countrysidE 

and had left with much booty and loot having stripped 

bare every house rich or poor in which they could find 

anything worth carrying away. I know perfectly well 

that tht Hon. M£mbtr for Ebbw Va,lE (Mr . Bevan) would 

not stand for anything of this kind, I lrno>~ that he 

would not but would rather throw away thE grtot advan­

tagEs in an argument that stand for ont moment for in­

humanity . I om not trying to suggest t hat Hon . Gtntlt­

mtn oppositE Even those who a r t most excited ore in any 

wo.y associating themselves with this sort of thi ng end 

thErEforE I om taking great pains to show what has bEEn 

going on and is going on in order that thEy moy cart­

f ully wo.tch thcir stEps and choose their lnnguogE in 

such a woy os to kttp thEmsElvEs clear of all taint of 

o.pprobotion. 

I givt my wa rning to what I must call thE ELAS- ites 

in this country and ElSEWhErE . The prisoners art coming 

home and tht truth is coming ou t . Two horrible stul ti­

fications await them. First the revelation a nd proof 

of the atrocities committEd by those v:hom they hovt 

f ound i t their duty to dtfcnd and sEcondly o great sur­

prist is going to come upon them in the vote ,.,hich thE 

Greek people 
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Orrtk peoplE will givE about these matte rs when our 

purpose of f ree election has been achieved, I would 

warn the commi ttr r thll t if we ore going to tear our­

selves asunder in this island over all th£ feuds and 

passions of thE Ballmn countriEs \'lhich our arms and 

those of our Allies have liberated wr shall br found 

quite incapable of ma!{inc our influence count in the 

great settlement •;~hich 0110its the end of thE l'lar . It 

is. I bEliEVE thE intEntion of thE Regent a nd or General 

Plastiras to broaden the government continually but r•r 

really must leave this process to them and not try to 

interfErE with it from day t o day , 

It is only !'air for mr to tell the comhuttcr that 

I do not beliEvE t hat any of the Existing authorities 

in Athens l'lill rver I'IOrk as collta{;UES wi th the Communist 

lenders who assailed thE city and brought as thEy think 

all thrsr miseries upon Grrccr . Thrrr i s a violent 

!'rrling throughout thr lib erated orca that thrrr shoul d 

bt no amnesty . Ev£n uhrn 11~ wrr£ there 3 weeks ago and 

when we held only a small part of thE city most of the 

roads wrrr dangerous . Thrrr wrrr bonds of t:trn marching 

about poor clad men with placards bearing the words 

11 no omntsty . 11 Passions thr.rr orr trnst and I am tol d 

that they 
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that they tend to become more tense because of questions 

and answers in this RouSE. lie try to alloy those pas-

sions as much ao we can . The Government have been com­

mitted by me to the principle of 11 no proscription. " 

That means that no person 17htther rinalcadcr or other-

wise shall be punished for his part in the recent re­

bellion unless he is found guilty by a properly consti­

&uted court of !)traonol breaches of the lows of wor or 

of the private crimes for 11hich ordinary felons art 

punished . This principle has be <n ococptcd by the Greek 

Government and :~ll statements to the ·'Contrary ore over-ri dden 

Any statement which dots not conform to it is over- ridden 

by the quite definite agreement Phich I ~de on the spot 

in respect of these matters and nhich I have every reason 

to believe oYill be =1ntained . It is quite possible th:~t 

General Plastiros under tremendous pressure of people 

boiling with rage and burstirl(; for rcvenac may have used 

some sentences which do not correspond or seem not to 

corr£ spond 1;i th the in&crpre to tion nhich I have placed 

upon it . But the pos ition of His Ma jesty ' s Government 

has been definitely taken up and our opinion is I am sure 

one 11hich ".ill be treated with respect and consideration 

by thE Gr eek Governmen t who ore so largely d ependent upon 

our armed forces for the i r existence, 

Mr , Bevan : 
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Ur . Bevan: This is of the utmost importance . The 

Richt Hon . GentluJCn coy hnvc heard that ~tntn1tnts orr 

b£ing mode to the effect that the Oovcrnmtnt art ah•eady 

wttdin(S out from the adm1n1stra tion in Athens any of 

those pcroons \lhO recently sympathised with EAII . I do 

not say it is true because 1 do not kno11 >~hot the Riaht 

non . Gentlemen lmol1S . .lould he make it quite certain 

that Britlsh arms 11111 not be used to sustoin a govern­

ment \'lhich does not honour in full the lor1 and the pledge 

hE ho s no\'/ gi vc n to the House? 

The Prime ~lin1ster: I think there is o great dif­

ference between putt1ns people to death for the crime 

of rebellion or bringing them to penal processes and 

making sure that your covErnmcnt departments orE not 

f ull of people 11ho arc wo r !<inc for the othEr side . I 

om dtalin£3 nith thE 11holt question of O!'lnEsty whi ch re­

lates to the penal processes of law such as imprisonment 

or sentences of death and an amnesty certainly docs not 

mEan tho t persons \lho arc not trusted by the govtrnment 

of thE day will immediatEly bE made Cabintt MinistErs 

or thnt Em~loytcs \iho litre found to hove left their 

posts in the crisis and talctn ;JQrt in the fighting on 

the opposite side to the covernment of thE day should 

bE reinstated 
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bE rEinstotrd or lEft in thEir positions . No on£ con 

stand for that ond I 11ont to bt: vEry corrful not to 

ltod t hE Hon . GrntltMrtn tht IJE:mbtr for Ebb\1 Volt into 

any idEas that I am promising somEthing that goEs bE ­

yond thE actual 1"1ords I hllvr usrd . 

As I say this :~rinciplE which I hllvr advisEd has 

bEEn accrptEd by tht Grttlt GovErnmEnt and I hovr no 

doubt it will bt obsErvEd whilE ~ny of our fore£ s rt ­

mo.in in thE countr y but afttr that GrEECE \/il l bE com­

plEtEly frEE and sovErEign and I cannot tell at al l by 

wh!lt terriblE ftuds thE wrangle may bE cox'ried on . 

ThErE is , hoiiEVEr , on£ furthEr rE sErvo tion uhich I must 

makE . ThE promi sE of " no proscription" or amnEsty-­

whichEvEr tErm you prEfEr- - is dEpEndEnt as 17E SEE it 

upon thE trratmrnt and dtlivtry of thE hostagEs and 

no amnrsty could bt dEclarEd whilE tht hostages WErt 

hEld in thE g r ip of ELAS '"'E thot13ht it br tter tho t thE 

f ighting should stop . It is a111ays a good thing fo r thE 

firing to ltavE off in a co se lil:t this tlhEn you wish 

to rEach a pa r lEy . Ht thought it btttE r for thE fight ­

ing to s top and tho t who tEvt r pa r l Ey took p l ace about 

hostagEs would ao on mo rE quickly ofttr firing lEft off 

than bEforE . But l Et tht r £ b t no mistake the nom£ of 

Dritoin and 
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Britoin and thE honour of our country ore dEEply engagEd 

in this motttr of hostagEs . \'It cannot lEt i t bE said 

thot wc mod£ arrangEmtnts for all our people to bE sovtd 

and lEft anything from 5 , 000 to 10, 000 GrEEks men 11omEn 

and chil d rE n to b£ carriEd off to tht mountains by ELAS 

and its remaining associatcs to bt usEd as a nEnpon of 

blackm:lil not mErElY to pr ocur£ ti'lcir own immunity from 

the crimE of rEbEllion--fo r tna t as I hov£ said is opEn 

to thEm if they takE th£ propEr course --but to b£ usEd 

to procurE for thEm political advantagEs . 

I t£11 thE House quitE ploinly thot His t.!o jEs ty's 

GovErnmEnt nill discharge thEir obligations howEvEr pa in­

ful with complEtE integrity whEti'lcr it is popular or no t 

to QO SO and tl>.nt \'IE Sholl not hESitatE to rESCUE thES E 

hostagEs end punish thEi r slaughter or mnltrEatnu:nt if 

ri E orE to continu£ to hold officE undEr thE cro11n. 

Th£ Cho irmnn: ThE sitting <I ill b£ suspEndEd until 

2:15p. m. 

Sitting suspEndcd. 

On rEsur.~ing . 

ThE Prim£ !.linistcr: I finished be fo r £ lunch dtal ­

ing t'li th thE Gr££k qurstion or.d I quotEd a stotrmtnt by 

a British officEr about thE bodies which \t£rt bting d ug 

up . I hod not got his nom£ then but it has sine£ arr i vEd 

by trltf!roph 
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by teleGraph and h Captain n. F . o . Bloc!::ur ot the 

Royal Artillery . He save on eye -witness account . 

llo" 1 turn a very different themE and stor~· · 1 

turn !'rom the pinck and ochre )Xl noramn of Athens and 

the Piraeus scintillating 11ith d elicious life and plumed 

by the classic Glories and endless r.dseries and t r iumphs 

of its history . Th-o cust give way to the ~ain battle ­

f r ont ot' the gar . In this my chie f contribution 11111 be 

the recital of o number ot' facts and figures nhich llXIY 

or ooy not be agreeable in diff erent quarters . I hove 

sEEn i t su6f5e~ted that the ter r ific bottle l'lhich has bEEn 

proceeding since 16th December on the American front is 

on Anglo-Ame rican battle , I n fact honcver the United 

States t roops hove done aluost all the t'ir,htinz and ho ve 

su!'f'crcd almost nll the lossc s . 'i'l11:y have suf"ered 

losses cl~st e~ual to those on both sid~s in the Bottle 

of Gctt7sburg . Only one 3rit1sh army corps h:s been en ­

gaged 1n this action . All the rest of the 30 or more 

divisions uhich ho ve bttn fighting continuously fOl' the 

last month orr United States troops , The Amer i cans have 

cngngcd 30 or 110 me n for every one ·~ c h..~vc engaged a nd 

they hove lost GO to 80 men for every one of our a , Tho t 

is a point I 11ish to lllllke , Ca r e must be talten in tElling 

our proud 
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our proud ta lE not to claim for tht British r.rmy nn 

unduE shert of w!mt is undoubtEdly the greatEst l.mtriean 

br. ttlE of thE wc.r end Wlll I bEliEvE bE rEgerdcd as nn 

EVEr frnous hrnEricnn victo~; . 

I nEvEr h Esitat E c.s thE committEE I think will bEnr 

n£ witnEsS to stend up for our own soldiErs whEn th£11' 

c.chiEvEmEnts lu.vE bEEn cold- shouldErEd or nt0 1Ecttd 

or ovErshadowEd c.s tilq somEtimEs c rt but WE must not 

forgr.t thct it is to nmEriccn homES thc.t thE t£1E(;rcms 

of pr.rsonr.l losses r.nC:. r.ru:icty hevE bEEn going during 

tht past month end thct therE h~s bEEn c he r d end 

stvErE ordEr.l durin3 thEsE WEEks for our brevE r.nd 

chErishEd clly . This ir !'>liEs no dispr.rRg;:~mt of our 

own EXErtions for ws oursElvEs l\ month or two tcrl1Er 

l oot 40, 000 r~m in optnin!J thE schEldt . ThE bulk of 

our crl!l'.:; on this occcsion l'hEn Von :!undstcdt cttnckEd 

11cs stpc r~. ted b;: •corao of milts from thE it"pcct of 

th£ nE·.t QfftnaivE . ThEy could not possibly hc.v£ bE m 

rtovt<l into bc.ttlE in lcr&t numb Ers ·.1ithout criss- cr ossint> 

tr.c lints of cor.nunicr. tio:> c.nd cr eating u tttr confusion. 

ThE Br itish •• rmy stood nnd s t cnds in its northern 

position btti'I EEn thE tne:my nnd ,.ntviErp in c strctEgic 

r.ttitu6E ccpcblE of c.vErtinG r.l l possibility of r 

mcjor discstEr . Our c.rmits or E undtr tht suprEME 

commend of 
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co=nnd or 0 cntrnl C:: lscnhowcr t' nd we mnrch with clisc1plinc 

wherever we e re told to go. 

I.ccording to the protcssionnl cdviee which I hcve 

ct my cl1spost'l what wcs clone to meet Von kund·tedt's 

countcrstroke ..-c· resol ute wlse ~nd militt. r;r correct . 

.• nn p wo. s torn open t'. s • uc p cc.n r.l wr.y s be torn open 

in r. line hun~rcds 01 miles lOO£ . Ocncr c.l C: iscnhowtr 

ct once vc;e the COI"'lrn to the north of the .,;op to 

FiEld llrrshnl r. ont~:;or.•cry nC: to the south ot 1t to 

Otnernl Qnrr :.rr:dlcy . .rr.y other eonscqu rntic l tove­

ments were mcde cnd ri ,htly mc.dc end in t r.e result 

toth these highly skillt corr.-.ndcrs hcndled the VH"'J 

lllrL c forces c t thri'' d1oposcl in c: rltlnner which I 

think I n~) 'cy 111tl>"''t e>c~?,c.erction mc.y btcor .• c the 

model ! ~r -•~i · .ry· a~ud nl.s in the futurE . 

P'.d•l l.nr&h~l Uontcomery ct the earliest r~oment 

c.ct1nv .ith extrcorainr.r ) pr~ptitudc concentrtted 

po,··ertul British reserves rt the decisive strrtq;1c 

point . Havins been plreed in commc.nd r.s ht wts by 

General '::isenhowcr of ,_,.,ericc n tore co lcr· er tl n 

those he holds from His ~It j esty 's Oovr.rnment or from 

the Ccn d ic.n•s l trgtr thrn those he holds 1n tl e 21st 

•. rmy Group 
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,,rrey Group h< tell uncec.sincly on the cnc~ in the 

north end hes fought the br.ttle ell the time froo thr.t 

pert of the c.ssc.1lcd front , The United St, tcs Firat 

/,rrey which wos one of the croup of r.rcica under Gcncrnl 

<l'1£1r 8rrdlty riCS 8 evtrtd by the inrore , 1 t wcs r £-

1nforced wit~ e~trcord1n~ry militcrl Efficiency from 

the lolctz crcc. by Ocncrc.l l'c.tton ' o crmy who hurltd 

thEJ:!stlvu on tt.c intruder¥ fro:n the south Sidt of 

l!llsto..;ne . I>ut ell the novcrncnts of the con. c.ndcrs 

V/ould hC\V£ bttn lutil£ but for the brcvtry Of th£ 

troops . General Qnar Brr.dley wc.s COI'Il'Cnd1n0 ,,m£r1ccn 

troops nnd so wcs Ficld •··arshel 1 .. ontgomrry . J,ll these 

troops fou3ht 1n magnificent fashion rnd Gcnercl ~iaenhowcr 

bclcnci~ th~ situction tctwccn his two comMt.ndcrs 6C.V£ 

than both the fc1rcst op·•ortunity to rcrllsc their full 

strength ond quclity . Lct no one lend hinsclf to the 

chettcr of mischicf - mckcrs Yihtn issues of thts r;ost 

moocntous con~cqucncc r.rc being successfu lly d<cided 

b:r the sword . 

Lest it should be thou&ht thct the Brit~eb Common­

wtal th r nd Smpire t r c not plcy1ng thcir pc.rt in th c 

beetle of the Continent or in thc gcner&l r.cr ltt me 

give c few 
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civc n t:eYt fc.cte and fi.,urcs . •·, e rrt mt.intcinin.; ct the 

present timt in the field e nd in our gar risons the 

cquiv~lcnt of upw~rda or 100 divisions cpcrt froo tht 

vast l•nvy and /,ir Force~ and all the ,.,orkera in the 

munitions ehopa . l""ny of cour se ore not mobile but 

67 of thm arc r t t!u front t.nd in cons tent o r frequent 

contact with the cnony . ,,£ c rc fighting inctascntly 

on thrtt scpcrntc fronts in Nor thwest Europe in ltrly 

end ir. Burmc . or e l l the troops l anded in Frcnct the 

loss cs ~ustc.intd in fighting by the Br itish /.rmy end 

the Unittd Str.tc:~ t r oops hr.vc bttn very level in 

to t ht numbers tngq;cd . Or course there ~ re over 

pro:-ortion 
o.s many 

twice j 

hmtricrn troops on the wc:~tcrn front cs thtr• r rt troops 

of the British Com~onwtc.lth . '-t 1n feet hrvc l ost hrlf 

ns llll'ny cs our /.mcricen .. llics . 

If you tckc killed only Brit1sh t'nd Crnad1r.ns h:lv c 

lost c lcrLEr propor tion then the ~nitcd States heavier 

thouE,h the United ~tc.tcs loss es o.re . VIc have tckcn 

~ccsurcs which I announced some weeks c.go to kttp our 

crmico up to the full strength whctcver the losses 

rnny be end also to rtlnforet our divis i ona - -l wish they 

r~crt r.1e>rt numtroue- - bv supplcmcntcry unlte brigcdta 

nnd ~o forth 
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end so forth to cdd to the s trcngt:, of 

the f oo t who beer the brunt o! two- thirds 

of the loenes o!' wrr . ·,"/c thErefore felt 

it ncccsoery to m~kt this demand for move­

r.~rnt t011crds C.Od into tht battlE Of cbout 

250, 000 edditionnl mtn to be drcwn from 

.tvtry possible source in tht ntxt few 

months not only mtn but womrn . Howevtr , 

in thE combr.tr.nt sr>htrE of thE rnti­

nirerc-.ft bctttrits no WOnllln will go but 

e voluntt&r . ThEy hevt pr r.etieclly rll 

voluntttrtd , 

In the United States 
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I n the United States also extreme me~eurcs have been 

taken. Let the Germane dismiss troo their minds any ideas 

that the losses or set-backs or the kind we have witnessed 

will tu r n us from our purpose . We shall go on to the end 

howEvEr thE storm may bc~t and tor myself I do not 
tollny 

hEsitatE/to glv£ my own opinion not d ESSEntcd from by 

thE experts with whom I livE in constant contaot that the 

decisive brtakin~ or thE GErcan offensive in the west is 

mort likely to shorten this war than to lengthen it . 

We must rcgnrd Von RundstEdt 1 a attack ae an effort 

to dislocate and if possible rupture the tremendous on­

slaught acrose thE Rhine and SiegfriEd lint for which the 

Anglo-American armies havE bEEn prEparing. ThE Germans 

no doubt hoped to throw out of gear bEfore the on-fall of 

thE Russian armies from the East this main stroke from 

thE west . !hey have certainly lost hEavily in their 

Efforts; they have cast away a large proportion of the 

flower of their last armiEs; they have ~adc a slight and 

ineffectual dent on the long front. The question they will 

bE asking thcosclvcs ia whEther thEY have at this heavy 

pricE delayed npprcci~.bly the gEneral advance or the 

armies or thE wcat beyond the pEriod whEn it had been 

planned? Thio ls the question which no doubt today the 

GErman herdquartcrs arc runs l ousl y asking thcmotlvts . 

I 1\lwaye 
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I always hesitated -e the committee will bear me 

witness to spank nt all about thE military ~4turt but it 

is my hope and belief that by this violent attack in which 

they have lost perhaps double what they have inflicted they 

have in no wiae delayEd or still lese adverted the doom 

that is cloaing 1n upon thtm from the west. Harsh as it 

CP~ SEEm to any a terrlblt thing to say in dealing with 

our own precious !leah and blood it 1a our interest and 

thE American interest thnt thE whole western front and 

the air El!:Erywhtrt at all possibl.t flying times should be 

in continuous action ~gainst thE tntoy burning and bleeding 

hie strengt h away nt every opportunity and on all oocnsions 

if wE arc to bring this horror to an . end. I think 1t lil\S 

not nEcessarily n bnd thing indeEd 1t wl\s ~. good thing thRt 

lnrgc pRrte or the 11tstcrn front wert thro~<n into counter 

battles in open country by the cnccy counter b~ttlts in 

ohc forests undulntions ~~d hills of thE Ardennes rather 

thAn thnt all our troops should bE compelled to ndv~ncc 

nt this acneon or the year r.cross great rivera ~~d se~e or 

zud ngninst lints or concrete fortifications. It suited 

thE Allies th•t there should be ~s much fighting ne 

poss ible in thE open country rathEr thnn th•t the •·holE 

front should bE ornohing up ngninst pillboxes. 

In short no I DEE it the Germans hnvt mndt n vloltnt 

nnd costly 
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and costly sortie which has been rupul&ed with hc~vy 

sl~ughttr and have expended in the endeavour forces which 

they cannot replace against an enemy who bas ~rtndy mort 

thP~ rcplnocd every loss he has sustained. ThEsE GEro~ 

forces arE nEeded now not only to support the Gcrmqn front 

in the wEst but even morE to 1'111 the nwful rents only novr 

emerging upon our oonsoiousncas as the ttltgrP~s come in 

which have been torn in their eastern lint by the mr.gnifl­

cent onslnugtt of the mnin Russian nrmics along the entire 

front from the Bal. tlc to BudapEst . ~~~rohl\l Stnlin is very 

punctual . He would rather be before his ti~t th~n late 

in the combinations of the Allies . I cannot nttempt to 

oct limits to the superb nnd titanic events which we nrc 

now witnessing i n the tnst or to their rcnctions in every 

theat re. I o~~ onl y sny it is ccrt~in thnt the whole 

or the eastern and western fronts nnd thE long front in 

It~ly whE r E 27 German ditis1ons nrc ·still hel d by no more 

than thEir own number s will hEnceforward be kEpt in 

constant fla~e until thE final climnx is renchcd . The 

advancE of the enorcoua forces of Soviet Russia aoross 

Poland and elsewhere into GErmAny nnd Otrm~n-hEld 

territor y must producE oonscqucnccs of a char~ctcr and 

degree about which the wiaeat atrotegiata P~d the most 

far-sightEd prophets will reserve their opinion until the 

results a rc known . 

Simul tnncously 
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Sioultaneously with the battle or the A~cnnce another 

ba ttle nlooo t ae great' hnb bctn fought by the United States 
world. 

in t he Phlllipints at t hE ctheD ' s idc or the/ The Phillipincs 

and the A~enncs--two vast c~itary episodEs-- hnve oeEn 

proceeding sicul tancouely. '1/hcn we think or tht diet Hots 

to be traversed in the Pacific and the vast consumption of 

ships nnd war mAtErial entniled or thE eighty fleets nnd 

nlr roroee engagEd as well as the large armies convoyed and 

supplied in every detail we oust mPrvel nt thE trlua:phant 

militar y strcnght of the United Stntes now roused from its 

pencErul free-and- easy life to become against its desire 

the grcateac c111tary power in the world. ··c also marvel 

at the folly of thosE treacherous schemers in Japan who 

so wantonly callEd out ngninst them this incredible 

menifcstction or ar::~ed power. General J:acArthur'a recovery 

or the Phlllpplncs which is in full progress cany months 

beforE it was expEc ted ls a rcnrful warning to the Japanese 

or their impending defeat and ruin . •·re otter our 

congratulations to General MacArthur and Admiral :amitz 

on thE increasing sucocee and speed or their mighty co~bined 

operationo . 

I cannot 
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I cannot pass fro~ this subject without ment<onlog 

the loos whir.h we ha ve sustained and which I person1lly 

h4Ve at•stalned ln the de~th ln SCtlon Of e>y reprne l!lt1Ve 

with Genera l . .acArthus Lleutant General Lumsden one of 

our L.ost dhtlngulshed a r.d o.cco~>;pl1shtd ol'f errs the =n 

'"ho o t the very bcp;innine, or the war in the first contact 

with the ente>] brought the ore>oured cor b~ck into populnrity ~ 

Ht wos killed on the port aide of the bridge of e.n Amcricnn 

s~ip approaching Lut.on b: n bo~:b \ihich Ad".1ral Fraser 

himself' the Como,lander- in-Chief of our gothcrint; llovy who 

itappcncd to be there as a sptctator only csc,ped by the 

nccldent of n ftl. seconds . There hnvc been l~rgt losses 

acong tile hil)h coll'.ronders in these C!lt'pRi£:ns . In Air Chit!' 

,,illrshol Sir Trafford Leit;h- .:tillor" and Adr.aral Bertrom 

Ra'-'say "E have lost tno out of t.1c t!'rec ritlsh COCl:4ndcrs 

o!' the expedition ~cross the channe l General :ontsoorcry 

bring thE sole survivor of tnt three. 

There is one other campaign on wh ich we and India 

have ex tended imaenoe effort snd wncre good fortune h~s 

ottendtd us --thE ~dvoneE or the l4tn ArMy- - not for6otten 

but watched carefUlly thEir movtt,ents ever :~ttend E d by our 

thou~;hts . 1he advance of the 14th Arory in Mrr.lony with thr 

<-hl.nese on 
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Chinese on ita northern flank has carried thee ln an 

sttnck against the Joponese Arr:>y in Buro~ a t so.nt points 

almost 200 milts forword fror Imphol Kohl or~ nnd ltyHkyina . 

Now is the time >hcn all the fierce f11Jhtinr nt t.hes e 

phccs last ytor ta rtopin(" 1t reword , The s tnffing w~s 

b<nten out of tt-c Jnponcsc troops in these tel'rible oonfllcts 

in which we hod very henvy losses --40, 000 l:\r1t1ah I ndiana 

nnd others ot leGat--ond in which a ~ar lnr~er toll wea 

taken by dht1se . r hnd !llways drcsdtd the new catpni;-n 

in Sur·.s this ye:~r on 3rcount of the h eavy toll of d1suse 

which the rnsroh t hrough the jungle cxac ta not only from t'le 

l3ri tish but also from the Indians and t he ' .. est nnd e: st 

Africnn troops who havt bttn fi~;hting there lllth greut 

distinc tion , I dreaded 1 t for tho t rnson and aho be-

c:~usc of the unlll.!lg inabl t dlfficulttrs of supply throunh 

all thEse hundred of milts of gor ges fron lndln where 

every bridge and culvert ls s wept away by torrential rains 

where rivers riat 20 to 30 feet in ~ fer hours and over 

which a ll "'tons or oormunic•t ion nrc so prlrltlvc ~nrt 

scanty . 

I had lllwnya 
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I h~d always dreaded the beginning of this new 

campaign in Burma which nevertheless it was neoess~ry 

to achieve in order that having rid Burma of the invader 

the lcrge forces there might acquire their mobility to cot 

1n the final stages of the wnr . Moreover the obstinate 

prolongation of the war in Europe ncctssor1ly delayed 

the movement to the cost of many reinformctmtnts of all 

kinds . Soldiers aircro.ft vessels of m!!ll:; different ki!!ds 

used in amphibious operct1ons were all del::.ycd although 

,\dmiral Mountibntten hnd been led to count on them , Firs t 

tbings have to come first , But in spite of these 

disappointments ht end his dauntless o~y have made greater 
advances than were required or expected of them up to the 

present by the dirrctives of the high command and they may 

well bE described as "on the roc.d to fbndalr.y" though I 

think from a different direction , This reference to the 

14th Army, moreover , to.kes no account of the important 

capture of Akyab en the coast with its cirfitld a plo.cc 

tor which a lone c considerable expedition ct one tine 

seemed necessary , It has now brcn ~icktd up cut of hrnd by 
the troops of the 14th Army, 

I hnve covrrcd as rO.r as I propose to do toda;r the 

different .Ulit~~J"y thcatru of the wo.r in which Ilia llajesty' a 

Forces with all their clements drawn from every port of the 

British 
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British EmpirE art contEnding without a momEnts surcEasE 

of slacktning of Effort . So it will go on- - ··rt n t Efforts 

pulsating through thE hEa rt of this small island arising 

agai n a ll ovtr thE ve st scopE of tht commomtEalth and tht 

EmpirE and no t dying away tvtn with thE long fr. tiguE s 

monotoniES and wEilri s omE trillls which thE war imposts n o t 

only on tht mEn who a rt fighting but on thE mEn end wcmtn 

who s ta;- at homE l'.nd do c 11 tha t is in thtm to bn'ck t hE 

soldiErs at thE front . 

Wt havE rEachEd thE 65th month c f tht war c.nd its 

WEight hang~ hEavy upon us . No onE knows whllt strtss£s O l'E 

wrought in thtst timEs by this l ong pErsistEncE of strain 

qui tE abovE thE ordina r y nor: .. - 1 lifE of human sociEty . LEt 

us bE of good chEEr. Both in thE wEst and in thE East 

ovErwhElming forcts crt rangEd on our sidE , Militc.ry 

victory mny bt distnnt it will cErtainly b r costly but it 

is no long Er in doubt . Tht phys ical and sciEntific forcE 

which our fots hurlEd upon us in thE Early ytcrs has chnngtd 

sidEs and thE British Coi!Mom:Ealth thE UnitEd Statts llnd thE 

SoviEt Union undoubtEdly possEss thE powEr to bEnt dcwn to thE 

ground in dust nnd ashEs thE prodigious might of thE wor- r.mkil"( 

nations and tht conspiraciEs which as3ail td us . But ns thE 

ernst of nortlll pE r il has passEd from our sidE to that of our 

crutl fots thEy gain t ht stimulus o r dEspnir o.nd wt tEnd to 

l ost thE 
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lost thr bond of combined self-preservation or arc in danger 

of loaing it , 

Thtrt is therefore demanded of us a mor"l end inttllcctuol 

impulse to unity end o clror conception end definition of joint 

~urpoar sufficient to overberr the fleeting rcinforce~ont whic 

our tntmirs will derive from tbt reolization of their forlorn 

condition . Con we product th::tt complete un1t;r end thot ntl'l 

impulse in titr.r to nchitvt decisive m1litnry victory with the 

least pcssiblr prolongation of the worlds misery or must we 

f~ll into jabbEr babel r.nd discord while victor:; 1s still 

unattoinrd. It seems to me to br thr suprtmt questi on alike 

or the hour and of the age , This is no new problem in the 

history of mankind , Very often h::tvr great combinations 

• lmost ntt::tincd success and then at the last moment cnst it 

awa;r . Very often by the triumphs and sacrifices of C-rmics 

the;~ have rene rd the conference t:~blt only to cnst o"oy 

what has been g cined , Very often the eagles have been 

squalled down by the parrots . Very often in pnrticular the 

people of this islond indomitable in advtrait7 have tasted 

tht hard-won cup of success only t o cast !t awr.y . 

I therefore consider that this is o MOst gravE moment 

to address the House end it. is one which affects the o cr.Ulcrs 

of every part7--and ell pr.rtirs hcve the credit of our war 

rtfort; it is no monopoly to be flung trcm side t o side in 

acme future 
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some future party dispute- -we art all in this for good or 111 , 

lYe all cOI"e through 1t togcthcr , Very often I sa:; these 

troubles hove arisen ot a moment of success at a period when 

no one c:m doubt wh:>.t the u4t irnate ruult will be a.nd it is 

the duty or nll parties t o rouse themselves to their hi&hest 

sense of their obligations and of the scrvicts which this 

house has already rendered to the cause of rrccdcm. 

At o timE like this it is ncccssr~y to conccntrctc with 

clarity ond command end mental perseverance upon the main 

practical issues with which we nrc confronted end upon which 

we hope and bel ieve we ere in accord with our principal 

Ulies . ;'/hot for instoncc should • E our attitude towards the 

terrible rocs with whom we arc grappling? Should it be 

uncond iticntll surrender or shoul d ,.,e mokc some cccommodotion 

with theQ through o negotiated proce leaving thtm free to 

regathEr their strength for o rtntwlll of the struggle ofttr 

o !'e1v uneos:; ;;tors? Tht principle of unconditional surrmdcr 

IYGS proclaimed by the President of the United States at 

Casabl cnco and I endorsed it there and then on behalf of this 

cruntry, I = sure it waa right at the til:!e it \?OS used when 

non:; things bung in thr bolGnoo ogcinat us which ore ell 

decided i n cur favour no~V , Should we then modify this 

declaration which woo cede in do:;s of comporotive wrokncss 

and lOCk Of SUCCUS now that VIE hO.V£ re,ChEd Q pEriOd Of 

mastery end 
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m~stcry and power? 

I eo clear thnt nothinG should induct us to abandon 

the pr inciple of unconditional surrrndtr and enter into on~ 

form of negotiation with Germany or Japan under whatever 

guise such suggestions nny present t~tostlvts until the not 

of unconditional surrender hrs b~tn formnllJ executed , Out 

the Prraidtnt tf the United Statts c.nd I in your nome hove 

rtptottdly declared that thE cnforct"'tnt of unconditicnal 

surrender upon the tntny in no way rtlitvts the v1ctcr1oue 

powers ot thtir obligations to humanity or of thtlr dut~rs 

as c1 v111ztd and chr1st1011 nc~tions . I rtad sc:ntwhert ':1r '· 

when the ancient Athenians on ont occasion ovtrpowtrEu a 

tribe in tht Ptlopcnntsus which ho.d wrought them grco.t 

i n jury by bast trtnchcrous mtans and whtn .hty hrd tht 

hostile army herded em o. ~co.ch naktd for slauShttr the;· 

forgo.vt thtm and set thEm frtt and the; so.id: 

"':':li o waa not 
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"This W'IO not done beoauaa the~· wore mQJ:l: it was done 

bcoauoe of tho nature of n•n . 1 

Si mila rly in this tc.mpcr 110 mny no~< o~y to oul' foes 

1 >re deo•nd ur.oondition.otl surrendar ··ut you well kno" :10w 

strict a r e the moral 11ni to <·Tithir. ~rhlch our action is 

confined. '<e are no extirpa t ors of nat1ono or butc .oro 

of peoplec, lie ~:~'Ike no b~rga1n 1-:i•h you . 'fe accord JOU 

nothing ao a r1~ht . Abr.ndon your resistanoo unconditionally . 

11e rem'l i n bour:d by our custons and our natur e• . 

There i o 'lnother re•son why ony ebr og'lt1on of t~~ 

p rinciple of unoond1tionol surrender would be cost 

i o:ar ovi dent at :he ~r~~en~ tico an~ it 1& a reason by 

no means 1ncono1otent 11lth or contrt".dicto~y to th~t lfhich 

I have just given . o .ould ·:ave to discuss t·T1 tll the 

enemy while they still r~..calned v1th armo in their hands 

all tho painful details of t he eottlemcnt which their 

indesorlbo.ble orloes havo ':!.".de :aeoc-aary for the fUture 

oaf ety of Europe and of tho world nnd thooe when recited 

in detail might well booone a great~r obstacle to tho 

end ot the struggl e tht-n the bro~td gener alisation •·hi ch 

the torm "uncondit1onl\l surrender• irtplieo . 

The Gero11no kno>' p~rfoctly woll ho.., those o~ttora 

ot a nd in generAl, Several countries have nlrondy 
to 

surrendered uncondi t1onal :·/tho vic t orious Allioo to 

Ruoaia to Britain ond tho the Uni ted States . AlroadJ 

thoro 1e 
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the re i o a t~lor•ble lif~ a~pointod f or the ir ?oopleo. 

Take Finla nd, tnko I taly: These !Jeoolee h~ve not P.ll 

been mnoo•cred ~nd ensl~ved . On the contrary oo ~~r no 

Italy i o concerned ther e nr e ~omenta when one has Pl MOe t 

wonde r ed who thor 1 t •rns they 1·•ho hRd unoonditionnlly 

surrendered to uo or thet hcr 'TO ··ere !:'bout unoondi t.!.e>Mlly 

to surr ender to thoo. This o t loost I opn ony on bch~f 

of the United !lAti ons to Gero.-tny: "If you surrender now 

no t h i ng th•t you ..,111 h•ve to endure a f ter tho 11ar 1·111 

be coop~rnble to ..,~'\t you a r e oth wts~ goint to suf~er 

during the yonr 1945" . 

Peace though bnscd on unoond1t i on• l surr ender 1•1ll 

bring to Gurrn•ny and J ap.·n nn 1omonao 1mmodinto nmel1orat1or 

of the s uffering and ngony J<hich no~< llc·· before theM. 

1/e the Allieo 11ro no mor.ster s but fl' ithful men tr:r1.ng 

to carry f ol"l<llrd the lirht of the ••orl d try in, to ,.aise 

fro~ the bloody welter and confUsi on i n whi ch m~nkind 

is no>· olungcd n structure of pe~.cc o f froedor.~ of justice 

and of law >.'hioh oy stem shall be en abiding ttnd lasting 

shelter for all. That i s ho" I ver.ture to set before 

the com~ittee t oday t he grave 1soue called "uncondit ional 

sur render" which an Hon. Gentleman opoooi t e r oforrod 

to- -as h e was qui t e entitled to do--the other day nt 

questi on tlmo . 

I now coMe to the sOo"nd of the cain questions w~oh 

lie before 

I 
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lie berore ue nl\-:~ely to ~he ·olrinciplo t·hioh I h.•vo 

already denl t with in particular np_>llon tion to Groooo 

Yugosl!tv.ln and Italy the question 1-1hnt prinoiple should 

gui de uo in reg~rd to countries whioh we end our All ies 

have liber ated nnd also in regard to that quito different 

claao Gorman e11tellite s t ntes 11hich are in one 11ay or 

another working their arduous passage hooe. Hore of 

cour se I c11n only ape~~ for Brlt~in and ito spooial 

re~onsibility . The expression 8 jowcr politice• h~e 

l a tely been used in critici sm ag~~net uo in sooe qu•r·;e"s . 

I have anxi ouoly aoked the question "what a re power 

pol1ti ost • I ~now somo of our friends noroae the 

>:ate r so well th"t I ar.1 ·ure I can a lways apeak !rankly 

without causing of't'onoo . I s having a nn•·y twioe ne big 

as any other nnvy in th~ •torld power s T)Oll tioo? Is 

having the largeat air foroe in the ·~rld with bases in 

every part of th~ <orld _>o•·er }Oli tics? I e h"ving all 

the gold in the world ¥ower ol1t!c~? I t so we are 

certainly not guilty ot these offences I ac aorry to say 

~hey are luxur1eo th• t have passed awl\y rron ue . 

I ac therefore pr~atly i nuebted to my f riend tho 

1ll uatr1oue President ot tho United &t~teo t our tinea 

summoned by t ho populnr vote to tho headship of tho 

moo t powortul oomi!1Un1ty i n t ho "Orl d t or hi !\ defi nition 

ot ' power poll t1oa • '11th ~h.<tt carvolloua gift wh1oh 

he haa or bringi ng troublesome i asueo down to oar t h 

and r e4uG1ng them to the cal o levol ot ordin~y lito 
tho Prea1dant 

I 
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The Prtsi(.tnt C::tc l artc. ~n his l'tcrnt mrssngr to conr;rcss / 

politics v1 rrc "thr mi sus e of POI7tr . " I am surE I eon so.y 

on behalf of all parties in the f!ousr that we orr ob~olutc ly 

in agreement with thr President, •.:E go furthc•; >"t.drfint 

our position with even tuor r prEcision . I.e have sacri ficed 

everything in this war . '.'IE shall eme r ge from it for the 

t i mE bring mor r s tricken and impoverished than any other 

v ictorious country . The United Kingdom and the British 

Commonwea l th arc thr only unbroken force which dtcl!lrcd 

war on Gr rmsn'J of its own f r EE wi ll , "' declared war 

not for any ambition or 'ol trriel advantage but for the 

sake of our oblitatlon to do ou r best for Poland aeo. i nst 

Germ.qn agsr rssion in wh i ch nsgrr ssion there or elsewhere 

it must also in fairn ess bE statEd our own sclf- prcsrrvatio• 

was involved , 

Af ter the defeat of France in .Tun r 1940 for rrorr 

then a year we were alone , VIE stood a lone; I'.'E kEpt nothing 

beck in blood effort or trEasure f rom what hos no<: become 

thE common cause of more than 30 nations . I.E seck no 

territory ; we covet no otlf ie lds ; WE demand no bases for 

the forc es of the ai r or of the s cas , •. c nrc an <:> nc l ent 

commonwealth dwc' ling. ,d wlshiP~ to d•'ltll at pet>cE with­

in our own he.b1tetions , .E do not set ourselvEs up in 

rivalry of' bigness or hliS)'lt with any otilrr coomuni ty in 

thE world , 
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t hE wor ld , "£ stand on our orm rights , 

VI£ art prEpnrtd to defrnd thtm but w£ do not 

intrudE for our OI'Jn advantagE upon tht rights of any 

fritnd l y country in tht world great or s a1all. ··:r have 

given snd shall continuE to give rverything we have , 'o'le 

ask noth i ng in rtturn rxcrpt that considEration and rrspEct 

which is our duE and if ths t VI Ere dtnitd us wE should 

still havE a BOod conscirncr . LEt nonE thErEforE in our 

own countr;· e.nd common•" EO lth or in thE outs idE world 

misnamE us or traducE our motivEs ,. Our actions a rt no 

doubt subjEct to hur.10n trror but our IT.OtivEs in small 

things as in great are disintErEsted lofty and truE , I 

rEplusE thosE calu~mirs whrrrvrr thry com£ from that Britain 

and thE British Empire is a selfish pm1er- e;rrrdy lanci 

gr£Edy d<signing nation obs r ssrd by dar!< schtmts of 

Europran intriguE or colonial Exponsion . ! rEp~lSE these 

aspErs ions \/htthrr thEy com£ froc.1 our brat frirnds or 

worst fors , LEt us all m!lrch for r:ard ~~;ainst the EnEmy 

and for thE rEst lEt all rJen hE r E 9nd in all countriEs 

sEarch thEir hEgrts dE vout l y as we sh~ll cErtainl~ continuE 

to do , , 

I hovE triEd as r1tll ~s I coul d tc covEr in a timE 

which is 
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which is unconscionsbly lena for a spccch but ludicrously 
short for thc subject the more prominent fcaturce of the 
world war , I will just odd that we must keep our eyc 
on jet- propcllcd fightcr aircr~ft on tht V-rockcts 9nd 
above !lll on the renewed U- boats ctnacc , No doubt thcre 
ar~ other dangers but taking thc posi tion as a wholc I 
hove ncvcr at any time bttn obl t to prescnt a more confident 
statement to thc House of thc cvcr-growing might and 
asccndtnoy of the Unittd Nations or of the military 30li­
darity of thc thr££ grcat Allies , Politl.cal miaunder· 
standings· and difficulties of an esscntially minor rank 
undoubttctly confront us , '!hat 1! 11hy I VIOS so glad to 
hear that thc ?rcsldcnt said in public on ~ucsdoy th~t hc 
was almost immediately starting to mEet r:t and .:~rshal 

Stalin somrwhcrt or other and quite soon . The Foreign 
Sccrctory and I with our military and technical adviscrs 
\1111 be present without fail at thE rendczvous and "whrn 
the roll is oallcd up yondcr we ' 11 be there ," 

I havc grcat hopes of this confercncc because it comcs 
at a moment t~hen a good many moulds cnn be set out to 
receive a gr eat de!ll of molten metal and also ot a moment 
when dircct advanc c may be m!lde towards the 1-lreer problems 

which will confront 
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which will conrront tht v i ctors and above all ~dvonct 

towards that world organization upon which aa we all 

know the salvation of our harass ed g eneration and tht 

irnmcd1a tr r uturt of the world depend . ':It shall enter in­

to all these disouos1ons with your sympathy and with the 

confidEnce of your support , \'lha trvrr happened tht 8t'1t.ioh 

Nat ion and Commonwealth msy rest assured that lfnion Jack 

or freedom will for tvtr fly from the while clipps of 

Dovt:r . 

~I!NA!IT 
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OltPARTMitNT 0, STATE 

WASHINGTON 

January 19, 1945 

Subject: Exchnnee of Weoeages Bet•een 
ut. Churchill And General Franco 

I attach for your infora•t ion and at the 

request of the British Ambassador the l~tter' s 

secret u::orandu: of January 17. Att.echecl to the 

Ambnssador ' s memorandum is a copy of a letter 

from General Franco to the Spanish Amboscedor at 

London and e copy of a lett.r which the Price 

L!ini ster has add reseed direct to General Franco, 

both letters involving questions relating to 

Anglo-Spanish relrtions. 

Encloeure: 

From Britieh Embassy 
January 17, 1945; 
with enclosures. 1:ICICLA .......,,."! .. o 

"'"" Ot';o' ••441r· l·U..11 

.,J.-- MAL 51972 
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UtrAKI MtNI U~ :;!Ait 
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••llot • Ill: ltGIIf'tWf 

111e lleJeat7' e AaNuedor proMote hie 
o-11Mnte to tile Beoratery ot State aad baa U.. 

honour to t rane.tt to ~ a traaelet1oa ot tba letter 
ed&ree .. 4 ~ O.aorel l'raooo to tba Bpan1all Alobaaeador 
1a Londoa tor oo.oua1oet1on to Hie M1Joat7'e OOYern­
.. at, tosothor w1 th • oop7 ot Mr. W1aeton ChuJoahill' • 
.repl7, 'lb1oh will be 4eapetoho4 to U.. 9pen1eh 
Aolbeeoedor 1n the oo~reo ot the next tew da;re. It 

1e 4ee1re4 that tho Beoreter7 or State be sood enoush 
to allow th1e oorreepondonoe to tba Pr oe14eat . 

The oorreopoadeaoo 1a a1eo be ins 
ooco1111a1cetad to llerohel Slll 11n. 

IIRITI 1m liiiiiA SBY, 

W.&IIHIIIO'rCII , D.O, 

J&DUOI'7 17th, 1~5 
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Yoar azoallao.,, 

Yoar ~aaador hea oomoan1aata4 to the Poreira 
S.aretaJT a OOP7 ot 70ar l etter to the Dall:e ot Al'be ia wh1all 
J'OD a:r:prea"4 • 4ea1re tor a oloritioaUoa ot relaUooa beweaD 
~ Britilb aa4 Spaailb peoplaa, wi th a Tiew to a alo"r aa4 
110re 1at1ata relDUoalbip ia the tlltare. I heTe ata41a4 t111a 
4ooa.Mat with .,all iaterut aN ao beTa ., ooll .. IUU ot tile 
War COiiiDt. It 1D oar iluira thet relaUoae between the Britilb 
••4 llpeailb PDCIPlU lboalil • elo" aD4 oo1'41el u4 I DoUoe 
with .... aurpri .. thet Yoar KJ:oellaaq UtriliUtea ouoll 41ttioulUaa 
•• Dow az1Dt 'betweaa Great Britain ••• Spot o to tile atUtade ot 
H1a lla~eat7' a GOTer-at ead ot 81'1 Ulb po'bllo opiaioo aa4 to 
tile aotiTitiea ot Britilb propesao4D an4 Britiall a;aota iD 
Bpaia. I oaa aaoure You azoelleno1 thet 7oar u .. ruoaa re;a~ 
iaa the aot1T1t1ea ot Br1Uib apah ia &pate oro ent1rel1 wUiloot 
toaa4DUOD aa4 I oaD oDlJ' nppoaa thet 7oar Gonr..ent hea 'beaD 
111ale4 'b1 allaraUoaa ot tlloaa peraoaa wlloaa olwioaa intareet 
lin in 41eta..-iar the Nletiona -.wen tile Bl'itilb aa 8peaiah 
peoplao, I tharetore walo ... all tile liON Yoar azoelleD.,'a 
ouapaUoa tllet tile tt.. ia ripe tor a oler1t1oat1oo ot tile 
poa1t1oo aa4 otter tllll oooeultatioa with ., oollaaraeo, aD4 1a 
tile a.- ot tile War Cell1oot, I tau \1111 epport11a1t7 to aet oat 
to YOIU' llx6allaao7 ia ooJIIIP].eta traall:aeaa \he urioaa 41tt1011l Uaa 
whioll ia oar Tift aUll ~r the aaUataotoi'J' 4nalo-nt ot 
NlaUoaa •w••• ooar wo o011atriaa. 

I ••' t1rat rell1a4 Yoar azoallDH7 or U•• pol1o7 
w111• J'ORr Gonr-•t bee por••4 eo tar 1a tile praaaot worlil 
war •• th1a pol1o7 bee ap,.areil to Hie •jaatJ'' • Gcrrai'DDDot ••4 

to tile/ !1111111~ IIIIC' !7 uP lito liiJIWl'1ilil ..._ ... ,. l)apt, tal.,, _,.... 
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"' tile Br1 Uah pulll1o wh1oh tbeT repr .. ent. I do not toraot 

that &-peaiall polioT 1.14 not oppoae ue at t ho two or1Uoal 

-•ta ot tile wor,_q at tile U• ot the ool.lapoo at rreaoo 

1a l.9110 .,.. at tile -•t ot tile J.nl).o-AM1'1oaa 111Yoa1oo ot 

Korth Ml'loa 1a 19112. Bot I oleo r••-r tilet thl'oupaut tho 

war Oer.oo 1otl.aoooe 1a Spain hu oooataotq llooo per Ill tto4 "' 

embarraaa tho war ettort ot Great Br1 tala a ad her J.llloa, aa4 

tilet a 8"pea1ah D1Th1oo wu aotuall;r aeot to gin aae1atanoo to 

.,.... Cler•• eaOidoa •aataet our alJ.T, Ruaata. Durtas tilet rer1o4 

tho &-pea lab Clonro.ot oreolT PDNI:IM a pol1o;r aot at .. atrellt;r 

bat at ooa-llelUpreoo;r. 

Bla lla3e ot:t' • oonro.ot haTe !lad to •ke •o;r 

o ... la1ote ap1oat tho uaaotrel aoU'r1t1oa 1o be1o whloh I 

need not now rert1oalar1ae aioa. \ba;r lla're alrea4;r tor-4 tlla 

eab3eot ot r ep .. tall roprosontauo .. to ;roar Gonr-a t 117 Hi a 

lla3eot;r' a l:llllaaa;r at lla4r14. I tool bound, llowonr, to .. nuoa 

tho a.l'b1tro.I'J' aupproaa1oa 1a 1940 ot tbe International Roat .. ot 

at ~aa&ler 1o 'rloh Uoo o:r the treau .. "' ohloh Spaio waa a 

part,. n4 tile aer1 .. ot 8peoabaa 1D whloh Your llxoalleoo7 41o­

para .. 4 thle ooun\1'7 u4 otbera -~ the 1Ja1tod llatioao aa4 

opote ot the11' 4otoat u lle1oa both doeira'ble aDd 1D0'01tablo. 

low that the war 1a 4raw1aa to a oloeo, aa4 plana 

oro bo1DI •48 tor the tu taro at llurope a ad ot tile world, Hio 

lla3o• t7' a Clo'Oer-ot oaooot onrloolt tllaao poet aoUooa ot tile 

8peo1all oonr-ot, oor aao thoo7 oTel'loolt tho oooe1ateatq 

-Ula atU- t-r4• thla ooaot1'7 ot tile raJ.aap part7 wll1oh 

1e att1o1oll:t roeop1ae4 u tho touo4at1oo at t11oo rro•••t otata 

atraotDI'O 1D 8pe1o, DOl' tbe hot tilet tbe raJ. .... llaa •1ata1ao4 

aa 1ot1 .. ta I'Olat1oaah1p with \ha Iaa1 Part7 D1otatorah1p 1a 

Cler.DD7 aad W1\ll tbe Itallaa raaohta. I •• --" lou 
P"'!fOI\t aall tbe ooooeroo4 with tile .,.., tileo wUb '114' tlltoro aa4 ""' 4oe1ro 

lata/ 



1a to aaa all tba 'llarr1era 11Cm14 wh1ah ataDd 1D tba wa' ot 

oloaar Allglo-BpaD1ah r elatioaa, I had 1adeed lleea happ7 to 

ollaer ... t avourallle ohaQpa 1a Spaniel>. polio;r towarda th1a 

oooDtr;r, m1oh 'bepD Aurua tba tea~are ot ott1• ot tha lata 

Oeaeral .Jor4au, ud I pulll1ol;r took DOte ot thaae 4enl-ata 

1D the -eoh wh1oh I •Aa 1D tba Booae ot c-oae oa 1187 24th. 

Uatortllaahl7, aa Your Bxoelleao7 reooga1aea 1a ;your letter to 

the Duke ot Al'be, tllaaa tenla-at a haw not 711t &OM tar 

eao~a&ll to rei*)Te all the llarriera 'betwtea oar two owlltr1u. 

Wh1la aooh llarr1ere re•111, tiM dnalep•at ot reall7 oloae 

relatioaa ot tr1eadah1p aad oooperat1oa w1 til Bpa1a, Wh1oh Ria 

llajeet)'' a Gcl'l'era•nt 4ea1Na, • a t •et ltith &1tt1oolt1ea aad 

there oan be Do qoeaUoa ot Hie llajeat;r'a Gcl'l'erDaeDt oopportias 

opeD olaiaa to part1o1pat1oD 1D the 8ToDtual Peaoa SettleiiiiiDt. 

Nor does 1t eeem to • lil<ol;r that aD 1ov1tat1oo woold be tortll­

ooiDiag tor tho at.iaa1oD ot SpaiD t o tho tutore world orsaD1aat1oa. 

Ia Yo~ar xxoelleD07'e letter to tho Duke ot Allie 

there are 88Y8rel Ntereaeaa to Ruaa1a 'llhioh I o&Dnot ellow to 

paae without oo-Dt hav1ns reaard to tba relatione ot tr1e~ 

eh1p aad all1e•oe 'lletweeD th1a oo~aat17 aad lblaeta, I ehould be 

eor1ooal7 a1alea41D& 7011 1t I 414 not at oaoe r..ave &D7 a1e­

ooDoept1oD that Ria lla jeat;r'e Ooveraa.Dt ere prepared to ooDa14er 

an7 aroup1ng ot powera 1D Weatera Buropa or elaewhore oa a llaa1a 

ot hoat111t7 ~rda or ot tha ellep4 aeoeaa1 t;r ot 4ateaoa 

ap1net oar llllae1a• Allie a. The Pol107 ot BU llajeaty' a Govera.Dt 

reiD81Da t1~ llaae4 apoa the Aaalo-Bov1et Treat;r ot 1942 aad 

tho7 N&&r4 the ooDt1Daanoe ot Aqlo-R12aaiaa oollAborat1oa w1th1a 

tha tr-work ot tutore world orsaa1aat1oa u uaent1al Dot oal;r 

to tba1r owa 1ateNate, bot aleo to tile tutore peeoe aad proa-

per1 v ot Jaropa aa a whole, 

I Woolf/ 



I woul« 1o ooooluo1oa '-c Your Z1ool loao7 to boll-.. 
thet I woul4 oot haTe Teatured to put t.ho oboTo oaoo oo 
traat17 to 7ou wore 1t oot tor Your ~cellono7'• ~• rooootl7-
axproooa« dao1re tor a olor1t1oat1oo ot ADJlo-8pan1ob rolat1ono, 
oad tor .r oooT1ot1oo tbot the relatione ot tr1eodob1p an« 
oooparauoa Htwoea oar two oouatr1u are dutro'lllo aod that 

t.he;y oon onl;y 'Ito daTolopo4 aDd •1ota1Dod w1t.h1D t.he ti'8Mworlt 
ot t.he pl'1oo1]>loo muob I boTe eet out tor You,. ltloelleno7' • 
oona14eNt1on. 

I .. Your ~oolloooy'e ta1tbtul oerTaot. 

W1oatoa S. Obo,.oh111. 



T'W'J •TIOH OP LltiBR lBOK QllfiR6L ftMOO 
To Hia li:ltoellenoy don Jacobo PihJ..,.o Stuart , OUI<o ot Alba, Spllliah Ad>aaaac!Dr 1D Groat Britain. 
M7 dear Allbaeoador and triand, 

The purpose ot thia latter ia to oonve:r to :rou 1n triJllt, 
explicit and atreighttorward tenoe _,. idaae - which are thoea 
ot the Spanioh nation - on tba oubject ot our relatione with 
Great Britain, 10 that 70U IOilf tr1Jl81111t th ... taithtull7 and with 
tho utmost triJlknaae to our ~ood triond, the British PriiOI Min11-
ter . 

'1'ha srav1t7 ct the European Utuation, o.nd tho r&lo that 
Great Brita in end Spain will be called upon to plolf 1n the !Uturo 
concert ot Woatern Europe, aoalte H deairable that we ehoul.d ola­
rit)' our relatione, el1a1nat1ng that atring ot ce~~pla1nta and 
patt)' 1ncia.z>te Which tor two :reara and more have put auch a 
8 trliD upon thOIDo 

Tho noble wordo that the Prillle Minister not long ago ad­
drlaMd to SpaiD nth euch tavourablo attect upon our public 
op1D1on - and which are 1n keeping with that other gesture ot 
h1o 70uth when, with auch ganoroeit7 ot opirit, he aervod under 
tho spaniah tla~ - are a ggarentee that thoae anxietioa ot oura 
will be echoed 1n hie own mind, 

I tind it partectl7 natural that uP to now aubetantlal dit­
toranoee lhould have axieted between the Britiah outlook and the 
attitude which might be ac!Dpted b7 SpaiD, leoo burdaned ae lho 
ia , aa a neutral country, with o-1tcante, leaa eXPOied to pae­
lione; but , with the pro~•• ot the Wll' , the identity ot 1Dter­
aate and ot oonoern tor the !Uture i e aaeuming a 110re det1D1te 
ah&pe, which , indeed, we 111 1'8Yialed 1D the apeeohle, eta~te 
and __,tariee about the Prillll M1D1atar ' e journe)"inp. 

seoau .. we oannot bel1eva 1D tho aood taith ot c.-.mtat 
Ruaa1a, and baoauae we are lilliva to the 1Diidioua might ot BOlahl­
•1-, .. Wit rep.rd the deatruot1on or wealtalliJII ot her 

/Diilbbouft 



neiahboura •• greatly incraaatDa her power &n4 ambition& &n4 thua 
randarinr aora naoeaaary than aver the achieY&ment ot knowledia 
An4 un4eretand1nr among the oountriea ot weetern EUrope . 

nente in liberated Italy, and the eerioue pliaht ot ll'rance , 
where the oovernment'a ordere are not obeyed and the masuie banda 
are bruenly procla1J111n8 their intention ot eatabl1ah1n8 a )1'rench 
SoYiet Republio, tor which they reckon on the eupport ot the 
u.s.e .a. -all th1a ie an eloquent o....,tary on theaa Clittioult 
d&ya . 

Hiatory teaoheo ua , on the other hand, what baa alwa;ya been 
the end ot all the talk about eternal peace &n4 d1aintereatad 
triandahipa: auoh tine hi8h-aound1DJ word& cannot theretora re­
present tor ua anythtDa but wiahtUl. thinkinc, the u:preaaion ot 
a remote 1d&al, unettataed and indeed unattainable . 

With a Germany annih1lated, and a Ruaeia that baa consoli­
dated bar aaoendanoy in BUropa and Aaia, and the United statea ot 
America alJII1lnrly """''nant in the Atlantic and Paoitio Oceana u 
the IIJahtiaat nation ot the world, the BUropean countriaa eurrtrtnc 
in a denetated Continent will be racing the 111011t aerious and dan­
geroua criaia ot their h1atory. 

I realize parteotly well 'hat snrliahmon in reaponaible 
poaitione are precluded by military expediency tram o~enting 
upon th1a aepect or the praaent world atrv.r&le; but tba reality 
ot the potential menace aubaiata , 

Attar the terrible ordeal which BUropa baa -· three or 
the nations with lar;e population& and extenalve reeouroea atand 
out t'roal the reat1 Greet Britain, ~ and SpaiD. But with 
GerMAY d&etro;rad only one country ..-ina to which Great Britain 
oan turn her pae1 Spaill. It ia likely the t the ll'rench an4 

Italian -ta, An4 the proo .. or internal d1ainte81'at1on in 
theae oountrlae, will lll&ke 1 t lJIIpoaaibla tor aany yaara to build 
up anJthinc atabla upon their toundaUona . 1'o do eo -'A. entail 
the - trapo .urprla .. that Greet Britain An4 Germany 

/reapecUvaly J 



rupactiY&17 haft erperienoed during the present oontl1ct . 
'!'he deduotion ia olaar: dou it suit Britain and Spain to be 

on tarae or .utual tr1aDdah1Pf I haYa DO hesitation 1D aaeart1Dg 
that it doea , end, the ~~Hater the daatru.otion or tho Gorman na­
tion , the more t.parat1Ye i t will be. 

HaYing eetabl1alled the need tor eucb a tr1eJ>dah1p , let ua 
paaa on to raYiaw our present relatione with Great Britain. we 
oannot entertain en;v great Uluaion.e on the aubjaot , end indeed 
wa ahall haYa to recogn1ae that tboee relatione ue not uactl7 
oord1al. For , notwithetand1ng the generoua aent11Donta voioed b:V 
11r .Oburcb1ll and the good will or our own Government , there bee 

baa DO d1aa1pation ot that atlooapbera ot WW887 boat1lit7 w!Uoh 
ia paroaptibla 1D Great Britain and Wh1ob naturall)' laada to rata- f 
11ator7 aotion in the Yarioua aaotora or Spanish opinion. )laithar 
the Brit1ah preaa - 1nolud1ng GoY&ramental organ.e - nor the Brit­
iah w1ralaee baa caaeed to allow pariod1call7 a hostile attitU4e 
toward& SpaiD, bar resime end ann towerda her Leader t eoeatl.Ma 
the tone baa been rude end paartah, end at other times the7 haft 
uaad 1naid1oua Pbraa1ns or subtle alluaion.e . 

or at1ll greater iiiiPOrtanoe , hoauar, ia th1e boatUit7 
when it 1e d1aoern1bla 1D ottioial repreaentationa or when att-.pta 
era aada to juat1f7 it in t81'1118 ot ideolopoal dittarenoaa - thia 
tree a nation like the Britiah, trad1t1onall7 aocu.ta.ed to gat­
t1AC on with the Yarioua paoplaa ot the world, whdanr their 
a;rat• ot gove.......,t or tha1r 1deolos1aat hare ;rou haft an at\1-
tuda which, b7 ita obtruaion into the daD&etio e~era, baa rouaad 
eYer)' I!Dod Sp&IUard an4 baa prodlload re~~Httabla oona-• 1D 

tha - '"7 • 

Great Britain ahollld DOt tor1et that the relatione ot the 
praeant twa are an ~ate oonaa_.. ot thoaa ot the paat , 
and that ncb relaUODa u wa a&7 noa aainta1D ua bound to haft 
a oonaidarabla 1DtlutDoa on tboaa ot the tutura. 

I I 



I conaider that we ought not to conceal. trcm the British the 
teot that the aot1Yitiee ot their eeoret eerv1oe and propaganda, 
inwlving a olaah with the nation' s moat live and moat eenaitive 
elemen ta - the Azvr:f, the Police and the Ji'alansa with ita three 
aillioa active members , have had throughout the past tiva years 
a deplorable atteot on our relatione. we oan etata with positive 
aeauranoa that there has b .. n no patty intrt sua nor minor dieordv 
brought to light during these yeare which hae not , in aoma way or 
other, been traced baok to Bri tiab agents . 

The State had no alternative but to taka appropriate meaauraa 
againat all underground activities on the part ot toraignara , and 
the tact that the three elements mentioned above played a moat 
important part in the diacovar7 and proaacution ot euoh activities 
hoe drawn on them the ill-taelins, it not the hatred ot the toreign 
asente, wbioh in ita turn haa provoked much indignation among our 
own people. 

It ie advisable that they ahould know 1n London that not one 
ot tbe political and diplomatic atretagama contrived. abroad againat 
Spain hae passed unnoticed 1n our country: evan those matters that 
might have been thousht to be the moat contidential and secret have 
oome providentially to our knowladse; but that tba Bpanieb s tate, 
with a clear viaion ct the tuture and ot ita historical naed.e , baa 
ae muoh ae poeaibla avoided publicity and the anau1ng scandal. 

Another taot to be brought to their notice ie that the British 
Intelligence service baa derived ita intormation, at any rata in 
our view bare in Spain - not to apeak ot what they may have gleaned 
trcm tha Reds and malevolent pol1t1oiane - trca the ... t triwloua 
and 1natteotual elements in the oountr7. I tear tberetora that 
the vine and the n.,.. wllich Britain ma7 have about our country 
are likely to be inaccurate or diatorted. 

Taking all thia into account I have da-d U neo .. aary tor 
the aaka ot the tutura naed.e ot both our o01:111tr1ae , to tr7 at thia 
h1etor1o moment to clarity our relatione, 1n an endeavour to tree 

/th• 

• 
• 



th• t'raa that taAdanUowo and hootile ateoophere which ia 1Jioce­

pat1bla with eino ere t'rieAdehi p in tho C!.aye to ooM, 

The preeent war baa completely altered old ideaa or atrategy 

and or the relatiYI at.rength.e or the variou.a Powara; oYeryth1na 

baa SJ'O'I'D 1JI abe, and 1t the nauo•want to a•oid unpleaaant eur­

pr1aee, they .,..t throw OYerboard ancient preju41cea and atren,u>an 

thair continental eolie!.arit:v . 

All4 ju.a t aa it would be nin to ~at that SPain ehould now 

act again at bar oonvi otiona and taka adYintaga or other natione ' 

aiatortuDea, thua railina in the principlea or honour and chivalry 

that heYa prevailed throU$hout her hiatory and have given it tho 

otaaw or nob111t7 - prinoiplea that are euoaa4 up 1n tha typical 

Spaniah ·~ - "llobleza oblige" - eo, on the other hand, it would 

be onl7 fittina that '"' ahould atriYI to eetabliah cloeer relatione 

and make poaaible o~n acti oDS in the tutul'e . 

It ia worth .. phaai aing that Spain ia a country or atrategic 

iaportance, and that the Spanish people are eound, virile and 

chivalrous; that ahe hae given proor ot ber apirito.al reaervea and 

her ,..ooUI'cea or co~rase end energ; that abe baa the will to 

exist, without harbourtnc baoe aabitioae, loveo peace and kDo'l'a bo'l' 

to aeintain it; that abe beli.-.- 1t to be 1n her own interaat 

and 1n that ot oreat BritaUI that they ehould eatabliah Clltual 

underatandUia, tor aha apprectateo tho value or British t'r1eAdehip 

while tull;v coMci cua or the Yllue ot her own; that eho conaidera 

thia underetanding and 1\lture t'riandahip to be pceaible, but bo­

lioYoo, nevertbalaaa , that it could not be atr.otiYa or laetina 

it oontil>od to a aare enW>Ciat1on 1n litelaaa word& , without • o.,.... 

plate ohaD&'I 1n tho preaia .. ot OW' relatione , it there ia a laolt 

ot a1Doarit7, or aood teith or or the tira datai'Olinatlon to achiaYa 

that 1111tual undaratandins; it could not andiiJ'a it, baoauae ot old 

jealoaaiaa and the ol d apirit or doaiaetion arou.aina euapioion or 

the inoreaaina vaatnaaa ot tha t'r1and and partner, it .... -'A 

not ,._.,., at wba tOYer aaor1t1 oa , tha dittarena.. the t 41 Yida ua. 

/TO 
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To oonolucl.e - I think ;you muet DO.ke one thing quite clear, 

in view of the aoti vitiee of bad 6pania.rde who frOG outside tho 

country speculate OJI the P088ibil1ty of internal ohaJig .. , and Who , 

relying only on the strength ot their pa .. iona , ll1$)>t tenoy they 

could etteot a re,pprooh-nt by giving Britain a better barpa, 

- the 'fary 1c1ea 1a eo tantaet1c that we oust>t not avon to dieou.ee 

euch a poaa1b111ty - ;you muet emphae1ze that any ouch hypothotioal 

change ot r6aime, I eay this with all duo ~pheaie, would aerve the 

1Jitereete ot Ruaeia alone . In toraign attaira all ot us raapona1ble 

Spaniards think alike , and h1ator:r &howe that it i a not ao dU'tioult 

to win Spain' a friendahip and her heart . 

Attar laying bare to :rou frankl:r and taithtUll;r ftr1 id .. a, it 

onl:r rec::aine tor ..., to entruat to ;your patrioti~a and act1Ye intel-

118ence the task ot ooDftying the.. eentilllenta to the IliaD "-PPD 

whoso ohoul4ore reate tho greatest reaponaibility for the tuture 

ot EUrope. 

With sincere attaot,ion 

(Si gned) Pranoiaoo Prance 

Palace ot IU Pardo , lBth october , 1944. 
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10, ~oflrolnt jitrut, 

U·lt~a[(. 

1( February, 1945. 

Thank you for your letter of February 11 

about Italy . 

\',eighty questions are raised in your letter, 

and I should like to consider ther~ at leisure and 

send you my cons idered vier;s after my r~;;turn to 

London . 

The President 
of the United States of P~erica. 



• ' I • DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

INCOMING 
):E-EGRAM 

DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

!IES- 1009 I ~ PlJ,Ill 

~ London 

Storttary of State , 

Washington , 

2126 , First 

Dated l~rch 1 , 1945 

PrEss today announces ioptnding visit by ura , 

Churchill t o Russin on Red Cross mission , Tit~S carries 

it in following ittr!l : " U.rs . Churchill hns accepted an 

invitation from the Soviet Government and the Red Cross 

and Red Crescent Societies of the US3R to visit Russia, 

She has arranged to go early 1n the spring , In conveying 

the invitation 11 , Gustv the Sovie t :."lbnssndor in London 

said that arrnngenents would be t10dt for !Irs . Churchill 

to acquaint herself 11ith the work of the 3ov~rt :ltd 

Cross and with the hos:)itala and nedicnl institut i ons of 

the Sovie t Union . This will b t Urs , Church i ll ' s first 

visit to Russia , She inaugurated the Rrd Cross aid to 

Russia fund which up to t hr end of last :;tar had rc.1SEd 

over pounds 6 , 000, 000 and shipped about 13, 000 tons of 

r.:edicc.l supplies to the UJSR , " 

Please bring this ne11sc.nc to attention o1' 7W.tc 

Hous c • 
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lllliORJ.lltUl 1'011 TH! PRISlDD'1'1 
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S 1U"Ch 19L5 

8ubJeoto Food Peliot for Bdclua on<! Liberat.ad Bol latlcl . 
(Talacru Wuaber 902 da t.ad 2 l'eroh 19LS troa 
the PriM 11111ator 14 the Preoident ) . 

l. 'rho Prl,.. lli.>latar ocl• b .. 111 reply to your telarru 

Nwaber no of FebrW>ry ;s, li4S , OD the ~bova aubj ect, t.btt the hrch 

rncl April daflc1aaciea of l(J1 , .x>J t.Onl of !OOC!otuf'i'a for Baltlua &Dol 

oouthora Holland w\~1 be .. t ln l ara• p.rt troa u. K. at.o••• · fba 

Pr1•• ~lni ater otatao thot h11 Goveroaent will require imaodilte r o-

ploea:aat of .. lora • prrt or u.u. foodotutto """ the pro•lolnn of 

ohlpo to c..-ry thaa, and ho adele tbot b• 1o our• tbot tho probl .. will 

: . .1.1aonbcur bu utllletacl civilian relief ~ulr•••Dtl for 

llortbweot !uropa in neon ot oc a me! on.-balt aillloa to:>o for J 1r1011 

Jul7 and AV.CUit for eubot.Unce O:.ona . Ho hu been ach1a.cl by tho 

Cosblnocl Chlofo (L£2 Sl9 , ~rrch l , lQ~S) th•t •or o thon 77~ , 000 tone 

btYI bela &llOCLt .cl f or proouro.aat rooponolb111 ty , Of tb11 I SOQR\0 

ool y :o tone bo n been ualcnocl to lno 0Allt d U11id..-, lno re...c.w.r 

belnl Dnltocl St.«taa procur-nt reopoaalbUity. fboro 11 a ooriouo 

qu11t1on whotb• r ablppinc ovailob1l1H•a ond tho inland tr .. toport 

oo-ita&Dto , wlll u.<t 1t pou lblo to do l•er t.bo gllf.l)Ut1aa 1n tho 
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UM per1odo doo1rod bT Uoonhour . Tho bAI.Anoo of l ioonhonr 1o 
olTll relier r .. ~tre,.~t• are now under ur1ent oone1d•ra~1on . 

) . In tbo l!;ht of tbo •o f acto, 1\ 1o roco•mondod that you 
t r anaa1t \o tbo PrL• l!lniaur a oo-1oat1oe ur&1D1 \b t d1ocuao1oao 
bo r oaUMd J.eed lo ~oly l ooldn& toward tho uao ot OD.!\Od Uft&lln• otoc.q. 
Tb~r• 11 a1.t&ched • 4rar t or auch a Mta&&• • 

S.oro l.&r)' o t h r. 

Incl. 
tr.rt ot abooo .... u - oo-=!eaUon (!'rool d<n\ to Prl oo llnhur) . 



-----..,~~-... ~--------.. ~ "' 

PW! 0¥'91 to PiU ll Mi t!IIta 

the Ierch an4 April de ficiocctee tor \bo 2let ~Group froa u . K. atockt. 

i LOU'I your C J DOIMI \hat tho probloa Will proYe to bo ' u cer 

abooat tho problu of tho r eplace ont of rnur rooc!t tufft • • ftll u pn>'fiolNI 
or tho aooe eu.ry e i pe. It .- to m.o now iJ>porou ... th• ~ d! 10uuions bo 

oro of 1 11011 l or&O proportiOill Ulot they proaont 'lO Ot di!ficult probl"'l of 
ahippiD& noUabtllty aod 11llu~ tra:~aport in tho 11!\ited Statu. or t'>o 

772 1000 tono allocated for eube l t tonco pr~o.r.:ent roaponoibtllty t or Jorthooo~ 
! .....,._ tor Juno aDd .Tul7 o.llly 20 t ona oro alloeated t o tho IJ ,'(, , t ho ro'ltaln~or 

bll lll o.a. roa;>ont i b11H:r. .la tho t otal olloeatlone oro ~!117 obout o11o-halr 

of liaollhooer'e r ecent oatilltoo 1~ 1a ob'fio~ tho t d1 oouoeleBe l eed ill& to 

toth•• or our rupoctl•• co•orn.anta u d " r.ro prepared to ru~ l llob 

dieou.aei one """· 

L. I thlnk th& t t he • ""• ttone JOU role• ill your t ol euoa 1\lablr 902 
•Ul hne to bo c .. neih red •• part or tho 01'trell probll lll wbiob t ...... t 
arudoue \ o ha ... f ully oqloret! and .. teral11etl ill tho ~late future , I 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128
	0129
	0130
	0131
	0132
	0133
	0134
	0135
	0136
	0137
	0138
	0139
	0140
	0141
	0142
	0143
	0144
	0145
	0146
	0147
	0148
	0149
	0150
	0151
	0152
	0153
	0154
	0155
	0156
	0157
	0158
	0159
	0160
	0161
	0162
	0163
	0164
	0165
	0166
	0167
	0168

