


DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

August 20, 1941

My dear Mr. President:
There are enclosed for your information coples
of 27 reporte prepared by American consular officers
who returned to the United States on the S.5. West
Point from verlous European posts describing conditions
in their reapective consular districts. There are also
encloged three memoranda summarizing the reports cover-
ing Germeny, Itely and the occupled terrlitorlies respectively
and a brief covering memorandum setting forth the sali-

ent points in the|vexlous reports.

Falt yours,
Enclosures:

As listed.

The President,
The White House.
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*P. Tsoretsryi

Thare sre atcehed three semornade, with their stinehe
wente, sussarining revorts submitted By returning eonsulcor
offiesrs from tweniy-poven Sure-san oste & mearning ecndls
tions in thelr resvestive eomsulcr dlstrist: se or July B,
1041, The thres mssoranda des® with e-nditicms im Gerssny,
ootu 1ed sountries and Itely. respootively.

In Gsrmany sivilism merale Le reported to be slovly
Goteriorsting ae the vap Ls proleaged, slthough he merale
of the military forerp end Ferdy officinle comtinues high.
British besbing i+ boeoming inerssping'y sffeative in
northern snd western Sersany. Thers hss been Ao lmpalre
mpent of the heslth of ¥he civilism populstion but food
shortages are dewloping: The German pecple are spathetle
toward the war and are only imprésssd By & ruthless ues
of feres By the snemy. The British bYlockade is generslly
erffeative. There is no ressom to sxpeot interna) dleburbe
ansss in Germany in the near fulure.

In cesunied sountriss, emsepting Franse, morale 1o high
end somfidenss in a Britigh vietory general. Oersan ofe
flelal s and oesuryine troons =-¢ hated 'ad alvilinn
repistanae in & veriety of forme le wideegoreosd Underground

ergroizetions
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organizations are developing to direot resistance te the
Germens, and serious reprisals sgainet Germens and their
loesl puppets may be expeected in the event of a German
eollanpe Food shortages in coecupled sountries are be-
e-ming inersasingly severe but food shipments from the
United States are not desired by the pecple as long as
German oeeupstion eontinues - Industria’ enterprises in
oceupled territories are belng integrated inte German
soconcay. British broadeasts heve o wide sudience and an
important effeet in maintaining morale, but exaggersted
elaimes of damage omused by bombing raldes arouse doubts
% to thelr reliabllity. The hope ond senvietion that the
United States will enter the war 1s general.

Morale in Italy 1e very low snd thers are eritieal
shortages of foodstuffe and raw materials. Anti-German
sentiment 1r genersl ~nd the possibility of Ameriecan
partieipation in the war 1s dreaded.

It may be pointed out that the bulk of the imfermstion
eontained in these recorts has been available previously
to this Division.

Ray Atherton

EulFBotevens!ofn
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hhﬂﬂth“nmﬂ:niﬂttﬂh
returning consuls from Hasmburg, Colegne, Jtauttgart, Bremen,
Leipsig, Manieh, Vienns and Xlalgsberg, which are sttached
under separate gover, and on personsl Interviews with
offlcers froa these ponts.

1. Mepsle. Oiviliam sorale in Gerssny is reported to
be slowly deteriorsting due %o the unexpected prolongation
of the war sad the inersssed severlty of shortages in food,
fuel and elothing. Publie discontent sppears to be mors
artlculate in southern Germany amd Austria than in the
northern reglon. Ne offiser reporting fros Oermsny, however,
M:htuuuum-uwumnuumt
or that there is any likelihood at present of any intermal
atteapt to overthrow the Bazi regise. It 1s suggested that
ilim-mliﬂhmiqmmhmuqu
f-ﬂ-mnhﬁlhmﬂhm
indefinitely and by concentrnted bombing attaecks om indi-
vidual German eltles for seversl conseoutive nights. The
morale of the Gersan military forees is uniformly reported
to be good. The morsle of governsent offlelals and Party
sesbers 1s alse stending wp well, slthough some doubtas

eonoerning
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concerning Party unity have arisen sinoce the Hess ineldent.

2. Bosh Papage. While the new British bombs are stated
to be very effective and the percentage of unexploded bombs
hes been sharply redused in recent months, most distriets
in Germany have experienced only intermittent bombing raids
and dasmage has been negligible. BSinece April 1041, however,
substantial damage from beambing has resulted at Uologne,
Mannheim, Bremen snd Hasburg. Kiel is reported to have beem
so sevarly damsged that the civilian population has been
evacuated, but the naval base is still in use. Bosbing raids
have caused only limited interference with industrial pre-
duetion. Explosive bombs are believed to be more offective
than incendliaries due to the effieient organication of German
fire fighting squads.

5. Yitsl Bosbing Targets. The moet strateglo bosbing
targets in the various distriets are listed in the respsotive
reports. They comprise for the most part communication
feellities, shipyards, industrial plants and power plants.
¥hile daylight reaids are reported to be prefersble for bosb-
ing strateglie objectives, night ralds are mere useful in
impairing eivilian merale.

4. Hsalsh- The health of the military forees 1s uni-
foraly reported to be good. They receive ample rations and
are well cared for. There has been no serious impairment
%o date of the health of the elivilian pepulation and neo

epidemios
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opidemics of any consequence have ccgurred. Bupplies of
medicines are ndequate. Minor silsente resulting fres malmu-
trition are beginning to appear in certain dlstriets and
there are also housing shortages in some areas. The pessi=
bility of & serious deterioration in eivilian heelth during
the coming winter 1a foresesn. The prineipal food shortages
are in fats, milk, egge, potatoes and fresh frults,

5. Qurrent Bumors. Fxoept for lossl rumers sonserning
various Party offielals, the only spontanecus ruser whish
appears to have snjoyed wvide currency at the time the consu=
lates were olosed conserned the likelihood that the United
States would sotively enter the war. It is pointed out that
the Nezl Party frequently launches inspired rumers for prepa-
ganda purposes. Thare has beem 11ttle private Alscusslon
recently of the projectsd invaslon of England.

6. British Propazanda. Peesption of B,8.C. broadeasts
is reported to - good im most districts. Eatimates of the
nusber of persons listening to British broadoasts vary greatly
in the differemt Alstricts and are spparently dependent to
soms degree on thes severity with whioh the Gestape enforaess
penalties on persons apprehended listening to foreign brosd-
ossts. British redio propaganda is reported to be lnept and
ineffisient and to earry little weight with the Cerman pecple.
This is attributed to exaggerated olalms made sonserning
damsge onused by British bombers vhish cam be resdily

disproved
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disproved by observers in Germany and which tend to diseredit
the entire content of British broadecssts. A secondary faster
is the fallure of the British to particularize their war alms
and to offer the German pecple sny mssurance that they will
not suffer severely through a German defeat. It 1s suggested
that the effect of British broadcasts might be incressed if
the asbove faults were correeted and the following imnovatioens
made! (1) Imelusion of personal information eonscerning
German priscners; (2) Mere emphasis on the United States
war effort; (3) Late evening broadcasts.

Leaflets dropped by planes in Germany are immediately
gathered up by Party organisations sush as the Hitler
Jugend and have had only a very restricted olreulstion amd
noe visible effeet.

7. Economic and Industrisl Intellizenss. Information
on this subjeet is earefully guarded and was not scoessible
to Amerisan sonsular officers. A few statements based on
observation or ruser are made in individual reports. In-
dustrial production im Germany is reported to be holding wp
well and te have suffered little dlislocation either from
the Britiech bloekade or from British bosbing.

8. Qivilias Pefenss. Publie end private alr raid
shelters have been provided in most citles but are not prov-
\ng satisfactory vhen subjested to heavy British bosbing.

The oivilian populatien has been well trained to meet alr
ralde
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raids, and air rald precaution smnd fire fighting squads are
well organized although thelr equipment is inadequate. Dis-
tribution of gas masks to eivilians has been limited.

9. Prestige of the Party. While in exeeptional
instanoes the prestige of the Party is reported to be high
becsuse of the relative suoccess of the Gersan war effert teo
date, w!ﬂlnﬂmmmuilwmm
hold of the Party over the German people 1s mow maintalned
primarily becsuse it is in & position of absclute contrel.
Goering and Hese are stated to have been the most popular
Party leaders and the flight of Hess to Grest Britaln has
ecsused much speculation coneerning dissension in the Party
ranks.

10. Ersstige of She Bervioss. The prestige of the
armed forees and partisularly of the air force is very high.
The publie prestige of individual officers is not peraltted
to be exaggerated.

11, Nein Sentimsnts sr Esctions of 3he Pscple. The
German people ss & whole are apathetle toward the war and

show me enthusiass for Nasi vietories. The beginnings of
war weariness are noted in some Aistricts. The prineipal
desire of the pecple is for the end of the war with an
honorable pesce for Germany.
The German attitude Soward the United States varies in
different distrists. Om the whole there is no antagonism
tovard
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toward individual Americans but little respeet for Amerisan
poliey. In some quarters the entry of the United States inte
the war has been taken for granted sinee the President's
fireside chat last December and its effeot has been discount-
ed; the bulk of the people expest and dread 1t beocause of the
nemory of 1918 and the effeet 1t will have of further pro-
longing the war and enmhaneing the probability of German
defeat. It is emphasized that only strong and ruthless
messures have any effect on German publie opinioen.

12. Migrations of Population. Although individual
Germans are not permitted to change thelr place of residence
without offieisl permission, there have been substantial mass
movements of population sinee the outbreak of the war. Child-
ren have been evasuated from the bombed areas of nerthern and
western Germany to central and southern Germany and to coou-
pled eountries. Oerman residents in South Tyrol have been
resettled in Austria and a large number of Bessarablans of
German origin have been resettled im Austria and southern
Germany. GOermans in eastern Jermany and Posen have been
transferred to the Leipzig area to make room for Germans re-
patriated from the Baltio states. The civilian population
of Kiel is reported to have been almost entirely evacuated.
There 1a sald to be some resentment against the returning
Balts in Posen and Pomerania and against the north German
evacuees in southern Germany.

15. Chamnels
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15. Chennels for Sbtaining FPuture Information. Most
consular officers have no surgestions coneerning channels for

obtalning information from Oermany and erphasgize that the
lives of sny contaots they may have had would be pleeed in
Jeopardy through the indisereet or inadvertent disclosure of
the names of such contaete. They 244 orally that the secreey
of the Department's cipher codes is open to serieous gquestien.

14. Identity of Axis Esplonage Agents. Most reports
contain no information under this heading. White Fuseian
emlgrée are stated to be used as Axis esplonage sgents in
oocupled territories end Jews and Oerman-Americans in the
United Btates. Thie information corroborates the evidence
upon which the Department based 1te actlon in further re-
atrieting the admission to the United Statee of persones from
oooupled territories.

16. British Blogkade. The British blocksde has effec-
tively prevented the lampertatien inte Germany of the bulk of
supplies Tormerly obtalned from overseas sources. The effegts
are apparent in the shortages of industrial raw materiale and
consumers' goode. Prior te the Oermen attack on Ruseia 2
steady stream of supplies was recelved from the Far East via
Siberia. Limited supplies are atlill recelved from South
Ameriea via Spaln and Portugal an! an ocomslonal bloekade
runner has been able te resch Hamburg.

16. Geperal Comsen$s- While opposition to the Nazi

reglme
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regime 1s slowly mounting 1t has not orystallized in s
forseful movement and there appears to be no reason to
expeet internsl dlsturbances at any predietable date in the
future. Resentment againet the church poliecy of the govern-
ment 1s growing and may beeome & rallying point for the
opposition. Comsunist influenoe is reported to be spreading
among the laboring clasees at Vienna. There is sald te be
wide interest in the programs broadesst regularly by twe
clandestine radie statlions.

EuiFiStevensinjh! frm




SERIONL ¥ GON LD L — August 18, 1941
% SUMMARY OF CONSULAR REPORTS CONCERNING
CONDITIONS 1N COUNTRIES OCCUPIED BY

AXIS FORCES AS OF JULY 8, 1941

The following summary is based on reports submitted
by returning Comsuls from Paris, Bordeaux, Amsterdam,
Rotterdam, Brussels, Antwerp, Luxembourg, Copemhagen, Osle,
Bergen, Belgrade, Zagreb, Athens and Selonlka, whisch are
attached under separate cover, sad on personal interviews
with offleers from these poste. Vhile the varlety of conm-
ditions in the various ceocupled ecountries leads to a wide
diversity of reports under most of the listed headings,
the salient polnts are recapitulated herewith.

1. Morale. The morale of the German fighting forees
is stated to be higher than thet of the German oeccupying
m*mm.ﬂn-‘mmmmmﬂ
about the prolomgation of the war and the mounting danger
to thelr families in Germany from British bombing ralds.
German combat troops ln Greece were depressed at the prospest
of the Russian campaign. The passive resistance of the
eivilian population in oscupled territories and their re-
fusal to assoclate with German troops 1s stated to have
lowered the morale of the German forces of oceupation.
The morale of Party officials im oeccuplied territories re-
mains high and they are still confident of German vietory.

Exeept in France where imfluential eircles are favorable
to
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to gollaboration with the Germans, the overwhelming majority
of the people in the oeeupled territories are strongly anti-
German and give vent to thelr sentimeants through & wvariety
of measures, ranging from scelsl ostracism of the Cermans
and deliberate slow downs in industrial plants to outright
aots of sabotage and violent attacks on German troops. VWith
the exeeption of Franee, where the population is still econ-
fused, discouraged and apathetic, morale of the oivilian
population of the cooupled territories is high and confi-
dence in s British vietory general.

2. [Bomb Damage. At the date of these reports British
bomblng in most of the ocoupled countries has not been ex-
tensive and the results have besn insignificant. Damage
from British bombing, however, is noted ia the reports from
Antwerp, Bordeaux, Rotterdam and Oslo, details belng avalla-
ble in the individual reports. The desirability of im-
ereasing British air attacks on objeetives in oocupled
territories is emphasised as a means of impairing the German
war effort and of strengthening eivilian merals.

Bombing by the Oermans, during military operatioms in
the various sountries, was intensive and effective.

3. Yital Bombing Targets. Vital bomding targets, in-
oluding communigations, German defenses, German staff head-

quarters and barracks, shipyards, port installations and
industrial
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industrial plants, are indlcated in detall in the lndivid-
wal reporte. It ls belleved that this information is of
extreme lmportance.

4. Health. All reports agree that the German forees
of oeoupation are well fed and in exeellent physiecal com-
dition. There has as yet besn no serious deterioration in
the health of the civilian populations but the erfects of
undernourishment eaused by food shortages are becoming ap-
parent in some areas. There have not yet been serious
epldemies although a mild form of influenze is reperted to
have been widely current last winter. Food shortages are
most severe in Greees, cocupled Framce, Belgiua and Nosway
in the order named. The most usual food shortages are in
fats, flour, dairy produets, meats, potatoes, coffes and
tea., Shortages of fuel and elothing are becoming inereas-
ingly severe. Otoeks of some essential mediolines are low
in certaln reglons.

Notwithstanding the sasrifices caused to the civilian
populations by food shortages, many offieers report that
ﬂhhthﬂhthﬂﬂld.ﬂ"luhlu-.uq-
;uuu-uumnu-u-mm-umtm
mn--ulu-n_mwmmmmum
serve %o strengthen German eapacity for war without bomefit-
ing the populations of the occouplied countries.

5. Rusers. Rumors surrent in the different countries
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are ohlefly of loeal interest, The tremd ls apparently
to exaggerate Oerman diffiocultles and Eritish successes.

6. British Propaganda. Although the Germans have
forbldden the civilian populations im most cesupled countries
to listen to forelgn broadecaste, the B.B.C. programs have
a wide audlience and information received from this source
filters further through underground ehannels., Eritish news
broadoasts and speoial forelgn language programs dirested
to the different occupled countries are coasidered reliable
and are very effective in strengthening merale, It is pointed
out, however, that exaggerated olalms of damage caused by
British bombing attacks and diserepancies detween English
and forelign language programs should be avolded sines they
tend to bring all British propaganda into disrepute in
areas where the facts are known. Various suggestions for
ineressing the effeetivensss of the B.B.C. broadcasts are
made, inoluding more smphasis on eultural subjects and
more detalls concerning the "freedom” movements in the
various countries. A revision in the hours of eertals
woadsasts 1s also suggested. Details are available ia
the individual reperte. :

7. HEsenomie and Industrial Intelligense. A consider-
able amount of iaformation dealing primarily with German

troop movements and the oonstruetion of German bases, .
K airfields
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airfields and defenses is contained in the individual
reports, Using different methods Ln various countries, the
Germans have sucoeeded in integrating imdustrial enter-
prises into the German economlic machine. As far as possible,
the Germans apparently seek to achieve this end through
voluntary cooperation em the part of factory owners, but
when necessary a German commissar and Gestapo ageats are
rhiﬂhplﬂ““lthllthlﬂlﬂl result, In some
countries there is a systematie effort on the part of the
Germans to purshase finanoial control of certain key ia-
dustries. Industrial produstion in the ocsupled territories
mm-wuum-umuumm
mdmmmltMHI-mmn
and breakdowns in transportatiom.

8. Civilian Defense. There appears to be a marked
differsnce in alr raid shelter facilities in the various
cosupied sountries. At Athems and Luxembourg adequate
shelters had been provided by the local governments before
oeoupation. The Germans have apparently not been active
ummmmmnuunmtmum
“iﬂMlﬂluﬂwwnummu
provide for the safety of their own troops. Alr rald pre-
esution and fire fighting squads have been organized in
some countries under German supervision and although
mm:umunumuummu-mu

oope
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00pe sucoessfully with damage caused by British alr raids.
Very few olvilians in the ocoupled territories have gas
masks.

9. Erestige of the Party. Nazl offielals in oooupled
territories are universally hated and detested by the
populations. Puppet Nazi parties which have been established
in the various countries exist with German support, but
they hawe attracted no mational figures and have Yery small
Tollowings. They are desplsed by the loyal population and
spparently enjoy ne respect even from the Nasis. An urge
r-m—.--mmmmmmmmuum-p-
porters ls reported to be imoreasing rapidly and there is
eVery reason to believe that the withdrawal of German
forees of ocoupation frem amy cooupled country will result
in a reign of terror in whieh the population will ruthlessly
avenge itself against its oppressors.

10. [Erestige of the Serviges. Although in Western

Europe the ocoupying troops have been on their best be-
havier in an effort to galn the confidence of the eivilian

populations, these tacties have met with little success
and the armed foroes are considered only one degree less
obnoxious thanm the hated Gestapo. The populations of the
ocooupled countries resent the presence of German troops
and are partioularly bitter about the requisitioning of
supplies
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Suppllies for use in Germany and the general plundering of
thelr sountries for the benefit of the German allitary
machlne,

11, Maln Sentiments and Emotions of the People.
The desire for a German defeat and the restoration of the
independence of thelr individual countries is almost
universal in the ocoupled territories. While people are
mlmmm-rh-lnqu-uuiuhmw
saorifices whioh may be necessary to prevent a German
vietory, Wumuumﬂmhhnrm
of indifference regarding the outecme of the war. Popular
sentiment toward Russia has become more favorable since
the Soviet Union besame involved in the war but an under-
ourrent of fear 1s noted in some countries that Germen
defeat might result in the bolshevization of Europe. Some
reports indieate impatience that the United States has not
mmm-uuumuumm-m
feeling of confidence that the United States will beocome
invelved sconer or later and will turm the tide agalnst
Germany.

12. Migrations of Population. Substantial transfers
of population have oeourred to and from the various oo-
cupled territories. In most cases refugees who left their
homes during military operations have returned. Substantial

numbers



WgITT

eTE

sabhTY

-8-

Dumbers of German officlals and business men have ap-
peared in the various oocupied territories to direot
adaninistration and .tm over business enterprises. Jews
have moved from oocupled territories to neutral eountries
whenever possible, Laborers have been recruited im the
various countries, usually under some form ¢ “ressure,
for employment in Germany. In Norway the population has
been evecuated from defense mones along the western coast.
Some Germens have been evacuated from bombed areas in
Germany to safer places in oscupled territories. There
has been a mass flight of Serbs from territories cocupled
hIHGMMMIuMh-MhIMI
mummmtannm:mhum-.
13. Channels for Obialning Future Informstion.
Although the names of possible sontaocts are given in a few
reports, consuls emphasize that efforts to communicate with
persons who might furnish information will place thelr lives
in danger, and that discovery of their sstivities will re-
sult in summary execution. Many persons who have offered
thelr serviees for intelligencs work are suspsoted of belng
in the pay of the Germans. It is pointed out that the
Eritish Intelligence and the exiled governments in London
have established methods of communication with persons in
oooupled territories, and it 1s believed that such channels
will
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will prove most satisfmetory in obtaining any desired
information that cannot be procured direectly from the
Amerioan Embassy at Berlin.

i, Ideatity of Axis Esplonage Agents. Most reports
contained no information under this heading. It is noted,
however, that certain Belglans have received speoial eaplo-
nage training in Germany, and it is recommended that all
persons who entered the United States from Belglum during
the past year be placed under surveillance. This report
substantiates the Department's information which formed the
basis for the restrictive measures taken against the immi-
gration of persons desiring to proceed to the Unlted States
from ooouplied territories. The Cermans are sald to be dls-
trustful of the Norweglans, amd it is not believed that
Horweglan subjeots are being used for esplonage work.
Eritish agents are said to be very sctive in oceccupled France
and the Germans are offering large rewards for thelr appre-
henslon and sapture,

15. BEritiah Blockgde. While the Eritish blockade
effectively preveats the importatlion of goods into the
oooupled territories from overseas sources, coastal trade
and troop movements by sea along the Norweglan and westeram
Europsan coasts ars reported to be oconduoted without notlee-
able interferencs.

16. General
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16, General Comments. Oerman polliey toward the
oooupled territories is apparently determined largely by
the role whieh i# planmed for the respeetive gountries in
the New Order whiech the Germans desire to establish in
Burope and in & lesser degres by the eircumstances under
whieh Cermany has obtained sontrel of the different countries.
In Soandinavia and in VWestern Europe the Cermens have made
e determined eoffort to enlist the voluntary ecoperatiom of
the peoples of the oseupled territories, sinee they econsider
them to be recially akin to the Germans and as sush worthy
of & privileged position in the New Order. As entirely dif-
ferent type of treatment is reserved for the peoples of
Eastern and Southeastera Europe sinee they are considered
by OGerman reelal theory %o be inferior peoples, and as such
will be telerated ia the German New Order only iIf they ae-
eept an inferior status and recognize GCerman overlordship.

This poliey, however, bas been without suceess both in
Western and in Esstern Eurcpe., The Germans have mot been
able to win the collaboration of the peoples of the osovpled
territeries in Western Europe, and underground organiszatiomns
have already been formed in several of these countrlies to
oppose German plans and to take the leadership ia mere
active resistance at an opportune time. In the East the
streagth of Russian resistance has heightened Pan-Slav

sentiment
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sentiment and has aroused fierce resistance to the concept
of inferiority which the Germans are attempting to impose.
All indieations point to lnereasing diffioultlies for the
Germens ln occupled territories whenever they are obliged
to weaken their garrisoms.

It may be noted that Demmark has been acoorded more
favorable treatment by the Germans bescsuse of her inmabllity
to offer armed resistance to the German ceccupation. Thise
unt-ulhrmﬁmuum-umml
countries of the advantages to be derived from cooperation
with German plans and accession to German demands,

EuiFBStevensiemd
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SUMNARY OF QONSULAR MEPORTS GUNOERNING
OCTDITIONS IN ITALY AS OF JULY 8, 1941

The following sumsery 1s bassd an reports subuitted
by returning eonsule from Rome (Maples, ) Oeaca, Milea,
Venlge, snd Trieste, whieh are attsshed under separate
pover, ond om personal laterviews with offisials from
these posts- The unsnlmity of oplalon expressed in these
‘eports 1s striking.

1. Eorals- Thers is general agressent thet Italiam
umh!ﬂln-twtmmnulmm The
pornle of the armed forees, notobly of the srmy, hos
suffered beosusge of laok of popular support for Italisn
war cbjectives, internal dissscilon bessurs of the privi-
leged position grunted to slite Faseist wilts, and the
prevalling santi-Ocruen sentiment The sorale of the air
foree and the nevy, vhile not ag low ag that of the army,
hes sufferesd becsuse of inferlor equipment and frecuent
defeats. The civiliss populetiom has been depresced by
the comsistent lmck of susesse attending Italimn mi)itary
efforts, and the imcressing searcily of foodstuffs and
essential commodities, the lask of interest ia the war,
and the fear of German domination in the event of an Axis

viotory. Gmall riots and demonstratioms agaimst the regime

are reported to have ooceurred in Venloe snd Milen. While
an



=2~

an effective opposition hne not yet appearsd, the resling
againat the sovernment is a0 pronounsed in tha Oesnoa dls=
triot that it 1s belleved possible that a strong cppesitien
sovement may eventually develop in that area. It 1s suggested
that Iialliem morale might be further depressed by heavy
bombings of induatrlal centers aad communications.

2. Homh Dogage- Extensive docc s to eommunications
and industrial plants wes suffered during the nevil bembard-
ment of Genom in Februsry 1941. French eir reids in June
1640 snd later British air reids are reported to hove cauped
only negligible damsge except et Naples, where strategile
objeotives are stated to have been destroyed enrly in
July 1941. Itslians are stated to have expressed surprlse
that British bombing to date has besn so sprsmodic and
ineffeotual.

3. Nisal Bombing Targeta: Vital bombing targets,
inolwding shipyards, naval bages, sommunleations and
industrial plants, are listed in the individusl reports.

4 Health  Ghortsges of essentia) foods and < el
are beooming more sever, and the sltuation durling ii=
couing winter is expeoted to be Aiffleult. No epldemlos
have coourred to date, but reslstance is thoupht to be
low snd inereasing tuberoulesis and malnutrition mmong
poor shildrem are reported from Cenca.

8. Humprs: HRumors are stated to be largely sati-

Fasolet
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Fapolet and anti-Cerman in nature. BStories conserning
digsenplon ir the Tarty and the shortecmings of Fasolst
1eaders from Mugeolinl dcwm en)oy wide eirouletlon. Thers
sre reports of Ttelian troop movements through uncooupled
France to Spain end of impenfing military sctlion egelinst
Ooraies mnd Nige.

8. Eritish Procegends. PFritish boredosets appesr to
s 1irited in effectivensss to the north of Italy where
those heving sets capsble of recelving programs from Oreat
Pritein are sald to 1isten in regulsrly end to spread the
inforastion recelved in this way by word of mouth. Offlelally
ingpired news snd propagands from Italian sources are no%
belleved by the pecple, and neve from British pourees is
ecnaldersd mors relisdle A georet radio statiom whieh
brosdeasta nt irragular intervals in the Jencess dimlect
1z pald to be very popular at Oenca. It is considered that
propaganda 1ssflets =ight be effectively eireulated.

7. Egonomic snd Indusirial Intalligenge. While 1ittle
information hos been availsble to comsular officers under
this heading, industrial productisn is reported to have
boen subatantia’ly impaired through lsek of rav materials
and ineressing transpert difficulties.

‘e. Qiyilien dsfense. Mo systematie sttempt has bees
made to provide sir raid shelters for the eivilian populstion

#1though
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altbough lmprovised shelters are ayailable in some of the
1arger oities. Little has been dons to organize alir raid
precaution and fire righting squads. Ome maske heve not
been distributed, although = 1imited supply 1s undarstood
to be avallable.

9. Prasiige of the Parfy. Sinee the Farty in held
responsible fou the unpepular poliey o ocollaberation with
mMMHtlﬂhmm-dfwmm
defeats sufferad by the Italian foroes, 1ts prestige is
very lew. The prestigs of the Auling Houss has also suf-
fered bensuse of ite fallure to take mny Aetermined stand
against Faseist polieles.

10. Prastice of fhe Services The unsuecessful milie
tary campaigns heve decrensed the prestige of ell branches
of the armed forees, but primary reppensibility for the
situntion 1s placed on the Farty. The navy is reported to
snjoy grester rertlye than the =ray.

11. Main Sengiments and Emotlons af iha Eganle. The
atvilain populition is anathetle gonesrning the outeome of
the war, fesling that Italy has nothing %0 galn regardless
of the outeoms, and war-wearinsss 1s wide-spresd. Thers ls
no popular feeling agalnst the United States, aud the Italian
people, while drending the possibility of Amerisrn eniry inte
the war, have been convineed by their propeganda that 1t will

not
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not cceur. Anti-Deitish feeling was artificially created
and 1s deelining, but there is vide-soresd apprshension
thot Rusela mey be one of the viotorious powers. .

12. Migraticss of Populakdon- Novements of population
in Italy have been limited. Bome Germans have been repatrie
ated to Austris from South Tyrol, and a number of Itelian
laberers heve gone to Germany to find cuployment. BSame
well-to-do families have 1eft their urben homes for the
eountry to rvold danger of bombardment.

17 Shagoals for SWadning Puture Informetion.
Revorting Officers are unable to offer any suggoetlons
ecneerning channels for soquiring future infermntion =nd
polnt out the danger to whish pere-ne vho night agres to
furnieh puch information would be exposed 17 apprehended.

14. Identity of Axis Esppicnage Agents- Fo informntion
i offered in the reports unfer this heading.

15. EBritish Bl-okads: The British bleckade has
indueed n sericus shortage of foodstuffs and vital raw
materinls for industrial purnoses ordinarily ebtained from
oversees pources. Substitute materisls have rroved unwbtias-
faotory, and Italy hss besn wmsble to obtalm reslscements from
the Furcpean comtinment. Loss of oversess exoort uarkets
hanp been offset by armament produstlon and lnoresrcd

European sales. Evasions of the Wockade have heon
insignificant
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ineignificant, but comstal trede in the Adriatis hrs not
been dlsturbed.

18. Osgeral Somagnts- "h'le the ehureh in Ttely
1= recorted to be disereetly oppesed to the Fasolst regims,
the prestigze of the Fope 1s stated to have suffersd through
hig fellure to take & stronger position agelinst Axis
spression.

Eui FBStevenstofn
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TELE GRAM
Rome
Dated July 15, 1941
Rec'd 11130 a.m., 1l6th
Secretary of State,
Washington.

Following from Reed.

"Garman action in permitting the ceccupation of moat
of Greece by Italian troops aroused fury among Oreek
population when first ammounced but the brutal strip-
ping of the country by German troops in the meantime

od publie opinion which now welcomes the Italian
administration as very much the lesser of two evils.
However shortage of food in Greece is already appalling
and the country is faced with wholesale :tnrntinn with-
in next few months unless relief is furnished by occupy-
ing eountries. BShipment of canned milk recently sent
by Italian Government for Oreek population was selzed
Hlﬂu-.n military authorities who are also confiscating

meat for thelir troops and all other exportable
foodstuffs partieularly products of Greek canning im-
mtrr for shipment to Germany. 8tarvation tions
to result in uprisings which may well bae
ur!.m singe Italian military preatige is low in
Oreece and Oreek troops are believed have secreted
mich of thelr military equipment when demobilized,

Considerable troop movements have been noted in
vieinity of Athens ng past few days. These troops
come from Crete which h is learned is being evacuated
by German forces and turned over to Italian oceupation.
Well informed sources in Athens believe that after the
departure of the German troops and planes Crete will
be retaken by the British with aid of the Cretans moast
of whom are reported to be in hiding with thelr weapons.

feel able to deal with Italian troops and if some
British ald is available the recapture of Crete by the
British ssems not impossible.

The German troops pas through Athens understood
they were due for home leave thlﬂh-liﬂfﬂ!ﬂthl{-
are bound for Russia and a considarable amount of dissa
isfaction is r ﬂﬂm;thnlmhtﬂubun:m
mmn t after receipt of their changed

s connsetion D—H. Vogel, Seeretary of
thl Gulln Flnipotml..l.ﬂn Offies informsd me in a
that the present war had assumed
mmmm-mnmtuwmuduhh

PHEILLIPS



HRome
Dated July 15, 1941
Rec'd 1135 p.m., l6th

Secratary of State
Washington

1019, July 15, 7 p.m.

p This is Section Two of Embassy's 1017, July 15,
Pem.

Considerable friction is reported betwean Cerman
and Italian troops in Oreece and & rather heavy shooting
affray occurred o few nights near my house in the
suburb of FFychiko which was o subdued by the use of
a considerable amount of Itallian motorized tqu.lium .
uthmﬁo:n official information is available, it ia
unders that a number of German troops were shot.
Street ineidents between German and Italian officers
are frequently re ad. Although most of Greece with
the exeeption of edonia was turned over to Italian
oceupation by the Germans on June 25, the Germanas had
already sent capable men in various hnmninl and
industrial lines to Oreece to reorganize the principal
financial and industrial enterprises and sequire control-
ling interests in them. These persons are bring their
families and assistants to Athens and a considerable number
of other Germans are also bringing their families to Greece
to avold the inereasing British bombardment of Cermany.
The demand for housing accommodation by the Germans in
Athens 1s so strong that I have even had considerable dif-
fleulty in preserving my own residence. The Greeks are
simply told by the Germans that they must give their
houses although rent is pald in new German credit marks
printed for use in Oreece. In spite of the ostensible
administration of Greece the Italian authorities,
the German plenipotentiary's office still retains control
of supplies of food and gasoline for the diplomatic corps.

It was rnmtg.r-pnrtd that the ocoupying powars
roposed to allow establishment of a Greek Foreign
fice as a suboffice of the new Greek Prime Minister

in Athens but this idea seems to have been given up,

Charles House, temporarily representative of the
American Red Cross in Greece, visited the British
military hospital in Piraeus and reports that the Germans,
who are st in nh:ﬂ of this hospital, fully

ied with the t of the Gemeva Convention and
that British wounded there, who number over two thousand,
have been treated with consideration. It is plamned to
sand them to Austria as their recovery permits. Mr. House
spoke personally to the British medical officer in charge
of the hospital.™

PHILLIPS



Mo, August 9, 1941

Subject: Conditions in the Distriet of Hasburg, Germany.

The Honorable

The Becretary of State,

¥ashington.
8ir;

I have the honor, in compliance with your imstruotion
dated August 1, 1941, and in collaboration with the sub-
ordinate offlcers at my recently olosed office, to submit
the following report on oconditions in the dlstriet of Ham-
burg, Germany, immediately prior to our departure thersfrom
on July 9, 1941;

1. Morale
As to looal military, naval, offieclal and eitizen

morale,
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morale, while this previously had been generally high
ooupled with complete oconfidence in final vistory in the
existing war, thers is nov a oonsiderable lesssning of that
morale, partioularly on the part of the general oltisenry,
because of Germany's inability to achieve the same rapid
and decisive regsults in the Russian oampaign that had
characterized the earlisar invasions of Prance and other
European countiies.

The faotor oausing most impalrment of the morale of
the defense forges la the prospect of a longer war than
the one originally planned. For example, 1% was axtramaly
dlscouraging to medical offigers and internss sarving in
military hospitals in Hamburg in June, 1941, to be advised
by the German outhordtlibe that they must be preparsd %o
serve thelr country for a total perlod of five years. It
is also probable that soms men serving in the naval and
military fighting units are squally depressed. This time
faotor also operates upon oitizen morale. One of the ocom-
mon complaints in Hamburg is that while the German defenae
foroes reportedly have plenty to eat, members of the
oivilian population are living on scant rations even though
th-rmﬂqulﬂauu-nm-unﬁlunprhm- than
in peace time. The shortage of clothing is another ground
for complaint but this faotor ocauses less grumbling than
the food situation. In Hamburg, whers air ralds are fre-
quent, complaints have arisen becauss the oiviliana are
required to spend many nights in air rald shelters with
many persons having air rald protsction duties to perform,
with the resulting unfitness for work during the day-time

perieds.
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pericds. The moat serious complaints, however, ariss
from dsaths or wounds at the front sxperienced by sonas,

husbands and swesthearts of the olvil population.

Means for lowering morale in the Hamburg area shoudd

inolude;
(a) Poras radio and other propaganda to the
effeot that the war will be with a
sonsequent intensiflioatlon o complain®

faotors listed above.

(b) Heavier of Hamburg for slx nighta

in suscession, and the same treatment of o

r

large German oitles, one olty after the other,

2. Bomb Damage

While bomb damage has besn extensive in the Hamburg
distriot, partioularly at the naval base at Kiel which
aven OJermans admit to have besen rulned, the destructive
work in Hamburg has not always been so great as British
propagandiete have claimed., The most sffective British
ralds on Hamburg ooourred during the nights of May 8/9,

9/10, and 11/12, 1541, when the new type of bomb

(four

times as powerful as the old) was dropped sach of these
nights by a Sotal of from seventy to ninety planes

bombarding all seotlons of Hamburg, apparsntly indis-
orizinately, with a loss of from five to twelve British

planes per night. Oesushipg almost three nights

in suo-

osssion, fresh destruotion was causesd before the rulns
of the previous nights ocould be clsared away or fires
sxtinguished. A% Shat time 1t was felt that if such
raids oould have contimued in the sase manner for six
nights in suocoession none of the oitizenry oould have
remained in Hamburg anylonger. During those three raids
the shipyard of Blohm und Yoss was #0 badly damaged that
the laborers oould not return %o work until three days

thersafter. After May 12, 1841, the British air

raids
on
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on Hamburg apparsntly weres made by small foroes conoentra-
ting on the Hamburg shipyards and airfields. Wwhile pri-
vate dwellings near these objectives were also hit, the
rest of Hamburg 414 not appear to suffer much damage,.

It is Alffloult to estimate the present percentage
of unexploded bombs in the Hamburg area, but this 1s sald
to be small, Inm 1940 bombs rather often falled to axplode
but during the past eight or ten months it has only
ccoarionally besn learned that a bomb 414 not explode.
Explosive bombs have caused more damage than ineendiary
bombs in Hamburg although the latter have started a oon-
glderable numbar of fires. The alr rald protection ser-
vices, however, are very efficlently organiszed in Hamburg
and the greater part of the fires bombs are extinguighed
befores they ocan oause much damage. The new bombs used
by the British simee last April have moreeaxplosive powsr
and have oaused wider demolition than those previously
exployed.

3. ¥ital Bombing Targets
The time when bombing would be most accurate would

be durlng the day to snable better aim at military and
transportation objeotives. On the other hand, night
bombing is more damaging to the morale of the population
as it keeps persons awake in often poorly ventilated and
eold alr rald shelters Waus rendering them unfit for pro-
per work the next day on socount of loss of sleep and im-
pairing their health with oolds and other ilinesses ocaught
in the oellars.

The vital bombing targets in Hamburg may be sald to

be
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be the shipyards, airplane and submarine plants im the
free harbor as well as the power plants, railrosly and
rallroad stations.

4. Nealth
From personal observation and information received

from others the German soldlers and sallors appear to be
in & reasonably good state of health. They are tanned,
olear-eyed and full of life, They are sald to recsive
plenty of wholesome food. All are vacoinated against oonm-
tageous dlseases, and much attention is given to the so-
oallesd “typhus® group,

Food defiolencles have not yet had any far resching
effect on the oivilian population, but such defioiencles
are now begimning to have visible results and in the long
run will consbitute an ever inoreasing faotor im under-
mining the health and morale of the aitizeary. Loss of
walght and malnutrition, which are often mentioned and
are even observable, as well as sonstant co@plaints about
Tood deflolencies and dietary inadequacy, tend to corre-
borate the above soncluslons.

Flenty of mediocines are now availabjes for both the
defense foroes and the civiliam population. However,
shorfages of fats, meat, and of fuel and olothing during
the minter months, have tended to impair the health of
the ecivilian population.

6. pBritish Propagands
While British radic propaganda undoubtedly has some
sffeot on the population, espeoially when the brandoast
includes a prograa giving the names of Qerman prisoners
taken
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taken by the British, the results are reduced by the fast
that Germans are forbidden %o listen %o foreign news and
are subject to heavy fines and isphisonment if caught.
This prohibition prevents most listeners from dlscussing
the radic news with friends, any of whom might inform the
authorities as a patriotle duty. Just how many Garmans
listen to the British radio broadomsts, is Aiffioult %o
estimate, but there is reason to bellieve that a consider-
able proportion of the population is doing so secretly.
The reception in Hamburg has proved good from 7:00 a.m.
to B:00 a.m. and alesc in the evening except wioen artifl-
cinl disturbances arranged by the German authorities
affegt receptlon.

Regarding means for improvement in the dlseemination
of the radlo propagandas, the following suggestions are mads:
(a) The announcemente of the names of German
prisoners taken should be supplementad with data
TSoh wok1d pe weraome news for their relatives

in Germany and would cause the latter to listen
to the propaganda more often,

(b) Mora e in should be givem to the activi-
ties of the ted States in giving ald to Great
Britaln toward winning the war, as all Germans
are greatly interssted in what the Unlted States
ie doing mnd gertainly do not want the United
States to enter the war metively.

(e) Late night British broadoasts might be ad-
visable at pressnt time to counteract Oer-
many's propaganda conoe g the Russian oam-
paign. Many Oermans will seoretly listening
in now when the Gersan military machine is ob-
vioualy not making s8 "agoording to plan®.
Moat Oermans have @8 ¥ und medlum wave
radio sets oapable of recelv British Broad-
casting Corporation programs only late at night.

The use of propagands means other than radis 1s
diffiocult in Germany imn view of the total State comtrol
of all motivitiss and the vigilanoe of the Becret Btate

Poliee
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Folios everywhers. Leaflets and other propaganda matter
have been dropped by the British Royal Alr Foroe but very
1ittle of it reaches private hands as the authorities are
always on the lookout and it would be dangerous for any
individuals %o spread such propaganda.

7. KEoomomio and Industrisl Intelligenge
Not in a position to furnish useful information or

oconstrustive comment under this heading.

8. Qivilian Defense

The oivilian defense in Hamburg, while still open %o
improvement, may be considsred effiecient. Publle alr rald
shelters and water reservoirs have been constructed through-
out the oity. Alr rald squads have been trained and as-
signed specific duties throughout the oity and each builld-
ing has its own orev of persons dwelling or working therein.
Orews are on the roofs of bulldings watohing for inecsndliary
bomba which usually are extinguished with sand before they
have time %o do any great damage, although bad fires,
nevertheless, have been experienced from time to time.
Other groups are charged with the duty of getting every-
body into the alr raid shelters. Buckets of water and
paper bags full of sand are placed in all houses and apart-
ments for quick use in extinguishing fires. MNany persons
are trained in first ald setivities. It is compulsory for
oivilians to remain in air raid shelters from the §eginning
to the end of air raids, and 1% 1s estimated that about 90
to 95 peroent of the population in Hamburg go to the shel-
ters as soon as the alarms are sounded. Strange though it
may seem, there is soaroely a olvilian in Hamburg who 1»

equipped
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squipped with a gas mask, Oas masks comprise a part of
the regular squipment of soldiers and sailors, but mo
§as maske are now cbtainable in Hamburg for private indi-
viduals. This may be due to goarolty of raw materials
and apute shortage of labor for the produstion of gas
masks,

9. Prestige of Party and Individusl Party Mesbers

Not in a position to furnish useful information or
construotive comment under this heading.

10. Ersatike of Jervioes and Popularits of Indivitusl

The air servios of the German defense forces enjoys
the most favorable position and is acoorded treatment and
privileges Bot granted to the other branches. It 1s con-
sldered a speoial honor to serve in the alr foroe, and only
the best qualified applicants are mcoepted. A dive-bomber
pilet is sald to recelive Relchsmarks 3000.00 ($1200.00 at
§1.00 equale Relchsmarks 2.50) per month aftar attaining
a presoribed standard of effiolenoy. Generally speaking
all other defense foroes are popular beoause nearly avery
famlly has a son in one or the other. The offlocers come
mostly from the better olass families and usually say they
are not National Soolalists but are solely concernmed with
defending their coumtry from political or sconomio en-
oirolement by Jealous nations. Apologiste for officers
in the defense foroes say the latter are compelled to
fight for Hitler beoause of the oath all officers must
take to the person of the Fushrer and pressurs from the
Beoret State Pollioes to forees officers to fulfill that
oath.

Ir
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1f the above statements are trus, it would follow
that the vulnerability of the average officer could be
reached by;

(a) Appeals to his manhoed, sense of lmr,t#:;'lhi,

g*n 88, ,vith a view to freeing him
remaining a of a up of rasoals who are
making a fool of him & to kesp themselves in
power;

(b l'rgmhln od to him to the
ng-lll on that II:-ﬂ'!.n of 1f Eitler
oould never have remained in powsr sxoept through
A War-time sconomy and war-time military memsures
aotually introduced shortly aftsr the advent to
pover of the National Soolalist Farty;

(o) Intimations that the Fatherland has been
brought into disrepute by the National Soolalist
Farty and 1ts propaganda designed primarily to
deoceive the German people themselves.

11. Maln Sentiments or Emotions of People

B0 far as 1t has been possible to asocertain in
Hamburg the war is aaything but popular in Germany and
most Hamburgers (exeept National Soolialist Party members
and those dependent on the Party for their livelihood)
openly express thelr sarmest hope that the war will soon
be ended. Thus far, most ocltigzens have appeared to be
certaln of Germany's winning the war; they wers somewhat
bevildered when Germany attacked its ally Ruseia and were
at a loss to understand vhat was golng on; however, Shey
no¥ trust that Germany will somehow sventually be vie-
torious in the Russian war, even though 1t may be a long
one,

Regarding the Mmited States, the gensral opiniom in
Hamburg in the past appeared to be that our sountry would
not take an aotive part in the war and that American help
to England had come too late. When the writer left Ger—
many on July @, 1941, howsver, doubts had arisen as to

whether
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whether the United Btates oould be relied upon to avold
actively entering the war on the side of Great Britain:
and this possibllity was viewed with ‘wmonslderable appre-
hension by the population, particularly in the light of
the anti-Amerioan propaganda launched by the German
oontrolled preass.

12. Migrations of Population

There has besn no large somle migration from the
Hamburg consular dlstrioct exocept in the ocases of ohil-
dren evacuated from the Oity of Hamburg and other mem=-
bers of families who have been finanolally able to move
to looalities less exposed to alr ralds. Most of the
eivil pppulation of the naval base of Kiel (about BO,000)
howaver, is sald to have left that town becauss of the
dsstruotion of i%s dwellings. The evasuation from Kial
wad undsrtaken by reason of neosssity and was also
ordered by the German suthorities who, likewlige, or-
dered the evacuation of children from the Oity of Ham-

burg.

13. ghennels fer Obtaining Future Information

Not in position to furnish useful information or
oonstruotive comment under this hesding,

14. Jdentity of Axie Esplonage Agente

In conneotion with the abduction by the German Seoret
Etate FPollee of the two dual oitizenship children of Ameri-
oan Clerk Mre. Aurora Ritter (formerly at Hamburg) while we
wers walting the speclal consular traln at Prankfort, Oer-
many, in July, 1941, 1t came to my attention that her
divorced husband, Major Ritter, was alleged by her to have

been
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been an offlcer in the Secret Servioce of the German Alr
force. He visited the United States in 1536 or 1937,
oultivated German Americans working in American airplane
faotories, visited such fastorles, and made sketohes
therein. Following his visit to Amerioa, he acted in a
similar secret ocapacity in various Buropsan countriss and
later in Afrioa though his exact stations in the warious
oountries oould not be determined by his wife. His full
ohristian names are not remembered but are possibly
*Elaus Haviland®, During July, 1941, he was being treated
in a military hospital in Berlin, having returnsd from
Afrioa slightly wounded. In foreign countriss he could
probably pass as either an Englishman or an American and
would have no difficulty in obtalning from the Germans
either Amsrigan or British bogus passports. Hie ocorreot
full name and such other speoific data as ocould be ob-
tained from his divoroed wife wers supplied to the Berlin
Amsrioan Embassy's repressntative at Frankfort.

15. pritish Rlosksde
From the soareisy of food in Hamburg it would appear

that the British bloockads has besn sucosssful in keeping
overseas food supplies from reaching the olty and, indeed,
prastioally all ocommoditiss. After ths oocoupation of Den-
mark, Holland and Belgium, oonsiderable quantities of food
wers obtained by Germany from these countries, although these
supplies are gradually decreasing due to the moute shortage
of fodder kept out by the British bloockade. Small unimpor-
tant quantities of bananas and dates arrived at Hamburg from
Tunis and the Qamarcons in May snd June, 1841, and ocoocasion-
ally, perhaps two or thres times during the war, Gersan
overseas
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overseas vessels have sucoseded in running the British
blockade and arriving at Hamburg,

16. purther Resarks

In conneotion with suppliss, 1% should be mentioned
that the Netherlands have for all prastiocal purposses be-
come a provings of Qersany sinoe the recent abolition of
oustoms tax formalities between Germany and Holland and
the adoption of the German Relchamark in Holland as &
medium of paysent. Oerman-Dutch oustoms duties wers
abolished in May, 1841, and after that time a business
transaction between Amsterdas and Hamburg, for sxampls,
was performad in the same manner as a desal between Ham-
burg and Berlin by payment in Relohsmarks instead of by
the "olsaring socount" method,

Respeotfully yours,

Alfred R. Thomson
Late Amsrican Qonsul Gensral at Hamburg

ART : EJfM: AN/ rw



SUBJECT:

PARTICIPANTS:

COPIES TO:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
pareMugust 15, 1941.

Conditions in the Hasburg Distriect

Consul Oeneral AlfredR. Thomson
(Formerly at Aasburg and Dresden)

Mr. Stevens, Eu

Nr. Thomson eaphasized the danger caused by the

British night air attacks between May 8 and 12, :I.Mud.
stated that repeated attacks on successive nights were
particularly useful in destroying eiviliasn merale. He
sald that although Kiel had been so severely damaged that
the eivilian population had been svacuated, the naval
base was still in use. Local communications in Hasburg
vere damaged during the raids but rail comsunieations
with other parts of Germany were apparently not seriously
impaired, although train service has been drastically
ourtailed and 1% is necessary to make reservations well
in advance 1f one desires to travel. OCasoline is very
searce at Hamburg and cannot be obtained by oivilians.
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It i» rationed to the military and Party officials and to
forelgn econsuls in charge.

Mr. Thomson stated that there wasUstill asbout 36
foreign career consuls at Hamburg at the time of his de-
parturs. Most of the South American countries are repre-
sented and sppear on the whole to be favorably disposed
toward the British cause. An exeeption is the Colombian
consul who 1s pro-Oerzan.

On the wheole the pepulation at Hamburg is much more
cosmopolitan and less pro-Nazi than at Dresden, Mr. Thom-
son's previous post. He stated that there had been a
heavy influx of population inte Dresden from other parts
of Germany since Dresden is considered to be relatively
safe. The textile industry in the Dresden district is
relatively active in so far as the necessary rav smaterials
are available. Military and export goods receive priority.
Uniforms are confiscated from the armed forees of oceoupied
" oountries and are sent to Oersany to be utilized for the
German army.

Nr. Thomson stated that ® his knowledge the Consulate
Oeneral at Hasburg had never been requested by the Esbasey
at Berlin to purchase basis documents coneerning the or-
ganization and aetivities of the Party.

Eu:FBStevensinjh
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I have the homor to ssknovledge the reseipt of the
Departsent's strictly confidential imstructiom of
August 1, 1941 direoting me to prepare & report om ocon-
ditions im the Cologme comsular distriet.

1 was stationed im Cologme for almest six years.
The distriet 1z perhaps the most impoertant indwstrial
area of Germany, snd borderas om Welland, Belgium, Luxen-
bourg and France. T was aleo statiomed om two previous
assigmeents and for a period of sevem years im Berlinm,
so that, with an assigmsent of two years im Viemna, I
have spent a total of 15 years in the Germsan-speaking
part of Europs.

Ry somtasts im the Fhimeland were largely with the

industrialists, imelwding Nerr Crupp and Werr Thyssen and,
through sy sembership in the Indwetrie Elub of Dusseldorf,
I learned to kmow prastically svery leading industrialist.
The views sxpressed im this report ars bassd on my persomal

observations and ay Alreet comtacte.
Comments
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Comments
1. Mopale.

The pressnt atete of military morale is exosllent.
As Cologme is an inlan? olty T have no knowledge of naval
morale, except by hearsay. Relatives of mem in the naval
foroes show considerably mors anxiety resmecting the
safety of those in the navy, espesinlly of these in sub-
parine units, than is shown respeoting membars of the
army.

Offieial morale is also very gmood but not auite as
high as militery morale. Offinial morsls is less good
tegause of the dlatribution of offigials ovar an sver-
groving area of Europe, so that the homs offices are
weakened , grestly over-vorked, and gonsiderably dscendent
upon new and untrained pereonmel.

0itlzen morale of the Rhimeland, especially of
Cologne, 18 low and, T suppose, the lowest im Germany,
due to the successful and continvous British bosbing
beginning about April 1, 1941. Further ooncentrated
btombing of populous areas, but om a larger soale, will
further lower the morals. There weres no current common
complaints other than the aforestated.

2. [Roub Dgmage.

From May 10, 1940 watil Jaly 8, 1941, the time of
my departure, Cologne had & total of 243 might alarms.
Sinoe the first of May 1941 the raifs averaged approximately
six nights & week. In the Alstrict the greatest damage
was inflioted uwpom the Oclogne area, them, im the order
named, upom Alx-la-Ohapelle, Wuenster, Dortwusd, amd

Duesseldorf.
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Duesseldorf. There were about six daytime ralds but these
caused very 1ittle damage. In general, damage before
April 1, 1941 was very slight. After the imtroduction
of the new and heavy Pritish bombs, up to 500 pounds in
weight, the damage was real. Theres has been, however,
very little damage inflioted wpom imdustry.

The percentage of umexploded bombs before April 1,
1841 was very high--about 50 pereent. Simce the new
bombs have been put inte wse this percentage has ds-
eresased greatly, perhaps to as low as 10 percent of the
total,

Incendiary bowbes have also caused a measurable amount

of damags,
3. Xita) Sombing Targets.

Until May 1, 1941, the primeipal targets seleoted
by the BEritish were industrial plants. Some wers attacked
—_ aw-often as & hunired times, as, for instance, the huge
I. 8, Parben plant at Leverkusen, mear Cologne. About
25 bombs hit the plant But the total Aasage, wp to
July 8, 1941, the day of my departures, was mnot more than
one pereent. T am umble to visualise any real danger
to German industry by British air attack until bombing
capaoity is imoreased a great mamy times, at least fep
times the present capacity. Until this bappens, the
only effeet 1s from se-called "area” bombing of cities,
and them im comsemtrated attacks. To attack 50 oitiss
onoe does mot have a frastion of the effect on the Phine- |
land populatiom g9 & whole as 4o 50 attacks in swocession
on gne eity. Beabing of commwmications and transportatiem
is
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is very important, tut, so far, has been very ineffees-
tual. Tm so far as the effect on morale, and the disle-
cation of leeal transportation and industry are son-
cerned, the best time for bombing is after sldnight and
sspeoially the last houre before dawn. MNest of the
severs raids on Cologme have been on Saturday mights,
fiving thes people a chance to rest om Sumday. This 1s
a mistake. Sunday night raide followed immediatsly by
several more in the suceeeding days would be the best
timing.

Cologne 1s seversly damaged. The total loss of
1ife 1s about 5,000. The nmumber of buildings—mostly
houses—destroyed is about 800-1,000. The destructiem
of historical buildings and seemingly indiscrisimte
boabing has lowered morale as much as has the loss of
1ife. The destructiom of the famous Oathedral would take
the heart out of the people, gomsiderably inorsass their
respeot for the English, and measurably lowsr Gersan faith
in an ultimate victery. Im other words, only ruthless
warfare has any effeet. The total effeet om the morale
of Colegne sinmee it has been bowbed is definite and
measurably very large. But only about 5,000,000 people
of the Rfhineland are thus affected. The rest are not
towched and are not affested in any direet way. The
reason that the Thinelaniers were not preparsd to take
this punishment was that they were convinoed that no
British planes woul? reach thewm.

4. Bealth.
The health of the pepulation im gensral, smd

espeolally that of the army, is asasingly good. There
have
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have been me epidemiss orm--, exoept for an
unusual amount of skinm 8lsorders. There 1s no deficiensy
of medisines, mor food, except fats, But there 1s not

& serious shortage of fate. Clothing 1s adequate but
there is beglaning to be a definite shortage of shoss,
and a serious shortage 1a this article is expeoted by
1042, While there was a shortage of fusl in other rarts
of Germany there was nome in the Rhineland. Thers 1s
bezinning to be a shortage of housing facilities in
Cologne . Many engs ged ocouples are deferring their
marriage becauss of thelr inability to find an empty flat
or house. There is also a real fear of a shortage of
food as the people realize that the rest of Furops has
been stripped bare,

5. Current Rumors.

&, Jepan snd the United States will enter into a
state of war at an oarly date; whigh development will
have the sffest of weakening Oreat Britain.

b. Stalim will capitulate and a Ruesian *Marshal)l
Fetain® will sign a treaty of pesos with Germany.

©. The British Teles will surrender by the spring
of 1p42,

4. The United States vill enter the war amd then
Germany's chances of visning the war will be greatly
impaired,

®. The United States will at the last minmte
Swing back to isolationism.

Rumers a., b., o, ana ®., are offieially inepired,
wvhersas 4. 1s spontanscus.

6. Brisish
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8. Brisish Propagends.

Direet British propaganda, by radie and leaflets,
is very inefficient, the mumber of listeners is almost
=11. T Believe that im Cologne, a oity of 800,000, not
more than 50 peeple listen to the broadossts. The danger
of dlscovery is very great and the penalty 1s a severs
one. As the individual Gersan is a coward, few peepls
take the chance of listening in on a foreign broafoast.
The terror, fostersd by the Oestapo, is imeredibly
effiolent. The system of denunclation has been developed
to perfestion.

The quality of receptiom of British broadcasts was
satisfaetory, There 1# no meams of improving Alssemime-
tion by radio. Leaflet distribution can be imereased
very mush, Only the speeches of Churohill have a chance
of wide diseenimation by radio. I belleve, however, that
there 1s a great opportunity for effective propagands,

7. Ecomemie and Industrisl Istellicence.

Gersan sconomic s industrial intelligence is
amaringly well orgamized and efficient. The central
authorities have the sase history of sach wmit of produe-
tion, begimning with the raw profusts to the fimished
commofiity. A keg of mails, for imstanmce, oan be traced
instantly from the irom ere mime to the strecturs im which
the naile fimally Mesppeared. I am not competenmt to
dieeuse the military and mavel sotivities, but T kmow
something of the air sotivities intelligence service.

The Cologme air astivities office empleys about 2,000 men
and women in 8 howr shifte, collecting, amalyzimg and
utiliding
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utilising information regarding all air sotivities im
the Cologne area. From the time s British plane reaches
Belgium ite course 1s charted uwntil it leaves the
continent, Generally its arrival at the Belgian coast
i# reported in Cologne 45 minutes befors it reaches the
Cologne area.

I am mot able, for lmek of information, te dlsouss
the rest of the cwestions under seotlon 7.

8. Sivilian Defenge.
There is very 1ittle oivilian defense of a military
Jeharaster. PFire fighting, too, is not well organized
and is mot sstablished om a large seals. During the two
miim attacks with imcendiary bowbs, the Cologme fire-
fighting foress failed to fumetlon effisiently., Im
propertien to an American eity of the same sizs the fire
department of Cologne 1s amazimgly small, This is due
to the fast that ordimary dwellings, as well as faetories
and publie buildings, are vastly mere fireproof tham thoss
of the average American oity. The musber of fires in
Cologne in a year are only a small frastiom of the number
im an Aserican oity of comparable size. Bscamss of this
fact the fire-fighting eculpment of Colegme is largely
imadequate wmder air raid conditioms. Inm fast, during
a8 air raid, the fire stations do mot amawer any oalls,
They are on dwty only at important locatioms. Pires in
the residential seotions are dsalt with sxolusively by
eivilian wardens, but withouwt any regular souipment .
The air raid shelters Built prier to 1941, teo, ars
Bot standing uwp satisfactorily under the mew large British
boabs .
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=——— beaba. Wew and better shelters are now in progress of

construotion. Oivilian Aefense arainst incendiary bombs
was totally ineffectual during the first large attask on
March 1, 1941, Sinoe then there has besn an improvement.
All pivilisne are provided with gas masks and at low
gost., Only persons im the upper tax groups pay full price
for the masks, The sasks have to be replased anmually,
and are sffective only for a limited mumber of hours of
use., Civilian tralning in the use of gas masks and in
gaes protestion 1 very thorough, an' imelwdes every

£ person, I Ao not know of any means of impairing ocivilian

Aefense,

® jragiige of Parts vt Pooulerisy of Iatividue) Perty

The prestige of the party is wery high, mot because
of high regard but becauss of respect, due to the party's
achisvemsnts and besauss of the average Garman's resveet
for the use »f ruthleass fores. The popularity of the
leading party mesbers, however, is low--due to their
navly-asguired prosperity, thelr stanfard of liviag, snd
thelr power to rulm any person. The wulnerabllity of the
party and of the lesders lies in exposing the leafders’
standard of living, the sseurity of thelir positioms, and
im exposing the fmot that they have ssrumed many privileges
of high offiece for which they had denounced thelr prede-
osssore.

" praptim ol Servigesam fovleritnafdatizitul
The army enjoys an uhlimited and an umprscsdented
prestige in the country, but very few military officers

r anjoy
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anjoy an ocutstanding prestige. The inmstant an offiser
Sgquires prestige, the publisity somncerning him is
throttled at once. Even letters of congratulation Ao
not reach him,

11. Main Sentiments or Ewetioms of People.

Outside of the immediate bosbed area im the Rhinme-
land, comprizing at the most a population of 5 millien
people, there 1s 1ittle evifence of way waATiness,

Thers vas a short-1ived touch of war weariness in the
“pring when Witler im a speech hinted at the gontimmtion
of the war in 1947, While there 1= a friendly feeling
tovard individual Americans, thers is only a 1ittle respeot
for the United States as a nation. WNeverthaless, there
is & real fear that the United States will enter the war.
The first evidenss of respeot for the Uaited States was
vhen it was positively kmown that the United States re-
fused to feed the Belgians. Tnstances which imereased
such respeot imolwled the sxchange of the 50 orulssrs
for bases, the Lend-Lease Aot and lately, ameng others,
the announced occupation of Teeland. The olosise of the
German Oemsulates im the United States, which latter
Sotion compelled the Germans, much against their own
desires, to elose our Comsulates in Germany, had not

only & bad effeot on German morale but a desidsd sffeet
on their nevly-accuired respect for the United States.
Only definitely hard measures by the United States are
regarded with respect.

The hatred of Russia was not sufficient im any
degree to justify the imvasion of Pussia, The people M4

not
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not need to be told that the cause of the war agaimst
Runeia war the urgent nesd of obtmining grain for the
flerman granaries, which would be empty by the summer

of 1842, an? the need for oll. The war with Rusela 1s
acoepted an?! supported bessuse it 1 regarded as a military
nacessity to wim the war agalnst Oreat Britain.

12, Migraticas of Populstioen.

In the Fhinelan® area, s totel of sbout 500,000
have migrated inlan’ Aue snlely to the alr ralde. WNost
of theee neople came from Cologne, Tuesseldarf, Alx-la-
Chapelle, Dortmund, ®asen an? other eitles of the Puhr,
About 100,000 childAren were ordered out of this distriet
by the authorities long bafore the boabins was serious,
The rest of the evacudes left on their own volitiom im
the spring of this year, shan the hesavy bombing started.
Eanlly one half of the nopulation of Colegme, m oity of
800,000, would leave if 1t were legally possible to do
fo. Tt 18 ageinet the law to leave ome's place of em-
ployment , and the penalty for doing =0 18 very severe.

15. Champels for Obtainime Pytyre Isforsation.

I have no ohanmels of obtaimimg future imformationm,
exoept through two of my foreign comsular colleagues who
remained in Tologne, safd partioularly through the Vatican,
nor 4o T know how to develop comtacts at this Alstanes.

14. Jdensity of Axis Esplonage Agents.

Apong the Axis esplomage agentes im a2llied territories
are nov the white Russian emigrés. The Oerwans trensported
one
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one batch of about 1,000 Yhite Russiane in number

from Franse to Germany for intemsive training. They
passed throush Colegne amd I was able persomally to werify
the report. The Jews are belng trained, sspecially those
vho have families left in Gersany; likewise OGerman-
Americsns in the United States who own property im
Oermany or who expeot to imherit property im Gersany, or
wvho have close relatives there, are all potential camdi-
dates. Likewise many "Aryanised” Jews who are wealthy
have been ocalled imto the service of the Oestapo. But
the bigemet drive at present is smong the Premech, Belgian
and Duteh im the ccouwpled areas. These are the moat
dangerous ones teoday.

15. British Blogkade.

The Pritish bloockade of Germany, Judged from an
industrial point of view, 1a very effective. Oerman im-
porte fros the Omited States, Sowth Amerioa and elsevhers
are practioally negligible, espeeinlly since the loophole
in Russla has been olosed. Exports have continued, how-
aver, in one form or another, uwp to the pressnt., Woet
of the legal exports to the United States during the
last year were shipments of erxpensive medicines, drugs,
fime implements, ot cstera. They wers sent by air mail,
Other shipments wers made via Ruseia and Japan, Ny
Brazilism colleague im Cologme imfarmed we that there
were ulusual amocusts of goeds shipped from Oermany, via

Spaim and Portugal te Prasil.

18. general Cosments.
Indwetrisl profwotion im general 1s mot eurtalled
im
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in any measurable degree by the British bombing. Wot a
2ingle vlant of size or importance im the Rhineland has
been erippled. Ressrves of war supplies, however, show
slgne of the imitlal stage of Aevletion--Aue to the
blockade——and not to the bombing. Thers 1s a huge supply
on hand of anti-airoraft guns with a range up te 1,000
feet, a sufficient supply of gund with & range wp to
8,000 feot, but definitely a marked shortage of gune
with a range up to 10,000 feet. Aix-1a-Chapelle, for
instance, was heavily damaged in one night becauss of
an imsufficlient number of Iﬁ-rnu guns, The Pussian
campaign has thimned out the anti-sireraft defenses.

Thers is & noticesble shortage of oll and gasoline,
lsather, iron--sven ordimary nails are avallable only
Upon redquisition--and food reserves needed for 1947,

Tn o far as the war 1s comcerned there is ne A1 ffer-
enoe between Mari-Osrmane and anti-Magxi Germans, or mo-
called moderate Gersans. To attempt to make a Alstinetion
between these tvo grouns is, im =y opinien, utterly
futile. There are ouite a musber of Gersans who 4o not
want Ritler to win the war and to artablish a Hitlerian
peace, but for all practical purposes there are mo
flermans who favor an out and out military defeat of
Germany,

Although Viee Consul J. Tittredge Vineon was stationsd
in Cologme for omly five weeks, having been in Berlin
the previous year and one-half, he was asked to sollaborate
with m® in the preparatiom of this report and the views

exprenasd
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expressed in 1t represent our gomposite views and

ohasrvations.
Respect fully submitted,

Alfred ¥. Flisforth
Amsrican Comsul Oemeral

| lllt‘!lﬂ:ll



August 8, 194l.

—EERICTIY CONPIDEITIAL.

Subject! Conditlons in the s'luttgl consular district
at the Time of Closing Stuttgart Consulate.

The Honorable

The Seecretary of State,

Washington, D. C,

S8im

I have the honor to refer to the Department's
strietly confidentlal instrustion of August 1, 1941,
and respectfully to set forth below my views upon the
conditions prevalling in the Stuttgart consular district
when the Consulate at Stuttgart was cleosed last month.

1, Morale.

Civilian morsle in the Stuttgart district dropped
to 1ts lowest level several weeks before cur departure
from Germany, Up until then, the Schwablans had been
better off in mearly every respect than the pecple living
in other parts of the country. Until the reid on Mannheim
oarly in May, there had been no important bembings in the
district for over a year and very few alerts. Thers had
been more coal, potatoes, oranges, lemons, and apples,
and last winter it was possible for the better classes
to obteln the varistlons of grass that passed for salad.
The climate in Southwestern Jermany is more moderate,
the general surroundings more pleasant, and because of

trusk
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truck farming in or near the larger cities, the people
are asoustomed to ample supplles of frults and vegetables
in season.

In the begilmning of spring, vegetables, frults, and
berries were seon in the market halls at customary early
soason prices, However, Jjust at the time when these
foodstuffs should have become available for the lower
income brackets, they disappeared completely from market
shelvess The people at [irst attributed this shortage
to the unprecedented cold and wet spring but, shortly
btefore our departure, information was rapidly spreading
that supplies ordinarily destined for consumptlon in
Wurtemmberg were being shipped to the bombed areas and
to Northern Oermany. The market people complalined
bitterly to their customers and were inconsed that even
potatoes were diverted to other channels. This sltuatlon
paturally brought s realization to the phlepgmatlie
Sehwablanas that they would feel the offects of the war
inereasingly and made them wonder for the first time
what "next winter" would be 1like.

During past yeera, the morales of the Schwablans was
affected most by persenal Interesats and declinmed ms these
interests were encroached upom,; The food Llssue was the
vital one before our departure, but clothing shortages,
excossive taxes, and unacoustomed hard labor, particularly
for women, were becoming equal strains on WeAry nerves.

offieial morale first showed signs of uneasiness
after the flight of Pudolf Hesa. However, as long as &
year ago, third-hand reports came to me that Dr. Hjalmar
Sohscht had predisted a breakdown in the eccnomle cystem

and
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and overthrow of the Party during the fall of 1941, He
allsgedly twlee since repsated his prediction mnd this
would seem to confirm the exlstence of en underground
movement. While there is evidence that men in high posi-
tions would welecome a change, I am unable Lo belleve that
this group could even get started before being liquidated
thomselves, This belief is supported by the recent

drive in Southwestern OJermany to eliminate by one method
or another anyone who might possibly bocome prominent

is n new movement.

2. Bomb Damage.

The only damage by bombs in the Stuttgart consular
district of any importance was that caused by a con-
cantrated British rald over Mamnhelm on a Frilday/Saturday
night early in May 1041. According to rellable sources,
the tank factory of Daimler-Pens, which employed over
G000 worimen, and the Helnrich Lanz machine tool factory
were so badly damaged that half of the worlmen in sach
fastory could not be reempleyed at thelr old Jobs for a
period of three to six months, In addition, a flour
mill in Ludwigshafen across the Fhine from Mannheim with
a storage capaclty of over 10,000 tons was reported to
have been complotely destroyed, and one of the larger
research laboratories of the I.0. Farbenindustrie In
the same clty was likewise gutted,

In the raid on Mannheim, the estimated death toll
was placed between BOO amd 1000. The new bombs used by
the British in this rald were supposed to have had lmmense

destruative power, demolishing whole sectlons of blocks.
Faw
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Few duds were found smomg these bombs, and incendlarics
folleowing the explosives caused great ires which
burned several hours. HReports Indlcated that the
destruction of over 50 water malns rendered the water
faollities useless and additlonal chemical sprays had
to be brought from nearby towns to quench the fires,

3. ¥ital Bombing Targets.

Kannheim ne Southwest Cermany's most important rall
eenter with excellent port faellitles snd connectlons
Eo all ports along the whole Ahine river, together with
its comparative importance as a source of machine tools,
is the most vital target for bombing purposes In the
Stuttgart consular diatrict. Next in importancs, but
no where near that of Mannheim, is the city of Stuttgart
which is the largest city in Southwest Germany and the
capltal af Wurttemsbergs The principal objectives here
are the railway system which serves a large areas, the
Aobert Boseh plant (primelpal producer of vital sleckri-
cal equipment for airplanes, trucks, tanks, sutomobiles,
ot cetera), and the Dalmler-Bent factory which manu-
fmotures heavy trucks, armored cars, airplane engines,
and other essential war materisls.

In vlew of the hazards of daylight flights to this
comparatively remote distrlct from British bases, after-
dark raids would be most effective npon targets in the
Stuttgart distrlet, Stuttgart itselr, however, s
extremely difflcult to find after dark because of a low
mist which hangs over the hollow in which the main tar-
gets are losated, Ralds which send the people to their

cellara
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collars and keep them thers are most demorallzing and
effective in reducing productive efficlency.

4+ Health.

The health of the pecple has been adversely affected
by the lagk of sufflolent quantitles of nourlshing food-
stuffs, especially fats, fresh fruits and vegetables,
meats, and milk. Vitamin starvetlon leading to fainting
spells and inability te think and act normally was
gradually becoming a problem. Pulmonary diseases were
inersasing over previous years due to vitemin deficlencies.
No opidemles had broken out during cur stay in Stuttgart
but loeal dectors felt that the population would be sub-
Jeet te the danger of epldemics mext winter L1f the
sltuatlion were not remedied befors then, Little hope
was held for remedial actlom since vitamin tablets and
drugs of many kinds were either imposaible to buy or
wers carefully rationed out upon a dogtor's prescription.

S. Current Rumors.

The only rumors current at the time of our departure
referred to varlous difficultles of Gauleiter Wagner of
Munich, a elose friend of Rudolf Heas, and attempted
assassinations upen the 1ife of Gaulelter Wagner of
Alsage, According to the reports, Oauleiter Wagner of
Alsace had tried to impose German rule upon the Alsstisns
with customary Osrman brutality amd this asctlion allegedly
led to at least three attempts upon his 1ife between
April and June, 1941: Oaulelter Wagner of Munich on
the other hand was supposed to have been Ilmplieated in
the escape of Rudolfl Hess and ascording to some reporta

was
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¥as shot by the Gestape for treascn, This rumor,
however, was denled by sources considered reliable,

6. British Propaganda.

Until shortly after the fall of France, British
mmMmmmumnmwm
sular distriet, Even those Germans sympathetic to the
British cause felt that the defensive propaganda of the
British during their steady retreats on all fronta was
inept and falled to correspond with the facts, Singe
August of last year, however, the cirele of radio
u-hm-mhmunmmum
departure probably over 25 per cemt of the upper classes
were either listening to the British news broadcasts op
were getting thelr information frem friends who did so,
Ordinary worlmen, however, feared the penalties of
listening to news from abroad and sertainly not mere
than & per cent of the lower slasses in the whole district
tock the chance of listenling to foreign broadeasts,

Aadio would meem to be the only efficient means of
mmnmmn—umsmtmﬂ
distrist. The pamphlets dropped by the British on ome
wtnumlmhthumuImuuanh;
lhulﬁlhr_ln#ﬁ-ltﬂnhuuhrmth
pecple arose the next morning.
7+ Eecnonie and Industrial Intelligenmse.

ms—mnumuhmupmm. subject
wers so mmumumumtmmmtu
reliable information sould be gathered, The Robert
Bosch and Daimler-Bens ressarch staffs were reportedly

engaged
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ﬂmlhﬁulwlummurvuimmm
no information ms to the nature of the weapons or the
mathoda to be used in firing them could be obtained.

One source claimed that the I.0, Parbenindustrie had
developed and had produced large quantities of a polsonous
gas far more destruetive than anything theretofore known
but when pressed for detalls scould not elaborate, The
same Informant clalmed that the Germans had used an
"Anti-Oonad" liquid in the food and drink of young
polish men and women which made both sexes sterile,

6+ givilien Defense.

Although the German propaganda machine had steadlly
told the people thtmmmldhu'lhlnimtiu.
the authoritlies In the Stuttgart district irmediately
after the fell of France began extending thelr alr raid
procautionary facilities, Prisoners of war were put to
wark in the fall of 1940 comstrusting an air rald shelter
in the Rathouss square which was still being built when
we left the elty. This shelter ls more than rifty
fest below street level and reportedly will have outlets
mmumwmmm. Gan=
MHMMIMMMM,M
poersons will be provided for in this shelter.

Another shelter being bullt in Stuttgart will run
wnﬂwmummum-mnnm
of 100 to 200 feet for a distance of sbout two miles.
¢mtm¢mmmm-tmuhmu1m.
and should centlmue untll spring or sumser of 1942, It
will have gasproof and bembproof mscomsodations fer over
50,000 people.

The
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The rald on Namnhelm mentlonsd under bomb damage
brought foreefully to the attentiom of the local
suthorities the lnadequacy of thelr fire-fighting
facllities, Immedimtely thereafter, alr rald wardens
wont from house to house cheoking up on the arrangements
made for fire protestion and issuing supplementary
instrustlons to meet the new sonditlons. All large
firms and business houses were required to have a
large number of fire watchers at all times, and to
outfit sach bullding with chemlcal sprays.

The supply of gas masks ren out during the first
days of September 1830, before more than 50 per cent of
the population had been provided for, Since additicnal
rupplies were never brought to the distrlet, it would be
safe to assume that probably 25 to 50 per cenmt of the
people in the Stuttgart district are now without gas
masks.

9, Lrestige of Party.

Lstimates placed the mumber of people unsympathetic
to the Has! party at 70 to BO per cent, yet on publie
coeaslions the percentage in favor of the Party and lts
leaders appearsd to be a solld 100 par cent, Fear
controls the minds of the masses and until this fear can
be minimised or completely eradioated, there oan be no
hope in & revolt of the peopls against thelr oppressors
so long me Oermany does not suffer a crushing defeat on
the battlefleld.

fudolf Hess was the most popular of the leaders in
the Wazl hisrearchy, and the common people hoped that

whan
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whon he flew to Scotland, he would be imstrumental in
bringing about an end to the war, Thelr hopes wore
dashed immedlately by instruetions from Berlin prohibiting
dissussien of the Hess affair,

10+ Erestige of Servicess

The masses in ocur district seem to have placed
thelr entire trust and confidense in the Oermen army
and alr force, snd felt that in so doing they had
relleved themselves of all responsibllity for the progrecs
of the wars This confidence extended to the fighting
forees as a whole rather than %o individual groups of
afflcers.

11, MNain Sentiments.

Since last winter, the most notlceable change in
the peopls has beem an ever-imereasing weariness snd in-
difference to military vietories. The posaibllity of
imerican entry into war was disturbing but only because
umxd“up-lmunundmm of the wars
mmhvmmnmm#mtmtln
with Soviet Fusoia, but were rolieved that the poll-
tical sermectlon between OJermany and Soviet Ruaslas=--never
popular=-was at last clarified. As mews of the Army's
progress eame in, the uneoasiness changed to confidence
that the Wehrmacht and Luftwaffe would omae again mee
them through.

12, Migravioms of Populstion.
mxm-rmundm-mbmm
mmmmw&ﬂ—l-rmmmmm

in
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in Catholle convents and monasteries confiscated by

the Jovermment. Later, children from bombed aress wore
evaguated te a number of resorts in the Schwablsn

Alpa, and this migratory movement was contimiing at

the time of our departure. Estimates placed the number
of repatriated Dessarablans at sbout 5,000, and the
number of evasuatod children at 18,000 to 20,000,

13, gchamnels of Information.

The most relliable sontact, but cne that must be

held in the STRICTEST CONPIDENCE, is

was the founder of the Deutsohos Auslands-Institut of
Stuttgart, and was head of the Stuttgarter Helchslandsend-
or at the time the Wasl party came Into power. He had
connections with several leading Britlsh statesmen and

had been very friendly with 5ir Johm Rieth. m

i» married to an Englishwomsn, and is pro-Dritish in
sentiment., He has never belonged to any politieal party
and when he refused to cooperate with the new regime,

he was severely beaten In his home and was dlvested of

all potentlally dangerous positions. Although always
under survelllance, he was leoft alone until three months
ago when he was called to the Oestapo en trumped-up
charges, The case sgelnst him was otill pending at the
closs of the Consulate in Stuttgert, Lt, Commander Flhl
of the muumm,m-t-n

Dre Nokener's home in Friedrichshafen, could renew

contast with hims Again I desire to stress that
_u- mist be held in the STRICTEST CONPIDENCE,
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14, Identity of Axls Agents.
I have no informatlen on thils subjeat.

15, Beitish Elockade.

In the beginning of the war, the Oermans had stoeks
to oarry them through for quite some time. These were
later added to by the systematlec plunder of cccupled
gountries which grestly offset the effectiveness of
the British blockade, However, the resl effeoect of the
btlockade began to be felt first in the spring of this
year, and the mesessity to replenish Jerman stocks
became vitel, Ohould these supplies not be forthcoming
from continsntal countries, the Eritish blockade will be
a sericus handieap to Oermany and will play an increas-
tngly important part in winnlng the war for the Allies,

Respectfully yours, .



August 7, 194l.

The Homoruble
The Seoretary of State
Fashingten, D. O.

8ir:

I have the honor %o moknowledge the receipt of
the Department's unnumbered striotly confidential
instruotion dated August 1, 1941, enclosing a memeran-
dum concerning conditions in the Bremen consular distrist,

In collaboration with Viee Consul Franois 4. Lans
the following is submitted:

1. Mersls

I bave no information concerning military, oaval
and offioial morsles as sush.

The morale of the oivilian populstion in Bremen may
best be desoribed as apathetio. The pecple wers led %o
expect & shors wear and as the svidence .u_hiu that
i% is likely %o be of unoertain duration with an sver
widsning area of cperations their assurance of ultimate
viotory becomes less certain im spite of the faot that
Oesrmany has as yet not suffered anmy serious setback in
the fisld of military operatioms. It is well known that
Bremen has the reputation of being libersl in its generml
ssntiments and long before the war they were called”Britens".

¥hile
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While there is undoubtedly some enthusisstio Nasi
support there, it is mot sasily diseeraible. Various
estimates place such sentiment at from 20 paresnt %o
40 peroent of the populatiom. In few instanoess have I
nturnimnnlummhtmtw.l
i.llhlllllﬂlhﬂluﬂltﬂﬂlthmﬁ tve
put Vies Oonsul Lane who has a far wider knowledge of
Bremen is of the opiniom that pro-Hasi ssntiment is
nearer 50 peroent and that as the population is ooming
$o realize that its destinies are Sied up with the exist-
ing regime this percentage is on the inoreass. We both
rmmtmhumr—uuuuutlmhuu
lowersd until Germany suffers at leas} one major defeat
in an important military aresa, & sericus shorsage of food,
{whioh was mot {n evidence at the time of departure) or
large numbers of casualtiss sither in the field or by
serious bombing. However here again there is snsuffioient
mmhmiw“mlmhu
assumption. Although the religlous problem in the
distriod was a live one before the war, since the out-
break of hostilities this question has been allowed %o
subside and apparently little or mo attempt has been
mads to influsnce pecple in thelr religious conviotions.
This applies alike to Protestants and Catholics.
2. Jemb Demage
mmtntmmm‘rmu-mm
in the harbor where shipbuilding is concentrated but
H‘hlﬂllﬂ‘tﬁ!—hplﬂihllrlllnl
snclosurs and olosed %o the public this camnch be verified.

Unquestionably
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Unquesticnably some demage has been done according to
syswitness reports recelved but the sxtent is not known.
So far as the residential and business ares is concerned
bomb demage has inoreased but although a fairly large
number of buildings and houses numbaring arcund 1,800
bave bean seriocusly damaged or destroyed, this has not
seriously affected the morale or the appearance of the
oity and it 1s not belisved that it has besn of military
importance. While several faotories and plants af
military importance have beem hit, sc far as oan be learnsd
this 414 not prevent the stoppags of work for mors than a
day or two at the moat., In one instange a Hollapder
smployed at the Fooke=Wulff airplane assembly plant in-
formed me that although the plant was damaged work oon-
tinusd without interruption. No information is svailable
as to the extent of damage osused by the new bombs but
thay are belisved to be more sffective. The percentage
of unexploded bembs is mot kmown but according to rumors
it 1s reported to be high.

5. Yitel bombing targets.

Aside from the obvious importance of ocentinuing
attacks on the Il.t'bﬂ'.ll.'ll feoilities, and industrial
plants whioh have already been subjected to merial ralds
the Dreyer Bridge looated approximately 5 miles southemst
of Bremen is & vital conneoting link with Westphalia snd
the Rhineland, and if destroyed should affect imporsant
communications with the town. Ia the City iteell there
are four bridges, which are approximately in the oenter
of the town and if destroyed or sericusly damaged would
undoubtedly disrupt the traffic for some %ime both as

regards
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Fegards oity and road trensportation with the sntire
distriot. 1In sddition this would undoubtedly have an
effeot on morale. Aside from the foregoing and so far
&8 morale is conoerned,the osnter of the town with its
business and shopping district, but espeocinlly the
main railrosd station pressnts the most likely target
and inoidentally would result in & minimum loss of

life due to the faot that it is surrounded by a large
plaza and is not a residentisl seetionm. While night
bombing may result in the least loss of planes, bombing
by day would undoubtedly result in greater disruption of
production, and if erfeotive would undoubtedly be more
impressiw.

4. Health

From all the informstion available I am completely
satisfied that the armed foroes are so well fed that
there can be no question with regsrd to their gemeral
health. In many instences I have known of food being
sent by men in the foroes %o their families.

With regard to the oivilian pepulaticn, while there
has been & redustion in the amount of feod consumed, the
rationing system is working so satisfaotorily thet there
is nothing to indicate from genersl observation that the
health of the population bas in amy way suffersd. Meeting
the people in publioc plaoces, one is impressed by tis ir
appearance of good health. BSo far as is known there is
no shortage of medieine although some artioles have been
more or less restrioVed, such as ilodine, alocholio and
similar preparations. Dus to the shortage o fats,

medioinal
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medioinal preparaticns composed of this ingredisnt
bhave likewise besn restrioted, but se far as is known,
satisfaotory substitutes for sll of these are obtaimable.
Dus to Bremen's favorable position near the sea and
a farming distriet, there has been no serious shortage
of focdatuffs. Ino season plenty of fish has besn avail-
able and fruites and vegetables as ordinarily available
in normal times have likewise been cbtainable. The ration-
ing restriotions on fats and meats are felt more than
a1l other food restrictions, but hare again it is mot
believed that these have been such as %o affect the
health or the marale of the general population. Naturelly
there has been & certain amount of grumbling but not of
anything like sericus complaints. I% should be rememis red
that Eremen is largely s transfer point and a considerabls
pumber of the population is olassified as "heavy workers"
sntitled to extra rations. Many families in Eremen and
vieinity were receiving extra food pareels through friends
apd relatives in the United Btates, but whether the loss
of this is likely to make any difference is questionable.
Although the purchase of clothing is restrioted in
common with the rest of Germany there was no indication
that this adversely affested the health or general
appearance of the man in the strest.
puring the winter of 1939 - 1940, dus to transporta-
tion diffioultiess there was a shortage of ooke, tl fuel
mostly used in Bremen for heating. However, this
problem was owreome during the following spring and
summer when householders were required to stook up for
the winter's needs and while there wers some restristions,

on the
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on the whole all necessary requirements wers met
during the lsst winter.

Before the cutbreak of war thers was & housing
shortage in Bremen and this bas continued, and there
bas been only a limited amount of new construction.

It is not believed however, that this shortage is
serious, and with the exception of the evacuation of
ehildren on other grounds, it is not known that thers
has been any evaouation besauss of housing shortage
oaused by bombing.

8. Qurrent rumors

Bafores ths outbreak of hostilities with Russia
thers wers persistent rumors that, oo the one hand
Bussia was about to enter the ixis aotively, and on
ths other, thet large nmmbsra of troups were being con-
asntrated on the German-Russian frontler by both
sountries in antloipation of war., The invaslen of
England still scotinues as & speoulative rumor, but
more and more this is being relegated tc the baskground.
There is, of sourse, constant talk ccnoerning the
posaibility of the United States satering the war.
Finally, the possibility of peace negotlations with
Orest Britein tealkes every ilmaginable fomm ineluding
an alliance against Rusais.

6. Eritish propaganda.

The disssmisation of leaflets by Dritish planes
was oconsidered toc have bean highly inaffective nnd thome
who cczmented were derisiw. Nothing is kmown oonserning
the effect on the population of British broadossts in
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German dus to the severe penalties involved for listen-
ing.

Boonuse most news published or broadesst by tie
OGerman authorities is ususlly delayed, it is important
thet emy news broadvast to Germany be prompt and re-
lisble. Xvery effort should be made to oheok earefully
fews purporting to ocome from Germany concerning damage
done and discoantent there sinoe it is a simple matter
for a German, for exsmple in Eremen, to verify for him-
solf whether or not the center of Bremen has been oom-
pletely destroyed. Suoch stories completely salliry
any faith thot even a disccntented Cerman may have in
the reliability of British broadossts. Aside from the
foregoing the question arises as %o whether threats or
promises are more likely to have the desired effeot
upon Cerman morale. I belisve that the former may be
immediately dismissed as being ineffeotive. In consider-
ing the question of promises they should bs couched in
language to impress the hearer with the likelihood that
they will be ocarried ocut. This, brosdly spesking, in-
volves the whole question of war aims. Neverthelsss,

I am firmly eonvinoed that it is time for Oseat Brisain
to deolds to what extent 1t is intended to penalisze the
Gorman pecple at the termination of the war. A fraok
statement concerning the measures to be taken, even
though severe, if they are of a military nature and do
not iavelve esconcmio or other measures whioh would
affeot the livelihood of the ordimery man, would, it is
balisved, make a strong impression. So long as this is
not dons the ordinary man is bound to feel that with
the defeat of Oermany his means of a livelibood would
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ba destroyed. No propagande which does not take this
into sooount, is, in my opinion, likely to be sucosssful.
7. Hsenomie spd industrisl iutelligence

No informatlion available.
8. Qivilian defense.

Bo far as may be detomined fire fighting in Bremen
has been sxpeditious and effective 2nd is so considered
by the public. The construction o publioc air raid
shelters at the time of my departure was far behind
sohedule but several had besn completed. On the whols
the shelters in in&huﬁl houses are satisfectory.
Frovision has been made for sxira suppcrt by prope in
thoss rooms devoted to air raid shelters. Most casualtiss
oogurred where peopls failed to go into shelters ar where
they were living in houses without oellars. Generally
apeaking, very littls stress has been placed oo gas
masks. As & matter of fmot, this appears to be & dead
letter. No suggestions oan be made for impairing
oivilian defense.

Generally specking, Ooering is the most popular
of all party offioisls snd with all alasses. Very little
is known about Hess but his flight to Englend oreated
a feeling of uncertainty with regard to party dependability.
Gne hears relatively little ccmment about Hitler. The
gentinued sucessses of the German foroes are attributed
to him and while the war is not popular his prestige
has not apparently suffered and among some it has inm-
orscsed, Gosbbsls is on the whole mot liked and while
full faith is given to the High Command reports, very

1little
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1ittle faith 1s placed in thoss apparsntly soming

from his ministry. Sinoe the Hess arfair the general
reputatica of the party has suffered and the prestige

of the Army has inoressed proportionately. This is
shown by rumors that with the termination of the war,

or beoause of any satback, the party in its present form
would give way to some form of governmsnt olosely
affilisted with the military.

10, M—MW

The services stend very high in publio opinion
and every German is exceedingly proud of what they have
fcoomplished. They also seem to have a bigh regerd for
the military and nawal lesders and apparently deo not
donsider them se being polifioally motivated.

11. Main sentiments or emotions of peeple.

Although the war is not popular in Germany the
point has mot baen reached whers one oan speak of war
wedriness. s previously stated this will depend upon
the extent of Lardships whioh the people may be called
upon %o endure. 4mong those who know Ameriocs tlere s
& feeling that our entry into thewar would be dsoisive.
On the other hand, the large mass of tie population
knows little or nothing about the United States and is
inolined therefore %o mooept German propagenda o neern-
iag our country and our strength. Very few if any
favor the $ie-up with Italy or Japen. The former they
are inalined to despise, the latter to dislike begause
they are sc alien and therefore not trustworthy. While
the paot with Russia was weloomed solely besouse it

appeared
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appeared to assure Cermany's sastern frontisr, it was
not popular. The feeling toward thet ooumt ry add its
pecple is a mixture of fesr and hatred beonuse 1t is
felt that Germany would never be in & position to depend
upen her assistanoe and thet she would etteck Cermmny
&t the most favoresble moment. As & matter of faot this
mey b8 soid not only of Russim, but of Itely and Japan,
The feoling is that Germany, while allégedly concorned
with the fate of the "white rmce”, is apperently choosing
allies in the opposite oump.

12, Migrations of populafjon
Beosuse of the bombing ohildren, and mothers with

babies, have been evmouated from Bremen since esrly im
the present year. In addition, thoae who were in a
position to do so have moved %o small towns and villsges
in the immediate vicinity, taking smsll houses, rooms

in hotels, ions and farm houses wherever possible. Many
have moved their housshold effects and those who could
do so have stored their valuables in bank vaults. This
necessarily has affected only a small part of the adult
population as only those with means wers in a position
%o move., It is sstimated that approximately 70% of all
ehildren under 14 years of age have beon evaouated from
Hremen.

13. Ghanpels for obteining future information.

o information available.

4. Jdentity of ixis esplonsge sgente

Fe informstion svailable.

15, BrAtish blooksde

NHo information available.

1¢. Remarks
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16. Remarks
Summarizing the situation in Bremen it may be

stated that elthough 1t ism one of the least pro-iagi
distriote in Gormsny mad while the war is mot popular
there are no signe as yot of pepular discontent,
dbsther this would ccour under great bardship is
debatable. Given a popular csuss I am sstisfied

that the north Germon would stand the strain as well
&8 the Oritisher. While th populsr cause does not
sesm to exist, thtluurmamlrrlluuﬂu
with the present regime that this EAY BOTVE &8 &
substitute. In the light of the foregoing I belisve
that no one is warrented in antiolpating & concerted
oppasition in Germany. If howsver, such an svent
should oceur it would find its seeda in the attitude
of the women there who unquestionably are mors in-
dependent and more outspoken in their oriticism than
the men, who are more mcoustomed to mervile obadienoce,

Very truly yours,
ofes?

ﬂﬂrhw
Qonsul

In triplioate,



August 7, 1941,

SERIOTHE-CORFIRENT IAE

Subjeet: Conditions in the Leipzlg Consular District.

The Honorable
Tha Seeretary of State,
Washingtom, D. C.
3ir:

I have the henor, in compliance with the Department 's
strictly confidentisl instructlon of August 1, 1941, to
submit the following lnformation avallable to me and %o
my subordinate officers (Comsul Rebert L. Duell snd
Vice Consul Paul M, Dutke) on cenditlons in the Consular
District of Leipsig, Oermany, contalning about 7,000,000
people.

1. Morale. The Leipsig Comsular District, belng
inlend, eentains no naval station and, far removed [rom
combat aress, has relatively small forees in garrlioon.
Ellitary personnel is confined primarily to units in
training camps, war prisons, and at anti-aircraft statlons,
The morale of the armed forces appeared satisfactory,
tut thers was a marked absence of enthusiasm over the
campaign against Russia, and there were indications of
growing war-weariness. The troops in the Leipeig Distrilet,
chiefly on garrison duty, receive the same rations as
eiyilians and both olasses frequently complain of the

inadequaey
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inadequacy of nourishing food, especlally animal fats
and frulte.

The morale of the offlcilalas 1z catenalbly satis-
factory but that of the oivillan populatlon shows slgns
of deterloratlion,due to (1) the unexpected duration of
the war, (2) inoreased diffioultles in precuring food
and drink, (3) anticlpated worsening of the food and
fuel supply during the coming winter, and (4) anxlety
lest the Russien campaign, instesd of sugmenting Cerman
food rations, may ourtall supplies to clvillans. Clvillan
morale is especially being lewered by a growlag lmow-
ledge of inereased Americsn ald to Britaln and snxlety
lest the United States enter the wars

=l

2, Domb Damage. There have been few air raids,
and relatively little damage from bombing in the dlatrlet.
The only important exceptlon was the reported destruction
of & few units in the extensive Leuna Werke, cne of
Germany's largest synthetle gasoline planta. leductlon
of output in this extensive plant, however, was only
slightly delayed by bombing which ccourped chlefly during
1940+ There were fow attacks In 1941.

The important oities of the Leipzig Distrlct contain
fow visible signes of bombing damage.

3+ Yital Bombing Tergets. The most vital bembing
targets in the Leipeig District are the Leuna Werke, the

rallway junctions, statioms, and yarde at Lelipzlg, Halle,
Erfurt and Magdeburg, and the power statlions in there
eitles and at BShlen, Bembing by day would be more
effective than by night because of grester sccuracy and
incronsed
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inoreased interference with eivilian astivitisa,

4. llealth., The health of the population, ineluding
the armed forces, in the Leipsig District, ls still
good desplte growing deficlency in quantity snd verlety
of food supplies. There have been mo epidemice., The
"gommon cold" was due in part to lack of protective food.
Serlous shortages of food are limlted to a few types
such as fresh fruit. There ir also m lagk of fuel for
heating dwellings.

S5e Current Rumers. Nothing to report,

8. Pritish Propagands. There 1s no way of asger-
talning the extent of llsteming to British broadoasts.
Probably only one pereent of the population listens to
snti=Axis brosdcasts in vlew of the heavy penaltien
imposed, The quality of the reception is very good for
short-wave broadeasts ln Oerman from London.

Means other than radlc broadeasts for disseminating
propagands might include the dropping of leaflets iIn
German over densely populated areass Such leaflets might
reach people who do mot listen to broadeasts.

7. Economie and Industrisl Intelligencc. Nothing
“M'-"-

8. Civilien Defense. Speclal precautlons have
been taken to cope with exploalve, incendlary and gas
bombs, and to educate the population in defense agalnat
asrial attacks, but these measures have never been put
to a severe test in any part of the Lelpsig Distrlet

and
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and, therefore, thelr edequacy cannot bo determined,
Elaborate public and private alr-patd sheltars have
been and are belng erected, esspeclally near rallway
atatlons, in sntleipation of increasingly sharp raldas,

O+ Irestige of Perty snd Pepulsrity of Individusl

Party Members, The prestige of the Party has been high,
except among the latellectual, conservative, and
poraccuted clusser, but has boen impailred even in the
ayes ﬂrm;mummlu of the campalgn
agalnst fussia, and by fear of the existence of dis-
senslon wmong Party leaders as demonstrated by the dis-
affection of Mudoll Heas,

The individual Party chiefs are not held in high
estoem by the educated classes becsuse of a realization
of thelr lack of statesmanship and integrity. Many
active Naris are former hack politiclans who have no
eonspleucus qualifications or good record of sorvice,

10. [Erestige of Services and Popularity of
Individusl Officers. All of the armed forces onjoy high

prestige, especially the Luftwaffe,

Among the high Party leaders, Goebbels 1s detented,
mmhwb:mtmh s a hero and is
possibly in as high esteem as Hitler,

1. ¥ain Sentiments or imotions of Peopls. The
general public is decidedly apathetiec to the contlnuance
ﬂthmﬂwrnmhmuht-nr-r“w-
able to Oermany. There is much anxiety lest emtrance
ammmmh-mmmwmmu:n

prolongatien,
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prolengation, and also fear that such setion would bring
th-ulﬂ.-hdlrutntﬂw-n;. There 1s mo evidence
of hatred of Russis, but there 1s a confident belief
lutma-m:atmhrutuuuqrm- is
inevitable,

12 Migrations of Population. In the Leipsis

District there has been ne exodus of civilians, but

uuhu:t-umumﬂnrm-mrmtumunm
and the fuhr, becauss of bombing, end from Western Foland,
due to room being made fop Baltio German evacudes.

13. chemnels for Obtaining Puture Information.

The only means of obtaining information from the Leipaig
District henceforth would appear to be from our own
Embasay or from the Argentine Embasay or the Swiss Legn-
tion in Perlin, since the only consular officers of
eareer in Leipeig, exgept Itallan, are the Argentine and
Swiss,

14+ ldentity of Axis Esplonage Asents. Mo tnfor-

mation,

1%+ Beitieh Blockade. The British blockece

mtllhmnnﬂ'—naputhmrm
Hfﬂamm.mmmn and raw
materials sueh as eotton and wool,
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to the Oermans, who interpreted it as the first definite
indication of the probable early emtry of the United
States into the war,

fleliglous Persecution. At Leipszig members of the
Christian Selence Church were in June startled to learn
that many of their lemders, German oltizens, were
arrested without any assigned reason, Some neutrals
considered this move ma a retaliation against Rudelf
Hess, whose parents mwre stated to be Christian Scientists.

In the general Christian field, the clergy are not
admitted to hospitals for visits om a voluntery basis.
They must now present evidence that the patient has
requested a vislt.

German Christlans wore oncouraged in Jume 1541 when,
for the first time during the war, the Catholic elergy
Hldlnthpﬂlplil_hlntilmdhrthlﬂim
hierarchy against wrongs done to the Church and its
mombers .

The protest included recltal of elesing of Parochial
schools, sonfiseation or assumption of possession of
numercus monastarles, and direct restriction of hours
of service.

No Church may announce services by bell before
1 pems following s night of local air ralds, Eoreover,
services following such attacks may not begin belfore
10 a.ms, even on l-lg.

Although Christians may expect further restrictions
u'pu religlous services should the Oermans lose the war,

therae
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there may be still more drastic metion if Germany 1s

vieterious.
Respeetfully yours,

Edward A. Dow
Americen Consul General
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Memorandum of Conversation
pate; Magust §, 1941,
SUBJECT: Conditions in the Leipzig District.
. . Consul General Edwar: A Dow
PARTICIPANTS; lrurltrlr at Leinzig)
Mr. Stevens, Eu

COPIES TO:

Mr. Dow wes questioned coneerning the purchase of
publications through the fire of Harrassowitz at Leipzig.
He stated that Horrassowits was n rerutable and well-
known book firam and that 1t represented many American
institutions, private as well ae offieial, in procuring
publications from Germany. He stated thet he had placed
& nusber of orders with the firs in aceordance with the
Department's inetruetions on behalf of other agencles of
the Oovernment, but added that he had never been requested
by the Eabasey at Berlin to order publiestions on behalf
of the Departaent itself.

¥r. Dow emphasized that British bosbing damage in
the Lelpzig distriot had lﬂﬂm and stated that

so
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utunhmﬂht-m&mnulrlnrr-u

rropertion of the population listened to Britisgh Lroad-
casts and that the gencral tendency was to diseount

thes because of their lnasoursey eonaerning eonditlons
in Germany. He stated that & considerable nusber of
rersons had been moved frosm the annexed Pellsh territoriss
to the Lelpzig distriet in order te make room for re-
petriates from Esstern Burope, but that se far as he had
t_nn aple to sbaerve there was no ressntment againat
these ateps and the newoomers werse belng absorbed in

industry and agriculture.

EurFBstevensia)h



August 8, 1941

SERIOTLY- QONFIPENFIAL

The Honorsble

The Secretary of State,

Washington, D. 0.
Bir:

In complisnce with the request contained in
instruotion dated August 1, 1941, I have the homor to
report on conditions im Bavaria.

1. Norals. The morale of the armed foroes stationed
ulnuum-flnummlmupu. The
enlisted man is well fﬂlﬂhllnlll uniforsed. He
hlnn-«u-ul;d‘lu-u—mul to be exesllent.
l-ﬂuh-ulthtmhr_lulhﬂmhlu
H—ﬂ-mﬂum-lmmulntu.
Of more imsediate moment to himself 1s the oiroumstance
that the attitude of the lower ranking effisers with
Ii—m-uuulnt-lunmuﬂl-u
l—tlultmuullln-ln;. Furthermore {and
-r-ru-upmm.lt-l-uuum;umum-
GARpalgn after campaign. It is hardly te be sxpested
mrtwmmnunrm—qrmum
troops.

The morale of the eivilianm population has suffered

somevhat
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semevhat wnder the iaflwende of sevaral developmentis.
The redustion of the seat ratica om Jume 1 from 000 grams
%0 400 grams per week was distimetly not weleomed. Knmow-
ledge that further redustion is almest Lnevitable does
sot sause the Bavariesn to be sors ehesrful. But even
sore dlsturbing te him Ls the sharp redustios im the
qUARSLLY of beer allotted sseh week to restaurants sad
Anns; and the comsequent ewrtailment of "open’ hours at
bis faverite drinking plass. To the besr-loviag Bavarian
this sane a8 a very real shook and it has givem rise %o
videspresd ead artisulste dissatisfactliea. Shertages ia
sserss of limes of sonsumer's geods, ineluding swed small
Atems as mewdles and thread, have alseo led te eonsiderable
. .Amother fastor in the situaticm is the persseution
of the Oatholle Ohured whish, after a long lumll, was
resumed lash winter with a new fereeity. The less of the
major part of the resaining revemus of the Ghwreh is
threatensd by the refusal of the Bavarias Government to
sontisus to sollest it whem the Btate taxes are sollescted
in the sutwsn. The Chureh hopes that it will be permitted
to sollest this ehureh tax through Lts own ergani:atioa,
but at the time that I left Mumieh it had reseived neo
assurane® that permissien weuld be granted. Is addition
to this blow aimed at the finamses of the Chureh, the
Bavariss sutherities have slesed ia recent moaths a
eonsiderable musber of semvenss (all Catholie sehools
had
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had proviously been closed), have instruocted the heads
of all schools receiving funds of any kind from the Btate
that all crusifizes are to be removed from class rooms,
have refused to permit girls to tralm as nurses im the
Catholic Bieterhoods, and have instituted among the
youth a campalgn designed to undermine the prestige and
position of the Catholle olergy. To the devout Bavarian
these measures have been profoundly disturbing, as slso
were, in another field, the so-called merey slaylmgs of
last winter.

If it were poeseible to convinoe the Bavarian people
that the Church will either dlsappear or else survive as
a mere shell of ite former self if the war continues for
another ysar or two; that the blookade will become
increasingly effective and that Oermany will find 1t
imposelble to organize effeotively the economy of
Europe, thereby leading to continuing and inoreasing
privation, I think it highly probable that morale would
be lowered. I am inclined to doubt, however, that it
would reagh the breaking point withim the foresesable
future, even if bombing ralds were greatly intensified.

2. Bomb Damage. PBavaris is not sufficiently indus-
trialized to command the attentlon of & belligerent who
is compelled to consider carefully how his limited number
of planes can be used to the best advantage. MNunich has
besn bombed only eight times; twice by the French and six
times by the British. HNome of the reids wes heavy, and

all
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all available information indicates that dasage was slight.
Augsburg wvas bombed five or six times to my kmowledge,
but there also the damage was inconsiderable.

3. Yitel Bosbing Targets. Since a very sonslderable
volume of traffis to and from the Erenner passes through
Munish, my colleagues and I have more than oneoe wondered
vhy the Munich rallway net had mnot been heavily bombed.
The answer seemed to be that the Eritish are well aware
of thes importance of Munieh im thlis comnneetion but that
they had not found it desirable to stage a heavy raid
as long as many sore lmportant polmts requlired attentlon.
This view was oonfirmed by an of floer of the Eritish
Legation in Lisbomn with whom I disoussed the matter on
July B6.

4. Healgth- The health of the olvilian population
and of the armed forees ls good. Thers was last winter
an epldemic of grippe in & mild form. Dootors and mursess
employed in military and in eivilian hospitals state that
there 1# no shortage of medloines. The head of the large
military hosplital in Frelsing voluntesrsd the statsment
that never had he seen a hospital better or "more rishly*
supplied with pharsaseutiocals, and he imsisted that I take
& look for myself.

Although the armsd foress are reported to ba well
fed, there oan be no doubt that eivilians do not have a
wall balanoed diet. Furthersers, persons who are doing
heavy work find the rations inadequate for the maintenance

of
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of normal stremgth. This is observable by any resldent

of Germany who has cooaslon to watoh frelght being handled

at & rallway station, or to move his housshold effesata.
But the dlet of the average persom is not suffislently
belov requirements to permit the layman te notloe any
appreciable change in appearanse. The middle-nged
Bavarisn's paunch may not bulge as alarmingly as 1t 4i4
& year or two ago, but his color #till is good and he
carries himself well. Ohildren are still alert and full
of energy, lfnncmmu-tmhnﬂu—l
at thelr interminsble Hitler Jugend &rills. But medical
Een are reported to have found signs of the beginning
or-unruu-—-un—nrumunnmrnn
investigated, and to fear that if the present or a
redused ration is givenm for a long period malmutrition
Eay become a danger.
h-mur-uw-hnumunnru
departure from Munioh wers in fats, milk, potatoes and

onlons. n-lutmw-lﬂﬂmlmrlulim.

Egges and meat have always besn obtalnable in the amountas
permitted by the ratloning system. Ocod fish is almost
umobtainable, but thers are sdequate supplies of the
inferior varistiss. Blask bread, formerly appetising
and vholesome, has been transformed into a stieky and
thoroughly nasty produst by the introdustiom of barley.
Condiments have almost Alsappearsd from the market.
Clothing is obtainable, but only im the rigidly
rationed
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rationsd quantities. Becsuse the permlssible annual pur-
chases are s0 small, & system of barter has grown up; an
old dress for ocertain undergarments, a palr of trousers
for a coat, ete. Parents of children are hard put to 1t
to keep thelr youngaters in shoes of the proper size, for
growing fest will not walt upen the ratlionlng system's
timetable. To sum up the elothing eituation I may say
that any person who is about te prossed to a Toreigm
country where he can replenlsh his wardrobe 1a besleged
by friends who beg that as a tremendous faver he sell
them any artlele of olothing whioh he does not absolutely
requirs.

There has been no shortage of fuwel im Bavaria within
the limits of the fairly liberal ratloning system. Tharse
was considerable suffering in the severs winter of 1938-
1640 but this resulted from extresely heavy snows whish
impeded deliveries. Oocal and soke were at the rallway
stations or in the dsalers' yards, but they could not
be quickly deliversd to the consumer.

Munich, in commen with many eities in Germany, is
avarorowisd at a time when, bessuse of tha war, littls
new sonstrustion is under way. The housing situation ia
not, however, alarming.

6. Qurrent Bumers. Insistent rumor which firset
appearsd laat Nay had it that Stalim was to visit Munich
or Berohtesgaden for a conference with Hitler, and that
everything would them be amiocably arranged betwesn the

two
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two cowntries. This rumor patently wease based wpon
previous rusors to the effect that Cersany had made cer-
tain demands upon the Soviet Union and 1t reflected, I
believe, & wish that war betwsem the two ecuntries could
be avolded.

It alsc was rusored that Rudolf Hess had demanded
& olesnup of the Party but had falled to obtain Hitler's
goproval. It was said that there had been found among
his psrsonal papers subsequent to his departure feor
Eritain, a wealth of material bessring on the private
and publie lives of many Party members, and that among
them were Adolph Wagner, Osuleiter in Bavaria, and the
all powerful Christian Weber, a member of the Munleh
sunioipal souneil. PBoth men were reported to have been
relisved of thelr Auties. The absence of both from
Munieh in early June lent some oredence to this rumer.

8. BEritish Propagands- If it is the purpose of
propagands to sontribute towsrd an undermining of the
resistance of the smemy; %o wean his peoples from the
ideas whish he himself has sold to them; %o weaken thelr
will tc contimue to resist; to comvinees them that thelr
own best interests are indisselubly tied up with victory
for their oppoments, them British propaganda has been
a dlstinet fallure. It has falled, I belleve, becsuss
1t has offsred nothing which appealed or could be
sxpested to appeal to the German people. In the early
days of the war it gave them printed pamphlets which

sontalined
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contained the promise that they could have pesce if onmly
they would rid themselves of their leaders. To this the
Germans quite naturally replied that they had heard some-
thing very simllar during the World War, that they had
Jettisonsd the Kaiser, and that they reeeived in return——
Versailles. They were and are net mow lnterested in
repeating the experisnce. They subssquently have been
told by British propaganda that a better world will come
inte belng when Britainm has won the war. It is a Tairly
safe assumption that almcst any human belng is interested
in an improved world, but it is equally safe to assume
that after his unpleasant sxperience only twenty-odd
years ago, the German will want to ses at least & brief
bill of partioulars before he cuts loose frem his own
leaders, and that he will want real evidence that the
promises nmade to him will be kept.

Befors British propagands can hope for suseess it
must rencunce 1ts lingering flirtatiom with the thought
{or 18 it & comvietion?) that the Gersan people cam be
won by fair words alons. It sust realize that while the
sajority of Germans sordially dislike or even detest the
Nazis, shis same majority is composed of Germam patriots
who have a deep love of the Fatherland and whe do mot
want to sse it divided and impoverished by a viestorious
snemy. It oust realize that this desp-seated patriotisa
is the basic cement whish holds tegether the German people
and causes them %o comtimue te give support to a Oovern-
ment which is responsible for a war which they did mot

want
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want and the end of which thay would greest with profound
Joy. It sust realize further that to this date 1t has

completely failed to convines the German masses that &

defeated Oermany would be permitted to exist as am entity
snd to take the position im the commenwealth of natlions

which all patriotic Osrmans feel is rightfully hers. It
is the task of British propaganda to bring this comvie-

tion to the German people. Only whem it has done so will
it have achisved suscess.

Reception at Munish is almost invariably geod. Simee
very fev persons who llsten are willing to confess that
they do so, it is impossible to give am estimate of the
pusber who hesr the programs. W¥ell-informed German
contasts sre of the opimiom that the numbsr is very
sonsiderable. Some listen cut of curlesliiy, others im
ordsr to hear the names of Oermans vho are announced to
have been taken prisoner, and many in order to feel
that they have some contmet with the ocutelde world amd
a scheok on their own news servigce.

7. Esonomis and Induetrial Intelligenge. I have
ne speeifis imformation om this subject.

8. Qiviliss Defenss. The few fires saused im Munmieh
by inoendiary bombs wers qulekly extinguished. Basement
shelters are svailable im prastieally every bullding, but
few of them have been especially reinforsed. In general
they are mersly ordinary basesent rooms. Nunich has a
few sigsag trensh shelters im ite small parks, but me

subterranean
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subterranean publlic shelters independent of besement
spaoe inm bulldings. As recently as last May householders
were contlnulng to oonstruot brick and oonerets walls
over basement windows im order to ocbtaln some proteation
sgainst possible bombs. This would seem to indlcate
that the end of the war within the next few months was
not expeoted.

At the beginning of the war I was surprised to
i1earn that mnone of our Oerman employees and none of my
Gersan friends or soquaintances owned a gas mask. For
many months thersafter no masks were obtainable. In
the seoond year of the war Alr Rald Precautlons per-
sonnel canvassed all residents of Munish, informed them
that masks wers available, and lnstructed them to buy
one for easch member of the houssheld. It is probable
that Favarisns are now well supplied with masks.

9. Prestige of Bariy. ai selera. ¥hat 1ittle
prestige the Party still has ia Bavaria ls based upen
the power it cosmands and not im any important degree
on the hopes and faith in 1t of the people. The hollow-
pese and the purposes of Hail ldeclogy have been expesed)
the venality of many Party mesbers, ineluding those of
high rank, has becoms only oo apparent. Yet despite
this, sareerists always are to be found who are prepared
to reandsr 1ip service to the Party. This ls partisularly
true of Derman youth--evem as it is true in Russia of
Russian youth--for no young man in Oermamyoan hope to have

a suscesaful
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s sucesssful carser in one of the professions unless he
is affiliated with ths Party.

The sorruption which 1s kmown to exist im the Party
places 1t and 1ts leaders in a pesition in which they are
vulnerable to attask. The many unfulfilled or brokem prom-
r--aﬂgiinoii‘i-ﬂunﬁl-
them in an exposed position. 1 doubt, however, that any
attagk oould be susoessful unless the masses had become
convineed that there was at hand a leadership which
affered something markedly superior to the Nazis in the
domestic and the forelgn flelds.

The two mostpopular national figures at the time
-ﬂﬂ.iﬂni!'!!ﬂ-ﬂliﬁl_
the most umpopular Hismler and Goebbels. In Bavaria
the most popular leader is Ninlster I.PE-EH-!.-_
the least popular, Osuleiter Adelph Wagmer.

10. Prestise of ihe Sarviges. The prestige of the
iililﬂi!i—.u&if
the date of my departure from Wunieh, but this is enly
to be sxpested im view of the susessses they had seored.
Little was to be heard about the Navy. Bavarisns, remote
from the sea and rarely smecuntering a maval umiferm,
i‘i:ﬁ-ﬁnﬂ-ﬁ-ﬁilﬂi. An
ocossional expression of satisfastion over the alleged
susosss of the sounter-bleckade was the most that was
heard. 1 have me information regarding the popularity
of individual officers. I am umable to suggest any means

by
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