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oo"'ber e, 1111111. 

'l'HE SICORIC!ARr or StAtE 

12111 11 a wholl)' or1f1nal \bought wUh • an4 I ban 
d1eoueee4 1t with no one e ee. 

we ban, I \b1.nlt, all ot ue the ~ught Ulat at the 

tel'llinaUon ot the Euro~an war, whether U -• eoon 
or nen su-r or \bree rear• or t1Ye rear• ti'Oa now, 
there will be a nrr larp nUIIber ot retlll"• -- retuseee 
ot Yar1oue Chr11U.an ta1tha, ae well aa Jewhh - - retugeee 
oolllng not ti'Oa one oountrr but ti'Oa -n:r oountr1ea, 1n­

olu41ng ••en England and rranoe and Ita17 . 

!beee people M7 be retvseee beoauee the plaoe th17 
l1n 1n will no longer allow \baa "' &ta)'l or the7 aar 
be ref'useee whoee ho•• and pro~rt)' baYe been utterl)' 
dU\1'0)'14 and haYe no ohanoe "' atart lite anew 1n the 
old aett1ng: ret:r.e• who t or reaaona ot ooneo1anoe, 
CbrhUan and Jew ab, teal Ulat \her oan no lonpr 
tolerate \ba o1YllhaUon 1n w1oh the)' ban been brolllldlt 
'IIIII retuceee whoee taa1l)' Uee han been dUti'07e4 an4 
who want to etart Ute 1n a wholl)' new enY11'0nMnt, 

n 11 ., ~raonal bel1et \ba' there wlll be' 1n 
all probabll1 tJ, •re Cbr11Uan rlhgeee tball Jew11h 
l'lfllfrlll. 

A probl• 11, therefore, ra1H4 ae to wbltber, 
beoauea a "11'1 l.arp n..-r ot thea wW be Oa\bol1oe, 
\be fatloan 1teelt .ar not deell'e to take an aot1Ye 
l.Jltereet 1n helping the 0& \bol10 refllfrle& to t1n4 hoM& 
1.Jl wboll7 new •111'1'018141ftl&. 

I u wo11Ur1nc, tberetCII'e 1t To• and I lboul4 
not begin the oonaldiNUon, fthl tb~$ la etlll •, 

ot d1eoueetns the whole aubJeo w ih • at1oan and 
wUb the repreeentaUYU ot the redlral OounoU ot 
ObUI'Obee 1n AMr1oa and ao• alallar orpn1aaUona 1.Jl 
Europe, 
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!be oontaot with Vle Jna baa alrea47 been •de 

thro118b the 1171'0n fa7lor Oo•Utee, whloh rill Met hne 
1n Ooiober, and whloh baa oonoerned 1helt dlreoU, wltaa 
the Jewlah proble•. 

!be oontaot w1Vl Proka'-'tt oh\IJ'Oh .. oan reac11l.7 
be •4e 1n th1a oo1mtr7 and with the equ11'alent organ1-
u.Uone abroad. 

But a oontaot wlth the Cathollo Churah ouabt to be 
•de d1reotl.7 with the vauoan u .. u, beoauee \hie 
q'!Wetlon 1a of 1nt1n1telr .are ~rtanoe to European 
O&tholloe than to AMr1oan O..tbolloe. 

It 11 rq thoagbt, therefore, that whUe Vlere 1a 
no parUoular reaeon tor baew, we .S.ght g1•re oon­
a14e:r.Uon to .. n41ns at a lakr date a apeo1al ll1n1ekr 

or .Ubaeeador on ~·, IUU~ \o !te I•J1MD, 1n 
order thd we ooul~·u at qee• o oo-1oaUon 
o01'er1n( the aubJeot ot luropean Cathollo refllce ... 

I u 1nol1ned to tb4nlt that thh 11 DOt onlJ a 
praoUoal 1dea but th&t lt alao pub the mole retugee 
problea on a broad rel1g1oue bade, thereb)' akin« 1t 
po .. 1ble \o pln the ltlnd ot world-wide ~port that 
a Mre Jew1ah rellet aet-up would not noke, 

You ll18tlt thlnlc thll 01'or and talk with • about 
1 t at JOIIl' oon1'en1enoe. 

1 . D. R. 



October), 1939 

:,:..,o to the PreoicleDt t'ro!o Co:rclell !lUll 

enclosing oont message or Oet ) , 19)9 trom Anb Th1111pa 

Re-mesae.ge which Hitl er sent to !Jusoolini on Sept let 

end because or text DOW beCO!:lC8 o r apeolel Interest. 

It appears tbftt It wns drafted by !Jusaoltni b1moel 1" 

end ell Hitler did was to sir~ I t etc etc. 

See: Itely folder-Drawer l-l~J9 

-----
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o. J'oneo eo.id that t ha President 
kept tbe oont telegran rrocn sterlina 
in hU Dip tile. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Y Z!BiliiiLL 

\elel%"'...11 t'rolr. Stoclm~la ebou\ t bo Swedish oh1j! 

17D!!1!!!'lUI w1 th wood pulp CUl~ t;raDlto 1':'o::l 

111n1• nd to l1l.A1J:Iaton, Deln:mro , 81 ell mw 

r .D.R. 

clj 
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My dear Ur. President: 

DEPARTMENT 01' &TATE 
WAIHINCITON 

Octob r .J , 1939 

I n response to your memorandum of today 1 s date 

concerning a telegram from Ur. Sterling, our Uinister 

in Stockholm, reporting the deten t i on of the Swedish 

vessel KORBROLM l'f1 t h a cargo of wood pulp, paper and 

granite from Finland consi gned to the United St ates, 

I may say that yester day afternoon the Swedish Minister 

called at t he Department and informed us of t he deten­

tion of t his vessel. Ur. Bostr8m stated that his 

Government was making representations to Germany and 

expreesed the hope that we could see our way clear 

also to make representations to t he Geman Government . 

Prior to the receipt of your mecorandum the following 

telegram had already been sent to our Charge d 1A!ta1res 

ad i nterim at Berlin : 

"Department 

The President, 

The Wh1 te Houee. 
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"Depart~ent i s advised t hat Swedish 
ll/S KOBSHOLM, also E.atonian SS UI!ll!A and 
Norweg1nn 56 BROTT , each With a cargo of 
wood pulp or wood pulp products , consigned 
to various concerns in the Unit ed States, 
have been detained at Swinendnde, Kle~ and 
Siv1nemunde, respectively. 

•rn the general interest of Aoerican 
co~erce, ascertain t he reneona for such 
detentions and what action Gerean authori­
ties contemplate taking with r eference to 
the cargoes. • 

A telegr am had also been sent to Ur. Sterling t elli ng 

him of this message to our Charge at Berlin. 

The detention of the Estonian vessel unmA and the 

llorwegian vessel BROTT had been reported to us by the 

A~erican Charge at Tallinn . 

Subsequent to the sending of this message t he 

Swedish Uin1s ter has informed us, by telephone, that 

the Swedish motor shi p KORSHOLM has been released by 

the German authorities . 

Faithfully yours, 



Octo bar 6, 1939 

Telegram to the PreeicJent trom Cordell Eh1ll 
Explain1118 a -o trom Jierrepont 14ottat--Quotea meuage ot e;cplaDAtion trom him in reference ot error about tranami tt1118 London's telegr.a to the NayY and the Maritime Commission. 

See:Pierl'epont l.!ottat-8UIIID.er Welles tolder- Drawer l-1939 

• 



October 7, 1939 

Code Cablesre:n tor the President aD4 Sec lfnll tro:a Aob . 0aT1es 

See:Belg!um ! older-Yore1gn File-Drawer l -1939 



October 8, 1939. 

I n re-cable rro• Ambassador Davies to the President end 
Secretary HiiU In re-request t'rom high source to 
state that the President of tho United States is the 
o nly person i .n t he 'IIDrld whn can possibly avert a 
bnloeaust , etc. 
The President sends _g_r1g1nel telegra-. to Sec. Bull- Oct 13,1939 with 

msno-to reed end return, saying tha t he does not think 
telegram requires any action a t the Present time . 

See: Belgium folder-Drawer 1-1939 , 



October 9, l9J9. 

Memorandum for Secretary HUll froM the President 

"This Ia l oterest1ng. Please read and roturn. • 

S1gned--F.D.R. 

Encloses !Jel!".o to IJor eonthau from ld Foley. Generel Counsel, Treasury. Re-Ant1-Saue&l1n& Act 

Soe : ~forgenthou tolde~Ore· .. er l-19)9 



October 10 , 1939 

J.!omorendua tor Sec ot State troa the President 

SlJ8-!!&ats Hull eelld telegre.M to Phillips to intimate at h!a 
con'Vanience to the Papal Soc ot State that the President 
is beppy by the impartial prlnting ot American News in the 
osaarYatore Romano ate etc. 

See:Italy tolder-Drawer 1- 1939 

I _. 



october 11., 19:)9 

I.! ~no to Sec. HUll 

Sends him letter Whloh was sent to hlm-dated Oct 11., 19)9 proposlng 
three e.-,e!l<IJ:Ienta to the lleutrell ty Blll--I!. J . Res . )06 and eska 
h110 to bring these wt th hlm when t ey draft final roeo":1olllletlone. 

See:r<eutrel1ty toldor-Drower 2-19)9 
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.__..,.... tw the ... retar, ot ltaile 
,.._ the Preal~ 

ulr1ac Ida to 11r111c with Ida the •olOH4 ~ It-t;' -lo&th trca 
a-tor laUqwith att.•t.l ...n ... • ' u nprcU.ac 
Jsz"all.,. Lepala'l• tor the tlaal reo daU-• 

.... ka"al1.,. toldllr lltuw 2-1819 



October 17, 1939. 

lJemore ndUI:l for the President trcm I!Ull 

Sullmits t\'10 desJl8tcbea f ro m Rome 

Subjeet:Osservetore Ro~e(Vetican Pepor) 

See:Itely folder-Drawer l - 1939 

\>~' 
\ 



October 19, 19)9. 

Letter to Ambassador DavUe tron the President in answer to 

bla letter ot October ?tb wb.iob was brought by J.l.r. Stanley 

Richardson troc Belgium via Pan American Airways Clipper 11nd 

tbe Proal dent • s answer or tbe l9tb ><hi cb he took back to Belgt um 

via clipper on Oet 22, 1939. 

Davtea letter of Oct ?tb 1IU written e tter be bed bed a 3 hour 
con1'eraati>n wt tb tbe J{lng ot Belstu:~~ Who wished to send tbe 
President a JtBss nge. 'l'be President'• letter ot Oct 19th carried 
tbe BDawer to tbe J{lng tll.ro1J8h Donee. 

See:Belstum tolder--Drewor 1- 1939 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINCJTON 

Ootohzo 111 1139. 

!CI'W\JWIDUK FOK 

!HI SEORE'fARt OP S'fAft 

low ~ t a det1n1 t• .Poll•· 
Clerfutm~Dt hal be• .. , wp SD 
he.ft~ an<' t oJ"Hr Prel14ent 
lloHRJEl ll 110 lonpr Prell'-'• 
I •••CIF to tile h1ator1e Vn11iel 
lkMI t'P1eactlhlp tor Polaa4 
and. b h1-'ozo1e tao' tba' .. 
ba"fe alwq• nloa 14 •e,.n 
ti"N a-tea w claoel'aOlea. 

I won4el" *eNto .. , netb• 
1' wo1114 no' '- a JHe *'= ~ 
It lt n "" ~ till _ar unloq aw ....... t11iit11le11alWA , .. ._. 
wo.14 'M s1•4 ~ ... elft ,. • 
)Ma14•t IIOaefttrt it u ..... tel 
"fllit llal.1 eo•twl tlaat nan 
M14 ao .a ai .. Uoa wUia Ida 
u4 .. , taala ...... 11 --- •• , 
w1 tbo.t bla Juwwlell•· 

•• 11 aft o14 ..... 1a , •• 
heal., aa4 I tlllalt the •• Nl 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA8HINQTON 

.,,., ot nob aoUon on oar ~ 
\tOUld be (;OO<i tbzoougho11' the WOI'l4. 

We wiabt tTen ukt it ealltJ" 

tor the Ro\Ulll.nlan Govern .n' to 
Nl••• h1ll 1t n aen4 n 1a the 
foftl of an lmltaUon \0 tbe 
tw ar Prel14ent ~ YhU ••. 

r. D. a. 



October 20, 1939. 

Letter l'rom Sec. al1.l to tbe PrN14ent 

In r.,_attacbed cablegr""' 1'roll the Seereterl ate or State or 
the Boly See wbl eh wae lett by Monsignor Ready a t the 
St ate Dept . 

Subject:Secretariate or State or Holy See received i nforma tion 
l'rom Unl<".nown eource that Oblneee ottle1e.le "desire the 
Boly See to teke etepa to eatabllsh peace botweon 
China and ;rapan• . 

Sec llllll alao encloses tor the President "" 8lle.ly:Us o r the 
above subject. Both the c&bl"U«" and enalysie were 
r eturned to tba State Dept. 

See : Itoly tolde~Drawer 1-1939 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN OTON 

llEIIOJUllDUll FOR 

RJde Park, J . T.:.1 
October 31, lv;,9 . 

TJU: SEORETART O'F STATE 

\fill you please loot lllto 

thh personally and see wha' we 

can <1o tor Do<1d7 PeraoDilly I 

feel awfUlly sorry tor bia. 

F. D. R. 

Letter from Ambassador Dodd to 
the President in re money he owes 
the State Depar~ent in the a=ount 
of $2 , 300 . Lists hie debts and 
asks the President to request the 
State Depart~ent to recognize hi e 
e otimute of j556 1nP.tead of $2, 300 • 



Soe: 1oe Kennedy folder for hie lett er or 
Octl7tb regardtae Australasian wool . 

Drawer l-1939 

.,. ....... PNd ... ,. 

October 2 1 \989 

Ia .......... trUb ~ loU.-r or Oe,IMP '• lNt, 

"''It 'lllllll ,. ... _..,. .. , • ,el..,..pbla lae, ... uoa 

••• •••• w 'h• IIIMIIJ' at LoMIIa •• approaab SM 

.. lUIIl OoYOPMID' •ae.-raUI tba II ... U,J' aM l)Pl" 

or a.et?alallaa wool wlllall U 1•••114• to rall••• •• -
, ... aal, .. • •••••• 

1 •1101••• ,.. ,... tar .... u•• , ............. or 

\Ito PA.-lJ' '*loll llal ....... roM1Y .. ti'Oa , ... lllkiiJ'• 

rau....u, ,...., 

r:.el ..... 
........... ar •• ~. ..... 
fro• l.o.,..a 

!Ita Proat•at, 

!be ftlta ...... 

Cor dell Hull. 



I S..t PIUUI,._lt..t.r fold.c-~ l - l 'i)9 
tor •AI14~\hl ......ace or OIA. n.t. 



I 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

oetoMP U, 1131. 

r. D. a. 

Conf1dtnt1el '''Ill' to the 
Pi'ealdent tro• Aabuudor Phllllpa 

ln Ro•e dated October 21 , 19~9. 

psr 



Cet.o~r 2), 19)9 

ll11110 tNn 8.&11 e~:u:lo•lnc • • .., no. Mu '!'NJ u &.o 111• 
l"''tCa.rdlQ& TIM CHy or Jll:l:t V••••l. 

.J_I 



For the aote ot Oct 19th centtoned tn 
the attaobed 
Bee: Navy tolder-Drawor l -1939 

M7 4oar Mr . Proo14oa\ : 

October 2 3 1989 

YOil U7 bo la\eretUd 1Q \bt ODilo .. q OOPI of \1M 

\raaela\loa ot a ao\o 4&\o4 Oo\o~r~e. li3i tro. ~ 

Goi'IUA C~e 4'Attalreo a4 1aUr1a ooaotra1J16 DOI&\ral 

aorobaa\ thlpo \raYtl~ 1A \ht oooor\ ot &a&llab or 

freAOb OOQYOJO • 

ra1\htllll7 JOVt , 

t ... ola\loa of ao\o 
frMIO....a --.17, 
Oo\e'Mr 11, lNi. 

!lao Pno14oa\, 

!lao Wlll\o 8ouo . 

Cordell Hull 



I Yor ori~nal m•morandum- - See- -Sto•o 
Early folder- Drawer 2-19!9 



, 
THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ootober 26, 19~9. 

MENORA.NDOM FOR 

THE SECRETA.Rf OF STAft 

F. D. L 

_confidential memorandum or tele­
phone conversation Mr. Early had with 
Huston Thompson had with Ambassador 
Oumansky before he left for Russia 
in re the Russians attitude toward 
negotiati ons with the British 1n 
whioh he says it can only be done 
if the British put their negotiations 
1n t he hands of Winston Churohlll. 

ps P 

~ 
I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

On \be propoMd ul...- to 

--.d\erea' &boa' Prea14•' 11080lekl, 

I 6o DOt •• &IV ree ... D tor le'UJw 

the •thr 4Np. I atnJr o.o 

••• , .............. 11' ....... , l' 

ltahr to 1be IU .. , w1aw' _,_ 

"'tz• la wrUJ.IW aacl wUbod u 

•au. •r nlr'. till• eaa M tnar 

wltbod U7 pl!bllol~ wbabollw• 

1Nt, tNalrl7, I _., tor ., ._ 

OOil..,lra•• ~ ba•• -"• ea•r t\ir..., 

.... ln ,, ... u ot a. poor a14 

r. D. a. 
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My dear Ur . Presi dent: 

f5F 

DEPARTMENT 0, 8TATE 
WA8H I NQTON 

October 28, ! 939 

The Norwegian, Danish and ?inn~sh Ulnisters have -
all lett wlth me a memorandum couched ln the same terms 

as the memorandum which waa handed to you ye~terday by 

the Swedish Minister . This was to thank you tor your 

inter est shown in the nor t hern countries , no t ably in 

connection with the Stockholm Conference, and to add the 

hope that the contact thus establ ished with the United 

States mi ght be maintained, esneclally should •noss1b1li­

ties be deemed to exist tor t he re-establishment ot neace 

1n Europe." The Swe~sh U1nieter had promised his 

col leagues to tel l you that they had received these in­

struc~1ons but would present t hem through the State 

Department 1n order to apare you . He forgot , however, 

to do eo and asked me to wr1te you this line ot exnlana­

tion. 

Fa1 t htully yours, 

The President, 

The White House. 



. . THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA$HIHOTC»f 

IIDIOIWIDUII roll 

tBJ: IIEORETAIU or 8Uft 

Plea .. ••• 8Ce1Bbar4, 1 1 
Jo. eaa rei:IU'Illna hol41DC 1IIP 
~~ the loYle' autbor1,1ea of 
ov Mlepaa of the 'WID-­
el&ba .w Uu-ee-~ Oil 
the .OPDlnc of ae •1rUea. 

I .1Dk U W01114 M 
•WO"'r..tUrh*Ue •en41nc _.._ 
like tbe follow1Da w ,....,..._. 
1Ce1Jibar4'1 

"Plta•• aak for appo1n._, 
wUb ~·Ml' for rorelp Atta1H 
lloloW\' an4 4el1Yer followliW ....... , 

1 !he eeorek!7 of nate of 
the Ull1W4 8"'" pre11nU b1a 
aoap11aen" to the a-11 ... tor 
roretca Atta1re and rtqu11•• u 
lliPh"' Uon of the 4elq 1ll 
4el1YII'f W tale AIJIIaiA4or of the 
tel ..... _, ,.. •aeblDI'Oil Oil ._ ""'lnl of oew'llelo n•11r­•1&b• an4 DO' 6111YIH4 ••U 
tbe .oPD1JII of OOMMP a1111ea. I 1 

JI1IU, 

r . D. L 
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My dear Mr . President : 

DEPARTMENT 0, STATE 

WAIH I NQTON 

~ber 31 . 1939 

Replying t o your memorandum of October 30th I 

find that the Soviet authorities did not delay our 

messav,e as Steinhardt thought . The telegram in oues­

t1on which ouoted the text of our lengt~v press state­

men t on the CITY OF FLlllT wes sent out on Sunday mor n­

ing, October 29th, (we had at first thoU¥ht that the 

evening Radio Bulletin via Berlin would suffice to 

carry St einhardt the text , but decided Sunday morning 

that on account of possi ble delays a copy ehould be 

telegraphed him directly) and thus, given the e i~ht 

hour s difference ln time between Washington and t:osoow, 

it only took some five or six hours 1n transit, 'ldlich 

is not excessive. Probably the date group wae garbled 

in transmission whi ch led Steinhardt to think that it 

had been despat ched the 28th rather t hen the 29th. We 

have many complaints against the treatment accorded ue 

by 

The President, 

The White Houae. 
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by the Soviet suthorltiea, but 1n this ~artlculer ot~n 

they do not seem to have been at fault . 

I have been re-readin~ the telegrams sent out to 

Steinhardt and althouvh I do not think ~e overlooked any 

points I am today aend1nJr bl m a teleFTam, ot which a cooy 

i s attached, dlrectln~ him to assure himself that the 

record is clear, and as~lng tor exolonatlona or the Soviet 

attitude on cer t ain soeolfled points . 

Enclosure : 
Copy or telegram 

to L:osoo•. 

F"ai tht'Ully yours, 



./ 

Oo\ober 31, 111~. 

1. Ia ~ 'IO'G' telecs s repftlntr tile 

4eleallea 1a Jfw ,., ef ua. ~ Rl ntal tbe Dsp&J'\Iaeal 

)lu 110174 ... ,, 

a. Al.O:a _.1M& ... 1a pos-.toe of suf't1o1eat 

1at'IJnaUoe rolaUn to UW U'l'tn.l 1a ICUIIulsk of 1:bo 

Yoosel lo ..able 11 lo 1s .. e s so~l 4ela1lo4 slat..snl 

oa Oeteb.,- 23 repftlac Us earp, u vaa no11 ~~aUl aboul 

• ~ laler Uaal lbe r 7 ... ., ... able to oblala AIQ' 

laf'o..-Uoe rro. the 5oY1et cacr.w rnl ropr41Af Ulo 

wbll e'aals an4 saf'o\7 of 1M Aaerleaa ...... 

'II. Babeequeatl'IJAM •• s'lllo \o 1nfo" tile pabl1o 

Uaat 1M aw • prtae ..... u4 bet a releaee4 , \bal t;be 

..... 1 11114 Jl'll la\o •u •t '1171 ee of 4e•se4 wobla....,, 

,.. Uaal 0:e s.net aa111.orU1ee be4 4M1ae4 \o perrrlt ua. 

k: e - to lip 1 1e pee-aloe of ~ neeol aa4 

.,... 1eec be,_ .. sw1et aowwweat ,.,.,.,.. ... 

le~Wwatlea * rl' UplorraUe oheDMlo h Ule Aaer1eaa 

Getn rut. 



-

---
o. !he OoYht GoYe-nt ba4 talle4 to :ftuollleh "­

£11bUI7 ~all.a lnr-uoa repl'41n(r ~· nature or "­

&l.l.-4 &o-ae to ~ ,.. .. 1'• • Cib1JM1"7, or to et8te 

'ldlo bad 'ftr1fie4 that ~ bad been • uoh a,..., 01' to 

gln tuMher lletllle IIU'I'GIIft41llg ~ llehnUan of the 

,. .. el whloh would be help M t o t.he Allel'lom Oo'Na ••nt 

1n 4et-1Aln8 the o~e or t h e oaee. 

4 . The labae17 NM1Ye4 no an- to 1 t • telegNB~ 

addl'e••ed to the Aall'loan Oap\aln or the Teeeel, lt vae unable 

t o p t l nto telepbonlo - n1oaUon with taw Captaln aa4 

crew, and t.he Captain .. a - a~tl7 -1'1 not allow.4 

'ld11le i n "'-Delt to - nloate vtt:b repreeenta tlT .. of 

thell' OoY-ent or vUh ....,_ or thell' raatu ... 
•• Repreeentau,.. or t1w lllbaea7 were anable to 

obtain pel'ldulan fl'otl UM lhtY1e t tllltborltlee to Ylalt 

J~UJtuaD. 

e. It ta .. _ 4 that ~ han Al.NII47 brousbt a11 

or ~ r .. u -u-a INn to ~ attenttaa or the 

e.ppNpriate leYlet etrtolale .. a han po1ate4 oat that 

tblr Npl'e-t an atUtaae on ~ plll"t or the Bonet 

Oo•w • t w..b The ~oan OoY-ent md 1t1 
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:repr .. ea\aUna 1n Ule Jonat Ua1oa, vlllob haa been a. 
- of utolllela•t te 'botla Ule AIMI'l ... Go••• ••• 
IUI4 u.. "-1... people. 

3 . It 111 ,_ Yar1- eoa,...aUon• roa haYI no\ 
al.l'aal\t upNaal4 the YUn of thla OoYel' .. eJit v Uh NIJII'I! 
to &117 of Ulaae taeta pl ... a do eo at oaee. 

4. Pl ... a lllao 1af- t.ha ap;~:ropr1ata ntbor1U" 
\ha\ alnw t:ba 11•" of tile Aaer10&JI Cap\ a1a aad erev -.:, 
haYa b"a at ataka 70111' Oo•er..aat bad ooalldered 1\ 
a:d~alr 111p01'\aat !bat the hlba .. 7 be able t o oa.11111n1oata 
v Uh ttw. and tbat JtNP OoY-nt fMla that 1t baa a 
J'i&bt to, ud thel'efore ana tor, aD uplaaauon aa to vt17 
tbe)' VON &j)'J)&NntlJ llel4 1a II en1 oa4o c1lill'i liS Ula 1 I' a tq' 
1a MIII'Milu. It 1a alae 4M1rl4 that 70. raquea t oJI babal.t 
o f 70U' ~= •' u .,.~u- u to the tatl~~N of u.a 
son.u Oowwu•\ to -s>-\ • wit:b the llabau7 1n aa~ 
1aC all tho hete eouoetail with the deteatlon of tho 
YNMl aad the .-.w vhlah \hla OoYW"u•\ baa a rl&bt to 
oxpen of a &""WUat with w.teb 1t .alnta1aa fl'1n&17 
Nlat~. 



(OOIItD>DYIAL oo.-t 
a. n.. ~' lo llppftel&Un ot \ho 4lttlw1UN 

Vb18h 1oa ... n-\nolJIC ln Ml'l')'1n& oa\ 10111' 4uu .. 1n 

CJ7111C an« u.pl.aeat o~\aano, aa4 1 mb ,.. to. 

\ho Y1~ aa4 able •- 1n ~e 1..,. baYo baa41 .. 

tll \o ouo. 
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PEBSOMAL MD I , ,. • I~ pf'• t • 

Meaor&ndUII t or Berna1'4 M. Bal"Uohl 

I bad a ohec!(-~ a&c1e by Yllrioua eab&aaiea Jll.. the re-

cent viait o~~ world-renown~, selfless stn teamao, 

~nor#blJ B~~1~,tl~n~rope 
this pust au.aer. Bare is 

an excerpt wbioh will aaaae you becu.use I &II quite 

certain that neither you nor I, who beloo& t o the •ore 

prnct1c~ scbool ot tbouaht, would ever have comaias ioned 

Honorable Baa to r apresaot ua or apeak tor us. 

I wiab this areat Pooh-bah would 10 back to Ha rvard 

and play tackle on the tootbw.ll tewa. Be 11 QUkl1t1ed 

t or that Job. 

•rr011 London, 
l.ll&lll t 31'4. 

P. D. R. 

•charJ• d l attw.1rea JobDsoo r eceived a t el e­

&ra.a tr011 1ah, wbo Ka tben in Dublin, askin& 

t or ~e41ate appo1Dtaents witb Priae Minister 

anc1 Jore1p a!Dilter. Aucuat 4tbt llab aaw Lord 

Balitax. H1a desire waa t o aa'iuaJ.Dt Lo1'4 llklitu: 

w1tb t. propo at.l trhioh be inteDded to place be­

tore tbe IDterparllaaentaey CODterence at Oslo, 

coota1Din& a lll&i•stioo ~t a lar1• areu ot 
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Bri t i sh t erri tory 1n Cen t rul Afrlo~ be set u~ide 
for the settlement of J ews , unu Fi sh ne&ur ed Lord 
Halifax that the people with whom he wus connected 
1o the United Stat e• would be able to finance such 
an un<lor t ak1n&· 

•Fi ah left London the next d~ for P~ris . On 
hie return to !nal..nd he ::u•t Mr . McDondld, Minister 
for the Colonies. The onlJt subJect then dillcu&sed 
was Mr . Fi sh ' s proposal, ori,inul ly sugaested to Lord 
Halifax, that e larce area 1n Centrul Africa be set 
asi de for settl~ant or J ewish r etuaees. 

• lhi le i n Paris on August lOth, he suw w. Bonnet, 
Minis t er of Forei gn Affairs , und M. Mnndcli Uini~t~r 
of Colonies . He spo~e of the reru,ee prob ~m Ul aen­
eral , mentioned his tntwres~U1b talk with Lord Hali ­
fax• and sai d tha t toe ideu •~s advanced by ~ private 
American group who uuU1or1~ed th~ Congressman to 
apeak 1n th~ir behalf, lookina to coloni zati on of un 
area south und west of Luke Tcnnd -- lund to be pro­
vided by Greut Britain und FrAnce -- colonit~tion 

to be financed by the Amcricun ,roup . Be told the 
Fr ench thut he u-so pl~ed o ~iailur discussi on 
with Herr •ton Ribbentrop and, if pouible , ;rith Herr 
Bitler . 

•He contempl ated u sweeping attt..clt or tho entire 
probl em on u lurge sc~le . He t~~ud i n ttr~s or two 
al llion or Ulree mill i on persons; Ult..t it is up to 
Orent Brituin anu Fr11nce to cuute av~ilt.ble suiu.ble 
liiild t'rOll t heir colonbl poanGsi ons in .Uric.. . He 
st.id it i s not u question of money u3 the ~~rioan 
1roup will w~e uTuilllbl e Ample funds, as auch a s 
one hun~red mi llion dollar s . 

"K . Bonnet reforrod hie to M. Mtnde1 . 

"B• r~peutod to Kundel ~~t ne h~d s.id to 
Bonnet ..no lollo.led t.•u.t i n his opini on w. .c.agasco.r 
could GocoJILj,oda to u ter1.l t~tns or thousano.ls ot 
retucees, und i n uddit1on, Hew Caledonia, the Hebrides 
~ond the War•tuuus I sli.Dds 100u.1.d be •vailuble . 
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•Ho pointed out ~hht the stuely ot toe Aallr100A 
Coaw!ttae hud shown thut aeventy thousand t'rt.ncs par 
f amily would be enouah Ul a French colonial puaaesaion. 
Be r~peuted the w!llinaness and tba ability or hia 
group to r ulse one hundred cill1Clu doll6r s . He Jpoke 
;>! a ten ye~ar period . 

"He 'oe~ed to be under the impression tbu t the 
Cumerooos is still Oermun territory knd sai d he would 
talk v.it.h Ri bbentrop Wid Hitler 11bout this . 

"Our &berlcun Emb~ssy ~n, Counevl or of embt~ Siy 1 Murphy , S.:.<e..i Flsn •no were 1ncludea 1n the Ao:~urican 
group t.nd Flsn sa.! a r.a.. t tbe cc t tar ooilea oown .aore 
or less to Bern&rd Skrucn, frog whoa he h~u gotten the 
1de~a . Ha 6kid thlit lolr . B11rucn hb~ ~assured hia i~ 
woUid not be difficult to r~aisa us QUch us one hwlared 
million col lars for tne ,>urpoee. lolr . Ba ruch suid tllu t 
ho lind nU.Illber o1· Ills !'rienr.IS ••>uld be •1llina to 
give t en per cent of their for t unes to such u proJoot. 
Ur. Db.ruch blono would contribut e about three million 
dol_ .. r a .• 

....... 

Bonor~ble Bernard S.ruch, 
597 loladi~on Avenue, 
New Yorlt City . 
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My dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE 
WA8HINQTO N 

October 30, 1939 

With reference to your memorandum ot August 29, 

requesting that a report be made on Representative Hamilton 

Fish's activitiee in Europe, I enclose copies ot deepatohes 

Which have been received respectively !rom the American 

Embassies at London, Paris and Berlin, and !rom the 

American Legations at Hslsin51 and Oslo. 

Mr. Fish visited London on August 3 and 4 and later 

at the close ot the Interpa.rliamentary meeting at Oslo . 

During his visits to London Mr. Fish arranged appointments 

through the Embassy with Lord Halifax, the Secretary ot 

State tor Foreign Attairs, and Mr. Malcolm McDonald, the 

Minister tor Colonies, with whom he discussed on behalf 

ot the 1 people w1th Whom I am connected in the United 

States•--vhom he aubaequently identified to the Counselor 

ot t he Par1e Embaaay ae Mr. Bernard Baruch and aome 

unspeoit1ed 

The President, 

The Whlte House 
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unspecified pereone who are associated with Xr. Baruoh-­
an ambitious echeme tor the settlement of Jewieh retugese 
in Central Atrioa. 

After London, Kr. Fieh vieited Paris where he arranged 
through the Embassy appointments with M. Bonnet, the 

Foreign M1nieter, and x. Georgee Mandel, the Minister of 
Colonies. In hie convereatione with MM. Bonnet and Mandel 
Mr. Fish adverted to hie plan tor the settlement of 

retugeee on land in Atrioa to be provi ded by Britain and 
France and financed by the American group. In hie oonver­
eation with X. Bonnet he also touched upon political quee­
tione and explained hie vieve with regard to American 
neutrality. 

On August 12 Mr . Fieh arrived in Berlin. During hie 
vieit in the German Capital he wae accompanied by a 

member or the starr ot the German Foreign Office and wae 
received, at Salzburg, by Herr von Ribbentrop, the German 

Foreign Minister. Mr. Fish retrained from taking the 
Embassy into hie con~idence with regard to his conversa­
tion with Herr von R1bbentrop. He made various etatemente 
to the press, however, which indicated that he had d1a­

oueeed maJor political questions with the German Foreign 
K1n1eter and, among other thinge, that he vas Willing to 
act ae arbitrator of the Danzig ieaue . 

Mr. F1eh 
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Mr. Fieh made a second visit to Berlin at the close 
of the Oslo meeting but had to leave suddenly due to the 
outbreak of war. 

Mr. Fieh arrived in Oslo on August 16 in Herr von 
R1bbentrop 1 a private airplane. He left Oslo on Auguet 19 
upon the termination of the Interparliamentary meeting. 
Mr. Fish distinguished himself at the Oslo meeting notably 
by moving a resolution that the Conference request the 
British, French, German and Italian Governments to arrange 
a thirty-day or more •moratorium on war•. Hie motion was 
not well rsoe1ved by the meeting and Mr. Hnmbro, President 
of the Norwegian 8tort1ng, made the point that the members 
of the Interparl1amentary Union should not. act over the heads 
of responsible Governments at the risk of complicating 
rather than aiding their task. 

From Oelo Mr. Fish vent to Helsinki, where be con­
ferred with the Foreign Minister, He referred to his 
oonversation with Herr von R1bbentrop and expressed his 
opinion tba t there vas no problem in Europe vh1oh would 
Justify war and that Danzig vae overwhelmingly German and 
should be returned to Germany. From Helsinki Mr. Fish 
returned to Berlin, vh1oh he was obliged to lea·re almost 
immediately, and sailed to the United Statee from 

England. 

xr. 
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Mr. Fish gave out numerous interviews to the press 

during hie visits in the various European Capitals, 

expressing hie views on the current political situation. 

The texts of those interviews are enclosed. 

Faithtul~y yours, 

Enclosures: 

Despatches from: 
1. Hel s inltl 
2. Oslo 
3. London 
4. Paris 
15. Berlin 



November 3, 1939. 

~emorandum from Cordell Hull to Gener&l Wataon 

Enolooin~ repor t for the Proaidont from Claude 

G. Bower s , Amb to Chilo in hie capacity ao Chai~ or the 

U. S. delagation to the Firat Pan Ameri can Housing Conference 

held &t Buenoa Al roo fro: Ootober 2 to 7, 19&9. 

See: Chile foldor-Or&wer 1- 19Z9 



/."~:) 
..i • /.', 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE ~ ..t' '1 1 ~1• JJ 
~' "" .-\ ...-:: 

THE SECRETARY o S \_.. 

-- I 

November 9, 1939. 

KEioiOR4NDtn.l FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The attached map and memorandum 

by Mr. ~orrat are aelt-e~lanatory ot 

the situation in relation to Belgium and 

Holl•nd 1n the event ot a possible -
German i nvasion. It ooourred to me 

that these might be or interest to you. 



Short summary of attitude of 
various officials on the 

Geraan-Low Country Crieie as 
reported to the Department ot State, 

November 8 and 9. 

1. Chemberla1n: 

Will turn down Dutch-Belgian mediation offer . 
"Would not remain quiet it Holland were invaded. " 
The crisis is not according to the usual Hitler pat­
tern in that be has given unnecessary advance adver­
tising to any plans tor invading the low countries. 

2. Speek: (Belgian Foreign Minister) 

Calle attention to large concentrations of German 
troops, including units of veterans from Poland. Dis­
turbed by persistent flights of German airplanes over 
Belgium. Worried over adverse German r eaction t o Dutch­
Belgian mediation offer. A4mitted that invasion of Rol­
land did not strategically call for invasion o f Belgium. 
Thought British and French would come into Belgium to 
protect their flank it the Germane took southern Holland. 

~. !1ng Leopold: 

Stated that the Dutch were convinced that a German 
invasion was imminent. Personally be doubte this on the 
ground that the intelligence of the German high 001111and 
would prevent an attempt at large-seale action of this 
character on account of the lateness of the eeason and 
tor other reasone. 

4. Daladier: 

Reporte 110 divisions on the Western Front. Has 
been told that the Dutch were offered possession ot the 
quadrilateral containing the main citiee of Holland it 
they did nothing more than put up a pretenee of reeiet­
anee to German invasion eouth of the Rhlne. Reported 
that Belgium had not replied to the question of what it 

would 
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would do if the Germane invaded Holland. Felt real 
doubt ee to a genuine ree1etanoe on the part of the 
Dutch. If they d1d not fighti what would be the fu­
ture of the Netherlands East nd1ea? 

5. High Pytch Otf1cia1s: 

Convinced that the situation is rapidly deteri­
orating. Bel ieve that conversations have been goi ng 
on between belligerents, but that these will be stopped. 
Chiefly worried by increasing air activity and by Ger­
man press attacks accusing Holland and Belgium of too 
great leniency vis-a-vie England. 

6. LoUdon: (Netherlands Minister to Washington) 

Brought message that situation i s most grave and 
that an early invasion cannot be discounted. Instructed 
not to suggest directly or indirectly any form of Ameri­
can intervention. Fears that blame tor the attempted as­
sassination of Hitler will be placed on Holland or on 
English agents who might have come to Germany through 
Holland. Does not know how effective Dutch resistance 
would be, but is convinced that the entire country would 
fight. Referred in conversation to Belgium as an "ally". 
Emphasized the deep waters in southern Holland which 
would be ideal tor submarines. 

7 . Fotitch: (Yugoslav Minister to Washing ton) 

Worried over the situation in the Netherlands and 
Belgium, but feels that the ever-present threat or a 
Ge.rman or Russian attack on Rumania must not be over­
looked. Does not feel that Hitler can remain inactive 
much longer. 

Eu:L!offat:DG 



ko 'llr 10 ltlto 

~•lllc a draft et a 1..._. t. I a1 Chlac lal-ebek 
Ia nplJ' ~ hia letter ot J1117 10, lilt whlola -.. "'dM 
te tile Preeideat • I'GY I 'bJ Jr. W.. •· T•, to..- Ch1Mae 
:tialat.r ~ tlla · Ualtect ltat.eJ alae a draft ot a 1..._. ~ 
Dr. B. B. r.c. Preddaat et the • cat!.,. !Wall ot the ChaeH 
Go ow \ la replJ' t. Ilia letter ot .AIIpn lY, lilt whlola 
&lao -.. pre ...tect ~ tile Pl"Mldaa\. 
Letwa --'• 

,--ccarub-. ot lettera aat ad Chlac 1&1-ehall:'• letter ot »i/i 
20tll uul Dr. '-I'• letter ot Aqut lT, 1989 

... , ,.._.People tol~ 1-ltlt 



0 1989 

117 4ear Ml'. Pree14ftts 

rononac 7.-r preu -r-.. oa Oe\Mor 2'PU. 

a t lllllolt. , .. otato4 wllat '" propooo4 to 4o wltlt. ro­

,_... to tile ..-.rlllt.lp or t1t.o Iatoraatloao.l lolat eo­

lllooloa, ICI'. Olt.rloUo, tlt.o Oaa&Uaa lllalotor, opoko to 

u ortloor d t1t.o Dopar•••• u4 oal4 1t.o bad rooohod 

& hloplt.ooe •U r.o. Dr. Doltoa, tlt.o Cn•4!u VKor 

&oarotarT or Stab tor rorolp Ut&lro, arpq \bat 

aoUiliiC llo dooo aa\11 lt.o bad bad u .. to aako r eproooo­

taUoao. llr. CbrloUo wao latorMd \bat vt voro roU.Or 

nrprlood ot Dr. Sllaltoa•a I'Oqlloot olaoo Do -uor bad 

lion oleorod wlUa Do Prlao llllllotor, •• roportod '117 

.... a.por 1a -. le"oro Mploo or '*loll were ooat to 

'" ltJ' Ml'. Wolloo • Alllltot ! ... n, ltat. n vao ...­

cooto4 to .... ClllrhUo tllt.at IP. Roltoa alpt \Mrotoro 

wlolt. to U•-• t1t.o •nor wltlt. t11t.a PriM lllalotor. 

La tor 

!lt.e Proe14oat, 

!lt.e Wlt.Uo ...... 
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Lat e% Kr. Oh%le\le •nlephooed acala aad nal4 \ba' 

01' . Bteltoa ha4 \allr:ec! ' o tbe Prt• MlDle'a &114 heud 

..,_, tbla for the ftret tllle. Ia orcla to ba f\allJ' 
tator.M, Dr. fllr:eUon aleo 4hCNaaed the •Uer Witb 

Kr. , .,, au o1'ttoa of our Lesauoe, wbo !lae luto~ 

.. t b&t U appeaJ"e \ ba' tM ~ a tDletu•e •antoa of 

1rbat •u aald dlalQI tbe flrat eoawnrN Uoa t alllaa aub­

a\&QUallJ w1Ul tbat nportad-,. n. Rope!' lu bla l e\tu 

of Jlll:r 2hll (a.oloaura to IU. 1lall .. ' la\\u of Aucud 2114) . 

BOWftU 0 wU h r erard &o tba aeoon4 OOIWUiatlOG 

bataaaa M%. Roper and 'h• Prl.lle lllalt t u U w<*ld a.­

t hat t he l aU ar apparenU:r f a1l e4 to ..ta hla n. ... e­
Ural:r oleer. Aoaordi~ t o Dr. Gl:elton t he Pr l ma kin­

l ater ntated to MZ . Ropora 

• t hat u ~ad tta.e Iata,._Uoul J olla\ c~ ... 
atoa u a •:r'*~»l o1' lortb Aearloan aooct M~­
MM ud waa at'hi4 nat t!la pr•ttaa aDd affaou .. -
aaaa of Vla O~natoe wCNld ba laopar4had lf Ua 
pra••• uqnnltt• wera obulad u ooahaplah4-,. 
tM A8aloa o ..... ••t. Be elaiu tbat clu1'bc 
tM ana .. --.naU• be a s• .. uhad to tw. Roper 
tbat tlaa o-1•1• we a JW'lelal atb• thea -.._alntau .. ...., ...a ,.._,, la ........... tt 
WGI&lcl ba llttfl•U, lf ells ••, tor it to ntala tu , .. ., 1 'ad ... jaAlnt.al a Utade ntn _. 
&h ..... tlal t•wn. TM aeeollll potat nteb 'u 
Prt.e Mtld•'• ela•• \Mt u auaaaed •• u.e 'be­
Uel u.' l' woalcl nal:U ba t o ' b• tatene' of boa...., .. ••to baft \be o~aatOG ooau .. 

•• 
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ao a 'bllffar wlaleh 00lll4 4Ml v1 ~ a117 ~114 
C(lloauoao v1tbMlt laftlYl., ~ so•oraaoah 41-
reotlJ la ~lr 4otoralaatloa.• 

Ill'. 107 tv~r iatorao4 ao that ho gdhoro4 tbat 

Dr. S.ltoltea dal'oo ~ Prlao Xla1otor'• Yhwo v1th ro­

pJ'Cl to ~ perooaaol of tho Intoraatioaal .Joiat OOM18-

11oa 'but fooll tb&t U ¥111 'bo 41ffioal.t for ~o Oaaa-

41aao te rota.1a tho pr .. oat obal'aotar of ~ Coaa41an 

ao.morob1p of ~ OOM1ooioa la now of ~· obaJIIOO 

about W 'bo •4o iD ~0 Aaol'iOOD IOOUOD aJ14 tb&t, OOD­

IOqliODtlJ, ia 4•• oouoo, ~· Oaaa41aa Oo•oraaoat ..,, 

with what ~poaro to 'bo ooaoi4orablo rolv.otanoo, appoint 

offioialo to bo Ooaalooioaoro who 1101'0 or looo will oor-

roopoa4 with ouo. 

It io oloar tb&t tho Ooaa41aao haYo ooao obJootloao 

whleh are otroqor ~ thooo roporto4 to •• horototoro. 

Wh1lo I 4o aot bol1no U.t u 1o aoooooaJT tb&t ~" 

ohov.l4 bo UJ ....... la 7oar pftCI'UI, it ooo-.4 4oo1rabh, 

hoWOYor, w 1111'1., tlt.lo eltuUoa te ,_ anoaUoa. 

Ia tho .... u .. wo are eoaUaallll te sho anoauoa 

to tho oolooUoa of aa appreprlato ottloor te flll tho 

YaoaaoJ oaaoo4 'b7 tho reol.-Uoa of Ooftnor Jartlott. 

Fa1 tlllhll7 '"". 

CoTI!ell ... 11 , 
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Dec 1, 19S9. 

O.G,T, aaid that the lettera to Klnc 
Leopold and Queen Wil.helodna were aent 
to thea Tia State Dept 

M&MOIWIDWI roa 

leW .... u, 11311. 

IHl •ollltAIIr or II!Atl 

llha' 110111.4 rou tblllk of ., ten4U. IOMtblftl Ub tho 
tollowlftl •• per10nal an4 uottlolal ••MP• to 11111 
Ltopo14 aa4 QIIHft •Uholala& t In Ylow ot taM tao\ *' 
lAopol4 11 aa o14 tJoloncl ot at.no an4 Ula' I ban ano .. ,ral 
~Mil ooanooUoa1 n 1101114 bo a 4ooon' thU. to do aa4, 
1n a441 Uon, wbother tblf aooopwt or 4oollae4, 11' war 
oo•• ~ •• U lllcb' bo a bolpt111 polUloal s-ehro tor 
tbo tla,ve, 

•to I:U. Loopol41 

1n tbo non' ot a now t.nnllon ot Bolf•• 
and booauto ot our lOfti-'S.. tr1ondlb1p, bopo 
rou wUl tool troo to llftd rour obUdren and 
anr oUlor aotlbor1 ot tbl t..U, ~ Ulo Oft1w4 
8t&W1 durlfta tho d&fts-1' per1o4. You oan red 
•••urod Ul&' 111'1. RootnoU and I wolll.d 11•417 
look after tbolr lafo\7 an4 woll-llolnl and 11ba\ 

wo wnld recal'4 aa.. •• -"" ot our -
taaU,. Ao a •'"• ot prooauUon U 1101114 
proM'bl7 llo "'' ttW tboa 'o 10 t1rr V.ln aa4 
-~r ~ BUM~ or Ll1'11oft and I 11011l.d 11&417 
IOD4 a 01'\11011' there to brlftl Cb• to WalblJII\oD 
or to CNr _,.., plaoo at -.rae PaS. 

I aa tblllklq -.ob ot rou 1n theM paYo 
bo .... 

•to """" ftlMlalnal 

I aa tblllk1q aeb ot JOU and tho llouO ot 
OJouie 1n tboto or1Uool ear•, anc1 U oeow• 
to • *' 1n tho .,. .. , ot tbo t.malloa ot 
lollaa4 JOU _, O&H to baYO tbo OJ'OWil I'I'I.MOII 

an4 • abU41'en ... to aa. ~w ••"• 
\IIIDI'U'U, ~ bo oa.plowl.r tato -cat.att 
aJ.I'PlaD• ra1a.. n WIN14 11.,. 111'1 ....... ol, ancl•...., .... , bapplnoll ...... ,.,. ... 
trror MN at 11' -.., WN IIM_.I ot CNI' ... 
t..U, anc1 tbOJ oo~4 ... to • olther 1D 
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Walh1nston or at our oo1111tJ'7 plaoe at R)'de 
Park. 

I aa telecraph1nc ., old tr1end Leopold 
1n re,.rd 'o b1a own oh114reni and I want 
1011 to know that I ""' 'o be p 1n &117 
peraonal .., wb1ob 11ea 1n -r power. 

r • D. R. 



~ POl !'Ill PIIIIIDro 

lnntu7 !hall utecl • \to sift 7011 the tollwille 
.... putitlll ncceauaa. ' 

"ftat tM 1._ ot ..._ter or title or ule et 
tM t7.1. lhipplllc U.. -Hl• 1a owtaowwq. be held 1a 

&be) PSI a\11 WI ._. rt tf II Off DOt WI will -.4 tblll 

ftlllllo Ill thoupt ,....,. tM 1h1p1 oCNld bo told to MD 

-'dar-. tbet aipt be Jl'lfttallll ud tbl hope hdd Clld 

to \11M tbet tM I'll .. tiw .-14 be _.. ilo Ccagr111 • 

1te •...-1Bc 1B .Je rt• to 1•' Uy tbeoe ftUill tor uq 
1111 tMJ' llipt baTe t.ou ud .. tho11 ~. • 

•••••• 
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».oonact. t<:r tt. Prni.._ 

Prca 'LwU .J, • 

• 

low 1at 1r lT, 11111. 

labjedel'ropoae4 uqdelUoa liT the War Dept or v.s. Ship• •de 

llii'Jil• by the lfttr&lity J ot 
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COPY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Wara Spr inge 

Nov 25, Hl:59 

''E"ORANDO!J FOR 
TI!K SECRETARY OF STATE 

I hear from an outside aouroe that 
Bullitt ie very t ired and needs a couple of weeke 
holiday. Wha~ would you think of sending him 
the fol lowing telegram: 

If the situation doee not 
greatly change in t he next two weeki , 
why not eome home for Chriatmaa? If 
while you aro her e something breaks 
loose you can always get back in three 
or four daya . If you decide not to come, 
why not r,o to Al&iera and Tunie for a 
c ouple of weeks and make report on 
eeneral situation North Africa? 

F. D. R. 

For orieinal carbon of thia memo and the 
President '• lett e r to B. Bullitt of Nov 
25, 19:59--SeetBill Bullitt folder-Drawer 1- 39 



For or1s1nal letter attached 
t.nd other me:r.oa raserdinr; aame 
aubjeot 
See:Auetrali& Folder- Or&w$r 1-1939 

117 <leer lllr. Prell dent: 

No 

p5P 
mt>or 28 1939 ~j~ 

I 

Tbe 8r1tlah Aabaeeador t hle aornlng lett wlth me 
a aealed enTelope addreaeed to you by the Prlae Wlnla­
ter ot Auatralla, Mr. Robert 0 . Men1lee. At t he aame 
tiae the Aabaeaador l ett a aeaor andua oitlnc the in­
tention ot the Australian GoTer nment t o eetabllsh a 
Legation a t Wa1hlngton. I enolo•e t or your 1ntor8a­
t1on a oopy ot the aeaoran~, t ogethe r with a oopy 
ot ey reply in wh1oh I expreaaed plea1ura at t he •o•e 
and 1nd1oated t hat we .auld at once take 1teo1 nrenar­
atorr t o t he e1tabliaheent of a Legation at Canberra . 
I added, boweTer, t hat the Leration would not be ottt­
oiall7 opened until a Mlnleter had been 4ul7 &~pointed 
and eoat1..e4 ltJ the .. nate. .. the Au1tral1an 111nU­
ter will onl7 be appointed two or t hree aontb1 henoe , 
the arriYal ot an Aaarioan Minleter at Canberra •hould, 

ln 
the Prllident, 

'l'be Whl te Hou". 



- 2 -

in general, IJDOhroni&e with t he arriYal of an Auatralian 

Miniater in Waah1ngton. 

raithtull7 roure, 

li:noloeuree : 

1. Sealed en•elope to 
t he Preeident. 

2. il .. oranGwl tro• tlle 
Bri t1eh i:abaUJ. 

3 . lleaoran4u. in repl7 
to the Britieh ~bae•7 · 



TH£ SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 4, 1939 . 

lm!ORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Hereto attached ie cop:y ot m:r Chicago addreee 

tomorrow (TUesday) night. I hope you can read i t, 

together with my Capper letter heretofore sent to you, 

The view I Axpress about one phaoe or the trade 

agreements is that the Trade Agreement Act thus tar has 

been considered a temnorary emergency program to deal 

w1 t h emergency econorn.1.c condi tiona; and since t he present 

war extends and makes more acute than ever an ~oonomic 

emergency, it makes a strong caae to continue to preeent 

our reciprocal trade policy as an emergency pr ogram to 

meet emergency conditions . This prevente critics in 

Congress from saying that ws are atterJ!Pting to take the 

taritt- maklng authority permanently away from Congress. 

{ 

\ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

FUTURE RELEASE 
NOTE DATE 

A.t':ffi.::SS OF !'.l!: ~~AA •:.z CC~t:..! ::-r....:., Bt':.~~~· 
c~ ~.: .. :re: , kt -:'H: r~rt:.. ar=1:;!ta, Cl1 I:;.A"'L tt.Lir :s~ 
o:1 r~ c..:c;.si~-~ C't rut n.\.:Q.'"E'7 J.SLD n; c.:>~l::t·cr,.o:­
i1t1H 7tS A..,!'UAL f::.tT l:'G OF It!£ AllER.!CA'' FA '' iJllltEAU 
n::n~~ttor , c::cc. -c~t s, l:i3SJ A": 9 r. r..·. , cc:·rML 
!l1'.4.:.:Dk'"D Illt. (~~It 8::.CRl:."'TI.ii.'i 1 S A~Dffi:~3 1f .. 1 L t 

alt)A.X.\.57 c:J THE d!.1J£ :-z:F."O~:: cF 'l'H! '.\ no:·,u. 
&i\CIAICAS7UtJ CO;:?,\!:Y) 

':'::ls a::mal D'tCt1'11; Of ; 1e A.:la!"!.eatl Fllf': IIUHil:.& 
Fol~z-atlJ)r. u an a"~r-rlnte O('cn:·!.or r~r •xa tr.l~ 
evt:~r.; esAe""U~ f !liiC o!' O\lr' a,-r!e·.Ut -a! ~:-o~l~l:. l!"'i 
t>'lt~ tts dt>~_ .. ,c t~• lnu:--.a:to•-al :~.~eet • Doth 
F,\'\ eo s.re ot t . u"; o1t lrr;;orta.1ce, ani l-o~'l el:.O!.llr\ 't'e 
Fl'ton tn.e tu!lo t attont1on . 

In ~he present worlJ or\ole, it ls t~o t1rlt tuty 
or overy nn~lon attl1 At ~cacw to be on tne a\vrt ror 
l'ta oatl!ty an1 I':Ourl~y . to this end, inn country ll.ko 
ourr,, dn 1nro~o~ ~~ u~1f1o4 rutllc op1n1on in pupport 
or tl. o-o•..::nd pro{"rrl::& 0( rorullo"'ii J<Ollcy WU l'l1..1V8r' I ON 1m.­
rot"t&nt . TO.,lf:l".t we o:.A,)' •oll co.-:.sldcr, 1.r: t'1e tlrat or 
Noer.t a:-:perhr.ce, e-o~ OtJtlt l~"" • ..anb p'•)~le-a ao tMy 
ar:ect too t;;turo wcl t&N or .A::.Jr'1C.'l.") r1:W2"1 &n.S or !lll 
other e1~1~e~ •• wtll . 

;~J~ tl\..J to~ period o: : .. ~don •~t-" .. r~o•dod 
tlo o~:.:t-:'0'".._' or rNrt:1t. ho•tllltur, o~ GoY•J"!".:Or.t 
1t!"''v• m.t!.rtr: ~ty to u:r-tJ'Ift:..'l•:'l c-,.,. rorcee ot F• ~o . 
F»r -"UlJ' -~e~?la 1 t M!1 bOer. "lll :oo cle"lr t"l'\t, u:\lou 
pollclu ot p~Aco: l 4.1r1 coo.•tr;ct1vc eO<~tor'lt!Q1 co·JU. 
bo 1:.'\lO too •• ,,,.~! OW"or 1•011-Jlca or ru-r.::u:1 tnr at 1"'1'1 

conouac.;, t'l.O 01111 J"OII1blo outco::oa .OJlcl bo n Cll)Qr 

W'\1' , 
o~~ et!'tu·ta ror Pllo&oo tcUlo11. To h,y n l:t.rt~o pt~rt of 

tho 



or the worl4 lt en«ar.-4 ln ••~ed cont11ct . Wlth the 
·~• Leal vith whlch ~• etrove to avert thla c•t~etrop~A, 
our Oov~~~nt 1a nov oetk1hr to p~vl~e cvor.y poe•lb\e 
ateurar:.ec a.catnllt our 'oeln~ drawn lnto lt . The 1"C~Ctntly 
enacted no\Jtrallt.)' lop:11lJLUon llnd oth.et' &Ot).turoo wlUoh hne 
been ""4 are bolns taken tt)n1ty to t h1e taot . Th1t ooun-:1•y 
anould not , an4 uet not, be dr&lftl 1nto war. 

Bu~ even thouyh Wt remaln at peace , vo cannot lnnulnte 
ourselves from the econo=lc tnd ot~~r e!fecte ot a aaJor 
"•r a:u"l"tAN ln the worlt' . Alre-a4y ve have ~lUll to tetol 
tJ .. e !'?f'lcta o!' U.ln o:.r.tllct. Vart148 conu-ola, vHh t!,elr 
41&r4?t!~ e!!eote, haYe ~plAced t~~ n~rG&l proc••••• of 
:rate ~lth areas vhere ho&:llltlea are 1~ procr••• · 

A~ t.tc varr'r"~'t nauo:n redJu.u. :l'!:elr lepo:-t trade 
lr.cr.ae!r.U.7 to ''&r noceu1 Uee, toth a~rlcuHure •114 
lr.dua-:ry ln -:hU CO\ifttr"J' f•tl tolf'l et!'~eta. Somt brancH\01 
or 1nduetry expll'1eMt Uo :e~:po,...ry lltlaalJ.lUI or .,.r d,.M..nd. 
On tho oth~r handJ cob~cco rrowera, rru!t growor•, and 
other oroduccro o! ttU't.J~ pMuuote r:ot roglll'd.e4 AI otr1ctly 
OOIIOfttial to the JlrQiltOUUOn Ot' WAf' 81"0 ~uldonl)' OUt orr 
rro!'!l 1.~portant m.o.rkett'l. Mnny kln~l or manutnot\.lro4 OxPOrte 
llkovlae fool tho 1tdl.;ht ot 1uo1t restr1ot10MI , 

For tho du~at1on or tne ~'r we cuet bo prGpAred to 
lloC't))t \\8 i.inavoldable D.An)' cr tcuo toe.poru-;,· di,larrance­
o:~tnu. }r:'ltlcne a! tt&r t1vt t~olr !'lrat cOMdrn to c1Uur;r 
~urpoet6. Natu~ lJ, ~b tl Gove~ent 1• etrtvtns to kutp 
!'<Nl~ ar1:: t a 'tor o~l· p:rM\I·ta ·'J)en, "lni t.o .. euN a 
relaxation or :r~ctrtc~l~n• n~vl7 Lcpotod. But t~ore aro 
broa4or L"ld -ore t•l"'-"aehlf\1 p~t.le:& !a•ol••d. :"e-poran 
dtttteultt ~a m\l.St ~Qt bl1n4 ue to the teportaneo ct tol­
lC)'(ln.g poUclta ~lc.'\ ' I'! 11 both cu.chlo~ t~..o al"..ocl. ot owrrent 
dev:lo"Jllll'ln";a nd ~;ntblt ut to sra,plo sucetutully vltt. 
th• colossal p!"'ble':lt 'r tb~. tutl.l!"e . 

In ;h~ ~~ltur or 0\tru,tlv• rorcot unlu~e~ d b7 ;he 
w.lr, 1:: 1a v1tal that •r• 01111t no stoJ) whlch "flU holp to 
kuop thle coun~ry unlt~4 ,n4 Gtrong. One or tho roun4a­
tlon oton~• ror nuoh untty and strength ls a aoun4 on4 
proe~croua ~grtculturo . ln Fubrunry l93BJ burore tho 
National Farm Inot1tuto , a~ Dot Molnce, I aa14 : 

•t ~ullova lt to b~ vital ror tho nat1on 1 t 
ltnbillty and •ceur1t7 th~t our !arming popul tlon 
be ado~uato ln ))rGpOrtton tO Othar pa~tl of ~h~ 
populktlon . A vl'' pol1e1 :or ~~ natlon roqulrea 
\hat tl':c .. cvr..UU~I \1!1!1 r vhlch thOIO tntaae4 ln 
&r"T!.eultuN llYt and llllbor tha.ll bo Ju '! an.S ta1r-t 
!ln.i tt<~t uro on tt.o tc\r.: aheuld be att.raoun a.na. 
•doquatol7 ~v•~lne. • 
No one vtll quaa~tcn t~~ eo~~,e•• ot th1 objoottwc . 

th• onls orotl~a 11 ru b~tt to promote tt . 
to attain th~t obJtottvu cno or t~o batlc t•ott thlt 

au&t bo r~coRn1~cd 11 th•t t~o prosperi ty or •~rloult~ro 
in thla country 11 tl~d ln with that or tho ~t1on n1 a 
lt'holo. U!)ftwln~o Anrt dovnttw1ngo ln ra.at or y ptl.)'rolU Aro 
rorl~etod ln rlalnR nn4 r.o.lllng d'm~d 1n our oltlot 
tor product• or tho :nra, Jurt fta up• ~n4 do~m• ln tar= 
prooporlty lntlucnoo tactory 'Afrolls r.nd thu8 attoot 
th• 1nc~o• nnd 9urch•o1ng powor or o!ty psoplo . 

SO coneS. 
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~oond, t'UU l'lnd tt!>ble prtoepor1ty t or our MUOn 11 
4et1nltely Unlee4 to eoono!Uo Qondltlona ln the ~•t ot the 
world. F'ulleat ,pro1110tton b7 c.\o=ett1c measure• or our nat1on.al 
ooonomlo weltnre 11, ot oouree, alw~s eaabn~lal . But lt l a 
idle to expec t • tllt.ll t aotorr degJ•et or ~ttA1nt4 eoonoa1o 
recovery in tb1a country whllt tho buyi ng power or other cou~ 
tr1et 11 roduood to a more traot1on or What lt ousht to be . 
When wo c~~not aell ab~oad our great eXPOrtable ourpluttl or 
ta.r;; anO factor y pro4uote , agrtoulture, lrduetry and l&bor _ .. 
All throe - - =uet pay • heavy penal ~,. . ~!culture eutf era 
from the l oa& of lta tortlln ~~kttl • It alao .uttort troa the 
ahrlnkt.f;e 1n ltl hoM aa.rket that takea place 111htn a:roat anu­
tao ~~rlng tnduatrltl tlnd ~elr export outl•te curtalle~. with 
rerult!ns •.u:e!:ploy•n-: and rt~'Jced purcl"..atlnt" po ... r ln our 
Oltle• tor pro~~ett ot tht t~: . 

In brl et, the th1r.c that 1 •.ant etro~ll' to ecphaehe 11 
that the pro&per1t7 ot ~lcu.lturo and or the 1lflole nat1on 11 
oloe ly tted up with t~A pr.t·noe or abtenoe ot a he-lthy flow 
ot trade between nRtlon•· ~~ exlat~nee ot actual ldl1tarr 
w&rtaro •broe.d, wlth 1 t1 411M.IPt11'16 ettecta upon p:ro1uotlon, 
trade and ~lnnnoc, doet not ln any aonee chango tho tundam~n­
t~le; lt only -s~ravatee tht problem and 4~laye tho aol~tlon . 

On t~la eubJeot or torulSn trade, unl~se ovory farmer and 
ovary other A~rloan oltl ~en thoroughly undor tt~nde the loeson 
ot 'llhat happeno4 atter the World War, .e ahall tfll~Nl1 ropc•t 
th 41aastroua exptr!cnot or th~t period . 

By the close ot that war the Whol• lnt rnAtlonAl teonoclc 
maot.1no h~~~od been throf'l\ vlohntly out or gear. NoMIIIl 
chA.Md:la or tr"adt and tl na.r.ot ha4 bet:-n cUar-.lS'\tl d. Evtr,..here 
~. ~ondt~lor. .. , one or 1 r1ou1 &aladJu•·~r.t and 41aloeAtton 
tn blt~ ,..-rlc:ult'.ll"O an4 1n4ul\:t7· 

The obvlo:.u r.eod ne tor ~. re1t.o:oatton or norul aM 
h sltt~ trade r~lattona aaong natto~F •• th~ only po1~tble 
&car.• o! eetabl1t~1"' 100~ to~n1atto~• tor or.d1r1~ reac 
•nd tor the eoonomlc -.11-t.lnv. ot !.e ~oplea of all natlona . 
But that ls t~xactly whot Ud nQt happen. Instoad., .. h. world 
preaatd headlong down t~o ~rTIOuo road or narrow n~r1onal1em. 
On •11 eldel there grew up 1 vo.at net1':'Ql'k of trl\do rontrlctlone 
And other lmpo4tmonta to normal ooon~mlc tntcroQura~ l~poacd on 
the mletAken thoor1 thnt ouch oxtf'~Qu =~aauree would brlnp 
~L~tcr prosperity . Inetond, now dlslocatlona woro a44o4 to 
ol!\ . A,.n-lcultu:olll tlnd othc r aurpl1.1aoa p1lod up 1n 1nr.e pt\rts 
ot tn"' uorld, •Hh no "'fiJ to aull tho,.o . ;.t t!1 Ill!:. ti.IDO . 
otbor rcglona wore ljvlnr, on abort ra~lona, t~olr puroha1lng 
po-.;r ec:r1ousl7 rc.d~eod by 1nab1l1tY to aoll U1e1r ln4uatr1nl 
and other s~rpluaoa to tort4'n landa . 

f!.n.ally . at tho ond or the =~·nt!ct. ca=- tl'.e t!\ft:"p 
deaoco;.t 1r.to tho ••• ro•"' dtp-caeton tho 1"'0!'14 hat •v~r 
kno-rn - followo!! by a tur•!'le• 1nter.&1t! eatlon ct tho Y rY 
•~~ p?llc!eo ot narrow natlcn~11• ~1eh tad dono eo cuoh 
to tr1ng on the ,._n~;~ral toonc,mJ.c colla~. £•cry oon­
C41Yalle 4~v1ce tor roetrlotlng trade •~ brourht 1nto play. 
K1gh~t t~rltra, quotoe, import lloon~oe. exohangw eon~rol, 
b~rtor arrnng~monta, ourrdnoy manlpulatlon} and many o ther 
4ovl~o• lncrc~alngly ohokod ott ln ~ornntlonal trAdt . 

OrAv~ c!ttftkoe ot polioy on tho part ot tho Un1tod 
Statoa , ne well 11 or other oountr1o~. aontr \buted ,rtntly 
~urlng tho Tw~nt1oo to t~o l=Pnirmont ~r th~ wholo ~rld 
ooonoldc a1tuatlon, eul=unAtlns 1n the gonor~l b~oakd~~n ~t 
tr end Qf tha~ 4ooadt . 

l'o ref\l.aod •4 tAO!) tho rti\U Ues or tho •1 tui\Uon. 
•• r&l aed our tar1tt ahArplJ and tn41acritdnat•l r 
t.nd ~UI ea4e 1t 1CI)Ott1bh Cor 

o ther 
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Other countrha to keep up tbeir J;IW'<:b.uU of our tam 

ao4 other pi'O=sote and at tht MU tiM Mkt p&JIMMI on 

their dtbta to ua . We then tried to eacapt t~ oonae­
quenoea by loanlnc the money ;o pay tor our own exporto . 
Finally, after knnounelna 1n 1928 our intention of once 
110re raltlnc our tart!'t. we c.-ppect the oU:a.z ot an tTer­

narrorin'f tcoooeUo po11cy 'by pu <:lnq on our otm atatute 

books ln 1930 one or ~he aoat 1ll-C1D04 an4 coe~ly pieoea 

of leglelation in the entire hlator y of thla country-­
the Hawley-Smoot Aot . 

WMt followect la painfUl hinory . ronlgn cou.ntriee 

roullato4 by dr&Ulcally incrcaalng t!:elr tart '~• t.n4 

oth~r trAde b4rr1tra &galntt our prod~ta. Our ezportl 

ot fa~ and other produoto eluopod h~avily . The olalna 
of thoae wbo bact blandly aaterted that tarmort and o\bera 
would b4 aaw.ro4 J)elllll.r.t;lt protP*ri t7 by thla t:t:targo url!t 

legislation wero at onee upoaed to the r.lenUen ~tat ot 
!aoto. eurpluaoa ot tam and ot;hor produ-,u were d.t.l:lo:ed. up; 
~rioos oollapeod; t~otor1ua were oloeod; .any millions woro 

thro11"D. ou~ of c.mploym~nt; and a,grloulture waa ln o. atattl of 
t. .• unlp tttr. 

I t ••• to cope whh thia oxtreao econoa1c ~rift'nc-y 'f.hat 

Oonsreaa on&ctod tho trado-agrco~on:a pro~~ · Th11 prog~J 

whilo r~t~lning thoro~hly ~ple 04fcguardl for our domoetio 

vroduoere, 11 dcliti%le4 to reopen t"'\o c:log:-t~u~ ob.w\nola ot 
wtua.llJ benotic1&1 "::-ado between wr ootmt:y L~d oth.c~ eoun.­

trteo. .ln a:ergcno1 ;.ropta to deal with oaoraeney cocd1Uona, 
tho t;rndo-~groomont policy ts tho only pr&cticablo aothod open 

to ua !or t~c purpose in '~ow . Tho only e~eationo ocrioualy 
put !cnrar4 today by OJ>I)Onocu ot the progru 41"0 poorly dJ o­
:utae<l -.-,8"\:.vdra to return tMa ctJU.-,!!'}" to the &.wlfi}·-S=oot 

o bn.r;:o policy, or ito equivale~t . 

S-olid progi'OCI II ~ao bnon ma.d.e during tho pant tivc YOl\1'0 

in ~he oparation of ~ho tru¢o-e~roo~nto prograc. We havo 
nt•1'0ti4toJd. a,;;caonta With coW\trlol thAt ~ecount tor prnoti­

oally tb:"C"o-.1/tho o!' our tot'll torotgn ha.do . Valuable btn~ 

t1 u, throu;!l sa!'oprd!nr or 1::-, rortng our llcceae to iorch,;n 

marko~c , 1\tt.\'O boon accUl'od for 11 corully bundred.l of producte J 

bo~h ~~riculturnl nnd non-usriculturol . On r~ produoto thcoo 

bonc~ita (includin· ~~~toe& o! ecntinued dutr- freo entry of 

oc:-t.'\1n UOIU , notabl:· eouon) COY IT nao.:rly half' (4'7 pcroont) 
ot our toto.l exporto of t~ra prociuctc tc. ell count::ico. Tbe7 

4ftoct ~bout thrco-tourthD ot our total oxporto ot fnro prod­

uota to th~ txado-agrce~on' QountrioQ thomnelvoo • 
..t few lllultr:'lt1on.e 1:'111 bo holpt\11 . 
A~t,r ~period. ot loue-:hAn-avo~ auppllee, 'ho co~ 

hot!; 1c4uouy io aptn booo&ing heaVilY d.op('ndcnt upon erpor-t 

outlets . Roduot1on ot bnrricro n~inot our export• ot pork, 

~. or baoon hnl boon obtuinod ln ton coun~rlea . On lnxd ni no 
~untrlol haYC red.uce4 ba:r1or4, wbilo t~reo O\~tro bQy~ a«roed 

n ~ to i::lpoeo new roatrlotiona . Of opocial etsr.lfl,·omcc h the 
reDoval 1n tho agreement with Groot Br1t~1n of a b~40DOOQ 

proforont141 duty on lard, origin6lly iopoood in rotolintion 
!·r so~o or tho e~porprotootlonll\ provla1ona of tho Howley-
& aoot ttn1 !t. 

On GL~ and «rain producto, fo:etgn-crado bnrrtere haYe 

b· on lovoro4 1n 110at of tl\a ngroo~ntG now in offoc't . GroM 

8rttn1n h~o r~ovo4 tto d1nor1oinAtory duty on r.hoot, oloo 
or1~nclly lcpoaod 1ft rot0l1nt1on for o~ aotloo undor tho 

Hl\wlcr-L-oo' to.riff, o.ttd bu o..e.-roc4 \.0 keop oorft on the trot 
ltn. 

F~to , vogotnbloa , ond 4 lo~ liot of other tor.; prodU~t• 
h4vo nlao mntorinlly bonofitod from the oonoosatona obt~1ne4 in 

t~• trndo ogroo~onta ~ 

: Me. theae bontf1 tt han been bolptul 1n d.iapoelng ot 0\lJ' 

aartc:ultu.ral w.rpl\Lie8 11 euf!1c1tnt17 1ndlo&te4 by the f&et 
tl\.o.t, bat-w .. n Hi3& and 1838 1 our export• of r..:m products to 
trade-agree~ont oountrioe inoroaeed. by nearl~ 50 percent , 

wbereaa to other oountrtel the7 414 not inoroaas 
at ell, but deelined al.i;btly . ln &441\ion, of 

COW"II 
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ot cou.ree, the benet1t:e obt~l.n~ tor uporh or non- tv; 

product& have oroatod omplo~nt l.n our oltl.ee and ntnco 

3 bettor 4o~eet 1c carkct tor rarm and oth4r produot a. 

l'o r.:.vo t hue e;ont tar to.,-¢ an.t'e:;tUN1:-~g &n4 reope:11118 

lmport"lnt rorotgn ::r~.r·4totl for our rai"'Q and; otbtr pro4ucte. 

The &Lr~~ onte wn1on wo ~vo no£ot1"lt04 nrt otond1ng uo 

1.:1 £004 1t !3~ no•, ot a tlse •hon, 01 a. ro•ult or the •or, 

our txportt ~ r~co4 wlth acvoro new trDdl reetr1ct1ona 

ln anny councr1ea. Thoy ~rov1do on orrootlve .. ~• or 

1naur1ns better ccette to tDOit ~~ete t~ •o would 

othorwlso tK:l ablo to ~t. 

Tho wo1•k or rebu1.leu no 1ntorn,.t1ono.l tr~do on 11 aound 

ba ait, th..a. bebun Gr.4 aubttnntl.Ally o1rr1od rorwn.l·d. h4a 

boen, tor the s:reeont, ro:l4trad aoro d11't!oW.t by the 

outbN:Lk ot o. now MJor wa.r . 71'\o ecoM ot opor1tlon or 

tho tr:~.4o-~reemente progru 1n the ~-rnl)dlato tut\U"e W111 , 

or ooureil, be :-oa;rlotocl b7 •or oo"'1.41 Uo"lfll. aut that 11 

no rOAGon, as eo=a contend, ror aba~donlnc t he ent1r' 

program to~ the 4ur~tlon or thll W3T. ThOao counaold or 

despair an4 4oroat o•erlook thD a12-1~ort~t t1ot thAt 

tl".o oh'\I'IOOfl or aound economlc rGIItOrAtlon !\!tor tN~ •or, 1n 

wn1ol'\ we an.')ll ho.vo a vital ln1:1 or~Jet 1 will bo !llmoat non­

erlat•nt 1t .., now a'btl.noon our work 1n boho.lt or aound trndo 

pollo1es Md coaee O'.tr ortorta to 1n..1.\»e oehor no.tlone to 

ko~p ollvo the l~perGt~vG neod for auoh pol1cl oe. Trt1a 11 

no t1:e to atr1p oureolvoe or nooeaaary moAns of ~ct1on. 

xr tt:.-eN: 11 CL!'tl'tnl~ oortU· 1r. tr.1.& world, 1t !e 

tho.t , ~ftor prooont hoa,ll1t1oa coco to an end, there 

wUl bo An e\·l!n more d 'epur:1te need t h.'11l thoro •as ln 

recent year• f~r v1~roua ~ot1on 4ee1~d to roetoro ~~ 

r romOto ht_rUtnl' !l.nd lliUt lUlllf benetlc14l trdde ~n- n'lt!one. 

tr.a tact thnt, dur lnS t~o pnot tlvo yoora , 21 nnt1cna 

ar.owed t!':ul:- •1ll~nea&1 b7 enttrl.nr 1.nto reclproco.l 

trode 'lj-.---retcoent. •-lth ue, to t::O.Uty t·~o1r trade f.Ollctoa 

1rt n mo~ 11berGl dlrlctlon ortera n eol1d b1s1e tor tho 

r.opo tft:J.t, wan pt-!lct ruealr'HSd, tharo •Ul bO a food oppol"­

Wn1ty tor co:::t:htln~t t.."tO wortt or tMd.e rottot"3t O!'l. t'.,~ 

proo1ouo opportunity wlll bo loet lf ••· whO ~vo 1n tho 

reoont p3ot t~on ~ pOI1t1on of lcadorabl p 1n t n1D vltQl 

work .r.o:..~ld no• rever• o~.o~r own pol1cq and tum our race 

etrnlgnt bGo& toward autoldnl ooo~omlc n~tlo~~la~. wtth 

1 te Hawley .. Sr::oo t oe'bo.rgo•e. 
It 11 ln all t~oe ~~1~t1ons, t~t the tr~~e­

~greemen;e progru aaoul~ bo co:-tald.ored bJ our people. 

W:uoh or thO propng~d4 thAt la bol.ng poura4 out upon tho 

f'l-r:.tr bNibeo oel.d Hg}:tl7 :lot onl7 tho inherent sound­

null or tne prosr~ ltadlt 1n 1te ~l~tlon to ao~etto 

proopor-lty but alao 1te dto1e1ve s 1R:'11t1oMce 1n connoc-

tton wltn ine whole probloz or the roatorntlon ,na e~lnten~noe 

or or.d.ur'lruo pO'!lce oneS ot g•ner3.1 eoonoAJ.o reoo~truot1on M4 

prog~as. the oontrdl olQlm or aucn prop4¥~ndlata 11 thQt 

tbe tr~d3-&gree~enta progr3m ~o couet4 an lnoroaao ln our 

h:;porte or acr1c~turQ.l, or eo-cillc4 o.e'rlcultural, produota, 

o.nd th~t tnla h!ll hurt tlgr1oul ture . 
Let • 11.0' to 101.1 1n pa rtootly pl.D.1n lonSU480 thnt 

1r theN wer.a tho al~tee' aup1c1on ln 117 O'lll'l alnd tbnt 

t~~•r. ln th1e countrr weN bolng hurt, l"atho:r tMn helped, 

by the trn4t-.o.grto.monte pros.ra.m~ lwould bt tho t1rst to 

fAvor dt'Opplng U:. But the tc.otl t-ell o dltteront etory. 

Let 



Lot ua look •t 'he latoe~ t1eurne. Durl"b the ftret 
nino 1110nthe ot 1939 wo 1cporte4 into thh oountt·y t 795,000, 000 
WO!'th Of IL£r1c•llturnl, 01' c~oe.lle4 ft,fTiO'Jltur&l, produ'lte . 
Thoao who 1:ee our agricultural hrpott Ugurte •• 11 b\eh tor 
atU.ck on the trado-3£reementa procrp woul4 hl\.'11 tho co•mtry 
boUove t~::.t tbeae i'aporta cn:c that A=eri~"'&n t:ueere N:Lve 
loet tb&.\ JNtb of thei~ »:se .arkot . Jov!'t.: waa 1\. .,,ee p&lpo.b:le 
ar.!1 lr.cldioue f&laebood per--pe!ra.tod on O\U' ta.:a people. 

'r.'.a~ a:e these l:por~• of &.£Tl'Nlt•.ua.l produota tMt Y'"":J. 
bq,r eo &J.cb abo;tl ::One of tho aol:-otyle4 f:t\tln1a r:f tho 
ta.raor will evu: tell you tl::.o fa~~ that t"""tb1rc1rl of 'Pbat we 
brou,o1'lt in durl~..g tho flrat rJ.ne ~ntbe of 1939, or abOut 
' O,ooo.ooo, "ro J):"oC.ueta W"'!eh oven t.he &\lthore of -;t-e 
Ka.wlty-&»ot tu1ft cona14e:e:1 110 1noapable ot clieplactr.a 
our own tara p:oc!uo"1o::~: D.tld c.o 1!".d1r,)f'ne&'bl for ou:- people 
tr~t they r.cre let~ on ~be !ree 11et in t~~ T~1ff A~~ of 
lD~O . .ber:g ;heee were aucb pzodue\e ao cot foci r·t'b'ber, 
rav eUk, bo.n;u-.na, c.oeoe. bc(..na, tea., oa.rpot •oo , and a1C1\l., 
ot. cotoru, which we do not prod.uot o.t. ~11 1n thin oour.t ry . 
\ibAt !fl.l'llloOl' wae hurt by tbo $121,0001000 of rubb-er we brought 
1n 4ur1~ th1o per1o4! or by tbo 81ul,OOOLOOO of oo!foo! 
Or the t 76,000,000 ot raw oil~? Or the taQ,OOO 000 of 
br\MMO, the $20,0001000 o1 COOOO. ba&nfl , thO ilh,OOO,OOO of 
r.urpot. wool, ot the vls,ooo,ooo ot ten, and. ao ont 

Tho produQte e~•Prieed. in tbo remaining third of the 
to~•l aartcult.ural !=porte are predo~ir~n~ly of tho two 
typoa : f1ret, C"Ot::mOdit1ea of wn1ob we cSo not prodUt"iO ent.t~h 
tor our doeee~1t~ requhenente, notrltl".atandlfl6 that Wf! lulvo 
!or )'tt.-ra t•poooc;-and et-111 ~odc.y 1apoo....-h1t:h taxi!!s on 
DOet or thea; l".nd eoocrus., produet\r-.,lt ot tl'.t$1. e.lao su'bject 
to hlt)! duttea--..,1ch •e 1:::1pon beCI\:JIO or epecttl qJOJ.ity 
or t.oal. or dlf!eren:cea 1n :Aike~in.J ae&eon or other 1Pec1al 
CO!la140r&Uona. Thec.e import. dO n')t 411pia,.o--,bey ll'PPlr-:Qt--­
ou: ~o!1c1ent ~eet1c supplteo. Without ~rtl~· our GD~o3 1c 
pro1a"O.t'8

1 
t!lC&O l:porta &rO alflO DOC.JIM.r'J for U.e OCQ!'IO;,.!c 

wtll-l>dr"G of our D!lt1on ~d. o;ho ooa!ort of our people . 
7hooo wbo are retpo!l~blo tor ~:.• anouvor of lATins :so 

.urb ur.w.r:anto4 atrO£& on ~~-a t:porta cl~1• thAt thcFe l~itod 
lc;H):nauone are e,.'lterW1Y hu:ttul \O .tat-rl~"'f\n agrlet Hure. 
n oru la tt.e1r av1lencel If r;uc.cre ta4 boon bur\ U woald 
be rotlo~ted in !&-~ 1noowe. That 1ft tho r~al t~et for evory 
!o.nor. 

By 1932, o.tter tr.o tmd ono-he.lr ye!\rt ol ltf\wley-SIIIOot tar­
lt:f embe.rsooa !t.rll cc..eh inooze bad !·llon to 4 ,6 billion do~ 
lo.r1 . 8y 163~ . nltur tour ye.n'D or trO.d."'""l',i:ftiO'n'IOnt policy, 1~ 
ho.cS rl oon to '7 , 5 o1ll1one , uolud.inJ bonofi t PIJfJIIOnt a . 'lOTI:! 
!cz~ora hurt by thin 3 ~ill1on incroaae in tarm ln~omot 

Tbo coat reckleao olcimo ot 1nJ~f h~ve boon mado rogurd1ng 
tho d.a.iry and oo.ttlo industrica . Yut tho tact 1a t:u,,t tho i n­
OOiil• ot tbe da11'f 1nc1u&try- Wh1ch hMt d.O~"linuc1 , unc1or t~r11:t 
on'b ..rgou1, tro.c tl, 844, 000,000 1n Ula!) to . 9'31 000,000 in 1S3?r­
roao, U.."\der our t.ra.de prograa, to 81,396,000, 000 1n 193A . roes 
thla 1r~1aeto 1nJury1 the inco=o of the ~~ttle 1n4~etry--•h1ch, 
un4or ia.rttt Clll~goea, toll !ro211 81,4<)S,OOO,OOO in 192'J to 
$J30,~~~ in 1933--=o•e. under our trac1o prq;ru, to 
$1,144,ouu,OOO ln lS:Ja . noee thia in!Un~~.~o ruint 

A.-.d. bo4r ln ctn¢ t.ha.'t. even in tbe porlo J. of our beav-1eat 
dalry ~aporu.Uona, bo.cic in 192o&-29, iapor~a of dAiry p•od:.:c-e.o 
nov r exroo~cS 1 1/3 percent o.t o!Jl' 40CII0e!1o p.l'Od"J~Uon. tn 
lJ~ Ule lcpor-to wore o:\ly 1/2 or 1 percent . Bear in ainiL too, 
t. .. t '·~• oa~~lea.~ l:.aa todaY, aa he ha• al_,a had, 95 to ~ 
per~•~t ot t~e h~e oarket . 

llhat 



-"· 
'lrrut t a t f&M ; t!.C'U1 t• 

prl.O,.I cr~tfl.N\ bttwetn 1~r~ "n 
t;Ot"l rulro t' t da'J . Bu• ~et ue 
e~~ ba~£ 1~ r er~· Jtar • 

n~ or ue ~ ~•er ~orr.e: ~o• 
)~~·, •h~n tt.e H••lcJ -5~ t r•~~ 

n - f.;):r(r t, ~1 tl'.o: r ho• thr~y l",fl v~ 

lrr~ - f r.c~r ~ hur~ by ·-e 1n~~·!C 1n t~l ATf~f flrD 
ert ~ t Wh h"' (~-= ~~ e~ntl A bu'hel 1n 1932 to &e Ct~t !n 19~t 

Wna~ war l~Jur1ou~ a-oJ~ tho 1~cr n·~ 1n t~e f•~ ~rtc1 r e rn 
!r Ja 2:«l Cf:'tlt 1tl 1932 tO 49 cen~l 1M lQJ.et ~t fftl'CI~r WIUI & ·­

(tlf'\'14 by ·~fl 1n~rrau 1!1 b'),.: p:-l .. ro ta~ • 8~ . Z4 ll ),U'\~r~ 1n 1932 

.. a7. 74 U lP" ? 'l"~t ea:-1 .c:•~ l'.:.fferr !~- "'h :-h t C&'tl~" 

pr!t•l !r:r.J $t . 'Z5 a tun .. n:l •o S•.'S~ t. '~-,"Jnol'r.K• l'ha• 4r...1ry:"M .._ 

hurt by -h •ncre~~• cf butttrfot. rr1ce1 fro 17 1 ) cen~, • ~ur.4 

t 2 • •• cen t''t 'i7r.llt w"ol grower roun:1 rtalll n t eomplt11n tVtr tt".e 

r11c t wo 1 ~··ices ft':)JI e.s cfln .. , a pcun • l? . l ernie? ~" e~:ost 

t tl:: 1 t:l'? ue· pr!.eo• - ~ A'! •~ t:.!gher tha:..., they • .,N a'¥ ar 

·~ . p ... en ...re rr . - :-rt:s .. , • ~t .,.. c 1 n•a!'"!1 'blo 

t!'l( 1 3t. !! rc . 
I~O" :c l' n~ ::.o~en t trOul'i I •M ~ to eu~ct= t rh.ll. • con •t 1 ne 

r;Jt' to.racr &;1 nrQ nro.rl:r "' tPOd aa ~h y ou,""h"' to Uft. F'lret, 

lae•, Witt rul f "'h ~1 C' , : u t,..r 1 ··:"0\'ln.,. t1", • flul 1 icr.ow 

!1"~t arr!cu ra1 c~ 1•1 ~s c nno• b ea•t ~o~t~r11J 1~~· ~ 

w!_· •• .a• t.h e.xpn.n•l .. A r -oe · .h: d. :!.can..: r r 1 --n carL<tl . :!'.a· 

1.e: pNctc 1,. ..:ty r !"Av r 1 ~:. tn the err t!• n aa r ::.·tt. ~ra e­
agrt~lll nu ~ .. ro r..m1 't1'!".1coh u th 'o('st m10thod in rl'l cant1nu!nt 

tl!l r~~ne!o' tor Af'!CO "'ltrhlnp; t1':.U ruult . 
If e~:!)cr! r:('c i1 any • ftcher- ,. t\11, 1 t 11!':. •tld. have tau,rht 

cv· rt nc c! u1 ~? r. w ,~ .. "'h n 11~n tn4t fa~ rd ean be •~•c4 

'by ar;;- tr.rlr!,t u o. en:..:- r1!': a. .1ol 1 n . r ... 11 pc:!l1•1C' 111 

lepoa !~lr ~o t~~- tr.rlff ~bor•o e ~o 1o•o Eroup1 ond w!tt~old 

th<m fro~ ~~t r • Whtn rue~ em nrr.oca orl ~rnn~od t, nor~ll1 , tho 

r ... 1ult, • •• 1 h eo.a .. 1n 19~-3'1 , u a colJnpsc r C'11r fot-dgn 

"'rto , \"':.::.tlhtnf ~or lfl\ 1:'1~ 'tl tAr r f n= r.n4 o ·h r aurpb.ac.a, 

0. ;'!r' •ro. ... er,r,.cul;-.u• , ..nd 4 f\:0 IT.N•c t\ll~l - . 
!~ !.1 n t n qu l""lcn o!' ~1v1n~ th A rtc~ CL\r.«c- t •he 

Am ·r1or.n t'rt111 l' ~r t~~~!nt 1 t t\WI'"f :"roo hlc , ?. h!!.l nlr!:.t~ F=Ot 

pr.·v·tc!l.ll;t r\1 of ·l". A.ac-rlt:l'ln mt~r~..:t, t\1 hf' hi' ... nl•f'IYl! l'>Jt it , 

uc . •--a• ! h ,. an16- ... r r :-, f w .. 'I!J 1 r frt'~"·• tht.t •~ ~o not 

gr 1n IIU!"ftc1 l'lt qu:,r., 1 u • t r ~ ooan ncodl vtn •ro>.Jn • la­

-po• htgh .. rH'!'I l:lft e It ( t e . !~Jbodf p-opo1 I to !'I.~JUU t.tl7 

tt'lt"~ rr rtt~ ln FUCh 1'\ W'\'' "':tl •o t!1Z1.nUl". ~.t l"llU f A:::. J·H~nn form 

prortueta ln the ~~•o ~r~ot . Thl •~lo A1~ ts, r~rh(r, :o tnor~~•c 

sueh •rlF• !n ~th :h dc~cetlc en~ t~(' fJr~1rn mnr~ots . 

W ":., • ·~ .... '!; •tw l"...::o 111\r&o• Jus • •1'1 ~ ab•ort our 

lnrs:" ·_.rp!·. c! eo,.. ~ . ctrrn r.nd ?(lrl. prvuuc• , •o ... nec , •heat, 

end t'r;.tt vnrl?us Mtlnclt , n • to e nt1on o:h.: r .,~ucu . •~ 

i11U5 1 1lth("r ('nd (iU"' lC1.1 C'tNJA~ C l' Clllc; IC.Q tht8f' IUt'plUS\'1 btu~): 

up C\n uc un·11 w ar,.. CV· t'"'h<'llll•d br th m. 
~~c ~n·r • b tw n cJr prc1c~t t~~ ool1ey, wnlch c nt ~­

pll:.t • ·n x r. 1 n ct bt;:h -:.o: .;:ac•-!e tn4 :ort'1r.n llt'!:rLc•• tcr 
ttl~ pre uc~ , cn4 ;r. t111't.nr- r-ol1ey, •hH~ sr.r1~• both ~ tt IC 

m:'lritctt, hna 'Octn a~1rnbly o!ntcJ Oy Srcrt"tnry IJ llAcc . 01 t oll.:. : 
115y r:U •<'n.no let ua Jlltlj{t \.h( 11101t or rh• homt• mc.rlto:t . 

lt-J ... I 1f•n• rou · ~ tMr.L: ant IJ!Ily r.bJU~ the t not thr\t ra.:~c-I"'I 
t YO an• · o lo•c tl'.l"':~~ r.Ml :"1-"llU•!c P')l!tl 1 th.•n e.ny 

Otnt'r •roup. In tht: pr- a<rnt. )'t,.r, 19:''. ftt~ M .. r ... cu •t­

Y'\tln~ pJ"'/bobl7 3!t ' "S tUlllon n.er .. • tr-~t ~!"'! fl'Olnr t> p~­

duoc thtr.r,1 which • tll b I01l nbroad . The =o1t odd1t1o~~l 

l~"n4 thry could us~; by cutt.1nft out Utpo:rtl W')\Jltl bC' ?"J"l\tlpa 

10 alll1fn ~cr • · lt Jur.~ ·~~l4n 1 t bo ~-ood 1 n•c t o r11~ 

he.\':.~ • 1· cv 3: or 4.5 -1· :.an ~c r t ld!c ln "'t"' .... r ' :17 

to f:T"!n r a"Titct ttr •o cll."llon r.er-,;1 , : d~n·,. th!r...£ f• f'C.CMI 

r. r foolllh .nough to tr~c , ollll r lt t~ r qUI:'!rter•, no anttrr 

h'lw 1t1•on« ~~ t'lt'C:Uur c m.f\1 bt.: by tho•o who nr~.. busy ,R"rtnd1ng 

•)",c lr ~wn .o.xca ." 

•• 



'!o eu• up, tho e••~ tor trade &S'NtltAnta oo=aa down to the 
alc.ple rrropoat;ton that, by re4~olrt£ •~eulve an4 JN"'eatonablt 

tArl!t bftrrlore ani ln4uctnr other c~untrlea to do llkewlat, 
thua pemlttlng a healthy srowth ot cutually advant1111eoue tr14e, 
we grcn.tly enlargiS the purohaa1nr powor and the mrkot outlete 

tor our t•r~ ~4 other eurplutoe, both at hoco on4 kbro~d . to 
tr.o ben.t'lt of iJDtrtoan a(O"lC.\Ll ture, A ... 11o.an 1n4'11tt:r7, an~ 

A:.erlean labor. 
~· boat teat or the trad~·~eaer.te poll07 and ltt 

a6eln1atr~tlon 11 to be round tn the 22 ogree~onta already 
negotiated . No tar1rr a4Jutteenta havo bo~n made ln our trade 
~eemonte w1thout the ut~et care to 100 to it that the 

bra~4hee of pro4uetton oonoerno4, ln -.rlculturo ~r ln 1nduttry , 
a~ u:ply •atoc:'\ltt"d•4· l'hat qr.:Ltlt h the:-e for auvQ1ng that 

Wh.a~nr tar!..t't IJ.Juetaen~;a •.a7 bo ~de ln tl:e tu:ur. wlll not 

bo ae cArO~Jlly oontldered ani aa adeq~AttlY aate~J-rded at 
thoao 1:'.&41 1 n agroomonte Al.road.:f netBiltll\tod? 

Tho r'\.·cor4 of toh1ev<'mont under thl tradc-agrroMOntl pro­

~rao 11 •~ open book . 1 tnv1tt any pcreon to ·~~• n alnglo 
1naq."tct r pnoral tarlrt ru.4Juat::aent c1tl:£r up.ard or cJo.-n­

warc!, ln the ontlr- ttacU llhtory of th .. ~.auon, wt-.o-" 1n tto~~·nr 

~&a bdon exerelaod •• cuch 1aptrt~al1~y. o~re a~\ acc~aev •• to 
ract8 na hae untror~ly ~~r~otor1~ad tho negotlatlon or o~r 
twenty-two trade ~~Odcentt~-~r any uoro eol1c1tu4o tor the wol­
!aro or a rloult!Jro, labor, 'bl.lllnoee, and the population ot t.he 
country tn 1ta c~tlro\7 • 

Full &r.d auble proaprerl\y tor our nation can be ach1tYt4 

only ln «a world whloh u at po.aee . •ar •r.d thr-eat rr wa1·, ever. 

when •o auooeed 1n koeplng ouraolvca !reo from emtrollcer.t ln 
actual hoatllitloa, lmpoaot upon ua A htavy burden or expenditure 
tor ar~ont nnd on ovon heavier burdon or economic dlalocatlon . 

~11 burden or eeonoll1c cal.adJuat~n:. perehta long e.fter tho 

guns ot wa.r are lt1llod . 1.."14 !".ope of , ·>during pt&eo &!IO:<g 

nR.tlona 11 U;~l·· atLrt ot M llluelon unltaa th• Clln bo rro­
vlded tor lt a sol14 tounOatton or economlc well-bol~ tor all 

natlona. For thle, healthy nM aound lnternauonnl trade 

rol~t1one aro lnd1~pene$ble. 
In tho ~!ffloult dA11 Wh1oh 111 Ah ad, th< sro•tost of all 

!ea~o• wlll bo wh \r.~r or no• the world wlll be reoon•t~~ot 4 

long un .. or eeonon:.c aeeurlty ar.4 or t1rr-l7 oata.blhl:ed 
or4er un4or la•, whlch .-111 -.n.kt unthtnb.bl•· a rtpeUtlon or 
condltlona or 1nturn~tlor.al 1awlonenoa1 nnd or toonomlc ohnoa 
"uch "' "0 htt.'.'c w1 rne"1ed 1n rooent Yl are , In tho roeolv1f'IR of 

th1t 1 11ue, the ftlght or our cou.n.try 1 1 lllt'luen<'t 111a1 well pro\•t 

to be 4oo111ve . 87 a4her1NI: to t.t-..e tra~ pollc7 llhloh we now 
follow-, n can t.hrow our 1r:tluenoe on ~ ald.e or eoonod(l. 

pr~greae ~nd o! ~aet and order--to our own 1~n•~ btr.et1t. 
Wore w~ to ab&ndon thla policy, un4~r th~ pressure or narr~w and 

ahQrt- a1~htod attitudes on tht pAr t of 10~e or our peop1o , we 

would rendtr 1rJ1~1tt17 oore 41 flcult tho proce•• of building 

an o:"d.erly and Prolpen>u.a world, atl4 would thul lnrllot upon 
uraeh·ea an tn~doulable 1nJ\a"1• 

~11 11 a truly natlor.ai J)roblem.. •uh eo a.~oh at et'lk• 1n 
tho dnngaroun world or today, a united public op1nlon 1n •upport 
ot the type of tradt polloy • • h«L\'e eo tor purouod haa neYor 
bt~n so t111nt1al to our ~ountry'a welr~rt . A n~tlon canno~ 
PN)tper ln a 41aor~t!"'td. world M.J' mort than an 1ndtvldu.&.l or a 
rro;.zp ca.n prosper wtthlc a nauon wh.on tho oountr1 •• a wt-..ole ta 

ln t!:e thl"'ee of 4tttru.cU1"e oh&oa. Upon each an4 very one ot 

ua reate tho roaponotb111ty f'or the ct:otce ot the oouree of 

notlon whloh we. ru A "ople lhtll pureuo . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Deot her 1:5, 19:51. 

TO JIW) AHD PREPARE 

REP1.Y lOR Ill SICHIA.WURi. 

r. D. a. 

Letter from Ambassador MacMurray('- t..,J 
to the President ~ted November 9, 
1939, giving his impressions of the 
effect of t he Russo-German alignment 
upon Turkey and her policy. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

wm roa 8P•ak a • 
aboat tb1e? 

r. D. a. 

Uemorandum telephoned in by 
Senator Guffey for the President 
1n re George Earle. 



I 

!=>s.F JJ 
I ' {d 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

WUl J'OU IJ)eak W -

a'boon ~·' 

r. D. L 

Dispatch from Moscow - No . 

1069 - ln re examination or 
baggage of foreign consular 
officers regardless of diplomatic 

passports , including Ameri cans . 

I 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

December 14, 1939 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PfiESIDENT 

I ao sending you hereWith a 

copy or a telegram received 

from Mr. Jay Rioe, representa­

t ive ot the Pan American Air-

ways in Br azi l . 

( ' 

psf" ~ .JJ-­

' 

t 1 Se • • J~y Rice-South America folder-Drawer l • l 9S9 For e egram-- · 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

?S' 
7 J 

D11 tar 14. ~. 

-
DIIOMJIDIII I'OR 

'!'BE UCRft~ or lfAft 

I acre• u-' n eho11ld deter 

aouoa IIPP17111C 12M 1~ tG n p 

1W7 oe Japaueo llhl.pa ~ 

Ja.a..I'J 20, 1940. 

Howner, I • 1Dol1aod to 

thlnk ~' 1Dtoi'II&Uoa .-.o.l4 t. 

anott1o1allJ OOIW~od ~ UM 

Japanoee Ula' th1a baa b1• GIIGIIg­

ll!r •• Oil J0111" I'IOO~a8nd&U.oa, 
al 

a ' £>ON.l"f -.nre and ~ ilbow 

U.' n ba"" no ISilalzoe ~ ; * 

tba ln~. 00111ftl OJ" ... &J& 

on ~ w4»1J •• 1aac .. taaeo 

11 uq n .. ona'ble poeeDl11_. o~ 

na.tllas a...., N nolal tala'if. 

I os• u •atd • s 41 olOI.I' 

- ..... lila........ .. ' tllll 11 • 

'1 e •U'7 uu. • 0t1r part all4 

tiba' 1t 1a Sbl ,...,. • u • 1il4 

-'*' M17 'blu 1 •••••...., 

M tspo.. ... •"' U.or' 10)1 

l"f, a~ flq DOUOI wn14 

t.l aiftD 0 • 

r. D. L 

(~ee oth ? i~e of ~o) 



1'he folloo> in& enclo,.ure• ncco"epon ied orl(;t Ml•DP::!O:{!n<~ 
to th~ SecrRta ry of StJ< t e : • ' 

Cor>y of aaemorandum from the St-~~. to Dept ., 1:'/11/~., "or 
the Pre•ident , with at tGched dr••ft of let ter .. hl.ch tt 
11 propo~ed that the Dept . of "t nte "~nd to the s .,cret..ry 
or Cotmerce, i f Pre~J dent tpprove~ , oru.llng VIi th the 
que~tion of the aoplicability o" c. r 1Lin Hmited 
st• t!Jt.ory r>rovlsion~ of our •hi r>rlne ar•d cu•ton~ :U.119 

to t !.1 •Hu•.t ion ~1lich .. ul obtlli n upon the ter10inution 
on Jtnuary ~(,, :<v.o, of t~ l'lll t.l'&aty of co.....erce 
ond novi.;lltlon ...-t t h Jupan , end varlw~t othf.r p<.per" 
pertain!J~ •o thA aa t t .. r . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

December 13 , 1939. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The attached memorandu.ro pertai~ 

ing to the proposed letter which ie 

also attached, relates to the question 

of whether we should by affirmative 

act ion apply the 10% tonnage levy on 

Japanese shi ps at the exuirat1on of 

t he present commerci al treat 7 1n 

Januarr. I think moat ot ue here 

are ot opini on t hat we ehould not do 

eo , at least for the present. 



-........... ---..-.- .. 
'"". M C1t1Til"'. Of' ITIIIn 

"'·-~t ... O.C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 1~3~ . 

JaD.IORANDU'.J l'OR TlD PRESIDX!i'l' 

The attached letter which it ia propoeed that this 

Department send to the Department or Commerce, if you 

approve, deale With the question or the applicability or 

certain limited statutory provisions or our shipping and 

cuetoma laws to the situation which will obtain upon the 

termination on January 25, 1940, or the 1911 treaty or 

commerce and navigation with Japan. The letter has been 

discussed With and approved by officials or the Customs 

Bureau and by officials or the ):aritime Coamiaaion. We 

have made a thorough study or t he statutes involved and 

the related data, and the conclusion at which we have 

arrived is believed to be consistent With opinions 'A'bioh 

the Attorney General bas in the past rendered in const ruction 

or these etatutes. 

Briefly, the relevant statutes provide for the levying, 

in the ab•ence or treaty prov1•ions to the contrary, or (1) 

discriminatory tonnage duties on f oreign ab i pa and or (2) 

diacriminatory import dutiee on good.s brought to the United 

Statea in foreign ships. The President is authorized to 

suspend these duties by proclamation aa to all oountriee 

Which do not lapose similar diecriminatory dutiee on our 

vessel a 



• 

- 2 -

vessels or their cargoes. Technically, the absence of a 

Presidential,Proclamation (whether warranted or not) would 

result in the imposition of the duties.* As Japan does 

not at the pres ent time in fact discriminate against our 

shipping in the part i cular men.ner contemplated by the 

statutes, we believe t hat imposition of the duties should 

continue to be suspended. However, it does not seem wise 

under present conditions to issue a proclamation declaring 

such suspension. Such action would quite probably be i nter ­

preted as a formal and significant declaration by this 

Government that Japan i s i n general not discriminating against 

our t rade and that we have in contemplation no action against 

Japanese trade vmen the treaty terminates . A proclamation 

with respect to Japan, issued in 1872 by President Grant, is 

still in effect and, if that proclamation is not revoked, 

imposition of the discriminatory duties will continue to 

stand in suspense when the treaty terminates on January 26 

next. As that proclamation correctly reflects the present 

situation, we suggest that i t be allowed t o stand and no new 

proclamation be issued. The Treasury Department and other 

inter est ed Government a gencies would, in their public 

statements, 

*(NOTE: Opinion of Acting Attorney General William D. Mitchell , 
or October 30, 1925 , in 34 Op. Att . Gen. 577, 582- 583.} 



• 

- ~ -
stntamente , treat the matter ae one of routine, pointing 

out that there is involved only one phase or our oommeroial 

relations with Japan and that, as in the oase or other 

phases ot those relations, the mere termination or the 

treaty does not or itself bri ng into operation any chango 

in existing practices. 

American commercial interests have stressed the 

point that knoWledge on their part whether these duties 

are or are not t o go into ettect, well in advance ot 

the date on which the treaty is t o t e rcinate, is highly 

desirable. What they wish in the matter is certainty. 

It seems practicable and desirable that the Gover~~ent 

give out this information on or betore December 21 . It 

is suggested , therefore , t hat action on the let t er herein 

under rererence be taken ae soon as possible. 

Enclosure: 

Draft letter to 
Department ot Commerce . 



• • 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

:~ltono 
December 5, 1939 

I a pprove t his letter 

and I have initialed it. I 

s uggest that you take it up 

with the Secretary upon his 

return. I aleo believe this 

question should be submitted 

to the President for h1e ap­

proval. 
/ 01v1 1o§?Jot' 

Aff IllS * -193 
=::/ 



o.o .. ber 20, 19S9. 

Memo ot Cordell Hull to the Preaident 

Re-Deap~toh to Jab Grew oonoernin« negoti~tiona tor ~ 
new treaty with Jap~ eto. 

Seet Jap~ folder- Drawer l - l9S9 



December 22, 1939. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
!ll!loiORANDUII FOR Till! UJIDER SECRETARY OF S'U1'E 
FROll TH:& FRBSIDeliT 

RE•••SoT1et Reetr1ot1ono aga1not American o1t1•eno oonneote4 

with the Diplomatic Corpo 

See: Rueo1a f older- Drawer 1-1939 



.. 

D111 hr ae. u.. 

Dear o.ra.lla• 

'fhll 11 _, • 

ACB••UoD ... , 70• •as 1 

nrt''IC "' Jft aUU laaft 

to •tntalll .. ,, •••• .., ..... .,..1. 
to 70'1 t• a •sa:; Clllrl•'-•· 

u ••• rra .. 
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TH!: SE:CRE:TARY OF" STATE: 

WASHINGTON 

December 2? , 1939, 

My dear Mr. President : 

I am sincerely thankful for your very 

desirable and practical Christmas remem­

brance . It was k ind of you thus to t h.ink 

of me, and I am correspondingly appreciative. 

I wish for you at least t hirty more 

such holiday periods . 

Sincerely yours, 

The President, 

The White House. 



• ' 

Deoe&bar 28, 1G3G. 

M3"2 1W!ll!!!! FOR I!!! PIU:SIDD'l' 

In reaponee to your mamorand~ ot Deoember 27, 

there ia attaohed tor your approTal a dratt ot a latter 

to ~beaeador Biddle in aoknowladsment ot hie l etter 

to you ot Deoember 4 , 1G3G. 

In oonneation with the memorandum sent to you by 

Ambassador Biddle on t he aubjeot ot Ruaao-Jopaneae 

rolntiona, there 1a anoloaed as ot possibl e interest 

a oopy ot the mamor andwo raterred to 1n the draft latter 

ot reply to him. 

:&Aoloauraa1 

1. Dratt latt er t o 
Amhaaaa4or Biddle. 

2 . Copy ot -r&Jidwa 
giTan to British and 
rranoh ~aaaadora 
by tha UDder S.ore-

3 cary ot s:ue. u .. l . rra Aabaa al' •A- • 
to t he Pnddent, 
Deoeabel' 4, wlth en­
oloeu:re, returned. 



lforway folder -Drawer l -19:59 
for the reat of correspondence 
eonoernin& the Nobel Peace 
Prl&e for Cordell Hull . 

My dear llr, Prelidentr 

December 29, 19:59. 

I cannot thank you 1n 1 ffioient terms for your 
letter of the twenty- seYenth inatant, informin& DO that for a 
number of yeara you h&?e been reoo=Dendin& me ror ~ne ftooel 
~oe rri ce. l ~~~ eYOrtaet1~t1Y ~~rul to you for xour 
generoua aotlon in ao doing. I eh&ll never forget th l e fine 
exhibition of good opinion and p;ood will on your part. 

I muet earnestly ur&e that you do not further 
continue your etforta on~ behalf. It ia eo ain&Ul&rly 
appropriate that you should reoei?e thia recognition that I 
&a very earnestly reoo:muending you to the proper co=ittee 
at Oalo. Needleee to eay , it givee me the greatest personal 
eatiafaotlon to do ao, 

Again my laating thanks ~d my warmest peraonal 
regards. 

Sincerely youra , 

Cordell Hull 

The President 

The White Houae. 



~ eno tor Cppt. Callagho.n from Robt B. Cat•vey 
Sends 1t for Pros . information 

=>ubjoct , Question of Russian destroyers . 
Pres . stated he would take up with 
Hull o.t Cabinet . 

Seo- Cnpt . Co.llaghrul folde1•-Dro.wor 2- 1939 



ML.a --AGUCD tbat ~ be takwa upaD out'bl"a.k ~ 
tx.Ul.l~S. SA Dli'o;le (1) M'l'nOU'f' "eolr&t1CD 
or a .. uaaa1 m 1 &eD07 .aa (I) l:Im deo-
l.IINUcD Ott a Dd1mel SoiD07. 

IIIDUaaed SA *""'"'*' rep :a' SA t'o~ 



See10re~t Brit~in tolder-ror 
the corretpondenoe. 

11:.'!' h&r 'lr. Prea14ontt 

January 8 1940 

I enoloae ~ory of a oontldcntlal note fl'og tne 

Br1 tl llh klbuoaeor 111 l!hio~ he re ·••••t• ,. to br1nr 

to J •ur a ttontlon th~ t eY t or tha c~~n1 atlnn t~a 

lrltla.'> &n4 rrenoh 0oYONI!'!ODh haYe j uat llll4e to t '>o 

1 '110411h and llornglan tloYo.....,enh. 

Pal \!\tully JOUr. ' 

Kote troa t~e Drit llh """ ... ~ ... 
The ~\lte !lou ... 

1/ .. 

\ 



Memoran~ from Cordell Hull to the President---Jan &,_laiQ. 

Enoloae1 oont note from the Briti1h Ambassador in which he 

requeet1 ~bat it be brought to the attention of the President 

aa it outlines the text of communication the British and 

Prenoh Governments have made to the Swedish and Norwegian 

Governments. 

See sGreat Britain-Drawer 4-lS.O (Jan S, 1940 letter) 



' ' 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

Jaa.J7 11, 1140. 

I ban read Kirk' • Jlo. S:51 
J&D1aJ'f n1Dth, troa Berl11l, J"tia\lJis 
w olo•lDS or AMrlO&D Oclllnl General-

8blp d Wanaw. I plber abo that 

1:M Ooll•ulate a t Den&iC h no\ w 
be up' open. I aa wondnlJIC whether 

1' aJ.p\ be poed'ble tor 7011 w '-lk 

w1th the Qc: n ObaJoP' barN and a­

pla1n w hill "'-' War•• and Dul&!a 

aN both Yell7 biporlan' ....... &DI, 
whlle DO' DMJOlJ' a• u.,r., 1101114 

001 ••IIPOild 1n a •••• to ...- OWil 

o1Ue• ot CIIJ.eqo aDd ._ f'loano1eoo. 

,...th ... are, "'-' 1t 1be a&1W 

Ita'-• 1e .,, to baYe OGanle 1D 

Wv•w aDd Dllll&Jc, n ... DO epeolal 

:reaeoa ..., lcs 'lfl eboald ban 
O.nle 1D Qbt.eap and ._ ,.._1eoo. 

fhl•, ~ all, 1• •• kllld 

ot ~ .. , .. .... • • ...s..-
•tanll - doll' ... ~ k1Dct -

tb 1 &'• n ... 'be pe.:eo~ poll\8 
1D .., .... dlllr ... , •• 

r. D. L 



... 

~;;r~ 
Co').(' THE WHITE HOUSE 

psf 
WASHI NGTON 

MDIO: ~.l-', 

Secretary Hull. 

l9-l0. 

By telephone from 

THE PRESIDENT : 

"The Netherlands Legation has received 

a televram rrom the Hague, to the erreot 

that thelr information as wel l a s that or 
Belgium is that a Germsn at t ack on the low 

countries is t o be expected sometime thi s 

wef!k.• 

Tel. and Tel. 
a b . 



~' /l 

J:?LL ~.t-
THE WHITE HOUSE 

( (' WASH INGTON 

January 15, 19t O. -
MEUORANDOII FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROlh TBE SECRETARY OF STATE 

In regard to the Dutoh Ialanda ott 

Vene&uela and in that area, I think the 

Monroe Doctr ine would proteot them agunat 

any errort on the part or OeJ'M.IIY to 

1trtertere With their aonreignty. 

There oould be no objeoti on t o 

aend1~ more or our patrol Teaaela dawn 

to that CarriMan o11 arK to oru1 .. about 

briefly in Tiew of ru.Gra about aer..a 

aubmarinea. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W.UHINGTON 

J'ana&l'J 19, 1940. -
MEII>JWCDOM FOR 

tu SIORE!AJU or stAft 

I aa 1nol1ned ~ Ullnk 

.. eboald tate ao\1on on ~· 

dlreo\17 w1 Ul tiM CJez n 

~' and gln u publlonr. 

r. D. R. 

No . 39 !rom Rome in re appeal 
t o the Pres ident by Pol ish 
professors of the J agell onian 
University a t Cracow to help 
them. They a re i n concentration 

camps and are inhumanly treated. 



Jan 27 1 1940. 

Memo to Hull and Berle 

Re- Curta i !ment of gasol ine shipments to Russia: a l so 
shipments of scrap i r on. Asks them to get report from American 
owner s of Romano Americana and ask them if t hey a r e going to 
deliver more oil to Germany or i f they would consider American 
pur chases of Roumanian oil for U. S ~ Navy shi ps in Mediterranean 
waters--a por tion of i t to be stored in som.e neutral country such 
as Egypt or Spai n. 

Report from Romano- Americana Co re deliveries of ot l 
to Gorll\any attached- r eport aent in by Berle on Feb9 1 19401 Also 1 
attached is memo or Feb 11 1940 to Berle from FDR to "follow up 
wit h pr oper authorities".and Serlo' s repl y of Feb 20, 1940. 

See:Ber l e-Drawor l -1940 



l!'""o t~ tho Prooidont fron Cordell Hull --January 30, 1940 . -
Ro-aido-momolro handed to tho Proe ldont on Jan 27 , 1940 

by Chlnoeo A=baaudor in company with Or, W, W, Yon. 

SeeoChina fo1rlor-Drawor 4-1940 

• • 



The President, 

The Whi te Houee . 

Dea.r Chief: 
Pers onal 

• 

D EPAR TM ENT O F IITATE 
WAIIH I NCITO N 

P~lm Beach, Florida, 
reb . 10, 1940 

The appointaent ot Sumner Welles tor this explor­
atory mission in Europe i s timely and eplendid . Sumner is 
just the man to get an objective perspective and procu re it 
simultaneously f rom the principals involved. No singl e Ambas­
sador assi gned to a European pos t could do that, 1n view or 
p ersonal antipathies which have been unwarrantedly aroueen. 

Mor eover, hie report t o you wil l be eteady, very 
abl e and sound . 

Personally, and etr1otly for your consideration , 
I have little hope that any peace diecuesion wi ll fructify or 
even germinate nov. The principals involved a re too far 
apart - their rea! or avowed purposes too extreme and too set 
in passions. 

Germany might offer a facade or an autonomous 
Poland and Czeohoelovakia, a nd even a plebiscit e tor Aust r ia, 
eo eager are they tor p eaoe but 1t must be • a viotor1ol.ll peace• . 

But to yield military domina.noe 1n cent ral and 
east ern Europe? No. That would dest roy any regime in Germany 
nov. 

Nor are the Fr ench r eady ~ to be content wi th 
anything abort or •a clean job this t1ae • That means depriv­
ing the Germane ot any possible aeane or aggression (whether 
Hi tler or someone else), 

I r egret t o aay that in my judgment th&t they are 
so •sot• on both aides that it will take a maj or reverse on one 
ai de or the ot her t o get them to even si t down and t alk things 
over. I hope I am wr ong! Nevertheleea it is wor thwhil e , I t 
there i s one chance in a t housand it i s worth the try . 
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D ltPARTM It NT O F STATE 

WA8H I NQTO N 

Even though i t should fail, it will renew the 
faith or the U berty and peace-loving people the world over 
in the tact which you have so frequently demonstrated t hat 

you are dolng everything within human power to try to stop 
this terrible tragedy. 

Enclosed herewith are two K. H. news letter s !rom 

London which you might tlnd time to ecan thru. These letters 
have been very accurate in the past and have a large tollow1ng. 

The edi tor is an ex- Navy man, who was recently elected to the 

Commons. 

I hope you will have a much des erved rest and a 

grand trip. 

With devoted affection !rom ua both and wit h great 

respect always, I am 

Si ncerely, friend, 

Davi es 

2 Enclosure• 



• 11w • .-n ... '!/ tiVIh. t1x Ulfrt.J/,., !I ,u ..... ,., 4iwp:tJ• -I Nu 
,. ,.].,,_,-,_,_.._ t/ ... ·,-ttl-....... 

FIRST CLASS MAIL EDITION 
No. I&$ 

26th January , J<f40. 

DEAR ;\1EMH£Jt, 
Ccru.in nt"",-piptn in Britsin hnc led thdr rtadus to Mlicn tha.t a large 

pan ol the Netha-landt it undtt ~--attt in ordu to ata,·c off a Nazi im~. Such 

io not th< """'· Only • •-.ry amall proportion of lhe floodablt arcos hat b«n in­
undated; i.n (act, onlythoec: su:tioos necttUty to make it po&sibk to put the Cull 

flooding programme into efftct ,_,;m the minimum or de)J)'. h has abo b«n 

auggc&ted that the I )'Item of flooding baJ meant IUddrn and prccipitlltC C!\lliC'lQ,­

fion on the pnrt or midtnt'l in the arcu ooncerne<l. ThiJ i:!l not CQrrcct. Ccnajn 
aections hilvc been duignated u fioodable arttJ aince the war of 191-4- 18, "''d 
the people Jiving in tbeae loa lilies are aware that ir and when Hol1and iJ tbffa.t .. 
~ed, the v;'t.tut may be lct in, and they mutt be prtpattd to MO\t, Houtea in 

thetc an::I$1J't: matted -..,i_th a white cross and ha'c alQ~Ker rmtablc valut than if 
lhty stood i.o other porto o( lh< towllry. 

On< or the moot diffi<ult probltms the Dut<h ha.-. had to oonttnd .. ,.., 
lw b«n that o( A.R.P. Citic:slike Rottud>m. built in the midst o( a O<ria o( 

auu.ls and a:t'Uariea, lack solid ground in which to build underground ahclten. 
SomML.i.r raid ahthtrl have bttn COliStnJcted abo\'e ground in lhe l11.rge Dutc:.h 
towns, but fr<tm what we hear r-he available ltOCOmmodarjon is limited. )•rcp1!ra· 
tiont for blacldng-out lc.cy areas have olso btcn in progress. 
( Thue haa been ' good deal of disc-ut~iOfl ba.ind the: acenta in London 

~wing the put few wttb on the problem o( h<rA• to bring home to the Britilh 
public: the ~ o( 1 w;v in whic:h-<-xcrpt at tea-nothing mud. tet:ma to 

b< bapp<cing. w~ bdic• .. lhat democncitt mpond to r...w-. Rt«,nt aperi­
~nccs in Frolb.nd ton1inn lhit vi~. 

Lat No•·•mb<t, th< Dut<h C:O.·unmcnt made lh< roiotak< of prtttndlng 



that no menace existed, when everyone knew that auch was not the case. In the 
period of tension a fortnight ago, however, they took the wise precaution of 
explaining to the people of Holland, with admirable frankness, the danger which 
was believed to be ovCThanging the nation, and the preparations that had b«n 
undertaken to deal with any attllck. The response of the Hollanders showed that 
frankness on the pan of a Government, even when it means uying some un­
pleasant and disquieting things, may be the best way to reassure the public. Let 
us now return to Great Britain and consider that aspect of sacrifice on the horne 
front which is reprC11Cntecl by rationing. 

_Almost three weeks have passed since the Aret stage of rationing came into 
force, and certain facta nrc becoming clear: (a) The present very limited scheme 
is on the whole working smoothly and efficiently; (b) the people of this country 

japprove of the principle of rationi.ng in war time and appreciate its necessity in 
order to conserve our shipping and foreign exchange. 

As for (a), a friend who goes up to London for several days each week, 
said: "I ne>·er think about rationing, except when my wife insists on chucking my 
ration book into my bag as I am leaving. She tells me she uses it at home and I 
haven "t heard her complaining yet. When I am in town I just eat things that are 
not rationed, and the choice is wide enough."• 

So long as the British people are convinced that rationing is a vital step 
towards victory, there is no doubt what their answer will be, no matter how great 
are the sacrifices asked of them. 

It is possible, however, to envisage two different sets of circumsta.ncea in 
which the answer of the British people might be otherwise. The one is if they 
did not have faith that the hardships they were bearing were a necessary part of a 
comprehensive and positive plan for winning the war; the other is if they felt that 
there was disc:riminstion among different sections of the population with regard 
to the sacrifices they were asked to make. 

As for the first of these considerations, we shall say no more at the moment 
than to point out that there are certain searching questions which many in these 
islands are asking at the present time: has the Government worked out the broad 
outlines of the grand strategy which will bring victory in the shortest possible 
time? And has the whole force of our effort in the military, economic, diplomatic 
and propaganda fields been brought together and co-ordinated in that scheme? 
We hope that the Government have got answen1 to these questions. If they have 
not, there will have to be a good many more resignations. 

A sc:c:tion of the press has been suggesting that the introduction, at 
•Our rrlend i• •pp•ren~y obliviout or the I"Kc tb.t tiDce he! now e~ts marprinc uuread o£butleT', tbe •1ralionlna'' 

he t.h1nb he hu rot~tnllefed out or, I• produdnc eucdy the dftee on his consutnif'le hlbits •·hi<:h the Oo,•emmen' de•trC!. 
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the outbreak of the war, of a wide scheme of rationing in <krmany meant that 

that country was on the verge of starvation and, by implication, would soon have 

to give in. These suggestions ore very dangerous. ln a smug and au peri or way, 

tha.e newspapers look down their noses at Gennany and aay in effect: "See how 

poor Germans are rationed, while we have practically no rationing in this 

country." Although Gennany had very substantial stores of many foodstuffs in 

September, '939· to say nothing of retaining access to those of all Europe east of 

France, it may be that the Germans have been wi~et than we in undertaking, eo 

early in the struggle, a careful husbanding of resources. 

In this connection we have received, from persons who have recently been 

in widely ~parated parts of the Reich, reports about rationing in Germany 

which may be summed up as follows: although the population, in view of its 

remembrances of the last war, was at first shocked by the introduction of rationing 

it has now allowed itself to be persuaded that this is merely a development resu lting 

from carefully prepared organisation. People believe that there are atoeks, and 

that rntioning has only been introduced as a precaution. They are therefore 

rapidly adapting themselves to the pQQition. T he Nazis are also trying to make 

the rationing system look just, from a soc:w point of view, by purpQQCiy neglecting, 

from time to time, the better-off section of the population and favouring with 

considerable supplementary rations the workers engaged on heavy or very ,.-

strenuous work. 
In t!ois maner of rationing we agree with what Mr. Harold Macmillan &aid 

nine days ago in the House of Commons when he argued that rationing should be 

extended with the least possible delay to cover all commodities both of food and 

of raw materials ~nti:tl to our war machine and to our export trade. Special 

efforts should be made, by rationing and other means, to restrict to the minimum 

our consumption of all luxury goods. In addition to releasi11g snipping and 

exchange for the necessities of war, such a policy would have two other vitally 

important effects: first, it would help to equal~, as between different sections of 

the public, the inconveniences and hardships of war; secondly, it would result 

in a genuine saving of income which (directly or through the banks) would be 

a'-ailable to the Government for carrying on the "ar. 
We consider that one of the most important events of the past ten days bas 

been the Chanccllor's announcement that the 4i per cent. Conversion Loan, 

1940-4, is to be converted into a oew short-term Conversion Loan which will 

bear interest at z per cent. This means that the profit-making urge is to be sub­

ordinated to the national war effort. There are to be no more war-memorial~ on 

a 5 per cent. basis. We ha'•e insisted (sec News-Letter t69) that if the State is to 

ha\•e the right to call upon mcn's lives in its defence, how much more should it 



have ~ right to call upo11 our whole WlnomiC and nn.ncial reaourcea. 
A policy of enforced savings lhrougb ratiolling and oilier control», and or 

borrowing by lhe Government at low ratea of interest from lhese savings, will 
tend to equaliee the but'<lem of war and do much to avoid a dangeroua apiral of 

wages and pricee wilh lhe reaulting disastrous inflation which occurred during 

1914-18. It will alto help to avoid some of lhe lllOIIt troublesome problems which 
Britain, in common with her Allies and with lhe neutral countries, will have to 

face at ~ concluaion of lhe war. 
This News-Letter Service makes no apologies for reminding you from 

time to time of lhe need of keeping in mind that if lhis war is to be justified, it 

must produce a satiafactory settlement. 
In connection with lhe problems of post-war settlement, we commend to 

"your attention lhe Report of lhe League of Nations Conunittee, under the chair­

manship of the Rt. Hon. S. M. Bmce, lhe Auatralian High Commissioner in 
London.· This document constitutes one of lhc most practical contributions 
which have been made to date. 

Even its biucreat critics csnnot deny that the League has accompli&hcd 

mucb useful and important work in lhe field of ecQnomic and social questions. 
The value of lhis work has been limited, however, by lhe fact lhat a number of 

States- including some of lhe major Powerll-<lre not members of the League. 
The Bruce Report recommends that the economic and social activities of lhe 

League should be entrusted to a new body, enjoying in effect lhc same independent 

status as lhe International Labour Organisation. Such an organisation, separ-.1tcd 

from lhe politic4l aspects of the League, might eonunend itself to lhoae nations 

which for one reason or another, are unwilliJl8 to share in ao international organ­
isation concerned witb political questions. Its advocates believe that, baaed on 

universal member$hip, it would provide lhe machinery for settling economic pro­
blems which are an important factor in the causes of w:u-, and for raising econo­

mic and social standards throughout lhe world. 
The report was adopted unanimously and warmly by lhe Aascmbly on the 

very day on which lhe expulsion of Russia from lhe League was decided upon, 

and lhe U.S.A. has shown a decided interest in its recommendations. 

Youn sincerely, 

' 
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FR O M THE NOTE BOOK 

Sr«dt11.- A correspondent writes that Swedish soldiers of the frontier regi­
ments are deserting in considerable numbers in order to join the Finns in their ligl11 
against the Russians. 

Czech .\'&spapcrs. One set of instructions issued by the Gennan Govern­
ment to the Czech press (new instructions are constantly added) contained some 
forty-four different "do's • and "don't's" (monty the laner) from which we 
quote the following: 

"9. Ambiguous remarks wil l be punished as sabotage." 
" 18. Forbidden are a ll notes on the followi ng-tandard of factories, un­

employment, waste of energy, 9uestions of supply and nourishment, trafHc, rai lway 
time-tables, catastrophes, condttion of roads and motor roads, seeds, black-out, air 
raid precautions, wages, price of food and other nnicles, unfavourable economic 
condnions, weather, mili111ry movements, defence, education. military es.o;aya." 

"21. Suppres.•ion of desires to change present conditions." 
"24. No news of activity of the Gestapo or the Reich authorities is per-

mitted.u 
"3 -. No information on the economic measures against the Jews." 
"3~· Suppression of criticism against officials anc:f authorities." 
"44. ' o mention of su icides and arrests." 
Having observed that the pages of Czech newspapers are still filled with print, 

11 e take our hats off to the ingenuity of the editors. 
A De~~ial.-Wc nrc authorised by Commander King-Hall to state that the 

news recently published in Germany to the effect that he had been dismissed by the 
K·H News-Letter and " that is the end of him", is as ludicrously incorr~-ct as most 
of the statements published by Dr. Goebbels. 

Ntte Ztalond.- l n News-Lener Supplement 182 we mentioned the opposi­
tion among the primary producers in N<!W Zealand to the Government's control of 
marketin{! and prices. In this connection a member of this Service, whose firm has 
wide busaness connections in l':ew Zealand, gi,·es us the following information: ( 1) 
The New Zealand importer is not a llowed to buy British goods except under licence 
by the New Zealand Government, and for the current licensing period he is allowed 
to buy only 6o per cent. of the value of goods purchased during January- June, 
1939; due to rises in prices and freights this means less than so per cent. of his last 
year's purchases. (z) T here is a long list of British manufactured goods, of which 
the importation into New Zea land is at present forbidden. (3) The New Zealand 
imponer must secu re a licence from the Reserve Bank of New Zealand in order to 
pay for goods the Government allows him to import. It is also claimed that while 
the Kew Zealand Government makes wide use of the radio to explain its aims and 
policies, opposition groups are not r,ermined to do likewise. One such group, "The 
Kew Zealand freedom A$sociation ',alleges that the Government has refused it any 
use whate,-er of the broadcasting services. It has therefore been sending out pamph­
lets entitled " Prohibited Broadcasts". 

Problem Picturts.- The world-wide publication of some of the photos taken 
by the R.A.F. over Germany, showing battleships and aircraft at German naval 
bases and aerodrome~, has led some press-commentators to argue that if the 



photographs could be taken, bombs could have been dropped on the battleships and aircraft with _equal ease and precision. The analogy is almost co.mpletely false. A bomber travelhng at to,ooo feet, speed 200 mtles an hour, must be m one position in space, and only 0111, !f. its bombs arc lO hit a given target. It can photograph the target from many po11l10ns. 
The Straits Stttltm~nts.-A member writes to us from Penang: "Things would have been unpleasant enough no doubt if H itler hadn't antagonised Japan by double·cr06sing her with RuSiia. But we should have tried a nd ought to have been able to give a good aeoount of ourselves, if it had come to that. As things are, this must be one of the few oases of the world at present not unduly upset by war nothing to show that there is one at all. A slight rue in prices, but no rnuoning as yet: One feels ho~elessly out of it here, but it would do no good rushing home, even if one could. "I he local races show a fairly lively interest in the war, although I doubt if there is much real appreciation of what it is all about." 

NEW S FR O M FRA N C E 

FRENCH WAR EFFORT. 
In the opinion of neut:rol observers, a 

plebisc:ite taken in France tC>-day on ony pace 
proposal "hich left Cumany in pou<Mion or 
the rin• of aggreuion ' and the means or 
s.ggres&ion in che future, would reveal an 80 
per cent. vote for fighting on until the Cennan 
•-i1l·to-w:tr i:a amashed. The minority would 
ioclude some uuanc: Conten"tti\·H, who hold 
the view that a war to the biuer end will 
destroy roueh without achieving anything con· 
SlnJCCh·c~ 

The F rc:nch ,_.v effort iJ on the ~~~ ... u 
in" ocale u in 1918. France still haa the belt 
afmy in the world- the one m.us·army which 
hll aulfered no break in its tndition through 
revolution, di.AilJU[I)CI)t or otherwiae. At the 
moment the French have more troOps under 
anna than thc:y ltnow what to do with-hence 
au~tions for rec:o.~idering the claims o( 
indWitty, at prncnt '"lfering from the with· 
drawal of ao many trained wortera. One 
French publici~t-Kerillia-stoted the other 
day that the whole idea or. mas!·armr is out· 
of-date, and advocated the demobilitallon or .. 
lcut 75 per cent. or a\lttoops and their ...-wm 
to the factoriet and fielda. It is unlikely that 
the French High Command will heed ouch 
ad\'ancrd thtoriet. but lhe return o( tome men 
to indll!try is probable u aoon u 1110<e Britiah 
troopt arri-e. It is significant of French 
rt"gtrd for machine·poWcr in thit war that out 

of a wor budget of 259 milliards of franco. 106 
mi11iardt have been earmarked for the Air 
Ministry. 

Oe.pete a certain amount of impatit:nce ovtr 
the continued stalemate on the \Vestem Front, 
a Frenrh (or Franco-British) offensive in 1940 
is highly improbable, uni<U a hig Germ= 
attock is launcb.:d-and fail.. Gamelin is re· 
putedly a very Fabian type of commander, 
who fully approved Oalad.icr'a tmphosi• on 
the need to conserve French lives. 

The ~·ncnch Second in Command (General 
Georgea. who wu '''Ounded at the assauinalion 
of King Alexander of Yugoslavia) is reponed 
a more adventurous type, and boulevard 
whiopen credit him with being nron~r and 
more decit:h·e in tt:rnpen.mcnt than h1.1 chief. 
He is a man to watch u poooible future C-in·C, 
ahould the forrunca of wor augg .. t any need 
for change in the Allied land command. For 
the prutnt. ho"'~er, the majoriry opirUon in 
Franee believeo that time ls on the aide of the f 
Allies, and approvca the eiege toctict ~ cautlon o( Gainelin. 

Perbapo the tTUC$t thing which can be aid 
of Fran~ is that in 1940 this country hu fewer 
illution• than in either 1914 or 1918. The buie 
Jeotimtnt iA the imperative need of aecurity. 
expreued in the Statement: "JV~ MIUI Make 
.,. n.J of it tiW ti-". This view is ahared by 
the French Tnde Union mo\•ement, which is 
CO· operating fully wi1h the government, and is 

I 
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olao probably endoreed to·d•y by a number 
who were fonnerly in the Communist ranks. 

F INLAND 
The attitude of the French govemmtot 

would -m to be oubctantially in aconrd with 
the British. Mate.Ul aid is being aent to the 
Finns, but the scope of this aid is unknown. 
The anti-Bolshevism in conttn11tive circles in 
Fnnoe is more rabid than in Great Brit»in, 
hence ouggestions (both in the press and 
behind the scenes) that Fro.nce has nothing to 
lose, and maybe aomething to gain, by going 
the whole bog, b rca.king ofT diplomatic relations 
with the U.S.S. R.-ven by aending a contin­
gent o f Alpine Chaueura to F inland as evi­
dence of .. aolida.rity". It is considered in Paris. 
however, that thi• is further than the Daladitr 
gonmment is likely to go. But the greatest 
aatisf:aetion is felt in aome circles (both Right 
and Left)at the sho-.;ng-up of Hitler's partner, 
the French v;ew beinlt that it is now dear that 
Germany waa aold a lemon. One form of aid 
extended to the Finns is believed to be an 
arrangemeot ,.;th the Swedes to supply arma 
and munitions to J lelt inki under promise of 
replacement by the Allies. The French view, 
summed up. t8 tl>at anything which U$05 up 
Russian material , ond atresaes the military 
weakness of that nation. is all to the good. 

LA Malin recently aummed up Paris opinion 
in t.hcse words.: 11Manne.rheim towers above 
Vorosbiloff as definitely as the Eifl'el Tower 
lifta its height above the latrines of Paris", 
while another French journalist expresaed a 
common opinion when he wrote: "The overage 
Finnish private io more intelligent than any 
Soviet colonel." 

Freocb Conacrvativco favour the building up 
of a Latin Catholic bloc in Europe-including 
Italy. 1'bdr argument it that Soviet Ruooia 
Cllllnot harm France, and if a strong anti· 
Bol•he,oik attitude is adopted there will be an 
ideolot(ical "pull" towards France in Ieoly, 
Spain and C\'CD japan. 

WAR AND PEACE AIMS 
There unquestionably exista a deep and de­

finite cleavsge between the Britiah and French 
viewpoints, a cleavage, eonocaled from the 
average resident of Great Britain, • deatined to 
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have an important bearing on European de­
velopments before the world io much older. ~ 

Four-fiftho of the whole French people are 
determined to amash not Hitlerism alone, but 
the "eternal Germany" which haa Wllrred on 
Francethrectimeswithin living memory. Books 
and articlca exposing German oggression down 
the ages are llooding off the French prCSI<O, 
and the whole emphasis is on the fact that 
Cermany- •md not merely the Nui regime­
it a permanent menace. which must be ren· 
dcred forever incapable of further disturbing 
Eu ropcan peace. 

There e<iats in France a pathetically eager 
urge for security at any price-for that a.ecu rity 
" 'hich they fondly imagined had been goin~~ 
by the aacrificcs of the World War. The 
French are painfully conscious or a populotion 
which haa oeued to grow, which foetor mokes 
them determined to impooe a stem pet 
before it is too late. It would e«m reaJOOabl 
certain that, unless the prevailing mood 
changea very considerably, the least France 
will demand is what Foch wanted in 1918--o 
French frontier on the Rhine, secured either 
by the creation of an autonomous buffer &tate, 
or a French Protectorate, or othenvisc. This 
aupremc war-aim ls occupying the minds of 
Frenchmen of aU cl .. scs and parti... .!lJl!. 
nation is Jcc·oold towards the Britith idea of 
~hling Hitlerlsm". -
~lit PartS newspaper (Fittuo) recently 
published a forecast or F reocb pc:toc aims: 
1. No negotiations with a Nui government. 
2. Reatoration of Poland and CUchoolovoltia. 
3. Material and positive guarantees. 
The third demand is the erux of the matter. 

When the French apeak of "positive guar­
antees" for German good behaviour in the 
future, they probably m~n at leoJt • Rhine 
frontier and unilate~l disarmament of Get· 
many, but no prominent polit.ician is prepared 
to 8"' down to details at this stage. 

1'Mre would iiCrol to be but one chance of 
inducing the French even to consider peace 
aims aucb u liberal Englishmen oontmoplau. 
U aome aehcme could be de · .lthich would 

.er ·u f 

the Reich. or to interfere in the intcmal afTairt 
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of that eountry. !Jut it muet be emphasised 
that words will m:ake no impreuion on a nation 
which for the aecond time m twenty ycotl IC<I 
buoinus and family life d11rupted, gold 
reaervea aquandc~. the C06t of living rising. 
and its civiliucion endangered, "lxcaUK we 
were too soft lut time to finish ofT the job". 
If necessa'l' to secure that feeling of national 
aaftty, the Frtnch would even face the tosk of 
garriloning the whole of Southern Gumany 't for a long term of years. ln short, they refu~e 
to trull the "ord of a German agoin, and they 

( reruse to believe lhat once Hitler it OUt of the 
way, all will automntica11y be ror the betn in the 
bell of all worlcb. ' !'bey see in the Nazi& 
merely the "'flection or the spirit which Ger· 
many has repeated!) shown do"n the cen· 
tunes~ and theyconaidenlut the MttJNIJ/ uvu­,o,. mmt fk tden out of the ht~nds Qc the 
tniire German rl}®. -

' ~mong some well-informed neutral observ .. 
I 1era in P:uls there ls a fear les:t a 10lution such as 

the F~ <R\~ "ill involve the ruin of 
Europe and duuoy the stancbrd of Jiving for a 

I 
t txntury. 
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GENERAL 

warden die or ht"'rt fai lure. "rhere is no 
d ifficul ty in moving about a fter dark, ond no 
one carries either ga~mask. or torch. \Vith the 
10litary acoption of coffee, 1hon for a few 
weeki but now again in good 1upply, and the 
institution of two meatleu daya 1 week, there 
hu been no hint of food shortage ond there ia 
no r:~tioning. An applicant for the renewal of 
hia monthly pet rol permit, .. king for 100 
gallons for the month wu told he "could ru,,. 
up to 250 gallons if be wanted it". Tra,·elletl 
need "aafe conducu"; there •• • plague of form• 
and ~nnits, but for thote who know only 
Paris, war· t ime LA>ndon would eome a.! a pro­
found shock. 

Beneath the surface, hoWC\'tf, the picture it ~r diffr~nt. One point which should be borne in l 
mind is that, with 5.000,000 men mobiliJ!ed, f l 
the war is hitting everyone in France. Men 
who held good positions arc serving in t he 
ranks at 2j fr.anc:s a day. ·rheir wives receive 
8 franca a day allowance if tlloy hiJfJI no intomt 
or cash in h11nd. Oependanto of thO«: mobilised 
need not pay any rent or rat <I if livin~ on the 
infinitesimal army allowance-on ~htcb it it 
juatabout poo~lble for afrugnl French housewife 
to keep ative. ·rhu& nearly every family is direct· 

affected to a unknown in Britain-Superficially. France is far more normal 
thon llrilllin. The blackout tn Paris is a 
cuuol affair. Shop-windows are shaded, but 
ahow eoough light to make any London air-raid 
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"The GM<ttion of ftufh, r!K unrtllmg of 11/uJion, r!K dlsslp<Jtio ~ti:~ 
the tnlarg<mcal and lnstrucrlon of mcn'1 !Karu and mlni1 

2nd February, 1940. 

DEAR ME?.mER, 
In the lull which many people expect will be ended with the coming of 

Spring, • two questions are urgent. The first is our relations with the neutrals; the 
second includes the position of Finland, her ability to maintain her defences against 
the Russians, and the consequences of her defeat. 

Although some of the neutrals have been making money out of the war, 
others have had to face heavy losses in shipping, trade and human life. For the 
neutrals in the latter position, there is a deep and genuine sympathy in this 
country, and a desire to lessen the hardships which the war has forced upon them. 

From the stand-point of economic war, the neutral countries of Europe 
should have been strictly rationed on Jrd September, 1939, in the quantities of oil, 
minerals and other vital commodities which they would be allowed to import from 
overseas. Such a plan would no doubt have been welcomed by some governmental 
departments, such as the Admiralty and the Ministry of Economic Warfare, who 

were particularly concerned with the problem of supplies for the enemy. There 
was, however, the feeling in this country that our treatment of the neutrals should 
be on the most generous basis and in accord with the principles for which the 
Allies had gone to war. Consequently, the British Government fore bore to ration 

the neutrals, but sought to arrive at freely negotiated agreements. 
The methods pursued by the Nazis to force the neutrals to break off all 

economic relations with the Allies are of a very different charaCter. They include 

propaganda campaigns, war of nerves (as exemplified in the case of Holland and 
Belgium, which have had to keep large numbers of men under arms at great cost to 
the Stale) and indiscriminate mine, submarine and aerial warfare both on the high 

•Our of)inion i.t that the dNdloclc iJ li.ktly to continue. 
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sea& and even in m:utral territorial waters. These depredations on neutral ship­
ping are so ruthless and frequent that they are apt to be regardt4 as an accepted 
method of warfare. They are barbarous and completely without justification in 
terms of international law or morality. A typical example of the Nazi methods is 
that of the Dutch vessel Sliedrecnt. 

According to Pieter Brons, the mate of the Sliedrecht, a German submarine 
signalled to her to stop and have the ship's papers sent over. The Ves$el was then 
I so miles west of Ireland and the weather stormy. The small boat was launched 
and Brons and four others rowed across. After examining the ship's papers the 
submarine comn)l!l)cler said 1te would have to sink the Sliedrecht and gave only half­
an-hour to abandon ship, in spite of the fact that it was a neutral ship bound for a 
neutral port. "We then asked him to rake us aboard the submarine", said Brons, 
"and tr31jSfer us to ano.ther vessel, but he refused, saying that he bad no room. 
Befvte we ICI111nea to our ship, the submarine commander warned us that if we 
gave any distress signals we would be immediately sunk without further w~rni!IJ:· 
The sea was so roujlh tpat we took nearly half-an-hour to row back totbeS/kdrecht 
and we only /l~a t~e to Yell to th~e on board to abandon ship ass~~ was going t<! 
be sunk. The rematnin" ~enty-six members of the crew launched the lifeboat. 

j p J ' I , ~~ li 
Soon aft.envards the submanne fired a forpedo which exploded with a terri c flash. 
We tried to get near the other lifeboat tJ take off some of the crew, as she was over­
loaded, but 've could not reach her on account of the high seas. We saw her sisnal­
liog in the darkness. The &ubmarine also saw her signalliog and fired a warning 

I • 
sho~ across the boat . Whef! dawn came the other boat bad disappeared." The 
Sliedrecht was torpedoe</ ol) the evenipg of. t6th November. The five survivors, 
too weak to crawl out of the boat, half s~rved ~d numb with cold, were picked 
up RY a British vessel on the rooming of' 2~rd November. Many neu~l sliips ' 
have been sunk without any warning whatever by Nazi U-boats. 

Tli.e methods of the Allies in t}leir treatment of the neutrals have been far 
removed from bn'!ts!ities ~ucb as the Sliedricht ease. But the time has now come 
for so~e firmer action on our part'. In his speech a f~rtllight ago Mr. Churc)lill 
hinted to the neutrals that their' interests also lay in the :ecognition of what totali­
~ war means and of wpat ,their future might be if the cause of the Allies wer'~j to 
be lost . Caught ~een tlie .-\)lied and the Nazi war machines, the ~Irion of these 
neutplls is unpleasant, but they must realise' that the interests of the Alliei!,cannot 
be allowed to sulfet just ~use the Nazis exert ruthlesa pressure upon neutrals. 

Tho neu~ protest ~~ the Allied contraband control and the reprisal 
n;~esaures to reduce German expom: While giving their pro~ests syp1pathetic con­
sideration, it ahould be stated plainly that t4ey too must make sacrifices if the 
ideals which we are supposed to share are t~ be preserved. 

• 



Tbc Allies ha•·c been and arc cndca\'ouring to make trade ogrccmena with 

neutrals, in order to limit by th.is method of vobnttary agrmfll1tl the uscfulnm qf 

the neutrals "" sources of supply for Germany. 

Failing the conclusion of such agreements, the Allies will inevitably have to 

ration these oeutnls in terms of their importS from o•·e<SCU and to bring other 

forms of economic preuure to bear on them to prevent them becoming, willingly 

or unWlllingly, the accomplices of Nazism. 
As regards the American prole8ts against our searching mails, the hqnest 

course ia to eay to the Americans: "Of course, if you want to put the books into us, 

you can, but do you really want ua to be defeated? We are fighting gangatera and 

you know it, and if we are beaten, do you ~ly imagine you can be indifferent 

to German colonies in ~he West Indies or wculd you go to war to prevent such an 
event taking place?" 

Turning to the question of Finland, we include in the Supplement to this 

News-Lc:tter an account of the Finnish position by one who has just paid a visit to 

that country. The Finns descn•c t.hc fullest prai$e for the gallant ~ht they have 

put up against overwhelming numjl<:re, but bow long can Finland bold out, ond 

what are the likely co'nsequcnccs ihhe is beaten I 

Against Russis'a t8o millions, Finl:in'd bas a population of J,8oo,ooo, out of 

which she can mobilize a 6gbting force of JOO,OOO to 400,000 men. Up to tome 

weeks aj!O. Finland had lost to,ooo lulled and wounded, which means a more serious 

loss for ncr than the many more euualties suffered by the Russ ions. 

The Finns i.hcmselves are mocl'erately confident i!u'i, unless the ~ussians' 
winter offensive develops on a greater aealc thsn bas been the ease up to now, they 

can bold out for three or four months. By the end of Apru or early in May, spring 

is normally far enou11h advanced to make conditions favourable for the full force of 

Russia's weight being' hurled against the Finnish defenders. 

We estimate that the minimum requirements of the Finns arc 70,000 men 

and +OO- .SOO fighting planes, in addition to ammunition and other vital supplies. 

This help must reach Finland before the big Russian push begins. Anti-aircraft 

!!""" ~e less needed, because, while they would be of great ust.tancc in ClCrtsio 

unponant ecntres like J1angij, the country is too big and tile population too small 

to rdy upon this meant of defcnec against air-attaCk. 
While diplomatic relations with Russia need net be broken olf, the Allies 

should give immedi2tc and substantial hdp to Finlaod. The Finns arc confident 

that neither transport facilities nor the aJtitudc of Norway and Sweden would pre­

vent voluntccra and neecuaries of war from reaching them through ScandinaviA. 

If tdcquste help it not tent, the Finnish plan is to retire u slowly as poasible 

towards the aouth-west cout of Finland. The Finns hope that by making usc both 



of the natural defences of the country and their fortified positions they will be able 

to hold up the Russian od'..nce until sufficient time bas been gained in which to 

tnJ~Sport the non-fighting population into Sweden and Norwoy. 

The F inns have no doubt that if their country is over-run, it will be colonised 

by the Bolsheviks and it will never again be possible to re-create an independent 

Finnish nation or culture. Their young man-power wo11ld be gone, since it will 

fight to the last, and the old men, the women and children evacuated tO Scandin­

avia, ... -ill be assimilated by the people of thoae countries. 

What effect would Finland's defeat have upon the war against Nazi Ger-

~ 
many? This is a very bijt question indeed and cannot be answered in a few linea. J J 
We do not know whether Hitler and Stalin have made a deal to divide up S<:an- J.j 

dinavia, on the analogy of the Fourth Partition of Poland. We only know that if 

this should tum out to be the case, the centre of gravity of the war would probably 

not be found on the ll12ginot and Siegfried linea . 

If we were pressed to do some guessing, we should say that it is more likely 

that there will be "developments" in either or both the Middle East or Scandinavia 

in the autumn of 1940 or spring of t<J.4 t than in the next few montho. 

ln the absence of more information, we adhere to our previously expressed 

view thnt Stalin's immediate objeetiYcs arc Russia's 191• frontiers. If we arc wrong 

and a defeat of Finland were followed by a joint Russitlll-German nssault in Scan­

dinavia, it is worth remembering that though the Nazis might hope to get addi­

tional naval bases, 'l'e might hope to attaek Germany from the North and open up 

the Baltic. We might also hope that so monstrous an event as the invaoion of Scan­

dinavia would produce a powerful effect on U.S. public opinion and perhaps cause 

the Dutch and Belgians to rtalise that the hour of destiny had come. 

In the meantime, the Finnish economy has been able to carry on. The war 

has prevented the normal antount of timber and lumber being cut, but the great 

induotries of pulp, paper and cellulose have been able to go on producing amounts 

but little less than their normal output. Germany, in spite of her relations with 

Ruuia has continued to buy what she wanted from Finland. What she did not 

want, abe bas tried tO prevent the Finns from sending to the outside world. Finnish 

and other vesada carrying elCporta have tO seek safety from the submarine and 

mine by steaming at night through the territorial waters of Sweden and Norway. 

A •·oyage which took ?· 10 day1 in peace time, now requires 20 30. 

Yours &incerely, 



. . ' ~ . . 
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FROM THE NOTE lOOK 

CllltiUIUm Ekci!Oou.- There is no imperial significance in the sudden an­

nouncement of the Canadian Prime Minister to hold a general election in March. 

Mr. Mackenzie King's Government, and his Liberal followers, wholeheartedly 

eupport the Allied cause. The Conservatives under Dr. Manion, the official Leader 

of the Opposition, promise to increase Canada's war effort. There are two smaller 

Opposition groups: the Social Credit Pany, which approved the decision to declare 

war, but urged the conscription of men and money; and the C.C.F. (Canadian 

Commonwealth Federation) which was divided on the question of participation. 

There are some "isolationists" among the French-speaking pol?ulation of Quebec 

(shown by the rrovincial election of last autumn to be a small mtnority) and among 

the followers o the C.C.F. T he disunity of the C.C.F. on this point was manifest 

during the special session of the Canadian Parliament last Autumn when the Leader 

of the Partv, Mr. Woodsworth, said in the House that his convictions prevented him 

from supporting Canada's entry into the war, but that in this he spoke only as an 

individual, and he wished his followers to feel free to follow the dictates of their 

conscience. 
An election would have to be held by the autumn of this year, at the latest, 

unless Parliament, on account of the war, passed a bill prolonging its life beyond the 

constitutional period of five years. Mr. Mackenzie King has always insisted he 

would never do this. His reasons were as follows: during the war of 191-4- 18, Sir 

Robert Borden, the Conservative Prime Minister at that time, proposed to the 

Liberal Leader, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, that the term of Parliament should be extended 

for an additional year. Sir Wilfrid agreed on condition that no seriously contentious 

measures were introduced during that period. Under pressure of events in Europe, 

Sir Robert Borden introduced Conscription. This action was regarded by the 

Liberal Leader as a serious breach of faith. Conscription was bitterly opposed in 

French Canada and this episode has never been forgotten. The old wound still 

rankles in Canadian public life and the word "Conscription" is anathema to the 

majority of French Canadians amongst whom it can still be used with good effect 

against the Conservative party. 
The reasons for an tmmedi.te calling of a General Election are to be found in 

Mr. Mackenzie Ki ng's politica l strategy and in the attacks of Dr. Manion, Colonel 

Drew, the Ontario Conservative Leader, and Mr. Hepburn. The latter is the 

Liberal Premier of Ontario who has waged a bitter political feud with Mr. Mackenzie 

King. All three urge greater vtgour on the pan of the Canadian Government in the 

proseeution of the war. 
In the elections of 1935, the Liberals won 178 seats out of :1.45, by far the 

~t majority any Canadian Government bas ever enjoyed. In the by-elections 

which have since oocurred, they have gained two more seata from the Conservatives. 

The Opposition at present is not united and the probability is that Mr. Mackenzie 

King's Government will be returned in the coming elections. 
A-"- Suti.-United States steel production in •939 was j ust under 

so million tons as against IOlDe ~o million tons 10 1938. This i. believed to be double 

the output of Germany, which ta the second largest world producer. T he 1939 out-
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put of sted in the U.S.A., which just failed to establish a new pW, involved an average operating nne of 70 ptr cent. of the total capacity of the mills. 

Sm=IJli.-A member writes to us from Sarawalt: "We are too far off here to feel the full stress of war, but there are difficulties in obtaining some of the more essential kinds of goods, for example, manufactured articles of metal. Saw-millers hcre, find it impoe&ible to obtain fresh saws. In addition, trade in general with Europe is upsct. New regulations in work resuh.ing from the war tend to be irksome because we can only realise with difficulty in this deliJ!htful bur far removed spot how 1mpomnt they are as part of the whole vnr effon.' 
Baptirmal Prohkm.- An l\I.P. was puzzled on receiving the following com­munication. "Dear Sir, In answer to your letter about my family, I write to say 1 had eix children. One of them died, but the parson christened him on an envelope." Road Accitlmu.-Some stanling figures have been given in the House of Commons concerning casualties on the roads since the outbrCalt of war. The Mini­ster of Transpon stated that 4,133 persons were killed during the period from 1st September to JISt December, as against ZA94 in the corresponding months of last year. Of this total 2,657 were pedestrians, an increase of 1t7 per cent. In the discussion which followed one l\I.P. claimed that some too,ooo men, women and children bad died as a result of road accidents during the past twenty years, whi le injured numbered between 4 and 5 million. 
Womm's Auxiliary Air Forc•.- Approximately 11,000 women are serving in the W .A.A.F. To date [16 has been allowed towards the uniforms of officers of this force, the total cost or which averages £38. The Government grant in this con­nection is ahonly to be increased to £Jo. Women pilots engaged in flying aircraft from factories to aerodromes are paid a basic salary of £z8o a year, p lus consolid>ted flying pay at the rate of £8 a month. 
Entmoilrmmt.-Last year Britain imported tome £1o million worth of motion picture films from the U.S.A. The cinema provides a popular source of entcnainment particularly in time of war, bur the imponation of films from foreign countries also raisea the problem of the conservation of our foreign exchange. Polonti.- Wc have just rcoeived information of an indisputably authentic character that the German Government has been making strenuous but ineffective attempts to find a few Polea whom ther could count upon to fill the role of Polish representatives io a puppet administration . 
Hitln's Spuch.-lt ia interesting to note that for reasons of perao111l security the fact that the Fuehrer was tO make a speech on the seventh anniversary of hiS becoming Chancellor was kept a s trict secret up to the last moment. A3 regards the apeecn itself, ita lies and threats are hardly worthy of serious comment. 
Emp/qyers.- We invite you to try the experiment of taking out a group sub­scription of the K-11 New~-Letter for your people. The rates are as follows: 

6 copies 1/- per week. 25 copies 3/6 per week. 100 copies 8/- per week. 12 11 2/- 1t u 50 H sf- u tt 250 h 15/- u n We believe that your employees will appreciate your action in this respect and thai by ghing them the opponunity of ~ng a copy each week you will help to form an enhghtened public opinion . 
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LETTER S T O THE EDITO R 

FINLAND. 

Sta, 
1 have jUJt retumtd from a ahon 'Oilt co 

FinW>d, a rountry I know ,..u and "-hen I 
hm: many frienclt and ~ibly you may be 
mt.c:rated to know the ~ra.l ut:nd ol public 
opinion ~re. 

The Finns f~l they are fighclng not only for 
th(ir independence: but for the ..ame princ:ipla 
u the British Empire, namely, the pre~ervation 
or western democracy, anti ~&110 ac:ting "' 
a ahitld co ScandinAvia tgaina:t Bol&hevik 
aggl'df.ion. If the publithc:d war allm of 
the Mliee represent the cn.ath, it toem.s to 
th.m impracticable for two of them -the 
m!I"C'ation o[ a Polish ltltC, and ct:~~ttion or 
aa=si<>n-co be ICDOtllpiUhed unleoo Rwaia, 
u "-.11 .. Ccnnany, ia """'cht to her-. 

At the prc:sc:nt time. tht: enure lJc o( the 
country is being cfisloated by inC<OWlt air­
raida, and as tbt few fighlln.g 1tt0plancs aVlil· 
able Are fully oceupi«t on lhe front, the Fin.as 
are not in a poe.ation to defend thdr open 
to" ne. The.ir m Olt urgt•m need ia auopbntt 
and t .nti·aircraft guns, 1.nd ahhouuh they deep­
ly appreciate the sub&tantial ht:Jp wlueh. h..u 
been promised from Great Oriuin and France, 
tht planes of which Lhc fj l\1\t ttand in t ueh 
urgent need do not appear to be. arriving in any 
appreciable quantity. 

F"onland ia a ..,.U and pGM country and 
u malting the """' aup<rb .... d apinst 
bcayY odclt. bon olthough Mr. Brown, of 
Upper Too<ing, CUI at p.-t open IUs 
n.ev..papu each morning and wy "ith utU.­
Ctctio:n: ,. Splendid, tho Fuuu haYc ddc:atcd 
the Ruuiaot apin", the unpaJstable (l(t re­
nui.na thtt un!eas 1-arse •uppliee of '?lane& 
and othtr munitions of war are ~wilable tn the 
immediate (uNre. there i• little hope- that the 
Flnna wiU be abJe to lut the •ummer. 

While quite realitJna that our own need& 
mu•t come first, aurely with the prcecnt 
rd.ath~ly quiet tute ol aft'aira on the western 
f..,..t it should - be diffi<ult to supply 
the """'paroti<dy small Finnish O«da with­
out Ul any ·ny mdq<n~ our poartion. 

Aootbu point: Grat Bntam •-ondera why 

the neutralatatet do not raJiy to her aide in t\cr 
enwode oplnlt •gs-ion. One .,....,.. to thia 
qUHtion aa that thete ttatet are noc JUre what 
oid they cuuld clepcnd "" r..., the -~m ..... d 
there ll no doubt that our country will be 
jud~ by them to a great e:xttnt by the: 
amount ol conc::rt:te aid JIYe:n to the only tD\llll 
country whldt 10 (ar h.u Jwi the courage to 
take up annt (or the a.amc pnndples as the 
Allies.. The: quutaon iJ, can the Allit!a rven for 
their own ukta t llow the heTOic ruat.ion to be 
over-run by the RUNtans? [f not, aeroplanes 
mua-t nrrlve wilhln the next few wceb, 

Yours faithfully. 
R. c. ELLtOTT. 

BRITISH A.'\0 DO~IL'I/ION TO:-INAGil. 
SIR, 

In your New1-Lctt<r Supplement 182, 
under the hcadm~ 1..oeea at Sea. you com~re 
the 1....., ol 117 Oritiah ohipo oH21,40+ toN 
with a total or Oritlth t nd Dominion to~e 
of 21,000.000. 

The use of tuch 11 basi• or compariJOn can 
only mitlead. Sirnilar QOmp:trlsons mjJJed 
the Go\•t:rnment Ocpartme.nts the.mtd\'ra 
during the Lut War, and 1t wu not until the 
end of the yar 1916 that the critioal lou of 
CU'I')iDg,power of our Mercantile ~fari.De wu 
brought home to them, when 1t wu a1mo1t too 
btL 

Tbe fisuro ol 21 nWllon "'* """' which • 
commonly quo<ed 11 being the .u.ngth at the 
outbreak of War or the Bntith Merchant Navy 
&I that of the total tonnage or t.hips of 100 tona 
groa and upward•. including those on the U.K. 
ccgiJtcr and on all Dominion and Colonial 
.regLatert. h includes at rega.rd.s, the U.K. 
regiitcr, a mua of tmaU craft-tugs, aaJvagc 
c:rah, pdot boou. ferry boou, plc»un:•teamtn, 
dredge,., boppm, etc .. an.d u rqar<b regis~" 
in o.W peru of the Empire it includ .. oimilar 

.....u cnft, and """"'8< h>i>•...Uy """""' .. 
the .....W uoclea of lAW., Australia, New 
Zealaod .. d .., the Canadisn c- Latco. 
Tbe util,...ioo of tueb a bu,. ol comporiann 



with the extmt or 1-due to enemy action 

euvea no uaeful J?llrpoee. 
In the c:akuii!ION it hu from time to time 

made of the availability of tonnage under the 

British flac for the cooduct of the oveneaa 

carrying trade of the nation, the Liverpool 

Steam Ship Ownen' Aslociation hu taken u 

the relevant criterion the ahipa on the U.K. 

register of 2,000 tons grou and upward&. 

Broadly speaking that criterion ia accurate in 

relation to O\'ffiCU carriage outtide home 

trade limitt, i.e., excluding the abort aea trades 

with the Continent. It it true that it ern on 

the side of caution inasmuch u ships of 

between, eay. 1,500 and 2.000 tons grou are 

employed in the trade between the U.K. and 

the countries bordering the Mediternnean. 

but tbeae are comparatively few in number and 

do not impair the broad accuracy of the •~te­

ment that for the purpose of the calculation in 

question, 2,000 tons gross ia the proper starting 

poinL 
On that basis the material figures, on the 

latest information available to the A8sociation, 

i.e., as at 30th November, are u followa: 

Aa at he Sc-ptcmbt~•". 1939, the tbipt of 2,000 t·one 

"'*' ond upwa.do on lhc U.K. ......... ~ 

1.475 in number and I 5,822,000 cons in lfOtll -· From thole totalt h1l\'e to be dcd..ctcd "-ea by 

-..;ar and ~rtnt pt-rU. •jnoe h t September, viJ: 

War.._. Sl obipt of 281,001!...,. ,._ 

Marine ,, 8 " " +7,000 •• " 

,. -· o( 59 .. .. 328,000 .. .. 

W.vina • 
Me. coca~ of 2,416 .. .. 15,494,000 u .. 

1'hnc! totab are, however, tubJecc to deduction o(: 

(a) 'n-fewv,.yla,...-.tu.,.which.,. 

...t..lor tndJna pu.._,. in.......,.. ond wluch 

a.r. in fKt Wd up; 
(b) that much IUJef rwrnbt:t oltluPt wludt have: 

bftn requ.iailionod (or non·tradlna purpou1, e.(l., 

• war audiariet, tnntporu, hotpital and tupply 

ahlpa. 
A.ad to addition of: 

(a) EoaDr .tupa oap<wod "'- tho --of 

war o( 2,000 lOft.t arott •od upward• and bctl\1 

'*CI b~ u. for u..d.i~"!j*a; 

(b) Oomlruon ...., ...... - ahif.O o( 

2,000 tont aro. and upWIIrde tnd&fta or naiJ.abJe 

to~~ wilh the U.K.. 
(c) Shipt,brouaht intocornnti.uion aiJx,e ht &e-p.. 

101111be<,l939. 

The final reault, making allowance for the 

items mmtioned in the pre<:eding paragraph, 

approximates to a total of 151-161 million 

grou tons compriting 2,SOOJ2,700 ahipa; com­

pared with the conception of a total of 21 

million grou tona comprlaing 8,977 sbipa. 
Youra 11aithfully, 

ALP1tiD BooTH, 
c-. of tA. lA~ """,_.. 

Wcr IWiu /JUWIIIN~ A~l/tm 

Cunard Building, Liverpool, 3· 

1#]~.·940· 
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~emo fro~ Sec null to President ot Feb 13 , 1940 

Sr.eloae1 or 1t1nal l etter dat•d Jartyary 16, 1940 

oddr 011od to you by Rio ~jooty , K1~ Raakon Vll of 

llorwo.t t<>,othor wl th draft or r eply . 
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W:, dear Kr . Preaidoo;: 

O&,AIITMCNT 0' tT,t.tr: 
•AtHifiiOTON 

Karol> • • 1940 -
Several. days ago you atQd l:r. ~ c-o ba~t t.he 

Dtpa.rt.m.ea~ !"w-n.ish t'i£W"•• wbich wo\ll.4 1n41cat.t t.bt 

nWIIbor or :ptraona !a xu..rop. Who are or llltlo a1cb.t. 1D 

the tuture be 4es;1tuto or in aetd or to04 becau.e or 

the war - sast ot the Rhine and weat of tht Rhine . 

Propoeod log1olat1on now pen41ns 1n ~he Houoo or 

Rt~rotontat1voa provldoe ror an Gppropr1at1on ot rrom 

ten million to h :enty 111llloo 4ollara tor rtliot' i n 

Polud. 

There is also p on41n& 1Jl CO!:LP'tla a bUl to 

HD4 a14 to t.bo people 1n CZ-oo.bollon.kia. In a441tlon 

t.o C&tcboalonld.a ~bore a.r. bun!recla ot tbou.M.D4a or 

nt~ s-raou in Ya.riO".lS cowu.rlea ot hro~ . 

It. b.aa been di.ffieu.lt to ta1:xll.&tt exaot tlcur••· 

Jut there 1• attached a atate:Mnt mowta.& by oountriea 

tbt preeent needy &.Jl4 the pouib-lt tuturt needy , 

Tbe Pr11ldent, 

The Wblto Ho~eo • 
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aoograpbioolly divided ooot or tbo Rhino , woot or 

the Rhine . and the Near EAit . 

Ot course you will underet&n4 that theat are not 

exao; rigurea but are eatimattl baaed on the beat 

1ntoru.t.1on W11ch we b.aYt o 

fteae t'16'U'IS a.n tor ooD.t14tnt1al 1ntorcat1on 

a.c4 uae . Pu.bl1cat1on at th• or tYtD the uae ot thea 

ia ltttera ~icb aigbt f1Dd their way to tho public 

would .... to be 1nadviaablt . 

Tbare 1a also attached a aummary or the ooet or 

relief during the last wa-r and du.r1a..a tho roconatruotion 

period wbicb tollao~~·od. I havo onoloot4 thia witb the 

thout,ht thnt it mit,ht attord • aood bAoh tor .. e1mat1Jl6 

tbt ooet to tho Aoer1oan Government ot procoedins with 

a policy to reed the stricken people ot tbe war area . 

~-1~17 youra, 

x.no lo I'U..H a : 

Zatimato ot war-relief netda; 
SUD:I\ary or rel ief costa durin& 

tho World liar , 



/ 

/ 

I 

SHU? a 
11 llsrol> 7, 19LO . 

The attached tabl~ present& eatimetes (1) ot tbe number ot 

pera~ne e~t present in need ot reliet in Europe and tbo l~ear East 

because or war conditione and (2} or the nunbor ot auch poraons 

wl'lo uy bo ln need or Nlllet tro:n so\U'cos outside their rospec­

ti ve cou.ntr 'ies betoro or e. t the O!ld or t he p;r&sent European con­

flict. Tho eatloates have been prepare4 tor use 1o cons1dertns 

tho question of the extension ot aid by the Govornoont or tho 

United States to tbo population of Poland which is now beroro 

the Oongresa in the form ot several different bills. It is 

submitted in that connection that this Oovar~cnt ahould , in de­

ciding to sand rolict to hungry and destitute people in one case, 

contemplate the adoption ot the practice irrespective or tbe 

loco.lity, race or religion of people in otbor ceses who nay 

subsequently stand in need ot relief as e result or war. 
~·...u., 

The esticates given under (1) in the table •re~derivod rro~ 

tactue1 materi al . 

Under (2) tbe N.aureP given ore believed to be the maximum 

for each oountr y. The total tor the countries e~st and west ot 

tbe Rhine is 167 ,100, 000 . It is hardly conceivable, however, 

that it sbould so transpire that all the countr1eB listed would 

have such enormous relie~ probleos ea those indicated betore or 

at the end or hoatilitiea s ince same ot them may not become 

theaters ot the n r , e.nd since the victors are likely to fare 

so~ewbat better than the van~uished and the SPaller Powers Which 

mer tall a vioti~ to one or other or the larger belligerents . 

l!any deteroinins reotors , 1nclud1Jl8 weather conditions , metb.ods 

or 
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ot warfare eoploy~ . amount or ooolid.oratlon lhown tor the 

01?111an populat1one , extent or areal 1nolu4~4 in military 

opera~lon., ia~ernal revolution~ , ••~ltl ot 41otatora , and 

ao ro:rth, cacnot be tully tTIJ.uau4 lo ad.,aace . The tigu:rea 

Itt tortb , t-tre~ora , abould not be ret&rde4 11 r.t1able bases 

tor reUet ple.nnJ.DtJ .. 

81 •pereorw in need ot rt11tf tro:J IOUrOII Ol.ltalc!t their 

rtaptotlYt oouatr!ea• is ~ant thote 11•1De in a country 

1.Ultblt rroa ita own r esources t.o aathty their tle.centarr 

neodt tor rood, clothins and ehelttr and not in e poe1t1on, 

booautt or laolc ot purchaa1n.g po.-:er , t.o obtain the Where­

withal tor supplying such needs by ~lac puroboeea 1o other 

o.ountrlet . 

The att•ohed ~ble is , or oourae , or an extremely con­

t14tnti&l nature . Its publication not onlr ~uld .mbarraea 

tbia OoYtl'm!ent in its relaUona wU.b Yarlou.e '!Uropea.n eount.ries, 

'but. a.l~t. &1•• rise t.o c:oit.lclll:l 1n tbia cou.ntrr . agai.Jlat Which, 

in Ylew or ;he neoesse.rlly conJect-ural o.at.ur• or tb.e t1aurea 

&i'Yill , there clgbe M 41trtcult.J ot deten.ae . 

A aecond tabl • 11 att.eobed aa or poa1i'ble 1ntereat , ahow-

1D& the t.COWlt I.Dd v-alue or toocl and reH•t auppllea 4alherec1 

to the turopeen countries d~iDI tho World War &D4 Reeonstruc­

t.1oo Period e.s taken rrom a book 4eeor1 bing the operations or 

the o:tsac1t.a.t1one under the di r eot1oo ot Ur . ltoover troo 1911. 

to 1924 
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Ur' p ¢&ih IBB!i¢111 t.toroh ?, 1940 . 

l!STI!.!AT11 OE IIAR-JW.Ila llDJ)S 

----------
PrtltDt Poeei'blt 

ltet or ~h• Rhine Needy luturt Needy 

.Ubaola lOO , OCO 
BuJ.p.rla 2 ,000 ,000 
CttobotloYak1a s,ooo,ooo 
Damark l , SOO,OOO 
l.lt.onia .(.00 ,000 
1'1Dlec4 6oo,ooo 2,000 ,000 
Qan;.&l>.)' 20 ,000, 000 
OrttOt 

so , ooolll 
2,000, 000 

H~~J>C&Tr (.,SOO, OOO 
ll.alr 15 ,000, 000 
t.et.•i• 10, 000!1! 1 , 000 ,000 
Lit.buante. 100, 000 1 700 ,000 
NOMt&.J' 6, 000 2 1 , 200 ,000 
Poland (end rr~o City 

ot Danzig) 7 ,ooo ,ooo 16,700 ,000 
Rumania 2S ,000111 6 ,000 , 000 
Ruuie , European 

10, 000121 
4) ,000 , 000 

SWt4tn 2 , 500, 000 
Swlt.zorlend l , SOO, OOO 
Yugoela'Y'U. 1 , ooo111 s . ooo 000 

Total• 7 , 802, 000 1)0,100 , 000 

!H Pol1th ref'U&eta n .:1Ub. r•tus••• 

•••' or t.ht Rhine 

lla1c11Q 
1 , ooo,ooo1Jl 

6,000,000 
rranot 10,000, 000 
Ortat Br11.a1o 10,000, 000 
Uot.htrlanda s,ooo,ooo 
l'ort.ur.al 
Spa!o , , SOO. Q9-0 6 . 000 000 

lf'otall J , SOO, OOO )7 ,000 ,000 

( ) ) rrenob ovaouoee 

tltAr 1!•~ 

I SYP< ) ,000 ,000 
Iran ) , 000 , 00-0 
Iraq 750, 000 
Paltt tlnt )50 ,000 
srr!a aD<! .... Lebe..non 750 ,000 
'l'llrkor } $00.000 

1'ol.ala ll , )SO,OOO 

... GIUR!l '1'01' AL9 11, )02 , 000 178, 4SO, ooo 



Sum;ary ot [gpd nod Re11tt 8upp11ot Qtllytr l d 

During tho Kot14 Mar an4 Booonotryot lp p Por1p4 

Enet ot tho Rhino : 

.Uba.rtl.a 
811l.g...,.1& 
Or.eoho slovak1R 
Del'lmS.rk 
t etonia 
Fillland 
Ge"""'Z'J' 
Gr.eoe 
Hurtgary 
Italy 
Latvia 
L1tlluanu 
Morva;r 
Poland (1nolud1rlg Free 

C1t1 or Dan•1S) 
Rwaania 
Ruet la , European 
Sveden 
Switzer land 
Yu;o el.ttT 1a 

Yo tale: 

Y••t of ;ho fthlno: 

a.1s1"" 
J'ranoe 
Gr eo.t Br1tn1n 
Netherland• 
Portuoal 
8pa1n 

fot&le: 

(lPH - lP24) 

------oOo------

Te5t1 'lgpt 

22,862.4 
646,134.6 
l G, 912. o 
6?,368. 6 

188,620. 9 
1,272,934.1 

20,3?4. 0 
21,393. & 

7 ,-&79,780.7 
28 , 366. 6 
12,87?.7 

?61,135.6 
673. 2 

22G ,202 . 8 
?68 ,119.9 

4,1P8,8&6. 3 
8,.z&, 699 . 7 
8 , 6&2,688. 6 

2&,027 • • 

21.502,262.0 

32 , 866,1 57 . & 

TotAl Vft1ut 

• 4 ,866,647 . &3 
11&, 438,3&1.98 

2,H7, 059 . 30 
21 ,017 , 263 . 66 
30 ,282,o47 .PO 
29•,3?~, 692 . 70 

1 , 211 ,949 .9& 
41 ,607,139 . :5? 

7PG , 608 , 264.01 
7 , &&0,021 .69 
&,G90 , 781 . 39 

200,864,8!77 . 73 
127.700. 69 

&3,637 , 311.31 
?8 , 230 , 318. 4G 

$ 6P?,l40,348. 91 
1 , 289,488,622 . 47 
1 , 386 ,102, 780. 06 

4, 219,-l98. U 

f e , o-l2, ?83 , 308. 02 

l!stU.: 'Thoet atfl.t1a t 1oe a.re t aken tro11 the ~olt, •A.t:~erloan Food ln 

the Worl d Vnr and Reoonet~ot1on Ptr1od• , (Pagea 274-~75 ) b7 Surtaoe 
and Bland (Stanford Unlvtre lty Prta8) deaor 1b1ng the •o9er atlon1 ot 
tht Ors•n1£at1ons undtr the 41reot1on o r Herbert HooTer 1014 t o 1024. 1 



llaroh 12 , 1940 

\lEr.IORA:IDUII TO T!!E PRESIDENT 

FRO '' SECRETARY HULL 

OUtl ines terms of the Peaoe Trea~ between Finland 
a.nd the Sovi eta. 

See,Finlnnd-Dr &wer 4-1940 

(I' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ftll• 18 tor 7ov •7•• 

onl)'. .u 11i 1• 1n ••oret oocle 

plea•• read and re1iurll. I w11l 

let 7ou Me "'• re•t •• •oon •• 

11i oo•u lD. 

r. D. L 

Encl osure 
A Secret A!e s u ge from Navy Dept 



"--~ ------- -- - ----- -----
- - -·· - · 0 

.. 

TELEGRAM 

15WU. RA . 24- 4~ 25 p. m 

DeLand , •lori da , Marc~ 16 , 1940 

THE PRESI DENT. 

[,.1".;­
l ' 

So sor ry you are i ll . I am payi ng the penal ty now fo r getti ng 

up t oo soon, eo do be careful . Love and best wishes, 

Frances Hull • 



-
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING'TON 

r..!arch 1&, 

Dear Crill : 

\'!ill you pleaoe rtv• ~1111 

~ ~he Prao1dent. 11001etille ~111• .orn1og. 

E.'.! . u . 



.3-16-40 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Secretary Hull ' phoned and said 
he would like to see the Pr esident some­
t~e today if the President wa s feeling 
like t alking to him, but not otherwise . 
I explained to the Secreta ry that I 
would doli ••' t hio moooogo toy~' · . ·~ 

~-



.._ to the P!'Ml-.t tha Cordell Bllll 

letretarniDt; letter ot S..retary llorpntba 
relathe to reoout:nlotlOD am we, ot Plalad. 

8Htllorpntha-llranr l·lHO 



I 

• 

\ 

April 6 0 lHO. - -=---
' 

--IIIIIORDDIJ)f POR TRB PUSIDD! P1IOV stl'diR WBLLBia 

1111111....- t.a drafta ot telecr - .f'e 
111B1.-r Gw'Mr ill I "'• tor the Pnaidellte appaoiAl 
re 0.1-1 leek ~ w u. I, at •h ti• ete • 
.lttao!IM b OopJ ot See ~la • tel..,.. te «JatMr 

' 

ot .lpril 1, lHO re PHd~'• dnlro to haft wa­
ftl'aattw w1Ua Col. , ..... Book--ncp•te bo teko atter 
11p 111 Ua U.C Carol oto. 
AttaeJIH h Gwt:Mre ropl7 ot .lpril 3, lHO ro haYlalc •­
Pcrolp lfiJiietor Gat- ud hh dboudw aboat Seek 

lMftiiC tM •-tau aloe att•ohel b .. 11•• lotter ot .April 

15, lHO with OOP7 ot - t'rca llllrPI7, CMr£0 4'.lttalroe at 
Parb llmu!IT date4 ... ah 21, lHO roportli!C o-..reatl• 

re Boolr:'• aotlntlo1 oto • 

.... Ita~ Dop"Dauw 1-lMO(.lprtl 11, lMO letter) 

I 



for tho President'• momo of April 8, 1940 

to Secretary Hull re oubject of havinr, Eabaooy 

In Li sbon, Por tugal and aokin• him what ho 

\ 

thlnko and for reply from Sumner Welleo of A~rll 11 , 1~40 in 

anowor to the =-~o of Anrll 8th. 

Se01Stato Dept-!lra""r 1- 1940 (Aor!l 11, 1940 lottu) 



• 

................ -
1, ........ ~., ............. 

- ... ..,._, .-.uaa 10a1.-. " u• ••e . 
.. b, aa I , wt nt lt, a Dille._ fill .. 
Lr·-awa . .... _.,.,. • .,_..,, 
ua epe.a -· Ylelaatlr eau-e .. uu. 

Ia wln fill laU ?fJ _. teuwe 
ta hllo. ttaa laa.._ta- fl ... Meta I 5 11._ 

-•· 1 fti!Cgeat ., r~ J#l 111 oa 

(l) ... ,.. ...,.. ..... ... 

aa..-.. ................. ... 
- u. ortcs.1... .. • ...., .. .. 
1 .... •l ... Uoe to a.., ,.. teU. ......... , ........... ,." 
_. to allk ror ~la sriifu .. 
...s.-u.e a1 MIIIU'- to ua ,,. , 

(I) ............... , ....... , 
....... ,.,. u. ' ........ '--.. ..e I fill ... 11111111 elll • 
ae tw1tar poal ... , be taUe& 
.. ....,. eet .. laa...U.U ., ........ .. 

a. ••• 1 b'e 
-Ill .... fill ..... , ................ 
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Wy dear ¥r · Preeident: 

OlliltAATMCMT 0,. &TATE 
WAIH IMQTOM 

April t6. 1~ \0 

It 11 ey duty to lay before yo~ what I contider 

a eerioue derel iction on the part or Ur. Owen J. o. 
NoreM, American Ylnlater to Lithuania. 

AI you • ere advt1ed by Senator Wheeler , Yr. Nor em 

DI UI an ad4reat in Wlnneepolle while he • •• ln the 

Unlte4 Statea on leave •~lc~ wee crttlclzed by foraer 

Governor Beneor. and eeveral o t t er oredtblt and reepon­

tlble wltneaaea as betng violently &ntt-S .. lttc. In 

a441tton ~ the eoa:uotcatton fro. Senator Wheeler tne 

Dtpart~ent was advtee4 by Rer reeen\atlve Blooa tha t he 

bad beard froa R&bbt Wlae and teveral otbere htshly 

orltloal com~ent about Mr . liore•' 1 &dd.re••· 

Mr. Nore• wee •~~oned t o the Dop~rl•ent where 

he prepared f r om memory a etato•ent ot the rem&rka he 

h.4 eade wh1oh were oonatderably a~ variance with the 

etatemeotl =ade by those .no btard hLa remarka. 

A' \be Tequeat Of RepriiiQ\&\1Yt Bloo. Kr. Wor em .... 
fbi Preaiden.t, 

The Whl\e Houae. 
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vaa lnatruoted to call upon the Oba1raan ot the Fo~tlgn 

Att&1ra Ooaa1ttlt ot the House and to 4110UII the =attar 

Vith hl.a. Mr. Nor .. lett Veahington v ltbout c&lllng u,pon 

Rep.reaentatl•t llo011. e·ubtequen;ly be vat rt&Obt4 at bit 

bote~ ln Nev York &n4 lnatructed to call Oongrttaaan Bloo• 

on the telephone berore he a&lled . He deaurrt4 and aa1d 

that he had dltoutfttd tbe matter Ylth Senator Shlpate&d 

and Senator Murray and that tbe latter hA4 D4v118ed h1.m 

not to talk to Oongretcaan Bloom. Being aaAln ~natructed 

'o do eo be s••• the tmpreeelon o•er the telephone or a 

reluctan.oe to oo.plr with the lnnruouon 'but 414 not de­

cline to do eo. Kove•er, he sailed rros Kev York Sat~Y. 

Aprll 6 , vlthout b.a•lna oollllllunlcate4 vtth Xr. Blooca 1n con­

travention of the 1nttruot1ona of the Department . 

All the olrouaetanoee or the oaee oonftt1tute a ~1&­

grant violation ot the Dep&rtment'a et&nd1na 1nltruot1one 

and ot the Dtpartatnt • e epeo1r1o 1netruot1on• and are or 

auoh gr&YitJ that I tetl it pr~per to br1n1 tbt aatter to 

your attenllon. 

You BA7 reseabtr ~ha~ Kr. Morea vae appointed Mlnleter 

on the reooamendat1on or Senator K~rra7 ot Montana and th&~ 

Senator Wheeler proteeted at the tlae aga1ntt blt appoint­

cent . 



- 1lC WHI,.. HOUR 

Pl-o fllld .,., jwot 

"""' ""' -to .,. .. _, 414 

abooat Wo oa lh .-lpt. 

F. D. R. 

D11p&tch from Antwerp, 

dt.Ud M&.Y 8. 1~0, 1D r• 
proteeatooal btcyolt to.a 

Xlll&n Vopel , which ia p&r­

ttc1p&t1AS 1n rbcee tn the 

U. & •• aa1 be eupgtd tc 

eeploe&ge aot1v1 t111 for 

OefU.Q.Y. 
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' {/)' 0D'AOT11DIT Of STATE rr' THE SECRETARY 

M~ ll, 19<10 , 

K£KO!Wil)l!l! FO!\ T!j!: PliESIDL'fT 

I baTt check ed 14to tbe d1~ol1 t1on 

ot the attached telegr~ trom Antwerp 

an4 t1n4 tb~t J ln accordance v1th the 

preeont arrangement, the lnformatlon 

oonta1no4 ln l t vaa forwarded ye•ter4AY 

to the Federa~ Bureau ot Inveet1gat1on. 

the 1nformat1on contained 1n the wri t­

ten 4ttpatcb, ~ent1one4 1ft the ttlegrao, 

v U l be rorva..r4e4 to the Federal Bureau 

or In•eetlgatlon •• eoon •• tt 11 re­

oeh·t4 • 



I 
I 

J1l 
!hi a ~rlcsr~ cuat be 
e loul y pa :-a. hrasr:-! b-e­
torr bc1n, co~ea;rd 
to •llfOnC . (br) 

Secretary of Stat£ , 

\'laohino,ton . 

JV , "•Y O. 4 P 

Antwerp 

Dated M&y , 1040 

REo ' d 1:15 p .m. 

Have obtained Lntorcatlon tram rcll•b t aourcc that the 

O~nu.n protudonal ble:ro c tu:s .111&n ..,opel, h1<~h 11 

now partloi,patlr..& in ra.cta :!;,; Uu lln!tc4' a 1 nt.7 bt 

cnaattd ln u.,tonacr o.ei.:lv! 1 ... t'or Gti'"!"~.JI . 1\ceanuai 

invtttl«atlo~. ':hd!" &Ctc.r:n !1 &tvrn u care ot Al bor..ar 

Tor4o, 34~ Heat ~th S&rctt , •cv Yo1~ Clt7, and their 

manascr 1a HArry Ucnd.tl . l2S Harictt Strut, .Nc'War •• ., licw 

Jcrtcy. Tbclr to~rr mDr~ecr ••s recently oo~vlctrd ot 

r•plonaac .nd given a atvc~-yrar acntrnoc b ~ 8tl&1Qn 

m111tGry court nt Ghent . Stc my dcepntoh ,~ . 408 or 
!loy ti , I 940. 

BUSSDORt·> 



To pr.par• repl7 to attaohed l ott.r troa ~oa C. t aylor, 

•~, 4/20/' 0 to tho h .. ldeat, wt. tl\ attaoh•d Jiote ' •1'b&h. 

4ato4 4/lt/t O, b&Ddod to Mr. taylor by tho C&rdlnal Seorotary 

of State, r•cardin' tho .a.uoootar.l ottorta that tho 

"ROly So• hat ~ n&kin$ to ttnd r ol l or to Polaa4. Mo.o 

tr• !hill of .,Jime u. &tt&ohe4. 



, . .. .... /4QOIOIOol-"'~ lO 

• Ti4• RCAri'A"Y Of' ft.t.U __ ,o..o.c. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

JIIN 5 - 1940 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Reference is made to your suggestion, communicated 

by General Watson to Mr. Summerlin, that a letter of 

introduction be issued to MaJor General John F. 0 1 Ryan , 

Who is proceeding soon on a trip to Japan. 

Following hie call on you, General 0 1 Ryan called 

here, said that he bad given you a general idea as to 

his trip and explained that be had not gone into the 

details with you. He t hen gave us a more complete 

account of the pertinent facts , of which the folloWing 

is a SllDilllary: 

General O'Ryan has entered into an agreement with 

Eastnan Dillon and Company or New York and the Japanese 

Economic Federation whereunder he is to be paid $15,000 . 00 

and expenses to go to Japan to make a study of economic 

and financial conditions, especially as they pertain 

to relations with the United States. The Japanese 

Economic Federation is connected With the Japanese Gov­

ernment. In the recent past a number ot American 

citizens who have been approached by the Japanese along 

similar lines have decided against becoming involved in 

proJects conceived by the Japanese in furtherance ot a 

general 
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81Dir&l ObJeoL1T8 Of enlJattna AatriOaD D8tiODall in 

prooe4urea oontributcr,. to prop.apn41z1ns, k:Dowingly or 

u.nkDowift&ly , 1D lap.an'a taYOr in the OnitK States a.nd 

eletWhere. 

In the present inatanoo, we un4eratand tbat the 

etu4y 11 to bo made W1th1n a period ot approximately 

tbreo months. 

The t•ot that General O•Rya.n h&l undertaken to make 

t.bia Jtudy 1n tbe em:plor or an4 tor the 1ape.neae Xoonomie 

Federation raises tbe question Whether Geoor&l O•Ryan 

auat reg1ater •• u egent ot 1 ft)ret.p pr1no1p&l and ot 

roreip so•er=ents u.c4er the aot a ppro.-e4 J\me 8, 19)8, 

or whetber be ebou14 tile a ootit1oat.1on •• an qent ot 

a torelp goYenmteot tmder the !.aptonaa• Act, approTed 

lUno 15, 1917. General o•R;fan lo tllrclah1114 ua Witb a 

etat~ent on tbe baste ot whiob thia queatioo oao be 

4et1n1t1Yely oonaidered . 

In aa muob aa I teal tbat you would. Wieh to be 

1nto~e4 in regard to certain ot the raota an~ oiroumat~cbs 

aet torttl above 'Rich may not haTe bttn brou.gbt to your 

attention. I a: venturing to aend you tbia ••~randum. 

Un4tr t bt oi.rcu.:~~a-tancea, I auueat that I wr-1t.t Wr. orew 

41r•otly and iD.t'o~ h1.s ot General. 0'8yan't tortbocai.D.s 

T111t to lapa.a. and ot t.he oirou:=.at.e.noea rtlattng thertto . 

ln 



- ) -
In eo 4o1D.& I would expeo~ to Ull Jtr. Or•• that lfhile 

we w;,u.ld not desi-r e that be g1Te ott1o1&l oopizance to 

General o•Ryan ' a cission we abOuld appreciate 1t. it be 

lll0\ll4 do what he appropriately oo\114 toward CIAking Ge.ner a.l 

O'Ry&n'a 1tay 1n 1apan pleo.aa..nt and 1natruot1Te. Unless 

I hear trom you that you wiah otherwi1o 1 l oont~plate 

prooeo41n& accordingly . 



t 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTON 

.~~ 6, 1940, 

llEIIORAllDUlt FOR 

THE SECIWTARY OF STATi 

FOR RE?ORT 

F, D. R, 

Dispatch frooJ Amh(l:>:mdor 

Ou!l1tt in re It~liun OovornmP.nt 
transchippinu to th<> Ocron~m Govern­
ment an nvurauo of 175 , 000 tonu o! 
oil producto pe::- cn<)nth nm\ nukine , 
in view of Uussolini 1 1> o.nnou..,comP.nt 
tht\t he r:nn o.bout to m~<ke -:11\r on 
::-ranee and En:.;l:md, rhcther it >~ould 
be ponsible :for thic Oov<:r•1•.~•mt to 
CQ ll. off nll cuppllco tv I tnly of 
o il nnd petroleum prnductc . 



June lS, liMO 

16:110 TO Ca!DBLL BULL FROli l'DR 

Re a enolo1ed di1atoh troa Johnaon in Chuagkinc 1D 
re Japaneee planea boabing Chungking---attached 
ie Hull'• reply or June lS, and oopy or 1tatement 
to Prell ot 1aae date. (Dilpatoh traa Johnlon kept 

by State ) 



I• •nolo••d diap•toh fro. Aab B~rt ot Jua• 11 , 1e.0 r• 

r-eq••t h• A..&.&u., tb• Spanhh Pr..ter and. Pre•id•nt who h ill 1a Franc• 

ud. ••at. penduioa to erou i a .&a.rlo.u •hip with •:rlco •• d• •tla.ttc.a. 

b pl7 h• Welht or ~ 15, lHO • 1:th oopiet or hl•sr ... trc. lhlll to 

Bow•r• an4 &ullitt r• , ... •~bjeot. 



Letter from Cordell Hul l to FOR- June 14, 19'0 

Attaohee memorandua &I possible aaeiatanoe to 
President in replying to attached letter of 
Kaokenzie King of Kay 1, lS.O- -semo contains 
~rinoip&l pointa raised by MacKenzie King and 
Hull's oomment1 . 

See rC&nad&• Dr&wer 4-1940 



PDR ..ao to Hull and Wellea------ --June 17, 19.0 

Ia their rea41~ the enolesed latter to P'DI troa 
lerbert Pall in re poaaibility ot Spanish or Italian troop• eDter~ 
Portucal to prneDt the landi~ ot Br1thh re1Jitoro-t1 tor the 
protection ot Gibraltar and a demaDd tor the use of the nor... Hull •• 
reply ot June 18 , 19'0 attaohed, 

Seea State Dept folder-Drawer 1- lS.O tor oorre1 



I 

Letter To FOR troa Corde l l Bull of June 18, 19• 0 

re; T•ylore' letter and note Terb.te troa V&t1oan 

See ,uay ~. 1940 oro•• ret- thia folder 



t..tb:r to P'OR l'r• lt'ltll .... -Jtll7 15, lNe. • nolotlDf; pupar-at.tcu 
or r•pl7 tor Pret elpatur• to Ick•• ln reply t o hh htter to 
7DR or June 28, 11+0 r• adT11abllity of pr1111n~ fer 1•!1•lat1oa 
~41at•lY t~t woul4 &1•• th1 Adminlltratton ~ll 41•oret1on 
•• to th• • upplhe ud. .un,ttiou or war that #I&)" b1 1cld 
to &nchrul. fh• Pr .. i d•nt' • reply h <l&ted July &, 1Qi40 but 
wa• not ••nt cut until July 11th . 



July t, 1140. 

W.ao ttoa Kull to fDR attaohin& thr•• ...or~da ~•latJac to hie 
OO~•reatton with Br1tilb Aab&llldor OD July &,, 1940 . 

Su~jeo~•SITVATlO~ 01' BRTTTSB IK VIE'II 0, COL!.APS& 0 , I'RE~CB 

a .. . O!-... t Brit&Ja.-Orawe-r 4-15140 (July tth •••) 



FOR memo to Hull dated July 11 , 1940 enolooing a oopy 

of King Geor~e'a letter to him of June 22, 1940 tor hia 

information. 

See,King and Queen t 6l der- - drawer 4-1940 



T HE SECRETAR Y 

I t\erew1 th •n11.oh pl"opoted •t~~.te­

menc by tou ret~tive to the Stephen 

lte.rl)' J)ubU.Ol.t)' on the Uonroe Dootr 1nll. 

•• 
•• 

.· 



.. 

White~ Statement 

There hae been such universal misinterpretation 

and confusion wi th res~eot t o t he publ ication ~rowing 

out or the purported conversation with a White House 

Secretary, !lr. Stephen Early, on July 6 , 1940, in 

relation to the Vonroe Doctrine and its supposed meaning 

and appli cation, that the White House feels constrained 

to diecla1m any purpose or intenti on that the President 

should be ouoted at that time on t h is subject in a way 

which would suggest t he alightest dif ference or depar­

ture f rom t he atatement on t he ~onroe Doctrine, its 

interpretation and application, ae contained in t he 

public statement by SecretAry of State Hull on July 5, 

1940, after t he full knowl edge and aporoval or the ?residant. 

I n view both or the widespread misinterpretation 

of t he publicity or July 6 and of ita misconstruction 

as evidenced by dltferent meanings eet forth in different 

newspapers, the President desires to and does hereby 

withdraw in ita entirety the statements attri buted by 

t he press to ~~. Early on the Uonroe Doctrine on July 

6 1 1940 . This leaves the Government of the United 

States basing ita only recent utterance on the Uonroe 

Doctrine solely on the statement which Secretary Hull 

made public with the knowledge and approval of the 

President, on July 5, 1940. 



-
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

IIJde P~1 I, f., 
A!BMI ~ lMO. 

It J'Oll &ppi'Oft. will J'OU • ..., 
tiM toll~ ...... to .a.uaa4or 
l•mnlf: 

·~ dasao,..~ u4 llue •"-~ 
.. luladla4 1a pan ~ ,_ Ul4 
1a ps.n ~1'0.-. Lotlllaa wt t11a 
n1t..Uoa daftlopa4 lato a u.pplJal 
pzopoa1 Uoa wben the awr 111111 1&91 
&H 1D GD•taat --.lt&Uoa wt.tll 
• hen &Dd thn 4a11J' daftlo,_..ta 
han hn.4 to be ezplalud YVballT 
to Lotalaa. 

ftlan h 110 thoalrht ot 
..a..nua111c J'Oil 111111 Cllll.J' a praoUO&l 
UOM&lt)' fu penoD&l OOAftn&Uoaa 
llllltaa U easier to la&Ddla details han. 

I aba!sld be gla4 to Aft J'Oil 

aplala to to~~ laftl panoa that 

I - tokllJ' pnolwla4 f20a g1YlJal 
a•r ..,. Ooft~t w.Hla -
8qlll,_.at Ul4 tllat lateet ... oonn 
both 111111•, Bri Uah Ul4 Ailht-. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-a-

u u ..... u&l~ tbat two ot 
•• .._ -.aee be don•ted bJ free will 
&D4 aaocml ot onat an.tata &D4 that 
other tln bun be Ua.D8fene4 b)' 
81'1ta1a 1D oou14ei'&UOD ot .tauU&UCJWI 

tnuter br • ot tlftr aauoren. 

DoD' t foJ'Iet that rou an aot 
Olll.J aot a •' ; lNt ue •••aU&l to 
all of • both lJl the OonJ'I' at &D4 
1a the kUoa. 



COPY 

- August Sl, 1940 

MEMO RAND IDA FOR THE PRES 1 DEN'!' 

I attach: 

(1) Copy of the note to be aigned by Lord Lothi an; 

(2 ) Copy of my reply; 

(5) A rough draft of a message to Congreaa(identieal 
eommunicationa to be sent to both Houaea); 

and 

(4) Copy of the aide-memoire wh ich 1 handed to Lord 
Lothian on August 29 and of the Embassy's reply. 

Aa we agreed yesterday, the exchange of notes 
regarding the bases will be signed on Monday, 

Hull 

(In l onghand the following was added ) 

'1 here 1e agreement, but delay until Monday about Fleet 11\Atter 
(Par, 4) 

\ I 
fo 

-) 



Memo troQ Cordell Hull to FDR- 5t£t lS, ~ 

Att&ohee ~MO of hie oonvertation with Henry Baye 
in belief FDR wil l wartt to read before he •••• 
Aab M~ye when he reakea hit tormal cal l. 

See1Pranoe tol deT- Dr•wer 4-19t 0 



?Sf'; 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jt):KORANDUM FOR 

'l'HS: SECRE'l'ARI or S'l'A~E 

I am getting rather ted u,p wUh 
~e oonUnu1ng GerM.D 4eaan4 tha' 
we oloae Aaer1oan Consula te• General. 
!hla one about Prague 1a an an­
warranted. a ot, e.nd the onlr thq 
the Qerana UDderat an4 11 a repl.f 1D 
k1a4. 

I ~lnk JOU aigbt oonalder, 
therefore, that we aen4 wora M 

~ that ~e oloatnc of the Prape 

Oonaulate General 11 not aa4.ratool 
b7 u, a1 Pl"ape 11 an 1wportant 
oent.r ot trade, and that we, 
therefore, aee no reaaon •br Yla-a-Y11 
Pr..,ae, •• ahoul4 not a at tor * 
' ..Slate oloalne of ~e Gel •" 
Oon111late General 1D Ohloap. 

r. D. A. 



THE WHITE HOUSI 

WAS HINGTON 

IOMOIWIDOII JOR 

!D U:CRL'!ARI OF I!A!I 

.Plea•• read ~la oorre1ponc!enoe. 
lba t do rou ~ink ot 87 .. n41DC IUl 
PbUllp• ~· enolo1ed letter? 

!be problla 11 tbat 1t BUl 
redp1 now or 1n acrr•blr or 
Deo.-blr, WI wUl baYI '0 lNYI 
~ 'Wba117 1D !toM open beoa1111 
1t oannot be tU114 unl••• we 
reooplle tbe llaa ot Ikl.J u _.1'01' of lth1opla • eto. !ben­
tore, I h11Uate to han BUl 
r••laD· Can we 11Ye h1a ._. 
Upt work tbat wUl JuUf7 h1a 
re•1n111C b tb1• o0111ltJ7J 

r. D. a. 

I 

For or iginal of this memo with answer from Hull 
and FOR ' • letter to Phill i ps of Sept 24th, Wel les 
letter to STE of Sept 18, 1940 and letter ~om 
Phillips sister , Mrs . Andrew J . Peters . 
See: Italy fol der- Drawer 4-1940 
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I 
THE WHITE H OUSii 

WAS H I N GTON 

Wlll 7011 .peg to • 

abou\ 1:b1af 

r . D. A. 

?5~ 



C 0 P X 

THE SECRETARY OF STAT£ 

WASHINGTON 

Sept. 21, 1940. 

MEMORANPUII FOR THt PRESIDii:NT 

The attached letter of the British Ambassador to me, 
dated September 19, 1940, ia self- explanatory. You will 
observe that the Ambasaador ie barking back to earlier 

oonversstions which sound more llke Col . Stlmaon talklng 
than the Ambassador (who by the way baa had a recent 

conversation with Col. Stimson on this subject, as per 
our suggestion) . 

I t hink it important that the Ambaaeador be again 
disillusioned with respect to any definite, much lese 

binding, commitments in connection with these two or 
three items which he mentions. I recently eaid to him 
over the telephone that the question of any special 

terms 1n regard t o the purchase and transfer of these 
items, eo far aa I knew or could ascertain , io solely 

one of what you may see f it on your own voluntary 
initiative to do. 

C. H. 



1\7 4aar llJ'. h"eddellt 1 

In a~~~~pllano a wU.b 111ur """"' "' of "•oUebar 18, 

1 eaoloae a 4J'aft of a poeolbh ... , 17 \o the -na ... 

U~>n lO!Ilcll 7ou ha1'e reoa1Ye4 fro• Pol)e Pl ua Ul, wb1eb 

le returned harevltb. 

PaU hfUll7 7oura , 

t noloaure• 

l .Draf\. 
2.Co~cun1c~t1on froD 

Pope Pius XII. 

"fila Pre alden\, 

Tile lihUe 118M. 

f 

"""'' ./I, 

- ::>' • 

. I r ~ ;.., ..... ?:; 
# - d • V,j 



..__7"(' ... ...,.. ..... ~..._­n:r. -.(;IIIC'I'A.._,. Of" ..,.n 
W4-f'OIIo,D.e, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

LID(ORANDUM FOR ~ PRESIDENT 

Wi t h reference to your memorandum of Oct ober 4t h 

regarding the rep l acement of the Polish Ambassador, the 

fol lowing telegram was r eceived from London dated Seotem-

ber 21st: 1 i&liQ'Pls¥ 88tif'IBBfl'I'T u 

•POLISH FOREIGN MINISTER I NFORMS ME POLISH 

GOVERNMENT I N LONDON DESIRES TO APPOINT MONSI EUR J AN 

CIECHANOWSKI, FORli!=:R POLISH Ll!NISTER IN WASHI NGTON 

AND AT PRESENT SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE POLISH FOREI GN 

OFFICE, AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 

TO THE UUITED STATES AND REQUESTS l.!E TO ASCERTAI N 

VIHE'I'HER THIS APPOI NTMENT WOULD BE AGREEABLE. 

"MO.NSIEUR ZALEWSK I ADDS THAT COUNT POTOCKI IS NOT 

AWARE THAT IT I S PROPOSED TO REPLACE HIM. • 

The same day Ambassador Bi ddle r eceived the following 

tel egram from the Minister of Foreign A~fa1rs or t he Polish 

Government in London: 

"HAVE TODAY ASKED AGREEI.!ENT FOR CH I CKEN TO 

REPLACE GEORGE STOP OUR GOVERNllENT ATTACHES GREAT 

IMPORTANCE TO THIS APPOIN~NT DESIRING TO ACTI VATE 

\"ORK o:BASSY AT PRESENT ALSO TO HAVE REPRESENTATIVE 

WHO 



- 2-

WhO HAS WITNESSED EUROPEAN DEVELOPL!ENTS SINCE BE­

Gil;NING OF WAR STOP WE RELY 011 YOUR I l\TI!.IATE UNDER­

STAl~DDIG OF SITUATION AND R~UEST YOUR Wl!OL!JiE:ARTED 

SUPPORT IN OBTAINU:G AGitEE'..ENT STOP WARI<EST RIOOARDS 

TH»IKS. • 

The most important ooint in the telegram Mr. Biddle 

received from Foreign Secretary Zaleski i s the desire ot 

t he Pol1eh Government in London •to activate work a t Embassy 

at present• and the great iopor tanee t hey attached to the 

new aooolntment tor th1a purooee. 

To our knowledge the Polish Government in London 

have durin~ recent months been des irous of launching a 

campaign 1n the United States among persons ot Polish 

origin tor the following purposes : 

(1) Recrui tment ot a Polish legion which would 

have its headouartere in Canada but which mifZht be 

used as part ot the ~~erican armed forces 0 1n the 

event ot our becominp; involved 1n the war• ••h1le 

preserving i ts Polish character. 

(2) The binding together ot groups of Polish 

origin tor the purpoee ot exerting oressuro throu~h 

ooliticsl channels, oarticularly upon Congress or 

upon the approoriate American Governmental authorities . 

(3) The solici t ation ot funds for expenditures 

t or Polish national proonganda. 

( 4) 



(4) ~he entrance into tbe Un1tod States of Freat 

number& ot Pol i sh ret ugeea , many or ••hotc are aow ln 

SpaJ.n
1 

PartuRal , At:rioa and Canada. 

(5) The organl t ation of Poll.eh r el i ef with 

funds trom the United States alon~ the l1n6& desirod 

by otri ei ale of the Polish Government . 

Thla Gover nment haa taken the attitude that the 

carrying on or a eampaipn of the nature deacr1bed 6-bove 

would not be to the 1nterest a ot t he United Stat es . It 

la believed that ag1 t Bt1on and propaganda work carr ied on 

o baa1a or nati onality RQong eny fo~elgn ~oup i n the 

United States does no t pr omote national un1ty , p~t1oularly 

when auoh a campaign is under the control ot persona who 

are not American o1t1tena and •ho are not priatarl.ly 

interested 1n the welfare of the Un ited States . 

The preeent Polish Ambaesador has been a~are or the 

at titude ot th1a Gover nment an4 has been tully cooperative . 

He hae t herefor e taken no eteps to tee111tate t he inaugurati on 

o r the as.mp&.lp:n desired, and even et tlme:e kel)t thls Govern­

ment lntor~ned ot et'torta being made along those ll.nee . Hls 

failure to encour~e a~ltetion among the Pol ea in thl e 

country and to ass i st in the orgenl~at 1on ot eyetematic 

~rk among the~ by Polleh otr1e1ala and c1t1tene has caused 

him to b& subJected t o or lti el sm by aom~ elements ot 

Poliab 



Pollah 2rouo1 and bJ oe•~ra or the Poll@b Go•ern.ent . 

It 11 reere4 that Mr . Clechan~••kl, who anoarently la 

euuoorted ror the Ambft~IA4orah1o by nroupa who ravor the 

earr11~ on or .ore lntenee aot1v1t1ea .-on~ the Polea ln 

thll country, would tollo~ a oollO¥ here tt.~t WQUld out 

hla ln ooooe1t1on to the v1e~e ot th1e Government. I 

•ould oonelder t~t lt would be aoat unfortunate at thla 

l)&rtleuler aocent to par•lt ._ny aueh eltu.atlon to arlat­

wlth ltl reeultant d1aturb1ng ettect en Pollah tho~ht 

in t.h.ia countrr. 

I therefore, •fter eoneultetlon •lth -r aaalatente 

and •1 th Anlba11aador Bld4lo • o 11 thoroughly conversant 

•lth the el tue.tlon 1n the J)re6ent Polleh Go\•ern11eot 1n 

Lon4on ~d their desire to nuAh tor~ar4 the act1v1t1ea 

deacrlbed abo••, eent tor tr.n .. 1ee1on to the Pollah 

Oover~ent ln London the tollo~ln~ t elegram on September 24 : -
' YOU l:.U INFOflll '!ME POLISH FOREIGN OFFICE 'I'HA,. 

AL~OUOH IN PRINOIPL~ IT WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO 

THE APPOI!ft'"..DI'r 0 1' Ki\ , cn;:;HANOWSJCI AS POLISH A!!BASSADOR 

Ill I'ASHIJ.OTON, IIEVERTHELESS IN V:rt1r OP !'HE UNC!li't'UN­

'I'IES OF THE PRESEJ:T IJ;TER!I.ATIOIIAL SI'rU.ATION THIS 

GOVU!l:J<tNT WOULD PREFER t:OT (REPEAT NOT) TO RECEIVE 

A NEW POLISH 1-.BASSAIIOR A'f THE PR£.SE:1T '!'Do.£. • 

'l'hlo 



Th11 •e•••F• 414 not or couree o~eclude the •tthdr~••l 

at any t1~e or the preeent Pol18h Amb,6eador and the aub­

•eoue-nt noa1natlon ot an:t JucceJaor. In a7 op1n1on however 

thie wal not the moment to •eke a ohange . 

cf}-

October 7, 1940. 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1940, -
PLJ!M!tl, Alp iQj ilp!if,L. 

MEMORAJillUll POR TBB 
SECRETARY OF ST.lTEa 

I aa a little horri f ied -- becauae 

I bear today tbat in reaard to a request 
by the Pol1ah Gou,._nt tor the r ecall 

ot the present Polish Aabaaaador &ad 

the aeD41n& in b h place ot a uw aabuaa­

dor, the State Departaent baa aent a 
retuaal to approve the aaree..nt. 

This wu not broqht to ,.y atten­
tiOD in any abapa1 _II&IIDer or tora &Dd, 

frankly, I doubt u it waa brou.cht to 
your attention. 

Will you be sood enoulh to look 
thll up and let - lmo• what happened? 
I underatand that the aelact10D ot the 

Pol i ah Oovernaent -- John Ci ochanowaki, 

uaad to be aabaaaador her e, was per sOD& 

creta, lpeaks ln&lilh perfectly and 

ou.cht to be pertona ar ata. 

'l'he uin point I would l ike to have 

you check oD wa1 why t his was turud do­

by aoeebody in tha State Depart..nt 
w1tbout r1::1 11Do1ileclae. 

JP. D. R. 
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fJOH/\1 C IF&Jf!Wt 1;1~ 
(ln<>TW Ul!lON C.IBLl.GJWI) 

IJ)JIIX)ll 

~T II.UULTOW n£11 &liii:>TSOliG 
roa:1cw .t.n .uas <6 J:AST as nc 

li4ol) ~IJ> 28 p~ 10 02 

YOUR nuGJWI TO GUIWL SWlllSQ Ul!Gllll CS AI'POIIIIIWI! IUSI!IETOI 

OOr.Fllillf.D OOi Vll.ll Oi li:.CESSITY SUQI <IIWIC£ OUR PJ.PJU;;f.BUTJOII IJII) 

THE Rl!(jUibf 1'0!. .IGRllllWIT 'lfAS DOLI IWl~ bTOP WlJU.,. TO o.U 11UT HAVJI 

WliliVl:D NAGATlVE IUlPI.Y Pl!l.TEXTED BY O!:NUIAL INTI.RiiATIOJW. SlTUAVIOH 

IOlllCB WE JUXWU> IW'HlA AS DII'Oin'.IJT REASON FOR PBOI'OSI!D CllJJOGE STOP 

J.TTACBliO GUlf llii'ORTJ.NC;. 'l'O '!1!15 .ll'I'O:Uil'IIU'I' IJiD l<liOIIUG YOUB bTJiOhG 

YIUfS Olf .m.llll:f IOOLD n GIUfiPUL IT YOU KO•l.D lWJ' TO OBfJ.lll AGIUJI,.. 

IIDiT o,-op BES'f CRIJ>l'D'<l> TIUD.l> 

SIIORSU UlLU 
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Strictly Cont msmo 

Memo from Rull to FDR 10/21/40 enclosing l etter to him from Butler, 
Charge d'Affaires or same date with attaohed messa~e f rom London 
re information that Hitler has asked Franoo to meet him on 
the Spanish Frontier . 

SeetGreat Britain folder-Drawer 4- 1940 



~omorondum for PDR froc Cor dell Hull---Dot 25, 1940 

Re :attaohod report or Chief of Naval Intolli~onoo , W. S, 
Anderson, 10/21/40 rc E.I'J'ORT OF AVIATION GASOLINE TO JAPAN 
{Proposed 60 ,000 tons of Kaaoline ) 

Soe•liavy- Drawer l - 1940(0ot 25th letter) 
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Mo•e~l~lO.O . 
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Vh 10h V8 4110VIItd tb11 

---
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Ill tou Kr. oan .. a 

I llaft ..._,reed ... w1Ul llw poeauat "'"' 

1011r raalpaUoa .. lpeo1&1 A .. lltaat to Ulo IOoNbl'f 

of nato to tab offoot J-17 a, lHl.. 

lour 10"1001 to Ul11 Ocwo1'D81~ •• Aabauator 

to u. uuoa of Scw1U 10o1&111t 1\opubUu, a1 Mbaa­

lator \o Bolpu at IC1a1Uor to Lla-burc at u 

lpeo1al Aolh\a\ \ o \be Soorata.,. ot ltah baft booa 

lbaftotor1ao4 b1 Ulo h1pnt ortor of abllUJ. 

DllrlJW \bo JOaN of JOIU' 10"1oo abroa4 roar ra­

por\1 \o Ulo DopartMa\ of State - wb10b 1aolu4o4 

llll'ftJI of pol1Uoal, oo.-lo aa4 1atu\r1al 4nol­

o,....u 1a ...., parte of l:laropo w1ob roa Y11Uo4 1a 

11lo lahNO\ of \bU CloYOrDMD\ -- 1fW'O IUIIlOaallJ aa­

nrato aat 1atonaUft aa4 oo•UtlllU aa ou\o\aaUDI 

ooatrU111Uoa to tale polUllal ..a -ooalo blohrr of 

pra-wu hi'Opo. !lao aoouaor of .. taraoa1to 'lltl1ab 

talon repono ooata1oo4 t1oolooo4 oaopUnal ... 

J• .... •• aa4 ob111'r· 

!lao ·-rabl• Jooopla 1. oanoo, 
WaoblDitDD, J). C. 
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Du7111 the pre•••• reo••• .. , r,eao7 70.r oon,P1ba­

Uoa eo Chi wrk 1a Ule Depar'-'•' of e•au wu pan1••­

larl7 Yalllable 1a a .. Oie1DC ooa4U1oM 1a IIIJ'ope u N­

pone4 froa droa4 u4 1D ~411111 .. erpao7 •"••• 

ROb U Ull IY ... aUoa aa4 l'lpa,l'1aUoa Of MIP11U 

oUhftl troa larope aa4 the 01'1••· 
ftli'Oacb.ft' \be per1o4 of 7ov off1olal III'Y101 Ull 

OO D41lO' of 70111' .. u .. ftl 1a UOONUII wUb. \be Ml' 

t ra41Uoae of \be rorelp ki'Y101 of &b.le lo••rn•••· 
IIO&UII of 70V ••a&eMa& &o M &b.&\ 7011 fill U 

••••••&rJ eo re\1re aa4 Co 41•o•• 70111' .,, .. ,loa Co 70111' 

pereoaal atfalre, 1 u rel•o•aau7 ooapel114 Co aooep• 

7ov reelpaUoa. 1 u Cla4 eo lalow, b.owner, hoa 70111' 

l eUer ua41r aouowle~••• Ula' 7011 wll l lie &Ya1l able 

for funber III'Y101 1D 'Ill ••n' of Met. 

WUb. 'Ill &11111'&11011 of rq wara poreoaal rll&r4, 

llel1en • 

'fove ""' dMirtl7, 
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A"•Uooo u..ler CHII'W\u7 •.u..o, 

Aet!JII so .... Mr)'. 

liiJ 4ear a;r. ~n&uT• 

B&rewith I aQ~t ~ rooiSD&tloa ao Speelal Aooiot­

u\ \ o the a.ont.ary or cu~• t o taX• •trH\ lu.tA&r1 2. 

1941. 

U l o wi\h l'qN\ \hat l OO!lt-lato raUr~ trca 

MnlCO ~ ... J'UCU" 4 U t 1JI&Ql- laa4anh.lp : but. Jq la­

a'bUltJ 4~ the f ou :rearo I D wbloh 1 bue .....,.. 

Ul4.er 70U to CleYot • uy a\\ • At ln \ o &T pereoA&l attain 

aow a:.&ke.a it AMe•-.rT t or .. t o aU. 1.0 b• rellnM ot 

tut.bar plll>llo oonloo at t!IU tiM. -.14, .._,..r, 

\ho '"""' _ .. , .... , hlo- - aollte at ~ tU., I 

""' :roll to l<Aow tllat I &hall 1>a o\.,..IJI& 1>1, n.U.bla 

t.o 1·ou o&ll. 

11&1 I _. .. to 1001 &114 t o ., o..u.a.- lG \lla 

.... l&a u..Tloe ., oppreolatiOG of \he .alf..W klG4 DOOO 

.... oooo14ero\1oa ldL!Gil II&Yo 1>a&G ollclom to ... 41U'i.Qs ., -



.... 1A ~ Dlpl ... \11 Oorpo UDder ra.r 41a,1Q;U!aned 

adllllail\re. \1 on, 

U\l:l ••nnao•• ot ~ CJ'M\ Mll.ln\1011 e.M reqen, 

I• 

SD aJmlaLia 
11/19/40 
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psF 
November 26 , 1940 

~ dear Wr . ~rea1aent : 

Secretary Hull and I h&•e read the letter aent 

to you uncler date of November 19 by Douglao r'Airbwe , Jr. , 

and whioh you t ransmitted to ue with your ~morandum of Nov-

ember 26. 

In accor dance with your request, I am returnin~ 

the letter to you herewith. 

Believe II!<> 

Faithfully youre, 

Sumner l'lelloa 

Enclosure 

Tho Prelident, 

The White Rouao. 

c 

For !'DR ' a =-o of Nov 25th and Fairbwa letter or No• 19tllf lfl. 't 1•l )•nr •Jt, 

SeetFt.irbanka-Oen correa- Oraw•r 2-1940 0 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WMHIN aTON 

Deceaber 20, 1940. --
UMOIWfDtlll 1'08 

TBB SBCUTA&Y 01' STAT& 

In re&ard t o the Aabaaaador­

ahi p to China, i f we can find a 

aaitable place f or •elaon J ohnaon, 

what would you think of trans­

ferrin& Francia Sayre froa I&Dila 

to ChungkinC? I t hink Sayre ia 

t he kind of aan who would 1et on 

Yery well with t he Oeneraliaaiao 

and his wife. 

1'. o ••• 
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