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October 2, 1039.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

This is a wholly or:fm-l thought with me and I have
discussed 1t with no one else.

We have, I think, all of us the thought that at the
termination of the European War, whether 1t comes soon
or next Summer or three years or five years from now,
there will be a very large number of refugees -- refugees
of various Christian faiths, as well as Jewish -- refugees
coming not from one country but from many countries, in-
cluding even England and Franoce and Italy.

These people may be refugees because the place they
live in will no lenger allow them to stay; or they may
be refugees whose homes and property have been utterly
destroyed and have no chance to start life anew in the
old setting; refugees who for reasons of oconsclenoe,
Christian and Jewish, feel that they can no longer
tolerate the civilization in wich they have been bro t
up; refugees whose family ties have been destroyed
who want to start 1ife in a wholly new environment.

It is my personal belief that there will be, in
all probability, more Christian refugees than Jewish

refugees.

A problem is, therefore, ralsed as %o whether,
because & ¥ large number oi' them will be Cathollos,
the Vatioan itself may not desire to take an aotive
interest in helping the Catholic refugees to find homes
in wholly new surroundings.

I am wondering, therefore, if you and I should
not begin the oona tion W,
of dlsoussing the whole subject w e Vat and
with the representatives of the Federal Counoil of

Churches in America and some similar organizations in
Europe.
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The contaoct with the Jews has already been made
thnng the Myron lor Committee, which will meet here
in Ootober, and which has concerned itself directly with
the Jewish problem.

The contact with Protestant churches ocan readily
be made in this country and with the equivalent organi-
gations abroad.

But a ocontact with the Catholie Church ought to be
made direoctly with the Vatioan itself, because [
question 1e of infinitely more importance to Eurcopean
Catholiocs than to American Catholios.

It i my thought, therefore, that while there is
no particular reason for haste, we might give oon-
sideration to sending at a later date a special Minister

or Ambassador on mglm* ;g_i%g_‘_gim in
order that we could have ?ﬂﬂ?&'{ syetem m:'lunl.utiun
covering the subject of European Catholloc refugees.

I am inelined to thank that this 1s not only a
praotiocal idea but that it also puta the whole refugee
problem on & broad religious basls, thereby mak it
possible to .gll.n the kxind of world-wide support \
a mere Jewish rellef set-up would not evoke.

You might think this over and talk with me about
it at your convenienoe.

F. D. R.



Detober 3 , !L?E

Memo to the Fresident from Cordell Hull
enclosing conf message of Oct 3, 1939 from Amb Fhillips

Re-message which Hitler sent to Mussolini on Sept 1st
and because of text now becomes of speciml interest.
It eppears that it was drafted by Mussolini himself
and sll Hitler did was to sign it etec ete.

See:Itely folder-Drawer 1-1939
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 5, 1939.

.

MEMOR/NDUK FOR THE SECRITARY OF STATE:

How are you going to snawsr Sterling's
telegron from Stoekholm about the Swedish ship
_EORSHDIM with wood pulp and granite from
Finlend to Wilmington, Delamware, whieh waa

Beized by German warship in the Baltic?

F.D.R.

dj




DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE
WABHINGTON

October 5, 1939
it LSS L

My dear Mr., President:

In response to your memorandum of today's date
concerning & telegram from Mr. Sterling, our Minister
in Stockholm, reporting the detention of the Swedish
vesgel KORSHOLM with a cargo of wood pulp, paper and
granite from Finland consigned to the United States,

I may say that yesterday afterncon the Swedish Minister
ealled at the Department and informed us of the deten-
tion of this vessel. Mr. Bostrém stated that his
Government was making representations to Germany and
expressed the hope that we could see our way clear
also to meke representations to the German Government.
Prior to the receipt of your memorandum the followlng
telegram had already been sent to our Chargé d'Affaires
gd interim at Berlin:

"Department

The President,
The White House,
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W "Department 1s advised that Swedish
KORSHOLM, also Estonian S8 MINNA and
Norwegian 88 BROTT, each with a cargo of
wood pulp or wood pulp groduata. consigned
to various concerns in the United States,

have been detalned at Swinemfinde, Kiel, and
Sivinemunde, respectively.

"In the general interest of American
commerce, ascertaln the reasons for such
detentlions and what actlion German authori-
ties contemplate taking with reference to
the cargoes.”

A telegram had also been sent to Mr, Sterling telling
him of this message to our Chargé at Berlin,

The detention of the Estonian vessel MINNA and the
Norweglen vessel EROTT had been reported to us by the
American Chargé at Tallinn.

Subsequent to the sending of this message the
Swedish Minister has informed us, by telephone, that
the Bwedlsh motor ship KORSHOLM has been released by

--F'-_--.Fﬁ

i
the German authorities.

Faithfully yours,

\we_—




October 6, 1939

Telegram to the President from Cordell Hull

Explaining a memo from Plerrepont Moffat--Quotes message of
explenation from him in reference of error about trensmitting
London's telegrem to the Navy and the Maritime Commission.

See:Pierrepont Moffat-Sumner Welles folder-Drawer 1-1939



Ooctober 7, 1939

Code Ceblegrem for the President snd Seec Hull from Amb. Davies

See:Belglum folder-Foreign File-Drawer 1-1939



October 8, 1939.

In re-Cable from Ambassador Davies to the Fresidentend

Secretery Hull in re-request from high source to

state that the President of the United States 1is the

only person in the world who can possibly avert a

holoeceust, ete.

The President sends original telegram to Sec. Hull-Oet 13,1939 with
memo--to read and return, saying that he does not think

telegram requirea any action at the Present time.

See: Belgium folder-Drawer 1=1939,
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October 9, 1939,

Memorandum for Secretary Hull from the President

"This is interesting. Plemse resd ani return.""

Signed--F.D.R.

Encloses Memo to Morgenthau from Ed Foley, Genersl Counsel ,Treasury.
H&-An‘bl-&nu.gg_lin.g Act

See:Morgenthau folder-Drawer 1-1539




Oetober 10, 1939

Memorandum for Sec of State from the President

Suggzests Hull send telegram to Fhillips to intimate at his
econvenience to the Papal See of State that the President

is happy by the impartial printing of American News in the
Qaservatore Romano ete ete.

See:Italy folder-Drawer 1-1939




_Oectover 14, 1939

Meano to Sec. Hull
Sends him letter which was sent to him-dated Oct 14, 1939 proposing

three smendments to the Neutrality Bill--H.J. Res, 306 end esks
him to bring these with him when tley dreft finel recommendations.

See:Neutrality folder-Drawer 2-1939




October 14, 1939,
Memorandum for the Seeretary of State
From the President
Asking him to bring with him the emclosed letter 6f.Ogt 14th from

Semator Balley with attached revised amendments regarding
Neutrality Legislation for the final recommendatioms.

See: Neutrality folder-Drawer 2-1939
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Oetober 17, 1939.

e —

Memorandum for the President from Hull
Submits two despatches from Rome

Sub ject:0sservetore Romanos(Vatican Paper)

See:Itely folder-Drawer 1-1939



October 19, 1939,

Letter to Ambassador Davies from the President in answer to

his letter of October Tth which was brought by Mr. Stanley
Richardson from Belgium via Pan American Airways Clipper and

the President's enswer of the 19th which he took back to Belgium
vie clipper on Qet 22, 1939,

Davies letter of Oct Tth wes written sfter he hed had a 3 hour
conversation with the King of Belgium who wished to send the

Fresident a message. The President's letter of Oct 19th carried
the enswer to the Hing through Davies.

See:Belgium folder-Drawer 1-1939
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SONTTIRRTIRD
October 19, 1939.

MEMORANDUX FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Now that s definite Polish
Government has been set wp in
France snd former Presgldent
Moso isno l President,
I recur to the historic United
States friendship for Poland
and the historic faot that we
have always welcomed refugees
from defeated demooracies.

therefore, whether
R X oy P ing to
do if we were to the Roumanian
Government that the United States
would be glad to receive former
President Mosofbki if he cares %o
visit this oown that we have
held no communication with him
and that this message is being sent
without his knowledge.

He 4s an 0ld man, in poor
health, and I think the moral



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-2

effect of such action on our parst
would be good throughout the world.

We wight even make it easler
for the Roumanlan Government %o
release him if we send 1t in the
form of an invitation to the
former President %o visit us.

r- n- Ru
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October 20, 1939.

Letter from Sec. Hull to the President

In re-etteched cablegram from the Secreteriate of State of
the Holy See which was left by Monsignor Ready st the
State Dept.

Subject:Secretariate of State of Holy See received information
from Unknown source that Chineae officisls "desire the
Holy See to teke steps to establish peace between
China and Japan",

Sec Bull also encloses for the President an analysis of the

gbove subject. Both the ceblegrem snd analysis were
returned to the State Dept.

See: Italy folder-Drawer 1-1939
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hyde Park, N. Y.
Ootober 21, 1830,
WEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

7ill you please look into
this personally and see what we
can do for Dodd? Persomilly I
feel awfully sorry for him.

F. D. R.

Letter from Ambassador Dodd to
the President in re money he owes
the State Department in the amount
of $2,300, Lists his debis and
asks the President to request the
State Department to recognize his
estimate of $558 instead of §$3,300.



See: Joe Kennedy folder for his letter of i
Det 17th regerding Australasian wool, [-

Drawer 1-1939

October 21 1989

Ny dear Mr. President:

In ascordanoe with my letter of October 7, 1939,
with which you comourred, e telegraphie instruotion
was sent to the Embassy at London %o approach the
British Government concerning the gquantity and price
of Australasian wool which it intends to relesse to
the United States.

1 enclose for your imformation the substance of
the reply which has mow been received from the Embassy.

Faithfully yours,

Cordell Hull

Enclosursel
Paraphrase of telegram
from London

The President,
The White Fouse.
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THE WHITE HOUSE I
WASHINGTON E:, S
L

Ootober 23, 1938.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

70 READ AND RETURN

F. D. R.

Fq_gmn.ml_ﬂmta the
esldent from Ambassador Phillips

in Rome dated October 21, 1939,






For the note of Oect 19th mentioned in
the attached L
See: Navy folder-Drawer 1-1939 F/

October 28 1989

My dear Mr. President:
You may be interested in the enclosed copy of the
translation of a note dated October 19, 1939 from the
9 SENeS
Ferman ﬂhnrsl d'ifrllrii -d 1l$-r1- -nnn-rning neutral
merchant ships traveling in the escort of English or
French convoys .

Faithfully yours,

'-':'”'n:]‘r‘lll H';fl

Enclosure:
Translation of note

from German Embassy,
October 19, 1939.

The President,
The White House.






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

L

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

TO READ AND RETURN

F. D. R
Confidential memorandum of tele-

phone conversation Mr. Early had with
Huston Thompson had with Ambassador
Qumansky before he left for Russila
in re the Russlans attitude toward
negotiations with the British in
which he saye 1t can only be done

if the British put theilr negotiations
in the hands of Winston Churchill.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 23. 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

On the proposed telegram %o
Bucharest about President Moscleki,
I do not see any reason for letting
the matter drop. I think owr
Minister oan properly present 1%
to King Carol as a verbal message
from the President of the United
States to the King, without any-
thing in writing and without an
"aide memoir*. This can be done
without any publicity whatsoever
but, frankly, I want for my own
conscience to have made some further
sove in behalf of the poor old

ex~President of Poland.
" n'i l.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

October 28, 1933

My dear Mr. President:
The Norweglan, Danlish and Finnish Minlsters hav
e glan an ter ave

all left with me a memorandum couched in the same terms
ag the memorsndum which was handed to you yesterday by
the Swedish Minister. This was to thank you for your
interest shown in the northern countries, notably in
connection with the Stockholm Conference, and to add the
hope that the contact thus establisghed with the United
States might be malntalned, especially should "poesibill-
ties be deemed to exlst for the re-establishment of peace
in Europe." The Swedish Minister had promised hils
colleagues to tell you that they had recelved these 1ln-
structions but would preeent them through the State
Department in order to spare you. He forgot, however,
to do so and asked me to write you this line of explana-
tion.

Falthfully yours,

|
The President, W

The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 30, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Please see shlnhnrdt'
No. 833 re 3
b;r ﬂu Soviet au ritlu
egram of the t“nw-
-ishﬁ mtu three-
the morning of the thirt ﬁ.

1 Elﬂk it would be
worthwhile sending something
like the following to Ambassador
Bteinhardt:

G&“ ask for appointment
with gsar for Forelgn Affairs
Molotoy and deliver following

message:

'The Seoretary of State of
the United States presents his
compliments to the Commissar for
Foreign Affaira and requests an
explanation of the delay in
g:iiﬂrr to iﬂ aﬂ:-gﬂw of the

egram sent from Wa w on
the evening of Ootober twen
eighth and not delivered un
the morning of Ooctober thirtieth.'®

HULL
F. D. R.



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

ber

My dear Mr, Presldent:

Replyling to your memorandum of October 30th I
find that the Sovliet suthoritiee did not delay our
messase as Stelnhardt thought. The telegram in quee-
tion which cuoted the text of our lengthy press state-
ment on the CITY OF FLINT wes sent out on Sunday morn-
ing, October 29th, (we had at firet thought that the
evening Radlo Bulletin via Berlin would sufflce to
carry Stelinhardt the text, but declded Sunday morning
that on sccount of posslble delays & copy should be
telegrephed him directly) and thus, given the elight
hours difference in time between Washington and Moecow,
it only took some five or gix hours 1ln transit, which
ig not excesslve. Probsbly the date group was garbled
in transmission which led Steinhardt to think that 1%
hed been despatched the 28th rather than the 29th. Ve
have many complaints against the treatment accorded us

by
The President,
The White House.
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by the Soviet suthorities, but In this particuler case

they do not seem to have been at fault.

I have been re-reading the telegrams sent out to
Stelnhardt end slthough I do not think we overlooked any
points I am today sending him a telegram, of which a cop¥
1g attached, directing him to assure himself that the
record is clear, and asking for explenatlons of the Soviet
attitude on certaln specified polnts.

Felthfully yours,

YD 0Y MEM

Enclosure:
Copy of telegram
to loscow.




Qotober 31, 1038,

AMERICAN EMBASSY
MOSCOW

1. In reviewing your telegrams regarding the
detention in Murmansk of the City of Flimg the Department
has noted that)

a. Although Igags wes in possession of sufficient
information relative to the arrival in Murmansk of the
vessel to emable it to issue a somevhat detalled statement
on Ootober 23 regarding ite cargo, 1t was not until about
48 hours later that the Embassy was able to obtaln any
information from the Soviet Govermment regarding the
whereabouts and safety of the American crev.

b. OSubsequently iags was able to inform the publie
that the German prize orew had been released, that the
vessel had put into Murmansk because of damaged machinery,
snd that the Soviet authorities had declded to permit the
German crevw to depart in possession of the vessel and
cargo long before the Soviet Government conveyed such
information through diplomatic channels to the American
Government.
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0. The Soviet Govermment had failed to furnish the
Embassy detalled information regarding the nature of the
elleged damage to the vessel's machinery, or to state
who had verified that there had been such damage, or to
gilve further dstalls surrounding the detention of the
vessel which would be helpful to the American Govermment
in determining the circumstances of the ocase.

ds The Embassy received no answer to its telegrams
addressed to the American Captailm of the vesssl, 1t was unsble
to get into telephonic communication with the Captaln asnd
erew, and the Captain and orew apparently were not allowed
while in Murmansk to communicate with representatives of
thelr Oovernment or with members of their families.

@, Hepresentatives of the Embassy were unable to
obtain permiecion from the Soviet authorities to visit
Furmansk.

2, It is asswwd that you have already brought all
of the facts mentioned above to the attention of the
apprepriate Soviet officials and have pointed out that
they represent an attitude on the part of the Soviet
Oovernment towards The American Government and its
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representatives in the Soviet Union, vhieh has been the
cause of astonishment to both the American Government
and the American people,.

3+ If in your various converaations you have not
already expressed the views of this Government with regard
to any of these facts please do so at onoe.

4. Flease also inform the appropriate authorities
that sinee the lives of the American Captain and orew may
have been at etake your Government had considered 1t
extremely important that the Embassy be able to communicate
with them and that your Government feels that it has n
right to, and therefore asks for, an explanation as to why
they were apparently held ineommunieado during their stay
in Murmansk, It is also desired that you request on behalf
nfmmlnqlmli-uhmr-umnfm
mum;nmhunmmunum
mmmmmunmumtmnm
mm&wm&m.MtMIrlﬁtﬁ
expeot of a government with whiech 1t maintains friendly
relations,



(CONFIDENTIAL m'r

§. The Department is appreciantive of the diffioculties
whigh you are encountering in ocarrying out your Autles in
trying and unpleasant olroumstances, and commends you for
the vigorous and able mamner in whieh you have handled
this onse.

EuiLWHiRMB Le




Noveaber 1, 1939.

A ——————— - ey

PERSONAL AND OewePEYTTXE.

Memorandum for Bernard M. Baruchi

I had a check-up made by various embassies on the re-

cent visit o world-renowned, selfless statesman,
‘Honorable E Fish, to Europe this pust summer. Here is

an excerpt w oh T Ehink will amuse you becsuse I am quite
certaln that neither you nor I, who belong to the more
practical school of thought, would ever have commissioned
Honorable Ham to represent us or speak for us.

I wish this great Pooh-bah would go back to Harvard
and play tackle on the football team. He 1s qualified
for that Job.

r‘ Di Hi

"From London
August Srd-i

'Ghnr't d! affuires Johnson received a tele-
gram from Flsh, who was then in Dublin asking
for imsediste lzpnl.ntl-ntl with Prime Minister
and Foreign Minlster. jugust 4th, Fish saw Lord
Helifax., His desire wa3 to ::zuaint Lord Halifax
with & proposal which he intended to place be-
fore the Interparliamentary Conference at 0slo,
containing @ suggestion that & large areu of



British territory in Centrul Africe be set aslde
for the settlement of Jews, and Fish assured Lord
Halifex that the people with whom he was connected
in the United States would be able to finance such

&n undertaking.

nFish left London the next day for Paris. On
nis return to England he met Mr. McDonald, Minister
for the Colonies. The only subject then discussed
was Mr. Fish's proposal, originally suggested to Lord
Helifax, that &« lerge area in Central Africa be set
aside for settlement of Jewlish refugees.

"khile in Paris on August 10th, he saw M. Bonuet,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and M. Mandel, Minlster
of Colonies. He spoke of the refugee prubiam in gen-
eral, mentloned his dnterestlng talk with Lord Hall-
fax'and said that the ldea was advenced by & private
American group who suthorlzed the Congressman to
speak in their behalf, looking to colonization of wn
area south and west of Lake Tchad -- lund to be pro-
vided by Great Britain and France -- colonizatlon
to be financed by the Amerlcan group. He told the
French thut he a.so planned & sialler discussion
51:? Herr von Ribbentrop and, if possible, with Herr

itler.

"He contemplated a sraagiug attack of the entlre
problem on & lurge scale. e telked in teras of two
million or three million persons; that 1t is up to
Great Brituin and France to make avulluble sultuble
land from their colonial possessions in Africe. He
sald it is not a question of monsy a3 the American
:rnuguzill wake avallable ample funds, as much as
one dred million dollars.

"M, Bonnet referred him to M. Mandel.

"He repeated to Mundel what he had sald to
Bonnet and added that in his opinion Madagascar
could accommodate seversl tens of thousunds of
refugees, and in addition, New Caledonls, the Hebrides
and the iarquunns Islands would be availuble.



"He pointed out that the study of the American
Comulttee had shown that seventy thousand francs per
family would be enough in & French colonisl possession,
He repeated the willingness and the ability of his
group to ralse one hundred million dollars., He spoke
of a ten year period,

"o scemed to be under the impression that the
Caumeroons is still Oerman territory and said he would
telk with Ribbentrop wund Hltler about this.

"Our American Embassy man, Counselor of Embassy,
Murphy, ssked Fish who were included in the American
group and Flsn said that the matter boiled aown more
or less to Bernard Baruch, from whom he had gotten the
idea. He sald that Mr. Baruch had assured him it
would not be difficult to raise us much as one hundred
million dollars for the purpose. Mr, Baruch suld that
he znd & puaber of his friends would be willing to
give ten per cent of their fortunes to such & project.
Hr. DBeruch alone would contribute about three million
dollars."

Honorable Bernard Baruch,
597 Madison Avenue,
New York City.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

October 30, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

With reference to your memorandum of August 29,
requesting that a report be made on Representative Hamilton
Fish's activitiee in Europe, I enclose coples of despatches
which have been received respectively from the American
Embassies at London, Parls and Berlin, and from the

—— | —— R ———
American Legations at gflflﬂﬁlhﬁﬂﬂ Oslo.

Mr. Fish visited London on August 3 and 4 and later
at the close of the Interparliamentary meeting at Oslo.
During his visits to London Mr. Fish arranged appointments
through the Embassy with Lord Halifax, the Seeretary of
State for Forelgn Affairs, and Mr. Malcolm McDonald, the
Minister for Coloniee, with whom he dlscuseed on behalf
of the "people with whom I am connected in the United
States"--whom he subeequently identified to the Counselor
of the Paris Embassy as Mr. Bernard Baruch and some

unspecified

The President,

The White House
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unspecified persons who are assoclated with Mr. Baruch--
an ambitioue scheme for the settlement of Jewlsh refugees
in Central Africa.

After London, Mr. Fish visited Parils where he arranged
through the Embassy appointments with M. Bonnet, the
Foreign Minister, and M. Georges Mandel, the Minlster of
Colonies. In his conversations with MM. Bonnet and Mandel
Mr. Fish adverted to his plan for the settlement of
refugees on land in Africa to be provided by Britain and
France and financed by the American group. In his conver-
sation with M. Bonnet he also touched upon politiecal ques-
tions and explained his views with regard to American
neutrality.

On August 12 Mr. Fleh arrived in Berlin. During his
vielt in the German Capital he was accompanied by a
member of the staff of the German Foreign Office and was
recelved, at Balzburg, by Herr wvon Ribbentrop, the German
Forelgn Minister. Mr. Fish refrained from taking the
Embassy into his confidence with regard to hies conversa-
tion with Herr von Ribbentrop. He made various statements
to the press, however, which indicated that he had dis-
cuesed major political questions with the German Foreign
Minister and, among other things, that he was willing to
act as arbitrator of the Danzig issue.

Mr. Figh
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Mr. Flsh made a second visit to Berlin at the eloae
of the Oslo meeting but had to leave suddenly due to the
outbreak of war,

Mr. Fish arrived in Oslo on August 15 in Herr von
Ribbentrop'e private airplane. He left Oslo on August 19
upon the termination of the Interparliamentary meeting.
Mr. Fieh dlstinguished himself at the Oslo meeting notably
by moving a resolution that the Conference request the
Britieh, French, German and Italian Governmente to arrange
a thirty-day or more "moratorium on war". His motion was
not well received by the meeting and Mr. Hambro, President
of the Norweglan S8torting, made the point that the members
of the Interparliamentary Union should not. act over the heads
of responsible Governments at the rigk of complicating
rather than alding their task.

From Oslo Mr. Fish went to Helsinki, where he con-
ferred with the Foreign Minlster. He referred to his
conversation with Herr von Ribbentrop and expressed his
opinlon that there was no problem in Europe which would
Justify war and that Danzig was overwhelmingly German and
ghould be returned to Germany. From Helsinki Mr. Fieh
returned to Berlin, which he was obliged to leave almost
immediately, and salled to the United States from
England.
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Mr. Fish gave out numercus interviews to the press
during hie vieite in the varioue European Capltales,
expressing his views on the current political situation.
The texte of thoese interviews are enclosed.

Faithfully yours,

—0

Enclosures:

Deepatches from:
1. Helsinki
2. Oelo
3. lﬂndﬂn
4, Paris
5. Berlin




November 3, 1939,

Memorandum from Cordell Hull to General Watson

Enclosing report for the President from Claude
G. Bowers, Amb to Chile in his capacity as Chairman of the
U. S. delagation to the First Pan American Housing Conference

held at Buenos Aires from Ootober 2 to 7, 198%9.

S8ee: Chile folder-Drawsr 1-1939
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November ©, 1939,
MELORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The attached map and memorandum
by Mr. Moffat are gself-explanatory of
the situation in relatlion %o Belgium and
—————
Holland-in the event of a possible
@Ferman invasion. It occurred to me

that theee might be of interest to you.



Short summary of attitude of
varioua offlciales on the
German-Low Country Crisis as
reported to the Department of State,
November 8 and 9.

1. Chagmberlgin:

3.

¥ill turn down Dutch-Belglan mediation offer.
"Would not remain quiet if Holland were invaded."
The eriesis is not according to the usual Hitler pat-
tern in that he has glven unnecessary advance adver-
tising to any plans for Ainvading the low countries.

Spask: (Belglan Foreign Minister)

Calls attention to large concentrations of German
troops, including units of veterans from Poland. Dis-
turbed by pereletent flighte of German airplanes over
Belgium. Worried over adverse German reactlon to Dutch-
Belgian mediation offer. Admitted that invaslon of Hol-
land did not etrateglcally call for invasion of Belglum.
Thought British and French would come into Belgium to
protect their flank if the Germans took southern Holland.

King Leopold:

Stated that the Duteh were convinced that a German
invaeion wae imminent. Pereonally he doubte thie on the
ground that the intelligence of the German high command
would prevent an attempt at large-scale action of this
character on account of the lateness of the season and
for other reasons.

. Daladler:

Reports 110 divisione on the Western Front. Has
been told that the Dutch were offered possession of the
guadrilateral containing the maln cltles of Holland if
they 414 nothing more than put up a pretense of reslst-
ance to German invasion south of the Rhine. Reported
that Belgium had not replied to the question of what it

would
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would do 1f the Germane invaded Holland. Felt real
doubt se to a genulne resistance on the part of the
Dutech. If they d4id not fight, what would be the fu-
ture of the Netherlands East Indles?

H o] o] $

Convinced that the situation ie ravidly deterl-
orating. Believe that conversatione have been golng
on between belligerents, but that these will be stopped.
Chiefly worried by increaeing air sctivity and by Ger-
man prees attacks agcusing Holland and Belglum of too
great lenlency vis-a-vie England.

Loudon: (Netherlande Minister to Washington)

Brought message that sltuatlion 1s most grave and
that en early invasion cannot be dlecounted. Instructed
not to suggeet directly or indirectly any form of Ameri-
cen intervention. Fears that blame for the attempted ae-
geggsination of Hitler will be placed on Holland or on
English agente who might have come to Germany through
Holland. Does not know how effective Dutch resistance
would be, but ie convinced that the entire country would
fight. Referred in conversation to Belgium as an "ally".
Emphasized the deep watere in southern Holland which
would be ideal for submarines.

. Fotitch: (Yugoslav Minister to Washington)

Worried over the egituation in the Netherlands and
Belgium, but feels that the ever-present threat of a
German or Ruseian attack on Rumania muet not be over-
looked. Does not feel that Hitler can remain ilnactive
much longer.

Eu:Moffat:DG



November 9, 1939,

Letter to the President from Cordell Eull

Enclosing a draft of a letter to Gemeral Chiang Kai-shek

In reply to his letter of July 20, 1939 which was handed

to the President om Nov 8§ by Dr. W. W. Yen, former Chinese

Minister to the United States; alse a draft of a letter to

Dr. H. H. Eung, President of the Executive Yuan of the Chinese

Govermment in reply to his letter of August 17, 1939 which

also was pre sented to the Presidemt.

Letters semt.
For-——Carbons of letters sent and Chiang Kai-shek's letter ur,m

20th end Dr. Kung's letter of August 17, 1930

See: Famous People folder-Drawer 3-1939
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My dear Mr, President:

Following your press conference on Detober 27th
at which you stated what you proposed %o do with re-
gard to the membership of the International Joint Com-
mission, Mr. Christie, the Cansdlian Minister, spoke %o
an officer of the Department and sald he had recelved
a telephone eall from Dr. Skelten, the Canadian Under
georetary of State for Forelgn Affairs, urging that
nothing be done until he had had time %o meke represen-
tatlions. Mr. Christie was informed that we were rather
surprised at Dr. Skelton's request sinoce the matter had
been cleared with the Prime Minlster, as reported by
Mr. Roper in two letters coples of which were sent %o
you by Mr. Welles om August £ and 23, 1930, It was sug-
gested to Mr. Christie that Dr. Skelton might therefore
wish to dlscuss the matter with the Prime Minister.

Later

The President,
The White House.



Later Mr. Ohristie telephoned again and said that
Or. Skelton had talked to the Prime Minister and heard
ebout this for the firet time. In order to be fully
informed, Dr. Ckelton also discussed the matter with
kr. Key, an officer of our Legation, who heae informed
me that 1t appears that the Prime Minieter's vereion of
what was sald during the first conversation tallies sub-
stantially with that reported by Mr. Roper in his letter
of July 39th (emolosure to Mr. Welles' letter of August 2nd).

However, with regard to the seocond conversationm
between Mr. Roper and the Prime Minister 1t would seem
that the latter apparently failed to make his views en-
tirely olear. According to Dr., fkelton the Prime Min-
ister stated to Mr. Roper:

“that he regarded the International Joint Commis-

uuunm-rummmmnw
hood and war afraid thet the preetige and sotive-

mlﬂmo_tt-ﬂu would Jeopardiged l:.:t:,
esent composition were changed as

go Amerioan Uovermment. He olaims that

the second oonversation he emphasiged to Mr. Roper
that the Commission was :ﬂd rather Ihl.'l“ﬂ
administrative body and " gonseqguence,
would be diffioult uo:mcd for 1t to retain
the independent and judioisl attitude whioh was
its essential feature. The second point whioh the
Prime Minister olaime that he stressed was the be-
lief that it would really be to the interest of
both governments to have the Commiesion continue
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as a buffer whish ocould deal with any led

Soet7 in Wetr Goterntmatien.t b B

Mr, Key further informed me that he gathered that
Dr. Skelton shares the Prime Minlster's views with re-
gard to the personnel of the International Joint Commis-
glon but feels that it will be difficult for the Cana-
dians to retain the present character of the Canadian
membership of the Commission in view of the changes
sbout to be made in the American section and that, ocon-
sequently, in due ocouree, the Canadian Government may,
with what appears to be considerable reluctance, appoint
offiolale to be Commissioners who more or less will cor-
respond with ours,

It ie olear that the Canadians have some objeotions
which are stronger than those reported to us heretofore.
While I do not believe that it ie necessary that there
should be any change in your program, it seemed desirable,
however, to bring this situation to your attention.

In the meantime we are continuing to give attention
to the seleotion of an appropriate officer to fill the
vacanoy caused by the resignation of Governor Bartlett.

Faithfully yours,

Gordell Huoll



— Dec 1, 1939, £ FJﬂ-’
G.G«Ts said that the letters to King H
Leopold and Queen Wilhelmina were sent 5
to them via State Dept

YERE ST T Novesber 11, 1930.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

What would you think of my sending something like the
following as personal and unofflieial nnl.g: to l:!.z.
Leopold and Queen Wilhelmina?! In view of fao% t
Leopold is an old friend of mine and that I have anocestral
Dutch oonnections 1t would be a decent thing to do and,
in addition, whether they nu:ghd. or deolined, if war
unu;uto them it might be a helpful politlecal gesture for
the ture.

“To King Leopold:

In the event of a new invasion of Illlgi'l.ll,
and because of our long-time friendship, I hope
you will feel free to send your children and
any other members of the family to the United
S8tates during the danger period, You ocan rest
assured that Mrs. Roosevelt and I would gladly
look after their safety and well-being and that
we would regard them as members of our own
family. As a matter of precaution it would
probably be best for them to go by train and
motor to Bilbao or Lisbon and I would gladly
send a orulser there to bring them to Washington
or to our country place at Hyde Park,

I am thinking much of you in these grave
houras.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT"

“To Queen Wilhelminai

I am thinking much of you and the House of
in these oritiocal s, and 1t coours
to me that in the event of the invasion of
Holland you may oare to have the Orown Prinoess
and the Eudrm cn:ﬂtlu‘au I:rih:':ni:l
temporar to be o L] L 8
airplane r{I.u. It would give Mrs. Roosevelt



Washington or at our oountry place at Hyde
Park.
I am telegraphing my old friend Leopold
in regard to his own uhudr-ni and I want
P

you to know that I want to help in any
personal way whioh lies in my power.

FRANKLIN D. ROOBEVELT"

F. D. R.



November 15, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Secretary Hull asked me to give you the following
respectful suggestion: \

"fhat the idea of transfer of title or sale of

the U.8, Shipping Line vessels in comtroversy, be held in
until we kmow whetheér or not we will need these

vessels, He thought pur’*c the ships could be told to make
certain rums that might be profitable and the hope held out
to them that the recommendation would be made to Conmgress on
its comvening in January, to indemnify these vessels for any
loss they might have incurred on these rums,”

E.M,NW,

L

For original MIMMﬁmﬂﬁ-laas



November 17, 1930.

Mgrorandum for the President
From Louis Johmson

+«5s Shipas made
SubjectiProposed sequisition by the War Dept of U.S
‘m],- by the Neutrality iect

SeetNeutrality folder<Drawer 2-1939



COPY “ e
THE WHITE HOUSE '
WASHINGTON

Warm Springs

Nov 25, 1939

VEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I hear from an outside source that
Bullitt is very tired and needs a couple of weeks
holiday. What would you think of semding him
the following telegram:

If the situation does not
greatly change in the next two weeks,
why not come home for Christmas? If
while you are here something breaks
loose you can always get back in three
or four days. If you decide not to come,
why not go to Algiers and Tunis for a
couple of weeks and make report on
general situation North Africa?

F.D.Re
For original carbon of this memo and the

President's letter to B, Bullitt of Nov
25, 1939-=8See:Bill Bullitt folder=Drawer 1-38



For original letter attached e P
and other memos regarding same ‘,/ =t

sub ject .
See:Australia Folder-Drawer 1-1938 4 her 28 1089

Ky dear Mr., President:

The Britieh Ambaeeador this morning left with me
& sealed envelope addreesed to you by the Prime Minis-
ter of Auetralia, Mr. Robert G. Menzies. At the same
time the Ambaesador left a memorendum eiting the in-
tention of the Auetralian Government to establish a
Legation at Washington. I enclose for your informa-
tion & copy of the memorandum, together with a copy
of my reply in which I expreseed nlesgure at the move
end indiceted that we would at once take stens nrenar-
atory to the establishment of a Legation at Canberra.
I added, however, that the Legation would not be offi-
elally opsned until a Minister had been duly aprointed
end eonfirmed by the Sensate. As the Auetrslian Minis-
ter will only be appointed two or three months hence,
the arrival of en Americen Minieter at Canberra ghould,

in

The President,

The White House.



in general, eynchronize with the arrival of an Auetralien

Minieter in Washington.
Faithfully yours,

Cords!l Hull

Enclosures:

1. Sesled envelope to
the President.

2. Memorandum from the
British Embeessy.

3. Memorandum in rglr
to the Britieh Embassy.



(&
% U,.} THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Y}} WASHINGTON

4 December 4, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Hereto attached is copy of my Chicago addrees
tomorrow (Tuesday) night. I hope you can read 1t,
together with my Capper letter heretofore sent to you.

The view I express about one phase of the trade .
sgreements ie that the Trade Agreement Act thus far has
been considered a temporary emergency orogram to deal
with emergency economic conditions; and since the rresent
war extends and makes more acute than ever an economic
emergency, 1t makes a strong case to continue to present
our reciprocal trade policy as an emergency program to
meet emergency condltlons. This orevente critiecs in
Congress from saying that we are attempting to take the

tarliff-meking authority permanently away from Congress.
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DEPARTUENT OF BTATE

FOR THE PRESS DECEMBER 4, 1930
Vo, 664

CONFIDENTIAL
FUTURE RELEASE
NOTE DATE

ADDHESS OF THE EONORAPLZ CORDELL EULL, SEQRETARY
OF STATE, AT THE HOTZL BTEVENS, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,
il THE DUQABIONM OF THE BAGQUET HolD IN CONKECIION
WITH THE AKDUAL JEETING OF THE AMERICAY Fad! SUHEAU

FEDTHATION, DECEXITH 5, 1035, AT 9 P,M., CENTRAL

STANDARD TIME, (TiE BECRETARY'S ADDAE2S WILL BE

AROADOAST 0N THE BLUE WITROAK OF THE MATIONAL
BADADCASTING COMPANY)

WaR, PEAC 5D THE AMENTCAN FATMOR

This annual meeting of the American Farm Bureau
Foderatlsn is an anpropriate oocasion for sxamining
avery essential poose of our agrisultural problem, 1n
both ite domestie nnd 1ts international arpects. Both
paasen are of the utpost importance, and both ghould De
glven the fullest attentlon.

In the present world orisle, 1t is the first duly
of every nation still a% peace to be on the alert Tor
1ts safety and seourity. Te thie end, in a country llkas
ours, an informed and unified public opinion in support
of a gound program of forelgn polley was never Eord im-
gortant, Tonlight woe may m‘fl gonegider, in the light of
recent experience, come outatanding problems as they
affect the future wolfare of American farmers and of all
other gltizens as wall. :

Throughout thoe leng peried of tunslon which preceded
the outbresk of prosent hostilities, our Governmont
atrove untiringly to strengthen tne forces of pencd.

For many montha it had been all too clear that, unlass
1 policles of pesceful and conetructive unnpﬂmﬂan could
be mada to provall over polleles of armed throat and
conouans, the only possible outoome would be & major

war ‘
3 our efforta for peace fallod, Todny & large part of
tho
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of the world ia engaged in armed conflict. With the

pame zeal with which we strove to avert this catast Hy
our Governsent is now seeking to provide every possible
aspurance against our being drawn into it. The recently
enacted neutrality legislaticn and other seasurss which have
been and are being taken testify to this fact. Thie couniry
should not, and must not, be drawn lnto war.

But even though we Temaln at peace, we cannot inoulate
ouraslves from the economic &nd other effects of & major
war anywhere in the world, MAlready we have begun to feel
the impacts of thie conflict. Wartime controls, with their
disrupting effects, have replaced the normal procesees of
trade with areas where hostllitlen are in progrofs.

An the warring natlons readjust thelr import trade
increasingly to war necesslties, both agriculture and
irdustry in this country feel the effects. Bome branches
of industry experlence the temporary atimulus of war demand,
On the othor hand, tobacco growers, frult growers, and
other oroducers of farn prﬂguuta rot regarded as strictly
pepential to the prosecution of war aro suddenly ocut off
fro= icportant marketo. Many kinds of manufactured exports
likewles foel the welght of such restrictions.

For the duration of the war we must be prepared to
agoept ag unavoldable many of these temporary disarrange-
ments. Hations nt war give their firset concern to milltary
purposes, MNaturnily, this Government is striving to keep
forelgn markets for our products open, and To securs A
relaxation of restrictions newly imposed. But there are
broader and more far-reaching probleze imvolved, Temporary
diffioultics must not blind ue to the importance of fol-
lowing policiee which will both cushion the eheck of current
devolopmente and enable us to grapple successfully with
the ocolossal problems of the future. X

In the welter of disruptive forecs unleashed by the
war, 1% 1s vital that we omlt no etep which will help to
keep thls country united and strong. One of the founda-
tion otones for such unlty and strongth 1s & sound and
ﬁi‘oapamun agrigulturs. In February 1938, before the

tionel Farm Institute, at Dos Meines, I saldl
"I bolieve it to bo vital for the nation's
gtnbility and socurity that our farming lation

be sdoguate in proportion to othor parts of the

populntion. A wime policy for the natlon roguires

that the conditions under which those engaged in
agricultures live and labor shall be just and fair

and that life on the farm sheuld be attractive

adequatoly roewarding."

Mo ono will guestion thoe soundness of this objectlve,
The only problem ie how best to prometo 1f.

To attaln that objective one of the basic facts that
must be recognized 1s that the prospority of oulture
in thie country 18 tled in with that of the natlon as a
whole. Upswings and downewings in factory payrolls are
rofloeted in rising and falling demand in our cltico
for products of the farm, just as ups and downs in farm
prosperity influence factory payrolls rnd thus affect
the incomoe and purchasing power of olty pecple.

Socond
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Seoond, full and steble proeperity for our natlon la
definitely linked to economic conditions in the reat of the
world. Fullest promotion by domestic measures of our national
soonomic welfare ie, of course, always essential. But it 1=
1dle to expect a satisfaotory degree of sustalned eponomic
recovery in this country while the my:;g power of other coun-
tries 18 roduced to a mere fraoctlon o st 1t ought to be.
When we eannot sell abrosd our great exportable surpluses of
farm and factory products, agriculture, industry and labor —-
all thres -- must pay & heavy penalty. Agriculture suffers
from the loss of Aits forelgn marketa. It also suffers from the
ghrinkage in 1ts home market that takes place when groat manu-
faocturing industries find their export outlets curtailed, with
resulting unemployment and reduced purchasing power in our
elties for products of the farm.

In trief, the thing that I want strongly to emphaslze 1s
that the prosperity of agriculturc and of the whole nation le
olosely tied up with the presence or absence of & healthy flow
of trade between nations. The exlstence of actusl military
warfare abroad, with its disrupting effeats upon productlon,
trade and finance, does not in any senege change the fundamon-
tale; 1t only avates the problem and dslays the solution.

on this nu.%%aut of forelpn trade, unless every farmer and
every other American citizen thoroughly understands the losson
of what happened after the World War, we shall merely repeat
the disastrous experience of that period.

By the close of that war the whole international eccnomlc
machine had been thrown violently out of gear. No
channels of trade and finanoe had been disrupted. Everywhers
the ponditlion was one of scrious maladjustment and disloontion
in both apriculture and industry.

The obwvlous need was for the restoratlon of normal and
hoalthy trade relatlons among nations as the only possible
means of establisghing secure foundations for enduring peacs
and for the economic well-belng of the peoples of all natlons.
But that 1s exactly what did not happen. Ingtead, the world
pressed hoadlong down the perllous road of narrow nationallism.
On all pides there Era' up & vast network of troade restrietions
and other impedimente to normal economic intercourss imposed on
the mistaken thoory that such extrame measures would bring
greanter prosperity. Instesd, new dislocatlons were added to
old. Agrioultural and other surplupes plled up in some parts
of the world, with no way to scll them. At tho same time,
other roglons wore 1ivi on short ratlons, thoilr purchaslng
power serlously reduced by inabllity to gell their industrial
and other @ uges to forelgn landa.

Finally, at the end of the Twentics, came the sharp
desoent intoc the severest depression the world has ever
known == followed by a further intensification of the ver
same policles of narrow natlonnlism which had done so muo
ta bring on the genersl economic collapsc. Every con-
ceivable device for restricting trade was brought into play.
Higher teriffs, quotas, impert llcennes, exchange control, .
barter arrangements, ourrency manipulation, and many other
dovices imnercnsingly choked off international trade.

Grave mistakes of poliey on the part of the United
Stetos, nmp well am of other countrice, contributed greatly
during the Twentles to the impairmont of the whole world
eoonomie eltuation, culminating in the general breakdown nt
the end of that decade.

Wa refuscd to face the renlities of the situation.

We ralped our tariff sharply and indiscriminatdly
and thus made it imposeible for

other
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other countries to keep up their purchases of our farm
and other products and at the same time make paymante on
their debts to us. We then tried to escape the conpe-
;!iwnual by loaning the money to pay for our own exporios.

nally, after announcing in 1828 our intention of once
mors ‘!‘I.I!ing our tariff, we capped the climax of an ever-
narrowing economic pelicy by puiiing om our own statute
booke in 1830 one of the most 1ll-timed and costly pleces
of legislation in the eatire history of this country-——
tha Hawley-Smoot Aot.

Fhat followed is painful history. Forelgm gountries
retalinted by drastically increseing their tariffs and
othor trode barriers ageinst our products. Our exports
of fars and other products slumped heavily. The olains
of thoss who had blendly asserted that fermers and others
would be assured permeneat prosperity by this embar tariff
legislation ware at once exposed %o the relentlesa test of
facts. Surpluses of farm and other products were dammed up;
prices collapscd; factories wore olosed; many millions ware
thrown out of cmployment; end agriculfure waa in & gtate of
bankrupto¥s

1t was to cope with thie oxtreme sconomic emergency that
Oongrese enacted the trade-agroementa progras. Thie program,
while :'etnini.ni thoroughly ample safeguards for our domestio
producers, is designed to reopen tho clogged-up channels of
mutually benofici trade between our country and othor coul-
tries. An emergency program to deal with omergency conditions,
the trade-agreoment poliey is the only practicable method opem
to us for tho purposc in view. The enly suggestions moriously
put forward today by opponents of the program are poorly dis-
guiped maneuvers to return this country to the Hawley-Bmoot
embargo polioy, or ito equivalent.

Bolid progress has boon made during the past five years
in the operation of the trade—agreem(nts progrid. Wo have
negotintod agmumuut.a with counfries that account for practi-
colly throe-fiftho of our total forelgn trade. Valuablc bene-
fits, through safeguarding or improving our necocess to Torelgm
markota, have been socured for literally nundreds of productas,
both pgricultural and non-ogri culturel. On famm products these
menofits (including cunrantecs of continued duty-frec entry of
gortain itoms, notably cottem} cover noarly half (47 poroont)
of our total exporto of form products to oll countriecn. They
affoot about three—fourths of our total exportao of farm prod-
uota to the trade-agreemont countries themnelvos.

& fow 11lustrations will be helpful.

After o period of lese—than-averogs pupplies, the coIn-
hog industry is again bocoming heavily dependent upon export
putlets. Redustion of baorriers ogninet our exports of pork,
hmi, or bason hos been ocbtoined in tem countries. On lard nine
countries have reduced barriers, while three others hove agrood
nat to impose new roetrictions. Of special pignificance is the
removal in the agrecment with Great Britoin of a burdensooc
proferential duty on lard, originally jmpoped in retalintion
for pome of tho superprotectionist provisions of the Hawley-
E8moot tariff.

On groins and graln products, forelgn-trade barriers have
teoen lowored in most of the gemente now in effeoot. Groot
Britoin has romoved ite disc natory duty on wheat, aloo
originelly impesod in retaliation for our motion under the
Hawlcy-Bmoot tariff, and has agrecd to keep corn on the froe
liot.

Fruits, vegetables, and a long liot of other farm products
have also motorinlly tenefited from the concessions gbtained in
the trade agrooments.

That these bonefits have been holpful in disposing of our
agricultural surpluses is sufficlently indicated by the fact
that, between 1835 and 1938, our axporta of farm producte to
tride-agreement countries increased ty nearly 50 percent,
whereag to other countries they did not increass
at all, but declined slightly. In addition, of

course
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of sourse, the benefits obtaolned for exports of non-fare
products have eroated employmant in our sities and henoe
4 mettor domestic market for farm and othor produsts.

e have thus gona far townrd safoguardling and reopening
important foreign zarkets for our fars and other producte.
The agresments which we nave nogotlated are ptanding ua
in pood stead now, at o time when, ne & result of the war,
our exporta are faced with severe new trads rasgtrict lons
in mony countries. They provide an effoctlve maans of
\nguring better anccess Lo those markets than we would
otherwise be able to got. ¢

The work of rebulldl {ntorpational trade on o sound
basis, thus begun and subs antinlly earried forward, has
been, for the gresent, rondersd more Aiffioult by the
puthreak of 4 now major war. The soope of operation of
the trade-ngreements program in the irmediate future will,
of soursc, be rostrio by war condlitions. But that 1o
no reason, as some ocontend, for avandoning the entire
program for the duration of the war, Thege counseld of
despalr and dsfeat ovarlook tho all-important fact that
the ghances of sound economic restoration after the war, in
whiah we shall have a vital intoreat, will be almost nom—
exigtent if wo now abandon our work in behalf of sound trade

olioles and cense cur offoris o induce othor natlons to
eop aollve the imperatlve nesd for such policies, This ie
no time to etrip ourselves of necespnry moans of agtlon.

If there is anything certaln in thls world, 1t is
that, aftor prosent hostilities come Lo an end, there
will be an even more dapgporate nead than there was in
regent years for vligorous action designed to restore and
promote nealthy and mutunlly beneficlnl trade among nations.
The foet that, during the past five years, 21 nations
ghowed thoir willingness, by antering into reciproocal
trade nprecments with ua to modify theilr trade policlea
in a more liberal :iirautian offers o solld basls for tho
hopo that, with peace rogalned, thers will be a good oppor-
tunity for completing tne work of trade restoratlon. That
proclous opportunity will be lost if we, who have in the
recent paot taken a positlon of lecadarship in this vital
work, snould now reverse our own poliey and turn our face
ﬂruii;ht bask toward sulgldal seonomic nationalism, with
1te Howley-Smoot embargoed.

It is in all these implications, that the trade-
agreamente progras ghould be considered by our people.

Much of tne propaganda that is ‘baing out upon the
farmer brushes aside 1ightly not only the lnherent sound-
negs of the program iteelf in 1ts relation to domeatlc
gmapuritr ut nlso its declsive slgniflcance in connec-—

1on with the whole problem of the roptoration and malntenance
of enduring peace and of genaral soonomis reconstruction and
progress, The central clalm of puch propagandists 1a that
the trods-agreements program has gnused an ingreasc in our
tmports of agriculturnl, or so-called agrigultural, products,
and that this has hurt agriculfure,

let me say %o you in perfectly plain language that
Af thera wera ¢ alightes Bulmiun in my own mind that
farmers in this sountry wera be hurt, rather than helped,
by the trade-agreements gwgmm T would be the first %o
favor dropping it, But the faots tell a different story.

Let



-G

Let us look at the latest figures. m:-ln% the firast

fine menths of 1938 we imported into this country §785,000,000
worth of agricultural, or so-oalled agricultural, products.
Those who tBe our u.gricultml import figures as a basis for
attack on the trade-ngreements program would have the ooumtry
believe thnt these importe mean that Amerinan farmers have
logt that much of thelr home market, Nevex wns n more palpable
and ineidious felsehcod perpetrated on cur farm people.

What are those imports of sgrioultural products that you
hear soc much about? MNone of the self-pstyled friends of the
fevmer will ever tell you the fact that two-thirds of what we
brought in during the Tirst nine months of 1833, or about
$530, 000,000, were products which even the authors of the
Hawley-Baoot tnriff considered so ineapeble of displacing
our own farm produciion and so indispensable for our Pﬂﬂgiﬂ
that they were left on the free list in the Tariff Aot o
1230. Among these were such products RO cof fea, rubber,
rew silk, bananae, cocos Doane, tea, carpet wool, and slpal,
et oetera, which we do not produce at oll in this counbry.

What farmer weg hurt by the $121,000,000 of rubber we brought
in during this peried? Or by the §101,000,000 of coffee?

Or the ,000, of raw ellk? Or the §ad,000,000 of
bananes, the §20,000,000 of cocon beans, the $19, 000,000 of
carpet wool, or the #15.000,000 of ten, and eo on?

The products compriped in the remsining third of the
totnl egricultural importe are predominantly of the two
typea: first, commodities of which we do not produce enough
for our domestin requirements, notwithetending that we have
for yeers impoped—and still todey impose——high tarififs on
mogt of them; nnd second, producte--mogt of them aleo msabject
to high duties—which we import because of specicl gquality
or use, or differences in marketing sesson, or other gpeoial
considerations. Thepe imports do not dispia.cu-—thar gupplemont—
pur deficient domestic supplies. Without hurting our comeatlc
protucers, these importe a&re alec necessary for the economio
well-being of our mation and the comfort of our pﬂaﬁa-

Thope who are responsible for the maneuver of laying oo
much unwarranted stress on farm importe olaim that these limited
importations are materislly hurtful to Ameriecan agriculture.
Where is their evidence? If farmers had been hurt, it would
Fa roflected in farm incoms. That ip the real tost for BVEIY

ATmOT .

By 1833, efter two and one-half years of Hawley-Smoot tar-
iff embargoes, ferm cneh income had fnllen to 4.6 billion dol-
lars. By 1933, after four yearg of trade-agreement policy, it
had risen to 7.5 pillions, excluding benefit payments. Were
formers hurt by this 3 billion incremse in farm income?

The most reckless oleims of injury have been made regording
the dairy and cattle industriee. Yet the fact is that the in-
come of the da industry=—which hed derlined, under tariff
eobargoes, from §1,544,000,000 in 1929 to 1,000,000 in 1533
roge, under ouwr tride program, to §1,398, 0bC in 1838. TDoos
thie indicate injury? The income of the cattle indugtry-—which,
under teriff embargoes, fell from #1,495,000,000 in 1589 to

20,000,000 in 1832—rose, under our trade program, to
1,144,000,000 in 1838, Does this indioate ruin?

And bear in mind that even in the period of cur heaviest
dairy importations, back in 1934-28, importa of dalry producto
never exceeded 1 1/3 percent of our domestic production. 1In
1838 the imports were only 1/2 of 1 percent. Bear in mind, too,
that the oattleman bas todsy, as he has alwiys had, 95 to b9
poroent of the home market.

That
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What about farm prices? None of ug ean evoer forget how
prices crashed between 1628 anc 1532, when the Hawley-Bmoot embar-
goon ruled the day. BPub let us not farget alther how thay have
pome book in recent years.

Wauet farmer wea hurt by the inerepse in the average fars

rice of whoat from 39 cents o bushel ln 1932 to 66 cents in 19387
Eﬁ:ur.. war injurious mbout the imcrense in the farm prica of corn
fram 28 cento in 1933 to 49 cents in 19387 What farmer wan Bf-
grieved by the incrcase in hog prices from $3.34 & hundred in 1832
to 87,74 in 19287 What cattleman guffered from the rlse of cattle

rices from §4.25 a hundred to §6.53 o hundred? ¥hat Aniryzan was
R‘lu‘t by the increase of tutterfat pricea from 17,9 centa a pound
to ©5.3 cente? What wool grower found reamon to complain over the
rige of wool prices from B.5 conte a pound to 18.1 cents? On most
of those products pricee tolay are higher than they were a year
ago.  FHop prices ars off at pressnt, but are gti11 nearly double
the 1932 flgure.

Mot for one moment would I want fo suggest that condltions
for farmors today nre nearly ne good as they ought to be. Firet,
lag%, and nll of the time, I sm for izproving them. But I know
that agriculturel conditlons gamnot be satisfoctorily improvod
without the E:Eﬂﬂl-lnn of both domcetic and forolpn markotd. That
ie preeclecly way I have foith in tho effectivences of the trafe~
agrecmints progrum, which is the beat method Ain the continuling
emergoncy for ascomplirhing this result,

If exporicnoc la ony teacher at #11, it should have taught
overy one of us hy now that the notlon that farmers con be soved
by ombarge tarliffs ils o shnarc and o dolusion, It 1a politlenlly
impossible to grant toriff embargoos to some groupe and wi thhold
them from nthors, When such cmbnrgocs Bro granted geagrnlly, the
rosult,es wog the cose in 1930-32, is a eollapasc of our foroign
trade, vonishing forcign markots for our ferm ond other surpluscs,
o progtrato pgriculturc, and a proatrate nation.

It im not o gquestlon of giving the Amorican morket to the
Amerienn former or taking 1t awoy from him, Hc has alrendy got
practically pll of thi Amcrlenn marget, os he hes nlwaya had it,
exoopt--ng I hove said--for n fow typee of producta thot wo do not
grow in sufficliont quantitips for our own needs nven though we 1im-
poso high teriffe on moet of them. Hobody proposcs to ndjust any
toriff rotc in such o way ne to diminish the sales of Amcrican form
produgts 1n the heme morkot. The enle aim is, rather, to lncronsc
guch splee in both the domeetic ond tho forolgn markots.

We nll wnow thot the home markot just will pot chaorb our
largo surplusce of sotton, corn ond pork products, tobneeo, wheot,
and frults n? varicus kKinds, not to mention other wroducts, Wo
must cithor find outlets cbroad or clsc sce those surplusce back
tup on us until we are cveorwholmed by thoem.

The controst bBetwoen cur present tredo policy, which contom-
lates an cxprnslon of both the domestic end forc markcts for
arm productc, and the embargs policy, which shrinikp both of theoe

markcts, hna boon odmirably stated by Sperctary Wnllaco, of Tolloms:
"S5y nll menns, lot ue mako the most of the home market.

But I wont you %o ininz scricusly sbout the fact thnt farmers

hove mor: to lose through notionalistic polieloe than ony

othor group, In the prosent yenr, 1938, fammers arc oultl-
mt:nghpm’aum;r 35 to 45 million acrce that are golnf to pro-
dugcc thinge which will be soléd abroad, Tho most ndd tionnl
1nnd thoy could usc by cutting cut imports would bo porhnps
i0 million acrcs, It just wouldn't bo good scnsc to riek
hnying to leavo 35 or 45 million amorce idle in ordor to try
to goin o markot for 10 million nerce, I don't think formers
are fooligh cnough to trade dolinrs for quartcrs, no mntter
how strong the pressure may be by those who arc busy grinding
tholr own aXos.

To
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Tg sum up, the case for trade agreoments conm down to the
siEple mponliilnn that, by reducing excessive and unraagonable
tariff barriers and inducing other countries to do likewine,
thus persitting & healthy growth of sutually advantageoun trade,
we greatly enlarge the purchaging power and the market putlets
for our farm and other surpluses, both at home and abroad, to
the benefit of Amerlgan agriculture, Amerisan industry, and
Amsrican laber.

The best test of the trade- eements polioy and ite
administreation is to be found in the 22 agreements already
negotinted. No tariff adjustments wave been made in our tradse
agreements without the utmost care to see to it that the
branches of production coneerned, in agriculture or in industry,
are amply safeguarded. What warrant is thers for assuming that
whatever taru?uldjustmmu pay be made in the future will not
bo ms earefully considersd and as adequately pafeguarded an
those made in agreements already nogotinted?

The record of achievement under the trade-agreementa pro-
gram is an open book. I invite any poraon to ghow o singlae
instance of general tariff readjustment glther upward or down-
ward, in the entire fiscal history of the nation, whorein there
hae beon exercised ms much impartiality, care and scouracy sa to
faots as has uniforzly characterizad the naﬁtlnnon of our
twonty-two trade agrecments—-or any morae 62 eitude for the wel-
fare of sgrioulture, labor, businesa, and the population of the
country in its entirety.

Full and stable prosperity for our nation can be achleved
only in n world which ls at pease. War and threat of war, even
when we succeed in keeping ourselves free from embrolilment in
actunl hostilities, imposes upon us & heavy burden of expandlture
for armament and an even heavier burden of economis dislocation.
Trnig burden of economic maladjustment persiste long after the
gune of war are atilled. And hope of enduring peaco among
nations 1g 1ittle ghort of an illusion unlems therc can be pro-
vidsd for it a msolld foundation of economle well-being for all
nations. For this, healthy nnd sound internatlcnal trade
rolationa ares indisgpensabla.

In the difficult days which 1le shead, the greatest of all
tgeuos will be whether or not the world will be reconstructed
along linee of economic securlty and of firmly ostablished
order under law, which will mnke unthinksble a repetitlon of
condltions of international lawlessness and of economic chnos
such ms wo have witnessed in recent years. In tha resolving of
thig issue, the weight of our country's influence may well prove
to be deoislve. By adhering to the trade policy which we now
follow, we can throw our influence on the side of econcmia
progrees and of peace and order--to our owm immense benelit.
Wers we to abandon this pelley, under the pressure of narrow and
short-gighted attitudes on the part of some of our peaple, we
would rendsr infinitely more Al fioult the process of bullding
an orderly and prooperous world, and would thua infliet upon
curgelves an inoaloulable injury.

This 48 a truly national problem. With so much at gtake in
the d.m%umul world of today, & united publiec epinlon in Aupport
of the type of trade policy we have so far pursusd has never
been po essential to our country's welfare. A natlon cannot
proeper in a disordsred world any more than an individual or &
Emup can prosper within a nation when the country as a whole 1s
n the throes of destruotive chass. Upon each and every one of
us reste the responaibility for the cholce of the course of
rotion which we as a people shall pursue.
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WASHINGTON

December 13, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

TO READ AND PREPARE
REPLY FOR MY BIGNAUURE.

F. D. R.

Letter from Ambassador Macliurray!( 2«
to the President dated November 9,
1939, giving hils impressions of the
effect of the Russo-German alignment
upon Turkey and her policy.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 13, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you speak to me
about this?

F. D. R

Memorandum telephoned in by
genator Guffey for the Presildent
in re George Earle.

»

\

*
#



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON {

December 13, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF BTATE

Will you speak to me
about this?

F. D. R.

Dispatch from lMoscow = No.
1069 - in re examination of
baggege of forelgn consular
officers regardless of diplomatlc
passporte, including Amerlcans.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE |')"5 r-‘ c |
THE SECRETARY \

December 14, 1839,

OR B

I am sending you herewith a
eopy of a telegram received
from Mr, Jay Rice, representa-
tive of the Pan American Alr-

waye in Brazil,

For telegram--See:Jay Rice-South Ameriea folder-Drawer 1-1939




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

peocember l4, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

1 agree that we ghould defer

aotion applying the 10%
levy on Japanese ghipse
January 26, 1940.

F. D. R.

(See other side of memo)
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The following enclosures ed nal memo
U Sy oo e Sk e

Gopy. oF ‘semorendon %’#ﬁmh 12/11/39 for
the President, with attsHéd APEftL of letter which 1t
is that the Dept. of State send to the Secretury

s T of Siotn Tithed
question of the 1 ty of certain limited
statutory provisions of our shipping and cvstoms laws

to the situstion which will obtain ermination
on January 26, 1940, of the 1711 treaty of commerce
and mavigation with Japan, and various othsr pupers
pertaining to the matter.
%k Dlcidn ow Twtid segys I
cpanntd ROL edd ant fqge noldos
snlmnlzesd sqire sasnuwl. no Tvel
JSel .88 $Taletal

of Podllinnt e 1 ,wsvoweH
of Dieotle ol daevichy Tand nld
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

December 13, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The attached memorandum pertain-
ing to the pnropoesed letter which is
also attached, relates to the question
of whether we should by affirmative
action apoly the 10% tonnege levy on

Japanese shive at the expiration of

the present commercial treaty in

e —————

January. I think moet of us here
-_..._—--"
are of oninion that we should not do

so, at least for the present.

T
= F
S
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THE BECHETARY OF STATE
WaRslinel TOM, D C

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 11, 1939,

FOR THE PRES

The attached letter which it is proposed that this
Department send to the Department of Commerce, if you
approve, deals with the question of the applicebllity of
certein limited stetutory provisions of our shipping and
customs laws to the situation which will obtain upon the
terminetion on January 26, 1940, of the 1911 treaty of
gommerce and nevigation with Jepan. The letter has been
discussed with and approved by officials of the Customs
Bureau end by officiels of the Maritime Commission. We
have made & thorough study of the statutes involved and
the related data, and the conclusion at which we have
arrived is believed to be consistent with opinions whieh
the Attorney Generel heas in the past rendered in eonstruetion
of these statutes.

Briefly, the relevent statutes provide for the levylng,
in the absence of treaty provisions to the contrary, of (1)
disoriminetory tonnege duties on foreign ships end of (2)
diseriminatory import duties on goods brought to the United
States in forelgn ships. The President is euthorized to
suspend these duties by proclemation &s to ell gountries

whioh do not impose similar diseriminatory dutles on our

vessels
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vessels or their cargoes. Technically, the absence of a
Presidentiel Proclemation (whether warranted or not) would
result in the imposition of the duties.* As Japan does

not at the present time in fact diseriminete sgeinst our
shipping in the particular menner contempleted by the
statutes, we belleve that imposition of the duties should
continue to be suspended. However, it does not seem wise
under present conditions to issue & proclemation declering
such suspension. Such action would quite probably be inter-
preted as & formal end significant decleration by this
Government thet Japen is 1n general not discriminating ageinst
our trade and that we have in contemplation no action against
Japanese trade when the treaty terminates. A proclametion
with respect to Japan, issued in 1872 by President Grant, is
still in effect end, if that proclamation is not revoked,
imposition of the discriminstory duties will continue to
stand in suspense when the treaty terminetes on Januery 26
next, As that proclemetion correctly reflects the present
situation, we suggest that it be allowed to stand and no new
proclamation be issued. The Treasury Department and other

interested Govermment egencies would, in their publie
statements,

*(NOTE: Opinion of Acting Attorney General Williem D, Mitchell,
of Oectober 30, 1925, in 34 Op. Att. Cen. 577, 582-583.)



- -

statements, treat the matter eas one of routine, polnting
out that there is involved only one phase of our commercial
relations with Japen and that, as in the case of other
phases of those relations, the mere termination of the
treaty does not of itself bring into operation any change
in existing practices.

American commercial interests have stressed the
point that knowledge on their part whether these duties
are or are not to go into effect, well in advance of
the date on which the treaty is to terminate, is highly
desirable. What they wish in the matter is certainty.

It seems practiceble and desirable that the Government
glve out this informetion on or before December 21. It
is suggested, therefore, that metion on the letter herein

under reference be taken as soon as possible,.

Enclosure:

Draft letter to
Department of Commerce.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY

December 5, 1839

FE
Mz Hamilton:

I approve thle letter
end I have initlaled it. I
suggest that you take 1t up
with the Secretary upon his
return. I also believe this
question should be gubmitted
to the Preslident for hles ap-

Pr O?B.l -

U:
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December 20, 1839,

Memo of Cordell Hull to the President

Re-Despatoh to Amb Grew concerning negotiations for a
new treaty with Japan eto.

See: Japan folder-Drawer 1-1938
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December 22, 1939.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
MEMORANDUM FCR THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
FROM THE PRESIDENT

RE+++*Soviet Restrictions against American citlsens connected

with the Diplomatie Corps

Ses: Russia folder=Drawer 1-1539
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Dear Cordell:~

This is not a
suggestion that you resume
smoking but you still have
to entertain smokers.

My best wishes
to you for a Merry Christmas.

As ever yours,
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\ THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 27, 1839.

My dear Mr. President:

I am sincerely thankful for your very
desirable and practical Chrietmas remem-
brance. It was kind of you thus to think
of me, and I am correepondingly appreclative.

I wish for you at least thirty more
such hollday perlods.

8incerely yours,

W

The President,
The White House.



Degember 28, 1939,

MEMORANDUM JOR THE PREIIDENT

In response to your memorandum of December 27,
there is attached for your approvel & draft of a letter
to Ambassador Biddle in acknowledgment of his letter
to you of December 4, 1939.

In oconneotion with the memorandum sent to you by
Ambagsador Biddle on the subject of Russo-Japanase
relations, there ls enclosed as of possible lnterest
e oopy of the memorandum referrsed to in the draft letter
of reply to him,

Enclosures:

l. Draft letter to
fmbagsador Biddle.
2. Copy of memorandum
ven to British and
noh Ambassadors
by the Under SHSeare-

3. Fion ASbaseador Biddle

to the President,
December 4, with en-
olosure, returned.
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See: Norway folder-Drawer 1-1938
for the rest of correspondence
concerning the Nobel Feace
Priee for Cordell Hull,

_t—)

(

December 29, 1939,

My dear Mr, President:

1 cannot thank you in s fficlent terms for your
letter of the twenty-seventh instant, informing me that for a
number of years you have been resommending me for tne Nopel
Yeace rrize. 1 am everiastingiy sraverul to you for your
generocus action in so doing. I shall never forget this fine
exhibition of good opinion and good will on your part.

1 must earnestly urge that you do not further
continue your efforts on my behalf. It is so singularly
eppropriaste that you should receive this recognition that I
em very earnestly recommending you to the proper committee
at Oslo, Needless to say, it gives me the greatest personal
satisfaction to deo so,

Again my lesting thanks and my warmest personal
regards,

8incerely yours,

Cordell Hull

The President
The White House.
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Memo for Capt. Callaghan from Robt BE. Carvey
Sends i1t for Pres. information

Subject, %ueatinn of Russian_destroyers.
res, stated he would take up with

Hull at Cabinet.

See-Capt. Callaghan folder-Drawer 2-1939
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Il HE==jction that may be taken upon outiroak of
hostilities in Europe (1) declaration
of a national emergency I3 deoc~
laration of a national emergency.

EXIIBITS Mentioned in attached report 1n folder

See==Raw folder



P Ses:lreat Britain folder-for {
the correspondence,
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January 3 1940

iy dear M», President
I enclose copy of a confldentisl note from the
British Ambassador in whieh he requests me to bring
to your attenticn tha taxt of the communication thes
british and French Governments have Just made to the
Swedlah and Forweglan Governments,
Falthfully yourse,

Mote from the British
Amhassador,




s
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Memorandum from Cordell Hull to the President---Jan 3, 1940,
Encloses conf note from the British Ambassador in which he
requests that it be brought to the attention of the President
as it outlines the text of communication the British and
French Governmente have made to the Swedish and Norwegian

Governments.

See:Great Britain-Drawer 4=1940 (Jan 5, 1940 letter)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 11, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I have read Kirk's No. 63
January ninth, from Berlin, reiating
to closing of American Consul General-
ghip at Warsaw. 1 gather also that
the Consulate at Danzig 1s not to
be kept open. I am wondering whether
1t might be possible for you to talk
with the German here and ex-
plain to him that Warsaw and Danzig
are both very important centers and,
while not nearly as large, would
correspond in a gsense to our own
oities of Chicago and San Francisco.
Furthermore, that if the United
gtates is not to have Consuls in
Wersaw and Danzig, we 8eeé no special
reason why Germany should have
Consuls in Chicago and 8San Franolsco.
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e WASHINGTON

MEMO : ﬂ:_lg_r_l_t_l,mﬂu._mw.

BY telephone from Secretary Hull.
THE PRESIDENT:

WThe Netherlands Legation has recelved
a telegram from the Hague, to the effect
that their information as well as that of
Belgium is that a German attack on the low
cuuntiieﬂ 418 to be expected sometlime this
week,

Tel. and Tel.
ab.
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e THE WHITE HOUSE
( o | WASHINGTON

January 15, 1940,
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE

In regard to the Dutoh Islands off

Vensguela and in that area, I think the
Monroe Doctrine would protect them against
any effort on the part of Germany to
interfere with their sovereignty.

There could be no objection to
sending more of our patrol vessels down
to that Carribean oil area to cruise about

briefly in view of rumors about German

submarines.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 19, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I am inclined to think
we should take action on this
directly with the German
Government and give 1t publicity.

F. D. R.

No. 39 from Rome in re appeal

to the President by Polish
professors of the Jagellonlan
University at Cracow %o help
them. They are in concentration
camps and are inhumanly treated.

e 4
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Jan 27, 1840,

Memo to Hull and Berle

e

Re=-Curtailment of gasoline shipments to Russia; also
shipments of serap iron. Asks them to get report from American
owners of Romano Americena and ask them if they are going to
deliver more oil to Germany or if they would consider American
purchases of Roumanian oll for U.S.Navy ships in Mediterranean
waters--a portion of it to be stored in some neutral ccuntry such
as Egypt or Spain.

Report from Romano-Americanc Co re deliveries of oil
to Germany attached=report sent in by Berle on Feb3, 1540, &lso,
attached is memo of Feb 1, 1940 to Berle from FOR to "follow up
with proper authorities".and Berle's reply of Feb 20, 1940,

See:Berle-Drawer 1-1240




Memo to the President from Cordell Hull -=January 30, 1%40.
—————————

Re-eide-memoire handed to the President on Jan 27, 1940
by Chinese Ambassador in company with Dr. W, W, Yem.

See:China folder-Crawer 4-1840




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

Palm Beach, Florida,
Feb. 10, 1940

ar—

The President,
The White House,

Dear Chilef:
Personal

The appointment of Sumner Welles for this explor-
atory misslon in Europe is timely and splendid. Sumner 1s
Just the man to get an objective perspective and procure it
elmultaneously from the principals involved. No single Ambas-
sador assigned to a European post could do that, in view of
personal antipathies which have been unwarrantedly aroused,

Moreover, his report to you will be steady, very
able and sound.

Personally, and strictly for your consideration,
I have little hope that any peace dlscussion will fructify or
even germinate now. The principals involved are tooc far
apart - their real or avowed purposees too extreme and too set
in paesions.

Germany might offer a facade of an autonomous
Poland and Czechoslovakia, and even a plebiscite for Austria,

il
¥
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80 eager are they for peace but 1t must be " a victorlowm peace".

But to yield military dominance in central and

eastern Europe? No. That would destroy any reglme in Germany

now.

Nor are the French ready yet to be content with
anything short of "a clean Job this time". That means depriv-
ing the Germans of any possible means of aggression (whether
Hitler or someone else),

I regret tc say that in my Julgment that they are

8o "sot" on both sides that 1t will take a major reverse on one

slde or the other to get them to even sit down and talk th1n§a
over. I hope I am wrong! Nevertheless it 1s worthwhile. If
there 1s one chance in a thousand it is worth the try.



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

Even though it should fall, it will renew the
falth of the liberty and peace-loving people the world over
in the faet which you have so frequently demonstrated that
you are doing everything within human power to try to stop
this terrible tragedy.

Enclosed herewith are two K. H, hews letters from
London whileh you might find time to scan thru. These letters
have been very accurate in the past and have a large following.
Ehe editor 1s an ex-Navy man, who was recently elected to the
ommons.

I hope you will have a much deserved rest and a
grand trip.

With devoted affection from us both and with great
respect always, I am
friend,

Sincerely, You

E. Davies

2 Enclosures
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EADLEY, BORDON, HANTS, ENGLAND

26th January, 1940.

Dear MeEMEER,

Certain newspapers in Britain have led their readers to believe that a large
part of the Netherlands is under water in order to stave off a Nazi inyasion, Such
is not the case. Only a very small proportion of the floodable areas has been in-
undated; in fact, only those sections necessary to make it possible to put the full
flooding programme into effect with the minimum of delay. It has also been
suggested that the system of flooding has meant sudden and precipitate evacua-
tion on the part of residents in the areas concerned. This is not correct.  Certain
sections have been designated as floodable areas since the war of 191418, and
the people living in these localities are aware that if and when Holland is threat-
ened, the waters may be let in, and they must be prepared to move, Houses in
these areas are marked with a white cross and have a lower rentable value than if
they stood in other parts of the country.

One of the most difficult problems the Dutch have had to contend with
has been that of A.R.P. Cities like Rotterdam, built in the midst of a series of
canals and estuaries, lack solid ground in which to build underground shelters.
Some-air raid shelters have been constructed above ground in the large Dutch
towns, but from what we hear the available accommeodation is limited. Prepara-
tions for blacking-out key areas have also been in progress,

# There has been a good deal of discussion behind the scenes in London
during the past few weeks on the problem of how to bring home to the British

| public the seriousness of a war in which—except at sea—nothing much scems to
| be happening. We believe that democracies respond to frankness. Recent experi-
ences in Holland confirm this view.

Last November, the Dutch Government made the mistake of pretending



that no menace existed, when everyone knew that such was net the case. In the
period of tension a fortnight ago, however, they took the wise precaution of
explaining to the people of Holland, with admirable frankness, the danger which
‘was believed to be overhanging the nation, and the preparations that had been
undertaken to deal with any attack. The response of the Hollanders showed that
frankness on the part of a Government, even when it means saying some un-
pleasant and disquieting things, may be the best way to reassure the public. Let
us now return to Great Britain and consider that aspect of sacrifice on the home
front which is represented by rationing, . ‘1

Almost three weeks have passed since the first stage of rationing came into
force, and certain facts are becoming clear: (a) The present very limited scheme
is on the whole working smoothly and efficiently; (b) the people of this country

‘approve of the principle of rationing in war time and appreciate its necessity in
order to conserve our shipping and foreign exchange.

As for (a), a friend who goes up to London for several days each week,
said: "I never think about rationing, except when my wife insists on chucking my
ration book into my bag as I am leaving. She tells me she uses it at home and 1
haven’t heard her complaining yet. When I am in town I just eat things that are
not rationed, and the choice is wide enough.”*

So long as the British people are convinced that rationing is a vital step
towards victory, there is no doubt what their answer will be, no matter how great
are the sacrifices asked of them.

It is possible, however, to envisage two different sets of circumstances in
which the answer of the British people might be otherwise. The one is if they
did not have faith that the hardships they were bearing were a necessary part of a
comprehensive and positive plan for winning the war; the other is if they felt that
there was discrimination among different sections of the population with regard
to the sacrifices they were asked to make.

As for the first of these considerations, we shall say no more at the moment
than to point out that there are certain searching questions which many in these
islands are asking at the present time: has the Government worked out the broad
outlines of the grand strategy which will bring victory in the shortest possible
time? And has the whole force of our effort in the military, economic, diplomatic
and propaganda fields been brought together and co-ordinated in that scheme?
We hope that the Government have got answers to these questions. If they have
not, there will have to be a good many more resignations.

A section of the press has been suggesting that the introduction, at

*Our friend is apparently oblivious of the fact that since he now eats margarine instead of b tter, the “mationing"
‘llm h;thﬁnh he has contracted out of, is producing exactly the effect on his consuming habits w!:‘;\:h th:lif]l;:urmﬁt
(=1 '



the outbreak of the war, of a wide scheme of rationing in Germany meant that
that country was on the verge of starvation and, by implication, would soon have
to give in. These suggestions are very dangerous. In a smug and superior way,
those newspapers look down their noses at Germany and say in effect: “See how
poor Germans are rationed, while we have practically no rationing in this
country,” Although Germany had very substantial stores of many foodstuffs in
Septembet, 1930, to say nothing of retaining access to those of all Europe east of
France, it may be that the Germans have been wiser than we in undertaking, so
carly in the struggle, a careful husbanding of resources. ;

, In this connection we have received, from persons who have recently been
in widely separated parts of the Reich, reports about rationing in Germany

which may be summed up as follows: although the population, in view of its
remembrances of the last war, was at first shocked by the introduction of rationing
it has now allowed itself to be persuaded that this is merely a development resulting
from carefully prepared organisation. People believe that there are stocks, and

that rationing has only been introduced as a precaution. They are therefore
rapidly adapting themselves to the position. The MNazis are also trying to make |
the rationing system look just, from a social point of view, by purposely neglecting,
from time to time, the better-off section of the population and favouring with
considerable supplementary rations the workers engaged on heavy or very
strenuous work.

In this matter of rationing we agree with what Mr. Harold Macmillan said
nine days ago in the House of Commons when he argued that rationing should be
extended with the least possible delay to cover all commodities both of food and
of raw materials essential to our war machine and to our export trade. Special
efforts should be made, by rationing and other means, to restrict to the minimum
our consumption of all luxury goods. In addition to releasing shipping and
exchange for the necessities of war, such a policy would have two other vitally
important effects: first, it would help to equalise, as between different sections of
the public, the inconveniences and hardships of war; secondly, it would result
in a genuine saving of income which (directly or through the banks) would be
available to the Government for carrying on the war.

We consider that one of the most important events of the past ten days has
been the Chancellor's announcement that the 4} per cent. Conversion Loan,
19404, is to be converted into a new short-term Conversion Loan which will
bear interest at 2 per cent. This means that the profit-making urge is to be sub-
ordinated to the national war effort. There are to be no more war-memorials on
a § per cent. basis. We have insisted (see News-Letter 169) that if the State is to
have the right to call upon men’s lives in its defence, how much more should it

-



have the right to call upon our whole economic and financial resources. -

A policy of enforced savings through rationing and other controls, and 0.
borrowing by the Government at low rates of interest from these savings, will
tend to equalise the burdens of war and do much to avoid a dangerous spiral of
wages and prices with the resulting disastrous inflation which occurred during
1914-18, It will also help to avoid some of the most troublesome problems which
Britain, in common with her Allies and with the neutral countries, will have to
face at the conclusion of the war.

/ This News-Letter Service makes no apologies for reminding you from

| time to time of the need of keeping in mind that if this war is to be justified, it
| must produce a satisfactory settlement,
|' In connection with the problems of post-war settlement, we commend to
| *your attention the Report of the League of Nations Committee, under the chair-
| manship of the Rt. Hon. 8, M., Bruce, the Australian High Commissioner in
| London. This document constitutes one of the most practical contributions

which have been made to date.

Even its bitterest critics cannot deny that the League has accomplished
much useful and important work in the field of economic and social questions.
The value of this work has been limited, however, by the fact that a number of
States—including some of the major Powers—are not members of the League.

The Bruce Report recommends that the economic and social activities of the
League should be entrusted to a new body, enjoying in effect the same independent
status as the International Labour Organisation. Such an organisation, separated
from the political aspects of the League, might commend itself to those nations
which for one reason or another, are unwilling to share in an international organ-
isation concerned with political questions. Its advocates believe that, based on
universal membership, it would provide the machinery for settling economic pro-
blems which are an important factor in the causes of war, and for raising econo-
mic and social standards throughout the world.

The report was adopted unanimously and warmly by the Assembly on the
very day on which the expulsion of Russia from the League was decided upon,
and the U.S.A. has shown a decided interest in its recommendations.

Yours sincerely,
JoH Nt fl Son e
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Sweden.—A correspondent writes that Swedish soldiers of the frontier regi-
ments are deserting in considerable numbers in order to join the Finns in their fight
against the Russians.

Czech Newspapers—One set of instructions issued by the German Govern-
ment to the Czech press (new instructions are constantly added) contained some
forty-four different “do’s” and “don’t’s” (mostly the latter) from which we
quate the following:

“9. Ambiguous remarks will be punished as sabotage.”

“18. Forbidden are all notes on the following—standard of factories, un-
employment, waste of energy, questions of supply an nourishment, traffic, railway
time-tables, catastrophes, condition of roads and motor roads, seeds, black-out, air
raid precautions, wages, price of food and other articles, unfavourable economic
conditions, weather, military movements, defence, education, military essays.”

“21. Suppression of desires to change present conditions.”

“24. No news of activity of the Gestapo or the Reich authorities is per-
mitted.”

“a g No information on the economic measures against the Jews."

“38. Suppression of criticism aﬁainst officials and authorities."”

“44. No mention of suicides and arrests.”

I‘?a‘tring observed that the pages of Czech newspapers are still filled with print,
we take our hats off to the ingenuity of the editors.

A Denial —We are authorised by Commander King-Hall to state that the
news recently published in Germany to the effect that he haﬁ been dismissed by the
K-H News-Letter and “that is the end of him", is as ludicrously incorrect as most
of the statements published by Dr. Goebbels.

New Zealand —In News-Letter Supplement 182 we mentioned the opposi-
tion among the primary producers in New Zealand to the Government’s control of
marketing and prices. In this connection a member of this Service, whose firm has
wide business connections in New Zealand, gives us the following information: (1)
The New Zealand importer is not allowed to buy British goods except under licence
by the New Zealand Government, and for the current licensing period he is allowed
to buy only 6o per cent. of the value of goods purchased during January-June,
1939; due to rises in prices and freights this means less than 5o per cent. of his last
year's purchases. (2) There is a long list of British manufactured goods, of which
the importation into New Zealand is at present forbidden. (3) The New Zealand
importer must secure a licence from the Reserve Bank of New Zealand in order to
pay for goods the Government allows him to import. It is also claimed that while
the New Zealand Government makes wide use of the radio to explain its aims and

licies, opposition groups are not permitted to do likewise. One such group, “The

ew Zealand Freedom Issociatitm ’, alleges that the Government has refused it any

use whatever of the broadcasting services. It has therefore been sending out pamph-
lets entitled “Prohibited Broadcasts”.

Pictures—The world-wide publication of some of the photos taken

by the R.A.F, over Germany, showing battleships and aircraft at German naval

bases and aerodromes, has led some press-commentators to argue that if the



photographs could be taken, bombs could have been druplimd on the battleships

and aircraft with equal ease and precision. The analogy is a

most completely false.

A bomber travelling at 10,000 feet, speed 200 miles an hour, must be in one position
in space, and only one, if its bombs are to hit a given target. It can photograph the

target from many positions,

The Straits Settlements.—A member writes to us from Penang: “Things
would have been unpleasant enough no doubt if Hitler hadn’t antagonised Japan by

double-crossing her with Russia.

ut we should have tried and ought to have been

able to give a good account of ourselves, if it had come to that. As things are, this

must be one of the few oases of the world at present not unduly u

by war;

nothing to show that there is one atall. A slight rise in prices, but no rationing as yet,

One feels hopelessly out of it here, but it

one could.

- would do no good rushing home, even if
he local races show a fairly lively interest in the war, although I doubt

if there is much real appreciation of what it is all about."

NEWS FROM FRANCE

FRENCH WAR EFFORT.

In the opinion of neutral observers, a
plebiscite taken in France to-day on any peace
proposal which left Germany in possession of
the prins of apgression, and the means of
aggression in the future, would reveal an 80
per cent, vote for fighting on until the German
will-to-war is smas The minority would
include some extreme Conservatives, who hold
the wview that a war to the bitter end will
destroy much without achieving anything con-
structive,

The French war effort is on the same “all
in" scale as in 1918. France still has the best
army in the world—the one mass-army which
has suffered no break in its tradition through
revolution, disarmament or otherwise. At the
moment the French have more under
arms than they know what to do wi ce
suggestions for remmidr.r’mgfﬂ\c :hl.imthuf
industry, at present suffering from the with-
d of so many trained workers, One
French publicist—Kerillis—stated the other
day that the whole idea of 2 mass-army is out-
af-date, and advocated the demobilisation of at
least 75 per cent. of all troops and their return
to the factories and fields. It is unlikely that
the French High Command will heed such
advanced theories, hﬁcﬂu return Mm;nmeu
to ind is as soon as more British
trﬂupnumﬂ.mﬁ‘is significant of French
regard for machine-power in this war that out

of a war budget of 259 milliards of francs, 106
milliards have been earmarked for the Air
Ministry.

Despite a certain amount of impatience over
the continued stalemate on the Western Front,
a French (or Franco-British) offensive in 1940
is highly improbable, unless a big German
attack is launched—and fails. Gamelin is re-
putedly a very Fabian of commander,
who fully approved Daladier's emphasis on
the need to conserve French lives,

The French Sccond in Command (General
Georges, who was wounded at the assassination
of King Alexander of Yugoslavia) is reported
a more adventurous type, and boulevard
whispers credit him with being stronger and
mere decisive in temperament than his chief.
He is a man to watch as possible future C-in-C.
should the fortunes of war suggest any need
for change in the Allied land command. For
the present, however, the majority opinion in
France believes that time is on the side of the

caution of Gamelin,
Perhaps the truest thing which can be sai
of France is that in 1940 this country

Allies, and approves the siege tactics d\ /
d

sentiment is the imperative need of security,
expressed in the statement “We must

an end of it this time", This view is shared by
the French Trade Union movement, which is
co-operating fully with the government, and is;

b

. has fewer ||
illusions than in either 1914 or 1918 The basic |

f/



also probably endorsed to-day by a number
who were formerly in the Communist ranks,

FINLAND

The attitude of the French government
would seem to be substantially in accord with
the British. Material aid is being sent to the

Finns, but the scope of this aid is unknown.
The anti-Bolshevism in conservative circles in

France is more rabid than in Great Britain,
hence suggestions (both in the press and
hehind the scenes) that France has nothing to
lose, and maybe something to gain, by going
the whole hog, breaking off diplomatic relations
|| with the U.5.5.R.—even by sending a contin-
gent of Alpine Chasseurs to Finland as evi-

dence of “solidarity”. Tt is considered in Paris,
however, that this is further than the Daladier
government is likely to go. But the greatest
satisfaction is felt in some circles (both Right
|| and Left) at the showing-up of Hitler's partner,
the French view being that it is now clear that
Germany was sold a lemon. One form of aid
extended to the Finns is believed to be an
arrangement with the Swedes to supply arms
and munitions to Helsinki under promise of
replacement by the Allies. The French view,
summed up, is that anything which uses up
Russian material, and stresses the military
weakness of that nation, is all to the good.

Le Matin recently summed up Paris opinion
in these words: “Mannerheim towers above
Voroshiloff as definitely as the Eiffel Tower
lifts its height above the latrines of Paris"”,
while another French journalist expressed a
common opinion when he wrote: "“"The average
Finnish private is more intelligent than any
Soviet colonel.”

French Conservatives favour the building up
of a Latin Catholic bloc in i i
Italy. Their argument is that Soviet Russia
cannot harm France, and if a anti-
Bolshevik attitude is adopted there will be an
ideclogical “pull’ towards France in Ttaly,
Spain and even Japan.

WAR AND PEACE AIMS

There unguestionably exists a deep and de-
finite cleavage between the British and French
viewpoints, a cleavage, concealed from the
average resident of Great Britain,* destined to

* See News-Letter 183

have an important bearing on European de-
velopments ﬁfure the world is much older.

Four-fifths of the whole French people are
determined to smash not Hitlerism alone, but
the “eternal Germany' which has warred on
France three times within living memory. Books
and articles exposing German aggression down
the ages are ing off the French presses,
and the whole emphasis is on the fact that
Germany—and not merely the Nazi regime—
is a permanent menace, which must be ren-
dered forever incapable of further disturbing
European peace.

There exists in France a pathetically eager
urge for security at any price—for that security
which they fondly imagined had been gained
by the sacrifices of the World War. The
French are painfully conscious of a population
which has ceased to grow, which factor makes||
them determined to impose a stern peace
before it is too late. [t would seem reasonably
certain that, unless the prevailing mood
changes very considerably, the least France
will demand iz what Foch wanted in 1918—a
French frontier on the Rhine, secured either
by the creation of an autonomous buffer state,
or a French Protectorate, or otherwise. This
supreme war-aim is occupying the minds of
Frenchmen of all classes and parties,

w&g&mﬂ_@@hm
ting Hitlerism”, —
—Ome Paris _news

@ris  Newspa (Figaro) recently
published a forecast of French peace aims:

1. No negotiations with a Nazi government.

2. Restoration of Poland and Czechoslovakia,

3. Material and positive guarantees.

The third demand is the crux of the matter,
When the French speak of “positive guar-
antees’” for German behaviour in the
future, they probably mean at least a Rhine
frontier and unilateral disarmament of Ger-
many, but no prominent politician is prepared
to get down to details at this stage.

There would seem to be but one chance of
inducing the French even to consider peace
aims such as liberal Englishmen contemplate.
devised which would

recent his-

n claims
the Reich, or to interfere in the internal affairs

/
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of that country. But it must be emphasised
that words will make no impression on a nation
- which for the second time in twenty years sees
business and family life disrupted, gold
reserves squandered, the cost of living rising,
and its civilisation endangered, “because we
were too soft last time to finish off the job".
. If necessary to secure that feeling of national
safety, the French would even face the task of
garrisoning the whole of Southern Germany
y for a long term of years. In short, they refuse
. { to trust the word of a German again, and they
|+ refuse to believe that once Hitler is out of the
way, all will automatically be for the best in the
best of all worlds. They see in the Nazis
merely the reflection of the spirit which Ger-
many has repeatedly shown down the cen-

turies, and they consider that the means o -
sion_must BE t out of the han

éntire German race.
1 g some well-informed neutral observ-
lers in Paris there is a fear lest a solution such as
| the French envisage will involve the ruin of
| Europe and destroy the standard of living for a
| century,
I

GENERAL

Superficially, France is far more normal
than Britain, The blackout in Paris is a
casual affair, Shop-windows are shaded, but
show enough light to make any London air-raid

warden die of heart failure, ‘There is no
difficulty in moving about after dark, and no
one carries either gas-mask or torch, With the
solitary exception of coffee, short for a few
weeks but now again in good supply, and the
institution of two meatless davs a week, there
has been no hint of food shortage and there is
no rationing. An applicant for the renewal of
his monthly petrol permit, asking for 100
gallons for the month was told he “could have
up to 250 gallons if he wanted it", Travellers
need “safe conducts; there is a plague of forms
and permits, but for those who know only
Paris, war-time London would come as a pro-
found shock,

Beneath the surface, however, the picture is
different. One point which should be borne in
mind is that, with 5,000,000 men mohilised,
the war is hitting everyone in France, Men
who held good positions are serving in the
ranks at 2} francs a day. Their wives receive
8 francs a day allowance if they have no income
or cash in hand. Dependants of those mobilised
need not pay any rent or rates if living on the
infinitesimal army allowance—on which it is
Justabout possible for afrugal French housewife
to keep alive. Thus nearly every family is direct-
ly affected to a degree unknown in Britain—
which in turn assists m_;_tcﬁgl_lg in the formation
of public _opinion _favouring g
ﬁ&d_utp. with no mistake about it this time.

Newws-Letter Figures.—Increase for the week 312.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Members of the K-H News-Letter Service
It can be sent either us Ist CLASS mail |

in
Inles, the Empire, U.5

POST FREE IN EACH CASE
once & week ﬂum

, ind & Zjd. stamp to other overseas

and 5
war time for

1t clasa mail 1 in

m‘ mﬂﬂﬁﬁmmmmﬂlﬂ“nurmhmm.
Hl.m-uﬂw‘rﬁ| stamp cost 10/- post fres
L] L]

ﬁ-Mduﬁra:ﬁhmE' the above

fram

Remlittances 52 letters
U.5.A, and Canada

26 letters

m_m pt of 4 letters,

Tates in oach case.
£6.00

ﬂm{ﬂ;}: Iid-whn{u
¥our Subscription is returned in full if you are disatisfied

| MMU?M"MH"WW 26 Letters and
Bupplements, 3/6 post free (46 overseas),

Specially reduced rates are quoted for schools and firms = BOUND YOLUMES: humm?[?%uf&bgmmu: Vals, I

desirous of becoming *
letters under 1 cover,
Back numbers 3d. each, post free.

subscribers”, e, 3 to 1
nnlpphﬂliun. el

1-26), 11 (27-52), 111 (53.78), IV V (105-129),
| Vi soa s, vii (SN S e e ’
| BANKERS' ORDER Forms are available on request,

Pleass sand remittances and all communications to 1
K-H MEWS-LETTER SERYICE, HARTFIELD HOUSE, HEADLEY, BORDOMN, HAMNTS, ENGLAND
mm“hmwmmﬂh:‘nﬂmﬁﬂhwhmuw Department, K-H News-Latier Service

on Hants, Engls

NoTe—There are thres pumbers on 1he envelope in which you receive this letier,
h-q:,m.s ?ﬁ“"‘ figure shows you st wh

of the News-Lotter at which your currest subscription
sabscription explres unbem you have sent us 2 Bankers’ Order,

The first i yous I:rrnmu} number. ‘The second is ithe pumber
h number of the News-Letter your cument

strong '_

T —
—_



Bk,
“The assertion of truth, the unveiling of illusion, the dissipationjo f];ar; i
the m.fargemml and instruction quen 's hearts and mindt,”

FIRST CLASS MAIL EDITION Hos 180

X K-H NEWS-LETTER W

W DAY &
bl )4 e 4

3 3 :
! & Tk !!J_. ---w&..
g A ’/ i . !

———r

e

: i Jcr

HARTFIELD HOUSE, HEADLEY, EGRD;:}N, HANTS, ENGLAND

2nd February, 1940.

L]

Dear MEMBER,

In the lull which many people expect will be ended with the coming of
Spring,* two questions are urgent. The first is our relations with the neutrals; the
second includes the position of Finland, her ability to maintain her defences against
the Russians, and the consequences of her defeat,

Although some of the neutrals have been making money out of the war,
others have had to face heavy losses in shipping, trade and human life. For the
neutrals in the latter position, there is a deep and genuine sympathy in this
country, and a desire to lessen the hardships which the war has forced upon them.

From the stand-point of economic war, the neutral countries of Europe
should have been strictly rationed on 3rd September, 1939, in the quantities of oil,
minerals and other vital commodities which they would be allowed to import from
overseas. Such a plan would no doubt have been welcomed by some governmental
departments, such as the Admiralty and the Ministry of Economic Warfare, who
were particularly concerned with the problem of supplies for the enemy. There
was, however, the feeling in this country that our treatment of the neutrals should
be on the most generous basis and in accord with the principles for which the
Allies had gone to war, Consequently, the British Government forebore to ration
the neutrals, but sought to arrive at freely negotiated agreements.

The methods pursued by the Nazis to force the neutrals to break off all
economic relations with the Allies are of a very different character. They include
propaganda campaigns, war of nerves (as exemplified in the case of Holland and
Belgium, which have had to keep large numbers of men under arms at great cost to
the State) and indiscriminate mine, submarine and aerial warfare both on the high

*Our opinion is that the deadlock is likely to continue,



seas and even in neutral territorial waters. These depredations on neutral ship-
ping are so ruthless and frequent that they are apt to be regardad as an accepted
method of warfare. They are barbarous and completely without justification in
terms of international law or morality. A typical example of the Nazi methods is
that of the Dutch vessel Sliedrecht.

According to Pieter Brons, the mate of the Skiedrecht, a German submarine
signalled to her to stop and have the ship’s papers sent over. The vessel was then
150 miles west of Ireland and the weather stormy. The small boat was launched
and Brons and four others rowed across. After examining the ship’s papers the
submarine commander said he would have to sink the Skiedrecht and gave only half-
an-hour to abandon ship, in spite of the fact that it was a neutral ship bound for a
neutral port. “We then asked him to take us aboard the submarine”, said Brons,
“and trapafer us to another vessel, but he refused, saying that he had no room.
Before=we-returned-to our ship, the submarine commander warned us that if we
gave any distress signals we would be immediately sunk without further vgmmg
The sea was so rough that we took nearly half-an-hour to row back tothe Sliedrecht
and we only had time to yell to thnsc on board to abandon ship as she was going to
be sunk. The r rcmammg twrnt}r-a:x members of the crew launched the lifeboat.
Soon afterwards the submarine fired a tﬂrpedu which nxpluded with a terrific flash.
We tried to get near the other lifeboat to take off some of the crew, as she was over-
loaded, but we could not reach her on account of the high seas. We saw her signal-
ling in the darkness. The submarine also saw her signalling and fired a warning
shot across the boat. When dawn came the other boat had disappeared.” The
Sliedrecht was torpedoed on the evening of 16th November. The five survivors,
too weak to crawl out of the boat, half starved and numb with cold, were picked
up by a British vessel on the morning of 23rd November. Many neutral ships
have been sunk without any warning whatever by Nazi U-boats.

The methods of the Allies in their treatment of the neutrals have been far
removed from brutnhtma such as the Skedrecht case. But the time has now come
for some firmer action on our part In his speech a fnrtmght ago Mr. Churchill
hmtad to the neutrals that their interests also lay in the recognition of what totali-

wnrmmsandofw]mﬂmrfuturemxghtbmfthzﬂmnfﬁeﬁlhmwmm
be lost, Caught between the Allied and the Nazi war machines, the position of these
neutrals is unplﬂunt, but they must realise that the i interests of the Allies cannot
be allowed to suffer just because the Nazis exert ruthless pressure upon neutrals.

Thﬂnuutmlug:lznwm&llwdmnmﬁmd control and the reprisal
measures to reduce e giving their sympathetic con-
mnahwldﬁasmﬂphrﬁythuthpymmm ke sacrifices if the
ideals which we are supposed to share are to be preserved. e



The Allies have and are endeavourin to make trade agreements with
neutrals, murd:rtdﬁﬁythmn:dhodufwﬁjm%mmtth:mﬁﬂm of
the neutrals as sources of supply for Germany.

Failing the conclusion of such agreements, the Allies will inevitably have to
ration these neutrals in terms of their imports from overseas and to bring other
forms of économic pressure to bear on them to prcw:nf them becoming, willingly
or unwi]lmgljr. the lmnmphoqs of Nazism.

regi:detheﬁ:ﬂencmpmtuu ngalnxtourmhlngmaﬂl,thchqnut
course is to say to the Americans: “'Of course, fyuuwmttuputthehmhmtuua.
ynum,ﬁutﬂoyuurdlfymtmmbcdefﬂmd? Weueﬁghungguwt:mmd
you know ﬂ, and if we are beaten, do you seriously i :maqmc you can be indifferent
to Gﬂmm colonies in the West Inl:hca or wnruld you g0 to war to prevent such an
event taking plm?"

Turning to the question of Finland, e include in the EupPlemI:nt to this
News-Letter an account of the Finnish pm.:m:-n b}r one who has just paid a visit to
that country. The Finns 4eacw¢ the fullest praise for the gallant fight thqr have
put up agamzt cvr.rwilﬂmmg numbem hut how long can Finland hold out, and
what are the likely ocmoquenma if she is beaten?

ussia’s 180 millions, Finland has a population of 3,800,000, out of
which she can mobilize a ﬁgimng force of 300,000 to 400,000 men. Up to some
Finland had lost 10,000 killed and wounded, which means a more serious
loss Foaﬁrthan the many more casualties suffered by the Russians.

The Finns themselves are moderately confident that, unless the Russians’
winter offensive dm'eiopa on 4 grcnl;e: scale than has been the case up to now, thcy
can hold out for three or four months. By the end of Apﬂl or ml;r in May, sprmg
is normally far enm:lg;: ndmtccﬂ to malm conditions favourable for the fuiI fume of
Russia’s weight being hurled ag_mm-‘t the Finnish dcfmdm.

" We estimate that the minimum requirements of the Finns are 70,000 men
and 400-500 fighting planes, in addition to ammunition and other vital a.upplm
This help muatru:i'ﬂ'mhnd before the big Russian push begins. Anti-aircraft
Fmaqclunnaedud,bmuu. Eﬂcﬂwymmbeofgmtmmmm
mpuﬁn:ommlﬁc}-&ngﬁth u'jrmtmhlgmdthepopuhnontmumlll

nmdnutbebrukmuﬁ,?heﬂ]lu
anﬂmhunm!hdptnl“mhnd The Finns are confident
thatmthwmmpmﬁc:huﬁumﬂwnﬂimdcufﬂnmymdSwndmwmﬂdpm
vent volunteers nmmofw&nmmcbmgthmthmughsmndwu
Il'ideqﬁh is not sent, the Finnish plan is to retire as slowly as possible
towards the south-west coast of Finland. The Finns hope that by making use both




of the natural defences ufthsmuntryandthnirfmﬁﬁudpmitiumﬁw]rwﬂlbenhlc
to hold up the Russian advance until suﬂ':cimtﬁ:mhubempin:dinwhichm
transport the non-fighting population into Sweden and Norway.

The Finns have no doubt that if their country is over-run, it will be colonised
by the Bolsheviks and it will never again be possible to re-create an independent
Finnish nation or culture. Their young man-power woyld be gone, since it will
ﬁghttnth:h.ﬂ,mdthnoldmm. the women and children evacuated to Scandin-
avia, will be assimilated by the people of those countries.

What effect would Finland'’s defeat have upon the war against Nazi Ger-
many? This is a very big question indeed and cannot be answered in a few lines. J{ f
We do not know whether Hitler and Stalin have made a deal to divide up Scan- Jy
dinavia, on the analogy of the Fourth Partition of Poland. We only know that if
this should turn out to be the case, the centre of gravity of the war would probably
not be found on the Maginot and Siegfried lines.

1f we were pressed to do some guessing, we should say that it is more likely

' that there will be “developments” in either or both the Middle East or Secandinavia
in the autumn of 1940 or spring of 1941 than in the next few months.

In the absence of more information, we adhere to our previously expressed
view that Stalin’s immediate objectives are Russia's 1914 frontiers. If we are Wrong
and a defeat of Finland were followed by a joint Russian-German assault in Scan-
dinavia, it is worth remembering that though the Nazis might hope to get addi-
tional naval bases, we might hope to attack Germany from the North and open up
the Baltic. We might also hope that so monstrous an event as the invasion of Scan-
dinavia would produce a powerful effect on U.S. public opinion and perhaps cause
the Dutch and Belgians to realise that the hour of destiny had come.

In the meantime, the Finnish economy has been able to carry on. The war
has prevented the normal amount of timber and Jumber being cut, but the great
industries of pulp, paper and cellulose have been able to go on producing amounts
but little less than their normal output. Germany, in spite of her relations with
Russia has continued to buy what she wanted from Finland. What she did not
want, she has tried to prevent the Finns from sending to the outside world. Finnish
and other vessels carrying exports have to seck safety from the submarine and
mine by steaming at night through the territorial waters of Sweden and Norway.
A voyage which took 7-10 days in peace time, now requires 20-30.

Yours sincerely,
o Nawrt. folll Serriee.
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FROM THE NOTE BOOK

Canadian Elections.—There is no imperial signi ce in the sudden an-
nouncement of the Canadian Prime Minister to hold a general election in March.
Mr. Mackenzie King’s Government, and his Liberal followers, wholeheartedly
nu;;f:ort the Allied cause. The Conservatives under Dr. Manion, the official Leader
of the Opposition, promise to increase Canada’s war effort. There are two smaller
Opposition groups: the Social Credit Party, which approved the decision to declare
war, but urged the conscription of men and money; and the C.C.F. (Canadian
Commonwealth Federation) which was divided on the question of participation.
There are some “isolationists” among the French-speaking ]pnpulatiun of Quebec
(shown by the provincial election of last autumn to be a small minority) and among
the followers of the C.C.F. The disunity of the C.C.F. on this point was manifest
during the special session of the Canadian Parliament last Autumn when the Leader
of the Partv, Mr. Woodsworth, said in the House that his convictions prevented him
from supporting Canada’s entry into the war, but that in this he spoke only as an
individual, and he wished his followers to feel free to follow the ictates of their
conscience.

An election would have to be held by the autumn of this year, at the latest,
unless Parliament, on account of the war, passed a bill ﬂlonﬁi.ng its life beyond the
constitutional period of five years. Mr. Mackenzie King has alwa%,'s insisted he
would never do this. His reasons were as follows: during the war of 1914-18, Sir
Robert Borden, the Conservative Prime Minister at that time, pro to the
Liberal Leader, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, that the term of Parliament should be extended
for an additional year. Sir Wilfrid agreed on condition that no seriously contentious
measures were introduced during that period. Under pressure of events in Europe,
Sir Robert Borden introduced Conscription. This action was regarded by the
Liberal Leader as a serious breach of faith. Conscription was bitterly opposed in
French Canada and this episode has never been forgotten. The old wound still
rankles in Canadian public life and the word “Conscription” is anathema to the
majority of French adians amongst whom it can still be used with good effect
against the Conservative g

The reasons for an immediate calling of a General Election are to be found in
Mr. Mackenzie King’s political strategy and in the attacks of Dr. Manion, Colonel
Drew, the Ontario Conservative r, and Mr. Hepburn. The latter is the
Liberal Premier of Ontario who has waged a bitter political feud with Mr. Mackenzie
King. All three urge greater vigour on the part of the Canadian Government in the
prosecution of the war.

In the elections of 1935, the Liberals won 178 seats out of 245, by far the
largest majority any Canadian Government has ever enjoyed. In the by-elections
which have since occurred, they have gained two more seats from the Conservatives.
The Opposition at present is not united and the probability is that Mr. Mackenzie
King's ernment will be returned in the coming elections.

American Steel—United States steel production in 1939 was just under
5unﬁlﬁmmuagairmtm3¢miuiuntummlggﬂ. This is believed to be double
the output of Germany, which is the second largest world producer. The 1939 out-



put of steel in the U.S.A., which just failed to establish a new peak, involved an
average operating rate of 7o per cent. of the total capacity of the mills.

Sarawak.—A member writes to us from Sarawak: “We are too far off here
to feel the full stress of war, but there are difficulties in obtaining some of the more
essential kinds of goods, for example, manufactured articles of metal, Saw-millers
here, find it impossible to obtain fresh saws. In addition, trade in general with

urope is upset. New regulations in work resulting from the war tend to be irksome
se we can only realise with diﬂ'icu]rly in this delightful but far removed spot
how important they are as part of the whole war effort.’

Baptismal Problem.—An M.P, was puzzled on receiving the following com-
munication. “Dear Sir, In answer to your letter about my family, I write to say 1
had six children. One of them died, but the parson christened him on an envelope.”

Road Accidents—Some startling figures have been given in the House of

mons concerning casualties on the roads since the outbreak of war, The Mini-

ster of Transport stated that 4,133 persons were killed during the period from

15t September to 31st December, as against 2,494 in the corresponding months of

last year. Of this total 2,657 were trians, an increase of 117 per cent, In the

i ion which followed one M.P. claimed that s0me 100,000 men, women and

children had died as a result of road accidents during the past twenty years, while
injured numbered between 4 and 5 million.

Women's Auxiliary Air Fome.—-A]; roximately 11,000 women are serving in
the W.A.AF. To date £16 has been allowed towards the uniforms of officers of
this force, the total cost of which averages £38. The Government grant in this con-
nection is shortly to be increased to £30. Women pilots engaged in flying aircraft
from factories to aerodromes are paid a basic salary of £280 a year, plus consolidated
flying pay at the rate of £8 a month.

Entertainment.—Last year Britain imported some f10 million worth of
motion picture films from the U.S.A. The cinema provides a popular source of
entertainment particularly in time of war, but the importation of films from foreign
countries also raises the problem of the conservation of our foreign exchange.

Poland—We have just received information of an indisputably authentic
character that the German Government has been making strenuous but ineffective
attempts to find a few Poles whom they could count upon to fill the role of Polish
representatives in a puppet administration,

Hitler's Speech—It is interesting to note that for reasons of personal securi
the fact that the Fuehrer was to make a speech on the seventh anniversary of h%
becoming Chancellor was kept a strict secret up to the last moment. As Tegards
the speech itself, its lies and threats are hardly worthy of serious comment.

5.—We invite you to try the experiment of taking out a group sub-
seription of the K-H News-Letter for your people. The rates are as follows:
6 copies 1/- per week. 25 copies 3/6 per week, 100 copies 8/ per week.
1z, zall_' " " 50 s.lr_ " " 250 ISJL" " "
We believe that employees will appreciate your action in this ms{:ccx and that
i help to

by giving them opportunity of seeing a each week you will form an
enllgglht:gnad public opinion. B



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FINLAND.

SIm,

1 have just returned from a short visit to
Finland, a country I know well and where [
have many friends and possibly you may be
interested to know the general trend of public

opinion there,

The Finns feel they are fighting not anly for
their ind but for the same principles
as the British Empire, namely, the preservation
of western democracy, and also acting as
a shield to Scandinavia against Bolshevik
aggression. If the published war aims of
Llﬁﬁllieu represent the truth, it seems to
them impracticable for two of them—the
recreation of lbl:nlinh state, and iieungnn of
aggression—to be accomplished unless Russia,
as well as Germany, is brought to her senses.

At the present time, the entire life of the
country is being dislocated by incessant air-
raids, and as the few fighting aeroplanes avail-

the neutral states do not rally to her side in her

cmm!suplmn ion. One answer to this
estion 18 that states are not sure what
E'uid on from the Allies, and

thc‘y ecould
}heru lm&:lntmnwrmum:!ﬂlg
udgnd i a great extent
amount :}'mmaidgimmlhennlyrmlu
eountry which so far has had the courage to
take up arms for the same principles as the
Allies. The question is, can mllm even for
their own allow the heroic nation to be
over-run by the Russians? If not, aeroplanes
must arrive within the next few weeks.
Yours faithfully,
R. C. ErLioTT,

Nykiping, Sweden.

22nd , 1940,

BRITISH AND DOMINION TONNAGE.

SIR,

In your News-Letter Supplement 182,
u.udm'tit heading Losses at Sea, you compare
the losses of 117 British ships of 421,404 tons
with a total of British and Dominion tonnage
of 21,000,000, ;

The use of such a basis of comparison can
only mislead. Similar comparisons misled
the Government Departments themselves
during the last War, and it was not until the
end of the ywﬂ}glﬂ m tl:nuMn:lnnh:a of
carrying power of our tile was
hrwgh%‘humamthm. when it was almost too
late.

The figure of 21 million gross tons which is
commonly as being the strength at the
outbreak of wﬁﬁj the Bﬂ?fhmmuf Imﬂnw
is that of the mnnlg ps tons

, including those on the UK.
all Dominion and Colonial

craft, pilot boats, ferry boats, pleasure steamers,
wmm.ua.mum :
in of the Empire it includes similar



with the extent of losses due to enemy action These totals are, however, subjeet to deduction of:
(a) Those few very large passenger ships which are

serves no useful purpose. - :

In the mlc:.ﬂit?:m it has from time to time m‘“""‘m[?,h..“-"““‘dup;"“‘”“'““"“"“““’ i

made of the availability of tonnage under the ) ﬁ::q Tﬂuﬁl:m::u“:::u of ships whﬂ I:lv:

Biah g for the SCLE oL sl S ol o 90
] 8.

Steam Ship Owners' Association has taken as And to addition of: .

the relevant criterion the ships on the UK. ELF:}'TWEM Eross mﬁﬁlx

register of 2,000 tons gross and upwards. used by us for trading purposcs; :

Broadly speaking that criterion is accurate in %ﬂﬂmﬁ Ko R e Whaps et

relation to overseas mmg: outside home 00 ey

trade limits, i.e., excluding short sea trades i:-l Ships l;léﬂgusht into commission since 1st. Sep-

with the Continent. It is true that it errs on
the side of caution inasmuch as ships of  The final result, making allowance for the
between, say, 1,500 and 2,000 tons groaa are items mentioned in the preceding X’“E“Ph'
employed in the trade between the U.K. and approximates to a total of 154-16} million
the countries bordering the Mediterrancan, —gross tons comprising 2,500/2,700 ships; com-
but these are comparatively few in number and pared with the conception of a total of 21
do not impair the broad accuracy of the state- million gross tons cumgrining 8,977 ships.
0

ment that for the purpose of the calculation in urs faithfully,
question, 2,000 tons gross is the proper starting Avrrep BooTh,
i Chatrman af the Liverpool and Landon
War Rishs Inpurance Association

point.
On that basis the material figures, on the
latest information available to the Association, Cunard Building, Liverpool, 3.

ie., as at 30th MNovember, are as follows: 15t January, 1940.
As &t 16t September, 1939, the ships of 2,000 tons st i
Eou and upwards on the U.K. rcgi.-ter_mullud
475 in number and 15,822,000 tons in gross EVACUATION

meﬁsm totals h‘u‘f to beldudut:r.td |$u by Jahm received a large mumber of letters on
e e i perils since lst September, i ‘qw:ﬁmﬁmmeﬂnsw&auﬂwuduﬁﬂm
ﬂ:f.m % *1 'h:“f lﬁ-i,-:,;m m:‘ '“ o and far micer story about Evacuation than that

described by Miss Janet D. Early in the letter we

Aol of $ . . 38000 . w  published on 12th January.
Lo 512,416, , 15494000 , Tue EpiToR.
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March 5, 1840,

Conf Memo to "Naval Person” (imerican Embassy-Lendon)
Prem the President

Attached is mere to Pronident from Adolph Berle-larch &, 1240
Bot Prosident's message to Naval Perascn

SesiBerle---Drawer 1=1540
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

March 8, 1940

¥y dear Mr, President:

Several days ago you asked Mr. Loog to have the
Department furnish figures which would indicate the
nunmber of persons in Europe who are or who might in
the future be destitute or in need of food beeauss of
the war - east of the Rhine and west of the Rhins.

Proposed legislation now pending in the House of
Hepresentatives provides for an appropriation of from
ten million to twenty million dellars for relief in
Poland.

There is also pending in Congress & bill to
gend aid to the people in Czechoslovakla., In addition
to Czechoslovakis there are hundreds of thousands of
needy persons in varlous countries of Europe.

It has been difficult to tabulate sxact figures.
But there is attached o statement showlng by countries
the present needy and the possible future needy,

geographieally
The Freslident,
The White House.
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geographically divided east of the Rhine, west of
the Rhine, and the Near East.

0f course you will understand that these are not
exaot figures but are estimatea based on the best
information which we have.

These figures are for confidentisl information
and use. Publication of them or even the use of them
in letters which might find their way to the publie
would sesm to be inadvisable.

There is alsc attached a summary of the cost of
relief during the last war and during the reconatruoction
period which followed. I have enclosed this with the
thought that it might afford a geod basis for estimating
the cost to the American Govermment of proceeding with
a policy to feed the stricken people of the war area,

Falthfully yours,

Estimte of war-relief needs;
Emr{ of relief costs during
the World War.

Enclosures:



March 7, 1940.

The attached table presents eatimates (1) of the number of
parsons at present in need of relief in Europe and the Near East
beocnuse of war conditions and [2) of the number of such persons
who may be in need of relisf from sources outside their respec-
tive countries before or et the end of the present Eurcpean con-
flict. The estlmates have been prepared for use in considering
the guestion of the extension of aid by the Government of the
United Statea to the population of Folend which is now before
the Congress in the form of several different bills. It 1s
submitted in that conneetion that thils CGovernment should, in de-
ciding to send relief to hungry and destitute people in one case,
contemplate the adoption of the practice irrespective of the
locality, rece or religion of people in other cases who may
subsequently stand in need of relief as a result of WAL .

The estimates given under (1) in the table uaﬁdnrivrd from
feotual material,

Under (2) the figures glven are believed to be the meximum
for each country. The total for the countries east and west of
the Rhine is 167,100,000, It is hardly conceivable, however,
that it should so transpire that all the countries listed would
have such enormous relief problems as those indicated before or
at the end of hunt-ilj,t..ins pince some of them may not become
theatera of the war, and since the victors are likely to fare
somewhat better than the vanquished and the smeller Fowers which
mey fall a victim to ome or other of the larger belligerents.
Many determining factors, including weather conditions, methods

of
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of warfare employed, amount of consideration shown for the
eivilian populations, extent of areas inecluded in military
operations, internsal revolutions, vagaries of dictators, and
80 forth, cannot be fully evaluated in advance. The figures
get forth, therefore, should not be regarded as reliable bases
for relief planning.

By "persons in need of relief from sources outside thelr
respeotive countries™ 1s meant those living in a country
unable from its own rescurces to satisfy thelr elsmentary
nesds for food, clothing and shelter and not in & position,
because of lack of purchasing power, to obtain the where-
withal for supplying such needs by making purchases in other
countries.

The atteched table is, of course, of an extremely ocon-
fidentisl neturse. Its publication not only would embarrass
this Government in its relations with various European countries,
but might give rise to oriticlsm in this country, against which,
in wiew of the necesserily conjectural neture of the figures
glven, there might be difficulty of defense.

A second table is attached as of possible interest, show-
ing the amount and wvalue of food and relief supplies delivered
to the Buropean countries during the World War and Heconstrue-
tion Pericd as taken from a book deseribing the operations gf
the organizations under the direction of Mr. Hoover from 1914

to 1924



L st March 7, 1940.

ESTIMATE OF WAR-RELIEF NEEDS

o

Present Fosslble
East of the Ehine _Needy e
Albania 100,000
Bulgaria 2,000,000
Czechoslovakia 5,000,000
Danmark 1,500,000
Eatonia )
Finland 600,000 2,000,000
20,000,000
e 50,000(1) ;*;'?'-6'%
Toaly 15,000,000
Latvia 10,000(1 1,000,000
Lithuania mo mu 700,
HM{ 1,200,000
(and Free COity
of Danzig) 7,000, 16,700,000
zs,ounu:l 6,000,000
mu, European 43,000,000
10,000(2) 2,500,000
Mtzulm 1,500,000
Yugoslavia 1.000(1) 5,000,000
Totals 7,802,000 130,100,000
Eli FPolish refugees
Finnish refugees
West of the HEhine
Belgium 6,000,000
France 1,000,000(3) 10,000,000
Great Britain 10,000,000
Netherlands 5,000,000
Portugal -
Spain 2,500,000 6,000,000
Totals 3,500,000 37,000,000
(3} French evacuees
Hear Eest
:mu 3,000,000
3,000,000
Inq 750,000
Palestine 350,000
Syria and the Lebanon 750,000
Turkey —3.500,000
; Totals 11,350,000
g GRAND TOTALS 11,302,000 178,450,000
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Summary of Food and Relief Supplies Delivered

Duping the World War and Recopstruction Period

(1914 = 1924)
RSP ¥ , | PO
Enat of the REhine:
Total Tons Total Value

Albania - = ol
Bulgaria 22,882.4 § 4,888,647.53
Ozechoslovakia 5485,134.8 116,438, 351,98
Denmark 18,812.0 2,147,089,30
Estonla 67,368,.6 £1,017,263,56
Finland 188,620.9 30,882,047,50
Germany 1,272,534.1 294, 373,602,785
Gresce 20,374.0 1,211,949,95
Hungary 21,393.5 4,607,138 ,37
Italy 7,478,780,7 799, 608,2684,01
Latvia 26,386.8 7,8850,021.69
Lithuania 12,877.7 6,980,781,39
Horway - - - =
Poland (including Free 751,136.6 200, 864,867,738

Oity of Danzig) 575.8 127,700.69
Rumanis 229,202.8 53,637,511.31
Russela, European 768,119.9 78,230,318,48
Bweden -- - =
Switzerland - - - -
Yugoslavia 27

Totals! 11,568,506.5 § 1,665,632,080.0

Weat of the Bhine:
Belgium 4,198,866.3 8§ 697,140,348.91
France B, 425,699,7 1,269, 4688,622,47
Great Britain 8,662,668,6 1,386,102,780,05
Netherlands 25,027.4 4,215,408,41
Fortugal - = - -
Bpain G E

Totals: ?1,508,262.0 § 3,578,061,249.64

Grand total: 32,858,1567.5 § 5,042,783,308,92

: These statistics are taken from the Dbook, "Amarionn Food in
the World War and Reconstruction Period", (Pages 274-276) by Burfece
and Bland (Stanford University Press) desoribing the "Operations of
the Organizations under the dlrectlon of Herbert Hoover 1914 to 1924.°
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March 12, 1940

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

FROH SECRETARY HULL

Cutlines terms of the Peace Treaty between Finland
and the Soviets.

Ses:Finloand=-Drower 4=1940




Pek N
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-
March 15, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

This is for your ejyes
only. As it 1s in seoret code
please read and return. I will
let you see the rest as soon as

1t comes in.

F. D. R.

Enclosure
A Secret Message from Navy Dept



| . ¥
TELEGRAM \:”J W

The White House ?"j 7
15WU, RA. 24~ 4:26 p.m Mashington

DeLand, Blorida, March 15, 1940
THE PRESIDENT.,

So sorry you are 1ll. I am paying the penalty now for getting
up too soon, so do be careful. Love and best wishes,

Frances Hull,

<54
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THE WHITE HOUSE :S,JL*L( g
WASHINGTON ) (7 i

_March 16, 1940. N li_"' \

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CRIM:

Dear Crim:
¥ill you please giva this

to the President sometime this morning.

.

E.Ma



e

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

3-16-40

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Secretary Hull 'phoned and said
he would like to see the President some-
time today if the President was feeling
like talking to him, but not otherwise.
I explained to the Secretary that I
would deliver this message to you

o M; W,



_March 25, 1940,

Memo to the Frésidemt from Cordell Hull

Re:returning letter of Secretary Morgenthau
relative to reconstruction survey of Finland.

Seeilorgenthau-Drawer 1-1940



April 4, 1940.

P

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM SUMNER WELLES:

~Efisl68e8 two drafts of telegrams €
Minister Gunther in Rumania for the Presidemts approval
re Colomel Beck proceeding to U. 5. at this time ete.
Attached is eopy of Sec Hulls' telegram to Gumther
of April 1, 1940 re President's desire to have con-
versation with Col. Joseph Beck--suggests he take matter
Attached is Cumthers reply of April 3, 1940 re having seen
Foreign Minister Gafemcu and his discussion about Beck
leaving the countryy also atteched is Welles letter of April
15, 1940 with copy of memo from Murphy, Charge d'Affaires at
Paris Embassy dated March 21, 1940 reporting conversation
re Beck's activities eto.

See:State Dept-Drawer 1-1940(April 15, 1940 letter)



For the President's memo of April 8, 1940

to Secretary Hull re subject of having Embassy

in Lisbon, Portugal and askinr him what he

thinks end for reply from Sumner Welles &f April 11, 1940 in
answer to the memo of April E8th.

See:State Dept-Drawer 1-1940 (April 11, 1840 letter)
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April 17, 1940,

Dear Mr. Ssoretaryi-

I, too, had heard of the spesch made
wn.m.mmuu&m.
He is, as I understand 1%, a Minister of the
Lutheran Chureh. There sesms to be no doudt that
mwn.mu;uu-mm.

In visw of his fallure
to follow the instruotions of 2tate Depart-
sent, I suggest the following procedure:

(1) That you confer with Senator
“Mﬂlﬂ‘lﬂm.ﬁ

were his original A
muun-tuuhn-.mm
them that you see o for 1%

on the the on
the ground that he falled
nmmhmm--r

renington, D. O
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

April 16, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

It ie my duty to lay before you what I consider
a serious dereliction on the part of Mr. Owen J. C.
Horem, American Minieter to Lithuania.

As you were adviged by Senator Wheeler, ¥r. Norem
made an addrese in Minneepolis while he was in the
United 8tetes on leave which wee criticized by former
Governor Benson and eaveral other credible and respon-
#ible witnesses ae beling vioclently anti-Semitie. In
addition to the communication from Senator Wheeler the
Department wae advised by Representative Bloom that he
had heard from Rebbi Wise and several othere highly
critical comment about Mr. Norem's addreas.

Mr. Norem wae pummoned to the Department where
he prepared from memory a etatement of the remarks he
nad made which were considerably at variance with the
gtatements made by those who heard hie remarks.

At the request of Representative Bloom Mr. Norem

was
The President,
The White House.
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was lnetructed to call upon the Chairman of the Forelgn
Affaires Committee of the House and to discuss the matter
with him, Mr, Norem left Washington without calling upon
Representative Bloom, Bubsequently he wae reached at hle
notel in New York and instructed to call Congressman Eloocm
on the telephone before he salled, He demurred and said
that he had dlsoussed the matter with Senntor Bhipsatead
and Senator Murray and that the latter had advised him

not to talk to Congreseman Bloom. Belng again instructed
to do 8o he gave the lmpresslon over the telephone of &
reluctance to comply with the instruction but did not de-
cline to do sc. However, hes salled from New York Saturday,
April &, without having communiocated with Mr. Hloom in con-
travention of the inetructions of the Department.

All the clroumstances of the case constitute & fla-
grant violation of the Department's standing instructiona
and of the Department's speocific instructions and are of
guch gravity thaet I feel it proper to bring the matter to
your attention.

¥ou may remember that Mr. Norem was appolnted Minlster
on the recommendation of Benator Murray of Montana and that
Senator Wheeler protested at the time ageinet hie appolnt-
meant .

Falthfully yours,

o2



THE WHITE HOUSE
WARH IHGTON

ey 10, 1840,

MEMOR REDUM FOR
TuE SECRETARY OF STATE

Plesse find out just
whet the State Departement 414
sbout this on its receipt.

F. D, R

dated May B, 1640, in I10
p:ahnmnﬂ bicycle team
Filian Vopel, which is par=
ticipating in rucen in the
U, 8., may be engeged 1o
geplonage aotivities for
GersAny .
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May 11, 1940,

I have checked into the dlsposition
of the attached telegram from Antwerp
and find that, in accordance with the
present arrangement, the information
contained in it wae forwarded yesterday
to the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon.
The information contalned in the writ-
ten deepatch, mentioned in the telegram,
will be forwarded to the Federal Bureau
of Investigation &8 soon a8 it 1ls re-

celved.

H-
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This telegram must be

oloscly paraphrased be- Antwerp
fore bring communicated
to anyone. (br) Datcd May 8, 1840

Rec'd 1:15 p.m.
Scorctary of Btate,
Washington.

38, Hay B; 4 pamts

Have obtained information from relisble source that the
Gorman profcssional bloyole team Killan Vopel, which is
now participating in recks in the United States, may be
engapged in esplonage octivitics for Cemmany. FHRrocemend
investigation, Their addriss is given pe care of Alphonat
Tordo, 344 Weat 4Bth Street, New York City, and their
manager is Horry Hendel, 126 Market Strect, Hewarl:, New
Jerseys Their former manager was recently convicted of
capionage and glven a sEveEn=ycor scntenoe by a Selglan
military court at Ghents BSte my decpetch Ho. 456.0f
Moy 6, 1040,
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Memo from FOR to Secrstary Hull--=May 24, 1940

To prepars reply to attaghed letter from Myrom C. Taylor,
Rome, 4/26/40 to the President, with attached Note Verbals,
dated 4,/28/40, handed te Mr. Taylor by the Cardinal Seorstary
. of State, regarding the umsucoessful efforts that the
“Hely Ses has been making 4o send relief to Poland, Memo
from Hull of Jume 18, attachad.

Sea:Italy folder-Drawsr 4-15940
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

JUN 5 = 1940

-

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Reference is made to your suggestion, communicated
by General Watson to Mr., Summerlin, that a letter of

introduction be issued to Major Generael John F. O'Ryan,
who is proceeding soon on a trip to Japan.

Following his cell on you, General O'Ryan called
here, said that he had given you a general idea as to
his trip and explained that he had not gone into the
details with you. He then gave us a more complete
account of the pertinent facts, of which the following
is a summary:

General O'Ryen has entered into an agreement with
Eastman Dillon and Company of New York and the Japanese
Economic Federation whereunder he is to be paid $15,000.00
and expenses to go to Japan to meke a study of economic
and finaneial conditions, especially as they pertain
to relations with the United States. The Japanese
Economic Federation is connected with the Japanese Gov-
ermment. In the recent past a number cof American
citizens who have been approached by the Japanese along
similar lines have decided against becoming involved in

projects conceived by the Japanese in furtherance of a
general
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general objeoctive of enlisting American nationals in
progedurss contributory to propagandizing, knowingly or
uninowingly, in Japan's favor in the United States and
elsewhers.

In the present inatence, we understand that the
atudy is to be made within a period of approximately
three months,

The fact that General O'Ryan has undertaken to make
this study in the empley of end for the Japansas Economio
Fedaration raises the question whether General O'Ryan
must register as an agent of a foreign prineipal and of
forelgn governments under the act approved June 8, 1938,
or whether he should file a notiflication as an agent of
a foreign government under the Espionage Act; approved
June 15, 1917. General 0'Ryan is furnishing us with a
statement on the basis of which this question can be
definitively considered.

In as much as I feel that you would wish to be
informed in regard to certain of the facts and olrcumstances
set forth above whioh may not have been brought to your
attention, I em venturing to send you this memorandum.

Under the oircumstances, I suggest that I write Mr. Grew
directly and inform him of General O'Hyan's forthooming

yisit to Japan and of the circumstances relating thersto.
In
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In so doing I would expeot to tell Mr. Grew that while

we would not desire that he give official cognizance to
General 0'Ryen's mission we should appreciate 1t 4T he
would do what he appropriately could toward making General
O'Ryan's stay in Japan pleasant and instructive. Unless
I hear from you that you wish otherwise, I contemplate
procesding ascordingly.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

qygg_s, 1840.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR REPCRT

F. D. R,

Dispatch from Amhagsador
Bullitt in re Italinn Government
transchipping to the German Govern—
went an nverage of 175,000 tons of
oil products per month and asking,
in view of lussolini's announcemnent
that ne was aobout to make war on
France and England, vhether it would
be poseible for this Governueat to
cml]l off all cupplies 1o Italy of
il and petroleum productso.

il

|
%l)f*'*”?

g |

TTE T




June 13, 1940
MEMO TO CORDELL HULL FROM FDR

Re: enclosed disatch from Johnson in Chungking in
re Japanese planes bombing Chungking---attached
is Hull's reply of June 15, and copy of statement
to Press of same date, (Dispatch from Johnson kept
by State)

See:China-Drawer 4-1540



Mamo to Welles from FOR--Jume 14, 1840

fis emclosed dispateh from Amb Bowers of June 11, 1840 re
request from Azama, the Spanish Premier and President whe is i1l in France
and wants permission to eross im Aimericoan ship with Mexico as destinntion.
Reply fro= Welles of June 15, 1940 with eopies of telegrams from Hull to
Bowers and Bullitt re sams subject,

Sae:Chile-Drawer 4=-1840 (June 14, 1940 letter)



Letter from Cordell Hull to FDR-Jume 14, 1940

Atteches memorandum as possible assistance to
President in replying to attached letter of
Mackenzie King of May 1, 1940--memo contains
principal points reised by MacKenzle King and
Hull's comments.

See:Canada=Drawer 4=1940



FDR memo to Hull and Wellss=-==e==-June lT! 19&0_

—

Re their reading the enclesed letter to FIOR from
Herbert Pell in re possibility of Spanish or Italian troops entering
Portugal to prevent the landing of British reinforcements for the
protection of Gibraltar and a demand for the use of the Azores. Hull's
reply of June 18, 1940 attached.

See:State Dept folder-Drawer 1-1940 for corres



Letter To FDR from Cordell Hull of June 18, 1940
Sl S

re; Taylors' letter and note verbale from Vatlican

See:May 24, 1940 oross ref-this folder

p5F



Latter to FDR from Hull ---= 6, 1948, enclosing preparatiom
of reply for Fres limmi'ghﬁhmwlr to hia letter to
FIR of June 28, 1840 re advissbility of preseing for legislaticn
immediately that would glve the Administration full disereticm
as to the supplies and munitions of war that may be sold

to England, The President's reply is dated July 8, 1940 but
was not sent ocut umtll July 1lth,

See:Icken=Drawer 1-1840
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July 8, 1840,

Memo from Hull to FDR attaching three memcranda relating to his
conversaticn with British Ambaspador om July 6,, 1940.

Bubjeot:SITUATION OF ERITISH IN VIEW OF COLLAPSE OF FRENCH
See:Great Eritain-Drawer 4-1940 (July 9th mémo)

ra'll e



FDR memo to Hull dated July 11, 1940 encleosing a copy
of King George's letter to him of June 22, 1940 for his

information.

See:King and Queen folder--drawer 4-1940
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" DEFARTMENT OF STATE |
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THE SECRETARY |

psF

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
I herewith attach proposed state-=

ment by you relative to the Btephen
Early publicity on the Monroe Doctrine.

¢



White House Statement

There has been such univeraal misinterpretation
end confusion with resmect to the publication growlng
out of the purported conversation with a White House
Secretary, Mr. Stephen Early, on July 6, 1940, 1in
relation to the Monroe Doctrine and ite supposed meaning
and spplication, that the White House feels constrained
to disclalm any purpose or intention that the President
should be guoted at that time on thie subject in a way
which would suggest the elightest difference or depar-
ture from the statement on the Monroe Doctrine, 1ts
interpretation and applinatiun,-as contained in the
public statement by Secretary of State Hull on July 5,
1940, after the full knowledge and spproval of the Presldent.

In view both of the widespresd misinterpretatlon
of the publicity of July 6 and of 1ts misconatructlion
as evidenced by different meanings set forth 1in different
newspapers, the President desires to and does hereby
withdraw in its entirety the statements attributed by
the vress to Mr. Early on the Monroe Doctrine on July
6, 1940. This leeves the Government of the United
States basing ite only recent utterance on the Monroe
Doctrine solely on the statement which Secretary Hull
mede public with the knowledge and spproval of the
President, on July 5, 1940.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hyde Park, N. T.,
_mi.?é._}“_'-"_-.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

If you approve, will you send
the following message to eador
Eennedy:

are in constant consultation with
me here and the daily devel ta
have had to be clpl.I{l.d 1y
4o Lothian.

There is no t of

I should be glad to have you
explain to former Naval person that
I am totally precluded from giving
away any Government veesels

and that latest covers
both angles, British and .
D tnrd, dffJnmat - rwﬂ(ﬂ-w ndent €
x ST

o

)



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-3-

It is essentialdy that two of
seven bases be donated by free will
and accord of Great Britain and that
other five bases be transferred by
Britain in consideration of simultaneous
transfer by us of fifty destroyers.

Don't forget that you are not
only not a dummy but are essential to
all of us both in the Government and

in the Nation.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT"



COPY Egg } ._

uguet 1, 1040

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I attach:
(1) Copy of the note to be signed by Lord Lothian;
(2) Copy of my reply;

(2) A rough draft of a message to Congress(identical
sommunications to be sent to both Houses);

and

(4) Copy of the aide-memoire which I handed to Lord
Lothian on August 29 and of the Embassy's reply.

As we agreed yesterday, the exchange of notes
regarding the hases will be signed on Monday.
Hull
(In longhand the following was added)

;hnra is agreement, but delay until Monday about Fleet matter
Par. 4)

L]
¥

by : p———
oy B L g e anl W Ao e frned A
g T |

b

| !’_?‘s S ¢

A 4

L

/ Y| g
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Memo from Cordell Hull to FDR-Sept 13, 1840
Attaches memo of his conversation with Henry Haye
in belief FDOR will want to read befores he sees
Amb Haye when he makes his formal call.

Sea:France folder-Drawer 4-1940
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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WASHINGTON

September 19, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I am getting rather fed up with
the continuing German demand that
we olose American Consulates General.
This one about Prague ls an un-
warranted act, and the only thing
*lal:ni;“|b Germans understand 1s a reply in
kind.

I think you might consider,

therefore, that we send work to
that the closing of the Prague

Congulate General is not understood
by us, as Prague 1s an important
center of trade, and that we,
therefore, see no reason why vis-a-vis
Prague, we should not ask for the
immediate olosing of the German
Consulate General in Chlcago.

F. D. R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 24, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Please read this correspondence.
What do you think of sending Bill
Phillips the enolosed letter?

The problem is that if Bill
resigns now or in November or
December, we will have to leave
the I:lhuz.in Rome open because
it cannot filled unless we
recognize the K of Italy as
Emperor of Ethiopia, eto. There-
fore, I hesitate to have Bill
resign. Can we give him some
1ight work that will justify his
remaining Bn this country?

r. ni li

For original of this memo with enswer from Hull
and FDR's letter to Phillips of Sept 24th, Welles
letter to STE of Sept 18, 1940 and letter ffom
Phillips sister, Mrs, Andrew J. Peters.

See:Italy folder-Drawer 4-1940



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September E4, 1940.
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you spesk to me
about thia?

F. D. R.
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASH INGTON
Sept. 21, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The attached letter of the British Ambassador to me,
dated September 19, 1940, le gself-explanatory. You will
obeserve that the Ambassador le harking back to earlier
conversations which sound more like Col. Stimson talking
than the Ambassador (who by the way has had a recent
conversation with Col., Stimson on this gubject, as per
our suggeetion).

I think it important that the Ambaseador be agaln
disillusioned with respect to any definite, much less
binding, commitments in connectlion with these two or
three iteme which he mentions. I recently sald tc him
over the telephone that the questlon of any speclal
terms 1n regard to the purchase and tranefer of these
items, so far as I knew or could ascertain, le solely
one of what you may see it on your own voluntary
initiative to do.
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Beptember 25, 1640
Ky dsar Mr. President:
In samplisancs with your request of Septenber 18,
I snoloss a dAraft of a possible reply to the communioa=
tion wvhieh you have received from Pope Plus XII, whish
is returned herewith.
Faithfully yours,
garaell Tl
Enolopure:
1.Draft.
2,.Communieation from
Pope Pius XII.
Thne Precident,
The White Houme.
2z, P
. o & '.z 7 3 .(/ i 4""' : fz' -"/4::*
?;,;':f_ﬂ,,_ ¥ L ;_f-.- .-'f:f_/',j



UFFLCIAL CO WA TIONE T
BECAETARY OF STATE
WA T, DT \J

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Gt7-19¢

MEMORANDUK FOR THE PRESIDENT

With reference to your memorandum of Cctober 4th
regarding the renlacement of the Poligh Ambaesador, the
following telegram wae recelved from London dated Septem-
ber 2let: "EEREFSRE—SONFERENLLAL.,

"POLISH FOREIGN MINISTER INFORMS ME POLISH
GOVERNMENT IN LONDON DESIRES TO APPOINT MONSIEUR JAN
CIECHANOWSKI, FORMER POLISH MINISTER IN WASHINGTON
AND AT PRESENT SECHETARY GENFRAL OF THE POLISH FOREIGN
OFFICE, AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIFOTENTIARY
TO THE UNITED STATES AND REQUESTS ME TO ASCERTAIN
WHETHER THIS APPOINTMENT WOULD BE AGREEABLE,

"MONSIEUR ZALEWSKI ADDS THAT COUNT POTOCKI IS NOT
AWARE THAT IT IS PROPOBED TO REPLACE HIM."

The same day Ambassador Biddle received the following
telegram from the Minister of Forelgn Affairs of the Polish
Government in London:

"HAVE TODAY ASKED AGHEEMENT FOR CHICKEN TO
REPLACE GEORGE STOP CUH GOVERNWMENT ATTACHES GREAT
IMPORTANCE TO THIS APPOINTMENT DESIRING TO ACTIVATE
WORK EMBASSY AT PRESENT ALSC TO HAVE REPRESENTATIVE

WHO
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WHO HAS WITHESSED EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENTS SINCE BE-
GINNING OF WAR STOP WE RELY ON YOUR INTIMATE UNDER-
STANDING OF SITUATION AND REQUEST YOUR WHOLEHEARTED
SUPPORT IN OBTAINING AGREFMENT STOP WARMEST REGARDS
THANKS."

The most important vpoint in the telegram Mr. Biddle
received from Forelgn Secretary Zaleski is the desire of
the Poliegh Government in London "to ectivate work st Embessy
at present" and the great importance they attached to the
new aprolntment for thls purpose.

To our knowledse the Pollish Government in London
have durling recent months been desirous of launching a
gampaign in the United Etates among persons of Polish
origin for the following purposes:

(1) Recrultment of a Polish leglon which would
have ite headousrtere in Canada but which might be
used a8 part of the American ermed forces "in the
event of our becoming involved in the war" while
pregserving its Polish character.

(2) The binding together of groups of Poligh
origin for the purpose of exerting pressure through
political chennels, particularly upon Congrees or
upon the aporooriate American Governmental authoritlies.

(3) The solicitation of funds for expenditures
for Polish natlional propaganda,

(4)
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(4) The entrance into the United Btates of preat
numbers of Pollsh refugees, meny of vhom are now 1n
Bpain, Portupal, Africs and Canada.

(5) The organization of Polish rellef with
funde from the United States along the lines desired
by offieisle of the Polish Government.

Thie Government hee taken the attitude that the
earrying on of a campalgn of the nature described ghove
would not be to the intereste of the United States. It
18 belleved that egitation snd propaganda work carried on
a bgele of nationality emong eny foreign group in the
United Statee does not promote national unity, perticularly
when such a campalgn is under the control of persons who
gre not American citizens and who are not primarily
interested in the welfore of the Unlted States.

The present Pollish Ambassador hes heen aware of the
attitude of this Government end hee been fully cooperstive.
He hae therefore teken no steps to fecllitate the inauguratilon
of the cempalen desired, and even &t times kept this Govern-
ment informed of efforts belngt made along those lines. His
fellure to encourare agitatlion among the Poles in thie
gountry and to asslst in the organization of eyetematic
work among them by Pellish officiele and citizene has caused
him to be sublected to criticlism by some elements of

Polish
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Polish groups and by members of the Folleh Government.

It 1g Teared thet Mr. Clechanoweki, who anparently is
gupported for the tmbassadorehip by croupe who favor the
garrying on of more lntense activities amonz the Poles in
this country, would follow s polliey here that would put
him in opposition to the views of thls Government. I
would consider thet 1t would be most unfortunate at thie
particulsr moment to permit any such eltustion to ariee
with ite resultant dleturbing effect on Polish thought

in this country.

T therefore, after consultation with my seslstants
gnd with Ambassador Biddle who le thoroughly conversant
with the situstion in the present Polish Government in
London and thelr desire to push forward the actlvitles
described sbove, sent for tranemission to the Polish
Government in London the following telegram on September 241

" TRE RGN TIENTIR
syoU MAY INFOHM THE POLISH FOREIGN OFFICE THAT

ALTHOUGH IN PRINCIPLE IT WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TC

THE APPOINTMENT OF MR, CIECHANOWSKI AS POLISH AMBASSADOR

IH WASHINGTON, NEVERTHELESS IN VIEW OF THE UNCERTAIN-

TIES OF THE PRESENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION THIS

GOVERNKENT WOULD PREFER NOT (HEPEAT NOT) TO RECEIVE

A NEW POLISH ANBASSADCR AT THE PRESENT TIME."

Thie

.
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Thieg meseage Ald not of couree preclude the withdrawal
at sny time of the present Polleh Arbaseador and the sub-
gequent nomination of any succeseor. In my opinion however

this wes not the moment to make a change,

= g

October 7, 1940.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 4, 1940,

PERSONAL AND GOMFEDENTIAL.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
SECRETARY OF STATE:

I am a little horrified -- because
I hear today that in regard to a request
by the Polish Government for the recall
of the present Polish Ambassador and
the sending in his place of a new ambassa-
dor, the State Department has sent a
refusal to approve the agreement.

This was not brought to my atten-
tion in any shape, manner or form and,
frankly, I doubt if it was brought to
your attentlion.

Will you be good enough to look
this up and let me know what happened?
I understand that the selection of the
Polish Government -- John Clechanowski,
used to be ambassador here, was persona
grata, speaks English perfectly and
ought to be persona grata.

The main point I would like to have
you check on was why this was turned down
by somebody in the State Department
without my knowledge.

F. D. R.



(WESTERN UMION CABLEGRAM)

1940 SEF 28 Pd 10 02

LOKDON
MLT HAMILTON FISH ARMSTRONG
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 45 EAST g5 NIO
YOUR TELEGRAM TO GENESAL SIKORSKI URGING C5 APPOINTMENT WASHINGTON
COWFIRMED OUR VIEW OF NWECESSITY SUCH CHANGE OUR REPRESENTATION AND
THE HEQUEST FOR AGHEEMENT WAS DULY MADE STOP HEGRET TO SAY THAT HAVE
RECEIVED NAGATIVE REPLY PHETEXTED BY GENERAL INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
WHICH WE BEGARD RATHER AS IMPORTANT REASON FUR PROPOSED CHANGE STOF
ATTACHING GREAT IMPORTANCE 70 THIS APPOINTMENT AND KNOWING YOUR STRONG
VIEWS OM SUBJECT WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD HELP TO OBTAIN AGREE-
MENT STOP BEST GREETINGS THANKS

EIKQHSEI ZALESKI
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Striectly Conf memo @;2"'1:’{;?9_’"5‘

Memo from Hull to FDR 10/21/40 enclesing letter to him from Butler,
Charge d'Affaires of same date with attached message from London
re information that Hitler has asked Franco to mest him on

the Spanish Frontier.

SamiGreat Britain folder-Drawer 4-=1940



Memorandum for FDR from Cordell Hull---0Oot 25, 1940
T —L

Re:attached report of Chief of Naval Intelligence, W, 8.
Anderson, 10/21/40 re EXPORT OF AVIATICN GASOLINE TO JAPAN
(Proposed 60,000 tons of gasoline)

SeeiNavy-Drawer 1=-1940{0ct 25th lettar)
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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—

THE SECRETARY

Hovember 1, 1940,
e ———

mﬂw

1 attasch herewith the data

which wo Atpoussed this

morning.
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of having ssive designs against them.

l‘.-m-ll this feot, and I lmow that mehm
The Ameriean Hll‘lﬂl;ﬂl'- They have no what-
aver of jolning senfliet, whether on the Atlantic or the
Pasific. They are M!mu to huiinrl.- (17 .

have still less oenfidence that the poliey at the

1
|

to preserve peace. And I bave ne

nmunmnn-rr Administration to protect
our peaos an SyRbEm. «s0

lnghtu of our poliey is & defense
system. I'll even go than that. Un we [
system we oannot have & mut-—-mnm.

We talked the nations in a oenference &t Manioh in
1938--as the mﬂh'm“-n. "Mugsolini's anguished
mnﬂn.muh ts appeal, had sffeotive. "

Administration was very proud of the results of that confer-
ence. The them Secretary of War made & spesch in which he declared
that "the oool mind, the skilled fingers of one man™

Mr. Roossvelt--had resolved the war erisis.

Yot every one knows how that crisis was really resclved.

Not only was Osscho-Slovakis ssorificed to Hitler, but Nurope was
at war within & year.

The faet is, that in the syes of ruthless foreign States we
are neithsr a strong nation nor a great nation. Nothing we have
te is of any oomsequence to them, Because they ses how in-
affective we have beoome. Our vast strength hes not been brought
" I'. is still .‘ order.”™ ses
It is olaimed on bebalf of this Administration that 1t saw
r» olearly than any cne else what the course of events was to
:t if 1t saw it all so clesarly, why are we in this terrible

:

1

= In 1988 Adolf Hitler ross to power. That was alasoc the year
that the New Deal took offise. But 1933 waa the whan the
Wew Deal orushed the London Eeencmie Oonference, thereby deatroy-
mhhﬂlno-tmm for the demceretic world.
New Deal
launshed an sttack aghinst oemmodi l-l:‘hﬂ
business and iﬂ-“M_' -
The resul mlmwuﬂlm at the
exsot time when our have strengthened obhar
dsmodaracies and wmmnn .
um_mmuu-n advansing. What steps did
hlﬂ.h“ﬂu“ﬂﬂ-lﬂ-nﬂlt
:.ﬁﬁ"u-nﬂn-mn to power, we spant only 9 ;
m-mu'--q-mmﬂhm:'mum
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In 1938, the of Munieh 4 L
T the outbreak of war, we spmt ealy

Qn bagis of the information that he gets from the State

present ~term ecandidate
& year ago last June, four months
before it started. But three months later, in August, he had
dene nothing abeut 1%. ...

The resson that we are unpreparsd is besauss the pressnt
Administration has yed politios with preparedness. It has
,‘h“‘ ﬂllt!.ll wl our .'t-trl TE]

Until I had built up the stremgth of America, I would re-
frain from inviting aggressive pacts t the Americam peoples.

I would eontinue my efforta to eid the hercic British pecple--
ths omly pe in the world today who are fighting with their
lives for « I would aid Britain even if 1t meant the
soms spesd in buil up our own air fleet. I
beeause the longer Bri holda out, the more time
-llhhpim"mlm‘
ver, finally,

with that of Oanada. ind I favor seonomioc co-
b @ 10 Inels of siponding pivets cutesrias: 1

an a Vi an .
ingentive to rid themselve
wm , whioh is sotive in many of them.

th these things, The time is short, and
ur-lh.-udntg . until
17 ous. And
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n-r-.ql";uu I.n:'“. that the - a0t
a0 ¥ g0 re; aggressors not
dare to atrike. ...

The fact is that the New Deal has lmown for that
we woere faced with this problem. The third-term te told

foreign quarrels and foreign Attack through sdequate defense:
o a ore [ adequate defense.
y is Oot. 4, 1040--nearly five years later. All the
demoorsciss on the Continent of Burope have collapsed. Britain
fights with her back to the wall. f=n rathless aggressors have
banded together in & paot aimed at the United States. Attack is
ocloser than ever. Amerios is still unsafe.

with the rest of

any world,
The New Deal has not laoked + In thoss five years it
has ilhﬂﬂf’”ﬂi on .
then has 1t lacked? It bas lacked the ability o get
70 has lasked & fmdsmsntal wnderstending of the ferees of
PROTUI bas lsoked s fundamental for the forces that
- s regard [ make
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Ostober 11, 1940 - Bosten Address

All around us the world is at war. All arcund us & hostile
system of government has up. The three most powerful states
have made an allianse againsat us.

The next administration will bear the awful responsibility
of keeping us at pesce.

rﬂil:lzﬂﬂmh::ﬂmhzhﬂhmmlit.

we undertake fight anybody elase's
war. Our -uh stay out .

ts or our rights. ..

ha

He seriocusly thersby dela iulifm-pog‘-. Ee dela
the proourement of teools, ﬂiﬂalﬂm.u- 1 madical 3
plies. Work on five coast defense batteries had to be abandoned.
Work on government arsenals, locking two years shead, was prevented.

A request for ammunitlion--one of our greatest deficlencles--was
out down. The Alr Pilot Training Program was cut. The construs-
tion of a vital new had te be put off.

The Amerioan want those 8, end they want them
now. Unless they get them and wet them quickly, their future is

danger

I say that this is irresponsible government. ...

None of us is so simple &8 to think that Hitler 1s planning
at this moment to send an expeditionary foroe aoross the Atlantie

is so blind e that he has de
8 as ‘-L ll'lllll

us
. We kmow, he has said so many times t he hates
> i-ir h-uylh-luuh

Ameries, his own system of blood and tyranny camnet surviwe for-



-6-

I am resolved--ind I kmow that you are resolved--to deo
[ in our power to strengthen those herole BEritish people.
But t wo must solesmly undertake to fohieve unity our-
selves. We must Amoriss together. We must come toge
with & full unders of what is at stake for ocur demcereatio
institutions. We must work with each other snd for essh other to
make our demcocracy strong.

Oateber 15, 1040 - Buffale Address
“""%“ﬂﬂ“ ”.-_““m

of how the New " its Seerstary of
sury, have cbstructed our afforts. ...

We now find oursslves in a defenseless omdition and subjeoted

and prolonged + Why?! Becauss this 8=

tration ulnwur.rhulm‘.d..

Underlying ate omuses , prosrastination
and failure is the inability of the New Deal to that
our defenss upen the same thing that our time seour-

Setebep 17, 1040 ~ 80. lewis Address

We may perhaps take oomfort im the faot that Japan ls very
far awsy. We may perhaps also take comfort in the recent intima-
tion by the Japane se Foreign ¥inister that the new allisnce is
not really aimed at us. We deeply hope that he le &,

Nevertheless, in the light of the record, we must view that
alliance with ound misgl 8. We cannot afford to assume

that it is m‘h-ll e be on our  mEw
Iamin t with meny of the basie international objec-
’lhn of this strétion at the present time. I shall return

to some of those objeatives in a moment, to define them.

But I wish to make it plain tonight that I do not Ghink
New Deal has been either wise or affestive in fors affairs. I
do not believe that it has contribubted to s I it
bas contributed to war. And I believe it done so because of
& fundamental misunderstanding--4 fundamsntal failure to under-
stand--ths role that Amsriea must play smong the nations of the

& aam

The role of the Thited Stetes among the nations is not the

sattlement of disputes or resial disputes. It is not
the maintensnce of & of power in Burope. The roles of the
United States--the “Mnmm—--—pﬁ:l

g

te our 32.. It is to ereate purchfsing power and to raise
nn-hrr living, first for ourselves and, as & result,

others. ...
An wo here looking out to the Bast and to the Weat we
find the Bri ﬁmhl.hhgnth-rhormm. .
We oannot send an expeditionsry foree out to that rime. We
have no sush fores. And even if we
. It isn't what those people need. It ien't what they have
agked for. ‘
The reinforgement of that rim of freedom oan be mscomplished
in one way, snd canly one way. It can be socomplished cnly by

[

.m‘"&mtmmu*w t 1a
Sap role. That is the role that we must play to reinforce the



-mm
g wmn
SER Mmmm
el ik
ﬂmm mm, i Mm.mm 3 mmhuumm
u..”mm §s m_ cnumm mﬂn Mmmmmm“q
4 i ik
mmm mm mu.w—mmm m mmm “mw“mwmu.
wm.m“m .mma ki - wm...wm
; sl s fii u . m.:m

WWMMWMu.uu_ m .m ummm
s M E. E“WE
mmmumm m m :-n mw 1

L gl

\\




.u m zum mummm
.._m,__ m-mm Mm m mm

a.: i il

m nwmm“ thif u.. h m.mmn__

? 3 s | .m..mm__..
Emw«ﬂ ,:m m _ MHM“
fhesis b
mn “n.m _ﬁnuw mm -u.

_mm._
LE i mm_

-l



—uu
zﬂ

xm, _m”.m
wmm
h Ew
w m“ Eu _

m

any oon-

of Ltate

to organise

of our in-
"The

U

= Gthtement Aboard Traln En Foute o lLoulsville
that
up more
e e et 7
of
State's
is
tha



Torye

i i . mu. ¥
i LA, ks
m“m___ uw.m nw B mmm_m
it Il T a5 T

¢ mwm mmm“.“,._. .m_

h now famous shem of last May's "on bhand!
m
r oonserl
other rela
bave -;—
warning

._nw HAUT m B
~ m “__ mm ~m“
m_m _..umw wmmm



- The NEW YORX TIMES
: Ootober 31, 1940







r’:“Fw;f

Bovamber 4, 1940.

NENORANDUM FROM CORDELL HULL TO FOR

Attnches translation of message fron Marshall Fetaln
11/2/40 in answer to FUR's message to him sent thruo Charge difTaires
of U.8, (FOR's message did not come to file--not attaghed to above)

See:Franse folder-Drawer 4=1540



November 19, 1940

My dear Mr. Davies:

I have today received with the greatest regret
your resignation as Special Assistant to the Seoretary
of State to take effeot January 2, 1941.

Your services to this Government as Ambassador
to the Uniom of Soviet Soclalist Republlics, as hAmbas-
sador to Belgium and Minister to Luxemburg and as
Speolal Assistant to the Seoretary of State have been
charaoterized by the highest order of abllity.

During the years of your service abroad your re-
ports to the Department of State -- whioh inoluded
surveys of political, economic and industrial devel-
opments in many parts of Europe whioh you visited in
the interest of this Government -- were unusually ao-
ourate and informative and constitute an outstanding
eontribution to the political and economio history of
pre-war Europe. The asouracy of the forecasts whioh
thess reports contained disclosed sxceptional good
judgment and ability.

The Honorable

Joseph E. Davies,
'lﬂll‘“l. ﬂ- 'ﬂ.
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During the present recent emergency your contribu-
tion to the work in the Department of State was partiou-
larly valuable in assessing conditions in Eurcpe as re-
ported from abroad and in hhndling emergency matters
such as the esvacuation and repatriation of American
oltizens from Eurcpe and the Orient.

Throughout the peried of your offioial servioce the
conduot of your duties was in accordance with the best
traditions of the Foreign Service of this Government.

Because of your statement to m¢ that you feel it
necessary to retire and to devote your attentiom to your
perscnal affairs, I am reluctantly compelled to aoccept
your resignation. I am glad to know, hovever, from your
letter under acknowledgment, that you will be available
for further servioe in the event of need.

¥With the assurances of my warm personal regard,
believe me

Yours wvery simoerely,

'GDT A Ca L wi |

UrBW:DNK
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Hovember 19, 1940
The donorable
Cordell Hull,

of State,
D. 0.

Attentlon: Under Seoretary Welles,

Aeting HSearetary.
Hy dear Kr. Seeretary:

derewith I subait oy resignation ms Special Assist-

ant to the Seoretary of State to take effeet January 2,
1941.

It 1o with regret that I coatemplate retirins from
sarvice uader your distinguished leadership; but my in-
ability during the four years in which I have perved
under you to devote any atteantlon to my personal affeirs
now pakes 1t necessary for me to ask to be relieved of
furthor publie servlice at this time, Should, however,
the pressat emergency becoms more aocuble at any tlse, I
wast you Lo kuow that I shall be standing by, available
to your call,

¥ay I express to you and to my colleagues in the
Forelgn Uervice my appreclatlica of the uniform kindness
and considerstion which have been shown to me during my



term in the Diplomatic Corps under your distinguinshed

tlll.l.nilirlﬂﬂlh
§ith sssurences of my creat admiration and respect,

I am
Sincerely yours,

Joseph E. Davies

SD1JED: LY
11/19/40
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November 26, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

Secretary Hull and I have read the letter sent
to you under date of November 19 by Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.,
and which you transmitted to us with your memorsndum of Nev-
ember 25.

In accordance with your request, I am returning
the letter to you herewith.

Believe me
Feithfully yours,

Sumner Welles

Enclosure

The Fresident,

The White House.

For FOR's memo of Nov 25th and Fairbanks letter of Nov 1&&?%{3? }Jﬂ 3 (i
See:Fairbanks-Gen corres=Drawsr 2-1940




THE WHITE HOUSE v
WASHINGTON

SONFIPBNTHAL-~
December 20, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

In regard to the Ambassador-
ship to China, if we can find a
suitable place for Nelson Johnson,
what would you think of trans-
ferring Francis Bayre from Kanila
to Chungking? I think Bayre 1is
the kind of man who would get on
very well with the Generalissimo
and his wife.

F. D. R.
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