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San ~attelaco ' •1 Jan 4 10~7 

Actl~ 8eore~r7 or Sta te Walton ¥oo~e 

Ma~t ct .. a trlke in -r op1n1on eo~lettl1 deadlock~ wlth con•1dor.ble 

ag1tat1on oeva loptng to urgo Prealdenttal lnterventlon atop . MaJor 

Rott1 toaorrow even1ng ~11 give n•tlonal r adio ~rotdoatt ttatlng l asues 

\nvolvt4 ana urging all interested pertltt to requoat prttl dent to 

intervene atop . The request that he intervene will be acooaptnled b7 

an a aaurance that any atepe he ~y ttko • 111 be wholthetrttdl7 

1upporttd b7 the comaunlt7 etop . Belleve l t l_,ortant t~t President 

.. ke ·~ rererenoe to sari time atrlke tn h11 •••••&• to Congreaa 

antlcl~tlng tbe pressure tbat wi l l bo • • •rted upon bla for action 

atop. Vtt reference tn ~. =easaga ~ conareaa • 111 no ~oubt ba•e 

~nertcftt1 err~,.._ on ,.o-"''llnt•y •a well •• on r artt•• to controYer-tJ 

t top. O•or,• ~r~•' ,, •1th ae ·~ con~ura tn thta Y1e• atop. ~lt~~ 

rou turttl•r detatla 

712ut J tn 0 

.. 



I Psr:~ 
Sf.0 

OC,AIUMINT 0, ITATI: 
'WAI Mi liiOTOJII 

JAnuary 4, 1 ·~7 , 

rnut •t ~o.u =.c»•t.<; u .,,.. u .. re are :'l" H:Cdt !o 
De anJ af'ri0\11 cocplio&UO!ll 1n Ct.&ba, in •4V#!l0f of 
thf' tleetion• to bP h•ld in th~ ne r tu!ur~, ne~ r• 
thtlt1f 1 aa &ak1Ri C~f~ry to ke~p ut fully 1nfor~ed 
or 4••el~~nt• . 

C~t·ery •Pt~l ot 00cea havi~ 1 atarted t~~ whol e 
t~o lt . • Ky und~rtt.n•t=, or t~ trutM 11 t~ t QO:~z 
did not dt~lr~ to make ~y 1~~ue with Batiat~, but waa 

&.nd pu .. e4 b}' t ~• •opula.r 

O·Ocez lfi't&e to bt' a.n bO:llflt 
~oo ·a!, .~.Ad t.-.ne a.n tAO r.!'lo art prtcllet1n t.!:.~t 

&!ttr a while b~ will be returnrd to the ot!lcP troa 

Yourt yery flno.-nly, 

£nolo••.1l'e 1 
J. lh.tf~. 

T.,, Prtf'ldtnt, 

The White HOUit . 



* '"'" ""'·' 
PERSONAL AND 
rgwa pp; r $ r 

Dear Judge lloore: 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Habana, December 29 , 1936. 

AI I te legraphed yea t erday , 1n reply to the oe­
part~ent•a telegra. No . 76 or December 26, 1 P.M., 
colonel Batista tol d me on sunday t hat he knew ot no 
pl ana f or any further change a ln the Presidency, 

;he whole buaineaa in connecti on wl t b rorc1ng 
or . Gome z out or office waa unfor tunate , He, on hie 
part, acted very taotleealy end as he etarted the 
whole t rouble (aa eat out in .y telegrams Mo. ~7 or 
December 18, 6 P. ll. , and No . 52 or December 21, 2 P.W.) 
be c aueed hie own d1rtioultiea. on the other band, 
the impeachment chargee were rrtvoloue and t he matter 
or the impeachment conducted with levi t y and baste. 
Aleo, there wae a good deal or cowardice displayed 
among the members or Congreaa. However, as I 1mpl1ed 
1n my report a t o the Department, ArmY and the ma,lor1 ty 
or, the Congress were determined to roroe Presiden t 
Gomez out or ortloe and 1t woul d have taken direc t 
i nt ervention by ua t o atop them. they were all very 
caretul 1n everything they did to act a t rletly within 
exiattng law and the preeent Constitution. The Vlc~ 
President duly euceeeded to ortice aa aoon aa or. Gomez 
lett the Palace. 

rortunately Congreae, a tew d~ya before tbeae 
eventa, had finally, after much diacuealon and argument, 
vo ted the law tor calling the Conet1tuent Aeaembly. 
Thla, to my mind, now beoomee ot parsmount importance . 
Under that law the Cuban people •111 be g iven the 
opportunity or rraely axpreeelng the meelvea aa to a 

The Honorable 
R. Wal t on Moore, 

Ao tlng Secretary ot &tate, 
washington, D. c. 

new 



.) 
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- ~ -
n•• Con.t-t.Uutlo.n. (llnot M&oba4o•a ta.ll 
&.U;gUit 19}}, Uw. Go••m•ent hu been ope 
under pro•t•l on.l co~tltutlone.) 

Yo~r• tlnoert17. 



J&n 6, 1\)37 . 

~, .. • 
/ 
~ 

M1111ora.nc:tu.a o~ the Pret~e Con.r . bandloct br J\ldae Moare 
Jl'or ~partt:tontal uae only 
NOT I'OR 1'118 PR~ 

SEE--State Dept . (S) ~ewer 1--1037 

l 



-
THr; WH ITC HOVIS& 

WA.IM INO'fON 

JUd«• .Woore ••• • \o !eel ;.h,a:. U 

would be but.,. tor ntohob.a Mlu'T-.y 3uth.r 

tou t o write a tollo• •_, letter. 

h Uth tath!w:toryl 

"· J.. t. 



"niC WMITI HOUII: 
WA.tH/NOTOH 

PERSONAL • CONTID&NTIAL 

Doo. 28 , 111~. 

IIEJI)!WIJ)UJI I'OR 

TKO ACfi~ SECRr!ARr OF StATE 

Do you think 1 t would be a11 
r lgbt t or ee to ~•ooaaend Cordel l 
tor the Nobel Peace Prl,t tor 19~77 
AI, • hat they oall ln Europe , the 
•Head ot the State•, I ahould perhapt 
not do l t, a..nd alao U: mlibt mlllq.te 
agalnat b i t gettln& the ••~4 it I 
did do l t; bvt, on tht other band, 
no one deeer.ea it .ore than Cordell 
and. be abould ha•e bad 1 t thla 7tar 
lnatea4 ot k&Ytd.ra L.&M. 

I.t' rou think •ell or the idee. 
ot ., propoaing hl8. ln aooordance 
• lth thll olreular, wo\lld 7ou g1Ye 
•• an idea or •h&t r ou tblnk I 
thould a.,- and. how I tbould •1'1 1 tf 

AJ(' D. R, 



cq 1:''? '! u 

Dear Yr. PrealdPnt: 

OI'A"TMINT OF ITATI 
WAIHINO TOI'I 

01 oouxae ~ will all ~~ dtl1 l~ttd &aoul1 tbt 
Secrnary be •ate t~e reoiphnt of t:tof' t1obPl Pe11ott 
Prllt. 

~~ • 1t a e.- to ~ 1\ ~1 ~t ~ well to ~Y~ h1m 
nom1n&tt4 ~y two or tnrt! ot tho•e who axe qusl1fl•4 
~o 4o ao, ~~ t tbl ~o. ~nt 1 h••t in •lnd tMe Prtel­
cent ot Bra:tl, Newton D. lak~r. act btr ol The H ~ 
Court, wtth who~; botb you IJ\d 1 are tntlma.te , and •o~e 
outetar.Jl~ UnlYtralty ? realdr-t, aa1 llchol a ~uzra7 
Butlfr . 1b~n aome thln& of thla eort: 1• don~ . our 
Janlnu tn Sonrar a.\ould ~ no~u~~d. . eo u \ in a 
taot!ul way be cAn eupport the no iDatlon. 

Toura Yery elnctrrly , 

The Prealc1ent, 

:n~ Ynltt Mouat. 

- - - -- -----
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D<lar ltr, Preoident: 

DEPA RTMENT Or &TATE 

WA8 HI NG TO" 

January 14, 1937 

In ooaplianoe with your suggestion I com:an1oated 
with Dr. Bicholaa MUrray BUtl er, Kr. Iewton D. Baker 
and Wr. Henry L. Stimson. Attached 1a a le t ter I have 
reoe1Ted t h1a morning from or. Butler. It eee~a to ~· 
tbat it would be well for you to write to Anthony Biddle, 
indicating that when he hear• that Dr. Butler has made 
the nomination you desire to have your interest in the 
matter manifested.. 

Yours very a1naerely, 

P.S. Since tbe above waa ~ctated, a letter hae come 
in f rom Kr. Baker, which I enoloee along wi,th your l ett-er 
to me and &leo a copy of wr. Baker' a letter to the Nobel 
Commi ttee. 

I am thanking Dr. BUtler and 1tr. Bolter for their 
~1ndneaa. 

fb.e Preaident, 

The lb1 t e Houee . 

, 



.. I~NOI.AI MUauv IU1'LU. 
. &04 ....... Ao 'P tl6 l"t''l.&ft 

"" V'OI.C an 

S57 JM 14 Ill 0 II 

':be Bon..-ub.l.e 
fbt Aet1n& ~ecr.~.r; ot 

Yasntn,ton1 C. c . 

•y dear Kr . ecr tiLry : 

J b.Ye ,;our letter of Janl.ltr/ ll 'lilt.•• le.t 

eoeloaure , b•LDc ~ capt or th• ~•ttet ~dJro ••d to 

)'OU by tbt PreaHtnt under dat.• or Janu&ll ~· · 

1 c•n think or no one to ~hom t.~t •••rd or 

.u:sUfl•j t~an ecrear .. ... ~..~... . ..,, a rcr&tr r•el;hnt. 

or \. at f)rtu , I •= l:lvit-=1 to aub=H ras1 atlon• aDd 

I •= b.a.,,.t 1DJ. e:l to •rlh: ~" t.hta • o t to ~ C 

•t 011, urJln' that tbe •••rJ be &A~e t) bt , 

11L~ cwert ,ooj •1Sb r~~ th4 aueceJa ot thla 

c 
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B AKER. HOSTE:TLER, SIDLO &-PATTERSON 

t•HIOJof TMl!,.T Hl'll PnUi 

Janl.lll"J lS , 10$7 

Moaorahla a. Waltoa "oore 
Depar~aaat or State 
Wtthincton , D. 0 . 

My dear Mr . 8aeretart; 

I return tat priwate letter eneloetd tor •1 1nforaet1o~ in 10ur ltt~e r of Januarr 1 1. 

loLbla& eould poea1bl7 ~1Yt at craatar ~laa•ura Lbaa to ta&a ••1 part lo aoaiaa\1&& lr . lull tor tbe • • •rd ot tbt Iobel Prtat . Bit career &I Secretary or ~tate ••••• to ae one or \bt Yery blcboet d1tt1nQLlon not oalt bacauae of tbe elacarl\7 tad directaeaa ot ble actloaa, )ut because ot tae •art aodera • ledoa wltb wblcb bt ltlectt tbe eo aoalo laatru­aeat •• tba aoat powerful aceaey tor uta in ettorta to aaln~eln lnttrna t lonel paaot . for rour laroraa~lon , I eaoloee • copy ot Lbt letler •niob I baY• ~btl 4•1 aOdratled to the coaslttee . 1 •• •or r7 ~o ••1 \ka~ l do not kao• eao•1o to teal ••r• \caL 1 ••Y• coaplied •1tb the teehntoal ralulr•••cta 1a aaklnl aueb a noainatton but •• yo~ •111 obaarYa , 1 bava ••ked the ooa­ai\~ae to let ne IUpplaaaat at letter 10 •• to 1uppl7 wbatever teobaie~ oa!aatoaa Lhera aay be . 

Cord1all7 70ura, 

1-h 



Iobel Coaa1tteo or the Borwea1on Porliaaent Oalo, lorway 

Qantlaoon• 

Aa a aeabar ot the Aaerloon Panel oF tbe Peraonent Cour t or Arbi tration at tbe Hacue, I reapeattully noa1-nete •• candi date tor tbe Iobel Pr1ae tba Booorabla Cordell Boll , 8aaretery ot State or t ho United Stataa. 
It ie t be cene ral op1a1oa or thoocbttul poopla in tba United St etaa that Mr . Boll baa not only conducted tba ordinary diploaatic atta1ra ot tbe United Statea with i l loa\rioua auoae oa aad wiadoa duriar the peat tour yeara, bu t tbet be baa broadened the problaa ot tho pre­aerwatioa ot \be peace of the world beyoad the or d1oary l1aita of ooac1lia\1oa, a djud1oa t1on, and arbi tration wh i ch b••• hitherto coaf1oed the th1nkia& of worker• in t bat field , by a raaorn1tion or t ba iaportaaoa or t he eooaoaic caueea or war . Purauiac tbia broadened view, Secretary Bull baa laaucuratad a polioy of aooaoale liberaliaa ia iatoroat1oaal affaire which aoamtitutoa t ho Cirat aar1ooa and auocaaaCul attaok upoa t ho ocoaoaic barrier• to iataraa t ioaal cood will whicb b••• t or t beae letter yeara 1aor eaaia,ly aeaaced t be peaceful r elet1oaa of aat1oae, 

! be poa1 t 10D or tbe United State• ia tbe aroup or aat1oaa 1ababi t1DI the t hree Aa erioae baa, tor biat orio raaaoaa, baaa d1tr1colt, 17 lr, Ball' • eaiaeat peroonal qualificat ioaa ead the breadth aad ceaerooitT or bie •1•••• aacb of 'he doubt aad auapioioa whl cb bae bitha~to oloodad tho e ralat1oaa baa beaD r•• o••d, aod a pol1oy of cooperation baead upoa uod•retaad1DI baa b•en iaaugurated 1a the throe Aa•r1caa wbiob a tto r da a proa1a1DI baaia tor t ba bop• \ bat 1oteraat1ooal paaca will fiad a ••• aod atabla baaia ••oar t h••• ereat p•oplaa , The •xt•n­a1oa ot tb1a atti tude and policy iato iot•~oatiooal rela­tioaa c•••rally ••••• to • • t o coaatituta botb t b• craataet bop• tor tbt peaoa ao• •••nt cad tb• 1rea t eat contribution t o the caaoe of peace aade by aoy cit1aaa ot the world w1tb1a the peat t br ea or tour y1are. 



-

It aa7 '' tba\ t A• ~1•• ot 7o.r co .. t~t•• r•1•tr• 
\~o\ \~o a oalaa\loa t•u• aodo •hall ~• tor\ ~ tl .. )7 
dooaaoa\1 or ' ' ' ' r la/oraa \loa. II ••• 1 )•I t o ~. 
&llo• .. \ O a4~ \ 0 \ kt a ooa la• \ 1•& pa~or ab7 latornatlott 
o r ••1••••• •bla~ ·~ ~. •••••••r.r \o oatl\lo t•• aoa!­
aa\lo• bora aa4a &o 70ur d11\1afWl•had eo a•ldorat loa. 

I 

\ 



THE. WHIT!: HOUSE 

WASHINO'TON 

MY de8r Kr. 8eoretar1: • 

Ae I have told 70u. I ahould 
pereonall7 like to noaunate CoNell Hull tor the 
Nobe;l Pr1r.e to be awarc1e4 Deoembel" 10 . 19~? -- but 
I heel~te to do eo beoauee or _, poe1t1on &I the 
head of the Ezeout1•e branob or the OO•ernaent and 
ot the teot lbet OoMell eervet ae the nuber one 
-.n 1n the Cabinet . 

I tlllnlt U would b<o o tlno 
t h 1ns: 1t •o•ebo47 no~ 1n tbe OoYernaent ael"'Yloe 
at \bla tiM ooul4 aake the noalnatlon, but a-ueh 
a per.on would ha•e t.o qual1t1 under the terae ot 
t he enoloeed notloe. It M1obolae Yurra7 Butler 
or M .. kn Baker Ol" HenrJ lt18eon are •IIbera ot 
the Inat ltut e or Interna.tlonal Law an4 would oare 
to Mke the n.o11lnatlon, 1t would t»t a very t1t't1ng 
thtn&. 

Perhapa you would be good 
enough to t.Jte 1 t \q) w1 th one or aore or the.11, 
an4 I ba•e no obJeotlon lt 10u o•r• t o ahow them 
tl\11 letter. 

!bo Honorable 
'I'M .t.o tin& S.oro to17 ot 

WoehlftCton, D. 0. 
State, 



January 16, 1937. 

Dear Kr. President: 

The enclosure, which ie a report writ ten by 
one or the moat intelligent men in our service, 
has just come in, and I am handi ng it t o you with 
the t hought that after a while you may fi nd an 
oppor tunity to l ook it over. It eeeme to me t hat 
the two principal points t hat stand out a r e, !iret, 
that it was wise i n support of the cause o! world 
peace , to recognize the soviet Government, and , sec­
ond, that we are compelled to proceed very slowly 
in placing our relatione with that Government on 
an approximately satisfactory basis, because of eo 
many obstacles being encountered, due to the novelty 
of the political system that has been aet up in 
Russia, and the peouliar mentality of t hose who are 
in charge of it. Before Joe Davies l eft, I im­
pressed him wit h my view that he should do nothing 
in an impulsive or s pectacular way, bu t hold to the 
feetina lenti idea. 

Yours very sincerely, 
) 

I r / ~ -" J' " ) '/:/-t:n-... -Enclosure : 1..-/Z-£.$- /~ ' 
Despatch from Moscow 
dated November 16, 1937. 
( V\ot p·H · e .. T..J 

The President, 

The White House. 



Dear Wr. Preaident : 

ASSISTANT SfCRETAR'I' OF STAT£ 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1937. 

Secretary Hull, l.!r . Hackworth 9Jld I had a long session with Senator Pittman at hie house last night , and carne to a pretty full agrePment on neutral! ty legislation. \fi th the Seore-.;ary ' s approval I am mentioning sever al points wh i ch he t hinks should be brought to your attention : 
1 . Pitt man is anxious to retai n his pro­vision forbidding t he operation of our merchant shi ps as armed vessels during a war . His argu­ment in brief i s that i! the submarine of a belligerent knows that the American veacel 1s un­armed, it nould have nothi ng to f ear , and there-110 fore woul d conduct a search of tne cargo in the · ~ ~d1nary way, wi thout ruthlessly torpedoing the /' { ~~ip on the belie! tnat snou!d it come to t he sur -

/ 
P""" !ace it might be t1red on from the ship . \7e 1•~ think ther e is no reason why t his proposal should not be accepted. 

a. He argufd ve r y strongly aga ins t authority A e i ng g i ven t he Execut ive to pr oclaim dange r zones f1~ hich would be pr ohioited to our vessels under se-vere penalties . In orief he sug~es>ed that bel!i ger­tt~ II"''L ents may be expected to declare certain zones danger -"'' ous , and that thereupon t here would be an insistence 
~ here d ~)/,)The Presi dent , 

The 1Tn1 te House . 



- 2 -

here tnat ~e snould make correapondi06 decla­rations , and tnat thus soon all water s mi ght be so declar~d . I t was poin,ed out further t ~at the Execu'&i ve would often be "i t hout evidence on the question of t he existfnce of danger; th~t there would have to be al~oet cons tant definition and redefini t ion of the zones , and that ships might incur t he pen~lties prescribed witnout having the opportunity to know what zones had been declared danger ous . Further mor e, Pitt man urged that to advertise in advance that we intend to declare zonee dangerous "ould encoura~e bell i gPr cnts to extPnd th~ir zones in t he effort to t ry to create a blockade . . I t aee~a to us that t he matter is not of sufiioient importance to justify us i n t~<ing issue wit r. Pittman . 

3 . He i s in favor of excepting from the arms embargo tne Latin American c ountries r hen 1 engaged in war among themselves , but thin~s the wise course is to postpone l egislation on t nat ~lz- particular question until aft e r the Buenos Aires AJ~ 'U treaties are disposed of . 
~~~, 

for-' rt1'f 

Should the l egislation be as tentatively agr eed, it will be aJ.together per miss i ve except f or the pr esent mandator y arms embargo provisi on; tne flotation of loans i n this country by belligerents, and the a rmi ng of our merchant vea11els. 

Since we muet see J udge llcReynolds today , and pernape start in on the hearings as early as next Monday , may I not ask tnat you read this l etter at once and l et ~e know your reactions to wnat is sug6 estedt 

Yours very sincerely , 



.., roJt 1'HE P. a. 

lrinc th 11 1.n aga ln • h• n 

1 He Ju4&e lloore. 

r. D. R. 



TH~ WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGT0Jtl 

,eer ~·ry ~ ~r• eP.leo •• ~ ••~.0 ~ to 
&lvt 'J:IU t.nc -'cloae4: 

ltea l - 11 a :aatt.er watch he ••1• ne ~Jl.d 
ll<• to ••• 13U abOut ve~y &•~rtl/ •• bt re~ll 
tne Ua• L• ,,~r;Lns anort . I t.hln .n111 r non 
.11 hu COIIfl tl\.rougb ce -ts that ht 11r1d ~ne .~v• 
1\fld 10.1,. re:1tkl or a !'iebt~ &O 1t you wnnt to ,., 
h lm you e1n taKt l t up •1th Wac .ulrtct . 

Jte• £- Ta the mAtter wnleh John ~nck JpoK• 
to fi)U abt:N.t at l unch . 

1 
? 

f./ / 

{ 



rebruary a, 193?. 

O.a.r llr . Pr .. t dcnt 1 

The Ooamt ttee oreate4 by you on lnt•ruatlonll 01Y11 ~Ylat lon , ot whi ob 1 b pp•n t o be Obair~an , bus trequ~ntly met l n oo.oll~oe with your l n­etruotloae Chat l t ob er-e deeelopcent e t hat are t &tlAg pl eoe , but 1l baa nnu tuzther 0011))11 ed b:J altl ns any reco. .endat1oae t o you. We a.re now a t t he pol ot wher e it ee .. e hi ghly deel rable, 1 ! our lntereete a.re t o be t ully rt?r eeantad 1ft the ax~­lloa of aeh.Uoa, t o oond der what ehould be done i n oer t a i n areae , and ther efore eoae of ue will wel­oCY.IIft u opponWllty to clhou" eoae upeote of t he e l tU&tloo elth you ae earlJ ae poeei bl e. 
Pan Aeer1oan ~lrwaye 1• t oe onl y a enoy t o ebl ob we oan loolt t o awott. tb~ f' h •l d bdno oooupied bJ f orel Jn &ieno1ee , an~ l f lt l a t o co fUrt her, nee r outee aurt be d l eoueeed, and of oouree any new r oute wl ll l neole e n~roprl .tione tor t he car r yi ng of •aU . 

The o t btr day ¥r. Trippe, Pree1dent of Pan Aeerl­oan A1 rwaye1 .. t with t oe Oa.Dtt t e t and uraed that ·nl••• t he lnr.s&Dt and lll&toh are t o hlte ollar' e t o a la~ entnt 1D Soutll AMrtoa, bh oQIIPiolly ehoulcl 'be put lA poeltiaa lo e etablhb tenJ'I,l ad·U UOD&l rout... 1 ll&n in ll&Dd all of tile data perh.la1Jic 

t o 
Tbe Pr eel deut, 

Tbe lblte 11o1111e. 



.. 
~~,. , - a -

r ~0 \ hat a&tter i and j)l'l'.la;l. t n 
\ur• , alnoe QU olt aot t on • •• -• 
aa7 be abl e t o ••• •• wich Mr. t be Po t or toe 0. ar taent. 

~he •er)' near tu­
tla-per•U• e , :rou 
Rarllee Branch o~ 

Ur. Trippe baa a t ime lt• tted licenee froa t . • Oovernal'nt of lew Zealand Co eottor t lu.t oountr:r on a route tner~ !roa Honolulu, end \ ht a 1a ao.e­
tbin~ t hat Jr. Branch and I are pre~are~ to dl e­ouaa. 

Aeide fr011 .Oat hu JWit been otd , Colonel Jolmaon, of t he Depart...ut ot Coa..e~a, and 1 -J wi th to t a l k wttb you about a quea\ton i n oon\ ro­• eray, upon t he di epoeitlon o~ wbl ob probably de­pend& tba te\abllebatnt of a t r ana-Atlaot1o aer­•1oe . 

Youre ••ry a lnoerely, 

R. Waltnn Moore 

A-ll R'lll i !OI 



Dear Kr. Preald~at: 

DC~AIIUMCMT 0,. ITATil 
WA.IHIJIIITOJt 

Colonel Uointyre bas 'l:pokr1~ to 1::. of your d..e­

aire co be informed a. to thr ccn•14tr t1o~ ot tDt 

II~Ot&it Ol&1me by the ~Prtcan-Oenaan Co~l~alon, 

and about that m&tt~r I have very fUll 1ntormat1on. 

tarly l aat t~er the 46ent •~o repte1ent1 ut ~e!ore 

t~• Co leeton, a Yr . £Cnynoe , to~er aem~r or Oon­

srett troa Colorado, who hat reprettnte4 Ul btfor~ tbe 

0~ 1•t1on a1nce 1~23. &Ot1ftJ under ta~ autnorlty of 

thla Dtp~~nt , ·~~to K~tcb to tn(tt•or to &rr&n&• 

& ltt tl .. ent o! thoae cl&iat, &nC b~ tDttrtd lnto an 

&Crtt&tnt YitA per so=t ~oard tO h&Yt COQplete &~ 

thorlty troa '::he Oerman Govern.t:e.nt, Rtreby , e,et.tln&' 

c•n• rally, 1 t . ... ao-reed tb.a. t the 'bLlanot ot .. tund in 

tnt freaaury Depart:ent known at a Oerman IPtotal 4e­

pot1t account , ~ounting to about 8?.0,000, 000, tbould 

bt devoted to t he payment of thote olai mt . .lt lOOn 1.1 

tbh waa ltnon, claitt:anta otbn than t r.o aabotaae cla.ta­

&ntl , who bave already r rc•ived aw.zdt, •~ronaly obJ•oted 

t o 

!'ht Pretl4tnt.. 

1he White Houae. 
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t o tbU qrtt~at , a::4 we nu uno.tr bt&YJ Prtllu.n tr• 

botA eldtl to etate t~• at~1~4t of t~ • ~part tu~. aad 

I a&7 aay, P&rtntGe~toallr. ~ ~o ~lt tiEt t~• 0•~ 

Ocrrtrnatnt hat oot forcaliy atgnt!tecl U.t a prOYa.l of tbl 

Kun\cD acree•~nt . Amonb otntrt who h&vt t4lkt4 to ae art 

Yr . Kaok of Pougnkeepete, J ew York, ~o wnoa 1 '''''l th~t 
•• wo~4 4o nothin~ mor~ than tell tht C~ Lt ton, through 

our Agent, th~t it i t for the Com~1t ~1on to paaa on the 

oontroveray , kn4 tbat we cannot become 1cltn\1lle4 with either 

tb• a ward holdere or the eabot'lt olalaantt . 1 then tur­

nltDtcl Kr . Kack the draft of a lttttr tn,t we propoted t o 

wrtt• to 'be A·rnt, wbicA, wltb •~• ltttlf cnan1t ln 

phraetology, wa. written and pl&ced to tbt ~ tnt•a ~. a 

copy of • Aicb it her entb. !'berea!ttr & Otr u nutd. 

lhrkau c ... hue, wbo •• !OUdd not to npr.tt-zu. U!.t- Ctn;.an 

Oo.~rnatnt, •• ... at f!rat euppoeed t o be \ be caae, and 

eub1tquen c to bta • 1•1t tt ae~ed tro. lt&ttatnte aa4e to •• 

br tbe Oeraan Aa~aaador tn~t tc~r• wfre e!forta aade to 

orea~e the 1~reaaton that you wert taktnc 10~1 at&nd r ela­

t1ve to t he aabotaae ola1ma and otbtr •attere at teeue be­

httn our Ooverruotnt and the Gtornan OovtH"r\lnfln t , ana thereupon , 

1n ordtor ~o oltax away t~at impree~1on , 1 wrot ~ a letter to 

tbt Otra&D A=b&1eador, a copy ot wh1ob 11 htrtw1tb . 

It 
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lt 1• no~ lspoa •~bl~ t~t t~1• ~t1nttt a&7 ~e 1n­

••t~ 11~ted b7 ~o~~e••· ~~ t~• D~par~int A&a exerted 

ltttl! to ~e it perfectly olf&r t~•t lt 11 Dot trylng 

to atftct tbe ac~ton or ;~e C~latton , ~ut onlr dttlrea 

ta&t in tnt lcttres~ o! JUttioe, ~d to &Y014 aAJ &rmL~d 

tor tdr crlttcte• , ;ce: 0Gaw;.h ton tTIOUJ.Cl \Ct &t a court 

would aot 1 by giving en opportunity tor a fre t dl•cuttlon 

or all the quettlOn6 thst hav~ be~n ratted at to the ~erl~t 

or 4taerltt ot tne conttntiont ot botn tn, t&bot&ge olalm­

.ata &nd the award bol4era . 

You 11'111 real!r.e bow !terce tnt- ttru. le 'betwun the 

ooaprtln~ Latereats ha. btco.e when 1 ttl l you confldtntl&lly 

tbat it b .. even beec lntl~ted that loAJUit lt not atratOAt, 

but J baYt co evtd1nce w=attTer or blt btlAC otb rwit~ te&n 

boet•t ar.d earne&; ln hit belief tn•t tht WUDtco &gTet~e~t 

anou.1r1 be &f.Clt' to,. bash ot an aw 1'4 b-y Ule Co-- h ton, a.nd 

p•ru.p• even t~o-.J.;b h &&J not bnt bACL -:n.,. torr-..&1 &;l;'lrOval 

of tbt Otr~an Govern=ent. 

Tours very t1notrely , 

Enoloturu: 
I. uaud.. 

!2Mre..M.~ 
Atalltant B•or~ tary Of St•te . 



--
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI HOTON 

~ u, 183'7. 

IIEIIOiWIDUlf FOR 

Jtrocn; WOON: 

1 ~It a OGin'erMUOD~ 

v U.b 1111 Blll11U wCNl4 be 

belsaf'll. a~ t.bh ts.... U 

J'OII ...... wUh ., wUl 7011 

een4 kP tM n-HaJ7 Ol'd_.t 

r. 11. ll. 



) 

I 

P- r I· 

ror ~b• Aabsaoodor. 

Tbo Prooldon~ dooireo you t o oaeo 'o Waohlne\oD ., your oorly 

oonYon\onoo. Telegraph dote dopertur. end name ot Yooeel. 

fhl o ooo\&ftNen\ not aado ot your r oquoot nor tor rour 

eonYen1• n•• · 

'l'r..,oporh\lon o:rponooo end po r u .. t o Woohl~on u4 

return aad 10.00 por 41• ot 'l'ooll1JIC1011 lo pu.ro\IO.Doo t lllo 

1net ruoHon out bor1ao4 oul>J oot 'l'rl'l'ol lloplaU~. Report 

oll porl .. ont tatoo , 

f • 

I • 
,. 

f 
n 



Pob. 24, 1037 

Prea . abould aoe attached letter 
ro- to Quezon and t~ Ph1111p1nl 



Apr11 6, 1937. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

HOH . R. WALTON MOORE 

WUl JOU explain thh 'o 

the Seore~r7 1n oont1denoef I 

would ent1relJ appro•• h1e ao~l 

ree~'1on Sep'e~r t1ra' and, ot 

oouree, 1t he pereonall7 wan'• ~ 

lea•• Berlin about Ausu•' tire,, 

leu1ng Nre. Dodd and hh daughter 

there t or the extra .anth, I euppoae 

tha' oan be arra nged. 

r . D. R. 

Letter addreeeed ' o Judge Moore 
re,urned ~ b111. 



I 
~ 

........... '!!..! 
on.a..r 11. &W?. 

- · a. WALta. IIOOU 

DeQ al-1--·o--t-.... 
1a~ -'-" wt.tll- "--1-U..- -.a-. 

I lllapa to - ,._ 'lla7 - · 



• 

,I THl~OfTJoK~OIS'TATt 

WAS"If+OTO"' 

OeAr Wr . PreRident: 

'lbUbf'r t be ID08t !ILIC.OU8 Of al l It~ 

oolltct orR will oare t o h••e tht enoloeurt. 

1 do not know, but I am ~enturin§ to pall 

H on to bl•. 

(nolo•ur• 

'the Prea1dtn t, 

t he lbite Rouee. 



) 

( OcLobor ~1, 19)7. 

To Prtt14ent 
M..o rroa t altcn Moore-State Dtpt. 

Sayt British a.r• u:rndllina to necot.1 .. u • 1th respect 
to their cle~ to C.nton Island etc. 

611--0reat 8r1~e1n-Dr~wer 2--1937 
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Publlabed recorda 1Ddloate that lD 1806 and 1807, 

tbe Leglalaturea ot the following States expreaaed a 

deaire that Jettereon ooneent to be propoaed tor a tblrd 

term aa President: Vtnaont, Uaaaaehueetta, Rbode Ialand, 

New York, Pennayl~.nta, Maryland, New 3eraey, Nortb 

C-.rollna, south C.roltna, and C.org1a.. !he reaoluUona 

or 'he .artoua State Lestalaturea on tbia aubJto~ appar­

ently e-n~~ a.ot lnol\&414 in the publiShed wrl tlft&l ot 

Jetterson; bowe•er, they aay be among the Jetteraon papera 

ln the Library ot Oonsreat. lt appears that lotteraon'a 

reply in eeob 1natanoe wea eimilar to tbo one eade to the 

Lestaleture or Veraont on Deoeaber 10, 1807 (oopy attached} . 

B. 8. Ban4al.l. Tbt Lite ot Thou.a J"ef'feraon . Vol. 3, 
-252. 

8uttlet1D. or the flu.reeu ot Rolla end LibMrJ or tbe De­
pertaent ot State: Calendar or the correapondence 
or Tbo.aa letteraon, part 2. Letcere to Jetreraon, 
Pll8:8& 18, M-4. 

HJ. ; cs ; AI!!! 



TO THE LID I SLAT URI! OF VE!WOIII' , 

December 10 , 18C>7 . 

I received in due ~ea~on the address ot the Legislature 
or Vermont, beartns date the 5tb or Uovombar 1806 , 1n which, 
with their approbation or the general course of my administra­
tion , they were so good aa t o expraas their desire tbat I would 
oon.sent to 'be proposed aga i n , to the public votoe, on the ex­
pirat ion of oy pre~ent term ot office . Entert&1n1ng , as I do , 
tor the legis l ature or Vermont those sentiments of high respect 
whiob woUld have prompted an immediate answer , I was certain , 
nevertheless , they would approve a delay which had tor its 
object to avoid a premature agitation ot the public mind, on a 
subject eo interesting as the election of a chief magistr ate . 

That I should lay down my charge a t a proper period , 
is as muoh a duty ae to have borne it faithfully. It some 
t ermination to the servicea ot the chief mesietrate be not 
tixed by the constitution, or supplied by proetiee , his ottiee, 
no~inally for years , will , in ract J become for li te ; end hietory 
shows how easily t hat degenerates i -nto an inheritance . Believing 
tbet a representative government , responsible at short periods 
ot election, is thet which p~duoes the greatest sum or happiness 
to mankind. I feel it a duty to do no act which shall essentially 
1mpo1r that principle; and I should unwillingly be tbe person 
who, disregarding the sound precedent set by an illustrious 
predeoeesor , should tuxnisb the first example ot prolongation 
beyond the second term or orrtce . 

Truth, elso, requires me to add , that I 8Q sensible or 
that deol1ne which edvenc1ng years bring on; and reeling the ir 
pbyaicol , I ought not to doubt their cental effect . Happy if 
I am t he first to perceive and to obey tb1e admonition or nature , 
and to solicit a retreat from caraa too great tor the wearied facul­
ties of age . 

For the eppro~ation whieb the legislature ot Vermont has 
been pl eased to express ot the principles and measures pursued 
in the management ot their affairs , I am sincerely thankful; and 
should I be ao ro:rtuaate as to carry i nto retirement the equal 
approbation end good will or my fellow citizens gener ally, it Till 
be the oomtort ot my future days, and will olose a service ot torty 
years with the only rews rd it ever wished . (Wash ington: ~ 
WT1t1ngs ot Thomas Jefferson: 121) 



Wovtabtr 1~. 1~~7. 

Dtar Kr . Prtaldent : 

To~ aa, poetlbly be lcteretted ln &l~otnc 
&~ •1 two letters o! y~ter4Ay to a+nator 
Iorah, to one or •~cb I an.ac .. t4 a copy o! tbt 
atm r&nd\la l turoa!l.ed rou ln Oc:ot.er. Tbt only 
reaao= I ~entloned Stnator ¥re ln tbt etcood 
ltttfr to Stnator Borah te tbat the toraer 11 
..o~ thote •bo belleYe the r.eutr&ll~y &gt should 
bt lnYOited.. 

Stn&tor fho~a of Utah baa juat t~lephone4 
me Uat he has within the laet •etit al.J.o a IPttch 
0PP011~ th~ ~plication o! the neutrkllt~ aot, 
a copy ot •blob when f'urniehed 110 I dll aen4 
ovor to ~ou , I t happena that th~ othtr UtGh 
Srn~~or, who is by no aeana pro-Aa~tnlttratlon, 
ba" telephoned ae that be holda the eame optnlon 
that 11 entertained ~Y such people at 8tnatort 
torah a.nd too••· 

l doubt •hether there will be any eerto~• 
41vlt1on of oplnton on the queetton at to tbe 
proprtny of the COW"te. you ba:u takrn . l a. 
entirely -.•lntt Kr. ~avle ' •UJ tt\lon t~fflltd 
lo a cable rtceiYed fro= hlc yeeterd&y, \Qa~ yo~ 
,,.ol.ll4 au Co~re .. to repeal t..t ao!~ to !az •• 
cooce.ru.e t e Far !:aatern con!lio". Ta&t •ould 
tl&plJ bt op«nifi the do~ ~o a protracted 4tba t, 

Wlb.Ub. 

Tbt Pnt1d.tnt , 

Tbe lhlt e Houae . 



- a-

Cbtcb . if poe ble, lboul4 be aYOl4e4 . 
I Again venture \O ur,e t b&t &ny uplt..­nattoo you a&t a&lte ehould 'oe by n.r of an t ,;ch&a\•• ! let:era t.et .. un fOU .ad. Stu&tor Pitt~, 1~1tt&d of ~Y your sa£1r.g a tor.al etat ement to Oongreet . 

Yourt Yerr eincerely, 

tnoloeurea : 
Oopy of ae~~:orandw:1; 
Coptea of letttr t 
to Stnat or Bo r ah 
d&te4 Nov. 11, 1~~? . 

• 



1rJ dear Anatorl 

I aa ••>77 til t worit llere tllet 1 eowll 
DOt ley .. l4e lla8 4el.,.. ... la e-lJ'l"l Wltb 

your ftqUII\ . 

1 &a la&A4.1Qt JOU bANIHll I .uora.Mua I 

pNpere4 l11t -.oatb at tnt ) 1'eii4Kt•a ncau.at, 
whteb 111 atc-pl7 tor )'our""' c,. , wb.Job CMaUi..Ma 
:ln a. YIJ"f reatra l Md way t h l riiCIOftl tor tUUnc; 
t o :ln Yoh ttl'" • .ou\nlU y AOt. It 111.1a.h' haft 
ateted tbet a t 1 .. 1t t~re waa a po.et blll\7 ~het 
t he aprltaat1oa or t~ at wbea tbe boatlllttea 
'be4t&n woul4 b.an I IU.Md 41tol'dtrl7 llfMAU JA Chll\e 

to onraro ln eorolle•• t r ttt&ent or our n~\ lonala 

t here. l t oould baft Mt forth aoN a·t i'Onrl7 tbat 

t o 4eolaN the ex.Ju•noe or • etate or " ' wou.14 
b•.,. ~lHn .tapaa a w looee orpon \IA.U.y t o e n nlM 

tull belU r,eront rlP,tt a n4 oo::;pel ov.r M 'la l .. .,•1• 

to 4ttlt t t ro. ren4trlna aAY a14 t o our n't tonala 
la ..:J:tl ue , t D4 ~rb.•r• tM~'-7 l rt'tOlft ue Sa a oheb 

w-U ia t tt. Jer.-M • .,.,.. .e l 4e t'J'Oil tblt oout.ruo• 
t t on or tbe law, u .... to .. tMt • ...,.,.., eJ"CUMDt 

IUJ)pOJ"tl t b l nl1!1tllt :lD U~e 00\l_tH be U• t&kt'ft. 

It &llore -ld be • 4tbatt U MJ ~· 8118• 

,.lte4 CbUc th8 ·•tAl•,HUOD 1• J:~\·4 -7 a /. 

4••lre \ o taolllta&e ... st t oo .akere l n ablpptaa 
al'IUI , 

Tbl r:toao.N'Ctle 
l l llaa • • ~...- . 

t-.1\H t ate• ~aa\e . 

{ 



' 

-. -
aNa , ...ual\1011 u4 L.pl ••• • ot n..r. 'fU nply to •a.• 11 tile\ ~. total or ta. •tp­-.cda t lZ dlU Uoo•Ma _,,.. ..... CftAtt4 la o~re\~ .. lr trstllAI· 1a tk• . •tlo4 t ro. .Tul.J lD t o lklnaber U,L&le nl• or 1 t••••• aUpa.ac. to ~u •• 1 , ::.e ,cet. 5 11&4 t o .Tapaa ,1,,, ,M • . M. 

~oal4 1t h ool4 ,..._, , .. ~1AC ,.,. JA\ woal4 kaTe pt'eft.Dt e4 the two u ttoaa t'I'Oa 
pcll'obl.llftl .. ,. • t erlal b•re , the r.l"l7 t o lll.at 
11 t bat u:,p to Ut1a U.M t»tr ptal"' .... a U ft ....,. • a ..... M..eh &DII aoeoi'C!lltf' to au:ah to .. 
t or:aaUoa u w haft, U wU l eooU•• at 1 ... , te.apora_rl l.r on that M.ta. 

1a oaH JOii tblU J cal\ mnl7 .. , t"a1.,or 1Ator.a,lon I wl ll ~ .. ry tla4 •~ to eo olt ber 'b7 wrtu_.. )'00 or •••tee J * • 
o~ Ub bllh reprd , 1 u 

.._lo"": .......... 
:Jon 

Tnn "17 H•oenlr, 

.! "........... • ... 

I 
I 

~--~""--
! 
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"onaber U, 1937. 

O.ar Senator Borah : 

St aoe I wrote 70U thla aor~tag ., attention baa ~6n called t o t~~ tact that ln .pr11 or tblo year there • • • aome dla­ouaaton 1n tbo Sene~o on the ~uast1on ea to Whether the Prtt14ent la required when hoa­ttlltlta occur without any 4tol&ratlon or .. r t o rt~ tbe extattaoe or wa atate o r 
war.~ la tbe .. .orendUQ ~nleht4 .. Sene,or Nye te quoted •• ••YlQI ~rt 11 eltosttber n.tce .. aey that the ~ttral.Auton ._. t o wb.s a atate ot war extota be lett •~•~re . I 4o oot know wblre elee it can be lott than Wltb thl Preatdont Of tbt Unlttd Statal . That dleoretton lt nOtr wttb bt. . 'There caD be UO IXtrclat Of I policy ot ~tut~llt7 
wtthout hla rtadlng • ltltl or .. r to ·~·' · and eo proclt1a1Q8. I do not know bow we oan etoa~ tro• that 4tRree or 41aorot1on . J u aun u oaAD.ot be eaeape4. • (ConcreatJoo&l Record, Aprl l 19, 193', pece 0161. ) 

Yourt very a1ncertl7 1 

fte Boaonble 
•1111aa 1. Boraoh , 

Ohited 8Catea Senate , 
Waabt~on. D. c. 

( 
v 



Ootob4r 19 , 113,. 

RLI.SOI:S 7CR ~or INVO!ni:O Till ,,"I1JTIW.rry !C'I' 
OF ILlY 1, U:Y,..l Ill CONnC'I'ION \flTJI TO 

118 lUB't'¥1<1; SITUATION. 

1 . It lt ada1tted t~t tbt ac- celle4 Kautral1tJ 

4o' or W.r 1. 19~7, l a tundaaentellr and ttatattallT in­
tended to kotp th1a country out or wer. fh~t lo tbo aplrtt 
ot t bo • ot whicb leavea a wldo 4iaorot1o~ to tbe Prea14ent . 

Bt 1a not H qul r,t4 to iaeue .a an.. e.:btJ"tO pzvolaaetloo 

undt~ aeotlon (1) until be .. toe • t1o4iQ& tba~ e at a to or 

wer exi ata and he ta not coaptllod to aate euob a t1nd1n& 

on the baela or any a~tc1tto tact• o~ olrcua.taacea. Tbt 

1en&U88 o·r ~be 40\ ta "lhenaYtr the PHt14eat shall t1p4 

tbat thtre azitta a .tate or war between, or &moQ8, two 

o~ aore fore1&n states, the Preeident abell proclaim euoh 
tact, and 1t tball thereat\tr be unlawful to arport, 

ar.a, aa:uni~1on, or U:pl~nla or .. r rroa aar place 1D 
tbe ODitea Statee• , !!£• Tbit Langu&g• 41tttrt troa that 
contai ned in tho !ot or Auguat ~1 , 195D, wbtoh provldtt 
"That upon tbt outbnak or durtac the prosrt•• or war bt­
t ween, or a.oac, two or 110n foreign atatta, the Pr.at• eM 
aball proelel• aucb t act, &D4 1t ahall tbtrterter bt UA• 

la.tul ;o expor~ arm.~ , 1!1• Ir , Wben i ~ enact ed tbe 

prttont atatutt, CoQgrell bed intended to aakt it obll&eto~ 

on tbe Prttl~t t o 1saut a proola:atlon at tbe outbr.ak or 

4ur1ng; tbe pJ"OCl"tll ot hoeUlUlte, probably n would. oot 
ha•• uea4 l anauest wbloh ~peer• t o leave 1t to h1 s dl,oretlon 
to .ake or not to Qke a t1nd tag . 

8 . It 
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2 . It would b4 one thing tor t~e Preeident, 1n 

4eteralctna wbetber or not to 1n•oke the act, co accept 

aaae narrow, leaalistto •1•• cbat •t&ht be urse4 u;on hta, 

baaed on the otroucstanoo that there •~• hoet111t1tl tc 

proareaa itt China . It 11 quits anotbor thins tor btm, 

tn the licbt or bla central duttea and reepons1b111~1ea 

tn the 4ocatn or roretgn attatra, and the conceded interest• 

ot th1a country and ttl nattonale , and beor lng 1n mtnd the 

obTtoue purpoae ot ~be act, to proceed with caution tn order 

to a•o14 tbte country' a being 1nTOl•e4 to -.r, and to pre­

•ant tho oompllcatton• that an appltoattoa ot tbt act would 

inevitably crooto . When bo thus tatrly eurveys the eituation , 

Ln4 41100Yart that tbe~ ble been DO daolezatloD Of Wtr by 

altber ot tbe parties co the conrltct, both ~apaA aDd Ch1oa 

being unwilling to admit t~t e state or war reellr exteta, 

and contlnu1na to malnteln d1plo~t lo and oouaul~r relatione 

With eeoh other; when be further dlaoo•tra tbet no other 

country baa aaen tit to treat the ooatltct as • atate or war, 

and when hi rurther 41eoo••r• that there are con41tlona •ery 

clearly 1o41c~t1na aoun4 reaaons tor Dot invok i ng Cbe eot , 

tbe Preai4ent belie• e• tbt coarse he baa taken will aeet the 

approval or Co~aa acd the Aaerioan public . 

3 . Wblll lt la true that the ooaat or China baa been 

blookad&4 ea to Cblneae veaee l a , a btllig&reot blockade haa 

not been 4eola~d. ao4 ADerloau ahlpplft& baa Dot been aub­

Jeote4 to tbl exarolae or belligerent rtrhta . Red tbe Pres­

ident laaued a proclamat ion under the eot , and the l&me been 

•ooepted 
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accepted by the pertlta to the eonrllot aa oorrtot l7 

deaor iblng tbt altuat1on1 on4 h4d tbo partitt thereupon 

proceeded t o tbo tull exercise or belllserenc rlgb t a 

on lend and aea , our nat lonola and tbolr lnterttte would 

thereby have been tUbjaoted to very gr-eet and I.&DjuaUrted 

ann.o,.e.nee and hat.art . ihen the 41.r-rtou1Uea ln the rar 

l&tt •~•rted , aore than ten tbouae:d ~trlO&A ~tl~ola 

-ere in Cbtna, aoa. encased tn buateaaa, ao.e ln reltg1oua 

and ch&r!tablt work , and othe~• at Titltore. Tbt 1amed1ate 

and preaa1ng problta concerning tble CoTarnaent ••• and is 

tbe prot ection ot tho llvoe and property or tbott people , ao:o 

six tbouaend or wboa are attll lD Cblna . Ta bavo tekoa ~d 

are now taktna the maaeurea and preca,tlona tbo~ aeaa beat 

ealcul&ttd to pro=ote tbtlr aa!tty . Ko ITS~Dt 11 Dttded 

t.o 1D41cete tb ptrlla to wh1cb our naUoo.ala, or u.n1 or 

U1•, atgbt baYa beta a\1bjected 'by t!::e applloauon or 'b• 

act. "l'b.o dlrtiouay ot tYacuat1.ng and prououac the• =-IsM 

baYe been &rtatly i nortaatd by ClOthing tbt COOttnding par\181 

with great:e:r r:r-oodoc or aoUon and a l elt 4tgr.a or 11eb111ty 

than now obt.a tna . ln a44H1on 1 it may ba au.uaatad that the 

par;1tt by exero1etnr rull belligerent rt&btl atsht ba•e 

errectcd ;be atatue ot our naTal •••••1• 1n Cb1Dtll ••t•:r• 
and occestoned 1ec14anta lead~ to ~he aaortrtoe or tbe 

creat b .. to tbeory ot the Act. 

4 . In brtat 1 U baa balD the judgr.ent ot tb.t 1nt1cleot 

that ror hta to tind aD4 proclaim the extatenct ot 1 atate o r 

... r 



( 

-. -
war would b••• canded to deteat retber thaD oerry out tbe 

puzpote ot Consre••· Ne• ertheleea, wltb 1 •lew to carrytua 

out tbe apirtt or tba 'ot to t~ extent tbet aee:ed rea•on­

ebl1 .. rranted, be baa annouace4 that co•ern.eot-owoed abipa 

eb&ll retrain tree ~ranaport1Q8 ara., ...unltloa, an4 la­

ple .. nta ot .. r to eltber Jap&D or China, and tbat other 

~rican •eeeela Will 0Qsa80 ln IUOb tr&dt at tbtlf •WD 

rtak . Tbia be conatdered • •• as tar 11 1t wee pru4ent tor 

hlm to co . 
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JUDGE !.:OORE 

I wish you would t'\ll: wit h the Secretary 
and tell h1m I suc3est thnt you proceed 1m­
oed1ately to the study of the possibility of 
adoptin::; f' ne1v policy relntinc; to off-shore 
f i ohing in Alnska . The policy would be based 
on the fact thnt every n~t ion has tho right to 
protect its ovm food supply in wo.tors adjacent 
to ito coast in which its fish , crabs , etc. , 
lenve nt certoJ.n ti:les of t he yet:li' on their way 
to and froc the actual shore-line or rivera . 

I am fully aware of the old decisions in 
soo.line decisions and awards . Nevertheless 
in t he case of Alaska, we are faced with the 
problem of food supplies rather t hnn of fear , 
which can hardly be classed as a necessit y of 
life . Therefore, 1! on the facts it i s 
necessary to protec~ fish which would normally 
be used for rood in the United States on their 
micrntl ons up to any rensonnble distance from 
tho actual shore , we would be gi vine some 
needed prot ection to one of our nati onal food 
supplies . 

I malta t ho sugg;estion of a study of thi s 
kind only with the t houcht that Japan may seck 
to delay action and that we can not GO alone 
with l!IUCh further delay. I t occurs to ce t hnt 
a Presidential procl~.tion closi nc the sea 
tll'On alone the Alas:;an coast to all fishing -­
J apanese , Canndian and A1norican - - micht be a 
wny out -- in other words a ltlnd or mnri ne 
refuce where one i s esoential to end depletion. 
I do not knol'l what Japan could well so.y in tho 
event of such a proclamation and I nrn reason­
ably certain that the Canadian Government 
would n,provo and probably do the snno thine 
alone; t heir British Columbi a coast- line . 

F. D. R, 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OI'P"tcl: C>' THI KCft&TAAV 

DI\'!YOH OillDtRfTOf'ID AND IW.AMD ~~ 

WASHINGTON 

1t.mt..~'7 17. 1931. 

nto•"'Uf tor abUoUor a. h,l\c:. .... ,.. 
Dtp&r'tDe~at o1 aqs.. 

0. Ma7 1$, 1936. '-» Prut6.at. b7 IMftU" O*r t~tu'"' to ~ 
.,...,._., or U. Ia.,.rtor tM .tuh41oUoa ot \Jao ld..aa of 1a1""1'1o • .._Jcatr 
._.. Bowl.eiD4, auuttoe! a..r tho s~c.or, lll.o tt.rn o.LoN too \M ?~•\ CiraD 

,..,.,. r,.. ._.lala \o ~n.aa. IC• ~al.ult. ''- o\Ur w. .,, tu tf"Ca 
U.. Ort.t .:tr.t. ro•l• t:oo• ._olala to S7d.M7, A.IUit....Uo. ,_neu oU­
iMM •n .. ,u.~ tlarMa, &114 t!n.ic.4 ,,.,.. ..... ,.., .. "' C.tta1tel7 ••­
to\11olo4 \7 tlt.W oocaapaUoa wtdc' ooall.u.oo, a tranod ata~ea c .. 1 oa....r4 

.. nor ft"M I-., lulu Ti•Hia& the .. toludAI twr U•• a ,..or "o ltri~~o~ 
-.tor u4 tHd npPll ... 

'l'bo Wo~\.1011 re~l"'d Lc \bit htortor Dtpa....,a\ a\ \t.. U• wu 
\b.t.\ \boOO ldu~ WO.N potUUd "tirw\ bOp" 0\0pe f,._ ...... lulu t o R"OW 
~&lud a.od to A.ut\r&Ho reOP41Ctl""l3'· ('IM lolaMo art tle.\ u4 oou.lc1 be 
lu4 .. oa to. ac ._rgoJioy by a l&n4 pluo, Tbl nrtaot o r Ho•Und •~ta 
o,p.oHta.ll.7 prepancl tor 4a4 pluo l.ut11.,. 1A \.bt 8pi"1QI of 1917 1D 
uuotpotlol of tM lalldlz:l& o r A.lltlla l&ltlt.rt. t 

'l'llh Ja.ll '" hla.Db •• ,. Ti•Hed tol' Ule tin~ \~ 'b1 u qtrh1al 
r,_ r .. talAC'oc. __.17 tbe •rHer, t.b.t Jli"o\Or or \be OlY.UJoo or 'l'errl­
\.ori•• .,.4 X.lud IMH .. iou. '""wa u., O.p&n'\&ft rroca Wp)aJ.QC1.ca, 
l .. at•n.4 wt\h Kr. S...l W • ...,., Otocn.pbtr Ctt \bo lt.ote Dt~\, 
Wbo nat.e4 tlle\ u.~ .. ,. • eoor. or •• or ••.U l•l.IM.o La \t.o Paol.tlo, 
011aerU1p .r •toa.. -.. la et..pot.to Mt.-...a Cr.ot. lrUela ... tho OU.tM 
*'-M• . HI nanAor et.a\IN \'bat. .. _.uattou •r. a ,,... .... wttJa \be 
lrnlM •Uk lhe Jll!ea or eO\Ulhhtq: Uttanel.r .Utia tela ... Mloac.t 
to Q.lo~ ao"'"1C&t7. lie •atlooed t!llt ftooalz 11"01111) ep .. llt...U.,, \o 

l all fit -..su \b ~t.K 1\e'LM be._. elalJI. el\k ... ,..,..._La ft.ll4-

1\7 -. .. U• t•lu4a or \aaJ.a lliiUiP· f'te noeau: I""'Po 171• C!ft.tllJ' 
..... .r tbe 1;-u,lct La a;pn>&t-.Wo}¥ \be ..- 1-.Udt •• S.J..u,t u4 
-..r, le poWoal1el.l7 M:-rlOO•'bl• oa U. o,.., Ctrolll tl.l.IIU• \O Aa-t\hlta. 

I\ ... ·~'-4 ,..._, I YlOU \ht.e croup ta oou••uo. •u~ ar n•u 
lo U• .. Jeoeat leldlll or &wLud u4 Iaker &IIi ••t \lip • lM ftoeatz 
L•laaU• 11"t'\tl.Ae• .. ~row drplu.e etoUoo•, •'- · l wu 1014 
tht Ol;l.lftal •couau.ou nn G,..., Bruo..u. t.i ~' to ut.e"blieb t.ba 

pl'ftll•• ~·' Mltb.r .. u"' do aliT'hlliC to 41•v.&" '"- !J:I!!!.Ja2.. ud 
•u qJoiMd Uael"etore Delt.IMr to .U. aA7 110'" to odlln l:rlUoh •o,..r.tpty 
oor to ut.obl.leb OIII.N, 



•• 
f&UT. Oil '1'11 Ued u.4 1Uptch4 I IIUIIber gt hlu4f 1D \he CIMN.l recioD 
or t» •rs:.t llloJ• etc,. em u.e ~,..., Circle rrouw.• to x .. z...t&A4 -.Ad &.u.~­
tl'&lla 'f'U_p.oUwl.)-. I.:~ ue rt"' CroGU.Jo U...t1n arw;,)rert Jt ........ ·• ••r. 
~, faaat ... C2t.J"let:J~a~ ... Jarrte. I= ll'tt MOQz;6 &1'C11Q (:Pboea.la: lrcNJ) 
1PIN Jhlll, .,.._,, ftonU, b.Urbuy, C&.Dtoa, IU!tl' ut Bodud. Jtr obf.t.l'ft­
\Sou u • reaal\ o:t \MM -,tel\e t.re u rouon: 

RoWland, aa•r u4 1arYt• art or rel.au.,.ly lUtle uH tor 'f'&A.I....oe.a.cio 
flllhtia tor ihe tolloW1D6 r.uoott 

&.. OG.l7 l..t plul;a ou alllk' tbtre. 1\ Mtu U.t. UQQI l&oM ~ 
plaa.IM4 t» orlc.iul ~\Soa •t 1MM hl..a.JIII.I "" tlte C:.t\.M 1\a\.ea 'QWo ,. .. .,. -so. _... •aa oce.-ta•d that naw,. tr&P-oce...Uo tlrtac wOQU t. bJ l&l!ld plan•, ThU it aot t he O..M t ode.J', Ud .. l"t&ta.l.J W1.11 DO\ M M ttl 
tbt A•r t\:ltun, 1ft U7 ueat, 1 \< w-oull! ba.,. ,.,,..4 a.hteabll \o haft ... 
ltUM a.coo.aa \bt .... u.able t.lanU •o~~~t that bet both eutttotec.\ lu4 eur­
teM tor lut plaM at rport. u4 ahelte~d ••ter tor .. a-pla.Dta, 

1. aowl •. d, a.hr d Jarrt• '" aU ..u, w l..s..:se•t Mlal .,.lol., 
b•• tbe;D two aS~• ~alliS •*' Wl)o.t~t~ or • aU• w-t• ... tll1a.n1• aJI4 ~raN eQMWbt. ..U.r, 

O. z..naua bt.e to N 4ona la ~~~~t.ll boat. a oro .. tta r .. t. "o •achoragt 
nl•t~• al"'O.md l.'l7 or ~be•• 1tl~4e , tlw ftet thtl'rta& orr abrupU.t 'o c-real 
4tptbt. 'l'bl \nta.t-porbUOil or btu7 •tn1 . .U oa1o tl:!ut ltlgQ 1t un '0 
w,_alblt. 'l'berttora ~ ltD • JM~t ••'-bl!tt!M:at llaN 11 oat or 
tbt 41'·a .. t1oa. 

111. tbl Pbouix srw,p , b'*'""• tbtro it ._cotbar Utud. .. .Caa.t-on--ldlicll potatutt jut tM qudl!icaUoat NC&Ulr~. At· tbt ~._. RCJiflatt4 1 lat.r n4 
, 1 1•1'Y'l• ••~ ttnao tarb 11:1 1936, c .. ton ,... u.aooou-plt4. ~ Olt.1\t4 Stai .. 

olala to H •u appro~t.elr u e>o4 u to RoM~ • Iaker -.D4 1tnit. H 
lt tuNtort 4lttl01lH '-0 ~ntu4 ~ c.Dt.e.n •u DO\ Mlectt4 tor MUle· ••' ,oerta1&17 la rNt•re::.o. to 1toth lcnaa.llll a.D4 J.nr and t'ftt •rt b 
prttu•~ t o tbt ttc.oo4 ot Ul•• two 1alan41, thN tbN• \wo, tthat~ 
OloM topt.her atld wboll.7 ata1ltlr, 4upl1cat. tub o\btr wttbout ad41tlonal 
adunt•.se. 

Cutoa. it a oohl atoll, auv.ata-4 betwQ lM 17Ut .:4 lUM ,.ralltlt 
or loqit":!~ nat aM e;pro%1at.lt "'- &ta:-.. twr a.t.zr::Ut ann. u u • 
t4a-Cat ~n~r Net~t WS t~ u O.,.niQ& lll tbt rMr OG U. wau aboot 
lCO 7a1"111 wt~ u4 a eha.:u:iel t1P:t to tt::l teat 1a ttpth at. k1&b Uta. 'l'h1• 
o.~l t.~trtfON pt!'B:ltt tbe ptt...,_. or •mall 'boata 1..1lto tht l.acooa. Tht 
l-eon 1• about ail:l• a U•• loD& ud tour m.u .. Wi4t, 11h1lt u ooa \a1c• to~ee 
oon.l patwe aad un4cubtt411 ao. • bl.aatt oa would b.-.n to be 4oM, 1 t it cow 
po,.lbl• for lttpli.IM• to la.ad. tlliiN. I!Q.ftowr, UlfN it a::plt wrtact rqr 
l&a4 pJ.ar..t, parUnlarl.J oc tM aorth ate. of abt ltla:u! W'CtN tMN L• al­_., • tt:a...t&H n&J~Jra7 tor ~ Uu•• t-o fOILT •·11•• Wl t.~ a wt4tla ""lYtc.& be­
, .... 3)0 u4 300 nrb. nt .. ~ 1a lD l» 41 NC!U<D of tblt pN...u.t.Ja.a wta4t, u4 tb.tre an otb.r a.Na.t a'f'all.ablt ca Ult w•l ala. beloW tbt op&a­
lQI ta tbe r'ttf. oa t~ tQ.a\k •U• a.a4 ot1 tt.. •••'· h a44Hto:. t.o t.rtaa 
both l.afld ple.na aa4 ••• plau potutlalH1 ... n h .. ~ .e:acbot~~•. '1'bt opao-



3. 

iA& to ~b.a raat ooul4 •Ubou\1 41tt1eu;ltl7 'be 4Mpn.t to adatt wualll or 
dUiN4 •tu. 

Cut-ce 1• tbe JOlt 4 .. \!'!bh Ula::l! IL!S4 partl.ara tla oW on• 1D tht 
J'bo&Oi:r l:tCIUp • orU t !(N11'1.M tor niaUOll p.uyoau. 

!be BrttU!t .. .,. .. ttliUaW two tel~ e.e, o• ot lla• • n41o opua­
tor, oa Cu\oa, wtn .... u" (11do:ra Ul.aderl .. nut. .,.., •-" .. ,,b1UM4 
oa. lDt wat oo .. , Jatt aoul'i ot tbt aon..ce. 10 Ua ~. u4 tt-ir- ahaeb 

are djueat to tbo" '"•bUabd bf na ..._rteu aou,., t~ttoa ot 
June, 1937. 'f'!lt a arptdUtca•• .. rbr, or oo=oNu, wan u ,..rlc.aA tl&l 
aaa»b4 cc both ald., ud 'ooltt4 uu•oug.b th• OOilcreu , tUll l'bii.Ut . 'Da!1 
.. .-ta1u4 tbe lalu4, t~t 8rtt1ab radio oJin•tor 4eoltDe'4 our to'f1 tattcm to 
cau aboard tor ci.!Mtr on tba Jr.:)Uftd th#lt ht cOUld aot lu.- hit tw.41o ADd 
tbat bit aatocltU ••• o•tr CG the Gthe:o at~ or tbt loluO wub th nAtlw 
unut. •• satta.N4 t~\ tM .. two wt!'t r-J.l"ftJ1.QI. 

H ..... a ,,..,, p1\J \hat wt 414 1101: tab po.tt .. tioa. or Cuton a.t t~ 
u .. w oe-cuptd Babr, Bowla..D4 u4 1U'rlt, u Cu\.oa would bin b .. :.. UIPlA 
ror ea::::wrc1U tlJiq Me-4.1 ta thb n gtor. and •wU llk .. tN btw bH:. u .. -
~1 to.r ~ftl p.t.rpOMI. 

!bl.l, tb Dlxt bin ltlu4 la Uot Pbouh lf'OUPo a.. u. up]A lagoo=~ 

a\lo"IO.t twr &Ue• loa,c b7 n.r .. aU•• Wide. bbt ~ h.14 nrtu• Sa Ur&i!equaw 
uoept o:: tbAt m1'1:btatt n.a. 1.&:1.¢1A& t!oe~ woal4 k 41t:S.odt 1a oaH ot a 
1outh1ut or aort_. .. , W\.o.4. 

lnd•rbu:y 11 u 1tl&ll4 ot the Bowla.a4. &li:;ar aA4 lama ,,. , e .. l':bou.P 
oonal~ra.bly lU'ISII', M1D.C tb.folt llilea lOll& and agproXI.aattll' a aUt wide . 

Wltbln ~h• 1 ... t ,.._r 'he !ritlab haT& taken 41tlnlta ''''' to occupy 
tbtao 1olan4a. toNtrl.Y ~DOOO\lpte4. NaUna •N • PSI-&rnU)' .. tt.bltahd on 
Rull, ~t;ll4 usa a~4 tha otbtr ltl!U141 ht.ft ben: tomall1 tA111D4 to tho 
lUbart u4 IUlot COlOQ, WUbia tbe paat ,..,r, I~ t!nloD UJ.o.D4a; UHY .. 
J:.an beG Httlt4 OD lf4M7 o .PbOUJ;z ._r~d 1!10~1"1 IN lUll ui:I..1..DhaltUa4, 
but. th ar1 Ut~ tla.& 1&&81 .... biOll\.ed .::4 11 •;pa.,..r:.UJ ND ... 4 lft%7 taw 
c~~o\U c;.:a • tl&& pole 'M ... U& ftlcbi a.ro. U.t two toll•tar •~:: u.rD;oS, 
or •bJ.e I taw pbo\HftJ)U; 

ns• Itha-4 belo.::p to ~ Br1 uutt JCaJttt7 
1.111,1 C.Orp n . ... n.tw4 b7 R.M,,, am 
1asarr 19~. tB1_p.t4) 1.C • .P. 1\14"'*7 

Captaic, l.tt'. 

OU'borl u.4 llllo.o r.tan4e colony • 
. Ua.lnll\l'f.tl?l n.tt to l'ho•nlz ltl.IDd 
H. w.c .s. ~~oa* ootobor 19'' 
(S&61 M.t..StDa).otoo l!,l.ltav.4o 
lt•at.or 8.¥.G. S. Nlaa,Doll. l.itahUU .. tht Otttoer 

e . .1.1.e. 
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""' lrlUeb Wbo 'fillt~ tt.t lelu&! la ouot.r, lt:Sf, tNOLt4 11a1hr 
tl~t on all '-b• Pbot:Gtr taludt, Tbe truHo.t.l<'tl •outa tbtntor. tt. tb"i 
4tttll1tl .. po-.. ••tca wu not prootat_.4 ~nttl le•t CoLob•r, Jutt • t.w 
... tlrt, It Q0\1 d&Jt , 'tietON -t .-!tit , 

1D tbe ltlub l71e& du.t •~t!l rz..;. Ot.bla, \lit IIO...t-t .. U .. .LDirtca l.I'Cal.P 
D .. ,. t.~ ,,..., Cti'O.lt t'OlU to li• t..lut, hr ue ftWa:l Ua.t lllta\ b~~ tor 
.-"111 lace u4 ••• r.l&De a\~ u Will •• tor at'fll. "P'Irpw..a 11 Cbrln­
••· Clanet_. t. a l..s.1'l." 111~• • ._. 30 alltt ~. lf -.. 11 1111 .. wt~. 
u• ••'--tu a 4• -.pl-."'tC*:t l.apoa u wu •• ••wral -u.r l.a,sloou. 
~ lt'" tu~ l• •*" llld..l.t• 1--.: ... etctat •U•• 1ttt.. n. tt~d t• 
nat uc ,._~ tt a011t$ rt.o:. la::od tw dl '~' 1 ... t14M• a:at •• pl.uet o! 
th ~.~~ Shot<tt to ~t t~n. 1 lhpeu .. ttwral "C1ou or rat taarG. 
1.1"01Ul4 \1110 or Qr. CJA.t ·~· 

art.~ t• QIIU"ftb NUltd. U• p,.... • . , ocoo,.au ~tn or rtft 
-.ue ,." .. ...a , .. 30 ~ahtUu catlftt, '!'M wt.U•• ,,.. u .. lrtt.t.b ad­
III!Aittntor, CowJt; • Cueho4lont- r.aM4 ;,,..~ot wt1o tt t!Mo --.r or 
t.bt oopr. ocrue .. toa. lltltC bu beec ltue4 to a rnoQ r .. t .. at or TahHt; 
bt1 wtr. , lUI 111ln- ,.a.r-old ~~~; a=d ou .. lh\Ut. ..r. u po~~el'bl.e tor 
the Qal\14 S\a\11 to 1100~ ~lllltCD of Cbrll~l, .. tboul4 bAYe 1D tbtl 
cAt lel,a.114 ,._J71.b.lZIC thst w aee4 1D t\1 O:.at Olrob rou\1 to ... t.ee.lu.l!: . 

'n11 o\bltr polatblltu .. tc thil &1'0\l.p art n.cUatbb , 

WuhlJIC\OD 11 "oo amall , 

ltacau•• ••r, Wbtob • alr-..61 lila,., ta Whollt waae\hho\ory. Tbere 
11 ao 1.u.4 tllrtaoe. rftll •' low tt« ooq • ... u pon1oa or tt;e rMr 11 
Yhlble. l'hla wtaAa blow t"nm t!l• aO"Q.tb, • 1btp uoborl4 111t!lta t.o .a_.,pl.:f 
naet -.a.u oot M •at•; ~ 1t 11 ••~trel,. ••t• to ,., ,_, •ttll • ~ .... 
,.,.. t~01a4111Ja tM qatlMr _, M C:oo4 toT tl.Jlac. it woald bot 1.llii••U1la tor • 
pla.ot t.o l,u.d n .. re. Yt~ a lotzt~lt W1D4, Uta wa'Nt · - la \ll.rota~ tbl 
opnsaa u4 ..,.lt -.b 1 t •:rt=-1.7 41rt1oult 'to lut t»re ,.,._. la «104 

... u .. r. 1 kaw ooattr&ll4 ~e ~. 1uu. 1'l"1JP1o Pfttt .. at ot t)ia PU -'-rl(;Q 

.urw.:r-, , .. , nac=an•• .,..:t ta cout .. ret auattatuto17 ....... poh:z:tta.Ur .._ ..... 
l u4entllllll Ul•t the hTT ta Pl.a=.11al to •.Paad aanral llwlllrat t~aM. 

doUa" La \l•attq u O}II:I.!JlC thn:ll&h U:• Nlf la Pa.lll;fr. &114 t\lrtMr lllut-
1 .. "" o.oral \o e-~t tt:a ":brat lqoou ud. -• Uta tal.aat a'f'llllabltl tor 
•• aJr'plue 1\atloa, ftl • u fl:1 JU4plat wtll Pl'O" .. tohl ,.,,, or fW141. 

"-• oorat rwr utaa4• tot t o11r llilaa wuto of tbe p!Aiot wtl.al'e t'b.e la.cooc 
•oul4 ~" to be utere4. ror tbU1 a aU•, u ha• a .. m-1.1 clap ttl or onl.7 
\W or tlbtN r.at, Jl&•t:lc.C ttiJ'I would bl an"'•17 eaptutw. 't'bl lOQS•n 
liGCth or tile t..rs••~l.e,sQ<m. 1• lau t han a aile: tb.e otbar two lepou 'tlhtab 
al'l ••P'"''.e t~a~ it. by eonu~r.ble ooral .,. ntf110U,.1)' le,.lt • aU• u4 
~wo .. tb l N.a ot a 111lt ln liD&tb ic tM Ia» 4t l"'oUoa. BIJoad tba\ 11 ~be 

tut: that. tlbara 1• loe4~t:• laad. eurtto• oa Pa~ aD4 oaly t~ alcli t obJes\ 
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kid or u ena'bU•b.lz8a1. cov.le t. or.-.hi \hen. 1 • tODYIJiotO \hat a ,..., 
Upto41t'IU .. Ot *'MY \bu• Wou.ld. pro41.1ot GO\biAI aaUit.0\01')', 

Jutta4 or ax:pu41..q: 1a.rw:a aWE.~ or 1110011 oD r.JJq,., 1 -.ml.)' r.OQ!Eiend 
tbl.t '"'"' prtor artol"\1 N ca.de to aawn Obt1n•• , Wb.to.b Ia not 01ll7 1.t1 \be 
, .. proup bu\ h better a1tuatt4 'Moa"" t'\a~blr ••t.7 tro. Hoooltdu ~d 
ont•u· Pqo .-..o,whloh WIDU.l4 M tba •to•4 nop ta \be tllebt to !lew Z..-t.luus. 
Jt all ettorta tan Ia HOIU"1A& to'nntptJ o"r Oarsa~. n 1a po .. tu. 
\hat a Jolal MOUJIUIOJ' Wi\h tba llrlUI~ oo-.14 M •rU4 CN\, (A 11ait.r 
lOla\ OICNpU., 'betwMII tl:.a ~lQ •4 tb. r-z.a" U 11\l .. I .. 17 •U -.1.1-
U tduC U \b.a Cart'b'Mu, St . Kar\la,) 

.a.a 1-a ... ,.,1• Wllot. t..a. ot aonrH~\7 sa auu -.ot tn --l"'Q.• 
h altU 1daaU, a.D4 tllllt-nl~ ot auUar .. ....,.,.., ...... ,_,. t.a901.-.., 
... ta '"• or t.-.. ~-Its .. or tM au:saau .. , r •OIIIlt ~ .. u. .. , __ 
tllac .. cauuteu Ial.u4 or a.-stu bof• u ... •u .... ~. a.br .­
lama. tM a.rt\Uk olai:r t:u ~ ~ '-• pa\l,J at~ll.eoM \7 NOta\ 
oc~,.u•, '-' tt... tran .. Std'41a tad. a 1oac oc::ev,.uo.a prtor to ttat ~ 
•••:patio. .,. -oii.U at.C t.o blor tJ14 1 ..... U. to,_ •t tt.. 1:1Ualt olat.a 
._..4 oa J:r'.-.. tl\ CMoa-ppq , 'l"Mre u dpla Po.~ \t.f l.taDI tor a MttlA­
MD\ or ...._Hu ~top •U:bou.t d)" ecua.ntct •uh '"'- aruuh. who ..,. &:'QUpe4 
oJ.OM \ o U. corn *Z:It~e• 10 t1a J..a&ooD, 

llu44 OA IV obMr..aUcma. I "'uld r.c-.d 1 at.U.ar MUle•c' oA 
Cu\oo l alA.Ddi, JJrtHsb oc:Clqluey te a •un ot ool7 a te• IIO.D\1.\e, It ap­
paart \o ,._.,..been Ia rtola.tton or our Wld.entu4illl a\ h••'• u4 .. ttl.e~~~~tat 
.. hbUab.ct bJ 'bo\b the Ural ted St.te• ud Orta\ lltitata woul\1 c r.auy aUtD&t!Wa 
oul' olala, Sau.lament cculd '"l'Y eull,f be etteou4 al\bn djaoent to 'be 
,,. ... , l l'tU.ab bou..a1n1 011. th• •tll:lll •td• or t.be OptDtJI& ot tt.. l.a&oou, or tblt 
otbtr •t4a. 1 wov.14 l'feo=end tb• ... 1161 when t.bt tollp .. e;cpe4H10A be.• 
Lett. ooutdl,...bla Mtn1a.l and wb.art the ,_r1MD •ricer u looatld, 

tor tl'l.4.tq pt.JI)IQ8ea i n IM&Ot1&ttou wtt.h Ote1\ lrlhta, I wwH llke­
•tH r.e~p ""U-=ac Cl:l Eda:'but7 ud po .. 1~17 ftiOtatx-, W'Molli are 1110• u ­
oe .. .&~td. 

t f.lf. aot rtatt ICDt of L!:.a o~er ut.•U 1aalu6t4 la , .. Uat or tboM 
ho1tlo l•t...aU \o 4tc:lr. ~· t!'ll.U.e4. ~•WI• llu 1 et..La. pu\lCIII.la.l"l.J' ~-
ta t.ae Gllt.J"\ P'O'OIP· It t:ta .. a.:. 6utn\le t:-r otMr ,.tpOM•. t~:1 t~ 
atl"t~Hai"C or •r ola.t.s oo the p.r.YlOG*lJ •.attoM4 ta~ U 1.te l'lloeaU: 
u.t J.urs• «r00;a (Cdtc:a. ~rt:llll:r)'. Chrtl..-..) al ~' lila .,..t'll..l tor tr.6.1.ac 
,..,.,..... 1a Ua• .... o!' ~l.cm. ne~ 1• a -..1 14 ,. ... tc r tftl'!:?' •oUaa. 
~ II"'.Uelt oo~~-'" .. ,n_a, or ''* ,...., ntte .._. ut • aatt-- 1• 
1 .. 1 U.u alJ; .oatllol ol4. II. Will M e:t~~plltell nlUtte( _, ._,. MCQ,UO)'". 
lUI. s.t q tel.,-, H , .... e:~;UrelT srobable 1.\.at tb.e l:'ttt•• M7 la:ld t\.lrtba.­
•eUlen. _, •"-" f!H,aatq ttle ob.amlel 1a1.o th 1-.,ooo. ar ~lut 1a <tbl 
lw;ooo u4 -.:r 1# C"..ll. • tl,fi.q tt•l4 oa. tbe lad eul'faOt. TIU• has not fel! 
tak ... pl.aoe , but ooooe1Yaltl.1..., b'I1D at aar -.u. a~&o~ up•UW.n or 
t\l,o41 oo l.b.e tal.,:~d. b7 1.~ B:r1Uib W!Oq}d. &l"'aU,r S..,.lr aA7 ettort1 w ml4bt 
&a~ \0 11011,. \\1• 11.laA~. 

u woulel ... tb•t et tb1• or tUoal potct 1ft tbe tttort> 1.0 .. ou" Pat:~1U~ 
Ul1U141 .,. 1houh1 oot. .- the a111.ab or l.alUfll p.o••u•toa tloo h'-• · •• a.n 



'· 
pr-•a.a'lfl7 tfl,eJ'lAi a Jlr1o4 Wblio tb .. , .t•Lu ,,. 1011111 t.btlr tlut4l\.y, 
JD t1 fti'J lbort tt. it wtU be lllliiOb .01'9 41tt10\ll\ \0 &Ohlnl Qat CU llOW 
bt •oble,..d, I beUn• tbat tbt P!'lltnt World 11\IJdtOD, \M U!!.p(l14 !lrtt.tab 
fitb\ too "'• •tie, ahGUU a.a t\ •••hr tor u.• to •ou" oootot .. ton. 110• t~ 
th lr'I.H•h tbat1 •" ~ 1\ztur. U.M, 
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DCitAaTMI:NT 0' eTAT~ 
WAeHINCITON 

J anuary 27, 19~8 . 

lOOn, a 7 .. , will han dllj)ll4 olnol the attention 

or \hie GoYeraaent wao 4rawn to the otatuo or Canton Io­
l.n4 an4 oertaln other iolan4o 1D 8ld-Pao1.tic. 

In the 1Dtenal, there hu been atab aoUYU7, 'out 
the otatuo or tho 1elan4o il no neal'er oettle...,nt than 

1t wae a Tear aao. On Auguot 9, 19~?, we propooed to 

the Britilh a otan4otill durlng dleoueolono between our 
two COYerD81Dtl .. to the title to tho Ielan4 or Oanton 
an4 to oertolD other 1ol.n4e wbioh ie the eu'ojeot ot ooD­
tUotq olalu. !be Brltllh, 4eop1te pro•lleo ude 'o7 
b'oa117 ottleiale, at Y&riolle tiMe, to pr .. , the •atter, 

haYI lxh1'o1ted a def11\1te tllldiD07 tO eOC&II in dllator,r 
taotloo. It 11 true that 1D a note ot Ootober 20, 19~7, 

the7 .coepted 1D pr1...,1ple the •tho4 propooe4 'o7 thil 
GoYern.ont tor eottllD& the i11111, 'out thl7 null1t1e4 

the erreot or their .. oeptanoe 'o7 axoeptlns rro• the 

dliOIIIIiOD the leland or Oantoa an4 the other 1elan41 
ot the PhoeDJ.x Group. lloriOYir, eo• u .. atter thl7 

had 

!he Prooident, 

!he lhlte Bou••· 
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had reoolnd OW' aoto propoo l"' a atarutoUll, thor toot 
otopo t o laD4 oottloro aD4 oqulp .. nt on C&Dtoc IolaD4 

aD4 on tho other 1olaD4o of tho Pboocl.x Group, thuo dlo­
riSal'dlDC the pr opoood etaD4et1ll. 

CloarlT, then, tho tue h11 ooae to brl"' thlo 

.. uor to a head. !ble Departaent 11 ot tho Op1D1on 

that fW'thor dolar DOt onlT wol&ld eorYo no ueatlll purpooo 

but would be haraful t o our lnteroete l.nYolYod. !hi 

llaYT aD4 IDtor1or Departaente wllh to aot at once. 

In the olroUIIIItMOoo, rou algbt w11b to oonatder 

the f ollo• lni altornat1•• ooureoo: 

( 1) You atsbt w1eh poroonallT to oU8liOn Un4ear to 

d1eouu the aatter fW'tblr ln tho hope ot pereuad1na tho 

8r1t1eh to eacase 1n a oe ttle .. nt 1n nos ot1at1on w1tb uo. 

It 11 ~parent, bowoYer, troa put exper1enoo n th 81r 

Ronald 1n t h1o 0111 that 11 thor he b1uolf dooo not at­

tribute croat ~rtaDOo to 1t or h1o oftorto aate llttlo 

or no bead war at tho roretsn Ott 101. He would, doul>tlou, 

repeat , 11 be hal on •••rr proYloue oooae1on, that tho 

8r1t11h GoYI I'DMDt O&ft do DOthina wlthOOlt tho ~pi'OYal 

of tbo IIIW ZlalaD4 GoYII'DMDt--and tho approYal of tho 

lie• Zealand Go•oroaent dooa not appear t o be torthoo•lng. 
lloYortholoee , 1t would do DO hara to atteapt to oonYlnoe 

Un4ear of tho a&Dlfold ad• ant&CII ot followtna the pro­

cedure of eettleaent ot the oontro•erer 1D d1eouee1on 

botWIID 



~tweon the - ro ... rnMn\1 4ur1Jic a otaD4ot111, an4, 1n 
or4or to 11YO a44o4 wo~t to our ooatent1oa that th1o 
woal4 oonotltute tho wlooot oouroe an4 tbo lo .. t proao 
to lol4 to untort11aato publicity, you atgbt ~ 41opooo4 
to ooany a warnlas to ha that ualou hto OonrnMnt can 
ooo lto • 17 to aooopt our propooal with rosard to .. thod 
ot ooccl o .. ac la a .aath'o t1 .. , 7011 will tool obl1go4 ( a) 
to tranotor by Exoout1Yt Order to the Dopart .. nt ot tho 
taterlor the adalDlolratlon ot tho leland• 1n a14-P .. ltlo 
to wblob •• aate olala and (b) to l&Dd oettlero on thooe 
1ol&114o. 

(2) Ia oaoo J0\1 tool that thlo oouru entalle too 
WOh 411&7, J'Oll algbt-- thle 0...,.11 ll app.rUUJ taYOro4 
by tho NaYJ aad taterlor Departaonte--tranetor by lxoou­
u ... Order to tho eo!alniltratlon of tbo Dopart .. at ot tho 
Iator1or (a) tho lelaa4o ot the Phoonlx Group, to obloh 
we •at• olala, parUoularlJ Canton, ladorbary, Pboenlx 
&114 MOloan Iolande, or (b) a .aro oxtonolYO llet ooYer­
lai all lol&Ddo 1A •14-Paoltlo to obloh wo •17 aat• ola18, 
OYoa tbo,.P w a1gllt ab&Ddoa aany euoh olalao at a later 
data by Ylrtae or an .,....oaoat with tho BrtUah. OA thlo 
Uot a1gllt non ~ 1Doll14od ObJ'1at ... Iolaad, Wb.ioh tho 
NaY7 aad Interior Dopartaonto aro part1oularl7 doolrouo 
or ooouPJlDC, at lo .. t 1D part, but ao to IIIlich our pool­
tloa 11 wat. At tho oaao tlao, you aight author lao tho 

doopatoh 



4a~atel> ot the retramta """'"' Ituoa with oett ler'a and 
~ulpaant tor' Oanton, ll:nder'bu17, Phoen1Jt and Cbr'lat .. a 
Ialan4a. 'Ia WOill4 thaD ~ 1ll the a1tust1on ot hatrlng, oa 
aoaa ot tha 1alan4a, both .lller'loan and Br'1Uah aeUler'a 
a14a toT a14 .... - wb1la awaiting a dlploaatlo oettl .. aftt ot 
the 1aaua. 

I1 rou tatror' thla oeoolld alter'nattu, I • ot the 
op1n1on that • • abollld oo..unloate the enolooe4 note to 
the Br'1t1ah, C1Y1"8 thea aottoe that we r'ecard, aaong 
othere, Oanton, !nder'bur'J, lloKean and Phoenix Iolande aa 
.lller'loaa aoll, polllUDC out that we r'ec&r'd the 8rlt1ah oo­
OilPJliiC p&r'tJ Oft Canto~> Ialand aa ~lDc on Aaer'loan tar'r'l• 
tory wlthoat .uthorl&atloa, aad ra..,.ttlDC that thar hetra 
~~~ aaan thelr' W&J to accept Ollr' pr'opoeal ot aattle .. .,t ot 
tltla to tba lalaada 1D Jolat 41aoll&&loft. 

I ahoul4 .,,..,. .,.oh appr'aolata JOilr' 11latr'llot1ona, and 
&hall bold IQ'Ult ln raadl.a .. a to 41aeuaa t he aaUaro wlth 
roa tllr'thar lt roa daalr'e. Maanwblle I anoloae oopr ot 
Ml'. GNaDlng' a .. .,.,and,.. t ollo• lnc h1a trUlt to ao .. ot 
the !a land•, and the draft note to lllr' Ronald L1nd &a1 a'lloYe 
r atarra4 to 4 .. l&n&4 to reoCYar OW' tr'oedoa ot ~t1oa. 

EDeloeurea: 
1. Jla.,ran4ua ot 

Mr'. Orllanlac. 
2. Drat\ ot a nota to 

tba llr'ltlab !abaaaJ. a. np. 

FaUbtullJ JOU!'a, 
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DE~A.-TMCNT Or aTATE. 
WA 8H IHOTO H 

Eltoellenc;y: 

Reference 11 made to tb1e Go•ernment'o note or 

Auguot 9, 1937, ouggeot1ng a aothod or oettl1ng b1 a 

otandotlll during d1oouoo1ooo betwoon the Amerloan and 

Br1t1ob Go•ernaonto aa to the title to the Illand ot 

Canton and oertaln other lalande 1t1 tbe Peo1t1o wblcb 

11 the eubject ot contllctlng clalae. 

»ore thaD !1YI moothe b&ve now elapeed olnce the 

American GoYern.ent propoeed to tbe Brltlob Go•ernment 

the dleouooloo ot the contl1ct1ng alai•• or owneroh1p 

ot Canton and certain other P&a1f1o 1elande. In 1te 

note or October 20, 1937, t he Br1t1eh Go•ernment, it 

1e true, accepted 1n pr1nc1ple the propoeed method ot 

eettleaont wltb th11 GonrnMnt, but oull1t1ed tbe et-

teet or th1o acceptance when 1t opec1t1oell)' excepted 

Rlo txoelleno:r 

?he R1Cht Honorable 

81r Ronald L1ndea:r, P.c., 
G.C.JI.G. , [.C . &. , O.V.O., 

Br1t1ah Aabaaeador . 

rroa 
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rroa the proposed d~oouoolon the leland or Canton and 

the Phoentx Group or lol&ndo and, et a tlae wbtn t bt 

Aurloan GoYirnaont oonoldertd 1toelt bound b)' tho 

otandotlll agreement lt had propoood ln lto note ot 

Auguot 9, le37, the Brltlah Go•arnmant oent oettloro 

and equtp•ent to Canton leland. MoreoYtr, dtoptto 

ee•eral eonYereat~ne bet .. en ot t1o1ale or the Depart­

.. nt or State aDd Your Excelltno7, the pro• leo except­

lag the 1elan4e or tbe Phoenix Group fro• the d1eouee1on 

bu nner been w1 thdrawn. 

rhe Amer1oan Goyarnment, therefore, la reluetantl7 

obllged to conclude t hat the Brltleh GoYernaent la not 

wtlllOC to eocept the •etbod or oettleaent by ••an• or 

a etan4et111 durtnc d1toutt1one aa to the tltle to Canton 

leland and certain other lel&nde ln the Pao1t1o, and la 

oo~elled to reiterate that 1t dote not accept u blnd-

toe upon 1t the Brltllh Order-1n..Counc11 ot March 18, 

1937, 1noorporet1a& 1n the Gilbert end Elliot lelande 

OolOD7 the PhoeniX Group ot 1elen4e. FUrther, lt Can 

not accept ee e Y&l1d betle tor a ole1• to &D7 one 1o­

lan4 pooooeelon eetebllohed b7 ocoupetlon eubeequent to 

lta 



ita nota or Auguat 9, 1937. 

!be Aaerioan Go•erNOent, oo thu ocoaaion aaat, 

aoreo•er, without preJudice t o ite claiaa to other ia-

land a in tbe Pae1t1o not included 1n the Phoen.U Group , 

intora the 81'1t1ab GonrDaent that it regard• Canton Ia­

land, Enderbur7 I aland, Xclean leland and Pboen.u l eland 

1n tho Phoen.U Group ot lalanda aa Amerio&n territorr by 

YlTtua Of d1aCOYe!'7, OOCUpatiOD at Y&l' iOUO t1aaa and pro­

clamation. !he Aaerloan Go•ern .. nt, accordingly , feela 

tree to aaerciae 1n tbeoa i a l&Ddo all the rlgbte &Dd 

prl•llagel aocru1n& to poaaeeeion. 

!be Aaerican Go•eroaent bad hoped that tba procedure 

wh1oh 1t 1uggeated in ita nota or Auguat 9, 1937, alght 

be t ollowe4 . In tha olTcUIIatanoeo, boweYer, 1t 11 coo­

atra1nad t o point out that lt oonaldora tho Br1t1ab oc-

cupr1n& part7 on Canton leland aa eatabllabed, without 

authorisation, on Aaarican aoil. 

AOoapt , Excallanor, the renewed ae1urancea or ar 

higbeat ooneideratlon. 

. . 
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I SD .u.so-•a.,- and Iz:t.ttrlo.r 

told•~tor other correapond.ace 

oc Cutoa hl.a.D4 •to. 
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THE COUNSELOR Of THE DEPARTMENT Of STATE 

WASHINGTON 

January 27, 

Dear Yr . President: 

The attached papers pertain to t he effort we 
have been making to bring about a negotiati on with 
the British Government relative to the islands of 
the Pacific , Included is my letter to you of this 
date, and also the dra.ft of a letter you may wish 
to approve our sending to the British Ambassador . 

The matter has been very carefully considered 
by several of the Department officials, and should 
you wish to discuss it personally with any of us, 
Kr. Hoffat, Ohief of the European Division , and I 
will be at your service for t hat purpose. 

It is perhaps proper that I should emphasize the 
point that we all agree that our Government cannot 
maintain a claim of ownership of Christmas I sland, 
~he evidence showing that it was not only discovered, 
but for a long time has been occupied by the British, 
Accordi ngly , if ther e is an executive order , you will 
wish to consider whether the order should name Christ­
mae along with the other islands . It is also proper 
t o mention that if action is to be taken by executive 
order , the order should be issued in advance of t he sailing of the Ooast Guard Cutter Itasca, which expects to sail from Honolu+u to the South Pacific within the 
next week or ten days . 

Yours very sincerely , 

Enclosures: 
As sta.t~d. 

The President, 

The lhlte House . 
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) ' './ \J~ 1 
TH:tCOU,Stl..Cl'l Of'THCDU'ARTMOiT~ STAT£ 

f W.UWI~OTQH 

J'el>ruary 26, 1938. 

Dear Kr. Preeident: 

Thia refere to the aaleon tlehtng =atter, 
which I l>elleYe you will t hink ought to l>e 
handled without much delay, 1D Yi ew of the coo­
cer n felt on t he Pacific Coaat &bout further 
Japaneae actlYltiea. 

The paper I left ycu l&et week lo what hA1 
be on thought out here ae a atate~ent the J apa­
neae Government might concur in being publlebed 
ao a teoporary 6tspcoltton of the problem. The 
idea ia that 1! you approve the atateoent, it 
should be eeot to Kr. Grew. 0! courae it may 
not be acceptable to the Japane ea, but it accept­
able, our belief is t hat we will cer~a~nly have 
no further trouble thia year . 

lhen the atate~ent waa be i ng put in final 
tore, Senator Sobwellenbacb and Kr. Dl=ond oame 
t o my offloe, and aooe eugge atlone made by the 
Sena.t or wer e adop t ed.. A 11 t tle l ater I bad a. 
telephone converaation wi th Senator Bone, 1n1or~­

l ng him of what to propooe4 . lhlle Senator 
Sobwll lenbacb oeems to be doubtful about tbe 
pooo1l>U1ty of eftecttve leglelllt!on, l.!r. Dl•on4 
lo naturally ~LDJloue that bla btll , .Olcb 1a 
pretty dr&e\lo, ahould be enacted, but ey bel let 
i s that all of the gentlemen ment ioned are wl lllns 
to experiment in taking the oourae now be lng 
proposed.. 

Your o very einoer ely , 

'The Preeic1ent, 

!be lh Ita Houae . 



JQ- dear u.r. Prtlldent: 

OCPARtM IUfT 0' ITATI 
WAIMU.eTOJII 

ll&.rcb 10, 1938, 

You oar be interested ln knowtna that tht Br1t1ab 

Ambattndor tent & note lat e Tueeday attern60n very 

•auoh regretting th&t we h.ad taken eotlon 1n regard 

to Canton Ialatld and E:ndorb\lry hla.nd •without awa1t-

1na tholr propoaala Which tt 11 thttr hope will atrve 

•• a ba111 ror ending an unfortunate oontroYor17 1n a 

aanntr 4tetan.a to pretarve 1ntaot tht rtal 1atereat1 

ot all partie• con~e=nod. while r ender1na ot leta 

taportanct the Y.Xt4 queatlon or oontllot1nr olaiat 

to tb.t • arlout 1al.an4a 1n Ue So\ttMrn Pao1t1Q1
• (No 

1n41oatton ha4 e•er been rocel~ before laet Saturdar 

that tuoh propotalt were conte;plate4 or would 'bt rorth­

oomlna ,) 

The note then contlnueo 1n reeerTln£ Srlt lth 

rt;hte. and oonoludee with the hope 'thAt no turthcr 

d1tttoult1et 

Tht Prttldont , 

The Wh1 te Houae. 



/ 

/ 
41tt1ou1Uta will arle.~ pecdlng tlle Ncolp't ot t .t1f' 

JU"OJ)O•al• •• 

At 70u probabl7 know, k :ibuaador J:onr.e4.J haa an 

~polntatnt. W1 t.b Lord Ball tax t.'Ua afternoon whtn he 

plan• to d1acuee the gane~al queat1on. 

i'al thtully your a , 

~~~ 
Counulor 



WA.aHING"TOH 

.tpTil 13, 1938, 

111110 FOR S. T. E. 

l w-ant to cee J\ld.p ltoore 

a.n4 l)r. Orue.nlng next Monday. 

F. D. R. 



.---------------------~ 

W.ASWIH0T0 N 

April 7 , 1938 

Dear Colonel Rooaevolt: 

EDoloaed 11 a copy of a aeaorandua wrl~ten 
by Kr. Pterrepoot Moffat after be and I had U.lted. with the 8r1tlth ~~ ... ~or yeete~y . Following 
the talk we turnhbe4 tbe Ubaeeador m loterlor 
Departmen\ pre .. rtltaae ataUn.g the e-ubnanoe ot tbe Outon leland. peral t. granted the Pan 
.&aerlo&n a.ad J.lto 1ntoraed. hi• that the pere1t h revocable at any tlae without notice. re t bOU&ht lt waa ••rr deelrabl• to tn41oate to tbt Aab&aea4or that perllape hie Ocwerm:.ent baa ln mlncl obt t.ln lng 
the rl&bt. t o enj oy artauon f ao1lU1ee in Ht.w-&.1 1, our purpoee being to head bt. away from tbat poee1-b 111ty, 

1 &a in touch not only with wr . kotfat but wttb Dr. Gr~clng and ae befor e etated we can eee the 
Preddan't at any Uat be cay appoint . 

Euoloaure: 
)I@Soranchua . 

Toure very elnoerely, 

Colonel J&aee Rooeewelt, 
Storetazy ~ tbt trealdtnt. 

!'be Ybl\e Rou,te. 
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DEP.lRNENT Or STATE 

MEYORAHDUK OF OOWVERBATIOH 

Date: April 6 , 1938 

BUBJEOT: Oanton Ialand 

Pa.rUoipanh: 'l'be Bri Ueh Ambassador 
'l'be Oounaelor of the State Department 
Mr. Pierrepont Moffat 

Oopiea to: 0 
u 
S 
IO 
PA/H 

Interior 
London 
Wellington 
Sydney 

Sir Ronald Lindsay called t hia morning much perturbed 
over preaa reports that the Secretary of the Interior had 
given a license to the Pan American Airway• to use Oanton 
Island ae a baae, He eaid that he wae very much afraid 
that thia would complicate a final agreement between the 
two Government• aa to the I 1landa and wondered whether it 
might not have been i eaued aa a meana of pressure to ex­
pedite a reply from the British Government to the President's 
propoeal that the Ialanda be held as a joint trust . The 
Alllbaeeador was assured that the permit had not been i ssued 
ae a means of exerting pressure, but bad been issued in order 
to enable Pan American to make use of the leland, He wa.a 
aleo aeeured that the permit wae revocable on 30 daya' notice. 
We eaw ouraelvea confronted by two possible alternativea, 
either not t o uae the leland in any way during auob period 
as diacueaiona were in progress or for both to feel free to 
uee it, without prejudice to any ultimate agreement to be 
reached. Of the two alternatives we very much preferr ed the 
latter. The Ambassador asked for a copy of the permit which 
Judge Moore agreed to send him, 

Sir Ronald then ea.id that epeaking without instructions 
but according himself the luxury of thinking aloud, be felt 
be ehould tell ue that be bad many preoocupatione aa to the 
future . The Britieh Government had been dealing with the 

Domini one 



Doaioiaoo for month1 and wao juot on tho point of oonding 
ua a propoe1t 1oa,- be had even eeen a rtr1t draf t prepared 
i n the rorelgn Offioe

1
- when we b&d taken precipi t ate act ion 

by oendlng on o•pedit on to t be Ioland and h&d ohortly there­
&fter a&de a propotltlon 1n t he name of t he Preoldent t hat 
the Iolande bo held by the two count rieo &I a joint truot for 
froa 25 to 50 yeara. Re aaked blaoelf In whoae faTor t he 
truet wae betag held, and the aoewer wat intlcapable that 
1 t wa.e for the eolt 'bene'1 t ot tbe two trutttee. IG other 
worde , whether we llted it or not we were faced with the 
Idea of a oondoalnlua. He thought that working out the 
dotoilo of a oon4oalnlua would be •••eedlngl y difficult 
and that oarrying out any !ora of jolot &dmlnlotratlon 
would be bound to produce trouble. Mr. Moff&t Inquired 
whether the Aabao t &dor wae ouggeotlng a d1T1oion of the 
Ioland , profiting by ito ouriouo geographio formation, oo 
that the Brithh, Auotr&llane and !low Zt&l&ndero would a.d­
~inioter one oide and the Aaericano the other, Sir Ronald 
replied that be doubted whether euoh a t olution would be 
praot ioable, lnottnolng ae a pooelblo diffloulty, a oitua­
tlon wh~re one tide or the leland would be wet and the 
other olde dry. Rio ~lnd had t oyed with t ho idea o f one of 
the f our tntereeted Power• accept 1Dg an adatote trat1•e aandate 
froe the othere, pottlbly tor a lialttd perto4 with a eyetea 
ot rotation, but be was fra:ok to &dstt that be aa• cUfflcultlea 
eTen with tbla plan. He did not know bow It would work out 
e•en in tbe aattor of planting palmo and e•ontually of 
oottllng the leland wi th nat1Yea. Perhapa he alght be 
•aeeing apooke 1 but baYing euccee&fully paeae4 the hurdle 
of differencee ot prtnc1ple, he waa anxtout to avold practical 
dif!ioultieo. 

Judge Moore t old the Amb&eo~dor that he h~d not yet 
had an opportunity of dloouoalng the problem with the 
Preol~t . Ke wao Inclined to think that tho di!flcultieo 
atght be aol•e4 by • •cbu.ge of notea whertb·y the two Oovern­
aenh would agree t hat oertal.n a&inlotratln .:eaouroa ehould 
be oba~r•ed and 1~••• the IPP11cat1on of tbtae •eaaurea to the 
• .., on tbt tpOt, wboe botb oountrtea would ha•e tbe 1ntereat 
lD keeping of a bi&h oallber. Tho bigger quootion oe~e4 t o 
hla to detoraina Juot how aooy Iolande thle principle of ~ 
joint truot ohoul4 apply to. Sir Ronald lndl oated that tbe 
9r1 t 1eh eo.enuaent nt IMk tug a.n excae41ngly gtneroue otter 
in granting full reolprooal uoe of Pacific Iolande tor avia­
tion purpoaoe, Judge Moore pointed out that the British note 
·~• a.b1guou• but th~t we bad been oonoerned lt1t they were 
~lk 1ng for landing rlghto In KawaU, Tbll would ralae all 
aort a of difficult problema bearing on our do!enoe and on our 
rolatlona with other Powero wbo aight feel that we were 

41I OI'laia&t1q 
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4l.orlai~atlng ag.jnet t hea . Slr Ronald replied that be ••• not quite eu~e what wae the intention or bit oovern~ent • 1th • •card to Hawaii; t het he tboucbt t bo op1r1 t ot t bo note 4ealt onlJ witb lll&a41 enroute betwe en lew Zealand an4 Manu rather than .ttb tbe trrain.alt. On t he o t her hand hi &d&ltted that the following eentenoe in the Br ltteh note mlght be oonetrued ta t he other eenee: 
•tt 11 etill d.e alred. t o alnta.1D t hle otter whlch t he Oovera.ente concerned truet will commend l t eel f to the Unlttd Statea OOYernaent. pro•l41Dg aa lt doee tor a oonoerte4 eohe:e for eet&blleb lQO equal alr faollltlee on a rout e wbtrt oondlt lone muet lndet­lnl~ely preclude t be extetenoe or oompetttlon between two eerTlcee u.log different 1nterae41ate etOpplD& plaoea eapeclally ae they .uet ln any caae poe•••• l2181 sera1nal ftc111t1et • . 

Pierrepont Kctfat 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE COUNSELOR 

April '1, 1938. 

Attent ion of Secretary to Colonel Roosevelt: 

This morning Mr . R. Walton Moore in the Stat e Department sent a letter to Colonel Roosevelt re­garding Canton Island and attached a ·memorandum. Will you please be kind enough t o make a correction in the 19th line of the memo --the word "former" should be changed to "latter". Thank you. 

Mi ss Mullen 
Br. 324 
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THE COUNSELOA OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINOTO N 

February 8 , 1939 . 

Dear Ur . President: 

Your l ette r to Judge Roberts is fine and 
ought to have an excellent effect , particularly 
i n Virginia • 

. llii l e the Virginia Senators claim to be 
Jeffersoni an Democrat s, they apparently are not 
in accord wit h t he view expressed by Jefferson 
in a letter to Gallatin relative to Senat e action 
on appointments , as see the enclosure herewith . 
You will notice from the other enclosure Alexander 
Hami lton agreed with Jeff erson . 

I have been intimat e with Senat or Gloss for 
many years ; was his deskmate in t he Constitutional 
Convention of Virginia ; and subsequent ly served 
with him in Congr ess after he was appointed to 
the Senate , and deeply regret that he becomes 
more autocratic end bitter with the advance of 
years as evidenced by t he fierce and heartless 
spirit he has shown in the present case . To 
him might be appl ied the lines which John ~uincy 
Adams when a member of the House used in a debat e 
with another Virsini an , John Randolph of Roanoke . 
Randolph having made some vituperat ive observations , 
Adams point ing his finger at him quoted from Ovid: 

The President 

"Pal lid is hi s face, 
Gaunt is his body, 
Hi s breast i s green with gall, 
His ton~ue drips poi son . • 

The White House . 
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I am reliably informed that the public 
interests wi ll not be arrooted by any delay 
in appointing a successor t o Roberta, and 
venture t o suggest t hat great ca re ahould be 
t aken in selecting n higll olesa lawyer ot 
irreproachable character who ia fri endly to 
the Administration . 

Yours ver y ainoarely, 



-

(Enclosure to l etter from R. Walton Moore t o The President) 

Alexander Hamilton wrote on March 11, 1788: 

"It will be the office of the President to nomin­
ate, and,with the advice and consent ot the Senate, to 
~oint. There will, of course, be no exertion ot 
c o!ce on the part of the Senate. They may defeat one 
choice of the Executive, and oblige ~to make another; 
but they cannot themselves choose - they can only 
ratify or reject the choice or the President. They 
might even entertain a preference to some other person, 
at the very moment they were assenting to the one pro­
posed, because there might be no positive ground or 
opposition to ~; and they could not be sure. it they 
withheld their aaaent, that the subsequent nomination 
would tall upon their own tavori te, or upon any other 
person in their estimation more meritorious tban the 
one rejected. Thus it could bardl;r happen, that the 

. majorit7 ot the Senate would teel any other c01111.placency 

(

towards the object or an appointment than such aa the ) 
appearances or merit lllitht inspire, and the proota ot 
the want ot it destro;r. (hderaliatl Lodge, The 
Works ~.Alexander Hamilton, XII, 187) -



(Enclosure to l etter from R. Walton Moore t o The President ) 

President Jefferson wrote to the Secretary of the 

Treasury, Albert Gallatin, on February 10, 1803: 

"I have always considered the controul ot the 
Senate as meant to prevent any bias or favoritism in 
the President towards his own relations, his own re­
ligion, towards particular states &c . and perhaps to 
keep very abnoxious persons out of offices of the 
first grade. But in all subordinate cases I have ever 
thought that the selection made by the President ought 
to inspire a general confidence that it has been made 
on due inquiry and investigation of character, and 
that the Senate should interpose their negative only in ) 

(

those particular cases where something happens to be 
within their knowlege, against the character of the 
person and unfitting him for the appointment." 
(Ford, The writings ~ Thomas Jefferson, VIII, 211) 
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Wllhid&\On, 0. C, 

February 14 , 193-9 . 

Stnct there bat been aonetdtrablt 41acuaaton or 

the queettou or rotat10D ta tbt orttoe or Frealdeut, 

l J:aa•e b4 a caret'ul tnnaucauoa ude wub &be reault 

or t.ue atucbed ae20r-.1:L&a be1nl' prepared, Whlah l bella•• 

eate fc,._r'tb core tull.r tbu ID7 pre•iota aoapUaUoo 

•h8t baa been 4ont and aat4 rtlat1Yt t o that quettlon. 

Ae epp.ars rro. bla etatt=-nt o1tt4 on pa,.o ll or 

~be memorandu. it ta not true , 11 otttn tttu.~a, that 

Oonoral ~eebtneton waa o~poeed to tbt rret14tnt tilling 

mo~ than t•o ~•~o . It fa altogothar probable tbat,ox­

cert ror ~altztng tho ratlura or ht1 pbyttoal and mental 

ttre.l,gtb, ho woul4 c..an oonttn\ftd \o .ro '".lin 1t1 ot'tlct tor 

•or. t.ban two ttru . 

lt aeac. Tery clear that tbt ouato. Wb1Ch taa been 

obaerYa4 had ita geneata wttb Jettereon, Who ••• tnrl~eaeed 

by hie rear tbac a ~narohJ a1~t be IYbetttuttd ror our 

IJ'IC:U r4 F,OYOI'U.:an.L ~it Ytn h IUJ;porttd by lt'l'lra.l 

ltetesenta or hie cited !r. Cbt ... orea4~. ITon 10
1 

I do 

not reel cert&tn ;bac: Jotteroon woul4 bavo 4eottne4 to 

eootde to tho a;rong de•tr. tbat ht lboul4 ••rve tor a 

•• tb1r4 term,but tor being sreetly worn by btt lon~ poltttoal 

lth'lce he telt Ulloqual to the tie)( ot oarrytng on . It 1e 

intertattnc 
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tntereat1as \o note ~hat tn tnttiatt~ what bto&Le a 

ouato. he bad to e~b&~ tLe •t••• ot aany atr~ atateL~D . 

lo reoent ticaa no oue haa •o~ oonv1not~~7 argued 

•catnat rtat4 and bl1a6 t4bcreace to ttA o~atoa than 

Senator oreh. wto ta quo~t4 on p•,.• 15 and It or t~e 
-.onod.•. 

'rbe l~tc or tbe oontenuon tbac an hu1h14"Jal 

ebovl4 not eerwo ror eore than two tt~ at&bt actually 

lt1d to the over1hro• or our 1rtet1 uttona, the • • rr catng 

teared by Jetter•on. It la at 1 .. ,, oon oel•able , tbouah 

not 11kely , that there would in tame rtven caae be an 

1rreat1b1le neoesa1ty tor the aervice or a EAn wbo had 

alree4r been in orrtce two term. . 

Thia little auaa.~ baa exol~etve reference to the 

b1ator1oal ee~ct of the queatton ~4 not to tbt ~•r 

lG Wbleh lt aey be dealt •1tb to an1 perttcular oaaa . 



2. 

~. 

4. 

&. 

6. 

7. 

e. 
~. 

10. 

u. 
12. 

1~. 

u. 
u. 

16. 

1?. 

18. 

19. 

ao. 

StateMnt• b7 O.lega.tea to tM Conltltutlonal Con­••ntloa or 1?87 
J ... a Wllaoa •••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• .r .... ad.iaon ••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• • •••• 
Roger~~-· ••. ,, •••...•...•• •••• •••.•••.. Oeorge Jlaeon •••••••• • • ••••• •••••••••• ••••.••• Gouverneu..r xorria ••••••.• .••.•.•••••• .•.•.• , • 
autue XJ,f\8 •• • ••••••••••••••• • •••• , ••••••••••• 
HUgh W1111al!l.8on •••• •••• ,., • • ••• ,.,., •• , •• , • • , 
Oll'f'er llliWO~tb.,,, •••.•••••••••• , •••••••••• 
Charlet P1nckne7 ••••••••••.••..•••••. , • , ••.•• t.utb.er ...,.tlo. ................................ . 
Cb&rlea Coteawortb Plnckn•7••••••••••••·•···· lleJt&n.4tr H&:mi.lton ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Edaun4 Ran4o1J>b ••••.•.•••.••..•.•.• ••••• • ••.. 
lfllllu R. J)arle., ••••••.•• •• •••.•. •.• ..• •••• 
BenJ&liLin Frankll.n •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 

Conat1wtlooal ADemklenta Propcnod bJ State Ratl..t'r-
lng Conventlonl, 1788 ••••••••• •••••• •••••••••••••• 
Otorge waebington•e Attitude •••••••••••.•.••.•• • .• 

Thoma• Jotttreon •e Att1tu4e •••• •.•• ••••.• • •.•• •• •. 
Propoeecl Conat1tu.t1ona.l ADtndJunt, 1824 •••.•.•..•• 
Pr-opoae4 Contt1tutlona1 ..... ncment, 1.82& •••••....•• 

Jam.t Buch&na4, ~bruary 8 , 1829 ••••••••••••.. • ••• 
Andrew Jaokeon, P&cembor 6, 19SO ••• • • •••••• • •• •• •• 

John QuinCJ Adama, April~~ 183V.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Wl111~ BenrJ S&rrlton, Karob 4, 1841 ••••••••.•••• 

Ulrtsoa s. Grant, 1875 •• •••••••••••.••••••••••••.• 
ftttolut1on ot the Bauae ot Repreaentatlvea, 
Oeo~ber 1&, 1875 ••••••••••••••.• ••••••••••.•• • ••• 

Ru~rtor4 B. B&yea, xaroh &, 1877 ••••••••••...••• 
Uly. .. a s. orant, xarob 25, ~ ••••••••..••••• • •• 

Resol ution ot the Republloa~ Anti-~rd rtra Con­vention, St. LOUie, M1etour1, May e, 1880 •• • • ••• •• 

Grover Cleveland , £usu•t 18, l884o••••••••••·····• 
Plattora or tbe 1)ei::IOO.rt&t1o ,...ty, 18M ••••• o •••••• 

a.njla1n Bt.l"r1eon, 18$7 •••••••••••••••••••••• o •••• 

W1111aa KOK1nle7, JUDe 10, 1201 • • • •• ••••••••••• •.• 
~or. aoo .. velt, .ov.abtr 1004 ••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

10 

11 

15 

19 

19 

20 

20 

21 

21 

22 

22 

22 

22 

23 

24 

24 

u 
26 

26 



-a-

81. n .attorll ot the Demooratto Party, 1012.,,,,,,,,,.,,,, 25 

22. W1ll~aa l . 8orah, A~at 20, 1012.. ..... ............. 26 

a~. Propo .. 4 conatltuticmal A.lul~nt, rt'oruar,. 1, 1013.. 27 

84. Woodrow Wlleon, February 5, 1013..... ........ ........ 27 

25 . 1"btodor• Rooa•velt, 1013 ••• ,.,, ••• ,,,, ••. ,,,.,.,.,... 28 

ee. Wlll~ .. Boward Tart, 1915.............. ......... ..... 29 
21 . Wtll1&a a. 8orah1 Pebnl&rJ '1 11 o, 10, lft8.,.. .... .... 29 

28 . 3oetpb y, Robinson, P*bru&rJ 10 , 1028................ 31 

29 . Jteaolutton or the Senat•, Ptbn.ary 10 1 lt28.,.,,. •... :.u 



TIIB ~!!!!!!QUESTION, 1787-1928 

l. ST.\TIIIIIIN'l'S BY IIIWWJ.T!S TO TilE CONSTITII'l'IONAL 
OONV!NTION OP 1787 

· JAIIII8 WII3011, J1me l, 1787. 
ReDder!ng the executive ineligible (ia] an 1ntring ... nt ot 

the right ot election. (Ballll.lton1 a notee, Bou.ee Doc.-nt ~98, 
89th congreee, lot aeaeion, 916) 

Jlme 1, 1787. 
aon Obaarved tb&t to prevent a Man troa holdift8 

an J.OJ>go>r than he ought, he •7 tor •1-practlce be 111-
peaohed and r...,ved; - he ia not tor an7 1nel1g1b1lit7• 
(Pierce'• notea, ibid., 91) 

ROGER 8l!BRJIJ.II, J\me l, 1787. ar. Shirman ••• tor three 7e&re, and aget. the doctrine 
ot rotation o.a throwins out ot ottioe the men beat quo.l1f7ed 
to execute ite dutioa. (Madiaon•a notoe, ibid., 1~5) 

GBOR!!B IUSOI, .Nne 1 , 1787. ar. iieon wae •• • tor prohibiting a re-el1g1bil1t7 ae the 
beat expedient both tor preventing the ettect ot a talae com­
plaiaanca on the e1de ot the Leg1el ature towarde unti t charac­
t er•; and a teaptat1on on the aide ot the Bxecut1ve to intrigue 
with the Legielature tor a re-appointaent. (Madiaon• o note a, 
ibid • • l~) 

GOUVBRHBUR MORRIS , JU17 17, 1787. ar. GOir. Worrie eepouaed the 110tion. 'l'hl 1n11.igib1lit7 
propooad b7 the clau .. u it stood tended to deatro7 the great 
aot1ve to good behavior, the h ope ot beift8 rewarded b7 a re­
appointment. It waa aa71ft8 to hia, .alee ha7 mile tha eun 
ahinee . ( .. diaon•a notea, ibid., ~98) 

OOUVBRHBUR MORRIS, JU17 19, 1787. 
Hi tiiidii too that tha ltl:eoutin ia not to be ra-el1gible . 

llhat ettect will thia have' 1. i t will deetro7 the great in­
citeaent to merit public eataem b7 taking awa7 the hope ot 
beins rewarded with a reappointment. It •7 give a daft8erou.a 
turn to one or the atrOJ>geat paaaiona in the ~ breaat. 
The love ot r ... 1e the great apring to noble & illuetrioue 
actione. Shut the Civil reed to Olor,- & he .. ,. be coapellad 
to eeek 1t b7 the eword. 2. It will teapt h1a to .alee the 
.oet or the abort apace or ti.. allotted hia, to accumulate 
wealth and provide tor hi• trlenda. l!. It will produce viola­
tiona ot tha ver,- coaatitutlon it ia meant to aeoure. In 
aomente or preeeing danger the tried abilities and eotabliehed 
character ot a favorite M&gietrate will prevail over r e apeot 
tor the to,.... ot tha Conetitution. (M&diaon•a notee, ibid., 
609) 
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R'OJ'Ull Iaiii, J\>17 lQ, 1787. 
II'. Jt1ns cl14 not liD tho 1nol161b1l1t7. u. thOU&ht 

there na ~at toroa 1n tM r-.rk ot *'· Sher.an, t.b.at bli 
who baa pro.ed b.J.Jualt to ba 1101t t1 t tor an ot!'ioe, ou.ght 
not to bo u:dwlod bJ tho oonot1tut1on troll bold1"8 it. Jlo 
would therefore prater &QJ otber reaeonable plan tb&t oould 
b e aubatitut~. Be ••• -.J.Ob d1apOae4 to tohl.Dlr: that 1n auoh 
0&1111 the people at large would cbuae n .. ly. (JII.41 aon'• 
notes , !bid., ~) 

BUOII WILLI£118011, J'\117 a•, 1787 . 
Ill" . Williuaon wa.a f'o't' going back to the or!~ growd; 

to eleot the EZecut lve tor 7 yeara and render ~ tnal1g1ble . 
a 2d. tiM. • •• Be wi.ll a pare no pAine to keep hi.Jdelt in tor 
lite, and wi ll then 117 a train tor the .uoceaalon ot hia 
ct11ld.ren. It ••• prett7 certain be thought that • • abould at 
loa& tl• or other have • nus; but be wiab.ed no precaution to 
be o.dtted that ~gbt poetpooe tbe event aa long &a poasible . -
IDol1g1b1lltJ a 24. tta. appeared to h1a to bo tbo boot pro­
oau.tlon. Wlth tb.11 precaution he Mel no obJecti on to a l onger 
term th&D 7 rear a. Be would go aa tu aa to 10 or 12 ~are . 
(M&d1eonre notee, i bid., 642-44~) 

o~~~~~~~~;.J'\ll" 24, 1787. 
~ he tbou.ght ebould be reelected U' h1• con-
duct JB"O•ed h1a wortb)- ot i t. And be will be .ore l ikely to 
reader b.iUel.t, wortb.7 ot 1t it be be rewardable nth it. The 
.oat aainent cb&raotere alao will be .ore willing to accept 
tbe trust UDcler tb.1e oond1 t1on, tlwn 1t tber toreaee a neeea ­=r d.egrad.at1on at a tixt period. (Mad1IOD11 n.otea, i bi d. , 

JAKES WILSo•, J'\ll7 2•, 1797. 
It aeeaed to be auppoaed that a t a certain adv.noe 1n 

l ite, a cont iouanoe 1D ottice would oeaae to be agreeable to 
tbe otticer, aa well aa deairable to the ~bl1o. Bxper1enoe 
bad abewn i n a var1etr ot lnat-.ncea that both a capacity & 1n­
ol1nat1on tor ~bl1o eervice e:deted - 1n oyery adyanoed e t age1. 
Be .. nt1oned tbe 1natanoe ot a Doge ot Venice who waa elected 
a.tte:r be ... 80 year a or a,ge . The pope a ba•e generally been 
elected at verr advuoed perloda, and. ,.t 1D no o.aae had a 
.ore eteadf or a better concerted poller been puraued than 1n 
the Court or Ro.t. I t the Exeouti•e lb.oul.d oc.e into ottloe 
at ~. ,..are ot aae, wb.icb be prenmee • 7 hap~ 6: hie oon­
tl.nuanoe eboul.4 be rtxt at 15 7eare. at the as• or so. 1n the ••1"1 pr~ or l.J.te , aDd with all tbe aid ot experleDOe, be 
.u.at be oaet a a1de like a uelea a hulk. llbat an irrep&rable 
looo wwld tho Br1t 1ob J'llrioprndonoo ban ou.otol.nod, bad tho 
ago or 60. boen !1xt tnoro •• tbo ultt.oto ltldt or oapao1t7 
or r .. d1ne11 to eerYe tbl public. lfbt gr•at l\a1D&rJ [L • 
...,ot1old] hold blo ooat tor t111rt7 yoaro atter bio arrinl 
at that age. (lla4110DII DOtel , ibid. , 6o&4-"S) 

~·~==~==========----~----~~ 
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GOUVERNEUR MORRIS, JUlr 24, 1787. 
In order Eo got rid ot tho de~ndonee ot the Bxoo~tivo on 

tbo Log1o1&turo, tho OxP041ont ot m&klng h~ 1no11g1b1o a 2d . 
time bad been devtaod. Thia waa aa much aa to aay we abd. 
give him the beneCit ot experlance, and then deprive oureelvea 
O! the UIO O! 1t, 8Ut make ~ 1nol1g1b1o & 24 , time - and 
prolong hie d.u.r&tlon even to 15-yeara, will he by any wonder­
tul 1nterpoalt1on or providence at that period ceaee to be a 
mant No WI will be WlW1ll1ng to ctu1t bie exe.ltatlon, the road 
to hla objaot tbro• the Conat1tut1on will be abut; he w111 be 
in poaleealon or tbe aword, a oirtl war will anwe, and the 
Co~nder ot tbe vlctorlou• army on which ever aide, will be 
the deepot ot America. (Madlaon•a notea, 1b1d., 44e-~7) 

u, 1787. 
at the a&JM tlJDt that a second e l ection 

ou,sh.t to be absolutely prohlblt·ad. B&vi.n.S ror bia prlaary 
objeot, tor the pOla-atar ot hie political conduct, tho pres• 
ervat1on or tho rights ot tho p&ople, he hol d it as an essen­
tial potnt, aa the very palladium or C!Yil l iberty, that the 
great ott1oers ot State, and particul arl y the Bxecutive ahould 
at rlxed periods return to that mass from which tbey were at 
first taken, 1n order tbat they mAy reel & reapect tbcae r ights 
& 1nter eata, which •re again to be personally valuable to them . 
(Madiaon 1 a notea, ibid., 457) 

( an september ' and s, 1787 the Conventi on diacuaeed a committee 
proposal, which later became a part ot the Conat1tut1on, tor 
el ection ot the Execut ive by elector s, with no prohibition ot 
reelection.] 

ROGER SHERMAN, September ., 1787. 
)Cr . sherman ea1d the object or this clause ot the report 

ot the co~ttee wao to get rid ot the 1nel ig1b1lity, which 
was attacb.ed to the mode ot election by the Legialature, & to 
render tbe Bxecutl ve 1ndOp$Ddent ot the Leg1alature . 
(Madlaon'a notes, ibid., 862) 

OOUVKRIIBUR IIOIIRIS, S.ptombn t, 1787. 
16'. oo:;;r. Iorrie ea.id be wau..ld give tJJ.e reaaona ot the 

COIIIIDJ.ttee and hie own. The lat. waa tbe danger or intrigue & 
taction 1t tne appolntmt. lhould bo -do by tho Los1a1aturo. 
2. the inconvenianoy ot &n 1nel1g1b111ty required by that mode 
1n order to leaaen ito eVil•. (K&41•on•a notee, ibid. , 662) 

September 5, 1787. 
r enewed hie opposlt~on to the mode, arguing 

•. • Thls change 1n the mOde or election waa meant to get rid 
ot the 1nellg1b1llty or the Preaident a aecond time, whereby 
be will become tlxed tor lite under tbe auaplcea or the Senate . 
(Kadiaon'• notea, 1b14., &68) 

JAMBS MADISON, in a letter to Tbomaa Jetteraon, Ootober 24, 1787. 
la to the durati on in oftice, a row would have preterred 

a tenure during good be~vlour - a oonaide~able number would 
have done eo in oaae an •••1 & etteotual re.o.al by impeachment 
ooul.d be aettled . It wa• lllUch agitated wbetber a long term, 
••••n year• tor example, with a •ub•equent &:: perpetual 1nel1-
g1b1lit1, or a •hort term with a oapao1ty to be re-elected, 

ohoul4 



obOu.ld be tilted. In tnor ot tho t1rot oplnlotl ... ,.. urpd the 
danser ot a gradual degeneraor ot re-eleotlona t~ tt.. to 
t1M, into tlret a. lite ud then a b.erecUtarr teZNJ"e, aDd t he 
tavorabl·• etteot ot an 1noapao1tr to be reappotDted on the 
independent exerol•• ot t he &xeout1YI authorttr. On tbe ot her 
t 14e 1 t .. , oontmded tb.at the proepeot ot nto•••UJ degracS,.­
tloo would 41aoo\lJ'a,ge the moet 41gn1t1e4 ob&raoter• tro. aepir­
tna to the otttoe, would take an7 the pr1no1s-l aot1Ye to .,. • 
f a itt>tul diOChorge Of i t o dutleo - tho hOpe Ot bOlD& rowardad 
w1tb a reappolDt.ent would ett.ulate A.b1t1on to Ylolent ettorta 
tor bol41ng OYer the Conatltutlonal ter. - aD4 1nltta4 ot pro­
duotna a.n iD4epeD4ent ad:a:ln1et:rat1~, •.n4 a tirMr ur.a.ce ot 
the oocet1tut10d&l rlghta ot the ~p&rt..nt, would render the 
ott1otr .ore 1Dd1tterent to tbt t.port&ooe ot a plaoe ~cb t. 
wou.ld eo on be Obll.pd to qu1 t to:re•er, Uld .ore re&47 to yie14 
to thO ODOro&cbto. Of the l;OsiOlaturO ot whJ.cb bo 111e'>t &ga!D 
'be a ..-.r. (Bunt, ~~ W'r1t1J!aa ot l!!!!! P41aon, V, 21) 

1n tbe lla"7laDd llov.oo or Dolaptao, 
787. 

WI a p&rt7 Wbo attt.pte4 t o ba•• tb• Prel14ent ap­
po1otod durln& COOd bo!>artour, withOilt 007 ll.a1tat1on o.e to 
tt..J aD4, uot betng able to euooee4 ln tbat att .. pt, th•J then 
erulea•oured to baYe h1a rell1&1blt w-ithout &nf Nltr&1nt . It 
waa objeote4, that ~ ohotoe ot • rrea14ent to oont1nue 1n 
otttoe during good bebartou.r, would be at onoe reMertna OUl" 
171te• a.n eleot1Ye monarob7; an4, that it tbl Prtl14ent waa t o 
bo roll1g1blo without an, lnt erval or c11oqual1t1oat1ao , tt 
wou.l4 gaunt ne&r17 to the aaae thing; a1n01 W1 t:b. tbe power a 
that tbe Prea14ent 1a to enJoy, and the ~tere1t1 &DCl 1ntlu­
oaoo With wblob the7 will be attoDdtd, bo will bo allloot 
abaoluttl7 certain ot being relleote4, troa tt.. to t t .. , •• 
long: •• he liTe I. .U tbe pro poll t1one were reportt<l b7 tile 
oo...tttee ot tbe whole J!ou.ee, the Pree14ent waa to be choaen 
tor aeYtn ,.&1'1, aDd not to be elt.&-1ble, at &DJ tUlle a.tter. Ita 
~ .... -.nhll" the propoa:tttoo •• ~·d to 1n oonYentiOD, 
&D4 10 it .. , repor·ted by tbe o.~ttea ot 41t&11 , &ltbough a 
T&riety o.t atte.pte w-ere .ade to alter tb&t part ot tbe ayatam, 
b7 tboae Wbo were t:d a oontrary op1DJ.OD, 1.D wbi.oh the7 re· 
-todl7 tailed: but, Sir, 1>7 oonr looln& oi.Cbt ot tbolr 
objoot, ODd obooaln& a proper tt.o tor tholr purpooo, tho7 
.uooe64e4 at length tn obte•n• na tbe alterattOD , whiob waa not 
M 4t util w1th1D t.~w l.&at t.Nl•e 4ara before tbl ooaYettan 
a4j0\U"1Mel. (h.rrud., '!'be Rec.or4a of tbe r.d.er:al C<m'f'enttcm at !!!!• III, 216) - -- -

1n tb• 80utb C&rollna OonYentlon, 

tt.o tor wbl.oh the Proo1dont obould bold 
~:!~::;t~h~:·:..~ob<Nld bo r otllglblo , blld boon t'ull7 ' · It ba4 booo ODOo ag...od to bJ' a 

h1• otttoe tw tbt t era ~ MYen 
re·ll•ool:ed a 0040114 tiM. Bv.t upon 

rooono14tr1nc thet artlolo , •o thought tb&t to out orr all 
bOpeo trcoo a ..., ot aonln& aga!D 1D that ol ontod otat1on, 
.ubt Nbder h1a cta.zwerwe, or perbape 1D41tt•r•t to tbl 
tiki tbtUl dlooborp ot Mo dut,.. 111o tara ot oonioo 111e'>t 
•a;p1n clurl.nc tbe r&gtDc ot war, wben be a1abt, ~rbape, be 
tho 1100t oapeble -... to .._rtoa to oondUot lt; a Dd -.ld lt bo 

w1oo 



!~H'~~~01n the W.• York Pt.~lcet, M&rob 21, 1 '188. - 4urat1on ot oonUderable • ·"tent, I oon-
neot the clrcu..tanoe ot relllgibilt ty. Tbe ttrat ta neoea.ary 
to &19t to tbe ott1oer h~elt tbt 1no11nattan &n4 t~ re.olu­
t10D to act h1a p&rt well, &Dd to the ca..un1t7 tta. aa4 let.ure 
to obee.M"e tM te~nor ot bia ••wr••, ll.D4 t1:WJ1ce to ront ao 
expert.eutal eett.ate ot tb.el.r .. r'lta. ft.- laet 11 oeceeeary 
to eaable the people, Wben ther ••• reaacm to ap~e ot b1a 
oooduot, to oonttnve b1.a 1Jl hla atation, 1.D oNer to p%'0l0Jl8 
tbl utility ot h11 ta.lente &D4 Yirtu.ea, an4 to eeove to tbe 
&0Ytl"l.ent the &d'ft.Dt&ge ot per.aneno7 1n a nee I'J'It .. ot ad-
111Dilt:r&tton. 

Jlotbing appeare :eore plautble at .ttret ti&bt, nor 110re 
1ll·to\1Dct..d upon oloae 1Da~ot1on, than a aobeM 'lhiob in rela­
tion to the preaent point baa bad. IOM reapeotablt advooatea, -
I M&n th.at ot oont1nu.1nc the ohlet .agiatr&te in ottioe tor a 
oertaln t~, and tben exolu41ng ~ rro. tt, ettber tor a 
l1a1ted periOd or toroYOl" attel". 'ftli.a exolueloa, W.ther tem­
poHry or perpetual., wO\lld. baYO nearly tbe , ... ottocta, and 
tbeee ettecte woul4 be to:t- the .oat part re.tb.or pemicloua tba.n 
OOlutary. 

CJDe 111 otteot ot tho oxolueioa woul4 be • 41al.nut1oa or 
ttw lnduc•ente to pocl be~Yior. !'here are tow •en who woul.d 
not teel much leaa ~••l 1D the dltcb&rge ot a dut7, wbon tboy 
wore oonac1oua tbat tbe &d.Y&!itagoe ot the atat1on with 'lb.ich 
1t waa oonn.otod .uet be relinqulabed at a detor.lnate periOd, 

~1 wero permitted to entertain a hope ot obtatn;ns, 
a oont1nuanoe ot tb111. Th11 p011t1on w1ii nOE'Oi 

long •• lt 11 admitted tbat the doatre ot reward 
etrongoet 1noent1vea ot bu.&n oooc1:uat; or that 

boot oeourit7 tor tbo t14ol1tr ot ..nkin4 1o to .ako tbo1r 
lAter ea-t coinalde wi tb. tbe1r duty. &Yon tbe loYe ot t ... , the 
rulUI& pe.oaion ot tbo nol>loot mn4o, llhlob WO\ll4 pr01q>t a ..., 
to pl.a.n &Dd. ~rtUe exteuiYI &Del &rd'&loua entvpf'iaea tor tbe 
pablto beDetlt, req\drlna OOI\al~Dr&ble tiM to .. ~ 11114 per'­
teot t.bea, 1t be ooul4 flatter b 1•Ml' w1tb tbe proapeot ot 
boU>g all- w t1A111b -t t. bA4 bogm>, ... ..u • ... - 0011-t.rarr. dAter llt. tr-c. t11o1 ...S.Hai<1Dg, -D t. torooo• Cb&t t.. 
.aa t quit tba ac.ae be.toN be oou14 aooo.pl.teb the .ork, &D4 
.aat o~t tbat, tosetber rtth b1a OWD repatat ton, to bi.D4e 
..tll.ob 1118bt bo UM'I\I&l or IIDtr1oD4l.r w tbo taok. !bo 110ot to 
be oxpeoted tr011 tbe aoMr&lltJ ot •n, 1n 1Uob a 11tuatlon, 
11 tbo oop.t1Yo Mr1t ot oot 4oU>g b&na, 1Dot .. 4 ot tt. poo1-
t1YO ••1 t ot 4oU>g po4. 
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eotber Ul ttteot ot 01.1 u.olualcm WO'Ul4 be ca. t~ta­
uon to aor41d •lna, to ~cul.atloa, and, 1D ,_., l.DataD.oea, 
to unrp&tton. AD &ftl"iolwa •b, wbo C&bt b&~o to till tba 
ottloe, 1ooJd..Da torwaN to a u .. liben he -..t at all ••nta 
71•14 up the e.ol\18tnta bl ejo,.d, would teel a pl"'~nal t7, 
DOt •••1 to 'h rea1ate4 t.7 w.ob a MD, to ~· the beet ue or 
tbe opportunJ.tr ho ODJO,..d '01111• 1t laot..s, aD4 8l&ht not 
101'\apll to baYI l"IOOW"II to tht .Oit OOJTUpt txped.ieDtl to ll&ke 
tbt baneat •• ab\m4ant •• it •• traneltorys thOU8b tb.t .... .-n, proobabl7, wltb a 41tttrtnt prOIP40t bttox-. blll, alght oon­
ttnt b.i&aelt with tbl rt&'\llAl" perquiaittt ot b.11 attu.atloa, and 
a1abt ••en ~ u.nwill1Dg to rlak tbe COI'Iiltqutnotl ot an abuae 
Ot hie Opportunitill• 111 lftl"iot might bt a g'\J&r4 u,pon hia 
&Y&rloe. A4d to tb1t that the , ... .an 111gb.t be Y&in or &llllbl­
tloua, •• wall aa an.rloloua. And 1t he o0\1.1.4 txpeot to pro­
loa.& b.ia bonora b)" hl t aood. C-OD4uct, be atsht btaltat. to 
•or1t1ce h1a appt;tlte tor tbb: to h1a appt;tltt tor gai.D. BUt 
with tbe proapeot _,.fore h1.a or approacb.l.Dg &D. 1Dtrtt.&ble ann1-
h1lat1on, h11 &T&r1Ct WO\ll4 bt likely to get tbt TiOtoJ"'f O't'er 
bia eautlon, hie vanlty, or hie a.b1t1oo. 

An -.b1t1oua • .n, coo, wben he toun4 b.laltlt atat.ed Oft 
the .u.a1 t ot b1• GOW\trJ' 1 honor a, when be looked. forward. to 
tbe tt.. at Wbio~ bt .u.t 4eaoend tro. the .xalte4 .aintnoe 
tor ever, &n4 ret'leott4 tbat no exertion ot Mrlt on hie part 
could eave bt. troe tbl unwoloo.e reverse; a~Gb a .an, in euoh 
1 a1tuatton , would be .uoh more violently te~tt4 to embrace a 
t&vorable conJuncture tor attaapt1ng the prolongation ot hla 
power, at e..-ery pereonal baaa.r4, tban 1t be bad tht p!""Obab11.1ty 
or annor1ft8 tho - 1114 b:r 4o1ft8 h11 duty. 

Would 1 t pro.oto tbo -·• of the •-~ tr, 01' tboo otl­
b1Uty ot tbe goTt~Dt to ba•• halt a dosen MD wbo b&c1 bad 
orKtt ea.ou,gb to be r&1te4 to tbe aeat or the ·~ ... agia­
tracy, ft.Ddertne; .. oa.a 1he pebpl.e l.ike 41aooot.eote4 aboete, a.n4 
•1Sb1.ng ror a place wb.S.oh tbtJ ••r• deatt.ned. n.eTer 110re to 
po•••••' 

A th1.r4 1.11 etteot ot t:b.e uclu..lon wo\ll4 be, the depr1v-
1ng ~ OO.OU01ty Of tho adYAnt&go or thO l%pll'11nOI SoinOd b:r 
t.be ch.iet' llll.gietratt 1n tb.a exeroiae ot hie ottiot . That 
ex:perienoe 1• tbe parent ot w1e401l, 11 an a4agt the truth ot 
wb.lob 11 reoogn.1•e4 'b7 tbe • 1etet •• well •• the eS..pleat ot 
Mnkt.nd. Wblt .art dtairablt or 110re tlltnt1al tb&n tbit 
qualit7 in tbe anerno.r• ot nattoaet 'lbere .ore 4et1rable or 
.,,.. ••••nttal t.baD 1D the ti.J'tt .-giatratt ot a D&tioat Can 
1t be wit• to PQt thlt 4et1rablt &tl4 eaaentlal quality un:ler 
tho baD of tbo C001t1tut1011, &114 to 416lal'o that tboo -nt 1t 
1t &OCJ~1re4. .1 ta poaeteeor aball bt cc.pellt4 to ab&Ddcm tbe 
at.atioa in 111b.1oh 1t wae aoqu1re4. and to WbJ.cb it 11 ad.apt.ed.f 
tbia, oeYertheleae, 11 tbt prectae t.port ot all tboat rtgula­
t10DI which exolwlt -.n troa eerTi:ng t~1r O.O\IIltrJ, b7 tbt 
o.b.01oe or ~et_r ttll01r-o1ttaeu:. a.tt.er tbt7 ••• b7 a oou.rtt 
ot aerrtce ritted tb..,tl••• ror dotna it wtttl a greater ~grt& 
or ut1l1t7. 

A foUI'th 111 ortoot or tho .,.o1....,1011 would bo ~ ban111h-
1AS •n troll etattone in wbiob, 1D oerta1D -:ratDOitl ot tbt 
l t&t e, tb.tir ):re ltoOt al&bt b l Ot taw sreateat ._.Dt to tba 
pu.blio 1Dtereet or a&ttt)". '!beN 11 DO II&Uon C ioh baa not, 
at oa.e per1o4 cr &aotbe.l', e.:per1.rao~ &D abaol\lte aeoeaa1t7 

of 
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ot the eervlote ot ~rtloular men in partl~l&~ tltuatlona ; 
per~PI it would not be too etrong to llf to tbt preaervatton 
or 1ta 9011t1oal e xiatence . How unwteo. iht rttortt wet be 
tYtrJ tuoh etlt~nrlnB ordlnanco aa ••r•t• to prohibit a nation 
troa -*ktna uat ot tte own oltlsent 1n tbt manner bttt euitad 
to itt ex1aerw1t• ard c1rcuaat.ancet' WltbO\lt wppoaloa the ~r­
eonal ttatntl&llt'J ot tho -.n, l t 11 t¥14tnt that a ch&nge ot 
tJ» obitl .aglat.rat•, at tbe brtakin.s out ot a w-.r, or at any 
aladl&r orltla, tor another, tYtA ot equal .. rlt, would at al~ 
t!Mt bt 4ttr1Mnta~ to the coaamlt7, lna~oh •• it wou.ld 
w.bat1tu.te lnt~rle.nce to expe.rltnoe, aD4 w<Nld teM to un­
h.l.nat and t tt Uloat the a1.r .. 47 •ett.lM triJ.n ot t~ adaln1e­-uon. 

A t1ttb 111 e.rreot ot ~ emlu.aloa w0\&14 be, that it would 
o,_.t. • • a oonetl WUona.l 1nt.r41otlca or atablllty 1n the 
ada1Dtetratton. BT neoea•ttatlpl a chan&• or Mn, 1.n the t1ret 
ottloe ot t~ nation, it woUld oeoeaaitat. a .utab111t7 or 
M&I\U"I I · It le not geoerall7 to be e~ottd., that •n w111 
Yl.l"'J &ncl •••urea l"-1n uni.tor.. TM contrary 1• tbe ueu.l 
OOW"It ot tbln&•· And we need not be apprebone1ve tbat there 
will 'oe too Jlllc.b atab1ltt·r , while there 11 e•en tbe option ot 
ohana1ng_; uor need •• de lire to probibi t the ~oplt trom con .. 
tin\llng t btlr nontid.ence • Mre tb.tr think 1 t •1 bt 1attl7 
plaoe41 ln4 where, b7 constancy on their part, the7 .. 7 obviate 
the tatal 1noonYenlanoea ot rluotuat1na oouno111 and a .aria'ble 
pol1•1· 

'I'htte are 1om. ot the dia&dvant.agel wb1cb would now trolL 
tbe principle ot exoluaton . The7 applf ao1t toro1bl1 to the 
eob.t .. ot a perpetual. excluaion; but when •• oontld.er that 
•••n a pal'tlal excluaion 1f0u1d a.lwar• rtn4er the re&c!m.ila1o.n 
ot the peraon a l"tmote &nd preoar1o~a object, tbe obaervat1ona 
*lo.b b.&vt been •4• .-il.l apply nea.r11 aa tull7 to oat c••• •• 
to the otbar. 

llhat Are the advantqea &;raallltd. to OO\mterbalanoe tbeae 
4.1M4~t&g&lt '!be7 &re repreaente4 to bt t l a t, &J"I&ter in .. 
Upe.nd.enoe 1n the m&gi.atrate; 24, s;reater atO\Il"1t7 to the 
people. UDl.eaa tlw excl.ua1on be perpetu.al tbert 11111 be no 
prettnot to 11lf'tr the t'irat advaota.ge. au{ even in that caae, 
•7 bt ha•t no obJect beyODd b.ia preaent atatlon, to whiob. he 
•r aaoritic• hie lndtpendeJJO-et lla7 be bawe no o.ol"mtotlona, 
DO trienda, tor whoa he '11&7 M.orltioe itt Mar he not be leta 
willt.na, b;r a t1JW oon4uot , to Mkt peraou.l erwuliet, whe-n ho 
&ott undAr the t.;reea1on tb&t a t~ 11 tatt appro.ohing, on 
tb.t &rr1Yit.l. ot wbiob be not onl7 u:r, but MUST, bt expo1ed to 
tbtll" l"ttentaenta , upon an equal, perbapa \lpOn an 1.n1'or1or , 
tooting? It 11 not an .._.7 point to 4ettl"llino Wether bia 
indt~ndtnot would bt 110a t prowoted or l~~P~oil"td b7 auoh a.n 
&rrf.DI .. Dt o 

Aa to the eeooDd auppoaed &dT&nt&st , tbel"• la a tlll 
s:r•ater raaeon to antert&J.n doubt• oonotrn1Da i t . It ~ e x­
ol\lalon • •r• to ba p.erpetu.al, a ~ ot trregulu a.b1t1on, or 
wbOII alon• ther• oould b• rtaaon 1n anr oaee to tDtertaJ.n 
•PPNbiDiion, wO\ll.d, witb 1nti_n1te raluot&Doe, yteld to t1:w 
neoe111ty ot t&k1D.g hi• le&Te torever ot a ,poe t 1D 'llbiob b.ia 
paaaloo tor pOwe.r and ;a 1' '"•not bad aoqu1J"M tbe toroe ot 
babn. An4 11 bo bacl ~on tor tw>ato or aclron • .,.,.._, to 
..... ulat.o tba soocl-111 ot tba people, ba alpt l..D41. .. -

to 

I 
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to coa.e1~r aa a ••rJ OCUooa u4 UDjuatU'iable raatratnt: \lpob 
tUualYaa, a prOYialOD Clo.h waa c.aloul.ated. to d.abar tiNa ot 
~ ri&ht o~ gl•in& a traab proot ot tbllr attao~nt to a 
taYO.rtte. ,_.,.ra •r ~ Gonoa1•a4 ctrelaat..Doae 1D wb.loh thla 
cUeguet ot the peop a, .. oon4SAg the thwartM ubitlon ot euch 
a t••orlta, might occaelon greater 4an8er to l1bartr, tban 
ool.lld •••r :rea1on&bly 'be 4raaded tro• tho pOadb111t7 ot a per­
petuation in Ot(iOI 1 br thl 'YOl\mt&ry luffri.Stl of tht Oo.mm .. 
lty, exere1a1ng & cone l~tlonal pr191loga. 

There 1• u exoe•• ot ratlnement 1n tbt 141& or 41aabling 
the pttepla to o.ontinu.t in ottloa 11111n who bad ant1tla4 th-­
aal•ea, 1n their opinion, to approbation And oontld.anoa; t~ 
a d.Y&.otagaa or whiob are at btat apeoulat1ya l.n4 aqu1Yooal, and 
..,.. oyarbalanoa4 b7 d.1Nd.Yt.nt.&gaa tar .,re oart&1D &D4 4ec1a1••· 
( Lodjso, t'M Po4orallo t, lo. I;OII, •51-46&) 

OZORG'& XASOI, 1D tlw V1ra1.D1& CODY1Dt10D, JUDe 1'7 1 1188. 
'rii1i Pi'addent la ahote4 • 1tbout rotation. It MJ' be ealel 

taat a c .. eleetlon MJ' ~"•OYe b..S.a, aDd pl&ee another 1ft h.11 
at.a4. It' wa ju4ge tro. tbt ezper1enoe or all other oountrlea, 
a.nd n·en our own, we •r oonolude that, &I tbe Prea14ent ot tbe 
U'Aitad States •r be l"tlleettd, ao he 'frill. How 11 it in •••r1 
so•e~nt ~ere rotation 11 not re~redT II there a tingle 
inetanoe ot a great •n not belns: r.l leotad.t ou:r go't'ernor it 
obl18td to return, alter a gl•en periOd, to a pri.ate atat1on. 
It 11 ao 1n moet ot the etatea. Tbit Pretldent • 111 be elected 
tiM ..rter tllle: be will be oont1.nued 1n ottloe tor lite . It' 
ft With tO ChAnge bill, tbe veat powera 1tl WUrope will not 
allow ua ••.• 

W1ll not the great pootNrt o.t Bu:rope, •• Pr-tmoe a.n4 Great 
Bri ta.t..n, be J.nt.reat-.4 .1n baYing a t'riend 1n tba Prea14ent ot 
t.he OD!ted Stateat aDd. Will tbey not be .ore 1Dtereated in his 
eloetton than in tbat ot the 1d.ng ot' Fol&ad.t TM ,.ople ot 
Pol&.Dd ba'f't a r1.ght to 41tplace Ehe1r lc1.ng. But 40 tbe7 •••r 
do itT Mo. Pr\\111& ud Jtuttla, and. Other IUJ-OPtt.n powera, 
would not eutter it. !'b11 olauae Wi~l open a door to the 
da.ngert and miat'ort\U111 whJ.ob the people ot Poland. 'W'Itt.rgo. 
The pow-ere or Europe will interpose, and •• tMll bt.Ye a o1Y1l 
war ln the bowela ot o~ eountry, and be ~bjeot to &11 the 
horrors llld C.al &mJ.tlel Of an tleot1Ye •onarobyo Tb11 Yery 
exeo~t1ve ottloer .. ,., b7 oont.nt ot C~ett, reoe1vt & at&ted 
penllon .troa European poteatatet. 1"h11 it not IJl 141& alto­
&•t.b*~" new ln .AIIIItrloa. It 1• not ~ )'9&rl e.ao - t1no• the 
Pevolution - ~t a toro1p poeer ott•rt4 ...ol~ot• to peraona 
bOlcU..n& ott1c.e1 UD4er our gove.--.nt. It rt.U, IIOJ'IO'f'll", l>e 
4U'tleu1t. to know wb•t~-r h• recel "' ~l .... nta trca tore1p 
power• or a.ot. !he eleetora, who are to Mit 1A .. oh atat• to 
YOte tor hla, .. 7 ~ eaelly 14tl.\Miloed. 1'o prec•eot tlMI a.r­
ta1D e'f'11• ot at~~ to eleot a ne. PrealdAnt, lt will be 
IWOIIMl"'J' to OODti.m.tl \:M Old. ODe • '!be oa.l.7 •J to &1 tel" thil 
would. be to reDt•r b1a 1Del1C1bl• att.er a oert&ln o\Mero o~ 
yeara, end tMn no torelan nat1oa woul.d. intertere to Pop 1n a 
.an who waa utterly 1n•l1g1ble. Jlo~ 11 .o e•••ntlal to 
tbe prtle~t1on ot • roepub11oan so••rn..nt ••• per1041o~ 
rototlon. lotllin8 eo etro"317 S..pole a ..., to rogorcl tho lntor­••t or hi a oontt1 t\aea'• •• the oert&i.Dty ot r-etv.l"n1J\I to t» 
seneral -·· ot the ~ple • .troo. 1fbene• b• ... taken, 1fbere be 
-.aet part1oipate tbelr b\11"41Da. Jt 11 a cr-t d.eteot 1n tM 

.... te 

J 
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S.nato that tha7 o.re 1\0t l.nel1g1ble at tbe and Of II.X Ja&ra. 
!be bleMi&l ex:ol\U1011 ot on. thiN ot t:bea will b&Yt DO et­
teot, •• tbiT C&D M rellected. SC:.. etat.d tS... oua,bt to be 
rued. Wen tbe Prea14el\t OQ,&bt to be rec1uce4 to a Jlll"1ftte ata­
Uon. t abould be oootontad that be all!bt be oleotod tor alsl>t 
JOo.ra; but I would trllb IWa to be oapabio ot ho141D& tbe otr1oo 
onl7 tllbt rear• out ot twel•• or alxteen reara. But, •• it 
now etan4a, he sar continue in ottioo tor lite; or, in other 
worde, it will be an elective monarob.r. (Elliot, .2R.• ill:, I II, 
48'-68~) 

V1rfln1a Con•ent1on, lUne 1'7, 1788. 
&oor:loiiiJo tba at one etqe ot tbia l:N.ai.Deea, 

I bad. .-braced tba or honwable seDtle.&n, that the 
rell1g1b111t7 of tbo waa 1apropor. BUt I trlll 
aoknowledae t~t, on a turtber oona14erat1on ot the eubjeot, 
and at tention to the 11ghte 'lb1ob were thrown upon lt by othera, 
I altered ay opil\101> or tho 11Jo1tat1on ot h11 ol1g1b111tJ• 
WMD ,. ooneld.er tbe ath'eotqee a.r1a1na to u tr011 it, we oan­
oot objeot to 1t. 'l'b&t 'lll1eb h .. prod».oed wr opil\1.., apl.not 
tbe Ualtat1on or hia ellg1b1llty 11 tb1a - that 1t randara h1Jo 

JIOJ'"I 1D4epeDdent 1n b.la place, and .ore aollcitoua ot pro110tt.ng 
tU 1ntereat ot hia oonetitueu:ta; to7, \IDleaa you put it 1A b1• 
power to be r.electe4, 1Detea4 ot belns attent11'1 to tbe1r 
intereata, he will lean to the •us-entation ot hil pril'&te 
biOltoMnta. (Ibid. , 68~·688) 

WI:r.t..IAM R. DAVIB. 1n the lortb. C&.rollca Con•entioo. J\117 U, 
1'188 • 

.\ diopute ...... l.n tha coo ... ntion 001\00rDlDg tbo rell1g1-
bll1t7 Of thO Preolclftt. It WRO the Opinion of tbe dePI'tatiOD 
t1"'01I tb.ia etate, t.b.at be ab.ould be elected tor tl•e or eeve.a 
Tl&.rl, and. be arterwarda 1nel1g1ble •••• A large and •ery 
respectable majoritt were ot t be contrary opinion. It waa aaid 
tbat euoh an exelualon would be 1.11;ropoer tor many reaaona; tbat 
1t an enlightened, upr18bt ma..n had ctiacbarged the dutiea ot 
the office ably ~ taitbtU117• lt would. be depr1Yin8 t~ people 
ot tbe benefit ot bia ability and ex~rlence. t~ tbey ~7 
app'I"''Yed or hi.a; tbat it would. reDder the Preaident leea ar<lent 
1n b1a en4eaYOra to acquire the eate .. a.od approbat10D ot hie 
o.ountl"f, it tt. mew that M would be abaolutely excl\ld.ed arter 
a g1Yen periOd.; a..n4 that it would be depr1Y1.ng a un ot ainau· 
lar merit even or the rigbta ot o1t1zenab.1p. It waa &leo eald. 
t.b.&t tbe 4&7 IIL1gb.t GO!Dt, wben the cont1d.enoe ot ._.rica wou.ld. 
be put 1D one an. anc1 that it at.&bt be Unseroua to exc.luda 
auob a .ao troa the earY!oa ot bia country. (~., IV, 10~-l~} 

letter to tbe J)u.o 41 1& Rochet'wo.a\ll4, 

11&1&71 it I ~~r riabt, "" tor -.k:1.n& tba Preald.ent 
tnoapablo or bel.n& oho .. o after tbe !1rat tour Yearo; but a 
M&jo~1t7 ••r• tor laaYlnc the Bloot1oo trea to ~·• wboa th17 
pleao'dl ODd 1t •• &llldp4 that ouoh tnoapab1l1ty algbt tend 
to -a tbe Preaid.lot leae atteot1TI to tbe dutlaa ot bla 
Qt!1oo , aD4 to tbl tntoreoto ot tbl hople, thaD be would be 

1t a M- Obo1oo de-- 011 their !ood Opln1oo of t-. 
(sa:,tb, D!. ptt1n•e !.[ I!DJ"'P PM! 1 lD, IX, Mt) 

I!ID.JAIIIJI P!WI!LI. 
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letter to •· Le Velllard., Ootobtr 24 , 1768. 
to be eo app:reheni1Yt about 0\U" Prta1dent ra 

'bel nc ptl"ptt\.1&1. ..ltblir bl nor n ba•• IAJ' w.ob intention. 
'l'b&t 4u\«tr there •1 be ot aucb a.n tYezat ft a.r. &11 aware ot, 
&Ad. eh&l1 take OI.H etteotuallT to ~••tnt 1to The oboioe 1• 
trOfl. tO\U" years to tour Je&rl; tb.e appointMnta will be aa.ll; 
tbua .... r oban&• ~ Prltldent 1t .. 4on•t 11kt hit o~ot, 
&D4 M wil ba•• l en 1.n4uc•ent to atru&alt tar a new eleo­
uon. (~·, 574) 

[Se.-eral. •ab•r• ot tbt cOD•entlon were wtU.tn.a that tM 
preeld.tat .mould ho14 oN'lot durlna good. beba'fior, t.D4 BDU­
~ expreeaed. a pre terence tor 11ft teaure, eubjeot to reaoYal 
'b7 la;e.ao~nt. !be pre'R.ll..l.r&g eentt.ant, bowe•er, ta..ored a 
tlzed t.J'II, aad tlW q\Mitlon narrowed. 4.0WD to a aev.a ... year tena 
wltbOut t~ pr1•1lege or re•tltotlOD or a tour•,.ar tera with 
no r·tttrlotlon in the latt.r reapeot. At on.e et.a;:e ot the 411-
0\111100. tt. ••••n·,..a.r 9lan waa adopted.. 8\lt wtwn lt bee ... 
Olt&r that tbt preaid.ID.t W t not to be ohoND 'by Ccmgrttl, tbe 
•1n objtot1on to r.-el1g1b1Ut7 ftl r ..o•e4; an4 tbt tou.r­
Jtt.r ttra wa1 aublt1tute4J with no rtttr1o~1on on the nu.ber 
ot tt..et that a .-n llligt1t be ~0110 t.o the ottloe, 
(Pre4tr1o A· 068 and P. Ol"mall RaT• Introduotl,.on ~ A!!rio&D 
OO•e~t, 1025 ed.J 199) 

It 11 a uMgt ot ~r1o&n goftrmMnt, t.at.1.n, that no 
one aball .. r•• eore than two ttrli.l 1.1'1 the 'll\i tt Houee, but 
wC.ther tb.ia ua•a• baa NoOM eo 1trong t.l to 'be unbret.b.bl&, 
the tut\U'e alone can dtt.ermine. At &DT rate it 11 tu troa 
what tbt n-... rl ot the conat1tut1on 1nten4tc1. (11'1111 .. 8 . 
bm"O, 'l'hl GO"UruMnt Qf' the onJ.tecl Statta, IC&t1onal, State, !!!.4 tocil'; 1026 .a., SITl- --- --- --

2. COISTl'l'tJTIO!W. AI!Elillln'TS PROPOSliD BY &TAft 
RATll'TfliG COIM!JITIOI!S , 1788 

VIROINIA, JUno 27 , l700 . 
Tbit no person ah&ll be cap&ble ot be1na Prtaldent ot tbe 

unttt4 Statts tor •Ore tban a1gbt y.ar1 in &n7 tera of 11xteen 
r-ara. (Routt Doou.nt 39e , &~th Coo.ar•••, lat aeel1cm, 103-2) 

Jill}' 25. 1788 . 
no Ptraon ab&ll be tl1gl'blt to the ottlot ot Preei­

tM UD1t.4 5taWI a t blr4 tao. ( IIIl4., 1042) 

3. 



-11-

a. 

Lttt .. to IAtayetto, .ltn'1l 28, 1788. 
are oltlor pointo 1D whl.oh op1D1011o woul4 be oooro 

11l<OlJ to ftrJ• .t.o tor inotonoo, OD tbe 1Dol1g1b1l1tJ O! tbe 
.a.. peraon tor prealdent, &~tar ~· ahoul4 ba~• aar.e4 a oar­
t&in oourae or rea.ra. OU&Ne4 eo attao'CU.&llr •• the cropoaed 
oonatltution 11, tn raapeot to tba pre•ent1on or br1bar7 t.nd 
undue ~luenot 1n tbe cholot or prealdent, I oonteae I d1tter 
w14117 mytelt trom Mr . Jetteraon and JOU, aa to the neoaea1t7 
or expodieno7 ot rotation 1n tb&t &ppolnt.Mnt . 'rbt Mttar waa 
ta1~17 diacuaat4 in tbe convention, and to ~ rull oonv1ot1oa, 
thoueb I c.AnDOt ba•• t-t.e or rooa to a-ua u.p tlw &rg\IM'nt 1D 

th11 lett.r. 1'btra cannot 1n .., Judpect be the 1eaat 4&Dgtr, 
that the prealdtnt wU1 b7 &n7 PJ"&ottcablt 1Dtr1gut •••r be 
able to o.ont1nut h11Uelt one •a.ent 1n ottioe, 11.1ch leta s>~r­
~tu.&te blmaelt 1n 1t, but 1n tbe laat atage or corruptec1 
.orale and pollttoal depravttr; and even tben , there 11 •• 
.u~ danger that any other epeoiea or do.tnat1on would. prevail. 
!'bou,ab, when a p.ople eb&l.l b.&ve beco.t J.no&p&ble ot govera.1n.g 
tb•aelvea, a.Dd. tit tor a ••ter, it: 1a ot llttla oonaaq\lence 
t'Poa what quarter be COMI· UD4ar &D exte~ rtaw ot thla 
pa.rt or tbe at.bJaot, I oan ••• no propr11t7 1.n proeclU41.Da our­
••1••• troa the ttrvicea ot &DJ .an, wbb on ·~ ~aat ... r­
ganor eball be datJM4 un1var•all7 1:10st capable ot eervlns the 
P'll>l1c. (For4, ~ wr1tl.nl!o !!!. Walhington, XI, 257) 

xe.o~ by Jattereon ot a Cooveraatloc, 
17H. 

lk•htnCton] ••• oll14 1n .., artectlODOte tODo, tl>at he 
h.&d. tolt much oonoern at an oxpreaa1on 11b1ob d.ro'Pped troa ae 
yeatorday, and Wb1o~ marked mJ intention ot retiring when be 
lhoul4. That •• to bimaolt, oanr motives obliged h1m to 1t. 
Re M.d., tbrou,gb the Whole OOW"It ot the W'IU", and moat particu­
larly at the cloee or lt, WlltONalr declared bia reaol"tlon to 
rat1rt t'rom: publlc a.tf'aire, and never to act 1D NlJ p.abllo 
otrtoe: that he ba4 ret1Nd under that fll'll resolution: that 
tbe goveM'U!I8nt, however, Wblob had been tOl"DDd, being toUDd 
evld.entl:r too 1,notr1cac1oua, a.n4 it be1na euppoeed. that h1a aJ.d. 
wae ot acme oonaequence towarda br inging tba people to oonaent 
to one or autt1o1ent etricaor tor their own SPOd.r be contented 
to ooee into tba convention, &D4 on the ,._ =ot1ve, attar atcb 
preaelng, to taka a part 1n tM new governMnt, and get 1t 
~r .. ,. '!bat ware he t.o ooctl..nue l~r, 1t a1.ght give room 
to •J, that haYing t..et•d tbll neata ot o.tt1oe, be oOW.d. not 
do without t.hoar tb&t ho r .. ur !olt bl.aoolt growina old, hio 
bodily health leaa t lrm, hia memory, alway• bad, beooeing worae, 
and pOrb&po tbe Otbor !acul tlOO O! bil ain4 ohOWl.ng a dOOIJ to 
otbere ot wbiob he waa 1neena1bla hialelt 1 tbat tb.1a apprahen­
aloa partloul&rlJ oppreaa.e4 b1at tbat he toun.cl, ~reo••r , hi a 
aotlvlt;r laaMo.d., bvAJ1D41•• tawre.tore ..,.. uu~, &114 eraa­
quJllty and r.tlr .. ent baoo.e AD trraa1at1bla paaaloa. 
(W.ab.1.Da:toa, I!!! plth!f• td ma.a Jattaraon, IX, 102) 

•••KINO'rO., 



Lltttr to xacueon1 .._,. 20, l?ga, 
not 'bean WUD1n4tu1 or the ~tntU.ntl e:cpreue4 by 

JO\l 1n aonYeraatlona juat &llubd tot .. ~.c the oontruy I 
b&YI ll&&l.n, ~4 1&*1D I'IYOlYid. tb- rltb t.bOUCllt.!Ul. &nxl.ltJ; 
but wUbout baln& able to 41apoaa ~ .tn4 to a l<:aga.r contl.JN.a­t.lon 1n the orn .. I now haYa tba honor to bold.--t tberatora otlll look !OMIOJ'<I to toM rulJ'll•nt ot tq tOMAOt &D4 IIOOt ardent willb.aa to lpt~n4 tblt reM1Dd.ar ot a:, 4&,.. (wbi.ob I can­
not expect • 111 be .any) in •••• and tran~1111ty. 

JotbiD.& aboi"t ot oon•1ot10D that ~ 4ertltot1on or t.ba Cb&11' ot Go't'o..-t (U 1t oi>OIIl4 bo tM CS.o11'0 ot tM pooplo w oontinue • 1n lt) wou.l4 l.DYol•• the CO\Ultr7 1:o "rloua 41a­putae reapeot1n,a tbe chief' *«:tetH.te., 11.114 the d1a&graeablt oonaaquencaa wblcb a1gbt rel\llt thar• troa in the tloatln& an4 41Ytdad opl.n1ona wbloh •••• to praYatl at pra~tnt, co\lld., ln l.nJ 'dee, indV.Ot .. tO l'll1nqu_1eh tbe 4ettt"JJJ..n&t1on 1 b&YI toratdJ and or tb.la 1 do not ••• b.ow a.n,. av14ance oan be ob­talntd previoua to the Bleot1on. Kf ftnit;y, I q w.ra 11 not ot that cut to allow ce to rtew t.boe t~Jtot 1D thia l.tsbt· 

trncler tbt" illpreaaiooa Ulan, peralt .. t10 reiterate the requeat I made to J'OU at our laat Jt~~lu~t!n&··n .... l,., to tb.ink ot tbtJ proper tiae, Md the 'beat •ode ot announcing the J.otent1on; an4 that you would prepare t.bt latter. ••tn raYolvtns tbil IU.b• Jtot 11.7••11', 111'1 Jud,pent h&a &lwaya been nbarraated .... ·On tbt 
OM bAnd, a prt¥1oua dtolar..tlon to retire, not only our1ta wttb 1t the appearance ot n.n.lty and aelt-t..:portance, tNt 1t 
•1 be GODitru..t. l.nto • DDOeUYrt to be in "IS. ted. to r ... 1n ...... AnCl oa the other ba.nd., to ••7 noth1.J:I.g, iQl.,. content; OJ', at 
&nJ rat•, wou.l4 leave the •tter 1D 4wbt: and to cleol1nt a.tter­
werd.t alght be d.teMd •• ba4, and. unGa.DdJ.d. •• o. 

I wUl, wtthout apol061, daa1re (it the meaaure 1n itae1t abouJ.d etrlkt )'OU •• proper I an4 U.kely to produce publlo aooct, or ~i•ate hooor) t:bat you would turn your thOUght-. to a n.la­cUotor7 &ddreaa t1"a. • to tbe publlo, e.zprtaal.Dg 1n pla1c aD4 ac4eat eol""Ca, that h&rtna; bean hODOI'M W'itb the Prtl14ant1al obllr, and to tiM beat at wt abilitiae oontr1bv.ted.. to tbe or­ganisation and a4ain1atrat1on ot tbe govern..nt·-tbat h&v1ns 
l.l"J"1Yt4 &t a per104 Of 11te 'tlbtD the private walkS Ot it, i.D the aba4t or retlr•eat, beoOMa t\eotaMJ"'T and will be .oat pl .. •1.Da to M; -·ac4 tlM ap1r1 t ot tbe aonr.-.nt -.,. render a rotaUOil 1n tbt al.Ot.1ft o1't1Ctra o1' lt .OH ooasenJ.al wltb tbell' 14a&.a oL llbel'tJ &Dd aatety, t:b&t 1 take ~ ltave ot tt.a •• a public .an. (Pord, %!!.!. ft1t1.Daa ~ waesnstoc.. Xll, 
12~·12e) 

WABHIMOTOH, Farewell Addreee, ltptember l?, l?ee. 'liii perlocl tor a n .. eleotlon or a o1tl&en to ac11Ll.n1ater t.a:t. beouti•• Gove,...nt ot' tba tn:a.lted. State• 'beJ.D.& not tar 41etA.Dt, ac4 the tS... actuall7 &1"'r1•ed wben TOW" tb~t• .a.at bo -.plo,ed 1D CS.olsnatl.lla tho """""" 11bo 11 to bo olotbod wltb that i.llporte.nt truat, it appei.J"a to • proper, ••peolally 
•• lt •r ooo.d~o• to a Dl'rt 41•U.not ·~•talon ot the JN'blio voloe, tbat I lh0\114 not apprilt JOU ot the reaolut1oo l bit•• toJWt4 to 4eoll.nt bal.ng ooo.etAHr•4 •oaa taw nUIIIIJ-v ot tbOae <Nt ot tlbCa a ObOlot ia to be a4e. o o. 
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1'hl aooept.a.noe or and continuance hitherto in th.e o.t.tlct 
to .ntoh rour tuttraa•• h••• twlot oalltd .. b&•• bttn • unl~ 
tora taor1t1ot ot inclination to tbt op1n1on ot d\lt)' &rut to a 
Uhrtnot tr~r What appeared to bt JOW' 4tt1l"t. I ooaeta.ntily 
bo~4 that lt would ba•e be to coh ta.rlltr iD .,. power, conda­
tentlJ wltb .otl'rt a which I .. , not at 11btrtr to cUtrtprd, 
to retvn to that rttlNMnt tro• wb.loh I ba4 been rtluota.ctly 
4H.tm. Tbe atren,gth o~ aJ" 1nol1Aatlcm to 40 c·bia pre'Yioua to 
tbe laat tleotloo ba4 •••n ltd to tbe prt~tlon or an &4drtaa 
to 4tolart lt to you; but •c.ur-. reneotloa OD tbt then per­
plu.t4 M4 orlttc.a.l poature o.t our Ut&lra with tortlp r.atlCIO.I 
t.D4 tb.t ~I &4Y1CI O.f ptii"IODI Mat1tlt4 to WI eoutidett.~ 
~1-ltt<l .. to abaad.on tbt 14••· I J"ejolot tbat Uw atate ot 
J<Nr oonoerna, exte:rn&l •• well aa in~rnal, co loqtr rendtra 
tiM pureult ot 1nol1.Dat10D 1nooapatlblt tr1tb tbt etntiallnt ot 
4llt7 or propriety, and .. perauaded., •b&te·nr part1&11t7 'M.J 
'01 reta1n.cl tor ~ aerrl.ott, tbat in ttw PNMDt Oll"'Wiatanou 
or OW' oountr7 rou WS.U not 41aappro•e w:r c.t..teraS.nat1on to 
ntt,,... 

~e 1Jiprau1ona with 11h1ch I 1"1rlt und.ertook tbe &rduoua 
tl"\llt ware explained. on tbl proper oooaaion. In the d.lecharge 
ot tb.11 truet I will only aay tbat I ba•e, wltb S004 intentione, 
contribUted. toftl"d. the organ1ut1on end a4Ja1J\1ttret1on or t 'M 
OO'YeJ"121Mnt the beet exertlona ot wbJ.ob 1 very ta.lllblt judpent 
na o&p&'ble. MOt unconacioue 1n tbe out11t ot tht 1nterlor1ty 
ot .,- qu.al1t1oat1on•, t.xperltnce 1n 117 own ,,..,, perb&pa ttlll 
1110r1 1n tbt eyea ot othera, baa atrenatbene4 the aotl••• t .o 
d.lttld.enoe or aJtelr: and e•ery da7 the 1noreaa1na we1f5ht ot 
yeare edaonllhed me more and JDOre that tbt ebad.e or retlr-nt 
1• •• neoeu&r7 to • 11 1t wU.l be welcOM. S.t:1a1'1t4 tb.t.t 11" 
U7 011'0\alt&nC.tl b&'YI Si'Yift pec\tllar 'Ya.l'-W to wt:f H:rrtcea tbey 
weN te..pora.ry, I ha•• the conaolatlon to btllt'tt that, whl.le 
oholot liDcl pru.d.e~o• 1DW1.t.e • to ca-ut tbe pol1Uoal. aoen., patr1-
oUaa doe a not 1"orb·id 1 t. (Ricb.l.rdlon, •••s•• ~ !!R!!:!. ~ 
EA!, .... a1Unta, I, 21.3-214) 

WASHlmt'OM, IAtc..r to Jonatba.D ~' JUly 21, 17'91. 
It iOuld be •tter or acre rep-at to •· 1t I ooulct be11••• 

that a aertoua t.hougbt •• tu.rMd towal"4a M •• bJe lAMJul 
euooeteor, not only •• lt ree~ote ., ar4tnt wi~a to paae 
throQ&h tbl Yah ot 11te 1n retir•ent, un4J.eturbe4 1.n tl» 
ream.Mt ot tbe 4Ap 1 ba•• to eojourn bere, unlet I 0&11.•4 u.pon 
to 4•tel\4 rq 00\1Dtl7' (11h1Ch •••ry cltiaen 11 bo\tnd. to do), but 
on J:lll,lbllo arouncl alao; tor, al.tbou.&h I b&Yt tbund.ant oauae to 
be tb&nlct'\ll. tor tbe good. l»&ltb Yitb tlbloh I u 'bleued, rt I 
a. not 1naene1ble to aJ dtoltoatton 1D otbtr rte~ote. I 
WOuld be crl.S.nal, t.bel"etore , 1n •, altbOU&Jl it would be tM 
wttb or .y oountr,..n, aM I oo\ll4 be tleoted, to aooept an 
otttot un4er tb1a oonrlot10D, wbiob another woul4 41ach&rge 
w1tb .crt ab111ty; &D4 tb.11, too, at • tlM when X .. tberoughly 
conrtnoed I abould. not ctra• • et.nale TOt-e t1"'0l tbe utt•Ped.eral 
etd.e, I.D4, or oOI.ll'ee, ahoul.4 e"Eiii!"'\ipcm no ot.bar gou.Dd tban 
&.ftl' other P..Seral. cb&raoter well •upported.; U\Cl, whee I abould 
becOM a MJ"lc tor tbe aba.th ot ennao.e4 •Uoe an4 the b&Mat 
oal\WQ' to tt.re at, - wb.e I ahould.. be ob&rae4 aot cmly with 
trreeolution, but witb concealed a.b1Uon, etch ft-i ta ODl.y m 
oooaelon to blaae ou.t, - &Ad., 1D lbort, wUb 4ot&c• &D4 t.a­
~ollltJ· 
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All th11, I grant, ought to be lUte tN.tt 1n tbt bal.aooe, 
when JNt in cu:apet1Uon With • fr••taJN-bl1o aood, wbtn the 
aoo~lltbaont or it le app&ren • t, •• no probl .. 11 better 
4et1ntd. 1n wr a1nd than that principle, not ae, 11 now , and. 
wUl be, the Object or contention t and. tbat I O<Nld. not ®t&1n 
& I 011t.al'l' •ott 1'1"011 that party; that &l\7 OtbiJ" l"llptOUble 
Federal character would rece1•e t~e t&at .u!fra&t• tbat I 
thoul.d.; tbat at .,- t!- or lt..re (•era-i.ftc to....-..11 tbJ"eeacore &Dd 
ten) 1 abo\lld. e.xpoto •Ttelt, w1Ulwt read.er1DC UJ ea .. nttal 
eei'Tioe to rq cau.ntry, cr ana-..rJ.n& the end. oont-.pl&ted.; pru· 
cHnoe on .;r part ~•t &rreet &n:7 atte.pt ot tbt n U-..ant but 
a1tt&kln •ltWI Of .:t l'l'i.toU tO 1tltf'04t.lOI M t.p.f.n iDto tb.e 
obl.lr ot so••rnaent. (Pord, The W'r'tticaa or O.orJt ••h'nston, 
nv, 1n-1n1 - - -

(Tb.it •third ten~ doctrine,• u it 11 called, 11 auppoa~ 
to :reet upon the eJOample .. c b7 •eb..1.D&toD 1n 4eoU.n1na re­
l leotion at Ul,e IXJ)1l"&t1cm ot tlght 7.-r1 1 ltr•1ot . !'raditloa 
baa 1t tbat W&lh.1ngton acted on principle, but tb.11 •••• to 
haYI •light b.11tor1oa1 tound.atlon. lll 414 not •bare Jetter­
aon•• 4eo1d.t4 1d.eaa on rotation 1n ott'S.oe, and. there 11 appar­
entlr no r•a•on tor believing tbat be objeote4 to a Pre•14ent'• 
liM na thl"ee tll"'ll ot" lllOJ'eo ln taot, hit ta.rew1ll ldd.l"ll8 ie 
tilled with reaeonable exoueea wby bo in particul&r ought not 
t.o 'be ohargtd wttb laok ot patr1ot11m or neglect ot duty in 
retu.ling to aer•e tor another term. Jetteraon or1g1n.ally be-
11t•e4 that the Pretid.ent ebould. b••• bten st•tn • ••••n yearet 
tt~, and then _.de ineligible tor relltotton. tater, however, 
be c&M to the ooncludon that aerrlot tor tl&bt ,..ara with the 
pott1b1lltJ' of reaoval at the end. or tour ,..ara •• neiU"er the 
14eal ar~nt. He, accordinalT, toll owed. tbe exa.ple aet 
b7 ••btngtcn\, &D4 thua the third tera c1ootz-1nl et.rl7 rtoth'td 
a\lob bi«b l&ncttcm tlwt 1t btCCM a pol1UC&l 4o.,.. al:JI.oat •• 
1D•10lable 11 &n expreaa proT! at on ot tbe COD ttl tutlOD. 
(1+1-rd, ._.rtoan. OO.el"'mmnt and Polltloa, 1914 ed,., page 184)) 
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•• 
ID'J'IRIOW, lAtter to *d1aoa, Deo•btr 20, 1?8'1. 

'& aeooa4 r .. tuH (ot t.ba p:ropoee4 oooat1tut1oc) I cua-
11ka, &D4 •tronal7 dJ.ell.ke, 11 the ab&.n4c>nMnt, 1D '"'!'7 111-
eta.noe ot tba pr1nc.1ple ot rotation 1n o.ttloe, and. .oat p&rt1cu­
lt.rl7 1n tbe oaaa ~ the Prea144;nt. a .. .on •net •:JI:Pt'rienoa tall 
ua, that tbe tint -as.atnta rlll aln7a bt r-ealaot.ad l.t be 
•1 be rt-elaoted.. He 1.a thaD c ottl oar tor Uta. 7hla onoa 
o'bttMM, it 'beoo.a or ao :aach con .. qu.aooa to ou·tain natlool, 
to bawa a trttD4 or a toe at the h .. 4 o.t our a.ttaira, that they 
will lntartara wlt.b 1Mle8J an4 wtt.b. a.raa. A O&llo.n, or a.a. 
Anal.._,, will bt lll_p;JOrted b7 the naUOD M batrlende. tt 
onot alaotad, and at a aeeoc4 or tb.S.r4 alaotlon ou.t-YoUd. by 
ooa or two .otee, be will pretend f'alaa votet, toul plaJ, hold 
poaeaallo.n or the rai.gna ot go'fermnent, be tU;pport.4 br tba 
au.tea YOtln& tor b.1a, aap~clally 1t thtJ bt tbt otntral onea, 
lJina 1n • eoapaot body tbealelna, and. aaparatt.na their oppo­
nent•: and thtJ will be a.!ded bJ one nation 1n lu.rope, tlb1le 
the •Jority are aided '1>7 another. 'I'be election ot a President 
ot AIMr1oa 1 101M JPl"• benoe 1 Will 'be atob. more 1nhreat1ng to 
oerta.ln n&tiona ot .Europe, than ever tb.e election ot t. Jt1:a.g ot 
Poland wae. Ratl eot oo all tbe 1oatanoee 1n b1ttory, anoient 
and. ll04ern, ot elective mont.rohiea, and ... 7 1t tbey dO not give 
toundat1on to%' ~ te&raJ the Ro.t.n a.p.rore, tbl Popee wbile 
tb17 wert ot &ny lmporta.nce , the OerMn .. perore till tn.y be­
oaae bared.i t&rT ln praotioa, tM Jtl.DC• ot .Pol1J:U11 the I>eJ8 ot 
tbe Otto.a. UpeD4ano1ea. It .ay be eai4, that J.t alectlone 
are to be attel\4..cl with theae dlaordera, tbe ltu t1-equ..eotl7 tb.,. are repeat.d tb.t better. BU.t .xper1coe ,._,.,, that to tr.e 
thea troa cUeorCS.r, t:her a1et be reDdered lttl intereating b7 a 
n.eoeaaity ot ohl.llge. Jo f'oreip. pow<er, oor 4oaeet1c p&rty, 
will ••t. thei.J' blood aDd .cllli'J to eleot a s-1'eoc, tlbo a.at go 
0\lt at tho 0<14 or a ohort por1o4. ~ -r or r~ •••1'7 
tO\U"th ,..e.r b7 the TOte of' t» people, ll a power whl.c.h they 
will noc ex .. otae, and 1t Cbe7 nN 41tpoM4 to e.x .. oua lt, 
they would. not be perwJ.tt.e4. TM I1..c8 ot Pol.e.ta4 11 r.-onble 
IVI1'7 daJ bJ the diet. But tbeJ CIVIl' ~YI bJ.a, )lor YOUl.d 
Jtuaala, the .,_ror, b., persit the• to do tt. (ftlh1.n.ston, 
~ wrtt!Asa !!., ~ ..Tet'taraon, II, ~ .. ~~) 

JD'P'IRSOJf, Latter to A· Dona14, Februaf"J 7, 1?88. 
Tbire ie anotber strong feature 1n tba M w oonttltutiO'O, 

11b1ob. I aa atrongly dlalllce. "!'bat 11, tbl perpeWal re•el igi· 
bilitJ ot tbe Prelid.eDt · ot tb.1a I expeo~ no ... JldM;nt a t 
pr•• ent, beoauae I d.o not ••• tbat arqbot11 hal objected to it 
on ,.ov.r a 14• tbe ftter . But it will be pro""'otiva ot oruel 
cuetr••• to 0\al" oWDtl'7, e'"n 1D )'OW." CI&J' and Jline. The t.por­
taaoe to l'ruo• IID4 B:agl&Dd, to bav• 0\al' ao••rx.ent ln the 
b&n~ ot a tl"1eD4 ar a to., will oooaa1cm tlw1r interterenee 
by ..oMJ, anct ••ea by aru. OW' JTeli4aat w1U M or .aob 
801"1 oonaequenae to thea th&n a l1.DC ot Pol.&D4. .. .at take 
O&Nt )::K) .. nr, tb&t oeitber thia, cor &DJ' o~r ClbjeoUon to 
tb• Dew IOJW1 pr04u.oel a aohJ.• 1A OW" aiOD· (Xbld.. , S65-358) 



-le-

IAtttro to O.Orge ••bJ.naton. May a, 1788. 
a.re two thinge bon•er wbiob I cUalfu et.ronalJ. 1. 

!be want ot a 4eelarat1ora ot r1Jbh. X u 1n bo~e tbe oppoel­
tlon or Vlrs1n1& will ~ th!e, • produce aU4b a d.eolaratlon. 
2. 'rhe perpetual r.•ell,s1b1UtJ ot tbe Pr'tl.14ent. !'hie I tMr 
wU1 -.Jte u ottloe tor ll.l'e tlret, • tbeo l:wlre41t.&rJ. I •• 
.uch au eo_, to aoa&J'ObJ bet'ore I oa.e to atrope. I aa ten 
tbou.a&Dd ti.Ma .ore eo alnce I b&•e MID What tb17 ..,., • 1'bere 
1• ac.arcel7 an • •11 known 1n tbiH countries wbio.h •r not be 
traced to tt.lJ" k1n,a •• it• • IOUI'oe, nozo a good 11blob !a not 
4er1•e4 tro• tbe 1.-ll tl~r• • ot rtpubll~ .. exletlna a.ong 
tbe:D. I oan t\lrther eay With aatetr the!'t !a not a Uowne4 heed 
1.n Europe whoee talenta or Mrl t would entitle b.1JI to bt elected 
• •eetr,,..n b7 the ~ople ot any 9&-rllh ln .t.rloe. However I 
ahall hope tb&t betoroe there 11 <la.naer ot thia change t&kln,s 
place 1n tbt otrtce or Pree14eat, tbe good ••n.• & tree lplrlt 
ot ou.:r coun.t,.,...n will .ake the o'bangea nec.•••&r7 to pre•tDt 
it. (Pord, !!:!!, Wl-1t1M• ,2!. ~ letteraon, v, 8) 

JlrP'FKRSOH, tAtur to Edward ce.rr1n.gton, May 2?, 1'788. 
the ~4 •t~MMnt etob appeua to 1M eaeentl&l 1e the re· 

at or1ng tbe pr1no1ple or neoea .. r, rotat1oo particularly to 
tbe senate & Prte1den6ya but .ott ot &11 to tbt laat. Re­
el1gJ.b111t7 lll.kee him an o.t't1oer tor 111'e, and tbe 41Mitore 
1naepara~le tro• an elective monarchy, render it preterable, 
U' • e oai1DOt tread back that atep, tb&t •• aboul.d ao torwl.l"d. & 
take retu.ge JAM hereditary on.. Ot the correotioo ot t.b.1a 
.Article howe1'tr I enterta.i.n DO pi"''Hnt b.ope, beoau.at I 1'1D4 1t 
baa ac.ar-oelJ' ezo1ted. an objeotloa 1ra '-rtoa. And 1t 1t d.oea 
not take pl.eoe ere long, ito uw.redl.J' rae•er ..U.L the natural 
PJ"'gl"lll of thln&• 11 tor liberty to yield, & so.en.ent to 
ga1n ground. .&a ,..t our ap1.r1ta are tHe. Our jealov..,. 1• 
onl.7 put to aleep bJ' the unl1a1 ted oont1<1enee .. all repoae in 
tb.e per1on to wboa •• &1.1 look •• 0\\r predd.ent. Uttr h.1al 
interior oh&raottrl may perhape •uoooed and awaken ua to the 
danger which h11 Mr1t bat 1~ Ul into . (~., 20 .. 21) 

JKP?KRSOM, Letter to Bdwaz.d Rutl~e, l'Ul7 18, 1788. 
I apprehen4 too that tbe tota1 a~•"",.,•nt of tbe principle ot rotation. 1n tM ottte.ea ot Prea14tat & SeDI.tor .Ul md. 1D 

abuae. But a'/ -oon.t1denee ia that. tt:aer• • Ul 1'or a lona ts..t be 
•lrtue • ~ eenlt enou,gb in 0\U' o.ountr,men to o.orr•ot abuaea. 
(~ •• 4c2) 

JIP.PIRSOX, Lttt•r to rrano1a Hopkinton , Karch 1~, 178; . 
With reepeot to the re-el1g1b111tr ot the preeld.t.nt, I 

t1nd. 111••1t 41tter1na: f'roa tbt MjOr1ty ot ., oowttrJ'Mn, tor 
I thlnlc there a.re but: three atatea wt or the u. wtuoh have 
4ta11"e4 a.n alterauoo o.t thla. An4 1D4..S., ainoe tblt taunc 
1a aatabUibe4, I wOUld w1.ab 1t aot to k a..lt.Joed. 41lr'l.DC tM 
lU'e or 01.1r Cf'Ht lM.der,. whoae e x.eo\1t1Yt talcta are auper1or 
to thoea 1 btU••• ot e7 .-n lD "be world., &D4 wbO &lODe b7 
tlw autbor1 CJ' or b.la nAN e4 tal oont"14aDoe Hpolld 1D hie 
perfeo.t 1ntev1ty, 1a tully qual.1ne4 to put tbe new JO••rn .. 
a.nt ao under wa7 •• to aecurt lt aaa!n.t tbe ettorta ot 
oppoaltton. 8\it bl.rtng der1n4 h"ola our error all tbe good. 
t t.re .. , 1n 1 t I bope " eb&ll oorreot 1 t tbe 801Mnt •• oan 
DO l ..... r b&YO law - ...... &t - b ola. (n!!•, '1'7-78) 

IIP!I!IIOI 
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Letter to D&Y14 ~,..,. Ma.l"ch 18, 1789. 
Y01ot ••• baa not bowevtr autb.orl&K • co 

a r-eal d.tttot What I tbOu&ht &n4 atUl tbJ..nlc one. 
tbt ~r~tua.l r•·•l1.&1b111t7 ot tbt ~tld.ent. But tbrtt 
etatee out ot 11. b&•lna <ltola red ag&.1nat th11, •• INi t euppoat 
we Are wron.s aocor4.1ng to tbt .t'\.lm1amental l.&w ot tvorr aoolety, 
t'b.t lt~ • J or il reit16A to wbiob. WI l.rl boun4 to l\lbat.1t. ,And 
ahoun-the •Jor 0 na• tbtl,r op1o.1on, & btC-0 .. ltndbl t 
t.b.lt tb11 trait 1n their oonet1tut1on 11 wrona, I wou.ld. wtab 
it to remain unoorreote4, •• long • • we can &Tail ourael'Ytl or 
the lll"viCtl ot 0\U" &l'lt.t lAad.t r, whO I t taltnte And. wboll 
wtl&ht ot character I oonaldtr aa peculj&rl7 ntOII~ to get 
tb.t go.-ert~e~~~nt 10 ~r ft.J' •• tb&t 1t. •1 at'ttl"'W&l"4a be car­
rlt4 on by 1\ll>OI"dl.natt Ob&Mot.ra. (~., $0•tl) 

[On De~r 12, 180~, tbt Senate ot the UtUtH Statet 
reject~ b7 a YOte ot tour to twenty- tlvt the tollowtna pro­
poeed ••ocbDent to the Cont t1tut1on: •50 peraon who bat been 
twiot aucceas1••17 tltottd Prtaldent ot tbe united State• 
eball be el1giblo •• PJ-;eeident wttil t'ou..r yeare tbl.ll ba•te 
elapeed: but an1 ci tl~en who hat boon Preai4ent ot the United 
Statea may, after auch intervention, be el~iblo to tbo ott1ce 
ot Preeident tor tour 711r1 and no lo~er.~ (Anrtale ot con­
E!!!• 8th Congreu, let aeu1on, 2U )J ---

J'BPF!RSO!I, Letter to J'obn 't'&ylor 1 J&ou.ary 6, 1808. 
16 opinion or1g1n&lly wee tbat the Preaiclent ot tb.e Untt.4 

Stataa aboul4 baYe been elect.d tor ••••n TMJ"I, &lid. tor.•er 
Uellgible &.!te:rwarde. I hl'f'e aJ.nce bec.CIIM aeulblt t.bat. •••en 
Je&rl 11 too loag to be 1~le, a.m that tbtlre atl0Ql4 be a 
pMceabl.e - J' or wUbdra•lnC a -..n 1n a14n.y who 11 Clol.ng wrong. 
'!'be ael"Tloe tor elpt ,..are, wlth a power t.o reeo•• at the eM 
ot tbe tlret tour, oc:.ea M&rlJ to rq prlnclple a a oorreote<l by 
e:cperlenoo: &D4 lt 11 1n a4ber.nc.a to that, tb&t I ct.tel"'Wle to 
w1tb4raw at tbe aad. ot rq eaoo04 tera. ~ da.np;r ie that tbe 
indul&•nc• and attao~te ot ~e people will keep a .. n in tho 
chair a.tter he bec.o.ot a Clotal"<l, that re-election tb.roug.b lite 
tball bee~ habitual, and al•otlon tor lite tollow tbat . 
<Mnera.l ftab.1.ogton eet the e;p;aple or .-oluntary retlrUIOnt atter 
elgbt .,...re. I ab&l l tollo• it . And. • tew 11102'-t preoedonte 
wi l l oppoee the obetacla ot M bit to any one alter aWbtle So 
lba-1.1 endeavor to exted bJ.a t•l"'l· ~pe lt •7 befet a 41a­
poa1t1on to eatabl1ab it b7 an ~ct.ent or the Conet tutton. 
I belieTe :I aa 4o1DC ri&bt t.Mt-e.tore 1n pur.uina .,. principle. 
I ba4 d.ete:rmlned to de o1ua .q 1ntent10D, but I ba•e c.oneont:ed. 
to be allant on the optnlon ot t't-1en4a, wbo tb1nk 1t beat not 
to put a eontlnWUlCI out ot ., power 1n d•tlanoe or all olreum. ... 
au.ne-ea. 1'here 11, hOtM•ar, but one c1rcuaatatace which Gou.l4 enaaa:• ct aoq\Ueeoence 1n another election; to wit, aucb a 
c11T11100 about I INOC.IIIOr, II aight brl.ng 1n & IICin.&rcbilt• 
But thet ciro:wutanoe 11 11Qt01aible. Wh1le1 tbltretoi"'J, I ab.al1 
-.ke no rormal declaration to the public or r1r1 pur9Qit, I hAve 
rreely let it be under1tood 1n private oonYerlat1on. 
(waab.1ngton , l!!!, wr1 t1naa ~ ~ Jetter aon, IV, 866) 

JJ!!'FII!!()W 
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J'D"P'':RSOif, Letter to the Ltgillature ot Vtnaont, Dtoe)llber 10, 
1807. 

I rtotlved. 1n due eeaaon the a4d.r••• ot the LegitlatUH o£ 
Vti"'DDnt, bearing elate the 5th ot Ko-.•btl" 1806, 1D wh1ob., wltb. 
t.Mlr t.pproobatlon ot the general oou.rae ot 111 adainiat-ration, 
tMr wert eo gOOd •• to expr••• their clet1rt tb.at l would con­
tent w be propoao4 &gain, to the p.a_bllo .olce, oo ~~ t~1ra­
tlon 01' w:t pi"IMnt tera or ol'tlOI. • • o 

!bat J lb.ou1d lay doW!D a:r oh&rge at a proper pe1'10d, 1& 
aa auoh a 4utJ a a to h&Tt borne it tal tbt\al.lJ• 11 eo.. ter­
a1n&t10l\ to the aerrto.a ot the ohlet aaittl'ate be 'ftOt t'i.Dd 
b7 ~ 0«1.8t1blt1oa, Ol" 111,ppllM by praotlot, bla otttoe, nc.i .. 
n&llJ tol" ,....,.,, will, 1D taot, beoc.e tor 11ft; aDd h1ttor"7 
tboWa bOw .. ally t:hat degenvttea 1Dto &D 1Dhtr1t&Dot. S.l1ev-
1ftC that a repre .. Dtat1'" S,OYtJ"'aaN1t, reepoaaiblt at abort 
per104e or election, 1& that wh1oh proOU.cat ~ ~ateat ,,. 
ot bappinttt to eenk1n<l, I teel it • clutr to do no aot wtucb 
eht.ll ••••ntlally 1.-pa.ir tbat principle; and X ahoul.4 unw1.ll-
1n&lJ be tb.e pereon who. 41aregar41na t.b.e .oun4 precedent eet 
by an 111\Uitrioue predecueor, eboulcl turn1eh tho 1'irat ID.IIIpl·• 
ot pro1onc&tion beyond the eecond te~ ot ottioe. 

1"ru.tb, aleo, r equir e• me to 1.44, thlt 1 IJ& eene1ble ot 
tawt decline wblob. adva.nolng yeare brln& on: M4 t eol lna their 
pb.J'Iioal, t ou.gbt not to l;!oubt their me.nt.al etteot. HilPP7 1t 
I u the t1ret to perceive and to obey t:bJ.e adlaon1t1on or 
natllre, an4 to tol1clt a r•tl'eat tl"'• oa.roe too veat to·r the 
we&rtK taoultha or t..ge. (Ibid.., VIII, 121) 

J'IP'PIRSOJI', IAtt.r to Beory GUAet, J&DU&1"'7 ,, 1,809. 
I aa aeoaible o~ ta k1~•• ot J"fN7' rebuke on .,. d..eter­

.S.natton to rettre hOD ott1oe at a tiM wtwn ou:r cou.ntl'1' 11 
l.abortna UDder d.it1'1GU!t1ee trul7 gre&t. Bot 11' tM prtnclple 
or ro·tattoc be • eOllind. OIDe, •• 1 ocoeoltctlO\lelJ belt••• tt to 
be •1 tb r e.-peot to tbJ.e otnoe, oo prete•t ebould. •••r be per­
a1tte4 t.o 41epenee rlth it, 'Mcauae ~,.. ae•er wt.l.l be a ti:Ae 
wben r.al dJ.ttioultiel W1.ll not axlet, a..D4. ~aieh a pla.uelbl.e 
pr41t.ezt to-r dl~en .. t1o11. xw wppoM I • •1n the prU. or 
lite tor rule.• Lam eenelble I • not; AD4 before I .. ao 
t&.r deoll.ned •• to beco.e 1.oeena1ble ot 1t, 1 tb.t.ruc: 1t right 
to put 1 t ou.t ot ~q own power. I baYI tbe ooatort too ot know·­
ln& that the pereon •bola the pu.blio oboie-e bit dlaignated t.o 
reoa1ve the cbarg• tram me, 1• e.tnently qu&11t1td •• • a&te 
depodtok'y b7 tb.e endow.enta or tntegrltr, un41rete.o41ng, and 
txperhnoe. (XJ.pecceb and Bergh, Tbt th'1t1nae !l£ ~ 
Jttteraon, XII , 2zt) 

to ~·· MArtin, S.p~er eo, 1813. 
,. ,,\lotati<>n trom tbe toneer peptr alluUa, tl I J)rtiUDio 

t.o our Sene.ttr a t.tra, lUre that ot tbt 
my approbation. I &a tor reaponatb111t1ea 

at abort , aeel.rig otltb.ar rtaaoa nor ea.tetr 1n ~1ng 
pu.bl1o t\lnouo-oartt• 1ndtptac1tnt or tbt nauon Col' 11te, or 
t•en tor loa& teraa ot 7e&ra. On ttua pr1no1p1e I pre.tar the 
Prta14mt1al t tJW or tO'Or' ,....,.,, to t.bat ot •••tft ,...,.., wh1ch 
I .,-ael t ba4 at tiret aucgeattd, umtz:ln& to lt, bcwtYer, 1n­
t1l&1b1Ut.7 COHYN' a.tt.er; aD4 I .S.tb lt ftJ"I DOW t.DM.Dd to 
tbe 24 Cl'l&4rtan1.al aleotJ.oa ot Praa1Ma.t. (a ab.lJl&ton, n, 213) 

JP!I!!!IO• 
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JliPFERSOK, Alltobtosr•Ph.Y • 
... tM ra-•1181i>111ty ot tho I'Toa14ent tor lito, I quite 

d1aappro•e4 •••• X7 reare ot that teature were toundA4 on tbl 
1.apertanc4: or the otttce, on the t1erce oontentione it 1!11.gbt 
axo1te aor.a ou.ratlYtl, 1t cont1nuable tor lite, and the d.an­
gera ot lntertertAOI either wtth money or ~, by torelgn 
nattona, to who• tbt choice or an ..W.rlct_n Pre.tdent might 
btCOIDe 1nttJ"IIt1n,a. Jtx.laplll Of tbil &bOUl\dtd 11'1 hiatory; 1n 
the caee ot the Rolll.n emperora tor 1natanoe, ot the Popea • bile 
or any elgn1t1oanoe, or the O.rma.n emperor•, tbe Kinge ot 
Pole..nd., & the O.ye or Barbary. I had obeervt4 too in tbe /eud&l 
Hiator,., &I'd 1.n the reeent 1.netanoe part1oul&rl1 or tbe Stadt­
b014er ot Holland, bow eaelly otttce1 or tenure• tor lite allde 
into lnherl ta.ncea. lly w1 ab th.retore waa tbl t the Preeldent 
ahOilld bo olootod tor 7 . :roara & bo 1nolla1b1o o.ttorwo.rda. 
"!bia tel"l:\ I tboUSbt eutt1c1ent to enable bJJI, with the oon­
currenc.e ot tbt 1tg1al&tur., to e&.rrT tbzoo • a tatabllab &n7 •J•t• ot tapro• ... nt M ahou.ld pr-opoat tor tht general. good.. 
But tbe P-"Otlot ad.opt.cl I thlnk it Mtttr &l.lowiO£ hie eontlnu­
an .. tor e. :roar• w1tb • l1&b111t:r to bo dropped &t halt .... ,. 
or the tor., Mk1na that • period ot probation. '!'bat b1o ~·n­
tinu&nce lbou.ld. bt r.etra.t.n.cl to 7 . ,..are ne ttw op1nlon ot 
the Con•entlon at an early etage ot 1t•e eeee1on, When lt 
ootod. that tono b:r a ajor1t:r or a. •a&1not 2. an4 b:r a o1qo1o 
majority that he abo\ll.d be 1nel1g1ble a aooond t .1.. Tb.ia 
opinion &o ... , oon.til"'led b7 the bouao 10 late •• JUly 26, 
referred to the oo.mlttee or detail, reported favorably bJ 
tbel!!l, and cba.natcl to the p.reaent !'orm by ttnal vote on tho 
l&et day but one onlr ot tbtir aeadon. ot th1• change ttlroe 
atatee e xpreletd their diaapprob&tion, N. York bJ reeo~n41ng 
ao amendment that ~e Prea!dent abould not bt eligible a third 
tl.ae, and. Vlratnta and J. C&ro11n.a that M ahould not be 
capable or eer•1aa .oro than a. 1n &n1 ttra ot l&. ye.ara. Ancl 
altho•• tb.1a aaend.Mnt baa not been ude in torm, pt prtGtlce 
aeez.s to ha•o eatabliehtd it. The exa.plt ot ' Preaidenta 
Yolunt..rlly rettrina at the end or t21.ei.r 8tb ,..a.r, & the pro­
greaa or publio opinion ~t the pz-1no1ple 11 aalutary, bave 
given it in praotlce tbe tore• or preoe4tct • uaaae; lnso~cb 
that lhould a Prt11clent eonaent to be a Can414ate ror a ad. 
election, I truat be would be rejeotecl on thi1 d.monatration 
ot llltb1t10111 v1o'O'O· (ll'ord., I, 1~-111) 

6. PIIOPOUD COIS'l'I'!'IJ'l'IOli&L .&IIUDIU!lr, 1824 

1o pereoa b&YiA& Mm twloe elected to tbe ott1ce ot 
I'Toa1doot, oball ap1n bo ol1&1b1o to that ott1oo. (Paoaod b:r 
tbe Senate, ~ to 3, .l'NN&Z"'J' ~~ 182•. ~!! coyz:eaa, 
l8tb Coagreae, lat aeae.lOD, 110 

6. PIIOPOUD COIISriTUTIOHAL AIIEliDIU!lr, 1826 

Jo peraon Wbo ebaU b.aYe been eleotecl Prealclent or tbe 
unttod Statoa a oooond t1 .. , abal1 as-1n bo o11s1b1o to tbat 
ott1oo. ( l'uaod b:r tlw S.nate, ~2 to 7, Apr11 ~i 1826. 
Reclat.r .21 P.batea .1! Copqeaa, litb. Coacr•••· at Mtalon, part l, ii, i0'7) 

7. 
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7 • JAJmS BUOIWWI, February 8, 1929 

Tbe example of Waab.in,gton, whloh baa been rollowed b7 
Jettereon, ladlaon, &n4 Monroe, baa forever dote~ed tbat no 
Preaident shall be more than once r&Rolected. ~a principle 
11 now becomb aa aacred aa lt it were written 1n the conet1tu­
t1on. I would 1nol1ne to laave to tho people or tbe onited 
Statea, without incorporating it in the conat1tut1on, to do­
o14e Whether a Ptealdent 4bould serve l onger than one te~. 
Tho day -.,. come, when dangore a: ball lower over ue, and when 
we •Y have a President at the helm or State who poaeoaeea t~ 
oonttdence or tho cou.ntrr, a.nd 11 better able to weather the 
at~ than any other pilot; ah&ll we, tben. under 1uob c t rcum­
etanoea, dopr1 ve tho p.!~ople ot the Un1 t ed sta tea or the pow·er 
or obtaining hie aerv1coa tor a second termt Shall we paaa a 
decree, aa fixed ae tate, to bind the American people, And pre-
vent tb.em trom •ver re-elect1n,g aucb a -.nt I not a!'rt..id 
to truet them wi tb tbie power . 
co~eaa, 20th Congress, 2d 
Sl! 

e. .t.Jml!EII JI.Cl!BO!f, Dooembor 6 , lSW 

It waa a leadln& object with the tramera ot the Conetitu­
tion to keep aa eeparate aa pOas1b~e the aot1on ot the legiala~ 
tive and. exeout1Te branOhea or tbe Government . 'l'o aecure this 
o~jeot nothing la more eaaant1&1 tban t o preee~e tbe former 
!'rom all temptations or pr1vat. lntereat, and t:beretore 1!10 to 
direct the patronage or the latter ae not to permit auch tempta­
t i ons to be ottered. ~r1enoe abundantly demonatrat·oa that 
everr precauti on in this reepeot 1e a valuabl e eateguard. ot 
11borty, and one which mJ retleotione upon the tendenci es ot our 
eyetea 1ncl1ne me t o think should be made etill stronger . It 
was ror this reason that, 1n connection with a.n azend:ent or the 
Conat1tut1on r e:mortns all intermediate agenor 1n the choice ot 
tbe President , I recommen4ed eome reatr1ot1one upon the reel1gi­
b1lit r or that otttcer and upon the tenure ot ott1cea generally. 
The reason at111 exiata, and I renew the recommendati on With an 
inoreaaed oontidenoe that ita adoption w111 atrengthen tb.oae 
cbeoka by wbicb the Conat1tut 1on deai gned to aecure the tnd.epen­
d.eooe ot each dep&rtment ot the Go'fernment and pr01110te t he 
bealtbtul and equitable adainiatrat1on or all the truata wh1eh 
it ba• created. The agent moat l1kel7 to contravene tb1a de­
alp. ot the Cooatitutton 11 the Ch1et llagiatrat•. In order, 
parttculul,., tb&t hia appointment •r aa t u • • poaaibl e be 
placed btJOD4 tbe reach or &n7 t.proper iorluenoeiJ 1n order 
tb&t bill •7 approaob tbe aolUID r • apona1b111ti ea ot the higb.ea t 
o.tt i oe 1n tb.t gltt ot a t'ree people u.no~tted to anr other 
oourae than the atr1ot line ot oonetitu.tiooal dut7, and. that 
the eeourit1ea tor thia 1n4epeDdenoe •7 be ren4ere4 aa atrong 
• • the nature of power &D4 the weakne11 ot it• poaaeaaor wil l 
ac!a1t , I oan not too 1&1"'Deatl7 1n'f1te 1CNr attenti on to the pro .. 
pr1oty of PJ'OIIOtizl3 ouoh on UO-Dt of Ulo Ccmat1tut10D 0 1 
will r ender hill 1nel 1S1ble a.tter one tem ot aenioe. (S.oond 

to conazoeaa, ot 
II , 618. 81al.lar 6T 

i n hia t1r at, third, eixtb 
.. eaagea to congreaa.) 

v. 
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9. JOI!ll ~UINCY ADAIIS, April 30, 1839 

The example or Washington, ot retiring tro. tbe Prealdenoy 
atter • double term or tou.r yeara, W'l.a rollowed by )llr. Jetter­
aon, aga1net the urgent aol1c1tat1ona or eeveral etate Legiala­
turee. Tb1a aecond example ot voluntary aelt·cbaetened ambition 
by tbe decided approbation or public op1n1on, baa been held 
obligatory upOn the~r aucceaaora, &nd baa became a tacit auba1-
d1&rf Conat1tut1on&l l aw . It not entirely aat1ataotorJ to the 
nation, it 11 ratb.er by ita admitting one re-eleot.1on, than by 
i t a 1nter41ot1ng a eeoond. (Ad&ma, Tb6 JUbilee of the Conatl­
~, 116) -- - -- ---

10. WII.LUII llBliRY IW!RlSOII, ll&rOh ~. lSU 

ot tho ro ... r [doreota or tho conotitutlon] 1o tho e11g1-
b111ty of tbe sam. 1n41T14ual to a eecond t erm ot ~• Preaidenoy. 
The aagacioua m1D4 ot 111" • .retteraon early aaw and lamented thla 
error, and att•ptl M•e been mde, b.itberto without euceeea, 
to apply the amend.atorJ power ot tbo St&tee to ita oorreotlon. 
Aa, however, one mode ot correction ie in tQe power ot every 
President, and con•equently 1n mine , it would be uael ees, and 
perbapa invidious, to enumera to the evil a ot which, in tho 
op1n1on ot manr or our te1low-oit1aene, tbie error ot the •as•• 
who framed the Constitution may have 'been tho eource and the 
bitter fruita which we are still to gather trom it 1t 1t oon• 
tlnuea to d1et1gure our ayatem. It may be obeervod, however, 
aa a general reaark, tbat republica c«n commit no greater error 
tb&.n to ad.opt or c.onttnue any roature 1n tb81r ereteu ot 
government 1fh1cb may be calculated to creat,e or tncreaee the 
love ot power 1n tb.e boeoma ot those to wbOII neoeta1t)" ob1i,gea 
tbsm to oomDll t the tcanagement or their ..t'ta.trs; and eurely 
nothing ta more likely to prOdUce auch a et.ate or mind than t be 
lons continu.noe ot an office or bigb trust. Noth.ing can be 
more corrupt~, nothing more destruct ive of &l1 tnoee noble 
tee11nge wb~ch bel ong to the character ot a devoted republican 
patriot . W'hAin tbia corrupting paea1on onoe tuea poueeelon ot 
the human llind, like tbe love ot gold 1 t l3ooo.ee inea t1ablo . 
It 11 the never-d.Ji,ng wona. 1D b.le boeom, grows with h11 growth 
aDd atr•nstb.ene with the deol.1nin8 yoara ot 1 ta victila. tt 
tb.le ia true, it ia tbe part ot wllldOIL tor a republic to limit 
the aervice or that ottlGtr at l•aat to whOIL aha b&a intrusted 
tbe -.nage.ent or ber torelgn relatione, the execution ot her 
la•a, and tbe ~ ot blr arwiea and na"fiea to a. period ao 
ahort aa to prennt h1a torgett1J:Lg t hat be 1• the accountable 
agent, not the pr1no1p&l; the aervant, not tbe master . Unt1.1 
an -•J¥1ment ot tbe conatttution oan be ettooted publlo op1n.1on 
uy atc\U"e the dee1red object. I give wq aid to it by renewing 
the pledge beretotora give~ that under no clrcumatanoee will I 
Gonaent to eerve a eecond term . (R1ohardeon, Meeaagea and 
Paper a ~ the Proe1dente, IV, 8) --

11. 
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11. OLYSS!S 8. GRANT, 1875 

1 &a not nor baYe I eYer been a oandidate tor renomination. 
1 would not aooept a n0011n&tion 1t it we.re tendered, unleu it 
ahould oo.e undar euob o1rcwutancu u to -Ice it an ilaperatiye 
duty - o1ro-.otancu not l1lcel7 to &r1ae. (Coolidge , Ultuu ! . 
Grant, •1171 

12, RBSOW'l'IO!I Ol' mB I!OUSB Ol' REPRESENT.t.'l'IVES , 
December 15, 1875 

In tba opinion or thia Houee, tlw precedent eatabliahed 
b7 waahington and other Prea i denta or the Ullited states, 1n 
ra~1r1ng from the preeidential office after tbe1r aecond term, 
baa beeoae., bJ un.i't'ereal eoneurrenee, • p&rt or our repu.'blloan 
arotea of gonr.u.nt, and tbat &n7 departure fro~~ thie tll>e­
honored ouat'* would be unwiae , unpetr1ot1o , and fraught with 
peril to our tree 1netitut1one. (AdOpted 2~ to 18, consr••­
atonal Record, ••th Congreaa, lat aeaaion, part 1, 226) 

1;,, RO'l'IIIRJ.IORD B. Ulllll, llarob 6, 1877 

I reo..-nd an ._ndment to tha Conat1tut1on preaoribing 
a tera of aU TO&r• tor the Prn1dent1al o!tioe aDd forbidding 
a reelection. (Inausural A4drne , Riobardeon, 116e!l&ll!• ~ 
Papera or ~ Preaidanta , vn, U 5) 

14. O'LISSES S. GRANT, Jlarob 26, 1880 

It 1a a matter or aupreme 1nditteranoa to me whether I am 
(nominated) or not. There are man7 peraona I would prefer 
should ban tha ottioe to mteelt. I owe ao lllllCh to tbol Union 
-n or tha oountrr thlt 1t the7 think 1111 oh&ncea are bettar 
tor election tban tor other probable o&Ddidatea in eaae 1 
ahould decline, 1 oannot decline it tba n<*ination 1a tendered 
ntbo\lt .. elcill& on 1111 part. (Let ter to :llihu B. W&ahbUJ'DO, 
coolidge , Ulzaaea !• orant, ~~ 

16. 
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1&. RBSOL11l'ION OF mE Rl!.PUBLIO.Cl .IJl'l'l-TliiRD 
TBR11 CO!Mlln'ION, ST . LOtJIS, IIISSOURI, 

K&7 &, 1880 

I n pursuance or the domand, and repreaen.t1Da the oonvlo­
tlona ot what •• believe to be a majority o! the Republican 
part, throughout the oni on, tbia Convention ot Republ1Gana 
ba1 aaeembled tor the purpose ot declaring those oonvlctiona 
w-1 tb reter~nce to t'b.e present aapoot ot poll tloal a.tratra. 
Th11 action 11 neceaaar7 in view or the determined er torta to 
force upon the pl.t'ty the nomination ot a candida t ,e tor- the 
Prea1denor ror a third term, in detianoe not Ortly ot the trad1-
t1ona ot tbe Government, but also of the aolemn deol&rattona 
ot tbe Republican party through ito convention. in the l argest 
and controlling Republican States, reattl~d by ita reproaen­
tatlvee 1n the popular br.nob ot Congroaa, and adopted b7 the 
entire party ln the deolaratlone ot lta latest Prea1dent1al 
canc11da t& . 

We reattlr.m our adhealon to the principles or the Repub· 
l1can party aa ber otoror e aat forth by 1te authorized repreaen­
t.t1vea, eapeclally the declarat1ona or the State Republican 
convention ot Ne• York 1n 1876, oppoeing a third term tor the 
Preaident; ot Penoaylvan1a 1n 1875, and reatr~ed 1n 1876, to 
tbe aa.e etteot; ot onto in 1875; x.eaachuaetta the a&me year; 
.nd ot Kinneaots and other ftopubllcan Statea, &11 to the aame 
etrect; .tao by the Houee ot Repreaontativee, 1n December, 
1876, by en overwhelming majorl tf. 

We declare tba t the nCIIII.1na t1on ot a third-term candida to 
will put tho party on the dotoneive by reviving thA mecory ot 
t.be public aoand.al.a and otr ·ioial corruptions -.b.loh brought 
the party to tM verge ot ru.in . We believe the queat1ona now 
at lame - t1na.nce, taritt, et c . -require a trt.J.ned atat·••­
man tor Prealdent; and we find a~tlon&l objection to a third­
term candidate 1n that it would substitute a dangerous t endency 
to per aon.l.l. government ro.r an unwearied ettort toJ" tbe tl'Ue 
retorm or c i vil service, which 1a vi tal to tho wel.tar-e and 
aatety ot the republ ic. 

A.a Republ 1G&na, we can not be hero-worldlipere, and. we 
demand trom a party w1~out a maater tbe nomination ot a can­
d.1date w1thou.t a ataJ.n . 

16. 



-2·-

11be:t a.n eleot1oa to otttce ahall be tbt aeleot1on by the 
•otera ot on. ot tbelr nUIIber to aaeuae tor a tiM a pabllo 
~t, 1Dttl&4 Of hit dt410&t1on to tbt prottll10ft of pol1t1CI; 
wben the hol<ltra or the b&l.l.ot , ~lckened. b7 a 111111 ot duty, 
eh&.ll •••ns• truth betrared and pledge a 'brolc.,, and when the 
.uttrage ah&ll be altogether tree and ~oorru~te4, the tull 
real ization or a go•ernment by the people will be at band. An4 
ot the meant to th1a ond not one would, in •1 Ju~ent, be .ore 
etteot1•t than an ~endment to tbA co~atltutlon 41aqual1!yina 
the Prtl1d.ent troa re•eleotton . 'l'hen we oone1<1er tb.e patr·onage 
ot tbia .great ott1oe, t~ allur•ente ot ponr, the teaptatlona 
to r.t.aiD pul)l1G pl&oe once gaintd, and, .ore tban all, the 
an11ab111ty a part7 !indo in an 1nowobont moa a horde ot 
otttce-hol4era, Ylth • &tal. born ot beut1ta reoe1Yed &D4 
toatered b7 tbt bo~ or taYOra tet to ca.., et.and. re&q to &14 
w1 tb. .on.y and. tra1De4 poll t1c&.l aerrioe, n reoocD.lse 1n the 
•1181b1llty ot the Preal~Dt tor re•eleotloa a .oat aerloua 
4&n8er to tbat o&la, 4ellberat•, and lntelllaent polltlc.a.l 
actioo which .uet oh&raoterl~ a governm.nt b7 the people. 
(Letter aoceptltfn!be »eaoorat~o prealdentl&l nomination, 
Parker, IE!. lh"lt 1 !!!.4 SP!echea ~ ~ Ole'Yel&nd, 10-1~) 

17, PU'I'PORII OP Tllll DDIOOBA'l'IO P4R'I'r, 1896 

We declare 1t to be tbe unwritten law ot tbia Re;ubl1o, 
eatabllabed bJ cuetoa am u..aage ot one hundr~ yMra, and 
aanet1one4 b7 the e.zaaplea Of the gr.eateet Ind. W1aeat ot thoae 
who !'ounde4 &n4 ba•• .ai.nta.lnect. our Oo'YerNMnt, tbat no an 
abould be ellaible tor • ~r4 tera or tbe Prii14Ant1al ottioe. 
(l!opl<1no, Po1U1oaJ. Part1u .!!! ~ ~ §tatu, C33) 

18. BBJIJAIIIW IWlRIIION, 1897 

The te&ra ot tboae 111::10 1&1.4 tb&t the power ot the of'f'ice 
... auob •• to enable an Alibi t1ou.a ~ouaibent to ucure an in· 
def'ilUte wooeealon ot tenu ba'Ye not been rl&l.U.ed. lD prao­
Uoa tho popul.lu' op1nJ.on baa 11111 tad tl>a ol1gib1l1t7 ot tha 
Jl'rea14ent to OAe ra-elaotioo. aa.t .,_. ot our laad.J.ng and .oat 
tboqbt.tul publlo •n haft cb&lloogod tb& wiodGa ot tho rour­
,..ar t.na, &D4 ba't'e ad.ooat.d au J'l&rl, uaual17 accoapmliK 
w1 tb a probiblt.10D Of & IIOcmd t.ena. AJ\4 unle11 80DI Mtbo4 
Mn k ~Yiaed. b7 111b.1ob a leaa ooaalUrabla p&.Pt or the tauz·· 
,..U t.nt -.at be &1 ~ to he&riDI appliO&Dtl !OJ" ottloe and to 
IIIII<I.Dg appo1n-nto, lt would be wioo to 11ft tb& rr .. ldont, b7 
extendlll.l the tena, a b•tter o.b&noe to abow wbl.t be oan c1o tor 
the OOW1b'J• It .. at be &cllo1ttod, olao, that 1nollgib1l1t7 to 
a .. oODd. tara w1ll atYe to tbll euout1•• aot101l sreater 1nde­
peu4eDoe. It ..... \1Dllkll7, bOireYer, tba t AD7 obi.Die 1D tbe 
Prea141inUal t.ra rill be .a4e unleaa ao.e UDeXI)Iote4 eYent 
lboul4 atl.r into aotloc a tbou.gbt that 11 now ot a t:i:wlior.tloal 
ratbar than a pt"&otlcal oaat. 0111" people &.1"'1 w1Ml7 ocmMZ"ft· 
tift 1n tho •ttar ot •olliUD& tho c ... atlt\ltlOilo (llarrioon, 
Dll!, COWltl'l ~ 2l!U• ft-73) 
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lll. WlLLIAII lfonBurY, JUDe 10, lllOl 

I regret tbat the llllgg .. tion ot a tbird ten~ hu b .. n •de. 
I doubt llbethar I Ia oalled upon to gi ... to it notice, but there 
are new queationa or the graveat 1mportanoo betoro tbe adain1o­
trat1on and the country, all4 theil' juat cono1derat1on ahould 
DOt be prejudiced in tbe publio IIJ.nd by &Yen the 1Uip1C1on Of 
the thought or a tbil'd term. 

In view, tbaretore, ot tbe reiteration ot tho ouggeotion 
ot it I will now eay, once tor all, exprooaing a long-aettled 
conviction, tbat I not only u not &nd will not be a candidate 
tor a third tal'lll, but I would not accept a nOOitination tor it 1t 
it were tendered to me. 

1f1 only &llbi tion ia to eerve through ""! aecond tel'DI to the 
aeceptano• ot IDJ coun·trymen • llboae seneroua oontid.enoe I ao 
deeply appreciate, and tllen with tbam to do ""! duty 1n tbe 
rank• or private c1t1zenah1p. (Bouee Report 885, 62d Congroea, 
2d auaion, 7) 

The wile cuatoa llb1oh liaita the Prelident to two tel'llla 
regarde the aubetance and not the rono, and under no circua­
e t anoea will I be a call414ate tor or accept anotller nomination . 
(Theodore Rooeevelt, ~ Autobiographl, 387) 

21. PU'l'PORII OP THB DJIIIOCRATIC PARTI, 1912 

we ravor a aingle preaidontial tera, and to that end we 
urge tbe adoption or an amon<lmont to the conat1tut1on .. 1c1ng 
tbe prea1dont ot the United Statea ineligible tor re-election 
and we pledge the candidate or thll convention to tbil principle. 
(The Democratic text-Book, 1912, 1•) 

22. WlLLLUI ]1, Bau!l, AU&Illt 20, llll2 

'l'lw people llbo oould be truated to deteraine llbetber or 
DOt they duiH a Prea1dent tor tbe eeooD4 tara -Y &lao be 
trueted to deteraine wbetller or DOt they dulre a Prelidant 
tor a th1rd tara. I th1Dlt they O&A be trueted to aettle both 
queationa in & way to beat oonaerve the 1ntereat ot the people 
all4 the Republ1o. , • • It we beline tba t the people ban the 
oapeo1ty to .l114&e ot a an• • worth, or b11 1ntelli genoe , ot hie 
integrity, ot bia ability, we will not be 1111eaay wben tbly o­
t o pe11 .l~nt. It we ban a l1nser1ns ballet that the 

people 
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~ople are v.ntlt to ~rtora thla aerv1oe, we will naturau1 be 
•l.gll.IDt to 8\l&l'd aga!nat their ~rtorm1ns lt •••• :rn.l1g1b1l1t,., 
1n .,. judpent, bao 1 te real tounda tlon 1n tbe tau that the 
~ople ,..,. not aot w1ool7 and. ,..,. not ban the ab1l1 t,. and 
courage to reject bad men . •• • 

At the U.. tb&t tbh attar waa under d1acuao1on in the 
oonnntlon and w!wn tbe7 bad agreed upon tba propoa1t1on tbat 
tbe Pr .. ldeD07 mould not be a reellgible otn ... , tbe7 bed 
agreed, I .. ,., upon tbe propoa1t1on ot aaleot1ng tba Prealdent 
thro~ tbe Congrua. It waa believed tbat a c>odllnod intrigue 
between tho leg1alat1n <!.apartment and the Proa1denc>7 llll~t 
load to tbo continuati on or that ottlc>o to an undue lenath ot 
tlme , and wltbout an opportunity tor tbe 1nt orven1na power or 
tbe people in regard to lt. The matter went to tbe caauttoo 
tb&t waa to g he final ron~~ to the Conat1tut1on. 1'hlo eo..J.ttee 
eonoel ved the plan or aeleot1n8 the Preaident tbrouab the elec­
toral college, tak1na 1 t awa,. from tho Congreu &n4 lea•1n8 1t 
ind1roctl7 to aoloctlon br tbo people, at loaat aoparating tho 
log1alat1vo tnd the exocut1YO department with roteronoe to tbe 

election. 

I tblnlc I am pertectl 7 aato in aa11na tbat, after tbo plan 
ot tbe oeloct1on or the Proold.ant wae d.aterained upon ao we 
t1na111 found it in tho Conot1tut1on - tbrouab eloc>toro - tba 
propos.l.tlon ot 11111tin8 1t to a a1ngle tera no lonaer reoolvod 
an,. consldsrable support ln the convention: tba t at tor tbo7 bad 
el11111nated the po as1bil1 t,. or intrigue between tho two depart­
menta it wao not urged, and wltb tbe exoept1on ct two individuals 
1n the conYention, I bave never boon abls to tlnd that it wao 
even d1aouoaed or mentioned tbereatter. I believe tbat we muot 
coao to tho ooneluol on trOWI tbo oonnnt1on proooed1ft8a tbat tbo7 
never contemplated l .1al.t1ng lt to a •tnale tena after the elee­
toral college waa planned.. we tlnd., tbaretora, troa the pro­

ooodlna• or tbe oonnntlon tbat tblo queot1on waa tborouahl1 
dloouaaed, and. tbat, after a tull d1scuoo1on and tho elootorel 
oollego waa oonoolved ot , it waa t1nall7 rejected . • •• 

It a Praa1dont bao prOYI4 biaaelt ~oul1arl,. capable or 
dlacbarglna tbe dut1oa or tbla high ottloe, baa d1aeloaod tbo 
jud.gaent, the polae, &n4 tbe p&tr1ot1 .. whl.cb we are alwa,.a 
anxtoua to note in tba dlocbarge ot tbeoe duties, lt would 
uem tba t t here would be no noeeas1t1 tor .-kina 1 t ilopoaalbls 
tor b1Ja to continuo i n tba aarvlco tor auob time aa tbo jud.g­
-nt ot tho sreat maaa ot tho people tbouabt proper. It la 
not otten that fltnoaa and ett1o1ono7 are oondemnod b7 laws 
and conatl tuttona. It would oeom tbat unless tbors be a roar 
tbat tho people _,. be unable to deterllllne tbe quoatlon ot 
t1tnell and ert1olonc1 tbare could be no oooaslon tor tb11 
... ndaent. (C:?'leealonol Record, 624 Congroea, 24 1eaa1on, 
pvt U, Senate, 15SS-ll5&8) 

a;, . 
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2~, PI!OP!l!IED COMSTITilTIONAL AIIJ!Nl)JIE!fr, 
February 1~ 1913 

The term ot the office ot Preaident aball be aix yearo; 
an4 no peraon who ha• held tbo ottioo by election, or diaobarged 
ita powora or dutioa, or acted aa Pree1dont under tho Conet1tu­
tion &nd lawa made in pursuance thereof ahall be eligible to 
bold &gain tho otrico by election. (Paaaed by tbe Senate. 47 
to 23, CojBroaelonal Record, 624 congroaa, ~ aoaa1on, part 3 1 
2U9·2•20 

2.. WOODRCM WILSOll, Pobl'Ual"1 5, 191~ 

The argu.~~~~nt 11 not tbat 1 t ia cloarlT known now juat how 
long each Proaident ahO\lld r-iD 1n o.tfioo. Pour yoa.ra 11 too 
long a tena. tor a Proaldent who 11 not tho true apokoa:man ot 
tbo people, who 11 l.mpoaed upon an4 dooa not lead. It 1a too 
ehort a term tor a Preaidont who ia doing, or attamptlns a 
great work or reform, and who baa not had time to finiab it. 

To cbango tho term to aix yeara would 1noroaao the 11kol1-
bood of ita baing too long, witbout any &eeurance tbat it would, 
in happy ct.eea, be long enough. A tixed conat1tutional limit& .. 
tlon to a aina:le te.rm. or otr1oe 1a b.1gbly arbitrary and \maatis­
raotory trom every point ot view •••• 

Put tbe preaent cuetOIII&.ry limi tation or two tenu into t'be 
conat1tut1on , if you do not truat the people to take care or 
tbemaelYea, but D~eke it two terms {not one, because tour yea.ra 
1a o!'ten too l<llg), and give the Prea.ident a chance to •in the 
tull aerYiee by proving ~elt tit Cor it . 

I! ,.ou w1ah to learn the rewlt or conat1tut1ona1 1nelig·1-
b1l 1ty to re-election, aak ~ tor.mer governor ot New Jeraey, 
tor ezample, wb&t tbe etteot 1a in actual exper1eno.. Be w~ll 
toll JOU bow e;rnic&ll:r and with Olhat COIIIPl&oonoe tho pol1t1· 
o1ana banded againat b.1Jil rt1ted tor the inertt&ble end ot hla 
term to take tneir cbanoea with bia aucoeaaor •••• 

J.o tbinge otaod now tho peoplo algbt IDOl'e likely b e choatod 
than ae.Med bJ turther 11a1tat1ona or U:t.e Prea1d.entt I el1g1 .. 
bU1 t:r. Hie ft&hti.DS poHr 1n tholr bobalt would be l.almon.oely 
weakened. No ODe will .tear a President except tb.oae -.hom he 
o&n make tear tbe election.. 

Wo o1ngul.arl:r bol1o OIIZ' own pr1no.1ploo by oo~ng to doter­
aloe b:r fixed oon.ot1tut1onal proT!.olon Wbat tl>e pooplo oball 
detal"ll1118 tor tbeuelvea and are perfectly ooapetellt to cleter­
a.S.ne tor tbeJUelYea. .. oaat a 4oubt upon the wbole tbeo1'7 ot 
popular so,....,.,..,t. 

I bell••• tb&t we llb.Ould t&tall7 e_.,arraaa ouraelvea it 
we •de the oonati tutlonal chang• propoHd.. It •• want our 
Prea1de.nta to tlght our battle• tor ua, we lbould g1Ye them tba 
me ana, tbt logl t1• te JM&nl, tbe mean• the 1r oppenenta rill 

alw&f8 
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alwaJ8 have. strip them ot nerythina el .. but the right to 
appeal to the people, but leave them that; aurtel" them to be 
leaders; absolutely prevent them from betna boaaea. 

We would otberwiae appear to be goina in two opposite di­
reotiona. We are aeek1ng in every wa~ to extend tbe power or 
the people, but in the matter ot the Presidency we fear and 
distrust the people and seek to bind them h.and and root b:y 
rigid eonatitutional provision. (Baker and Dodd, The Public 
Papers ot woodrow Wilson, The New Democracy, I, 21~) 

(In 1885 woodrow Wilson wrote in his Cone;reasional 
Government, page 255 : "Efficiency is the only just foundation 
for oorii!donca in a public officer, under republican institu­
tions no leee than under monaroha; and abort term. wbiab out 
ott tbe efficient aa ourol:r and inexorably a a the inefficient 
are quite aa repugnant to republican aa to monarohieal rules 
ot wisdom. unhappily, however, this ia not American doctrine. 
A President is diamiased almos t aa soon ae be baa l earned tbe 
duties of hie office.•] 

25. T!IBODOOB ROOSBVBIIJ.', 191~ 

Tbe Preoidenoy ia a great office, and tbe power ot tbe 
Praeident can be effectively ueed to secure a renomination, 
especially if the President baa tbo support or certain great 
political and financial intareata. It i a tor tbie reason, and 
thia reason alone , thet the wholeaome principle or oontinuina 
in otfi<>e , eo lona aa be ia willina t o serve, an i ncumbent Who 
baa proved <>&pable, ia not applicable to the Preaidonoy. 
Therefore, the Ameri can people bava wieely established a cue­
tom againet a l lowtna any man to hold that office for more then 
two oonaecutiva terma • ••• I bel ieve that it i a well to have a 
cuatom of this kind, to be genel"all:r observed, but that i t 
would be very unwise to have it definitely hardened into a 
Consti tutional prohibition. It is not desirable ordinarily 
that a ~n should stay in otf1ce twelve eonaeoutive years aa 
President; but moat certainly tbe American people are fit to 
take care of themaelvea, and atand in no need of an irrevocable 
eel f-den;ring ordinance. They should not bind tbemaal vee never 
to take action Whicb under aome qu.ite conceivable c1roum.otaneea 
it might be to th81r great inter eat to take. It ia obvi ously 
or tbe 1aat !Japortanoe t o tbe aatet:r or a deJDOoraoy tbo.t in 
time or real peril it abould be able to command tbe aerviee of 
every one aiiiDDg ita ei tiaena in the preoiae poai tion Where the 
aervioa reDdered will be JDOat valuable . It would be a benighted 
policy in auob event to disqualify abeolutely from tbe bigbeat 
ot!ioe a man Who while boldina i t bad actually shown tba higb­
aat capacity to exC'oioe ita ponra with tba utmoat etteot tor 
the public defenoe . If, tor inatanoo, a tr-ndoua oriaia 
occurred at the end or tbe oeoond term or a man like IJ.neol.n, 
aa euoh a oriaia occurred at the end or bia firat t erm, it 
would be a veritabl e oalaaity it the American people were tor­
bidden to conti nue t o uae the aervi oaa or the one •n wham tboy 
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mew, and d1d not merel:J gueea, oould oarrr thea tbr'ouab tba 

er1a1a. TM th1rc:1 tara traclitlon hal no 't'al.ue wbat.Yer except 

•• it &ppliea to a th.1rd c.onaeoutl't'e wra. 11h1le it 11 well 
to keep 1t •• a cuatca, it would. be a I:IU'k: both or weameaa 
and unwtadom tor the Mer1o&n JNOple to embOdy it tnto a Con .. 

at1t~t1on.l pro•1e1on Whioh oould not 4o th-. aood &n4 on aom. 
Si't'en oocaa1on a!&ht work real b&rm. (Tt.o4ore RooeeYelt, 
An Autob1ovap!Jl, W-390) 

w=A11 HOWARD Tl?r, 1916 

I • otrongl:y 1nolino4 to tbo dew tb&t H woul4 b&Yo 
been a wiaer prorta1on, •• it na at one tiDe Yot.d. in the 

convention, to ak:e tba tera or the Pr'll1d.ent •••en ,-ea.re and. 

ren4er hi-. 1nel1g1ble tberea.tter. such a ob&nge woulc1 give to 
tbe axeout1Ye greater courage and. indepon<tonoe 1n tbt 41eobargo 
or btl c1ut1ea . (Tart, !2! Prl114encz, •> 

27. WILLIAM B. BORAH, Fobruor:y 7, 01 10, 1928 

Pobi'Q.IU'l 71 1928 

It 11 a tact, though, that Waab.iD.gton never &t anr time, 

eo tar •• I have been able to aaoertain, referred to tbe acoep· 

tanoe ot a tbird tt~ a e bein$ ~cal to the llbertlea or 
ao'UDd. pol1t1cal prlnoiplea or our OoTern:IMnt. He b&tl4 b1a re­

tlr•ent ent1rtl7 upcm tile pz"'pol1tlon. eo tar •• 1 GaD r ·eca.ll, 
that political cond.1t1on1 at the eDd ot hia aecoDd term were 
auch tbat he thou,sbt ht could retire w1thout ta111.n.S 1n hla 
public dutr; and, eeoondlr, on aocount or bia perton&l dealre 
to bo out ot pub11o l1to . 

I ba•• alwa7a telt tbat t.b.t th1rd-tera propoattlOD aa • 
pr1.oo1ple ••• eat&bllab6d b7 Jetteraon. Jtt'teraon •• tro. 
tbo bo~M1ng oppooo4 to a tb11'4 ton. on pr1nc1plo .... o,n4 

he ••• the t'irat J'rta14ent to atatt, on h1a retlr•ant, that 
it ••• on aoeouot ot pr1no1plt tbat ba retuaed to aocept • 
t.lrl.rd tet"'l . . .. 

Jetteraoo, lt 11 true, o1te4 the taot tbat W.~ton h&4 

ret1rec1 •• a proper precedent to be tollowec1; but ••hl.n.gton 
c11c1 not baae h11 rettr-..nt on tbe ground that he tb.0\16ht a 
th1rc1 tent. waa wrons 1n principle. Re .. 14 1n etteot, that 

bad. tbe poll t1G&.l oon41 t l ont been the aaae at the end ot hit 
t1rat tera that theJ were at tbe end ot bit aaoond ter. be 

wou.lcl M•e conaulte4 b.1• O'lll peraonal pl·•••ur• &114 ret1r.d. 
tboJ>. 

Ptbruart 9 , 1928 
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February 9, 1928 

I want to say tbat I think tho ant1-th1rd-term principl e 
1a sound, but I do not think 1t 1a aacred. I have said many 
times that while I think ln ordinary exigencies ot political 
condl tiona in tbe country the third-term principle ought to bo 
observed, I am perfectly will ing, however , to a l so leave lt to 
tho judgment of the people or tho electorate. I would not 
write lt ln tbe Constitution o! the united Stateo. Thera ~y 
bo times and terms and conditione in 'llhicb tho people would 
judge lt better to hove the President for tho third time then 
to Gbange under tho oiroumatanoaa. 

I tbink tbat condition would hove arleen , as I aald yes­
terday, bad L1nooln•o first term been hie oecond term; that 1a 
to say, bad tho ex1geno1ea o! tbe C1V11 war a1tuat1on arisen 
a t tho clooe o! hie oooond term u they did at t he close or 
hii tirat term, tho American people would hove ins isted on 
hie being Preoldont again, and ba would have been Preeident. 
When we take into conaldoratlon tho stupendous ettort which 
was made by the leaders in tbe Republican Party to confine him 
to one term, when be waa adV1aod over and over again by the 
leaders that he could not be elected, but that, the people 
being beard !rom, he wee ran01111nated and reelected, in my 
judgment that • .._ thing would have happened at tbo cloee of 
hie second term under similar conditione. That exigency might 
be justified. I belien, too, that bad Washington had upon 
hie banda at tbo close or his second term tbo situation that 
bo bad at tho close or hia tirat term , he would have consented 
to be a candidate !or the third time, and he would have been 
reelected for tbe third time. 

But those are extraordinary and exceptional conditions, 
Which a re to be appealed to when tho judgment or the people 
think the tacta justify it. In all ordinary conditions I 
think the third-term principle ought to apply. 

February 10 , 1 928 

[lly) personal V1ow 1a that under all ordinary c1rcum­
atanceo tho tradition ought to prevail . 

I would not write it into tbe Constitution. I would 
leave it where it to. But, generally spooking, I believe it 
a wlao traditi on. If I had been writing the resolution before 
us, I should not have expressed 1 t u strongl.7 as did tho 
senator who wrote it, beoauae , While I regard it u sound, I 
can very well understand bow condi tiona might arise in which 
lt would be wise and to diaregard the tradition. 

Cctr>Sire,as, lat aeaa1on, part ~. 

28. 



28. J OSEPH '1'. RCEI'NSON, f'obr uarJ 10 1 1928 

Nevortb.el&aa, ~. Pra~!dent, vrben urged to beco:ntl a can­
didate tor a th~rd term, ~n the l~tlon aeemed to demand hie 
eorviooo , when many groat lntluoncoa wore botns brought to 
boar upon him to mako the sacr1£1ce t no (Washington) declined 
to do ao. and bio action 1n declining under tboae condition& 
forme the baala ot a policy wbieh baa boco=o wel l eatabl iahed 
in the eonaeienco and judgment of tbo great majority or tbe 
American people, in my op1nion, namely, that no Cb1or Bxocu­
t ive should auccoed bi=aelt arter having aerved a aocond term . 
Thoro !a this cono!doratlon, too, wb1Qh applies witb some 
force to a second torm, but not with equal force, namely, tnat 
a President who doo1ros to do so o«n torco bia own ronomlna­
t ion, for the aLmplo reason that in nearly every convention 
that a aaemblos a largo number ot tbo dologatoa consist ot 
Fodoral orti c oholdora, and a larger ~or, perhaps , consist 
or the r e1ativoa and trlonda ot Federal ottlceholdbra; and 
within tho laat t ow years we hAve aeon an illustration ot a 
President sook1ng to be nooina ted tor a eeoon4 term, wboee 
nomination ne onoompaaaod, "When he wae able to carry only 
tlro very s.oall States. So that thoro la a power aM an 1ntlu­
enee which accrues to one ~n a hlgh ottlco , part1o~arly a 
high executive ottico, which enables tha t 1nd.1v1dual , if ho 
chooees to exorcise hi~ pow6r, to ancompasa hie own profercont 
in spite ot the wil l of tho publ ic . (Cot:7oae1onal RDeord, 
70th consreas, le t session, part 3~ Sana e ~ 2827) ---

29 . RESOLU'riOJ: OP TllE SENATE, ~ebruo.ry 10 , 19~ 

Resolved, That it 1e the eenee or tbo Sona.t·a tbat tho pro­
cedent osta611eh.ed by wasMngton and otbel r Presidonta ot tho 
Unlt·ed s tatoa in ret1-r1na troo t ho preeldenti&l otrico attar 
their second tol"Cl bas become, by univeraa.l concurrence, a part 
ot our ropu.blican 113'St·em ot government, and that any departure 
from thle time -honored cUAtom woul4 be unwise, UDJ:*tr1ot1o, and 
traught with peril t o our tree institutions. (.4<\optad, 56 to 26) 

Y&lS: Aehurat, Barkley, Ba-,a.r<l, Black, Bla.1ne , Borah, 
Bratton, Brookhart, Brousaard, BrUce, Capper, Copeland, Couzens, 
CUrtis, Cutting, Dill , E4warda, Fletcher, Frazier, Gerr y, 
Gil l ett, Glaea, Goodling, H&rrla , Harrison, Hawes , S.yd.en, 
Heflin, Howell, Johnson, Xondrlek, King, ta Fol let te, McKellar, 
McMaster, Kaytlold, Neely, Horria, Bye, Overman, Pittman, 
Rob1neon (Ark. ), Sackett , Sob.all, Sheppard. Shipstoad, Slmc.one, 
Smith, Stockj Stephana, 'l'hou.s , Trammell, Tydings , Wa,gner, 
Wal•h (Mont. , Wboe1er 

HAYS: B1ngb.aal, Blease, Dale, Eds&, Ferria, Foae , Gould, 
Groene, Jones, McLean, KCNiry, Koeoat Norbeck, Odd1e, Pine , 
Ransdell , Reed {P&. ), Robinson (Ind. ), Sbortr14ga, Smoot, 
Steiwor , Waleh (X&aa.}, warren, W&to~An, Wataon, Wlllla 

lfOT VOl'IHO: Caraway, Deneen 
1 

du FOnt, George , Gott, Hale, 
Keyea, Kotca1t, Phippe, Reed (Mo.,, Swanaon, tyeon 
(Co~reea1onal ~~ ?Otb Congreaa, let eeaaion, part~, 
2M 
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THE COUNSELOR or THE DEPARTMENT Of" STATE 1 V ,.l 
WASHINGTON tl,\ 

~ .. j -\ . 

June 8, 1939 

Dear Yr. President: 

One further word about Geor ge Creel. In a 
note to me dated Yay 29th he says "I expect to be 
in Washingt oo somet 1me in July and will make a 
point to see you at once. What you suggest meets 
my own vie~s absolutely, and I would love to do 
the article.• That note was an acknowledgment 
of my letter to Creel of Yay 22nd from which the 
following is an extract: 

•or course, I realize the practice that 
has grown up of limiting a president to two 
terms but I think, as General Washington 
thought, that there is a great deal of twaddle 
in holding th at a man who 1e desirable and 
necessary should not be elected for a third 
term. The story of the evolution of the 
practice is very interesting but I shall not 
now attempt to elaborate. 

1 It seems to me that whatever view anyone 
may take, a well-balanced story in such a 
publication as Colliertswould serve to stimu­
late reasonable thinking on the subject.• 

After 

The President, 

The White House . 



' 

' 

' 

After haYing been with tbe Bouse Committee on Foreign Affaire three days in considering neutrality legislation, I feel confident that next ~onday an entirely satisfactory bill will be reported. 

Tours Yery sincerely, 



D£PAATMI:NT 01' STATI: 

THC COUNI&LO" 

States- (ln 1808): 

Connecticut; 

Delaware; 

Georgia; 

ltentuoky; 

lla.ryl and; 

llaasaohusetta; 

lew Hupahire; 

!lew Jersey; 

!lew York; 

llortb Carolina; 

Pennsylvania; 

Rhode leland; 

Sout!l Carolina; 

Tennessee; 

Vermont; 

Vllgin1a. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE COUNULOR 

Auguot 5, 1939. 

Autbor1tat1ve Lite of Tbom&o Jefteroon, by Henry s. 

Randall, publ1obe4 1o 1858 , At P"'• 353, of Yoluze 3, 

there 1e the following etatement: 

' The Legiel&turee of Vaeeaohusetta , Vermont, 

Rhode leland, lew York, Penneylv&n la, Maryland, 

lew Jeraey , and Worth Carolina-- all perhape that 

aot ed 1n 1808, before Kr. Je trereon •e flnal re­

f uo&l to eerTe a tb1rd t er• bad been a&do pubUo 

eoltotted bl a conttnuanoe tn ot!tce. • 

In 1808 there were el~teen atatee, and thua 1t aeema 

tbat one-half o! the number deatr ed Jettereon to continue 

1n off1oe. 

0 Rlll:llllll 
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Y. 
Dear Kr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WMHI NGTOH 

r 

August 16, 1939. 

It ie proper to eay that owing to the Seoretary's 
absence I have not had the opportunity of discussing 
with him the matters to which thie note r efers. 

Ther e have just returned from Ottawa officials or 
this Department who participated in an aviation confer­
enos at which Mr. Roper preeided, and they t ell me that 
be indicated that be is leaving Ottawa in a very few days. 

As I took the liberty of saying to you the other day, 
I strongly hope that John Cudahy will be appointed to re-
place him. You know Cudahy ' s fine qualities, and I oan 
tell you that hie record in Warsaw and Dublin has been &1-

, . 

together satisfactory. When I mentioned him for the Ottawa 
appointment, you spoke or desiring to consider some. suitable 
man to go t o Dublin in the event Cudahy goes to Ottawa, and 
I have thought that perhaps you might r egard it as desirable 
to consider Wayne Tarlor. I am eaying t his w1 thout having 
bad a word on the eubject with Taylor, but because I know him 

well 
The Preddent, 

The White Rouee. 
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/ oOU U M -·~u, ~h - , - ' ....... ~d· M o< ·~­
to the 4~1nlatrat1on not onl1 in Dubli n but otberwtee. 

Tou a.re for-tunate ln belns away f-rora Waaht~ton tn th1a 

t1 .. o! exeeaet•e beat , and I hope ' bat you wtll be greatly 

re!reebed by your eea t rip and 'fielt to a. oool f!r pl ace. 

Tour a ftry e1noerely, 



lA\\>er \0 \ts. Pneihu.\ 

P'roa R. W11Uon Moor.-..S't&tt O.p~ 

S•P'•'Hr a3, 19)9 

lrlolo•• • OOPJ' or a Nport of a oonnr .. t.lon. til tb tbt ~UIUtter 

ot Sluaafth, llr. Ra4ll trLA .. w, CAt Mr. Dunn. 



""• Job Cudahy 

O.ted·-lfoYM'be:r 29, lt3g 
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ps f': }J.® 
26, 193V, 

I know how the pNaaure or work at tbia ti1110 asa.Jcea 

it d1tt1cult ror you to arrange tor personal 1oterY1ewe a~d, 

therefore, 1 h&Ye thought beet to write you . 

You will r emember that ee•eral months ago I talked 

with George Creel about prepar1Jl8 ao article tor COLLIERS. 

Two .. eke ago I r ece1.e4 from him a note dated December 13 

which ta herewith encloaed along with hie draft or an 

article r or wbteh he 1a seeking a publisher. I do not 

attach .uob taportance to tbe 41a1ocl1nat1on or aagaztnea 

to dea l with the question in the UDD.W.%' deatred by Creel. 

'!'he reauU of t he election next year will in rrr judg.,.,nt 

Tery al1ghtly depend on the at t1 tude ot the u.gezinea and 

newspapers. 

The Creel draft aee•.a t o me pretty aatistactory, but 

perhepa there 1e • le.clc: or e11pbae1a on a few po1Dt•.to which 

I tbink great a1gn1ttoaMe should be attached ._s showing 

how ert1 :r1cal and unwer·ranted is the ant1 ... th1rd term fetish: 

(l) There are a great many people who belie~• that 

what baa become & tradition was establ ished by the rtrat 

president. while tbe tact ie that a a aoon •• General 'laah­

inston boar4 of tho opposition to the oligibil1<y of a 

president tor ~a ... eleotion he stated that tbe tr•~era or 

t he Const itution after auob d1aouee1on del1beratel7 

reaol.,.ed to let tbe people theaseel~ea d.eteJ:!D1ne wbo should 

be selected tor the otr1oe and how long he ahou14 be ooo­

t1nue4 tn otrtee. Before be waa inaueura ted be erpreaaed 

that ~1•• tn a letter to La.ta:rette w·no ha4 ad.Y1ae4 hia 

or tho oontrsr.r Yiow ontorta1na4 b7 Mr. ••tforao•. It io 

nry clear that:. •• Waahtqtoa. 1n41oated, U would be 

ooo.trar7 

• 
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contrary to our oonat1tut1onal eyet1m to take a courae 

tbet mght dhable tho peoplo frOCil retUning in office 

a p~ee14ent wboae retention would be &ltogether deairsble . 

(2} Jettoraon woul d probably never have been 

opposed to tbe re-e lection or a president except tor bia 

ext reme tear that Hamilton and his adherenta might make 

a eucceas~ul arrort to substitute a monarchial system tar 

the system devtaed at Philadelphia . Tbue eTen before be 

returned rrom 1Tance to th1a country he beca~ a very 

strong adTooate or that ~beory with r eepeet to tbe at rtce 

ot president and with respect to the senatorial ao4 

Judicial otricea. Bad be become United States eenetor 

we would perhaps now be tao1ns a Jefferson tradition with 

reference to re-election to the Senate . 

(~) I t io Yery 1ntoreot1113 to t1nd tbot 1n tlto early 

part or the le.et oen tury the people accepted the Washington 

view as against that or Jerreraoa, th1~ being apparent from 

the tact that eight or the s1~teen sta tes petitltioned 

Jetreraon to s tand tor a thi~~ term and t hat except tor his 

emphatic declination the other eight states woul d have 

followed suit. 

(4) One premise on which Jettereon built hie theory 

waa tbet the oocupent or the presidential otrice baa so 

muoh •uoh power that he ce.n b r1_ng about bis re-e lection 

conception at will. That oom eption tadea •••.Y when it 

te ooodiaered that only a a1nor1 t y or the preeidenta have 

been able to aecure their r e-election tor a aecond term. 

ror •117 o:ontbo I bon thought llld ot1ll tlt111k tbot 

unleaa rou are tat a1ne4 in office your auooeeaor •111 be 

a Republican with tbo rooUlt that do•rtic polioieo will 
beco. .. 

) 
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becou largely reacttooary. But enn worse wo\114 be the 

41aappearauoe ot \be onl y leaderablp Wblob at t bo en4 ot 

the war could be exerted wttb treaendoua tntluence to 

make ratr a4Juatzonta an4 t1n4 aaae metbod or 1naur1ag a 
.ore peaceful world. I aa 1D coeplete &gr~eEAnt wltb 

Senator aorrt. that, wbate•er rour peraan&l lnoltnetlon. 
you would render 1 41aaeTTice to the countr7 and tbe world 
by announoiog to advance or tbe convention that you Will 

not accept a renoa!aation. You wt ll , or courae, attderatand 
tbat tbta track exprettion 11 cot dtctated by anr peraonal 

aab1tion. lD tho nature ot tbla&a J can not hope to hold on 

auoh longer. real1t1ng to quote t be words or Ur. Cooltdse 
t hat "ar future ltea in the paet". 

Your a .,.,,. etm erelr, 



k...o t1"om WAlton ).OO!"t 
to k . A. Le Han4 

-Att•ohoa let ter tro• J . f . ~otrlet on 

Rooeevelt AnoeatrJ . 

l 
'rv ;.\-1' 1 
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