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DEPARTfoiEI'IT OF STATE 

THE U N DER SECRETARY 

October 6 1 1937 

The eituatioa 1a the world t oday &Dd the t.peratiYI 

nee4 for tbe peace lOYilll natione to adea•or to take 

oa.mon action to eeoure the eetabliabaent of foundation• 

for the uinttnanoe of peaoe could not be better dll­

oribed thaD. by theee eatiD.OII froa the PreeideD.t'• 

Obioago epeeoh: 

1fhl peace IoYilll natioae lllllt uke a 001101rted 
effort 1a oppoettion to tboee Yiolatlone of treatlee 
&Dd tboee 1gDOrilll• of buaane lD.etiuote wbloh today 
eze oreat1111 a etate of interuatioD.&l &D.~Zohy Ul4 
1D.etabil1ty froa wbioh there 11 no eeoape through 
aere ieolaUon or neutrality. 

•flaoee who oherilb their freed011 and reoogDise 
and reepeot tbe equal right of tbei.r neigbbore to 
be frH Ul4 liYI 1a peace, met wort topUier for 
the tri~h of la and .oral prlD.oipl .. 1a order 
that p~aoe, juetioe and oOJIIideDOI uy pr.....U ia 
the world. there met be a returu to a belief ia 
the plqed word, 1.D. the Yalue of a eiped treaty. 
fhlrl met be reoognl Uon of Ule fact that utioaal 
aorali ty 11 ae Yi tal u pri't'&tl 110ral.U)'. • 

IO 0111 O&D. today affiZ'II that IUOh a thiq al iatlr­

D.&tloD.&l la uilte or that tlt.fte 11 1117 oo-• acre ... 

aat oa the pezt of the eo-oalll4 oiYUiaed uUone of 

the worl4 vpon the fUD.daental nUidard.l wbioh lhould. 

Uld. 111&111 para the relatione betwea natione 1f world 

order 11 to be r .. torl4. 



, 
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Ie it not poeeible that before &DJ definite prosr••• 
ou be a&de toward.e the eoluUon of the inn\lllerable Uld. 

grave ille with which the world. tOd&J' h a!fl1oted.-ud. 
b)' illie I aean the eoluUon of all of ille pending polit­
ical, arauent, t1nanoial, and eoonOIIio probleu wbioll 
IIWit be eolved. 1t world. peaoe il to be atta1ne6-tbat u 
atte.pt 1110\ll.d. be aade to ••our• reneral international 
acr••ent u to tile fund.aaental noru wbiob lllould. sov­
ern international oonduott 

If IUOb baeee were to be acreed upon b7' oo.aoll 
international ooneent, ie it not 11kel7' that tllat agree­
aent upon oa.aon etudar4e will botll expedite &lld fao111-
tate t.lle praot1oal aa:r••ente neoeeear7' to reeetabl1111 
peace 1a tile world.t 

I t.lleretore eugeet for the Pree1dent1 • oonl1dera.­
Uoll that Ill inquire of tile otller soverm~enh of the 
world whether 1lb17' will be w1ll1J~C to take part 1D a 
world oonterenoe wbicb .be will be prepared to oall 

bloau.e ot the reaeolle above 1Dd1oated for the ~poee 
of atte.ptillC to aobieve a oo .. oll aa;reeaellt UpOD the 
followinc queetione. 

1. !be bae1o pr1noiplee wbioll abould be obeerved 
1D illternat1onal relatione (u, for uuple, noninter­

ferenoe 1D the illternal affaire of other nationa). 



a. !he lawe ud 0'118toae of land warfare. 

!. file lawe and ouatoae of na•al warfare. 

•· file riph and obl1p.t1one of neutral• both on 

land and at aea, exoept in eo tar ae ther aq be re­

aniotad bf exhtins 1ntei'Jl&UonaJ. agre•enh. 

s. file right of freedD• of aooeaa OD the part of 

all peoplea to raw uteriala. 

file tint of tuae fhe pointe oa.ere bf t.plioa­

Uon tb.e wbole field of 1aternaUona1 law. I do not 

nsseat that ur aUnpt be aade at tu oonterenoe pro­

poaed to undertake the oo41fioaiion of international 

lar. fhh aigbt nll be delepted bf oo•on agreeaent 

to expert oommitteea appointed tor that parpoae . What 

I dD aucgeet 1a that t.b.ia firat point nbraoe thoae 

prinoiplu wtlioh are of priaarr and preaent aportuoe. 

If t . .b.ia augUtlOD ia p•en OODa14erat10D, U 

alloul4 be u4e olear beron4 &117 doubt that fie propoaal 

aa.ia.,.a aolelr tlae reaohins of a o-Il acre•ent ~~;)On 

atan4ar4e of 1nterut1ona1 oonduot and doea not •braoe 

either political, eoOAOaio, or financial adjua-.enh. 

On tllia baeia I elaould aeauae that tlae non-dictatorial 

~ernaenta would be rilling to cooperate. I ahould 

likniae aa~~me that Oeraanr and Italr would f1n4 it to 

their ad•ant.ce to ooopuate. thl4er pruent o•41 tiona 



it would t!ppear t.probabl.e that Japen would take part . 

froa the eten4po1Dt of &D 1~ro~ed world peyohology 
1 t would appear to ae 1:bat a ·nry great ad~&Doe would 

be a1:ta1ued if the o~erwhelaiug aajority of t he uatiODB 
oould reach au agreeaeut upou .uoh prinoiplee beoauee 

of t he iAhernt need f or the reeetabliehaent of thO .. 

principlea, aa4 that, in additiou thereto, the mere 

faot that the uaiioua of the world today oould by ooD­
oerted aotloa agree upoa auythiDS of ~11:&1 1~or1:eoe 

woald iu ihelf be a aaterial atep forward. 

u n:IJ 
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THE UNDERSECRETARY 

Ootobtr 8, 1937. 

lSI.'ll?.IJDUII 

With relation ~o the IU6,11~1on oon\atne4 in ay 

memoranaua of October 8 1 the Proeident on October 8 

oxpro eaed hia belief that the aat\tr eight be handled 

in tho following mannar: 

l . The queatton should be dealt with independently 

ot any o~htr con!erence , conaultattcn, or exchange of 

a. The ftrat approach a~oul~ ~ for the Oovernatnt 

of the United Statee t o 1DdJcatt to ••try otb.r iQV8Tn­

••nt of the world 1~• teltef t hat lnt.raattonal agroe­

aent lhould be had upon the five pointe 11ate4 on pagee 

t wo an4 three of the ~eaorandua of October 8, an4 thie 

1n41oat1on ebould be undertaken throubh 41plomat1c chan­

nels . 

3. When repli eo are rooo1vo4 to theeo o r1g1nal 

oommun1cat1ona and i t becoaea thereby evident tha~ an 

&4rtemont 1& had ae to t he measure propoeed , the United 

8tattl would announce ita wtlli~eee t o tbt other 

rc•ernoentl to coope rate wltb • taalltr sroup of power& 

ln or4er that th1& e.allor ~cup alib~ by o~n ~ee­

.. nt el~bor•t• the prlnclpl ae of tnternatlonal relation-
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abtpt and ~.he t\&nda.rdt of lctercutonll. co1:14uca. be­

lltYe4 to te 4eatrablt and neceteaz7. The Uatted Statea 

to ueu::ae the retponatbtll\J' of 4eura1Dlft£ tbe a&ter­

abtp of \ hit ecaller .aroup. 

4. lben a dete ~1natton te reached bJ tht a taaller 

~oup upon the ~ueetion• eubettted, tbt t1041~t •111 be 

commuAlca~ed by the United Stecee throu.b 41ploaattc 

obnnnel~ to the other governm ~nt e of tho world not repr e­

atnted in the amall e r group. 

5. I t it t a then aeeerta1nt4 tba~ the rreat majority 

of the goYtrn.ent e of t~ world are tn acoor4, it will be 

4tter.tned wbether thta a,Tte•~t ~tll be rattfle4 by 

aeana of a world confere~c• called tp4cltlcall7 tor that 

puzp0ee or wheth~r !or~ ~~e .. ent ahall be arrt•ed a: 

u.r~ d.tpl~uc c.'lannele. 

u:n:n 
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OCIJARTM CNT O f' IT AT£. 
WAIH IM OTOM 

Janu.ary 5, 1938. 

~1 dear Mr. President; 

With turth~r r eteronoo to Mr. Hull'a noa1natlon 

to1• the Nobel Peace Prize, I Mve now taken the matter 

up with the governcente or all or the American republi cs 

and •1th certain European gover naenta, namely, Great 

Brl U.ln, J'rance, Selglua, 8w·t tzerlen4, CzeohoeloYakla, 

and F1nl•n4. 1 eh&l.l &lao 41ecuaa lt •1 th the Mbaa­

ea4.or ot Poland when he r etw-na and wtt:b the lrUnlatera 

or Hunt'&17, Yugoslavia, and tM Nethvlande. 

I ha•e eo rar been a4vlee4 that the Governments ot 

Chile, Peru , Bol1V1a, VeneLuela, Coata Rlo•, Nlcsragua, 

Honduru , and Guatemala have a.lroo.47 tU:en atepe to place 

the naao or Mr. HUll ln nomlnatlon t or tho Award. I am 

llkewlae advlaod by the Solg1nn Ambaae4dor thAt the 

11ng or Belglum 1a propoalng tbe nome or ur. Hull. I 

hAve not yet had ~epl1es tro= t ho othtr govern•ent• above 

rererr.-4 to . Both Dr. lt1ohol•• Murray Butler an4 General 

The Pre.t4ertt, 

!he lh.Ue House . 
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Dawes have written me that t hey, as pri or recipiente ot 

the Prize, have already placed Ur. Hull1 e name in nomina­

tion. 

In my last letter to you on t his subJect I suggested 

t hnt you might care to send your personal le tter nominat­

i ng Ur. Eull for the Award to the Department for transmis­

sion to the Nobel Prize Comoittee i n Oslo t hrough our 

Minister i n that capital . Will you let me know if this 

1s the procedure you have in mind. Aa you remember, the 

nominations must be in t he hands ot the Co~ttee before 

the first ot February next and since the time i s short, I 

venture to ask if you have as yet reached any decision in 

thie matter. 

Believe me 

F 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASH I NGTON 

Janual' y 7, 1938 

Ky dea:r Ill'. Pusident: 

I enclose herewith the draft which you desired 

ot a message to the Congress transmitting your 

recommendations for naval construction. This draft 

is approved by the S 

Believe me 

Enclosure: 
Draft . 

The President, 

The White House, 



I 

In my message to the Congress of January 3rd, I 

etated that 1 in a world of high tension and disorder, in 

a world where stable civilization is actually threatened, 

it becomes the responsibility of each nation which strives 

for peace at home and peace with and among others to be 

strong enough to aaeure the observance of those fundamen­

tals of peaceful solution of conflicts which are the only 

ultimate bases for orderly existence.• 

Ratione have been accustomed to look upon interna­

tional treaties and conventions as part of the system 

by which their security and peace are reinforced. With 

euch a belief in the sanctity of international obliga­

tions, the need ot military defensive .force was less 

pr essing. In the world in which we live today, however, 

recent events have deeply Bh~en public faith in the 

binding nature of international obligations. Treaty 

violations have occurred; as a result each nation has 

been obliged to take stock of its position to ascertain 

whether guarantees previously considered effective are 

in reality adequate. As faith in the sanctity of 

treaties diminishes, so must each nation take adequate 

precautions t o defend itself. 

We in America believe in the sanctity of treaties. 



•• are ooo:rl.nce4 tut ln thee• &bnorul Uaee aD a4e­

qu&tl detenai•• torce ...Ul ..ue u . .ore probable U&at 

our rlgbtl and treatlea to whloh we are p&rt lll will 

be reapeote4. 

r or a ouaber of yeare tho United. ltatee baa earneatly 

endeavored 1n cooperation with other nation• to bring 

abOut a atab111zat1on of armament thraugh l1a1tat1on 

and. reduction. thoee ettorte have \hue far pro•ed un­

a•alling but the neoeelity tor euoh aeaeuree 11 d.aily 

becosing eore compelling sn4 tble Oovoraaent ia 4oter­

•1nt4 to co.nt1n\lt to etrl•e to br1os thea about. World 

pl'Ogflll will be illpeded ln .o long ae tbe natlone 4o 

DOt h&YI t.bt trledoa and fortalsht tO apll UlODg th_... 

eel••• to ceaee their coapetltlon 1n araaaent e. In the 

preeent oirausetancea, howe~er , lt 11 eeeenti&l that 

tbe United statea maintain lte relatlYI 4efene1~• 

otrengtiL 

Juea WS.dlaon muot· ha•• ba4 in J~lnd. a el tuation 

web at exiata today wbtlll be wzote in THI! FEDERALIS'f; 

'If one netlon maintain• oonetantly a dieoipllned &%mY 

ready tor the eer•lce ot aabltton or re•ense it obligee 

tbe aoet paoitlc nation• wbo cay be w1th1D reach of ita 

ent.rprtaea t o take oorre8poD41fti preoautloua.• 

14 full oogDizance of tha preaent etate ot the 



world, I submit to tbe Congress of tbe United States 

tbe following recommendation for naval construction. 
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110\J' .laval &11ldin., 'roaru 

1. Increase tbe presont author1zoo tonnac;e ot co1 ootant 
aW.po by 20%. 

2 . 

4 . 

5 . 

G. 

7 . 

a. 

The reault ot t bh increase would be as 
follOWS I 

3 Additional Battle abips 
2 Additional Aoroplano carriers 
8 Additional Cruisers 

25 Addi tional Destroyers 
9 Addi ti onlll Submarines 

TOT~L 47 

'!'he construction ,proVided b"f the above inc e ase 
to be undertaken dur1"8 the ne.xt ti ve years. 

An au thorization tor a~proxiJ ately 1 . 000 additional 
aeroplanes . 

An authorization tor 42 awd.llarf\ obipa. 

?he cost to be approx1ca t ely ~1lion dol~ara . 

!.n au thorization tor an~r1at1on ot ' 15 .000~000 
t o bo made available ro imental tJurpoaea in 
the development ot llllall , ps not exoeed1n~ 3.ooo 
tone . 

'l'hia new na~rJ build p @'81:1 w111 require an 

20. 000 enlist 

The increased atrengtl1 wlll requi~e !'ivo 
appo1ntnanta to ~oval. J\oad.ny. 



A B IJ.L 

To establish t ho COJ:lPosit1on or tho trnitod Sta t es llavy, t o aut~ or1zo the conatl".lC tion or e:~:-t:rl.·t naval von els, and tor otl r .>ur,,osa5 . 

!le s:~nato an1 .IO'.lae or '!e roaanta-t i Yoa o .aor can n ono:eaa aea81:1blad, 
Tlu:t in add1 t1ou t o t :.e t onnaues or tho United States 
:.n .,- a s . .... .,O<l •tpcm and ~atabllsl e ·l cy the treatiu aJ.Oled 
at l'lanb.Ll(;t OJ. , rebrua.ry 6 , 19221 and at LeM on, 'Pril 22, 
1~30, an• as autuor i : ed b7 the Act ct • arch 27, 19~~ (43 
s t at . 50~) , a e amended b:7 t ho Act~o~ JUne 25, 1936 ( 49 
s tnt . l:l~G ) , t .e euthori&oll ooopo n or t Lo tJn itod 

.,tatoa lav:r !.n .... dora~" v&o "pj ' u.• " !.nc.·oaeod by 
t ho follow1n .. t o~.a as : ~ 

(a ) c.ap! t .. l s. 1,. :1 , '1'/N~~~ol and :1vo thousand 

t on.a o ot s ix 
bwldrod 

(b) 

a t otal aut;.or 1aod undera&o ton. a ..,e or one l.undrod and 
a1xty-!1Ye thouaaod tonac 

(c) Cru1aora, .S.xty- e1Sbt thouaand seven hundred and 
rit'ty- !OW' tona, •kina a t otal. authorised uudorac;e tonnat_a 
ot four hundrod lllld t welve thousand f'1vo llundrod nod t..onty ­
tour t onaa 
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(d) -ostro)' ra, thrty-alGht thousand tone , ~-
1n~ 11 total nuthor1.ad Utldaro, a tonna,_o ot two hu;-A.rod 
and twenty- a1.:;ht thou .. m tone; 

(e) Subl;;o.r1~ thirteen tbouaa.n l o1x )1Wl(1red 

ond t1tty- e101t t ons , -ldnu a totol autl'oriaod undorace 
ton; .a._e ...t e1S)lt y- one thouao.nd nino hundrod ond ttlty­
o~1x tona . 

soo. ~. 'rt" realdent ot tho lln1ted .;tat oa 1a 

horob', authOJ.·~:.:od to undertake tn.cl oonatr ... ct1on, 1nclud­
sns rtt>llaCa...ot.s , 88 18 OOCUM:r:f !; OU!ld tho 5ayY to 
tho total o~tbori::lld UJ"dora._.e c~oa{tton oa • rovidad for 1n 
section 1 o~ t .. 1a Aot . ~ 

;;ec. :5 . l'Lo "l'ook:o:lt o~1tod .;totea 1o 

horob;r .utllo::o' eod to AC'l\11r~u."\lltruct ad4~t1onal naval 
a!t?Anaa, 1nclwli~ rol o:: , and apare , orta 

plano::s to a tota.l .t ~ oo t}.;JUSond • 

... oc . 1 . .'be l'rea an t ot t l • \1111tod Stotoa 1o 
l.o,-elrf/ au~~:a!t~ed to ao 1u1re or t o Wldartake the 

(a) 1.1'1ve deetroyer tendera, a t otal. ot forty­

tift ti.O''""" tona U .)lt d1a. llaoa~eat O.o~1 

(b) ·~ aublllar1ne t.eudera , a t •>tal of twont7-
.. ven t ! ouaand ton a Ubbt 41aplacocant tonna._e . 

Naval 

(o) POUr large ~lana tandora , 11 tota l ot 
thirty- three thouaand two t.undrad tona liJlt 41apace-
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(4) sovo.1 ILI1ll ooa~no t O!ll1oro, a totol ! ol oven 
tL.u.....uld fivo bwldrod anu t'uty tons l.~t diaJ,Il.ac or n t 
tonnawOJ 

(o) n>.rOO re~1r au;a , a total d t-n~-o1~t 

th011Hllll fi vo lnlr.cl.•od t;l)l,a l1.;!1t d!aplao-nt tonn-.;o ,; 
( !) ~ ..,·;ula:f;,:o~ , a tat:U. o~ t:rlll.w thowlnnd 

t11.::ta ll:)lt .ua.w-1.o.o~ o.~t ~onna :"OJ 

( ,,) -1 vo ::.!.nonoopora, a to~l at' t;;._~, ~!.o:r.u:m!l 

t'1 vo hu: drftd tones ll:;ht 41ap'..4o;c:);) ~ to:1..~oJ 

(h) 1• • 1'1..1 • tu.>a , a l;o:.al o! •x t!..r.ta onl two 
hun4Nd 11nd t1.rty toao 11 ;.t dla,,:.,n:nt tOia....,o,; 

(1) .. o • .:.o1o. a!...:.;>, t .!'0~~-..r..s ll.;lt 
dia,,laco:.:.ont to.1.t.AwOS 

(J) ... hoG;>" C l 3~ OIIAI\' t;ona ~t 

clio, 14Cililll<lllt tu1 .n .. o; ~ 

(k) ?ou.r oU ~r~ fl t otal of thirt)-- two 

tbO\laond t na licll~lo.oe:lllnt ~o lllllGOJ 
(l) TirO atoro ol:.!p:5 , n to tal. o!' o!(;btGon tl•ou.GIU'Kl 

t ono 11Jl.t dio;laoe~~:•ont t onna.-;o . 

a... a. 1'bore • a Wro~ autlle~n ! t o 'be .wropl'ia tad, 
out t an;r 11101107 1n t ho -:rr.a.u17 ot tho t1n1 ted G tatoo not 
ot bel'w110 -.;...rop.•ilt«' , •cl • .usa ._o l llt'J' bo necooaar:f to 
ot i ootuato tbe fiUI'POI Oa ut th.1a Jl ot . 



weGo o. ~Joe e 1e berebJ autltor1sod t o be 1\l)propM.atod, 
Ollt or an;r r.ono;r 1Jl tl.o 'l'rou..u-;r not otlorw1uo llJ)l'ropr1atod, 
tl e IUI:I ot t1rtooo tdll1on do laro "'o be e)IJ)endecl at the 
c11reot1on ot tho roo1dent or tho l 1ted J tatea ror the 
cone tl' o t1on ot OJIU".Bl'1 .. ut:tl. vo11oolo nonoJ or 'II' 1ol shall 
o .... coo..l tl:.l'oo tbowla.n<. t.ona atarAnrd diopl.noc.nt . 

wee. 7 . ~e allocation ..n 1 ouotrG.ota ror construe-
t1on or tl.e vouol:s bo"o1Jl a .Atboruod and u o roplaco­
mont t hel'oor, 411 woll 011 rOl' tho proour~ont and oonetn~.o­
t1on o~ airplanoa an• ~ .. art3, al'llll.l bo 1Jl accordanc. 
w1tl• the terma and owA1t1ona p5Iv1c1 b7 tbt Act ot llaroh 
27, l~~ (43 :>tat. 503) aa -

~•c . a. The ~ct ot A~~ot l Ol a 411 amenaod b7 
$41at1ou l or tbt /.ct ot 36 ( t• •• Code, ..,uw., 

to read 
•• follow• • 

"'l'llat t bo totA~tl~rizod m.llllbor or coc­
m!ell1 ned ott oer~e act've l 1et or tbe l1ne ot 
t ho .ila vy, exolue1n or cm:=1ea1o~ WIL1'1'Ilnt o: t1oors, 
a!..all be eq.Jal t u ~ ~r oont:ua t tl o total au tl or-
1eod onl 1eted •trenctll or tho eot1vo l111 , •cllla1Vo 
ot t o ,.oep1tal Corpe, • neon ora Wldorjio1ll., 11ontenoe 
or dieobar&o, onl1etod ~ en dotailod tor dut:y With 

the ..aval llillta, and the J"llr1na Corps . • 

.>eo. o. l"'l' tho purpoeea or t h1a Aot, tbo tom 
"unde~• elwll be oonetru.ct 1n a ool'dance With tbo 
tol'IIUI ot the Troall:y e1.)l0<1 et :...ondon, aroh 25, 10~6. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAt.HINOTON 

January ?, 1038. 

I!DI)fWiOOII !'OR 

T1ii UIIDi:!\ SU:liEUJ\Ir OF S!J. 'l'i: 

ecce 1rtJ, so=ehow •• auat atop 
tho lNkl 1n regard to the .D1ploMt1o 
appo1nt=ente. It 1• becomlng • 
poe1t1•e ecandal . I reallte, ot 
oouree, t hat there wae much general 
conver,.tlon about KennedY a n4 W1l80n, 
even though Arthur Krook,eweere he 
sot the Kennedy ttp f rom the St3te 
Doport.,nt . :teote~ the Stor had 
tho otory •bout Dav t s going to 
8ru1eele. I hAve not ~entloned the 
eubJeGt to anyone - - even the White 
Houae atarr . And on top ot lt co••• 
the telegram troo Bogota ~t Dee 
Portee 11 to go t o COloablA. 

1 do not know' • ho bandlea theae 
th1n8• down the 11tte 1n the &tate 
oepertment, bu~ I th.ink the t lae haa 
oooe to a.nr.ounoe that 11' ln the tuture 
t h ere 11 -.NY leak, eve.rJ'bOc.\1 down tbe 
11ne •111 be sent to S1a•! 

F. D. R. 
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My dear Kr. President: 

DtPARTM l NT O F &TATE 
WABHIMOTON 

JnnUD.r)' 10, 1938, 

I have Just r eceived your me~ornndum ot January 7 

with regard to laake ln the State Department in the mat­

ter or d1plomat1o appointments . 

It there have been any leaks to the preae coming 

fro~ the Department or State, I wlah to as sume entire 

personal reapona1b111ty therefor. Since your last m~o­

randum to me upon this subject, the entire procedure ~lth 

regard to the handling or diplomatic appointments ln the 

Department haa been changed. Under preaent arrangements, 

no officer or the OepartQent, with the exception of the 

Secretary and myself, knowe of the d1plomatlo appointments 

which you intend mating until it la time tor the nomlna­

tlone to be made out. Tho telegrams requesting agrementa 

are dictated by myeelr and handled by one truated otf1oer 

1n the Oode Room. When nom1nat1on papers have to be made 

out, I ask Mr. Howland Shaw, the Chief ot the ~eau of 

Foreign Personnel, to handl e this h1maelt. Consequently, 

under present oon~t1one there are approximately only 

The President, 

The White House. 
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tix 1n41v14ual~ including the 8ecretar7 and •1eelt, ln 

tbe Departae.nt 1ibo are !'ulllar wi th t.ht CUplou.tlc ep­

polnt•ente to be •de. 5o tar •• ont c-.n be h\DAilly aure 

or &nJ'thlng, I .. eure that &ttJ ltaka to the pr-ett with 

rtaard tO the laat dlploa&t lO appolntmtntt JOU tent to 

the Bonate h&ve not come troa tb11 Departmen~. 

Wlth regard to Joe Dav1ee 1 appointment to Bruasela, 

you will remember thAt I neked ror the asrOment trom the 

Belgian Gov ernment over two wceke ago and tnrormod the 

Belgian A.mbaeeador here t lmult&ntot.tely . About a week after 

that tl•e I -.eked the Aabaeea dor to batten the agrement. 

and he uked me what he ehoul4 eq to c.:bt oonetant 1nqu1rlea 

wh1ob wer-e belfl& made of hl• aa to whet~r or not lt waa 

tl'\lt that Jar. »arlee waa golns u A::sbaata4or to Belglua. 

I aet ed the Aabaseador to keep the .. tttr entirely con­

tldtntl&l. and to make no oom.a:.ent unt11 you ha4 aadt em 

appropriate announo~t tro• tbt Wh1tt House. I mention 

th1e to 1nd1o•t• to you that rumor• ot Joe Davlea • •ppo1nt­

aen~ to Bruaaele have been ourt·ent 1n W•ehington tor man:r 

dayt paat , and I ayaelt b3ve eeen frequent reterenoee l n 

tht preae during t hat period to tht appo1nt•~nt. These 

ruaore 414 not em.anate trom thlt Doputaent. I 10 aure . 

P1nallr. w1tb regard to the report tra. BogotA thAt 

Ott Portee 1a t o go to Coloabia, JOV will reae=ber ~t 

latt auaaer rou aelecte4 Sprul llt lra4tn .. the next 
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Uln18ter to Colombia, &nd Mr. Braden waR adv1eed aooord1ngly . 
He baa been kept on •t the Chaco Conference beoauae ot the 
ao~te aituatlon whloh hae developed there, but 48 eoon ae 
the new aovern•ent ot Argentina le inaugurated on reb~ary ?.0 
next, w1tb the probab111tJ' ot a ne• A.r!Jentlne rore1gn JUn-
1ater, the Secretary and I btlleve that he ehould at once 
prooeed to hlt ne• poet . !he preee report with r eaard to 
Des Portea, ot couree, la therefore entirely lnoorreot . 

r orcl•e .,. teklrtC up eo auob ot your u .. wlth thie 
atateaent, but lnaemuoh ae I teel peraonally reaponelble 
I wanted you to know that I cUd not belieYe tM.t &1\7 ot­
tlclal 1n the Stat e Department la ln any way reaponaible 
t or th1o leakAge. 

Btllt1'1 ae 

ul 'f JOurt, 
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Wt dear Kr. Pret14tnt; 

OCilAIIIIT MCJIIT Or IT AT£ 
W41HINOTON 

JanU&r7 10, 1~38. 

In your oont1denl1•1 memor~dua to mo or December 22, 

oommcntlng upon the letter or Deoembor 17 whloh NormAn 

Araour had written me trom Ottawa and whloh t tent yo~ 

tor tour 1ntoraatlon, you told mt thAt you •l•htd the --~ 

ttr followed up and ~t you th~t tht Do•1n1on OowernM 

aent oo\lld ••U a end an ar.~;y A&n and a navr aan here con­

t14enUall.1 to tall •orr the r4cor4' 'tO ta.e or our ArQr 

O.ntral ltatr and K&VJ Optra:Uone ~ople. 

When lorsaA J.rm.our •a.a here in Waehlnrton latt week. 

I \014 h1a or 70ur rle!:et .aJ\4 •a.14 that I felt the on.ly 

taft •a:r tor h.1.a to Cart'J out rour 1nttNoU.one wu to 

have a JMraonal talk wl tb Kao.&:tndt Xing. 

I have Jutt now received a letttr dated JanU#ry 6 

fro• "oraan Armour, ttlltng •• of what he ~~ dono, and 

I am eending you tb1a l etter tlnoe I think you will • l t h 

!be Prtt14ent, 

fhe 1rhJ t • HO\b: e . 
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to r .. 4 lt. 

Bellne ae 
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P~SOlUL Am> 7 ??t ' lUIS 

otta• a, Cana(1a, 

.Januuoy 8 , lt38 . 

I •tnt to ate the Pr.t. M1nht,er lut t¥m1aa 

1n ordo~ to tell him about ~ tr&nator to Chile, and 

during tho oov.reo or our talk: he gave me a 'U!'J good. 

o~oniftl to ralao the queation ot woe~ coaat de!tnee 

b7 abow1n& .. a letter datN Dtoeabtr 2lat laat, 

write: .. to bJ.a bJ tho P'roaldct, 14 • b.S.ch tbO ,..11-

dent: bad u:pruud t.te hope thU: llr . Un.S could OOM 

down to Walbln&ton 1n tho near tuture, oG thoro were 

aoveral queot1ona he t houaht 1t would bo u•etul to 

telk over, 1nolud1ng the general world a1tuat1on, an4 

part1culorl7 the Far Baatern a1tuat1on . 

xr. l.1rL& aa14 t.bet. 1D hie repq he h.a4 1nfoi"Dt4 

the Pru1dent that ror tbe .OMnt it would .,. 41tt1oult 

tor b1a to a•t ••• ,., part1oult.rll' .. he reared hie 

proaenot in Washington might oaueo aome conjecture 

'fh• Honorable 
SUJmtr WtUea, 

under S.crtt&rJ ot Statt, 
Wuhl.D,st.on, D. C . 

With 
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with regud. to trade agreel:lent aattora, 'but that 

1! he could arrange to got •••J po.rhapa later in the 

w-inter or early 1n tho aprln,g, &.tter Parllcaent, which 

opene Januar, 27th, waa well under •&J, he • ould 

certainly do so. 

ll'1th tbls operu.na I tol<l 10' . ltinll tbat ao tar • • 

quoat1ona regarding the Pac1f1o wore concornad, I fel t 

aura I knew one ot the quoetiona whlob the Proeldent 

would like to d1scusa with him, and then wont on to 

outline tbe matter as aet torth in the Prea1dont 1 a 

•IDOr&ndwa to you 1n oonneot1on with =7 letter to ,-ou 

or Dec~mbor 17th laat, which you ha4, I un4era tand, 

oubmlttod to hla. 

I tol<l Ill'. 11.1.na that 1t he could orrongo to b&vo 

a.n ua::r ottleer and a naTal ott1oer so down to Wallb:-

1ngton, 1n cru.ttl ot eourso, e..nd preterablJ not 

together , arrango:ente would be made tor them to aeo 

General Kalin Craig, Chlo! or Starr or tho ~. and 

Adllliral LoahT, Chlot ot Naval Oporatlonn , tnd that I 

tolt eure that such an exGhange ot 1n!'ormat1on u 

llligbt rooult would provo oxtromd:r uaotul. I tolt 

ouro that ouch visits eould be orranao<l without an:r 

publ1olty, and thet 1r tho Canadian Legation in 

Waoblnaton 
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Waah1naton could be oot1t1ed ot the app~o~~te 4ate 

or the •1&1 ta and eou.ld get l.a touob with rou, the 

rwoeaaar7 a.rranae:.enta coul.d be .. de tn abort or4er. 

)Ci". I..lag exp:reaae-d entt.re • PPJ'O•tl ot tho 

propOaal, ud a.t4 tha t he felt. IW"I that aeetlq;a 

or ~h1a aort would bo extre.ely uaerul. HI Ud.t 

not( or tbe .oaaea or G-ener al Crdg and A4&1.rll Le~, 

and told me that he wou_ld look l.nto tM matter at 

once. Ho aentloned tbe nu:teo ot GOn.erll Aehton, 

Cb1of or sta..tt ot the Canadia,n Ar'llf1 , and Oonaodore 

Ntllea ot the Navy, aa pose1b111t1ot to tend down, 

bv.t. be ••• aaoroly ttthinking out loud" a.n4 I think 

hal not 71t reached &nJ 4t o1a1on . 

He tol4 mo that tha t &tternoon he bad had a 

lone talk wttb Mr . Bennett., and 1ntlute4 tb&t th..,. w er e 

to ent1re ace-ot"<1 that the grart t7 of the world 

eltuatlon requirec! ebe cJ.o .. at cooperation between 

all aroupa 14 the Governaent here, anct I th..lnlr: tbJ.e 

11 a olear 1nd1oat1on that xr. lUna Will have no 

rtal 41tt1oulty 1n aecur1ng t.he eupport or all grou.pt 

1n P&rllament, with the poaalble tXoeptlon of the 

ex.trtM Fronoh-Cflladion eleaent , whtn tht appropr1a-

t1on1 tor detenae are brought up, The 1nd1oat1ona 

._,.. 
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are that these appropriations will duplicate those of 

last year, t 3S,ooo,ooo, This seems a small amount 

when one considers th.e terri tory involved, but when 

considered in conjunction With last year's appropria­

tion, represents a great advance over anything Canada 

has dono for some years , 

In any case, the important thing is that King 

seems to be awake to the seriousness of the situation, 

and to be 1n hearty agreement with the President that 

close cooperation between us is not only advisable, 

but eseentia1. 

I shall not fail to notify you as soon sa I hear 

anything mere from him, Ian Mackenzie, the Lttnister 

of National Defense, has juet returned, and they were 

havi.ng a meeting of the Cabinet today and are ache~led 

to have two or three more next week, If I don't 

hear anything from Ill' , fing by the lldddle of next 

week, I shall try to see him. In any case, I am 

dining w1 th him next Friday be .fore our departure, 

which is now sche~led tor Saturday, January 15th, 

Thle Will bring ~ to Washington ~onday forenoon, 

January 17th, when I shall come in to make rq report 

to you, 

In the meantime, I mn enclosing an article from 

the Toronto STAR givi ng London comment on the question 

ot 
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ot canada 1 e dotenee and auggoatod cooperation between 

Great Br~tain &n~ tha Unite~ Stateo, together with 

canadian co~nt on the .uggeet1on with regard to 

plans tor tort1t1cat1on or th6 frontier . I • •• glad 

to see ttwt tboae repol"te were promptlJ' denied in 

Waalililgton . You mi.J be 1nte·r oated. in the DAILY 

STAR correapondent'a interview with wajor oenoral 

Willi~ Rivera~ who, you will note, 1e reported •• 

aaJing 1n r epl7 to the quea tlon "Doea onrbody in 

Waahi..ngton • orry about tho dotenae or Canadian 

eoaet&l reg1onat• • t have no t beard eo . 

··~ little 41aouaa1on ot the quoat1on.• 

With k~nd. regarda, 

Enclo8\U'•: 

There is 

Prom Toronto DAILY STAR, Januarr &, 11138. 



ky dear Wr. Preeldent : 

DCPAfllTMElfJ' .OF 4TAT£ 
WAIH IMOTON 

J anua.r1 14, 1Sf38. 

Wlth rvrther r eference to your semornndum to me 

or December 22 . conveying your det1re t hat tho Onnadlan 

Government mi ght send an Army aan and a NayY man here 

cont1dent1ally to t.rk •orr the record• to aom~ or our 

ArmT Oen•ral Starr and Navy Operation• people, Nor..n 

Al"ttour telephoned c.e l"t n1$ht tl"oc: Ottawa, 1e.7lng that 

he had had a private conver1atlon wlth MacXenLle l1ng 

oovertng thl1 queatl on. He t old .. that the Pr~e ~nla­

ter • •• very heartllJ 1n aooor4 wlth 10ur euggeatlon and 

••• arrangtng to have the Ohler or \ht Arcr Staff end 

the Chief or the Mavy Statt ooae down oontldentlal ly to 

Waah1ngton next week. He oa14 that nothing would be 

known or the trip, that the two men would go to the 

Oanndl~ Legation, and t~t the Mlnlater would be 1n­

atruoted to ad•~•• me upon t heir arr1•&1. 

In order that the neceaatJ"Y preJ)drat1ona U1 be 

aade tor theee convereatlona - whlch the Prl• • M1nlater 

!ht Pre114tnt, 

!he White llouee. 

) 
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hoped alght ;eke pl•c• ln the Oana41an Let;at1on tn 

order to avoi d any po,alble ~ubl1o1ty - do you not 

<111nk 1t would l>e well ror MAlral Leai\J and General 

Craig to ~~ 8dv1aed 1mmed1~tely of thr forthco•lng 

vlalt1' It you de•lre thlt to be done. will yo~ wlth 

to apeak to them pereon~lly or do yo~ doelre me to 

oonvey the meeaaae 1n your n~• to Adalral LoahT and 

General Crug? 

Bolleve 1111 



P?F '" 

T H£ WHIT£ HOUII 

W~INGT'ON 

.,.._., 11, Ul!l. 

--roll 
1111 - IIICIUIAIIl or ftUII 

1'111 , .. ...- "' - -
tlllol 

r. D. L 

Wlaor.ndu.a troa f"a.J All"" DetPortee, 
A~frl~ Mlnlater to OUAte-.lA, to the 
Pre•ldent. dAted ~ecember 23, 1937 , 
SubJect - Frel4ht r~t• dllcrlm1nat lone 
or thl Intern# f lonal ~1l•AY• or Central 
AlllGrloa ewa.1ne t Un1ted St"ta" Trsde - ­
tmpo~t• And Expor~e . 



Tm WHJTI-

""W'' MD 

--•roe 
.. .,. •• Olea 

~--·--.-~ 
••I-n-a~~a .. _....,. , .... _,_, __ , 

r. D. L 

L•tttr troa seer. tar)' 'lrtll .. ltJf" •eet­
lr. •••41~ up L~e noe1natton ot Adolf 
Btrlt •• A .. llta.nt ~eretArr or St•t. . 



Letter to Prea1dent 
hc»a Swmer Wellet 

SU&Selta Pr••· not repl7 to Dearlna'• 
letter ot Peb. 5j 1938. 



~ · 

Uy dear Ur. President: 

'fsf; ' 
( 

DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 
WABHINOTPN 

February 26, 1938. 

In view of the leaks which have occurred in the past 

in connection with diplomatic appointments upon which you 

have determi ned and whioh have r esulted in publicity be-

tore any announcement was made from the White House, you 

will be interes t ed to know t hat early t hia morning certain 

press correspondent s called up the Depar tment ot State to 

find out it it were true t hat Ur. Nicholson was to be trans­

ferred from Venezuela to Nicaragua. Since Mr. Nicholson' s I 
reply, wh1oh I read to you on the telephone last night, 

only oame in yesterday' and since no one in the Department 

bas known of this transfer except the Secretary and m7self, 

I am bringing the matter to your attent i on becaus e of the 

fact that Senator Kinton was informed of your decision in 

this regard by the Secretary yesterday and obviously the 

leak in this case oan only come from hi s office. 

Since the White House has sometimes felt in the past 

that the Department of State was responsible for leaks of 

The Presi dent , 

The White House . 
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th11 ob&racter, I wanted rou to know that in this case 

p.re11 oorr eepondenta alreadT hAd th1a 1ntormo.t1on and 

t~t 1t did not come tro thll Department . 

Be11eve ae 



I To Proaidoot 
Pro• SUaner Wel lea 

!larch 4, 11138. 

Let t er 1n re-Pr••· desire to obtkin 1ntormat1on -. 

to the nature and amount o.f au.ppl1eo ot arm• and. 

~unltlon which were at preeent being rece1•e4 

b)' the Ch1rwoo OoY. 7be Wor Dept. 1a tl'71q to 

o'bto.in tho 1nJ'o,_t1on nth rot;o.rd to the •ounto 

ot &~a and ~lt1on oo•1ng to China trom 

Ruaa1an souroea Jn tbe nortb. 

Retuma coa.t. •q to Pzo.ea.---a ttaoM4 

$P..•Ch1Da toldor-Drawar 2--1Q38 
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• • T Hl UHD~ SECACTARY 0" STATC 

WA.SMINOTOH 

!larch 8 , 1938. 

lty dear llr. President: 

I as enclosing a me•oran4ua of a conver­

eatlon I bad with tbe Br1t1ah Aabaeaador yee­

t erday evening. I tb1nk that whatever m1eap­

prehenaton existed in the m1n4 of Lord Hali f ax 

baa now been cleared up aa a re.ult ot a cable 

whlCh Sir Ronald aald he would eend h1a laet 

night . In vie• of tbe 1a:portanoe of tbe reet 

of the cea,.ge. I thought you would probably 

want ::,::: :· •tr:, "":'' 
Enc.loeure: 
atoaorandum, 
lloreb 8 , 1938. 

The Preeident, 

The •bite House. 



/ DEPART MENT OF STATE 

M~morondum of Connrsolion 

DAT1t: llar c b B, 1938. 

suaJO:T: V 2 2 UOU I bl $ 1119 

PARTICIPANT'S: file B:rltiah Ambaeaador J Sir ROnald Lindsay; 

fhe Under Seoret~y. 

COPIES TO: 

Tile Btittah Ambassador called to a ee me late yeater­

day eYening. He ba4 been instructed by telegram from 

Lor 4 Hal1tax t o convey a message to thia oovernment which 

he then oo=munloated to me . 

The meaaage the Ambassador wna ins tructed t o commu­

nicate to mo co=menced wttb the statccont tllat Lord Halifax 

wae Yery muob gratified to know that tile Prealdent and the 

OOYernment of t he United States cons idered the procedure 

of tbe Brit iab GoTernment in lte eff ort • t o find a pol1t-

1cal appeaeement •to be rtgnt• and that the new Bri t ish 

Foreign Secratazy waa encouraged in the thought that in 

tte etfort tbe Br1t 1ab oovernaent had t he eyopatby of 

tbe Oni t ed Stat e a. 
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At this point I interjected to aay t o the Ambassador 

that I assumed that thia message was the result of a 

telegram whioh the Ambassador had probably sent a!ter 

his conversation with me o! Karch 3 and that it wae not 

the result of any statement made to the Ambassador by 

the President or by the Secretary o! State directly. 

The Ambassador said that I was correct in that belie!. 

I then said that I felt it necessary in the most friendly 

way to make it clear that I had never indicated in our 

previous conversation that t he President or any respon­

sible o!!ioiale of t his Government had undertaken to 

determine or much leas to say to tbe British Government 

that they considered ita procedure • to be right 1 • I had 

said that this Government was, of course, adopting an 

attitude of contemplation and that it hoped that the 

British Government in ita endeavor to find a solid 

foundation !or a political appeasement in Europe would 

meet with a complete measure of euooesa. I said that 

a s tbe Ambaaaador knew from hie knowledge of the proposal 

which the President had had under consideration !or some 

time that the President !rankly recognized tbat certain 

political appeaaementa in Europe with which this Govern­

ment bad no direct concern and in which this Government 

could not participate were evidently an indispensable 
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factor in the finding of bases for world peace; that in 

that sense and in that spirit I had said to the Ambassa­

dor that thiB Government trusted the negotiations for 

these political appeasement • would prove completely euc­

ceseful, but that I wanted to make it very clear that 

this Government had not attempted to pass upon the 

methods of approach determined upon by Mr. Chamberlain 

nor in any other way to offer advise or counsel as t o 

the manner in which the negotiations were being con­

ducted. 

The Ambassador frankly admitted that he had prob­

ably over emphasized what I had said to him in our pre­

vious conversation and that Lard Halifax in turn had 

over emphasized what the Ambaasador had communicated to 

him. The Ambassador said that he himself bad been so 

deeply concerned by the attitude of the American preae 

with regard to Kr. Chamberlain' s policiea and by the dis­

tortion .of the real iaeues involved in the conflict whioh 

had arisen between Kr. Chamberlain and Kr. Eden that he 

bad been particularly gratified to know from his conver­

aation with me that the Government here was viewing the 

question dispassionately and objectively, and waa regard­

ing the ultimate objectives sought by Kr. Chamberlain as 

that which they in faot wer~tbe desire to f i nd through 

l 
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poacetul negotiation a ootU-nt o! pollt1oal dieputoo 

ln Europe eo that t ho world aisbt return to a condition 

o! normality. He otatod that I bad no oonooptlon ot tho 

nu.ber or the nature of tbe lettere wbloh be had beea 

receiving troa pr1Tate American c1~1zene 1n•e1gb1ng 

agalnot tbo pr esent policy o! blo OOTer~ent ftDd alleg­

ing that the 8r1t1eb Oo•ernaent wae now endeavoring to 

bolot er up tho European <lictatcrohlpo. The A.mbaaeador 

remarked, 1 It i s not that we lite the dlotatore nor 

tb.at we want t.o aeeooiate oureel•ee with thee, but 

einoe we are conf'r ontecl .-tt~ a worl4 1n wbloh there are 

41otatore, we haTe reached tbe oonoluelon tnat the only 

thing to <ID In or<ler to pronnt war io to try and !lnd 

a baal e for peaceful w:u1eratanc11ng with thea• . 

The Ambaea~dor then went on to gi•e •• the reat of 

tho ••ooago fro• LOrd Halifax. Lor<l Halifax oaid that 

tho Britioh OOTorn.ent wao compelled to tackle their 

European problem pieoe~•al and that they had cocmenoed 

oith Italy becau oo tbo rapid and continuing deteriora­

tion ot rolaticno between Italy and Groat Brit ain wae 

beco•ing increasingly oeriouo an<l tho Brit1oh OO•ern­

aent hoped that rea toratloD of con!14eoo• and fr1en4-

ohlp between Italy an<l laglftDd alpt produce a oatil­

f actory &D4 looting ~eaooaont 1n tho Kediterranean 
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and a4joining rogiono. He wont on to rolterato what 

Sir Ronol4I.ill4ny had o""""""loated to 110 in "" earlier 

con•erea~loa, namely, taat the Br1t1ah Aabaaaador in 

BM11n had been. 1natructe4 to aee Hitler on xareh 3 

&Dd thet ao a rowH of that conterenoo tho Brltlah 

OoYerruoent hoped to be able to appraloe tho proopeoto 

of ~dvanoe 1n tbat quarter in order to devise a meaa­

ure ot appeaee~ont in Central and l&atern Europe. The 

British 1oroign Secretary osphaei&Od tho faot that both 

nogotiatlono would bo attended by aany <!iffioultiee 

but \hat if 'tbeee •regional agreea.an1a• could be aeaurecl, 

ha hoped that aJ>7 danger or e>onfllct oould be &Yoi4od 

at leaat for a period. 

At the oonoluaion of the oommuntoat1on wblob Sir 

Ronald Lindoay wae 1notruoted to msko, Lord Halifax 

mentioned hio belief that in order to oeoure any real 

and luting bottoraont or the o1tuat1on H would un­

doubtedly be aeoeaeary to try a.ad obtain .oae acheme of 

general oooporatlon in EUrope not only political, but 

11kew1ae eoono•lo, an4 laid tbat 1t 'be UD1ta4 8tatea 

Oo~ernment could at any tlse aee ita way t o aae1et1ng 

or enoouragtns euob a deYelopment, tb&t would undoubtedly 

be of tho groateot Yaluo. r or \hat roaeon Lord H&l1!&X 

again doo1ro4 \0 1ntorm th11 Oonrncont fully or t bo 
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progreoo of the Brit1ob negot1at1ono eo that the United 

States could, should it so deetre, otter advice or 

cr1t1c1ns as to the progreee of the negotia.tiona md eo 

that t he President could, ~bould he be eo diepoeed, 

determine •hether at any point it might be opportune tor 

btm to take •independent but corr elated ~otionM . The 

~eaeage concl uded with the expression of the hOpe that 

should the President at any tiae determine tbat i t was 

deeirsble tor him to take suoh •independent but corre­

lated action•, the Br1t1eb oovern~ent zigbt be advised 

beforehand of euc.b intention on tb.e part of the Presi­

dent. 

I asked tb.e Al:lbaeeador U be had any 1natruotiona 

which would make i t poee1ble for bim to Clarify exactly 

what the Br1t1eb Government bad in ~i.nd in the latter 

part of Lord Ha.lita.x 1 e taeaaage . I reminded t bo Ambae­

ea4or that tbe Prea14ent had made i t emphatically olear 

tbat th1e OOTernment did not intend to participate in 

my way 1n the queet10nl of EUropean pol i tical appeaee­

mont and t hat the only 1nitiati•o which tho Preoident 

had oonteaplated wae that oocoern1ng which the British 

GoTer1111ent had been tully informed. I eaid t b.at tor 

the t1mo being the Preaident had determined to hold that 

initiative in abeyance &I the Br1t1ah OOTernment had 



- 7-

already been advised and tbat as the Ambassador bad been 

informed, the British Government would be informed 

should the President at some subsequent date determine 

tbat it wae desirable to take any action of the kind 

which he had previoualy contemplated. 

The Ambaaaador said that he had no instructions 

whatever in olarifioati on of the pointe concerning which 

I inquired. He said that to him the meaning was very 

clear and that waa that if the political appeasements 

which the Britiab Government was now seeking were suc­

cessfully concluded, undoubtedly economic and financial 

measures would have to be determined upon ae supplements 

and compleme.nts to the political appeaaementa. He said 

that of course both Germany and Italy, if they decided 

to move outside of their present autarchic ayetem ae a 

result of eatilfaotory political adjustments, would find 

theaselves 1n a very difficult transitional state, both 

commercially and financially, and that the Bri tiab Gov­

ernment hoped that the other great powers of the world 

who were eeeking to further peace would then consider 

bow they individually might help in the restoration of 

normal commercial and financial relationshipe. He eaid 

tbat up to the preeent time, in the ju~ent of hie 

Government, the only oonatruotive program which bad been 
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put forward during t be paot !1vt yearo bad been the Hull 

tr34e asree~ente pr ogram and tbe oxtatenoe, or r a ther 

the continuation and enlarg@~Ot or t he ecope ot that 

progru, • OUlcl in tbe opinion ot the Bri tiah GoYerrment 

be the • o•' eftect t•e way that b&4 yet been devised ot 

uoloU n& Italy anc1 Gert~any thrQlgb tbe t ransition 

per1o4 bact t o normal relat1oneh1pe with the other power• 

of tho world. I re~inded the Ambaooador that lt appar­

tntly bad taken the Bri tish Government a good ~1 yoaro 

to coa prehend the truth ot what be wa,e now aaying to ae 

but that, ot oourae, it waa cl ear that lt the BT1t1oh 

OO•ern.tnt deaired the ettectl•• cooperation ot tbe 

United Statu thrOU<fh tbo trade agrouent program, the 

Br1t1eb Oo•ernment •e own alnoere and whol eheerted .up­

port ot ~hat program, particularly af ter the conoluelon 

ot the Br1t1eh-Amer1can trade agreement, woUld neoee­

oarily be all import ant. I furtbor odd to tbe .lmba ... 

eednr that tbo Preoldent' • plan llacl ob'fioualy tal:en tbe 

t actoro wbloh the .bba .. ador heel aentloned to "" opecitl­

e&ll y ln to account in a.a arucb aa one ot the pointe wb.lcb 

tbe Prealclent wOuld have incllcatecl be wao willln& to oon­

eul t other nations upon wae the 4ev1 e1ng of ~etbode for 

tho treeing ot reatr1ot1ona upon trade between nation• 

an4 tbe moat effect1•e canner of proeotlag an opportunity 



-9-

for al l nations t o participate in the pr ocesses of world 
trade oo a basi s of equality of treatment. 

In concluding this part of our conver sation I said 
to the Ambassador that it seemed to me excepti onally 
important t hat there be not the shadow of misapprehene i on 
on the part of the Brit ish Foreign Off ice of the attitude 
of this Government nor as to the li.mi ts of activity be­
yond which t his Government could not and would not go . 
I said that I appreciated and I was sure the President 
and t he Secret ary of State woul d appr eciate the particu­
larly friendly nature of Lord Halifax ' s message but t hat 
I wished t o assure myself that the precise position of 
this Government was clearly understood by Lord Halifax. 
The Ambassador repeated that if there was any misappre­
hension it was undoubtedly due to the way in which hie 
earlier t elegram to Lord Halifax bad been worded and 
tha t he would see that there wa s no further mi~nderetand­
i ng even with r egard • to the ebading or interpretation• 

of words. 

The Amba ssador then spent a abort t ime i n d i scuss­
ing the situation with regard to the incidents which bad 
arisen in connecti on with Oanton Island and the other 
Pacific i slands. He said that be bad just received a 

cable which be would communicate to the Department in 



-lo-

writing tocl&y Indicating that tile Bzltllb propooalo would 

be =a4e in the t .. l41ate future eo aa to pro•ld.e a aolu­

tlon ot tble 4itl1culty. I &8ke4 when tb111 propol&la 

were expect64 an4 he u.id that be 414 not know and. that 

any delay that a1sht ensue •oul4 be 4ut eolely to ;be 

tntranelgont att1tudt ot the Auatrall&n and New Zealand 

oovernoente. He told oe tha~ ho had aoted aa qui ckly 

as he poeaibly could in c~unlcatlng w1\b tbt Oo•eroor 

of Fij i 10 &I tO &TOld tbe p0111bll1ty ot ADY pbyelcal 

41tf1culty wbtD tbe A&er1can colonlate arr1Ye4 at the 

lalandJ ancl tbat b o tbougl>t be bad aot..S juot 1n tt.oe 

but that one nner knew what Je:• Zeal.&ndere atcn~ do 

when oontronto4 witb a aituattoo ot tbll character . 

0 S'I:IJ 
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THf UHDflt SfCR!fTARY Or STAT£ 

WASHIHCTON 

ll.arch 9, 1938. 

Wy dear ll.r. Preeident: 

With ra!erenoe to my letter to you of 

yeet erday 1 e date, I enoloae a further 

oecret memorand~~ given ~e by the Brit1eh 

Amhaeeador yesterday afternoon. Tbi e 

aeMorand~ relatea to the con•eraatlon had 

•itb Hitler by the Br1t1ab Aabaaaador in 

Berlin on ll.arcb 3. The converaation .auld 

aeem to have been hi y uneatiataotory. 

Believe me 

Enclosure: 
Seoret memo­
randum. 

f he President, 

The White Houee. 

T3ly yours, 

• 



Oral account or e oonvereat1on on Yaroh ~rd between 
Sir N. Henderaon and Herr Hitler at which Herr von 

R1bbentrop waa preaent. The latter ia coming to 

London tor two or three daya th1 o week when Lord 

Halifax will h&Ye a oonYeraat1on with him. 

--------o--------

Herr Hitler waa in an excitable cood and apoke 

at eome length on bla favourit e topics of bolohev1o~ 

and 1noltelllente ot the tore1gn preaa particularly 

Brltiah. On the malo point under diecuaalon h1a 

attitude Ill&)' be auaarlud ao followa. 

He doubted whether the Colonial queat1on was 

yet ripe tor solution 1n view ot the t act that 

Parle and London had set themoelvea too otrongly 

against a return ot Gemany 1o former Colon1eo and 

cono1dered therefore that a oettlemont might have to 

wait acme ;,resra. He would send a written communication 

later 1n reply to the eound1nga which Sir 11. Henderson 

made With the obJect or t1nd1ng out on what line a 

aolution of the Colonial quaat1on alght eventually 

be poes1ble, 

Aa regard• Cen t ral Europe Herr Hitler adopted 

an uncoiiJ)roaia1ng, indeed a Yehe•ent attitude, 

Oerman:r he aald would not allow third partiu to 

interf ere ln the aettlement ot her relationahlpo with 

Countries or the oame nationality or Countr1ea with 

large German population•. He went ao far aa to aocuae 

the 



the rrenoh an.d Bri 1hb GoYernaente or 4e11berate nepe 

to epre&d obetruotton or hia peacefUl endeavour 

to eeou:re alleviation torq:Jprte..:S. OtrMnt in Alletrla. 

0tN&A1 he e&14 would have c.o intervene lt 0tl"'l((ll:t 

were oppreaae4 14 C-en.cral Europe. She ooulcl not 

rea&ln ntutr~ 1! the~• •ere internal exploa1one 

1n Auatrla or C~•cho-SloYakla. It wae ln order to 

avotd auoh an exploalon in Auetrla that th• Berohtee­

caden agreement ~d been concluded and lt the Auetr1an 

OOvernaent carried out their unAertaklnge the tormor 

dirtlcultlee might now be r esarded "' r .. ove4 . In 

Cteoho-alov&kla Germans cue t be guaranteed autonomy 

ln cultural and otner mattere to which they were 

entitled 1n order thAt a aatletaotory eolutlon alght 

be reached. 

Aa regarct.. t~e llm.ltatlon ot a,...,.ente the 

Chancellor ulntalned tha; Hie KaJeety1 e Oovernaent 

would have to bes-1n a.nr dhcuellone with J\uul&j 

O.r:aa.ny waa not t.ra.i.no ag:ainet t:ncland and &nT ..,., 

l1altat1on waa 1A eaaenc.lala dependent on Soviet 

A.uaela, Whlch wu 1n MY cue a count,.,. which ooulcl 

not be truated to kbep lte treatr ens~ .. rnte. 

Kerr Hitler rererred to a r ecent epeeoh by Voroenllott 

pla1nly announcing tb~l SOviet torcee would aake 

ruth1111 uee or polaon gas: and tho Chancellor 

a4dt4, when aelc:$4 tor hle vln r egar4l.ns proh1'bitlon 

or a,u~ 'bom'blng. that he bad long aade known hie 

attltu4e on thAt quurton and co\ll.4 onl-7 add. tb&t 
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1! the SOT1et Uftton were today 'o declare tbtlr 

r oadinett to refrain !roc uae of polton gat boabt 

it •ould be lcpoatlbl t to place any taltb lo eucb 

a declaration . 

ate W.jeaty' • A&baaaa4or or courae 

correote4 the Onanoellor•• tnaceur•cle• and 

proteatld etronslr asetntt h1e falae 1ot1nuatlont. 

Tbe pro~aed wrl~ten co.auntcatlon a.. DOt 71t 

been rece1Ye4. 
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lly deaz llr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE 
WA8HINQTON 

llazch 16, 1938. 

I have just received from the British 

Ambassador a message from hi s Government of 
which I am enclosing a copy herewith. You 

will note that the time and method of accord-
ing recognition to the absorption of Austria 

i nto the German Reich is now under considera-

tion by the Bri t1 ab Government and that the 

Ambassador will receive a further telegram 

on thie point. 

Believe me 

fait 

Enclosure. 

The President 

The White Houee. 



c 0 p y 

In a speeoh whioh Lord Halifax is making in 
the House of Lords this afternoon the f ollowing 
passage will ooour. 

1His UaJesty'e Government are therefore 
bound to reoogn1se that the Austrian 
State hae now been abolished as an inter­
national entity and 11 1n prooess of be­
ing completely absorbed into the German 
Reioh . They do so indeed without waiting 
tor the plebisoite, the reeult of which, 
in view of the oiroumetenoee in wh1oh it 
il going to be held, il a foregone oon­

olusion.• 

Thil statement t orsshadowe the intention of 
!is UaJesty 1 e Government in the United Kingdom to 
r eoogniee the fait accompli of the absorption of 

Austria in the German Reioh. They are oonsider1ng 
the t ime and method ot aooord1ng recognition and a 
further telegram on this point il awaited. 

March 16th, 1938. 



Ky dear Kr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF BTATE 
WABHINQTON 

Karch 16, 1938. 

With reference to our telephone conversation this 

morning, I am enclosing a copy of the memorandum of a 

talk I had w1 th tba Gerlll&ll Ambauador on llaroh 14. 

I aleo enclose a copy of the memorandum of a con­

versation I bad wi t h the Canadian llinister yeeterday -which I believe you wil l find of interest. The ll inia­

ter ' s i nterpret ation of the attitude of public opinion 

i.n Canada and of hie own Government with r egard to any 

policy which may be undertaken by the Britieb Govern­

ment now in connecti on with Central European problema 

ia, I think, significant. 

Believe me 

Enclosures. 

The Pres1dent, 

The White Bouse. 



SUBJECT: 

COPT 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

M~moronJum of Conversation 

Recent events in Austria. 

DA-rt::llarcb u, 193S. 

PARTICIPANTS: Tbe German Ambassador, Herr Bane Heinrich Dieckbcff; 
The Under Secretary. 

COPIES TO: 

... ..,_ .• 
The Ger111an Ambassador cue in to eee me this even­

ing illllllediately after leaving the Secretary of State. 
Tbe Ambassador told me t hat be bad handed to the Secretary 
in ita German text a f ormal co111111unication b.e bad been 
inatruoted by hie Government to make to the Government 
of the United Statee quoting the texts of a Geri!IBn decree 
and of an Auatrian decree promulgated yeaterday declar­
in8 the union of Auatria with tbe Oerman Reioh. Tba 
Alllbaeaador remarked that tbeee texta bad been publiahed 
by the preaa here and that be euppoaed I had aeen them. 
I aaid that I bad and that I thougllt they alao bad been 
telegraphed to the Department by our mieeiona in Barlin 
and in Vienna. I asked the Alllbaaeador if there waa 



- 2-

anything further in the ooJDunication be bad deliTered 
to tbie Go•ernment other than tbe text of tbeae two 
decreea and be aaid merely the further statement that 
the Austrian Legation and the Auatrian Consulates in 
the United State• bad been instructed to turn over their 
archive• and to subordinate tbemeelves to the German 
hbaBBy in Washington and to the nearest German consular 
offioere. I made no comment. 

The Alabaesador eened to find my failure to malta 
any further J:amark eomewbat exaeperating and he gave 
me the ispreesion of laboring under a Tery considerable 
degree of narToua excitement and tension . Re then broke 
out with tbe remark 1 Tbil ie a great day, a wonderful 
day, for Germany•. I again made ne comment. 

Kr. Dieokboff then embarked upon a tirade wbiob 
laltad certainly for ten minutes and wbiob, in view of 
bia usually extremely oourteoua and pleaeant manner and 
in view of tbe fifteen yeare I baTe known bia and baTe 
malntai.nad extremely friendly peuona1 ralationa with 
bim, atruok me a1 all tbe mora eatraordinary. Re com­
menced with tbe aeaertion that no matter what Germany 
did, tba rest of tbe world was always ready to inveigh 
aga.inet bar, to quution bar good fai tb, to malign and 
maliciouely to milintarprat ber aotione and her purposes, 
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and that the present IDO!Ilent waa another exaa~ple of that 
phenomenon. He aaid Austria baa always desired an 
Ansohluse with Germany, and both the Weimar end the 
Austrian constitutions provided for such amalgamation. 
Only t hrougb the inequity of the Versailles and the 
Saint-Germain treaties, said the Ambassador, was such a 
uni on made la~possible at the end of the World War. Be 
continued, saying that it was now evident to the whole 
world that the Austrian people unanimously desired to 
become an integral part of the German Reich. 

At that point I interjected and said that so far 
as the impression of the world was concerned, it would 
see111 to me that the i~ression created had been that 
the Austrian people had not been given an opportunity 
of determining that question and that the use of physi­
cal force must necessarily be oonaidered ae having ob­
scured any ooneidered and expreaaed determination by 
the Austrian people of what they t hemselves desired. 

The Ambaaeador then went on to exclaim, 'If you 
were in Vienna today you would not feel that way. You 
would see for youreelf tbat every Auetrian wishee t o 
become a oithen of the German Reioh1 • To thie I ude 
no comment. 

The Ambaeeador then continued by etating, 1 .\nd if 



the Austriana are not permitted to have a plebiscite, 
that would be nothing new. You will remember that when 
the f rench occupied Aleaoe and Lorraine after the World 
War , Poincare announced that the mere manner in which 
fr ench troops had been r eceived by the populace in those 
two provinces was sufficient proof that the citi zens of 
Alsace and of Lorraine desired to become Frenchmen once 
more•. At this point I mentioned that i t seemed to me 
that the precedent selected by the Ambassador was not a 
singularly happy one. 

The Ambassador then went on to revile the press in 
the United States. He said that the news columna and 
the editorial& in all of the American newspapers were 
filled with calumny end lisa and that no effort was 
ever made to treat Germany or German policy objectively 
or even to deal with the issues in an iarpartial manner. 

I r eminded the Ambassador that we had had many 
conversations in the past months on the subject of the 
r elations between our two countries and on the subj ect 
of t he press , both in the Uni ted Statee and in Germany. 
I r eminded him t hat it wae absolutely iarpoeeible for the 
pr ess or the people of the United Btatee to take a dis­
paaei onate point of view with regard t o certain oocur­
renoee which had taken place during recent years in 
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Germany. I s t ated to hiM that there was inst inct in 
the spir it of every American citizen two great princi­
ples upon which the Uni ted Statee had been founded and 
had grown to its present stature. I said these two 
principles were the freedoM of religious worshi p and 
the right o! f r ee speech and o! a free press. I told 
the Ambassador that, as I had said to him frequently, so 
long as there were very great elements in our population 
who saw the members of their own r ace or of their own 
religion i n Germany depriYed o! these rights which were 
considered fundaMental by every American cit izen, that 
prejudice would persist and I wae sure that with hie 
knowl edge o! hUMan nature and wi th hie long acquaintance 
with this country, he MUst realize that that was the !act. 

The Ambassador t hen remarked, "But the Jews her e 
are only a small proportion o! your population. Why 
should you permit them to dominate the press and to 
dOminate public opinion? • 

I replied th.at while t he Jewish element 1n the 
populati on of the United States wae, aa he said, only a 
small percentage of our t otal populati on , never theless, 
the people of the United States felt that that element 
among them was as much a part of the United States as 
any other element of the population; that we felt they 
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had contributed greatly to the progress and to tbe well­
being of the nation; and that while I could under no 
conditions accept t he Ambassador' s statement that our 
press or our public opinion was dominated by t he Jewish 
element in our population, nevertheless, in view of t he 
fact t hat most Americana bad Jewish fr iends whom they 
regarded b.igb.ly and whom t hey admired as fellow .oi t1 zens, 
t he feelings and t be sufferings of t his part of our 
people very naturally necessarily bad i ts effect upon 
the views and sentiments of t he non- Jewish part of our 
population. I reminded the Ambassador in aa much aa he 
was undertaking to disaeot the component parte of public 
opinion in the United States, that the members of other 
oburohes, both Oatholio and Protestant , f elt quite as 
strongly with regard to the two principles I had men­
tioned ae the Jewi sh element in the united States . 

I r eminded th~ Ambassador that in previous conver­
sations I had told him o! 110' own early fri endships in 
Germany and of the great benefits I ae an individual 
bad received from tboee friendehi pe, and of t he oul tural 
benefits I bad been privileged to obtain from Germany, 
and tb.a.t therefore be knew t hat as an individual I wae 
far fr om prejudiced and bad always endeavored to aee 
both eidea t o the German contention ainoe the •ar and 
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had fully e,pprec1ated. tba fact that 1n their dealings 
with Gerow>y d.ur 1ng tbe put twenty yeare 1nluet1ceo 
hod been co=ltted by other powers which I ha<l always 
hoped. would a011e dey be righted through peaceful and. 
reaeonable negotiat tona aucb ae those wbtcQ ltreaeaann 
had endea•ored to undertake. I atated, howev er, that 
In view Of b!a laiOwledge of tbe A:aerican people and of 
the way ln which public opinion 1n the United Statal re­
acted, the A=!ba .. adcr would. real1U that the teel1ng 
now ox1st1ng on tbe part of eo large a proportion of 
our population would be >'ery greatly 1nteno1t led 1t new 
acta ot r epression and peraeoution were undertaken by 
tbe Oerman author 1 tlee ngo1nat Auetr lan c l tlzens be­
co.uae o! tbe latter • o rel1g1oue bell eta. 

The Ambaaaador conolude4 our converaation by atat­
tng in the moat vehement manner that the Oerman Qovern­
aent aa a reault ot ita experience wlth tbe Aaerican 
preaa durtns the past yeare from which i t had never r e­
oe1Ye<l o.nytblng except aol1gcaot an<! aal1c1oua treat­
ment woul<l not be greatly oonoernod by any 1ntenalfica­
tiou o! tbat feeling on the part of the preee 1n thia 
country. 

S.l'. 



Karch 17, 1938. 

Froa the President 
Memo for Under Sec . of State And Chief of Naval Operations 

psP 

In re- having American destroyer in Samana Bay on Mar . 18th 
to 23rd, Wben German battleship will vi s it it . 

SEE- -Navy f older-DrAwer 1- - 1938 
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My dear Mr. President : 

1 -r-: 1J 
.) 

DEPARTMENT OF" BTATE 
WASH INGTO N 

March 18, 1938. 

I reoeived yesterday a letter from Oswaldo Aranha, 

who, as you know, assumed office as Brazilian Foreign 

Minister on March 15. I am s ending you a translation 

or the letter in the belief that Aranha's estimate or 

the present situation in Brazil and his forecas t or t he 

futur e may be or interest to you. 

Believe me 

The President, 

The Wh1 te House. 
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[TRANSLATION) 

Ri o de Janeiro, Maroh 9, 1938. 

friend Sumner Welles: 

I proMiaed t o write you a letter when we departed , 

alread7 three long months ago. I did not w1eh, howeYer, 

to take up your ti .. , whioh I know to be oonetantly occu­

pied, with YagUe and uncertain impressione. I haYe spent 

this time in etudying and obaerYing the lite or my country 

and today I can epeak to you u to myeelt, and with a full. 

acquaintance with the -attar. 

I . I ehall not return to Waehington, tor obYioua 

reaeou. I am certain that rq great friend will apprOYe or 

thie deciaion. I conteee to you, howeYer, that all my 

wiehea and al.eo those or -r tamily were to return to 

Waehington, where we had an inetruothe, pleuant and 

happy etay. 

M7 preeenoe, howaYar, beoa•• neoeeeary i n Bra~il. 

I long tor nothing more than to return to 11ve again 

with the American people and in i t s country, which gave 

me only pleasures, honors, tr1snde and very enJoyable 

memorise . 

II. My place there will be taken by Ambaeeador 

Pimentel Brandio, at present Minieter ot Foreign Atta1ra. 

He need1 no introduction. Hia work at the Itamaraty 1a 

a recommendation. Hie fidelity to Bra~11 1 1 traditional 

policy, h11 devotion to the ideal• whi ch our two countriee 

are 
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are spreading over the Continent in brotherly fashion 

by the practi ce or neighbor liness and over the world by 

the love or peace, the oontidenoe which he places in the 

head or the government, hie intelligence and hie culture 

accredit him ae the one among ue moat indicated to repre­

s ent ue in Washington. I reel certain that hie mission 

will be trui ttul and happy. 

III. The political situation or my country can 

easily be summarized between two triende in a few words. 

The Brazilian people continues to be absolutely the 

eame, maintaining ite democratic and liberal lite and 

traditione unchanged. 

Democracy ie not a government, a law or a oonetitution: 

it is a praotioe. This ie the reaeon tor which there exist 

in the world monarchies that are considered demooratio and 

liberal and republica that are true autocracies. The forme 

or government are sometimes, and most or the time, mere 

outward show or even temporary neoees1t1ee, which 1n no 

wise change t he reeling, the epirit, the t endency and the 

lite or peoples. 

Brazil was alwaye democratic, whether under the Empire 

or under the Republ i c, beoauee her people, since Independence, 

have not understood and will not be able to understand any 

other way or living. 

The present government wee neceesit ated by the cir­

cumatancee and oonetituted, under the ehook produced by the 

military-



military-Communist coup ot 1935 and the subsequent politi­

c&! anarchy, threatening a civil war ot classes and !actions, 

not only the most peaceful solution, but the most popular 

one. It was the only one capable ot maintaining the publio 

order, administrative and political, material and moral , 

ot the country. 

President Vargas did everything to f avor settlement by 

elections, encountering, unfortunately, immovable obstacles 

in the aggressive and distrubing stubbornness ot the re­

gional political !actions, their leaders and candidatee, 

The people, as I have been able to verity, chose, in 

the torm ot a quasi-plebiscite, the present solution, 

not only because ot the assurance ot order which the figure 

ot the President gave them, but also because, beyond doubt, 

this was the only way to avoid bloody combats and gat rid 

ot the extremist tendenci es, both toward the lett and 

toward the right, that bad become numerous in t he country 

under the shadow ot the presidential campaign. 

The attitude ot the people, preferring the middle ot 

the road, was wise and prudent, and the baels tor eats­

guarding the country against 8 serious social subversion 

is to promote a new stage ot constructive and serene 

continuity , which is the work ot the present government. 

The truth 18, my friend, that under the Vargas admin­

istration no other regime except a liberal one is possible. 

All 



All hie life he hae been a noble example of tolerance in 
power. Hie authority baa alwara been exerted within the 
broadest disoueeion of general and even individual 
interests. He does not do, or allow &n7thing to be don,, 
without open consideration and general debate of the 
problema that he muet or that he wiehes to solve. Hie 
presidency, formerly and now, was and ia the exerc18e of 
a rule or moderation, prudence and generosity. 

These were the reasons for the people's choice, 
understood and supported by t he organized classes, civil 
and m.1li tary, and which he accepted as one more eacrit1ce, 
since power has •no pereonal attractions tor him. Hie 
clearsightedneee , his lack or •personalism• in the exer­
cise or government, hil impersonality in the treatment 
of men and of the public interests are, added to his 
private virtue• , the firmest foundations tor hie prestige 
among the people. He does not exercise power tor h1meelt 
or hie family , nor tor a group, and still lese for a 
taction, party or section ot tbe country. 

The government ie, in h.ie hande, an instrument or the 
people and or the common weal. 

Ite continuation wae, then, a neceaeity tor the whole 
country. And it should be understood ae auch by the triendl 
ot Brazil. 

IV. You know well, m:r good friend, ft11 ideals, m:r 
eentimente 
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untlmente and political point.• ot view. Your friendship 
ie one or the beet and moa t comforting aoquiaitione or mJ 
public lite. so I am epeaking to you with the responei­
b1li ty which thle oontident1al intima.oy impoeee 1n our 
personal relatione. 

I can therefore aaeure you that the present solution 
was, it may be ea1d, providential ror ~ country. The 
people ia living demooratioelly, dieoueeing and deciding 
on its deetin1ee under a government that wiehee only the 
general welfare. 

The Government hae only centralized thoee powers 
the diepere~on ot which was eubverting the very baeee 
ot national unity and or tbe democratic and federative 
inetltutlone at Brazil, Without, however, abol18hing the 
popular and looal toundatione or the traditional liberal 
organization ot the country. 

The new Conetitution hae preeerved repreeentation, 
federation, the republican form, the three powers and the 
temporary character or mandatee. There are eome ex&ggera­
tione in it which time, the people or tbe government 
iteelt will finally amend or adjuet. But, ~ friend, 
what people ie there that, being obliged to reoaet 1te 
basi o law in thie period, Will not etray into exaggera­
tion• and errore? 

The preeent era ~ one ot economic, political, social 
and~en universal ruin. Did not the American Oonetitution, 

the 



the work of brilliant men, maintain slavery, paying 
t ribute to ita epoch, and yet being the moat advanced and 
liberal, aemt-prophetic, political structure ot ita time? 
Did not the 1 fathers of the country• fail to include the 
chapter •on individual rights• that ie nowadays rightly 
considered the 1 heart of the Constitution•? 

The Bra~ilian plan, in ~ opinion, shows certain 
anachronisms. They will, however, be corrected, as were 
the American ones, and more peacefully, beca use the 
Bra~iliane are not obetlnate, but rather willing to l earn 
and correct. 

v. So my dear friend and hie Government may trust 
in the new order of thlnge created 1n Bra~11. It will 
not lag behind in the striving tor order, peace and the 
happineea of peoples and will continue to be the moat 
friendly, the moat loyal and the moat disinterested of 
the brothers of the American Union. 

VI. I shall go to the I tamaraty within a abort time, 
thus fulfilling ~ duty ot collaborating with the govern­
ment of my country and doing everything to aid the fruit­
ful and patient work ot national reorgani~ation begun b.r 
~ Preeldent and ~ friend. I believe, beeidee, t hat in 
that way I can beet serve the union and friendship ot our 
two countries , the baeee ot continental prosperity and 
peace. 

I 
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I have r eason, aa hAs Prea l dent Vargas, tor truettng 

i n your moat inti mate and personal eoope••atlon w1 th me and 

my count ry . I know that tbe a.ttl tud.e or PJ•eeldent Roosevelt 

and Secr etary Hull , whose noble plans I know and admire, 

w111 be no di f f erent, and I hope to be or service 1n my 

new posi t i on, ne I succeeded i n do1ng i n Washington. 

Ambassador Cattery hRs a~r eady given i nnumer able e vi­

dences t hAt he wil l b e a guarantor of t~t wor k to be 

completed. 

VII. I aak you to r eceive my r egards a nd to present 

them t o your coll eagues; I send them l n pa~tl cular to 

s ecretary Cordell Hull, to whom I am goi ng to write . As 

ev idence or the l iking ot my wl t e a nd ~ye elt, incl uding 

Mr a . Well es al so, I am, 

Your friend trom t he bear t , 

Oa waldo Ara.nha . 
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Ky dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT 0 I' eTATE 

WAeHINQTON 

March 21, 1938, 

I have read Mr. Blum' a letter. I see no reason 

why you should write him again since, as you indicate 

in your memorandum to me, the letter you have now re­

ceived is in response to the letter you wrote him. 

You may have seen the cable which came in Saturday 

from our Charge d' Affaires in Paris informing us that 

Mr. Blum, who had been planning to undertake his trip 

to the United Statee as a private citizen, is now won­

dering whether this visit should be made if he is still 

Prime Minister at the time he had arranged to visit this 

country. Personally, I think he should come, whether as 

Prime Minister or as a private citizen, for I feel the 

general effeot of the visit would be deairable. If you 

yourself feel this way, perhaps you will let me know be­

fore you leave Washington since I think our Embassy in 

Paris ought to be advised 

Believe me 

The Preaident , 

The Whits House. 

l3t •A. Y'W/i) ....! .-<.<rV ' ( ._ 1 N\ 

....t. t. • ;!t ~-"'VtV,. -u v I , ld.L 

feeling in this regard. 

I t.. r v l..)c<:J 
/. (.. _() ..._.- ~ - /f ..3[;,)' 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHI NGTON 

J April lB, 1939. 

My dear Kr. President: 

With reference to our telephone conver­

sation o! this morning, I am enclosing here­

with for your consideration a suggestion of 

what you might wish to say at your press con­

ference tomorrow with regard to the British­

Italian Agreement . 

I have spoken on the telephone to the 

Secretary and he is in accord with the gen­

eral lines of this e 

Believe me 

Enclosure. 

The President, 

The 'lrhi te House. 

a1 thtully yours, 



TI-IC WtoiiTC: M0U8C: 

WA.aHI .. OTON 

I !:.An JUt r-..1 Ual1tu:'• c(l;;:JJ.nic:lHo~ 

to lc=.M!S¥•'"41.:<4 I ' ' .o•t tl .. la.tt pua.;;raph MO-di 

J . 1) • • • 
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THl UHOC,R SE.CRtTA"Y or STAT[ 

WASHINGTOH 

Aprll 21, l93S . 

~Y dear Mr. President: 

Thank you tor lettlng me read th1a let­

ter t~om Ur. Bowers. I have round 1t extremely 

1ntereat1ng. In accordance with your requeat , 

I $A returning l t herewith. 

Believe ae 

Enclosure. 

The Preatdent , 

Tbe 'llb1te House . 

T 
(,1 ,, 

f• 



• THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

"'NOMGUM roR 

til& UIDER I!:ORE!Am or B!A'R 

r. D. a. 

Letter from Ambassador sower s 
dated April 11, 1938. 



Memo tram SUmner Well•a 
to the Preaident 

Aprll 112, 19118 

Attaohas D'.emo trom Hugh Wj leon 
in r e hia eonverftat1on with Reich 
o1n1ator ot propaganda Dr . Ooebbola 

SBB-- Geroany roldor-Drawor 11--19118 



Memo sent from Welles to President 

in re- Radio Conventions , Habana Conf. 1937 

was sent by Pres . to McNinch, April 26, 1938 

SEE--McNinch- Gen corres-Drawer 2--1938 



THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 'I 

WUl roa qe•lr to M abe•t 

thll befOPI I 1•••' 

r. D. L 

Letter addressed t o Ambassador aull1tt 

from Farr1o 1n r e Larkin, t he Forei gn 

Buildi ngs Chief . 

DZCLASf· tF mD 
lly Deputy Arc..lll v 1 • Q! th U.s. 

lly 1. J . Stewart Dau MAR G 1972 



( -- THE WHITE HOUSE 
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&prU H , lt~. 

lll>WIWIIIIJII roa 
till 11111>£11 IIEOI\IV.Ia ot t 1'.o\!E 
1111 OIIIIP or -...non 

111Lat S.a TOW rr .. a&IIOII-.W'II·tl.oa 

la ............ -.l.He&l 

' · D. A. 



St£lctly s nt tt..t.... 

Dear Ur. Pree1dent: 

Ol"A"1MIJtT 0' ITATC 
W.t.I" INOTO" 

Apr1l a?, 1838 

lnforoal negot1at1ona are now ta:nn ~laee ln 
London to 4eto~ne Whether now l1o1tt, anA 1t to ~~~ 
limite, ah&ll ba pl~oed on the lito nnd arc~ent ot 
capital a.~ll,pt, to t~• the place of the ol4 l!..O!tt pro­
vided 1n tnt London IJ'roaty 1:-oo ~1c!'l wo dopa.rte.1 latt 
month through aoo~~tion . ?hoee negot 1nt1one b4ve now 
reac:hel! & ttago where turt.t,er lnttructlont are neoetu .. -y. 

I a:~ 1n.tomed. that the l'iavy ttepe.rtno~t favors our 
otMdl.ng on tho poaltlon t:'lat thoro should be no now 
11:11. te aet ror ca,.ui tal thlps, an that even tho~ we 
Lo not .tor the co:::ent d.ot1re to build for ouraelvee 
ehlpa greater th~~ approxlcately 4& ,000 tone, with 
1& lneh suno, we ahoul4 be f ree to b'-.JUd for ouratlvoa 
&hipa or any et~e an4 aroo=ent to au!t our needs AI 
clro~stoncee deoand. 

Uoreover , 

Tho P:realdent , 

!he Wb..1 ~~ Houao . 

' 



, 
Uoro-oTtr , we are oonl14trlns tho a!'lf)roval or a oon­

craot between tho Sovi et Government an4 prlvate American 

eh1pbu.1lderG tor a OIJ)ltal ahlp ot over &2,000 tone and 

cun• or 18 1nchea. This co\11.4 onl)' bo bu..ll~ 1n the 

Un1to4 States under ~e teret ot the e%1a;1ng Treat7 1t 

•• 4eol1nt h.ncc:orth either to lit M'l l1.:2ltt whataoe•er 

ln the capital llhip cateJl'Qry4 or 1t' •• ttt the:a at a 

f1Q'\U"t not lett than 62,000 tone and 18 !nob rune. 

I ventu.re to tNba1t cer:atn "''one, o..~eny o.r • 

pol1Ucal character, w!\,T I fttl 1 t woul' ~ aounet our 

true 1ntereete to adopt either ot' the alttrnatlvet aon­

t1ono4 above . 

(l) Tho present Treaty prov14tl that Attor oecale­

Uon •tho lllgh Oontr o.ctlns Partlet thall tho1·oupon c.on­

tUlt together 4nd onden.vor to reach 0.1'1 a.groe.cent w-lth a 

•tow to reducing to a mlnlmuo the extent ot tho departures 

trhlch m1.7 be Dade. • .l strict obJtrvanot ot the TreAtY. 

Ct~A1nl7 1n ep1r1t 1t not in letter, woUld call ro~ 

the eettlnc or ne• 11a1tt aa near to ~ old l1~te .. 

woUld 1U1 t our own needa. 

(2) It would be a alet~t tor ua to •~roYt tbe 

conatruot1on 1n the On!to~ Btatta tor a torel~ power 

ot a new tno or lhip which , 1t copltd by othcra . alght 

ron4er al1 e.x1et1n.g ca;1 tal thlp1 obeolete . T'b.it ..ou.ld 

be 



be ~rrenderlna ~~~ advon~aro or our ~rcaen~ nu.or1oal 
auporlorl ty ln capital al\1pa, an~ would not onl7 start 

a new rtee ln carnal lhlp• !'!"'Oi. 1ora~cb, but. would f1.ve 
a creator lnoont!.vo to bnUd ent1rely new tTP•• or voe•tl• · 
It 11 ac;a.ln1t the 1.ntere1t1 or the uronger nft.v&l poye:o& 

to enco~l!,f,'e t."-• deYtlo,a~t or n•• tTr••· 
(3) ShOuld YO perai~ t~e conatruot1on ror the Sov1eta 

ot a t.'t1p ot the new type conte::zplated Japttn ..ould ,robobly 
concentrate .,. .tr.a; u• tAt reaen:Mtnt a:·.- bat t.!.!~rto 

d1.rto\e4 o;a.1nl7 a.,-a.lnet t.1e Br1tUh . 

(4 ) As the Sovle~ AUt:1or1 t111 1ntoro ua t~lAt t::lt 

ehlp tn ~uea•1on wou!4 ~~ baa~ on Vlad!voatok, ltl 
oonatructlon light even onoour~t Ja'an to attack and 
c llJ)turo Vla4.1voatolc betoz-. the oo11plet1on or t:1e ahlp. 

eo u to .:-revent 1: btU!~ baaed on a port IU.tt1e1enU)' 

near to th...,..attn J4Pan . 

(6 ) It woul4 al~oGt ccrtalnty onoour~ 1 Oor.oeny, 

11hl.c.'l 1& r tporttd ttl bt rtath·e un .er t1:.e ti&TJl ':"reaty 

"1th Great Br1ta.1n, to 1nvoke Ue eacal.ator olauae 1n 
a rdor to count.orbal.:mco Sov1ot OOilatructlon W1 th new 
'tTP•• speo1&ll7 ao:!tK to he.r n.ee4t. 

(6) lt .oul4 proc1pl~ate a now navel raoo ln ~~~• 
Jult at ~ ao:ont ~ten ~'' 8r1t1ah have tho European nnvAl 
e1tuat1on PN"tt7 well ln l".al\4 vit... t.:e1r r.C6."'lt wcctu 
1n ~rsu..Un1 I tal7 to adhoro to tt.t Lont.on naval 'l'reaty 

•• 



u part or tile sonoral Antrlo- Italh.n *ST'Oo:&.,nt . A new 
na ... al race allht well be followed w1. th rentwt<\ J)Olltlctl 
trlcUon, ror wMch •• a.'uN14 be 1n part r .. ,.onU'blt. 

All theee dlttloult1ee could bt avo1aoc by our ~~~­
l.nro to a. l1o.1 t o! 4 5,000 ton.s end 1e lneh gurta, - tl.gu.rtl 
whlo.\ al"e hlghtr ~ 4talre4 by tht Br1 thh and ~nch. 
but ~1oh would ~eet our ~re1ent oonetruotlon noeda ond 
Qllltary plant . It clrc~ttancea tlter and a new eltus­
Uon arleea L.o.a\ gl·ua \U c-o!teern, " ca.."\ alYa:tl pJ"Oteot 
o~ttlvoa by a teoon4 ttoalatlon , By pera1tt1ns ~er1oan 
ahlpbuUd.ere to eonetruct aeveral ti'U"::e ot t hlt alu tor 
the SoYlet GoTtrno~~t. lnttta! o: one o: 62.000 \one, we 
would rt~ many c~orolal ~~d ool1t1oal ad ... antases , 
wHhot.~t oreat1ns a new ttpt which 110uld be or no d!s­
cernlble ad ... onhgt ':o ut. t.n4 whlo.h. woul4 ln all probe,.. 
bll1t7 haYe untortunatt polltloal repercuaelona both 1n 
E'ur~t and ln the Far Ealt. 

I e~c~oae, aa or peeatblt 1Aterea~. ~ Al4t U~1rt 
tro= the Brltlah Eabaaey Which~ .. recently been r eee1 ... td. 
Tho only now point i t found ln tho laat sentence , whe~ 
the q eat1on 11 aa4t that a na•al ot'tlc.er bt eent to 
~ndon tor tho porlod or t~e eeoalat1on 4\eouae1ona. 
Tho ouggeet1on would 1eem to have 11ttle oer lt •• tho 
deotalon ~uat bt aada here tn WaablnFt~n. 

I 



I rotpeo ttully requo1~ an o~rete1on of your w1ehet 

.. N ..... . ~~~:ft r~~ 

i.ncl oture : 

.U( t t:t-:o1re. 
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Wl \ b ... rareftM \ o \lie "eao.elat.or• 

c11aouaa1ona DOW proo...Uaa la l.oDO.oD \Lftd.er 

Ar tlo1o 86 ot , ... LoncloD Kna1 ,....,.,1 o r 11136, 

Bi o llaJoo\t '• oon r - n\ 1a \IM 11n1\oG - l naelooo 

npl'd ll • • .aoa\ l .... rt.an\ \1 reach I IJ'HMn\ 

OD new 11~\a\lo .. wl \ b •• 11 \ \la del., •• 

tJai \ ed 1 \ataa OonrDMa \ . ,.. ln aa.. 4oullt • • t o 

ArU o1o 16 ( I ) eJ: \loo ltH Troo\f \loo lnureo\ o4 

Powen are '-cKlftd "- andeaftv..r to ,...o~ a~.aent 

oo now l1aUo tor ·~-._ .. .., ( o ) C.pUal llhlpo , 

aDd 1\ • •• olaarl1 \be l n\antlon or \ bt r reatt 
U>a\ \looro oho• l <l lloo DOW 11101 h U poooll>1o . 1n 

\M l j)la loa at il i a lleJeat7'• OOYe r r•a\ 1t 1a 110a t 

laporUD\ tor po1U1oal ancl oliMr roooono \ba\ 

- 11101\ oilou14 1M t1,... ••• oncl 1\ - \ o 

, .... oaalrattle , •klla •••J.41a& &ftl e.aoeaat .. 
1aoreaM, \0 tla 1 llai \ at .uob a l aYa l \be\ re­

•-laUoa 1o 1Ull1ke~ \o 1M N qu l ro4 O&oln 1a , ... 

C.p1 \ol tAUpo oo\o .. 1'7 4llr1ac \IM por1o4 ot \loa 

ot q,..ll\o\1 .. 11101\o\loD \a •IUoll \be la\ oreo\od 

Poworo ,.,. _ ,\04 loT \M ooaolu ioa ot \he 

TNO\J wl\b \he hll 1<,..1o410 \M\ .lop011 ...,..14 

\ 

Tllio oro\_, oo \be Un1 \ od 

l \0\oo/ 
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l &a\ee O.•er.-D\ wlll M ... ,.. , b\ea troa 
, ... l"oahl .. \Oil c onr ......... or liU, ... llh 

lla ~oo\7'• Oonr••n\ oanDO\ Ioella,. \ba\ Ull 

'l'roo\7 Poootr woold dopor\ r,... H o xot lf\ 1D 

c lrOliiU\onooo or \II& •n UIIIO\ll>\84 ara•nr . 
lila llo,.o\J ' O OO•or.-11\ loellon \ bo\ \bot 

o&1paoloo or ,.,. praMD\ ol\aa\loD oon M t'lal17 

.. , wl\bou\ •-Dl .. \llo Prlaolplt or an appor 

llai' t ar Copl\al Sill~·· 'l'be poal\1011 or lila 

llaJoo\7°0 OoH.-a \ 1o -llM\04 1>7 , ... tao \ 

\ba\ a......., uo llano\ lt. Mla, wl\11 • '- ,,., 

llno ll1le\oNl ..-.. u , •111 loe , .. • • 11111 tor 
lah ... u - 00 \0 , ... 1!1'1 \1 ... 0\\1\...So la .. t .. or 

\llet r ... boaU41 .. -·-•· Tile period or 
aaotr\ola\1 lo llo&DI, lito lla~oo\7 ' • OoYor .... ft\ 
tttl, \t pyo rtoa \t aaalo\7 ._.,.., o \ ber 

po ...... 

l"l\b por\louler roprd \ o \lui rlok 

\ ba\ U' now ll.U\o ora tlud \be Jo poDeoa 

OoH r .-a\ allb\ pJ'MHd \t 'IIU.tlil o .. r ouoll llai \0, 

Ill• .. , • • .., •• oe ... ,.._.., OOM 14er -h ao\ 1ca 
•Rltkol7 ... oM \11&\ OO\lld 1n .,_. caM llo .. , lor 

tro• .... la\ioa. 

Oft ,.,. o\.,.r- \be o-ao• or l lai \o 

la ra.,.... \0 11111141 .. p....,._o ... o poUor or 
... ra., ora, 1n ,.,. op1111on or IUo .. J•••r' • 

oo .. ~., . ... n ..... l11lel.r \o eaue \he .r.,,._ ..... 
OOYO..-u , 111 order \o n old o rv rlall, "' 'IIU.tlil 

\o o lll .... r lla1 \ \lloa \be7 o tberot oa oould. I n 

a o\ul too\ l\ would DO 4oub\ pro" 41ttlCNl\ 

for/ 
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tor IUa llajoa ~;r' a O.we..-n\ , a a elM perluo~a 

t o r ~be \11>1\84 11\a\ea Gner-a\, \ o M!n\ela 

OOIIIJ)h \a MOftla)' repr<l1ftlf \be al ae or \ba1r 

na• ahl.pa , alld 1n tha ~1 .. or !Ua llojoa \)''. 

Oo"ferr:w.D\ \bere wou l d , \ Jwre·tore , M M 

pa.-nafl\ a4nn\a&a lD adop\1JII an o\\1\1140 or 

hUd, an be\\or plaoa4 tor ~hi. a JNI'pG M , aiWI I\ 

I a \bo7 who , oo \ O apaall, uop \ ho Tra-':r l'owora 

QtleUlll&• 

l n OliJJlalniJII ao abe~ \ be poa1\1on 

or Hla llaju\)'' a OOYer,_ft\ 111 \be Unl\e4 Xlnad .. 

1n raaard \ a \ hl a l aaoe, 1\ Ia daa1ra4 a\ \ ha 

- u. \0 . ,,.. .. \ ba ..... , laponanoa • blo.b 

DONOYOI', tull;r prapa ra4 \o 4100WIO f ll\ll'eO oa 

a ooa •• \be 11r\l\ a4 e~u· rapra-\a\1na 111 t.alldoa 

ara naa, \0 4o a o. Tbe;r wwl4 \bantora ••lo-
a\ \ba aa rl1ea\ poa o1bla .o.an\ M tull ez¥ raaat un 

o r \ba •taft ot \be Ulll\ad 1\a\eo O.•a..-n\ wbloh 

\M7 'N n\u ro \o -aaoa\ alp\ Ilea\ 'M taaU 1\a\a4 
117 \ba 4oapa\ ob \o Lo!Wion or a t~ll7 a oorKI \414 

upol'\ r ..- \be \11>1 \ •4 B\a\aa ••"7 De;>er\ant tar 
no perl a4 ot , ... 0 aaoela\01'0 41 aoJaalono . It 

nob a n ottloor """ M n\ 1 \ would or oouraa ba 

.... a lee.r "' \ loo P'lllllo \loo\ bla a1aa1on ... ter 
\ bla Pill'.,. .. ol\l;r. 

S~lTlS~ lkat~SY , 

WAGH!KO~H , o.c. 
pr ll l and , 19$8. 
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AP~ t !938 

""e.Al" r . J'rel.1t!e..'1.t l 

IA:o~ ~tl&tlona .,. ~?• t~ia ltot tn 

:..01'\f 011 to <~ ••e..M..tne ~et.'ur QIW lt ~ \t , a.n .. 1t " -a~t 

l 1'11h , O:..all 1><o ;-l.s~ on t.,. al .. oM a.~'&.,...t ..r 

ar 1td lk l e , "' :~Jt• r,• .,..l,.o• ot t.b.• o14 l l \~1 .,...,.. 

Yl~ t a \.d I.e,... an 1',..H7 n-aa !t.l oll " e.,,.,..t et l rt 

aoath '-~ aiiC.-l,.t.~lon. T"'\\lee ::\t~\:..O.t1~t • ••• a .... -

NW-~ r ·~ r ... f~"~ ~-l"AT' 1a1tr-1o• '"~• -.-. nrceu·:-:. 

I • l:>Z'o~Md t:lat 1.'\o • •Y7 .,.._..,, t&.""a =.~ 

a\.Mil.- o:\ C1.a ~1\"1.,. ~· t '~l"'<' fl:l.v 14M • aw 

l 1Al t 1 ' ' ' fnr os:ltf>~ ahl •• ... .,. .. t t • • • \~~· ~,. 

.:.o ..,, •o.r c~ ~"t 4el1re to Milt tor ......... 11., .. 

ahl~• ~·'·1" t'lt\ft ~2'"0-'Uta'•l1 ~ .'000 te"•· 1d.Lh 

l& !Aa..'l run•, _.. &""10-ul4 'bt ,...., to llvU4 t.,r eun el'ltl 

.h1' ' ot uq aiao an4 &maDeC\1 'o awl t 0\lJ" •K• aa 

ll ...... tl.l\018 d ww.....e.. 
L:or etavor, 

,.,.. , ,..te.t, 
n.. te\l• a "'".tJ• . 



/ lloreovtr, we &!'t oont1dtrl.ni!r tht approYal ot a oon­
t raot btt wttn the SoTiet OovernDont and p~1vate A~orloan 
ohipbW.l4er-o tor a ollj>1tal ohlp or oYer 82,000 tono and 

cun• or 18 1no!110. 'l'hlo ooul4 onl7 bo bu.llt 1D tho 
United 9tatoo under tho t orao or tho oX1at1ng froatr 1t 

wo 4eol1no henoetorth tither to Itt &n7 l1mlt1 Whattoo?er 
in the oapUal ohlp oato...,,.,., or 1t • • oot thu at a 

f1~o not looo than 68,000 t ono and 18 tnob .uno. 

I venture to ~¥ba1~ otrtaln reaaont, chieflY or a 
pol1 t1oal character, '1011)' I f ool It •oul4 be o,;"1not our 

true 1ntt~tatt to a4Dpt t i ther of the &lt trnatl vtt aen­

t1one4 above . 

(1) fht p r ooont Treaty proY14oo that artor tiCal~ 

t ion " tho Ki &h Oontraot1n; Port1oo &hall thereupon oon­

ault tocathtr an4 tndtaYor t o r ta.oh an agree:en.t P1 t b a 

Yin to re4uo1n,g to • 111n1Joua tho oxtont or tho 4r>al'.,.reo 

whloh ma1 'bt 11.ad.o. • .A a~rlct obttrvanoe ot the '1'roat7, 

ooM a1nl7 1n op1r1 t U' not in lottor, O'OulC! call tor 

t.ht eet tl.nC or " • • llJllt t a t near to to"'- old ltal.ta u 
would aul t ou..r own nttda. 

(2) I t woul d bo a •iot akt tor uo t o opprovo tho 

oonet~otton 1n tht Unlttd Stat tl tor a tore1~ power 
o r a nn t rpo of ohlp 'lh.loh, U' oop1o4 b7 o t horo, lllgjlt 

ron4er all oltlot lng ollj>Ual ahlpo obooloto. 'l'hlo '10ul4 

bo 
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be aw"Nll4er1n;" t..'ut .a.a.o·•ace Q/ our r reao.nt nu:'J.orie.al 

~J·lo1"1t7 l n c~ltal oh1~e, an~ wulA not on11 ••.11"\ 
a. nev ra.ce 1n o, ... 1tal ahlroe 1"l-ool aorateh, bu\ woulft ,...1YO 

a ~ater 1noont1Yo \o ba114 efttlr.lJ new trrco ot •••aela. 

It 11 a.•11nat t h.e lnteroet a ot l."la at.J"''nC"er n&Yal ~.,... 

:o Mot~ourare t.lt• deYelo:aen t or now t)'~a. 

(;;) B!lou.l4 w panu t tile ooruotNaUon tor ~ho llovloto 

ot a oM;> ot t'>o "" tr.o O>lltt:'lpbt*' lq>on would >"Oblll>l;r 

C'D:toentr,t;e er.ainet ue C!lo Pelel\t.""Jr.'lt &he t.u !tl,~ert~ 

lllzoec\K ll&1Dl,j ._ '&.l.nat e o Jr1 tla."·,. 

( &) Ao t l"' $(no let ""._'>or1 U u 1n!ons uo t llat tlle 

a:Up. 1lll quea~o."' IOUld b• bue4 an \ll;41voatok , ita 

oo::sa\ntotJ..,ft 'llt;!lt rt'OD: o::aoou.raco .r~ t, att:aek a."\t 

e>;ptwoe YlaiUYootolc ktore t.~o -,lotion ot t.'lo o'>l.~. 

oo ao t o roft:\t it belJlfl baat4 •~ a po1'1: outtldonU;r 

nea.r t o t!1."'N.te:~ J'QIIl\. 

(0 ) U 1'0il1<! alaoot OOJ'tolnl7 OJ>O.,.,..I"e 0eJ'Ol&l11, 

~~ la report~ t# M ,.oat1Ye ~ ~~ I&Yd. TPo:ttT 

wtt'b Orea-t l rih.ln , to 1nv<>l<o ._.,, oocalator olouoc 1n 

or\!er \:o OOUD'-"~• loY1et: ocmatJ"'loll on 91th .,.,.. 

trree onoo1all1 IJ't1 ~o4 to 1\or aoob. 

(4 ) It '001>1~ p rO<>lpltato & new nnal rocoo .ln ~ 

Juot at 1 ~...,, - tl\o rUloh lu.Yo t "lo 1.\aro;-e~n DAYal 

&ltu~~on ~tt7 ~ 1n ~an4 Wi~~ ~~•~r ree~~~ euoo••• 

lA r•!"''U, .... ln.1" lta.l.:r to ,~,.ef'ltt to U • t.on.!o'ft ll!lY&l 1"Nt.dl' .. 
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U part ot the c ontrol AnC).o-Ital1an aero•onC. A noY 

naval r~co Dlr.bt woll bo tollowo4 w1tb renewed pol ltlc&l 

trlctlon, tor ~hiGh we ahDul4 be 1n part ~•-ronaible. 

All thoat dltr1cult1oo ooul4 be a..,14t4 b7 our oeroe-

11"13 to a l1a1t or 4li,OOO tono &114 15 1nch ..,.no, - tlguroo 

wh1ch t.l"l !l.l~tl' than 4eolrt4 bJ the llr1Uoh an4 ,.,.ancb, 

but 'llhlch woul4 aeet OW" r..l'"eeent oon etn~otlon nttde and 

ulllt1117 plana. It Oll"'uae\ -.ooea alter and a new eltua­

tlon arlaee t~t C1Ytl ua oonoorn, wt oan olw&JI ~rotoot 

ouraolvea b7 & eeoond eaoalatlon. By po~1tt1ng Amor1oan 

ah1pbu.114ere to oonetna_ot ee·• eral 1h1p1 ot UU.a ai&o tor 

tba Sort. at OoYtZ'nll~t, 1nete&4 ot one ot 12,000 ton.a, w-e 

.ou14 reap ...n7 oorr.erol&l &."\~ ""'lltloal ad•antqte, 

n t hout oreaU"'ol a noY tl')>t wh1ch would be of no d1o­

oel'ftlble a4vant ace to ue, IJ\4 whlob woulc1 1n all proba.­

bllltr have unfortunate polltlcal roporouoolono both ln 

Europe an4 ln tho '•r llalt. 

I anoloao, &I ot poaaible lnt eroet , an A14t Ue~olre 

rros tla Brl Uoh Dsbuq 11blch hu l'tOtntlr boon rocelvo4. 

The on.ll' new point la toun~ 1n 'he l ut etnttnot, .Otre 

tht ata~;eat1on 11 ae4t that a naTal ottlotr bt aent to 

Lonolon tor tho par1o4 or tho oocala\lon 41oouoo1ono . 

The ous;ut1on wou14 atOll to han llttlo neru ao tho 

4to1alon 11u1t bt •ad• here ln Waah1nglon. 

I 
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I rcspeottu1ly requeat an elt!'reoal on ot your Wiahoe 

1n regard to tho polnta rnised. 

£ncloau.re: 

1a1thtully yours , 

· · tJO r.•·•* ' 
)0 1 ~ ... -

CT<-) ~Lw.& 
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