


January 9, 1838,

Letter to the President from Sumper Welles
transmitting the original of a communication to the
President from His Majesty Abdul Aziz ibn Saud, King

of Saudi Arabia,

Re=Jewish situation and Palestine

See: Palestine folder-Drawer 1-1939




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

January 8, 1938,

My dear Mr, Presldent;
The Spanish Ambasssdor left with me thie morn=-

ing a chart and memorandum indicating the German sub-
marine bases now established in Bpanish territory.
I bellieve you will find them of interest,

Eellieve me
Fait 1y Ima,}/\

Enplosuresa;
Chart;
Memorandum,

The President,
The White House.
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GEAMAN SUSMARIKE BASES Ik ofalk

Barcelons, Dec. 15--In the last few months, Germans have bullt
flve submerine bmees on the comst of Spaln. Three are on the
northern ccast: At Pasajes (Bilbao), at El Ferrol and at Villa-
garcla (Vigo). The other two are near the Stralts of Glbralter,
at Malega and Seville, sant and waest of Gilbraltar.

These bases are of the latest type. Much of the equipment
already exlsting in 1938 has been used ln setting them up. They
inolude skillfully camoufleged shelters of reinforced conorete
which are effective prn.t.antiun from attacks by air or by ses and
which serve as shelters for submarines of all types. There aTe
underground depots feor torpedos, mines and munitions, fuel tenks,
workehops for keeping submarines in condition and excellent equip-
ment for making even the most complicated repairs.

Care has been taken to protect the bmaes from sea or elr
attacks. Jlhere are strong barrages, combined with powerful floating
and stationery artillery, many entl-asireraft batteries of 88 and
E£7 mm. as well as some of 20mm for use during attecks made mt low
altitude.

The strategle value of the submarine bases 1ls the following:
the three northern bases are avout 520 kllometers from Brest; 220
from the scuthern snd southwestern coasts of Great Britaln and 1,100
from the Dover-Calals line. In other words, ome of the slowest
German submarines, of 250 tons with a 9,200 kilometer radius of
actlion, would have to use only 24 percent of its capscity in order

to reach the Dover-Celels line and then return to its base.
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GERMAN SUBMARINE BABES IN BPAIN:
FABAJES, FERMOL, VILLAGARCIA, BEVILLA, MALAGA,

I
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Sl sl
January 18, 1838,
MEMORANDUM FOR

THE URDERSECRETARY OF STATE

Will you speak to me
about thie?

F. D. R,

Longhand memorandum
B. W.

Jimmy Dunn -- not to be reported
to by 8. B.

How about Puleston? Retired.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviest of ths U.8.

By W. J. Stewart Lutu_m_? IS'_?Z
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THE WHITE HOUSE L
WASHINGTON

January 21, 1979
MEMORANDON TOR
SUMNER WELLES
To prepare reply,

r. b, &,

Enc, - Letter 1/7/39 from Amb. Claude G. Bowers,
Saint-Jean-de-Luz, ¥Yrance - re Message to
Congress and commente on general foreign
situation. etc.
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THE WHITE HOUSE U
WASHINGTOMN
il January 21, 1339
MEMORANDUM FOR
SUKNER WELLES

TO PREPARE REPLY,

r. L, R.

Enc, - Letter 1/5/39 from Amb. Williem Phillips

Rome, lItaly together with memo of his conversa-
tion with Mussolini.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 21, 1939

MIMORANDUM FOR
SUMNER WELLES

T0 PHREPARE REFLY,
rl n. ‘i

Letter - 1/8/39 from George A. Gordon, The
Hague, Netherlands tells of enthusisstic
reception with which President's message to
Congress was received there.



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

January 25, 1939

My dear Mr, President:
In reply to the inquiry contained in your letter

of January 24, it does not seem to me that the message
from the French Prime Minieter which the French Ambas-
sador left with you requires any further acknowledg-
ment, You received the Ambassador personally and from
what he tells me made him very happy by expressing your
particular appreclation of the message sent you. The
Ambagssador immediately transmitted to hies Prime Minister
the statemente which you made to him and I believe that
that can be regarded as complete acknowledgment of the
message you recelived.

Bellieve me

lly yours

Ene.

The President,
The White House,



A
AMBAESADE
=)
DE 1A REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE %&xgdu VA
AUX ETATS -UNIS :

Le Préu-.tu:t du Conseil
1'imbassadeur de France & Washington

ls Gouvernement franqguls apprécie hautement 1l'ap-
pul que le Président des Etate-Unis e tenu & donner lui-
méme sux membres de la Mission frangaise du Ministére de
1'air. Il se remd pleinement compte de 1'sffort com-
sentl su bénéfice de l'armée de l'alr frangalse par le
Gouvernement américain, A& la faveur de la haute inter-
vention dent 1l salt toute l'importence et les heursuses
eonséjuencas.

Je vous serals obligé de transmettre pt.rwnnlllo-
ment & M. le Président Hoosevelt l'expression de mos

sentiments de profonde grasitude.,.
(eigné) EDOUARD DALADIER

PARIS, le 1¥ Janvier 1939.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

January 26, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

I have known Edwin Wilson for many years and I
conglder him, as I think the Secretary doee, one of
the two or three ablest men in our Forelgn Service.
It 18 inconcelvable that he would send a message of
thie kind. If he felt it necessary to express any
views to you directly he would undoubtedly do 1t
through the Department.

Bo far as I can be gure of anything, I am sure
that this is not "our Wilson".

Do you wish me to send a copy of this message to
the Embasey in Parls and ask Bullitt to try to find out
what Wilson it may be?

hfully yours,

o3

The President
The White House.

Rt
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Tye Mhite House

NAJ2PO, HA. 8B63- : I 8

Parls, Jamuery 21, 1939

KLT.Honorable Mrs, Franklin Roosevelt
(Personal)

Would greatly appreciate if you could arrange that followlng
mesasage reaches President Roosevelt,.

French Government has done everything to strengthen country
by abolishing forty hour week, inoreasing taxation, etc., but
business conditons here and European demooracies are deteriorating
rapidly causing widespread pessimism as how heavy taxes can be
pald and oreating spirit of defeatism and feeling that slow moving
demooracies who Are always on defensive cannot cope with dictators,
Smaller countries are loslng falth in ability 1u-E- democracies
withatand dietators and consequently they are rapidly becoming
subservient to dlotators. This state of advanoing paralysis has
been golng on for months and dictators' next blew will shortly
be againet France which is last important bulwark of democracles
in Continental Europe. If we let ourselves splide into another
erisis similar to Beptember we shall always be on defensive and
foroced to give one vital concesaion after another. I believe
Herbert Hoover amystem of letting things deterlorate almost to

int of dlsaster before taking constructive motion is icularly
o :T-ni ug.t With nnihi:;: ‘:iﬂl-tﬂﬂ menace faclng Francels

nm' s business, econo internal strength is being sapped
fadly,’ therefors we must aot quickly if France is to avoid serious
internal weakening and another so called Just appemsement such as
Munich, which is treVesty on the word appeasement If one sees what
& vassal state sublect to Germany Czechoslovakia has become,
Soundest method of defense is attack and therefore I respectfully .
submit follewing suggestion to you to avoid dry rot golng any o
further. As mere techiloal arrangezente in themaselves such as
present defacto stabllization are not sufficient to help France
finanoially and 1nt-nu.u{ I recommend imsediate legal stabiliza-
tion of fm:{ pound sterling and dollar and simultaneously
inoreasing price of gold in all three currencies to your legal
limit so world would realize such stabilization rests on firm
foundation and average Frenchman can confidently face roaching
dietators' blow with knowledge that demooracies are mﬁd by
something more concrete than d wighes, As it 1s generally
realized that price of gold will eventually have to E: inoreased
from ite present artificial level in England, Franoe and United
S8tates until this ocours and gold price is raised to equivalent
of forty one dollars per ounoe in these three countries, confusiom,
business uncertainty and currenoy doubts will sultiply and nothing
can bring order out of existing chaos,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 36, 1038,

MEMORANDUN FOR
THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE

Before making a final decision
in the Wiedemann case, I think you
should talk the matter over, in
oonfidence, with Lamar Hardy, who
has just retired ne United States
Dietriot Attorney in New York.

r. n- n-
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CEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

January 24, 1839

My dear Mr. Presldent

With reference to our conversation on the telephone
yesterday evening, I have confirmed my impreseion that no
request has yet been made of this Government by the German
Government for the lsesuance of an exequatur to Captain
Fritz Wiedemann as German Consul General in Ban Francleco.

As you know, Captain Wiedemann was Hitler's command-
ing officer during the World War and has in recent years
been one of his three Adjutants, He has discharged numer-
ous personal missions for Hitler abroad, particularly in
England,

I find that owr Embassy in Berlin hae consldered that
Wiedemann represented an influence for moderatlon. Agsinet
this the only adverse factor of record is a reference made
by Rumrich in an affidavit dated February 17, 1838, in
which Rumrich stated that Wiedemann, as Hitler's perscnal
emlsgary, had visited German units in the United Btatea.
In a telegram dated January 21, our Chargé d'Affairee in

The Presldent,
The White Housze,
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Berlin reported that he was inclined to interpret the
reported appolntment of Wiedemann as Consul General in
Ban Francisco "as a means to remove Wiedemann from
Hitler's immediate entourage, where he 1g generally con-
sldered to have represented an influence in the direction
of a polley of moderation and a meeting of the viewpoint
of forelgn countries®,

In a telegram dated January 23, the Embasay in Paris
reported that the view was expressed by a leading Paris
financial paper, in dlscussing the dlsmissal of Bohacht,
that "the coincldental removal of Captain Wiedemann -
adversary of von Ribbentrop's extremist polioy - with the
dlsgrace of the President of the Relchsbank, leaves the
way clear to a flnanclal and economic poliey subordinated
entirely to military needs,®

Unless you see some reasgon to the contrary, if and
when the officlal request for the exequatur is made, it
would seem to me that we should make no objection but that
we ahould have Wiedemann's activitles in 8an Francisco
followed in the most detalled manner by our own agents
without permitting Wiedemann to know that he 1s being so
followed, W1ll you let me know your decision,

Believe me
it 1lly yours,
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I":’- DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WABHINGTON

Jenuary 30, 1839

My dear Mr, President;

I am sending you herewith a copy of a despatoh
dated January 18 last received from our Legation in
Bogotd., This despatch contains excerpts from edito-
rlale appearing in the leading Colomblan papers with
regard to your annual meseage to the Congress and T
believe that you will be intereeted in reading the
opinione expressed,

Believe me

al

11y yours

ASRAWIF

Eno,

The President,
The White House,



Sogotd, Colosbia, January 18, 1939,
Beo. BB51

Gubject: Sditorial Comment by Bogotd Preas
regarding Fresldent Acosavelt's
Opening Yessage to Congress.

The Nonorabls
mmumh,

Bir:

I have the bonor to infora the Departcent that
editerial eommant in the Bogotd proas ham, with the
axeaptlon of the consistently criticsl Jiglo
(Connervutive), taken ooecsnion to oommend Frosldent
Acosevelt's opening message to Congranss,

Ia Hagon (Janusry 8) states that "Hoosevelt Ln his
message has axpressed the unanimous sentiment of Anarlcs
with regard to continental peliey” and X1 Tleure
(fanusry 6) wrote that "at this gloomy momeat when we
do not krow whether o catastrophe is approaching which
will overwhala clvilization and destroy culture, words
sugh & those whieh have been pronounced by Frealdsnt

Roonevelt

gl



Roosevelt resnfores the falth and she optinlsm of those
who do not believe that all is lost in this eraxy world®.
The cplnlon of ElL Libersl (Jsnuery 6] is that “never has
any other Anerliosn come to be, as is Hoosevalt at
prapant, the mandatary of elviligation, the reprassnta-
tive of Jjustios, % o ghamplon of ths Chrlstlan 1ife, on
a planat on which Uhristlanity, eivilimailon, and
justios are sinking betwesn vaolllstion and audnelty”.
ElL Eapgetader (Janusry B) slludes to the Fresident's
speach by saying that “the stability of his mind, his
olear judgment of the reallty and the dutlss of Aserlica,
and the impcrtance that the greatmear of his sountry
glves to his words ham tacltly converted the Horth
Ameriecan Presldent into the suthoriged spokesman of Van
Amaricanism, of whoss slneare loyalty he can have Ao

Aoubt”,
Renpeptfully yours,
Winthrop H. Oresne
Chargé l'lrl':i.m sd interim
aco
Ok/hlw
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

January 30, 1939

My dear Mr, President:

I received this morning from the British Chargd
d'Affaires the text of a further message from Lord
Halifax which the latter has requested be transmitted
fo you for your "personal and searst information®, I
am transmitting herewith a copy of the message as de=
livered to me,

In a telegram received from our Embassy in London =
Ne. 117 of January 28, 2 p,m, - practlcally the identical
text was cabled to the Department, Thia telegram was
gent over to you and I assume that you have therefore
already read this message,

Believe me
Fafthfully yourd,

The President,
The White House,

Ene,

| L. TS h lt,i-
N S



Since their luat messuge His Uajesty's
Gavermment have been considering what would be
their attitude In the event of an unprovoked
German invesion of Hollend, and thelr provisionsl
¥iew, sub cct to confirmatlon, is as follows.

There is it im true no hope thet such
mllitary action ms Hin Hejesty's Ooverrment could
take would prevent Holland from being overrun by
Geruaan srales and the restoraticn of her territory
would depend on the final cutcome of the war,

liavertheless the stretegic lmportunce of
Holland snd her colonies in so great thet in the
¥iew of His ¥mjesty's Goverrment a German stiack on
Holland must be regarded as & direct threst to the
security of the Wostern Powers., Failure to take
up such & challenge would place Germany in e position
of overvheluming predominsnce in Furope and in such
circumstences His Hajesty's Covermment are accordingly
disposed to think they would have no cholee but to
regird & German ilnvesion of Hollend es & gusun belll
sspuming that Hollsnd resisted invesl.n.

His Hejesty's Govermmont are sounding the
French and Belgisn Governments confldentielly and
on the recelpt of the latter's views they will further
consider the guestion.

BRITIGH EuBA9gY,
WASHINGTUN, D.C.
Jaruary 30th, 198y



THE WHITE HOUSE { es
WASHINGTON

v

January 31, 1939, Vt

MEMORANDUM FOR
MRS, ROOBEVELT

TO READ AND RETURN

F. D. R.

L
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DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE
WABHINGTON

January 25, 1838

My dear Mr. Presldent:

With reference to the telegram from Barcelona
signed by a group of Spanish ladies, alleging the
murder by the Rebel forces in Bpain of two hundred
women, which you eent over to me on January 21, I
am enclosing herewlth two telegrams recelived this
morning from our Chargé d'Affairee in Barcelona
which refer to the charges contalned in the cable you
gent me.

It seems to be clear in the two telegrame I
enclose that none of the foreign correspondents have
as yet had an opportunity to verify the charges made.
Under existing circumstances, of course, thle would
be almost imposeible. Personally, I have no doubt
whatever that the reports may be entlrely accurate.
However, I think you may agree with me that 1t would
be undesirable for the White House to make any comment

on the report unless we had some more positive evidence

The President,
The White House.
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than that as yet presented.
Eelieve me

Faithfully yours,

—



REB
A portion of
this telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- (MADRID)
fore being communicated Barcelona via N, R.
to anyone, (A)
Dated January 24, 1939

Rec!d 6:50 p. m,

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1187, January 24, 7 p. m, (GRAY)

BERETPT Ty

Your 515, January 23, 3 p. M.

The story regarding the alleged slaughter of old men,
women and children by troopas of the Littorio Division
following their occupation of Santa Coloma de Queralt first
appeared in the Barcelona newspapers on January 17. It was
attributed to the commander of the Eleventh Diviasion, who
stated that when his forces evacuated that village they
took positions on the heights surrounding it from which,

a few hours later, they observed, without the use of
field glaases, that all the old men, women and children
who had talen refuge in Santa Coloma de Jueralt from the
surrounding territory had been assembled in a group. They
were then slaughtered by machine gun fire. It was
estimated that some 285 to 250 persons were killed, This

report




2-#1187, From Madrid, Jan.24,7p.m,

report was carried in the press for several days, together
with an appeal to world opinion signed by the President

of the Cortes, heads of pelitical parties, deputies,
writers, and othera. (END GRAY)

The propaganda section of the Ministry of State to
whose censorship all forel.n correspondents are subjeet
handed this story to them and some of them carried it.
The Associated Press correspondent informed me at the
time that he mistrusted it and did not carry it.

I shall make such efforts as are possible under
present conditions to verify the report.

THURSTON

ENE




REB
GRAY

{MADRID)
BARCELONA VIA N.RH.

Doted January 24, 1939
Rec'd 7:10 p. m.
Secretary of State,

Washi ng ton,

1189, January 24, 10 p., m,

My 1187, Jonuary 24, 7 p. me

Robert Allen, an American who came to Spain as an
ambulance driver with the International Brigade, but who
for some time has been assistant correspondent for the
Asgociated Press and Reuters ia tonight atopping in the
Embasay awaiting evacuatlon,

Allen informs me that while neither the Assoclated

(story?)

Preas nor Reuters carried the atrocity stay at first they
did so later after becoming reasonably convinced of its
truth, He says the Government offered to take foreign

correspondents to the front to interview Eyewitnesses

but this plan could not be ecarried out.
TIURSTON

ELB

HTM



RADIOGRAM
R.C.A, COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVIC

TO ALL THE WORLD - BETWEEN IMPORTANT U S

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON, D, c.. AT__B_CA“ DARD TIME
WN104CL BARCELONA 281 19 2230 CBW1089 Ejs;m ,'"j e
NLT MRS ROOSEVELT -
WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON
ONCE MORE SPANISH PEOPLE SHUDDER IN HORROR AND INDIGATION AT CRUEL DEED
WITHOUT PRECEDENT IN HISTORY STOP IN CATALAN VILLAGE SANTA COLOMA DE
QUERALT TWO HUNDRED WOMEN WERE SHOT IN COLD BLOOD AFTER BEING GATHERED

TOGETHER IN VILLAGE THRESHINGFLOOR STOP THIs HORRIBLE CRIME COMMITTED |

= .

i fr M M &~ It b .
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Te socure prompt metlon on in ulrles, this original BADIOGRAM should be presenisd at the ofice of
I'olophun-: National 2600 ROCA CO Uﬁrmnm{s. Ind. In i-uphnmﬂ:qumu quote the number preceding the place of origin

Ferm LITWH—TD 180
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DIRECT

RADIOGRAM
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS. INC.

A RADID CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERWVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD — BETWEEN IMPORTANT U.5 CITIES TO SHIPS AT SEA

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON, D.C., AT____ STANDARD TIME
WNI104CL

MRS
2/50

ON DEFENCELESS WOMEN SHOWED UP INVASIONS TREACHERY AND HORROR FOR
MURDERERS FORMED PART ITALIAN LITTORIO DIVISION STOP WE WANT ALL WOMEN
TO KNOW OF THIS DEED WHICH ADDS ONE MORE CRIME TO THOSE COMMITTED BY
INVADERS STOP MAY WOMENS CONSCIENCE WORLD OVER AS MOTHERS WIVES DAUGCHTERS
RISE UP IN wAY

To secure prompt action on Inguirlies, this ori nal RADIOGRAM should t th
I.llphﬁﬂ.: Natienal 2500 R.C.A. mlfm:ﬁt::mﬂuh'a. Ing, In m-pmaﬂqulnu quote the number Mﬁtﬁn ;uu'nﬁmi:’.‘
Form 1LIWH—TD 1M



RADIOGRAM
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A BADID CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD — BETWEEN IMPORTANT U.5 CITIES — TO SHIPS AT SEA

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE.. WASHINGTON, D. C.. AT__________STANDARD TIME

WN104CL
MRS
3/50
PASSIONATE PROTEST UNMASKING THOSE COVETING OUR LAND AND OPENING
HUMANITYS EYES TO THIS DEED INHUMANITY WHICH TEARS AT OUR HEARTS AS WOMEN
LUISA ALVAREZ DEL VAYO WIFE MINISTER FOREIGN AFFAIRS
|SABLE OYORZABAL PALENCIA SPANISH MINISTER STOCKHOLM
MARGARITA NELKEM DEPUTY ETSECRETARY RUP MATILDE DE LA TORRE
DEPUTY JULIA ALVAREZ RESANO DEPUTY

To secure prompl actlon on inguiries, this original RADIOORAM should be pressnted at the office of
Telephone: Natienal 2600 R ST RICATIONS, 1nd. In lslaphone Inquiries quots the number prededing the place of origin.

Ferm LITWH-TD 19



DIRECT

RADIOGRAM
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD —— BETWEEN IMPORTANT U. 5. CITIES TO SHIPS AT SEA

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON, D. C.. AT STANDARD TIME

WN104CL
MR3

4/50
JOSEFA RUIZ GENERAL DIRECTOR EVACUATION

MATILDE CANTOS GENERAL |INSPECTOR PRI30NS

MATILDE HUICE SPANISH DELEGATE LEAGUE NATIONS sOCIAL
PROBLEMS COMMITTEE DOLORES PIERA MUNICIPAL COUNCILLOR
TRINIDAD ARROYO DE MARQUEZ DOCTOR MARGARITA COMAS
PROFESOR GENERALITAT NORMAL SCHOOL EMILIA ELIAS
DIRECTOR MADRID NORMAL SCHOOL JUANA ONTANON PROFESSORS
MADRID NORMAL SCHOOL ROSA ROIG DOLORES NOGUES

Ta_secure prompt actlon on Inguiries, this original RADIOGRAM should be ted
T.'.Phﬂn.: “uﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂl !m R.CA COMMUNICATIONS, Inc. In telsphone inguiries quote the n':;mug“ pmpxl.;; the 'ﬁ%-i‘l‘o?fﬁ;ﬁr

Form 1IWH-TD LR
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DIRECT

RADIOGCRAM
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS., INC.

A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD =— BETWEEN IMPORTANT U.5 CITIES

REcCEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON, D.C., AT____ STANDARD TIME
WHNI104CL

MRS

5/50
DOLORES CABALLERO LU48A ESTEVEZ ALL PROFESSORS BARCELONA NORMAL
SCHOOL MARIA TERESA MARTINEZ BUJANDA INSPECTOR PRIMARY EDUCATION
MERCEDES USUA PROFESSOR BARCELONA NORMAL SCHOOL MARIA ZAMERANO
WRITER MATILDE MUNOZ WRITER DOLORES IBARRURI CALLED PASIONARIA
VICEPRESIDENT OF CORTES IRENE FALCON WRITER TRINI TORRIJOS
CONSUELO ALVAREZ WRITER JOSEFA LOPEZ GARRIDO GLORIA MORELL

CONSTANCIA ETORA

To mecurs prom actlon on Ingulrles, thls erlgpinal RADIOGPRAM should be esented at the offlce of
T“Phﬂn.: "’ﬂﬂ““l im RCA COMMUNICATIONS, Inc. In utrpbunu'ﬂ:qutﬂf- quote the number prﬂp;ltn‘ the place of origin
Form §17WN—TD 18



DIRECT

RADIOGRAM
R.CA COMMUNICATIONS. INC.

ARAND CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD — BETWEEN IMPORTANT U, 5. CITIES TO SHIPS AT SEA

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON, D. C.. AT—_____STANDARD TIME
WN104CL
6/31
CHIEF FOREIGN PRESS OFFICE BELEN SARRAGA WRITER AURORA ARNAIZ
VICTORIA KENT DEPUTY ADVOCATE ROBERTA RAMON PEPITA MELIA ACTRESS

ROBERTA CARMENLAGAR ACTRESS MAGDA DONATO WRITER NATALIA ELASUA
VICE PRESIDENT BASQUE CATHOLIC WOMEN

Te msecure prompt actlon on inquiries, this originel RADIOGRAM should be renented at the office of
T.I.'phﬂﬂ..' Natlonal 2400 R.C.A COMMUNICATIONS Ing In Et|lphﬂﬂﬁlﬁg1l[ulr1.!l quote the number pre«:r;:dlng the place of origin
Form 1LIWN—TD 1M



February 4, 1983,

MEMORANDUY FOR THE SECRETAHY OF STATE and
UNDER SECRETARY OF STATEs
This is interesting but I do not
put aay credence in it. Plesse return whea you

hava read it.

F.D.R.

Strictly confidential letter to President from
Anthony Biddle, Warsaw, Jan. 12, 1359

HE: Reports in effect indicate that behind the

scenee Hitler and Chamberlain "were playing a game

80 deep that all side plays meants little, if anything
at all"®,

PR/ Lk A I Anleasign s

e



liemo to President

Incloses copy of telegram which was sent to
Nyron Taylor and George Rublee from Mll in
regard to the Program of Emigration which

the German Uovernment indicated ite willingness
to carry out.

See~Palectine folder-Drawer 1=-1930-Forelsn F'le



March 20, 1939

—

Letter to President
From Surmner Welles

In re-talk with Mayor La Guardia about the

Czechoalovak Pavilion at World's Fair ,

See-World's Falr Folder--Drawer 2-=1030



March 35, 1838.

UEMCRANDUM FOR

THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE

/
In regard to Easter Island:

1. It is & détn‘ttn posaibility as & stoppl
place for trans-South Pacific planes, commercial
or military.

2. It should, therefore, under no circumstances,
be transferred to any non-imerican nation.

3. I doubt at this time the itical wisdom of
1tss Fgﬁ;::tby El::mmmla tes, and :1:: the
pOBBLY ge any large appropriation
through the Congress.

4. lave you considered a different angle? Zaster
Island is unique in possessing remains of ;!.-
historic men — the great recumbent stone figures
which have never been adequately explained.

No serious scientific excavation work has been
done on the Island. It is, therefore, of the
greatest importance that 1% be preserved to
sclence for all time. In this respect it is a
little like the Calapagos Islands.

5. ould 1t be possible to tie up Easter Island
and the lhug:p- in a Pan-American trusteeship;
the Islands be preserved for all time agains
colonization and for naturnl sciencel! Ecuador
mm.ﬁr.muumauuﬂru
at) would be paid for the Islands over a period
of years, the sovereignty to vest in the toes;
the m‘tﬂl to protect
use for military purposes. I do
of a lease. The payments would be made by all the
American ios over a period in
Toprl A LR A
a course, grea
the United States.

PSF. stafe
walegs



=d=

8., Ooocos Island could be inecl , for 1t has no
military value to ue but might have military value
to a non-Ameriocan power ne a temporary base in war
operations,

As I remember Easter lsland, it has no harbor,
Will you let me have some nﬂnmhon regarding it?
It may not even be available for sea planes or land
FIMI-

F. D. R.



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

March 14, 1939

Cinfidtictttbnte

My dear Mr. President:

As you may recall, indicatione have reached this
Government from time to time in recent years to the
effect that the Chllean Government was disposed for a
coneideration to lease for a long term or poesibly to
gell Easter Island.

In a despatch written last month shortly after
his return to Chile, Ambassador Armour reported:

"that from several sources members of the Miseion

have heard suggestlons that the present (in view of

Chile's great need for money) would be a particular-

ly advantageous time for Chile and the United States

to reach an agreement transferring ownership of

Easter Island from the former to the latter".

The Navy Department in 1921 affirmed that:

"The possibility of any forelgn power galning pos-

seselon of the island . . . would be attended with

grave results to the power and prestige of the

United States".

If, ae I belleve, this statement 1s stlll valid,
it has occurred to me that with the rapidly inereasing

speed

The President,

The White House.
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speed and cruising range of aircraft, it is not impossible
that the lsland may shortly have a value other than nega-
tive as a base for commercial as well as military aircraft.

While Easter Island is roughly two thousand nautieal
miles from the Chilean coast and far to the south of the
present generally accepted alr routes to Asia and
Australasia, i1t lies only a few hundred miles south of
the great circle course from Panama to Aupkland, New
Zealand. The distance from the American coaet of this
island does, however, ralse the question whether 1t
should be properly considered in connection with the
American continent. It 18 open to doubt whether 1its
acquisition or long-term lease by the United States
would arouse any alarm in the other Aneriu;n republics,
since, except for Chile itself, the i1sland is farther
away from the coast line of any of these republice than
are other naval bases of this country.

In any case, 1t would appear that certain responsible
officials in Chile itself have not considered that the
sale of thie 1sland to a non-American power would violate
any hemlspherical doctrine of non-transfer of territory
or prejudice the defense of the continent, eince 1t is
known that in the past Chile has several times dlecussed
with foreign natlons ite possible sale. The United
States Naval Attaché in Santiago was informed on June 7,
18937 by the Subsecretary of National Defense for Marine

that
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that the President of Chile had authorized him to offer
Easter Island for sale or lease in order to finance the
construction of two Chilean cruisers abroad and that
accordingly he was approaching informally not only the
United States but the representatives of Great Britain,
Germany and Japan.

Irreepective of these considerations, it 1is apparent
that tranefer of the possession of Easter Island to & non-
American power might be construed in some quarters as
action infringing our traditional position regarding
acquisition of territory in thie hemisphere.

In the light of the particular conditions favorable
to the transfer of posseselon of Easter Island as re-
ported by our Ambassador in Chile, and in the light of
the other considerations ralsed in my letter, I should
be grateful for an expression of your views on the fol-
lowing points:

1. Whether the acquisition or long-term lease of
Easter Island by this Government would conflict with the
recognized policy of this Government not to seek territori-
al expansion as recently restated by you in your address

of February 18, 1939 at Tampa, Florida.
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2. If you feel that such a purchese or long-term
lease would not be inconsietent with thie policy, whether
you believe that the possession of Easter Island by this
Government 1s desirable, and accordingly whether you
would be disposed to authorize the American Ambagsador
in Chile to approach discreetly the appropriate authori-
ties of the Chilean Government with a view to the acquisi-
tion or long-term lease of Easter Island.

3. Your views ag to the purchsse price, or in the
case of a long-term lease, the annual rentesl which this
Government might be prepared to pay for the acquisition
or lease of Easter Ieland, having in mind Chile's urgent
need for finsncial aselestance.

A memorandum giving the charscterietice and the
history of reported negotiatione for the tranefer of
Easter Ieland and certain observatione on Chile's present

financial condition ie encloged.

jf:E?;:lly yours,

Memorandum concerning
Easter Island.

Enclosure:
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MEMORANDUM

March 11, 1939.
C vty

Eagter Island, and Certain Conditions to be
Consldered 1n Conneotlon with Lts Poesible
Acqulisltion or Long-term Lease by the
UEET{Ttatu

General Characteristics

Easter Island (Rapa Nul) (27° &' south, 109° 20V
weet) was formally annexed to Chile in 1888. It has a
population of about 260 and 1s governed by a Chilean
administrator.

The ieland is triangular in shape and about twenty-
nine miles in eircumference. It 1s volcanle in origin
and has numerous craters, none of which have been active
for many years., The coast 1s rocky, and there are only
one or two sandy beaches, There is no sheltered harbor,
although there are several landing places.

Most of the island is covered with grass which af-
fords some pasturage for cattle and sheep, and troplcal
fruits and vegetables may be grown. Water is scarce,
although there is one fresh water well.

History of Reported Negotlations for Transfer

In 1919 the United 8tates Consul General in
Valparaiso reported that he had been reliably informed
that
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that Japan wae attempting to negotiate for the purchase of
Easter Iegland. In 1921 the Ambassador again reported
ral%able information that Japan was interested in the
purchase of Easter Island, and under instructions from
the Department obtained from the Chilean Foreign Minister
assurances that this Government would be fully advised
and that no definite action would be taken without full
knowledge of all facts by the Ambaesador.

It was in response to notification of these rumored
negotiations by Japan, that the Secretary of the Navy,
the Honorable Josephus Daniels, in a letter of March 1,

1921 stated ag follows:

"I have the honor to inform you that while the
Navy Department doeeg not at thie time desire the
use of Easter Island for naval purposes, 1t con-
glders that the poeselbllity of any forelgn power
galning possesslon of the 1island or concessions
which would permit of future military or naval
activities there would be attended with grave re-
sulte En the power and prestige of the United
States".

In 1930 the Naval Attaché at the American Embassy
in Bantlago was approached by a deputy of the Chilean
Congress, who stated that he had been authorized by the
Chilean Government to give the United States a firset
epportunity to buy Easter Island, and that if the United
States Government was not interested, "it would be offered
for sale to England, Japan, or some other country".

The
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The United SBtates Naval Attache in Santiago reported
on June 8, 1937 that the day before he had been called
by the Bubsecretary of National Defense for Marine to come
to his office where he was informed that the President
of Chile in consultation with the Minister of National
Defense and the Commander in Chief of the Chilean Fleet
had decided to offer Easter Island for sale or lease in
order to finance the construction of two crulsere abroad.
The Naval Attache was requested to inquire whether or
not his Government was intereeted and was informed that
the Governments of England, Germany, and Japan had also
been approached in the matter.

The American Ambassador in Chile later reported that
al though the Japanese Government had given an indlcation
of its interest in the acquisition of the island, the
Chilean Government had stated that no further negotiations

had taken place.

In an instruction dated February 4, 1938 the American
Gharg; d'Affaires in Bantiago was informed that he should
"avall himself of the next suitable opportunity to explain
to the appropriate Chilean authorities the interest of
this Government in any proposed transfer, permanent or
temporary, of Easter Island to a non-American country."

Financial
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Financial Conditions with Hespect to Proposed Transfer

Even before the recent earthquake which took so many
lives and which virtually paralyzed the economy of certaln
hitherto moderately prosperous regions of the country, the
Republic of Chile was experiencing a difficult economic
eriele because of exchange etringency and the necessity
to increase Government revenues. It became apparent that
drastic measures of economy and financial contrel with
their neceesarily unfavorable repercussions on Chile's
foreign trade were unavoidable unless some means of
relieving the adverse exchange eituation and of finaneing
for the Government could be found. Consideration now
18 being given to the poesibility of extending to Chile
agsletance in certain financial and economic matters
slmilar to that recently afforded to Brazil, According-
ly, 1t would seem that if ae a part of this aseistance
and cooperation Easter Island could be sold or leased
for a consideration sufficient to relieve the immediate
financlal etringency of the Republic, such a measure
would be helpful at thie time. In thie connection it 18
suggested that since the annual rental to be pald on a
long-term lease of the ieland could hardly be set at a
very large figure, from the point of view of Chile iteelf,
an outright purchase with immediate payment would appear
to be preferable.

It
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It 1s hardly necessary to observe that in traneferring
to this country possesslon of Easter Island either by out-
right eale or by long-term lemse, the Chilean Government
should be required first 1teelf to clear up any property
righte or concesslons mcquired by third parties on Eapter
Island so that when delivered, the island would be
entirely unencumbered for such uses as this Government

might desire.



b DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WASHINGTON

March 29, 1938

My dear Mr. Fresident:

The Department has been informed by the American
Charge d'Affaires ad interim at Teheran that the marriage
ceremonies of the Crown Prince of Iran to Her Royal
Highness Princess Fawzleh, sister of the King of Egypt,
will take place the middle of April, the date to be
fixed in the immediate future. The Ghargd’d'iffairen
adds that practically all countries represented at
Teheran are either sending speclal representatives or are
deeignating their Ministers or Chargés d'Affaires ad
interim as special representatives to attend these
ceremonies.

With a desire to strengthen further the relations
between the United States and Iran, I beg to recommend
that Mr. Cornelius Van H. Engert, at present Chargé
d'Affaires ad interim at Teheran, be deesignated as your
special representative with the rank of epecial envoy.

If you
The President,
The White House.
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If you approve the designation of Mr. Engert
as special envoy upon the occasion named, I shall be
plensed to notify him by telegraph, as well as the
Minister of Forelgp Affairs of Iran.

hfully yours,

j_\_; ﬂ\J..-Lj
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 29, 1838

Dear Steve;

I am sending you herewlth the draft I
am submitting for the President's consldera-
tlon of which we spoke on the telephone yes-
terday. I shall be grateful to you if you
will see that he gets 1t before he leaves
in order that he may take 1t with him to
Warm Springa,

Bellieve me

iu\[n very sincefely,
L]
Enclosgure,

The Honorable
Stephen Early,
Secretary to the President,
The White Houae,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 29, 1939

My dear Mr, President:

I am sending you herewlth the draft
we disgussed last week which ig intended
to serve as a basle for fifteen minutes
of the radio brosdosst which you may make,
I belleve it follows the lines you had in
mind as you indicated them to me,

Believe me
Faithfully yours,
Enclosure, ‘ \

The President,
The White Housa,




DRAFT

When we take stock of the recent course of inter-
national relatiocns, every one of us has reason for
profound miegiving. I would not be candid with you if
I 414 not tell you that in my own judgment the outlook
is very dark. Within the past weeks we have witnesgsed
the dismemberment of the free and independent nation of
Czechoslovakia; we have seen its unprovoked cccupation
by foreign troops and we have read the prooclamation
declaring the assumption by the German Government of a
protectorate over certaln of ite provinces. The legality
of such actlon your Government has deoclined to recognize.

The conscience of the entire world has been pro-
foundly shocked, Repeated and official assurances have
been violated., The conception of a world order based E
on law, on justice, and on reascn is being derided,

The chief of the government of a great people has pub-
liecly declared that force and power are the foundations
of relatione between states,

And every day that passes sees an ever greater

plling up of armaments, afn ever increasing expenditure



upon weapons of destruction although we all know that

a8 a result of this mad competition in armaments millions
of human beings, if they are not destroyed by a war,

will inevitably face starvation and ruin,

Everywhere nations and peoples are asking themselves
whether they too are destined to be the victime of unpro-
voked aggression., Is it any wonder that nowhere in the
world today does any real feeling of security remain?

There has been a tendency, I think, on the part
of all of us to concentrate too much on the aspects of
the immediate present as 1t concerns us rather than to
think of the ultimate consequences to this nation of a
continuance of thie collapse of law and order, and of
decency and Jjustice in the relations between peoples,

I believe the time has come for all of us to consider
in a purely objective way, leaving partiality and
prejudice as well as emotion to one slde, what these
deve lopments mean to the United States.

Let me review with you some of these developments

of the past few years,



In the autumn of 1931 Japan invaded Manchuria, an
integral part of the territory of China. While the
nominally autonomous state called Manchukuo was then set
up, we all know that that state 18 completely under the
control of Japan. A blow was then glven to the structure
of internationsl order of which the world has ever
gince felt the effects, Yet at the moment that thie
blow occurred many of us--probably most of us-- were
saying "After all, regrettable as it is, China is
elght thousand miles away. What happens there cannot
affect our own lives or the welfare of our own country,®

Then in 1935 came the conquest of Ethiopla by Italy.
Another blow shook the structure of international
security. And yet again most of our own people sald
"Of course it is too bad. But what goes on in a remote
and uncivilized corner of distant Afrloa can never
affect us,"

Two years later Japan began the invasion of Chine
south of the Oreat Wall, Fighting on an ever increasing
scale continues to this day. The countries who were

members of the League of Nations declared without a



dissenting voice that Japan was violating her treaty
obligatione not only with China but with other nations
and in thie verdict our own Government concurred. This
time the posesible effect upon our own country and upon
our own national interests of this treaty violation
was more widely recognized by the American people,

But stlll other crises were to come.

In March of the year 1938 the world saw the
absorption of Austria by Germany. This wae carried
out under the threat of force and was marked by the
imprisonment of the leaders of the Austrian Government,
the suppression of many liberties, and the application
of the doctrine that while Austrian asesets were to be
assumed, Austrian liasbilities would be declined,

Then came the critical month of Sgptember 1938,
when Europe came to the brink of war, The crisis
passed, An agreement was reached which hae subse-
quently been disregarded by one of the parties to 1it,
And as a result of such disregard, a short slx months
later, the independent Republic of Ozechoslovakia has,

at least temporarily, ceased to exist,
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During these past eight years we have all of us,
therefore, seen ever more frequently recurring instances
of the desregard by nations not only of their solemn
obligatione to other nations, but what is even more
disastrous, the disregard by certain nations of the
basic princlples upon which civilizatieén is founded.

These principles are nonintervention by one
country in the internal affairs of another; the solu-
tion of international difficulties when they arise
through peaceful negotiation rather than through the
exerclee of force, or through the threat of force:
general recognition, provided governments regpect
thelr obligations to others and do not commit aocts
of aggreesion againet others, of the common right of
all peoples, on equal terms, to buy and to sell in the
markets of the world and to have access to raw materlals;
and, above all else, I have in mind the principle that
might does not make right.

I belleve profoundly that nowhere in the world

today is there any people that desires war. I am



convinced that all peoplee share the peselonate de-
gire of the people of the United States to remain at
peace, It 1a the ordinary man and woman, the average
cltizen, who euffers from war.

The sentiment of this ecountry le not hostile to
any other people. It is aroused agalnet governments
that show their contempt for international decency and
Justice, for the sanctity of the pledged word, and
for every form of international cooperatlion based on
law, and who practice a policy of might, of conguest,
and of imperialism that threatens not only their
neighbors but the whole structure of international
order,

Let me, however, make this point very clear. While
we ourselves uphold the democratic form of government as
the kind of government in which we curselves believe
and by which we choose to be governed, we do not assume,
and we never have assumed, the right to eriticize any

other people because of the form of government by which



-
they themselves chocse to be governed, It is agailnst
the practises of other governments, when these practises
contravens the laws of humanity or shen they imparil
world order and conssquently the malntenance of world
peace, that we protest and rightfully protest,

We here in the United States have & ¥ital interest
in seelng that world peace ia maintained,

We have a vital interest in saelng that the prin-
oiples of international law should prevail,

Bome weeks ago I stated to the membars of the
Benate Committes on Military Affairs that in my Judg-
ment the interests of this natlon eculd not but be
drectly affected whenever the independence of some
other pease-loving and decent mesber of the family of
nationa is threateaned aor extinguished. And the reason
for that is very simple and should be olear to avery ons
of ua,

If the other nations of the warld who share our be=
liefs in international falr dealing, and who would live,
as we try to live, a8 good neighbors with the rest of the

community of natlons, are one by one dominated or oonquered
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by nations who believe in the poliocy of force and who

practlice the doetrine of the sword, our own Becurity,
our own lndependence, 1s thereby direectly threatened.

It 18 because this doctrine of force 18 ever ine
greasingly apparent in this world of today that we here
in the United States are engaged in building up our
oWn armament 8o that we can safeguard our own country
and gooperate, if need be, with our neighbors on thie econ-
tinent to defend the security of the Western Hemlesphere,
But we muet also remember that every time one of the
peace-loving nations of the world goes under, we must
correspondingly increase our own measures of self-defense,

It is for that reason that I bellieve the peéople
of the United States will recognize that our present
neutrality legislation should be changed, To ite pur-
pose to keep the people of the United States at peace,

We can all subscribe; with its results, as experience
hae demonstrated, we ocannot be Batiefied, As 1t stands
today, should war break out, no belligerent could buy
arme, ammunition, or airplanes, and licenses for export

already granted would automatically become vold, Thie
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knowledge 18 at once heartening to those powers who
may have aggressive designe and dlscouraging to those
who fear they may become the vietims of attack, It cannot
help being a factor in estimates of strength made by
those who observe law and by those who would defy 1t,
In our own intereste the American people should not
penalize those nations who are threatened with aggres-
slon., If war should unhappily come, they should not be
refused the opportunity of purchasing arme and munitions
from this country with which to resist attack.

I have sald to you before, I have seen war and I
hate war. The cardinal principle in the Torelgn policy
of my Adminietration 1s to keep the United States at
peace,

For that very reason, to keep the United States at
peace, we should make it possible for other reace-loving
nationse who are the vietims of brutal attack to obtain
in this country the munitions and the supplies which
they require to fight off aggression. We cannot be
blind to the faect that if such an attack succeeds in

first crushing them, 1t may well later threaten us,
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For the a@ame reason, to prevent the United States
from being forced into war, thils country should not
only make known ite abomination of the dooctrine of
lawlese force, it should also be prepared to undertake
such acts "short of war" as may be rracticable against
such nations as practice lawless forece.

Finally, and for the same reason, to keep the
United States itself safe from attack, we must, asoc
long ae brute force runs unchecked in the world, main-
taln our military and naval etrength at such a level
a8 to make 1t posesible for us successfully to defend
ourselves from the attack of any other nation or of any
other poesible combination of nations,

In common with men and women throughout the world,

the people of the United SBtates today Jjoin in volcing

that age-old prayer "Give us peace in our time, O Lord."

U:BW:IJ: MW
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Warm Springs, Ga.,
April 4, 1839,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE

Please read enclosed from
Bill Phillipe and return to ne,

It occurs to me that 1t
might be a good thing to send
a copy of my "ourtain lecture"
to Colonna in oconfidence %o
Phillips, Bullitt and Kennedy.
Also I think we might send a
copy of your memorandum of 1t
to Halifax and Chamberlain for
their confidential information.
It all ties in with the current
piocture.

F. D. R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE ;;Qzﬁaga

WABHINGTON

Warm 8prings, Oa.,
April 4, 1939,

HEMORARDUM FOR
THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE

FOR FREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY BIGNATURE.

F. D. R,

Letter dated March 37, 18939 from
Spruille Braden, Ambaseador to
Colombia.
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THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 18, 1839

My dear Mr. President:

I have today received a ta.vlngrml from
Jules Henry who you may remember was Counselor
of the French Embassy here for twenty years
and has now recently been appointed French
Anbassador to Brazil, His meseage reads ns

followa:

"Please convey to the President my
warmest congratulations and deepest grati-
tude for hie splendid message which con-
8titutes the only hope we have had for a

Ly

Belleve me
F ully yours,

The President,
The White House,
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X DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 28, 1839

My dear Mr, President:

The Department has now received a telegrem from
Norman Armour gladly accepting your offer of appointment
a8 Ambassador to Argentina, and likewise a telegram from
Douglas Jenkins accepting your offer of appolntment as
Minister to Bolivia. Norman Armour has asked that he be
permitted to express to you his "very deep appreciation
of this further mark of confidence on the part of the
President",

Will you let me know when you have had an opportunity
of reaching a decision with regard to the new appolntments
which will have to be made to Ohile and to Peru? Under
present conditione I think it would be very wise to get
our new ambassadors to Bantiago and Lima as soon as posseible.

Believe me

Faithfully yours,
s b
The Fresident,
The White Hpuse,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 29, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

I recelved this morning from & friend
in Paris the two elippings from French news-
papers which I attach herewith. I think they

will amuse you. The caricature of Hitler and

point.

yourself is, I think, particularly to the
Believe me
Fgqithfully yours,

\‘ ,,ULJ

The President,
The White House.
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ANKLIN

par

Jean BASTIA

Monsieur Roosevelt, homme sage,
Auteur d'un illustre message

De douceur ot de calme empreins,
Porte un prénom fameux : Franklin.

En onomancie on affirme

Que le nom est comme une firme
Au pouvoir caché mais certain
Qul marque un étre et son destin,

Cette science est fantaisiste.

Je w'y erois point et n'y Insiste
Point parce qu'elle définit

Que « Benito » vient de « béni »,

Ou que cing lettres ont en elles
Dans « Adolf » vertus paternelles,
A crolre au prénom de « Franklin ».

Ce Roosevelt, qul se prénomme
Comma s'appelait le Bonhomme,
Nas-l pas, lul aussi, capté
Des forces d'électricité ?

Dans un jour extraordinsire
Retrouvé le paratonnerre ?
Que bien inspiré le parrain
Qul, done, I'a prénommé Frankiin P




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 3, 1939.

MEMORANDUK FOR
THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE

TO READ AND RETURN

’l n! ai

Letter of April 18, 1939 from
Ambassador Bullitt enclosing
memoranda from Charles B.
McDaniel, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PRIVATE May 4, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE

On the question of countervailing
duties versus Italian ococoons H
tell the Italian Government ab
quickly., Thirty days notice is 0.
The Secretary of the Treasury is about
to go to Alcatraz. If the Jury dis-
agrees he will be impeached in the
genate. Save him =- and me! Put it

through PDQ.

r. ni R'
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DEFICIAL ATiONE TO s "f
THE SECAETARY OF BTATE F
WARN TR, B v i

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 8, 1939

My dear Mr, President:

The Department has received from O, N, I, certain
information with regard to the activities in San Fran-
cisco of Captain Wiedemann., I bellieve thie information
will be of interest to ¥you and I am consequently attach-
ing a copy of the pertinent memorandum,

Belleve me

Falthfully your

Enclosure;
Memorandum,

The President,
The White House,



corY

"4 May 1938

"One Otto SCHROEDER, whose father wag, at one time,
stationed at the German Naval S8tation, Kiel, Oermany, 1is
an engineer on board the 85.8,BALTIMORE, plying between
Baltimore, Maryland, and the West Coamst, He olaims per-
sonal acqualntance with Captain Fritz WIEDEMANN, whom he
contacts when the 5,5,BALTIMCRE reaches Ban Francisoo,

"Last night, SBCHROEDER told Informant the detalls of
certain German and Russian developments which appeared in
today's papers, olaiming he had obtained the information
from Captain WIEDEMANN during his last contact with him,
He further atated thst Captaln Wiedemann expscts to come
to Washington in the near future to teke over the office
of the German Oharge d'Affaires, and that SOHACHT is to
be the German Ambassador in the Washington Embassy, He
stated that Captain WIEDEMANN 18 making strenuous efforta,
through sociml contacts, to enlist the support of Ex-
President HOOVER, and that he will accomplish thise, in
some means, through Mr, HOOVER's son."
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Lettar to Fras
From Susner Wellss
¥ay 11, 1838

In re-Bres, memo of May 10th

gbout the British Gov. making an
announcement sbout Palestine--attaches
1etter from Keonsady of May 10th. Also
telagram to Brandels from Henry Montor.

Ses Palestina folder-Forsign Pile-Drawer 1-1838
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THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

May 11, 1939

——

eraonal

My dear Misa LeHand: 8

Ag you remember, the President - and I
hope Mras. Roosevelt - ls coming out to dine
with ue informally on Wednesday, May 17th.

Will you mek him and let me know whether
it would be agreeable to him 1f we asked the
Britieh Ambassgador and Lady Lindaay, the Bwiss
Minister and Madame Peter, Mr. and Mre. Norman
Davis, and Mr. Pendleton Turner to dine that
night., If there are any other people whom
he would 1ike to see, we would of course be
only too happy to have them and I should be
gi'l.;:fﬂl if he would make any suggestions he
wishes,

Many thank you and belleve me

Yours very sincerely,

SESTRN/

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,
Fersonal Secretary to the President,
The White Houge,
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s k ' DEPARTMENT OF STATE
' WASHINGTON

May 16, 1939,

—

¥y dear Mr, President:
The 1£ﬁant1na Anmbgesador called to see me this

afternoon and left with me the text of & telegram he
hed Just recelved from hie Government which in trans-
lation reads as followe;

"In the name of the President of the Repub-
lie I request you to make known to President
Hoosevelt the great pleamsure with which thie
Government has seen hie attitude with regard
to the lmportation _of Argentin b
which 1s unanimously IHEE?EruEuE a8 & gesture
of good will on the part of the Government of
the United S8tates for the better solution of
the commerclal problems which exiet between the
United S8tates and this country,®

I have told the Ambassador I would tske great pleas-
ure in tranemitting thie message to you.
Belleve me

N
Fa thfully yours,

7 (s

The President,

The White House.
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Navy DEPARTMENT
BurgEAU oF SUPPLIES AND AcCCoOUNTS

L4/33-56(10)

Wasmineron, D, C.

15 May 1989

Washington D ¢

House of Representatives
iy dear Mr, Sabath)

Hen, A J Sabath

s the Navy
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made to appear that the Navy, in
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and elsewhere were served with putrid meats of foreign origin.

nothing to indloate that
and a very ocareful
by the Army in the
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ign meats at that time,

into the history of Spanish American War beef inquiry, and
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it is interesting to find testimony to the effect
during the same period

any belief that forelgn-packed meats were obtained b

In this connection,
that, contrary to
States Government at that time
ea paokers
gn lands

United
the

s 1 suggest that you refer

oare to pursue this subjeot lurther
Navy Journal, Volume 38. 1858-1A9%9,

you
and

Very sincerely,
RAY SPH)
Rear Admi B8C UsN
of the Navy



CANNED CORNED BEEF FOR THE
HAVY

Price

1. BSouth American canned corned beef is available
to the Navy at a much lower cost than ocanned cormed
beef made on a especial order basis in the United States.

2. The low bid of the Argentine Meat Producers
Oo-operative to supply 48,000 pounds of such canned
meat to the Navy was only ©.73 cents per pound, ex-
duty, as compared with the lowest domestio bid of 23.61
cents,

3, Award of the contract to the lowest domestio
bidder would have cost the taxpayers more than 23 1/3
times the expenditure for the Argentine produot.

T "Buy-Amerioc n

1. This Aot never was intended to force the
Government to purchase domestic products regardless
of cost.

3. The letter and spirit of that Aot have been
carried out faithfully by providing a differemtial
of 100 percent in favor of domestic products om purchases
under $100 and a differential of at least 25 peroent
on purchases in excess of $100, as a guide in making
government purchases,

3« Even
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3« Even with the customs duty (whieh goes into
the Treasury) added to the low Argentine bid to supply
a small quantity of canned corned beef to the Navy,
malking the price 15.73 cents Per pound, the differential
amounts to more than 50 percent, twice as much as the
differential used as & gulde under the Buy-American
Aet for purchases over $100.

4. The proposed emendment to the Navy Appropriation
Bill 1is in substence a proposal to amend the Buy-American
Act and should be considered as such rather than in con-
nectlon with a particuler appropriation bill.

Quality

ls It 18 no reflection upon the quality of our
cattle that we cannot afford to use them for canned
corned beef.

2. 1In the United States all the higher grades of
beef are sold at relatively high prices in the fresh
meat market; other grades are used prineclipally in
ground meat products, except that occaslonsally they
are used to fill Government orders for canned corned
beef.

3« 1In South America, on the other hand, good
cuts of beef as well as trimmings are used for corning

and



and canning, since the demand for South Amarican frash,
ehilled or frozen beef doss not use up availabls
supplies.

4+ The use of higher grade American cuts to pro=
duce corned beef of a quality equal to that offered by
the South Americsn packers would result in a furthear
subatantisl inerease in prics.

Other Consildarations

1. Since there is no commercial production of
canned corned beef in the United States, eny such beef
supplied by domestic packers to the Government from
plents in this country must be made at relatively high
cost on a special order basia.

2+ Without helping American cattle producers, the
proposed amendment would harm our trade relations with
irgentine and other countriess.

3. Oovernment purchases of canned corned besf will
help to provide South American countriss with purchasing
power for American products needsd or desired in thoasas
countries, without detriment to American cattls producers

or the meat-packing induatry. .



Latter to Prosident
From Summer Wellesa
Kay 16, 18930

In re=Welles conversation with Father Cerroll, Asst
to Mensignor Re who gave him message from the
Pope to the effect that hls belief 1s that thoe Peace
of Burope ls gravely endangered etc eto.

See-=Italy folder=Foreign file-Drower 1=1830
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ASTMEEE CFPICIAL COMMUMCATIONS TO / v,

THE BECRETARY OF STATE

WA NG TOM, D, © . . _'/"-'/(}ff"-‘

DEPARTMENT OF STATE \y’\
WASHINGTON

May 17, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

‘The Venezuelen Ambassador called to see me this
morning. The Ambassador said that in his last conver-
gation with you, you had expressed the desire to see
Venezuela once more and to make a vislt to that country.
The Ambassador told me that he had communicated your
statement to the President of Venezuela and that he had
now recelved a message from Preeldent Lopez Contreras
saying that nothing would give the Government and people
of Venezuela greater satisfaction than to have you visit
Venezuela and that he earnestly hoped that you would find
1% possible to make such a visit in the near future. I
told the Ambassador that I would be happy to transmit
this message to you,

You may be interested to know that the Ambassador
also told me that you were the popular hero of Venezuela,
He sald that when he was recently in Oaracas he went to

a moving pleture which showed a news reel of yourself

The President,
The White House,
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and that when you appeared on the sereen the entlre
audience rose and applauded. He sald that the perform-
ance wal merely a routine performance at the theatsr
and that when he ingquired about 1t, was told that the
same demonstration took place at every performence of
the film,

Believe me

déil{ullr yours, | °

e [ty
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THE WHITE HOUSE AR

WASHINGTON

May 18, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE

I have found the various memoranda
I had made in regard to this ldst. I

think in Class Four I will go along
with Benton on your statement that he

has rnunroatly roved. I am told
Ralph C. ser will sixty-five on
January third next. His promotion,
therefore, would be made merely in
order to give him a higher pension.
That is not dome.

Clase Five - I will O.K. DeCouroy
but please let me know more
Childs' foreign wife and family. I

have my doubts.
Glunsu-ldono;ithmklm

uﬂongwithﬂndfdon. s trouble

guthamrm'oummm

in Wash n and 1f he were in the
or the Navy he would not be

promoted.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-3=

Class Seven - Gerald A. Drew - I
gather that he is best known in the
et 1:;“th':dm. oy 'Iinhnt

nes you wan promote
mthngorﬂ.u'r

Olass Eight - Willard Galbraith -
What about the s of his behavior
in Honduras? You might let me have
your reports on this.

Frederick P, Latimer - 1t seems
rather definitel w,_th“ I!‘;:l'll
years ago while singfore
talked publioly about his Government
being in the hande of Commmnists,
headed by the undersigned.

F. D, R,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 15, 1939,
MEMORANDUM FOR
UNDER SECRETARY WELLES:

On this list of recommended promo-
tions I serilously qt.w:n:.'l.«:tn:T Ll

Ty .:' ’.""

Class Four - Benton and Busser’'’ foal
s . _

Clase Five - Childs and DeCourcy. '’

Class six - Hodgdon, '~ * Mivh,. Yer o

HWtway . ’J:r' . .rf“ 9 i)
Class seven- Drew,w. . 6 . °© T i
Class eight- Galbraith and Latimer.;../

) o8 1
You might bring Messersmith and /
Howland Shaw over with you to talk with

F' D. R.

Ene,



THE WHITE HOUSE

Hey 4, 1929.
:I'n s
ast ‘L'}'_' .pui'

mummr.ﬁuq e -d"”

to Cless II?
5 Why is not W. Ferry George - ‘
fordestzx, on this li.lt‘!"s"ﬁ .:r .H”‘ :J'
. €. Squire, mﬂnm« |
.nr'f

Wo prosotien sinee 1930. [mi'i l]
Wit }"”“"




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 15, 1838,

THE URDERSECRETARY OF STATE
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F. D. R.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

June 26, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

The Department hae given very ocareful attentiom
to the points raised in your memorandum of June 6
Trogarding the assignment to Venezuela of Mise Annita M.

Ker of the Library of ﬂonE_n_r:_-_. Following a further

study of the oase with a view to possible reduction in
the compensation proposed for Miss Ker, your muthoriza-
tion of this detail has been ocommmicated to the
interested officials and to Mise Ker with the indica-
tiom that her total remuneration while in Venezuela
will be at the rate of $4880 per anmum, which inoludes
her basio oompensation of $3000 per anmum, plus an
allowance of §340 per month (#3880 per anmum) for
quarters and subaistence. Miss Ker salled for Oaracas
on June 16 last.

I was muich interested in the information contained

in your memor f June 15 to the effect that the cost

of living in Oaracas had been estimated by an independent
source
The President,
The White House.
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socurce t0 be from 70 percent to 80 percent higher than
in the United Btates in terms of American dollars. As
you indicated, the per anmum rate of approximately $4880
exeeeds a straight increase of 70 percent to 80 percent
in Mises Ker's salary in the United Btates. However, if
Miss Ker were to be detalled temporarily away from her
regular post of duty for service within the United States,
she would receive an allowance of $5.00 per diem under the
Standardized Travel Regulations during such a detail, or
in other words an allowance at the rate of approximately
$1800 per anmum. If this allowance were augmented by the
lower figure mentioned in your memorandum (70 percent), it
would total $3080 per anmim, whereas the amount authoriszed
for Miss Ker in addition to her regular salary was $180
less than that, or $3880 per annum.

In revising the amount of additional oompemsatiom,
the Department toock into oomsideratiom the fact that
Miss Ker was able to make arrangements to give up her
apartpent in Washington for the period of her absence
and hemce will have no financial responsibilities in the
United Btates while she is ocutside this country. When
considering further requeste for services to be performed
in Venezuela by officers who do maintain homes or
families in the United Btates, I believe that those

faotors
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factors may make 1t necessary to mugment the total
compensation to a greater degree than in the present
case.

A systematioc effort is made to keep the information
in the files of the Department accurate with regard to
the cost of living in foreign ocities where diplomatio
and oomsular representation is maintained, and the data
concerning the cost of living in Oaracas appear, in
general, t0 be oonsistent with the informatien you pro-
vided in your memorandum of June 15. I am, however,
causing & new investigation to be made in order to have
completely up-to-date information oconcerning the cost of
living in this exoeedingly expensive post.

Regarding Miss Ker's qualifications for the work to
be undertaken in Venezuela, I am informed by the Library
of Oongress that she is particularly well fitted by reason
of her library experiemce, her intimate kmowledge of the
Spanish language and her sustained interest in the broad
field of Hispanio-American history and literature.

Mise Ker 1s a graduate of Wellesley (A.B. 1830), where she
took honors in Spanish and English literature. BShe has
had seven years of Government service, speoializing in the
treatment of Hispanic material, and she has in addition

done special library work on two occasions in Mexioco Oity.
In
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In 1831 she was engaged under the Harvy Bassler Foundation
in collecting hietorical and bibliographic material im
Mexico, and in 1936 she obtained a fellowship from the
Amerioan Library Associatiom to compile & guide to Mexican
public documents. Bhe has alsc instructed librarians from
the other Ameriocan republics who at varicus times have
oome to study the methods and organisation of the Library of
Omgress. It is my understanding that these experiences,
together with her fluent knowledge of Bpanish, motivated
the Veneruelan Govermment in making m specifioc request for
her services in connection with the pending reorganization
of the National Library in Oaracas,

With regard to your comment comoerning the affect of
assigmments under the Aot of May 3, 1839, Public No. &3,
cn Mise Ker's prospescts for promotion, I take pleasure
in stating that the Library confirms your underetanding
that sucoessful performance of dutles on behalf of a
forelgn government will be taken into cemsideration., I
hope that her work will prove entirely satisfactory to the
suthorities of the National Library and that upon its con-
olusion a favorable report may be volunteered by the

fu\d_ #‘ AW/



June 24, 1939

Memo for Gen. Watson
From Summer Welles

Attaches conf deapatches from Amb Blddle marked
for the President

No. 1069, dated June 1, 1939 comcerning the pos=-
glible reopening of negotiations affecting Danzig
and the Corridor;

No. 1072, dated June 3, 1939 reporting the sub-
stance of a conversation with the Polish Ambassa-
dor to Great Britain on Anglo-German differences:

No 1074, dated June 3, 1939 concerning status of
Polish attempts to obtain British financial
assistance.

No. 1075, dated June 3, 1939 concerning reaction

in officlal Polish circles to Molotov's address
of May 31, 1939.

S8ee Poland folder-Foreign File--Drawer l1l--1930



June 27, 1939

Mgrmo to Gen. Wataon
rp- Sumer Welles

Encloses Ambassador Biddles despatoh of
June 3. 1939.

In re-obgervations of Blddle on his recent
talks betweon the General Staffs of Poland
and France and of Poland and Great Britain.

See--Poland folder-Forelgn Plle«Drawer 1-1030
I



Letter to Prasident
From Surner Wellea

June 28, 1939

In re-Presidents desire to hold mesting of
Executive Commlttes of the Inter-governmental
Committee on Re eos which hs took up with
Myron Taylor as Fresident wished. Attaches
Toaylor's resction on meeting to him for the
Pres. information.

Soe Palestine folder-Foreign file-Drawer 1-1038
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