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January 9, 1939, 

Letter to the President from Sumper Welles 
t r ansmitt1n& t he original of a communication to the 
President from His Majesty Abdul Atit i bn Saud, King 
of Saudi Arabia , 

Re- Jewieh eituation and Palestine 

See o Palest i ne folder - Drawer 1-1939 
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DC,AIIlTMCMT OF aTATE 

WAaHI"GTON 

laD\IarT II, 19~9. 

~y dear ~r. Preoidont: 

Tho 8pon1oh Allbaoudor left tr1 th •• tb1o •orn-

1114 a obart and Maoran&la 1nd1oat1ng tho Gol'llan oub­

II&J'i no baooo noo: ootabliohod in apanUh terri torr. 

I bolloYo rou • 111 find thoa of lntoroot. 

Bel1eTe •• 

J:noloeurea: 
Ohart; 
llnorandua. 

Tho Prooldont, 

Tho 1lb1 to HO\loo. 
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Bnrceloc~. D~~. l# •• tn the la'~ re• aoothl, ~•raan• AaYe built 

rlve sub:&rl~• b•••• on tbt c~t or ~~alG. three are on the 

nortnero coest.: at. Pa••J•• (bUDao), at El Perrot and at Vllla ... 

s~cla \Vlgo). The other two are near the ~tre1ta or Olbralt.er. 

at ~alega and b~v1llo, eont and we&t or 01bralt~r. 

Tbeae beaea are or the lateot type. U:uoh. or t.he equ lp::~ent 

already exlattr~ ln 1g3e baa been used 1o aettln& toe= up. They 

lnolude ''llltully o~ourlage4 ebeltera or rel~torceG concrete 

wnlcb are etreet.lve proteotlon rraa attaoka b7 alr or bJ eee ac4 

-bleb aerve •• •heltar tor aubaar1nea or all ty~••· There are 

undergr ound depota ror torpedoe . alaea and a~oltlona. fuel tenke, 

worke!IOJ.S ror koeplna •ubmarlne8 1n oon41tlon end excellent equip­

ment ror maklng even t~~ moo~ complicated repair•. 

Care hef;l been "ucen 1.0 protect. t.oe buueu rrCIII aea or air 

att.ecka . ibere ur• •~ro~ b4rrages, ooob1ne4 wl~b powerful tloatlng 

and at."\tlo!lflry artlllery, uny anti-elrcrart. 'batt.trlea ot ia end 

t? -· •• well •• ac:.e or tO.t tor use durtaa at.t.aoka u de at low 
all-1 t.ude. 

The el.rateglo Yalu• or the aub~arlne baaea 11 the following: 

the three nort.hero ba111 are a~out ~20 k1loc.e"era tram Brest ; g20 

troa the aoutbern and eouthweatorn coaata or Oreot Brltoln an4 1 ,100 

from tne Dover-C&lala llne . In other words , one or the s lowest 

Oeraan eubmarloea. or 2~0 tona with a 9 , 200 ktlomtttr radlua or 

act ion, would haYt to use only 2• pereeol. ot lte oepeclty lc o~er 

to reach the Do•er-Calala llce &n4 then return to ltl beee. 

•• 

' 

\ 

I 

' I 



Por ~he ease tri p , Oermsn ~ubm~rln•• hftvlr• trDW ~0 to 

?lr ~one 1nd • radLua or 1~ .~ ~tlomt~•r• would need only 

1 ~ ~~rcen~ or their redlua ot aet1on. 
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O&RIIlll OUBlWUlQI BA8E8 IN IIP.UN: I 

PU.UX8, 1!AAOL, VIl.UDAMU, 81:VllJ..A, IIAUOA. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASH INGTON 

IIIIIOil.dDUK JQR 

tiB DIDIRSIORE!Ailt or B!Aft 

lUll JOQ apeak to • 

r. D. R. 

Lo~hand memorand~ 

s . .1 . 

Jimmy Dunn - - not t o be reported 
to by s. s. 

How about Puleston? R~t1r~d. 

DWCLASSIFII!) 
! y Deput y A~chi•lo' ~f the U. S. 

87 I . J. St•wart llu t u MAR 7 lglZ 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

0 Q:S , , 

1anuary :i!l , l 9J9 

r. D, •· 

Enc. - Let ter 1/7/39 trom Aab. Claude o. Bowers, 
Saint-1ean- de- Luz, zrance - re ~eeeage to 
Coll8r88a and co=enta on general t orelgn 
eituation. ate. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

0 ?' ' t!' J o.euetry 21, 19)9 

~. D, R: 

EDc. - Lette~ 1/5/39 troa Aab . William Phillips 
Rcae , Ita17 togethe~ with ceao ot hie conYe~aa­
t1on with Wussol1n1 , 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASH IN<aTON 

I 71' Sift 

'1. D. •• 

Let ter - 1/8/39 troc George A. Gordon , The 
Hague , Netherlands tel ls ot entbus1est1o 
reception wi th wbich Presi dent ' s message t o 
Congress was received t here . 



Yy dear Kr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF' &TATE 
WASH I NGTON 

January 2& , 19~9 

In replr to the inqu1rr contained in rour letter 

ot Januarr 24, it doee not eeea to ae that the aeeeage 

troa t he French Prise K1n1ster Which the French Allbae­
eador lett with rou require• anr turther aoknoWle~ 
aent, You reoeiYed the Aabaeaador pereonall7 and troa 

what he tells ae aade hia ••rr happf b7 ezpre88ing r our 

particular appreciation ot the aeseage sent r ou. The 
Aaba ... ador i•ed1atelr tranaaitted to hie Prise K1n1eter 

the etateaente which rou aade to h1a and I beline that 

that can be regarded •• oa.plete aoknowledgaent ot the 

••••age r ou reoeiYed. 

Bel1eYe ae 

Enc. 

The President, 

The 'lhi te Roue e . 
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AJ'IL\IISAl>l! 

DE l.A lliPI'B~lQt'l! TIIA.'I'rAUH! 

At~" #.7:~TH·~~J8 

lA Pr4atctra <11.1 Co1.1tU 
il 

l'Anb"\esadeur de F'ronoe A •. ~ehlnc.ton 

l.a Gouvernt.men t t-ranQuil appr(c11 bau tezaent l'ap­

pu1 que lt Pr,otdtat dtl ~ta~t-~n1a a ~enu A donner lu1-

m&~e .uz :e~brea 4e !e ~·•son rrar.qot&e du ~t.;tre de 

l'.lr . 

lt£.;1 1U b6:jftCt dt l ' &r t de l'alr fr D~Mtae par la 

.;ou.,err.t~aen; a.:afrtcat.a, t. la ra• 14" de la hau;.e tn~n­

~r.tlcn dont 11 sot; ;oute l't-.ortance et lea L•~~e~aee 

oona4 -.ut=eea . 

Je Youa sereta obll ·6 de tran-=ettrt per.oLnellt­

Jtent A 11. le ?r4al4tt:t ttli>Oa Ydt l'txJ'ruaton Cl.e 1101 

aent1mente de proron4e sratU.ude . / . 

(elen6) 

PAHlS , lt 19 Janvier l~~v . 
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Ky dear Kr. Pree1dent: 

f's F 

DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE 
WA8HINGTON 

January 26, 1939 

I have known Edwin W1leon tor •an:r yeare and I 

oone1der h111, ae I thtnk the Secretary doee, one ot 

the two or three ableet 11en in our Foreign Service. 

It 1e 1noonce1vable that he would eend a meeeage or 

th1e kind. If he telt 1t neceeeary to express any 

viewe to you directly he would undoubtedly do it 

through the Departaent. 

So tar ae I can be eure or anything , I am eure 

that th1e 11 not •our Wileon•. 

Do you w1eh me to eend a oopy or th1e aeeeage to 

the Ellbaeey 1n Parle and aek Bull1tt to try to t1nd out 

what WilBon 1t aay be? 

thtull y your •, 

The pree1dent 

The White Houae. 



Parle, Janu..,.,. 21, li~ 

~~T.Honorable Mrt. Pr&nklln Roott•tlt 
(Poroonal) 

Would greatly appreol&tt lt rou could &rr&ftll tbat following 
attt&«t rtaohtt Pretldtn~ RooeeYtlt. 

•rrenob OO•ern .. nt hat done IY&rythln& to ttrengthen country 
by abol1ab1ng tortr hour week, lnoreaalng t.xatlon, etc., but 
butlntee oondltont bert and European demooraolee art detertoratlng 
rAp1417 oauelng wldttprtad ptttlaiem at how hea•r ~&XII can be 
p&14 and creating eplrlt ot 4eteat1ta and teeltnc that ala• ao•tng 
dtaooraotea who are alW&JI on detent1Yt cannot oopt wlth 41ctatora. 
ell&ller oountrtee art loetna faith tn abUlty 1..,... dtaooraotea 
wtthet&D4 41ctatore and oontequently t hey are r.p14l7 beooalng 
eubetrY1ent to 41otatora. Thlt ttate or a4•arotnc p&r&lyate has 
b•tn ~lng on tor aontht &ad 41otatora 1 nest blow •111 ~ortly 
M acatnat FI'Nioe whlob 11 laat. 1.8ponant bulwark of 4e~crao1•• 
ln Continental EUrope. It •• let oarael.ee ll14e lnto another 
or1111 a1a1lar 'tO lept•ber we lhall alwa,-a be on 4etenel.e &D4 
t oroe4 to g1Ye one Yltal oonoeta1on atter anotblr. I bill••• 
ltrblrt IOOYer IJit .. or llttlftC tb1RCI 4eter1or&tt al~lt tO 
point or 41 ... ter before taking oonttruot1Yt aot1on lt partloularlr 
4an~ttrout now. Wlt.h ooabtned. 41otatort •naot tao1nc her rranoth 
tlnenolll., butlnttt, eoonoa1o an4 internal ttreq~h 11 bllna upptd 
A&Ur, · *llttrwton n .att aot qu1okl.J 1.t rranoe 11 to &Y014 ttrlout 
internal •e&Uninc an4 anotbtr 110 oalltd Jutt appt&ltMnt auah •• 
Mun1oh, whiCh 11 treYIIt7 on the "r4 appeaee .. nt 1t one 1111 •Mt 
a Y&ee&l ttate wbJeot to ChtrMAJ CzeohotloYakla baa bloo•. 
lourt4ttt Mtbo4 o t 41tentt 11 attaot an4 lhtNfore l reepeottull7 
011boo1t tollotrinc -•Uoa to ,..,.. to ••ol4 4n rot co1nc ...,. 
further. U Dirt teold.Oal &rT&DpMfttl ln \hlatelYII hOb U 
prooeat 6ofaoto ot~lllaatlon oro DOt outfloleat t4 help rraaoe 
f1aan.01all7 an4 1Dteraall.J J NOGMID4 1-cll&tl lepl l'tab111&&­
tton or trano, pound oterl.lnc 11114 4ollal' an4 o-1tanoouol.7 
1DON&e1q price Of p14 1ft all three OIU'"Nnolet tO JOUI" leaal 
llalt .o worl4 woul4 rea11&e woh tt&b111a.at1oa NUl oa fll'll 
toun6otlon an4 an,.... Fro11011Ma OM oontl4ont17 taoo opproaobJ.nc 
cUotatort• blow wlth knowledp that 4t•oorao1tt &f"' un1tt4 b7 
toatth1nc aor-e ooaoNtt tbaft roo& wtlh••• AI lt 11 r1n1rt.l.l7 
roall&e4 tb&t pl'ioe of C014 wlll enntuall7 han to be 1noroaoo4 
fro• Uo pro .. nt arUtlolal leYol la ~.,.4, rranoe an4 11111 to4 
lt•t•• untll th1t ooouPI an4 pl4 prtoe 11 1"&1114 to tQ\1.1 YaltDt 
or tortr one aouare per ou.noe 1n t:h••• three oountrltl, oontu11t111, 
bllolaeoo UDOortalntJ an4 ourrono,. 4oabto Will .. ltlplJ an4 notblnc 
oaa brlftl ol"4er "' or e-.1et1nc ohaoa. 



Tbla united tlnanclal front or ~· lea41nc 4eaooraoltt co~4 &lao have dtter rlnc tffect Oft fU~~ acgr.aalYt pOllOltl Of 41ctatort Who al• at• count on • t&ktnlns one country at a tlct and benet tht lr ~oablne4 atte~t to tap rranoe't ttrength. It 1t dlttloult to reali~e bow buelnett etagnatlon an4 deprtttlon bat 4t't'tlopt4 and bow 4noral..lu4 p-u.bllo tttl.1n&' hat beoo• the .. laat r~• • ttka. Attt r recent ,eara of ~P htr t ttey 4o not ftel tht7 are gettln« .uch t&ftClbla btlp t roa England or ~rloa ln t•otna ooabtne4 41otatort• onooalng blow. rbtrt .. 1 be otrtaln l~ortant people l n leading dt.ooratl o Rovernmentt who ln thtlr eftortt tor eo called appeatt .. nt and alto tor oert&ln other rt&IODI Will oppOII &doptl~ ., IUI@tl~lOft now. I~Ob lftd1Y14ualt would rut •e.Uenlnc Trance 1 ruanclal, eoonoalo an4 internal et~cw.re , .. n tbO\l(Ch thlt wo\ll4 tof'Ct btr to aoctpt anotbtr Uun1Qb capltulatlon, but &nJ tuoh weakening of rranot would oertalnl1 be aga lntt Aaerloafa l ntere•t and extremtlJ 4angerou• to Unittd ltatet. l rtapeot tullJ reco .. en4 th&t thlt unltt4 front or t~t lea41nc dtaoc~ltl ~ p.t lnto lfftot ~41atll7 •• ln &441Uon to other 'Ylt.a.l reaaofte enuatrda4-~abon lt wi.ll alto be e-onorete •a.rn..lnc to dlotatore be~ore 41otatcrt b7 thelr .,,,.,._ tl•t tactlo• plaot th••••l••• ln lnextrloa~lt potltlon tro. whioh tb17 oannot retreat. It m7 toregolng eug(e stlon could be aaee arreotlwe before H1tler1 a apeeob on January tblrt1etb I believe lt •111 chaft8t oouret or worl4 ••• nta •• othtrwltt EurQ9ean tltuatl n -., get btJOn4 control. 

11-:a..on. 



--· 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

J.-r7 ae, lNt. 

JO:IIORAIIDtll.l rat 

'fiR UlfllERSIORE!ART f;, BTAft 

Before aattac a flD&l 4eo1eloD 

lD the 111114•,.nD oue, I thlllk JG111 

ehoul4 talk \be .. ,,.~ o•••• lD 

OODtlcl&oe, nth ~ Rd«)', 1lllo 

hU 2U' nUPCi u 111lltecl 8\&tH 

Dhulot Attol'MJ lD lew ton. 

r. o. ll. 
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Kr dear Kr. Preo1dent: 

DEPARTMC:MT OF &TAT€ 

WA8HINOTON 

Wltb reference to our oon•eraatlon on the tolepbone 

reoterda,r evening, I have oont1ned m1 1arpreoo1on that no 

reques t l"<lo yet been IDAde or tl\1e aovernment by the acroan 

Oovern.Rnt tor tho leauanoe ot an exequatur to Oapt&in 

J"r1tJ. W1edea.ann aa Oenu.n Conaul General in San Pranclaco. 

AI rou tno•, Captain Wltdtaann • •• H~tler'• coa=and-

1ng otr1oor dur1 ng the World liar and hae 1n r ecent yo are 

been one or b1o three A6,Jut&Jito . Be hao d1oohlrged numer­

oua peraona-l lllea1one tor R1tler abroad, parUoularl1 1n 

England . 

I tlnd that our ~aeer 1n Berlin haa conaidered that 

Wiedemann represent ed an tnr luenoo ror mo4er&t1on. Against 

th1.a the oolr ad•erat taotor o1 record ls a reterenee ~~&de 

by Ruar1ob 1D an arr1dav1t dated February 17, 1938, 1n 

whloh R\DLrich atattd that Wledeaann, a a Hitler' 1 pereon&l. 

em1ooary, bad v1o1ted O.r~n un1to in tho United 8tstoe. 

In a telegram dated Jaouary 21, our Charge d'Atta1reo 1n 

Tbe Proaldent, 

the Wh1 to BOUlt. 



• 

Berlin reported t hat be wao 1nol1ned to interpret tha 
reported appointment or Wiedemann ae ConeUl General 1n 
San rrancleco •ae a •eane to re.ove Wledeaann troa 
81 tler1 a .taaedlate entourage, where he la genoT&ll7 oon­
e1dored to have represented a.n influence 1n the <Ureot1on 
ot a pol1oy ot Boderat1on and a meeting ot the viewpoint 
ot foreign oountr1ee •. 

I n a telegram dated .)'anuary 23, the !llbaeoy 1n Parle 
reported thAt the •1e• wae oxpreeeed by a leading Parle 
t1nano,1eJ. paper, 1n 41aouea1ng t he d l em.ieeal of Soh&oht, 

that •the oo1no1dental re:aoval ot Captain Wiedemann -

advereary ot von R1bbentrop•s extrem1at pallor- with tha 
cUeg:race of the Pree14ent ot the 1\elohabank, lea••• tbe 

war elear to a t1nano1al and eoono•lo polloy eubordinoted 
ent1relr to aUltary nee de. • 

Unl••• you aee eo-a reuon to tbe oontrur, lt and 
when the ort1C1al requeet tor the exequatur U •e.de, it 
would eeem to .. that we obould make no ob,eot1on but that 
•• ehould b.a•e Wledeaa.nn• a act1T1 tlea 1.n 'an rrano1aco 
f ollowed ln the aoet detailed manner by our own agonte 
w1tbout pora1 tt1ng Wledeannn to know that be h being 10 
t oll.,.ed. Will you let •• know your deo1o1on . 

Eelle .... 
117 roure, 



Kr deer Mr. Prea1dentl 

OCitARTM EHT 0~ STATE 
WAeHIMGTOflt 

J anua.:rr 30, 1939 

I am eend1ng rou her .. lth a copr or a deepatob 
dat ed January 18 laet reoe1ved from our Legation 1n 
Bogot,, Th1o deopatoh eont&1na uoerptl fro. ecU to­
ri ale appeari ng 111 the leading Colollb1an papere with 
regard to 10ur annual meaaa.ge to the Oongreae and I 
bal1eva tha.t rou will be 1ntereoted 1n reading tbo 
op1n1ona expreeaed. 

BllieYe ae 

Eno. 

Tbo Pralldon t, 

The lh1to Houao. 



!he J'OADn. Dll 

l.rl 

,. • "re\&rJ' or \6 '' • 

•C11u~ 

I 'N ~Ae "~I' \0 WI" c. r:a \.b• Dep&n.c;•lli\ Uta t 

.. J ~r1•1 ea...t 1a t.h• ~tA .rr••• ._. • •1U Ute 

ene U c.a ot \ !L• • o 1•tea\l)' erlU .. \ !J£l2 

( ........,.U•e ) . t.aten oooa•l~ Ll ..,.nd. 1-r• Uen\ 

U>oanel\"• o en.1 

J.l. ..l!.HJl tlacu.,r;y llJ ltaL•t Lb•L • N»••ult. lD hit 

MIN«• "-• •• reuiiCI t.be unaal11caaa ••"UMnt.. nr ..,.loa 

wl\tt re~ Lo ooA\lomC.al prUo7• aM !:1 !1l.::..a 

(la.a• I'J O) WT'0\.41 t.l.at •at. t.Ala alotMJ .._., wt.u we 

to -.ct k.:ow tft•t.be-r • oa\.aatl"''pill la a rp,I'OIIIalftG lit Jell 

•Ul t. ••..C• • o1Y1H .. t.toa ad dN\.I"<<J' • "U.,.. . wNe 

Keh •• '~•• •1d~ Ja•• '"• ,rono=oM 'b7 ,..,.,.ue.n 

aoo. .. ttt. 
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Roo .. nl\ rfo:.foroo \t:o ta.l\t oM \U OJ\iAla ot \~H 

.t1o &o IK\. ll oUo,.o \lou. all to loa\ La &.b.la o.rtt•7 •rU•. 

'fte ophtea or .!'a1 Ub!n,l (Ia ... 1"7 •J h \llaC. •.....-or tw.a 

aa:r o\bor 4r ... r t .. a. ••• to k, a 1• t.ooM•elt. at 

pr .. o1:1& , cba wAnda\.&.rJ ot o1Y111 .. \.loa , t.ho ro,·r•••nk­

Uvo or Ju.wt.llo , '\. • et\1... lC·A or -.. • c: ..rlaU&J:J. Uta , oa 

a !tl.aaa\ Cin • tel'i Ch-1aU.anit.y, •l•Ut .. uoo , aA4 

JuaUoa are al.ak..1 .. Mt.w t.a •••llt.Uoc ... alllllaat\,-. 

-"-"'""'"""~' ll&IUilrJ 1) all•••• \0 U•• ,...u.._, • a 

U.a\ •tba at.atlt\1\·r ct tlb UA4, "'• 

ol .. r JUd~n\ or \ha r.-11\r and ~~· 4u, 1aa at Awertea , 

an., t .ho Up ri.uoo that. tho IP"Mtne .. or bU oount.:rr 

«S,.Yaa t.o blo worda haa t.ol, lr o CICl•ert....S \.ha &or"' 

oJU'I"lMD P'real·~a \ 1a\.o \.ba au\ t01"la .. Opok'f._D Of l•n 

Aat'1Ma1•, •t .rtto.e alJlM:re lopl\7 " ' eaa '-- " M 

WJ\lb't.• . 

-Will• 

U•t.llrOJ • Gr.._a c-..rc' & ' Atfa.l~• •• 1a•u1.a 



DEPAAT,.~NT OP 8TATE 
WAeHtNCITON 

J1111uary JO, 19;39 

¥1 dear Mr. Preeident: 

I reoeind th18 lllOrn1ng tro• the Br1 tioh Cbargl 
d' .Utalree the tnt or a further oaeaaage troa Lord 
Halifax wh1oh the latter hao requeeted be tranamitted 
to :rou t or :rour 1peraonal and oecret intoraation•. I 
am tranemittlng berewi th a oop:r ot the ••••as• a• de-
11nred to ... 

In a t elegr~ reoeiYed troa our Daba117 in London -
Ho. 117 ot January 28, 2 p.a. - praoticall7 tbe identical 
tnt •a• cabled to the O.part11ent. Thlo telegru wae 
oent OYer to :rou and I aeiUIIe that :rou baYe therefore 
already read tb1a ••••as•. 

Belin• •• 

ra htull7 :rour • 

Inc. 

The Pree1dant, 

The White House. 



• 

Pf'V!PrtAl. MD e .cpu tn¥~/01 fR0t1 Lo'"p JW tux. 

l lnce tbe lr l• •\ ....... d1• ~•Jel\7'• 
On•Prraent ba•• lM'ID eon. lderlna wh.t.\ would be 

thelr a\\l,ud• l n the ••en\ or an unprowoked 
c;e,_n lnftel n of Jitol-l•nd , • nd their pro• lat .).n.al 

Yl e•, tMJ.b.,f!C\ c.o uourtnwU .. m. 11 •• tol lowe. 

'!'he,.. 11 u. la \1"\M no b.,)~ ltwit a\urb 

al l lt.&r7 aouo:n. •• lll • ltajel"7'1 Oo• er..-n\ co,.,ltl 

\ l~e .ou14 pre"f'e n\ Holland t ro• belntr o•erl'\lr'l bt 
O.r:un I Nll l a o4 \ be t'el\ 0 ... \lcn Of blr \lr rl C.Of'7 

a ou14 4epend o n U\e final Oilto~ or tt ... war . 

tre'f'er\blllll the atret.eato lca$)0r'tanoe or 
Uo1lan4 and her ooloniee 1~ ·~ ~at \~at ln ~ 
Ylea Of ftla La~e l\7 1 1 Oower • .. D\ I O.~n &t \aok Oft 

Holland ••t be 1"e4t.lrd.oel lit • 4lrect thr•at \0 t he 

NC:urUI or ~ · • • t.en Powera. PaU\lre \0 ... t. 
o p • 8 a obal-leap .-oal 4 pboe GrlrMRJ ta • poet \lon 

or overwMl•tJta IN4oalaance 111 ~lU'0£1• ln4 t n euoh 
clrct~N\11\Ctel lUI kaj.el\7 1 1 Go..-nweo\ IN IC'COrd1~7 

d l1DOM 4 \.0 \h.lak \MI' .oulo ha1'e no oh01c:e bu\ \O 

rep.rd • o.,...n 1n••e1on ot ltol l4f.od • • • caeue 'De lU 
•••-*a. \ha\ loUand. ree1a\.ed lnvu1 n.. 

1Ua :a.J• e\7'• oo-...r.-ot •re acun41n._ t.he 

Ynnch •n4 8•lahn OOverr-..nh oont14enUolly •n4 

on l.b.e Ne4> 1P\ of \bl la\\er •e Yiewa \he7 "W ill f\U"I.her 

co~1c1er '~ queeuo.n . 

Ol..,IM ~SSY. 

WAJ.1UJO'f~o~., 1.1. 0 . 

Ja~~• r.r 50t h , lt3~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
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l(DOJUII1ltnl 10R 

liRB. ROOBIVIL'f 

TO RIAD JJID RJ:TUBI 

r . D. R. 



My dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE 
WA8HINOTON 

January 25, 1939 

With reference to t he telegram trom Barcelona 

signed b7 a group ot Spanish ladies, alleging the 

murder b7 the Rebel toroee in 8pa1n ot two hundred 

women, which rou sent o•er to ae on January 21, I 

All enclosing herewith two telegrue rece1Ted th1e 

morning from our Cb&rge d1Attairee in Barcelona 

which refer to the chargee contained in the cable you 

sent tae. 

It aeema to be clear in the two telegrams I 

enclose that none ot the foreign correspondents haTe 

u ret had an opportun1t1 to Yer1tr the chargee 111.de. 

Under ex1et1ng o1rcuaetanoee, ot course, this would 

be almost impoeaible, Pereonallf, I have no doubt 

whate•er that the reports may be entirel7 aocurate. 

BoweYe~. I tbink rou may agree with me that it would 

be undesirable tor the White Howe to llelte enr comment 

on the report unleee we had eome more positive evidence 

The Preeldent, 

The White Bouee. 
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than that a s yet presented. 

Believe me 

I 



R£8 

A portion of 
this telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be­
tore bcins communicated 
to anyone . (A) 

Secretary of State , 

Washington. 

(t!ADRID) 
Barcelona via N, R. 

Dated January 21, 1939 

Rcc ' d 6 :50 p . m. 

1187, January 24, 7 p . m. (GRAY) 

88 !l?: 'f'Et. !Ldn 

Your 515, .January 23, 3 p. m. 

The story regarding tbc alleged elaU3htcr of old mtn, 
women and children by troops of the Litt orio Division 

follow1n;; their occupation of Santa Col omll d£ Qucralt first 
appeared in the Sarcclona ncwspaptrs on January 17 . It was 

attributed to the commander of the Eleventh Division, who 
stated that when his forces Evacuated that village thty 

took positions on the heights surrounding it from which, 
a few hour3 later, they observed, without the usc of 

field glaosts, that all the old men, women and childrtn 
who had t~'en refuge in Santa Coloma ac ;ucralt from tht 

surroundin5 terri tory had been assembled in a group. They 
wert then slal.lghtered by machine g~.~n fire . It vtas 

cst~ted that so~e 225 to 250 persons were killed. This 

report 
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2- #1167, From iladr1d, Jnn . 24, 7p .m. 

report wna carriEd in the presa for sEvEral days , tozcther 

with an appeal to world opinion signed by the Preaident 

of the Cortes, heads of political par ties , deputies , 

v1r1ters , and others . (EI<D GRAY) 

The propaganda section or the Mini str ; of State to 

whose censorship all fore1 Jn correspondents ore subject 

handed t~ia story to them and ao~ of them carried it, 

The Associated Press correspondent info~td me at the 

ttmc that ~e mistrusted it and did not carry it . 

I shall make s uch efforts as a r c possible unde r 

present conditions to verify the r eport , 

TllORSTOII 

EllB 



REB 
ORAY 

(IIADRI D) 
BARCELONA VIA tr . R. 

Dated January 24, 1939 

Rtc ' d 7 :10 p. c . 

Secretary ot StatE, 

Wcuhington , 

1169 , January 24, 10 p , m, 

lty 1167, Januar y 24, 7 p . m. 

Robert Allen, an Antrican who cnmt to Spain as an 

nmbula .ct driver r.i~. tht Inttrn~tlonal Bricadt , but who 

for so~c time 11aa bEEn aosistant correspondent for the 

Associated Press and Rtutero io tonight stopping in the 

EmbClsay awaiting cvacuatlon. 

Allen i:'li'orms me that while neither tht Associated 
(story?) 

Press nor Reuters carried t~e atrocity ste1y at first they 

did so later after beco~ng reasonabl y convinced of its 

truth, He says the Government offErEd to tnkt foreign 

correspondents to the front t o interview eyc1·11 tnt sees 

but this plCln could not bt carried out . 

T.-URSTOli 

E:;B 

:iTIJ 
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I'II:CI:IVI:D AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE •• WASHINGTON. D. c .. AT ac.~~DAI'ID TIME 
WN10.CL BARCELONA 281 1' 2230 CBW1089 
NLT MRS ROOSEVELT 
WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON 

939 JAN ?.o ::r 12 16 

ONCE MORE SPANISH PEOPLE S~UDDER IN HORROR AND INDICATION AT CRUEL DEED 
WITHOUT PRECEDENT IN HISTORY STOP IN CATALAN VILLACE SANTA COLOMA DE 
QUERALT TWO HUNDRED WOMEN WERE SHOT IN COLD BLOOD AFTER BEINC CATHERED TOCETHER IN VILLAGE THRESHINCFLOOR STOP THI S HORRIBLE CRI ME COMMI TTED ll {jtfA> t ..... "7 ~ ~t"" \ . 11\,\ . r.~ ~ t r ~-· "" 

~{ ' ~ 



RIECIEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. W.UHINGTON. D. c .. AT' ___ _..TAND AII D TI NE: 
WN104CL 

MRS 

2/50 

ON DEFENCELESS WOMEN SHOWED UP INVASIONS TREACHERY AND HORROR FOR 
MURDERERS FORMED PART ITALIAN LITTORIO DIVISION STOP WE WANT ALL WOMEN 
TO KNOW OF THIS DEED WHICH ADDS ONE MORE CRIME TO TH OSE COMMITTED BY 
INVADERS STOP MAY WOMENS CONSCIENCE WORLD OVER AS MOTHERS WIVES DAUGHTERS 
RISE UP IN WAY 

'
_,_hone: Natl---' 4~- To _. .... ..., .. &<tloa oa I .. Ulrloo, lhlo GriN&J MDIOOIU.K _,. ........... at ... - e< 
._,... VAU1 .&.vv k.C.J.. C01DI1lffiCA1"10~1. lat. la ~pa.oe.l114•1,.._ 4t'Mt•tM au.a!Mr ,.,.....hl.l U.. ~ot ......._ .._ UJ'Wlf-1'D lilt 
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RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON, o. c .. AT ___ _,.TANDARD TIME 

WN104CL 

MRS 

3/SO 

PASSIONATE PROTEST UNMASKING THOSE COVETING OUR LAN D AND OPENING 

HUMAN ITYS EYES TO THIS DEED INHUMANI TY WHICH TEARS AT OUR HEARTS AS WOMEN 

LU ISA ALVAREZ DEL VAYO WIFE MINISTER FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

!SABLE OYORZABAL PALENCIA SPANISH MINI STER STOCKHOLM 

MARGARITA NELKEN DEPUTY ETSECRETARY RUP MATILDE DE LA TORRE 

DEPUTY JULIA ALVAREZ RESANO DEPUTY 



RIECIEIVIED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. wAaHINGTON. o . c .. AT ___ _.TANDARD TIME 

WN104CL 

MRS 

JOSEFA RUIZ CENERAL DIRECTOR EVACUATION 

MATI LDE CANTOS CENERAL INSPECTOR PRISONS 

MATI LDE HU lCE SPANI SH DstEGATE LEAGUE NATIONS SOC IAL 

PROBLEMS COMMITTEE DOLORES PIERA MUNI CIP AL COUNCILLOR 

TRINI DAD ARROYO DE MARQUEZ DOCTOR MARGARIT A COMAS 

PROFESOR CENERALITAT NORMAL SCHOOL EMILIA ELIAS 

DIRECTOR MADR ID NORMAL SCHOOL JUANA ONTANON PROFESSORS 

MADRID NORMAL SCHOOL ROSA ROIC DOLORES NOCUES 

I 



REC E IVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .• WASHINGTON . D . c .. AT' ___ _5TANDAR D TIME 

WN104CL 

MRS 

5/50 

DOLORES CABALLERO LUtiA ESTEVEZ ALL PROFESSORS BARCELONA NORMAL 

SCHOOL MARIA TERESA MARTINEZ BUJ ANDA INSPECTOR PR IMARY EDUCATIO N 

MERCEDES USUA PROFESSOR BARCELONA NORMAL SCHOOL MARIA ZAMBRANO 

WRITER MATILDE MUNOZ WRITER DOLORES IBARRURI CALLED PASIONARIA 

VICEPRESIDENT OF CO RTES IRENE FALCON WRITER TRINI TORRIJOS 

CO NSUELO ALV AREZ WR ITER JOSEFA LOPEZ GARR IDO GLORIA MORELL 

CONSTANCIA ETORA 

J-l-hone: National 2600 TR.o
0

..eure IU'Omp.t a.ttlon on lluauJI'Ie•, tbJ• o rli!'ln.l rtADIOOR.AM •h O'Ulll bo pr1 .. nt.t at t.~>• ome• o r 
........ .A. OOMMUN'IOATIONS. I M . In tetepbone ' lnqufl"lett quote 1h1 num~r pr.cltdU'If \II~ pi&« or orll'ln. 

,._ lUWW-'I'P 1M 



REC EIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. wAaHINOTON. D. c .. AT ___ ........,TANDARD TI ME 

WN104CL 

6/31 

CH IEF FOREIGN PRESS OFFICE BELEN SARRACA WRITER AURORA ARNA I Z 
VICTOR IA KENT DEPO TY ADVOCATE ROBER TA RAMON PEPITA MELIA ACTRESS 
ROBER TA CARMENLACAR AC TRESS MAGDA DONATO WRITER NATAL IA ELASUA 
VICE PRES IDENT BASQUE CATHOL IC WOMEN 

T-'-h National 2.6AA T o MCV.nt promtc. a.et&on on Lnqv.ln ... UU• o:rldn&J RA.DIOOftAM •bou.ld be ~nt«l a t t b4 oak• •' ---r" one: ...U lt..C..A. OOJU I\II'f iCATION &. l AC. Jo Ul•p~l.aqv.ltiM 4Ht• the nwnM r PN(.HI• I ,..,_pi&~ or-~~~ ... W WJ&-1'DtM 



P'el>NaJ7 4 , 19 Bi , 

ilrJ:ll'...\"IOO.l PO~ 1'~~ S!:C!'.!:.o<-:! OF s-. .t..t a~d 
O:iet.. SECP.Z'I'..n% OJ .. n..u 

Thla i a in\ eretti nc hu t t do not 

hne road 1L. 

t' . C.I'l . 

Strict~ confidential letter to President from 
Anthony Biddle, Warsaw, Jan. 12, 19!9 

RE: Reports in etfect indicate that bebind tba 
scenes Hitler and Cbuberlain •were ple.,yinc a gaae 
eo deep that all aide ,llqa aeanta little, 1f anything 
at all•. 

P'DR/dJ 

P S F/ I;}~ 

' 



\ 

Emlloaee fSOI17 o£ hlASr• 11b1cl1 wu .. , to 

~yron ~lor and o.org. llublM troa Bl111 1n 

regai'4 to the l'ro6re or E'btgratton 11h1oh 

t he o~ Ooverumeat 1Dd1cato4 1ts willlnsne•• 

~0 OIIJ"%7 out • 

\ 



Maroh 20 , 1939 

Letter to Presi dent 
From Sunner Welles 

In re- to.lk w1 t h Mayor La Guardia about the 

Czechoslovak Pavilion at World's Fair • 

See-World ' s Fair Folder--Drawer 2--1939 



llaroh 35, 1009 , 

JlEI.IOR AIIDUU J'OR 

Tilt UJil)&JlSEoru:f ARY OJ' Sf A'I'E 

I 
I n regard to E&at .. ) Jelandl 

1. It ls a ~te posalbllUy as a atopp1og 
place tor tran ... Sout b Pao1t1o planes, co~~:ercial 
or a111 tarr. 
a. It abou.ld, therefore , un4er 110 o1~CIIalltanoes, 
be traDeterrec1 to aliT non-Aiterloan nat1on. 

:s. I doubt at this U.. the poll U oal w1o4oal of 
1 U purobue by the 'IJJI1 ted 8\atee, aDd also the 
~ee:.t..UUy of getUng t11q luge -.pp~rlat1on 
through the Oongreas. 

4. Jtaq J"'Ol oonaldo~e4 a c11ffer1Dt Mglaf Eaater 
Ialalld l a unique ln poaaeaalng r••tna of p:re­
biatorlo Mn - the gnat ~t atone tlgurea 
wbloh baYe nner m b.- adequately ezpla1Jut4. 
lo aertoua eolctiflo uoanuoo work bu bam 
doDe on the Ia1UI4. It 1a1 thereton, ot the 
sreateet l.llpor'- that 1'1 ba pZea~ t o 
eo111D08 to~ all t~. In tb1a reapeot lt le a 
llttle llke the 0.1~ Ielaad8 . 

5. lloald U be poaelble to Ua up Kuter Ial.all4 
and the Oal11P111108 1n a PIID-~1- VU.teeebip· 
the hlaDd.e \o -be pZaee:rncl for all tllle agatne\ 
oolootsauoo and for natural aol-1 'Ccaaa407 
and Oblle (lf a nuoneble - oould ba anhe4 
at) would be paid for the IalaD4e OYer a pvloct 
ot yean, the acnoeralpb to Yed 1n t he trueteea1 
Ule tzu\.eea to proteot tb. all4 pn....nt theu 
uee for alll tar)' pUI'poaM. I d.o not llke Ule lua 
ot a leaee. 1M papmta MN14 be .ada by all the 
.. rloan RaiiUblloe oyer a par1o4 ot J'8&ra IID4 1n 
pJOporUoa to the total weal tb ot the Reuablloa . 
7hla waul4 pn, of OOID'sa, the gnateet bard. oo 
the tblted staw., 
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8. Ooooe leland could be inoluded, f or U baa DO 
mi l itary value t o ue but ml ght have mllltnry YolUI 
to a non-AI:Ierloan power ne n t eaporary be.lt ln war 
operattone, 

All I rMM!Dber Euter hlMd, U hal no bubor. 
Ifill you let mo h&vo eomo lntornntlon regnr di ng U T 
I1l aa;y not even be &Yilllable f or eea planoe or land 
planee. 

F. D. R, 
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W7 dear Wr. Presi dent: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WA8H I NQTON 

March 14, 1939 

As rou mar recall, ind1oations have reached thie 

Government trom time to time in recent rears to the 

effect that the Chilean Government wae d1eposed tor a 

consideration to lease tor a long term or poss1bl7 to 

sell Easter leland. 

In a despatch written last month ahortl7 after 

his return to Chile, Ambassador Armour reported: 

• that from several sources members ot the Wission 
have heard suggestions that the present (in view ot 
Cb1lels great need tor moner) would be a partioular-
17 advantageous time tor Chile and the United States 
to reach an agreement transferring ownership ot 
Easter Island trom the former to the latter•. 

The Navr Department in 1921 attirmed that: 

"The poaaibil1t7 ot anr toreign power gaining pos­
session ot the island •.• would be attended with 
grave results to the power and prestige ot the 
United States• , 

It, as I believe, this statement is still valid, 

it has ooourred to me that with the rapidl7 increasing 

a peed 

The President, 

The White House. 
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epeed and cruia1ng range ot aircraft, it ie not impouible 

that the 1aland -.y lhcrtly have a value other than nega­

tive as a base tor comerc1al ae well ae military aircraft. 

While Easter leland ia roughly two thoueand nautical 

miles trom the Chilean ccaat and tar t o the south ot the 

present generally accepted air routes to Asia and 

Australasia, it liee only a taw hundred miles eouth ot 

' the great circle couree trom Panaaa to Auckl.and, New 

Zealand. The d18tance troa the Aaerican coast ot thie 

ieland doee, however, raiee the question whether it 

ehould be properly coneidered in connection with the 

American continent. It ie open to doubt whether ita 

acquisiti on or long-term leaae by the United Btatea 

would arouse any alarm in the other American republica, 

eince, except tor Chile itaelt, the island is farther 

away trom the ooaat line ot any ot these republice than 

are other naval baeee ot thie country. 

In any case, it would appear that certain responeible 

ottioiale in Chile iteelt have not ooneidered that the 

eale ot thie ieland to a non- Aaerican power would violate 

any hemiepherioal doctrine ot non-transfer ot territory 

or prejudice the detenee ot t he continent, einoe it ia 

known that in the paet Chile hae eeveral timee dieouaaed 

W1 th t o reign nation• He pouible eale. '!'he United 

States Naval Attache 1n Santiago wae intoraed on June 7, 

19~7 by the Bubeecretary ot National Defense tor Marine 

that 
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that the Pres i dent or Ch.ile had authorized h1m to otter 

Easter leland tor eale or lease 1n order to finance the 

construction or two Chilean cruisers abroad and that 

acoordingly he was approaching informally not only the 

United States but the representatives or Great Britain, 

Geraany and Japan. 

Irrespective or these considerations, it ie apparent 

that transfer or the possession or Easter Island to a non­

American power aigbt be construed in some quarters ae 

action 1n.tr1nging our traditional position regarding 

acquisition or territory in tbis hemisphere. 

In the 11ght or the particular conditione favorable 

to the transfer or possession or Easter Island as re­

ported by our Alllbauador 1n Chile, and in the light or 

the otber considerations raleed 1n ~ letter, I should 

be gratefUl tor an expression or your viewe on the fol­

lowing pointe 1 

1. Whether the acquieition or long-term lease or 

Easter leland by tbie Governaent would contliot with• the 

recognized policy ot th1s Government not to seek territori­

al expansion ae recently restated by you 1n your address 

ot February 16, 1939 at Tampa, Florida. 

2. It 
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2 . I! you reel that such a purchase or long-term 

leaee would not be inconsistent with this policy, whether 

you believe that the possession of Easter Island by this 

Government i s deairable, and aocordingly Whether you 

would be dlapoaed to authoriu the American Ambauador 

in Chile to approach discreetly the appropriate authori­

ties or the Chilean Government with a view to the acquisi­

tion or long-term leaee or las ter leland. 

3. Your viewe • • to the purohaae price, or in the 

oaee or a long-term lease, the annual rental wbloh th1a 

Government might be prepared to pay !or the acquieition 

or l eaee or Easter leland, having in mind Ch1le 1 e urgent 

need !or financial aee1stance. 

A meaorandum giving the characterietics and the 

h1atory or reported negotiation• !or t he tranarer or 

!aeter leland and certain observatione on Ch1le 1 e present 

financial condition ie enoloaed. 

Enclosure: 

Wemorandu. oonoerning 
Easter Ialand. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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March 11, 1939. 

C• JH I! 1 

Easter Island, and Certain Conditions to be 
Considered in Connection with its Possible 
IO~uisition or Long-term Lease by the 
On ted States 

General Characteristics 

Easter leland (Rapa Nui) (27° 15' south, 109° 20 1" 

west) was formally annexed to Chile in 1888. It has a 

population or about 260 and is governed by a Chilean 

administrator. 

The 1eland is triangula.r in shape and about twenty-

nine miles in oiroumterenoe . It is volcanic in origin 

and has numerous craters, none ot which have been active 

tor many years . The coast ia rooky, and there are only 

one or two sandy beaohea, There is no sheltered harbor, 

although there are several landing plaoea. 

Yost or the island is covered with grass which at­

fords some pasturage tor cattle and sheep, and tropical 

truits and vegetablee may be grown. Water ia scarce, 

although there is one trash water well. 

Hietorz ot Reported Negotiations tor Transfer 

In 1919 the United Stat ee Conaul General in 

Valparaiso reported that he had been reliably informed 

that 
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that Japan was attempting to negotiate tor the purchase ot 

Easter Island. In 1921 the Ambassador again reported 

rel i able information that J apan was int erested in the 

purchase ot Easter Island, and under instruct ions from 

the Department obtained from the Chilean Foreign JUnieter 

assurances that this GoYernment would be tull:y advieed 

and that no definite action would be taken without tull 

knowledge ot all taota b:y t he Ambassador. 

It was in response to notification ot these rumored 

negotiations b:y Japan, that the Secretar:y ot the Navy, 

the Honorable Josephus Daniela, i n a letter ot »arch 1, 

1921 stated as follows: 

"I haYs the honor to inform :you that wbile the 
Havy Department does not at this time desire the 
use ot East er Island tor naval purposes, it con­
elders tbat the poeaibilit:y ot an:y foreign power 
gaining possession ot the i sland or concessions 
which would permit ot tuture militar:y or naval 
activities there would be attended wi th grave re­
ault a to the power and prestige ot the United 
States •. 

' In 1930 the Naval Attache at the American Embaes:y 

i n Santiago was approached by a deputy ot the Chilean 

Congress, who stated that he had been authorized by the 

Chilean GoYernment to giYe the United States a tiret 

opportunit:y to bu:y Easter I sland, and that i t ths United 

States Government was not interested, 1 it would be ottered 

tor sale to England, J apan, or eome other countr:y•. 

The 



'!'he United Statu Naval Attache 1n Santiago reporhd 

on June 8, 19~7 that the day before he had been called 

by the Subeeoretary ot National Defense tor Marine to ooae 

to his office where he waa informed that the President 

ot Chile 1n ooneultation with the W1nieter ot National 

Defense and the OoiiiDander 1n Oh1et ot the Chilean Fleet 

had deoided to otter laster leland tor eale or leaee in 

order to financ e the construction or two oruieere abroad. 

The Naval Attache wa1 requeeted to inquire whether or 

not his Government was interested and was informed that 

the Government• ot England, Germanr, and Japan had alec 

been approached in the aatter. 

The American Ambauador 1n Chile later reported that 

although the Japaneee Oovernaent had given an indication 

ot it1 1ntere1t in the acquisition ot the ieland, the 

Chilean Government had etated that no further negotiatione 

had taken place. 

In an inatruot1on dated J'ebruarr •· 19~ the Aaerioan 

' Charge d 1Attairee 1n Santiago wa1 informed that he ehould 

•avail h1mult ot the next eu1 table opportunity to explain 

to the appropriatl Chilean authoritiee the interest ot 

th1a Government in &liT prcpo1ed tran•ter, permanent or 

temporary, ot Eaeter I1land t o a non-Aaerioan country. • 

rinanoial 
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Financial Conditione with Respect to Proposed Transfer 
EYen before the recent earthquake which t ook eo many 

lives and which virtually paralyzed t he econo~ ot certain 
hitherto moderately prosperous regions or the country, the 
Republic ot Chile was experiencing a difficult economic 

crista becauee ot exchange etringency and the necessity 
to increase Government revenues. It became apparent that 
drastic measures ot economy and financial control with 
their necesearily unfavorable repercueeions on Ch1le1 a 

foreign trade were unavoidable unless some means or 
relieving the adverse exchange aituation and ot financing 
for the Oovernaent oould be found. Coneideration now 
ia baing gi van to the poasibili ty or extending to Chile 
aaeistance in certain financial and eoonoalc aattera 
similar to that recently attorded to Brazil. According­

ly, it would aeem that it as a part or this aeeietance 
and cooperation Eaater leland could be aold or l eased 
tor a consideration eutticiant to relieve the immediate 
financial stringency ot the Republic, euoh a meaeure 

would be helpful at thie time. In this connection it ie 
euggeeted that since the annual rental to be paid on a 
long-tena leaae ot the 18land oould hardly be set at a 
very large figure, trom the point ot view of Chile itself , 
an outright purchase with imaediate payment would appear 
to be preferable. 

It 
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It la bar4l7 neoeeearr to ObterYe that 1n tranaterr1ng 
to th1a oountrr poeselt1on ot Eaeter leland either by out­
right eale or b7 long-ter. leaat. the Chllean Oovernaent 
eboul4 be required tiret 1~selt to Ole&r up anr propert7 
rlgbte or conoeaa1ona aoqu1re4 by third partie• on £aater 
l&lan4 eo that When 4el1Yered, the leland would be 
enti rely unencumbered tor auoh ueea aa thla Government 
eight 4ea1re. 



Ky dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT 01' STATE 
WA8HINQTON 

March 29 , 1939 

The De~rtent haa b~en informed by the A•rioan 

Charge d'Affaires ad interim at Teheran that the marri&se 

oeremoniee of the Orown Prince o! Iran to Her Royal 

Highness Prinoeu rawdeh, eieter of t .he l:ing of Egypt, 

will tate plaoe the middle or April, the date to be 

fixed in the immediate future . 
, 

The Charge d1 A!!airea 

adde that praotioally all countries repreaented at 

Teheran are either aanding special representatives or are 

designating their Ministers or Ohar~a d 1Affairea ad 

interim as special repreaentativea to at tend theee 

With a deaire to atrengthen further the relation• 

between the United States and Iran, I beg to recommend 

that Kr. Cornelius Van H. Engert , at preaent Ohargi 

d'Affaires ad interill at Teheran , be designated aa your 

apaoial repreaentative with the rank or apeoial envoy. 

If you 

The President, 

The White Houaa. 



• 
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tr rou ap-,r 01'1 th• d.eslgnatlon of MJo. !DJ:trt 

• • tpecial envoy upoo t.~e occaaton ~td , J th.tll be 

pl•••td to notiry him by telegraph, aa ••ll •• the 

&Untater or 



/ 

THE U.HO(It SE.CIItr:TAIItY 0' STATC. 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Steve: 

I am aen41ng you herewith t he draft I 

am oubmltting for the Preei4ent'e ooneldera­

tlon or vh l oh we epoke on the t elephone yee­

ter4ay, I eha11 be grateful to you 1f you 

wlll eee that he gete it before he leaYoo 

in or4er that he J:lA7 take lt vlth bJ.a to 

Van 5pr1nga. 

Believe c:e 

Enclosure . 

!he Honorabl e 
Stephen Early, 

Secretary to the Pret14 tnt, 
!he Vh!te Bouu. 



THE 1Jh06t S~CitC'TAJtY Of' I TATE 

WUHINGTOH 

NT dear Hr . Proe~ent : 

I ~ eon4ing you herewith the dr&tt 

ve 41tOU81ed last veok vbloh 11 intended 

to ltrYI aa a balll t or f ifteen ainutee 

of the ra41o broa4ce.at vhlch you. ....,. aake. 

I belle•• lt rollova ~• linea you ha4 1n 

a1n4 ... r ou 1ndJ.cate4 t.hea to =·. 
Btllovo ao ft 

F T\~ 70~·. 

£noloaure . 

The Pree1dent, 

!he Wb.1te Eoua e. 



When ve take stock or the recent oouree or inter-

national relatione, everr one of ue hao reason for 

profound aiegiving. I vould not be candid with you if 

I did not tell you that in ~ ovn judgaent the outlook 

ia very dark. Within the past veeke ve have wltneeeed 

the dismemberment or the free and independent nation of 

Czoohoalovakia; ve have oeen ite unprovoked occupation 

by foreign troopa and ve have read tbe p.roolamat1on 

declaring the aeaumptlon b7 the Geraan ()oyernment ot a 

protectorate over certain or ita proYinoee. The l egality 

or euoh action your Government ha.e declined to recognize. 

!he conacience ot the entire world baa been pro­

roundlr ahoolr.ed. Repeated and official aoeuranoea h&Ye 

been violated, The conception or a world order baaed • 

on law, on Juttioe, and on reaaon ie being derided, 

The chief or the govertll:1ent ot a great people baa pub­

licly declared that force and power are the foundation• 

ot relatione between etatee. 

And eYery day that paaaea aeea an ever greater 

piling up or armament•, an ever inoreaeing expenditure 



upon veapona of deatruct i on al.though ve all ltnow that 

aa a reau~t ot th1a mad compet i t i on in armamenta milliona 

ot human beings, i f they are not destroyed by a war, 

will inevitablJ taos starvation and ruin. 

Everywhere nations and people• are aaking themselves 

whether they too are destined to be the victims of unpnD­

voked aggreaeion . Ia it any wonder t hat nowhere in the 

world today doee any real. feeling of security remain? 

!hera haa been a tendency, I think, on the part 

ot al.l of ue to concentrate too muoh on the aapeota of 

the immediate pr eaent ae it oonoarna us rather than to 

think of the ultimate conaequenoea to thia nation of a 

continuance ot th1e collapse ot law and order, and of 

deoenoy and justice in the relatione between peoples. 

I believe the time ha• oome tor all of ua to oonlider 

in a purely obj ective way, leaving partiality and 

prejudice aa wall aa amotion to one aida, what these 

development• mean to the United 8tataa. 

Lat me raviav with you aoma ot thaaa development• 

ot the paat few yeara. 



In the autumn ot 1931 Japan invaded Manchuria, an 

integral part ot the territOl'7 ot China . While the 

nolllinal~ autono1110us state call ed Kanchukuo wae then eat 

up, we all know that that etate is completely under the 

control ot Japan. A blow wae then given to the etruoture 

ot interna tional order ot whiob the world has ever 

s1noe telt t he etteote . Yet at the moment that t hie 

blow occurred many of ua--probably most of ue-- were 

SIQ"ing 1 Atter all, regrettable ae it is, China ie 

eight thoueand m1lee aWIQ" . What happens t here oannot 

atrect our own lives or the welfare of our own country . 1 

Then in 1935 oame the oonquset or Ethiopia by Italy. 

Another blow shook the atruoture or international 

eeouri ty. And yet again most or our own people eaid 

'Of oouree it ia too bad. But what goes on in a remote 

and uncivilized oorner or dietant Atrioa oan never 

atreot us.• 

'l'wo years later Japan began the invasion or Ohina 

eouth of the Great Wall . Fighting on an ever inoreaaing 

scale oont1nuea to thie daY. The countries who were 

members of the League ot llationa declared without a 



-.. -
dissent i ng voi c e t hat Japan was violati ng her treatr 

obligati ons not onlr with China but with other nations 

and in thia verdict our own Government concurred. Thia 

time the possible ettect upon our own oountrr and upon 

our own nati onal intereata ot th1a treatr violation 

waa more widelT recogni~ed b7 the American people . 

But still other criaee were t o come. 

In March ot the rear 1938 the world saw the 

absorpti on ot Austri a b7 Germany. This w&e carried 

out under the threat ot toroe and vas marked b7 the 

i mprisonment ot the leadera ot the Aus t rian Government, 

the euppreaeion ot manr liberties, and the applioation 

ot the doctrine that while Auatrian aeeets were to be 

aseuaed, Austrian liab1litiee would be deolined. 

Then came the critical month ot September 1938. 

when Europe came to the brink ot war . 'l'he cride 

paaetd. An agre1111ent wae reached which hal eubee­

quentl7 been disregarded b7 one ot t he partiee to it. 

And ae a reeult ot euoh diaregard, a short eix month• 

later, the independent Republi c ot c~echoelovakia hae, 

at l eaet temporaril7, ceased to exist. 
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During these past eight years we have all of us, 

therefore, seen ever more frequently recurring inetancea 

of the disregard by nations not only of their solemn 

obligations to other nations, but what is even more 

disastrous, the disregard by certain nations of the 

basic principles upon which civilization is founded . 

These principles are nonintervention by one 

country in the internal affaire of another; the solu-

tion of international difficulties when they arise 

through peaceful negotiation rather than through the 

exercise of force, or through tho threat of force; 

general recognition, provided governments respect 

the i r obligations to others and do not commit aota 

of aggreesion against others, of the common right of 

all peoples , on equal terma, to buy an~ to sell in the 

markets of the world and to have access to raw materials; 

and, above all el se, I have in mind the prinoiple that 

mi ght does not make right . 

I believe prof oundly that nowhere in the world 

today 1e there a.ny people that desire• war. I u 
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oonvinoed that all peoples share the paesionnte de­

s ire or the people of the United States to remain a t 

peace, It ie t he ordinary man and woman, the average 

oiti~en, who suffers trom war. 

The sentiment of this oountr:r i s not hostile to 

an:r other people. I t is aroused agai nst governments 

that e how their contempt for international deoeno:r and 

justice, for the sanctity of the pledged word, and 

tor every form ot international cooperati on baaed on 

law, and who practice a policy or mi ght, or conquest, 

and ot imperialism that threatens not only the 1r 

neighbors but t he whole structure or international 

order, 

Let me, however, make this point very clear. lfhile 

we ourselves uphold the democratic rorm or ~overnment aa 

t~~ kind ot government in which we ourselves believe 

and b:r which we choose to be governed, we do not assume, 

and we never have assumed, the right to critici~e an:r 

other people because or the form or government b7 which 
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C:ht7 C:ht utl•tt obooe e to b e co•ez-nt4. It i t -salnlt 

the praotlott of otbtr so•ern•entt, When thete praotlott 

oont r a·uae Cht 1• •• of h~nl ty or '!hen tbt7 l~tr1l 

world Ot"d.tr t.n4 ooftlequ.entl r the ll&lntenanot o-r world 

ptaoe, that • • pr otelt an4 r1gh U''U.ll7 proten. 

Wt he~ ta the UD1ttd ltatee ha•t a •ttal lntertet 

ln tttln& t bat wor14 ptaoe l t aalnta1nt4. 

Wt ha•• a Yital lntereet ln eeelng that the prln­

olplee or 1nter~t1oft&l la• ehould pre•ail . 

loae • eett ago 1 n:ate4 to the a .. bert or the 

Senatt Ooaaltttt on Military Atfalrt t~ t tn 87 JUdi-

aent ~~ lntereete of t~t natlo~ ooul4 not but be 

41reotl7 atteote4 Wbtnt•er tht lndeptOdtnat Of t oat 

other ptaoe-lo•lag en4 decent •••btr or the f.-117 or 

uttou te thrta hntd or e.rl:1ft&\lhh e4. And the re .. OII 

tor that 11 .,~, tlapl e and t hOUld b t clear to •••r1 one 

ot ut . 

lt t.be o\lur na ttooe of tb4 world who t h&J"'t o.r be-

l1•te 1n tntlrnauoll&l t&lr 4tal-1 ac, an.d who • ou.ld 11••. 

•• •• trr t o 11•• , •• JOOd ne1ghbort • 1tb Cht reet ot t he 

oo..un1t7 of nat1ont , ar e one ~7 one doa1natt4 or oonquere4 



b7 natlona who ball••• 1n the pol1o7 or force and Who 

practice the dcctrlne or the eword, our own eecur1t7, 

our own independence, ie therab7 d1reotl7 threatened. 

It ia because thie doctrine ot toroe ie ever in-

oreaaingl7 apparent in th1a wor.td ot today that we here 

in the Uni ted States are engaged 1n building up our 

own armament so that we oan aategu&l'd our own oountrr 

and cooperate, it need be, With our neigbbore on thia con­

tinent to defend the aeouri t7 ot the Wee tern Helliaphere. 

But we must also remember that •••r.r tiae one ot the 

peaoe-loving natione ot the world goee under, we must 

oorreapond1ngl 7 inoreaee our own maaeuree or selt-detenee, 

It ie tor that reaeon that I believe the people 

ot the United Stetee w111 reoogni~e that our present 

nautral1t7 legialation ahould be changed. ro ita pur­

pose to keep the people ot the United States at peace, 

we oan all subscribe; With 1te reeulte, a• experlenoe 

has deaonatrated, we cannot be eatietied. Ae it atanda 

toda)', should war brealt out, no belligere.nt oOUld bu7 

al'lla, &llliNni tlon, or alrplan .. , and lioano ea tor export 

alread7 granted would autoaaUoall7 beoo .. void. 'l'bia 



knowledge ia at onoe heartening to those povera vho 

aa.r haTe aggreesiTe deaigna and d1aoourag1ng to those 

vho tear they may become the victime ot attack. It cannot 

help being a tactor in estimatee ot strength made by 

those ~o obeerTo lav and by t hose vho would dety it. 

In our ovn 1ntereats the Aaerioan people ehould not 

penali~e those nation• vho are threatened with aggrea­

eion. It war should unhappily come, they should not be 

retueed the opportunity ot purohaeing arme and munitions 

troa this country with vhioh to ree1at attac.k. 

I have ea1d to :you before, I have seen war and I 

hate war . The cardinal principle in the fore ign policy 

ot my Administration ia t o keep the United Stateo at 

peaoe . 

For that very reason, to keep the United Statee at 

peaoe, ve should make it poaaible tor other peaoe-lov1ng 

nat ione who are the Tict1ms ot brutal attack to obtain 

in thie country the munition• and the euppl1ea vhioh 

they require to tight ott aggreaeion. Ve cannot be 

bl ind to the tact that it auob an attack succeeds in 

tirat oruehJ.ng thea, 1t may well later threaten ue, 
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Por the same reason, to prevent the United States 

from being toroed into war, thia country should not 

only oaks known ita abominat i on ot the doctrine ot 

lawleee toroe, i t should also be prepared to undertake 

such aots 1 ehort ot war' as may be practicable against 

suoh nations as practice lawless t oroe , 

Finally, and t or the aaae r eason, to keep the 

United States itaelt sate trom attaok, ve must, so 

long ae brute torce rune unoheoked in the world, main­

tain our military and naval strength at such a level 

ae to make it poaeible tor ua auooeaetully to defend 

ourselves trom the attack ot any other nation or ot any 

other possible combination ot nati ons , 

In oomaon with men and women througbout the world, 

the people ot the United State• today Joi n in voioing 

that ~•-old prayer 0 01Ye ue peaoe 1n our tiae , 0 Lord.• 

U: SW: I J :Mil 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WMHI NQTON 

AlEMORANDUW FOR 

Wa:rm Springe1 Ga., 
April '• 1939 , 

THE UJIDERSEORftART OF STATE 

Please read enolooed from 
Bil l Phillip• and r et urn t o ae. 

It oooure t o me tha t it 
might be a good thing to een4 
a oopy of my •ourtaln leotuze• 
to Colonna in oonfi4enoe to 
Phillip•, Bullitt an4 Kennedy. 
Aleo I think we mi ght een4 a 
oopJ of your memor andum of it 
t o Halifax an4 Ohaaber l aln t or 
their oonti4ent1al information. 
It all ties tn with the ourrent 
piotuze. 

F . D. R. 



WA&HIHOTON 

IWIORAIID!lli roR 

IAI'!ll 8pr1nsa 1 Oa. , 
J\pr1l 4 , 1839. 

THE OJDEROICRETART Or STATE 

FOR I'REl'ARATlO!I Or REPLY 

FOR WT SI GNATURE. 

T . D. R. 

Letter dated ~aroh 3?, 1939 from 
Spruille Braden, Ambaeaador to 
Colombia. 



lHf; UHOC:ItiECRrTAM' 0,. StA'tE 

WA$HIHO't0N 

Apr1l 19, U3!1 

Xy 4ear Mr. Prta1dent: 

I h.,ye tod&J received a teltgrfl.ll troa 
Julca Henry whO you mar remember vas Counael or 
ot the French Zlabeast here tor tventy )'tara 

~ ha• now recentlY been appointed Prenoh 
AabaeeaAor to Bratil . H1a =••••s• rea41 aa 
tollove: 

•Pleaat convoy to the President my varmeat congratulation• and deepeet grati­tude tor hla eplenc114 ;~:eaaase vh1oh eon­atitutea the on11 hope ve haTe h~d tor & long tao. • 

Believe ae , 

The Preaident. 

!he Vhlto Houao. 



------_,...,. ...... .,.,."" ··--·· 

Mf dear Kr. Preoident: 

DEPART MENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTOH 

April 28, 1939 

The Department baa now raee1ved a telegrac from 

llort:IAII Armour gladly acoept1ng your orrer or appointment 

aa Ambaaandor to Argentina, and 11kew1ao ~ telegr~m trom 

Dooglaa Jenk1no aocepting your orrer or appointment ao 

M1n1ater to 8ol1V1a . tlorQA.'l Armour ha• aeted t hat he be 

perctl tted to expr.ee to you h1a • very deep appreetatlon 

ot t~a rurtber mark of confidence on the ~t ot the 

Prea1dent•. 

Will you lot me know when you have had an opport~"ity 

or reaoh1ng a doo1a1on with regard to the new &ppolntmenta 

which will have to be made to Chile and to Poru? Under 

present oond1t1one I th1nk it would be very v11e to get 

our new ubaeeadora to Santiago and L1ma .. eoon a a poaal ble. 

Believe =• 

The Prea1dent, 

The Whlte H0 uee. 



.. . . 

THE UNOER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 29, 19 39 

My dear Mr. Pres ident: 

I received this morning from a friend 
in Parle the two clippings from French news­

papers which I attach herewith. I think they 

will amuse you. The caricature of Hitler and 
yourself 1s, I think, particularly to the 
point. 

Believe me 

ully yours, 

The Presi dent, 

The White House. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

KD<JUJJDtnl FOR 

!HE UIDIRSEORETARY or S!ATE 

TO READ AMI> RETOM 

F. D. R. 

Letter of ~pr11 18, 1939 froa 
Aabaaaador Bull1tt enclosing 
memoranda from Charles B. 
McDaniel, Jr. 



pc:;.:w.A 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PRIVATE 

llEMORAKDUK lOR 

THE UIIDJ:RBEORI'I' ART OF BT ATI: 

r. D. R. 



---.. -· ..... -~~" ....... ~_,,. . ...,,.,... 
...... ---. .. 

Mt dear Hr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHI NGTON 

Xa7 8, 1939 

The Department hae received trom o. N. I. certain 
information v1th regard to the activities in San Fran­
cisco ot Oaptain Wiedemann. I believe tb1e intormation 
will be of i .ntereet to you and I am consequently attach­
ing a copy ot the pertinent memorandum. 

Believe me 

Enclcaure: 
Memorandum. 

!he President, 

The White Houee. 



COPY 

1 4 May lG39 

•one Otto SCHROEDER, Whose tather vaa, at one t1ct1 

stationed. at the Oercen t:aYal Sttttlon, K1el, Geraan.r, 11 
an engineer on board tho 8.8.BALTIMORE, plying between 
Balt1aoro, Maryland, and tho Weet Coaat. He cl&laa per­
aon.U aoq\IAl.ntaJ~oo v1tb Captain Prltl vn:!Jl:)(ANN, wbOG be 
contaote vhen the S.S.aALtiMORE reaohea San rranoisoo. 

'Laot nlgbt, SCHROEDER told Inronoant tho dotaila or 
certain Oe,...., and Ruoalan donlopmonto vhl.cb appoo.red 1J1 

todar'• papore, olaimlng be bad obtained tbo information 
rrom Oapta.ln WIED!lMAl/!1 during his lMt oont&<>t with him. 
He further etated that Oapt&l.n Viedeaann expeote to eoce 
to Vaehlngton in the near tuture to take over the ott1oo 
or tho Oorman Oharge d'Attairoe, and that SORACHT 1o to 
be tbo Oor<lWI A&banad<>r 1n tbe Waoh1ngton i:ebeoor. He 
atatod tbat Captain W!i:DEXANH 1e ~eking otronuouo orrorte, 
through aoei al oontaeta , to enli st the IUpPort ot Ex­
Prealdont EOOVi:R, and tbat he Vill aoooaplloh tbll, 1n 
1011.0 aea.na, through Xr. HOOVER' 1 son.• 



Let.teor to J>rea 
~ or ~~lle• 
h7 11 . U39 

In re-,r•• · rG"o of ~•1 lOth 
ab· 11t the lritlsh Gov . "aHna an 
e.nnounoe. ent a'b<lut Pnhot•ne--l'ttac1toe 
letter .t'rOI'I lie ntdJ or ) ay lOth. A leo 
ttl•~r~ to Brand01e tron Henry ontor. 

J 

\ 



lla;r U, 1939 

PereOnAl 

lly dear 111oe LeHand : 

Aa JOU remecber~ the Pre11c1ent - and I 
hope Kra. Rooae•elt - 11 comlng out to dine 
w1th ua 1ntoraally on Wedneed.a3, ltl\1 17th. 

1Ull 10~ aek ~ and let ae know •Mother 
lt would be agreeable to hla 1! •• aated tbe 
Brl tiah A.abaseador and Lad7 L1ndaa7, the S•lea 
Mlnlater and Mada=e Peter, Mr. and Kra. Ho~ 
O&vle, and atr. Pendleton Turner to CUne th.at 
nlgbt. Ir there are any other paople whooa 
he tJOuld like to aee, we would or cou.ree be 
onl7 too happ7 to have them and I ahould be 
grateful 1r he would ~~~&ke anr auggeet1ona he 
wlabea. 

Manr 

Mlee Marguerite A. LeH3nd, 
Pereonal Secretarr to t~~ Prea14ent, 

the White Route. 
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My dear ~r. Prea1dont: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

U.y le, 1939. -

The Argentine Ambassador called t o ••• =• tbia 

after noon nnd left w1th me t he text ot 1 telearam h e 

hcd Just r eceived from his Government whloh ln trans­

lation read• aa t ollowe: 

•xn the na•e or the Prea14tnt or tho Repub­
l1c 1 requeat you to ~~ known t o Prea14ent 
Rootevelt the great pleaow-e •1th which th1a 
Goverruaent haa aeen l'<.le attitude wlth regard 
t o the lcportatlon ot Argentine canned ~et ___ 
wbicb 11 unanlaoualy interpreted aa a geature 
ot good •111 on the part of the Government ot 
the United State• for the better tolut1on of 
the oommorclal oroblems wblch exllt between the 
Uni ted Btatee and this oountry.• 

I h&ve told the Ambaeeador I woUld take great pleas~ 

ure 1n tranealt tlng thle meaaage 

Bollo•a mo ~ 

'·rc:·· 
The Preeldent , 

'!'he ll'bl.u Houee. 

to you. 
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-ral u..r ... 11, ot .., '· 11111, ,. .. u""t"' -. ,... ...... 10 ... t1Jo4· 111&• or .., ...,.. o-n ot ~ .,alatM ., , ... l'hd._ h .......,.. lata tile ..,,.,_ ot 'beet •ppllod .. rl"C tbo .,_u_ u 01&:.0 ... Porto Mao. 

lA \1\lo -att•, it b l.atoraatl"C to tlM toots.-.J to tbo ottoat 
that, • ........,. •• ..., :.auor that r .... lp..,•- ••'• ..... - ·tao• :.7 tbo u.ttod It&t• • a-..- at tllat tlJio, tllo _......, ..._ tbat •*'• paotod 
II)' tba u.thl ltatoo ,..a.n u\uall7 wn "*l"C abl,.. to lou\11 "-rl• ...t &tiler t....lp laoode dvlJI& tlM •- parlM. 

lluNU .,.. ..,.. to ,...._ tbh 011bjoot t\artbor, 1 """"'"' that 7W nter to tba .,.., ..... ..,. Jaraal, 'l'o1- II• l8H• l!H, 



OAJIUD OORRD BED JOR '!'II 
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blot 

1. lou~k A.er1oan canned corned ~••f 11 araila~ll 

~0 ~hi •ayY a~ a .uGh lower COli ~han O&DDid OOrDid 

~eef aadl 011. a epeoial order bal11 1u the United stat••· 

a. The low ~1d of the Arcentiue Meat Produoere 

0o-Oplr&i1YI to nppl)' &8,000 pOUildl Of 1110h OlliiMd 

Mat to the •aYf wae oal)' 9.73 0111.ta per poud, llt-

4Dtr, a1 oo.pared with the loweet doaeat1o ~14 of aa.81 

3. Award of the oORtraot to the loweet doaeatio 

~14dlr woal4 ~·• ooet the tazparere .ore than a 1/3 

Ua11 the e~e11141ture for the ,(rgeut111.1 prodv.ot. 

'f-a 11ut-Aaer1oap 4ot 1 

1. '!'hie Act nnu waa iutaudld to foro• the 

OOYenMllt to pu.rohue 4oMai1o pr~l recar4l111 

of ooet. 

a. '!'u letter ~ ep1r1i of tllat Act hen belli. 

oarr1e4 oat fattht.ll)' ~ pror14111.c a 41fferlll.t1al 

of 100 peroant 111. faror of 4oaeet1o produo~• 011. purollaeee 

11114er 1100 an4 a differ111.Ual of at leut 315 pe:ront 

011. purohaall 111. ezo11a of 1100, aa a guide ia •t'ac 

peraaea~ puohaaaa. 

3. hla 
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3 . Even with the customs duty (which goes into 
the Treasury) added to the low Argentine bid to aupply 
a small quantity or canned corned bear to tbe Navy, 
making the price 15 . 73 cents per pound, the differential 
amounts to more than 50 percent , twice aa much ae the 
differential uaed as a guide under tbe Buy-American 
Act for purchaaea over $100, 

' · The proposed amendment to the Navy Appropriation 
Bill ie in substance a proposal to aoend tbe Buy-American 
Act and should be considered as such rather than in con-
nection with a particular appropriation bill. 

Quality 

1 . It i a no reflection upon the quality of our 
cattle that we cannot afford to uae them for canned 
corned bear. 

2. In the United States all the bigber grades of 
beef are sold at relatively bigb pri ces i n the fresh 
meat 111arket ; other grades are used pr incipally in 
ground meat products, except that occasionally they 
are u aed to f ill Government orders for canned corned 
beer . 

3 . In South America, on the other hand , good 
cute of beet as well aa trimmings are uaed tor corning 

md 
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and canning, a1noe the demand tor Sout b American treab, 
~~lled or fro&en beet doea not u.e up a•a1lable 
auppl1eo . 

4. Tho uee ot hiahor grade American outa to pro­
duce corned beet ot a quality e~al to that ottore4 bJ 
the South A=erican p&ckera would reault 1rt a ~thor 
aubetantial 1nore&ao in price . 

Other Cona14erat1ona 

1 . Since thoro 11 no commercial production or 
canned corned beet 1n the United Statoa , &nJ aucb beet 
supplied by doaeet1c packore to tho Government troa 
plants 1.n th1a country tm.tat be m•do •t relat i vel y high 

coat on a apeo1al or~r baa1a. 

2 . Without bolp1D8 Amer i can o&ttle producere , the 
pr opoaod amendment would bal'lm our trade re l .ationa with 
Argentina and other countriea. 

~ . Government purchaeea or canned corned beet will 
be lp to p.rov14e Sout b A.onor i can countries wi t h purobaa1ng 
power ro·r AMr1can prod\lota nee~4 or de e1re4 in tboee 

countr1ea , without det r iment to American oettle producers 
or tbe cn.eat - pao.lcl.ng induet r :t • 



J,et.Ur to fror-1dent 
IT·-·1": Du.wner ellee 
J. ft,1 16, H.l39 

Jn rf! · ,'olleo oon\:ot':.atl n with Fothnr C•.rtooll, I.Jot 
to ono~ l10r ReRliy who ve h1n •••-.z• rr m uw 
Poro t~ the ef.!'ect '"LO.t fl olht la thll.t. tbo Peace 
or ~P• 1a :r.vol. nd~~rod oto oto . 



._,..,...,..."" .... ..__.,.... .. 
THC Nbti!?4..Y or PATE" ___ ,_,. c 

~!y dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1939 

The Venezuelan Ambassador called to see me t his 

morning. The Ambassador said that in his last conver­

sation with you, you had expressed the desire to see 

Venezuela once more and to make a visit to that country. 

The Ambassador told me that h e had COQmun1cated your 

statement to t h e President ot Venezuela and that he had 

now received a message t rom President Lopez Contreras 

saying that nothing would give the Government and people 

ot Venezuela greater satisfaction than to have you visit 

Venezuela and that he earnestly hoped that you would tind 

it possible to make such a visit in the near future. I 

told the Ambassador that I would be happy to transmit 

this message to you. 

You mar be interested to know that the Ambassador 

also told me that you were the popular hero ot Venezuela. 

He said that when he was recently in Oaracae he went to 

a moving picture which showed a news reel ot yourself 

The President , 

The White House. 
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&n4 t hat vhen 70U •PPeared on the eorttn tat entire 

au41enot rote and applaude4. He ea,14 t.h.at the pertoMD-­

anot .., ... urel-7 a routlllt pertorcanot at the t h eater 

.t.n4. that vhta he 1nqu1re4 about lt, vat tol4 that the 

aut 4tiDOnatrauon toot. pl•c• at every perto.raaa.ct ot 

tbt tua. 

Belleve me 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mar 11, 1939. 

IIDORAIDUM lOR 

ftiJ: UIDIROOUT.ARY or S!A'I'I 

Olue ft?e - I will O.K. De00U1'CIJ 

lNt pl ... e le' M DOW MU abcMt 
<Dlllcle' fonlp wife ad faallJ. I 
ban., doate. 

Ol.a.. su - I cio not thlnk I ou 
so aloag with Roddoa. Rle ••oalale 
baa aot been oODtlucl to the eplMM 
1a waehlDgtoD and U he wen lD tM 

AW:f o~ the I&Y)' he would not be 
p~OIIOted.. 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WAiiHIHOTON 

cnue Bnc - Oen14 A. Dnw - I 
gather \bat he 1• bee~ lalown 1D the 
llqflonl' an4 Shol'ehall Mn. b M 
hoza .. ur ~he ~ :rou waD~ to pro.te 
tza ~he s.moeT 

Olue IUgh~ - Willard Galbl'&1 \Ia -
Oat Cola\ the etorr of hb bebariol' 
1D BoD4111'uT You aight let •• haYe 
JCNJ' l'epol'te on th1e. 

Jredel'tok P. Latimer - It ..... 
rather c1ef1n1 tel{ mown that eneral 
JHH 1180 wbtle n Hele1~J'I he 
~allied pullllolJ a!Mnlt hie Oonn.ent 
be1DIJ 1D the h•n4• of Oo..mteu, 
hea414 bJ \be 11D4erelgnecS. 

F. D. R, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTON 

May 10, 19:59. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 
UNDER SECRE'l'ARY WELLES: 

On this list ot recommended promo-
tions I seriously quest;_ona ~ } tH / , f .. 

~·1.1~ . ~ d• 
Class Four - Benton and Busser~ ~ :q 

:>(. .s d 
Olaes rin - Childs ~d DeCourcy." ,·1•· 

··~ ,, I / 
Class six - Hodf;don~ · · -- 1 11 · ~ 

(.J~~ 4- ' "'" 

Claes seven- Drew .S.w. • r ;., r • • 
, .. I 0~ \ ... ' "' I 

Olasa eir;ht- Galb~·i'tl1A ~nd Latimer.?r..,/ 
"fct, ' 

You air;ht brinr; Keaeersa1th an4 
Bowland Shaw over with you to talk with 

"( { 
I • "', 

r, , 

••• 
r. D. R. 

Ene. 



/ 
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• f ' .... II 

•• r ~ ~· . ,, 
la DO\ ito~ F. l.aUer J.JWIO\~ ~' 

\o Claaa It? 

1'b7 ,. IJD\ w. l'et"f"1 0.01'~·· (91~~1 • r. , .. r 
"' DoNt!tt!.,l;l:, co t.ht. u,-t.,.., ·I 

No p1U50,_ton tor CMl'lf 10 ,..., • • 

.U.C, Pn1 C. Sq,"1re, Cola.Rl a\ Vtclot • 

.. ........... ... ,. 19:l0· f I jr,{,.. tl I 
• r, r 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAaHINGTON 

laDe 15, 19:59 , 

1. D. ll, 
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XJ dear llr. Predd•t: 

D EPA RT M ENT 0 ,. e TAT E 
WAe H I N OTO N 

Juno 26 , 1939 

!be Depanant hu gh• •err oaretu.l attnUOD 
to tile potata raleed 1a fOilr -or•n&o• of .T-e I 

regardiag tile ue1,_eat to Veaenela of lll.u AmiUa L 

ler of tile Library of OOII§reu. rolloriDS a 1'1lrther 
etudJ" of tile oaae w11ill a 'flft t o poaa1ble recllloUOD 111 
the OOIIpeDIIaU• propoaed for Ill. a a ler, your athor1u.­
Uoa of tilla 4na11 U.a beea o-1oated to tlla 

1atereated offlo1al.a a.d to lll.u ler w1 th tile 1ad1oa­
t10D that her total r-eratlOD while 1u l'nenela 
will be at the rate of ttaao per um., wh1oh 1D01udea 

her bulo OOIIp-UOil of JaOOO par ann•a, pl ua &D 

al.lowuoe of Ja40 per 801lth (ta880 per ·-••) for 
QU&rtera u4 aubalateuoe. 111u ler aalled for Oaraou 

• .T-• 11 1an. 

l wu •oh 1uter .. te4 1D the 1af or-.1110D oODta1ued 
111 your .-or•*• of .T-e 15 to the effect that the oon 
of 11'f1118 1a O&raoaa !aa4 beeD e•U-ted 'by aa 1Dd.apaDdeat 

ftae Prea14nt, 

!be nue Bouae. 
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aouroa ~o be fro. '1'0 paroan~ to 88 peroent higher thaD 

1n the United Btatee 1ll teru of Aaerioan doll&ra. u 

you in41oated, the per anawa rate of epproxi .. tely t4890 

ueeede a etraigh~ inoreaae of '1'0 peroen~ to 80 pero111t 

in JU.ea ler1 1 aalary in the UDUe4 lta~ae.' BowaYer, if 

JU.ee ler were to be detailed t""orar11y away fr011 her 

regul&r post of cllty for eerrlos within the United Btatee, 

abe would reoehe lilll &1.1-oe of ts.oo per 41n 1mder the 

Standardised TraYel Regulationa during auob a detail, or 

in other wor4e an allawanoe a~ the rate of approxt .. tely 

tlSOO per •n••, If tb1a allon.n.oe were augaeated by the 

lower figure MDUODed in your •aoralldlul ('1'0 peroen~), it 

would total t3080 per uma, wbereu the a.ount authort .. d 

for K111 ler ill a441Uon to her regul&r ealary wu heo 
leee than that, or tasso per - .. 

In rerte1nr the a.ount of a441UOD&l. o~•eauou, 

the DepartMDt toot 1n~o ooudderauou the faot that 

11111 J:er -• able ~o ake arra~~geMJlh to g1Ye up her 

apan .. nt ill 'laehill(tou for the period of her ab .. noe 

&114 heaoe will haTe no financial reepollaib1litiee in the 

UDUed Statee while lhe 11 outl14e th11 ooun~ry. lrhea 

ooulidertag fllr~her requeete for eerrtoee ~o be perfor.e4 

ill Yenesuela by offioere who do .aintain b011ee or 

faedllee ia ~he UD1~e4 l~atee, I belleYe tha~ ~boee 

fao~ora 
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faotoro _,. -.te 1 t aoo .. ou,. to m..-t tho t~al 

o.._,ouaUOD to a cr•ter 4opoo tlaaa 1a tllo pr .. nt 
ouo. 

A •J'Ot-uo effort te ~· to teep tho 1Dfo~U• 
1D the f11oo of tllo Dopan-t ao•rate 1rl. ill regard to 

tlao oon of lh'liiC 1D foretp otUoo nero 41pla.atto 

•4 oeftlar repre .. atatte h -atatao4, aa4 tho 4at. 

ooaooratq tho oon of unac ta Oaraeae appear, ta 
cnerat, to be ooutetet wt tll tlao llli'o~U• J'Oil pro­

Y14o4 1a J'Oilr IIOIIOrDdll.• of .r-• 115. I u, howner, 

-•or a ... taYuttpUCID to be ~· ta order to la&Yo 
o.._,lohlJ' up-to-date tafo~tt• ocmooratar tlao ooot of 

lhtar 1D th1o ozooo41arl1 o:~poaotYo poet. 

~ llho lor• • qv.altt1oaUou for tho wort to 
be a4onu• ta Ton-ola, I u tafor.o4 'DJ' tho Ltbrar,. 
of Oepooo that olio to parUGUl&rlf woll fitted b7 r_.OD 
of her 11brar,. o.~pert-o, her tatt-to taowlod8o of the 
llpaatoh lupare aa4 her nna1u4 tateron 111 tho broad 

f1o14 o:t Btoputo-AMriou h1nor,. D4 literature. 
Ill eo lor 1e a rrasato of 1fol1oolOJ (A. B. lt!O), whoro olio 
tool!: hoaoro ta llputu &ll4 EagUoh Utoranro. lho laao 

had on• 1oar• of GoYOra-t oornoo, opoo1al1o1aa 1a tho 
tr•t..t of Btopulo -tortal, D4 aho laaa 111 a44lU• 
40Do opoo1al l1br&rJ wort oa two oooutou ta Kezloo ou,.. 

Ia 
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Ia 1N1 uo wu ~ a4er Ulo ll&nJ .. o1er roadaU<a 

lD oolloou-. ~lotortool 1114 blbliOC"-Phlo •torlal la 

Koxioo, 104 ta 1138 olio obtolDo4 a fl11..,ohlp tro. tho 

AMrto .. Library .l.ooooiaUoa to • -U• a pt4o to Koxi­
pu'Dltc doo.Mat:e. ae lt&a &leo t.aetra.o1ied. UVU'taae fzoa 

thl other A.MJ'lOU J'l!pUbl l OI d o &t 1'&1'1011 tl•a U•t 

•- to otu41 tbo aothe411 &114 orpaloatloa Of tllo Library Of 

O•v•••· It lt ., ll!lderttu41ac tu.t thttt ·~ertea.oee, 

tOinbor wUh hr fl••• -~ et ipaalu, _,_,,. 

_., TeDentlu O..e~t ta .U.g a epeoltlo l'tlq'lltat for 

htr 11n1oee ta ooant dl CID wl th tho pa41ag reorpal.latloo 

of Oo laUoaol Lt brary ta o.r ..... 
Wtt• r-ear« to 7Gn o._., o• oent.ac ''' ettecrt ot 

aaot.-t• ••• Uoo .1.n et Ill)' a, ltat, hllllo lo. a, 
• .... &er• • proepeote tor pro.ot:ta, J take pl..,J't 

ta natt .. that Uoo Library -rt- roar 11B4orotaD4taa 

that ""oooooM perfo-o of 4DUII ., liU&lt of a 

torelp ,,.,., .... , wtll be tUa lato •••tteratt-. I 
llopo that llor ..oft wt U pro.o •ttroJ.y oattofaotory to tbo 

•Uoorttlll If tlao lattoaol Library aD4 tllat ..., .. Uo oo~>­

ol•eta a ta•orabl t r1p01't •r bt ntlatHrH by tht 

, ...... 1 .. OO.tnMDt. 
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Memo tor a.n. ·wataon 
Praa SUBI.er Wellea 

Attaobea oont t.apa\ohu tJoolll .AIIIb BickU.e marked 
tor the Preaida\ 

Bo. 1088, date4 11m• l, lNIJ oa.oerni.D8 the poa­
aible reopen1D& ot negotiations att eotlng Danzig 
and the Corridor J 

Bo. l0"7a. dated ~ a, lSI:SSI reporting t he aub­
atanoe ot a oon~eraation with the Polish Ambaeaa­
dor to Ozoeat Br1 tain on Anglo-OeJ'IIIaD cUtterenoea 1 

-
Wo 107'• dated lime a, lNSI ooooerning ata tua ot 
Poliah attempt• to obtain British t inanoial 
aea1atanoe. 

Wo. 10'76. dated lime a. lNIJ oonoezoning reaction 
1n ot't1oial Pollah oirolea to lllolot~• • addreaa · 
ot ~ 151. 1888 • 

... Polall4 t'oldN-PoNiSn Pile--DI'awer 1-lNIJ 



.rune 87, 1939 

.... o to 0... W&toOD "E- SUn>e:r lre:U..a 

\ 

, 
llncloaN ,AIIbao.-r 81441• 4eopa~ah ot 
Jlme 3, 1111111 . 
Ill :re-obo...,atlODa ot 81441• "" lila :reoen~ 
kl.ka be- t.bo o.co:ra1 surra ot Pol&n4 ond hlmoe ..,4 ot Pol.and and O...a~ B:rlt.aln. 



Letter to Pre.tr.dont 
Pro. surn~r ~•llea 

JUno 2'8., 1 ~3i 

'p 
\ 

In ro·Pr"a!dente doa!ro to hold meot!na or 
~eoutive Coa:d ttee or the Intor· eovOI'I\Jl,tntal 
Con1M1 ttee on Rerugooa which M took up with 
Myron TaJlor ae tho Prea i dent wiahtd. Attaohta 
T~Jlor'• reaotlon on oeetlna to hta tor tho 
Proa . lntornation . 
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