


Letter to General Watson from Welles --=January 5, 1940,
Enclosing despatch No 539 of Nov 28, 1939 from Ambassador
Davies in Brussels.who reports conversationshe had with

wiPrime Minister Peirlot and Foreign Minister Spaak,

See:Belgium folder-Urawer 1-1938



Copy

January 10, 1840,

My dear General Watsonk
I am enclosing & copy of Ambessador Biddle's
strictly confidential despatch No 6 of November 28, 1939 which
was marked for the PFresident.
In this despatch the discontinuance of the protection
of Polish interests in Germany by the Swedish Legation at Berlin is
reported.

Sincerely yours,
Sumner Wells
Enclosure:

From Angers, No 5,
November 29, 19389

For despatch--See Poland folder-Drawer 4-1939



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 10, 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

You saild you wanted to
talk with Sumner Welles about
this at lunech today.

G.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 12, 140

My dear Mr. President:

T mentioned at lunch today that I had given the
Secretary of State a memorandum & few days ago for his
conelderation but, as he sald when we were with you,
he has been so swamped recently with his Ways and Means
Committee hearings that he has not had a chance to go
into 1t or to talk over the problems involved with you,

T em eending you a copy of thie memorandum, think-
ing that you may have time to glve 1t some thought Te-
fore I have the opportunity of seeing you at lunch on

i J/LJ

Monday .
Believe me

Falt 11y yours,

Enclosure;
VYemorandum,

The Presldent,

The White House.



Organization of Neutrals

The President would inquire of the following govern-
mentes whether they believe it desirable and in the highest
intereet of the neutral powers, to undertake conversations
between them, with the view to determining the best means
of strengthening moral and economic cooperation between
them during the duration of the war, and with the view to
determining what the judgment of the neutral states might
be ag to the most effective means, upon the conclusion of
the war, of securing a stable world order based upon inter-
national law and a sound international economiec eystem,

Thie inquiry would be addressed to the following
governments: Argentina, Bolivia, Erazil, Chile, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, E1 Salvador,
Guatemala, Haitl, Hondurae, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, Eelgium, the Nether-
lande, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Switzerland,
Hungary, Rumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey,
Italy, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Spaln, Portugal, and Thalland
(Siam).

In the event that the replies received by the Presi-
dent were favorable, or preponderantly favoratle, the
Presldent would suggeet, in further communications ad-

dressed to these governments, that the following
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governmente deslgnate representatives to meet in Wash-
ington with repreeentatives of the United Stetes to etudy
and to formulate recommendations to 21l of the neutral
powers listed covering the subjects mentioned in his
original communication:

The American Republice would be requested to elect
five representatives of the twenty-one American Republics,
The six Oslo powers would be requested to select two
representatives to represent the Oslo group. The Govern-
ments of Turkey, Iran, and Iraq would be requested to
select one representative in representation of that group
(1t might be desirable to suggest that Afghanistan be in-
cluded in this group so that it might likewise be repre-
eented). All of the other powers mentloned in the above
list would be requested to designate one representative
each,

It would be understood that before any actual meet-
ing in Washington took place, all of the governments men-
tioned would have agreed upon concise and detalled arenda
and would have been a®forded an opportunity, through
diplomatic channele, of reachling an agreement as to the

general lines of the recommendatione to be formulated,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

January 12, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

I have recsived your report
in regard to the informatlion
which was given to the press by
the Department of State in re
to the departure of the 88. C
OF FLINT.

The explanation is that
there was a newspaper story

published, dated from on
Jan second, that the CITY
OF FL "is expeocted to resume

her adventures tonight or to-
morrow." Actually, of oourse
she 41d not sail until several
dayes later, and even if she had
galled immediately that would
have been no Justifiocation

for the State Department %o
give out the word which we re-
oceived from our representative

in Norway.

The point of the matter
is this: The giving out of
this information by the State



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

-2-

Department might easily cause the
death of many persons on the CITY
OF FLINT and the sinking of the
ship itself -~ iIf the Germans
decide to retaliate.

If we 414 not live under
such an easy-golng government,
the Division of Current In-
formatlion would be held responsible
for this phblioity by summary
dismissal of the person or persons
responsible. Plesase tell the
Division of Current Information
that the utmost care must be
giv-n in the future to in-
ormatlon given to the press
which might be used by the
belligerents in war operations,
and that if such a thing happens
in the future, the persons
responsible will be dismissed.

ro D. n-



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 10, 1940

My dear Mr. President:
With reference to our conversation of this morning
concerning the newspaper storles regarding the departure

of the City of Flint and the information whieh the

Department of State had given to the prese laet night
with regard thereto, I am enclosing herewith an item

which appeared in the New York Times of January 3 con-

telning an A.P. story from Bergen announcing the ex-

rected departure of the City of Flint from that port,

I have made 1t clear to the Division of Current
Information that no further statement is to be given

out by the Department regarding the voyage of the

ship,
Believe me
Fal 1y yours,
E 5 \‘
nelosure:
Clipping from New York Time !
January 3, 1 .

The President,
The White House.
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Following from Prime Minister.

Begina.

You may certainly take the sarlieat
opportunity of informing the President that I am
most interested in hie proposal and appreciate
fully the motives that have inspired it.

2. The information which the President
has received from Germany corresponds with what
hes been reaching His Majesty's Covernument, but in
estimating the value of this informastion the
Fresident has no doubt cbserved that no announcement
by any leading Allied statesman would justify the
belief in Cermany that Allied Governmente intend
upon vietory te pertition Germany. If German
pecple do believe this it is because the Oerman
Government by means of thelr propaganda are forcing
this belief upon them in the hope that by thie means
they may counteract any craving for pesce among the
German people and may be better gble to reconcile
them to further hardships and sacrifices.
2. As to the inevitability of a tremendous
offensive in the spring this too has for some time
past bean put about by German propsgandas as part of
the war of nerves on which they are engaged. It
mast be realized that this war of nerves is directed
not only ageinst the belligerents but also againat
the neutrals. By keeping the nesutrals on Q'onturhuull,
eapecially/

..!..J':.
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especially those neutrals in close proximity to
Germany, the German Oovernment hope to create
among them the genesral fear lest a continuence of
the war will eventually involve them in hostilities
either directly or indirectly, We do not therefore
feel that this kind of propagenda is necessarily
conclusive as to peace being more difficult of
attalnment leter. It is not unressconable to suppose
that it is preciasely the policy of the German
Government to produce this impression under the
mistaken ideas that by this means they can mobilize
world public opinion ageinst the Allies who would be
represented as being the sole obstacle in the way of
peace. y
4. I am gratified to note that the President
is convinced of necesalty that any peace settlement
must ineclude "guarantees that thers would be no
renewal of sggression during any of our life-times".
That is really the kernel of the difficulty and it
is clear that the Fresident sppreciastes the fact,

It might not be so dAifficult to devise a settlement
that spparently righted the wrongs dome in recent
months; whole difficulty is to find some means of
essuring Europe that this gould not be followed
sooner or later by a renewed attack on the rights
and liberties of the weaker Buropean States.
b. We cannot imagine how such an sesurance
eould be attained so long as Qermany remains
crganised on the present lines and is under the
direction/
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direction of her present rulers. To deamand as tha
condition of a peace that the present German régime
shall be overthrown or changed may have one or other
of two effects. It might encoursge the Nerman pecple
to throw off Hitler's régime or it might unite them
behind Hitler from fear thet the Allies and America
are trying to disrupt Germany so as to destroy her.
The former alternative is rendered rather remote by
the fact of the complete grip whieh Hitler, the party
and the party mechine seem to have on a population
that is traditionally and remarkably amenable to
diseipline., The latter alternative is to be feared
because it is the cbvious line for Hitler's propaganda
machine to take and because we should have to
anticipate that they would use ft akilfully and to
tha full.

B, But to be guite frank there would be tha
utmost difficulty in persusding paople of this
country snd I balieve of France that any settlement
is worth signing with Hitler or present régime.
Te We have hitherto felt best method of
handling this difficulty is to state the conditions
which while not such as to invite rejection by
considersble elements in Germany, are yet such as
Hitler would find it impossible to accept. I infer
that this is not far from the President's thought,
and three of the Fresident's four "freedoms" imply
the disappearance of the present régime in Germany
which could neither sllow nor survive "freedom of
informstion, freedom of religion and freedom for
trade."

8./
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B. we should of course fully subscribe to
thege but I should like further to make it plain
that our /group corrupt/ consider that any territorial
or other settlement would have to be conditional on
JEroup corrupt/ provisions whereby these conditions
ware reasonably assured.
|+ 18 A8 to the President's proposed procedure
I should feel considerable diffidence in making any
suggestions ae he alone can know what will afford him
best means of obtelning data on which to form &
Judgement.
10. In any discussions however it would surely
be depirable that Polisgh Government should be
assoclated with those of Great Britain and France.
Invasion of Poland was the immediate ceuse of the war;
Poland is the ally of Great Britain and Prance in
this war; and all three Governmente are pledged not
to make seperate peace. Morsover as the Presldent
recognises, restoration of Polend ls & prersguisite
of sny peace negotiamtions. I venture tc hope therefore
that Mr. Sumnar Welles will while in Europs make &
point of consulting Polish Government now established
in Prance as well as other Governments mentioned by
the Fresident.
11, The President doubtless has in mind
problem erising out of Soviet aggressiocn on Finland
snd in view of the strong fesling thereby arcused
throughout the world in support perhaps may consider
whether it would be desirable to extend Mr. Sumner
wWelles' enguiry in that direction.

18./




-E=
12. The announcement of misseion of Mr. Welles
will of course produce a sensational impression
throughout the world more particularly if it makes
publie full purpose of this initliative.
13. It may be that the President feels he
cennot obtain dats that he reguires from his reguler
representatives in vaerious eapitals. But such a
gensational intervention will reise hopee in some
quarters and give rise to discussion - much of it 111~
informed - in nearly all and Lf the President after
welghing all considerstions that I feel bound to
gubmit to him feels full disclosure would best
contribute to the ends he has in view, it would seem
of great importance that he should give clear
indieation in anncuncement of his own conviction that
first essentiai purpose to be achieved is dursbility
o any settlement arrived at.
14. I must frenkly edmit to a good deal of
anxiety lest the effect of this move however carefully
presented should be to cause embarrassment to the
democracies from which Germany, still unconvinced of
the failure of policy of force, will reap advantage.
15, There ie no doubt greater unity in France
gnd England then there is in Germany but there are
always elements in the community which do not share
general opinion, and what I fear i8 that mublic
announcement of the President's initiative will at
onge bring these elements into open and vocal
prominence in countries where "freedom of information®
already/
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already exists. Since German public and press
will remain dragooned and controlled there will
ensus s false appearance of unity in Germany which
will contrast very unfortunately with an apparent
disunity in desmocratic countries, Perlod of waiting
while U¥r. Welles collects his informatiocn will be &
eriticeal one, and I am concerned at the thought that
it may be used by Oermen Ministry of Propaganda to
emphasise divieions in renks of their opponents, and
thus alter the pituation to our disadvantage.
18. I sm most anxious to avoid giving the
President the impression thet I do not fully
appreciate the impulse which has inspired him to
courageous propoeal. On the contrary you may assure
him that I will certainly cooperate to the best of
my ablility. But I sarnestly hope that he will
conglder very seriously possible effects of a public
announcement of purpose of M¥r. Welles' mission
before this becomes absolutely necessary.
17, I am gpurea that he will not objeet to my
putting my views on this most importent matter to
him with the same frankness which he has displayed
to me (and for which I am deeply grateful).
18. You may if you wish show this telegram
to the Presldent and leave him a copy.
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Walles
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

February 1, 1840

My dear Mr. President:

In accordsnce with your reguest, I am sending
you herewith a copy of the rroposed meseage to the
neutral countries.

Balieve me

'aithfully yours, |_

1) [k

Engloaure.

Tne Fresident,
The White Hpuse.



More than five monthe have passed since the armies
of the German Relch invaded the Republie of Poland, and
since shortly thereafter the Governments of the United
Kingdom and of the Dominions comprising the British
Empire, together with the Government of France, declared
war upon Germany. Within that period the hostilities
which have engulfed Europe have shown no signe of abating.
On the contrary, the scene of amotual warfare has become
enlarged in scope. Soviet Russia has attempted to invade
the Republie of Finland, and hardly a week goes by that
repcrtes are not current that additicnal nations may be
forced into a epreading conflict.

And in the Far East the long-protracted hostilitles
between China and Japan continue.

During these same months the neutral powers in all
parta of the earth have been confronting an lnoreamsingly
serious and, in several ilnstances, a gravely critiecal,
sltuation. They have suffered the impairment of their
legitimate commerce by belligerent amctlon with resultant

dislooation to thelr national economy and to the well-
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being of thelr nationals. They have seen neutral vessels,
engsged in peaceful trade, sunk, and the lives of neutral
pagsengers and seamen destroyed. MNot only have the prin-
elples of internstional law, agreed upon by the great
majority of the nations of the world, been openly viclated,

but the belligerent powers would seem in practice to main-

taln that the clearly established rights of neutrsl peoples--

rights secured to them by international agreement, by the
enlightened precedents established throughout the course
of the last century, and by every precept of Justice and
of reason--muet give way to whatever rights may be
asserted by the belligerents themselves.

The twenty-one soverelgn Ameriocan Republics, by com-
mon accord, have sagreed upon measures destined to preserve
and maintain their neutrality. They share the convietion
that hostilities in which they are not involved should
not Jecpardlze the normal peaceful 1life of the independent
peoples of the Western Hemisphere.

In harmony with those agreements, the Government of
the United States does not admit that the rights of bel-

ligerent natlons are in any sense supericr to the rights
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of neutral etatee, save insofar as belligerent rights are
defined by the generally accepted principles of interna-
tional law or by international agreements to which the
United Btates 18 a party.

I believe that it 18 the overwhelming aspiration of
all neutral peoplea that the warfare which is now laying
waste 8o many lands should spread no further. It would
sgen to be evident that thile objective might be the more
readlly attained were neutrel rights to be more clearly
reasserted, and were the neutral countries, during the
continuation of the present hostilities, to be afforded
the opportunity of malntaining intact the standard of
living of thelr peoples through the enjoyment of legit-
imate commerce so far as 1t may be permitted them by the
previcusly establiehed rules of international law,

It has seemed to me, therefore, that the highest inter-
ests of all of the neutral nations would be well served
if a closer cooperation between them might be established
throughout the duration of the existing confliote.

For that reason I inquire of Your Excellency's Gov-

ernment, as I am inquiring of the Governments of Argentina,
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Bolivia, Brezil, Chile, Colombia, Oosta Rica, Ouba,
Dominican Republie, Ecuador, El1 Balvador, Guatemala,
Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, Uruguay, Venerzuela, Belgium, the letherlands, Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Switzerland, Hungary,
Rumanie, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, Italy,
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Spain, Portugal, and Thalland (Siam),
whether the Government of belleves it desirsble
that conversations be undertaken between all of the Gov-
ernments above named, including the Government of the
United States. Buch conversations would be held with a
view to determining the best means of strengthening moral
cooperation and commercisl interchange between them during
the continuation of the wars now being waged. They might
well further determine what the Judgment of the neutral
states might be as to the most effective means, upon the
cessation of hostllities, of seocuring the reaffirmation of,
and scrupulous respect for, the essential principles of
international law, together with a practicable method of
assuring the limitation and progressive reduction of arma-

menta, and the establishment of a sound international
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economio system.

In the event, as I trust, that the replies received
to this inquiry are favorable, I shall lay for thelr con-
sideration before the governments whiech indleate thelir
desire to take part in such conversations, mcre detalled

recommendatione as to the exchange of views suggested.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
FEBRUARY 8, 1940
el et

It is announced by the Segoretary of S5tate that in
view of existing hostllities in meany parte of the world,
in view of the effect of such hostilities on the neutrael
netione of the world and in view of the avident denire of
rll neutral nations for the eventual restoration of world
peace on & sound and lasting banie for all natlons, diplo-
metic conversations of an infermel cheracter have been
cormenoed with neutral governments ond will nrobably
be sontinued with all neutrsl governsents,

It ahould be emphasized that thees converastiosno
invelve no plen or plans bu: are in the nature of pre-
liminary inquiries relating to a sound international
egonomic eyeten mnd, at the same time, world-wide
reduction of arusmente, Katters involvins present war
conditions are not m part of these preliminary conversaticons.
Thesc conversations oan, of coursn, be extended to
belligerant nations in 3o far as they involwe themz two

gommon problems of futurs pemce.

%
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JAn view of exleting hostilities in many parts of the world,

IT te-anno

in view of the affect of such hostilitles on the neutral
nations of the world and in view of the evident deslire of
all neutrsl natione for the eventusl restoratlon of world
peace on A& sound end lasting basls for all nations, diplo-
matic conversations of &n informel character have been
commenced with neutral gpovernmente and will probably

be continued with all neutral governments.

It should be emphasized that these conversationa
involve no plan or Fl“““) but are in the nature of
prallmln&r:{ inquir!‘.aa relating to W
A i, Lo, Erld-wj,da reduction of armaments and,
at the same time, a s pound international economlo
pystem, Matters involving present war conditlons are not
a part of these preliminary conversations. Thepe conver-
gations can, of course, be extended to belligerent nationa

Hiic Tive

insofar ae they involve common probleme of future peace.
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Feb 8, 1940,

Longhand Note to Sumner Welles from the President
asking him to send in code a message to Bill Phillips

Re-His getting word to Sec of State at Vatican sbout eppt
of Bishop or Archbishop for Washington ete etc.

See: Italy folder-Drawer 4-1046
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Following from the Prime Miniater,

I am very gra teful to the President for
glving sympathetle consideration to the points
which you, on my inatruetions, put to him and am
grateful to note thet in some cases at least
he is disposed to recognize their forece.

In order that he may be fully acquainted with
the inner movement here and thus have before him
all possible repercussions of the aetion he has
in mind, I feel that I ought to tell him in
eonfidenee the upshot of ocur someultations with
the French Govermment on February 5th,

We found them, as we are indeed ourselves,
deaply concerned over the Finnish situation, All
reports show that there must be a limit to Finnish
resistance, which must erumble sconer or later in
default of substantial help, It will not be
suffieclent merely to send the Finnas what we ean
apars in the matter of war materlial, It will
probably be necessary to fight at thelr side,

The complete overthrow of Finland would aprouse
in France and in this country the most intense
feelings of Indignation and rage and 1t is almoat
eertain that, however unjust, these feclings
would express themselves in an indletment of the
Allies for having betrayed the eause for which
we took up arms, All thia apart from the material
fact that conquest of Finland would mean the

practical/

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED



practical subjugation of Scandinavia to Germany
and Russia,

Our principal diffieulty is that we
sannot render direct and substantial masistance
to Pinland without Norwegian and Swedish eo-
operation or at least conasent, At present time
Norway and Sweden hesitate to take any action
which exposes them to the joint threat from
the Soviet and Germany. Though they might
weleome our assistance against the Soviet threat
to Pinland and Northern Scandinavia they would
naturally ask us how we eould guarantee them
against a German threat to Southern Seandinavia
if that should result from our aetion,

The French and we agreed that the most
practlieable plan for saving Finland would be the
immediate preparation of a Franeo British
expeditionary forece to go to the assiastance of
Finland aercas Northern Scandinavia, At the
same time we should prepare ancther foree with
which we should assist Norway and Sweden if the
German threat against the South should uturiniua,
though we ourselves are doubtful whethear in faet
the Germans would care to extend their liasbilities,

We antlisipate that (when) the eritiscal period
approaches, probably not later than the third weelk
in March, Finland would be likely to send out a
last appeal to save her from destrustion, We
and France would then ask the Scandinavian countries
to give us the necessary facilities for the passage
of our forees and we should hope to obtain their
consent if we could show them that we had

suffieient/
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suffiesisnt means at hand to save Finland and
to give them reasonable protection, We are
therefore pressing on with our preparations with
all speed.

The President will understand that this 1s
a moat highly eonfidential communicatlion and that
he 1is sntrusted with a secret that haa been dilvulged
to no one.

At the ssme time he will perceive our
anxiety lest the action he proposes to take should
interfere with the succeas of this plan, What we
fear is that if Governments of Sweden and Norway
get the idea that some peace suggestions are likely
to be sat on foot, they will refuse the facilitiles
we want in order to save Finland, and will sxeuse
themselves on the ground that Finland will no
doubt be loocked after in coming negotliatlonas and
that, if they should fail and Finland be destroyed,
the responalbility will not be theirs.

It was this contingency which I had in mind
in my allusion to Finland in my earlier telegram 173.

You may show this telegram to the President

and leave him a copy.
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At the request of the Presldent, the Under Seoretary
of Btate Mr. Sumner Welles will proceed shortly to Europe
to wisit Italy, France, Germany and Oreat Britain. Thia
v1slt 1a solely for the purpose of advising the President
and the Becretary of State as toc present conditions in
Europe.

Mr, Welles will, of course, be authorized to
make no proposals or commltmenta in the name of the
government of the United States.

Furthermore, statements made to him by offlclals
of governments wlll be kept in the atrictist confldence
and will be communicated by him solely to the President

and the BSecretary of State,
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authorized to make no pmpoaalsﬁin the name of the

Government of the United States.

Furthermore, statements made to him by qffinlnls
of governments will be kept in the strictlet confldence
and will be communicated by him solely to the Presldent

and the Becretary of Btate.



DRAFT

The Fresident has today directed Mr, to
proceed to Europe to visit Gernany, England, and France,
It will be the purpose of Mr, 's mission to
agcertaln whether the governments of those belligerent
powers will state for the confidential information of the
Fresident the basis upon which they would be prepared to

make pemce, Mr, will be empowered to make no

propos ale in the name of the Government of the United
States to the governmenta mentloned, but only to inquire
what the peace terms of the contending powere may be and
to report the statements he may recelve to the Presildent
and to the Seoretary of State,

In view of the confidential nature of Mr, 's
mission, any statements which may be made to him by offi-
clals of the governments of Germany, England, and France
wlll be communicated by him solely to the Fresident nnd

to the Secretary of State,



Attashed are the Prosident's
lattors of Feb 14, 1840 which
wars presented by Su=mar Wolles
5 the following onb hia =isslcn
abrosd:

Chamberlain

Mussolin

Deladier
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WASHINGTON

F'uh‘runl':r 12, .'I.P'I:D.

My dear Mr. President:

Y¥ou told me last night that you wished to give me
three autograph letters addressed to 3ignor Mussolini,
to M. Daladier, and to Hr.Chamberlain so tnat I might
present them when they receive me.

I am submitting herewith three drafts which sre
identical in substance for ¥our considerstian,

Believe me

|
Fei ully yours,

e

e
Enclosures, \

As stated.

The Fresident,
The Wnite House,



February 12, 1940

Hy dear Mr. President:

This letter will be handed to you by Mr. Sumner
Welles, Under Secretary of State, when he has the
privilege of being received by you.

You may be sure that whatever views you express to
him will be maintained in the strictest confidence, and
w1lll be transmitted by him solely to myveelf and to the
Searetary of Btate of the United Btates. At thies grave
moment I Aam led to belleve that this exchange of views
between us may be of real value.

Eelieve me

Youre very sincerely,

His Excellency
Konsleur Edouard Deladier,
Fresident of the Counoil of Ministers,

Faris, France.



February 12, 1940

My dear Bignor Mussolini:

This letter will be handed to you by Mr. Sumner

¥ellee, Under Becretary of State, when he has the

privilege of belng received by you.

You may be sure that whatever views you express to

him will be transmitted by him solely to mysell and to

the Secretary of State of the United States. At this

grave moment I am led to believe that this exchenge of

viewe between ue may be of real value.

Believe me.

Youre very sincerely,

Hie Excellenoy
Benito Mussolini,
Chief of the Government,
Bome, Italy.



February 12, 1940

Ky dear Hr. Frime Minilster:

Thie letter will be handed to you by Mr. Bumner
Welles, Under Secretary of Btate, when he has the
privilege of being received by you.

You may be sure that whatever views you express to
him will be maintained in the strictest confidence, and
¥ill be transmitted by him solely to myself and to the
Secretary of Btate of the United Btates. At this grave
moment I am led to belleve that this exchange of views
between ues may be of resl value.

Believe me

Yours very slnoerely,

The Right Honorable
Heville Chamberlain, M.P.,
London, England.



COPY OF LONGHAND LETTER

THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTCHN

Feb, 14
1940

My dear Signor Mussollnl:

My old friend kr. Sumner Welles, my
Under Secretary of State, will give you this when he
has the privilege of belng recelved by you.

You may be sure that whatever views
you express to him will be tranemitted by him solely
to myself and to the Secretary of State.

At this grave moment I deeply hope
that this exchange of views between us may be of
real value to Italy, to the United States, and %o
the future of the world.

I still hope to meet you some day
soonl

Faithfully youras,

(8igned) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELY




COPY OF LONGHAND LETTER

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTCN

Feb. 14
1046

My dear Mr. Presldent:

My boyhood friend Sumner Welles will
give you this. What you tell him he will maintain
in the strictest confldence and will be transmitted
only to me and to Mr. Hull.

At this grave moment I deeply hope
that thie exchange of views may be of real value --
- and that the world may aventually obteln a peace
which 1g nelther "ineonelusive nor precarious”.

Bill Bullitt is Just back and glves
me your very much appreciated messages -- and I
gend to "mon aml Daladier" my very warm regards.

Falthfully,

(Signed) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT




COPY OF LONGHAND LETTER
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
Feb. 14

1940
My dear Chamberlain:

Sumner Welles, my Under Secretary of State,
and an old boyhood friend will give you this. What you
tell him will be maintelned in the striectest confldence
and will be told solely to myself and to Cordell Hull on
my talk with him on his return. At thils grave moment I
deeply hope this exchange of views may be of real value
towards a peace which 1s nelther "inconclusive nor
precarious”". Enough said.

My warm regards,
Falthfully,

(Signed) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT




J)Jrl 1}.,) CSF. Wegl

I just wanted to say to you that I have been authorized
to offer you a friendly word of advice or a word of friemndly advice.
To wit: Not to write yourselves out on the end of a limb or to
attribute what you assume the President, Mr. Hull and Mr. Welles are
discussing to any allegedly authorized or unimpeachable or reliable
sources or to friends close to the President or to the Secretary of
State or to the Under Secretary of State. That neither the President,
the Secretary of State nor the Under Secretary of State will have
any word to say to the press or to any of their friends or to anyone

anywhere following their conference.
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Mamorandum to Sumner Welles from the Pruaidunt-_h!gruh 50, 1840

Attaches for his information & message from Larry Fly sent
through Jim Rowe.

Re:Conference between Witler and Mussolinl and re cables to
both Americas which can only mean that the Italians plan
to carry German messapes ete ete.

See:Administrative Assts folder-Drawer 1-1940(March 30, 1840 memo)




FSF: WJQ%

Aprdl 1, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR SUMNER WELLES FROW THME PRESIDENT:

RE: Inguiry President had from Yyron Taylor who asked 4f
the Pope's letter of March 18, 1940 to the President
was to be ziven to the Press, The President asks
Welles to make decision,

Atteched is Welles reply of April 6, 1940, saying

that after due consideration it wes decided not

to publish the letter unless the President wishad
otharwise,

Also attached is Welles letter to the President of
March 30, lﬂiﬂmggﬁ_fyg FPope's letter of March 18, 1340,

Ses: Ttaly folder-Drawer 4-1940 {aoril 6, 1940 letter)



This memo came to file April 1, 1940 i

/1 /pULA

Mil, EARLY:
McCermott says the A. P. has the following

bulletin from Rome:

fUndersecretary Welles disclosed today that
no peace olan or medlation proposal had been offered
him by any belligerent government or any other
government during his conversations.

"He also declared emphatically that he had
not conveyed any suggestions for peace to any
European powers. He sald he was taking facts and
no peace proposals back to President Roosevelt."

Mr. Hillman of Colliers will be at the
press conference today.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

April 1, 1940.

MEMORANDUN FOR

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE UNDER SECAETARY OF STATE

Here 18 Chamberlailn'e letter

to me. Do you think it needa =
reply?

F. D. R



L% |
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

AEril 2, 1940

My dear Mr, Presldent:

I am returning herewith Mr. Chamberlain'sa
personal letter to you since I bellieve you will
wish to keep it in your own file. As I said to
you this morning, Mr. Chamberlain's letter 1s a
reply to your personal letter to him which I handed
him when I wae in London and, consequently, I do
not belleve that hls letter to you requires any
acknowledgment.,

Eelleve me
Faifhfully yours, }/\
F '{ [‘
p f

The President,
The White House,
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April 4, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM STMNER WELLES:

Encloses two drafts of telegrams to-
¥inister Gunther in Rumania for the Presidente approvel
re Colonel Beck proceeding to U. S, st this time eto.
Attached is copy of Sec Hullas' telegram to Gunther
of April 1, 1940 re President's desire to have con-
versation with Col., Joseph Beck--sugrests he take matter
up with King Carol ste.
Attached is Gunthers reply of April 3, 1540 re having seen
Foreign Minister Gafencu and his discussion about Beck
leaving the countryy also atteched is Welles letter of April
15, 1940 with copy of memo from Murphy, Charge d'Affaires at
Paris Embassy datéd March 21, 1040 reporting conversation
re Beck's activities ste,

See:State Dept-Drawer 1-1940(April 15, 1940 letter)




_April 4, 1940,
MENORANDUM FCR GENERAL WATSON FROM SUMNER WELLES:

Enclosing despetch from Ambassador Biddle of Feb 28, 1940
re attuched eopy and translation of authenticated copy
of confidential instruction recently issued to the press
in Germany end German ogcupled Poland, by the German
propagands Ministry,

Minister Zaleski gave the eopy to Amb Biddle end informed

him in strictest confidence that it had been secured and
forwarded to him by Prince Janusz Radeiwill,

See:France folder-Drewer 4-1940(4pril 4, 1940 letter)




Confidential letter to the President from Summer Welles of April B, 1940
with

Encloses memorandum of conversation he had“Mr, Radu Irimescu,

Minister of Rumania on April 5, 1940.

ories o
a

Re:Situation in the Balkans 1 threat of Bill Bullitt
that relations between the U, S, and Rumania would be broken

unless the Rumanian Covernment permitted the former Presidemt and
Foreign Minister of Poland to leave that country,

See:State Dept-Drawer 1 =1940
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For the Fresident's memc of April 8, 1840
to See Hull re subject of having Embassy in
Lisbon and asking him what he thinks? And
original of Welles reply attached,

See:State Dept-Drawer 1-1840 (April 11, 1940 letter)




April 11, 1640

My dear Mr, President:

In reply to your memorandum of April 8 with regard
to the poseibllity of raleing the rank of ouwr amission
An Lisbon to that of an sumbassy, I fear that Bertie Pell
has sxaggerated the faotn, According to your semorandum
he has told you that practically every other important
nation has an embasay in lLilsbon. Upon investigation I
find that there are only four eubassies in Lisbon,
nemely, the Vatican, Bpazll, fSpailn, and Oreat Britain,
France, Germany, and Italy have legations only,

The genersl pollocy of the Department has been that
we would not recommend to you the raleing of a European
legation to sn embassy unless the principal Ruropesn
countries had done livewise, and in view of preasent olr-
cumstances, that condition does not exist,

I think also that 1t would be hard on the basis of
our interests involved to Justify ralsing the legation
in Lisbon to an embasay ahead of our legations in ocoun-
tries like Uruguay, Nolland, and Sweden,

Belleve ne

Faithfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

The Fresident,
The White House,



Re: Memo from Sumner Welles office dntad-ﬁprj;dlzj 1940

Subject:Telephone conversation to Welles from Max Truitt,
of Maritime Commission re urgent situation in-
volving transfer of Danish shipping to American
flag and if hot effected scom is afraid ships will
be comandeered by British.(about 97 ships involved)

(Longhand netation by President at top of letter=-
reads as follews: "Not Approved-FDR"

Bee:Maritime Commisslon-Drawer 2-1840
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

égfil 12, 1840

L7

My dear Mr, President:

I am sending you for your information memorands
of two conversations which I have had within the past
twenty=four hours which I bellieve should be submitted
to you for your information., If we could find out the
way in which Dewey and hisa advisers had obtained nrior
knowledge of these alleged German plans, we might be
guite intereated,

Believe me

fully yours,

A\

(o *\ (s

Ence,
Two memorands
of conversation,

The Fresident,
The White House,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: Aprlil 12, 1940

SUBJECT: e i el e ekt |

PARTICIPANTS: The Minister of Yugoslavia, Mr. Conetantin Fotitech;
the Under Secretary, Mr. Welles.

COPIES TO: a8

The Minister of Yugoslavia called to see me this
afternoon and sald that he wanted to give me a versonal
and confidential message.

The Minister read to me a cable which had been sent
to him in an indirect way by the Yugoslav Minister in
Berlin., The latter reported that in a conversation which
he had had with one of the Aseistant Secretaries of the
German Foreign Office the Assistant Secretary had stated
that the German Foreign Office wae fully convinced that if
President Roosevelt had followed out his own inelination,
the United States would now be at war on the side of the
Allies, and that it was only because of national and



-2m

nolitical considerations that President Roosevelt had
refrained from insisting upon that course. The German
Foreign Office wae further confident that if President
Roosevelt was re-elected for a third term and if the

war had not already been won by Germany before that time,
the United States would be in the war on the side of the
Allies before February 1941,

The Yugoslav Minister told me that he believed this
information was significant in connection with the oub=-
lication of the alleged White Book documents, The Minie
ster further saild that he belleved that less sensational
and apparently less important documents had been made b=
lic in the first batch so as to have the question of their
authenticity threshed out at this stage, and that later,
after the American people had got used to the controversy
about the authenticity of the documents, far more sensa-
tional documente would be published involving the name of
President Roosevelt himself, The Minister stated that he
believed the German strategy had completely falled but
that he thought Ribbentrop would nevertheless nersist in
publishing further documente of the kind he had described,

R

U:SW: DMK



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: April 11, 1940

SUBJECT: ISPt ENET AL

PARTICIPANTS: Mr, Constantine Brown;
The Under Secretary, Mr, Welles,

COPIES TO:

Constantine Brown told me today that he had learned
through Allen Dulles, who is acting a8 advieer to Thomas
Dewey on international queetions, that the next bateh of
White Book documente to be published by the German Foreign
COffice relating to the United States would contain three
revorts sent by Ambassador Potockl of alleged conversations
which he had had with President Roosevelt and a memorandum
of a conversation which is purported to have taken place
between Foreign Minister Beck of Poland and Ambaseador

Biddle,
Constantine Brown gave me to understand that Dewey

had been advised of these German nlane and was intending

to give a sensational interpretation to them,

U SW: DI \s2
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THE WHITE HOUSE xﬁj‘ 7;IFH
WASHINGTON fi

April 13, 1940,

MEMORANDUY FoR (Zapr/
SUMNER WELLES:
Dear Sumner:

Here 12 a real Job for you

and you alone. How in the t

R am I to answer Lady Oxfo

ew Elizabeth Bibesco, or course, very
well but T only sew Mommar once in New
Yur!, when she came and Spent an hour
while I waa Tracupersting from infantile
paralysis,

It 1s because the evideatly
loves you ap (Just as much as she does

mel) that I wish you would try your hand
&t something for me to send in reply!

F.D.R,
FDR/4j
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

April 15, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

Your memorandum of April 13 has glven me, as you
anticlpated, a very puzzling Job to do.

Like you, I have seen Lady Oxford once in my life,
when she was wvisiting her daughter in Washington. Again
like you, I knew Elizabeth Bibesco very well, but --
perhaps unlike you -- I found her one of the greatest
peste I heve ever encountered, I did not see elther
one of them when I was in London nor did I hear from
them.

Lady Oxford's letter to you seems to me amazingly
impertinent but in that, of course, she 1s running true
to form, I should not think thet you would wish to
take any notlice of her remarks about Joe Kennedy since,
as you know, she will carry your reply around with her
and show 1t to every one she meets in London.

I am enclosing = suggested noncommittal answer,

I should alsc like to suggeet that your answer should

The President,
The White House.



y

-2-

not be sent elther through the open mail or through
Kennedy in London, snd consequently, if you approve,
I could ask Lord Lothian to send the reply through the
British pouch.

Eelleve me

Falthfully yours,

\
A I
" */L

Enclosure:
Draft letter,



April 15, 1940

Ny deer Lady Oxford:

I have Just recelved your letter of
March 22, Of course I have not forgottem you
and your daughter Elizabeth., I well remember
your kindness in coming to see me when I was
111 in New York.

I am glad that Sumner Welles made a good
impression in London, He has told ae of the
conaideration and helpful assistance in oarry-
ing out his mission which hs received on all
sides, and I am, of course, most appreclative
of the courtesy shown hium as my representative.

Your words that “fear 1s upperwost in the
minde of the nations of Europe" are tragleally
true. There oan surely be no stable peace
until confidence in national and individual
security banishes the causes of fear. But do
not think that prosperity is the sole objeot
of this nationy The American ple, like the
people of sc many other countries, seek the
restoration of the rule of international law
and order among the nations in place of the
rule of aggression and of force, So that they
and their children may once more live in a
decent and a peaceful world. Only thereby can
they themselves achleve seourlity.

The Countess of Oxford and Aaquith.



Thank you for your personal message, It
was good of you to send it, Please give my
warmest remembrances to your daughter and

Believe me

Yours very 8incerely,



My dear Mr, President:

I have received this morning a personal letter
from Jeff Caffery under date of April 22 of whigh I

am sending you a ocopy for your information. "Bougas"
referred to in the letter is the Rio de Janeiro man-
ager of the International Business Machines Corpors-
tion, a very close friend of Fresident Vargas and a
very able and understanding friend of the United 3tates,.
Believe me
Faithfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

Eneo.

For original of this letter and enclosure from Caffery
See:5tate Dept-Drawer =1940

The President,
The White House,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

o

April 30, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

Bert Hulen, corresnondent of the New York Times,

has just left my office, After a serles of preliminary
questions, he inquired whether you had addressed any
appeal to Italy to remailn at neace., I replied that I
knew of no peace proposal that You had in mind under
present conditions and that your statement after my return
from Europe had made that sltuation, in my judgment, very
clear,

Hulen is about the most reliable correspondent
attached to the State Department snd is, in my judgment,
quite inecapable of undertaking any underhanded means of
getting news. He works very closely under and with Apthur
Krock, It would seem to me possible that Arthur Krock,
who 18 on intimate terms with Lothian, may have learned
from the latter that the British Government head reauested
that you make an appeal to Italy and that Arthur Krock
had told Hulen to find out if You had made any move in

thls regard,

The President,
The White House,



i

No one in the Department has seen the telegrams
seent last night except myself, although, of course, the
matter was talked over with varlous people by the Secre-
tary before the suggested draft was submltted to you.

Belleve me

Falthfully your

[) f (s



May 2, 1940

¥y desr ¥y, President;

I em enclosing herewith a memorandum I have
nade of your eonversation of today's date with the
Italian Ambassador.

Believe me

Fal thfully yours,

The Fresident,
The White House,

b o
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My dear Mr., President:

In acecordance with the request contained in
your memorandum of May 3, I am enelosing herewith
a suggeated reply for you to send to Daladier and
& oovering letter addressed to Bill Bullitt,

Believe me

Fal thfully yours,

Sumner Wellea

The President,
The White House.

ReiAbove corres-ondence
See:Bill Bullitt-Drawer 4-1040 (May 3, 1040 memo)
| SR J



May 4, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

I believe you will be amused by a recent inter-
change of personal letters between our Minister in
Budapest, John Montgomery, and Count Cedky, the For-
elgn Minister, This correspondence constitutes an
unusual page in diplomatic history.

However, as a very positive sign that neither
the Regent nor the Prime Minister feel that Mont-
gomery's position has been in the slightest degree
affected by this row with the Foreign Minister, the
Regent only last week oconferred upon him the highest
deooration of the Hungarian Government whigh, natu-
rally, Montgomery had to refuse.

Believe me

Faithfully yours,

- sumner Wallea

The President,
The White House.

ﬁ "_f f_ 4 i f—?fr f. L ?j"‘ 5 '/r"-.- I —— L B .rl';'J" '.- #



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE L:
WASHINGTON il

My dear Mr. President:
I am returning to you herewith Mr., Smith HartLE_

letter of April 20 and your memorandum of May 4 which
you were good enough to send me on that date so that I
might read them.

I am, of course, heartily in accord with the opin-
ions set forth in your memorandum. I bellieve there 1is
nothing that would more rapldly and completely destroy
the relationship between the Unlted States and the other
American Republics which you have bullt up than for the
United States herself to acquire territory in South
America, If, es a result of the present war, steps have
to be taken to prevent the Guianas or other European
possessions from passing into different European hands,
I believe the Pan American trusteeship idea would be the
only possible solution.

Belleve me

Falth¥ully yours,
Enclosures: L{
Memorandum, May 4, 1840. Y, f‘d

From Mr, Spith Hart,
April 20, 1940,

The President,
The White House,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 4, 191.,{_}:
Confidentisl ——— s

MIMORANDUK FOR
SUMNER WELLES:

To read end return.

F.D.R.

Letter from Smith Hart, St. Marc Arms,

504 West 112th St., NYC, 4/20/40 to Mrs.
Roosevelt, in re the British, Dutch, and French
Guianas, which represent a solution of a large
part of our unemployment, and copy of the Presi-
dent's memorandum to Mrs. Roosevelt.



PERSONAL AND CONFEOEME ik
MEMORANDUK FOR R.R,

There s mush to be sald for the development of
Britlish, French and Hetherlands Guiana, The cllmate along
the Coast and &djeacent lowlands 18 vile == ao wvile that
it would ocost huge sums to make life there lnheblteble
for white people.

The interior of all three Gulanas is, in large part,
unexplored and {nacoeesible. It would coat vast suma to
open up the interlor of the country.

Heverthelesu, thers 1s probably a good chance,
through careful planning, of bullding up a steble popula-
ticn of seversl milllon people over a perlod of yeera --
with the possibllity, though only a possibility, that the
expendltures would come back lo time.

Thers are, of ocourse, two diffioulties., The firat
is the price thot would be demended by the three pressent
OWHeTE .

The second ia that 1t ls very doubtful if the Unlted
States should undertake soverelgnty or sole charge of develop-
ment, I em, confidentlially, considering the broad thought
of ereatiocg & form of Pan American trusteeship for situas-
tions of this kind. It is & new ides in internationel
or Pan Ameriocan relationships but 1t 1s worth studylng --
especlally if there ls & remote possibility that the
American Republice may be forced to do something about
Buropean possessions in this Hemisphere.

I think it is best not to discuss this out loud,
however.

FoDsRa
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J J"ﬂ rd Arma,
\J *Weat 112th 3t.,
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"J.@‘;. 3 New York, N. Y.
Lo ’ﬁ:t -April 20, 15940,
(h 3 M

Mra. Eleanor Roosevalt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

»
|"I o

n o

Dear Mra, Hoosevelt, \ ‘ l:ﬁ.lul.i

Almost at our dooratep’ macrcdes the Caribbean lie the
Britlsh, Dutch, and Prench Oulanas. They reprasent, potentially,
a solution of a large part of our unemployment problem; s vital
need to the defense of the weatern hemisphere; and, perhaps, a
decisive link in the future integration of the natlona of the new
world into a United States of Pan America.

The Guianas, €omprising some 167,000 square miles,
could absorb the energles of many of ocur pasople ln tha produstion
and processing of numerous productas which we now import in vast
gquantlities ~- chiefly from areas where inefficlent, low pald coolias
labor provides no market whatever, in return, for our manufactured
goods, If we could put our own peopls to work producing asome of
these items in the Oulanas (negro and white southern sharecroppers
and farmers on the troplc comat, northemers in the tomperate up-
lands) using modern American production methods, we would automat-
ically create a large new market for our own gooda,

To clte only one ofthe advantages which would mcorua
to us through possession of the Gulanas =-- we now import rubber
that i1s produced by coolle plantatioh laborers to whom we can sell
nothing from sources half way around the world from us, If we are
ever involved in a war with & major naval power the trade routes
over which our rubber supplies must come could be cut by enemy
forces at such distances from our naval bases that it i3 doubtfull
whether we could effectively clear them. In the Oulanas we could
produce all the rubber we need (and we consume vast quantities) =--
virtually in our own front yard and employ our own peopla in lta
production,

Too, a8 a naw American frontier the Ouianas would fur-
nish a great, new flield for the inveatment of idle capltal. There
would be rallroads and highway systems, new towns and clities to be
bullt -- the innumersbls things a new land in tha process of dav-
elopment must have and whish the industrial plant of the United
States 1s so well squipped to turn out.

American developmment of the Guianaa should be undep-
taken with a view to their ultimate incorporation into the nation
a8 states rather than as mere colonial appendages, It would be
wise to keep in mind, in this regard, that thelr pescurces are
large, that aimilarly situated South American natieons of compar=
able sigze boast populations running into the millions, and that,



with the conatruction of interior highways and the opening up of
the country to homesteading, fres play would be given to the enter-
prise of hundreds of thousands of Americana who are asager to find
Just sueh an outlet for their enargles,

Taking the war aituatlon in Europe into full consider-
ation and remembéring particularly the imperative need of the
Allles for both American goods and American good will -- 1t should
not be too difficult to arrive at a fair agreement to purchase the
Ouianas through (1) the war debts owed us, (2) our surplus products,
{3) eredits for manufactured goods or (4) cash on the 1line == or
perhaps a combination of all four, Thelir Ouiana holdingas are not
in any senae integral parta of the Britlsh, French or Dutch Empires.
They themselves bought them op appropriated them to begln with and
have done nothing with them becauas they have vaster holdings of a
similar charactar with huge supplies of coolie leber in the Far
Egst,

Strategloally, the Guisnas are of no value to any
European natlion save as a threat to the security of Mmerica =-- a
reason for leaving them in the possesslon of forelgn powars that
we could hardly be expected to appreciate,

Garman selizure of the Netherlends (which the world is
momentarily awalting) and a subsequent "hreak" through the Britlsh
fleet would force us to oceupy Dutch Oulana for our own protection.
And we might be confronted with the nesassity of waging war in the
process, Similarly, in the case of British and French Gulana,
while most of us feel relatlvely sure thnt the Allies will win tho
present war, we do not, after all, have &ny assurance wha tscevar
that they amctually will -- particularly if Germany ia Joined openly
by Huasia, Italy and perhaps Japan. If the totalltarlian nations
do win, they can naturally be expected to asaume proprietorship of
Allied colonial possessions. In such cnse the United States would
automatlically be thrust into wap against them for poasession of
these footholds on the South American continent,

Geographically situatel to be of great atrategie
importance in the dafense of the Americas, the Gulanas are at
present a dangerously vulnerable "wenk spot". Their selzurs by
hostlle naval powera would bar us from all accesa to South Amerien
through the Atlantis -- would leave tha southarn Caribbean door to
the Pahama Cannl in enemy hands,

To us, thersfore, the Gulanas are of incaleulable
strateglc value, Possession of them would give us (1) thsa means
of closlng the door through the southern Caribbean to the Panama
Canal (& door which now swings ajar) and (2) a base from which AN
American fleet could sffectively bar acress to South America to
hostile Buropean powsra,

To recapitulate briefly: full exploitation of the
Gulenas would (1) give work te great numbera of our people;



(2) provide n wide new rield for the profitable investment of 1dle
funds; (3) solve our relief problem at least in part in so far as
it affects employables; (4) facilitate the dafenss of the westsrn
hemiaphers,

These factors are of vital concern to America.

A nonpartisan citizens' committes should be formed to
work out & program for the aoquisition and development of the
Gulanas by the United States, and to push that program through to
a succasaful conclusion. This 13 a program in which all Americs
could sooperate wholsheartedly ainoe it would be of benefit to the
entire nation.

Will you help me to get the ball rolling? I am work-
ing on a new book and have neilther the time nor the means to gat
out and orgmiaa such a committes by myself -- though mora than
willing, of course, to do my share., I fael surs that if you get
behind this thing and give 1t an Initial push, it will soon travel
along on i1ts own momentum. Publieity 1s, of eourse, the grenteat
need at the moment and s person in your poalition could glve it
that easily,

Can you see your way clear to sarve on such A committen?
Ferhaps ns a aponsor if not as an sctive membaer?

Sincarely,
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MEMORANDUM TO PRESIDENT FROM SUMNER WELLES:

Transmits eony of a confidential despatch
from Embassy in Caracas dated April 27, 1940,
Subjeoti1-Possible threats to the islands of Cureces and Aruba

SesrNeotherlands folder-Drawer 4-1040

b
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Sear Lincolms

Tiank yeu for your letter of larch 2¢

lum estizate of Lle situation in
gr-... As you know, T az always glad to
have your comments mnd I hope tiat as
! warrants you wiil coatinue to

ocenslio
sand then to me In personal lettepe.
Yery sinceraly yours,
L-U)i-vi"l" = -} L { . ~
The loncrahle

%ﬁ-éu:—- 5 Ekainabe. Y1240

f"- CoAlbok edivietn —



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 18, 1840,
MEMORANDUM FOR

CAPTAIN CALLAGHAN

Will you speak to me
about thise?

F. D. R.

Letter to the President from
Under Secretary Welles in re Admiral
Courtney's pro-Cerman attitude. He

ig in command our our special squadron
now based at Lisbon.



May 17, 1040

My dear Mr, President;

Ambassador Weddell dropped in to ses me this morn-
ing. He has Just returned on leave from Madrid and, on
agoount of the eritical situation, is planning to fly
back within the next ten days,

He told me that Bertie Pell and the Oounselor of
our Legation in Lisbon both spoke to him of the embar-
Tassment the American Legation was caused by the openly
pro-German attitude taken by Admiral Courtney in ocommana
of our speoclal squadron now based at Lisbon. Mr, Weddell
told me that he himself had known Admiral Oourtney when
the Ambassador was Consul General in Athens and at that
time -- twenty-five years Ag0 =— Admiral Courtney was no-
torious for his pro-German inelinations, The Ambassador
%ald that he had oonsequently takem the trouble of talk-
ing with Admiral Courtney when he stopped at Lisbon ten
days ago and that from indiocations given to him in his
oonversation with Admiral Courtney, he believed that the

The President,
The White House.
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complaints made by Bertie Pell and the Legation staff were

thoroughly Justified,

This information seems to me of sufficient importance
to warrant its being submitted to you in the event that you
oonsider it Justifies the replacement of Admiral Courtney
by some other officer,

Believe me
Faithfully yours,

sumﬂr folicl



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 1, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR. FORSTER

Action has been completed on the matter
outlined in the attached letter, I havs made
an oral report to the President, and this

latter may now be filed,

/ T. CALLAGHAN,
ptain, U. 8. Havy,
Navael Adde to the President.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 18, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN CALLAGHAN

Will you speak to me
about this?

F. D. R,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 17, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

Ambacsador Weddell dropned in to see me this morn-
ing. He has Just returned on leave from Madrid and, on
account of the critical situation, 1s nlanning to fly
back within the next ten days,

He told me that Bertie Pell and the Counselor of
our Legation in Lisbon both snoke to him of the embar-
rassment the American Legation was caused by the openly
pro-German attitude taken by Admiral Courtney in command
of our speclal squadron now based at Lisbon. Mr, Weddell
told me that he himself had known Admiral Courtney when
the Ambsseador was Consul General in Athens snd at that
time -- twenty-five years ago =-- Admirsl Courtney was no-
torious for his pro-German inclinations, The Ambassador
8ald that he had consequently taken the trouble of talk-
ing with Admirsl Courtney when he stooned at Lisbon ten
days ago and that from indicatione given to him in his
conversation with Admirsl Courtney, he believed that the

The President,
The White House,
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complaints made by Bertie Pell and the Legation gtaff were

thoroughly Justified,
This information seems to me of sufficient lmportance

to warrant its being submitted to you in the event that you
coneider it justifies the replacement of Admiral Courtney
by some other officer,

Believe me
ail thfully yours,

¢ o \\EL ~




Letter from Sumner Welles of May 20, 1940

to the Fresident re attached telegram from
Bullitt of same date re 25 old FM obasoclete
planes which France would like to buy ete.
President's memo to Welles of May 22, 1940

atfached,
See:Bullitt folder-Drawer 4-1940



_ May 20, 1940

My dear Mr, President)

In response to your request of May 16, I am
transmitting herewith a draft of a reply teo Ambassador
Weddell's letter to you of April 18, 1940, The letter
from Mr, Weddell, together with its enclosure, 1s
returned herewith,

Falthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

Enclosures!

1., From Ambaggador
Weddell, dated
April 18, 1940,
with enclosure,

2, Draft of reply.

The President,
The White House,

-
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May 20, 1840

Ky dear Mr., President:

I ettach a draft letter to Mr. David Gray,
American NMinister at Dublin, which You may wish to
send in response to hie letter dated April 30, 1940
in regard to the Legation residence at Dublin. An
offielal instruection ie going forward to Mr. Gray at
an early date. The instruction will be in Ereater
detall than the proposed letter to-Mr. Gray.

Faithfully yours,

Sumper wellew

Under Seeretary

Enclosures:
1. Draft letter te
Minieter Gray.

2. c:g: of deepateh

The President,
The White House.
- L A Qpret 30 Jp ¢ e e s
i — '/ { F ,hff 'y 'rf' -lrh-:‘ A d i - .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 30, 1840,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

The enclosed dispatch worries
me. Ie there some way in which the
Minietery of Uruguay in Washington
and Mr. Wilson in Montevideo can
get word to the Uruguayan Govern—
ment that the United States is
concerned and that it would be a
pity for Pan American solidarity
if reports of this kind were to
get into the public prees, whether
they are true or not?

r- Dl n.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOM

_May 20, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

With reference to your memorandum of May 20 concern-
ing Nazi activitiese in Uruguay, the Uruguayan Government
authorities, the day followlng the receilpt of this tele-
gram from Minister Wilson, took stepe to investigate
Nazi activities in Montevideo, and 1t 1e my understanding
that several alien propagandliets are being tried.

I am, however, talking to the Uruguayan Minister here
with regard to the report and I am asking Mr, Wilson to
do the same thing in Montevideo, since I think that this
indication of interest on our part would probably be
useful and stimulate effective acotion by the Uruguayan
Government.

Believe me

Enclosure;
No, 68, May 15,
from Montevideo.

The President,
The White House,



ﬂt Hontevideo
is telegrom rmust DE

oclosely parophraoed before Dated Hay 15, 1940
being communicoted to anyone.
(c) Rec'd 10:35 nam.

Segcretary of Stote
Washington

aa; Moy 15, 10 cem.

—SERTHEM R Ll FOR THE SECRETARY AND UNDER
SECRETARY.

Since my return from Brazil ten daoys ago I have
noted an increase in Noszi cotivities here. In the foce
of this there 18 indifference and apathy on the part
of govermment of ficiols ond in certeln cnses something
worse. While there is no immedinte donger the sltuation
has serlous possiblilitiea,

Report by moll followa,

WILaow



May 20, 1940

Ny dear Mp, President:
ﬂthnfmhrurl-nrud-ufmmum
ing Nari anetivities in Uruguay, the Urugusysn Government
authorities, the day following the receipt of this tele-
gram from Minister Wilson, took steps to investigate
Nazl motivities in Montevideo, and it ie mny understanding
that several alien propagandiste are being tried,
I am, however, talking to the Uruguayan Minister here

umnpuumrmﬂmz-mmh-. Wileon to
do the same thing in Montevideo, since I think that this

indiention of interest om our part would probably be
useful and stimulste effective motion by the Urugueyan
Government .,
Believe ne
Falthfully yours,

Sumner Welles

No, 88 18
A R XY

The President,
The White House,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE yf
WASHINGTON <

May 24, 1940

My dear Mr., President:

After my conversation with him regarding the reports
of Nazl sctivities in Uruguay, the Minister of Uruguay
cabled his government and has today communicated to me
the contente of a message he has received from Montevideo.
The Minlster telles me that his Forelgn Minister informs
him that the Uruguayan Congress has appointed a committee
which le now investigating subversive activities in
Uruguay end that as a result of the investigetion, a law
will probably be enacted prohibiting in stringent terms
any actlvitles of the charascter mentioned. The Minister
wae further informed that his government is not aware of
any immediate denger as a result of these activities.

I shall continue to be in touch with the Minister
regarding developments,

Believe me

Failshfully yo
¥ fm\

The President,
The White House.



May 22, 1940

My dear Mr, President:

1 am submitting for your consideration, end for
your signature should you approve, = letter addressed to
Dr, Frank B, Jewett, Fresident of the Fational Academy of
Solenges.

I have discussed the subject matter with Oeneral
Marshsll snd he has today written me to say thet he is
in full egreement and bellieves thet the work whieh it
ie sugyested be undertsken by the Nationsl Acedemy of
Selenoes would be of very great value.

Pelieve e

Falthfully youre,

Sumner Wellea

Encleosure!
To Ur., Frank B, Jewett,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 23, 1940

Dear Mr, President:

With reference to Your requeet for a complete file
of officiel despatches recelved at the Department of State
from Europe in the period April 9 - May 22, 1940 whieh
contain evidence of the bombing from the aip by German
forcee of eivilian populatione or refugees, I enclecee &n

itemized memorandum which I believe containe the information

You desire.
Fait 1ly youre,

Eneclosure:
Memorandum

The President,
The White House,
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The President
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Usle'e 55, April 8, 6 p.m., reports bombing of homes
in the Norweglan capltal.

Celo's 87, April 11, 9 p.m. gives Naval Attache's
report on the bombing and mashine-gunning at Frederickstadt
and egtates no resistance poselble or given to this
lneredible bombing.

Stockholm's 230, Aprill2, & p.m., glves Mrs. Harriman's
eyewltness account of the bombing at Elverum

Btockholm'e 278, April 15, 10 a.m., gives Mre. Harriman's
opinien that German bombing and machine-gunning at Elverum
and Nybersgund had no military cbjective.

Stockholm's 264, April 15, guotes King Heakon to the
effect that Germanes hed bombed civilian population causing
terrible suffering to women and children,

SBtockholm's 388, April 23, reports machine-gunning of
two emall fishing vessels,



N and B

Communications between our mieeione at The Hague and
Brussels were severed so soon after the German invasion that
few reporte have been received from those capitals.

The Consul General at Antwerp reported on May 10 that
the Ford Motor Plant at Antwerp was bombarded that day and
4 Belglan employeee were wounded,

Ambageador Bullittin hie 601, May 10, 9 a.m. reported
a telephone conversation with Ambaseador Cudahy in Brusseles
to the effeot that without any warning a large fleet of
German bombers bombed Brussele at 5:15 that morning. One
of the bombe dropped 300 feet from the American Embassy
which 1e in the residential gquarter of the clity.

Ambassador Bullitt in his 623, May 10, 8 p.m., reported
& telephone conversation with Ambassador Cudahy to the effect
that the CGermans during the day had dropped many incendiary
bombe.

The Hague'e 164, May 10, noon, reports bombing of the
Duteh capital.

Ambaseador Cudahy reported in hie 108, May 11, noon,
that the Germane were bombarding Bruseele from the air.



Erance

Ambassador Bullitt reported in hie 600, May 10, B a,.m.,
that the Germane had dropped bombe on various open towns in
France, notably Laon and Villers-Cotterets.

Ambassador Bullitt in hie 602, May 10, 10 &.m., reported
that the Germane had bombed the open towns of Colmar, Naney,
Vitry-le-Francols, Dunkirk, Calaie and Lille. Civilians in
all these placee were killed and wounded.

Ambaesador Bullitt's 604, May 10, 11 a.m., stated on
the authority of M. Rochat that the Germans had bombed
entirely civilien querters in Nancy, killing 16 civilians
and wounding 30.

The Ambaseador reported from Paris in his 6085, May 10,
11 a.m., word from Coneul Carter at Calale that the Germans
had bombed that town, killing 10 people with an unknown
number of wounded,

The Ambassador's 622, May 10, 7 p.m., reported the
investigation of the Agslstant Naval Attaché for Air and
the Assietant Military Attaché for Air into the bombing
at Mery. Bombs fell on the cutskirte of the town
demolishing a two-story stone house and damaging others,
killing and wounding several people. The rald was made
in daylight in good vieibility conditions.

Ambassador Bullitt's 624, May 10, 10 p.m. reported a
further 1list of open towns which had been bombed.

May 12.



Ambassador Bullitt's 635, May 12, 11 a.m., reported
that 147 eiviliane, among them many women and children,
had been killed in German air raids.

Ambageador Bullitt in his 857, May 14, 7 p.m., reported
eyewitness accountes of German bombinge in Belgium and
Luxemburg. He sald: "Neither men, nor women, nor ehildren
are being spared. The talees of horror pags all belief."

Ambassador Bullitt's 677, May 15, 3 p.m., reported an
investigation by the Military and Naval Attachés for Air
into bombinge at Toul, Nancy and Morhange. Thie report
glves detalle of the bombings of the military hospitale
at Toul,

Ambassador Bullitt's 747, May 18, 7 p.m., deseribed
the viclousnese of the German attack in which every 11f1ng
thing in the fighting area is coneildered legitimate prey
of the Germans. Pathetic refugees are considered good game
by German machine-gunners and pilots.

Ambagsador Bullitt's 761, May 20, noon, reported
bombing of LeHavre,

The Ambassador'e 775, May 20, 6 p.m., gives further
detaile of the bombing at Le Havre, ineluding the sinking
of a ferry-boat with a loes of 13 lives.

The Ambassador'e 778, May 20, quotee Viece Prime Minister
Ghnuteuqn regarding the machine-gunning of women and child
refugeee,

The Ambassador's 772, May 20, 6 p.m., reporte the

bombing and machine-gunning of columns of refugeea. He

gives



glves the eyewitnese account of Hadame Morfet of the
machline-gunning of a group of children who were leaving
Soiseone. He quotes an Americesn, Mr. Barton Hall, regarding

the bombing of Compiegne, including hoepitals and trains,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 24, 1940

———

My dear Mr. President:

In complance with the request contalned
in your memorandum of May 24, I am enclosing
a suggested reply for you to send to Claude
Bowerse in response to his letter to you of
Moy 14,

Eelleve me

Falthfully yo

\ L

Enclosures:

To Mr, Bowers.
From Mr, Bowers,
May 14, 1940,

The President,
The White House,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

vy
Mey 24, 1840 I

My dear Mr, President;

I believe you will be interested in a
personal letter I heve received today from
Horman Armour in Buenos Alres of which I

am tranamitting a ocopy.

Enclosure;
From Norman Armour,
May 17, 194p.

The Fresident,
The White House,

g

M
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EMBASSY CF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Buenos Aires, May 17, 1940

Dear Sumner:

I have sent off my reply to your telegram received
thies mornlng to the effect that we cannot agree to give
approval to the Apgentine Government's proposed change
in the Uruguayan draft note, even though not to be used.

Centilo accepted it with pretty good grace, He was
inelined to bluster a blt at first but then calmed down
and assured me he realized that unity was the great thing,
particularly at this time, and that what he and the
President especislly desired was to keep step with us,

He wished at times we could make this a little easler,
He realized, however, that we had our difficulties,
elthough he thought perhavs we did not always appreciate
theirs to the full, He showed me a poster they had Jjust
conflecated, several thousand of which had been printed,
demanding in big red letters the reelpnation of Cantilo
because of his alleged attempt to bring Argentina into
the war through his stand on non-belligerency. The poster
called on all Argentines to stand firm for neutrality
and for keeping out of war, This wae, Cantilo said, of
course Nazi-inspired,

I have no doubt that what he had in mind was that
had we been able to support thelr propoeal in principle--
that 18, a strengthening of the “ruguayan text--thie
would have helped the Government here, particularly
Dr. Ortiz end himself, in a somewhat di1fficult situation
they are facing in the pro-Nazl group which aprears to
be making some galns due to the very effective German
propaganda directed by the German Embassy end the un-
limited funde the latter seem to have at thelr disposal
avparently through levies on German firms and members of
the German community.

Dr., Ortiz,is, I think, becoming really worrlied both
by the internal situation as well as what would be in
store for them in the event of a German victory in Europe,
I see this reflected in Cantilo who in his calmer moments
geeems at last convinced of the necessity of cooperating
more closely with us,

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D, C,
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In this connection he asked me particularly to give
you a message, He 8ald that he feels th=t many in the
United States do not understand Argentina and incorrectly
interpret thelr attitude as unfriendly to the United
States, He admitted that in the paet, at any rate, there
may have been justification for this feeling. He feels
sure that you do understand them and appreciate thelr dif-
ficulties, He also feels, however, that you may still have
in mind the Saavedra Lamas days but hopes you will realize
that those daye are now gone, not to return, He was in
Rome, far from the scene of action, when Smavedra Lamas
took his etand on our proposed lease of destroyers to
Brazil, a position which he quite understood must have
irritated you--Justly--beyond measure. All he asks now is
to cooperate with us: toc keep in step with us: and If the
worst comes to the woret and we are forced into the war,
he wants his country to be shoulder to shoulder with us.
To be sure, thelr assistance from a material point of
view would perhaps not prove very effective, but he does
feel the moral effect at any rate might be worth quite a
little. There was more along these lines but this is the
glat of what he had to say. Cantilo, as you know, 18 a
difficult man to fathom., He 1s not overly intelllgent,
inclined to be superficlal and very much swayed by his
feellngs at the moment., In fact he 18 so changeable and
moody that at times I am almost at a loss as to how to
keep our reports to you at sll clear and reasonably con-
sletent. But today at least I really received the impres-
slon, whatever the motives prompting him, that the man
felt deeply what he was eaying.

May I suggest, if not too much trouble to you, that //
you might wrlite him a personal line, saying that you have
recelved this message from me of his desire to work closely / |
wlth us and to keep Argentina in step with our Government /
‘on the larger questions in which we are all so vitally
interested. I know this would be greatly epprecisted and

I feel sure 1t would have a good effect.

Incidentally, as evidence of one of the smaller points
of difficulty, he mentioned earlier in his conversation
this morning our Government's selling subsidized wheat and
corn abroad, making it increasingly difficult for Argentina
to dlspose of 1ts large surplus crops, particularly corn.

I do not know whether there ie anything that you can do,
perhaps through Wallace, or whether this is a matter which
has come to your attention through Espil. But could any-
thing be done or perhaps some explanation be gilven as to
the necessity leading to our action in this respect, I

think this might have a good effect.
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I hope I have not bothered you too much during these
last days by my telephone calls. I know how frightfully
busy and anxiocus you must be with the grim evente in
Europe apparently becoming worse and worse and hope you
wlll forgive these interruptions.

With all good wishes,
Always sincerely yours,

NORMAN ARMOUR



May 24, 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. SUMNER WELLEB

Do you think 1t would be all right
to send the following meseages via Berlin --
even 1f the Germans do read them?
1. To John Cudahy, Brussels

You and yours are much in my thoughts
and I am proud of you.

2. To Oordon, the Hague -- same message

d. How about a pereonal message to
Dalsy Harriman -- same message.

All to be slgned Franklin D. Roosevelt.

F. D. R. .
fdr/gmb

e, o e e
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE Cli W t f: {

HINGT
WASHINGTON |r‘f

May 24, 1940 I

My dear Mr, President:

I heartlly apcrove the suggeation con-
tained in your memorandum of May 24 and I
have, consequently, eent by teélegram today
the personel messrges you desired addressed
to Cudahy, Gordon, and Dalsy Harriman.

Ealleve me
althfully ruuz-l/'\_
A
|\

The President,
The White Eouse,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE /1
WASHINGTON E y i

May 25, 1940 ir?b

Hy dear My. Freeldent:

With further reference to Nazl sotivities in Uruguay
you may be interested in an editorial which eppenred on
April 18 in the newspaper La Linea Sigfrido, a German
Nazi paper published in Montevideso by Nasi propagandlists.

During the past few days, Uruguayan publie opinlon
has turned very strongly against lazl potivities of this
kind and the Government has already teken strong meas-
ures to suppress the more dangerous forme of German
activity.

Balieve me

Faixhfully yours,

|

Enclosure!
Qopy of editorisl.

The President,
The White House,



TRANSLATION: LA LINEA SIGFRIDO, April 18, 1640

WELLES THE RUFFIAN

Bumner Wslles, the ruffian, wae sent by Roosevelt,
the Jew, to Europe to interview the chiefs of state of
the natinnl involved direotly or indirectly in this great
confliot.

The whole world, except La Linea Sigfrido, thought
that the gentleman oroock (caballero de industria) Sumner
Wellee was golng to Europe inspired in the most sacred
principles of humanity.

Welles promised, before Ood and before History, to
take with him to his greve the secrets of his intervliews
with Hitler, with Museclini, with the armament manufac-
turer Churchill, with the has-been Daledler and also
with the Holy Father Pius XI,

It appeared, or at least he pave the lmpresslon be-
for the newspapermen who bombarded him with questlons,
that h1ie 1lips would not utter a word of what had been
confided to him by the Eurcpean chiefs of state.

It goes without eaylng that nelther Hitler nor Mus-
solini (here the expression "Mira que nenes" - EPnniuh
plural equivalent of the ejaculstlon "What a man ) sald
anything to him that would be useful to England or France,

In the midst of his interview with Hitler he had to
ask for permlssion to leave the rcom for a few minutes:
Hitler's gaze, which 18 quite different from that of
HRoosevelt's, made the same effect on him ms that of Pag-
1iano (a strong purgative imported from Italy by Don
Vicente Costa) and when he called on Mussolini the
letter offered him a glass of Chiantl and Grigmolino
wines which intoxicated the envoy of Jacolbo (sic)
Roosevelt,

Thie is how 1t happened that, in hie unawareness, he
gald that England and Fpance had already prepared the map
of the new Europe as 1t would appear when this war ended,

This farce of Roosevelt's, like all farces of democ-
racy, will end in a gigantic oatastrophe.

The Earth will be blown to bits and we will mo forth
to form peart of those other worlds which inhablt space,

There are eighteen million bayonets in Germany and
ten million bayonets in Italy.

The gigantic aerial fleet of Goering (30,000 air
dreadnoughts) 1e now ready: it only awaite the signal

to start.

The long distance cannons (1,000 kilometers) are
already set in verious places of ﬂarmsnr.



The Itmlian aeriasl fleet has in resdiness its
"presente® for all the Epglish strategleal polnte in
the Mediterranean.

And giving life to ell this gilgantic materianl are
the spirits of those two farseeing geniuses, those two
supsrmen nemed Hitler and Myssolini,

There was a terrifying calm in Europe, MNew the
gyoclone has broken out,

This is the result of the "peace mission® which
wae undertaken in Europe by the man who had hie photo-
graph taken with Capitalist Reynaud, the background for
such important perscnalitles being the map of the New

re.

Unfortunate fruite of capitaliem!
They will soon know what is what!
Demoorats |

This is the most fitting insult...



May 28, 1040

My dear WMr, Prosident;

In ccupliance with the requeet contalned in your
acacrandum of May 24, I have checked up on the somplaint
made by John Cudahy in hle lettar %o you of May 3, I
find that hla telegram of April 18 - Ho, &7 - ras dia-
trivuted only to the 3ceretary of 4tate and mysaelf in
ad@tlon to you., No other ofMelal of the Departuent of
State had acoese %o 1t,

The newspaper revort which dlsturbed John Cudahy
*68 & atory to the affeot that the Xing of the Belgians
had advised you thet the invasion o’ felpium was i1aminent.
At that sime, you will remember, the newgpaperg ware
filled evary day or so vith stories reporting that the
Low Countries were nbout to be invaded, and it 1a not
unnatural to suppose that the faet that the presa knew
that the King had recelived the American Aabassador would
bs 1linked with the then rumored invasion of Belgtum,

As T t0ld you the o*her day, we are having the most
rigorous check-up mnde in the Department, and T will keep

The President,
The White h.-
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you inforaed 1 we run scrose anything that s flaquiet-
ing.
Bellave me

Falthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES



Letter to President from Welles=May 28, 1940

Re:Frank B, Jewett and conference he had with
him--has arranged interview for Jewett with
General Marshsll to discuss plens the President
would like carried out by the National Academy
of Soiencea.

See:Frank B, Jewett-Gen corres-Drawer 2=1840




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 38, 1840,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

In the matter of clippers
stopping occarionally at Bermde
on voyages from Furope, the
theory sesmes to be that 1f the
voyage on which the stop is made
is not known, securities will
Et be sent here for Oerman

acocounts.

r- n- Hi



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 24, 1940

My dear Mr., President:

Juan Trippe came in to see me this morning and
referred to the question of the Pan American Clippers
gtopping at Eermuda going to and coming from Eurove.

I understood him to say that he had discussed this mat-
ter with you and that you had indicated that a start
might be made by having them stop at Bermuda every third
or fourth voyage, the company to allege, at least at

the beginning, that the Clippera were dolng so because
of weathar conditlons.

Mr. Trippe sald that in a conversation which he
had had last night with Lord Lothian, the latter had
stated that the British authorities belleved that ne-
gotiable American securities which the Germans had
picked up in the Netherlande and in Belgium were being
sent back to this country for sale here through mall
sent on the Clippers and that if thie were not in some
way stooped, the Germans would be able to obtaln very
conslderable oredite in the Unlted Btates.

The President,
The White House,



-2

I fully appreciate the diffioulties involved, but
1t would seem to me clear tiat if the reports mentioned
by Lord Lothian are Acourate, a search by Eritish authori-
ties of the mails on the Clippers coming froem Europe only
every third or fourth trip would not interfers very ma-
terlally with the efforts of the Germans to market gelzed
seocurities in the United Statea,

I ehall be grateful 1f you will let me have your
viewa with regard to thig questlon since I am not cer-
taln whether Mr, Trippe guoted ¥ou correctly.

Believe me

FRatht¥lly youra, |~




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128

