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Letter to General Watson from Welles - - - January 6, 1940 . 

Enc l osing despatch No 539 of Nov 28, 1939 from Ambassador 

Davi es in Brusaele.who reports oonveraationabe had with 

wtPr ime Minister Peir1ot and Forei gn Minister Spaak. 

See: Be1gium folder - Drawer 1- 1939 



Copy 

January 10, 1940. 

My dee.r General Watson\ 

I am enclosing a copy of Ambassador Biddle's 

strictly confidential despatch No 5 of November 29, 1939 which 

was marked for the President, 

In this deep a teh the dis continuance of the proteeti on 

of Polish interests in Germany by the Swedish Legation at Berlin is 

reported, 

Enolosure• 

From Angers , No 5, 
November 29, 1959 

Sincerely yours, 

Sumner Wells 

For despatch-- See Poland folder- Drawer 4-l9S9 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAaH I NCiTON 

January 10 , 1940 

llli:WORANDUW FOR 

THE PRES! Dii:NT 

tou aa 1d you wanted t o 

talk w1t h Sumner Welles about 

th1a at lunch today . 

G. 



•. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

J anuary 12, 1940 

My dear Ur. President: 

I mentioned at lunch today t hnt I had given the 

Secretary of State a memor andUD a f ew days a~o f or his 

cons i derati on but, ae he ea1d when we were with you, 

he has been so swamped recently with hi e \Vaya and Means 

Commi t tee hearings that he hne not had a chance to go 

into it or to talk over the probl ems involved •vi t h you. 

I am sending you a oopy of this memorandum, think­

ing that you may hnve time to gi ve it s ome t hought be­

f ore I have the opportunity or seeing you at lunch on 

!don d ay . 

Believe me 

lly yours , 

Encloaure: 
Memorandum . 

The PreAident, 

The \Vh1te Hou11e, 



Organi~at ion of Neutrals 

The President would inquire of t he f ollowing ~overn­
ments whether they believe i t desirable and in the hi ghes t 
i nt er es t of the neut ral powers, to undertake conversat ions 
between them, with the vi ew to d etermining the best means 
or s t rengthening moral and economi c oooperati~n between 
them ~ur1ng the duration of the war, and ~ith the vie• to 
deter mining what the Judgme nt of the neutral a tatee mi ght 
be a s to t he most errect1ve means , upon the conclusion of 
the war, ot securing a s t abl e worl d order based upon inter­
nat ional law and a sound internati onal economi c system. 

This inquiry would b e addreAsed to the following 
governm~nts : Artentina, Bol ivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa R1oa , Cuba, Domini can Republic, Ecuador, £1 Salvador , 
Guatemala, Hai ti, Honduras, llexico , Nioerap:ue , Panama, 
ParB8\.18J', Peru, UruguiiJ', Vene~uela, &elgium, the Nether ­
lands , Denmark , Nor way, Sweden, Finland, Sw1t~erland, 

HUngary, Rumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgari a , Greece, Turkey, 
I taly, Egypt , Ire.n, I raq, Spein, Port ugal , and Thailand 
(Slam) . 

In the event that the replies rece i ved by t h e P res i ­
dent were favorable, or preponderantly favorable, the 
President would SUbgest, i n further oommun1oat1ons a d­
dressed to these governm~nte , that the following 
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governments des i gnate representative a to meet in Waah-
1n~ton with r epresentatives of the UnitPd Stet~s to study 
and to formulate reco~endations to ~11 or t he neutral 
powers listed covering the sub jects menti oned in his 
original communicat i on : 

The American R~nublice woul d be rPquDsted to elect 

f i ve representatives of the twenty- one American Republics . 
The s ix Oslo powers would be renuested to select two 
representatives to repre~ent the Oslo ~oup. The Govern­
ments of Turkey, Iran, and Iraq would be requested to 
sel ect one representative in representcti on of t hat group 
(it might be des irable t o suggest t hat Afghanistan be in­
cluded in thi s gr oun so t hnt i t mi ght l i kewi s e be renre­
sented). All or the other powers mentioned in the above 

l i s t would be requested to des i gnate one reoresentative 
each. 

It would be understood that before any actual meet­

ing in Wnsh1ng ton took pla ce, a ll of t he governments men­
t i oned would have agreed upon concise and detailPd a~en~a 
and would have bPen a•for ded an opportunity, through 

di plomatic channels, of reochin~ an n ~ree~ent as to the 
gener al lin~e of the recommendation~ to be formulated. 



/ . 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JaftlaJT 12, liUO. 

MEllO Mlfi)UII toll 

m& UNilCR s&ORftA!Il Of' IJ!Aft 

2'be up1anat1on 11 1ba' 
~re •• a n ... paper eto17 
P\lbl1ebed, c1a'" t'Jooa aersen on 
JanaarJ eeoon4, Ula' 1;ba Olft 
Of' n.Ift •u apeo'" ~ .,.._ 
ber a4Yen'-• ton'lh' ... to­
-IKIW.• Ao'-117, or -••1 
abe 414 no' ..U 1111Ul. MYeN.J. 

4a1• 1a'er, and "" U abe ha4 
..Ued t·ret•'-17 Ula' woal4 
baYa been no jlleUtlaaUoa 
tor 1;be l'ate Depar'-' to 
(lYe "' 1;be -1'4 wblob • re­
oe1Yed troa our repreeen'-'1"• 
1A • ......,. 

!be po1A' or 1;be • ner 
1e 1;ble1 !be (1Ylnr o'd tilt 
$b1e 1ntoraUon 'Ill tbe law 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WMHINOTOH 

IMparhen\ aistl\ eaeUT oaue Ul.e 
4a\b. ot aJ\7 pereone Oft 111e Olft 
or I'LINt and the e1nklng ot the 
llh1p Ueelt - 1t t:he o.r.ne 
4eo14e \o re\allate. 

It we 414 no\ 11ft lm48P 
woh an eaq-go1118 peF nt, 
\be D1•h1on ar cw 1 en\ ~ 
t ol"W.Uon wo"lllcl be bald Neponelble 
t or 11118 pbbl1o1" b7 r "7 
41ea1eeal ot 1he peNon ar pereona 
Neponelbl e. Pleate tell VIe 
D1•1t1on ot Carl"en\ Iilto .... \lon 
ella\ the •'-at oaJ"e •-' be 
slY•n 1n \be 1'11\111"8 to 1A­
t01"•Uon g1....n to \he preee 
wb1ab alP\ be ... 4 b7 11M 
belllpr.t\8 1D WU' OS"r&Uone, 
and tu.t 1t nob a V\lng bappent 
1D lbe tut-, \be p&1"80fte 
Nepont1ble wUl be 41.-J. .. ecl. 

r . D. R. 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY Of' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

January 10, 1940 

My dear Mr. President: 

With reference to our conversati on of this morning 
concerning the newspaper s t ories regarding the departure 
of the City of Flint and the informati on which the 
Department of State had given to the press last night 
with regard thereto, I am enclosing herewith an item 
~;hich appeared in the Hew York Times of January 3 con­
tn1ning an A.P. story from Bergen announcing the ex­
pected departure of the Oity of Flint from that port. 

I have made it cl ear to the Division of Current 
Information t hat no further st~tement 1s to be given 
out by the Dep~~rtment regarding tho voyage of the 
shlp . 

Believe me 

Enclosure : 
Clipping from New York Time , 

January 3 , 1 40. 

The President, 

The White House . 
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New York Times 

I CITY OF FLINT TO SAIL 
l'roighter, ,,.... l'rom o.,..,....., 

to Loavo Norway With Oro 

JJEROD, Norwu. Jaa. I UPt­
Tiuo llofo.l ...... , .... b ... Cit)> " 
rllat Ia txpee:Wd to ruuJM her ..._ 
••otur• toalabt or toatOrrow, ..... 
ebe IM'tU lbe Ko,....... port of 
HaniJt for the Uolted ltat.te. 

The AI:Dertca.a. crew that wu 
aboard durin• ber waftdtrln .. to 
Northent waten iD Oetokt wut .,_ 
lA cbarp. IYM Ia IO&CIM wtth lroa .... 
-.. .......... 811\IQ ..... 

from U.. UDJt.d atatee la OctoM•. u.. ctq o1 rust ..., • ._. .., tiM 
0....... - Doutochlo.o4 ..... wu au... to Ku..r-..uk, ftu.ta. 
.,. • OenDul ,..... ........ Lltu .. 
route to~. 1M a,, ot rstot 
put Ia at a..uo-a•. No...,., """ o. Genaaa priM crew wu fa.. ........ -----
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Pollowing troaa Pri1110 M1n1etar. 

Yau aa7 eertdnl7 tete t.be euUeet. 

opport\lDlty ot tn.torainc the Prealdenc. that t e::a 

.oet. intereeted in hie propoeal an4 e ppr ectate 

tull7 the m.oUvea that have 1nep1Nd 1t. 

e. Th& into~tlon which the Prealdent 

~e r eceived trom Germany corre epond a with what 

h aa been reac hing Hie Najoety'1 Government. , but ln 

ftMtlmat.tn& the value ot t hll informat i on the 

Pr eetdent. h&e no doubt obeorved tha t. no announceQent. 

b y eny leading Allied 1tate~n would juatity the 

bel1et in oercant thet Allied Oovern=enta 1nton4 

upon .,1etory t o pertt t ton Gf'rt::laf\1 . tr Oer:un 

people do believe thla it 11 beceu .. the Oenaan 

Ooverm:ent b7 ceana ot their propeaen4.a ue torcing 

t h11 beUet \l"POD thee in the hope that b7 thle aeana 

they ca7 counte ract 1n7 cra.,tna t or peace amona the 

Oenaan people and aay be better able to reconcile 

them to t'urt her herdahipa and aaorU'ice1 . 

a. Ae to the 1nev1tabJl1ty ot a tremendous 

ottenat vo 1n t he eprlna t.b1e too hae tor eocoe t.1me 

peat been put about by OerQIJ\ propaaenda &I part of 

the war or ne~o• on which they ere •na•&•d. I t 

muat be real11ed that thl1 war ot nervea 11 directed 

not onl7 aga!nat \he belllaerenta but alao aaatnat. 

~b• neutrals. B7 koeplna the nou\rala on ~onterhooko . 

e apee1all7/ 
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• •;ecta l17 tho .. neutrele tn cloee prox~t7 to 

OenaanJ, the Gerwtn Oo.,...,._nt bo.,e to create 

Mona c.h• Uw ~eneral teer lee\. e continuance ot 

the war • 111 ••entu.lly involve l.hea tn hoatllltlea 

either 41rec~l7 or 1n41rectly. ~· do not therefore 

reel that thU k.1n4 ot propeaanda le neceaaaril7 

c ~noluetvo •• to Pt•c• betna •ore 41tttcul t or 
attainment later. I t la not unreaaoneble to auppoae 

that it 11 procteoly tho policy or tho German 

Oovor~nt to produce thle t~reaeion under the 

Mletokon idee that by thle means they can moblli:e 

world publtc op1n1on agalnet tho Alltoa who would be 

repreeented oe betna the eolo obeteole 1n the wdy ot 

poaco. 

•• r ~ arottt1ed to note thot the PreeJdont 

le convinced or naceealty that any peoce eet tl~ent 

muet tnolude "iUarenteoe thut there would be no 

renewal ot qareealon 4ur1~ ll\Y or our H re- tlmee" . 

"l'ho t. 11 really the kernel ot the d1tt 1cult.y en4 1t 

11 clear that \hi Preeldent apprec1atee the ~act. 

It. mta:ht not be 10 c.Uttlcul\ to 4eY1aa a aeulement 

that avparentl7 r1ahte4 the wro~a done 1n recent 

•ontha; • hole dltt te\ll\7 11 to rlnd acae aeana of" 

111\U'lfl& I\U'Ope that thh ~ not be followed 

1t0oner or l ater '07 1 ren..-ed auaek on the rights 

a nd 11berUea ot the Haker X\tt'Ope&.D Stetee. 

&. 

eould be attained eo lona •• O•~ r~tna 

oraaniaed on the pre .. nt linea and 11 under the 

dl r eet1on/ 
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41 root1on or her pr oaent 'rUht·e. To detAAnd •• tho 

con41 tion ot a poaeo that tho preeont OeNan r 6gime 

aholl bo ovor th~own o~ chlnQod ~1 h.vo one or other 

o r t wo ettocta. It might encoureao tho t'l tt'tllan people 

to throw orr W.tlor'a r l a lo e or it. ataht unit.o thea 

behind JU t.lor troc:~ rear that tho All lea ancl A.a".Criea 

are tr7ln&- to 41erupt Geraaft,J ao aa to 4eatroy her. 

Tho former alternative !a r.n4oro4 rather re.ote by 

tho tact or the complete arlp which Hitler, the , a.rty 

an4 tho par ty Q&chtno aeow to hove on a population 

that !e t redltlonall y and r~~arkably a.enable to 

d!ac lplino. the latter altornatlvo 11 to be reared 

booauue lt is the obv loue l l ne for tUtlor ' e propoganda 

IDOChlno to take and bec •uee we ahould have to 

anUc l pat. e that they would uao h akllt'ully a.nd to 

u •• full. 

6 . But to be qui to trank t horo woul4 be the 

ut..oat dltttcultl' tn p.erau.a4tna P4IOPl c or thla 

cou.nt.r7 and I belleYe ot Prance th.tt !!!l acUlement 

ta worth ala;nl.og w1 th Ht Uer or prf'eent r6a1.ae . 

7. fa ~va hitherto felt beet method or 

hendl1no thla 41trteulty ie to etete the conditione 

which while not eucb ee to 1nv1te re3ect1on by 

cone14erable el emente in Ocrmeny, ere yet euch ee 

Hitler would tlnd tt 1•~oee1~lo to eocopt , I lnter 

that t h11 11 not tar trom the Pree14ent'a thoua.ht, 

end three of the Preet4ent'l tour "tree40Qifl imply 

the dleappe&raneo or the preeent r6a1=- in Od~ 

• · lcb could neither allow nor aur•t•e "traedOIII or 

1ntor.=at1on, treed~ ot reltrton and treed~ tor 

trade . • 

8 , / 
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e. we ehould or couree t\tlly aubacrlbe to 

t.hoao but l should Uko t\lrthtr to IUO.\(e it plain 

that our Ljroup corrup~ oona14or t.hat any territorial 

or other aettl.e:aent would ba -q; to be col\dl uonal on 

Liroup corrup!7 p~o~1a1on1 wher.by these eon41 t 1ona 

were reasonably aaaured. 

9 . Aa to the Pree1dent'a propoaod procedure 

I abould reel eonatderable 41ff1dtnce ln .. king a~ 

·~aeatlona aa he alone can tno• What • 111 artor4 blm 

beat meena or obtatnlna data on • t.lob to rorm a 

Jud&ement . 

10. In any diacueaiona howo•or 1t would aurely 

bo dealrable that Polieh Oovernmont ahould be 

eeaocioted wi th thoae or Orett Britain and France. 

Invaalon of Pol and wae the lmmtdlata cauaa or the war; 

Poland la the ally ot Great Brlt eln and France in 

thla wari and all three oove~onta are pledged not 

to .. ka aeparate peece. Moroo~er 11 the Preeldent 

recoiPUiea, reetoraUon ot PoleM 11 1 pre r.qu1a1 tc 

ot •AT peace neaotlationa. J ••nt~re to hope therefore 

\~\ Wr. Suaner fellea • 111 while 1n !urope make a 

poi nt ot conaultin,g Polhh Oo~orn..aent now eetabllehed. 

in ?renee ee well •• other OoYtrnmente menti oned by 

the Preeident . 

11. The Preeldont doubUoaa h11 in mind 

problem erieing out of soviet eaareeeion on Y1nlen4 

and in view or the atrona tetlin; thereby eroueed 

throu;bout the world tn eupport perhepe mey coneldar 

whether 1~ would be deelreble to exten4 Wr . suaner 

Wellee' enqaLry 1n that dtrectlon. 

18. / 
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18. The an.noun.e.netn. or aiaaton ot Mr. "ellea 

will or oourae p~~ce a &enaa,tonal 1~reaeton 

throuaho~t the world more particularly tt lt -.Kea 

public fUll purpoao or this 1nit1attvo. 

13. It ma1 be tbat tho Pr atdont reola he 

cannot obtain dete that he requtr~ a tram h11 re,uler 

repraaontatlvea tn vertoua capt tal l . But auch a 

aonaattonal tnter~entton wtll ratae hopoe tn aome 

quart ra and etve rlae to diaeuaaton - cuch or tt 111-

1rtrormo4 - in nearly all and tr tho Pr•atdent ~er 

welghin; all conatdoretlona that I teol bound to 

submit to him teals rull dlacloeuro •o~l4 boat 

contribute to the enda ho haa in view , tt would eeem 

or ;rest 1m;ortaneo that ho ahould give clear 

1ndlcat1on tn announceoent or b1a own eonvtetton that 

t1rat eaaent1a4 purpose to be achieved 11 4urab111t1 

or any aettlMeot arrtved '"· 

14. 1 &&It trenkly adr.:d. ~ \0 a COo4 d.eal of' 

anx1et7 leat the etfect of tb1a mo•e however caretully 

preaenLed thould be to eauee euberraatment to the 

d.c.moerociea trom wbic:h Germant , ttill uneonvineed ot 

the t'elluJ•e ot polioy or torce, will ree;p advante&e. 

1&. There la no doubt ~reeter uni\J ln Prance 

an4 Knaland then there ta in Oe~n7 ~t there are 

alwa7a el ... nta In the c~t7 Which 4o not ahare 

general opln.lon, and what I tear la that ;ublle 

announcement ot the Preaident'a 1nltlet1•• will at 

once br1n; tbeae el.-onta lnto open and vocal 

prOIIIinenoe tn countrlee where 1'troe4om ot 1ntort:~at1on'' 

alrca4y/ 
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already odata. Slnce Oe1"1n1tn public end pt•eaa 

wlll r~atn dragooned and controlled there will 

ensue a telae e~pearence ot unit~ ln oe~any which 

will con~reet very untor~unately wi~h en apperen~ 

disunity 11\ de..Joc.rat1e countrlea. Peri od or weitif\i 

While ~. ~ellea collects hla 1ntormet1on will be a 

crttlcal one , an4 I am co~erned at the thought that 

1 t C'.a7 t.e u.aed b7 German W1 1\1 etry or Propaaanda to 

cphaa1ae di•laiona in ranka or their opponents, and 

thus alter the eltuat !.OD t o our 41eadYan\a{;e. 

16. I am moat anxtoua to avoid ;t•lna t he 

Preaident the improaa1on that I do not tully 

eppreclate the 1~ulao which haa lnapJred hlm to 

coureaeoua proposal . on the contrary you may aaeure 

him that I will certainly cooperate to the boat or 
my ablllty. BUt I earnoatly hope that he will 

conatder very aerloualy poee1ble ertecta o£ a public 

~~~ounce=ent of purp011 ot ~. fellee' ~eelon 

before t~~~ hecooee abeolutely neceaeary. 

17. I so 8\l.re that ha wlll not obJect to WI 

put~ln& my Ylewe on \hil eo•~ ~rtant ~tter to 

h~ with the laQe trankneet which he~~ dieplayed 

to Ole {and for • bleb I om 4eeply vrotet'Ul). 

18. You may lt yo~ •Lab tho• thi1 tcle&r~ru 

to the Preeident and leavo him • copy. 



I 
llolf UHDIIIt BfCAf'TA"'f 0' STATC 

WUHINOTOif 

1<7 4oar 1':. Pro014ont: 

F'~ F 
~G.\\os 

In accordance wtth your reQueat, I Am sending 

you l.trev1th a copy or t.be tlN)J)Oie4 me••AS• to tho 

neutral oountr1el . 

Boll.eve ~;e 

Snoloture. 

the Prea1den t, 

!he 'ifclte Ho\dle. 



/ 
More than five montne have pasaed since tno armies 

of the German Roioh invaded tho Republ ic or Poland, and 

Bince ahortly thereafter tho Governoonta or the United 

Kingdoc and of the Dominions comprising the Briti sh 

Empire, t ogether with the Government o f Franca, declared 

war upon Germany. Within that peri od tne hostilities 

which have engul fed Europe have shown no signa or abating. 

On the contrary, the soene ot aotual warfare has become 

enl arged l n scope. Sovi et Russia has attempted to invade 

the Ropubllo of Fi nland, and hardl y a week goo• by that 

repor ts are not current that additional nations may be 

f orced into a spreading conflict. 

And in the Far East the long-protracted hostilities 

between Ohi na and Jnpan continue. 

Duri ng these ae.me months the neutral po,.ors in all 

parts of the earth have been confronting an increasingly 

serious andt 1n several l nstanoes, a gravely or1t1oal, 

s i tuati on. They have au.ffered the impai rment or their 

legitimate oommeroe by bel l i gerent action with resultant 

diolooation to their national economy and t o the wel l-



I being Gf their natiGnala . They have seen neutral vessels, 

engaged i n peaceful trade , sunk, and the lives Gf neutral 

paaeengere and aeamen deetr Gyed. Not onl y have the prin­

ciples o f int erna t i onal l aw, agreed upon by the great 

maJority o f t he nations of the world, been openly viol ated, 

but tho bell igerent powers would eeem in practice to main-

ta1n that the clearly eetabliahed r i ghts of neutra l peoples--

rights secured to them by interna t i onal agreement, by the 

enlightened precedents eatabliahed throughout t he course 

of the l ast cen tury, and by every precept Gf Justice and 

Gf r eason-- must give way tG whatever rights may be 

asserted by the belliger ents theme olvoa. 

The twenty-one sovereign Amer i can Republi cs , by com-

mon aocord 1 have agre ed upon measures deet1ned to preserve 

and maintain t heir neutrality . They ahara the conviction 

that hostil ities in which they are not involved should 

not Jeopardi~e the nor mal peaceful l ife ot t he independent 

peoples of the Western Hemisphere, 

In harmony With those agreements , the Government of 

the United States does not admit that t he rights of bel-

ligerent nat1ona are in any sense superior to the righta 
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or neutral states , aave insofar A8 bel l i gerent rights are 

defined by the generallY aooepted pr1ne1pl ea of i nt erna­

t i onal law or by internati onal agre ements t o which the 

United States ia a party. 

I bel i eve that it 18 the overwhelming aspi r ation of 

all neutr al peopl es that t he warfare which i e now layi ng 

waste so many l ando should spread no further . I t woul d 

eeec to be evident that t his obJective might be the more 

readi l y attained were neutral rights to be more cl early 

reasserted, and were the neutr al countries, during the 

ecntlnuati on or the present hostilities, to be afforded 

the opportunity ot maintaining intact the standard ot 

living ot their peopl es t hrough the enJoyment ot l egit-

i mate oommeroe eo f ar ae it maY be permitted them by the 

previous l y ee t abliahed rulee ot international l aw. 

It has seemed to me, therefor e, that t he highest inte~ 

eate of all ot the neutr a l nat i one would be well served 

it a aloeer cooperation between them mi ght be establlehed 

throughout the durati on of the exi s t ing conf l icts. 

For that reason I inquire ot Your Excellency' s Gov­

ernment , as I am inquiring of the Government s ot Argentina, 

' 
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Bolivia, Brazil , Chile, Oolonbia, Ooeta Rica , Cuba, 

Dom1nican Republio, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

HaJ.tl, Honduras, Moxioo , Nicaragua , Panama, Paraguay , 

Peru, UruguAJ' , Venezuela , Belgium, the llether l ande, Den­

mark, Norway, Sweden, rinland, Switzerland, Hungary, 

Rumania, Yugoslavi a, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, I taly, 

Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Spai n, Por tugal , and Ynailand ( Siam), 

whether the Government or ----------- believe& it deeirable 

t hat conversations be undertaken between all or t he Gov-

ernment s above named, including the Government ot the 

United Statea. Such oonversati ona woul d be hel d with a 

view to de t erm1n1ng the best meane of strengtheni ng moral 

cooperation and comaercial interchange between t hem during 

the continuation or the ware now bei ng waged. They mi ght 

well further determine what the judgment or the neutral 

otatea might be ae to t he moa t effective meane, upon the 

oeseati on or hostil ities, ot securi ng the reaffirmati on or , 

and scrupulous respect tor, the essential princi ples of 

internati onal law, t ogether wi th a practicable method or 

assuri ng the limitati on and progrose1ve reduction of arma­

ment&, and t he eatabliehment ot a aound internat i onal 
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eeonoa1c IJilta . 

In the •••nt. aa I t ru tt, ~t the rtpl1ta reoel•ed 

to Ulle 1n.qu1r•7 ue tavor~ble , I thall la7 t o r thtlr oon­

a1derat1on before tbe govorn~onta which lndloate their 

desire to take part 1n euoh oonvertatlone, aore detailed 

recoa:en4at1one AI to the exchange or •lew. 1~11ted . 



• 

r -r: · 
DtPARtY.EnT OF 8TATE 

PO!\ Tf!l: PII!8S I'EBilUARY G, 19<0 

It 11 ar.nounced by the !ec:-•tAf7 ot State Uol~ ln 

•ltV ot e·Uatlr-cj t:oatUltlel ln Ul\7 ~rU ot ···" vo1·l~, 
!.n ¥lev o! the erteot ot auch hoetU HUI CJr. u-~" r.~t'Jt:-.1 

n•tlor.e ot ·r~ Yorld ar.4 ln v1ev ot tr~ tv\d~n~ ''~1-e ot 

tll rtf'Utnl. n-ttl.or.t tor the e·unt\.1&1 rctt"t•aucn or \i('!"11 

r••o• on a eoun4 and leat1r.g ~ 11 tor 111 r.at1onP, ~1~lo­

mrt1o conver11.Uona or an 1z,tormrl ohllraour lvl••e been 

oo tnCI~'~J W1':h n•utral. governmf'nt.e rn· w111 l')rollebly 

~.. oo~unued ~itt ell neutr•l qovorn~~nte . 

h llhOul4 be emphoa1u4 that tbtlft oonvereetl?no 

1nvolvt no plan or plan" W •r• in thf' n11.turtt or p-e-

ll I nary lnctulr-1~1 ~lllUn::; to a eound lnttrnlltlond 

te<-norla IYitftO and, at r .• e """" tl'1•, vorlc!-vlcle 

rc,iJoU,-:n ot ._~.,t~ . Y.atUJ'I .v.volv1 *" proflcn.t va.r 

cenJ1tlon8 are not a part or t~•• ~r~11•1r&rv cenTcrs•;lonl . 

~.c eorT~Praa:t~n• can, or coura,..t be- e:r:Vndtd; to 

brtlll tr n; na't!.ons 1n JO rar •• tht7 tnvolvt .... f'•t t• o 

c~n 9ro'oltaa or !\lt.ur ~ PI •c• • 

••• 

' 



~;;-;-· 
tt 1e announoea bY ene seo: e•M J th dh, td eu1.-

1n vlo~ or exl et1ng hoat 111tloo 1n many perte o t the world~ 

in view or the etteot or euoh hoet111tlee on the neutral 

natlont of the world and ln Tlov or the evident deelre o~ 

a ll neutra l natlona tor the eventual reatoratton o! wor ld 

peace on a eound an4 laeUns batll '!'or all netlone, 41plo-

matlc oonveraatlone of an lnfor:Al ohAr•otor have been 

oommonood with neutral eovo~conte end will probably 

be oontinuod v1th all neutral RQVornmonte . 

It Ahould be emphaaited that theeo oonvereatlone 

lnYolve no pla.n or plan/but are ln the natura ot 

prel1a1nary tnq~riea relating to oa•a•a'a· •,•· .. a_,, .. • .. ~·.pw1~'~·~~~~~~~--~( 
~ I I ' 

d 9., 
~]CCk'·s~ t; ~ Vbrld- Vlde r.duotlon Of 

at the eaae t1De, a - aound lntornaUon.al aoonomlo 

eyete~ . J.:.ttere 1nvolvl.ng preeent Yllr oondl t1one are not 

n pArt ot theee prel1Q1nnry oonvorlatlonft. fheee oonver -

entione oan , ot eouree , be extended to belligerent nAtions 

/,{1 ... (. f .,. 
inftotar aa they involve co~mon problem• ot future peoee . 

i 

koa::tt tbWiaal a paY II,..) 



Feb e. 1940. 

Lon&}land. ~ote to Smmor Well eo f r ""' the Proa• • ent 
a.k1n& hia to oond in cod.o o ~••••~• t o 8111 Phi llips 

Ro- His &•ttlnt; word. to Soc of State at Vat1cnn about oppt 
of 81ohop or Archbishop for Woahinston oto etc . 

See: Italy folder-Drawer 4-1948 



- '·· ~,., [ 1110) "' • ..__. f'-.. 

FollowJ.na !I'OCI the PrU.. 111n1ater • 

.1., I om •ef'7 gr• tetul to the Preo1dent tor 

g iYiDg o,-pathetio oono1deration to tho po1nto 

.rhioh JOU, on "1 1Dotruotiono. put to h!J:l and aa 

gratotul to note that 1n oaao o•aeo at l east 

ho 1o di.opoaed to recognhe t he 1r force. 

B. In order that he m&J be !ull7 aoqua1ntod with 

t he inner movement hero and tbllo bavo before him 

all poeeible reporouooiono ot t ho action he has 

1n mind, I reel that I ought to tell h!J:I 1n 

oaotidenoe t he upshot ot our oonaultationa with 

tho Prenoh Oo•e~ent on Februar, 6th. 

c . We round them, as we are indeed ourselYea, 

deepl7 concerned over tho F1nnieh eit uation . All 

r eport• ohow t hot there mll4t bo a limi t to Finnbh 

reeiotanoe , .rhioh IIIU.!It cruzoble aoonor or later 1n 

de1'ault or auhot.nti&l help. It will not be 

aurt1o i ent ,..rel7 to a end the Pinna .rha t we aan 

a pare 1n the sat t er ot war ••tarial. It will 

prob•bl7 be neceao&I'J to tight at their aide, 

D. The complete overthrow or Finland would arouoo 

1n rr..nae and in this ooW\trJ tho moe t 1n tonae 

teelJ.nao or 1nd1gnation and raae •nd it 1o &llaoo t 

oerta1n that, howenr unJuot, thoae teeliDgo 

would exprou U..Uoluo 1n an 1nd1atment or the 

All i n tor ha•J.na betrayed the aauoe tor which 

we t oolc u,p o.ru. .1..11 thia apart troco tho lll&terial 

raot that oonqueat or P1nland would me..n the 

REGRADED 
UNCLASSIFIIiu 

pract ical/ 



·' 

•• 

practical oubJ~~&aUon ot Scand1na'fia t o Oe,..,7 

and Ru .. ia. 

OUr pr1no1po.l d1tt1ault7 La that we 

oannot render direct and oubatantio.l aooiatance 

to P1nlt.nd without llorwegian and Swedi.oh co-

operation or at leaat eaneent. At preoent t1ae 

lorway and Sweden hoo itate to t ake &n7 action 

wbiob expoaoa t hem to tho joint threat trom 
tho So-. let and Oorman7. Though tbe:r aig)lt 

welcaoo our aooiotanoo aga1nat tho Sovi et threat 

to P1nland and Northe rn Soand1nni a tbe:r would 

naturall7 ask ua how we oould guarantee them 

againat a Oor=an threat to Southern Sct.nd1nav1a 

it that should r e ault tram our action , 

p, The Prench and we agreed thot tho moot 

praoU.able plan tor an1ng P1nland would be the 

immediate preparation. ot a Pranco British 

expedition&r:r toroe to go to tho u oi.otonce or 

Pinland aero .. Northern Scandinavia, At the 

•~e time wo should prepare another toroo with 

which we ahould aooi.ot llorwq and s weden it the 

Oe l'III&D throat aga1nat the South ohould aaterio.li&e , 

though we ourael•e• are doubtful whether 1n taot 

tho Oormana would oaro to extend their liabilitieo, 
0. We ant1oipate that (when) tho or1Uoo.l period 

approacheo, pr obabl7 not later t han tho t hird week 

1n !larch, P1nland would be l1kol7 to oend out a 

laat appeal to u•e her tram dootruot1on. we 

and Prance would then aak the Scand1nn1an oountriea 

to give 111 tho neoeoaar:r taoiliti oo tor tho paaaage 

ot our t oreea and we abould hope t o obte1n their 

consent it we oould ab ow them that we had 

auttloient/ 



H. 

auft1c1ent means a t hand to eave F1nland and 

to give them reasonable protection . We are 

therefore presaing on with our pr·eparations with 

all speed. 

The President will understand th at this ia 

a most highly eon!idential eomounieation and t hat 

he ia entrusted with a seeret that has been divulged 

to no one. 

I. At the so.me time he will pe rceive our 

anxiety lea t the act ion he pro;>oseo to to.ke should 

interfere with tha auoeeu or this plan. What we 

roar is that it Governments or Sweden and Norway 

get the idea that some peace suggestions are likely 

to be aet on root, they will refuse tt>o tao111t1ea 

we want 1n order to save Finland, and will excuse 

themselves on the ground that Finland will no 

doubt be looked arter in coming negotiation• and 

that, 1t' they shoul d tail and Finland be destroyed, 

tho responsibility will not be theirs . 

It was this contingency whioh I had in mind 

in my a llusion to Finland in ~ earl i er telegram 173 . 

J. You mny show th1• telegram to the President 

and leave him a copy. 



/ 

'0 •1e1t Italy, tranot. GereAnr And Groat 8r1to1n , Thll 

•1tlt la aolelt ror the purpoea or advletnc t~ P~ttlAent 

an4 the secretary or State ~• to present oon41t1ona 1n 

Europe. 

xr. Welle• wUl, or oourao, be authorlted to 

•t• no propop.la or ao~ttuntt ln t!'le nane or the 

Purtheraore, at~teeenta ~de to hU. by ott1c1ala 

or ~overnm rttl wlll be kept 1.n t.he etJ--1otltt oonfldonco 

~n4 •lll b~ com=untcAted by him aolely to the ? reeldent 

and tbe Seoret.ry of S~te. 



At the requoat of the Proo1dent 1rt •• 

+r /1 k,/oA A ;;."'! "/ VI. 
; s Jl' I sent) 1'- " . w111 proceed 

Jt;./!1 
ohortlY to Europe t o v1o1~ Frnnoo , Oormony and Great 

-~--
• 

or advl elng 

the President ane tho Secretary o r State ao to ~·~ 
Britain. Thle v1e1t 11 oolely for the purpooo 

t'lfJ.t-/,'h ~·.J ~ t ,~.;,-;;., ~~ 0 'c.\A 

.., 1 t ·a. 1 a wo al G •••• •u Oa ao; poaa&oliiA.J' ••· et tA
1 6 ,(; 

\ht rT 1•*! P8 0 b;l Ua 'ba .. wpeaeae t r •he iltM 4 Uiul6V 

__ :JJHv;'<..:J..J-4._~ ... ~ .. '---- vlll , of oouroe , be 

I • ~ ,, ' f/i, f I 041 

tlr . 

Author1ud to make no propooaleA ln the neco of the 

Government of t ile Un1 t od Stnteo. 

rurthe~oro, BtAtoacnte made to him by offioiale 

or government& vil l be kept ln the etr1et1at oontidenoe 

and wi ll bo ooooun1oatcd by him oololy to the Preold en t 

.ne the Secretary or &tate. 



/ 
' 

'.!'he President hill today directed Mr. ----- t o 

proceed to Europe to vidt Oormany, Eng l1111d, Md frMoe. 

It will be the purpose or Mr. - - - --' s mlesi on to 

ascertain whether tho government• or t hose belligerent 

powera will state t or the oon!ldont1al lntor=at1on or the 

President tho b~ais upon whioh they would be prep&red t~ 

mao peace. Mr. ----- will be e::~powered to cltko no 

propoe ale in tho n....,o or the Government or t ho Oni ted 

Statoa to the governments mentioned, but only to inquire 

what tho peaoo tormo or the oontond1ng powero may be and 

to report tho statements he DaY r s oe1vo to tho Pres ident 

and to the Ssorot&ry or State. 

In v1ev or the oontldential nature or Mr. -----' s 

mission, &R7 atatamsnta vhloh may ba aade to h1m bJ ot!i-

ciala or the governt:~enta or Germany, England, and f'rance 

will be oo~unioated b7 h1a aol el1 to the Praaident and 

to t ha Secretary or State. 



_, Att..o~d t.n tM P'r•t\440\1 1 
lt'C.tert or F•b U. 1940 _.,to.h 
.. r• rr•••ot•~ b7 lv-~•r Wtllt• 
to t~ tonGWiu 011 ~h hd• a 
.woda 

(2la;aboH' 1 ala 
Jtw;tollll\ 
O.laditr 



T~( U NDIIi\ Sf:CI"TA.Ft'l' Of STAT( 
W~H .. GTOH 

My de~ Kr . P~et14ent : 

You told ~• l~at nl~t thA~ 70 u Wlthed to g1YO me 
tb.ree &uton-aob. leturt 1144r.,te4 to Sl"'or Mutaollnl, 
toM , DAla41o~, ~4 to Kr . ChAm~erl~1n ao ~t I ~l·ht 
prteent teoa w~n tte7 roeel•• ~•. 

I &a eubalttlng her~1th t~~•• dr•t~• vhlob ..re 
14entloAl 1n tubat.Ance 

BelUn 111-1 

!:ncloeurea. 

Ali ttated. 

!t.e Pru1dtnt, 

The Vnlte Houte. 

tor 70ur oona14er~tlon . 

~~·./ \~ 



Ky dear Mr. Prea1dent: 

Th1e letter v1~1 be banded t o 70u b7 Mr. Sucner 

Wel l ea, Under Secretar7 ot State, When hi bae t be 

pr1•1l•g• ot betng rece1•e4 b7 rou. 

You ~~ be aure that Vh•tevtr Y1eva you expreee to 

h i a Wil l be •alnt&lned in the ttr1oteat oont14enoe , and 

Vlll be tranem1tted by hlm solely to m¥11lt and to the 

Seoret&ry ot State of the United Stltee. At t hle gr ave 

moment I am led to belleve that th11 exchange or vleve 

Belleve ce 

Youra ••~ alnoerely. 

H1t Exotlltnoy 

Mon111ur Edouard Deladier, 

Preeldent ot the Oounoll ot M1n1attrt, 

Parle, France. 



/ 
My dear 81gnor Kueeol1n1: 

Th1a le t ter v111 be handt 4 t o rou b7 Mr. Sumner 

Vtllta, Under 8eGret&rf ot State, When ht bat the 

You a&T be aure t~t whatever vteve 70~ expr eee t o 

hl• v111 be tranemltted b7 ht. tolely t o ayaelt an4 t o 

tho Sec retary o f State or the Un1ttd Btat ee. At thl s 

gr3ve mo•ent I aa led to bel t eve t hat th1t exchnnKe or 

vleve between ue m41 be or real value . 

Belle•• •• 

Youra ver,r e1noerely, 

Hie ExoellenoJ 

Benito kuesol1n1, 

Chief ot tbe Government, 

Roa t, Italy . 



Februarr 12, 1040 

X7 dear Kr. Prt me M1n1eter: 

'l'hla letter w111 be handed to you by Mr. 1\J.aner 

Vellee, Under Beore,ary ot State, vben he haa the 

prlYllege ot belns recelYtd b7 7 ou. 

hi= will be =alntalntd 1n the strictest oontldence, and 

~111 be tren1altted by htm eolely to areelt and to the 

8ecretar,. or State ot the United Btatea. At thle grave 

aoment I aa led t o bel leve that thle exohance ot vtewe 

'between ue a87 be ot real •aJ.ue. 

Believe =• 
Youre verr elncerelr, 

!he Right Honorable 

Me• 1lle CU.berla.in, M.P., 

London, England . 



COPY OF LONGHAND U:TTE:R 

':'HE "Ill IT::: HOU3! 
YASHI:lGTC:l 

Feb . 14 
1940 

~ de r Slr,nor :.:uaaoll r.l : 

My old rr l end Ur . sumner '' elle a, my 
Und~r Secretory of State , wlll g ive you t h i s whon he 
has t he privilege of being received by you. 

You cay be sure thRt whAtever views 
you express to hlm will be ~r~nemit ted by hlm solely 
t o ~eyself ani to the Secret ary of State . 

At t hla grave moment I deeply hope 
thAt this exoh11 nge of vlews between ua may be of 
real value t o I taly, t o the United States, a nd t o 
t he future of t he world. 

I atlll hope to meet you so~e day 

soon! 

F'Al thtully yours, 

('3!.gned) FP.Al:XL!tl D. ROOS!VE:L~ 



COPr OF LONGIWIO U:T'l';:R 

WHITE HOUSE 
'lfl<SHI!:GTCN 

My dear l.!r . ProH<Ient: 

F'eb. 14 
1940 

U)• boyhood trlend Sur.mer Welles wUl 
rlve you this. 'Tht>t y.,u tell h1Jol he wUl mlnte ln 
ln the otr1ctent conrldence 11nd wlll be trunsmitted 
only t o me nnd to Ur. Hull . 

At thla grAve c::o:cnt I deepl) hope 

that this exohnnr,e ot views mAY be or rer1 value 
and thr. t the world ll'.ay eventually obtain n peaoe 
~hicb 1a neither •inconclusive nor precnrious• . 

Bill Bullitt is Just back Pnd gives 
me your very muoh apprec i ated messages -- and I 
send t o ·~on aml Daladier• my very wsro r egards. 

Fl\1 th!ully, 

(Signed) FRA!lKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 



, COPY OF LONGHA.'lD LETTER 

THE 'VHITE HOUSE 
I?ASHINGTON 

My deor Chanberlain: 

Feb. l4 
1940 

Sumner Welles , my Under secretary of State , 

ani! an old boyhood friend will give you this . 'l'hat you 

tell him wi ll be maintained in the a trictest eonf idenee 

and will be told solely to myself and to Cordel l Hull on 

my talk with h i m on his retur n . At thi s grave moment I 

deeply hope th i s exchange or views may be of real value 

towards a peace ll'hich is neither 11 i nconcl uaive nor 

prec~tr ious" . Enough sai d . 

LIY wRrm ragards , 

Faithfully, 

(Signed) FRAJ1KLL~ D. ROOSEVELT 



f' SF:W~ 

I just -.nted to aay to you th&t I have been authorhed 

to offer you a friendly word of advice or a word of friendly advice, 

To wit• Not t o write youreelvee out on the end of a l imb or to 

attribute what you assume the Preeident, Yr . Hull and Yr. Wel l ea a r e 

diaouaaing to any a llegedly authorited or unimpeaoh&ble or rel iable 

aouroee or to friend• oloae to the Preaident or to the Secretary of 

State or to the Under Secretary of State, That neither the Preaident, 

the Secretary of State nor the Under Secretary of State wi l l have 

any word to aay to the preaa or to any of their friends or to any~~ 

anywhere following their conference. / ~ 

-'("' (,. •" /1•' 

of"' 1-fb 

J t: vvo 'J. '( 
1;1~,.. I J rJr •f ){>!I~ 
~ ,,, 

"J / /fY 



lloMrandum to SUI:!ner ll'elloo l'roa the Preal~ent-!!arch ~. 194? 

Attaeheo ror hie lnfor~tlon a ~•••.,• troe Lerry Ply oent 
throu&h Jim R.,e . 

RetConteroneo batwaan Hitler and f'uaaol1n1 and re c.o.bl os to 
both Aaorlc•• whi ch can only mean thot the Itollona plan 
to carry German mos$Af.03 eto eta. 

Seo:Ad=dnlatrat!YO Aaata roldor- Dr•wer l-1940(!!arch ~. 1940 Mo-o\ 

\ 



A,llrll 1, 1940. 

·~··ORANOUl' FOR SIT''ll"R WEllES FRO" THF. ~RESIOE''T , 

RE o Inquir y Preo!rlent had f rom ''Yron Taylor who aokod If 
the "ope 'a lotur of !'Arch 16, 1940 to the Proo ldont 
waa to b4 ~tYon to the Pre• • · Tho Prea1dont eaka 
We11ea to -&ke docla!on. 

Attached ia Welles re?1y of Aorll S, 1940, oayins 
that after duo consideration it wa1 decided not 
to publish tho lottor unleea tho President wiahed 
othorwiee . 

Aleo attached i a Welloo Iotter to tho Preoldent of Uaroh ~. 1940 and tho Pope ' s lottor of Uarch 16, 1940. 

See, Ita ly folder -Drawer 4-1940 (A,ril S, 1940 Iotter) 



Th' 8 -.e!:lo cu:e to file April 1 , 1940 

lll.. lJ\Rl.l : 

~cCermott says the A. P. has the follo~ing 

bulletin fro~ Ro.e: 

•Under£ecre~ Telles ~isclosed tod~ that 
no peuce 'lao or aedi~tion ?roposal hao bee~ offered 
hi11 by uny be.l.ligerent goverr.meot. or aqy other 
KOvernment j~lng hiti conversa~ions . 

"He t.lso ciecl ... red elllj)h .. Ucall,y that he had 
nol conv~ed any suggestions for peace t.o aqy 
Euro~ean po~ers . He sai d he ~as laking facts und 
no J>ot.ce pro,x>sal~ back to Pr esloent ltooaevelt . " 

.lr. rlUlman of Colliere • Ul be at the 
press conference today . 



.. 
~ . 

TH£ WHIT£ HOUK 

WASHINGTON 

~u 1, lHO. 

II&MOAAM DUif 1'01\ 

ftlE SEC~ or S'l'~K 
ftlE UlfDI:R SICCRJi:t.Uil! OV SU'l'& 

·- b CheehePlalJI' • bUel' 

to •· Do TOll thlftk U need• a 

r. D. ft. 



.. 

THE U NDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

A ril l> , 1940 --

My dear Mr. President : 

I am return1rfr hert>wi th l!r. Chamberlain' e 

perRonal letter to you since I bellrve vou ~11 

wish to keep it in your own rile . AR I ~aid to 

you thi s mor ning, ' r . Chamberlain's letter i e a 

reply to your personal letter to him which I handed 

h im when I was in London and, conReouently, I do 

not bel i eve that hie lett r r to you requires any 

acknowledgment . 

Believe me 

The Presi dent, 

The White House. 



~ d~ /?~ .-:-/("·, 

10, :lotntq .Strut, 

gbltt~&O, 

/~ v~ /(__;_, ~ 

I -;;(;;~ {' ~/·. #-<--1 ~ ~ .(" ~ 

7 v{ lk. ~-u.-r A/c..-4-. , ,v-~ vr- ~ <'( /J'< _..(". 

~~ If-~ ~ r . k ~ A~ 

/~ /""-~ ,t_ ~ ~~ .r'~ ~ 

~ A-~rw> ~ ~ ,:(.,-.w- /C .--c ;:{._"' ~ 

~~ ~ · • • 

/ r~e<A c.. i A-,.,v ~- ~ .h.-c. ~e-n. 

/A_,_~ ,/..t!VN rhA. Y~ 7<--t~~---, ;- n ,. / 

/;t<YJ..(._4.~ , ~~/'PI,·~ ~~/ 4"' 

A'""' < 4/ t!.~&~f/, t:c;;,...)'L. / . 

~c. I(_..( w-.t: 't{ ~ / ~ A_ .-v 

/[~ (. / tf ,I ..c:.. ..rl L' ...... l- • ~ 4. c;., - " ~ a.- , ../ 



• 
-1. 1t t« ........ ~ ..,t~ · A/7 '.If- ~ : / P"- t:vv 

/At'r)t A'-_ ~~/;'-C /V'r'r A:;;.' /~ . 

A "- (' ?;,.. ~VI\..-~ 7;/1-'-A../ .(- f..~-{ 
/,{.- i-~ ;! ~ 

~~ /~~~7 
/z_~ «~~~· 



·~/2.~ 

/l; ~h-·4 c~ ;;:1 

~ ~ht~ Alt:.~ ~ 

rd_ /12~ '/c k / 

/L_ A/£'c{-~ 

d /~ • 

· qiME MINISTER 



April 4, 1940, 

~'E!.'ORJJIDU1' FOR THF P~I'SI DENT PRC" Sl"qiEJ! WELLES : 

Enolooea two drerta or tologr~ to 
lllniator Guntller in RUliiiUlie for tl\e Prealdonta approval 
re Colonel Bock pr oceed!nr, to U. S, •t tl\'o ti=o etc. 
Attached is copy ot Sec Hullo' tole•ram to Gunther 
of Aoril 1 , 1940 re Preaident•a dealr e to have eon­
vero&t!on with Col . Joooph Beck· · •urroota he take metter 
Ul> with !ling Corel etc . 
l.ttaohed !a Gunther a reply of A~r!l 3, 1940 ro having seen 
Fore!gp ~n!ster Getoncu end h!a dlaouealon &bout Bock 
leaving tho country , alao att•ohe4 Ia Wollos letter of Apr il 
15, 1940 with copy of memo from ' 'tlrphy, Ch&r~;o d ' Affalr oa at 
Pari s Embassy datod ~cb 21, 1940 r oport1ns convor aation 
re Beok'a aotivitioa etc . 

SoooState Dept - Drawer l · l 940(Apr1l 15, 1940 letter ) 

) 



'll 'ORJJill\~ FOR OENE!IA! WATSOII FROll S1lii!IEI! \'i'Ell£S: 

Enclosin& despatch tram Amboooador Biddle of Fob 28 , 1940 r o attached oopy ~ translation or authont1cotod copy or confidential ir~truotion recently iaauod to tho pross in Oorn:aey IU>d Gorman oooupiod Poland , by tho Gorii!IU1 prop~anda \lillie try. 

Uiniator Zaleski gave tho copy t o Amb Biddle and informed him in strlotoat eonfidonoe that it had boon aeoured and foJ"II'Vdtd to hla by Prince Janun Raddwlll. 

Soo•Pranee folder -Dr•wer 4-1940(~oril 4, 1~40 lott~rl 

• 

' 



Ccmt1dent1al lettw to the Pr .. ident rr-·-w. u •• ot .April e. 1940 
with 

~lo••• -rUolha ot oo-tiOil be ha4'Wr. Jladu I rt..IO'Q 0 

IU.n11ter of a-ni& Oil April 15, l9tO. 
btories of 

let81t.At101l 1D tM Balkul ~allepd threat ot 1!111 Jl,llitt 
that relatlou betw.eB the u. s. a.Jid a-ta would be brolla. 
11111leu thl a-niaa (;-• wut oendtted the t orMr Preddelit &Dd 
Poretp JHuiltw ot Polud to lea.,.. that eouatr)'. 



For tho Proa idont ' a ~•~o or April 8 , 1940 
to Soc Hull re aubjoot or havln~ &obaaay in 
Lisbon and askinr him what he thinks• And 
oritin~l of Wolloe reply ottaohod. 

Soo1Stoto Dept- Drawer l - 1940 (Aprll 11, 104~ 1ott•r) 



, 

~ dear Mr, hee14eata 

In r eplJ to 1 0 IU' ••orand~a of Aprll 1!1 vU h r -rarct 

to ~~ poslllbll1ty ot' l'dfll"" the rank ot our a 1 .. 1oa 

ln Ll il'bon to aut ot an taban:r • I tear thd Btl'Ut Pell 

hM ex...-oernhd ~ taot ll , Aoo?l'dlng w JO>Jr ceaore.n4• 

!ul hall tol~ 70U th'\t pl'aOUoal.lJ ~e.,., ot~r 1D;l01''-rlt 

na U on ~ AD ellbu17 ln J.llbon. Upon l nYettlraUoa I 

1'11\11 t!:lat there are onty t otO' e:lbullle• 111 l.hbon, 

naae1J, ~~ VaUO&D, a,..au, 8pa1Jl, 4uld ~h-eat II'Uaia. 

,.l"anot, OtJ'118DT, an4 l h lJ haYI l tSaU oM onl.7. 

!be seneral J"'llOJ of ~~ Dtp&J"tunt hl8 ben thlt 

n Y0\114 not reo~tD4 t o 7011 ~~ raleln~ ot a I:W'Optllft 

lecauoa w an ..,.,, , lllll H e the prlncl pal l'!urortllft 

OOIIDtJ'lta b ..S 4ont l111tWl tt0 an4 111 YltW f4 prtttllt 0~ 

o ... ta.noee, that oon41tloa dote not eldet. 

l thlak 1110 ~' U would be hard Oft ~~ batle of 

our l nt er11u lnYOl 'I'..S to JueUt'J r ll.le1nc the l es'lUOII 

1a I.Uboft to 1111 ..-, .. , , ahe..S of our l es~uou 111 -

trltl U.lte Uriii\IIIJ, Rolland, and 8weden. 

Bellwe • 



Re : 'emo f r om Sucner Welles office dated- April 12, 1940 

Subjeot:Telephono conversation to Welles froo Uax Truitt , 

of Maritl~8 Commission re urgent situation in-

volving transfer of Dani sh shipping to American 

rlag and if hot effected soon is afraid shipo will 

be comnndeored by British. (about 97 ships involved) 

(Longhand notation by President at t op of letter-­
reads as f oll ows : "Not Approved- FOR" 

Soe: l'aritime Commission-Drawer 2- 1940 



-
T HE U NDER SlCRtTARY OF STAT£ 

WASHINGTON 

April 12, 1940 ----

Uy dear Ur, Pree t dent: 

I am eend1ng you f or you~ information memoranda 

or two conversat! one which I have had wtth l n the paet 

twenty-to~ houra Wh!oh I believe ahOVld be submitted 

t o you fo r your information. If we oould t1nd out t he 

way ln • hloh Dewey and hla advlser e had obtained nrior 

ltno"l edge ot these alleged. German plans, we might b e 

q u.1te 1ntereated. 

Believe me 

. ful l y youra, 

Enoa . 
'I'I'o memoranda 
ot converaat1on. 

fhe Pree1dent , 

'The Whit e Houee. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum of Conversation 

DATE: April 12, 1940 

SUBJECT: srnss if u mr '1. , 

PARTICIPANTS: The Yin1Bter of Yugoslavia, Ur, Constantin Fotitoh; 
the Under Secretary, Yr. Welle•. 

COPIES TO: s 

... ---
The 111nieter or Yugoslavia called to see me t hie 

afternoon and said that be wanted to give me a oersonal 

and oont1dent1al meeeage. 

The Uin1ster read to me a cable ~hioh had been sent 
to hlm in an 1nd1reot way by the Yugoslav Utn1eter in 

Berlin. The latter reoorted that in a conversation which 
he had had With one of the Aee1etant Seoretsr1ee or the 

German Foreign Otf1oe the Assistant Secretary had stated 
that the Oel'lllan Foreign Ort1ce •ae fully convinced t hat if 
Pree1dent Rooeevelt had rollo• ed out ble own inclination, 
t he United States wOUld now be at war on the aide or the 
Allies, and that 1t •ae only because or national and 



-2-

noliti oal considerations tha t PrPsi~ent Roosevelt had 
refrained from insisting upon that course. The ~erman 
Foreign Office wan further confident that if President 
Roosevelt was re-elected tor a third tem end if the 
wer had not already been won by ~ermany before t hat t ime, 
t he United Stat es would be in the war on the side or the 
All1ee before February 1941. 

The Yugoslav Minist er told me that he beli eved thie 
informati on wae s ignificant in connection with the nub­
l i oat ion of the alleged White Book documents , The Mini­
ster further said t ha t he bel ieved that leas sensational 
and apparently leas important documents hed been made pub­
l 1o in the first batch so as to have the queetlon or t heir 
authenticity threshed out at this s tage, and that later, 
after the American people had got used t o the controversy 
about th e authenticity or the documents , tar more sensa­
tional documents would be nubliehed involving the name or 
President Roosevelt himself. The Minister stated that he 
bel ieved the ~rman strategy had oomnletely failed but 
that he t hought Rlbbentrop would nevertheless oereiet in 
nublishing further documents of the kind he had described. 

U:SW:DMK 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum ol Conversation 

DATE: Aoril 11, 1940 

SUBJECT: - !5!id 8115¥ ee IP!BIIIII.AL 

PARTICIPANTS: Mr, Constantine Brown; 
The Under Secretary, Mr. Well es, 

COPIES TO: 

... ,_,._ 
Constantine Brown told me todaY that he had learned 

through Allan Dullea, who is acting as adviser to Thomas 

Dewey on international questions, that the next batch or 

White Book documents to be published by the German Foreign 

orrice relating to the United States would oonta1n three 

reoorts sent by Ambassador Potocki or alleged conversations 

which he had had with President Roosevelt and a memorandum 

or a conver sation 'llbioh is ourported to have taken place 

between Foreign Miniater Beck or Poland and Ambassador 

Biddle, 

Constantine Brown gave me to understand that Dewey 

had been advised or theae German ol~na and was intending 

to give a sensational interpretation t o them. 

U: SW:Dlo!K 
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.. 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

l.mtORAliOU'..: f'O? 

Dour Sumner : 

WA8H INOT ON 

Apr il 13 , 1;1,.0 . -
..;mr::n T n.:.rs: 

Here ts o r eel job tor you and yoll alon11. Bow in tho bl Mlkot i blank or t to nswor L~dy 0%ford? k:new Elhe.both B1benoo , of course , very well but I on.l v etM Moau::o..- once to l<u. Yor~, hen ~o oamo a nd cpont a n hour ><hile I ·11&8 ,.,.cupor,~ing r~oo t nrLnt t le parulyo1G . 

It ts because abe evidently l oved you oo (Ju~t uo ~uch oa she does l!.e l ) that I •fish yo11 vould t ry your bood at some hln_ r or ~e to aend tn ropl y l 

F . {J . P. . 
Fl.il!/dj 

-----
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THE UNDER SECRETARY Of STATE 

WASH INGTO N 

April 15, 1940 

My dear Mr. President: 

Your memorandum or April 13 has given me, as you 

anticipated, a ver y puzzling Job to do. 

Like you, I have seen Lady Oxford once in my life, 

when she was visiting her da ughter in Washington. Again 

like you, I knew Elizabeth Bibeeco very well , but 

perhaps unlike you -- I round her one or the greatest 

pests I have ever encountered . I did not see either 

one or t hem when I wa s in London nor did I hear from 

them. 

Lady Oxford's letter to you seems to me amazingly 

impertinent but in that, or course, she is running true 

to form , I shoul d not think that you woul d wish to 

take any notice or her remarks about J oe Kennedy since, 

as you know, she wil l carry your reply around with her 

and show it to every one she meets in London. 

I am enclosing a suggested noncommitt al answer. 

I should also like to suggest that your answer should 

The President, 

The White House. 
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not be s ent either through the open mail or through 

Kennedy in London, and oonsequently, l t you approve, 

I coul d ask Lord Lothian t o send t he reply through the 

British pouch . 

Believe me 

¥' 

Enclosure: 
Draft l atter. 



&prll U5, 1g40 

M7 de&r ~41 Oxford: 

I ha.,.e Ju t reoel.,.ed 10 111" l ottor or 
llaroh 22. or oow-ao I ha.,., aot r orso"en 1oa 
aDd J'OIII" de~J~tltor EUubotll. I -11 r•.....,. 
10w- ltlndneee 1n ooll1ng to 111 111 whea I ¥all 

111 1ft lev York. 

I ~ glad ~t Su.aor Vellll Dado • good 
l .. _.)reul on lD London . Be hal t o l d 1M of the 
oona14erat1oa an4 helpful a1111tano1 ln oarTT­
lng out h1a W.uloa vhioh he reoe1.,.e4 on all 
&14el, aft4 I -. of OOUJ"'O, 1101t a ppreoli.Uft 
of the oow-t111 lboWD hill .. tq ropreaontaU.,.o. 

Yolll' worda Chat •roar 11 ~&pp~I"IIIOat 1D the 
alndll or ~· natlona of EIII"'pl0 are tragloall:r 
ti'QI. ':here ou earo11 b o ao etablo peaoo 
wmtll oonf14onoo la nat1onal and lnd1.,.ldual 
eoolll"lt;r banlahll tho 0&111111 of roar. But 4o 
aot Qtnt that )lrOiper1t7 11 tho aol o obJoot 
of ~~ natlo~ !be Aaerl ... peopl e, llko the 
people of ao aaQF other oount rloe, aoek tho 
roitoratloa of tbe rulo of 1ntoraat1onal 1 .. 
aDd ordar aaons tbe natloae 1n plaoo of tho 
Milo of ag~oolloa aft4 of foroo, oo t hat they 
aDd tbolr ohll droB 11117 oaoe 110re ll.,.o 1n a 
4oooa• aft4 a poliMflll. -rl4. Oal1 t h erob7 au 
\boF ti\IQOil ..... aohllft IIOIII"l'F. 



Thank r ou tor rour pereonal meaaage. It vaa good or rou to aend 1t, Pleaae g1Ye =7 varmeat reaeabranoea to r our daughter an4 
Bel11YI ae 

Your• Yerr e1noerelr, 



M7 dear ur. Preo1dontt 

I ha•• rooo1•ed tb1o aora1ns a porooaal letter 

fi'OII Jeff Oalforr under date of Apl'll 22 of wh1oh I 

aa .. n41nc fOil a oopf tor rour 1nforaat1on. 180UfU. 

rofarred to 1n tho lottea• U tho R1o 4a Jane1JOO aan­

acu of tho Intel'llaUoaal Bul1no .. llaoh1noa Corpora­

tion, a ••rr aloeo fr10D4 of Proa14ont versa• and a 

••rr able and ulldorot&Adlnc fl'1an4 of tho Un1to4 Stat ... 

Bollen • 

ra1 tbtullr roure. 

SUMHER 'NELLES 

lllo. 

For originAl or thla letter and enolosuro fro·• Cstfery 
Seo:Stato Dopt- Drawer - 1940 

!'be Pr .. 1dont, 

!'be White Hou ... 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

AE:11 30 , 1940 

l~y dear l·lr. President: 

Bert Hulen, correspondent of t he New York Ti mes , 
has Just left my of f ice . After a aeries of prelimlnory 
questions, he inquired whether you had ~ddressed any 
appeal to Italy to reoaln at peaoe. I replied that I 
knew of no peace nroposal that you had 1n mi nd under 
present conditions and that your statement after my return 
from Europe had made t hat situati on, 1n my Judgment, very 
clear. 

Hulen is about t he most reliabl e correspondent 
attached to the State Department Pnd is, in my Judgment , 
quite incapable of undertaking any underhanded means of 
getti ng news. lie works very closel y under and with Arthur 
Krock. It would seem to me possi ble t hat Arthur Krock, 
who is on int i mate terms with Lot hian, may have l earned 
from the l a tter that the Bri tish Government had reouested 
that you make en appeal to Italy and t hat Arthur Kr ock 
had t old Hulen to find out i f you had made anY move 1n 
t his regard. 

The President, 

The White Hous e. 



• 
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No one in t he Department has seen t he tel e grams 

s ent last night except myself , although , of course , t he 

ma t t er wa s t a lked over with various peopl e by the Secre­

tary before t he suggested draft wa s submi tted t o you . 

Believe me 

Fa thfully yours 



11a7 e, lNO 

~1 derr ~r. Ppte1~eata 

'1 • • tnolol1nc herewt 111 a ••orandu• I haYe 

• <1• ot rour eonereat1on Ott to<lar 1 • <Ide •tth tbe 

Ital1an A8baaea4or. 

BelleYe .. 

KilO. 

!be White Roaee. 

' J 

\~ 
I 



hT '· 1!10 • 

., 4ear Mr. Prel14entc 

In aoeol'4alloe wUh the requut oonta1ne4 1n 

JOU' aeaaran4ua ot lla7 a. I • eneloelnc he...-1tb 

a •uaeete4 replJ t or rou to • ell4 to Dala41er all4 

a oonnnc letter a44"1114 to 1111 lllllltt , 

lelle•e • 

Sumner \Ye ll"& 

lnoe. 

!'he Pree14eat. 

'l'he WhU• Bouu . 

Ro :Abovo corroa ondenco 
See:8lll Bull1tt- Drarer 4-1P40 (~ 3, 1940 m~) 



• ., •• liMO 

11 dear lr. Proo1dontt 

1 bel11YI fOU W111 bo ..Uie4 bJ a I'IOODt 1Dtor­

Gnaarl of p oroonal lott oro botwoon our W1n1otor 1n 

Bu4apoot, John MontiOIIII'f, and Oount Oo&kr, tho ror­

•11n 11D11tor. !bil oorr11pondonoo oonot1tutoo an 

UDIIIUal PAll 111 d1pl011at10 hlltor,. 

Rownor, ao a ••rr poo1UYo 11111 that noUhor 

tho R11ont nor tho Pr1ao M1n1otol' fool that lont­

soa•rr'• poo1t1on hal boon 1n tho 1l11btelt diiJ'II 

atfootod br U\1o row with tho r orl1p ll1D11tor, tho 

1\ogont on11 laot ••u oonfonod upon h1ll tho h141b11t 

4oooraUon of tho RUDCar1aa GoYoraaont Whleb, natu­

rallr, lllontp .. rr had t o rotuoo. 

Bll11YI •• 

boo . 

!ho Proo14ont , 

!ho Wh1to ICNII, 

J.( 

Po1thtull1 rouro, 

su:cn~r 1/alleo 

I. " ( ,., ' rv•-'·•/1" /~..,. 
' 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY O r STATE 

WASHINGTON 

May 6 , 1940 

~1y dear ~lr . Pre ei den t : 

I am r eturning t o you herewith lolr . Smith Hart' s 

l etter ot Apr il 20 and your memorandum ot l!ay 4 which 

you were good enough to send me on t ha t date so that I 

might read them. 

I am, ot course, hearti l y in a ccord with the opin­

ions set f orth in your memor andum . I believe there is 

nothing that woul d more r api dly and completel y dest r oy 

t he relati onship between t he Unit ed States and the o t her 

American Republics which you have buil t up than t o r the 

United States hersel f t o acquire ter r itory in South 

America . It , ae a resul t of the present war, step s have 

to be t aken t o prevent the Guianae or ot her European 

pos sessions trom passi ng into different European bands , 

I be l ieve t he Pan American t r usteeshi p idea woul d be the 

onl y pos s i ble solution. 

Believe me 

Enclosures : 
Memorandum, Hay 4, 1 940. 
From )!r . Smith Hart, 
April 20, 1940. 

The President, 

The 1./hi t e Hous e . 

F 



T H E W HIT E H OUSE 

/ 

WASHIN GTON 

~ay 1. , 1940 . 
Cont1Ciont1al 

l r ~OR-.NO\Jl.l FOR 

To r oad hnd return. 

F . O. R. 

Letter !roo S.itb Hart, St. llare Anas, 
504 liest 112tb St ., NYC , 4/20/40 to Irs . 
Roosovelt, 1n re the British, Dutch, and Trench 
Guianas, which represomt a solution or a large 
part or COJr unu ployaent, atx1 cow or t he Pre,1-
dent1 a memon1n!um to lira . Roosevel t . 



/ 
llay 4, 1940 . -

PZRSONAL AND C'&t'iFl P'lDI: I 

IIJ!I(OIW!DUII J'OR I, '1, 

There le muoh 'o bu •n l4 ror tbo 4eTelopment ot 
Brlehh, J'Tenoh f1lld llo~heJ•lando Oulana . 'fbe oltmate elona 
tha Co.,t And 6djaoent l oWl6Dd8 1e vil e •• 80 Tile that 
lt would coat huae •u~s t o make lire ehere inhabitable 
tor white people . 

The i.o t.ttrlor or ftll three Cul•n•• ie , 1o lars• .,art, 
unexplored dad 1naooeea1 ol e. I t would cos~ •«at auma to 
open up t b $ t~terior or the count ry . 

He•erth elea~ , ther• 1~ ~robably a good obanoe , 
throu6h oaretul plallii10.S , or bll1ld1 og up a atablo popll1o­
t1ou ot ••••rol mi ll ion peopl e oTer a ~erlod or yeera 
wl th tbo pooo1bll lty, though only a ~ooo1bll 1ty , ~bat tbo 
er pen41 t uxee • ould como back t a t ime. 

There ~re, ot oourae , two ~1tr1oult1 ee . ~oe t lre t 
t o ~ho p~loo tho~ • ould bo d~Dded by tho throe prooant 
ownet-a. 

Tho oeoorld 1a that it 1e nry doubttul if ~he 13n U od 
Sta~•• should unde~take sovcrel~ty or eole oharee or develop­
ment . I em , eontldentlally, cone14erlng t.be bro~stl tbO\"lf,ht 
or orea t.lcs a tom ot Pen Aller1cu tru.at &aahlp tor alt.ua­
~loao of ~hlo kio4, It io D DOW i4oa in intornotlon~l 
or Pan Amerloan relatlooahi~• but tt la wo~b atu4yl ne 
oopoololly it thoro io a r .. oto pooo1b111ty tha t tho 
Uerloa_n Republ ioe may be roroed to 4o e0121eth.lnl about 
IUropean poaaesal ons l n thi s H-.)aphere. 

I tbtnk lt l a btet not to dleouae tbta out loud , 
however . 

l .D.R. \ 



THE WHITE HOUK 
WASWIHGTOH 



Mra. lle•nor Rooaevelt, 
The Wbl te Rouao, 
Waah1ngton. D. C. 

DeQr Mre . Rooaovelt , 

I J ' I . 
., •• ' o!t' ~'\~ 

' ~ ~ arO Arroa, 
4P!f ~ _ l~ >' 1Ye8t ll2th St., 

J/04( • New 'lor!<, N. 'i. L• ( April 20, 1940 . 

\: 

A.l.ooat at our door sta aor 10 ~b.o CArlb'oottn lio the Br1t1eh, Dutch, and PrMoh Oul.anaa. ThoJ reprtuent, potentJs\lJ • 
a eolut1on or a large part or our \U\eaplo)'ment probl•; a vit-al need to the defense ot the •estern haa1ephero : end, perh~pa, a 
dac1a1•e Unk in the tuture 1n~ograt1 on or th., nstlona or tho new 
world into a United St.n.tea ot P(ln Alllerlcf\. 

The Oulana e , ¢oa pr1e1ng eomo 167, 000 square mil es , 
could nbeorb the e.nerg1ea ot m..tln1 or our people 1n tho produo t1on a.nd prooea alng ot nwatroue producta which we now lnport 1n vaat. 
quantltlta -- ch1e!l7 rr~ areas whtrt 1nettlclent. low pe l d coolie 
labor provides no aArket • hAteYer, 1n retu.r:\, tor our u.n~actt.red 
8)odl . It •e c01~ltt put our o-n people to wor:C producing ao:u ot 
these item• in the 0\lls.naa (negro and white 30Utnern aharecroppera .nd r.r~ere on the tropic coa4t , northeaers in the taaperate up­
l&nde } \.U lng modem Amor1oan produot1on methods, we would t\UtOiltl'lt• 
l oally oreate ~ larse now morket tor our own goode . 

To cite only one otthe advantages which would accrue 
to ua through posaeaalon or the Oul•naa - - we now !.aport M.lbber 
that J.a produced by oooll e p l tmtatJ.oh laborera to wbca we can aell 
notblnA !rom aoul"'Otl halt WAY arou,nd tho world trcx:a ua . It • o are 
ever involved io a war with a m&Jor naval power tho trAde routes over whloh our rttbber eupplles muet oome ooul d be cut by eneoy 
torcet •t euch d1etancoa rrom our n•val baaeo that it is doubttu ll 
whether we oould atreotlvoly ClaAr than. In the 0u1anaa we coulc1 produce fl.ll the rubber we need (and we OCI'\Stane vaat quantltlea) .... 
virtually ln ou.r own tront yard and ocploy our 011rn peOple in 1 tl production. 

!oo, •• a new Am:erioan trontler the OU1&nRa would t\lr­
n1•h "gre1t, new field tot' the !nveat:IIMt or 1d.le capital . There would be r Ailroads nnd highway ayatema, new towns 11nd c! ties to be 
built -- the innumerAble th ings a new land ln the prooo~a or dev­elopment muot tLAve and wht.ch the 1nduatr1al plMt or the Uni ted 
.St"tee 1a .so well equ1ppod to tum out . 

Aaerioan develo;.=ent ot the GU1Rna.t ehould be u.."'der­t.&ken • 1t.h a View to the1r ultlaate 1noorporat.1on 1nto tbe nRrton 
aa a t atee ra~er than at •ere colonl•l appen4agee . It would be 
•t•e to Keep in ~ind, in thls regard, thet thelr reeourees a r e lArge, t-hat •1m1larly a1tU!\tod South American n~tlona ot compAr­
able a1zt boast populationa running into the ~lllono , anct that , 



- 2 -

with the ccnetruct1on or lnterlor hlgh• •J• a.nd the openlnK \lP or the country to homestottdlng , tree plO)' would be g iven to the onter­prl sG of hundreds or thousnnde Of Amerlonna WhO ~re enger to tlnd Just auGh an outlet tor their enerel••· 
Talclntt the war al tuat1on ln Qlrope into tull cona1dor­et1on n.nd r•e.ob~rlng pftrt1oulftrly the Jmpora tive n eed ot the Alli ea tor both American goode and Ameri can good wtl l •• lt should no t be too dttrtcult t o ~rrlve at a t alr agre.aont to p~rch&ee the outanAe through {1) c~ •~r debta owod ua , l2) our aurplua products , (3) credl t.a tor aanuractured aoocta or (4) eaeb on the line -- or perhspe & oCBblnatlon of All four . Their OUlnnA holc:U nga 4re not tn any aen~e integral parte of t he Brltleh , Fre.nch or Dutch Qzlp1re3 . They thuselvee bought thee. or approprlftttd. thell to begin with Md have done nothing Wl th the because tho1 haYO Yaater hOld.lnga or ll s~llar charActer wlth huge euppll es ot cooli e labor 1n the Par £$a t . 

Strateglcal11, the Ou!Mal a re or no value to an7 Eu:rope&n nation a-ave •• a threllt to the aee\lrl t7 ot Merica a r eason tor le•vtng them 1n the possoealon or tbrolgn powe rs th~t we oou.ld hardly be expected. to a pproch.te . 

German ael&u re or the Netherla.nda (wh1ch the wor.ld 11 IICIIle.ntar117 awaiting) and " aubaoquent "break• through the Br1t1th t'loet would torce u a to oecup1 Dutch Oulana tor our own protection . And we might be confronted. wi th t he necoaalty or w~g1nfl wAr in t he ptocoae . Similarly, 1n the oaee or British and French Oulana, whlle aost ot us re~l rolat1Ytl1 sure th~t the All!ea • 111 win tho preae'"1it we.r, •• do not, 1\fter all , h••e any aeeurance •M tsoever tht\t they actually w-1 11 ...... partlculsrly it Oorm~t.ny is joined openly bv Kuaela ~ Ita ly o.nd perhapa Jap-m . If the totA11tor1an nat1one do win, they OILn nttturally be e xpec terl to asaunae proprlotor sh1p or U lled ool.>n1al poaaetalon.s. In t ueb Oll\10 the United States wo1.1ld autoaatlcally be thrust ln to war agalntt th~ tor poatea~ton of these r ootholda on the South American oontlnant . 

Oeographlcal ly sl tuatoJ to be of ~eat atrateg l e Laportanee l n tho doteneo or the Acerlc &a , the Guiana• are at preaent a dangorousl7 Yulnerable • weak epot• . !heir ael&ure by hoatllt naval powera would bAr us tJOom all aoceaa to Sou th Ao~rlcA through the AtlRnt i c •• would leave tho aoutbe rn Caribbenn door to the Pol>tu:1a ConAl in anomy bAnd I. 

1o ua, therefore, tho OulanAa are or inealoul~ble atr ategle value. Poaaeaaion of them would gi v o ua (1) the me a n s of clo aing th e door t hrcugh tho southern CA ribbotm to tho ¥~;~ntWn. Canal (a d oor Which n ow aw1Dg1 a jar) and (2) a base rroo which An b er1 can fleet eould erteotlvely bar &ot~eas t.o South America co hottlle IQropean powera. 

To recapttu.lllto briefly : f ull oxpl,.,i ta.tlon of thfll OuJ.a.naa would ( l ) give wo r;c to groat nUIIbera or our pe:ople ; 
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(2) provl.d.e a w ld~t new t1eld tor t.he prot'ltable lnve"~ent o~ idle 
tundt; (3) aolve our rellet probl .. •~ le•s~ tn part ln eo rar •• it atteotl ~plOJiblee ; (4) fiCllltl~l the do!enel at tbe western 
hulaphere . 

Theee taotort are or vital noncern to Am er1o~ . 

A nonp~ r t1ean citizen~• committee 3hould be rormed to 
worlc out a pr ogram tor the ,.cq,uh\t1M an,t developaent or the 
0\l l al\al by the Unit~ States , and to puth th'\t progrf'lll throutjl to 
a aucoeaetu~ concluelon . Thi s 1~ a pro~ram ln which ~11 ~ertca 
coul4 coOperate •bol~e111rtedlJ tlnoe 1 t. would be of bt-net'l t to the 
ent1ro nat10!'1. 

Wi l l you help me t o got the bAll rol11ngt I nm work­ing on a new book and have nei ther thft ~lmo ~or tho oeAn~ to get 
out and organ! ze auoh a oomc.!ttoe by myaolt -- thourh mortt th'Ul wiLling, ot course, to do my share . I reel sure thAt lf you get 
behl~ th la th1ng ~d ,lve lt ~ lnltl~l push, lt w11- aoon ;r~vel l'llonp; on lta own aoaontua . Publlott.:r 1• , or eourae , U\t greetoa~ need •t tho aoment '"4 • person ln your posltlon could ~ve lt thftt taally . 

CAJ\ you ate yot~r way clear to serv o on •uch rt comol ttoot 
Porn~pa aa a 3pOoaor lt not as an aot1ve member? 

Sinc~roly , 



Jay 7 . 1940 . 

''E''ORA!IDII'' TO I'RESIDE'IT FRO ' Slfl'NEP ~EILES , 

Tra.nalit a OO"""f ot a eonfldential de•pate-h 
tToa Embaaay In Car aeaa dated Apr il 27 , 1~. 
Subjeot •-noaalble thraata to tho Ialande of Curacao and Aruba 

Seo • ~otho rlnnda rol dor- Orawer 4-1940 

,-



a -... .tou r o r )'0\1 1" lUt.er o~ ar<: >t. 
11:11'1 ' ' )'01<1" "tt1'M le o~ \) • altuat1o1 1• 
Oreac e . Aa yo know, f a al~a clad to 
LaYe 70 .r co n ta a'tlt J I o • tl'.at •• 
o~ca1lo '""'~t• 70u • I 1 co . t1nue to 
••~ tla t.o ~ 1., perto"al let.tere. 

~ • liio'IOI"'llt) • 
I.i:lcol a oef ar:l •• 

'"~rii"a • nh l or, 
Att er.s • 

/\.~.., ... ~.u.. 1./ - I '1 '-/ t 
/ ... •<- -

-



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Kay 18, liMO. 

MDORAIDOll FOR 

0 APT Allf OALL.AOR.d 

Will rou 1pealt 'o .. 
abou' 'hilt 

r . D. a. 

Letter to the President from 
Under Secretary Welles in re Admiral 
Courtney's pro- Cerman atti t ude . He 
is in oommand our our speoial squadron 
now bneed at Lisbon . 

' \ 



• f w. l 

ll7 doar Ill'. Pr .. idoat1 

Allbaua4or Wed4oll 41'oppe4 iD •o ••• •• tbia 1101'11-

illl. lo ~ JlP' rohi'De4 oa loa•• troa lla4ft4 aa4, oa 
aoeoiUlt ot the erS.Uoal eS.hat1oa, ia p1PII1111 t o n1 
baa •Uid.a the Mat t• 4ql, 

lo to14 u that lions.. Pell aa4 Ulo OftUelor of 
CIIU' Lo1at1oa iD LUboa boUI epoko to bla of UM -~ 
... -at tho Merhaa L&~aUoa ... -e4 b7 Ulo OJ)OalJ 
pro-Ooraaa att1t114o tllkea 'bJ A4airal OollnaoJ in ooaaan4 
of nr ep oOS.al oqua4roa ao• b .. e4 ot LS.Oboa. Mr. Wo44oll 
to14 •• 1:bat ho bS.uolt ha4 ltaOWII A4aiJ'al OOIU'tU7 'llhoa 
Ulo Aabaaea4or ••• Ooaeul. OonoJ'al iD A1:bODI on4 at that 
Uu -- nont7-f1Yo Jaai'O ap - A4111Nl OouJ'tnq ... no-
1:0J'iCNa for hU p ro-OONaA he11ut1ou. tho Allb .. la4or 
la14 that ho ha4 oouoq•aUJ tllkoa Ulo 'I'Oilblo of talJt­
illl wS.UI A4a11'al Oou'tnOJ 'ldloa ho e1:0ppo4 at Lleboa toa 
cbiF8 ap aa4 that troa iiiiUoaUou 11•• to hla la hle 
IIODYOJ'Iat1oa nUl Adail'al. OollJ'tUJ, bo blllOYo4 that tbo 

n. p,...ueat, 

tho WhUo HeNao. 



ooapla1DU aa41 b)' BIMh Pill and the t.eraUOD ltatt WIN 

thoJ'OI&Ibl7 JueUth4. 

ftll• lld'orsaUoa ••- to .. ot nttloleat 111p0rtanoe 

to warrut ltl bi1DC 111\alUed to )'eN lD tho O'l'eDt that )'Oil 

oOGilder U Juat1t11• tbl ropla-oat Oil A4a1ral Oolu'h17 

b7 •••• other ott1oer. 

lol1en .. 



T H E WHITE H OUSE 
WASHINCiiON 

Juno 1, 1940. 

li !:liORA:IlX/11 ~'! 

IIR. !'OP.ST!R 

Action has been con?leted on tho matter 

outlined in t he atteehed l e t t er. I have made 

an oral report to the President, and this 

letter ~ now be filed . 

J . CALLAGHAN , 
otaio, u. s . tlavy, 

Naval Aide to t he President. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

llay 18, 1940, 

!IEliORAliDUU FOR 

0APTAll1 CALLAGHAN 

Will you speak to ms 

about this? 

F. D. R, 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1940 

My dear ILr. President : 

Ambaoeador Weddell dropoed in to see me this morn­
til?;. He has just returned on leave from Madrid and, on 
account of the critical situation, is olanning t o fly 
back within the next ten days . 

He told me that Bertie Pell and the Counselor of 
our Legation in Lisbon both eooke to him of the embar­
raeemAnt the American Legation was caused by the ooenly 
t>ro-German attitude taken by Admiral Courtney in command 
of our enecial squadron now based at Lisbon. Mr. Weddell 
told me that he himself had known Admiral Courtney When 
the Ambassador was Consul General in Athens end at that 

time - - twenty-five years ago -- Admiral Courtney was no­
t orious for hi e oro-German inclinations , The Ambassador 
said that he had consequently taken the trouble of talk­
i~~ with Admiral Courtney when he stonned at Lisbon ten 

days ago and that from indications given t o him in hie 
conversation with Admiral Courtney, he believed that the 

The President , 

The White House. 



oomol&lnts made by Bert ie Pell and the Lega tion starr were 

thoroughly Juetitied. 

This infor mation seems to me ot surticient i~uortance 

to warrant i t a being submitt ed to you in the event that you 

ooneider i t justifies the replacement or Admiral Courtney 

by some other ot t1cer. 

Believe me 

lY yours , 



Letter trom Sumner Wel les of May 20 , 1940 
to the President re attached telegram from 
Bullitt of same date re 25 old PM obsolete 
plane• wbi oh France would like to buy eto, 
Preaident'a msno to Welles of May 22, 1940 
attached. 

SeesBullitt folder-Drawer 4-1940 
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M ay 20, 1940 

M7 4ear Xr, Pree14eata 

In reeponee to 701&1' req~ll' of Ma7 lG, I aa 

tranea1t,1nr herewith a 4raf' of a replJ to Aabaeea4or 

Wl44ell1 e let••• to ro• of Aprll 18, lt40, The l e•t•r 

traa Xr, Vl44ell, tore•her Yl~ lte enoloeure, 11 

r eturDI4 bePIYlth, 

EnolOIIU'ell 
1 . rro. Aabaul4or 

Vl44ell 4ab4 
ApP11 l'i lt40, 
V1 th eno oeure, 

2, Drat• of replJ, 

The Pr1114eat, 

The Vhl te Ro•ee. 

SUMNER WELLES 

~· f. 

.p' 



May <JO, 1040 

M7 doar Mr . Prooldoa\1 

I attaoh a draft lottor t o Mr. DaY14 ~rar. 
Aaor1ou XlD1ohr at Dublla, wb1oh ro• UJ wlolll. to 
ooad 1a rooponoo to hlo letter dated April 30, 1~40 
1a ro&ar4 to tbo Loaat1on roe14onco at Dublln. Aa 
off1olal laotruotlon lo 10lng forward t o Mr . Gra7 at 
DD O&rlJ 4ato. fbo lnotruotlOD Will bo la creator 
dot all thaa •u propo01d loU or •o-Mr. ~...,. 

Pa1tbtallJ ,_...., 

Eaol001li'OOI 
1. ~ 1•••·· .. lllalotor ~raJ. 
2. CopJ of doapatoh ......... 

ru Prl014ont, 

fho OUo llouo. 

I ,, ' I e-. ' 
/J • r' 
r~: ~ J 

-1- -1' -- ~'J· 
' J I .._ - l 

Ullllor Sooro•arr 

. ./ Oj '"--1 Jq If fl 
~ ~ .... ) <I!! ..._ -

,._ , •I - I 1 V C. 

) \ 



~~··· P- F: W.c !kv 
T HE WHITE H O U SE 

WAIHINGTON 

KEILOR.UDW rat 

TRJ: I1JfDIR SECRETARY or SfAft: 

Tbe eD.Olo .. d 41epatoh worriee 

•• . le there eOM •>' 111 wh1ob the 

Xill1eter,. of U:Ng\1&7 1n 11Uh1JICiol1 

and ll.r. 11llon 111 Xo11tertdeo call 

pt word t o the U;ruaua)'u Oonna­

aent t hAt Ule United Stat .. h 

c0110erud 1Uld thAt 1t would be a 

p1 \y tor Pu .t1Mr1can eol14&ri \f 
1t reporte ot Ulte kind were to 

p\ 1Jlto the J)Qlll1o preee, ,..\her 

the)' are true or ao\! 

r. D. R. 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY 01' STATE 

WASHINGTO N 

~20, 1940 

My dear Mr . President: 

; 

With reference to your memorandum or May 20 concern­
i ng Nazi activities in Uruguay, the Uruguayan Government 
a uthorities, the day f ollowing the receipt or this tele­
gram trom Minister Wi lson, took steps to investigate 
Nazi aotivities in ~wntevldeo, and it i s my understanding 
t hat several alien pr opagandists are being tried . 

I am, however, talking to t he Uruguayan !~1n1Ster here 
with regard to t he report and I am asking l!r . Wilson to 
do the same thing in Hontevi deo , since I think that th18 
indloa t i on or int erest on our part would probably be 
useful and sti mulate effective action by the Uruguayan 
Government. 

Believe me 

Enclosure : 
No . 68, May 15, 
from Montevideo. 

The Prelident, 

The White House . 

uU y yours 



I 

~i.o ttltgrMI rJUa t be: 
closely porap~oed ~crorr 
~ins oClDmlnica ted to =ronc . 
(C) 

Sccr<te>ry of Ste>te 

Waahtnaton 

68, !.l'l'f lS, 10 a . m. 

HoMev1<1eo 

Dn trd L:tv 15, 1940 

Reo ' d 10:35 " · " · 

-...i'i'TU8Ta!f SCNIIOEUf?Afs: FOR THE SECRETARY AND utTD~ 

SECRETARY. 

Sinor IllY return from Brntil ten de>ya aso I hnVE 

nottd nn 1norco.ac 1n 1;n~1 e.ot1v1t1ca here . In thr rae£ 

of thio thrrr 11 indifference tuld npothy on the p!U't 

ot govt:rnmcnt arr1c1a1o a.nd 1n ctrtelD ooac3 somtt.ll!na 

wor•e • While there t a no 1~cd1Cltc de>ngrr the o1tuat1on 

hao ser1ouo poaa1b111t1ca . 

Rtpor t by 1'1<l11 tollowo . 

~ilLS ON 

l!LP 



My dear Nr. Preetdeat 1 

• 1ua Hf'- w TOV -raa4• of Ma7 20 oonotl"ft-
11'1& lad .. unue~ 111 111-ufa.T, tae Uncuqa~~ OoYeruent 
a utbol"ltl .. , tile 4q followtnc the reoelpt of thll ttl._ 
cr~ fro. Klnlet.,. Wlleon, took e t epe to t n•••tt sate 
la&l aoUY1tlee 111 Hont..,llleo, llftll u u 1117 underU&IIdt na 
Ulat ..,..al all• J)I'O,...n4.1ete aH betnr tr1e4 . 

I .. , bow..,.,., talklnl to t be Urt.~~uqan N1n1ettr here 
vlUI HPr4 to ua. report d4 I .. ..Uac Mr. lrl llon to 
ilo the epe tblq 1a Kontn14eo, dace I thlak that tb11 
1JI41ea t1on of 1ntereet oa oar part voul4 p~bablT ~ 
u.eetul aa4 ett..ul ate etteotln aouoa b7 the l:ruguqan 
lkw-llt • 

.. u ...... 

IMlOtlll'tl 
••••• l q 18, 
,.. • ..,.,..,ldto. 

ftWI Pree14tllt, 

ftle 1011w ao .. e. 

PaUhfllllJ' Tolll'e , 

Sw:mer Welle• 



j 

) $J , ... .{ \ 
THE UNDER SECRI!:TARY OF" STATE J t ~ ~ -

d y' ' WASHINGTON 

MAY 24, 1940 
t J '' 

My dear Mr. President: 

After my conversat i on with hi m regarding the reports 

or Nnzi aotiv1 ties in Uruguay I t he H1n1ater or Uruguay 

cabled hie government and hae today communicated to me 

the contents or a message he hae received from Montevideo. 

The Mi nUter tells me that hie Foreign Hinieter informs 

him that the Ur uguayan Oongrese has appointed a committee 

which ia now investigating subversive activitiee in 

Uruguay and t hat as a result of the investi gat ion, a law 

will pr obably be enacted prohibiting i n &tringent terms 

any activities or the character mentioned. The IUnister 

wae further informed that his government is not aware or 

any i moediate danger as a reeult or these activities. 

I shall continue to be 1n touch with the lUn1e ter 

regPrding developments, 

Believe me 

ull.y yo 

The President, 

The White Rouse . 



v 

MB7 22, lMO 

., dMr Kr. Pn•14••• 

l • 111ba1 Was tar J'OIU" oone141raUon, 8114 foP 

J'Oilr dpdllll"e thD\ll4 10'l appJ'IQYe , a laUer e441'ee• " to 

Dr. bult B. "'""• PJo .. 11\en' ot thl l'laU onal Aoa4Uif' of 

w-.... 
1 haft 41tOU.Ie4 \he •II!>JM' ~~atter with Genwal 

Narsh&ll ~ he tt.• 'o4q vrl uen c " to 187 tha.t he 11 

1n Ml ~-• ana bell ... •• t b&t \he won wh1oh n 
11 lt~gUeeted be Wldertuen bJ the l!aU oul Aod.ell)' ot 

Bcienot• woul4 be of .,..,., ~"at Yalue. 

hU..,. Ill 

raltht\1117 1ou"• 

Sumner Welle• 

'ftle .... u.,, 
'fbi Wh1tl Ito .. • . 

-
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THE U NDER SECRETARY 01' STATE 
WASHINGTON 

!la y 2~. 1940 

Dear Mr. President: 

Vith reference to your requee t tor a complete tile 
or otticial deepatohe• received at the Department ot State 
trom Europe i n t he period April 9 - May 22, 1940 which 
contain evidence ot t he bombing trom t he air by German 
forces ot civi lian populations or retugeee, I encloee an 
itemized me~orandum which I believe contains the informati on 
you desire . 

FaitH ully youre, 

Encloeure: 
Memorandum 

The President, 

!be Ybite Houee. 



-
... ,_ 

•• 
6/U/40 

..-_.,-..... 



April 9 

Aprtl 11 

Oalo'e &&, Aprll 9, 6 p.a., report• boablng ot ho~•• 

ln tbe Norwegian oapltal . 

Oelo' a 67, April 11, 9 p.a. g i vea Naval Attaohe'e 

report on the bombing and aachlne-gunnlng at rrederlcka tadt 
and tt&tea no rtelatance poaalble or g!Y@n to thle 

lnora41ble boablng. 

Apri l 12 St ockhol•'. 2:1oO, Aprll l 2, e P• •• ' g l vee Kre. Ha:rrtcan I. 
I JIW!tneaa &ooount Of tbe bombing &t Zlveru. 

Aprtl 10 Stockhola 1 e 2?6, Apr il 1&, 10 a.a., gtvea Xra. Harriman'• 

April 23 

oplnlon that Geraan boablt1g and ucbl.ne-gunnlng a t Elveruc 

and N7ber egund ba4 no milltarr obJeo tl• e. 

St ookholm'• 284, Apri l 1&, quotee ling HaAion to t he 

ett tot that ~rmana had bombed 01Y111a n popul&tlon causing 

terrible eutt~rlng to vosen and children. 

8tookhola 1 t 3eg, April ~. r t porta ma ohlne•gunnlng ot 
tvo amal l t1eh1ng Yeeeele. 



Max 10 

Hay 11 

The NetherlfDdt and Belgium 

Oommunioationa between our mieeiona at The Hague and 

Bruaeela ware severed eo soon atter the German invaelon t hat 

rew reports have been received !rom thoae capitals. 

The Consul General at Antwerp reported on Hay 10 that 

the For~ Motor Plant at Antwerp waa bombarded that day and 
4 Belgian employees were wounded. 

Aabaeaador Bull1ttin hie 601, May 10, 9 a.m. reported 

a telephone conversation with Ambassador Cudahy 1n Brusaela 
to the errect that without any warning a large fleet or 

German bombers bombed Bruaeele at 0:15 that morning. One 
or the bombe dropped 300 reet trom the American Embaeay 

which 1e 1n the residential quarter or the city. 

Ambassador Bull1tt 1n h1a 62~, May 10, 8 p.m., reported 

a telephone conversation with Ambaaeador Cudahy to the errect 

that the Germane during the day had dropped many incendiary 
bomb e. 

The Hague'• 164, M17 10, noon, reports bombing or the 
Dutch capital. 

Ambaaaador Cudahy r eported in hie 108, May 11, noon, 

that the Germa,ne were bombarding Brueeela !rom the air, 



May 10 

France 

Ambassador Bullitt reported in hie 600, May 10, 8 a . m., 

that the Germane bad dropped bombs on various open towns in 

France, notably Laon and Vlllere-Ootterets. 

Ambassador Bullitt in hie 602, May 10, 10 a . m., reported 

that the Germans bad bombed the open towns of Colmar, Nancy, 
Vitry-le-Franooie, Dunkirk, Calaie and Lilla . C1v111ans in 

all these plaoee were killed and wounded. 

Ambassador Bull1tt 'e 604, May 10, 11 a.m., stated on 
the authority of M. Rochat that the Germane had bombed 

entirely civilian quarters in Nancy, killing 16 o1v111a ns 

and wounding 30. 

The Ambassador reported from Paris in hie 600, May 10, 

11 a.m., word from Consul Carter at Calais that the Germane 

had bombed that town, killing 10 people with an unknown 
number of wounded. 

The Ambaeeador'e 622, May 10, 7 p.m., reported the 
inveetigation of the Aaeietant Naval Attache for Air and 

the Assistant Military Attache for Air into the bombing 
at Mary. Bomba tell on t he outakirts or the town 

demolieh1ng a two-etory atone houee and damaging others, 

killing and wounding eeveral people. The raid was made 

in daylight in good vieibility conditi one. 

Ambaseador Bullitt'e 624, May 10, 10 p. m. reported a 

further list of open towne which had been bombed. 

Max 12. 



Hay 12 

Mav 14 

May 15 

May 18 

MIY 20 

Ambassador Bullitt'e 635, May 12, ll a.m., reported 
that 14? civilians, among them many vomen and children, 
had been killed in German air raids. 

Ambassador Bullitt in hie 65?, May 14, ? p. m. , reported 
eyeWitness accounts or German bombinge in Belgium and 
Luxemburg. He said: "Neit her men, nor women, nor children 
are being spared. The tales ot horror pate all beliet.• 

Ambassador Bullitt'e 6??, May 15, 3 p.m. , reported an 
investigation by the Military and Naval Attaches tor Air 
into bombings at Toul, Nancy and Morhange. This report 
gives details of the bombings ot the military hoepitale 
at Toul. 

Ambassador Bullitt's ?47, May 18, 7 p.m., described 
the v1oioueneee ot the German attack 1n vhioh every living 
thing in the t1.ghting area is considered legitimate prey 
of the Germane. Pathet1o refugees are considered good game 
by German machine-gunners and pilote. 

Ambassador Bull1tt 1 s ?61, May 20, noon, reported 
bombing or LeHavre. 

The Ambassador's ??5, May 20, 6 p.m., gives further 
detaile or the bombing at Le Havre, including the sinking 
ot a terry-boat v1th a lots or 13 livee. 

The Ambaaeador' e 7?8, May 20, quotee Vice Prime M1niater 
Chaute~ regarding t he machine-gunning or vomen and child 
refugee e. 

The Ambassador's ??2, May 20, 6 p.m. , reportP the 

bombing and machine-gunning or oolumne ot refugees. He 

g1vee 



gives the eyewitness account of Madame Mo~t ot the 
machine-gunning of a group ot children who were leaving 
Soiaeone. He quotes an American, Mr. Barton Hall, regarding 
the bombi ng or Comp1egne, 1nolud1ng hospitals and tra1ne. 



TH!: UHDt.R SECitUAR'f' Or STA'ft 

WASHINGTON 

M1 dear Mr. President: 

In complanoe wlth the requeat oontain&d 

ln .rour met'loro.nduo o f HA,Y 24, I am enoloelng 

a euggaated reply for you to eend to Claude 

Bowera in response to hla letter to you ot 

lla7 H . 

Believe oe 

£noloaurea : 
To Mr. Bowers. 
Froa Hr . Bow era, 

May 14, lQ40. 

The Presiden t , 

The Vhite House. 

t /I 

I 
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TJ.t!. UNDE.R SI!:CACTAJtY Or SToUI!: 

WASHINGTON 

lla1 24, 1&40 -

KT dear Mr. Proe1dont: 

I believe you will be 1ntoreeted 1n a 

personal l etter I hPve reoelved today trom 

Norcan Aroour in Bueno• A1re• ot Wh1oh I 

011 tranaCil ttl.ng a oop)'. 

BeUeve =• 

tnoloaure: 
PI"om Norman Armour, 
May 17, 1940. 

1'be Pres ident, 

!he 1i'b.1 to Hou.oe, 



COPY 

Dear Sumner: 

EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AHERIOA 

Buenos Aires, l~ay 1?, 1940 

I have s ent off my reply to your tel egr am received 
this morning to t he effect that we cannot agree to give 
appr oval to t he Argentine Government 's propo sed change 
in the Uruguayan draft note, even though not to be used . 

Opntilo accepted it with pret t y good gra ce, He was 
inclined to bluster a bit at first but then calmed down 
and a ssured me he realized that unity was the great thing , 
particul~rly a t this time, and t hat what he and t he 
President especially desired was to keep step •11i th us, 
He wi shed at times we could make t his a little easier. 
He r ealized, however, t hat we had our diff icul ties, 
al though he thought perhaps we did not always appreciate 
theirs to the full , He showed me a poster t hey had Jus t 
oonfisoated , s everal t housand or which had been printed, 
demanding in big red letters the resigna tion or Oantilo 
b ecause of hie alleged attempt to bring Argentina into 
the war through hie s tand on non-belligerency, The poster 
called on all Argentines to stand firm f or neutrality 
and for ke epi ng out or war. This was, Oantilo said, of 
course Nazi-inspired, 

I have no doubt t hat what he had in mind was that 
had we been able to support their proposal in principle-­
that is, a strengthening of the Uruguayan t ext--this 
would have helped the Government here, particularly 
Dr, Ortiz end himsel f, in a somewhat di fficul t s i t uation 
they are facing in the pro-Na zi group which appears to 
be making some gains due to the very effective German 
propaganda directed by the German Embassy and the un­
limited funds t he latter seem t o have a t their disposal 
apparently t hrough levies on German firma and members ot 
the German community. 

Dr, Ortiz , ie, I think, becoming really worried both 
by t he internal situation as well as what would be in 
store for them in the event of a German victory in Europe, 
I see t his reflected in Oant ilo who in his cal mer moments 
seems at last convinced of the necessi t y of cooperating 
more closely with us , 

The Honorable 
Sumner Wel les, 

Under Secretary of State, 
Wa shington, D, 0 
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In this connection he asked me parti cula.rly to give 
you a meeeage . He said that he feels th~t many in the 
United States do not understand Argentina and incorrectly 
interpret their attitude as unfriendly to the Uni ted 
States. He admitted tha t in the pest , at any rate, t here 
may have been justi fication t or this fee l ing . He feels 
sure that you do understand them and appreciate thei r dif­
ficulties. He a l so feels, ho1.;ever, that you may still have 
i n mind the Saavedra Lamas days but hopes you wi l l realize 
that those days are now gone, no t to return. He was in 
Rome, far from the scene of action, when Saavedra Lamas 
took hie stand on our proposed l ease of destroyers to 
Brazil, a poei tion which h e quite understood must have 
irrita ted you-- justly--beyond measure. All he a sks now is 
to cooperate ,.,i th us: to keep i n e tep with us: and i t t he 
worst oomee to the worst and we are forced into t he war, 
he wants his country to be shoulder to shoulder 1d th us . 
To be sure, their assistance from a materia l point of 
view woul d per haps not prove very effect ive, but he does 
feel t he moral effect at any rate might be worth quite a 
little. There was more along thes e lines but t hi s i s the 
s1 at of v;hat he had to say . Oantil o, as you know, is a 
difficul t man to f athom. He is not overly intelligent, 
incli ned to be superficia l and very much swayed by hie 
feeli ngs at the moment . I n fact he is eo changeable and 
moody that at times I am almost at a lose as to how to 
keep our reports to you at ell clear and r easonably con­
s i stent. But t oday a t least I r eally received the impres­
s ion, whatever the motives pr ompting him, that the man 
felt deeply what he was saying . 

May I suggest, if not too much trouble t o you , t hat /1 
\

you might write him a personal line, saying that you have 
received this message from me of h is d esire to work closely 
with us and to keep Argentina in s t ep with our Government 
on the larger quest ions i n which we are all so vital ly 
interested . I kno1~ this woul d be greatly Rpprecia ted and 
I feel sure it would have a good effect . 

Incidentally, as evidence of one of the smaller points 
of diffi cul ty, he menti oned earlier i n hie conversation 
this morning our Government ' s sell ing subsidized wheat and 
corn abroad, making it increasingly diff icul t for Argentina 
to dispose of its large surpl us crops , parti cularly corn . 
I do not know whether t here is anything t hat you can do, 
perhaps through Wal l ace, or whether t his is a matter which 
has come to your attention through Espi l . But could any­
thing be done or per haps some explanati on be given as t o 
the necess i ty l eading to our act i on in t his respect, I 
t hi nk this might have a good effect . 



I hope I have not bot cer ed you too muoh duri ng these 
l~st days by my t elephone oalla . I know how frightfully 
busy and anxious you must be wi th the gr~ events 1n 
Europe 8pparently becoming wor se ~nd wor se And hope you 
Hi l l fo r give these i n t errupt i ons. 

1·/i th 1111 good \·li &hee , 

Always ei noerel y yours , 

NORMAN ARI~OUR 
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11&7 2t' 1 lito --
MDIORAIIDOIC I'OR 

BOll. SUMIIER VELU:a 

Do you ~ink 1t would be all rlgM 

to eend the tollov1ng aeeeagee Yla Berlin 

eYen it the Germane do :read theat 

1. ~ John Cudah7, aru .. ele 

You and )'Oure are -oh ln a)' ~ougbte 
and I aa proud ot )'Ou. 

2 , ~ Gordon, the Hague - eaae aeuage 

:5. How about a pereonal ••••age t o 
Daiey Harr1aan -- eaae aeeeage. 

All to be elgned PJ-anklin D. RooeeYelt. 

r. D. R. 

,, 



THE UNDER SECR!TA.RY OF STATI 

WASHINGTON 

May 24, 1940 

l!y dear Mr. Proaldont: 

I he&rtlly approve the eusgeatlon oon­

t ttlnod 1n your memorandWJ or Hay 2• a.nd I 

have , oonaeauftntlyJ sent by telegr&m today 

the poreonal a eaeagee you dea1re4 addreaeed 

to CudaJ:l7, Oordon, and Dalay Karrlu.n. 

Belle•• • • 

the Preaident, 

Tho Wh1to Houoo. 



I 
THE UNDER tCC"CTAAY' OF ITATC 

WAIIoi!HOTON 

My dear Hr . P~taldtnt: 

'.../\ I 

V1~h tur tbtr rtterenot to Na~l •otlYl tlea 1n Uruguay 

you cay be ln terotted ln ~n e41tor1ftl whloh apptftrtd on 

April 18 1n the newspaper kJ Linea Stgtr14o, ft Oerm&n 

t:•zl paper publlabe4 1..n Mont ... l deo b7 t:al.l prop.ACftr)dlatt. 

Du.rlno the p&lt tew 4t.7t, Urugu&yan publlo opinion 

hal turned very etrongly ,.g&inat Hlld 1\0tlvl tlel or tbJ.a 

k1n4 an4 ll:.l 0o¥trnae.nt Mt alrta47 tllken atronc uaa­

urot to aupprett the aore 4angeroua t o MILI or Oeraan 

aotlvl ty. 

Enoloti.are : 

ftL·· 
Cow o r editorial. 

1'he Preudent , 

The ~"bl u Kouae. 

( 
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TlWl8l.ATIOI1: LA L!II!:A 3IOFRIDO , Aprll 18. 1940 

~eLU:s ':'HE Rurr un 

Sumner Wellea, the ruttian, vaa aent by RooeeYelt, 
~he Jev, to ~urope ~0 ln~ervlev the chllfl or state or 
the na~iona involved 41reo~l1 or indlreo~ly in thil grea~ 
oon!llo~. 

The whole world, exoept LR L!nen Sigfrlda , though~ 
that tho gentleman crook (caballero de lnduetr i a) Sumner 
Welleo wne goi ng ~o Europe inopired in t he most sacred 
prinoi plee or humRDity. 

Welles promioed, before Ood ~nd before Hietory, to 
t&ke with hlo to hla grave ~he eeorete or hls interview• 
with Hitler, with Kueeolini, with ~he armament manufac­
turer Churchi ll, vith the htu-beon Daladier and &lao 
with the Hol y Father Piue XI. 

It appeared, or at leaat he ·ave tho impression be­
for ~be newspapermen vho bombarded hla with questions, 
~ . is l ips would no~ utter a word or what had been 
confided to him by the European ohiefe or state. 

I~ goes wlthou~ uying tha~ neither Hltler nor l!ue ­
aolini (here the expreeeion 1 Kir8 que nones• - Spanish 
plural equlv&lent or ~he eJaoull~ion "What a man•) said 
MYthlng to h im ~ha~ would be uuful ~o Englnnd or France. 

In thO mids~ or his interview Wi~h Hitler he had to 
aok tor permi ss i on to leave the room for a re"'' minutes: 
Hitler ' s ~aze, wb1oh is qui~e differen t from that or 
Roooevolt s , made ~be sruoe erteot on hie as that of Pag­
liano (n e~rong purgative impor~ed tram I~alY by Don 
Vioonto Costa) and when be called on t-luasolln1 the 
latter offered him a glass or Chianti and Or1gmolino 
vines which intoxicated the envoy ot Jacoibo (sio) 
Rooeevelt. 

This 1a how it happened t hat, ln hie unawareness, he 
laid that England and l'r~noe bad already prepared the cap 
or the nev Europe ae it vould appear when this var ended, 

This farce of ftoOIOYilt 1 1, 11ke all farCeS Of de~o­
raoy, v1ll end in a gigantio oatao~ropbe. 

The E.rth v1ll be blown ~ bl t1 Md we will go forth 
~o torm oart of ~bose other vorlda whioh lnh&bi ~ SPice. 

There are eighteen mill ion bayone~s in Germany and 
ten aillion bayonets in ItAly. 

The gl ganti o aer ial fleet or Goering (30 ,000 air 
dreadnoughts) is nov reAdy: it only Ava1~e ~be signal 
to s~IU'~ . 

The long d1stanoe oannone (11000 kilome~ors) are 
1lreA4y eet in varioue plaoee ot uer=any . 



/ 
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The I,Rll an ~erl~l fleot h~e in rta41ntll ltt 
•pretantl1 tor all the Engllth ltrAttgloal pOinte l n 
t.he Mt41ttrrAnean . 

Arid glvlng llte to flll th11 fJ18MUo Mterll\l are 
tho lplrltl ot thole fYO farlltlng genl~ltl , thOIO tvo 
eup r.en n~~d Hitl er ~ ~u••ol1n1 , 

There vaa a t err1t71ng olll.m ln turopt . Jtov the 
070lont hal broken out. 

~11 11 the reaul~ or thl ' peace altl lon• ~oh 
w .. un4trtaken 1n !:urope bT the aan Vho hed hle photo­
graph taktn vlth Capltallat Rtynao4, U.t background tor 
auch laportant pertona.ll tltl being tl:t aap ot tht t:ev 
~.,.. 

lintortunate trul tl ot oapl t"ll11a t 
'rhe7 vUl toon knov ~t 11 vbat t 
De.aoorAtl! 
Thla 11 the coat fitting lntult ••• 
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t y vear Ur, ~re•ldont a 

I n ooc~llanoe wl t ! th~ requ~~t oon~aln~ l n your 
"' 110ran.\wa or 1&.:a3' .,4 , I ha'ft ohookPd up o n th,. OOIIJ'lalnt 
••ct• by J ohn .:u•\&11¥ 1n h1a l r.t •,.r to yo<J. o • .lay 3 . 1 
' 1nl th t '1111 t. .. le "rall of Ao•r11 lB - o . iJ? - l't>a '"h-
trl~uted only to thA ortt111~ o• H.•to '"I "7""1! 1n 
a "J t1~n to) you. 11o .)th r o r .:'1o1 6.l or •h• o.,part.aent or 

th~ n. •s!'.l!)l'r rt• o~t whic h cS laturbecS Joh n 1.'uOah7 
:PI!ol a atr ry to t.h<o "••eot th t th<> r trr or tt•" l"sll"ianB 
t~~ a~Tloect rou thr t t~ 1nva~1on o• ·~1r1uu ••• t mm1ncnt, 

"111,.~ ov" r;; ~ay or 110 1th ttor1"• rerortln <~' t'v t tn" 
Lo• c.>untr1f'a wer~t n ou• to 'be Invaded, 11 n 1t lo not 
:.ann . t;.~ ral to "zp:-oee that tha t no t thn t ti'Wt prft~ll tnew 
!I> t th• tun .. M•l roOI'lTitd t l\10 Aa"rtc :ln Aah&•a.~·'or woul d 
be llnkec\ • 1 t h the t hen ruaorf'd 1nvu t on o~ !'~lt•1ull , 

Ae J t ol , you •h., ~hl'r <'1q , 'I'll a;-e havln • .. I- IIO~t 

rl~r?Ua Ohf'ok-up mn de 1n the n~parto .. nt, anct r • 111 keop 

'i'he t>rea l c\ent , 

Tho • hlto noun. 

s 
l I 

{ ... ,, /( 
I 

.... i/ '9 1/ 

)l-..;..... ~ L/ •t. 
1 t/o ~ 

I 

) I 
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you loror~d 1! •• run aoroee Anyt~ln~ t~ - le ~1 equ1et-

1 ng, 

Beliflve ce 

~o1thru11y yours, 

SUMNER WELlES 



Letter to ~eoident tram Well••-~ 28, 19• 0 

ReoFrank B, Jewett and couterence he had with 
hia-- haa arr anged 1nterT1ew for Jewett wi th 

General Karohall t o diaouoa plano the Preoident 
would l ike carr i ed out by the Nat ional Academy 
ot Soieno•• · 

SHoFrank B, J"""tt- Oen corres- Drawer 2-1~0 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

_!.'A-7 ll9, 1940. 

ltDIOR.AN Dllll rat 

THE UIDER SECRETARY OP STATE 

In i h e aatter of ol1pper• 

lt<lpp1J16 OOOill'i Onally a t 8U!!1WlA 

011. YOJ&!II fl"'a l!!ul"'p e 1 t he 

theory 1e- t o be t hat lf \be 

Yoyage on whtch i he etop h 848 

11 ~t known, ~eouzitiee will 

not 'be 1111t here for Oer~Mn 

&000\llltl, 

F. D. It, 

f.,. 

' 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

May 24, 1940 

My dear Mr. ~resident: 

Juan Trippe came in to see roe this morning and 

referred to the question ot the Pan American Clippers 

stopping at Bermuda going to and coming from Europe. 

I understood him to say that he bad discussed this mat­

ter wi tb you and tba t you bad indicated tbat a start 

might be made by having them stop a t Bermuda every third 

or fourth voyag e, t he company to allege, at least at 

the beginning, that the Clippers were doing so because 

ot weather conditions . 

Mr. Trippe said that in a conversation which he 

had had l ast night with Lord Lothian, the latter had 

stated that the British authorities believed that ne­

gotiable American securi t i es which the Germane had 

p icked up in the Netherlands and in Belgium were being 

sent back to this country tor sale here through mail 

sent on the Clippers and that it this were not in some 

way s t opped, the Germans would be able to obtain very 

considerable credits in the United States . 

The President, 

Tb! White House. 
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I tully app:-eolale the 4lf!lcu1Utl 1n•olve4, bu.\ 
it woult\ teem to me clear tMt 1! the reporu ment1ont4 
b7 Lord. IAtblan art a ccurAt e, a ••-.roh by Br1 t1th authorl· 
U e t ot the aUla on tht CU ppert coalnR: troa turope only 
every third or fourth trip would not lnterttre very u ... 
terlallJ wttb the etrortt ot th~ German• to market telt ed 
aecurltltt l n the Uni t ed .!tattt. 

I 1hAll be grateful it you will let me have your 
•h• t •Hh r erard to tb1t ctUNt1on tlnce I .. not cer· 
tAln whethe r Xr. 'l'r1.ppe Quoted ,-ou cor rect17 . 

Relieve me 

[L''t \~ 
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