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J'Une 1, l S.O. 

l!bORANDUll l'OR 

TRE UNDER SECRETARY or BTATi 

In reply to Bullltt•a Bo. 983, 
Parle, May 31st, 9 A, Y,, I euggeat 
t he f ollowlngl 

•x ~egn%d auggeetion for build­
ing destr oyers here mo~t ln&4Ylaabla 
because it taken about t wo and a 
half years to complete th•. Arq 
exchange f or American deatroyera 
probably l naooeptable because of 
enormoua een area whi ch muet be 
pat1'ol l ed by ue and woulrl requi1'1 
Cong%eaa1onal aot1on wh1ch might 
be •~1'Y d1tt1cult t o ga~ . OU1' old 
destroyers oannot ba sold aa 
obsol ete ae ia p1'oYed by faot. 
All of t hem are now ln o~aelon 
and in uee or a r e in prooeea of 
bei ng oomn18a1oned f or ac tual uae, 

SaYeral Aaerio&n Republica 
haYe deatr oyera wblch they alght 
be willing t o eel• and could aell 
UDder their laws.• 

1'. D. R. 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WAS)'INGTO"'C 

June 1 , 194.0 

l·ly dear l-lr. President: 

liith reference to the att ached telegrpJD from our 

Minister i n Montevideo, I realize that the sneoifio sug­

gesti on made is 1mpraot1oable. However, I do feel 

etrongly th.~t soceth1ng more 1s required than a visit 

every ten days or so by one or our naval vessels . I 

still feel that 1f some way can be found by which at 

least t hree or four heavy or utsers and a reasonable num­

ber or destroyers cAn be kept on t he East Coast t his sue­

mer, t he insurance value or such a step wi ll be very great . 

May I ask 1f it is not possible to let a t least 

another two cruisers be sent to those waters, bringing 

them from Pearl Harbor for that purpose, 

Bel ieve e~e 

Enclos ure: 
Uo , 90, J.!a.y 31 , 1940, 
from American Legation, 
l·lontevideo . 

The President , 

The ~n1te House. 
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This tElEgr am must bE 
c losEly paraphrasEd bE­
forE b r ins communicatEd 
t o anyonE . (C) 

Srcrrtary of StatE 

Washington 

901 May 31, noon . 

~lont Evidro 

DatEd !.lay 31, 1940 

Rro 1d 8 :11 p. m. 

S Gi!bibi OU!iddi'II' L FOR THE SECRETARY AllD 

UNDER SECRETARY 

Ambassador Armour , who i s now hrrE , and I ~rc 

in accord in submi tting thE following suggEstion for 

your considEr~tion : 

That if thE situ:~ tion in t i1£ Far Eas t pErmits, 

a largE UnitEd StatEs naval foro£ , fort y or fi f ty 

vEssEls, should makE a visi t as soon as poss i blt to 

thr rast coast of South Amtrica . During this visit 

thE flEEt would bE rEviEwEd by tht PrEsidrnts of ti'E 

countr iEs in qur s tion . At thE conclusion of thE 

visit s a squadron compos Ed of, s ay, a battlEship, an 

aircraft carriEr, cruisErs , dEstroyErs and submarinEs , 

woul d bE statlonrd for an indEfinitE pEriod in thESE 

watErs . 

Our thought in making this proposal is thE 

following : (a ) thE govErnmEnts of t hESE countri ES 

dEs irE to opposE Nazism, but in somE i ftstanc Es arE 

inclining 



/ 
- 2-#90, May 31, noon, from Montevideo . 
inclining towards dEfEatism in viEw of German successes 
in Europe and of lack of confidenc e in the abi lity of 
thE United States to givE them Eff ectivE assistance in 
case of aggrEssion EithEr from ovErsEas or from sub­
vErsive tlcmmts with Nazi support vtithin thri r own 
countriEs . This lack of confidencE has perhaps in 
part been due to the feeling that recent propos als for 
armament increas Es in thE Uni ted StatEs indicate that 
thE Uni t Ed StatEs will not for some tim£ be in c. 
position to lend effec t i ve aid; (b) a naval visi t of 
thE character described would strengthEn the pc·s i t i on 
of t hos e who desirE to combat Nc.zism, as well as restore 
thE confidence of thos E who arc now wavering ; (o) the 
sta tioning of a squadron morE or l ess perman ently in 
thESE wat ers would bE an added assuranc E that we werE 
prepared to givE EffectivE and i mmediate assistanc e if 
required. 

'.'/ c or coursE do not know what the views of the 
goverruocnts of thESE countri es would be to the foregoing 
proposa l . It would seem, however , to bE in their 
obvious i nterest t o agr eE. 

\'.'ILSON 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

Will you be good enougb 

t o let oae have a r eport on U\1n 

by tomorro• evening whan I get 

F. D. R. 

State Department d1spa tcb 
from Uinister Wilson in Uontevideo 
suggesti ng that we send a large 
U. S , naval force, forty or fifty 
vessels , to make a visit to the 
east coast of South America etc . 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WAtH INOYON 

DloiOR.UDml rat 

THE UWDER 810RIT.ut1' OP 8 'l'd'l 

Pleaae rea4 a cl 0t111Cl ~ 

.Adlliral Start, eent aa laat Dipt, 

8UD4&J. 

Start 18 abi OlUtllJ rlght 

and l h'N 1D J)UIISr&ph IU the 

oDlJ eolutlaa. poeelble. 

1 . D. R. 



................... .w. ... :.... 
NAVY DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OP Tllll Cllllll' Of' l\AVAL OPEJIATIO:\S 

WASUINC'I'ON 

2 June, 19/.0. 

lJet>:>randutll for The President : 

("•) 

l , This ueJJorandutll conto.no tho r eport rec:uested by you 
in your •. ote of yesterdey, Juno lat, e.-closing o daspoteh froo t r. 
;:naon and a ool!I!OOrandWll from l!r. ;;ella. 

2. In reeard to tho withdrawal of 4.~ or our for ces in 
the Pacific' t hat is' tho Y/elli<ening or the tloet in Hawaii ' 

(a) This llli<;ht and probably will oe interpreted by Japan 
as an i:Jdicatio~ that ce do not intend t.o oppos~ he r in the 
East L.dies ; in otl:er r.or da, the deterre •. t e!fect on Jnpllll 
will be wea.<ened. 

(b) Another, atd certeinly .. ot an i=poseible interpretation 
ot such a rove, will be that ,.,. Qpect the 1.llies to lose 11ud. 
fr• asking the first ot a r edistr ibution ot our .. avtU. f orces 
to that end. 

(c) In weal!euing our float in the Pacific we are to a 
certain extent weakening the position of tJ1e Allies i n t he 
Pacific. vur presence there, in force, undoubtedl,y relieves 
to~eir minde o! concern over Pacific affairs, which in turn strength­
ens t neir o!fort in Burope. 

3. The barolllBter ot NIIZiiiJO in South ... onerica m;q eo up 
and down as the position of 0.N811Y in -,urope srowo stronser or 
d.eter ior ates. 7be aosence o! any snow ot force by the United States 
ad.ght encoura~:e subversive ele...enta. On the other hand., the pre~ence 
ot 101» ot our shipe ~ have a cleterrent ertect on 1:azi activities 
or JJ;f a t least encour"€0 the ..rcy ll.lld. •• a.,. or an af!ectec country to 
re.JIIin loyal to t..eir govem.:lllnt . 

1.. Just how r.:uch ot a deterrent to a flare up ot :;azis.:> 
in South ~..,rica the resence or ao.A or our ships will be, :ts ~ 
conjectural. The d.l¥• a! the old fasllioned. l&n<i.ing perty and bJ.utt 
such aa occurred when I wao o ..J.dahipman in Caribbean aud South AJ.r1can 
waters are ovor. It a test a •• ould cone o..d our ships snould taka no 
physical acti on, t ho ultiJ:iato e.rroct meht be unfavorable . 

- 1-



5, I •:ould like to point out that l!r. ~IUson ' s 1<' a would seem 
to be that sending ships to South A...er ica is for the purrose ot giving 

"e!iect1ve assistance in case of aggress~on either 
from overeeaa or !roo subversive oleoents with !lui 
support within t heir o•m countries" . 

o, In regard to giving effective assistance to oppose 

"subversi ve ele;..ents with llazi support l'lithin these 
countries", I believe it Yould be cSanaerous to ~e Li:f such 

conml.tr.ont or to create 111\Y such irJI)ression in South Awerican countries 
at this time. By tho l.!onroe Doctrine we are co •. .mit~ed to effective 
assistance in the case of aggression from overseas. It is ~e4ieved that 
Squadron 4(11'(our ll!)ht cruiser and t wo destroyero in Europe) and the 
VinceMes group enroute Europe, the Quincy in the South A tb .. t.ic, as 
l'fBll ae the vessels ot the A t...a..tic Squadron in our own waters con­
tribute to accocplishing this o~gation. 

7, It aee!llll to JA that interference in tho internal affairs ot 
a temperameutol a..d suspicious people .JJ;t have the opposite etroct to 
that ""ich is desired; it ..ay ue likened to intertor ing in a faoily 
quarrel. 

8, The cov«:~ent of a lar..- il'OUP of s • .ipe to South Ar..erica 
is alr.lost certain to ue accorded Ur, \1Usou 1 s interpretatio .• , that l.a , 
one road.)' to oppose actively a tfazi inspired suoveroive move"1ent. This 
~ raise the old cry or imperialism and s:tould be very carefully con­
sidered at this tioe. Such a move might also affect tbe conversations 
r.e ar• JUSt now initiating with South Alllerican governueots t..roueh our 
Arqy Md .• avy Officers. Just what the effect would ue u a L'ltter of 
conjecture. 

9, It appears t hen, that we ..ust ualance t he probable Y/Oill<ening 
ertoct o •• ataoillty in the Pacific osa:tnst a poaaiule strengtho • .J.ng of the 
situation in latin America - In the l ast anolyaia our arm he.miaphere is 
of course the vi tal co..aideration. 

10, Pe.;di.ng developnent imwdiately ahead in Europe it Y1ould 
oeom well to hold on in the Pacific r or tho time .. eing. 

ll, In addition to the Quiney now onroute to Rio do Janeiro 
we could send im:lediately cnc core heavy cruiser, uamely the 17ichita, 
Adad.ral Pickens ' f.J.agship, i/e can follow this with t.he VinceMea on 
coopl.etioo ot ner present J:dsaion in Europe. The fourth s nip of this 
division, the Tuscaloosa, is undergoing overhaul, a .. d due tor cor.qlletion 
at tho .. avy Yard, •. ew York on 30 June , The VinceMea is scheduled to 
go l.n the yard wnen the Tuscaloosa comes out, .. ut her going to the yard 
could be deliiJ'od te:npororily at least, 



T 
12. If the above were )Alt into eff ect t lus would distribute our ships in the Atlantic as per attached aheet. 

1). I offer the follo1ring solutions: -

(a) Dispatch one additional 8 11 cruiser to South 
A...ertca . 

(b) Coatinue destroyer saakedown eruioes to South 
A...onca -

(c) If desiraol e at a later date:- Reinforce the 
avove by another heaY,Y cruiser, ~d or a .squadron 
(9DD) of destroyers. 

(d) For tbe pr<>sent utilize ships now in the Atla..tic, thus not weakening the fleet 1n the Pac:U'ic. 

14. I have gone into the avove at some length, because I want t o give you qJ t..oughta. Of course you knO'If you have rq cheerful Aye, Aye, to whatever you decide. 

15. I s •• ould ~e glad to con:e and talk this over it you would 
l.iks to have -· 
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BB 

CA 

CL 

CV 

fL'I 'l"l''&SHIPS, cRUISERS ,,ND CA.I!RlERS m 
THE ATLA11TIC OCEAN 

SHIPS 

N.,.,t York ) 
Texas ) 
Arkansas ) 

-,.V~-;.-' "'~ ) 
Vincennes 
Quincy 
Wichita 
Tuscaloosa 

Tr enton 

()nab a 

Halena 
StLouis 

Rauger 

Wasp 

---

RE!JARI<S 

Midshipmen' s Practice Cruise 
in Caribbean and North Atl ant ic , 

Enroute Europe 
Enroute South America 
Norfolk and availabl e 
llavy Yard overhaul - due completi on 
:JO June, 

Lisbon - Scheduled to ue r elieved 
by Omaha in July - could bo 
accomplished in June. 

!favy Yard Norfolk. See ~Wove note 
on Trenton. 

Due compl etion N.Y., 1 July 
II • II II 

!lasing Norfolk 

Due for snakodovm cruise late in 
June - vras scheduled to go to 
Callao ru,d Valparaiso - This is 
questionable and we • .ay hold her 
1n the Atla..tic - She has only 
11elf her planes on board. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 7, 1940. 

IWolOHANDUil FOR 

Tfti:: !'.U,:SIDENT 

Admir.U. Stark a sked m.e to roturn this to the 

President , with thanks . 

Tho fiiCIIITA, with Roar Admir.U. Pickens aboard, 

will eaU for Rio de Janeiro ~ 1 Priday. Further 

orders will be iesued her later aa to other ato!)s . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 5, 1940. 

'.IE"LORANOIJ'. FOR 

AOL!I'RAL STARK 

Please read and r eturn . 

Also please so ahead ~ith oending 

the additional O. A. indi cated in 

your paragraph +13; continue 

destr oyer shakedown cruises ; and 

prepare addi tionAl O. A. to go 

down in near future . 

• D. R. 



KDIORAIUUll JOR 

ADMIRAL S'f.lR.IC 

Pleaee read and return. 

Alto please eo ahead w1 ~h .. nd1DS 

~he additi onal 0.4. indicated 1n 

your paragraph 113; con~1nut 

d .. u oyer ehakedown oruilee; ucl 

prepare a4d1t1oD&l O.A. t o go 

clown 1n near future. 

1, D. R. 
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THE U NDER SECRETARY OF' STATE 

WASH INGTON 

June 3, 194.0 

My dear ~~ . Preei dent: 

I have your memor nndum of June 3 wi t h which you 

were kind enough to enol oee Admiral St~rk 1 e memor andum 

to you of J une 2 commenting unon my let t er t o you of 

June 1 . 

I f ully understpnd t he r epeons for your belief 

that the solutions outli ned i n paragr aph 13 of Admir Al 

St ark ' s memor andum are the only soluti ons pos s ibl e . 

I hope , however, thl' t you wi ll instr uct the Ne.vy 

Department to despat ch pr omptly t he additional 8- i noh 

cruiser as i ndl cnted in Admiral St ark ' e pa.ragr nph 13 ; 

to continue t he destroyer ebnkedo~m cruises; and t o 

t llke steps now so t hat an additional heavy cruiser may 

be sent i n any event in t he near future. 

Ae indicated in my letter t o you, t hese steps will 

cArry out the epeci fic recommendations I made . 

M~ I, however, comment upon paragr aph 7 of Adoirp~ 

Stark' s memor andum in whi ch h e s ays, "It seems t o me 

that i nterference in the i nternal a f faire of a tempera-

The President, 

The llh1te Hous e. 
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mental and auspici ous people may have the opposite effeot 

to t hat l<hich is desired; it may be likened to interfering 

in a ft~mily ouarrel. • l.{y o1rn Judgment , ae you know, is 

that the real danger at this tics lies in subversive move­

ments , in those ~st Coast republ ics where German influence 

is very s trong, financed by German mo ney and insti gated by 

German agents , a l though under the guise , so fnr as may be 

possible, of movements responsive to purel y internal and 

dooestic causes . 

It a Si tunt i on of t h is kind develops and the l egi ti­

mate government is overthrown and asks f or t h e help and 

support ot t he other American Republics, and sufficient 

evidence is obtained that the subversive elements are in 

tact responsive to Italian and German instigation, I reel 

very strongly i ndeed t~at the other American governments, 

including the United Sta tes, shoul d at once be responsive 

to such reouest . I sa sure you wi ll agree t hat if we 

aoou1eece in the creation, through t he connivance of non­

American powers , of governments in some of t he American 

Republics subservient to Germany, the Honroe Dootrine 

would be r~ndered nonexistent and t he maJority of the 

Americpn Reoublics would run helter-akelter to Hi t l er 

Just as so many of the r empining smell neutral nations 

of Europe are doing today. 

I agree t hat s itUAti ons o f the kind I env181We would 



- 3-

have t o be h11ndled ~<lth the utmost ClOre end discreti on . 
But, l f I unders tAnd Admlrnl Stnrk 1s p~ragrnph 7 

correctly , I c~>nnot ~>t IU.l agree lllth his ~tp"08.rent reoom­
mend~tt1on t hp t ln such s l tu•tlons we should do nothing. 

Believe me 

Enclosuros : 
From Adm1r l'.l Stark, 
June 2, 1940 . 

From to!r . '1/elles, 
June 1 , 1940 . 

\ 



117 dear lfr. PPea1dentl 

I aa enolol1~~g a oop:r ot a p ePeonal l etter 1 

baYe reoe1Ye4 toda7 t rom Jett Oafferr under d&h ot 

lla;r 2'1 wb1oh I bel1ne wnl be ot 1nhNit t o J'OU. 

l'!el1eYe n~e 

ra1thfu1l:r :roul'l, 

S~Dnar lle U e• 

Ina. 

ftle Pr .. 1deat, 

ftle 'lh1 h llolau. 

~- ""'- / ' .. c_ 'd )/1 / ~ 'J .. /Z. 
- 1./ I ~ -.. I - 10, </ tJ 



~ 7 , 1040 

MJ lear Xr. Pr ee14ent: 

I .. ret•ra1BI herewl\h Mr . D&Y14 GPaf'l letter 

4atM JC&T Ul, 1e.a, tocetber with a 4rafl replJ te 

the lnchenc1 ••orM4a Oil \be l ut Pll• of bll 

liUer. ~011 Ylll ..... ueet that JOII wre eoulll\14 

oa hJ 2l., 1e.a l'lpi'4U, tlbat nplJ lho11l4 be aade 

to .Kr. G11'117 1 I til ..... et JC&f 18, lHO MBiel'lllng a 

proel-Uoa eonl'l .. the natd q110 'of Irelu4. 

ral~J""• 

Kael ...... l 

1. •lalete• ~'e leU• 
of .., 11, lNo .. , ... .a. 

2. Dntt . 

fha , ... 14nt, 

fha VhUe neue. 

r .. c.. : ..Ju:, ~,.( ~ I ,,...,, ,... 11 -1 ~ 1/ P ( l(fl J,.,. .~ rrt, ~· '·, ,.I 



IU"11 8 , 1140 

•1 At•r •r. Pt'e'ddt nt1 

I bell o-... )'O\l will t e lnttr'"tt•4 ln • ptreon.al 

hU•r l b •• rooo1"o4 to4a:f 1'1'011 WllliM l'h11Upo 

~n4or 4ato or ~ 31, and or Wl11oh l u onol.OtiJ\8 • 

OGpfo 

f~ l'rool <l• t, 

~-·· -·· 

.. r 
- I • 



Juae 10, 1~ 

M7 deu Mr. l'Jouldent 1 

In aooordanoe with the reque1t oontallled 1n 

r our a•orudllll ot June 100 I M truaa1ttlng a IUg­

geated replr tor r ou t o u ad t o Aabaseador Bower•. 

llellen aa 

Pa1thtull7 r our•, 

J:ao. 

!be PJoealdaat, 

!be Wblte lOa••· 

e4 - I'JA .............. ._ t~ - 19 v tJ 1)\... ~,.-' 
• 

....... 
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T HE U NDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 12, 1940 

My dear !.lr. President : 

I beli eve you Will be interested in the personal 

letter which I r ecei ved from Norman Armour under date of -
June 4, and ot whioh I enclose a copy. 

The question or t he exclusion by Argentina of sub­

marines trom her ports and territorial waters has al ready 

been t aken up by t he Brazilians and I sent i ndependently 

a t elegram to Norman Armour yesterday, suggesti ng that he 

make a Similar approach. 

Believe me 

Enclosure: 

From Norman Armour, 
June 4, 1940. 

The President 

The White House. 

I 
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Dear Sumner: 

COPY 

DlBASS Y OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF A:mRICA 

Buenos Aires, June 4, 1940. 

I teal that I have owed you e letter tor some time t o &X'Olain in a more 1ntormal and oersonal way than can be done by ott1o1al despatch some ot the events that have been baopening during the past t wo to three weeks. 

In the first place, your telegram forwarding Bull1tt 1 s message following a talk with Dsladier reoort ing a somewhat alarmiot situati on as described by Peyrouton, the French Ambassador here, came ln a day or eo atter I had lunched at the British Embassy when Peyrouton was present, at which certain ot these matters were discussed. I reported on this luncheon tully in a desoatch which crossed your telegram. Portions at least of this desoatoh and subsequent desnatchss on the looal situation here have no drubt been brought to your attention by Larry Duggan. 

Briefly t he situation is this: a disgruntled grouo ot ultra-Conservatives, headed by Senator Sinche~ Sorondo, General Pertine, ex-Kin1eter of War in Justo's Cabinet and now President ot the Club Uilitar, and s ome or the eo-called Uriburistae who participated in t he revolution ot September 1930, have had it in tor Orti~ ever since the President took hie stand in setting aside the fraudulent elections in Cata­marca and the Province ot Bueno!! Aires and insisting upon the enforcement of the Seen~ Pens l aw calling tor olean elections, as a reeult ot which the Radical Part7 in the recent national elections was able t o ee rure a slight major1 ty in the Chamber. This group, who are entirely anti-democratic in their feelings, incline quite naturall y toward totalitarian-11m and have tor some time made no attempt to disguise thei r pro-Na~1, pro-Fascist sympathies. The German grouoa here, headed by t he Ambassador, von Thermann, and General Niedentur, head ot the German military mission, who have been very active, have naturally f ound theae disgruntled elements rioe material on which to work. Aa I pointed out, there was never any real threat ot a Na~1 putsch so-called, but rather s danger that these Conservative extrem11ts counting on the supoort or the army, the large majority of the otticers of which are oro-

The Honorable 
Sumner Welles, 

Under Secretary ot State. 

Nad 
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llar.i and n ro-F'aao18 t in their eynroathies, might be able t o aeoure sufficient backing t o oust Ortiz and out themselves in power. Thie would, of oourae, have fitted in enti r ely with the llar.i nlane. 

However, Ortir. anl)eara now at least to be tully alive to the danger and the Government is taking, I believe strenuous and effective measures t o deal with the situation, 
There ie no disguising the tact, however, that the continued German successes in Eurone have won over many adherents to t he Nar.i side. As you know, convictions are not deeprooted in this country and reoent weeks have round the band-wagon becoming increasingly crowded. 

I am satisfied that Ortir. himself c ontinues entirely oro-democratic and ?ro-Ally in hie sympathies, which are shared by all members ot t he Cabinet including the Uini eter ot War, with the exception or Admiral Soas s o, the Minister of Uarine, who ie undoubtedly at l east pro-Fascist in h i e eympathiea. 

Unfortunately Oant1lo, with h18 utter lack of knowledge ot political conditi one in hie own country and allowing hie undoubted pro-All Y and particularly nro-rrenoh sympathies t o get the better ot him, triad to nut acroaa hie ill-considered non-belli gerency policy. When he eaw that there was no hone ot our agreeing t o t he proposal or anyone else tor that matter and that t he Guani nropoaal waa to be the one accented, promp ted largely, I tear, by his p ereonal vanity in wishing at least t o let everyone know where he stood and what he had tried to do, he issued hie unf ortunate communique of May 12. This, ot oourae, gave the opposition elements just the ooening they needed. After all, it was difficult t o attack Ortir. on the etend he had taken t or clean elections which had tremendously increased hie already strong noait i on with the oeoole generall y, but the charge that Oantilo and the Ort1r. administration wee attempting to abandon neutral ity t or a step which might bring them into the war was qui te another matter. Ortir. was f orced t o i esue hi s own statement a rew d&YB later, backing down 
from the position outlined by Cantilo, and during the two weeka that followed the Government's position wal a somewhat delicate one. However, as already stated, I think t hat Ortir. has the eituat1on well in hand and tor the present at least, barring unforeseen incident• , the danger 1a past. I am not, or course, attempting to d1acuss now whet might be the situation in the event ot a German victory Which, however, we al l hope and oray will not come. 

So tar as Cantilo ia concerned, his attitude since the events mentioned aboYe baa become more and more vacillating 

and 



and deteatlat. Th11 waa oart1oul&rly brought out 1n connec­
ti on wtth the au.ggeetlon to have orr1cera ooee down here t o 
dlecuea daten•• meaeurea. In my telegro.."'la and deapatchea I 
have only given you the high eoote o r •oce of Q.Jr oonveraatlone 
but hie analogy or the Ql1ght 1n Which Polond ond Norwoy 
f ound themeelvee ln attempti ng t o roa11t German aggrooo1on, 
oount1ng on Brltleh and French aaaletanoe • hlcb wae not 
torthoom.lng, to • hat 111ght happen t o Argentina 1t they were 
raced by a atallar threat and counted on a1n1e tAnoe rro:::a ua 
11 enough to llho• you the state ot a1n4 lnto which he eooearo 
to ha•e wo~ed hl .. elt. Untortunattl7, Eaoll avoeara to haYe 
been feeding hl• nery dltcouroglng report he couJ.d rlnd, 
deaor1b1ng the unprepared atate of our ana)' and navy 1nclud1ng 
the teatlaony ot General& ~ara~~ll and Arnold before the 
Congreaa1onal oom21tteea, Which hal certainly not helped 
matters. I have done my beat to exolaln t o hlm that a lot of 
thle teatlsony had of neceaalty t o be ICO'le•hat 1h1ghly oolorfd1 

to bring home t o Oongreaa the need t or pro11pt t~.Gt1on 1n grant­
ing the appropr1a~1cnt requeoted by tho Proo1dent and that 
wlt h our country rouaed, s a 1t now undoubtedly 11, tremendoue 
th1nga can be eooompl1abed 1n a oo~parsttvely abort eP&ce ot 
tlme: that 1-f they • 111 only put their o-n house ln order, 
safeguard themaelvea t ro~ poea1ble attack r roo • 1thln. we • 111 
I am aure be 1n a poe1t1on t o help thea very materially 1n the 
event that aggr1111 on fro~ abroad ehould threaten. I believe 
thst Cant1lo 11 tooling a Uttlo 11ore encouraged now and 
certainly the t1nk1n8 or the •uruguar• hal etrengthened the 
po.1 t-1on o'f bl• and the Prea1dent •1•-o·Yll the ~»r~Na.z.i 

1r oupe. However, an7th1ng thttt you can do t hrough :::ao1l or 
1a any other •ar to bring home to the oeOple here our deteraina­
tion and our ability to take a real part in defending th1o 
contlnent 1nolud1ng all ot South America, will help enormoualy . 
Ta!t 1 a epeech 1nd1oat1ng that we 1ntendod only to extend our 
detenae to the Clnal and the Caribbean area had an unfortunate 
ottect here o.nd I boll eve aleo 1n Uruguay! but fortunately your 
own etatement a re• dAY• later reaeaured 'hem greatly. The 
Government here, h11 no-, sa you know, -sreed to the v1e1t ot 
Captain Sooarl and I hope tb&t we oan ueo tblo opoortunlty 
t o convince thea that • e aean bualneaa and that it 1a uo to 
thetl to race t he 1a1u..e aquare11 ._nd do thel.r blt. 

However, I atilt reel that aoce perhaol rather draeat1c 
aet1on on our part, euoh •• eending • fleet into the South 
Atlant1e &long the llnoa auggeoted by Ed Wilton • blle I wao 
over 1n Kontevldeo would, 1! t eaa1bl e, have a anlend1d tonlo 
efte ot 1n d1eaipat1ng the detea tlem that 11 becoming more and 
more apparent here and br lnglng the waverlng onea bAck lnto 
tho r old. Tho v111 t or tho 'Qu1noy• to Urugua)' u certa1nl1 
a etep in the rlght d1reot1on and the •ehakedown cruise• v1B1t 
ot the deatr~yer O'Brien w111 also hAve a good etteet, but 
trankly something on a l&rger aeale would be bet ter 1t 1t 
could be dono. I rt&li<e the d1rr1cu1tiet end that Yery 

probably 



/ probabl7 the •U8goet1on or the fleet 1o on 1aoract1c&blo one 
but ••en a IC1Aller grouo ot lhlpa • oul4 aer•• e uaetul OUI'­
ooee, oart1cUlarly one ot the btg alrplant oarrtera . 

Another po011b1l1t7 lOU lllght c onudor • ouH be t o eond 
down a tew or our bomber• t o oartto1oete tn the annual mili­
tary revtew here on July 9. Of courSe, they have eeen them 
on other oocaalona but ~&rtloUlarly at th le time the eoeed 
•lth •hloh the•e plane• oan ~eke the trl ~ and the eVidence 
or their power • ould certainly have ~n erteot. Ot oouree, 
the matter would heve t o be tlllten up With the Government 
hero, but I om 1nol1no4 t o think that thor • ould orobablr 
react ta•orably to the auggeatton. 

I aa afraid rou • 111 reel that I aa run or 1coroot1cal 
14eal, but r·ranltly the 11tu&t1on 1!1 th11 part or the • orl4 18 
one • htoh aeema to ae t o ot.ll tor eoltewhat dreatlo r:ea.aurea. 

Inotdontal l y, the Brttleh Aobaaeador 'eome t o be greatly 
worrled over the poee1b1llty, 1r I taly enter! the war, ot 
Italian aubaarlnea oomlng down t o the River Pl1te to prey on 
Br1t1oh Oh1po1ng ( I aont1cno4 th1o 1n 101 4oooatch reporting 
the oon•eraation at the Brltlah tab.esr luncheon). Re hal 
=ed.e .. ery effort. thua tar uneuccesstully, to lnduce the 
Argentine OOYern:s.ent t o tate a aUlU&r poel tlon to the Un1te4 
State• 5nd Bra~ll ln barring eub:arlnea troa their terr1tor1al 
wate rs and 11 a~~arentlr oone1der1ng a telegram to London, 
eug~ee tlng that Lord Lothlen be tnstruoted t o roqueat our 
GovernJDent•e support. He reallr.ea, ot oour1e~ tbst thla 18 a 
d.elloate raatter tor ua ae these people , ln I 'Pi to of their 
growing 8l&rm. and resllr,.atlon ot thelr de:oendenoe on ua tor 
help, are etlll 8eneltl•t to euggeetlon1. It oocure t o me 
that ~erhape Brazil might ~ the better one t o undertake th11 
miaal on it lt l e deoldtd that the move • ould be a wlae one. 
At tor all, Bl""azll could a tr.ae t o the people here the :teed 
tor a ooaaon oo11e7 1n detencU.ng their reaoeotl•e eoa.atllnea 
ond tho 4ongor to Brat1l1an oh1op1ng, lot a1or.e Uruguay and 
Argentina, 1r Italian aub .. r1nea were able to take refuge in 
theee waters. Perh•P• thle 11 a matter that • 111 e o3e up ln 
the eonvertat1ona during S~eara • v1e1t. Ir eo, I ahal l reel 
my ••Y eftretull Y to aee whether somethlng oan be done, but 
1n th8 meant1me perhapa you oould adv1ee me by telegraph wh$t 
your 14eae are on thle queetlon, partloul•rly in the event 
that tho Br1t1eh Ambaooa4or ra1ooe 1t •1th you. 

With all go~ • lehee, 
E•• r alncerely youre, 



.Twit 12, 11140 

Xr dear Mr. Preeldentt 

You lla.T not baYe teen tbe aUaohed te1esru aent 

by carters' &114 reporting on t he tpeeeb ot Prelldent 

Yarg&l TtlterdaJ, 

Pretldeat Yarsat oerta1nl7 Ghote a a1ngular1T un­

f ortunate 110ant tor hia ~peaeb but I tb1Jik 7011 Will 

&8J'ee, &rter relllllJlg \be tut quoted bT OatterJ, that 

tbore 1a nothing vbatl'rlr 1a the IJIIeeb uoept o• or 

CWo 111-oboten Phra••• vblob JuatlfT tbe ont1augbt be­

lac -.Ae upon Pretldent Yarra~ by tbe Aaerloan pre•• 

~. It V&l olearlT a 1peeob 1nhn4ed 101117 t or 

4oaettlo oontuaptlon aa4 tbl 1aat pase ot the te1 egraa 

aat .. U tboroucblT altar that 1A all of Ule retereno81 

vb1eh he ultll to polltloal IJ'It ... be 11 talklJI« 1011-

17 about the Braa111an OoYernaent and 1n DO 1en1e about 

the 011' u or hal1an d1otate.lh1p1. 

!be vU1o1- of our owa JIHII Will be repri nted 

1n the Oel'llall ..a Italian oonlrolled ~ere 1n Bru1l 

1M PrHUftt1 

!be Wblte aou ••. 
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and will \184ollb1:e417 be IU .. 1:0 dYIUI1: ... to eUr liP 

f .. Uag ~a1DI1: tU lhd.1:M stat .. , 

If, at your preea oonterenoe on Jrld&J, rou were 
t o flnd 1 t pooaible t o ear a fw worda of recard for 
Praa1dent Yargaa and f or tha exoee41ngly oloee an4 
friendly relat1oaeh1p between 1:ha two go•ernaente, I 

bel1e'W'e 1t vould haYe an adaira.bh effect. I ru:r re­
aind you t hat at th1e yery aoMent the eeoret a1111:Ar7 
and na•al oo!IYereat1ou are go1ng on 1n ru.o between 
our ott1oera and member• ot the Brns111an Go'W'ernment 
a.nd t hat the llru.1l1a.n Oovornnent hal ottered ua e• err 
poea1ble fora ot oooperat1on 1n the reala or natl onal 
detenee. We h&YI fortunately been able ao far t o a.o14 
a.nr publ1o1ty with regard t o these conYereat1on•. 

l el11YI •• 

laele..rea 
tel...,_ 11'1, .1- U, 

ti'Oil Rio de Jeaelro. 

~ •••u. .. 



-
THI WHIT~ HOUSt; 

WASHINGTON 

IIEIID!Wfll\1.1 F,JR 

r.,z lt.m:R SJ:<IRE'UftT or 8 fA !E 

•lwt a.re you c101nJ 

about t blll 

r. D. R. 

D1epatcb from 4=baatador 
Braden :roe Bosota report ing t bat 
rtll&nct ca~t be placed upen t 1 
Coluablan CoYtrn.otct. at ther to 
kttp ltstlf lntor.ed or to repor t 
to u.a tntonaUon 1 t aeeuree on 
tbt •cUrt tlet of con-.uer1can 
nat!~n&lt wbicb ba•t 1ccr••••4 1D 
IOOJ)I . 
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l(y dear llr. Preddent : 

DEPARTMENT OF' eTATE 

WASHI NGTON 

June 13, 1940 

In reapon aa to your 1DqU1ry of ae tOday aa to 

what we are dOing r egarding the reco•mdatlon of 

Aab& .. &dor Braden and of our a111 tarr and naval 

author1t1ea 1n Ooloab1a that we 1•ed1a.tely eatab11ab 

and carry on 1ntall1genoe wort 1n Ooloabla. becm .. of 

1nor eadng totalitarian act1v1t1ea there, Jlr. J. ldg&r 

Hoover baa alread3' been requested to give t h1e hh 

urgent attention and t o euba1 t a plan t0110rrow. 

Kr. Hoover b&e been requeated at the aaae t1ae to .ate 

a recoaaendat1on regarding the request aade yesterday 

b)' the PrOT1e1oDal Pree1dent of Eou&dor tor aea1atanoe 

1n unoover1na what the Pree1dent ea.ye 11 a plan of a 

tota1Ua.r1an organ1aat10D to overthrow the preeent 

governaent. Aa aoon ae Kr. Hoover'• reoo .. endat1ona 

have been reoe1ved &114 ghen our oone1derat1on, I ehall 

1•ad1ately 1nfora you of whatever plan 11 agreed upon 

t or aot1on 1n theee two 1natancea. 

In 

1!1e Preddent, 

1be lhlte Houae, 
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In the eaae telegraa froa Kr. Braden regarding the 

dee1rab111ty of our carrying oo lnte111genoe work, there 

h alao a reoo•endatlon that radio direction findera and 

receiving aete be inetalled in the Elabauy at Bogota 

and in one or two other IPOtl in Oolombla. Thll reo011-

aenda1:1on hae already been the aubl ect of oonaultation 

between tbe general boarda of t b e War and Ia't'J' Departaenh 

and will be dieouued further between General Karehall, 

Adalral Stark, and ayaelt at a aeeting of tbe Liahon 

Oo.ittee toaorrow. Ae in tbe oaee of the lntelllgenoe 

work in Ooloabia and J:auador, tbe quee1:1on 11 one of tbe 

aoet auitable aeohanioe for oarrying out what ae .. a 

eeaentlal and urgent. I ahall 1nfora yau of the 

arrangeeente that are -.,1~ 

llT youre, 
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THI WHIT! HOU$£ 

WASI-iiNaTOH 

IIDCIII.UDIJII rolt 

!Ill OllliR 8ECIIn.utY OF 8UYE 

lib&' 1a bei.Dc 4oDII 

&bollt O.Uf 

r , D, II, 

D1tpa\ ch rr:.• Long . "'Utt.o , 
E~t.i&4c•r, aaytns Pre:.t4e:nt bad 
callej on bta ~ 1r4o~d bi: 
1~ ~t~ &~rto!ett :on:taence tt.at 
a t~talttartan or g&Di1&!1on h&4 
fl~•d a IIOT ..... nt asaJ.nat t!:e 
con.:naent eto. 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASH INGTO N 

June 14, 1940 

My dear Mr. Pre1ident : 

In reply t o the inquiry contained in your memo­

randum of June 14, this matter was taken up by me at 

the Liallon Oollllll1ttee aeeting this morning with Gen­

eral Xarahall and v1th Admiral Stark. We agreed that 

the matter vae one of the utaoat urgency and that e•err 

step poeaibl e should be taken t o oo11ply with the re­

quest made by the ProYiaional President of Ecuador. 

Hr. Hoo•er, vho hal been iamedlately coneulted 

in the matter, has agrHd t o send down at once an agent 

to Ecuador t o 11ake a euney and at the s11111e tlllle an 

agent will be eent t o Col oabia t o make a a~lar e~ 

yey . Upon receipt of the report• of theee tvo agent• 

indicating vh&t their belief il aa t o the •cope of the 

work 1nYol•ed, arrange11ent1 will be aade to eend down 

the additional agent• required. 

Both General Kar1hall and Mairal Stark feel that 

tha r.B.I. 11 the only .appropriate aerYlce to deal v1th 

The Preeidlnt, 

The 1fh1 te House. 
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(lUII"iODI of Util cha.raate.r. 

leoau•• ot the oon~1ngonolea enY11aged 1D tbe tele­

gram under reference# I ha•• been aak1ng •••rr ettort, 

ao I think 1011 w ll know, 4urlns tbe p,..t raontho to 

etrengthen the poa1t1on ot the prtaent go•erna.nt . We 

orranso4 tor the rooent oro41 t by tho J:xport Iaport Banlt 

with tbie 1n mind and we have aent down a oone1der3ble 

nwobor or OXPerto or all oatogorleo t o work with the l o­

oal aut hor1 t1ea and &tteapt to illproYt the t1omeat1o eoo­

noa1o t1tut1on ldl1oh 11 tho Ghiet reaaon tor the weaken­

ing or poplllar oupport or tho prooont gonrnaont. !'he 

praotioal roolllt or the ot opo taken - part1olllarl1 tbe 

oro41 to granto4 - heo alroo47 boon ooon. !'ho oi tution 

d eeorlbed in thla telegr•• woUld h aYt b een tar voree 1!' 

theee a e .. urea ot :PNYent1on hll4 not been undertaken .. 

lel11YI at 

l:no. 



CK 
This tElegrlll'J must be 
olo~El' rnr~~~ras ed be­
f r t b rc: ~ en r.w.nicnt td 
".; ~,.. r.n~- nE. (nr) 

Secr eta~y ot St at E 

lfashington 

1001 June 12, 5 p . n . 

S':'!UC""LV EI":FF:!E!I!Il!!> 

Quito 

::>attd JunE 121 1940 

Rcc 1d 11 :25 p . m. 

Pr ovisonal President just callEd here and informed 

mE in the otrict~st oo~idenot that a totalit arian 

xovErnl'lent , tmd p!HIO cd around amonG tht ntorE intelligEnt 

of $Olditrs a plan ost~sibly to restore VElasco Ibarra 

to pOI"iEr1 bUt if i t SUCCEEdS he Will bt d eniEd thE 

Presidency nne\ if he returns to Ecuador wi ll bE !tillEd 

b:· or...;:mizer s of thE so- cnlled nationalist ::uovcmEnt 

Vlhiol, r.ill then conduct ;:>rosram. 

E¢uadoran s ecret police has been (? ) so that the 

Gov:r=cnt hao !'ol•nd it il:::J)OSoi blE to obtain dEpendablE 

informati on. Cordova rccrEtt~d the l ack of adequate 

organizatJ.on n.nd t hat he was forc ed t o a olt for help . 

Preaidmt req~tEsts that a group o!' our secrEt servi ce 

mtn opEaltin() Spanish ( anr1 Gcnnan i f poaoibl c) b t sent 

to uncov er the plans of llazis and coopcrat E with Ecuo.dor 

in or der to brEalc up Oeman ond I talian disruptiv E 

s otiviti te ; o.l so asoist in rEorganization Ecuadoran 

s torct s trvicc. (END OF SECTION ONE) 

EliD LONG 
I 
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This tcle:gram must be: 
closEly paraphrasEd bEforE 
being co.mnunicatEd to 
anyone. ( BR) 

Stcrttary of StatE 

Washington 

100, JunE 12 , 5 p , m, 

Q.UITO 

DatEd JunE 12, 1940 

Rec 1 d 7:46a . m. 

(SECTION TWO) 

Tl:u: program of the Nationalist GovErnmEnt aftEr 

its tl•iumpb, f?llows: 

!J,) DEcree nartial law 

(2) The dissolution of all political parties and 

rEcO(>nition of !latiOl'lalist Party as thE only ont in 

Ecuador 

(3) ThE formation from thE battalions constitution, 

Bolivar, J~abi , and t!Aranon; of OnE body, to be callEd 

thE il'on guc.rd 

(4) ThE oornplttt rtorganizat ion of thE Army, 

destitution of ohitfs and officers who oppost 

( 5) ThE Expulsion from thE country of all who 

bElong· to thE l!nsonic Lodge within forty Eight hours 

(6) DtcrEt all copital both national and .foreign to 

bElong to tllc statq any effort to take copitals out 

of thE oountry shall rtsult in 75 % therEof bEing 

confisco.tcd for t hE stt~t£ , (E il'O SECTION T\'/0) , 

LOl<G 
DDH 
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CK 
This tclcgr= must bt 
closely pnrn~hras cd be­
fer£ b t:' ng communicated 
to anvonc . (nl•) 

Secretary of State 

Washington 

Quito 

Dated June 12, 1940 

Rco ' d 11 :30 p. m. 

100, June 12 , 5 p. m. (SECTION THREE) 

(7) A Banco Unico (single bank) will be established, 
the others will deliver to 1t their capital oo tho t the 
single bank m.o.y establish !':~ctoriE ~ of all clcssca tlith 

thE CO'lital so rEcEived. (8 ) The: restriction on 

importat\ • n of article:~ pro,~uc ed .:.n thE countrs- also 
authomobilts . (9) COllll•tErcial c.nd mili tary alliances 

with Otrntony bcoau!lt this nat ion 1s thE one e>t the head 

of thE un1vcroe. (10) The subdivision of lands and 
provid.ne a.:;r1culturi:~to with nhat they need. (ll) It 

(nationalist pe~rty) "ill contract Gcrwm techni cians 

from •.11 industry, n,3ricultural , factories and every 
thins the country nccdo. (12) It -::ill :;;uspcnd all 

oontl•nots nith American companiEs and r cplno E thEm with 
Gc=n oom;>cnS.co . (13) I.; 11111 t crm!ncte in the shortest 
poosil.Jlr. ti:ntc a rnilway to Eomcraldlls and construct a 
nctrrorl· of firot class ro::~ds to the Oriente and the 

provinces . 

i rcc=cnd th1o r£qucat bE complied u_th for 

oitue~tion h er£ DEEms indeed ocrious . 

( El:D OF l!ESSAGE) 
FJ!B LOJIG 



PDR - to Bull and Welle•----Jime 11. liJQ_ 

lle their reacling the eDOlo•ed letter to Fill trca 
Herbert Pell in re po .. ib1l1ty of Spanbh or Italian troop• entering 
Pertup.l to prevent the landing of Bri tbh reintoroasnt. for the 
protection of Gibraltar and a demand for the u•e of the Asore•• Hull'• 
reply of .7lme 18, 1940 attached. 

Seea8tate Dept to14er-nr ... r 1·1940 for oorre• 



COPY 

June 18. 1~0 - -
My dear Mr . President• 

In accordance with the request you made 

ot me thia mornin~ , I am eendi~ you her ewith a suggested 

.. reply tor you to send to Paul Reynaud when we know exact ly 

where he 11, 

Believe me 

raithtully yours, 

SUIIUer Well .. 

The Preeident 

The White House 
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\~\I '"' """ '"m'"' o• "'" V ·~ WASHINGTON 

June 19 , :j.9tO 

My dear Mr. President: 

You Vill remember our conversati on some weeks 
ago with regard t o the measage I bed bed from Dr. 
Schacht suggesting tha t he come t o this country, 

I have today had a letter from our Charg& 
d 1 A!tairea in Berlin ot which I enclose a copy 
tor your information. The •our triend1 mentioned 
in the letter is, ot course, Dr. Schacht. 

Believe me 

lly yours, 

Eno. 

The President, 

The Whi t e House. 
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Person~l and CetJfiAetttlal 

Dear Mr. Welles: 

EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Berlin, June 6, 1940 

Because or h1a absence rrom Berlin I was unable to communicat e to our friend the message contained in your letter or May 1 until today. He remarked that the proepeota tor a negotiated peace on the baela or justice appeared dubious, to say the least, tor the moment. Muesol1ni could no longer be counted on to act as a restrai ning influence since he had not opposed the present offensive and Italy itself would shortly be ln the war. 

While a war was never won or lost until i t was over, it looked quite possible that i n a short time, 9erhaps in a fortnight, rrance might be overrun ae tar as Bordeaux. In this connection, he remarked that the majority or the generals had been opposed to the We s tern offensive on the ground that there was littl e chance that a finally decis ive victory could be achieved. So tar they had been proved wrong end Hitler right. While our friend assumed the defeat or Prance, he was not quite so certain that an invasion o f England would be succeaetul, but, however, rlaky the enterprise, Hitl er would have a try at it. Unless he had compl e te­ly misread thP indications he had from England, he waa convinced that England would not accept the terma which Hitler might propose, and, it necessary, the British Government would withdraw to the Empire and carry on the war. If , with or wi thout American collaboration, Britain continued eea warfare and a blockade of Europe, then eventually Germany would have to come to a negoti­ated peace because neither Germany nor Europe could 

The Honorable 
Sumner 'llel l ee, 

Under Secretary or State, 
Washington. 
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lnl!er ln1 tely exist without tro·pteal producte. German.y 
could, of course, carry on tor several years without 
them, meanwhile strengthening her autarchic production, 
but in the end the e1tuat1on would becoce materia lly 
and paychol og1o&lly i ntol erable and a negot1eted peaoe 
would enaue . 

Neither be nor anyone else knew wh~t terms Hitler 
would propose if he succeeded 1n thla campaign agal nat 
France and E:ngland, but i t waa almost certain that he 
would attempt t o dlota te a peace, and a dictated peace 
coul~ not l aat any more t han Clemenceau' 8 dictated 
treaty . He r eiDArked that if the procedure had been 
one of coneultatlon and cooperation Cle~enceou mlgbt 
have obtained practically t he same terme from Genn.an.y 
and obttt.lned a eubatantlal popl!lar aooepta.noe or i t 
on t he part ot the Germ~n public . At least the moral 
baale , and moral oonei dera tlona h~ve not ceased to be 
important, would have been etronger. 

Whatever the outco~e or the war, there would re­
mR1n basic eoono!Dio and. pollt1o&l proble~r~e which oa.n 
only be solved on the baale of cooperat ion. In this 
eonnect ion, he returned t o hie original proposal that 
an 1nv1t atlon be addressed to him to a ddreee some pri­
vate eoonomi o organ1tat1on 1n the United Statee on 
some purely economic t op1o. He would not preauoe to 
suggest what organ1 rat1on would provide an appropri­
a te forum tor hie address, but be thought ot suob or­
ganl~at!ona a a the Nev York Academy or Political Scl­
enoe, the Interna tional Chamber of Commer ce, or per­
hape the Oounc1l of rorelgn Relations, although he 
thoug.ht i t vas beet t he t the soci ety should only be 
devoted eaeentlally t o economi c ma tters to wh1oh, he 
r epea ted , hie addr eaa would be oont1ned . He remarked 
that the Foreign Polley Aeeoo1at1on would definitely 
not do tor h~• purpo1e , e1nc e in Germany it waa con­
sider ed sa espec ial ly unfri endly to t he Reich . 

It waa no longer neceeaary, he e&id , that the in­
vitat i on carry an intimation that the Presiden t would 
be gla~ to r eceive hie call. He had been discree t ly 
~orking tor perm1aa1on to go to t he United State• 
a~ong a l1s1ted olrole or high off1o1alo and he 
t hought that a atra lght invita ti on even wi thou t any 
hint tha t the American Government bad been ooneulted 
would euttlce , elnce lt now would be ta~en tor grant'd 



I here that no A=erlcan organt,atlon would lae~e an ln­vi tatton to hia in tlaea eueh •• th~ preeent without having ln eoae va7 dleoueaed the matter in Vaahlngton . 
Tl•e vae more th8n ever or the eeeenoe , 1n v1e~ ot the preaent orlala . I t the lnfor u Uon he had re­ceived waa correct , v1&., that vtth1n two weekt or eo Prance •lgbt bt on the br ink or defeat and the United Sutee t aced W1 th the neoeeel t7 of making -.n 1netant declelon of whe ther or not to come 1mme41&tel y to the tull aealatanoe of the Weetern Povera, then the 1n­Yltatlon ehould reach hl• vltbln a tortnlgbt at the •err late1t. He 1nqu1re4 wbeth•r the Cl1pper lt1ll 1 topped 1n Sorttu<l.t. 

In oonclualon he aeld thAt it lt were decided t o 1••~• bla a n 1n•1tatlon it could be elaplJ addreteed •Re 1ohJa1nle ttr Dr. Scha cht, Berlin, • or, preferably, through the American Eabe1ey. He eald that he coul d wel l undera t~nd that the Government might obJect to having auch an invitation aent thro~gh the Embattf, but argued that in th11 1netance the Eabe117 would be pvrelr a neutral 1nteraed1ary availed or beeauat or Yarttmt di rtioult1ee ot tranamitt1on . 

I n conoluelon I inquired 11 to the truth of etorlet in the foreign preea that he had been coca1a­•ioned b7 bla Oo•ernaent - Bitler, according to cer­t&in tcoountt - to drav up a plan tor the eoonocuo reoonetruetion of Euro~~ . He denied thle emphatleal­ly, but aald that on hit ovn 1nit1atlve he had been worUng out toae 1c1ue vhlch he had 41eoutaed V1th certa in ofti otale, but he bad not completed the ttud1tt nor had there been much progreet towardl their roce1v1ng ot rlclal eont14erat1on. 

Coa2ent on our trlend'a proJect 1• dlff loult . Pereonelly I vould be te:apted to le t . him come on pri­vate 1nv1t at1on to hear what he hea to eay and 11e what be t rle e to do. It upon hte arrlv&l he engaged 1n anr Kloh1&Ytll1an 4upl1o1tr, 1 ehould th1nk he could be eaa117 oueted. I heve no 1llue1ona about hie •an1 ty, egotlam, ~b1t1on, all ot vh1eh keepe h1m from be ing hlRhly reliable. At tho ••""' t1mo 1 reoogn1te hll 16lll ty 1nd r ort1llty or 1saglna­t1on. Whlle he probobl7 exe~pl1f1e• •••• or tbe domlnttr1ng and perhapl e•en 1mper1al1at1o t r$1tt Wh1eh htve oharacter1ttd hi s Nation long bef ore the prev10UI r eglae. he certainly hat • preference t or 

• 
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an or~erly, ir somewhat reactionary world, and h&e a conception or international cooperation. 

I got a very distinct impression from his con­versation that he is still in contact with certain people in the German Government. Just who they are I don't know. Probably the conservative crowd who were around Goering in the Four Year Plan. (For surprisingly enough that rather revolutionary or­ganization is mainly directe~ by men or essentially conservative temper and background, who grumble at the unorthodox tasks and extreme government inter­ference in business wh1oh t hey are called upon to adm1n1eter.) Perhaps 1t is Goering himself. 

I am glad you are one or the key pillars of Government these fateful days and I hope that the burden of your work will not be physically too great. 

Yours sincerely, 

DONALD R. HEATH 
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•r dear Mr. Pr .. 1dent: 

In aooordanoe w1 tb the requee t contained 1n 

r our aeaorandua or June 19, I •• r eturn1ns berev1tb 
Aabaeeador l over•' letter t o rou of June 12 ~lob I 
baYe read v1th a sreat deal of 1ntereat. 

Beliln .. 

ho. 

!he Pr .. 1dent, 

!be Vblte ...... 
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Tt-41 UNOIJI ICCIIIlTA"T 0,. STAff. 

WAIHINCTOftl 

\J· 
\ 

Jul1 6, 1940 

kJ 4e&r Mr. Preetdent: 

You ur ra.-Pbtr that eOIZe w-uke l£0 I ra•• 10U 

to r~d • •••••s• wb1eh 1 had r~c~l'ft4 rr~ Cr . SchAcht 

tbrc'.JSh the flrlt Secre tary ot our t;J:baur 1n Berun . 

I have today reoe1ve0 e turthtr meee-se , 4ttt4 Hey 8, 

a copy of whloh I &a enolot1ng berew1tb. l btllevt 

rou v-Ul nn~ 1t or 1nttt"tlt. 

Belle•• •• 

Eno. 

~t Pr-ttldent, 

~ Yhlte Houet . 
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; Glsnt t dsJt•t al 

Memorandum of Convereatior. of May 8 , 1940: To Mr. Welles. 

I saw our fri end again today, who aald he had no ob­

eervatione or suggestions to make beyond repeating his be­

lief thAt if arrangements could be made for h1m to come 

to the States to deliver on address before some private 

organitat lon, and that if he could have the privilege or 

an informal conversation with the President , the Secre­

t8J'Y end you, the reeult wo•!ld be that Hitler -.•o•lld be 

gradually drawn into peace negotiations w~ich he could 

neither dominate nor escape from. Time, however, was 

more than ever of the essence , for the German Army wee 

mighty and might be led into action involvi ng terrible 

destruction which would render any efforts toward a con-

etr•uctivs peace very d1t'f1cult. . He would not say that 

active ~;ar would meke sane peece efforts in.poeslble be­

cause it was necessary to avoid a hopeless attitude and 

in any case he could not conceive that this war would 

term~nate with a decisive vic tory for either side . Even 

if such a result were poseible a stable neace could not 

be contrived or dictated on the bas i s of military auoe­

r1or1ty . At best en uneaey truce could be establlehed 
out 

which would breakL1nto a new war within the next twenty 

years . He could understand that governments of neutral 

sta tes hesitated to have any connection or discussions 
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w1th 1nd1vid~ols ~ho were not the heada or in the rul­

ing groups of the belliger ent PowerA , but lt was fre­
quen t ly the case that the head or a warri ng government 

was least fitted to enter into constructive peace n~go tia­

tions . In fact, whatever the other power s of a chief of 
state might be , the real power s for peace wer e usually be­
hind the throne. He d i d not affect omnieci~noe nor infal­
l i b i lity in hie predictions , but h i e analysis of tho Pitua­
tlon and i ts dangers had so f nr been proved to be correct . 
If Chamberlain had followed his advice (Just what advice 
he did not specify) the pr esent catastrophe would not 
have occurred. He went on to eay that if a cooperative 

Eur ope wer e t o emerge from the p r esent conflic t it was 
absolutely necessary that Amer-ica s tay out of the war. 

Once i n , President Roosevelt would find himsel f entirely 
unable to bring about a j us t end stable peace and thus the 
only power that co~ld bri ng about Auoh a r esult in Europe 
•,;ould d isappear since the Pope , the only othel' alternative , 
would be helpless alone to exert constr uctive influence. 

He avoided leads as t o ~~ether Germany wae intending 
to wage an offens ive or defensive wa r , remar king tha t 

there was s b8rr1er which p r evented him from telllne what 
he did know about the military s ituation . He referr ed to 
the unpredictab1lity or Hltltr's actions , but remar ked that 
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thP- situation wae dangeroue , fo r Hitler~ expe rl ence had 

been that ever y time that he took the initiative he won , 

whereae ;.-hen he followed a waitlng or defensive pol icy 

the other side gained gr ound . Wi th r egard to the Norwe­

gian campa i gn , while it had bePn a demonstra t i on of German 

military ability and British unpreparedness , i t was from 

the et~ndpolnt of high strategy essenti ally a defens i ve 

operation designed t o secure Germany ' s northern flank . 

He r ema rked that he had heard over the rs.dio of Dut ch 

cancell a t ion of mil i tar y furloughs and other measures 

and asked, rather scornfully, what pr ecise basis they 

had for this increase of alarm. He concluded by saying 

cryptically that he was going away f or a few days , that 

he d i d not want to be in Berlin at this precise time . 

1-!y i mpression ,.-as that l\-h1le he i s far from being 

closely informed, he ie acqumnted with s ome of the al-

ternative courses of acti on which have been considered 

and t hat he believes it likely that some eort of offensive 

with limited obJectives i e imminent . 

Donald R. Heath 
FirAt Secr etary 



J llll a, lHO 

X, dear Mr. Prtt1dtn' l 

I aa tending 70u a oopy of a lt,ter , da,td JUne ~G , 

wb1ob I ban reot1nd 'od&7 troa F'J'anlr. 0\ln\btr a nd lb1ab 

I btl1tYt w111 bt of 1n,treet ' o 70u. 

ltlltYI at 

Fa1,htU117 70ur1, 

lnoloiUJ'el 

Oop7 of letter froa 
Mr. Ounther , JUne 2G, 1~0. 

The Pru1dtnt 

'l'bt 'lihUe Hou u . 



Dear Sumners . 

Legation ot the 

United States ot Ameri ca 

Buohareet, J une 26, 1940 . 

I did not think that t he fol lowing was e ither authoritat ive 
or urgent enough to include in =1 telegram No. 299 ot June 26, 
11 a.o. Ma jor Rat ay, our Military At t ache, hobnobs const antly 
with a pretty i mportant croup ot Germane i n Buoharest, bot h 
sr.llitnry and civil, and, strangely enough, hae got t he im­
preeeion trom them that t he Germane are •grooming" the Duke 
ot Windsor tor puppet King ot England - Jus t a e Prince Ferdin­
and, son ot t he German ex-Crown Prinoe, ie bfting •groomed" t or 
active successcr t o Stali n att er t he expect&d suco~satul 
Russian campai gn . Prince Loui s Ferdinand .I.e well known t o 
our Embassy a t Berlin, is one- quart er Ruasian, and has a Rue­
s i an w1te . Ma jor Rat ay ia quite impressed with all t he above 
and says that t he Germans plan to set up rai r i mitations ot 
Nazi St ates i n bot h England and Russia. It appears t hat 
they have no one 1n view a s yet t or the White Bou se! 

The above i s an amazing t ale, I admit, but strange t hi ngs 
can happen, and now t hat I come t o think or 1t I recall see­
i ng in t he pr ess t hat t he Duke or Windaor had abandoned His 
military aesignment with the Frenoh Army and r etired t o t he 
Riviera, and aubaequentl y, w1th t he oollapa1ng ot t he French 
Army, had t aken himeelt ott to Madrid. I also reoall tbat 
he was alwaya very friendly diepoeed t owarde Germany; and 
t hat it waa otten ea1d t hat the real quarrel with Bal dwin 
wae not only about Mrs . Si mpson but over hie pro-German 
leanings and proclivitiee. 

With warmeet regards , I am, 

Yours most einoerely, 

The Honorable 
Sumner Welles, 

fRANKLIN MOTT GUNTHER 

Under Beoretary ot St ate, 
Department ot St ate , Wa eh1ngt on. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W.UHINOTON 

Tbe President wroie on origi.nal 

in longhand -•s. w. - 0. 1:. and 

aek our people in Scandinavia 

how many American• will oome. • 
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July 10, 1940 

My dear Mr. Preeidentt 

Iou will re .. mber t hat alter you received the re­
queet or t he Crown Prince or llorway that you aui st in 
bringing t he Crown Prinoeu and her t aai ly troa llorva.y 

t o t he United St at ea , you deci ded to aend a tranaport t o 
Peteamo tor the purpo'e ot bringing the Crown Prinoesa 
an4 her t aa1ly t o t he United St ates, and also tor the 
purpoae ot eva.ouating auch atranded Ameri oa.n citi zens 

in Northern Europe who wanted t o oome t o the United Sta.tn 
and could not come any other ~. 

At your requeat I inatruoted our embassi es 1n Berlin 
and i n London t o obtain aasurancea troa the German 1md 
British Oovernmente t hat the veeeel would not be i nter­
terred with on ita pro Jected voyage. We have t odar re­
ceived aaeuranoee in thie eenee troa both Oovernmenta. 

Do you Wilh ae, a• a riret atep, t o have our Minieter 
in Stcokbola inquire ot t he Crown Pr1noees whether ehe de­
eire• t o ooae t o the United St atea 1n the way propoaed, 

and, 1n t he event that tho reply i s i n the att1rmat 1ve, 

do 

The Prui dent 

The Wh1t e Houee. 
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dO JOU villh Ill to s et 1n t ouoh vith the tiar and RaY7 

Departoent e 1n order t o t1nd out what arrangement• oan 
be aade t o eend a traneport t o Petaamo tor thst purpoee? 

Beli eve me 

Paitht\ll17 70ure, 



.- -
WASHINGTON 

hlJ' U, lMO, 

IIIIIORDWK roR 

Till: UWDI:R 8J:OU'URT OJ' STATE 

I \horough17 appr o•o tbe 
\hough\ \ ba.\ we ebollld be able 
\o get rld of dead wood ln tbe 
Dlploa&tlc Se~CI when DOOiee&rJ' . 

For 70U% 1Dfo~UOD, \here 
1e an ol d •a~ l aw by wblch an 
offioer on \he ac\:ln lle\ caD 
be furloughed, in wbloh oaee be 
d.ftw oD17 b&U pay. I U &beN\ 
t o ue \hie old law to oo.pel 
\he reU~\ of a m.ber at 
otfloere. ~oul7 tb.ey wlll 
not e\ay l~ OD tllrlftiP u 
balt pay blat will apply tor 
Yol1111\ai'J' reunuat alter 
\hlrty yean ··~01 - 1A 
wtalola OUI \hiJ' Cat \hrel­
qu.rtlre p&7 tor \he net ot 
\hllr 11 ne. 

F. D. R. 
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My dear !lr. President : 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

July 8 , 1940 

I know your interest in the following subject 

matter, so I bring it to your attention in this manner. 

There are quite a number or individuals in the 

Foreign Service wllo come under the general category or 

"dead wood"• Under the present law they can be voluntarily 

retired after thirty years or service provided they 

have reached the age or sixty years. The law was 

amended to that errect in the Act or April 24, 1939. 

The catch at present is that they may retire after 

thirty years or service and before they reach sixty, 

but it they do their annunity is curtailed. or course 

none or them want that . 

Betore the amendment or the law in 1939 they could 

be retired attar thirty years or service at Whatever 

their annunity was at that time and irrespective ot age . 

I know 

The President, 

The White House. 
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I know you are very much interested in promoting the 

efficiency of the Foreign Service . It cannot be run at 

top speed with a number of officers in the high brackets 

who for varying reasons have lost their efficiency and 

who insist upon staying on until they can get the 

maximum retirement irrespective or the good of the 

Service . A lot ot •dead wood• was got rid of in 19)4 

and 19)5 as you will recall . It should be done again 

soon in the interests of the Service , but under the law 

as it exists it cannot be done because they insist on 

hanging on. 

Realizing your interest in the general subject, I 

bring the matter to your attention 1n this way in the 

hope you will indicate whether you would favor a change 

in the law to make possible the objectives mentioned 

above . It will have to go to the Budget in the next few 

weeks if it is to be done. So I press it upon your 

attention now tor that reason and for the additional reason 

that I do not care to proceed with it unless it should 

have your approval. 

I am attaching a memorandum which is rather technical 

and which does not ment but the program 

outlined in which would ve them. 

Enclosure : 

>ait~y youro , 

Memorandum. 



MEHORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Under the provisions of the Foreign Service retirement 

law prior to its revision by the Act of April 24, 1939, voluntary 

retirements after thirty years of service, without restriction 

as to age, were authorized in the discretion of the Government . 

Officers whose strength and capacity to carry responsibility 

were declining , not infrequently availed themselves of this 

privilege, Which was, of course, definitely in the interests of 

the effioiency of the Foreign Service as a whole . I n the re­

vision of thi s law (Act of April 24, 1939) it was felt that as 

a measure of economy it would be feasi ble to restrict thirty 

year voluntary retirements to officers who had reached a minimum 

of sixty years of age, or if officers should desire to retire 

before reaching that age, to require them to accept a materially 

reduced annuity. 

After a period of administration under the new law, the 

personnel and administrative officials concerned are of the 

opinion t hat the provision explained above is not in the interest 

of the Government; and that it will result in the retention of 

some officers in the upper dasses of the Foreign Service for 

several years after they have passed their maximum usefulness. 

If the international situation were more normal, t he correction 

of this could doubtless appropriat ely wait for some further 

period, but the existing situation and the possi ble reorientation 

of some of the features of our foreign representation require 

at thi s time the best obtainable Forei gn Service. It is 

therefore 
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therefore believed that l egielation to remedy thie d1fticu~ty 

is suffici ently urgent to request a directive from the President 

ae to whether he desires to procure euch legislation during 

the pr esent session of the Congress. 

The folloWing f actors summarize very bri efly the consider­

ations involved: 

1 . A careful study indicates that it would not be neces­

sary to relnaot a provision authorizing thirty year voluntary 

retirements without r eetr iotion as to age (although euoh re­

tirements are authorized by law in the discretion of the 

President with respect to officers of t he Army and Navy and 

many large business organizati ons maintain such a policy) . A 

part of the economies instituted by the Act of April 2~, 1939, 

could be retained and the situation adequately met, if discretion­

ary voluntary retirements after thirty year s or servi ce shou~d 

be authorized only in the oases of officers who are fifty-rive 

year s of age or more. This would require no ohan~e in the 

present law except to substitute "fifty-five• for "sixty• wherever 

i t occurs in Section 26( d) of the Act of April 2~. 1939 . 

2. This proposal is regarded a s pri marily in the interest 

of the Government, although it wo ul d seem wholly Justifiable 

to authorize retirements at age fifty-five of officers who have 

spent thirty years or more abroad in the service of the Govern­

ment. The reepons1b1l 1ties resting on th~ Foreign Service 

require 
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require that ite officers, and particularly those in the upper 

grades having many years of experience, be Wholly qualified to 

act as reoresentat1ves of this Government in foreign countries. 

With some three hundred diplomatic and consular establishments 

to maintain in all parte of t he world, it is in some oaeee 

impossible to utilize, in the beet interests of the Government, 

the services of an officer who, because or declining health or 

advancing years, is no longer fUlly qualified to meet the 

representative responsibilities of the Service. Such officers 

have often rendered many years or excellent service and are not 

disabled to the extent that they could be retired or request 

retirement for total disability, The proposed legislation would 

make it possible to eliminate such officers without doing them 

ser ious inJustice. 

3. The Foreign Service Act provides that the Treasury 

Department shall be responsible for actuarial work required for 

the Foreign Service retirement system and the Actuary of the 

Treasury has estimated that the change proposed above would 

eventually increase the cost of the retirement system by not to 

exceed $50,000 to $6o,OOO per annum. Although some officers of 

the State Depart ment believe this contemplates more such retire­

mente than would occur, it ie felt that the value to the Govern­

ment in increased efficiency or the Foreign Service would far 

exceed this estimated coat. 

~. 
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~. It ls found that the capac ities of some Foreign 

Service officers decli ne very defi nitely after age fifty - five, 

alt hough this is not the case with many other officers. The 

Forei gn Service is in many respects t he most hazardous of t he 

permanent comrnissioned services of this Government when this 

country is not actually engaged i n war . Forei gn Service off icers 

and their families are, even when t he Uni ted States is a t 

peace, not only subj ect to unheal thful condi t i ons and extremes 

of cl imate (often without having suitable medical f acilities 

avai lable), but they are also subject to all the dangers of 

forei gn ware, of civil strife i n forei gn count ries and of major 

catastrophes. As i ndicative of th e effect of t his particular 

type of responsibility and l iving (although it would hardly be 

d esirable to publicize this statement), the fi rst eleven years 

of operati ons of the Foreign Service group insurance, under writ ten 

by the Equitable Life Assurance Societ y, shows the mortality 

of the group to be approximately 20 percent higher than groupe 

i n this country doing r easonably comparabl e types of work. 
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Letter to PUR from Sumner Wellea- July 12, 1940 -
Re ttelephone o~ll ~d tele&ram f rom Joe Kennedy 
re hi1 opinion th&t Col. DonoYan cannot poaaibly 
~et any intorm&tion except thru our existing 
ailituy ~d nnal a.ttachu ~d that hie mhaion 
will aimply result in oreatin& contusion ~d mia­
underatandi~ on put ot Brithh. 

The fT eaident sent ori&tnal letter frat~~ Welle• ot 
July 12th ~d ll:ezmedy 1a cable to Secretuy Knox on 
July lSth, uk~ him to take it up 'llith Hull ~d 

to try to atraighten it out. 

SeetFrank ll:nox-Drawer l - 1940(July 1~ , 1940 memo} 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PRIJAT! A ;g.riB!IIIAb 
JUly 16, le.o. 

IIEIIO!WIDUV FOR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 

TO READ AJID R ETURJI 

r . D. R. 

Letter !rom Karl A. Bickel 
to Tom Corcoran i n re Na&i 
aot1vi t1ea etc . 1n South A=er1oa, 



.. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 0 1' STATIC. 

WASHINGTO N 

July 19, 19.0 

M;r dear Mr. Pree1dent: 

I have read ~1th a great deal or interest the let­

ter ~h1ch you aent to me w1 th your me mor&nd um or July 16 

&nd which I am returning berew1 th. 

There is no doubt that Jim Miller or the United 

Preae hal long experience with and ia an acute ob server 

ot inter-American attaira. I tully agree with hie point 

ot view that it ~oul d have been better tor this Govern-

ment to aend a more impoaing naval force to the South 

Atlantic than the t~o cruieere which are now there. AI 

you know, I urgently recommended that a larger roroe be 

sent but attar you had gone into the matter very tully 

wi tb Admiral Stark, you reached the oonolua1on that thh 

wae the beet we could do under preaent oond1 tione . It 

and when the fleet 1e withdrawn !rom Hawaii, I still hope 

it may be poee1ble to eend a squadron down the east ooaat -

not tor a protracted stay but eolely tor a v1eit or demon­

stration. 

The Pruident, 

'l'he White Houee. 
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AI you know, the ccnr1dential conYereatione betwPen 
our mi l itary and naval crrioere and repreaentatiYel ot 
the armiee and nav1ee of the other American Republica 
haYe been eingularly eatietactory and etarr conYereat1one 
are to commenoe the tiret week 1n Auguet. In the long 
run theae clear underatand1nga between the military and 
naval eetabl1abmenta or the United Statee and the other 
Amer1oan Republ i ee will be more productive than mere dem­
onetratione or naval strength. 

Believe me 

lly youre , 

Eno. 

l 

' 



My dear To• Corcoran :- ~u wtll reaember that in our v~rious telka about the Lat1n·4mer~can aitu&~1on I bave atntioned Jia Killer . Jta he1 bt4n ln South Aa•r1can Iince 1915 ~ hss betn in char&t of tht United Prtll deYelopeaent ln wd Alaerlca 11nee 1916--ln otber wor.is thrOU&h all or lt. He knows 1t0tt iapo.rt~n.t Lat1n.-Aae.rt.caru 1n aort lAtin l'lo8tr1ca.n countries t~ any othor Aaer lo&n on that continent, I bel1eYt1 ~d he certainly hao a most ~ia~ comprthcnsive underst~nd1ng or tbt Vht1ous influences and oaotlona that aakt Lltln-Aa•rlcans to tna Y3rlou~ countr1tJ t.h.1nk A."ld act '' theT do . Por rta.;onl that t .-til not co into no• be hAl a apeclally close eont.act. with tbe braz.Ullan a1nd and. h.e bo.t eoat.ac:ts with tbe Jlad-holst- despot-41ctator AOYaent in Brazil tblt rJ.rt tx.aept1onal .. Aa thia is an entir ely personal lttter to aa.t I hope th• t you will not let it outot your possession • Ot oou~•e 1£ you wish to 9hOW lt to the ~bdtt B.ou.at or .llr . Hopkins or Noble that ia eru.lrtly aa,ree4ble. 
" .u you CDow" be wr1 tta, • a &rt&t aany ot t..lte Ar~ ottlcera 1n every arl in the A.B.C . eountlrea l•• pro Xa~1 . tbl• is alao 'rue or Uru&l.laY . I tact 1n t.ht lAttor country 1 they art Uad to &n alao1t alBr mlng do reo . I am nbsolutly oert~io that in Brazil , Vargaa would throw his luck in w1tn the t:Oui •a in • a.inute 1t 11.- cGt.Ud only be otrt.Lln th.>tt th.ey woU.ld 1•••• b!m 111 _powar . In tAct be bal .l.lreac11 pl&.."l:le4 to beat tMII to 1t by est.,bUsbiD.g a.o absglutt t~tallt.arie.n &OYtrDifl\t in BrazU be-tort the t.ot:tllt.ar1tans arrht. It la .:1 per~onal btliet --•t thia tiae-- that a s1a1lar s1t\Lat1on to a deuee also exs11t1 in the .V"O:nt1n.e lll.\d Chile . 

" rhe trouble is, Karl, that none ot t.Mae natlo:ma really appreciate th.e aczentat ot ~. o.nittd Statea. !h*7 a r t 1nt1n1ttly better 1ntor»ed &bou.t tbe UnitK S-tate• today t;b&n they wert 1 ••1 1n 191.4 or 19'20, due to t,.•,e1r newepa~r c ontacts witb Aaer1ea but. the1.r poltt1c1ana and IOldiers 1 as a croup, are still miChty lialted in their internationAL view point •bleb, in the end , 11 also warped. by whtlt they deea thoi.r: per1onal rort~es . Take Va r gs$ ror lnst~ce. Be never riadA ~n1thin6 but Por t U&ese and b.is ac tu.al intoratLon as to •bAt is coin& oo 11 e xtre .. ly UaJ.ttd to what his own l1a1ted. cl..Nle tell bta. 1'be chief or pollee of Rio de J..nerlo 1s t b.tJ on ot a Gtraan--Pb.lint o VUJ.ler, wbo Ms a larce control over the censors p and bo actually keeps Va rcfts t rom reading a aood deal or mat er ial that he does not think ~l riaa ouah~ to read . That is alao truo to a de&ree to cer~'ln of tb4 other ainlstera . 
• For tbe put'i)Osea ot W Uni te4 St.ate1 t-e sbou.ld take tbe aenera_ attitude that ttone or these pollt.lCill\1 can bt t rU5te4 1n t;he 1nttrttts of dtaocr&CJ or tbe Un1~e4 ~tatea. Araoba 11 recarded as a trltnd ot the Unittd St•tea but ~r&nha autt do and w111 do what 1• required to keep hill ln power and U a he does not hav e an)' dt! tni t e knoJtled&A aa t o what ctw trn1tt4 S.Utea will do S..n certain tYtn~.alltiea b.e wUl probably throlf hil lack in with tM ll'aciat. He aa:r ta.t.• e too . 
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•Orti•, tne presiuo~t or the Arge~tine, il o man of super ior otteinmonta 
and ls the aead ot a aovormont t~t roots rar dooper in democratic soil 
t han in cer t•~ ot~r countttes, but Mr. Orti• baa nover been 1n t~ 
United 6t 3tes and hil cont act' wt th America, •••~• z~z&aazz•••~zeeeaz either 
per sonal o r th.ro readin& IIWit be vta Sp~sb. A uJorlty of tbe o!fic.ro 
or tho a,.,.y and navy art believed to be pro /lui, Ortiz 1s no dictetor 1<0d 
ho has no interest 1J 'bein& one but you can be sure tbat he ..-111 do ovory 
UUn& be IIUSt do to keep the Nazi's ou.t at the &rcont!Jie and 1t 1t ia necu•or 
to adopt o oe• fora ot coTeraent to aebine tois obJect I belieY@ tba.t 
llo will toke t he atop--ro&ordless or how dUtat atotul lt al&bt be to h1.a 
personally . lt Greet llrition 11 defeated tbe etroct IJI this country, which 
bo• always hod very oloao Br1t1sb relations , wtll be prt ound and al=Oat anytb1~ 
might happen . 

• Every American here i s excoodin&ly hopeful thut Pr esident Roosevelt 
wlll send at least siX t o ten cru.1:Jers and one of our bi g,est air c:rett 
carr1er5 to Rio and 8/A as soon as possible . Two or tbree cruisers won't do . 
T~so South Amerieans do NOT btlleve that we ~·• strenaht . They do NOT 
bellen that we haYe a will to stre~ht. Hotbi~ that aey one oays will 
UIOunt t o a wboop_ Tbay do not believe that tbe untted ~Utes C<m do 
any 110ro tor tbe11, a .;.&alll#t the Hni'o, than tho Britiah did in their tuablo 
OYer Korway. They reel that 1D event or a h&1 attack tbeJ would be tn.e 
certAin su!f~rer5. 

• tha first tbi~ that obould be done--and we abould not lose an hour 
ln do1na i t and I aean Juat that-- is to aend ll#nl forces to Rio end B/A 
that will MEAN· so~ethin& . One or two cruisers only eeens weakness . It 4ooa 
not convey any i dea ot atren&llt. Tha South American reasons that one or two 
craiaers- - they are 'nt 'bi& or impressive l ookin& tU a rul~t--are all we co..a 
apare and tbnt only co~!rms his belief t~t tho Unitsd St a t es is weak--end 
they hovo no t i111e tor wealcneso in those d!Q's. We otust sond a Mval Md an 
aY1at1on force that wi l l be truly i mpresa1• e . TWo hundred ai r planes o.-ar 
Guanabara and Rio will wauao aDOU&b. of an iaproasion to stop a lot of wrona 
thinkin&--it will a aka eTory politician in Ba a•11 t o thlnk a lo~ twioa. 

" .ur planos count •tth the populace down here any how. Nv.val vessela 
don't um so aucb except aa they are associated wttb planes _ This 1a 
oapocially true in B/1 where the boats lay 10 fer out tbey cannot be well 
••en bJ tbe people. !bey ••• the planes ... 

" Re.•eaber tbe Lat-1n-Aaer1can nations ba•• not seen an iapresst• • 
d1apley ot Aaeric an nanl stre~bt ainc• 1907 wMJ> Bob Ev..ns caoe around. 
bere With the fleet. To atnd down • destroyer or vu11er or two now s1.Japl y 
aakt a a bad :situation worst.. Talk about our aptnd1n£ t1Te bllllon tor ar•s 
do .. not hove nny effect on thoae people. They llovo hoar d all about bi& 
expenditures before. ~~t they want to see ia the armt-

• Barney writ oa Ill& that 10111e of the State Dopartsont people aoem to t ool 
that o~y the youna 11en in tho arm)' are pro Nazi. Tha t• not true to an.r 
errect1Te extent. A raw ot the olde r men who have tr&Ytled are iapresatd with 
tilt O. S . but 110st or tho otricora, old and iJiport•nt and 70Un& and 1apotuou. , a 
are pro. ,Bazi. 

•hr&•• Will play with \U 1t t ho tact ot our atroft6bt i s ostoblisn.d 



but if in the mean t1m9 and before th~t is accomplished the British t ake a whipping or make a bad peace Varga$ will be in the other camp before we can do anything about lt. No one down here is going to believe that we can or we will protect them until we show them that we can. The idea that the United St totes can wait unti l ...ranha gets himself in power is a distinct mistake because i t assUQeS tha t Arrw.ha can do thet and that 1f he did he would obt~in power under circumstances that wouldpermit him to be pro democratic. t ts t aking a t errific risk on a very long chance . 
"The Gerlll:ll\ a.~~bassador here has gone to the .Foreign minister and threatenedbim w1 tn a.-ermanic wrath Ullless he did cert~in things . He cal led to his embassy the director of one of the leading newspapers and t old him that unJ.eso his newspaper gave the German slant to things he would be 1 taken care of • and he got away with it • These people must lnve real backing to shove that sort of thing off. 

" As o matter of fact, Karl , the Germans have a greater r espect for ourpower than the Sud Americans . The Germans know wha t we did in the last war but all concerned in t hat war have been busy ever • since explaining that we had nothin4! to do with the r esult and the Latin­Americ311s have c011e t o believe Cllem . 

n Try and get the people in Washington to appreciate t his :-­that the situation do~~ here will change over night if we make a real 
~1splay or fft!ae· 5enJ down at least, six to ten cruisers and a battle ship or t~o , I hope, two air plane carriers with pl~~es abd get tho planes into the air over tnese capitals on the east coast . 

" In certain quarters there is a constantl y voiced fear that we must not do something to annoy tllese people . I appreciate and unders t and tha t f ear but its a mistake to let it go too far and that is wnat we a re doing--and to all the people south of Peru that is now a sign or wenkness . 

" In my opinion_ :1..1' one or two German or Italian battle ships break thro tlle bleckade--as they easUy -.J.ght now- -and show up in Bio some morning, t.be goverment here migh-t quiCkly come out loo ~ Nazi and we'd be in a very unfortunute position. If Brazil does this others down here will be sorely shaken in their position and tho pressure to get tbem to do the same will be al~aost overwhelming. Basically the ~ople are fora us but with a ....... ~ pro Geratan air tight censorshi!f;.not a line ge t s thro that doesnot meet their views, so the people know very littler 

Tnts is the jist of his letter . Et is entirely confidential and personal and I must ask that it in no way get into any hands but your own ( with the exceptions noted) 4s it must not ever reaet against Jilu in South Am rica and it easily could. Thats wilY I don ' want any wanderin& diplomats to get hole of it or~any unofricials" It seemed to present a picture tbat while , I am sur e far from new to the White House, might give the Pr esident certain new details . In any event 1t its merely some more of what you already have plentyL~astroy it. I was delight ed to note we a re sendin& So planes to Guatemala. nne. I hope the~op~ Kexico City. 
Cordially, -t<. ~ . .:., ;t....,_.e_ 



~~ 11, 1140 

It 4ear •r. Pn114tat: 

I aa eaoloi111C1 topthel' vlth &II u pl&DatOJ'7 a .. o­

ND4• a441'teee4 te ro• 'bJ Dr. lerlt, a ••reete4 ....... 

M 'lie ttat bJ Jft te t he COJICI'IU I'IOOUeD4111C the reaoftl. 

ot reetrlotleae .. the leD41DC power ot the lzport-lapert 

laU u4 the lllonatt ot the laalt' e leD41DC power bJ 

teoo,ooo,ooo. 
n h ., eanaeet ~wpe that 1t tht •••ute4 atteace 

le eaUetaote17 te , .. , u ..., be ttDt to tha coarnu 

OD .0114&1 1 l~ II, aa4 be .a4e p•bllo llpOD thd dato. 

It thle vtl't 4oae, lt voul4 ~•e a aoet helpful &114 ooe­

etraotl•e etteet .,._ the 4ellberat1oae of the Rabaa& 

COIIe~tetlYe aeetlac• 

.. u .. e• 

lntlot.relrl 

ratt~lr roare, 

SUMNER WELLES 

... I'M ... , h17 18, 1140 • 

....... to tile c ........ 
'fho Pnel&oat, 

!tat ftlte loue. 
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Letter to FDR from Sumner Welles--- August 8 ,~40 

Encl oses copy of Lord Lothian's lotte!! to him of 
August 8, 1940 with two memor anda--Lothian refers to 
Declaration by Churchill as to futuro of Britioh Fleet 
made on June 4th •- attached ia FDR ' s longhand notes re 
assurance on part of Primo Minister that in event of 
waters becoming untenable thnt shi ps be sent to other 
parts of Empire for defense of Empire ete1 nlao makes 
stipulation re 99 yr lease for air bases to protect U.S. 

SeetNavy -Drawer l - 1940(oorrea on 50 destr oyers) 



THE W HITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

p..sf 

Augua\ l2, 1940. -
M£MOAAHDUM FOR 

'l'Hi: UNDER S£0RJ:'l'A.Rr OF &TATS 

ApparenUJ the An:t an4 la'f'J 

4o not wlah the Rear Acllaln.l aa4 

the Br1gad1er General to ~r-

olde the preeen' I&Yal and 11111~ 

.u~ •• •• thle wcnal4 be ~4 

II a llap a\ \hi la,,er. 'ftliNfON 1 

\biJ wut the Adall'll. an4 tiM 

O.ael'll. to be 1 aUaahe4 to ._ 

Klllla1171 &I IPIOlal Oblll"'ll'l. 

!bat ..... to be all rlpt. 

r . D. ~ 

Dlepatoh returned to 
Under Seers tary \felle 8 wl tb 
memorandum. 

\ 



J.OCNo«•ll Or"r KIIol. CO.. .. ~ f'IOf8l TO 

TMC HC.IIIITAilll'l" 0#' nATa 
WA.,otlf04'TOM. D, C, 

Hy dear Hr . President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

August 8, 1940 -
I fe el I should bring the attached telegram from 

Joe Kennedy to your a ttention. I shall be grateful if 

you ~1ill let me kno~1 what reply you wish me t o make. 

I am somewhat perplexed because it bad been my 

understanding, from what you told me, that the officers 

now sent t o London were to be regarded as attach6s of 

the Embassy. 

Believe me 

Enclosure 

The President 

The White House. 



PS~ \'' 
I 

lQ' 4ear ltr. Pndcleat: 

ID aooord&noo Vi~ our tolopboDo ooa~onatloa ot 

Wo IIOl'DlJII, I aa oaolollnc borov1~ tbo two drotto 

wblob I nat to JOU onr ~~ toloplloae aa4 wtl1ob 10• 

&p!)J'OftC. 

LoUal&a bu aot 1•t rotu.I'Do4 to Vub~n, bot I 

........ , ..... tM\ I w1olt \o liM hla vpnU7 t h1o 

aHa...- aa4 •• .._ •• I oaa talk v1 Ua h1a, I ehall 

bu4 h1a ttlooo oaploo •• we &l"oc!. 

loll•••-

... 1 ..... •• 
,., .. & .... . 

fto PNoU.a\, 

1M ftUo ...... 
~ ....+- • j.,,... , <6. ,, -t., .A.f . ..._ ri , ...J 

s, t. . - n~ - ~..-L·I- 19 Vo ( ",.-, ·~ - ~ fC' c( - ... , , ... ) 



..... , iO, lHO 

1rJ tear •r. Proddn\a 

1 aa eaelo11111 a oopJ ot a atiiOKAII• wtuol:l U. 

111a11hr ot 0..4& len wltll • \ll11 athnooa. 1 

un w'-l , ... a '"" ot tbu aoaort.Ailua \o u. S.o,.._ 

t&rJ ef \M .. ., wt• .. rlqtlOI' Ula\ llo 111410&\0 \0 

.. u.. .. ,." et "'• l'lfl7 wlllu 1lloalt " ..... 

lelle .... 

Pal uat1l1l7 , .... , 

3umoer Welles 

laolOIVOo .. -.... .. 



...,_.,, to, lttO 

., ...,. Ill'. Pnll .. ata 

!be lllallter et Oaaaf.a ulh4 •JIOil •• thla atteP­

.... u4 lift wUia H a ... ,.. ... et wb1ob I Heleae .. ..,. 
l lllaft ••nt.a -.1 .. ot t.lt.le aeaonua4• to \be 

....... .., ., ...... " \lila ... """ ot tbe .. .,. ... 

laaYe ,... .. , ... tna tbea •• lladl•Uoa ot tile replJ 

Will ala ,.., ~.111ft alanlt " ..... 

.. u .... 

llaol...n• ._ ...... 

............ 
ftle lllUI ..... 

SUMNER WELLES 

I I 



Allpe' tl , lHO. 

111 clear llr. PrteUeau 

fbe Aue,ra11an M1a1•••r 1••• .. ~1• at••raoon a 

••w of a ••l•pu 4att4 Allp" 11 wblo M Me ""1ft4 

t .... llr. INOt, tat AuUrtl1aa 11p 0-1U10Dtr 1D 

1.oa4on. I • , .. ltdDI a ""' bertwltla tor,..,. 1alor­

.. uoa. 
'ftle tu•e U "' terta lt7 •r. INtt wo'l).4 etta '' 

allow '!:ad tlat tUuUoa 1e ..... tMOU'&I1DI t1:au •• ~ 

•••• l:&ope4. 1 aa 1at11 .. 4 '' •at• •~:at•• fl.-rt• •• ••­

tun•• ••-••• aa '" ....,, .,. INN laaa Hta ••tt•­

•1••17 paaela1a,1t froa ~ H11DA1DI of '" war •1'1:& 

npr4 '' ~ ll'iUela pHlUoa • 

.. u ..... 

llltloa111't. 

ftae Prte14tn,, 

!be llbl•• ...... 



l 

., ... , llr. Preeldoata 

I .. eeeloela, borevltb a ..,, of a lottor I lilaYe 

I'HelYed .. .., ,... Le .. a.t.blaa la wblela be .... , .... 

the 4oe1Pe of tho lr1t1~ O..erae1nt t or farther 

.. hrlll r,... ~~ Oo\to,..ll\ ot tbl Vnltod lta\H. 

1 lilaYe nat oep101 ot thll OOIO-II•lOIIUOil to tbe 

looN\II'J ot a. u4 to the ... ,. .. .., of the .. .,. 

t• tbelP latorMU•. 

1o1u ... 

h.l UlhllJ , ..... 

laol .... l 
,_ .. 11'1\l.aa ' l Fl ...... 
, .... , n, lNO. 

,... .... l .. llt, 

... llll- ••••. 

e -I • ' 

~er Ad ; n 



I '~ I J ,. 1- ' , ~. 11)... ) 

P.s r · J' ft/.11~ 
Tbt DepartQent ot State 11 glad to annoUrtce that 

A.ller1C:fn ~ Me progreaaed en route to the 

Unitt~ 9tatea to a point ~lch la not 1111 than 400 

allee vett or the coaat or England an4 11 now eon­

e14trt4 to be out or danaer. 

The 4ee1&1oo to route the Agtrlqan Jd.&1.9.Q on the 

course ahe tolloved vae ma4e a t a c<Wlrertnqe between 
<;1!-.,L. ~c 

Admiral Stark or the Navy, roeponal~e ottlcera ot the 

" Army and reaponalble otflcera or the Oopart~ent ot 

State. The dec lelon waa made on the advice or the 

t:av8.1 tw.thor1 t1e a. 

Frequent telegraphic and ttltphonlo comcunlc•tlon 

between the Depar~ent or State and lte £mbaaa1te in 

London and Berl1n and eore frequent ttltgraphlc c.orre­

epondence betweea the Department an4 tbott oftlcte WtLt 

11&4 4urlng the paat & or 6 ~·. 'file Oep&rcaent or 

State conaldared the courae or the Yttttl a queetlon 

or Na•al operation . The veettl vaa oonaldtr td under 

the management or the War Department, to Wblch Depart­

aaent eht belongs . 

On Auguat 9 t he Depar tment or State noti fied eaob 

or the belligerent so•ernmente the courae the ••eeel 

vould tollow end the t ahe vould oall from Potoamo 

On tbat OOtR"II Auguat 16. 

teob or the belligerent aoYtrnaente accepted the 

notlot and gave their &lttnt. 

9uboequontl7 at &:•& (Bor l1n tlao) tho afternoon 
ot 
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or August 14 the German Government orally advised the 

American Embassy in Berlin that the German Air F'oroe 

had pointed out that the proposed course or the 

American Legion, passing between North Rona and Cape 

Wrath, would bring the vessel into the field or 

dangerous air operations. It wae stated tha t the air 

force hnd been fully advised of the course of the 

vessel but that the possibility had to be reckoned 

with that in foggy weather or other c ircumstances the 

American Legion might be mistakenly attacked in the 

belief that it was a belligerent vessel and in view 

of this f aot the German Government urgently suggested 

an alternate course wnioh would take the veeeel on a 

more northerly course between Iceland and the Faroe 

Islands. 

The responsible British naval authorities advieed 

the American Embassy in London t hat that more nor t herly 

route was a much more perilous ccurse than the one 

whi ch the American Government had adopted and that not 

only was it unsafe but was highly dangerous because of 

mine fields. The British authorities advised the 

American Embassy in London tba t there were no paeeages 

through those mine fields along which the American 

Legion could be pi loted with safety. 

No mention was made in the correspondence between 

the American Oovernnent and the German Governoent or 
m1nea 



a1ne1 atrevn b7 the Oei'QAI\ Oovernatnt along the route 

tt. uuol rollowd. 

The ~ertcap Legion tollove4 preo1atlr the oour• • 

or1g1n&lly agreed to b7 all tho b<lll1geronto and hoo 

fortuna Uly oor&l7 puoo(l throuS)l the danger <one . 

A-L: BL: Sllll 
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THC: WHfTC H04JSC 
W~IHOTOH 

IIJ!IIOIUIDUII 10R 

I!Jde PUitL I. T. t 
A!lrl'ao,~ 

Tlli: UIDIII BIWllnAIIT OP B!.lR 
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Dear Nloo LeHand• 

DEPARTMENT 0" STATC 
WldHINOTOH 

I think you ohould have the f ollowing raota avail ­
able tor tho Praaidont 1 a 1ntoraat1on. I huaate to 
trouble ht. myeelr with regard to thea at a time when 
he 11 under 10 great a etra1n. In the eYent, hovever, 
that there are any further development• in tlt1 o aattor, 
I fool that tho informati on attached thould be available 
to h1• through you. 

About t wo weeki ago Hall Rooeovolt called me up on 
the telephone and told •• that a contraotor, a N.r. I. J. 

Dutty, wao intoreetod in tho oono truot1on ot now air 
t1oldt 1n Cuba vbioh wore to be financed 1n port br thio 
GoYOrnunt. He added that Mr. Dutty vao well known to 
tho Pree1dont and aokod vhtther I would arrange t or 
Colonel Batiota to rooe1ve Kr. Dutty 1t tho latter wont 
to Habana. l replied that l could not undert ake to mate 
any appoint•ent ot tha t chtraoter, but that 1t Xr. Dutt1 

Mleo Karguerltt A. LaHand, 
Private Beore tarr to the Preoidont, Tho White Houae. 



4tt1rt4 lO go to Kahana I vou14 ••t Aab .... 4or Kttatr.•ltb 
to t.al t w1 tb ha. 

That. 11 •11 I UIO'It or the o•u ptraonally, but U ,nce 
Mr. Dutt711 Yltlt. to 8a~, Aabattador Metttr~lth hat 
vrltttn me ••••r•l letter• on the tubject an4 tae lnto~ 
tlon I v1tb to bring to your attention 1• oontl1r.e4 1n 
tbt latt of thtlt l tt\trt, n&&tl1, one dated Augutt 21, 
together vttb the enolo eurtt thereto. 

8tl1nt m:t 

EnoloeW"t: 
Free Aabaatador Mttttrtaltb, Habana, Augutt 21 , 1~40. 



~ S....or: 

BabGAa I 0\lH. I 
Auc· 21• lMO. 

1 oa rotorr1D& tlinlw' to ,...... ~t\or ott Allplr\ 8th DDLI aino ot Jw&v.ot ~h oD4 lUh wUh roi!IU'4 to tho rtolt horo ot llr. 1.~. llltty, TOll WUl reoall \hot llr. llltty - • ben u. .....,.,.. anv \be 4DJ ot hlo orrl 'r&l. 1D llo.beno DDLI, oo o rellllt of our OOD'I'orooUca, he o\oto4 thot ho .... row.nuaa t o \be lhl1to4 Stotoo loooo41oto17 Wl\l>Oolt -lac..._. llero oa4 \hot ho -a 1at- hlo prillolpotl.o 11114 uoooioho \hot hlo rtolt bore ot Wo UM 1D ooDDootlCil Wlth probob~ air­pori OD4 o1rtlol4 toolUUoo""' _,,... OD4 ~. 
Tutol'<lo.1, \be llo.U At\oohl, llojor lo~o,l.Dto....,a.., \hot .... -.... 11&4 .. - h1a --ho-~ ot \be rtoU bore of o llr. llltty 1o -•U.., Wl\h tho proboblo cOII· otiNDU<a ot olrporto a114 o1rtlol4o, whloh our ~•-t -wl tl.Daooo \l!.rOIIill \be llo;Jort • ...,.,... Blmlt, •J07 lo~ tol4 l£1', lloOcmora \hot Ulo •• o •ttor 011 wbloh ho thOIIibt ho 11&4 'Dn\er Me Ill 6A4 Md.e DO t\a.rt.MI' ~. Mr. lloOoTen:L c.amo 1D to- • Wo.....,.,.. OD4 ho tol4 • \hot l£1'. llorol4, ot ll.l.o - 1D ..,. TOl'lt, 11&4 \o~-4 h1a - ho bolloTo4 t hat U wo.o 011 A114Uot 8th - to .. ., \bot llr. llltty '"'' 1D hlo ottioo. llr. lllltt't, ho oo14, •• iotareoto4 1D \be -.o\NoU<D ot " - ,-,. ot hoaael'. llo bod beArd t ho\ ..... llcm>rMoDt ..... Pllulnlaa tho oou\Notlon ot olrtiol4o 1D Cubo, Ootonolblr \be - ,.., to bo dOno bT tho C:.Obon -. DDLI tho olr­tiol4o _..to ..-1D W>4or tho -trol of \be CUban oa..o,.,.,n 11114 Anq, but 1D ottoot •• WOII14 rooll7 bo •anTlaa tbrC1a8J> tho --'l'llot1aa oll4 the o1rtlol4o wore tor oar ,..., '!bo _., tor Wo _.. wou.l4 bo -w4 to tho OubOD acm.r-nt thrcuah \be ~n-llrpOn Bo.J>l<, llr. lllltt't •• iot.,..oto4 1D a-ttiaa -tnoto oa4 ao prooee41aa to OUbo. .... 11a11 a-u ao I.Jitorootw4 1D \be projoot OD4 1D tho ouooou ot llr, ~fT'• llloolOD, llr, llo.rolAII414 DOt - -hor thoro wou.l4 bo lllCh elMVioal- 1Jiooln4 1D \be - ..... u .. ot ouoh hoaael'o. ~ llr, lllltt't 11&4 ool4 \hot it bo aot 0111 ooatruoto ho ..,u14 - llr. llorol4' • ._, to 4o tho\ port ott the-· llr. MaO I hilA ao a*o4 bT llr, llo.rol4 00 UOI.rt .... lllltt't 1D 0111 ...., pooo1blo. llr. -- ao14 tho\ ho ho4 •do lnquli'T 

'!bo -blo 
S.O.... Wolloo, 

MtlJII -retorT ott Stoto, 
~D' ot ~~'• • 
~,D.C. 

tna\be 

~--~~--
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troll tloo 1111 .. 1 At\A~ oo be !led - Wcnwo<l byllr. 11Df'>1d \bot llr. n.ff7 -ad IIJTift 1D llabcllll OD A>.IQ.\1\ 11!\h ODd thftt, 
oo be 11114 not ~'~oar<\ frat IWI, ho wl.W to loa m wl>o\hllr llr. n.tr., ..... lD """'-

.u ,.... .. nu Jmow, 11r. -.,... 11 • .,...,. ,.,, .... na 
o1 u .,,., oDI1 I tlooJ"Otoro t o14 hla th.t s.r \here .. ,. "~ pl<lu 
111\h reepoot to at.rtte l4a. at.o •• ln Whloh our OoYDl"DD'JJII\' •• 
lDtorono4, I 001114 DOt \oll< ot u " thia u.-. I lllll4 to h1:l 
\loot llr, n.ff7 hod booa bero, bed - -. oa4 \hot I had odrtoo4 
hla tho\ I thoucllt hlo ndt _, -turo oDI1 ""' ;IIU'\100llor~ O;>J)Ol'tW!e. llr. n.ff7 ho4 1D4lo..t o4 thot ho ""' rotunllnl to t ho 
Vlllto4 St ot 01 -·to~ OD4 , oo t~ oo I la>4oW, ho4 4ou eo. lb-. _.., 1A41ooto4 tbot Wo _, ll&ttlo1mt Wo-UOD tor 
hla to bo.TO u4 \l>d be ~4-., ..rl-tlal OftD \be llUll *iob I hod •14 to hla. ., al4 tbat be oa.ll4 Ulol'OQ&II.11 . ,._ 
obta boW l.Jioppon- tbe non ot llr. n.ff7 lid boon. 

I 414 OOT to llr. -.no tllAt llr. DJ.tty hod IIIClle tilt 
_.., ...-b~ lD all coo4 taltll, ot p US.,.. lD touch t.o4loto~ em lolo anlftl. ..... wltll ao .--. .. 'llbo _, lD""'"-W lD all - ot oho<ljr ,..._ .. 1 ... , lot\ tllot llr. n.ttr bod 1114106\od \bot 
lla 1100114 DOt - 11117 ...... ot Wo 1:1AD ODd llod bo4 M Jmowlo<lee 
othlo~-·u ..... 

1 • -'1..UC '"" ro.....,.s.,.. to,...._,... u lo 1.nc....,.lJI&l7 
o~rn .... \hot llr. D1tf7 bo4 - OlltartoiJ>J.Dc t ho Ida ot !.oQropor~ IU1 .. tilt - ot llr. llall R-Oftlt oDd , ot uaot b)' lJII)llootlOII, I1Y1 .. Uoa !JQNulcm t llot \llo WhlU- ""' lDtorootod lD tho - ot llr, n.ff7' • l a\al>4ed alodz llaro. You will rooaU \!lot lD rq 11\tor ot ~ot l6Uo 1 o;>OD oc tilt n110 o;>;>llOOIIt 11!>o , At our !Ia- Coaoo&l.ota Ocoral, a.d oiiOOD llttoro to Oouul. aaldll lD whloh u.a wrl\oro -uOD04 t ho o1o:~o roloU ono Wbl oh llr, n.tr., llo4 wltll - por\10\llor~ olooo to tho Whlto l!ouoo , no. 1 aM4 tho CaDolll, llr, ~ Dolo, to ..-t • turthor lntona­U ca ca Wo polDt, OD4 1 U'OIIalt -til ""' -.roDI1o t'l'CII hla doW ~ 14\11 oDI1 All,tlalt lt\h, You 11111 DOto \bot In tho 

1 ·- of ~ 16\11 tlu>t Wo noo GJ)plloOJit prooollto4 lettaro apaol<lDC ot tilt coo4 ,..loUOM 11hloh llr, n.f't')' ho4 111\11 
\llo Stat& llopa.s'Wslt lD laolllDatca 10110• ou,ort \11117 ha4 lD tlolo --·-cas.,.. aim. trloa4&1;> ha-llr. !~any- tho Proal-. 'IlioN llttoro tllrthor oo14 tlu>t 11 llr. AlomDoler _.uro4 ~IIllo lD ariler to raoob Col.cmol Sotloto , o lottor ot ~ouca troll Proaliloot Roo•nU 001114 ho oMdood tor 
11111. 'lllo 11"-a a11o now ""'' s.r tilt proJaot 1n 111olob 11r. 1Jatt7 _. lnanota4 001114 DO\ ho tl&Mo4 lD tubo, l'lmo1o -.14 
ho ~ troll-- I~U7 -...,..,.,, oouroao . 11D­
t-tal)' Jlr, aak1U 414 DOt IID.n oop1oo ot thooo lot toro JIO.do 
oa4 11&4 Olll)' a brlot ~t7 ot l.oal<lDa d the. Tho "*' ~11- 'llbo p-- lntaro ot ou;>pc>rt ot hlo ololD •• a ,._. C:O.bo.a 'llbo lla4 a "S;>aolol" paao;>art, &114 ho oold ho aa ,..s.,.. ca -·• to \llo Val ted lltotaa t or t11o Clolllla -.,......,, \llo ao\Q.ro ot 11hloh 11o 001114 not dlaolooo. Tho Jtr • .uom- Who 

IUJr.)OZ'W 
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.a.pporte4 \.be n .. •PPlJtotloo or wa 70WII: -.a h • .,., \UI.Mtot'f Oll&l'U1tl', eA4 \U 00. OUbe.D wbo, MCCil"'41ac to It:-. Qltty• a.. .., MN 1a ·-- b.to.,.. kit OOII.?tl' .. UOD 1r'l Ul M • 

atr. rurr7 414 acn. aat. .. uwceu..r b-.4 ~ .. 1o:a • •• M Mt Jho. Ib.t'tr 1n'1 \tea ..U onr biaHlt' u O ho etruo.k u a1 betA& tho Jrlab OODU.O\Ol' \Jlle 0 ot fa1.r 11li.lUpD41 0 U4 a pod 4M1. ot ::u.U, tilt tbat ~ .. 4 ~ doM dJ' _,. OQUt .. t.h4l Vb1te4 Ste\.tl. n. , em tho Mau ot ftat r ba4 ao.to "' b11l Without u.:r &r&'WifiDt, WUd.So"l.T U 14 \bat U wou.l4 ht\ln \0 ~ VD1te4 $tat .. Wlttl.ou.t l .. lr;.a Q7CIIIeo 

l ooarett tbet ~ r.thl'r too4 1J!;::I;totutoa bt Mrt CD • bta ~ • &004 4M1 -.o4lt1o4 b7 1Atomau= lfbJeh bot 4onlo~IS l iMO b.1a eoR'fthaUOD wUb. Mo At tbll u .. J b84 tbJt oo.,-.rM­Uoc 111.\h Ida 1 W Qll.r Cll"al latoawatlora n-a tbt ~'' OdO-rU ot a ••IT lllbtob;r obuoaote:r wUb l"tiJ)OOt to Ult 11lf.;)J'110UOD eonto.ll!lo4 1a the appc4e4 ..-ol"'UUII1a ot AU4:1Lt' 16Ul ea4 A.llatld ltull. '!MM __ ,.,,.,.,.. ... \o o~u.l7 lbOIW U.t ll:r. tbtty ta.a 'b-Ma 1l:l tOQab b the tr'a1h4 8htot w1 t.b tbttt Wl.IU01"7 ohanluore 'bon who art UIOoia\e4 with ltro hall ~r ~n. h ..... t~:t U.M ,.NIOGI 1A the Vaitd Ste.tto bnt bMa DO\ ODl.7 110ft w:~wiae 111 the natmooU t he7 han a4t, but \ht7 ban alao M4a a\ateuata ho.YiJ:IC 110 tOUA4a­\1oa. Wb&tn-•· It 1IOiill.t .._ \oo, U•t Mr. DUty '-• ~-. to •J \M lat..n, 1UIWl .. p.4 1A41M,...t t.a -.JrUc not .. DU to PfiOPU 1D \!I.e UA1h4 St.ot:tl ritll repr4 \0 .ua ,.lAUOUU,. wtu. .e. Ba.U 1100...,..1,. 'fte ci.rounaa.ec•• ue .a \bot. 1 !len k4 to r .. t w '-"- \o YQQ t o u.u oontteoDUo.l .. y , n4 rou w1l.l uao JOU.I' on c!iaonuoa. f¥1 eouroo, 1A ~' rou: will .q t-o xr. Ball &ooMnlt . 

J.a I Me4 A01 toll rw. Ula l.ul&dt ooul4 -..-. !aa4 'N1'7 ... tCIIll n,.,.ou.S.ou 1la J1U.7 -.,.. . U Jlr. t\lt"t'7 h64 n aohod Colooel ktht a , or oenat.a pertO.u hiH, \.by woul4 tan recdftd. a n.rr t&l.H u.;,r.u10111 u4 a ••rT d.aaprou ~. • • ba•• .,a.alu4 hen '~ l.Jiponenco ot bop:lnt c.btolute.l7 oonf14uttal \ho ooD'9'oraoUOM • U.h rep.rd to D.1rtlo141, oto. ColOGel •tl•'- ~.114 ODl.J be-.e cot ~ ~i oo trca If:. ~· • Thl\, u4 tna •bs.' ltr. !)W'f'y wou.l4 aao.t oorte.illb bft.'N • 14 t o hla, \b.at ba btl. d. bee! t.bo opl)Ortuni ty to OO:Ilb.Ot wi ttl pe.rtOa.l 1A OW' 00Tt.n.a1 \o p\ Woz.Uoa. *ich otl:aan 414 00\ a. .... ICr. Ibtt)''a oO:Itoo\ W1Ua a& • .U.mD4or could aot ha.,. bttc o~toctthar aeoiOento.l oM. teoc.r~t, •• tbe ap,ol1414 .-ol'OA4t . u4 Uut lot-tore r.torro4 to \Mrot.a, ~. A\ a tt. •.Me .. .,... 110-ro \baD ''"' Ul:lou.a U.t ~bllo 110n101 aboul4 bt l)tDt ~r• hoa.otly, u4 a1"0~4s:a u~ tbe toUl.Mal:l.t ot \b.e l\ablie. W.Orb ObU.Uo::oat wt.tbOUt .,..rt, Col.Oatl • una nalt! ban U.·m .U aona at tftt'e~c., whteb it would haft bMa. iJ:IpOo•l blo to ,...,... • • 

J t hiDk J t.old you <llllc& t:b.ot 1a a ltnor 11b.leb Coloul &Uota WJ"'it t o Dutltr l rl.P'\ prot ... tlrl& ..U.aat ~ &J"tlele *iob ha4 ..,~ in tlao ,_rteu ,r.•• eODotnitat l:Lla, Itt Mi d t he\: ht 4J4 not thi tlk t hot poll tlu AC4 pOll t:1olu..1 wer• mob. woro• ar ........ 
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'Mt\u' u.r. tho.D ill eny Dtlt.u oowt.1J7. ft.le ehon ~ UU:le 
•thta kDowa ebelut Olill' oou.atl'J', uul 1 bin 'r1t0 \oO CJIIIIbu.N 
b.ia ot -. or \he S.4eu whtoh he M.t. 1 6o aot a. W\hor 
JM tUU t:t.Ua,.... 11: 1 tQ\ J lat~ U.t C-OlOMl •uata 414 bel.1.nw 
thlr\ .... n t4 Cbtcreu 111: U.. Ull.Su& ~tea 6A1 poU\1oi.G.DI 
..... ,. .. .. '1-.1 ................ ot ........ t.ft ... Jlcre. 
All 1a _,_1, 1t lldfJ w .... c~1 a.,u.,. , ' ' WOitl4 •q ._ --... ·~lrQoNy•_ ..... _.... .. _ 
t.o ._. •U .. n.17 ce Ide -., 1c:.., ...,. •UnU tr. 1UIA'Y'Ol")' 

~ ~ ..... ,.........,~,,.\hilt ...... :m--1.1 
• lta ~--. u4 aot a ~ \ula Qat N U • trt.a ot 
W.. PlftOD or ~. 

1 Ulloup't l Qaal.C ..t.M t.o JW ~ a\IOin ..U. •"u. 
"*"- an .. rtda .-.,. '*!U ,_ ~ wta t• ..._, a&~tr u.. 
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O(lhta. 



AlliiUCJ.II COEUI.A'rl o•IIAL 
BobaDA , Cuba , A~a\ lt, lt.O 

••oa.y. 11!!1! llll! ma pqua x 

la aaaortaAaa w1 \Ia Uae AabuHtal'' a laa,ruoUou 
1 aue« Mr. IIU1ll 1t be a-.14 alllMH\a 1a aa7 ..,. \ba 
lato .... \1011 I.A Uae - eat Ul1ri pancrllPII.a 1a a:( _....,.. ,. of AIIIU\ 11 ~I'Uq Uae eori'NipoadaoM 
~• .Uaaauw uanu ... illp1ha\la& rorren ;r. louaa, 
Uwri 1 . Dl&ltr, aat 11"1111• 1. """'v. llr. •ktU 
Hid ll.e ... ••1• ~ M ataa•• •••••Ur OYer \loa 
laUan wtu Ill'. .u-t... allowed Ilia pa~allr aa4 
wll lab u • .- aa&J.- w ll.aYe ban rl&b~ ... ,. 

lJI \ llh - .. u .. 1 tlad \be\ 1a zu""l"J', ltlt, 
1'01'1' .. \ lo lollanea \41Cal.Mr wl\ll .UMr\ A. ObarboDa .. \1 
wan 1a ~. _.. p\ la\o a lu 1a aouMUoa wl\11 Ula 
paaala& or...._ allMkao INila\011 ad CllarboDaaa\1 
- 1a Priaalpa ,..'- •11'1a& -•U•aUr aU or u.a 
'fa 1111oou pal'lM al"-4 tar aa La ... \1 .. \loa or aa 
.u .... an.. A\ U.a\ U.. z-.- aald ~' \be\ 
•• \ba aU\Il \laa M - •- La Cua 1a ab _ , ll.a , 
\ 1111\ k lhaa n u au\ ,_.. •-'.l law TOl'l< aae bola 
aa ottlu La U.. Orq~>u luU4la&• M appaara \0 be a 
p..-\ar aad alalaa M lila•• .......... Ooloaal Ba\la\a'a 
•hl\ \o Ilea\ Pole\, Sald \ba\ llla bulaaaa un ... 
1a •-ao\loa wi\11 arnacla& \lla aala ot aorap 1J'Oa bf 
\be Cubaa •"-' \o aa lllclhll apdlaa\a. Oll.arbouaali 
..... , ll1a panaw, ""' •• \a -'•• a ~•al• 1t \lla ••rap 1J'Oa eaa1 _, u.....,.... ,...,.._ .... •• 
ll1a ...ra-•N \lla CloaH la\la.al llaak La .. ., ... , 
lokn e.la, c.nJ.M ~<~' ~~~en eo.raa:T, •- Tol'l< en,, llal\al' 'flaMke, lll. •-..,1 ... be .. u ... u.e 
law ,..._., at \be ..._.,l.e 11aa r .a, aat BoraUo 8 . 
Bealla\\ , .-1-' ot n•reoo 1 \an\\ C..,m~7 , U4 •u- ....... 

Coer\ ... lola 
AMI'hall Coaaul O•ara.l 
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Mf 4e~r Mr . Preel4enta 

Vl\b re&ar4 to rour ooa.unlo• tlon ot • epteaber e, 
l t 40 an4 lte eneloeure relatln, to t he pr eeent poe1t1on 
ot ~e t oraer Polllh X1nleter, Joaet Deok, a report hae 
r .. ohe4 U1e Depar~nt to the etteot that !leok b•e been 
abl e to lea•e ftua&Dia . A tel-cr aa bae been eent to the 

1.eau1on 111 Buebar .. t r equ .. una 1ntol"llla t.1on rqar41n& 
~le r eport. Ae eoon ae ~ I'IIJilJ e&n be reoe1•14 1 tlhall 

1aae41a \tl7 1ntora JOU. 

ra1thtullr roura, 

SUMNER WELLES 

Enoloeurea 
Lener ,.,.. Aa'llueU.r 
al44le, Aucuet eo, lt.o. 

1'be Pre 11 ... , ' 

'!'be Vblte Roo ee. 



• 

J 

~7 dear Wr. Prea1&tnta 

lf1 th regard to IV note ot lltpt•ber l-'• 1940 

l1n1ater Gunther at Buohareat teltgraphl that he hat 

been ataured b7 the Pol1eb Aabataador there that the 

tormer Pol1eh rore1gn Ulnltter, Joaet Beok, 11 et1ll 

d the Villa wbloh he oooup111 at 8nagoa near Buohar11t 

and h ver7 well. 

Fa1thtUll7 70Urt, 

'the Pr1114tnt, 

'l'he WhUe Koutt. 



r 

Letter to FDR from Wel l es-S~pt 16 , 1940 

enclosing pr epared reply for Preaident'e 

11~ature to Miniater Pol l in reply t o 

Pall '• of Aug 17th) also one for Wm Kil ler Collier 

See: State Dept- Drawer l - l940(Sept 16th ) 

(Mr . Collier's letter of Aug 23, 1940 with 
preparation of reply fro~ Sumner Welloe did 
not come to file ) 



T HE UNDER SECRETARY Of' STATE 

WA S HINGTO N 

September 16, 1940 

M7 dear Mr. Preeident1 

:psF 

During ar reoent abaenoe troa Washington on a 

brief Taoation rour two memoranda ot Auguet 24 and 

Auguet 2? were reoe1Ye4, requeet1ng me to prepare 

repl1ea tor rour aignature to letter• vb1oh rou ha4 

reoe1Ye4 troa K1nieter Pell under date ot Auguat 17 

and troa Mr. Willi .. Miller Collier under date ot 

Auguet 2~. reapeoti•elf. 

I aa nov enoloaing the euggeeted repliee rou 

requeeted. 

Bel1eYe • 

!he Preddent, 

! he White Bouae. 



Dear IJerUOI 

I reoe1Ye4 7our letter ot Aucu•t 17 and 
I .,..atlr appreo1ato tbe ••r7 1D,ore•'lac •ut­
P•Uou OODta1M4 1D 1t. n e7 haYe baeD ••1'7 belptlal \e •• 

1 w1111a U .. ,.. pou1'blo tor • to a pproYe 
ot the •uao•U• tbat the aw.u Dlrpart.nt 
order'" h- tor ooulllta.U• 10 \bat '" 
oollld 'bo her o durlq tho N8P81f111 perlod . 
Vator \anawlJ, 1 tool tbet 1a Ul010 or1t1oal 
t 1M1 JOIU' loi'Yloll aro or eYeD sroa'•r nluo 
1a Llaboa vh1ob •• a lhtoa1Dc po1t 11 1a­
oroa•1Dc 111 llrportuoo u tho 4&71 pau. W1 
all or • .,..at17 Y&l• tbl ropono '" are 
ooll41111 book, aDd I roar tho t t a111t aok 7011 
to •t&7 tblre ., lMot ,.,. tbe u .. 'bo1q. 

8ol11'11 • 

'Q7s lh•ro17 7CIIIJ'II, 



~Y dear Yr. President: 

LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Liebon, August 17, 1940 

I believe that the campaign thia year will be close and hard. I bave d i scussed it With a certai n number of people here, oonspi ououel y John Cudahy, who I believe spoke to you a bout lilY ideas. 

The press will be almost solidly againet us. I bel i eve we should request all newspapers to g ive the Democratic organi­zation at least one column a week until October , end two during October; t he same space of course to be g iven to the Republi­oane. The first reaction of the press Will be agai nst this, but I believe that by the uee of the radio many papers onn be forced to grant our request. Radio speakers could point out that this r equest bad been made, and any paper refusing it would be marking itself as a purely partisan eheet, unWilling to have both eidea fairly presented. A little of this would go a long way toward getting our result. 

A debate Of thiB kind, conducted mainly in Republican papers must be handled with something very different frOI!l the ordinary •claim everything' campai gn documents. There must be statietics, facts, certain oontessi one Of mistakes, and the utmost respect for the point Of view of the doubtfUl voters and for those who are inclined to oppose us. The 1Willkis Kiracle" of the business man's choice forced on recalcitrant and hostile politicians should be analyzed. We should get tbe liat of Wall Street Republican- Who wrote to the National com­mittee saying that t hey would not subscribe unless Willkie were nominated, and an analysis of hie company. 

Another thibg which could be used late r on would be extracts from German papers enthusiastically supporting tfillkie. This should not be allowed to break, aa the German preee could turn over night and would dO eo if our use of 1te extracts be­came known too soon. 

A tentative program wOUld be: the 1Willkie Kiraole 1 , the third term, labor, agriculture, power, finance, foreign affairs, frequent r epli es to Republican arguments . We ahou» 
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LEGATION OF THE 
UNITEO STATES OF AMERICA 

begin by writing to county chairmen asking what they find t o be the most effective Republican arguments . I suggest Pro­feasor corwin o! Princeton !or oonstitutional questions, Dan Tobin !or labor; we could ask J esse Jones !ore literate banker, I would do !oreigo e1'!aire. 
This 18 my own idea, end I am rather proud of it, and I believe I could handle it ea well as anybody. I ! you agree with me I shOuld be much Obliged if I were ordered back for the lest two months Of the campaign plus two weeks !or organiz~ tion. During the t hree years I have been here I have never been ordered home, and almost everyone else bee been at least once. I am ready , of course , t o do anything else, but I be­lieve t his scheme would be e!!eotlve, and I would not Offer my services i.! I d i d not believe I cOuld do t he job. I am glad to add that I will not ask any promotion as a reward tor my activities. I am more t han satisfied with t he place in which you have put me. 

Olive sends her love. 

I am, 

The President 
The White House 

Waahlngton, D. o. 

Respectfully, 

~;J?u 
Herbert Pell, 

American Minister. 
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THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHING TO N 

&ephaber 24, 1g.o. -
IIIIIOIWIDOII lOR 

fBE UJl)J:R IICRftARI or ftAtJ: 

Wi l l rou pl•••• r.-4 

and r et\D"ft, oont1d•nUall)', w 
_, 

r. D. R. 

Report r r om Mi ss Mary E. 
Winsl ow, Repr esent ative or t he 
Uni t ed States Inter -American 
Commission or Women, on her t wo 
months trlp t brougb South America. 
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T H E WHITE HOUSII 

WASHINGTON 

diiORUDIJK ro. 
THi: UNDER IICRII:'l'ARY (# l!l.'fll: 

In Yln ot CJ\IIIth.,le oallle, 
I 4o DOt thl.nlt •• lholll4 Jll'lll 
~18 .. tter tur\ber IXOIP' \ba' 
1Aetea4 or reterr1ne to ~~ relaue 
ot lleok, GIID\ber ai&b' Ul')' propel'~ 
u;pl'lll Ule o1YUUI4 op1A1oll ot 
the 1Jil1ta4 stat11 Ul&t OolODel 
laok lbolll4 DOt 11D4er a11J olr­
o-.'-DOee lie allowa4 to o- to 
an IID'S.•~ eA. 

T. D. R. 



" 
/ THE U NOEA S ECitCTA"Y or S TI,Tf 

WA.$HIN0T0 N 

Sopt•bor 26, 1~40 

M1 4tar Mr. Pree1dent: 

Upon receipt ot your recent •:corandua regarding 

Colonel Book 1 oont a tologru to l'ranlt Guntbor ro­

quott1'"6 b11 opinion ao to tho roou.lto vhloll would be 

ob~a1ne4 it thll GoYtrnment now 1nt1mated to the Ru­

ean1ftn Go•ern~ent itt hope that Colonel Reck voul4 be 

pere1tttd to lea•• Rucan1a and would be g1Yen a •lea 

to coee to the United Statee. 

I ha•• tb11 aorn1ng reothtd a reply troa Prank 

Ounther ot vhicb I encloee a copJ tor JOW" 1ntoraa-

t10D• 

In Y1ev or the opinion expreeeed b7 Frank OUnther, 

do you cone1der it c1ee1rabl t tor t.bl Depart11ent to 

J)rttl the matter 1'urther at t blt t1aet 

8 t l1tYI at 

£no. 
Ttltgru 660, 
Buo.barttt. 

Tbl Prooidtn\o 

Tbl Wh.1 tl 8.0UII • 

Fal btully youro, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CON nDDf'l'IAL MIOCORANDUM FOR 

HON, SUMNER WI:LLEB 

Will you please talk with 

\ 

ae about the poeeibillty ot a loan -­

or gltt -- trom my epeolal tund to 

Mex1oo 1n return tor oerta1n naval 

right• ln plaoe• like Magdetena 

8&7, Ballna Crua an4 poa8l'bl7 •oae­

th1ng near the northea•t oorner ot 

Yuoatant 

r. D. R. 
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11r ...,. lb-. ,....l .. ata 

J • eaolodq berewUia a ,el,.,... J•' reeelnC 

r .... ~u.a4or V.Uell .....,.Uac \he .. , .... 7ft 

••• w haeral ,,..., vUlt repn w •r. Pa .. .....,.tl. 
tile aa've of \hie •••Ill' .... '' M '' 

lati .. te \ha' \be ... lel•a ,. reaebeC tab aora1Jia 

vl \Ia reprt w Ret ere .. relief " olrtllau lll lpala 

upt " , ...... u .. ., ......... u •. 
.. u. .. .. 

... 1 ..... 1 ,_ ••••ttl_~. NO, 
Oe~ I, · DtG, I p.a. 

Sumner l'ellee 

..- , r 
~ ~v f 



(Jotober !' , 19'10 

k1 4e•r ~r. Preel dent: 

1 am tren&m4tt1ng herewith a telegram aen t tro• 
Buohareet by frank Gunther un~er 4ate or October 7 
~lth reaar4 to Colcnel Ecok. Ie \here anythln£ fu r ther 
\ha t 70u .. 1eh .a:e to telegraph Quntb&r 1n th1e reger4t 

Belle v e 11!11 

!no . 
Tlb(J'U 611, 
l!uchar u t. 

The Pree14en,, 

'fbe Vb1t a Roue •· 

r,~ ~c~~ ' 1 -r;. 1(1 ;.'\. 11.~ Jo:.. c,. ~u:-
1 A. .-.~" 1 _ t/c 

I._, 
I I 



\ 

p t- \vi 1 

~ll, J~o 

KJ 4eez llz. Prel14nt 1 

U U llellne4 \bd JOU wUl be ln\er .. te4 ln an 

esoerpt boa a report of 8tphaber ? , 1940, noehed 

• •ll troa tbt Alltrloan Ooneulah at Raapon, u 

toll••• 

ftlt~lJ ,..._, 
Sumner Wel~ea 

"'-h .. ~ •• 
a. nue ...... 
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. . 
TH E U NDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

October 1~ 1940 

My dear Mr. Preaident : 

psf 

In the belie t that it will be ot intereat to you, 

I quote below the text ot a deapatoh dated October 4 

mioh the Depart~~~ent hal recei'W'ed troll the Amer1oan Em­

baaey in Rio de Janeiro . 

•I haYI the honor to report the following 
incident which occurred recently at the Bra~1lian 
Mil1 t&l'J Academ:r during the 1howing or German war 
tilml or meohani~ed unite in action. 

"The Ge:l'llan Ellbau;r, through the Minister ot 
War, ottered to show these !1~1 to the oadeta, 
aa ot intereat in connection with their motori~a­
tion courna. A lhowi~ or the til111 waa arranged 
at the Military Academy, and member• or the German 
Eabaaa:r atatr were pre1ent. The presentation waa 
prooeed1~ normall:r until Hitler wae tlalhed on 
the aoreen. Pandemonium then broll:e looae; oat­
calla and about a or "Taite bill away I Taite hia 
awq 1• by the a tudent a en eued, and the showing 
waa immediatel;r auapended. 

1 Tbe Director or the M1lit&l'J Aoadem;r, Colonel 
Fiu&&a de Caatro, repriaandad the oadeta, and all 
leaYe waa auapended tor a wae11:.• 

Belien 111 

111 yours, 

The Pruident, 

Tbe White Houaa. 



01\oblr 21, lHO 

KJ 4tar Mr . Pret1dtn' : 

In the p ... uure or bu alrw 11 llbleb 70u .... un4tr 

dllal'1111 tile .. del'•• tel•....- Roe. 121 u4 I~ ot Ooto­

btr 18 troa ov IApUon 1n Blloba"'' aq no \ ~"' MID 

'bi'OII&ht tlo J0\11' -penonel aiUnUon. I Ia IODIIQUtnUJ 

~~o 1olotln, ocp1 .. ba ... wuh alno t I bll1tn No . ~~ .., 

be ot 1D\t"'' \o JOU· Tbe l'll•r oon\a1nl4 \hl"ln 

tttal too tantaat1o to bl pottlblt, but I 1a DIYtribt­

ltll br1q1a( U to JOIU' aUtnUon tor 'llbat U .., be 

worth. 

81111 Yt • 

IDOl · 
f tles r ... 111 ..a eu. luobareai. 

_ ...___, •t. .... ou 

I 
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Lotter to Sumner Welles frO& Claude Bowers 10/26/ 40 

Re:hia health not permitting him to co~e home to cake campaign 
speech --enoloaea lett er w!Ueh they night \lSe which 1e addreaaed 
to Frank 011 v~r 

See:Chile folder-Drawer 4- 19f0 



!lemo to !larvin !Jelntyre from SUJmer Vlelles Oct 29, W Q. 

ro invitation having been sent to President- elect !.:anuel 
Avil a Camacho to visit ij , S , --attached is letter from 
George Creel to Mcintyre 10/22/40 suggesti "g that invitation 
bo sent to Camacho. 

See :!loxieo fo l der-DraYJer 4-1940 



llo•ombt~r 1 , 1940 -
Lotter tro:n Sw-..nor Vlollea to FOR 

Ret ~ • . Rcoaovolt'a request for facta re •crap i ron and otl 
ahlpnonta to Japan. PDR •a £0:0 of Nov 13th to ~ • • R. explalnlng 
abcut tho sh!pMnta attaohed . 

Seo.tlra . Roos10vol t foldor - Drawor 3-1940( llov 13th ~"'-'O) 



Hovambor 4 ~ 1940 

Letter to FOR .!'rom Sumner l'lollos attaching for Prosidont • s signature draft of reply 
to Ambassador Bowers let ter of Oct 19, 1940 ro sit uation of Azana-- - FDR l ignod letter 
and it was date~ov 9, ~0. 

Soo: Chile-Orawor 4- 1940 



Lotter to Kr . Early fro~ Sumner Wolloo 

Enclosing drott of roply for FDR to Arohlo KacLoiah ro oomo of 
material ho oent FDR on Oot 9th whi ch tho Libr ary had reo ' d fr om 
Miaa Joee ~eyer In Paris . 

SoozUaoLoilh-Gon corros- Drawor 2- 1940 



COPY 

November 11, 1940 . 

My dear Mr. President: 

The Briti sh ~harge dAffaires left with me this 
morning the attached letter addressed to you. This lette r 
contains the text o f t he message addressed to you by Mr . 
Churchill also contained in the telegram received from t he 
American Embassy in London last night. 

An instruction is being sent by t elegraph to the 
American Charge dArrairee in Vichy indicating the direct 
interest or this Government in the reported transfer or 
the se French men or war. A Copy or this tel egram will be 
transmi tted to you as soon as it is despatched, together 
with a suggest ed replytor you to send t o Wr. Chur chill . 

Believe me 

Faithfully yours , 

Sumner Welles 

Enclosure. 

The President , 

The 1fh1 te House. 

For text of mossar e r e ferred to 
Soo :Gr oat Britain rol der-Drawer 4-1~40 (> • 1 1 1 1 ~u) 
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lou.t~er 1~, 1140 

JCr 4MJ' J1r, Pfttl"-llt I 

I u eneloeU. aePIWltll 111 aeoerdanoe wUia JOV 

I'ICI'IIIt Use ltiiPI-.4 1ener te h81Nl PtPI!l1Jic, 

tbl ................. MlllRl .......,. • aD4 Use 

letter ~l~ ,.. 4eelre4 to een4 to Artbar Salz­

btrpr. 

hlllft. 

&nolo~Well ..... 

PaUbhl~ JOVI, 

:J.rv AU_ ~ ~ J-J.AA • f - Ju. · 'PM .. L7 :t.~. ~,.;., '~ ... · tr'l~ 
.. ·, ·· a',., ~. 1.1. ).. ,., t: ~ . _ c/J ~ , - , 9 v Q 



........ 14, 1140 

-., 4Mr ar. Pree14•ta 

u JR V111 eM, AllllaeNdor lowre baa .__.., .. 

Uaet 1be 1~o .. u .. eoa,a111 .. 1a Me le"OJ' '0 • of 

... ...., t, of vh1eb J • , .... uu,.. • 00J1J benw1tb, 

-u M of 1•'•"•' to ,.,., 

le11en •• 

SliMNER 'IIELLES 

... 1 .... . 
,.. Cl ............. . 
... ... •• 1140 • 

..... .... 1 ••• ,, 

........ 1 ....... 

II' I 



At Ule re4l••-' of Ule Aabaeeador of Per., I aa 

eoeloelac a .. , of a euau a1oet1on tbat bae b ... 

reoe1Ye4 tPOM Ill• pro•l41Mi t h e ted of a r .. ol•U• 

Jll"e4 1»1 \be P•r.•laa lo•e• of llepruentaU•"• 

l .. lodlac tile paUtloaUoa of tbat bo4J oa tile 

o ... doa of ,.., reeleoUoa. ftere 11 aleo neloee4 

a "PJ of the Do'• ••' to ,.._ ...-. .... r of PeN 

re41UIItlac, Oil JODr tleUJ.f, Ull' be ,,_..aU U 1:11:­

preeelOD or Jour eppreolo,loa to ,., Per.•lu lo•ee 

of Repreeeatatl•••· 

ra1uar.111 ,..,.., 

Sumuer ·~ ellea 

DleloeDPeel 

1. r..a tbe AllfMe.-r of 
Pera, .... -.r 11, lt40. 

1. te ... ••••ao4er of ,,,.. 

Tile Prell•••• 

fte wtauo ...... 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WAS H IN G TON 

.KDIORANDUU FOR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 

In new of thla No. 942, 
NoYeaber 12th, tl'Oii V1oh7, would 
it not be a good idea t o tell 
Mat thew• t o tell the Karabal, in 
oonfidenoe, that Rene de Ohubrun 
eaw the Pres ident on hia f1ret 
trip to Waehington -- Just after 
the reatrea t fro. Eelg1um -- but 

that on hi a next Y111 t w1 th hll 
wife he hal not been reoehe4 b7 
the Jreaident, nor hal he ooae to 
the lh1 te Houee, nor hal he been 
in aft7 po11 tlon to Jteep h11 Qoyern­

aent well 1nfor.ed of what to•• 
on in the United 8tatea1 

r. D. R. 



/ 

1 der..r Kr. l'ru1dent: 

111noe I knov of fOW' dee;) lnteNat 1n t he aPtter 

of th ~ct1v\t1aa i n th11 country of f ore i gn nt e, I 

.. br 1n 1ng ~·rt1c~l&rl1 to rcur attent i on t~ att che4 

t"lerr~ or llovnbcr e> , 1940 f rom "'r . Stelnhllrdt. You --
v1l' note ti'O'I t b 11 t.lecrl'a t h •t ~. ~tun.'la:r t 11 of 

t~ o?l n1on ~·t the Soviet Gove~ent le ende vcrln t o 

enl1et ft l lte a ent• l n the Onlted 9t t e• ~reon• 1 1-

rrt t1ng t o t he Onlted 3t • t ee fro~ t erritory under ~vlet 

co~trol , nd t~• t 1t f ollow• t be r ctlce of extrrot1ng 

r ? 1••• t o en1n 1 1n •a~1onare fro euch ~reone bef ore 

t;rMUng t !l .. ;>en1t• t o de 'lrt. Th.le 11 tho t1ret ln­

toruatlon vll1oh the De?Pr t .ont llaa received t !l t l oee 

under 1u1 1o101'l .Ul er1on1 am1rr~tt1na tro. t he Jovl ' t 

Un1"J\ t o thla countr7. Herot of oN t .le o . ..... .rhent h.~• 

erAeavored t o ~revent t h• 11 u~noe ot v11e1 t o raona 

•~•· aotod of ln t endl ne t o o~e to t hl l oountrr to ~ot 1 

e• lonap 

'l'lle Prea1dent, 

TM Vh1 te RouM. 

- ~~-~./ Jt. . . /,. ..,.: r . 
(. 

I 



-~-

•• 1on 
l~o• t~ .. under 1nYeet1r~t1on , I n v1e or tb• 1n1t ~t 

oo~ 1.11110 u n. r r .,_ Jllr. t•l.nhsrdt t he Pe.,r.rt ..,ent vlll 

ro r1 te eno1u or \.'\11 lov .rn.Hnt 

1u~'\ 1nror~~t1on • • 1t • aT euooeeO 1n obt&1n1ns wn1ch 
would o lH mr r roU"> or 1 1tr'lnh t a r dl unO•r eue­
~1o1" or c 0111nc h t ue OO\Jiti'J to c ot •• Sov1•t ecenta. 

Fa1tht~l1 10UI'I , 

noloe\11'8: 

.,eltr,t'llla rro V.OIOOV1 
no. 1487, Nov .. ber 0, 
11140. 
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Novemb~>r 22, 1 t • ~ 

- 4eu- Ill'. Prell«••• 

"' \lao reca•••• ot tho Aabaooa4or of Pen, J aa 

... 111111& a MJ17 of I. -loaUon \lad bao 'b- I"'OOhe4 

troa IIlla pPOY141q no hd ot a l'II01aUon puoe4 br tu 

PonY1aa a ..... , 1a41od1q the vaUt1oaUon of \!Ia\ bo4J 

oa \lao oo ... loa of Jftl" reo1ooUoa. t'bero 11 aloo oa-

olooe4 a oopr of tho note ••' to \lao Aabaua4or of Pe1'1l 

r-.•••U•• oa JOV Millalf, tut lao tnaoaU u o.xprou1oa 

of ,_1' appreolaUoa to Go PonY1u huto. 

fa1 UltW11T , ..... 

sumner Well ee 

... 1o .. re0l 

1. rn. •u ......... r or 
,.... IO'IOIIbU' 11, 1840. 

t. te U.. ............ of Pora. 

!lao Pl"odt••• 

fto 111l1•• ...... 



loY.-..r 21, 1840 

llr dear llr. Pr1114tD'I 

leoro~ lull aa4 I b&Yt rtad ~~ 1,,,,,. eeD' 

to J'O'Il Wldtr date of lo..-ber U bf Do111lae ra1rb&Dit8, 

lr., aa4 vh1oll J'O'Il 'NIIP1Ue4 1:o ut1 v1 ~ )'OUJ' 

... oraa&.a of loY.abtr 26. 

ID aoooJ'danoo v1th J'OUJ' roqu .. ,, I P retum1q 

the l•'''r 'o J'O'Il herov1~. 

lel1ne • 

Sumne 1· We!J.o~ 

!be PNI1tea,, 

!be Wb1,. lov••· 

\ \ 

For-FDR•s rnem of Nov 25th and Fairbanks letter of Nov 19th and FOR ' s reply 
to him of Nov 25th 
Seo: Fairbanks- Gen corroa- Orawer 2- 19 ' 0 



COPY Dsr-
1 

lf;y dear Mr. Preddent1 

You will r-ber that I traumitted t o the CrCIIIIl 

Prinoe ot lllorway your •••age ot IIO?.-ber 22 throup our 

labul)' 1n LondCIIl. I han jut now reoehed the attaohed 

repl7 to )'t:tar •••age• Do you wiah Dill to arrant;• oontlden1fal17 

with J'll&a !rlppe, o~ the Paa Aaerloan Alrwaya, tor the 

1 aoo-datlona dea1red b)' tM CrOWD PrlJloe wo that there will 

be len ohanoe ot "bllol t)'1 

llellen • 
·. 

I 
' 

Ina. 

!he Prealdent 

the Wh1 te Rou•• 

Por PDR•a •nap at IO? 21n4 to OlaT and repl7 ot In lttb 1'1'oa 
hi.a. ... 
IMIIorw&J tolcler·D,.anr 6-lNO 

\' ~ 
t> \ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF I NVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

December 17, 1940 

Honorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Berle: 

PERSONAL AND e-ONFIDBHq?IilL 
SPECIAL MESSENGER 

Reference is made to your letter dated May 24, 
1940, in which you set out information concerning 
Hedmcna Kollimar, your reference Eu 800.20211 Kollmar, 
Herman A/1. 

For your information concerning this individual 
I am transmitting herewith one copy of the report of 
Special Agent Joseph A. Sizoo dated December 4 , 1940, 
at New York , New York, in the case entitled "Herman 
Adolf Kollmar, with aliases Hermann Kollmar and H. A. 
Kollmar; Espionage- G." 

Sincerely yours, 

J. E. HOOVER 

Enclosure 

800.20211 Kollinar, Hedmcna/4 
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rc.oPY: Eu: El-tD) 
(COMPARED ) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I NVESTIGATION 

This case originated at NEW YORK, NEW YORK File No. 65-2576 JKB 

Report made at Date when made 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 12/4/40 

Title 

Period for 
which made 
7/18 & ll/23,25/40 

Report made 
by 
JOSEPH A. 
SIZOO 

Character of case 
HERMAN ADOLF KOLLMAR, Hermann Kollmar, and 
H. A. Kollmar. Espionage - G 

Synopsis of Facts: Subject, who is German-born, came to the United 
States in 1923; declared intention to become 
U.S. citizen l/ll/24; was admitted 3/22/30. 
He is head of the Legal Division of Chemical 
Bank & Trust Company of New York and has made 
several trips to Europe in the past year, where 
he has been in close contact with Holland bank­
ing officials. He is thought to be German In­
telligence Agent. No record Credit Bureau. 
Mail cover results set out. Subject and wife 
paid large sums by German Government for assis­
tance in purchase of certain German bonds. 

- p -

REFERENCE: Bureau letter, dated June 3, 1940. 

DETAILS: The investigation set forth in this case is pred­
icated on information received from the Bureau 
with reference letter, ~<.rhich information had 
been transmitted to the Bureau by the State 
Department and which is set out as follows: 

"Herman A. Kollmar appears to have been born at 
Heilbronn, Germany, on March 1, 1901. He emi­
grated to the United States in March 1923 and 
has resided in the United States since that time 
at New York City, his present address being 
404 Gifford's Lane, Great Kills, Staten Island, 
New York. His father, Christian Kollmar, was 
born in Germany and is stil l residing in Germany. 
Herman A. Kollmar was naturalized in April 1929 
before the United States Supreme Court of Rich­
mond County at Staten Island. 

"Mr. Kollmar 
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"Mr. Kollmar has been connected for many years 
with the Foreign Department of the Chemical Bank and 
Trust Company, 165 Broadway, New York City. In this 
capacity of Assistant Manager of that Department, he has 
made frequent trips to various European countries, 
principally Germany, since 1933. His first American 
passport was obtained in July 1933 for the purpose of 
going to Germany, Austria, and Hungary for the Chemical 
Bank and Trust Company. On that passport he resided 
continuously at Berlin, Germany, from August 1933 to 
July 1935, in behalf of the Chemical Bank and Trust 
Company, New York , whose German interests he was looking 
after. In this period he made one trip to the United 
States in 1934. That passport was renewed at Berlin, 
Germany in July 1935 and on the document he remained in 
Berlin until October 1936 at which time he returned to 
the United States. He departed for Hamburg, Germany, 
on May 22, 1937 again in behalf of the Chemical Bank and 
Trust Company and remained in Germany on this visit until 
October 1937. He returned to Germany in August 1938 and 
remained there until November 1938. He again returned to 
Germany in April 1939 and resided in Germany, in Rotterdam, 
and in London until March 28, 1940. On May 9, 1940 
Mr. Kollmar was issued American passport no. 684586 for 
the purpose of proceeding to Portugal, Spain, Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, and Holland in behalf of the Che­
mical Bank and Trust Company and he stated that he intended 
to depart from the United States at the port of New York 
on May 15, 1940 on the steamship Rex. 

"Mr. Kollmar is five feet eight inches tall with 
brown hair and blue eyes and has a scar on his forehead. 
Photostatic copies of his photograph are enclosed. 

"It appears that Mr. Kollmar, who is the Assistant 
Manager of the Foreign Department of the Chemical Bank 
and Trust Company, 165 Broadway, New York City, has been 
a salaried employee of that institution since about 1930 
and that his principal duty has been in connection with 
the supervision of the bank's European credits, especially 
those in Germany. That supervision aprears mainly to have 
been to liquidate outstanding credits granted by the in­
stitution and to salvage, if possible, the outstanding 
credits in Germany, especially, which as you know, has 
been operating under blocked exchange for many years. 

It 
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It is understood that one of Mr. Kollmar 1 s duties in 
recent years ha s been to attempt to negotiate a settle­
ment in behalf of the Erie Railroad and the Chemical 
Bank and Trust Company of credits granted by them to the 
Red Star and Bernstein Lines in the extent of $4,000,000 
which was held against Arnold Bernstein who was arrested 
in January 1937 by the German authorities for violation 
of the foreign exchange laws and whose lines were sub­
sequently taken over by that Government.11 

The writer contacted Miss GLADYS O'NEIL, of the 
CREDIT BUREAU OF GREATER NEW YORK, 55 Fifth Avenue, for 
any available information 'concerning the Subject, but 
with negative results. The only information contained 
in the credit records was to the effect that member 
No. 1780, which was ascertained to be the DOWNTOWN ATH­
LETIC CLUB at 19 West Street, had made an inquiry con­
cerning the cred·i t rating of HERMAN KOLLMAR. 

The writer checked the files of the Bureau of Immi­
gration and Naturalization, 641 Washington Street, and 
located file No. 2321-7689 pertaining to Subject. The 
file contained an application for Certificate of Arrival 
and. a preliminary petition for citizenship, dated Sep­
tember 16, 1929, under the name of HERMAN ADOLF KOLLMAR, 
11 Cubberly Place, New Dorp, Staten Island, New York. 
This p:etition was filed in the Supreme Court of New York 
and indicated that he had arrived in the United States 
on April 18, 1923, on the SS BREMEN, second class, as 
HERMANN KOLLMAR. According to the petition, his mother's 
maiden name was CAROLINA POMMER, and he was born March 1, 
1901 at Heilbronn, Germany. He indicated that he was 
coming to the United States to see HERMAN L. KOLLMAR, New 
York City; that he made a trip to Germany from May, 1925 
to July, 1925, for business reasons. He listed his resi­
dences, as follows: 

New York, N. Y. 
San Francisco, Calif. 
New York, N. Y. 
Staten Island, N. Y. 

April, 1923 to May, 1923 
May, 1923 to Sept., 1923 
Sept. 1923 to Oct., 1927 
Oct., 1927 to present time. 

His employers, immediately prior to the petition, 
were as follows: NEW YORK HANSEATIC CORPORATION, 37 Wall 
St., New York City, and C. B. RICHARD & COMPANY, 29 Broad­
way, New York City. He listed his occupation as "Manager." 

He 
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He delcared his intention to become a United States 
citizen on January 11, 1924 , in the Supreme Court of 
Nev.r York. He indicated that he had marri.ed EMI-i.A F. 
KOLLMAR on Feb. 11, 1927, at Quebec, Canada, and that she 
was born on September 6, 1907, at Great Kills, Staten 
Island, New York . His witnesses were EMMA F. KOLLMAR, 
housewife, New Dorp, Staten Island, New York, and 
WILLIAM FELDMAN, Clerk, Ramsey, New Jersey. In response 
to the question concerning trips outside of the United 
Sta tes, he indicated that he had worked his way to 
Europe on the SS PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT in May, 1927, and 
returned on the same ship in July of 1927, and that he 
was in Canada about ten days at the time of his marriage. 

According to the file, he was admitted to citizen­
ship on March 22, 1930. The file in this office also 
contains a memorandum dated June 28, 1940, written by 
Special Agent C. F. RISLER, which is set out as follows: 

It RE: HERMAN ADOLF KOLLMAR 
Espionage 

Mr. Fritz Stern, 136 Northampton St., Easton, Pennsylvania, 
who is in business under the name of STERN .& STERN, Tex­
tile I mporters, 1359 Broadway, New York City, called at 
the New York Division office on June 25, 1940. Mr. STERN 
sta tes that he is of French descent and has about five 
relatives in the French Army. He stated that in the year 
1939 he wa s in Rotterdam where he met HERMAN KOLMAR who 
stated that he was Foreign Manager of the Berlin-office 
of the Chemical Bank & Trust Company. KOLMAR told him 
that after the other World War he was 'shanghaied' to 
the United States where he met Mr. BOWERS of the Chemical 
Bank & Trust Company who took an interest in him. While 
in Rotterdam KOLMAR made frequent calls to Berlin and seemed 
to have more money than would probably ·be paid to him by 
the Chemical Bank and Trust Co. STERN said that on Sep­
tember 22, 1939, he and KOLMAR left Rotterdam on the steam­
ship Nieuw Amsterdam and came to this country. 

"KOLKiill is said to have been born in Germany, is about 
forty years of age and to own a farm in West Portal, N. J. 
KOLMAR is said to be a friend of ALBAIN ROSS , Foreign 
Editor of the San Francisco Chronicle. He is very pro­
Nazi in his opinions and ideas. STERN stated that while 

there 
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there was nothing specific in his complaint concerning 
KOLMAR he is of the opinion that KOLMAR is of the type 
that could be working as a spy in the services of 
Germany." 

The file also contains a memorandum, dated July 13, 
1940, by Special Agent J. A. GENAU, which is set out as 
follmvs: 

"On July 9, 1940, B. B. Rl\.LSTON, head of the Legal Divi­
sion of the Chemical Bank and Trust Company of New York, 
165 Broadway, New York City, ad.vised the writer that he 
thought it might be well for the New York Office to 
investigate HEru~~N ADOLPH KOLL~-~' an assistant manager 
of the Foreign Department of the Chemical Bank and Trust 
Company of New York, for the reason that several years 
ago KOLLMAR was practically penniless; and recently he 
has paid up the mortgage on his home and appears to be 
without financial trouble; that the manager of the Foreign 
Department feels suspicious of KOLLMAR for the reason 
that he believes KOLLMAR is pro-German. 

"Mr. RALSTON stated that KOLLMAR resides at 404 Giffords 
Land, Great Kills, Staten Island, New York; is married 
and has one child; and that his salary at the Bank is 
approximately $3500 }Br annum; that KOLLMAR first became 
connected with the Chemical Bank and Trust Company of 
New York in 1931, and that his previous employment was 
with the DUISBURG NATIONAL BANK, K. A. A., Duisburg, 
Germany. He stated that KOLL~l\.R resigned from this bank 
to come to the United States where he was employed by 
the C. B. RICHARD COMPANY, of New York City, the NEW 
YORK HANSEATIC CORPORATION of New York City, and subse­
quent thereto was employed as an Acceptance Trader with 
the Bank of the United States, New York City; that sub­
sequent to the closing of the Bank of the United States 
in 1930, KOLLMAR was employed with the Chemical Bank and 
Trust Company of New York. 

"Mr. RALSTON stated that the records of the Bank indicate 
that KOLLMAR was born on March 1, 1901, in Duisburg, 
Germany, and that he was educated in the Public School of 
Heillronn, Germany, and the Curtiss High School Evening 
Division, Staten Island, New York; that KOLLMAR 1s mother 
is deceased and that his father is retired and living in 
Heillronn, Germany; that KOLLMAR carries an account with 

the 
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the National City Bank of New York, which account he, 
RALSTON, believes should be checked to ascertain if any 
foreign moneys are credited thereto. 

11 Mr. RALSTON stated that KOLLMAR represented the Chemical 
Bank and Trust Company in Berlin relative to several 
million dollars in stand-still credits, and that KOLL~~ 
made several visits to Berlin. He stated that KOLLMAR 
is a. good friend of L. L. KERR, Jewish, of the Red Star 
Line, 17 Battery Place, New York City, and is also 
a friend of Captain THOR ECKERT, a Swedish and No~1egian 
Jew; that KOLLMAR also went to Germany in connection with 
the release of HAROLD BERNSTEIN, a German-Jew, who was 
formerly a steamship operator in Germany, and who is now 
engaged in New York City as a ship broker, probably having 
offices with L. L. KERR at 17 Battery Place, New York 
City. 

"On July 31, 1940, B. B. RALSTON, head of the legal divi­
sion of the Chemical Bank and Trust Company, advised 
Special Agent (A) A. K. Bowles that HERMAN KOLLMAR is 
sailing on August 1, 1940, on the SS Exeter for Lisbon, 
Portugal; that KOLLMAR will fly from Lisbon· to Rome and 
then to Berlin; that KOLLMAR was around the bank saying 
goodbye to everybody today (July 31, 1940). 

11 0n August 2, 1940, Mr. Ralston telephonically contacted 
Special Agent (A) J. A. Genau · and advised that KOLLMAR 
has gone to Berlin on business for the Chemical Bank and 
Trust Company; that KOLLMAR is an outspoken Nazi and has 
stated that England would be overcome by September 15, 1940. 11 

On November 15, 1940 FRANK E. RASMUSSEN, Assistant 
Comptroller of The National City Bank of New York, 55 Wall 
Street, New York City, informed Agent GENAU that Mrs. Emma F. 
KOLLMAR had advised ROBERT ESSELBORN, Chief Clerk of the 
Stapl·eton Branch of The National City Bank at Staten Island, 
New York, that her husband would arrive in New York or 
leave Germany on November 21, 1940; that Mr. ESSELBORN 
believed that KOLLMAR would arrive on the 21st, instead 
of ~ving Germany, although he was not sure from his con­
versation with Mrs. KOLLMAR. 

It was ascertained from the NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE 
for November 20, 1940, that the SS EXCALIBUR would arrive 
at Jersey C1ty at noon on November 21, 1940. In view of 

this 



l 
. t 

i 

1 

l 

-7-

this fact, arrangements were made to have Special Agents 
B. D. O'NEAL and J. L. BRENNAN meet the SS EXCALIBUR on 
its arrival at Jersey City and to begin a surveillance 
of the activities of KOLLMAR, in the event he arrived in 
the ·United States aboard this ship. The following inves­
tigation is reported by Special Agents O' NEAL and BRENNAN: 

"Appropriate arrangements were made with Chief Inspector 
of Immigration JOHN MONTGOMERY, barge office, for Special 
Agent O' Neal to accompany immigration inspectors aboard 
the S. S. EXCALIBUR, American Export Lines, upon -its 
arrival in New York harbor from Lisbon, Portugal, in 
order to . ascertain whether subject KOLLMAR was arriving 
on that ship. 

"Agent O'Neal accompanied Inspector T. C. GIBNEY and other 
Inspectors of Immigration aboard the coast guard cutter 
which met the ship, and upon boarding the ship af'·ter it 
had left the quarantine station, Inspector T. C. GIBNEY 
and reporting Agent examined all manifests of passengers 
aboard this ship, and it was ascertained that no person 
by the name of KOLLMAR or any similar name was listed 
thereon. 

"Special Agent Brennan was stationed at Pier F in Jersey 
City, New Jersey at the time of the arrival of the ship 
at that pier for the purpose of assisting Agent O' Neal 
in conducting a surveillance of KOLLHAR, should he arrive." 

On November 23, 1940, Mr. B. B. RALSTON, head of the 
Legal Division of the Chemical Bank and Trust Company, 
165 Broadway, New York City, telephonically contacted 
Special Agent J. A. GENAU, advising that Mr. KOLU.ffi.R is 
expected to arrive on December 8, 1940. 

On June 18, 1940, a letter wa s addressed to 
Mr. CHARLES S. PALLISTA, Postmaster, United States Post 
Office, St. George, Staten Island, New York, requesting 
a 30-day mail cover on mail addressed to HERY~N A. KOLLMAR, 
404 CH.ffords Lane, Great Kills, Staten Island, New York. 
As a result of the mail cover, the following mail tracings 
were received: 

POSTMARK 



POSTlllARK 

New York, N. Y. 
6/29/40 

Staten Island, 
N. y., 
7/1/40 12:30 P.M. 

New York, N.Y. 
7/1/40 8:30 P.M. 

New York, N.Y. 
6/21/40 8:30 P.M. 

New York, N.Y. 
6/29/40 8:30 P.M. 

New York, N.Y. 
6/27/40 2:30 P.M. 

States ):sland, 
New Dorp St. 
7/2/40 12 M 

New York, N.Y. 
7/2/40 

New York, N.Y. 
7/6/40 

New York, N.Y. 
7/5/40 9:00 P.M. 
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FROM 

Chemical Bank & 
Trust Co., Bank 
Window, Church St. 
Sta., New York,N.Y. 

Post Office Box 724 
Church St. Annex 
New York, N.Y. 

H. Cassel & Co. 
61 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

H. Cassel & Co. 
61 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

H. Cassel & Co. 
61 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

Stephen C. Kollmar 
Counsellor at Law 
500 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 

No return address 

The Mortgage Corp. 
of New York 
42 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

H. Cassel & Co. 
61 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

H. Cassel & Co. 
61 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

TO 

HERMAN A. KOLLMAR 
Box 156 
Great Kills,S.I.,N.Y. 

MR. H.A. KOLL~Jffi &-or 
MRS. E.F. KOLLllillR 

404 Gifford Land 
Grea t Kills ,S.I.,N.Y. 

MR. H. A. KOLLMAR 
Great Kills,S.I.,N.Y. 

MR. H.A. KOLLMAR 
Box 156 
Great Kills,S.I.,N.Y. 

H. A. KOLLMAR 
Box 156 
Great Kills, S.I.,N.Y. 

MR. HERMAN KOLLMAR 
404 Giffords Land 
Great Kills, 
Sta.ten Island, 
New York 

MRS. HERMAN KOLLMAR 
404 Giffords Lane 
Great Kills, S.I. 

MRS. EMMA F. KOLL~AR 
Box 156 
Great Kills, S.I.,N.Y. 

MR. H. A. KOLLMAR 
Box 156 
Great Kill 
Staten Island, N.Y. 

H.A. KOLLMAR 
Box 156 
Great Kills,s.I.,N.Y. 

New York, N.Y. 



New York, N.Y. 
7/10/40 10 a.m. 

New York, N.Y. 
7/10/40 10 a.m. 

Ne'" York, N.Y. 
7/9/40 7 p.m. 

(No postmark) 

New York, N.Y. 
7/15/40 7 p.m. 

(No postmark) 

New York, N.Y. 
7/13/40 12:30 p.m. 

(No postmark) 

Ne't-T York, N.Y. 
7/16/40 7:30 a.m. 

Ne"t-T York, N.Y. 
7/16/40 11:30 a.m. 
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RCA Communications, 
Inc. 

64 Broad Street 
New York, N.Y. 

RCA Communications, 
Inc. 

64 Broad St. 
Ne\'.r York, N.Y. 

H. Cassel & Co. 
60 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

National City Bank 
P.O. Box 724 
Church St. Annex 
New York, N.Y. 

H. Cassel Co. 
61 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

H. Cassel & Co. 
61 Broadway 
N·e't-T York, N.Y. 

RCA Communications, 
Inc. 

64 Broad Street 
New York, N.Y. 

New Worlds of En­
gine·ering 

Chrysler Corpora­
tion 
Detroit, Michigan 

RCA Communications, 
Inc. 

64 Broad St. 
New York, N.Y. 

RCA Communications, 
Inc. 

64 Broad St. 
New York, N.Y. 

H. A. KOLLNAR 
404 Giffords Lane 
Great Kills 
Staten Island, N.Y. 

H. A. KOLLMAR 
404 Giffar ds Lane 
Great Kills, S.I. 

MR. H. A. KOLLMAR 
Box 156 
Great Kills, 
Staten Island, N.Y. 

MR. H. A . KOLLMAR 
404 Giffords Lane 
Great Kills, S.I. 

H. A. KOLLMAR 
Box 156 
Great Kills, S.I.,N.Y. 

H. A. KOLLMAR 
Box 156 
Great Kill_,S.I.,N.Y. 

H. A. KOLLMAR 
404 Giffords Lane 
Great Kills,S.I.,N.Y. 

H • A . KOLLMAR 
Box 156 
Great Kill_,S.I.,N.Y. 

H. A. KOLLMAF. 
404 Giffords Lane 
Great Kills 
Staten Island, N.Y. 

H. A. KOLLMAR 
404 Giffords Lane 
Great Kills 
Staten Island, N.Y. 

In 
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In connection with the investigation of the case 
entitled, 11 GERMAN FUNDS; MISCELLANEOUS-I NFORMATION CON­
CERNI NG," which bears New York file No. 65-1529 , as in­
dica ted in the report of Special Agent J. A. GENAU, dated 
November 19, 1940, ·copies of which have been placed in 
instant file , Mr. and Mrs. KOLL~AR figured very conspicu­
ously . For the purpose of clarifica tion, the investiga­
tion with reference to KOLLMAR's connection with the 
GERMAN FUND S case is being reported in detail in that 
ca se. Suffice it to state in this matter that Mr. and 
Mrs. K OLL~fAR both received larg e sums of money from the 
German Government to assist in the purchase of 2,500 Siemens 
& Halske bonds. 

UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 

AT NEW YORK I NEW YORK 

Will determine what ship arrives in New York from 
Lisbon on December 8, 1940, and consider the advisability 
of maintaining a surveillance on Subject's activities 
after his arrival in New York. 

Will conduct appropriate investigation concerning the 
business activities of H. CASSEL & COMPANY, 61 Broadway, 
New York City, and at RCA COMMUNICATIONS, INC., 64 Broad 
Street, will conduct appropriate investigation to deter­
mine the nature of the correspondence between that com­
pany and the SUBJECT in this case. 

- P E N D I N G -



117 dear Ill'. PHaiclent a 

You will recall speaking to me laa' KaT with :regard 

to an 1n..-eat1gat1on ot one "Hedmona Kollimal.'•, an exeou­

\1 Te ot the Chem.!oal Bank and Trust Company, loS Broad:• 

way, New Yo~k. who waa the subJect ot a telegram dated 

May 21, 1940 fi"Qm our Embassy at London, a copy ot which 

ts attached here~o. 

~olltmar" waa identified in this Department a• 

Mr. Herman Kollmar. Aa the German tirm WodaD ot Rotter­

dam had already tigured 1n a number of oases in Europe 

ahowing 1~ to be an espionage instrument tor Ger.many, 

this Department became interested 1n Mr •. Kollmar'a ao-

t1v1tiea.. 1n a letter dated May 2~, 1940, this Depart• 

ment communicated all relevant information which it had 

been sueceastul in obtaining regarding Mr. Kollmar to 

the 

Tho Presiden-t, 

The White House • . 
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the Federal Bureau ot Investigation. This letter con­

cluded as follows: 

"This Depar~ent considers the accusations 
made aa ot the utmost gravity and it would ap­
preciate a discreet inTeatiga.tion beins undertaken 
immediately." 

A reply dated December l7, 1940 has been received 

tram the federal Bureau ot Investigation embodying the 

results ot its investigation ot Mr. Kollmar up to Novem­

ber 26, 1940. Tllat repl7, a O{)py ot which is enclosed, 

includes the text ot a summary submitted b7 this Depart­

ment on Ma7 24. 

There are al•o enclosed pagea 1104 to 1108, inolusive, 

from AppendiX Part II released by the Rouse of Representa­

'ivea Special Committee on Un•Amerioan- Activities showing 

copiee ot atu41ea found in the tiles ot Dr. Ferdinand A. 

Kerteaa, head ot the Ohemieal Marketing Compan7, 10 East 

Yort1eth St~eet, New York. Theae atud1ea show that certain 

pers.ons sympathetic with tbe present regime in Ge:maany 

wen pl.arming the organiza,ion ot oommero1al organisa­

tions whioh was to aot as a channel tor all trade tro.a 

this oount17 with Ge:rmanr in the eve.nt Germany wins the 

present waz;. 1rtr. Koll.mar, 1 t appears, was to ))lay a 

prominent role in those organizations. 



\ __ ./ 

In the light or the known espionage activities by 

agents of tho £irm or Wodan, with one of whom Mr. Kollmar 

was in communication, and 1n view of the fact that 

Mr. Kollmar is closely associated with other persona in 

New York suspected of 'being German agents, the Department 

is requesting that a more intensive investigation be made 

ot J4r • Kollmar • 

Faithfully yours, 

Sumner We let: 

Enclosures: 

1. Oopy ot telegram 
from Embaaay, London, 
dated May 21, 1940. 

2. Prom F.B.I., dated 
December 1'7, 1940. 

3. Page• 1104-1108 from 
Appendix Part II. 

j 
/ 
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/ THE WHITE HOUSE 
WAaHINGTOH 

Deoe!ll~er 18, 19.0 

NDIORAND\Jl! FOR 

HOI!. SIDOU:R WEU.ES 

Dear Sumner: 

Thanks ror your toJ"'IIa11 tr 

ot Deoember th1rteenth. 

Baolt at you: Xeap up 

t he good vork Juet where rou a re. 

F. D. R. /tz:tb 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY 01' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1940 

My dear Mr. President: 

Now that your second Administration is drawing to 

a close, I reel that I should tender to you my resigna­

tion as Under Secretary of State. 

I have, therefore, the honor to submit to you my 

resignation of that office to take effect at your pleas­

ure. 

I know it is not necessary tor me to tell you how 

grateful I am for the opportunity you have given me dur­

ing these past years of serving in your Administration. 

Believe me 

The President 

The White House. 
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tY )~' •••M U<mAA• o• ""' t WASHINGTON 

December 30, 1940 

l4J' dear Mr. Prea1dent : 

I haYe rece1Yed today a further letter froa 
the Firat Seoreterr of our Embaesy in Berlin under 
date of NoYember 19 reporting a further conYersa­
tion be had had with Dr. Schacht. In the belief 
that the ~port of th1e oonYereat1on will be of 

eo .. interest to you, I aa tranaa1tt1ng a copy 
herewith. 

Bel1eYe ae 

Eno. 

The Pree1dent, 

!be Wb1 te House. 
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EMBASSY OF THJ: 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Berlin, November 19, 1940 

Peraonal and 'kg£! ?nat 1 ,, 

Deer Mr. Wellea! 

Shortly after your telegram of November 13 an op­
portunity arose, vhich I '~till deacribe in another let­
ter, tor a call on our friend. 

He appeared gratified at the intereat in maintain­
ing periodical contact vith him but looked rather die­
appointed vhen I told him, in response to his inquiry, 
that there wae no reaction to his proJect of visiting 
the Statea. He made no further reference to the proJ­
ect during the course of our conversation. 

He observed that according to hie information the 
var wea inevitably approaching a situation or stalemate 
and that sooner or later there must occur a negotiated 
peace between the tvo povera. The campaign against 
Greece and loaaea euatained by the Italian fleet at 
Taranto bad ahown the extreme military weakneee of 
Italy. Hitler's mistake had been an underestimation 
or British etrength and a belief that he could in­
augurate arbitrary politioal change• in Europe vithout 
oonaultation vith England. 

In view or the terrible and nearly irreparable 
destruction or a&ter1al, apiritual, cultural and po­
litical valuea by the var it vas essential that no 
opportunity be neglected to attempt to bring about 
al quickly ae possible the peace by negotiation vblcb 
eventually vould be inevitable. It vas a tragic mis­
take to take the line that there could be no peace 
diacuasiona vith Hitler in the ballet that the con­
tinuance or the war vould develop a succs1sful revolu­
tionary ertort against the National Socialiet regime. 

The Honorabl e 
Sumner Welle•, 

Under Secretary or State, 
Department or State, 

Washington. 
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There wae no revolutionary movement at preaent form-
ing against the regime and the terror waa too et­
teotively organi&ed t o permit any effective oppoai-
tion to develop in time of war. Hitler wanted to make 
peace and our friend believed that in spite of the ap­
parent military trumpa that Germany held at the preaent 
time that the terms the Fahrer would otter Great Britain 
would be eurpriaingly moderate. The original term• which 
might be propoeed, however, were not ao important. The 
eaeential thing was to ltart negotiationa, new• of which, 
deapite all ceneorehip, would apread throughout Germany, 
activate the deep deeire t or peace of the German people 
and eventually force Hitler to a aettlement which would 
be on reaeonable and durable linea. 

He etated tha t be expected to see Hitler in the 
very near ruture and that be also expected to make an 
addre11 within the next f ew weeka in the course of 
which be hoped to be able to say something conatruc­
tive. It he were not allowed aome measure ot inde­
pendence in expressing hie ideae he would not make the 
speech. Of couree, in war time he would not be allowed 
to talk without making some attacka on the Britiah. It 
wae a eacritica to which he would have to consent in or­
der to be able to get any publicity tor conatructive 
ideas. He hoped that hie frienda outside of Germany 
would understand hie poeition and make al lowance• tor 
thh neoueity. 

In conclus ion he aaked, ae he had on meny other 
occae1ona, that his observationa be tranamitted by mail, 
aeaerting that the content• of every code t elegram eent 
from tbie Embaaey were eooner or l ater known to the 
German Government no matter whether the telegram waa 
sent from Berlin, Swit:r.erland or Portugal. 

I forbear comment on our friend 's viewa at thia 
time beyond aaying that they are quite eimilar to thoae 
be expreaeed in previous converaationa. 

With beat wiehea, 

Sincerely youra, 

OONALD R. HEATH 



1 / 
-

l· 
THI WHIT E HOUSE l .. 

WASHI NGTON 

t :. r .1 .... ~ .. o 

To apeak Lo ~e obout . 

T . D. il . 



November 13 , 1940, 

Dear Bose : I s ent some t elegrams o• t he Churchill- Irish Ports 

situation that might be of help and i n t hi s pouch goes some corres-

pondence and a memorandum of a oonvereation with Joe Walehe, the 

Premier's permanent eeoretary , I may be on the traok of eomethini 1 

for this is the first time t hat I feel I have drawn this bi rd into 

oandid speeoh , I woul dn' t bother to go t hrough it1for the Department 

will get it and digest it. The gist of it i s this : In view of the 

extraordinary sensitiveness this Government displays toward American 

Newspaper ori t ioi sm I have told them that the worst is probably yet 

to oome unl ess they can make some sort of a case to meet the oharge of 

strong anti-!ritish bias t o their neutrality. If we could smoke them ~ 

out in thi s way i t would make thinge easier all round but I don' t 11:Qi 

expeot much eucoess since even i f DeValera gets over hie f ear of German 
to 

vi~ory he cannot renounce his one sure poli tical issue, antagoniem~and 

suepioion of England. I've got a fri endly U. P. man here whpm I,might .,..._._ 
steer into an importan~ statement f r om the premier but 1he~is afraid to ...... .., 
t ell the ~ermans and hie own people al l the cooperative f riendly -things he is doi ng with t he ~ritieh , Through Walehe I hope eoon to 

get the Premier's views a s to a formula f or an irhh position in a 
• 

regrouptng of Democracise which would satisfy him • As my dispatoh and 

annexed papere show Walshe insiete on some such a scheae being 

achieved and guarantees to Ireland undertaken BKFORX , in the oase we 

' should be attacked and forc ed into the war Et re oould leaee us t he ~ 
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ports and a irfields whioh we might need. We are going to have a talk 

soon with Mr. DeValera on both t hese subJeote 

Your speeoh on community giving has been a great help. I used it 

last night in ttirring t he St . Vinoent de Saint Paul Sooiety to 
( 'k-c-<-,_ '" ~ J some 

generous gi ving.l Write .. more • I would like to oont inue but I am 
"' goi ng to lunoh w~th the directors of Guiness•s brewery and the time 

has oome. I shall return full of extra speoial Stout and be s iok f or 

a week. J.{aude oal ls to me to send you muoh love and take oars of your 

self. 

Aff 

J 



THE: WHITI: HOUSE: 
W.-..MINOTON 

Oece bor 11 , 40 

f, n On,, .OW. FOR ~L~ ~:fR :.;I.LF~ : 

To s~e~~ to ~o about . 

F . n. ~ . 



THf UNDER SECRETARY OF' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 2, 1940 

My dear Mr. President: 

I have read with 1ntereet Mr. Gray's 

letter ot October 6 which you sent to me 

with your memorandum ot December 2 . 

In accordance with your desire, I 

am arranging tor you to see the Irish 

Minister ae eoon ae you return. 

Enoloaure. 

The President, 

The White Bouse. 



October 6, 1940, 

Dear Franklin : The gentlemanly announcer on the B.B. C. this 
morning at eight o 'oloolc began. • Roose·ult is in ~ "' Hie voice be t rayed 
relief and some exultation • Kaude and I were ware listening in one 
bed in matrimonial amity. She has been confident right along. I have 

~-
been the viottm of a hunch that the natural opposition that piles up ,. 
in eight years plue the huge elueh tunds that an angry and desperate 
~ industrial plutoorac7 were throwing into the contest plus the 
very energetic Mr, Wilkie were going to do you in, We have both 
fel t t hat as far a s you personall y were concerned there would be 
compensations in def eat 1but for this unhappy world over here it would 
have meant tragedy. The delays and uncertainties inevitable to a change , 
even granting a capable and honeet incoming admi ni stration would have 
been bad medicine. I shall probably be sending you a t elegram in a day 
or t wo on the r eaction here to Churchill' s speech and hie reference to 
Irieh baaea. If aubmariae condi tions malce it a life or death matter 
the probable and r eaeonable course would be 1as I think I have 

alread7 euggeeted , to r eview the oiroumetanoea of the surrender 
of the porte 1to publish Mr. Chamberlain's impres sion that in giving 
them up wi thout a recapture clause he wae a orally aesured that 
England i n a orieis would not suffer because of hie aotion1and to 

appeal to 

their use 

the Irish Governm~~~~n~ribute its help by allowing 
• Thi s should all b one wi t h r eference to American opinion, A 

Si l' John Maffy ooninoidee wi th thi s vil'll . (U... 1~ ~_..cz;:..._ k._) 
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The publicat ion woUld give the Oppoa1t1oo a chanoe t o debate it 

it they ohoao to • The~t;;:dra wore t•vorable to suoh a propoa~l 
a year ago but the lo a,d~ohip o! tho ~oValora party and t ho 

ho.ve 
subversive Fifth Column aot1v1t1oe ot tho now l .R.A. kaa made it 

i.mpoeai blo t o aupport suob a course without pol itical suicide • 

Ot c ourse it~ should be attaoke4 e.nd toroed into the war it would 

bo eaeier tor tho •rieh Government to give ue port and a ir tac1lt1ee 

a.nd i t probably could be managed without grea.t d1ft1oulty1bu t oven so 
probably 

Some SOrt Of & form:u.l& l'fi'OUld h&VO tO bO found tO 8&TO .De Valor& 1 6 fS.OO. 

What is i n my mind in a very nebulous to~ 1would bo t or you to 

¢•Ite• z•eaexaa£Xz• txa,p•&lzx ask ~oValere.1 pr~bably through hie 
• neutral 

Washington ~eaton for suggestions for uni t ing laxz&1 Demooratio 

nations 1n a effort to hast en the viot orifoqs end ot the •ar by 

unit ed ettorte ahort of war • He is very oagy but &lao very va in 

and very fertile in intelleotual thoorizing • I aee obJeotiona t o 

almost every auageet1on I oould m.al:e 1exoept the fundamental one 

that t he bea t way to ge t the porta would be to enable h~ to invebt vt 
near 

himaelt aod eave tace • He has led hi& publ14 opinion ao ataaaty 
• 

to an anti·Qritieh neutrality that he oannot reverse himself eaa1ly 
-= 

even it be yan ted to do ao 1wbioh 1 don't think he doee. I shall aee 

him in a day or two and feel hi m out . Your re- el ection wil l give 

u.a a atarting point. TU::e oare of yoveelt • I f you .,,a.nt t o t hrow 

~no out remember ., .• are terribly gre.tetU.l for what •• have had.. 

A!! 

~. 
'tonight in white t ie and tail s I &m"""J7T'''P''B1ng the motion" That the Beat 
than.Jca o! the College Hiatorioal Soc iety (FoWlded 1770 f rom an older . 
debe.tin.g aesoo1at1on where Burke oft en epoke) are due lihe .Au.clitor tor 

his ad.dreaa on " Obata.olea to Clea r Thinking. 11 I tur1 for tha obataolea 
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