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i e THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
= WASHINGTON

:L;- June 4, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

While I am reluctant as you know to take up your
time wlth memorandums of converasations, I belleve the
attached memorandum of a conversation I had with the
Argentine Chief of Naval Operations will be of interest
to you, and I think you will wish to read it.

In any event, I think it constitutes signal proof
of the value of having our Navy Department invite the
chiefs of naval operatlions of the other Amerlican repub-
lics to wvisit the United States at this time.

Belleve me

Fal ly yours,

Enclosure.

The Preslident,
The White House,.




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: May 30, 1941

SUBJECT: Admiral Gulsasola's wisit to the Tnited States.

PARTICIPANTS:  Argentine Ambassador, Seflor Don Felipe A. Hspll;
Vice Admiral José Gulsasola, Chief of Naval
Operations, Argentine Navy;
Captain Alberto D. Brunet, Naval and Alr Attaché;
The Under Secretary, Mr. Welles.

COPIES TO: S, The President, Admiral Stark, Ambassador Armour.

— F aFe 1T— 14l

Admiral Yuisasola, Chief of Naval Operations of the
Argentine Navy, dined with me informally at my house last
night. There were present only the Argentine Ambassador
and Captain Brunet, the Argentine Naval Attaché.

Admiral Guisasola was exceedingly cordial wilth regard
to his recent visit through the United States upon the in-
vitation of the Navy Department and exceedingly frank and
outspokens,

The Admiral expressed his amazement wlth the progress
which had been made by the United States Navy durlng recent
years. He rominded me that he had been in this country
some twenty years ago and that he had always had the great-
est sympathy for the Amerlcan Navy but that he had had no

conception of the efficiency and present expansion of the
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American Navy until he came here in person this past
month. He had been particulerly impressed with the

battleshlp Indlanapolls; with the volume and quality of

aviation production which he had seen in the plants he

had visited in California; in the volume, efficiency and
morale in the naval training base &t Pensacola; and with

the quality and thoroughness of the planning work being
undertaken here in the Navy Department in Washingtone

He expressed in unmeasured terms his admiration and regard
for Admiral Stark and for many of the other naval officers
with whom he had talked during hils trip to the United States.

He expressed likewise his amazement that this Govern-
ment did not make better known in Argentina and in the
other American republics the speed with which rearmament
was belng carrled out in the Unlted States. He sald that
no one, not even the military services in Argentina, had
any conception of the volume of the military production
in this country.

The Admiral then launched into a very vigorous state-
ment as to the need for a closer cooperation between
Argentina and the United States. He saild it seemed to him
that at a time like this, in its own interest if for no
other reason, the Unlited States should make available to

Argentina the materlal which was required for the defense
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of Argentina and for the defense of the countrles adjacent
to Argentina.

I said to the Admiral that as he well lmew, 1ln Septem-
ber 1940 and again in January 1941 this Government had, as
i1t had with all of the other American republics, desired
to have the most far-reaching conversations wlth the Argen-
tine Navy in order to reach agreements in principle as to
what the two countries might do by way of cooperation in
the event that an attack upon the Western Hemisphere took
place. I sald thet unfortunately the Argentine Navy had
made 1t clear in September 1940 that 1t did not care to
discuss these lssues in any detall with us and conseguently
there had been no opportunity for the United States to
learn what assistance the Argentine Government might desire.
I sald that, as I had made known to the Argentine Ambassador
only a few weeks ago, thls Government, however, stood pre-
pared under the terms of the Lend-Lease Act to make avail-
able to Argentina a very large amount of naval equipment
as well as military equipment, although, as the Admiral
probably knew, discussions in this Btter regard had not
been broached to the Argentine Army.

The Admiral then sald that while, of course, he could
only speak as Chief of Naval Uperations of the Argentine
Navy, he felt that that position entitled him to consider-

able weight in councils with hls own Government and that
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he wished me to know specifically that the opinion which

he was about to express to me was shared by more than 95
per cent of at least the higher ranking officers of the
Argentine Navy. He sald that the reply given to the United
States initiative in September 1940 had been due solsly to
one officer of the Argentine Navy who had unfortunately at
that time occupled the position of Minister of Marine. He
sald the negative response glven to the United States, as
the Admiral in question well knew, was contrary to the
expressed desires of the overwhelming ma jority of the
Argentine naval officers themselves. He sald that through-
out its history, the Argentine Navy had looked to the
Amerlican Navy for leadership and for guldance. He sald
that only five years ago, when the British had attempted

to have British naval officers sslected as instructors in
the Naval VWar College in Buenos Aires, he himself and

some of hls aassoclates had been responsible for the deci-
slon of the Argentine Government to select American naval
officers. He sald that today American naval tactics were
the only tactlcs studled by the Argentine Navy and that he
could assure me, speaking with the responsibilitles now
encumbered upon him fully in mind, that if the Unlted States
went into war for the defense of the Western Hemlsphere,
the Argentline Navy would desire to be at the side of the

American Navy. He stated further and with much emphasis
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that his constant efforts from now on were golng to be
directed to the end that, if the United States went to
war, the Argentine Government would see to 1t that at
least one Argentine unit was placed in each division of
the American fleet operating in the Atlantic Ocean to be-
come & part of the fighting force of the Amerlican Navy
and run all of the risks which would be incurred thereby.

The Admirel further sald that without any delay what-
aver there should be & close understanding between the two
fleets so that the Argentine Navy would know exactly what
patrol work and what defense work it should undertake in
full cooperation with the American Navy.

The Admiral stated that as soon as he returned to
Buenos Alres he would inslst that conversatlions in this
sense be Immedlately undertaken between the Amsrican and
the Argentine Navies and that the offer of the Amerilcan
Gavarnmantﬁiaka avallable to the Argentine Navy naval
material be promptly accepted and worked out through
common agreement.,

The Admirsl spoke with considerable emphasis like-
wise as to the impossibility of undertaking any real
inter-American naval cooperation. He sald that he had
been more and more impressed by this fact durlng the
course of his recent trip through the Uhitad States. He

sald that with the exception of the Chilean and Brazilian



-

Admirals, none of the other chiefs of naval operations
from the other American Republics had the faintest knowl-
edge of what a fleet was nor of what tactics were. He
spoke with utter contempt of most of the other naval
officers and as an illustration of their lack of expsri-
ence and knowledge, sald that when he and the Uruguayan
Admiral were In an airplane flying over Pensacola recently
and he himself had been inconveniencedby tHe nolse of the
motors, he had sald as a joke to the Uruguayan Admiral
when they landed that the next time they took a trip of
that kind he thought he would get out on one of the wings
of the plane in order to have less noise, and that there-
upon the VYruguayan hed replied that he had not realized
that it would be safe for a passenger in a plane to sit
on one of the wings. The Admiral very firmly expressed
the opinion that while the Brazilians and Chileans at
least knew what a navy was, the only two navies in the
Hemlsphere were the United States and the Argentine Navies
and it was Imperative that an agreement between them be
made as a basis for any Inter-American collaboration
that might be undertaken.

The Admiral said that there was nothing that would
stimulate a better feeling in the Argentine Navy at this
time than for the Unlted States Navy to go back to 1its

old practice exercised until a year or so after the last
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World War of permitting Argentine officers actually to
serve on some of our fighting ships.

I remarked that I was sure that the Admiral would
understand tha t while our Navy people would undoubtedly
have full confidence in the ability and discretion and
loyalty to our Interests of our friends in the Argentine
Navy, 1t might be difficult for them to have the same com-
plete confldence in naval officers from some of the other
republics and that, of course, this Government would have
to follow a policy of non-discriminat ion as between tie
other American republics. The Admiral saild he understood
the difficulty involved, but wo ndered if it might not be
obvlated by having 1t undertaken on a reclprocal basis,
and since it was obvious that the United States ﬁmﬂd not
wish to send American officers to train, for example, on
& Paraguayan gunboat on the River Paraguay, the oppor-
tunity he had in mind might be 1limited by this Covernment
to officers from the fleets of the other Amsrican navies
to which American officers were sent, ostensibly for
training purposes. I replied that the Importance of his
suggestion was, of course, evident and that he might be
sure I would take the matter up with Admiral Stark and
other officers of our own Navy.

Before he left, the Admiral said that he wanted me
to know that this country in these times of danger could
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count upon the sympathy and frlendshlp of an overwhelming
ma jority of the Argentine people and that he could fur-
ther assure me of the complete support of the Argentine
Navy. He said he would like to be able to communicate
with me personally after his return to Buenos Aires in
the same way in which he had undertaken to communicate
with Admiral Stark. I said that nothing wuld glve me
greater pleasure and I knew 1t would be of the utmost

service to Admiral Stark and myself.

The Argentine Ambassador subsequently told me that
the Admiral had spoken to him privately in exactly the
same sense as that in which he had spoken to me and that
he had never seen anything more useful, from the stand-
point of cooperation between the American and Argentine
¥avies, than the visit to the United States of Admlral

Gulsasola.
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A THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
ik WASHINGTON
June 9, 1941

Iy dear Hr. Preaident:

I have recelved from the British Embassy a
conlldentinl commnication regarding the steps
which will be taken by the Eritish Government in
order to make 1t possible for the Jews in Pales-
tine to participate more actively in defense
measures. Since I know this matter has been
brought to your attention, I am enclos ing a
copy of this communication for your inlormation.

Believe me

1 11ly yours,

The President,
The White House.




BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON.

REF. 555/31/41 May 4th, 1941

My dear Mr. Under=Secretary,

You may recollect that on May Bth you passed to the
Ambassador a message from Rabbl Stephen S, Wise containing
a requeat that the Jews in Palestine be permitted to form
regiments and a Home Guard. Vie have now received from
London a statement of His Majesty's Government's attltude
in this connexion. They realise of course that the Jewish
desire for the means of self-protection in Palestine is
natural, and have been considering how best to meet it.

2. Yie have now been authorised to inform you in con-
fidence that they Im ve approved the followlng proposals
submitted by the High Commissioner:

(1) Expansion of the Jewish settlement police to 1ts
former strength during the disturbances, with
the poasibility of future expansion if this 1is
succesaful.,

(2) More intensive training of the apecial rural
constabulary.

(3) Expansion on a more restricted scele o thre

urban special constabulary.

The Honourable
Sumner Velles,
Under-Secrotary of State of the United States,
Washington, D. Q.
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British
Govt., State Lept. tel., 72

By R. H. Parks nunwﬁlﬂﬁn
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(4) Continued equal opportunity for enlistment into
the Falestine Infantry battalions for both Jews
and Arabs, and completion of the accepted re-
crulting prosramme on the Jewish side irrespec-
tive of the rate of enlistment of Arabs.
S In addition, the possibllity 1s not excluded, pro-
vided equipment and assistance are evallsble, of expanding
the above on the following lines;:
' (1) Conversion of Jewish settlements into strong points.
(2) Tralning Jewlsh settlement police (a) to deal with
parachute troops and minor air borne landings
(b) to engage in tank hunting (c¢) to adopt
guerilla tactics apgalnst enemy detachments and
lines of comrmunication (d) to protect without
assistance from British troops or police the
Jawish settlements against rebellious Arsb bands.
4, The above have been communicated in strict confidence
to Dr. Namler of the Jewlsh Agency, who has expressed much
satisfaction. It 1ls not however Intended to make any public
announcement, slnce apart from giving valuable information
to the enemy this might have the worst possible effect upon
Arab opinion in the Middle East. It will be appreclated
that with the present situatlon in Iragq and Syrla any
precipitate arming of the Jews might lead to deterloratlon



=3

in the internal security in Palestine, whlch could only
be restored by the diversion of the British troops from
more vital operations.
5, Even 1f arms were available for general distribu-
tion, such action would not in the judgment of Hls Majesty's
Government contribute to local securlty and would lave
l1ittle military wvalus agalns. tralned trocops. They feel
that the military authorities muat be left full discretlon
to use the equipment avallable to them to the best advan-
tage.
Ba #e are arranging to inf orm Rabbl Wlae orally and
in confidence that the quesation of the Jews formling regl-
ments and a Home Guard has been under active considera-
tion by His Ma jesty's Government who have approved certain
proposals for action submitted by the High Commissioner,
and that the gist of Lhese steps has been communicated
in astrict confldence to ILr. Namler in London and Kr. Sher-
tok in Jerusalem, both of whom have expressed thelir satls-
faction, The details of the proposals are not being dis-
closed to Rebbl Wise.

Yours very sincerely,

HEVILE BUTLER




U;'VN THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
\

WASHINGTON

June 10, 1941

My dear Mr, President:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I received
from our Embassy in Berlin which will be of interest

to you. You will remember that the "our friend" 1s

e

Dr. S Ghﬂ.':-ht N

Belleve me

alt lly yours

The President,

The White House.




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Berlin, May 27, 1941

Dear lir, Welles:

"Our friemd" has been back in Germany, at his country
place, for some weels now after a two months honeymoon
with his young bride in Switzerland., Since he had writ-
ten me from Switzerland wanting to know If I had any news
for him, I asked his confidential secretary whether I
could make a personal call on him but to date I have
heard nothing from him nor do I expect to at this time.

Our friend has been most anxious to maintain contact
with the States through the Embassy, His sudden inacces-

present increased flurry of suspicion and Gestapo spying
which was brought about by Mr. Hess' flight to Englard,

Hess' flight has caus ed, I belleve, an irreparable
crack in the Party's reputation and has stimulated the --
latent--opposition, If only the German armies were def-
Initely checked--an occuwrrence which seems impossible in
the immediate future--T belleve a gradual movement towards
revolt might start, particularly if America ard Britain
made clear that there is an acceptable alternative to con-
tinued support of the regime., As long as Hitler can win
victories, however, he personally will maintain control
and prestige but even with a definite victory I do not
think that with the defection of Hess, the prestige of the
Party in its present formation can ever be restored., On
the other hand the reputation and influence of the army
is increasing,

Sincerely yours »

DONALD R, HEATH
First Secretary of EZmbassy

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 13, 1941.

MEMORANDIN FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

TC DO THE NEEDFUL

Message to the President from
Emile Detruit, President Comite de
Gaulle, saying that the Free French
people can no longer recognize the
Vichy Government.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
.’ WASHINGTON

June 14, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

I am not certain that this telegram has been
brought to your attention and I am therefore send-

ing 1t to you for your information.

Eelleve me

ith¥ully yours,

561

Ene.

The President,
The White House.
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This telegrem must be

closely parsphrased be- S0FIA
fore being comrunicated
to anyone, (br) Dated June 13, 1941

Rec'd 4:02 p.m,
Secretary of State,

Washington,

276, June 13, noon,

An alrmail letter from my wife today states thet
she has heerd from certain membera of the Stete Department
rumors thet I em drinking hard end thet Colonel Donovean
eénd myself were drunk together when he lost his passport,

Permlt me to sey thet I drink even less than eny
member of this Legetion (#) & politicel ooponent of
mine was the soberest, best behaved and hardest working
dmerican thet hes come to Sofis during my tenure of
office, You have the report of one thorough, fair
inspector who was here., 1 shell welcome another st
the earliest possible moment.

Since the subject of eriticism has bLeen brought
up may I make a conatructive suggestion regarding the
personnel of the Department though certainly not resort-
ing to the personslities to which epparently I heve
been subjected.,

I have read meny telegrams from meny of our posts,

Ignorance




-2= #276, June 13, noon, from Sofia,

Ignorance of the English lengusge displayed therein
with the resultent redundancy of 75% of them is ap-
pelling, This mesns sn snnusl cost to the American tex-
payer of literslly hundreds of thousands of dollsrs a
year in telegreph charges end work in coding end decoding.
I therefore respectfully suggest thet fer more
importence be given to the knowledge of our lenguege
in the exsminstions for the cercer end thet o copy of
Professor £. S. Hill's Principles of Rhetoric be sent
to those members of our service whose telegrems show ¢
lementeble leck of conciseness rnd clrrity.
I shrll rpprecirte it if ¢ prrephrese of this

telegrem will be forwerded to my wife,

EARLE
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 14, 1941.

MEMORANDUY FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

I think thie story from
Morris about the closlng of the
Christian Sclence churchee in Germany
should be lecked to the newspapers

here.

F. D. R.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 14, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

In the bellef that 1t may be of interest
to you, I am transmlitting herewith a copy of a
telegram which Lord Halifax gave me this morn-
ing and which he had recelived from his Govern-
ment relatlive to recent movements of German
troops and German ehips Iin Norway and in Nor-
weglan waters.

Belleve me

The President,
The White House.
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Telegram from London dated June l4th.

Reports continue to be recelved showing that

(1) A considerable movement of troops to lNorth
Norway is taking place.

(2) Heavy tonnages of shipping from German-EBaltic
ports have been procesding in the same direction.

(3) Reinforcements of long-range bombers 1ln Norway
have recently been effected.

(4) A large quantity of shipping is now concentrated
in Norweglan ports. Alr reconnalssance on June 5th re-
ported 30 ships at Bergen, 30 ships at Trondheim, 4 at
Narvik and 12 at Lirkenes.

The natural assumption would be that these concen-
trations are directed agalnst the U.5.5.R. but in wview
of United States interests in Iceland we think it only
right to polnt out that if for one reason or another
they were no longer needed for use agalnst Russia, 1t
would be possible for them to be employed at short

notice for an expedition to Iuéllnd inastead.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOM

VU/ June 14, 1941
[ 3

My dear Wr. Prasldent:

With reference to our telephons conversation, I
am sending you herewlth a copy of the suggested nots
to be handsd to the German Chargé d'Affaires this
coming Monday, June 16.

Bellave me

ALY

The President,

The White Houss,
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June 16, 1941,
8ir:

It has come to the knowledge of this Government
that certaln agencies of the German Reich in this
country, including German consular establishments, have
been engaged in activitlies wholly outside the scope of
their legltimate duties. Thase activitles have been of
an improper and unwarranted character. They r ender the
continued presence in the Unlted Statea of those agencles
and consular establlishments inimical to the welfare of
this country.

I am directed by the President to requeat tlat the
German Government remove from Unlted States territory
all Jerman nationals Iin anywise comnected with the German

Library of Information in New York, the German Rallway

Herr Hana Thomsen,

Chargé d'Affaires ad interim of

Germany .



and Tourlsta Agsncles, and the Trans-Ocean News 3srvice,
and that sach of these organizations and their affiliates
shall be promptly closad.

I am also directed to request that all Jerman con=-
sular officers, agents, clerks, and smployees thereofl
of German natlonality shall be removed from American
territory and that the consular establiphments likewlss
be promptly closed.

It i contemplated that all such withdrawals and
glosures shall be affected bafores July 10.

Aocoept, Sir, the renswed assurances of my high

conasideration.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 18, 1541

My dear Mr. President:

Last week John Cudahy called me from New York to aay
that he would like to come down to Washington to have a
confidential talk with me in order to relate to me an in-
terview which he had had with Ribbentrop before he left
Berlin.

I replied saying that I felt it was better for him
not to come to Washington, but if he had any confidential
information which he thought it desirable to transmit to
me, I would be glad if he would transmit such information
to me in any way he saw fit.

He has now transmitted to Secretary Hull the informa-
tion In question in the form of a memorandum of which I am

enclesing a copy herewith for your information.

Belleve me
Fal ly yourd,
- [ Uy
q e |

The Preslident,
The White House.
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June 14, 1941

The Honorable the Secretary of State,
cﬂr‘dﬁll Eullp
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am sorry to learn of your illness, and sincerely
hope you will be back at your desk as fresh as ever
within a day or two.

In your absence I spoke to the Office of the Under
Secretary and told him that I had hed a long discussion
with von Ribbentrop which I thought might be of interest.
But he sent me a mesaage stating that he did not think
it advisable for him to see me at this time,.

Accordingly, I am leaving with your secretary a con-

fidential memorandum of my conversation with von Ribben-

trop. I gave my word to von Ribbentrop that what hs told
me during my meeting with him would not be published.

It 1s impossible, as you can readily understand to
give you my views of von Ribbentrop's attitude; to tell
you of his position in Germany, and to evaluate the dis-
cussion with him. All these T can set forth only at
the personal meeting with you or the Under Secretary.
But In the belief that the enclosed report, inadequate
as 1t is, maybe of some service T am leaving it in
your hands,

Respectfully yours,

JOHN CUDAHY
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HOTEL 5T. REGIS
New York

—CORFIDENPTAE MEMORANDUM

for

The Honorable Cordell Hull

On May 3rd, 1941 I had a long talk with von Rlbbentrop
at his offlice on Wilhelm Strasse, Berlin, and set forth

herewith the salient features of the discussion.

von Hibbentrop spoke with a great deal of confidence,
which I believe he sincerely felt, when he said that
England was already defeated, and that Germany could

not be dislodged from "our hemisphere". He said that

the African campaign might be slowed up during the ap-
proaching hot weather months, but there could be no ques-

tion of German military domination over that Continent.

He sald that England would be sub jected to a terrific
aerlal bombardment during the summer months and would be
surrounded by submarines "like sharks" which would lay
down an increasingly effective blockade of the British

Iales.

He went on to say that his information was that the
Dominions and Colonles were giving negligible support to
the British and that there was a great feeling of dis-

satisfaction and adverse critleclsm agalnst the British
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high command on the part of the Dominion and Colonial
forces. He insisted that Germany did not intend to
destroy the Brltish Empire which 1t considered a neces-
gary power for stablllty and order durlng these times,
but, he sald, the longer the war continued, the more

severe would be peace terms imposed on the British.

Concerning German aggression againat the western Hemil-
sphere, von Ribbentrop spoke of this as a matter for
expert military opinion and said that he was satisfied
that American experts would confirm the view of the
German high commeand that an attack upon the western

hemisphere was impossible of successful accomplishment.

He was very frank in hls comments upon the subject of
American active belligerency and I got the same imprea-
sion that I got from Hitler that the Germans expect ua

to enter the war before many weeks. But he assured me

that our participation in the conflict would be ineffectual.
We came too late. Agaln he referred to the experts and
sald he was sure they would advlise that a military cam-
peign against Germany by an expedltionary force either

by landing in Africe or Europe was a military impossi-
bility. He sald that even supported by our Naval forces,

that the greater part of our alirplanes and war materlals
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would never reach the British Isles, and that sven if
our alrplanes did arrive in England they would be smashad
on the ground there before they could take off for combat.

He predicted that the American people would becoms vary
impatient, disillusioned and wrathful againat statesman-
ship which drew them into a strictly European war. It
would be, he sald, a war without herolcs as far as the
Unlted States was concerned; a series of minor naval en-
gagements with no great flag waving or atirring exploits
to fire the American imagination. Our participation,

he sald, would mean & prolongation of the warp probably

for many years but we could not posalbly defeat Germany.

The military phase of the war, he sald, was practically
ended. Germany had discontinued the manufecture of
ammunltions and was concentreting i1ts industrial mili-

tary output on submarines and airplanes.

JUne 14, 1941
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Lﬁj THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
U WASHINGTON
& June 18, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

In the sbsence of Lord Halifax, Mr. Butler called
to see me this morning with the following message from
the British Government:

Mr. Churchill apparently feels optimistic with
regard to the probability that Dr. Salazar will be will=-
ing in the event of imminent German aggression to request
Great Eritain and the United States to assist 1n the
defense of the Azores. Mr. Churchill feels, however,
that plans should now be formulated as to the action to
be taken in the event that such & reguest were not forth-

coming at the crucial moment. He therefore suggests
that joint steff conversations be undertaken immediately
between the United States and Eritish staff representa-
tives in order to determine the details of the action
to be taken respectively by the two Governments in such
a contingency.
I told Mr. Butler that I would lay this request

before you immedlately.

The FPresident,

The White House.
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Will you let me know what reply you wish me to

make to the British Government?

R,

Belleve me




June 235, 1541

My doar Mr. President:

The Greek Minlister hss inquired whether this Uove
ernment would heve any objootlicn to the vialt to the
United States in about two monthe' time of Lhe ureek
Prime Ninlster. It 1s the linister's feeling thsit JIreek
national fesling should be kepl alive and tLat the visit
of the Frime Minlster would be helpful in that regerd,
as was the recent visit of Uenersl Slkorski in keeping
alive & spirit of national resistence Lo Germany on the
part of Follsh nationsls in the United States.

If you have no objection, I shsll inform the Ninis=
ter that while this Uovernment has not extended and is
not extending any invitations to offlcials of foreign
governments to vielt the United States at thies time,
should the Prime Minister of (reece visit the United
States, his vialt would be most weloome to this Govern=-
ment .

I shall appreciate it if you will let me know
what your decision may be.

Delleve me

Palthlully yours,
éu{(i L9

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

This 1e an additional reason
for ue to afford some kind of pro-
tection to Liberia. They ought to
weloome 1it.

F. D. R.

State Department dispatch from
Wasson at Dakar, dated June 22, 1941,
saying German agente in Liberia obtain
information from Syrian merchants
established at Freetown regarding
arrivale and departures of CONVOYB.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 4l
WASHINGTON '

June 26, 194

My dear lir. Fresident:

I am enclosinz for your immediate attention a
telegram recelved from lionrovia this morning,

I propose sending a reply at once clarifying
points 1, 2 and 3 and making it clear with regard to
point 4 that an agreement will, of course, be reached
in edvance as to the location of the alr base or bases,

With regard to the question ralsed by fresident
Barclay concerning Liberian neutrality in the event that
the United States enters the war, 1t 1s my purpose to
reply, If you agree, that the status of Liberia in such
event 1s, of course, a matter for the Liberlan Govern-
ment to determine; that the steps contemplated by this
Government will, of course, make it possible for Libe-
rian independence and integrity to be breserved, but
that this Govermment feels confident that a satlsfactory
arrangfement can be worked out which would give the United

States full power to protect the bases selected and yet

The President,

The White House,
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leave Liberia free to determine her own status in the
light of what she construes to be her best interssts,

If you see no objectlion to the nature of the reply
I contemplate sending, I shall send & telegram in that
sense Immediately,

Belleve me

Encs.
Telegram 62 from
Honrovia;
Telegram 37 to
T'-:Unrmﬂt
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This telegram must be Monrovia
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated June 25, 1941

to anyone., (80C) Reo'd 6 8.m., 26th

Scoretary of Btate,
Washington,

63, June 25, 5 P.m.

Department's no., 37, June 31, 3 P.m.

President Barolay has favorably received suggestion.
Before committing himeelf he requests clarification:

One. Regarding withdrawal of troops upon termination
of emergency. He feels there should be a full definition
of the term "emergency”.

Two. President Barclay's only information with respect
to arrangements made in British territories in
Western Hemisphere has been from radio broadcasts and
degires to be more fully apprised.

Three, Is the sending of Marines essential for
the preparation of air base as might 1likely be established.

Four. Question as to location of air base or bases
should be fixed in advance,

President Barclay posed the question: If Americae
eventually became a belligerent would it involve a
departure from Liberian neutrality of would arrangements

be



-2- 623, June 25, 5 p.m., from Monrovia

be similar to those regarding British naval bases in
Egypt? President Barclay's attitude toward Marines can
be attributed to reports of alleged reprehensible conduct
in Central America.

My conviction is that all pointe can be settled to the

mutual satisfaction of the two governments.

WALTON

ALC



NO DISTRIBUTION

June 21, 1941

AMERICAN LXGATION,
MONROVIA.

F

FOR THE MINISTER ONLY AND TO BE DECODED BY HIM.

Your mall despatch 544, November 14, 1940 and
your telegram no. 14, March 15, 1939.

Please seek an immedlate interview with President
Barclay and, referring to earlier discussions concerning
the defense of Liberia, inform him that this Government
1s now prepared to give immediate and favorable considera-
tlon to any request he may make for the esteblishment of
an Amerlcan air base In Liberia. Explaln that this
suggestion 1s put forward in the light of the traditional
relatlons of close friendship between the Unlted States
and Liberia which have existed for more than one hundred
years. Add that such a base, if established, would of
course be with full recognition on the part of the
United States of the sovereign and independent status
of Liberia and that American military personnel would

of course be withdrawn from Liberla as soon as the
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emergency had passed. We would envisage implementing

the plan by sending to Liberia at an early date a small
force of say five hundred United States Marines, who
would prepare the way for the construction of the alr
base. Necessary detalls, including assurances wlth res-
pect to full recognition of Liberian soverelignty and
regarding the withdrawal of troops upon the termination
of the emergency, could be worked out subsequently.

These arrangements might well be along the lines of

those which have been made in repard to the establishment

of American bases In British territories in the Western

Hemisphere.

—FRECTEY TONPEIPENTIAL. The President attaches the

utmost Importance to the establishment of the proposed
base and you will therefore spare no effort in endsavor-
Ing to linduce President Barclay to make a request in the
sense deslired. In view of the need for absolute secrecy
you will refraln from discussing the matter with anyone

except Presldent Barclay.

NE:WSM
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 24, 1941 ﬂf.‘

My dear lr. Fresldent:

I have received today your memorandum of June 23
enclosing a proposed guestionnaire to be answered by
our consuls who are retuwrning from Italy, Germany and
territories cccupled by the Axls powers.

I am heartily in accord with the 1dea and the
questionnaire you have enclosed will be submitted to
our consular officers as soon as posslible, You will,
of course, be informed of the results obtalned.

Bellieve me

alt ly yourg,

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1941.

MEMORANDUNM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

I am enclesing a proposed
gquestionnalre for us to give to all
Consuls who have been thrown out of
Axies or Axls-occcupled territories.

What do you think of doling
thie?

F. D. R.

(Enclosure)
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June 71, 1941

Hop, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White Houze
VWasghington, D.C.

My dear Mr. Presldent:

Based upon our talk of the other day
relative to information that Consuls abroad
might have, I am enclosing & questionnaire which
you might think advisable %o have sent to all
those Consuls who are about to return home.

Very sincerely yours,

Aot D

e ——— e ———

e



Proposed Questionnaire for United States
Consuls Returning from Posts in Axis or
ig-0Deceu 4T ries

Returning Consule should submit all information
in their possession with respect to the following subjects:

1. M «» FPresent state of military, naval,
officlal and citizen morale. Factors cauging most
impeirment. Current common complaints. Means for
lowering morale.

2, Bomb demsge, including locality, time of
damsge, percentage of unexploded bombe, velue of new
bombs, and types of bombs ceusing most damage.

3. I;jgl_hgnhigg_ﬁgﬁﬁiig, with reasons therefor,
such as impairment of ¢ catlons, tramsportation,
morale, etc. Times when bombing would be most effec-
tive.

b of population and of the Axls armed
and navel foreces, including nutrition hyglene, epldemics,
deficlencies in perticular medicines, shortages of food,
clothing, fuel, lack of housing facilities, ete.

5. Current rumors.

6. E;iiighszgpgggng;. Efficlency thereof, number
of listeners, guality of reception. Means for improvu-
ment 1n disseminetion thereof. Extent to which means
other than radio might be used.

7 l52n5m;5Ienﬁ_Lnﬂneigtnl_ifiﬁilisnnas of a
specific nature with respect to a litary, naval

and air esctivities, including current and contemplated
military movements, new developments in weapons and
technigue, new types of equipment, means of transporta-
tion, ete,

B, gi:;li;n_ggggngg. Efficlency thereof, including
Tire fighting, shelters, number of gas masks. Means for
impairing seme.

ors. ¥ of Party and leader
or teking edvantege thereof.
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12. uauﬂnmz_nmLﬂtﬁg including size and
locality, and whether due to bombing or Axls orders.

13. %nmﬂmmuum_ffmmm
Identity of contacts through whom information obtain-

gble and means of getting seme in and out.

1. 1 1 a acting in
sllied territories, Unlte ates or elsewhers.

15. Britieh Blockade. ¥ffect thereof and means
belng used to evade same.

16. Any further remarks, including observations
of apparently trivial matters, including general day-
to-day plcture as seen by informent.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

V==l

MEMOAANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

1. This is the copy of Colonel
Donoven's letter, which ha just gent
direct to me.

B o | that eral
rgfponse your

I thought you would probebly
#ant to see both of these tonight before

you leanve.

El. i

Y




~« OFFICE OF ‘
. THE LIBRARIAN ]

To

General Watson,

*his comes to you

from Colonel Donovan.

Thursa k. Bakey




June 21, 1941

fion, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House

Washington, D.C.
My dear lr. Presidents

Based upon our talk of the other day
relative to information that Consule abroad
might have, I am onclosing a questiomnaire which
you might think advisable to have sent to all
those Consuls who are about to return homs.

Very sincerely yours,



Proposed Questionnaire for United States
Consule Riturn%ng from Posts in Axis or

Returning Consule should submit all informstion
in their possession with respect to the following subjects:

1. ]giglf. Prosent etete of military, naval,
official and citizen morale. Factors causing most
impsirment., Current common complaints. Mesns for
lowering morale.

2, PBomb damege, including locality, time of
damage, percentage SI unexploded bombe, velue of new
bombs, and typee of bombs oeusing most demage.

3. Iiifl.hﬂl&lﬂl.iﬁ!ll*l: with reessons therefor,
euch as impairment of communlostions, transportation,
i:raln. eto. Timee when bombing -uuid be most effece
tive.

e of population and of the ixis armed
and nevel forces, including nutrition hyglene, epldemics,
deficlencies in particular medicines, shortages of food,
clothing, fuel, leck of housing rnuiiiti-l, ato,

5. Current rumors.
6. ﬂ!iﬁilh_ffﬂlllglﬂl- Efficiency thereof, number
of lieteners, quality of reception. Means for Ilprﬂ?l-

ment in dissemination thereof. Extent to which meens
other than redio might be used.

7s mmﬁ.;ﬂn_um%mmorn
epeocific nature with respeact to a tary, navel

and epir sotivities, including ourrent end contempleted
militery movemente, new developments in weepons and
technique, new types of equipment, means of transporta-
tion, ete,

8. i*;;};ln_fexgn.g. Efficiency thereof, including
fire fighting, shelters, number of gas masks. Means for
impairing seme,

9.
. ulnera 8 of Pa
end mesne for teking sdvantage thersof.




10,
. ulnarab ty thereof.

11, !lnm_;.m.hnﬂ_s.f_mmuﬁmf. 8. g
war weariness, fesr of Americe, hetred of Rusela, eto.

12, I;lgggjgn._gi_nggy;ﬂgigf. including size and
loeallty, and whether due to bombing or Axis orders.

13, gmmumnnm_qumnfummﬂg
Identity of contmots through whom information obtein-

eble end meane of getting seme in and out.

14. W.&ulmn_nfm acting in
allied territories, United States or elsewhere.

15. ﬁlﬁiﬂlﬁaﬂlﬂﬂklﬂl- Effect thereof and mesans
being used to evede same,

16. Any further remarks, including observations
of apparently trivial matters, inocluding general dey=-
to-day ploture as seen by informant.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 26, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

I agree with you that steps
are necessary to desl with these
reports eirculated by former
President Herbert Hoover -- but
what steps? This does not merit
a Government statement but I do
think 1t merits a communicatlon

to Mr. Hoover.

F. D. R.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

June 24, 1941

Iy dear lir. President:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a portion of
& memorandum of conversation which I had with Lord
Halifax on Sunday, It is possible that you may feel
it desirable to have some steps taken in order to
deal with the reports which lir, Hoover is circulat-

ing.
Balieve me
Fgit lly yours,
o -
Enc,

Memo. of conversation
with Lord Halifax,
June 22, 1941,

The Fresident,
The White House.

; J'..I"‘-IIL‘ LL:r

#



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: June 22, 1941

SUBJECT: Statements of lMr. lerbert Hoover regarding alleged
German peace proposals

PARTICIPANTS: Brltlish Ambassador, Lord Halifax;
Under Secretary, Mr. Welles

COPIES TO:

T )

Lord Haelifax called to see me this morning at his
request,

The Ambassador brought up the sub ject of information
which had reached hlim to the effect that lir., Herbert Hoover
was buslly engaged 1n spreading the report in many circles
in the United States that Hess had brought to Great Britaln
specific and conecrete Cerman peace proposals, The reports
emanating from Mr. Hoover further allege that when the
leaders of the Conservative Party in England learned of
this fact, they called upon lir, Churdiill and demanded
that he give these proposals full consideration, with
the threat that, in as much as the Conservative Party
conatituted the chief support of lir. Churchill in the

House of Commons, such support would be wilthdrawn unless



.

Mr. Churchill agreed to discuss these peace proposals:
furthermore, that 1t was for this reason that Mr. Churchill
had wrged Ambassador Winant to return to Washington by
alr lmmediately in order to lay these facts before the
Presldent and obtain the President's acqulescence to
consideration by the British Goverrment of these peace
proposals. lir. Hoover further was claiming that Hess
was the seventh peace emissary sent to England since the
outbreak of the war and that the other emissaries had
been sent from Germany to Dublin in a German plane and
returned in a British plane. MNr., Hoover was maintain-
Ing that he was absolutely positive that these facts
were correct as he set them forth since he obtained his
information from Hugh Gibson who 1s now in London and
who got them from reliable inside sources.

Lord Halifax said he merely wished me to know of
the information he had cbtained in this regard in order
that the Administration might be able to deal with these
reports in any way 1t saw fit. He sald that it was un-
necessary for him to say that the reports were entirely
untrue and that, of course, this Goverrment was aware of
the general nature of the statements that Hess had made

upon his arrival in Scotland,

U:SW:Id



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS
July 2, 1941
Mr. Foster:

Mr. Welles has requested
that this copy of the letter
which hae received the
President's spprovel be
made aveileble to you thile
efternoon.

-

v S
E, G.CGplledo
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June 28, 1941

My desr Mr. President:

Reference 1s mede to & letter of April 22, 1941
sddressed to you by the Seeretaries of Htele, Ver
and the Nevy, preseating for your approvel s program
of Turnishing the other Americen republies with a
total of $400,000,000 of military end naval meteriel.
At thet time you indloated your approval of this generel
program.

The Department has now worked out in consultation
with the Divislon of Defense Ald Reports & dreft text
of Lasle agreesent whloh would be entered into by
this Covernment with esoh of the other Americsn republics.
The draft, wolob ls enclosed, ls worked out with
specisl refsrence to Brezil, snd 1t le suggested that
the only changes to be Llnoorporated 1n the drsafts
relating to the other Ameriosnn repultlies would Le 1m
respeet of the finenelsl detalls sppropriste Lo esch
gountry. There 1s sttached a table indlcsting the
totsl samounts of materiel which it le proposed to

transfer
The President,
The Wnite House.
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transfer to csch of the other Amerisan republies and the
total amounts to he pald into the United States Tressury
over & period of six years.

This progrem 1s based om deliveries of materiel
ever & perled of #t lesat three years snd paymenta by
the ether American republlies inte the Tressury over a
perliod of slx yesrs. In the svent that the emergeney
is teralaated before the explration of these perisds
of delivery or payment, it would probably be nesessary
and desirable to reconsider the progrenm and perhaps to
modify the basic agreements in acecordsnce with the new
oircunstances.

If you approve the draft basle sgreement and
suggeated schedule of psyments, the Depsrtment 1s prepared
to begln lamediste negotiastions with the repressntotives
of Brazll, Colowmbla end eventually sll of the American

republics.
Falthfully yours,
SUMNER WELLES
Enelosure!
o
attached table.

FAIEOCINIC 6-27-41



June 26, 1041

The President of the United States of Amerios hss
deterained, pursusnt to the Aot of the Congress of the
United States of Americs of March 11, 1041, that the defense
of each of the Ameriscan republics 1s vitael to the defense
of all, and for that reason the United States of America
proposss to previde certain defense artiocles and defense
inforsstion to the United States of Brasil.

The United States of Ameriea and the United States of
Bresil 4o here agree to the terws and eonditions on which
the obligetions of the United States of Brazll to the
United States of Ameriecs which thereby arise shall be dls-

sharged.
Artiole I

The United States of Americs end the United States of
Brazil deelere that in conformity with the primciples set
forth in the Deelarstion of Lima they, tegether with all
the other American republics, are united in the defense of
the Americss, determined to secure for themeelvas and for
each other the enjoyment of thelr own fortunes end their
own taleats. To that end the defense artloles hereunder
are to be delivered and in that csuse they shall be used.

With
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¥ith thet purpese in their minds the Umited States of
Ameries ond the United States of Brezil mske this agreement.

Artlele 11

Should eirecumstances arise in which the United States
of Americe in 1ts own defense or in the defense of the
Ameriens shell roquire defense articles or defense information
whieh the nited States of Bresil is in » position to supply,
the Unlted States of Brazll will make such dsfense artioles
snd defense informetion avsileble to the United States of
America on Serames similar to those expressed in this Egreement,

Artiele III

The United States of Aseries proposes to transfer to the
United States of Brazil under the terms of this Agreement
armaments and munitions of wer %0 & total value of about
#100,000,000. The United States of Ameries proposes to begin
deliveries Llumedistely snd to continue deliveries ss
expeditiously as preoticable during the coming twelve monthe
to an eppreximate total value of §18,000,000 for use by
the Brezilisn Army and an approximste total value of §1,000, 000
for use by the Brasilisa Navy,

The United States of America, however, reserves the
right at any time %o suspend, defer, or atep deliveries

whenever
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whenever in the opinien of the President of the United
States of Ameriess further deliveries are not oonslestent with
the needs of the national defense of %he United States

of America or the Westera Hemlaphere.

Artisle IV

Records shall be kept of all defense articles
trensferred under thls agreement, and not less then every
ninety deye schedules of sueh defense erticles shall be
exchanged snd reviewed.

Thersupon the United States of Brazil shell pay in
dollars into the Treasury of the United 9tates of Americe
the totsl cost to the United Btates of Aserice of the defense
srticles theretofore delivered less #ll peyments theretofore
mede up to s totel of §38,000,000, snd the United States
-rmnm-tnmummm-um
of §18,000,000 before July 1, 1942, more then a total
of §19,000,000 before July 1, 1943, more then & totel of
$23,000,000 before July 1, 1944, mere than & total of
$27,000,000 before July 1, 1948, or mere than & total of
$31,000,000 before July 1, 1948.

Artiels V

The United States of America and the United Etates of
Prasil, resognizing that the ssasures herein provided for
thelr
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thelr sosmon defense and united resistance %o egureesion

sre teken for the further purposs of laying the bases for a
Just and enduring pease, agree, sinoe such messures

ssnnot be effective or sush a peace flourish under the burden
of sn exoessive dsbt, that upen The payments above provided
s11 fisosl obligstions of the inited States of Bresil
hereunder shall be dissharged; snd for the same purpose

they further agree, in sonformity with the prineiples snd
mutmuh-uﬂmmummm
Finaneisl Cooperstion of the Second Meeting of the Minlsters
of Foreign Affeslire of the Ameriesn Republics at Habans,

July, 1940, te cooperate with eash other and with ofther
nations to negotiste falr and equiteble eommodity sgreemente
with respeet to the predusts of either of them and of other
astions in which merketing problesms exist, snd to gooperste
with ssoh other and with other natlons %o relieve the
distress snd want caused by the war wherever, and aa soon &S,
uﬂﬂlm-ulumh‘limuuul-t-u

to the aggressor.

Artisle VI

The United States of Brasil uadertakes that 1t will
net, without the somsent of the President of the United
States of Americs, transfer title to or possession of eny
defense srticle or defense inforsation transferred under

this
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this sgreement, or permit ite use by anyone net an offloer,
employee, or agent of the United States of Bresil.

Artiele VI1I

If, a8 & result of the Srensfer to the United Jtates
of Brezil of any defense article or defense information,
it i necessery for the United States of Hrezll % teke any
setlon or meke sny paymsat ia order fully to protect, pur-
eaant to the Act, say of the rights of any citizen of the
United Stetes of Ameriea whe has patent rights in and to any
such defense artiele or informstion, the United States of
Brazil will 4o so, when #0 requested by the President of
the United States of Americs.

Article VIII

The parties to this Agreement, and the officials
slgning this Agreement on their behalf, ssch for iteelr,
himself, or themselves, represent and agree tist the exesution
and delivery of this Agreesent have in all respects been
Quly suthorized, and that sll aets, eonditions, and legal
formalities which should have been performed snd completed
prior to the meking of this Agresment have been performed and
sompleted se required by, end in conformity with, respectively,
the lawe of the United States of America snd the United

Staten
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States of Eresil.
Signsd in ¥ashington in duplisate this

day of s 14l.

OM BENALF OF THE UNITID STATES OF AMEAICA

TFisie)

ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL

$5 057 I
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(k1lli0ne of Dollars)

Country Tetal Material Total Amcunts to be Paild
to be Trensferred to the United States
ntina 21 30
Bolivie ) 1.8
Prezil 100 hY.J
Calle B0 18
Colombla 16.¢2 7.8
Costa Hipwn N -8
Cube 3.7 E.4
Deminican Fepublie 1.6 .9
Keuesdor 17 .8
El Z¢lvedor 1.88 .9
OGuatemals 3 1.8
Haltl 1.1 .08
!'ICIHI 1.3 «1E
Hexico e 18
Ylesrmsus 1.3 «9
Penamgp - e 1.;
Paragusy .
hu“ 29 12
y 17 8
Veaneruele = . . -
Totale 303.3 142.48
Held out to meet re-
quirements of
tine, Mexico, Panama,
end o8 & genarpl
~Ltserve 20,7
CRAND TOTALS 400 147.48

* MNevy only; Army nat yet deteruined.

"®Amounts not yet deteralaed.
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WM THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

July 3, 1941

My dear Mr, President:
I am serding you herewlth a copy of a letter
I have received today from Monsignor Ready, Genersdl
Secretary of the National Catholic Welfare Conference.
I bellieve you will find it of mrticular interest,
Belleve me
Feithifully yours

A

Enc.,

The President,
The White House,




NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE
1712 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, D. C,

2 July, 1941

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I beg to submit for your information and considera-
tion the following observations resulting from my stay
in 3t. Faul, Minnesota, last week, The occasion, you
will recall, was the National Eucharistic Congress,
Practlically the whole hierarchy of our country attended.
Besldes, there were sixteen Blshops fram Canada and five
from Mexieco, There was no general meeting or conference
of the EBlshops, They gathered jointly only at ecclesi-
astical functions,.

Tuesday, June 24, I was asked to attend a asmall
conference of the Archbishops and Bishops, called to
discuss the advlisabllity of arranglng for a general
me eting of the Bishops in 3t, Faul for the purpose of
issuing a statement referring to the United States!
rresent attitude to Russla,

It seemad certain at firast that those sponsoring a
general meeting would prevall, It seemed equally cer-
tain that the statement issulng from such meeting would
oppose our Govern ment's giving aid, in my farm, to the
Soviet Union, After a long discussion, it was decided
to defer the meeting and to leave the question of a state-
ment of attitude to the Administrative Board of Blshops,
N.C.W.C,

Particularly from this meeting, but likewlae from
conversations with other leaders during the week, I was
impressed by the wvlgorous opposlition to any form of co-
operation or colleberation on the part of ocw Government
and the Soviet ragime. Pressing the unchanged motivation
of our Goverrment's policy for national defense 1s not
easy agalnst what Russia stands for 1n the minds of our
people., The idealism of saving the demceratic and
Christian manner of life suffers disastrously if Russia
must be considered an obJect of our national ald,

I am pleased to say that good use was made of the
statement you issued on the question (June 22), The
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definition of our Government's positl on, which you so
well expressed, had much to do in the pos tponement of
the meeting I spoke of above.

But before the confusion becomes more exaggerated
and before the most vocal of owr orators do thelr work,
1t would be most effective 1f the President soon could
find an occasion to demand of Russia, as a condition for
United States aid, a declaration of adherence to the
four freedoms, A repetition of the principles of our
present national poliecy, as expressed in your recent
statement, would have a compelling effect if spoken by
the Fresident,

T fear the confusion that will result scon 1f the
President does not speak out on the question, Dr,. Rufus
Weaver, the representative of the Baptlsts, has already
ealled me to subscribe to a joint statement of religious
leaders condemning ald to the Soviet Union., Dr. Morrison
of the "Christian Century" is reported as directing the
opposition of the Protestant groups.

You will forgilve the length of this letter, I thought
the importance of the St. Paul events deserved your imme-
& ate sonsideration, There are numerous other sidelights
on the same sib ject, but those can walt until another ccca-
sion,

Assuring you of my great respect, I remain
Very simcerely yours,
MICHAEL J. READY

General Secretary

The Honorable Sumner Welles
The Under Secretary of State
Department of State
Washington, D. C.



—

Note: Letter of May 8 addressed to
Asst. Secy. Long by Ambassador
Steinhardt, returned to State Dept.
a8 per thelr request.

djb



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE G}‘iﬁ
WASHINGTON '

July &, 1941.

My dear Mr, President:

In response to the 1lnguiry conta ined in your
memorandum of June 27, I am transmitting herewith a
memorandum covering the information which the Depart-
ment has with regard to thils gituation and I am like-
wise enclosing for jyour information & letter dated
May 8 eddressed %o Agsistant Secretary Long by
Apbagsador Steinhardt which deals with thie problem,

Believe me

althfully yourg,

Encs.

The President,
The White House.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

July 1, 1941.

The Agudas Chasidel Chabad is one of several
organizations of orthodox Jews in the United States.
Each of the agudas has approached the Department through
its rabbis to secure special treatment for itg fellow
religioniets as prospective immigrants. Rabbi Schneersohn,
Rabbi 8ilver, Rabbi Teitelbaum - each representing 4if-
ferent agudas - and various other rabbis assoeiated
with them or acting independently have been to the
Deput:.ent time and again during the last twelve montha.
In all, they have submitted to the Department in the
nelghborhood of 10,000 names. In many instances, the
name of the individual does not include the persons of
his hougehold who desire to acocompany him and for whom
applioation 1s automatically made. Relatives include
wife, children, children-in-law, brothers and sisters-
in-law and persons of varying other degrees of con-
sanguinity or relationship by marriage. A great many

of
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of them are stated to be rabbis and a large number
are alleged to be rabbinical students. They mostly
found themselves in Poland, Lithuania, Eastern Germany,
Latvia and Southwestern Russia before either the
Ruselan or the German armies moved into Lithuasnia and
back into Russia when they were clnnedfgg the Russlan
abgorption of the Baltlic states. At that time com-
munication became very difficult, even practically
impossible, because of restrictions imposed by the
Russian Government and by the action of that Govern-
ment in closing our Consulates.

Notwithetanding the restrictione and the impedi-
ments, the Department showed every inclination to
be of assistance to them as far as the law and a
regard for other gsects would permit. One liet that
wae submitted contained 3,800 names but the rabbie
were asked to restriet it further and to cull from
it names, and they returned a list of approximately
980 culled out of the larger list.

A great many of these persons to whom vigas
were lesued have arrived in the United States. A
large number of rabbls have arrived and large groups
of rabbinlcal students came to the United States
not necessarily as groups but were entitled to entry
into the Unlited States because ae individuale they

beleonged
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belonged to one of thege groups which were endorsed
by rabbie resident in the United States.

Many of the persons who left Rugela left pre-
maturely and not only without American visas, but
without any provigion whatscever for American vigas,
stating, however, that they were coming to the United
States and on the baaig of that statement received
exit permits from the Russian Government. A number
of these people got as far as Manchuria and Japan
and there are a thousand or 1,500 of them still in
Japan, others having left there and proceeding to
Shanghai, where they pregently reside. While the
Japanese Government has not been hospitably inalinad
to refugees, they have permitted them tranglt permite
and have extended their gtays from time to time,
and apparently would always afford them an opportunity
to proceed from Japan to Shanghal. The Japanese
Government has not indlicated its intention to send
them back into Russlia. Consequently, because of
the Government of the United Btates, they have been
able to escape from the localities where they were
in danger and now find themselves in a place where
they are not to be persecuted and where their livesn
are not in danger,

Unfortunately,
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Unfortunately, in & comparatively few cases persons
who held visas to the United States were caught by the
Department's general orders. These orders were lssued
after careful consideration of all the facts concerned
and envisaged the danger to the safety of the United
States because of the practices of the German and Russlan
Governments in connection with persons emigrating from
territories under their jurlsdiction to the United States.
These persons have been told that when they assemble
their families and can come to the United States with
thelr families and when the immigration quotas permit
visas to be issued to them, there will be no reason why
they might not be favorably considered for immigrant
vigas - of course with the precautionary proviso that

esch cage will be examined on its own merltes.

Bee letter attached.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

July 7, 1941

—CONSINETL AL~

My dear Mr. FPresident:

I have been handed today by Mr. Heath, until re-
cently ocur First Secretary of Embassy at Berlin, a
confidentl al memorandum reporting a conversation had
in Berlin on June 6 with Dr. Schacht, I am enclosing
herewith a copy of this memorandum for Four Informa-
tion. I believe you will find it rarticularly inter=-
eating,

Belleve me

Fal ly yours

Enc .,

The FPresident,
The White House.



July 7, 1941

¥Mr., Welles
Conversation with Dr. Schacht

I saw Dr. Schacht by confidentlal appointment on
June 6, He cpened the conversation with two positive
predictions:

(1) That Germany would invade Russia within 14
days. (NOTE: Actually it occurred within 16 days.)
Nothing could prevent this., For his own sake, Stalin
"should not and, in fact, could not make concesslons
sufficient to avert the inwvasion."

(2) That in a relatively short time German-American
diplomatic relations would be broken off. He was un-
certain which side would initlate the rupture.

Churchill, he said, would undoubtedly "celebrate
Germany's invasion of Russia by drinking the best bottle
of whiskey in his cellar"., The German high command did
not anticipate that the invasion of Russia would be as
brief as other campaigns, although 1t was certaln of suc-
cess, It would probably take three or four months to
destroy the Russian armles,

He asked that no memorandum of the conversation be

written in the Embasay but that this information and his
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views be orally communicated to Mr, Welles, To my remark
that 1t would be a month before I would be in Washington,
he replied that that would be time enough; that it would
be three months before opposition teo the present course
would develop in Germany. :

Every responsible man in Germany, he asserted, and
many party leaders were agalnst the course of German
policy. I said that I assumed that he meant the opposi-
tion was to the régime and he assented with a nod, I
asked what he thought would be the form of Germany's
future govermment, He replled that the army would have
to maintain order at first but he could not prediet what
would be the nature of the eventual civil régime. Knowing
his leanings, I inguired whether he thought the monarchy
would be reestablished, to which he replled that he per-
sonally consldered a constitutional monarchy to be the
only practicable government for Germany,

He complained that England and the United States had
never lent assistance to those elements in Germany which
were opposed to the National Scclalist régime and went on
to say that he had always consldered Eden a fool and he
felt convinced of 1t when the latter in a recent speech
spoke of the destruction of Germany. Such remarks, he
asserted, played into Hitler's hands,
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In conclusion he sald that he regretted losing con-
tact with me and inquired whether I would be likely to be
in Switzerland in the future, He said that if 1t were
later desired to commnicate with him this could be dons
through the Chinese Ambassador in BDerlin, who was reliable
and discrest,

D, R'i Heath



Dear Bumnert

One of the quickest ways to help the eritish
with respect to their very eritical situation in
regard to oll would be to find & way to adjust the
load line treaty on oil tankers.

I imagine it is one of those close gquestions of
international law about which lawyers love to write
long dissertations. Perhaps you could see Francis
Biddle and get him to write & good one for you.

Yery sincerely yours,

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under b-cr-targ of State,
Lepartment of State,

Wushington, . C,

HLH/lmb
7/11/41



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

July 16. 1941

My dear Mr, President:

The matter of the load lines on tankers and other
vessels, referred to in your letter of July 13, was
taken up by me in a cable instruction to our Embassy
in London on July 10 in which was set forth the text
of a note to be delivered to the British Government,
the depositary of the Convention, requesting that the
Convention, so far as it restricts the rights of the
contracting parties to regulate load lines, be regarded
as suspended for the duration of the emergency.

Before sending the telegram we had conferred
with officials of the British Embassy, who felt that
a prompt and fawvorable response would be forthooming
from the British and allied Governments and the Brit-
igh Dominions.

I at the same time sent instructions to our
Embassies in those of the Latin American countries

that

The President,

The White House.
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that are parties to the Convention asking them to
impress upon the respective foreign offices the impor-
tance of prompt and favorable action. TWe featured the
urgency of the matter.

We have a telegram from Ambassador Winant dated
July 11 stating that our note had been delivered, also
one of the same date from Ambassador Bowers stating
that the Ohilean Government has promised to act apeedily.
I should be able to give you something more definite
within the next few days.

Fait 1y\yourse,

cretary



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 16, 1941
MEMORALUUL. FOR
AGIRAL LalD?
For your infomation.

Falsla
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 11, 1941
ERIVATE AND-CONFEDENIEM—

MEMORANDUM FOR
SUMNER WELLES:

In view of the suggestion in today's
dispatches that Darlan is again dlscussing
with the Germans the use of Casa Blanca and
Dakar, what would you think of having Leahy
tell Petain eand having Murphy simultanecusly
tell Weygand that i1f any further German
oocupation ogcure in Morocoo or Dakar, the
United States would, as a matter of course,
be compelled to stop all conversations
relating to supplies to French Afrioca.

We would have to do the same in regard
to any further American food for unoccupiled
France. All this could be couched im polite
but declsive terms.

F.D.Re.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 11, 1941

ERIVATE AND-COLRISRTAL -
MEMORANDUK FOR
SUANER WELLES:

In view of the suggesticz in today'sa
dispatches that Darlau is agein disoussing
with the Cearmanc the use of Casa Slanoa snd
Dakar, what would you think of having Leahy
tell Petain end haviag Yurphy siculbanecuniy
tell Weygand that if many further Germen
ocoupation occurs in Moroceo or Dakar, the
United States would, &s a matuer of eourse,
be compelled to ato; all couversations
relating to supplies to Fronch Africe.

hmum“tnlnthum-inrmm
to any further Amerlecan food for unoccupied
« All this could be couched in polite

but deoisive terus. .

ToLuRe



July 11, 1941

My dear Mr, Fresident:
In sccordance with our conversatlion of yesterday,

I have redrafted the suggested letter to Dr, Salazar
and T sm enclosing the new copy herewlth.
Belisve ma
Falthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

End,s
Draft letter to
Dr, Salazar

The President,
The Waite House,
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My dear Dr. Salazar:

I am writing this entirely personal and informal
letter to you in the bellef timt it may be easier for
me, in this mamer, to put an end effectively to cer-
taln misunderstandfngs which have regrettably arisen
dwring recent weeks between owr two Governmentas.

May I say first of all that, in the opinien of the
Government of the Unlted States, the continued exerciase
of unimpaired and sovereign jurisdlction by the Govern-
ment of Portugal over the territory of Portugal itself,
over the Aszores and over all Port se colonles offers
complete assurance of security to Western Hemisphere
insofar as the regions mentioned are concerned, It la,
lmmmtlgz the consistent desire of the United 3tatea
that there no !‘.n{:-::-nt of Portuguese soversizn
control over those tories,

This poliey of the United States I made emphati-
ca ¢lsar in the message which I addressed yeaterday
to Congress of the United States concerning the
stepes which had been taken to asslst the peocple of Ice-
land in the defense of the integrity and Independernce
of thelr country,

I feel sure that there has never been any doubt in
your own mind with re to this gquestion and that the
questions which have raised with regard thereto in
the press have had their origin in false reparts delib-
erately oirculated m enanating govern-
ments which have des o impalr the traditional rela-
tions between our two countrles,

For all of the reasons I have mentioned above, this
Government views with the greatest tification the ste
which already have been taken and ars being taleen
your Government to strengthen the defense of the Azores
and other outlying portions of the colonlal possessions
of Portugal so as to render any surprise attack upon them
Germany, or by powers cooperating with Cermany, less
1 y of success.
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I need merely add that in view of the vital impor-
tance to the United States that FPortuguese soverelpgnty
over the Azores and certaln other outlying Fortuguese
possessions remain intact, this Governmont will stand
prepared to sssist the authorlties of Portugal in the
defense of those possessions egalmst any threat of ag-
greassion on the part of Germany, or of the powers regpon-
sive to Germany, & hould yowr Government express to me its
belief that m{l ession is imminent or 1ts desire
that such steps be n. Any such measures would, of
course, be taken in Mull recognition of the :orwnim
rights of Portugal and with categorical assurances that
any American forces sent to Portuguese possessions would
be wlithdrawn lmmediately upon the termination of the
present war.

In the event that this contingency were to arise
and the Government of Portugal considered it desirable,
because of the close relations which happily exist be-
tween Portugal and Brazil, to ask that the Drazilian
Goverrment participate in these messures of defense,
such a .tep would be most satisfactory to the Govern-
ment of the United States, I feel certain that Brazil
and the United States would cooperate effectively and
whole-hearte in assisting the Portuguess Government
snd people in the defemse of the Azores.

I have felt it desirable to clarify the situation
completely in order to have the assurance that there may
not be the slightest misunderstanding of these facts be-
tween you and myself.

Frankly, I have felt psrticularly chagrined that
m{ question should have arisen concerning own at-
titule with regard to complete respect for the sover-
eignty of Fortugal. I say that because, as you will
,..1..-, during the World War of 1914-1918, the Gov-
ernment of Por made svailable to its allies and
subsequently to United States the port of Horta as
If‘llllllfbuiinl the port of Punta Delgada as a naval
base., At that time, as Asalstant Secretary of the lavy,
1 had the privilege of visiting those ports in the !n-
terest of the United States Navy and I was thus afforded
opﬁtm.lty of seeing for myself how particularly
] friendly the relations between the Por ese
le mud the members of the naval forces of the ted
Sta had become. There exlsted a complete spirit of
cooperation between them and of course as soon as the

the
cloas
peo
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international emergency had passed, all of the forces
of the allied and assoclated powers were immedlately
withdrawn without the slightest detriment to the sov-
erelgn jurlsdiction of the Portuguese Government. DBe-
cause this experience which I had, I should have

a personal interest in seeing to it that the relations
between our two Coverrments and between the peoples
of our two countries were always conducted with a
full reciprocal respect for the soverelgn rights of
each and that in any form of cooperatli on which might
be undertaken between Portugal and the United States
the best interests of the Portuguese people were com=-
pletely safeguarded.

With the sssurances of my highest conslderation
and of my personal regard, belleve me

Yours wvery slncerely,

His Excellency
Dr. Antonilo de Oliveira 3alazar,
Prime Minister,
Lisbon,

" .r'_.ll_'a__.{_-{.;'."x'



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 11, 1941

PRIVATE & CONPIDENTIML —
HEMORANDUM FOR
BENATCR GEROGE
BENATOR CONNALLY
I am snolosing a memorandum
from the A oting Beoretary of
State. I wish you would give me
& 1little unoffioial and private
opinion as %o what you think
would be the best poliey at the
present time -- try to put over

now or hold over.
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Thll SORETAR Y OF FTATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

July 9, 1841

My dear Mr, President;

Bome days ago I disoussed with you the possi-
bility of repealing or smending the Neutrality Aot
in order to remove certain restriotions which
interfere with the giving of full effect to our
policy of asesistance to Great Eritain and other
countriss whose defenss is deemsd to be vital to
our own defense.

I enclose & memorandum suggesting changes
whioch it would seem desirable to make by way of
amendments to the Neutrality Aot. Both the
Becretary and I approve the proposed changes.

Benator George and Senator Jonnally have
informed me that, while in their judgment there
would be an undoubied majority in both Houses in
favor of a revision of the moct, they feel that the
debate would be prolonged and that the isolationist

gToup
The President,
The White House.
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group would filibuaster on the lssus.
You will know whether, in the ociroumetances,
it is desirable to teke an tion at this time.
Faithfully [youarw,

agrat

Enclosure:

Uemorandum of
June 28, 1841.



o The President,
The White House.




June 28, 18941,

FROPOSED AMENDMENT OF THE NEUTRALITY AOT AFFROVED
November 4, 1939

Mr. Wellea:

With respect to amendments of the Neutrality Aoct, I
submit the following comments;:
Bection 1:

This section, giving the President authority to
bring into operation provisions of the aot by procleme-
tion, requires no change.

S8ection 2:

Paragraph (a) of this section prohibits, following
the President's proclasmation, Averican vessels from
carrying passengers or cargoes to states named in the
proclamation. Paragraph (c) requires the transfer of
title to merchandise going to belligerent countries.
Bubsequent paragraphs of the section make exceptions with
respect to traneportation in certain areas. They also
make exceptions with respect to the transfer of title to
goods with specified designations. These exceptions do
not cover arms, ammunition, and implements of war.

The same sectlon provides that losses incurred in
connection with any transportation prohibited by the
sectlon or incurred in connection with any transportation
excepted under the section, other than that relating to
lakes, rivers, and inland waters bordering on the United
States, shall not be made the basis of any claim by the
Government of the United States.

These
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These provisions were designed to prevent contro-
versies between the United States and belligerent EOvern-
ments, such as those which arose during the World War,
1914-1918, with respect to the seizure or destruction of
cargoes and vessels. There was a vast accumulation of
claims against belligerent governments during the World
War, some of which have not yet been settled.

There would seem to be little cbjection to the pro-
visions soc far as they relate to gocds going to bellig-
erent countries, since the shipper in many cases will
have been paid for his goods, but the inadvisability of
Tetalning the restrictions on vessels is amply demon-
strated by the RHobin Moor incident., It virtually invites
the commission of lawless acts by belligerents.

The section, at least as regards ships, is out of
etep with our previous pronouncement regarding freedom
of the seas and with the effectuation of our present
Poliey under the Lend-Lease Act.

Bection 3:

This sectlion relates to combat areas to be prescribed
by the President. There would seem to be no reason for
changing it.

Bection 4:

This section, ms amended June 26, 1940 (Pub.Res.No. 87,
7&th Oong., 3d sess.), makes provision for authorizing
American Red Oross vessels to go to belligerent countries.
If the provieion in section 2 with respect to vessels ias
repealed, there would seem to be no purpose in retaining
section 4, as amended.

Seotion 5

This section relates to travel by American cltizenas

on belligerent vessels. It should be retained.

Section §;
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S8eoction 8:

Thie section prohibite the arming of American
merchant veasels. The argument in support of the section
at the time it was before the Oongress was that if such
vessela were unarmed there would be no excuse for sinking
them without warning. It is diffioult to estimate the
value of the provision during the present war in view
of the faoct that, for the most part, American vessels
have been prevented from entering active combat areas.

If the section were repealed and authority lodged in the
Fresident to arm, or permit to be armed, such vessels or
not as he might deem proper, the question of arming could
be left to later developments in the submarine and asrial
warfare.

'Bmtinn T4

The section prohibite loans and ocredits %o bellig-
erent governments. Its repeal would greatly facilitate
our aid to some of the present belligerents as, for
example, the British Dominions, but loans to others would
be prohibited by the Johnson Act. That mot makes illegal
the purchase or sale by any person within the United
Btates, or any place subject to its Juriediction, of
bonds, securities or other obligations of a foreign
government in default on ite obligations to the United
8tates. It also prohibite the making of loans to any
such government. These inhibitions apply, for example,
to Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, and Boviet
Russia. The Johnson Act, however, has been held by the
Attorney CGeneral not to interfere with ordirary banking
and commercial transactions. There would seem, neverthe-
less, to be sufficient justification for repeal of
section 7.

Section B:
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Bection B;

This section prohibits persons within the United
8tates from soliciting or receiving contributions on
behalf of countries declared by the President to be
belligerents. It does not apply to the solicitation
or collection of funds to be used for medical aid and
agsletance, food and clothing to relieve human suffering,
provided the funds are not for a person or organization
acting for a belligerent government, It requires that
all such solicitations and collections shall be in
accordance with "such rules and regulations as may be
prescribed”,

It would be well to retain this section since it
gives the Government control over such matters and
enables it to prevent unauthorized people from engaging
in questionable activities ostensibly for relief pur-
poses but actually for other purposes.

Bection 8;

The pection excepte from the operation of the aot,
other than section 12 relating to the National Munitions
Oontrol Board, American republics engeged in war against
8 non-American state, No reascn is seen for disturbing
it.

Gection 10;

This section, which was drafted to implement the
provielons of our basic neutrality laws, authorizes the
Fresident to require bonds from persons in command of
vessels whem there is cause to believe that they expect
to deliver supplies to belligerent war vessels, or pro-
hibit the departure of a vessel which has previously so
supplied belligerent war vessels, etc. Inasmuch as the
President is given discretion in these mattera, there is

no
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no reason for disturbing it.

Beotion 11;
Thie section authorizes the President to prohibit

armed merchant vessels or submarines from entering our
porte. The invoking of the seotion is left to the dis-
oretion of the President. It might well be retained,
Bection 13;

This section relates to the National Munitions
Oontrol Board. It provides for the llcensing of the impor-
tation end exportation of arme, eto. It has served a
ugeful purpose and should be retmined.

tio :

This section has to do with the promulgation of
rules and regulations tc carry ocut the provisions of
the sot and should be retained.

Bection 14:

This pection relates to the improper use of the
American flag by foreign vessels and prohibits those
which have improperly used the flag from entering our
ports or territorial waters for & period of three montha.
thereafter. It should be retained.

Sections 15, 16, 17, 18 and 18;

Bection 16 provides for penalties. Sertion 18 con-
taine definitions. Section 17 has to do with the con-
stitutionality of provisions of the mot. Section 18
authorizes appropriations, and Section 19 repeals
certaln prior resolutione. I see no reason for dis-

turbing any of these seoctions.

To summarigs, it would seem that Sections 4 and
7 should be repealed., Seotions 2 and 6 should be amended
a8 indicated above, or repealed.
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