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July 18, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ACHESON

In regard to the enclosed, I think that the aide memoire
"A" is all right but that "B" is not satisfactory -- principally
for T?«o reason that it is so wegue that I do not understand it
mysall,

In regard to "B-I", I would lesve out "the gommon purpoas™
beocause 1t could be put six different ways and no two people would
agree. In regard to (2) under "B-I", why 1s it necessary to single
out for mention "the signal advantage secured by the United States"?
There are certain advantages seoured by Britain, In regard to "B-I"
(3), neither Britain nor the United Stetes ought to eliminate the
possibility of a cash account later because such a cash ecoount
might be highly advisable, for example, in setting up some form
of :urld gurrenoy standard or in putting to use American-owned
gold,

On the whole it seems to me that "B* could be limited to
two or three paragraphs somewhat as followsl

1. The British Government sgrees to return, at the
end of the war, all goods received under the Lease-
Lend Aot which have not beem destroyed or gonsumed --
Sush goods shall be returned if the President shall
determine that they are useful for the defense of
the United States or the Western Hemisphere, or can
be otherwise of use to the United Statea,

2, Due oconsideration will be gziven by the United
States to the capacity of the British Commonwenlth
to purochase Ameriean goods and services and to
restore normal eoo ¢ relations not only between
the two mations but in conjumotion with the batter-
ing of world-wide sconomio relations,

3+ In comsideration for sush goods rnn'r:d by
Britein under the Lesse-Lend Aot which have been
destro or consumed, the United States will give
due welght to the value of war informetion, in-
ventions, and other knowledge recelved from the
British Government, and will slso glve dues weight
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to the value of munitions end similar production
oreated in the United States through Lend-Leass
Act operations,

4+ The Britlsh Govermment sgrees to continue
disoussions with the United States Government in
regard to further detalls covering axisting
transfers and ocovering further measures of aid
and of cooperation over a wider sphere.

F. D. R,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

SUBJECT: Lease Lend Agreement with the British

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Maynard Keynes, Mr. Acheson

COPIES TO: U - Mr. Welles
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Mr. Maynard Keynes called upon me today at his request.
He told me that he had received cable instructions from the
Prime Minister and the Chancellor. He stated that they were
very pleased with his and the Ambassador's report of their
conversation with the President.

He then handed me two papers which I attach, marked mAn
and "B". Paper "B" was the cable outline of what the Prime
Miinister and the Chancellor believed should be in the prelimi-
nary Lease-Lend Agreement. Paper "A" is Mr. Keyne's suggestion
of the opening part of an aide mémoire which should be the
vehicle for the agreement.

After reading the papers, I told Mr. Keynes that I had
very considerable doubts whether this paper "B" would be in
accord with the President's views, but that I would repcrt our
conversation to you and you would undoubtedly discuss the
matter with the President. I pointed out that the agreement
as suggested, while negativing the creation of a money debt,
did not provide for any obligation on the part of the British,
except to return "so far as practicable" goods which might be

in
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in existence at the end of the emergency. I said that it
would seem to me very difficult for the President to leave
the matter in so vague and unsatisfactory a situation.

Mr. Keynes then informed me that he had been instructed
not to put forth proposals except as authorized by cable
and that probably the best procedure would be, after we re-
celved instructions from the President, to propose a draft
to him. He sald that he wished to return by Clipper to
England if possible on July 23 and that it would helpful
if he could take back a draft with him so that he might dis-
cuss 1t personally with the Prime Minister and the Chancellor
in London. I told him that I would report to you and that
I would get in touch with him within the next day or two.

Dean Acheson

A=A:DA:BE
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flde-demolire

As reported by the Presldent to Yongress on June 10,1941,
discussions were entered upon between the Government of the United
States and the British Government early in June with & view to an
sgresment to fix the terms and conditlons under Sectlon 3(b) of the
Lease-Lend Act, upon which the foreign governments recelve the
ald authorised by the Act.

After en interchange of vlews between the President and the
british Prime Kinister through the intermediery of the British
Ambassador in Washington, 1t was agreed between them that it would
be premature at the present time to give final definition to the
terms gnﬂ cenditions which the President would deem satisfactory under
Section 3(b) of the sbove Aet, and that the President should reserve
his position until in due Eaurse?tﬁg progress of events it was clearer
to him what proposals it would be in the mutusl interest of the two
countries and of the world for him to moke; but thst it would be
right and proper to declare and agree forthwith certaln main purposes
and intentlons of the finsl agreement to be reached at & later date.

Assistant Socretary
of State |

JUL 151941 |

MR, ACHESON
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Asaistant Secretary
ol Stats
I. JUL 15 1941
{1) 4 declaration of common purpose. L

f{2) A declarztion by the PFresident that the earrying out of this
common purpose is the mein abject of the ald accorded under
the Lease-Lend Act and that the benefits thereby obtained are,
in his judgment, the signel adventage gecured by the United
States under Section 3(b) of the Act.

(3) 1In respect of the balance of aid accorded under the Lease-Lend
Act not thus compensated no cash account shall be set up and
no delivery of goods or assets shall be asked which would
interfere with the normal econcmic relations betwsen the
United States of America and the Eritish Commormerlth alfter
the war or with the capacity of the Britilsh Commornmealth to

purchase American goods and services.
II.

The Eritish Government agres to return at the end of the
wer so far es practicable all goods received under the
fesse-Lend Act which have not been destroyed or consumed in
any case in which the President calls for their return.

III.

The British Government auax::ﬁ; to discuss with the
United States Government in due coursgffurther measures ?."ﬂ(“-l

of cooperation over & wider sphere.
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July 19, 1941.

My dear Mr. President:

I am enclesing for your reference a telegranm
dated July 7 recsived from Ambassador ¥inant which
transmits the text of a letter he had received under
date of July 4 from Mr. Eden.

I am also transmitting a copy of the telegram I
propose to send in reply. In view of the importance
of thisg subject, I wish to be sure that the suggested
reply meets with your approval.

Believe me

Faithfully yours,

| |2

Enclosures:
Telegram from Ambas-
sador Winant;

"Kabassador ¥inant.

The Presidens,
The White House.



July 15, 1941.

AMEVBASSY,
LONDON.

Yowr 2867, July 7.

Careful thought has been givenm to (a) the letter from
Mr. Eden; (b) the proposed draft note to the "allied" Jovern-
menta; and (o) the draft resolution.

The question of dealing with the problem of commodity
surpluses, aotual and potential, has been a subject of dis-
cuseion in letters exchanged between Leith-Ross and officlals
of the Department and more reeently of some discussion with
Keynes. As stated in this correspondence, this Government
ghares the view that the subject distinotly merites attention
as one of great interest to the economies of all ecountries.
In conformity with this belief, it has been maintalning
initiative in regard to sald prospective surplus problems
as 1llustrated by the discussions on wheat now in progrees in
Washington.

This question ie, of course, very broad in oharacter and
steps taken to deal with 1t, as the effort is carried along,
sust inevitably involve consideration of produetion, of export
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oontrols, tariff and trade policies of different countries
as well as financlal policies. All steps taken in this field
are, therefore, of interest and significance to the United
States.

It 1s recognized that the matter of provisioning the
oocupled countries, when asd as they may be free of ooccupation,
and ultimately all eountries of Europe with foodstuffs and
ravw materials does to a certain extent, in the immediate present
and future, connect with the surplus situation, while by no
means being identical withiit. Various commodities, for one
thing, 1likely %o be desired then are now in short supply rather
than the econtrary. Any plans worked out and any agreements
reached may be of importance to us for any or all of the
following reasonst (a) steps taken towards the acoumulation
of supplies mow or in the immediate future may affect the
availability of supplies in the American and British defense
effort; (b) sccording to their form or character, they may
potentially affeet future commercial relations; (e) again,
sccording to their form and character, they might even affeot
plans for post-war settlements; (d) both ourrently and in the
future, the shipping arrangements may likewise affeot all of



the foregoing mattere.

These are the guiding thoughts and considerations in
mind in connection with the fellowing reply whiech 1%t 1s
suggested the American Embassy make %o Mr. Eden.

QUOTE., I immediately transmitted to Washington your
letter of July 4 in regard to the proposed inter-allied meeting
to disouss the supply of food and raw materiale to European
countries when they are free from German occupation. My
Govermment Joine in the view that this undertaking is of
great prospective usefulness. It understands that the
discussions at this stage will be of an exploratory nature
and stands ready at the appropriate time to gonsider in what
respects 1t can cooperate 1in accomplishing the aims in view.

It has asked me to point out that while this matter lse,
in some of its aspects, oconnected with that of present and
prospeotive commodity surpluses, 1%, of course, has many
differentiating elements, among which attention may be called
particularly to the fellowing: first, that any steps taken
to acquire supplies in the immediate future might affect both
the American and British defense effort and should, therefore,
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be scordinated with them; second, that the form of arrangement
which may be executed may affeot both commereclal policies and
relationships; third, 1t is even possible that the measures
which might be undertaken, and the form and manner in whieh
they are undertaken, would affeot both the economic and political
arrangements of the post-war period. It is quite possible, for
inetance, that at some stage of the deliberations the question
will present itself as to whether the plans worked out should
be restricted to the supplying of the needs of the seven
countries, or whether there should also be some plan for the
provisioning of the whole of Europe. For all these reasons,
my Government requests that 1t be fully and ourrently advised,
elther through this Embassy In London or through the British
Exbassy in Washington, as to (1) the course of discussions at
this meeting, t2) of the work of the Bureau whioh the United
Kingdom oontempla les establishing, and that 1t be oonsulted
regarding any plans that emerge from these exploratory dilscussions
pbefors they are deoided upon.

in the opinion of this Government the declaration in
paragraph S ‘of the draft resolution is Soo categorical. The
reprovisioning of Europe will require the most efficlent employment
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of the shipping resources controlled by each government and
of allied rescurces gor-arwhile and it is desirsble that plans
to this end be worked out. But such plans would ebviously
bave %o be ocoordinated with other demands upon shipping at
the time which carnet now be foreseen nor the degree of their

urgency sppralesed.

In regard to your inquiry as to whether the United
S9tates Uovermnment would be prepared to allow anything to be
sald on thelr behalf at the meeting, my Covernment suggests
that the British representative might make the following brief
statement if it is agreeable to the British Government:

INNER QUOTE. The Covernment of the United States has
been advised of the purpose of this meeting and acqualnted with
the terms of the draft note whieh has been dlstributed and of
the draft resolution which Ls to be presented for consideration,
It has requested my Government to state to this meeting its
opinion that the undertaking is of great prospective usefulness.
It understands that the present discussions will be of an
exploratory nature and states that 1% stands ready at the
appropriate time to oconsider in what respects it can occoperate

in accomplishing the aims in view.
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It has pointed out that any plans that may be worked out
are of great potential intersst to the United Stntes for
varlous ressons. They might affeect the current American
defense effort. According to their substance, form and method
they might also afiect commerolal policles and relatlornehipe
and even broader post-war arrangements. For these reasons 1t
makes the request that it be kept fully sdvised regarding
the course of these exploratory disoussions and that 1t be
consulted regarding any plans that might émerge therefrom.
END ALL QUOTES.

The Department would appreolate your views as %o the
advisabllity and adequacy of all of the foregoing before you

communiocate a reply to Eden.

Aeting.

EA:HF: LWW



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY

FRCM London
Dated July 7, 1941
Rec'd 2:35 a.m., 8th

S8ecoretary of S8tate
Washington

URGENT

2887, July 7, midnight.

STRICTLY GuaMmemEmrry

I have received following letter dated July 4 from
Mr. Edeni

With reference to our conversation thie afternoon
about the proposed inter-Allied meeting to discuss the
supply of food and raw materlials to European countries
when they are free from German occcupation, I enclose
a copy of a draft note which I am proposing to send to
the Alllied governments, and of a draft resolution which
will be sent to them for thelr concurrence.

Before I take action 1t would be a help to me to
know whether you think that the general idea would con-
cord with the vliewe of the United EStates Government and
alaso whether the Unlted States Government would be

prepared



prepared to allow anything to be eald on thelr behalf
at the meeting which would asslst the deliberations."

Following is the text of draft note:

"One. As the government are aware, His
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom have announced
their intention to promote measures for the supply of
food and raw materlals to the countries of Europe as soon
as these countrles have fully regained their freedom from
German Domination. In the view of his Majesty's Govern-
ment, this poliey can only be achleved with the cooper-
ation of all countries concerned, and accordingly I
have the honor to propose that a meeting of the Allled
governments concerned should take place as socon as
convenient to consider what steps can best be taken to
further this common aim,

WINANT



TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY
FROM London
Dated July 7, 1941
Rec'd 6:45 a.m., 8th

(SECTION TWO)

Two. His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom
have already taken some prelimlnary steps to glve effect
to this policy. Last autumn 8ir Frederlck Leith-Ross,
Chief Economic Advieer to His Majesty's Government, with
the assistance of a committee of officlials and reporting
to a committee of ministers under the chalrmanship of the
Minister Without Portfollo was entrusted with organizing
the work in connection with surplus commoditlies. This
covered in the firet place immediate actlon where necessary
to assist the economles of producing countries whose
markets had been closed by the blockade and in the second
place plans for the supply of Europe's post-war needs
which 1s obviously closely related to the disposal of
current eurpluses. I understand that 8ir Frederlek
Leith-Ross hae in fact been in consultation informally
with representatives of certain of the governmente ocon-
cerned on the subjeot of their estimated future requirementes

and



and the action which they themselves have in contempla-
tion; but it appears deslrable to put these consulta-
tlone on a more formal basls and to arrange for the
work to be more closely coordinated.

Three. It is proposed that the meeting should be
opened by an explanation of the policy of His Majesty's
Government in the United Kingdom and of the actlon which
they have already set on foot to give effect to that
poliey; the representatives of the allled governments
would then be invited to state thelr views; and finally
a general resolution would be submitted for approval.

I reallze that, at the present stage, 1t ls diffioult
to formulate conecrete propcsitions, and the resolution
must therefore be directed in the main to organlzing the
preparatory work. It appears to be the common interest
of all the allied governments to secure that the post-
war needs of thelir respective countries will be effectively
provided for.

WINANT



TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY
FROM London
Dated July 7, 1941
Rec'd 7:50 a.m., 8th
(SECTION THREE)

These needs wlll necessarily vary in accordance with
the economle position of each country and each government
would naturally be primarlly responsible for the require-
mente of 1te own people. At the same time, these different
requirements will require to be coordinated and an order
of prlority established as between the various needs,

His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom would be
ready to offer any asslstance which they can glve in this
task of coordination. As a first step, they would suggest
that, insofar as thls has not already been done, each of
the allled governments should draw up estimates of the
commodities required for its people, on comparable lines,
and indlecating the order of importance attached to each
item. In the next place, shipping will be a common diffi-
gulty, and the efflclient employment of the tonnage avail-
able will plainly require collaboration in the allocation
of the resources avallable. To this question of
collaboration
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collaboration in shipping Hie Maj)esty's Government attach
the utmost importance, regarding it as fundamental to the
establishment of any concrete programme. Thirdly, it would
appear deslrable to establish a control bureau, in order
to carry forward the present informal exchanges of views
between Hle Majesty's Government and the allled govern-
ment's and to coordinate thelr results. In due course,
other gquestions, such as the distribution of stocks,
thelr alloecation to partieular needs and financlal arrange-
mente, wlll have to be tackled.

Four, In order that the business of the meeting
may be conducted smoothly and rapidly, 1t is prcposed that
the resoclution to be adopted should be agreed beforehand.
Accordingly, I enclose herewith a tentative draft which we
hope will meet with the approval of the (***) government,
Bhould you have any questlons to ralse or amendmente to
suggest on the draft resolution, I should be grateful if
you would arrange for the competent authorities to get in
touch with S8ir Cyrlil Hurcomb at the Ministry of War
Transport ineofar as it relates to cshipping (paragraph 5)
and with Sir Frederick Leilth-Rose at the Minlstry of
Economie Warfare, insofar as it relates to other matters.

Five. Accordingly I have the honor to inquire whether
the (#*#*) government 1e in agreement with the proposal te

hold



hold a meeting with the sgenda suggested. If so, a
date will be fixed and the necessary arrangements made,
It 1s hoped that the meeting can be held in the early
part of July."

WINANT

NPL




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY

FRCGM London
Dated July 7, 1941
Fec'd. 8 a.m., Bth

(BECTICN FOUR)

Following 1s text of draft resoclution:

"The Government of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, the Governments of Greeoce,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland and Yugo-
elavia, agree!

(1) That 1t ie the common alm of the Allled Govern-
mente to see that supplies of food and raw materlals
should be made avallable for the postwar needs of thelr
countries as eoon as they are fully liberated from German
domination:

(2) That while each of the Allied Governments will
be primarlly responeible for making provieicn for the
economic neede for lts own people, thelr respective plans
should be coordinated, in a spirit of collaboration, for
the successful achievement of the common aim:

(3) That they weloome the preparatory measures
which have already been undertaken by Hie Majesty'e
Government in the United Kingdom for thie purpose and
exprese thelr readiness to collaborate to the fullest

extent



extent of the treaty power in pursulng the action re-
quired:

(4) That accordingly, each government should pre-
pere estimates of the kinde and amounts of foodstuffs
and raw materlials required for the reprovisioning of
thelr countries, and the order of priority in which they
would desire supplies to be delivered as soon as the
blockade can be lifted:

(8) That the reprovieioning of Europe as & whole
should have prior claim on the shipping resources of
each government and thus on Allied shipping resources
&8 & whole and that the method of giving effect to this
principle should be worked cut between the Allied Govern-
ments and the Ministry of War Transport..

(6) That a bureau shall be established by the Gov-
ernment of the United Kingdom under the direction of
8ir Frederick Lelth-Roes--which the Allled Governments
could consult in framing estimates of their requirementes
and which would collate and coordinate these estimates."

Before speaking to Mr. Eden again about thie matter
I would appreciate your comments with partioular reference
to second paragraph of hie letter. (END OF MESSAGE).

WINANT.
RR



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PAIVATE & i
July 21, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

Hutch Robbins let me see this
copy of his report to Nelson Rockefeller,
whioh is the result of his trip with
Douglas Fairbanks. Hutch would slay me
4f he knew I had lst you see this, but
I do so on condition you do not tell
a soul and lst me have this back!

The point of it is that Hutoh
is half Argentinian, as you know, end
has worked in Venezuela, and I think
that though he is young, he has lots
of common sense and that you will be
interested in whet he says.

F. Di Re

PRCLARCIFIED
By Dep vin. of the U.BJ

By W. J. vicwart Dete MAR i 1972
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\-ﬁ ! THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
]
A WASHINGTON

\ July 28, 1941.

My dear Mr. Preasident:

Thank you very much indeed for letting me see Hutch
Robbins' report which you sent over with Four memorandum
of July 21. I am returning 1t to you herewith and I
will of course regard it as confidential.

I found the report extremely interesting, construc-
tlve and really helpful.

The specific steps which he recommends with regard
to our own missions in this Hemisphere have already been
taken care of by a material increase in the staffs o
all of our missions in the other American republics.

There is, of course, much that still can be done by
the utilizetion of the American colonies in the other
Amerlcan republics along the lines of his recommendations.
A program to accomplish this is already under way, but I
know you will realize that it 1s not an easy matter to
solve promptly.

Believe me

Fal ly youra

The Fresident,
The White House.



ir,Nelson A,Ko ckefaller,

June @

Counell of Netional Defense,

Office of Coordinator,
Comme rce Bullding,
washington, D.C.

Dear Nelson,

I am going to

,1941

try to outline for you the

situation as I see it after our tri
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to say nothing of the universities and cultural societies.

Their relationships are kept up by personal contact
and effective use of funds, Finally, the Axis elements
have the best informed, best organized and most efficient
machine existing in South America, who employ every avail-
able mechanism in order to further their own ends,

a) Our embassies and consular offices are still
pathetically under-staffed, especially with regard to
secretarial help. This seriously affects the work of

the executives, imposing on them detail work which takes
time away from their more important activities. I under-
stand that this situation 1s being remedied, but I mention
it as this problem exists now,.

b) Except in isolated cases, the Missions are not made
up of techniecally trained men, in either the fleld of
publieity or economics, or in lower class psychology.

c) Just beginning, and to a minor degree effective, is
there an important relation between the Missions, the
American colony and existing oultural societies.

d) The Missions have not received the authority from

the State Department to operate in the way they often

::uld.iike to, towards counteracting what they obviously
ow ats,

To sum up, what advantages remain, economically,
culturally and communications-wise, towards enhancing
the American position in these countries, are being put
to ineffective use,

IWH D ONT

T LA" (ICA:

ShrssoRe M IR, 1ty L noce
suppo a well-s and equipped Mission, the

American colony should be brought together, and be in-
structed in the policy of the United States %
and the part that they, as citizens of the United States,
should play in the development of that policy.

gl_lé%%mgﬁm:hnuld be formed, preferably as
a part o 5 can ber of Commerce, under the
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leadership of a first-class coordinator with special
experience in the field of publicity,and some business
and economic background,

aE This afEnnizatinn should be financed to whatever
extent possible by the local American business organiza-

tions, and government subsidy.

d! This nfganizutiun shouldl then organize the members
5} ¢ American colony into various groups for the pur-
pose of carrying out the work of the following main
fields:-

1) Press and publicity.

2) Radio.

3) Moving pieture distribution.

4) Cultural.

5) Commercial.
(Axis agencies, export licenses and
priorities, exports for the United
States).

USE DE ?Eﬂ;ﬂﬂﬂ GROUPS IN DIFFERENT FIKLDS OF

1! Press and Puy;;nit¥. With the intelligent advice

0 @ press assoclatlon representatives, and by means
of the utilization of advertising effected by United
States firms, further advertising in the form of pald
articles, dissemination of news and photographic ser-
vice, a detalled survey of the editorial olicies, the
use of Ameriecan press association news, financial struc-
ture and political aspects of évery newspaper and publi-
cation in the country, in addition to many other obvious
and effective means and methods, the Axis propaganda
could be counteracted almost immediately. As is being
done in Brazil, and contemplated in Argentina, the most
effective method to aceomplish these ends, nsida from
the advertising power, 1s the use of a developed
national publieity and news agency. This is no problen,

2) Radio. The complete study of the facilities, power :
and audlience of every broadcasting station, its financial
structure and its owners, and the study of available 1p-
ceal talent should be on hand, Paid local broadecasts |
should be arranged, the advertising should be used as a '
weapon, and this rinld should be operated in eooperation
with the press and publicity division.

3! an;%g Piutg%; Theaters. A careful loecal study
sho e made every movie theater, the contracts it
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maintains with the United States movie industry, the
type of movie and short subject it releases, its owners,
Tinaneial strueture and grade., As the main countries
of South America have agents representing the ma jor
moving pileture companies in the United States, pressure
could be placed on the theaters, by the agent, in order
to accomplish what the local cormittee desires, \

43 gg;tﬁfal. In certain cases in South America re
éxist American cultural institutes, These at presen
have soms locel backing. These institutes can be de-
veloped into taking a vital cultural part in the lives
of the communities in countries of the respective re-
publics. Where an American oultural institute is laci-
ing, one should be developed, Through them should be
funneled the various art, music, literature, publica-
tions projects, as well as the fellowship interchanges.
The subsidization, enlargement of activities, and sub-
sequent build-up of these institutions would leave a
permanent organization of vital importance in the eul-
tural interchange between the United States ana the
various republics.

5 Comme - Of equal if not greater importance

an adequate press and publieity operation is that
of the effective use of the bargaining and boycott posi-
tion that can be imposed through commereial and economic
means, There 1is no poasibility orf controlling Axis
agencies without local supervislon and local authority
based on government poliey. Blanket export licenses
may facilitate the work in Washington, but they take
away the trump card of the United States when desiring
to make local purchases, or wishing to control materials
imported by Axls agencies. If we, in the United Staten,
are to make a sacrifice by iving priorities to South
America, we should be certa that our strategic mate-
rials are not falling into hands which aid the Axis
organizations set up to undermine us.,

I have not touched on travel, sports, transporta-
tion, development, publiec welfare and other fields, in
order not to overburden a possible organization during
its early 1ife, and because some of these rields, 1ixe
transportation, are better taken care of direectly fronm
Washington, The five fields already discussed are
ghrinu:ly the most vital ones to get under way immediate.

Y

In conelusion, it is my firm conviction that, al-
though the above facts are for the most part real zed,
and that information is readily avallable, not only to
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the State Department but also to the Coordinator's
office, the situantion changes dally, and very little
is being done on location to put the information on
hand to good use, We must have an aotive diplomatic
and effective organizetion in each separate country,
in order to counteract a machine which is undermining
the work that the Good Neighbor Foliocy has been trying

to develop throughout the past eight years.
Sincerely yours,

ZDWARD H.ROBBINS.,

ehr/amv,
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L' THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
7 WASHINGTON

July 22, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

With regard to the dlscussion which took place
in Cabinet on July 18 concerning the apuplication of
certain embargo measures relating to Japan in the event
of some overt action by Japan, I consulted General
Marshall regarding the attitude of the War Department
towarde any restrictions which might be imposed by
this Government upon the importation of silk into the
United States.

I have today received from the War Department a
brief memorandum which I attach herewith for your in-
formatlon and which indicates that the War Department
has no objection to the imposition of restrictions
upon the importation of silk into this country.

Believe me

FaitBfully your

Ene,

The President,
The White House.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE LIAISCN OFFICER, DEPARTMENT OF STATE:

Subjest: Rew Silk.

The Chief of Staff directs me to regquest that you
infor= the Under Secretary of Stats that from the War Department
point of view, there is no militery objection to the sction

which it 1s proposed to take with respoct to this item.

@) = P

« T. GEROW
Bripadier General,
Aoting Assistant Chief of Stafrl.

Franklin 0. Rocsowelt Library

BECLASSIHIED
ﬂﬂi} {.Iiﬂ BR00,.9 (8/27/58)

[nte- E.... 3& — ‘ {

Signntura- @&‘{ _‘f&#(ﬂ
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The Under Searetsry of State (Wellen) to Presidant Roocssvelt,
Washington, July 22, 1ghl.

Forwards to the Presldent & memorandum from Osnsrsl Mapahell
atating that the War Department hes no ohjection to the
impoaition of meatrictions upon the imvortation of allk inte
this. county.

BEE: Foprelgn Relations e United Btaten, 1941, Vol. IV
e ﬁhﬁ, r;gu'e;'}‘?:_ ; :

A e lse
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Jk{r THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

%

July 22, 1941.

My dear Mr. Presldent!

I am enclosing for your information & copy of a
telegram recelved today from Murphy reporting upon
a conversation he had with General Weygand in pursuance
of the instructions I gent him after my recent con-
versation with you upon this matter.

BEelieve me
aithfully your$,

Enc.

The President,
The White House.



RS ALGIERS

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated July 21, 1941
fore belng communicated

to anyone., (8C) Rec'd 8 p.m,

Seceretary of State,

Washingten.

TRIPLE PRIORITY,

338, July 21, & pum., (SECTION ONE)

PERSONAL FOR THE ACTING SECRETARY FROM MURPHY,

Our 184, July 17, 10 p.m.

I saw Weygand alone & few minutes ago and ine
formed him of your message reading to him a transla-
tion of the message and stating that I was authorized
to deliver it only orally. This was the first
opportunity to talk with him since my return from

Morocco Saturday eve,

COLE

C3B



BS Aliers

This telogram must be . '
clogely paraphraascd bo= Doted July 21, 1941
fore being communicated

to anyocne, (sC) Rec'd. 3:50 am; 22nd

Becretary of State,
Washington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY,

338y July 21, 5 p.m, (SECTION TWO)
Weygand listened with the greatest intercst., Hisg
first comment wae an expression of hig evident
pleasure and satisfaction over the President's
complimentary references tc hin personally. He
sald with a smile that he would be surec to make no
allusions to them in any report he might make to
Vichy as etrangely enough Jealousy was known to
exlst in that neighborhcod. The General made carc-
ful mental ncte and when I hnd finished repeated
what he had told us before, namely, that he would
net enter inte a conmitment regarding the general
poliey of his Government without authorization,
neither had he any intention of taking independent
military action.

COLE

KLP



KD Alglers
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= Dated July 21, 1941
fore being communicated
to anyone., (5C) Rec'd, 6:30 a.m.,22d4

Seeretary of State,

Washington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY

338, July 21, 5 pe ms (SECTION THREE)

Weygand said that he was qulte willing to state
the fact that the best of his knowledge there had
been no recent action changing the status of French
African ports nor conceding thelr use to the Germans
nor to any power affiliated with the Germans, He
sald that he could assure the Preslident that there
1s no (repeat no) French African port at present
occupled by or under the control of the Germans or
any power affilisted with them aside from the
verification of military equipment and control of
shipping exerclsed by the Armistlce Commisaions of

which activity the President 1s Informed.
COLE.

WWC



RS LLGIERS
This telegram must be

elosely parnphrased be- Dated July 21, 1941
fore being communicated
to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 10:10 pen.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

TRIPLE FRICRITY

338, July 21, 5 pem., (SECTION FOUR)

He sald that his attitude remalins unchanged and that
he will oppose to the beat of hla eblllity any oct of
nggression againet French Africa or affiliated power,
In reply to my question he sald that neither German
ror Italian nor affiliated navel craft of any des-
eription ere or have been using French Lfrican ports
for refucling or as hases geuerally; nelther are they
or have they been using French African bases for the
purposeE of mllitary operations.

The Genernl then made an oral resume of the message
to insure that he retained lts essentlal feature elear-
ly in mind.

COLE
CSB



TEM Alglers
This telegram must be | '
closely paraphrascd be- Dated July 21, 1941

fore being communicated
to anyone., (8C) Rec'd 9:25 a.,m. 22nd.

Sceretary of SBtate,

Washington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY,

338, July 21, 5 p.m. (SECTION FIVE)

He inquired whether in my opinion the United
States would cnter the war as a belligerent. I
replicd that the President had by his recent public
utterances stated American policy with a clarity
that left no doubt about the American position and
that naturally I could not amplify my Government's
declarations. I mentioned that there is of course
an element of public opinion in the United States which
apparently belicves that the entrance of the United
Statee as a belligerent may be inevitable. Weygand
remarked that he had always hoped that the United
Statecs might remain aloof exercising its enormous power
s an arbiter in whosc impartiality the world could
have confidence. He felt however that things are de-
veloping in a different dircction. That fact did not

appear to distress him,

COLE



MD

This telegram must be Algiers

closely paraphrased beg-

fore being communicated Dated July 21, 1941

to anyone. (8SC)
Ree'd 5:50 a.m., 22nd
Secretary of State,

Washington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY

338, July 21, 5 pem, (SECTION SIX)

The General expressed his satisfaetion over the
operation of the economic plan and his repeated thanks
to the Department and the President for their support
the value of which he reco;nises,

His prineipal interest however related to that
portion of the message regarding military supplies, I
feel that possibly he may be slightly disappointed that
the message did not go further to the extent of a
preliminary outline of what volume of supplies might be
forthcoming and what the possible time lagg might be
in the event of an emergency. I therefore took the
liberty to inquire whether if my Government saw Tit to
provide data in that reaspect he would be interested in
receiving 1t, He quickly replied that of course he
would adding as an after thought that this should not
be interpreted as a commitment on his part, I am con-
fident that he is only mildly interested in the volume

of



338, July 21, 5 p.,m., (SECTION SIX) from Alglers.

-

of our national defense expenditures but reasonably

intereated in actual producticn fipures,

COLE

HFD



TK Algiers

This telegram must be

¢losely paraphrraed be- Dated July 21, 1941
fore being communicnted

to anyone., (SC). Reo'd 10:10 n.n,

Secretary of State

Washington

TRIFLE FRIORITY

338, July 21, 5 p.r., (SECTION SEVEN),

He has, I am sure, an active interest in learn=-
ing the volume of what material we could deliver with-
in a given periuvd of time and whether we have such o
progran under study.

The Genercl wns visibly pleased over the President's
reference to the necessity for the complete defeat of
Hitlerite Germany and the provision of the eventual
Treaty of Feace which would restore France to the pos-
ition she previously occupled.

The General referred to the Russo-German campelgn
with satisfaction, Notwithstanding his ardent dislike
of the Soviet regime he saild the Russians were putting
up a gallant fight, He said that naoturally every one
deplored bloodshed but that the contenplation of the
rutual ligquidation of Nnzis and Comrmnism is far fronm

displeasing to him,

COLE

ALC 3
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BB Algiors
This telogram must be

closely paraphrased bow Dated July 21, 1941
foro being eccmmunicnted
to anyone., (SC) Rec'd, 10:03 pem.

S8cerctary of Stnto,

Washington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY. ST

338, July 21, 5 p.m. (SECTION Bgwe)

The General referred to his hope to achieve French
unity in AMrica as the only satliafnotory menns of
opoosing aggression. He anid that the activity of
communlets and De Gaullists in French mitigntes
Agalnst national unity which ig necessary if France is
to emerge from her »resent prostration.

He ngaln roferred to Syria peinting to Gemeral
Dentz humilintion which he sald would have been loss
bitter if the occup~tion had becn restricted to Brite
ish troops to t%e oxclueion of De Gaullists.

Woygand concluded the interview, throughout
which he evinced the greatest cordiality nnd under—
standing, with an expres-ion of satisfaction over
the recont consolidation of his suthority (he is now
Governor of Algeria by the climination of Admiral
Abrial which muthority is in nddlition to his powers
ne Delogate Goneral for French Africa)," END OF MESZAGE)

COLE
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

PRIVATE
July 23, 194l.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

Jimmy carried no message from me
to the King of Tugoslevia, whioh was
not then at war with Germany when
Jimmy left here.

Personally I think what happened
is that the King expressed a desire to
come to Amerieca and Jikmmy, of course,
could not say no.

My own thought is that it 1s a
mistake for the young King to ocome
here this Summer. He would be a
target for Oroats and would be hard
to guard,

How cen you get that thought
across?

F. Dl R.



July 21, 1941.

My dear Mr. Presldent;

The Minister of Yugoslavia called to see me this
morning and by Instruction of his Yovernment asked me
to let you know that, pursuant to a conversation which
the King of Yugoslavia had had with Jimmy in Jerusalem,
the King would be glad to vislt the United States,
accompanied by his Prime Minister and by his Forelmn
Minister.

I told the Minister that I was not informed of
the message you had sent to the King through J immy
and that I would consequently refer the subject to
you immedlately. The Minister added that, should the
arrangement be agreeable to you, the King and his party
would llke to come to the United States in August.

Will you let me know what reply you wish me to make?

Belleve me

Faithfully yours,

rarer #a

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 23, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I spoke to the Actling Seoretary
of State about the yo Kl he sald
that he dld not g ou in detail
the measage which made it clear that the
King wanted to come here with his Prime
Minister and his Foreign Minlater and
make & tour of the country.

He says he will handle the reply
saying that he understands the King ia
thinking of going to Canada with his
pilots. Then, of course, if he wishes
to visit the United States you would be
glad to see him here some time -- perhaps
in September.

G.G.T.

'H)ﬂ{r



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

\]/ July 31, 1941,

PERSONAL AND -OONPIDENITAL—

My dear Mr, President:

The Briticsh Ambassador informed me yesterday,
by instruction of hie Government, that the Portuguese
Prime Minister, Dr, Balazar, had informed the British
Ambnesador in Lisbon of his great satisfaction and
pleasure because of the personal letter which you had
written him. Lord Halifax was recuested to say that
the British CGovernment felt that the letter in ques-
tion had completely removed the misunderstandings
which had exlisted and had greatly faciliteted the
course of British golicy in Portugal.

Belleve me

The President,
The White House.
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The Undar Enntnr{ of Btate (Weller) to Preslident Focsevelt,
Washinpton, July 31, 19h1.

Nlaun-u llceneing of sxporte to Japan snd imports from

Japan. Submits to FDR & euppented ntatement of poliny on
oateporien of exports end lmports.

(Pran, Rooasvelt sprroved the reccmrendations with the
notation, “SW OK. FDR.Y)

BEE: Foreipn feletlons of United Bt-tes, 1941, Vol, IV,
The FAF Tist, reges METEL

FJ n rilil-l:
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THE WHI!TE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 1, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. SUMNER WELLES

Please take thie up with

the Becretary as soon as he returns.

F. D. R.
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COPY Auguat 1, 1941
PERSONAL ANHD CONFIDENTIAL
My dear Senator Clerk:

It is as I expected. I felt very certain that your
remarks the other day in regard to a virtual eot of aggression
agalnst the other twenty American Republics and the establish-
ment of puppet govermnments therein by the United States would
result in thess remarks being played up and used in Eurocpe by
the Nazis and Fasclsts.

I sald nothing about this, however.

Now, though, I think it is only right that you should
know that my fears have been reslized. A dispatch from Rome
quotes the Itallen Press as elleging that your statement ends
the Good Melghbor polloy and represents the resl opinion of the
President and of the Stute Uepartment. It goes on to say that
your remarks amount to & frank stetement made out of turn and that
the statements of the President and the Acting Secretary of State
are mere camouflage bDecause they are not yet ready to assume the
role of the aggressor in South Americam. Finally, the Italian
papers plead with the Latin-American countries to take warning
and abanden all ccoperation with this country.

Simultaneously the German newspepers are "congratulating
Senator Clark™ on his "touchlng frapkness in letting the cat out
of the bag and that the real aim of the United States is not that
of the Good Nelighbor but of the Big Stilck".

As I aaid before, I think it is only fair that you should
know Just what the resault has been.

Very sincersly yours,
Franklin U. Koosevelt
Honorable U. Worth Clark,
The United States Senate,
Washington, D. C,

Carbon copy to Hon. Sumner Wellea



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 2, 1941

CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE BECRETARY OF BTATE

For your information.

F. D. R.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

. 3 WASHINGTON
l\.f}:f__f\)“ 51 Aupust 2, 1941
N
My dear lir. President:

I am personally enclosing herewlth two further
telegrams from kr. CGrant.

To the best of my kmowledge none of the matters
referred to in lpr., Grant's telegrams have had the
slightest effect upon the opinionfwhich Secretary Hull
end I, or any other responsible official of the Depart-
ment, have formed with regard to Mr, Orent's inebility
to hendle the situation in Bangkok.

Believe me

1thfully yours

Enclosures:

¥o, 382, July 31, noon,
No, 385, July 31, B p.m.,
from Bangkok.

The Fresident,
The White House.



DES

This telegram must be BANGKOK VIA N.R,
closely paraphrased bee=
fore being communicated Dated July 31, 1941

toe anyone, (Br)
Rec'd 6:17 a.m, August lst,
Secretary of State,

Washington,

v
83y July &l, noon. (SECTION ONE)

STRICTLY ety /D PCRSONAL FOR THE
PRESIDENT ONLY,

My telegram No. 372, July 28, 9 a.m., addressed
to you personally Mr, President appealing that I be
given the opportunity to be heard by you and by
Secretary Hull before I am executed, to urge that you
examine personally some documents which will prove that
this plot has been engineered by your enemies with the
asslstance of jealous carcer officers in the Department
who have been "gumning" for me from the time T entered
the Department in 1933, I refer you to the following
telegrams which are on file in the Department: My
strictly confidential telegram to Secretary Hull (dated
December 23, 1940); telegram No, 19, January 12, 8 p.m.,
section three and section four; my strictly confidential
telegram to Secretary Hull No, 66, September 2, 10 a.m,;
my satrictly confidential telegram to Seeretary Hull
Nos 254, May 3, 10 p.m,; strictly confidential telegrams
Asslstant Secretary Shaw No, 333, July 5, 9 pem, and
340, July 12, 1 p.m.

G
oW RANT



TRB Bengkok via N.R.
This telegraom must be :

closoly paraphrased be- Dated July 31, 1941
fore being communicated '
to anyonc. (br) Roc'd 11:50 p.ni.

Secerctary of State,
Washington.

3e2, (SECTION TVO) .

As you will obsecrve from thgsc telcgrams your arch
enemy Roy Howard publisher of Seripps-Howard and his
close friend Horman Scholtz an /merican citigoen of
German lineage who dirccted the sabotaging campaign
agoeinst me in Dangkok and in cortain circles in the
United States are in the background of this cffolir.

Tt was Scholtz who brought Howord to the Logation to
seo mo last Scptomber when Howard made & bittor
personal attack on you vhich I reported to Sccretary
Hull over the vigerous protest of John H. Chapman, the
ranking corcer Foreign Scorvice officor. And yet not-
withstanding the fact that I loyelly supported the ad-
ninistration's policles towards Thailand in the face
of o vigorous ?ppnaition from ro?cntful Thai and by
Herman Scholtz, friond of Howard, I om now te bo por~
emptorily oxocuted without cven o hooringe I cannot
bolicve that you will allow yoursclf to be o party to
such



-C= 382, (SECTION TVWO) from Bangkok via N. R,

such an injustice to an officor vho has roprcsented
his government both ot home, in the Department md
abroad for eight years and whom you cnd the Secrotary
complimented highly ot the time of the difficult crisis
situation in Albanin, There is a major criais on in
this (#)nows I focl I am fully copable of handling
the situation and I think I am ocntitled to have the
opportunity. )

I appeal to you cgain Nr. President that jyou
hold this ordor in sbersnce until I can bo hoord.

Cordinl rcpords.

(B OF MESSLGE).
GRANT

MPL

( #) apparent omission



HS BANGEOK
This telegram must DE

closely paraphrased be=- Dated July 31, 1941
fore belng communicated
to anyone, (br) Rec?d 10:08 a,m,, August 1.

Secretary of State,
Washington,.

385, July 31, 8 pem., (SECTION ONE)

PERSONAL ATTENTION ACTING SECRETARY WELLES,

Your telegram No. 83, July 30, 7 Deme.

I repeat that I am convinced that the President
did not (repeat not) take the initlative in this matter
and is not in possesslion of all the facta of the case,
I am convinced I have been rallroaded and that I am
the victim of a plot which was Engineered by pertles
who are enemies of the President asslsted by men in
the Department who have shown their Jjealousy since the
date of my appointment in the Department in 1933 and
gubsequently during my tsjgfirtion of office in Albania,
I stand on my record of achlievement which is on file
in the Department ineluding the expresslon of apprecia=-
tion of both the President and Secretary Hull of my
work during the dif ficult days of crisis in Albania,
I have handled a most difficult situation here now for
one year in face of great obstacles such as the unpopular
policies of the Government towards Thailand including

the stopping



-2=, No, 385 from Bangkok, July 31, 1941; rec'd 10:08 a.m.,
(SEC, 1) August 1.

the stopping of the bonbing airplanes and in eddition

the active opposition of the ranking Foreign Service

officer of this Legation who has given evVery indication

that he was not (repeat not) in sympathy with the polley

of acdministration which I upheld wholeheartedly., I

have not (repeat not) of fered my resignatlon and I con-

sider that I am being dismissed from the gervice and

in & manner that surely must be without precedent

GRANT

HFD



LET

This telegram must be Bangkok via N.R.
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated July 31, 1941

to anyone. (br)
Rec'd, 9:33 a.m., August 1,
Secretary of State,

Washington.

385, July 31, 8 p.m. (SECTION TWO)
I am even denled the opportunity to return to the De-
partment for consultation which I have understood 1is
the courtesy always extended to chiefs of mlsslons
under such circumstancee. On the contrary I am, with-
out any advance warning, informed that my "resignation"
has been accepted, and further I am instructed to leave
Bangkok within eighteen days while a major political
crisis 18 on and transportation facllities are most
uncertain and hazardous for my family., I am of the
opinion that such action ie grossly unjust, I am being
humiliated and I repeat that I am convinced that the
President has not (repeat not) taken the initiative in
the matter and does not have all the facts. The state-
ment is made in your telegram that the acceptance of
my "resignation constitutes no reflection whatever upon'
my "ability, capacity, loyalty or patriotism" and
reference is made to "many considerations". I think

I am entitled to know what those "considerations" are

since



-2~ 385, July 31, 8 p.m. (SECTION TW0) From Bangkok.

gince they apply directly to me, or (7) be dlsmissed
from my post if I have the "ability, capacity, loyalty
or patriotism" for jobs I respectfully requeat that

you inform me of these conelderations.

GRANT
HEM



LET

Thie telegram must be Bangkok wvia N.R.
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated Auguet 1, 1941

to anyone., (br)
Rec'd. 9:28 am.
Secretary of State,

Washington.

385, August 1, 1 a.m. (SECTION THREE)

I submit that no matter what statements may be
made to me to the effect that there 1s no reflection
on my "ability capacity loyalty or patriotism" the
judgment of the public including many of my good
friends will be that I have falled. After eight years
of loyal, diligent and hard service for my government
during most difficult timee I am to be held up as
incompetent to carry on the Job here and my whole
career is thereby ruined at the time when I am at
my best physically and mentally. It ie grossly unfalr,
There is something wrong with a Forelgn Service that
picks out a Chief of Misslons who has been through
one crisis at the very moment of another crisle when
it 18 accepted in the highest authority that this
chief of mission with a record of eight years of ser-
vice has "ability capaclty loyal}%r patriotism". I
cannot bring myself to believe that the President
whom I have supported loyally and actively since be-

fore his first in 1933 can be a party to this thing.
It does



-2~ 385, August 1,-1 a.m, (SECTION THREE), From Bangkok.

It does not (repeat not) fit the plcture of the Presi-
dent as I have always regarded him.

May I repeat that I should like to be informed
by telegraph of the other "considerations"? Will you
please show this telegram to the Presldent and inform
me to that effect by telegraphl

(END OF MESSAGE).

GRANT
FEG



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

August 19, 1941.

My dear Mr. Fresident:

The Minister of Luxembourg cadl led to see me
yesterday afternoon by instruction of the Grand Duchess.
The Grand Duchess wanted to let you lmow that she and
the Prince of Luxembourg were leaving tomorrow far
London where they intend to remain between a month and

six weeks., They then intend tc return to Canada and

Falt 1y yowa,f\

the United States.

Eelleve me

The President,

The White House.



|: 4 .I' I- .Jf"- -._.‘-:H-f:'; +' %I‘ (s

THE UNDLR SECRETARY OF STATE
\V WASHINGTON

August 20, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

In response to the inquiry contained in your memo-
randum of August 20 concerning Whitney Straight, I am
sending you & copy of a telegram dated August 16 re-
celved from our Embassy in Viechy. The contents of this
telegram should already have reached lrs. Elmhirst, but
it may be, since she 1s traveling, that she has not yet
been informed of the news contained therein,

I would suggest when you telephone her that you re=-
fer to thls telegram and suggest that the money her son
deslires be sent by her through the Department of State
to the Embassy in Vichy.

I will ask the Embassy to do everything possible
in Whitney Straight's behalf, but sinece, as you know,
he 1s a British subject, the Fremch Govermment would
not agree to our Embassy taking the matter up official-
lye I assume from the fact that he asks that half of

the amount desired be deposited with the Consul General

The President,
The White House,
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in Barcelona that he i1s planning to escape into Spain.

Believe me

alt ¥ yours,

Enc.




KD (Poris)

This telogram must be Vichy
closcly peraphrased be=- i
fore being communicated Dated August 16, 1941

to anyono, (C)
Rec'd, 4:35 p, m,
Sccrctary of State,

Washington.

1035, August 16, 1 p. m. (SECTION ONE)

FROL FULLERTON :

Whitney Strn;ght; naturalized British subject of
Amorican birth and son eof Willerd Straight, squadron
leader R.A.F. who recontly made forced landing northern
Froance but escaped into uncccupied zone, was arrested by
French police nocar Pau a fow days ago while endeavoring
to reach the Spanish frontieor boundarics. He is now
confined with other British priscners of war at Camp
Saint Hippolyte du Fort noar Nimos but was permitted to
visit Consulato oleventh. He is weoll end in no immediate

dangor.

HSM



KD (Paris)

This telogram must bo Vichy
closcly poaraphrasocd be= .
fore boing communlceted Dated Aupgust 16, 1941

to anyone. (C)
Rec'd. 4:35 p. m.
Secrotory of Stato,

Washlington.

1035; August 16, 1 p. m. (SECTION TVWO)

Stroipght requests that his mothor Hrs. Dorothy
Elmhurst; 162 East 924 Stroct, Mow York be neciified
and asked to tronsfor $1000to ais ercdit, one-half to
bo doposited with Consul, Harscilles and tho remaining
half with tho Consul ot Burcelona., Authorization for
mc to pay Streight $600 desired bty him herc should be
cabled in code through Emboessy, Vichy and no publicity
given his whoronbouta as Straight feara if Germon
attontlion is attracted his transfor to Gormany will beo

domandod. (END OF HESSAGE)

PEG



WILLARD STRAIGHT HALL
CORNELL UNIVERSITY

ITHACA, NEW YORK

Au g. I7 th. 1941

FOSTER M. COFFIN, Director

EDCAR A, WHITING, Assistant Direcior
CECELIA WERMER, Soclal Direceor

M. R, SHAW, Dining Room Manager

C’M-fa Ihe

dislrier m
Fante -

D eur Miss Le hand,

In these days of decisive events when our minds ere filled
with the new hope given by the President and Mr Churchill it seems
entirely out of place to be writing you about & purely personal matter.
But perhaps after hearing the story you will tell me whether you feel
we would be justified in asking you to put it before the President.

My son,Whitney Straight,has been flying for two years in the
R.A.F. In the early spring of 1940 he was badly wounded in Norway but
after a few months' rest he recovered completely and returned to the
Air Force. During the last seven months he has been leading his saguadron
in deily reide over Occupied Territory and twice he has been decorsted.
On July 31st he wes shot down by anti aircruft fire while sttacking &
German convoy in the Channel &nd made ,sccording to the official report,
s forced landing in Frence. We hecrd nothing of him for eight days snd
then,suddenly, out of the blue,came & cable direct from him to his wife
in New York which read as follawatﬂarling- well and safe- interned-
Detachment W. St.Hipolyte du Fori- Gssixdxx Gerd- Send food,cigerettes-
Tell Mother,no one else. Whitney". Of course this was joyous news for
us but we were uncertain whether it would be wise to make any public in-

guiries since obviously he had escaped from the Germsns and reached &

point in unoccupied France closg to Merseilges before being dis covered.



/.
/ WILLARD STRAIGHT HALL

CORNELL UNIVERSITY
ITHACA. NEW YORE

FOSTER M. COFFIN, Direcror

EDGAR A, WHITING, Asdstant Direotor
CECELIA WERMER, Sacial Dinector

M. R. SHAW, Dining Reom Manager

We feered that any attempt to get into touch with him might only reveal
his whereabouts. However,his wife cabled him asking whether she should
return to England end wait for him there. Todsy she has received this
answer--"Stay. Ask Mother do all she cen Weshington for my relesse".

I'm afraid I heve no clear ides &s to how to proceed in the matter. My

one thought is that the President, through the State Depertment, might be
able to get into Mouch with A dmirsl Leshy end ask for the release. But
perheps this is impossible. Obviously Whitney beliesves there are weys of
getting him cut. Have you any ides what cen be done? 1 im agine the
strictest secrecy is necessary and no doubt eny cable sent about him should
be in code. It is just possible that he hes given his name as Whitney and
not Whitney Straight,since the two cebles to his wife were signed only by
his Christian name and the cables to hur‘ were addr@ssed to Dephne only and
not Daphne Straight.

Leonard and I ere in this country for three months on the invitstion
of M.L.Wilson of the Department of Agriculture.We sre speeking twice & dag to
farm groups ell over New Englund telling them of the wuys in which the
British farmer is adapting his prectise to the furm defence program. 1 &am also
trying to give an ides of living conditions in England :nday and of the kind

ere

of spirit that enimates the whole country. We shall be hbeeeeat Ccrnell until

the morning of the 2Ist- then we can be readhed at the following places



WILLARD STRAIGHT HALL

CORNELL UNIVERSITY
ITHACA, HEW TORK

FOSTER M. COFFIMN, Divees
EGOAR A, WHITENG, A Dissier
CECELLA WERNEL fxial Dirwos

M, R SHAW, Dhming R blisapr

Aug 23rd- Agricultural College st Storrs,fonn. Wecould re resched

through E.H.Woodward, Dean & Director-

hug- 25th & 26th- Burlington Vermont- the College egain. Care

Mr J.E. Carrington -Director of Extension.

Ag 27th & 28th- Durhas,New Humpshire- Care H.B.Stevens,Director

of Extension.

Aug. 29th & 3)th- Muine- College et Orono. A.L.Deering- Desn end

Director.

Perhaps,instead of asking you to get into touch with me &t one of
these places it might be better if I reng you on the long distunce

one dey next week. If I dont hear from you before the emd of next
wonk 1 shall do this,-if it is not msking too much of you.

1 wish 1 could tell you of the fihe impression Mr Winant has
mede .1 believe he is really cne of the grest [igures of the present
dey.

You'll forgive my typing,wont you? I cent msk anyone here to do
it for me.

In another letter 1 shell try someday to tell you whet the

President hes mesnt to us in Englend all through these terrible yesrs.

Yoo O cnemdy .G.aall:, ¢ Jachda™
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE L/~ [‘:
WASHINGTON '

August 25, 1941

My dear lr, President:

T am bringing to your attention this telegram from
our Embassy in Vichy, which relates to Whitney Straight.

I question the deslirability at this stage of bring-
ing the information contained in thls telegram to the
attention of either Mrs. Elmhirst or Mra. Stralght.

Admirsl Leahy is away on & brief vacation in Switzer-
land, but is, I think, due to return to Vichy tomorrow or
the day after. ¥You will undoubtedly hear from him as soon
as he returns concerning this question.

Bel 1eve me

alithfully y

Enc.
Telegram 1076,

Vichy

The President,

The White House.



TEM (Paris)

This telegram muast be Vichy
closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicgted Dated Auguet 23, 1941

to anyone, (8C)
Rec'd 11:38 a.ma.
Becretary of State,

Washington.

LO76; ‘August 23, 11 a.m.

STRICTLY OSNESM=NYT™R]. FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY:

Your telegrame 644, August 20th, B p.m. will
be brought to the Ambassador's attention lmmedlately
upon his return. Meanwhile, I am looking into the
possibllities ae carefully and diecretely as possible.
Fullerton belleves that the individual may be able
to visit him again and that posplbly something can be
arranged. He dined gquietly with Fullerton on the
11th and was in excellent health and spirite, He 1s
apparently known to the authoritlies only under his

firet name,

MATTHEWS



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE e
WASHINGTON

August 26, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

With reference to our talk on the telephone last
evening concerning Willard Straight, I am sending you
for your information a telegram received this morning
from Admiral Leahy. This telegram refers to your
message which I transmitted to him suggesting that
1f he thought 1t wise, he might let Marshal Pétain
know of your lifelong friendship for the boy's mother,

Belleve me

itkfully yours,

B

LY
Enclosure;
No. 1083, August 25, 3 p.m.
from ?iaha'-

The President,
The White House,



DES

This tel egrem must be (PARIS)

closcly paraphresed be= VICHY

fore belng commrunicated

to anyone, (&) Dated August 25, 1941

Rec'd 2 pom.
Seorstary of 3tate,
Washington,

1083, August 25, 3 D.m.

STRICTLY CidsSsiiiwE FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY ,

Your telegrem 844 August 20, & p.m,

I believe that 1t would be unwiase to dlacuss this
qu estion with Marshal Petain until I have exhausted
other possibilities,

LEAHY
C8B



MEMORANDUM

Have answered thls by tele-
gram - eame evening. Get
copy of answer from Code Room

Btate Department.
FDR



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Sept.4,1941,

Telephone message.
For The Fresident:
The rollowing received by
telephone from Mr.dyron Taylor's secretary:
"For The FPresident:
"You spoke of my calling upon Salazar
in Lisbon. Subsequently lr.Welles said
he thought you had covered that point.
If you conclude to have me ao so, I can
best do it on my return to Lisbon rrom
Home, Please telegraph Lisbon your definite

wishes.
"uyron Taylor."

Telephone Room,

me =
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THE UNDER SECRETARY QF STATE // Py '
WASHINGTON g |
VA
September 28, 1941 e

My dear Mr. President:

Miss Tully gave me yesterday on the telephone your
message with regard to liyron Taylor.

The report which he had telegraphed he was sending
you by special courier had not been received and T con-
Sequently sent him a brief cable telling him that you
had not as yet received his report and that, consequently,
he would have to use his own discretion in determining
what he should say to lMr. Churchill regarding his con-
versations in Rome and in Lisbon,

I have just now, Sunday mornlng, received the report
which he had addressed to you and I am enclosing it here-
with. I have read the text of the report except for the
confidential and bersonal letter he enclosed with it,
and I do not see anything in 1t which you wuld consider
1t unwise for him to mention to Mr. Churchill, I have,

consequently,not thought 1t necessary to send any further

The President,
The White House.



==

telegram to Myron Taylor with regard thereto.

Believe me

ithfully yours,

Enclosure.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

October 16, 1941

My dear MNr. President;

In accordance with the approval you sent me cover-
ing the recommendations contained in General Marshall's
letter to me of October 6 concerning Brazllian partici-
pation in the defense measures to be undertaken in
Surinam, I Instructed Ambassador Caffery to inform
Preslident Vargas that we believed the Netherlands Gov-
srnment would convey an invitation to the Erazilien
Government along the lines indicated in the last message
to you from the Netherlands Government in London.

At the same time, & cable was sent to Ambassador
Biddle in London instructing him to suggest to the
Forelgn Minister of the lNetherlands that an invita-
tion be sent to the Srazilian Government aleng these
lines.

I have today recelved a telegram from Ambassador
Caffery telling me that he has seen President Vargas
and that the latter states that he agrees in principle

The Presldent,

The White bouse.
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to the Luteh suggestion and that he will awaeit the invi-
tation from the lletherlands Fovernment.

Bellieve me

al ully yours,

[

v
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October 21, 1941

My dear MNr. President:

I am enclosing for your consideration a suggested
telegran to be sent to Ambassador Biddle for communie
cation to the Netherlands Government in London.

I heve consulted the Var Department with regard
thereto and the War Department approves the contents
of this suggested message.

I shall be grateful 17 you will let me know
wiothier tils draft instructlon meets with your approval.

bolleve wme

Yalthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

knolesure.

The Fresldent,
The Wnilte House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 22, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

Under dete of October 7th I
slgned a letter to Mackenzie King
whioch was forwarded to the State
Department to be sent in the pouch.
It was apparently not sent to
Canada until the fourteenth or
fiféeenth -- a week later -- and
I am not certain that Mackenzie
King has received it yet.

If this sort of thing happens
to my letters to the Prime Minister
of Canada, I shall have to have
the State Department send them
direct to Mackenzie King by special

courier,
F. D Rs
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Qetober 23, 1941

My dear Mr. Prealdenti

I have received your memorandum of October 22 con-
ecerning the deley which ocourred in the delivery of
your letter of October 7 to Mr. Mackenzias King.

I find that your letter reachsd the Department on
October ©. Normally 1t would have been sent out undar
cover of an instruction to the American Minister at
Ottawa in the pouch of Osctober 11. Due to the 1llneaa
of the officer handling thess matters, howaver, the in-
struction was not drafted until Octobsr 15. As pouches
leave for Ottaws on Wednesdays and Saturdays, it was
placed in the pouch on Wednesday, October 15. It was
recelved by the Legation at Ottawa on October 17. In
reply to & telephone inguiry, Mr. Moffat states that
he, in person, took the letter immediately to the Frime
Minister's office and handsd 1t to Mr. Turnbull, tha
Personal Assistant to the Prime Minister, who promised
to bring 1t promptly to Mr. Mackenzie King's attentlion
en his return to Ottawa, the following day, Saturday,
Ootober 18.

The President,
The White Houss.

,;:I:I”il. lr'l I

:/;-'u..

=%



=g

I greatly regret the delay wnich has cocurred in
this instance. I did not myaslf lmow of the fact that
¥ou had sent this letter to Mr. Mackenzile King until I
Trecelved your memorandum. T wonder if you will not in
the future have your office send letters of this kind
directly to me and I can then assure myself that no
delays of this character will teke place. Thare is,
of course, no excuse whatever for what cccurred in this
instance and I have already taken the Necessary correc-

tive measures.

Believe ma
lthfully Yours,
) ,L{—J




October 23, 1941

My dear Mr. President;

Some time ago Jimmle Rowe recommended on behalf of
the Demooratic National Committee the name of Mr. Stephen A.
Lynch of Miaml for a diplomatic appointment. I submitted
this recommendatlon to you in connection with the filling
of the vacancy in New Zealand and you asked me to get in
touch with Claude Pepper in order to get his opinion
with regard to the candidate.

I telephoned to Claude Pepper who was then in
Florida and he promised to send me an immediate report
and I have only today received the promised message
from him.

I am enclosing herewith for your information a
oopy of Claude Pepper's letter which contains the report

in question.
Believe me
Falthfully yours,
Enclosure. SUMNER WELLES
The Fresident,

The White House.
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\ THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
\ WASHINGTON

October 24, 1941

My dear Mr. Fresident:
You will remember that I saw frince Carl Bernadottg

at your request Jjust before he left the Unlted States.
In accordance wlth your desire I had the necessary
arrangements made covering the export of toluol in
which he was interested.

Some difficulty subsequently developed on the part
of the British with regard to the granting of navicerts
for 100 tons of the 680 ton total and Frince Carl called
me up personally from Stockholm a few days ago to ask
if I would intervene with the British in order to get a
favorable decision expedited. I saw the Swedlsh Minlster
subsequently and suggested that he personally see the
British Ambassador with regard to this question since
the American export license had already been 1lssued.

I have not spoken myself with the Brltish Ambassador
concerning this case.

After the conversation I had with Frince Carl, I

telegraphed the American Legation in Stockholm the

The PFresident,
The White House.
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status of the case in order that they might inform
Prince Carl accordingly. I have today recelived a con-
fidential telegram from our Legatlon in reply to my
cable, of which I am enclosing a copy for your informa-
tion. Under these circumstances I imagine you will
agree that we had better do nothlng further at this end,
at least for the time belng.

Belleve me

Fal ully yours,

Enclosure
No. 679, October 23,
from Stockholm.



DES

This telegram must be Stockholm
closely parsphrased be-
fore being communicated Dated COctober 23, 1941

to anyone, (SC)
Rec'd 4:43 a,m., 24th.
Secretary of 3tate,

Washington.

679, October 23, 7 p.m.

STHIC TLY Oermeemiiieiele= ['OF THE UNDER SECRETARY.

In connection with your telegram 382, October
20, 8 p.m, and your telephone call from Prince Carl
Bernadotte, I feel you should be infomed of the
following:

The Belgo-Baltic Corporstion, of which Prince
Carl is managing direotor, is being consldered by
the British Government for inclusion in its statutory
1ist or its blacklist and the Swedish Government
haes strictly confidentially indicated to the British
thet 1t can of fer no reason for its non-inclusion
in the former, Fric Sigfrid Ericsson, menager of
the firm Bensin Penn Compeny, collaborates with
Belgo-Beltic end uses Prince Cerl for the trans-
sction of business desls requiring contect with
high officisls, Ericsson, long under the susplcion
of the British, has steted to & member of the staff
of this Legation thet he considers a Germen victory

in the



-2« 679, October 23, 7 pe.m. from Stockholm

in the wrr to be certain, emd Brlitlish Secret
Service reports show thoct while in Berlin re-
cently he showed his sympathies for the Germens and
expressed o desire to cooperate in establishing the
"new order" in Europe, He hes been involved in the
questionable trensaction of the Norweglen tanker
JANKO in Curaceo end in the sale of a ship in Con-
stanza to which the British object., He 1a in fre-
queat contact with Ohwlenz, & Germen who has bEEn
attempting to establish a news agency Radio Mundial
with the backing of the Germen Governmemt, He has
business cormections also with Henrlk Mannerfrid,

g Goteborg business man now believed to be in New
York, whose reputetion for straight dealing is

questi onable.

There is a possibility that Eriesson used Prince
carl to obtain the tolucl which the Swedish Govern-
ment needs for the navy with the idea that thls
transccti on might be a wedge to obtein at a later
date other meterials for his compeny or the Belgo=
Boltic, not for the Swedish Govemment,

It is understood thaet the Swedish Forelgn
Office is concerned over Prince Cerl's connect ons

with Ericeson; thet Prince Carl hes beEen warned but

does not



~3= 679, October 23, 7 p.m. from Stockholm

doEs, not wish to sscrifice the financlel remuners
ation he recelves, He for the present refuses to
sever his connection with Ericsson but pressure

particularly from members of the Royal Femily may

eventually force him to do so,

GREENE

HaM



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
October 25, 1941,

CONPEOMN P sl
MEMORANDUM FOR SUMNER WELLES:

Do not let anyone know that
you have seen this but bring it over
and talk to me about 1%,

F.,DR,
: - o s "".-\ ex T ,‘-_.']_'T
re Caribbean si , for Pres,
co i 1 information, Oct, 16
— 50
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I_‘L THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

‘11
pJ" £ : WASHINGTON
:JJF
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November 7, 1041

My dear Mr. Fresident;

In mccordance with the request containsd in
your memorandum of November 6, I am enclosing a
suggested reply for you to send to Weddell in
response to the telegram he sent to you undep
date of Hovember 1.

Bolleve me

Fa liy ¥

Enclosure;
Iraft telegram.

The President,
The White House.

b



CONF IDENTIAL

Hovember 7, 1041

ASERICAN EMBASSY
WADRIDW

CONFIDENTIAL POR TIE AMBASSADOR PROM THE PFRESIDENT.
I have already selected George Messersmith as
the successor to Ambassador Danlels. For the present
I fesl that your services would Le more valusble to
the Government in tLhe post where you now are because
of the personal contacts you have established and
because of the experience you have soquired during
these oritical days. My kindest regards.

USwgsId
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RADIOGRAM Nawi
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS. INC. 2

A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD — BETWEEN IMPORTANT U.S5. CiTiES

1 H .D.C..
RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE.. WASHINGTON. D. C Arhmu_snnnnnn TIME

WB10TJH ETAT WADRID 19 GHR 1 15610 o4l NOV | P
THE PRESIDENT
WHITEHOUSE WASH INGTON
| WOULD BE DEEPLY GRATEFUL IF | MIGHT BE CHOSEN TO SUCCEED DANIELSALEX WEDDELL

. Ta secure prompt actlon on Inquiries, this original RADIOGRAM should be pressnted at the office of
T.I.Fhﬂll.. Hﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂl zm R. C. A, COMMUNICATIONS, ?nﬂ, In ulnpnugu Inquiriea quote the numbar preceding the place of origin.
Form 11EWK—TD 197

[



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 14, 1041,
MEMORANDUM FOR ED FLYNN:

I meant to show ths enclosed to

you yesterday, but it slipped my mind,
This for your confidential information
and please return for my files,

F.D.R,

Transmitting letter which the President received
from Hon. Sumner Welles, 10/23/41, in re Mr.

Stephen A. Lynch of Miami, who was recommended by
Jimmie Rowe, on behalf of the Democratic National
Committee, for a diplomatic appointment, attached

to which is copy of letter which Mr. Welles received
from Sen. Claude Pepper, 10/23/41, giving his report
on Mr. Lynch.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ol AT,
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I want To sihiow this to Ed |
the next time he comes dow 1,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

JA—— Novanber 18, 1041,
MEMORANDLU irl T
JYCRUTAIY OF STATE AMD
UNDER fECTETALY OF STALE

I enclose sontidentlal memorandum
Juet received frow the Treasury. Perhaps
Caffery should be sunlidentinlly advised,

F.0.R,



November 17, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

With reference to your memorandum to the
Secretary of State and to myself of Noveuber 15
with which you enclose a confidentlal memorandum
from the Treasury Department, I have communicated
the contents of this memorandum to Ambassador Caffery
for his confidential information.

Believe me

Palthfully yours,

] 1]
3 A Yy
\ an ks

i L

Enclosure

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 5, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
TEE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

This may be of real

importance. I do not know.

F. D. R.

Letter to the President from
Secretary Morgenthau, dated
Dec. 4, 1941, ziving contents
of message from a German agent
in Brazil reporting to “+ermany
Nov. 17, 1941.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 5, 1941

lfy dear Mr., President:

With reference to your memorandum to me of Decem-
ber 5, enclosling a letter sent to you under date of
Decenber 4 by the Secretary of the Treasury, which in-
dicates that some member of the staff of our Embassy
in Rio de Janairq 1s turning over information to German
agents, I have today arranged for a representative of
the F.B.I. to be sent secretly Immediately to the Embas-
8y 1n Rio de Janeiro to conduet the necessary investiga-
tions.

I shall, of course, inform you of any results which
may be obtained.,
Belleve me

aidafully yours,

L

v

The President,
The White House,
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Dr. T.V. Soong to the Under Secrastary of 3tate (Wellen),

Waahington, December 12, 19%1.
Rerorts receipt of = cable fram Gener=l ChirmrKel-ghek expressing
the opinion that a Russlan deolaration of war ageinat Jap=zn 18

only = metter of %tinme.

Rglations of the United States, 1941, Vol. IV,

SEE: Forel
The Far Lemt, rage [4b.

[Oory forwarded by elles to FDR on Deo. 12, 1941)

RJ 12/7/56
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