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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dacember 22, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETAHY OF STATE

FOR YOUR INFPORMATION
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Memo in re

Forthcoming Conference at Rio de Janeiro

It 1s my belief that Spain's attitude in this War
will greatly affect the situation in the Latin-American
Republics. There is no doubt of = constent movement of
Nazl agents to these countries snd whose activities may
be far reaching. Special play has and will be meade upon
the religion of the people of these Republics. The great
mass are RHoman Catholies who are opposed to communism.
Efforts will be made to arouse anti-communistic attitude
to react against us. The visits of Cardinal Dougherty to
South Americe during the past two years, and the great
receptions tendered him show the depth of their feeling
when religious impulses are aroused. General Franco's
faelth will be used against us unless we take steps to
off-set this influence.

It 1s most important, therefore, that some of the
American delegates to Rio de Janeiro should be outstanding
Roman Catholics particularly interested in the ideals of
the President and this Administration.

M-FIDI
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 22, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR SUMNER WELLES:

The Yugoslavian Minister handed me the
enclosad December 20th. I have not the time
to go through it casrefully, but it relates to
the horrors of the German occupation of Yugo-
slavia. He suggested that I make a publie
statement which could be broadcast from Boston,
etc. (not by me personally, of course) strongly
deprecating these etrocities.

I am wondering if it would not be better to
have you and Donoven's office prepare six or
eight broadcasts, each one covering a specific
situation such &8 the Yugoslav, the Rumanian,
the Greek and Albanlian, the occupied Frange
the Belgium, the Dutech and the Norweglan. n-
stead of putting thesc in the first person,
something like this could be steted:

"The Pre.ident of the United Stztes is
deeply concerned by the reported situaticn in
and wlll always rexember the terrible
surferings, murders, imprisonment, etc. which
are being vislited among the innocent men, women
and children by the brutal Germun occupation.
He will always remember what these countries
are going through and the United Stutes will
use every effort to destroy the congueror and
restore self-government to these lands."

F.D.R.

Lengthy account of the sufferings of the
Yugoslav people as reported in letter of
Dec. 5th to the Pres. from Yugoslav Minister
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THE WHITE HOUSE |

WASHINGTON

December 22, 194l.

MEMORANDUM FOR
TIIE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SICNATURE.

F. D. R.

Cable from Dr. Edward Benes, Pres. of the
Czechoslovak Republic, to the President
of the U.S. Dec. 20 in which he asserts
that he is proud that the Czechoslovak
Republic is on the side of the Allies.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 29, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

Please talk with the Secretary
of State and with Lord Halifax in
regard to raising the Netherlands
to Embassy rank. I would favor it.
I understand the British in the
past were against it, but I think
the British and owrselves ought now
to do i1t simultaneously -- and as
quickly as possible.

You might think over the
question of raising the Norwegian
Legation also to Embassy rank. 1
do not know whether they really
would like this or not.

Let me know as soon as possible,

as I want to talk it over with Mr.
Churchill as soon as he gets back.

F- D. RI
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 29, 1941.

MEMORANDUK FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF CETATE

I hope you can expedite the
matter of the protection of
Curacao. If you cannot get a
definite answer by Tuesday night,
please prepare telegram for me

to send to Queen Wilhelnina.

F' D. R-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Deceuber 29, 1941,

wEMORANDUM FOR
THE UMDER EECRETAEY OF ETATE

TH: CHILF OF STAFF
Py READ AND RETUPE PUR

¥y FLILED.

F. D. R.

P.S. When you gave finished with
it will you send it to General
Marshall?
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e y F. D. R.

iy dear lr, Fresident:

1 took up with Lord Halifex tlis afternoon, in ac-
cordance with the request contalned in your memorandum
to me of today's date, the desirability of expediting
a declalon regarding owr protection of Curacao ani Aruba,

The Awbassador told me that he had just received a
cable from his Covermment saying that discussions between
tht «ltish and Dutch Goverrments were progressing rapid-
ly a 4 that the British Covermment hoped to be able to
give us a favorable reply in the immedlate future.

The /mbassadcr however stated that the British and
Dutch Governments were strongly opposed to the inclusion
by us, in the arrangements to be made, of a military com~
mission appointed by the Venesuelan Government, similar
to the commisslion appointed by the Drasilian Coverrment
when we took over the military protection of Surinam,

I told the imbassador that both because of the letter
and the spirit of our existing inter-American agreementa,

The President,
The White House,
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and notably those reached in llabana in 1940, this Govern=
ment would wish at least to go tlwrough the form of obtain-
in; the cooperatlion of the other American Jovernments in
matters of this kind, I said that no difficulty whatever
had been created Ly the appointment of a Brazilian mili-
tary misslion in the case of Surinam and I couldn't see
that any difficulty would be created 1f we showed the
courtesy to Venezuela of asking that Goverrnment to co=-
operate with us Iin the same way Iln the case of Curacao
end Aruba, loreover, having taken this action == which
had been warmly welcomed in Brazil and had created a

very favorable effect throughout the continent == in the
case of Surinam, 1! would be all the more resented by
Venezuela if we refralned from taking similar action 1n
her regard in the case of lslands lying only a few miles
off her shore.

Lord Halifax said he fully understood our positlion,
but expressed to me the hope that we would take this ls-
sue up directly with the Dutch Government since he felt
his own Forelgn Cfflice would only undertake the task in
a half-hearted and unsatlefactory way.

I am consequently transmitting a su; ested telegram
for you to send directly to the Jueen of the lNetherlands.



3=

If this telegram 1is satisfactory to you, I shall have
it sent off to Biddle immedlately.
Delieve me
Falthfully yowrs,

SUNMINER WELLES

Bnec,
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LONDOMN.

TRIPLE PRIORITY.
POR FIDDLE, NOTHERLANDS SERIES NO. .

ST -GONF ISR T AL

Please transmit the following message from the
President to Har Majesty the queen of the lletherlands:

QUOTE At my request the nritish Government some
ten days ego informed Your vajesty's Oovernment of the
willingness of the United States to msslst in the de=-
fense of the Islands of Curacao and Aruba 1in order to
make it possible for the net tish forces now uarding
those Netherlands possessions to be withdrawn for .
service elsewhere and because of the fact that Your
Najesty's forces overseas are now required to so large
an extent for service in the Netherlands Hast Indles,
which they are presently so gallantly defending.

As Your Majesty knows, the security of the lslands
of Curacao and Aruba 1s of vital importance to all of
us assoclated in the common struggle and it is in my
judgment imperative that steps additional to those
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already placed in effect should be taken immediately
aince the danger of some attack upon those islands is
increasing daily. As Your lajesty has already been
informed by the British Govermment, the basls of the
arrangement proposed would bLe entirely similar to

that agreed upon in the case of Jurinam and the local
administration of Curacao and Arwa would In no way be
int erfered with,

The British Govermment has informed me that nego-
tiations between Your lig] esty's Coverrment and the
British Covernment are proceeding rapldly and satis-
factorily end I trust that I may be very promptly ine
formed that an agreement has been reached.

In view of the urgency of the lituat:.an; however,

I should 1like to request that even prior to the conclu=-
sion of the formal agreement contemplated, Your lajesty's
Goverrment authorize the sending of slx American alrplanes
to Curacao at once in order to render additional mrotec-
tion against attack.

I likewlse urgently request Your Majesty's Governe
ment to invite the Covernment of Venezuela, on terms ami
under conditions similar to those relatin: to this .
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Govermnment, to participate in the defense measures con=
templated in Curacao and Aruba, Such an invitation would
contemplate merely the sending by Venezuela of & military
misslon composed of three officers simllar in every way,
insofar as authority and personnel are concerned, to the
military mission sent by Brazil to Surinam. In view of
exlsting inter-American agreements, this CGovernment be=-
1ieves it imperatively necessary that the Goverment of
Venezuela be requested,dt least nominally, in the manner
proposed, to cooperate with the United 3tates, Such a
step on the part of your Majesty's Covernment would avold
pesentment on the part of Venezuela, would forestall the
allegation which would otherwise be made by German propa=
gandists that the United States was occupying Curacao and
Aruba with a view to taking possession of those Dutech
colonies and would I.ll- it far easier far the Unlted States
to persuade the Covernment of Venezuela to take all
measures necessary to prevent sabotage and filibustering
expeditions from being organized within Venezuelan ter-
vitory.

I shall greatly appreciate a prompt response from
Your Majesty's Government wlth regard to these roposals
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in view of ny considered bellef that the situation in
the 1slands may be precarious unless these additional
defense measures are immedlately under taken, UN.UOTE
For youwr personal and confidential information
the British Government has informed this Uovernment
that both the British and Netherlands Governments are
opposed to this nominal participation by the Goverrment
of Venezuela in the proposed defense measures. Flease
Hetherlands
emphasize in any discussions you may have with the/Forelm
Minister the belief of this Goverrment that the participa-
tion,in the manner proposed, by Venezuela 1is imperative.
Such participation would of course be purely nominal
and would be merely a gesture, but it would be of in-
caleulable importance in preventlng misunderstandings
and susplcions on the part of the other iAmerican e pub=
1ics that the Unlted States had imperalistic deaigns
in undertaking the protection of these Duteh colonles.
The President is deeply concerned by the de.ay
which has alr eady taken place in clearing the proposed
agreement with the letherlands Goverrment., Flease do

your utmost to e xpedite a satlisfactory end final reply.
Each day that passes makes the situation more dangerous.

U3W:DMK 0. K.

FI Dl Ri



| M THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 30, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

The Minister of the Netherlands has eent me a
memorandum regarding the situation at the Surabaya
Naval Base which reads as follows!:

"The following observations were made by the
Governor General of the Netherlands Indles:

"The importance of Sourabaja as a Naval Base
in the Far Eastern defenee system comee more and
more to the front in view of the following clroum-
getances!

1) The strategio situation and the unfavorable
change in the balance of power 1n the Pacifloe.

2) The faot that surface vessels and naval planes
of the United States Asiatic Fleet are now
based on Sourabaja.

It 18 therefore of the greatest importance and very
urgent that Sourabaja be kept, that the approaches
be improved, the equipment extended and the defences
strengthened.

"Work on the dredging of the western entrance
continues unabated. At present the following results
have been obtalned.

"The
The Freeident,

The White House.
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"The Channel ie now 100 meters wide and 8
meters deep at low water Spring tide and 10-1/2
meters at high water. Battleships of the Revenge
type can already enter the port at high water tide.
Work on a new port for battleshipes le contlnulng.
Work on the DjJamoeang Reef hes made 1t po=sible
to place there the 156 c.m. gune of the H.N.M.S.
"Heemskerk®, but heavy guns are not avallable.

"The fact that the United States Fleet 1ls,
and most likely in the future also the British Fleet
will be, making use of our Sourabaja Naval Base,
will undoubtedly be a very strong reason for our
Allies to make the greatest effort to dellver %o
this Naval Base all the material 1t requires.
Washington, D. C., 26 December 1941."

I have also sent coples of this memorandum to the
Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy.
Falthfully yo ’
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