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WASHINGTON 

December 22, 1941. 
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Uemo in re 

Forthcoming Conference at Rio de Janeiro 

It i s my belief that Spain' s attitude in this War will greatly affect the situation in the Lat in-American Republ ics. There is no doubt of a constant movement of Nazi agents to these countries and whose activities may be tar reaching . Special pl ay has and will be made upon the religion of the people of these Republics . The great mass are Roman Catholics who are opposed to communism. Efforts will be made to arouse anti-communistic attitude to react against us . The visits or Cardinal Dougherty to South Am.erica during the past two years, and the great receptions tendered him show the depth of their feeling when religious impulses are aroused . General Franco ' s fa i th wi ll be used agai nst us unless we take steps to off-set this infl uence . 

It is most important , therefore, that some of the American delegates to Rio de Janeiro should be outstanding Roman Cat holics part icularly i nterested in the ideals of the President and t his Administration . 

M. F. D. 

J, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 22, 1941. 

l~ORANDUM FOR SUMNER VIJ.i.l..LES: 

The Yugos lavian Minister handed me the 
enclos ed December 20th. I have not the t~• 
to go through it ca refully, but it rela tes to 
the horrors of the Germa n occupation ot Yugo­
slavia. He s uggested tha t I make a :;>ublic 
statement which could be broa~caat from Boston, 
eto. (not by me personally, or cours e) strongly 
deprecat ing t hese atrocities. 

I am wonderine if it would not be better to 
have you and Donovan's office prepare six or 
eight broadcasts , each one coTering a specific 
situat ion such es the YugoslBv, the Rumanian, 
the Greek and Albanian, t he occupied Franoef 
the Belgium, t he Dutch and the N~rwegian. n­
stead or putting t hes e 1n the firs t person, 
something like this could be sta ted: 

"The Pr e.:ident of t he United St ates is 
deeply ooncernod by the r eported s ituation in 

and wi l l always re~ember the torrible 
sufferings, murder s , imprisonment, e t c. which 
are being Tisited amo~ the innocent men , women 
and children by the brUtal Germun occupation. 
He will alway~ remember what t hese countries 
are going t hrough and the United States will 
use every effort t o destroy the conqueror and 
restore self-government to t hes e lands." 

F.D.R. 

Lengt~aocount of t he sufferings of the 
Yugoslav people as reported in letter of 
Dec . 5th to the ~res . from Yugoslav Minister 



THE W HITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

Decembor 22, 1941. 

lfEYORA.'H>U'.i FOR 

TIIB UliDER SECRETARY OF STA'l'.tl 

FOR PREPARATIOrl OF IIEPLY 

FOR MY SIGNATURE. 

F. D. R. 

Cable from Dr . Edward Benes , Pres . of the Czechoslovak Republic , to the Presi dent of the U.S . Dec . 20 in which he a sserts that he is proud that the Czechoslovak Republic is on the side of the Allies . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NGTON 

December 29, 19~1. 

MEMORANDUY FOR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

Please talk with the Secretary 
of State and with Lord Halifax 1n 
regard t o r aia1ng the Netharlanda 
to Embaasy rank. I would favor it. 
I uaderstand the British i n the 
past were against i t , but I think 
the British nnd ourselves ought now 
t o do 1 t simul taneoualy -- and as 
quickly as poas1ble. 

You might think over the 
question of raidng the Norwegian 
Legation alao to Embassy rank. I 
do not lmow whether they really 
would like this or not. 

Let me know aa aoon aa poea1ble, 
as I want to talk it over with Mr. 
Churchill as aoon Ill be gets back. 

F. D. R. 

' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGT ON 

December 29, 1941. 

IJEldORANDOlL FOR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF £TATE 

I hope you can expedite the 

matter of the ~rotoct1on of 

CUracao. If you cannot get a 

def1n1 t e answer by :rueaday night, 

please prepa~o tele~raa f or .. 

t o a end t o Queen Wilhelmi.Da. 

F. D. R. 



THE WHITE HOU S E 

WASHINGTON 

te~e~ber 29, !9~1 . 

~·:tJR IIIDW FOR 

7HE um;n ; r.CR.'"TJJ-.Y J F f TATIS 
-:r~ cun; Ol-' sTAF·F 

'!\) Rf./U> /,Jill Rr TUPH i.'\JR 

F. D. R. 

P. S. When you gave fini shed with 
i t will you send it to General 
Jlarshall? 



s . w. 

O.K. 
December 20, 1041 

F. D. R . 

t:r doa.r ;.~ . rreoidon t 1 

I took up with Lord l!a11fax tbie arternoon, 1n a c­

cordance witn tho ro~oat conta ined in your ~orandum 

to t\8 or today 1s d ate , the desirability or exped iting 

a doois1on ~e~ard1ng our protection ot Curacao and. Aruba . 

Tbe Auiba~sador told 1n that ho had jUil t received a 

cable t r om h is Government s ayinG tha t d1scuaa1o~ betwoon 

tbt ~ltish and Dutch Oovernoonts were procressin~ rap i d-

ly a .d tha t t he British Government hoped to be able t o 

c;l ve us o. !'avorab1e replf 1n the 1llii:ledl a to f uturo. 

The /w'llbasanc1ar however Etllto<l. t.h o t tbe Dr1t1ah o.nd. 

Dutch Ooverntlento wol'o a troncl;.r opposed to t7lo inclusion 

by us , i n the arran;:;emonta to be -de, o f a military- com­

mission appointed by Lhe 'lenu uehn Go vernment , similar 

to the comm1u1on appoi nted by the Oraailian Oove rn:nen t 

when we took over the mi l itary pr o t ec t ion ot Surinam. 

I told the 1111baaaador that bot h b ec auae or the l etter 

and the spi r i t of our exilltinJ inter - American &l)reementa , 

The Preeident , 

The White nouee . 

A 
I J II 



- 2 -

and notab ly thos e r eached i n lla bma in 19 40 , t his Govern­

ment would willh nt lenst to Go through the fo rm o! obta1n-

1Z'lu tho cooperation or tho othe1• All:o r 1c: an Ooveri\Clonto in 

mo.ttors of U1is k ind , I s aid that no diff icul ty >Jhatever 

hnd boon creatod by tile appoi ntment of a Brazilian mill­

tory n 1s slon 1n tho cnse o1' !lur1 na.m and I couldn ' t soe 

t ha t any cl1ft1culty woulu b e crea t ed u· \78 showed t he 

courtesy to Venozuola of ask1n~ that Govern~ent to co­

operate with Ul! i n the SlllM way in tho case of Curaca o 

e.nd f.rub a , Uoreover, h av11'1(; taken thlo o.c t1on - - which 

had b een warmly welcomed 1n Brazil and bad created a 

vory favorable effect throuehou t the conti nent - - i n the 

co.se of Zur1nam, H woul cl be all tho moro rosontod by 

Venezuela i f we refrnlnod from takinz s~lar action in 

he r rec ard i n t ho ease or il!lande l yinu only a fa~ miles 

off her shore. 

Lord Ulllifax s aid he tully understood our poe 1 t.ion, 

but expressed to me the hope that we would tAke th11:1 is ­

sue up d lrec tly with the Dutch ()overnment a inc e ho !'el t 

h 1a own Fore1BU 0ff1oe would only undertake the t aak i n 

a h alf- hearted and unaatiefactory way, 

I am consequently tranam1tt1nc a su~gested t e legram 

for you to s e nd directl y to the Q.ueen o r th o l:et11erlande . 



/ 
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/ 

, 

- ;)-

It th1a telo::;re 1s satisfactory to you, I shAll !.ave 

it aent ott to 31ddle 1~d1ately. 

llol1ovo me 

c aithtully yourc , 

SUJ:llER ','IELLE3 

~c. 

• 



'l'niPL. l"liORI':Y, 

' 
FO:l ~1 DOLE 1 ll'7:!l:JU.A!<::>S :l EIU ES 110 , - - ----

S'i'!H9'i'fl1' 9 611l"!b ~lft/1.1'n 

l'leue tr&nllllll t tile tollaw 1na meaoaee t r = t ho 

? rea1dent t o Her l.!& jea ty tho '4\l.een o t' the Uethor l a n.ls: 

~UOTE At my r oquea t the Br 1tiah Oovor nmont somo 

ten days Q{;O intormod Your " o j os t y 1 a Gov ernmen t ot' tho 

wi llincnoaa or the Unit ed s t ntea to aaa la t i n tho d o­

tor. • ot tho I slo.ncla or Curaca o and Aruba 1n or d er to 

mlllle i t poaa1blo tor tllo !lrt t il h t or oea nmr .,.u ar .lL"'[; 

thoa e lleth or landa poa auaionc t o b e w1 thdrown tor 

aorvioe ola owhere anJ beoaua e or tho f act tha t lfour 

Unjeoty ' a t or cee overaeaa are n ow r equired to so l arco 

an extcmt for oervioe in tho tlot hor l anda East : ndloe , 

whi ch they are preaent lr a o c allant lr dotend1nc:;. 

All Your Vajeaty lmowa , the security or t ho lelanJa 

or Cura ca o a nd Aruba is ot v i tal inpartanco t o al l o~ 

\&1 auooiated 1n the oCDDOn a t rue;_lo o.nd it 1a i n r:r:1 

judoaen t .llnperat ivo that atepa addi tional to t hoao 
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alroaa.r placed 1n effec t should be t aken il:utd1o.tely 

e1nce the d&n<;or of aa:te at t ack upon thoao 1111 and!! 1s 

1ncroo.a1n.:: daily. AI Your l'ajosty has already boon 
i nformed by ~he 3r l t1sh Ooverncont , tho baa lo or tho 

arraneet10nt proposed would bo entirely s1m1lo.r t o 

that ao-ced upon 1n tho case or Jurlnc:s and the local 

adm1n1a trat1on or Curacao and Arl.b a wou1d J.n no Vlay bo 
interfer ed wlth. 

'Ibo Br1t1ah Oovern:nont has informed 1110 that no~o­

tiationa between Your loleJ eaty 1a Oovern:ncnt and tho 

Bri tlah Goyernment are proo eed.l~ rapidly and aat1s­

raotor1ly and I tru1t that I =-1 b e very p romptly ln­

ro~d that an agreement hal been roached, 

In view or the uraoncy or tbo a1tuat1.on, however, 
I ahou1 c1 11lcc to requeet t'bllt even prior t o tho conclu­

aion or the f orz:aal aaree-~ ccntomplated, Your 1:ajosty ' s 
Govorrmont authorize the aendine or a1x Auorico.n a1rplo.nca 
to Curacao at onco 1n order to rendar ndd1tional rrotce­
tion acainat attack, 

I 11kow1ae ureently requoet Your 10ajoaty 1a Govern­
mont to i nvito t h o Government or Vonozuola, on terllUJ am 
under cond1t1ona a11111lar t o t hou rolat1n;:; t o this 



/ 

Government, t o pa rticipate in the detenoo meaeurea con­

templated in Curacao and Aruba. Such an invitation would 

contemplate ceroly tho aen1i ng b:r Vonnuola of a military 

m14aion ocmpoaed or three ofticere a1ailar in every way , 

insofar as authority and poraonnol are concerned, to the 

military m1aa1on sent by Bzoaz il to Suritwll. In view ot 

ex1ating 1ntel"-Amer1oan agre-ontl, ·this Goverlllllllnt bo­

lievoa it 1aperativoly neoeaaary that the Government of 

Venezuela be roquoated,at lout n0111nall.7, i n the mmner 

proposed, t o cooperate with the Vnit ed States. Suoh a 

atop on t he part or your l!ajeaty's Government would avoid 

roaent .. nt on the part or Venezuela, would foroatall tho 

allegation which would otborwiae be made by German propa­

gandiata that tho United ~tatea waa occupyi nc Curaoao and 

Aruba with a view to taktns poa aeaaion or those Dutch 

coloniea and would aU. it f ar eu1or ttr tho trn1tod Statoa 

t o porauedo the Oovern.ent or VOMz:UOla to take all 

moaaurea nooeuary to o;revont sabotage am t111buatortnc 

oxpod1tiona from bolns orGanized within Venezuelan tor­

r1to!7• 

I shall greatlr appreo1ate a prc.wt reaponao from 

Your U&jeatr'• Government wi t h reuard to thoae proposals 



i n view o£ ~ conaiderod bol1at that the situation 1n 

the islands m~ b e proce.r1oua unless tlleao additional 

defense nouur .. are ils:lodiatoly undortalaln . tm .. liO:E 

For your por1onal m d con!'1dontial informat i on 

tho Ilrit1ah Government baa 1n!'ormed th1a Oovornmont 

that bot h the Ilrltiah and lletherl &nda Governments are 

opposed to th11 nominal participati on by the Govor rmont 

of Vener.uela 1n tho proposed detenee moasuroa . Please 
:.other lands 

e1:1phaah:o in any d1a cusa iorus you may have w1 th tho.(Poro1r;n 

.:1n11 tor the belief of th1a Governnont that tho part1c1pa ­

t1on_ i n tho manner propoao<S. b y Venez uela 111 imperative . 

Such participation would or course bo purely ~aminal 

and would be 110rol7 a sosturo, but it would bo or 1n­

caloulablo in!port ano • in proven t1nn m1D un:icr o t o.nd1rcs 

an1 s ua p1o1ons on the po.rt o£ the other J.morican .epub­

l 1o• that tho Unl tod 3 tatea had i=peral i s t1c desiana 

1n un1ar tald.n.., tho protection of thoao Dutch colon! <Is . 

~e President 11 deeply concerned b7 the de: ay 

whi ch has alr oady talcen place in cloar11lG tho pz-oi)Oood 

agroaaent with tho llotherlanda Goororraont. Please do 

your utmoat t o • xpod1to a aat11factory and f inal reply. 

Each day that passes makes the s ituation more danger ous. 

UsSflsD!.!It 0 . K. 

F. D. R. 
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(.; WASHINGTON 

December 30 . l 9 H 

Xr dear Xr . Preaident: 

The Miniater of the letherlanda hea eent •• a 

aeaorandua regardiQg the situation at the Surabara 

la•al Baae whioh reada aa followe: 

1The following obaer•ationa were aade br the 
Go•ernor General of the letherlanda Indiea: 

1 Tbe 1aportance of 8ourabaJa aa a la•a1 Baee 
in the Far laatern defenee •r•tem coaea aore and 
more t o the front in •iew of the fo l lowiag oiroua­
atanceal 

1 ) The atrategio aituatioD and the unfa~rabla 
ohaage in the balance of power iD the Paoifio. 

2) The taot that aurfaoa •e•aela and na•al planee 
of the United Stataa Aeiatio Fleet are now 
baaed on SourabaJa. 

It ia t harefore of the greateet ianortance and •err 
urgent that SourabaJa be kept, that the approaohea 
be iapro•ed, the equipaent extendad and the defen••• 
atraacthenad. 

•work on the dredging ot the weatarn entrance 
oontinuea unabated . At preaent the folloWing r .. ulte 
ha•e bean obtained. 

The Preai4ent, 

The White Houee. 



1!he Channel ie now 100 aetera wide and 8 
aetere deep at low water Spring tide and 10-1/2 
aetere at high water. Battleeh1pa ot the ReTenge 
trpe oan a l read7 enter the port at high water tide. 
Work on a new port tor battleeh1pe ie continuing. 
Work on the DJaaoeang Reet hae aade it possible 
to place there the 1& o .a . gun• ot the H.N.M . s . 
1 Heeaekerk 1 , but he&TJ gune are not aTailable . 

1 The t aot that the United State• Fleet 1e, 
and aoet likelr in the tuture aleo the Brit1eh Fleet 
will be, aaking uee ot our SourabaJa NaTal Baee, 
will undoubtedlr be a TerJ etrong reaeon t or our 
All1ee t o aake the greateet ettort to del1Ter to 
thle l aTal Baee all the aater1al .it requiree. 
Waeh1ngt on, D. C., 26 December 19,1. 1 

I baTe aleo eent oopi ee ot th1e aeaorandua t o the 

Secretarr ot War and the Seoret&rJ ot the NaTJ. 

Fai thtull7 70 

~oret&rJ 
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