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‘ql THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
! WASHINGTON

January 3, 1942

My dear lr. Fresident:

For vour information, I an sending you a briefl
memor andum of a conversation I had this morning with
the Ninlster of Switzerland.

T shall inform you of any further report whilch
the liinilster may later make to me.

Believe me
a

YA

The Fresident,

The White House.



SUBJECT:

PARTICIPANTS:

COPIES TO:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:
January 3, 1942

Desire of Swiss Minister to discuss with Frince
Ctto of "urtemberg infommation obtained by
Frince Otto re ing German peace proposals

Swiss Minister, Mr. Charles Bruzgman;
Under Secretary, Nr. Welles

The Fresident, S, PA/D, Eu

The Swiss Minister came to see me this morning
at his request, having asked for an urgent appointment
upon an "unofficial matter”.

The Minister sald that two days agc he had been
approached by frince idolph Schwarzenberg, who is now
living in the United States an! who 1s married to a
sister of the UGrand Duchess of Luxembowrg. Frince
Adolph was one of the largest lendowners in Cermary
until he was forced to emigrate when his propertles
were conflscated by the liazis,

The Minister stated that Frince Adolph had said
to him that Prince Ctto of wurtemberg, a Benedictine
monk, who had some yeara agoc been forced to flee from
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Germany and who 1s now living in a monastery in Washing-
ton, had recelved word in the last few days from s group
of Germans in Switzerland that they were anxious to of=
fer German peace proposals. The lilnister stated that he
was glven to understand that this group of Germens in
Swltzerland were largely Davarians who spoke for a sec=
tion of the Naz! Party and possibly for an olement of the
German army. The Minister said that Frimce Otto was a
son of Duke Albert of iurtemberg, a cousin of Jueen Mary
of England and of the Jueen of the Netherlands anl was =&
man of very high reputatlon.

The purpose of the Minlster's visit was to lnquire
whether I saw any objectlion teo his talking with “rince
Otte of Wurteuberg in order tc ascertaln the nature of
the informatlion whlch he had recelved,

I sald to the Minlster that as le well knew, the Cove
ermment of the Unlled itates was nobt lnterested In any

peace proposals and that the iresident of the United
States, speaking for the Amerlcan people, hiad officlally
announced thal the objective of the United states was the
complete and final defeat of Hitlerism. The Minlster
interjected to say tlat he had referred to thls of iis
own initlative in speaking with Prince Adolph chwarren-
berg. I went on to say that if the Kinilster decided
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that 1t wouwld bLe of interest for him to talk with FPrince
Otto of Wurtemberg in order to find out the information
whlech he had recelved, I should be very glad to have the
Minister tell me the results., I sald, however, that I
wished to make 1t completely clear that the ¥inister in
my auch conversation was not authorized by me, and
should consequently not intimste that he had even dis-
cussed the question with me nor should he give any in-
dieation to Frince Otto of Wurtemberg that any infoma-
tion which the latter might give the Minister would be
passed on to any suthorities of the Covermment of the
United States.

The Minlster said that he would adopt exactly this
line of procedure and would let me lmow anything of in-
terest that he could ascertain.

UtSWiDNK



January I, 1942

¥y dear My, Fresident:

For your information, T am sending you a bpief
memor andum of a conversation I had ‘his morning with
the Kinlster of Swltzerland,

I shall inform you of any further report which
the Kinlster may later male to me.

Jelieve me

Faithfully yours,
SUMNER WELLES

Enc,

The Fresident,
The White louse,
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My dear Mr. President:

There 1e enclosed a copy of A memorandum dated Decem-
ber 27, 1941 from the Folish Ambaseador, Mr. Ciechanowski,
containing information regarding the formation of a Polish
Armed Force in Russia and requesting under instructions of
Frime Ninister Sikorski that consideration be given to
insuring Poland a place squal to that of Huseia and China
in sny alignment of Allled or Assooiated Fowers.

¥r. Clechanowski has been informed that a copy of
thls memorandum has been brought to your attention ae
requested by him,

Faithfully yours,

a2 Wmileg
Enclosure!
From Follish Aabeaseador,
December 27, 1941,

The President,
The White Houee.

Unaginell trvs e
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Iljfl THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 13, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

I =m sending you herewith a translatlon of a
letter dated February 6 which I have recelved from
Dr. Damonte Taborda, one of the opposition deputles
in the Argentine Congrese and who was & member of the
group of Argentine deputles which recently visited the
United States.

I believe you will find this letter interesting,
and perticularly the second paragraph on page two,
which desls with one of the cuestions that came up
for discussion in the Cabinet meeting today.

Belleve me

aitNgfully yours,

dooses

Enec.

The Presldent,
The White House.



(TRANSLATION)
February 6, 1942

Mr., Sumner Welles:
Illustricue friend:

The glorlous manifestation of "living forces"
stubbornly organized by the totalitarian heads of the
Government to give a triumphal welcome to the
"congueror" &t Rio, Mr., Rulz Guifiazd, did not have as
many ae two hundred pereons, despite which fact he gave
8 beautiful addrees to his decimated admirers. The
watchword 1e that Caetillo imposed his point of view
on all America, The press 1s gagged. Political pro-
pageanda before the elections of March 1 1s severely
controlled snd censored. But the truth opens way for
iteelf, slowly and inexorably. Thie will be the
principal objective of Radicaliem, in ite campaign
which 18 to begin in the Federal capitel next week.

Until now no one has spoken - no one has been able
or elee has had the spirit to do 8o - diesenting from
Castillo's international poliecy. The socialiste -
alwaye medlocre - have not dared to come out unmistake-
ably for rupture. I shall have the honor next week,
and it will be the "slogan" of the campaign.

The Minister of War, Tonazzl, is very uneaey about

the
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the armement drive of the neighbore, He talked sharply
to R, Guitiazd about it. He replied to a message of
mine, expressing eimilarity of viewpolnte. I shall see
him this afternoon at four. The legallet generale are
etill more alarmed.

The Minlester of Marine does not hide his dlepleasure
with the United States. But he states clearly that the
United States has been opposed chiefly because 1t 1ls
upheld by England, I shall see the Britlsh Ambassador.
Hie position, before going to Rio, was one of frank
alarm at the Government'e totalitarian poeition. And
the same Ambassador - Sir Owey - sald to me: I do not
understand how the United States can have such limitless
patlence. Sir Owey aleo introduced me to Mr. Evelyn B,
Baring, cousin of Lorda Hallfax, who asked the English
ambassador in the United Statee if he could travel through
Latin America as an observer., He ls & frank man, -He
etatee that England is only interested in Argentine meat
and, 8o far as possible; in preserving lte customers
and markets in America in order, so far as ls humanly
poesible, to prevent the United Statee from absorbing
them,..This is logical, #Sut if that English interest
becomee rigid, 1t may come to a clash with that of the
4] d 8 hing a a ch I

absolutely
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absolutely impoesible. There are men like Mr, Castillo's

alde-de-camp who assert that the Argentine Government

is not interested in armse purchases in the United Etates,
selince it can meke them whenever 1t wishes in Germany and
Italy. But serious people, in order to counteract the
impression of Rio, use the argument about England, not
only as & support, but as an advantage to our old cus-
tomers,..The argument 18 constantly recelving encourage-
ment. And 1t 1e becoming diestorted. +‘he former Argentine
Ambasesador in London, Mr, Le Breton - whom you know - hae
heard the same argument, Le Breton ie on the line of
resistance. Where Finedo, Jullo Roca, Julio Noble and
the huge majority of the country are. I belleve that
thie "English danger" may deserve attention, eince you
know that in Argentina the interest of the stock-raisers
ie usually the most intolerant, and any injury to their
intereste will help those who are fighting to overthrow
Castillo.

Your statemente made yesterday, cerried by the
Associated Prese, concerning the entry of citizens of
the Axis countriee into Argentina, were very opportune,
eince the Investigeting Commiesion ie considering it
right now, particularly as respects the border with Brazil.

The
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The Governor of Hio Grande do Sul is very worrlied about
this exodus. I will talk to Tonazzi about thie also.
And about the complications which it might cauee in our
forelgn relaticns,

The Government ie taking a seriees of measures
regarding exportation. Among them, the naming of an
Investigating Commiesion in the Minletry of the
Interior, the chairman appointed belng Mr. Castells,
whose law office defended the sallors from the "Graf
Spee" who fled from Martfn Garcfa - a matter which had
repercusslons in the Chamber of Deputies. The only
vieible action of thie Commiesion has been to suppress
the communist newspaper "La Hora". |

The Government will go to any excess in the March 1
election to asesure its majority in the Chamber of
Deputles, and will thus have ite policy at Rlo de
Jeneiro approved,

The Government 1e preparing federal interventlons
in the two provinces still governed by Radicallesm, -
Entre Rfos and Cdrdoba.

Plecse accept (etec.)
DAMONTE TABORDA

TR:AVA:MH
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February 21, 1942

T ' Ilf,'
Ky dear Mr. Fresident: >< lyghgfﬂé{h-
I am returning to you herewith David Grny'sg

letter to you of January 27,

In reply to the specific inquiries contolned in
Your memorandum!

(2) To embergo oil products to countries not
recelving l-cge-lend ald would prevent oll shipments
reaching Spain and Portugal, which would be contrury
to our present poliey--a poliey regarding which the
British are psarticularly insistent and which I believe
to be wise under present conditions.

I think it would be unwiese to place any specific
emberge on oll products te Ireland.

(b) We have previously stated that we would do
what we could to assist Ireland in obtalning food-
stuffs. If we insist that unarmed neutral ships--
namely, Irish ships--must be kept outelde of American
convoye, it would probably defeat our own purpos- as

above stated,

The President
The Whilte House.
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I have informed Genersl Marehall of Mr, Gray's
suggestion in regard to lialson between the American
and British forces on the one hand, and Irish forces
on the other, You may wish to send speoific insirue-
tione, through him, to the Americsn commanding offilcer.
I think it would be helpful.

Believe me

Faithfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

Enc.



February 22, 1942,

Ay dear ¥r, President:

The Administrator of Shilpping hee now advieed the
Departuent of State that the 2.5, Lprazil will not be
avallable $o be weed for the exchange of diplomsate.

At the time the Departaent vas notifled, 1% waes Shought
thet similsr nocommointions, poeslbly on two smaller
boate, might be arranged, This now apoears to be
leprsotieal of arrsngement, In oconsecuense, the Daparti-
ment 1p foeed with the reourrence of a sroblem for whiech
1t 1g very 41ffloult %o find p solution, =n' therefore

1 am presenting to you an altermative suggestion,

The “wedlsh Government hss of fered to charter us
the 5.2, Drottingholm, mow lying in Odteborg harbvor,
"weden. It hos the dlsadvaniages of flying = neutral
flag and of belng sanned by persons not ultimately in
the oontrol of the Ameriean Governuent. It la of ocourse

sdvisable
The Presldent,
The “hite House,
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advisable that on a voyage of this kind the veasel be
under the control of the American Govermment,

On the other hand the vessel is available and has
a normal passenger capacity of 972 persons. Two hun-
dred more persons might be accommodated on cots, or a
total approximate capaclty of 1,172. The maximum nume
ber we will probably need will be a vessel for 1,400,
How it will be pared down from 1,400 teo 1,172 1s not
now apparent.

The Department has been planning upon the depar-
ture from the Unlted States on the trip to Lisbon for
the first week of April. About five weeks would elapse
before that date. It will take nearly a month to make
the arrangements for safe conducts and the multitude of
other necessary detalls in connection with a voyage of
this character. Consequently 1t becomes urgent for the
Department to have some definite allocation of shipping
which will be used for the two exchanges, one wvoyage to
Lisbon and the other voyage to Lourengo Marques with the
Japanese and to get Joe Orew.

If you see no objection in view of the circumstances
I have indicated, may I have your authorization to inform
the Administrator of Shipping that this suggestion neets

with
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with your approval 1n order that he may make the proper
arrangemants to charter the Drottingholm and place that
vessel at the disposal of the Department of State for
the duration neceasary to affect a complete exchanpe of
all the diplomatic and consular personnel involwed.
Balieve me
Paithfully yours,

Bumner Welles



;
!
A

February 24, 1942

My dear Mr. Presldent:

From many quarters the Department !s being urged to
encourage 4 "Pree Italy" movement embodled in a committee
headed by Jount Carleo Sforsa. A careful review indicates
him as the outatanding anti-Pasclst leader; no other
leadsr is 1in sight.

The pollitical adventages of having a custodian for
antl-ixis Itallan sentiment are obvious. It would stiffen
Itallan-Ameriocsn sentiment; it mi ht be of use in galva-
nilsing anti-Axis elements in Italy; it could be of dis-
tinot use in mobiliszing some tw hundred thousand Italian
prisonsrs held in the Near East and India. Practically
everyons we have oonsulted agrees with thls, Including
5111 Phillips.

Imnediately after there would probably emerge the
queation of the possible arganisation of sn Itallan
legion whose immedliate effect would bs more political
and payclologloal than military, though 1t mi ht prove
a useful nucleus.

The President,
The wWhite House.
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Sforza ls acceptable to the Eritish who have, indeed,
encouraged him in considerable degree already.

Donovan's people, 0.F.F. and State agree. The War
Lepartment has no opinion but is chary of organizing
forelign legions until the equipment situation 1s easler.

Eelleve me

Falthfully yours,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

ho Morch 2, 1942

My dear Mr., President:

I have read with much interest Herbert Pell's
letter to you of February 10. In accordance with
the redquest contained in your memorandum of Febru-
ary 27, I am returning his letter herewith.

Belleve me

1thfully yours,

-

Enc.

The President,
The White House.



Lisbon, Portucal
February 10, 1942

Ny dear M¥r. President:

1 have been for a_most two ﬁnnths practical-
ly out of touch with the United E£t.tes. After Hitler
declared war our only meins of cummu’ieation was by tele-
phone to Berne, frow whence our messages were cabled to
Washington. 4s all of our conversations were _.istened to
by the Germans and Hungarians, it would have been manifest-
ly unwise to send anytiing confidential or to ask for any
detailed instructions. This threw the responsibility of
most decisions, und of all important ones, on me.

When relations were broken the Hungarian Prime
Minister told me that he thought we would leave tHungary in
a4 couple of weeks. The  rocess of arranging for a special
train to Lisbon and getting the necessary visas took some-
thing over a month, although I did everything that was pos-
sible to hurry them, as I wus afraid that the Germans would
force the gungarians to keep us under restraint as nostages
for a very long time. 1 was respcnsible for about twenty

five Awericans connected with the Legation.
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I arrived in Budapest last spring in a

gemall car with uvractically no baggage, but uany of
the staff had wost of thelr possessions there. 1
felt that the retention of their groperty in Hungary
durin: the war would be a serlous hardship for them,
s0 1 insisted on adequute baggage accomwodations to
transport their things. Frou beginnin. tc end the
Hungarian Government was extremely courteous ind help-
ful but, .ike any other, reauired continual prodding.
A few days before we left, the Germans actually did pro-
test, but fortunately arvangements had .one so far they
did not press their demand and force the /lungarians to
recede {row their agreeumwent with me.

I aw happy to say that my Legation was the
first to arrive at Lisbon, and I imagine wil.i be the only
one which was able to get here without serious sacrifice
of personal property.

The Hungarian attitude was peculiar and if it
nad not been so pathetic would have been ridiculously
funny. For over a month after the declaration of war
members of the Legation, .nd their wives and children,
went freely around Budapest--not one of them saw a single
sign of hostility and each was frequently a center of
friendly discussicn. It was impossible to go into a store
without being surrcunded by the shop reople and customers,

orofusely expressing regret aut the course which had been



forced on their country. We all received presents,
messages and visits. My own rooms looked like a
florist shop. The day after the declaration of war
8 dungarian.officer in uniform called on me. At one
time or another I received sympathetic visits from
mewbers of Lhe Government, the Cardinal Patriarch,
three out of four wembers of the Habsburg family
resident in Hungary, business leaders, und all but one
of the dungarian aristocrats of my acquaintance. Tuey
were sll outspoken in their feelings. This performance
was carried to sucn length that the Geruan Legation pro-
Lested, znd we were told that our entire Legation would
be wmoved to a hotel on the Islund in the widdle of the
Danube. Finally it was agreed, ns I wa& the most consoic-
uous, that I should a.one be made the scapegoat and be
asked to remain incommunicado in my roocams at the Ritz. I
was left, of course, the privilege of coumunicating with
the Legation. I accepted these conditions because I
thouiht 1t was lmportant to have the staff free to move
in the city if possible, und also because I did not wish
unduly to arouse nostility which might effectively defer
our departure.

I was & nappy man .nen I saw Nice through the
car window and realized that I had the Axis behind me.

Now that I have brought tihe Legation to Portugal safely,



e

without suffering or loss, I feel that my responsibil-
ity is pretty well ended.

1 do not know when we will pet to America,
or when it will be possible to see you, or even to
communicate with you again, so I aum taking advantage
of asmbassador Weddel 1's American flight to tend this
letter, for the length of which I apologize.

A great many Hungarians told me that superior
German officers with whom they had talked, expressed no
hope of ultimate Cerman victory und seemed to be con-
sidering the possibility of a serious defeat. I have
Just neard the same thing expressed by u £wiss business
man who has been dealing with German industrialists. I
think there is no doubt th:t we can look forward with
absolute certainty to to a victory as complete as we want
to make it. Frankly, I hope that we will make it very
complete indeed.

I fear that Europe will have to be rebuilt
practically from the ground up, You wust not think of
tne German policies from the point of view of an intel-
ligent statesman. In considering the course of the Nazi
Government you will get less and less help frow your
knowledge of economics or of politics and should rely
more ind wore on what you know of mental aberration. It
is by no means impossible that in ctheir retreat, in the

face of final defeat, the Germans will destroy every city
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in that part of Europe which they control, not except-
ing Italy 2nd the other Axis countries. It is no
answer to say tnat the Aruy would take control from
the Nazis, because although German officers might not
give orders for the burning of cities, they certainly
would not detail large numbers of men to put out con-
flagrations. It is quite possible that they will even
destroy their own cities. The desire for destruction,
like sadism, is s thing wnlech can be iroused much more
easily than we like to think.

In any case, the rebuilding and reshaping of
Eurcope must be directed by the United ftutes. For the
next thousand years the course of the wuite race will
be shaped for good or evil by the course of the United
ctates during the next fifty. This iz a responsibility
We cannot escape. We will be responsible either for
anarchy or for the highest civilization the world has
ever known. In either case we will be responsible., To
default is to decide for anarchy. There is no use blink-
ing the fact that the Germans have finally destroyed the
moribund bourgeols civilization. Ancother effort to re-
vive it, to pull down the shutters, to repeat the coward-
ly cry, "back to normalcy" will take us much further back
than I dare to contemplute.

I need not tell you thut I am entirely at your
disposal. I hope that you will be able to find sowe use
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for such capacities as I have.

I am extremely proud to have been a Lumble
part of that administration which just before the
ultimate catastrophe prepared the United ftutes to

lead the new world.

Don't forget that I am an old friend anxious
to help, not only to acquire a titulus tumuli, but,I
think I can honestly say, inspired by a real desire to
serve my country.

Olive sends her best.

I am

Respectfully,
Tl Iy

derbert Pell

The President,

The lihite House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 27, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
SUMNKR WELLES:
TO READ AND RETURN.

!'aD.R.

Letter from Bertie Pell, Legation,
Lisbon, Portugal. 2/10/42

(To go in speech material when S.W.
returns to us)



THE WHITE HOUSE Wy
WASHINGTON l‘u

March -‘. 1942.

MENMURANDUY FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

In view of the position talen
by the gSecretary of the Interior
in his letter of February 27th, 1
think we had better EO ahead Iit.h

Apparently his entire answer 18
devoted to a personal attack on
¥Mr. Taussig.

In the joint communiqué and
{n the press release it should be
made abundantly clear that this
s relates to the whole of the

Cari -— that is to say,
the economic and social ;ro
ﬂflfl‘.;'!n o

ing
and American islands,
Republics of Santa Domingo, Haiti,
Cuba and possibly Venezuela; that
the study 1is intended to improve



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

s

the standards of living in all of
the islands and countries con-
cerned; and, finally, that the
Proposed Commission c'locs not have
any authority to gut the recommen-
dation into effect.

Tou might send a copy of this

whole thing to Rex Tugwell, the
Governor of Puerto Rico.

F. D. R.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 28, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

For your convenient reference, I am sending you
herewlth a copy of your memorandum to me of February
with regard to the provosed Jjoint communicué to be
issued by the United States and British Governments
concerning the appointment of a Jolnt Anglo-American
Caribbean Commisgsion.

As soon as I received your memorandum of Febru-
ary 9 I sent a letter to Secretary Ickes enclosing
coples of my letter to you of February 4 and of the
enclosures thereto, and stated that I was sending
these papers to him by your direction in order that
he might be assured that the Jurlsdiction of the
Department of the Interlor was in no way affected by
the stepe proposed, and that it was your desire that
the Governor of Puerto Rico be likewlge satisfied
that his Jurisdictlion was in no way impinged upon.

I had no acknowledgment from Secretary Ickes of
thig letter for over a week, and I consecuently spoke

with him personally. He told me that he had received

The President,
The White House.
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the letter and that he belleved it was under considera-
tion by the Division of Territories in the Interior De-
partment. He told me that he would look into the matter
further.

When another week passed without any further message
from Secretary Ickes, I spoke with him again on the tele-
phone and suggested that 1t would be very helpful if he,
himself, would draft the suggested statement on Puerto
Rico which you desired, making it clear to the people of
Puerto Rico that the ecreation of these commiesions, far
from prejudicing their interests, would on the whole
greatly redound to the benefit of the Puerto Rican
people. I mentioned that Rex Tugwell had told me that
politicael agitation concerning these suggested commis-
slone had completely dled down in Puerto Rico and that he
antliclpated no further trouble.

Today I have received, under date of February 27, &
letter from Secretary Ickes, of which I enclose & copy
for your information.

Secretary Ickes' letter, as you will gee, does not
deal with the merits of the steps which you propose to
take, but ls devoted solely to a violent diatribe agalnst
Charles Tauseig. In view of all of theze circumstancee,

in view of the long delay which has now oceurred, and in
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view of the fact that Mr. Caine, one of the British

Commiseloners, ie due to errive tomorrow in the United

States, do you not feel that 1t would be well for me

to agree immedliately with Lord Halifax upon a date

for the lssuance of the proposed joint communioué.
Belleve me

hfully yours,

EHGB.




COPY

THE WHITE HOUBE
WASHINGTON

February 9, 1842,

MELORANDUM FOR
SUMNER WELLES:

Please take this up, before any Jjoint communique
is issued, with the SBecretary of the Interior and the
Governor of Puerto Rico. I don't want a blast from
elther of them on the ground that they knew nothing
ebout it. There is no need for a blast 1f they
understand that the Interior Department's toes and the

Puerto Rican toes are adequately guarded from belng

gtepped on.

F.D.R.




COPY

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

February 27, 1942

My dear Mr. Secretary!

It is embarreseing to me to answer your letter of
February 11 in the only way in which I can conscientlouely
answer it. I recognize, of courze, the President's
right to set up, in collavoration with the British Govern-
ment, the Anglo-Americen Caribbean Commiselon, and I
accept in full good falth his assurance, through you,
that "the steps contem:.lated do not in any way impinge
upon the jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior
or unon that of the Governor of Puerto Rico." I know
that the Pregident does not intend that there sghall be
any conflict of Juriedicetion, and the fact that he has
named Governor Tugwell as & member of the Commission 1s
in earnest of his own good falth in the matter.

However, during my nine years here, I have seen even
the authority of the President disregarded and sometimes
openly flouted. I have witnessed this in too many in-
stances not to be fully aware that policles do not execute
themselves. Men so naturally reach for power that they
are willing to run the risk that is involved in encroach-
ing upon the jurisdiction of another. They will take the
chance of not being called to account.

80 the important thing to me is not the intended
extent of the power that may be granted, but the indlvidual
who 1s to exerclse 1t., Unfortunately, my experiences with
Mr. Taussig give me no confidence that he will refrain
from reaching out for whatever he may desire to selze.

He ie an intriguer by nature. He loves to feel that he
is at the center of great events and he would rather
whisper than hold a frank, open conversation. I as thor-
oughly distrust his motives as I diglike his method of
operating.

Without my being advised, let alone consulted, I dls-
covered that Mr. Taussig was embarked upon a survey of
Caribbean conditione which naturally was of interest to
the head of the department within whose Jjurisdletion
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands lle. I do not know
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whether 1t wee as a part of Mr. Taussig's duty or
merely a coincldence that, during that investigation,

he spent some time in the Virgin Islands plotting with
the then Governor Cramer to discredit my administration.
During thle same period he wes plotting with another
member of my staff to have the Division of Territories
and Islands teken from Interior and made an independent
egency. For some reason, rrom the very beginning, he
has been antagonlstic to this Department, or at least to
its head.

I learned indirectly that Mr., Taussig hod prepared
his report on the Caribbean situation and, through the
Presldent, I asked for, and after some difficulty suc-
ceeded in obtalning, the first part of that report. The
second, and the only really important part thereof, I
have never seen. I understand that in that second part
there might be some clue to what Mr. Tzussig really had
in mind, and perhaps still now has in mind, with respect
to the Carlbbean area.

It 1e with very real regret that I cannot bring myself
to belleve that Mr. Taussig, as the co-chalrman of this
commigsion, will not "in eny way impinge upon the juris-
diection of the Department of the Interior or upon that of
the Governor of Puerto Rico." I wish that I did not be-
lieve, as I do, that this is preclisely what he will do,
unless someone holds him in check. And people are so busy
in Washington these days that he would probably be for-
gotten after he gets his mandate until he gete out of
tounds so far that protests will, of neceseity, have to be
made,

Ag I have said, I do not doubt the good falth of the
President in this matter and I want to assure you that I
do not doubt yours. But, unfortunately, I know my Mr. Taussig.

S8incerely yours,

HAROLD L. ICKES
Secretary of the Interior

Hon. Sumner Welles,
actling Secretary of Btate,
Washington, D, C.
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