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T HE UNDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WAS HI NGTON 

January 3 , 1942 

!.:, dear Mr . Prosident : 

For your information, I am sendi ng you a brief 

memorandum of a conversation I had this morn1ne with 

the ~in1ster of Switzerland. 

I shall inform you of an,y further report vmich 

the !..1n1ster =Y later ::Jake to me . 

Believe ne 

Enc . 

The fresident , 

The ·lhite :.ou.se . 



SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

l>llemorondum o f Conversation 

DATE: 
January :l , 1 942 

Desire or Srlu 1!1n1st er t o d i acuaa w1 th Prince 
ot t o o f ",Ur t ember a 1nfo :rma t1on ob tained by 
Prince Otto r egard ing Garman peace propos a l s 

PARTICIPANlS: Swi ss Mi nis ter , ~r. Charles Bruggman; 
l"nde r Se c re t ary, J.:r . J elles 

COPIES TO: 
The Presld ent , s , PA/D, Eu 

The Swiaa !.!1n1ater came to see me this morning 

a t his reque3 t , hay ing ask ed for a n u.re ent a ppointment 

upon an "unof fi cial matter " . 

The J.U.n is t er s aid t ha t two day a a go he hcd been 

a pproache d by Prince /\dol ph Schwarze nberg, wh o is now 

l1Yillg 1n the tTn i t ed States am who ia tlarried t o a 

aiatar or the Orand Du.cheae of Lwtembourg . Pri nce 

Adol ph wu one of the larges t lmdowners i n Germa1:11 

until he was for ced to emigrat e wban h1a pr opertie s 

wer e c onfisca t e d b7 the ffaz1a , 

l 'he ll1ni a t er s tat ed tha t Prince Adolph bad s o.id 

to him t ho. t Pr i nce Otto or .. u.rtembarg , a Bened i ctine 

monk, who had some 7 e ara ago be an f orced to flee f r oa 
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Oert:.al'\1 and Who ia now 11 vinu i n a monaa ter y in uaahii'IC'

ton, had roceivod word in the laet taw da ya trom a aro~ 

ot Oeriii&N in a witzerland tnat. they were e.nxioU3 to ot

ter :ier..;an peace propoaa~a . The 1.1n1a tar ata ted tbat llo 

wa.s !;l.van to un .. orat.an.! t:•t tbia c.roup or vormana 1n 

Sw1t~erland woro larcol7 Davariana who spoke for a aec

tion or tho lhts1 Partr and poa a1bl1 tor an olament or the 

German llt'lll1• l'hB J.:ln.ta ter a aid that • r 1nco Otto .rna n 

s on or Duke '·11le.rt or /urtom'oers, a cousin or ,ueon " ary 

or ~land a ni or tho .~een or th.t .. etl\orlan.U an.! was a 

IIWl or vary b1~h ro;JUtat1on. 

Th V\U'i)OliO of t.'le 1.!1n111 tar 1 a v 1a it va.a t ll inquire 

w .. ethor I a a " a n:r ollj cc tion to his tal!tin.:; W1 th • r1nco 

Otto oJ: .urto.1ber.:; l n order to D.ocor tain the n atUl•o or 

t be into:o...atlon .f.llch he ha<l .rocolvou . 

: s &J..l t...;. \. •• o ~ ter t.~ t .. , ·'~ well knew, U1o ~o•r

&rl"C!!ent 0 t.illt vn.:.t. ed vta t .. s 'O'U .ot lnterest.eol 1n LV 

_,eaeo pro.,oaala ar,J t. ua t cho &.·o:sldant or U.o t;n!Ud 

States , epe&.&ln.;; to1• the /u:lo1•icM people, 1,1111 off' iall1 

announood t•w. ~ tho objocti1o or the Vn1ted states w&e tho 

c0111pleto anc1 final d<>t oat 01. l:. itleri am. The ll1nJ.ator 

i nter joe tod t o aa7 t!:e t he bac1 rarorroc1 to thl .. or 1a 

own 1n1t1&t1Yo 1n apoa!l:1zl3 .,itb , rlnce Adol:;;~b ob'li&rron

ber0, I went on to .. , tha t U' tho lo: lniater decided 



that it would b e or intereaL t'or h ia to talk w1 th 1 rinoo 

Otto of olur• tomber u in order to rind out tho lnforwaLion 

which be had reoal ved, I ellould be verJ ;;lad to have the 

Limater tell w t he reaulte , I aald, however , tliat I 

wiabed teo .-lee it cOblpletal y olear that the oinlator 1n 

.. Y such oonvar aat l on wu noc authcrlzod by me , anl 

should consequently not l ntluto tha t he had oven d ia

cusaed tha ques t ion wi t h .. nor ahould he .;ive o.n:r in

dication t o rrlnoa Ot to or Jurtelllbere t l'B t any 1nfonna 

tion which the l a tt er ail;b t ~:; lve Lha ulniater woul be 

paned on to any author1tlea or the GoYerncent or the 

United ... tatea . 

The l.!inla tar a aid th&t he w u ld adopt exactly this 

l ine of pt•ooedure &nd would la t mo know anythil'l!; OL J.n

terea t tb&t he could aacor t a1b . 
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Jar.uar7 ~. 1942 

t'r dear Ur . r roeident • 

Por your 1nf'o:rmat1on, r at:1 aen11nt; you o. b r io! 
memor andum or o. convereat1on • t.ad t:h1:: norn!n:: w1 tb 
t ho ~1n1ster or Jwlt tor lan 

I shal l infora you o! &liY turt"ler re:;>ore 11b1cb 
tho U1n1s ter ~Y later mako t o n o . 

:lelieve me 

Enc , 

The Pretident, 

Fa1th!'Ully youre , 

S\illl:zr! ;'/ELLES 

The ubi te Uoua e. 
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Mr 4 .. r Kr. Proeidontl 

Thera ie enoloead a oopJ ot a aoaorandua dated Paaea

bor 27, 1g•1 froa t he Polleh Aabaeaador, Kr. 01aohanowak1, 

oonta1n1na 1nfo~t1on resar41n& t he tor3at1on ot a Polith 

Araed Foro• in 8uaa1a and requoetln« under i nttruotione ot 

Pr~• Hinl etar 11korek1 \bat oone1derat1on be given \o 

1neur1ni Poland a plaoe equal t o that or dutl1a and China 

ln • D¥ allrnaent ot Allied or Aatoo1atod Powera . 

Kr. Oieobanovtk~ hal bean intoraed t bat • oopy ot 

t bla ~••orandua bae been broU(bt to J OUr at t ention aa 

requo1t ad b7 hia. 

rattht~lr r oure, 

::OolOI\ll'tl 

rroa Polhb Aa!Na .. 4or, 
Dooeaber 2?, 1941 . 

flie Praeldont, 

!be \lbUo Bo1110. 
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WASHINGTON 

February 13 , 1942 

Hy dear 11r. President : 

I am sending you herewith a t ransl ati on of a 

let t er dated February 6 which I have rece ived fro m 

Dr. Damonte Taborda, one of t he oppositi on deput i es 

in t he Argent ine Congr~ss and who was a member of the 

gr oup of Argent i ne deput i es which recently visited the 

Unit ed Sta tes . 

I believe you will find t his l etter inter est ing , 

a nd ps.rticularly the second par agr aph on pae;e t wo, 

which deals with one of t he questions that came up 

f or d i scussion in the Cabi net meeting today. 

Beli eve me 

En c . 

The Pres ident, 

The Whit e House. 



• 
(TRANSLATION) 

February 6 , 19~2 

Mr . Sumner Welles: 

Illustri ous friend: 

The glorious manifestation or "living forces• 

stubbornly organi~ed by the totalitarian heads of t he 

Government to give a triumphal welcome to the 

"conqueror" &.t Rio, l-!r . Rui z Ouina~u, cUd not have as 

many as two hundred persona, despite which fact he gave 

a beautiful address to hie decimated admirers . The 

watchword is that Castillo i mposed his point or view 

on all America . The press is gagged . Political pro

paganda before the elect i ons or March 1 1s severely 

controlled a~ censored . But the truth opens way for 

itself, slowly and inexorably. This wlll be t he 

principal obJe ct i ve of Radicalism, in its campaign 

which is to begin in the Federal capital next week. 

Until now no one has spoken - no one has been able 

or else has had the spirit to do eo - dissenting from 

Castillo 1 e internati onal policy. The eo cial iete -

always mediocz·e - have not dared t o come out unm18take

ably for rupture. I shall have the honor next week, 

and it will be the "slogan• or the campaign. 

The Mi nister of War , Tonazzi, 1e very uneasy about 

the 
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the arme~ent drive or tee neighbors. He •alked sharply 

to R. Guinazu about it. He replied to a message of 

mine , expressing similarity of viewpoints . I shall see 

him t his afternoon at four . The legalist generals are 

still more alarmed. 

The l.Unis ter of lo!arine do es not hide his displeasure 

with the United States . But he states clearly t hat t he 

United States has been opposed chiefly because it is 

upheld by England . I shall see the British Ambassador . 

His position, before going to Rio, wae one of frank 

elarl:l at the Government 1 s totalitarian posi t1on . And 

the same Ambassador - Sir Owey - said to me: I do not 

understand how the United States can have such limitless 

patience. Sir Owey aleo introduced me to Mr. Evelyn B. 

Baring , cousin of Lord Halifax , who asked t he English 

ambaesador in the United Stat es if he could travel through 

Latin America as an obeerver. He is a frank man . He 

states that England i s only interested in Argentine meat 

and , eo far ae possible, i n preserving its customers 

and markets in America in order, so far as is humanly 

possible, to prevent the United States from absorbing 

th em • .. Thls ie l~gical . Out if that English interest 

becomes rigld, lt may come to a clash with that or the 

United Stat es . something absurd . and which I conalder 

absolutelY 
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absolutelY 1mnoss1ble . There are men like Mr. Castillo's 

a id e-de- camp who assert t hat t he Argentine Government 

is not intere sted in arms purcha ses i n the United States , 

s i nce it can make them whenever it wishes in Germany and 

Italy . But serioue people , i n order to countera ct t he 

impression of Rio, use the argument about Engl and , not 

only as a support, but as an advantage to our old cus

tomers • .. The argument is constantly receiving encourage

me.nt. And 1t i s becoming distorted. -'he for1n er Argent ine 

Ambassador in London, J.lr . Le Breton - whom you know - has 

heard the same argument. LeBreton is on the line of 

resistance . Wher e Pinedo, Jul io Roca , Julio Noble and 

the huge maJority of the country are. I believe that 

this "English danger" may d eserve a t tention , s i nce you 

know that in Argentina the interest of the stock- raisers 

is usually the most intolerant , and any inJury to their 

interests wi ll help those who ar e fi ght i ng to overthrow 

Castil lo . 

Your stat ements mads yesterday, carried by the 

Associat ed Press, concerning the entry of citizens of 

the Axis countries into Argentina, were very opport une, 

since t he I nves t iga ting Commission is considering it 

right now , par ti cularly as respect s t he border wi th Brazil. 

The 
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The Governor of Rio Grande do Bul is very worri ed about 

this exodus. I will talk to Tonazz1 about this eleo . 

And about the complications which it might cause in our 

foreign relations . 

The Government is taking a series of measures 

regarding exoortat1on . Among them , the naming of an 

Inveat1gsting Commission in the Ministry of the 

Interior, the chairman appointed being Mr . Castella, 

whose law office defended the s ailors from t he "Graf 

Spee• who t'led from l~art{n Garc{a - a matter which had 

repercussions in the Chamber of Deputies. The only 

visible action of t his Commission has been to suppress 

the communist newspaper "La Hora". 

The Government will go to any excess in the March l 

election to assure its ma jority in the Chamber of 

Deputies , and will t hus have ita policy at Rio de 

Janeiro approved . 

The Government is preparing federal interventions 

in the h •o provinces still governed by Radicalism, -

Entre R{oe and Cordoba , 

Please accept (etc . ) 

DAMONTE TABORDA 

TR :AVA :MH 
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Februar y 21, 1942 

ky de ' kr . Preai dentl 

I AJa returning to you here~i th Dav1 

letter t o you of Ja nuary ?.7 . 

Gray 1a( 
X 

In reply t o the specit i o i nquir i es oont i ned i n 

your memora ndWll : 

( 6 ) To e~b rso oil produot a to c~untr1ea not 

reoeiving 1 ae-lend a i d would pr• vent oil shi pm•nta 

reaching Spain n ' Portu.,al, wh i ch ~uld be contr ry 

to our preaent poli oy-- poli cy reg rding which t he 

Dritiah are p~rticularly insi~t ent and which I beli • ve 

to be wi se under pre sent conditi one. 

I t hink it woul d be unw1ee to pl ace any speci fic 

emb rgo on oi l products to Irela nd. 

(b ) ~e bave previ ously s tated tha t we would do 

what v• could t o aaai eC Ir~land i n obta i ni ng rood

atutf s . It we i ns i • t tha t unarmed neut r al ships-

namely, Ir1ah ah1ps--muot be kept out s i de ot Amori c n 

convoya , i t would probably def e t our own purpo a a a 

above sta ted. 

The Presi dent 

The Whi te llouaa. 
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I have 1nt orued Oanarll M•nhlll or Yr. Gray ' • 

•u~s~•t 1on 1n r •gard to l1~ 1~on bet ween t he Ameri ca n 

and Brlt 1~h roroea on t he one h nd, end Ir1ah roroea 

on the other . Y u may v1ah to aend tnoo1f 1o ln~ ruo-

1.1ona, t hrough h11" , to th'!l ,,mprl o n ooolr.Uind1 n& offi cer. 

I tt 1nk 1t YOUld be helpful. 

t •11 ve me 

Fai thfull y youra, 

SUMNER Wt:LLES 

Enc. 



)17 de.tu• r. orealdentl 

The ..b.ain1e tn~r or 81;1 1""1" h•·a nClw •~hl .. d tne 

De~rc=ent or t t • t e t b& t tbo J . ~ . r~ r1 l w1ll no~ be 

• ••ll able t ~ ueed tor t.ht uo,.anc• or ~ 1.,.l oo t e . 

'" t.he UM t.he ne ,.,. r c.ent ••• noU ri t4 , u wae thou ht. 

tL c e1•11Pr •oco..o ~ t1ona , ro•a1blJ on two to•ll or 

~•t• , a1 bt be arrBngt4 . Tb1e n • ·~ •~ro t o be 

a ent 1e h oaa w\th the r eCI\IJ"1"t!Doe or a ~robl• far vh!ch 

1\ l a Yery 11ff1oul t t o f1n~ 1 aolutl n , , n th•raror a 

I •• reeent1nt to J OU ' " 'l t ern•tl• • •u~r•et1 ,n . 

~~ Pved1ab Gonl"tlredt h~• or re r t4 t o clu•rur " ' 

tbt s . fl . Droulnr hql.l , now l tl"f 1n CIHebors t,r r :.or, 

fhe r111dent, 

The • hlte louee. 
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adYieable that on a yoyat• ot t his kind the veaael be 

under tbe control ot the American OoYeranent . 

On t he other hand the veaeel l e aYailable and ba a 

a normal paaaenter capacity ct 978 persona . Two hun

dred • ore persona mi~t be aocom.odated on cote , or a 

total approxt.ate capacity ot 1 , 172. The maximum num

ber we will probably n eed will be a Yeaeel tor 1 , 400. 

How it will bo pared. down trom 1 , 400 to 1 , 172 1a not 

now apparent . 

The Department hae been planning upon the depar

ture troo the United States on t he trip to Lisbon tor 

the first week or April . About five wooka would elapse 

before that date . I t wi l l take nearly a month to make 

the arrange:::enta tor eate conducts and t ho multitude or 
other neceeeary details in connecti on with a voyage or 

this character. Coneequently 1t becomes urgent tor the 

Department t o have some d.et1n1te allocation ot ah1ppi ng 

which will be ueed tor the two exchanges , one voyage to 

Lisbon and t he ot her Toy age to Louren9o llarques wi tb t he 

Japanese and to get Joe Orew. 

I t you eee no objection in Tiew or t he circumatancoa 

I have indicated, ~7 I ha ve your author ization to 1ntcrm 

the A~iniatrator ot Shipping tba t t b1a auggeat1on a eeta 

with 



w1th JOW" a p;rroval l.n order U\al bt aa7 .. k• the proper 

arrant• ent• to eharter th• Drot.tln(hola e d place that. 

v••••l at t.he CUapOial or t.he o. ut .nt or s ute tor 

the dura tion aecoaaar1 t o .rtect a co.plete axchan • ot 

all tha d1plo.atlc and coneular ptrtonnol i nvolwed . 

Bel1ovo ao 

Pa i t.htull7 your• . 
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JC1 d4tar )lr • PNddent1 

l'r .a a an7 quarter • the uep&rtaent 1e belna ursed to 

enoo~r.s• a "l"ree I tal:t' .ov.-n t emboc11e4 1n a oo-lt t ee 

be&cSIId by <Jount Carlo s toraa. A oaretul r a v1aw tndioa t ea 

h 1a aa t he outatan41na antl-Paaoht. lea clDr J no o ther 

laa4er h 1n atght. 

'the pol1t1oal a4vantagee or heving a ouatoc11an t or 

antl-AlLla I talian .. nt1Ment AN obvtoua . It would a t U'tan 

I tal1aD-.-r1om H ntl..ntJ 1t a 101t b e of u ae 1n galva

nldq ant1-.Uh el-n ta 1D Ital)'J 1t could be ot dh

t.1oo\ llM 1n aob111alft& eo.e t'ID bwldred Ulouu.nd I talian 

prh-N held 1n tha l ear E&et and Indla. l'ra ot1oall)' 

ever,ona .. have oonau lted ~· wi th tbla, t neludtns 

1'1111 PbUl.1pa • 

:o.nec11atel7 attar theN w014lc1 pr obablf n era e t he 

queat1CIIl of the pou 1ble organ1aat 1oa ot an ! tallan 

let:1CIIl whoH t-41at.e etteot would b e DON pol1t1oal 

and paroboloatoal than a llttar:r, tt\oush 1t a1t ht prove 

a uaet\ll nuole\MI. 

'ftloa Pre a1c111ftt, 

The White ltouae. 
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stor&a 1a aooaptabla to tha Br1t1ah wbo baYe, indeed, 

encouraged bia in oona1derable degree a l read7 . 

Dono• an •a peopla, o.F.F. and St ate agree. The War 

Oapartu n t hu no opi ni on but 1a ohaey or organ idng 

foreign leg1one until the eqv.1paent 81tuat1on h eaa1er . 

Bel iaYe -

Pa1tbrull7 roure, 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Mt~rch 2, 1942 

My dear 1-!r. President: 

I have read with much interest Herbert Pell 1s 

letter to you of February 10 . In accor danc e with 

the reques t conta ined i n your memorandum of Febru

a ry 27, I am re t urning his let ter herewith. 

Believe me 

Enc . 

The President , 

The lih1 t e House . 
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ry o~~r ~r . tresi cnt : 

Lisbon , • o1·tu -.. 1 
I eb. u .ry 10, .94~ 

I nove been for ,, L.O~t t.1o DIOnths practica l -
l y ouc 01 touch .li tll the United ~ t tes . fter iiitler 
decl:..red .1ar our on.y LJe n~ of co. tWU~ica tion w& s by tele
j>hOne to Berne , : r tJ .... nence our ... es~a.,es .vere c;;blt:d to 
.. usilin~.o ton . ..s "ll of our convorsa tlon~ were is toned to 
by the vermans nd ~un~arians , it Rou_a n~ve been .... nifest-
l y unclil>e to :,end ,o nyt ing confidenti tol o r to ask for cmy 
oet3iled instructions . Tnis tnrew tne responsibi.o.ity of 
11oost decis i ons , .md of a ll i mjlortan t ones , on u.e . 

\/hen rel .. tions .;ere broken the iun,.arhm Prime 
Minh ter told roe tnt. t he ~nouwht ;.e ,.ould leo ve .iun o ry in 
.t cou ... e of ,,eeits . The rocess of .. rrunt i:lt, 1 or a t.reciol 
t rain to t.isbon and t,ettint. the neces~ury vis~s took zome
t .• int, over a montn , ulthou.;h I did everythint tn •t ,,us .JOS
sible to hurry them, .,s I <..os .ofre<id th.o t the Cera.~ns :.ouJ.d 
for ce tne dunt,arians to KCe ' Uf. under rest r uin t .. s nos t o os 
for 1 ver y .<On ti~ue . 1 wr.s res ,J~nHb ... e for .. bout t.,enty 
five A".cric~;ns connected ,,1 th tho i.et:a cion . 
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I u r rived in Bu .,est ~ st ~~rinh 11 u 

>mi:tll c.:.r .. ith !-r~>ctic&..ly nu bUt-1 al e, but 1.uny of 

tne ~t~ff il.>d ~ost of t.neir ,o:..scssions there . 1 

felt t.1ut. t.he retention of t.ueil' rol'erty in .un 11.ry 

curi"l the .• u r ,;ou:.t;l be " !;9r lous n..ros.&!p for tuem, 

so I insi:>ted on adequ te bu~o u.;e c.ccor~.o· u tions to 

tran:>,ur \. \.heir t:11nt.s . I r oL• LcE. i 'lilin t v end tne 

aun~,&ri;;n vovcrnment II.>S extr emely courteous nd help

ful but , ike .-ny otner , required con tinu!tl proddi 'l& . 

A f:e.1 a .. yv before .. e le!'t, t.lle l.ler ..... ns >Ctuttl-Y i d re

test , but fortunately ar.un e~ents h.d one (0 f,r they 

d i d not 1>ress \.heir de•ua'ld .no force tne .un1 uriuns to 

recede f ro1a t heir li.greeu.ent with me . 

I ""' huppy to C!ly tna t ruy Le~,ation ,.,.s the 

first to arrive u t .... isbon, nd I i~a,;ine .til. be t. .c oO:y 

one .mien ~as able tO e;ct hero llithOUt !:el'iOU~ S.ocrifice 

of ,..er~on .. l roperty . 

Tne l'iunt;aril:tn &\.titude .~us peculiur bOd if it 

b"d not been so pa thetic would huve been ridicu ~ously 

funny. For over a r..ontr. r..fter the oeclar ation of .. a r 

mer:.bers of the Le"ation, nd tneir .. 1ves md C'liJ.oreo , 

Ne:-tt freely ~round Buoa,.est--not one of tnel:i saw eint;le 

sign of hostili ty ~d each NUS f requently ~ center of 

friendly oiscussion . It .I.JS i mpos!ible t o 80 into a store 

without Lein :our rounded by t;he shop :-eoplc uno cu~otou.er s , 

orofuf>ely expressing re~ ret t tue cour~e whicn h.td ~een 
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forced on tneit country . !te .1ll received , resents , 

~r.e:.~a.,;es and vi!:its . lly o.vn r ooms looked ... i ke a 

f~orist saop. rne aay r- fter t~e ~ecl•ration of •ar 

a <iun.,.arbn officer i ll uniform culled on me . At one 

tlme or another I received ~y~pathetic visits from 

c.er..bdr s of .he .-ovcrnr..ent, tnc C r din:.l i':. t r .:. . .u·cn , 

tnree out of four ~~oewbors of tho du bsbw·g farr.ily 

resident in ,,unt;ary, bu~iness l~<uders , ,n<J " 11 but one 

of the ..lunu 1·bn o.ri stocr..tts of G•Y acqu.int:mce . Tr.ey 

Nere r:ll outspoken i n tncir fee ... i n;;,s . Tnis pe r for mance 

>~as carried to sucn length tt:at the Ger ;..an l.ee.r.tion ~ro

tes ted , .-nd .10 ,;e re tolo tnu t our enti re LE:e.<l tion .would 

be ~:;o ved to a hotel on the Isluno in the ••ic.d l e of the 

r.anube . Finull y 11: NUS ~greea , • !: I .v .s tne most con!>- ic

uous , tna t I sr1ould u_one be c:.ade the scapegoat ~nd be 

a~ked to r e~.aln incon.municado in ey roo.ns at t he nitz . I 

w .. s -eft , oJ course , tne ori vilel e cf COo.J..J..'11ca ti "'C • .!th 

tne ~e~ation . I acce ted t hese conditions bcc.~use I 

tnou ht i t wus ir~portunt to have the s t aff f r ee t o move 

i "l the city if po~sible, ~nd lso becau.e I die not Nish 

W1dul y to a r ouse nostili ty Nni ch ~16nt effectivel y oefer 

our depsr ture . 

I N• s & uappy r;;.,n .iren I saw 'lice thr ough Lhe 

cur Hind ow an1 real i zed th" t I n ... d •he Axi!> becti no u.e . 

Now thnt I nuve br out-ht tne Le~,ution to Por·t1J6al safel y, 
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without .\.ufferin~,; or .co~s , I feel tn~<t ruy t·esponbi bil

ity is pre tty 1vell ended . 

I do not .mo.. men .• e .1...1 l et to Am~:rica , 

o r ~on~:n it liill be pos~ibJ.e to ~ee you, or even to 

co=unica te with you • .,a in . 1.0 1 au. r.aJtinG «d vant .. g e 

Of nlLb6l!.SU00l 1'/eddel :i 1S An.e1•ican f -l~nt tO tend this 

letter, for the l engt h of which I apolo~;i:-.e . 

A 5reot m:.ny rlun~uri=<ns t ol d me til.J t suver ior 

Cera...m officers Nith tmom tiH!Y h d talKed , expressed no 

hope of ul ti!U:.l te Ger-n vic tox·y na :..ee;;.ed to be con

si~erifl6 the possibility o. ~ !erious o efe~t . I ~ve 

ju .. t near d the same t ilillb exprested by ;,. ::;.vi:.$ business 

man .vrlo hts!. been d ealint- ,;1th Ger m::m indus trialists . I 

tllink tnere ~s no doubt ~h ~ ,;e can l ook for .111rd .. i th 

absolute cer tainty to to a victory us COw)'lete ~1. .• e ,,ant 

to w..~ke it . Frankly, I nope tn t we xi!l ma~e it very 

coc;plete ina eed . 

I fear th;>t Europe .1ill l1:. ve to be rebuilt 

prac tlcvl l y f r om tne g r ound up . You wust not ~hink of 

the Ger~n poli c ies from the point of view o1 an intel

l i t;ent statesa.an . In considerin ::he cour~e of the •l&zi 

Government you ,,iL et . es!. nd less help f r o ... your 

kno~ledge of economics or of ,~litics a nd !hould rely 

rr.ox•e -nd wOl' e on wha t you kno .. of men t al a berrcHion . It 

is by no we11 ns i n.,.ossible tnu t in -.heir retr eu t , in the 

face of fin .. l aefeat, the l.erm..ns .• 112. destroy e very c it:y 
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i n tn ... t .. rt of <.urope 11hicb tht.y central , not e .. cept

ing ltlily nci the otner .nxis countries . It it no 

answer to say tz.llt the Ar••Y ·•ould take control 1r om 

the Nazis , becau!e .. _thOU!!n Gerw..n alficers mi.;ht not 

give Ol'ders for the burnin., of cities, they cerLulnly 

.1culd not det., i l ... ;.rbe nun.ber~ of fi•en to put out con

f-~a&ra tions . It is quite possible tl:u .. t tney .>ill even 

destr oy tr.elr own citi es . The desire f or destruct i on , 

like sadi sm, it t nin " .lea cr.n be roused much ~:ore 

easily tnun .1e like to tnink . 

In any CoiSe, t.r.e rebuil<.in.; e~nd reshtl, 1ng of 

Europe u.un be directed by the United • t .• tes . For the 

next thousund year s ~ne C'OU!'Se of the ,,i•i te race ,;111 

be sna.,ed for boO'.l 01 ev.a by tllC cow·se of the Oni t ed 

• tat:es tJ Urinb no ne>.t. fifty . Th.~.s h a r·es1 vn!libil i t y 

.ve cunnot escape . We 11ill be t•esponsible e i ther for 

anarchy 01· for the ni~he!.t civiJ.iz~<tion ,m, .orld h~<s 

e ver known . I n either c~<Se we will be l·eSt•onsible . To 

def aul t it to aecide for anarchy . There 1~ no ute tiink-

1n1, the fliC t tn ... t the C cr•••ans huve 1 in !illy destroyed the 

u.or i bund bour~oois civi lization . Anotncr effort to re

vi ve i t , to pull do1m tne snu t t ers , to 1 e pea t t ne cow&J•d
l y cry , 11 back to norrualcy 11 v.il.~. t&ke Ul; r..uch fw·~her b;;ck 

L .• a n I dare to con -eL•; 1~ te . 

I need not tell you t hut I a 1u entlre ly ut y ou1· 

dis~osal . I hope that you wi~l be a ble to find ~o~e use 
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f or such c&.. ;;ciLie:> .. :. l nctve. 

I ~o~ru extreL.ely proud to n .. ve been u aumble 

part of t nu t uda.inH t.rn tion which just befo1·e the 

ultimate catastrOJJhe Jl!'e;:>nred the Unit.ed ft~>tes t.o 

lead the new world . 

Don ' t for (et Lnat I a~ an old f riend &.nxious 

to .le lp, not only tG nc(!uire a titu-us tur.uli , but , I 

t hink I can nonc~tly say, inspired by a re~>l de:.ire to 

:.erve my country . 

Olive ~enus uer besc. 

I OlJl 

Rof.pect f ully , 

Jw;;_f4 
,erbert ?ell 

The President, 

The .1111 te louse . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 27, 1942 . 

KEllORAfJDUJl FOR 

SUlUiio R WYLES: 

TO READ AND RETURN . 

F.D. R. 

Lett er from Bertie Pell , Legation , 
Lisbon , Por tugal . 2/10/42 

(To go i n speech material when S .W. 
r eturns to us) 
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TWE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NGTON 

lluoh 4, 1942. 

ID rt.. or t:be .,oat uoo tall:• 

~ the Sec retary ot the IDt.r1or 

1D h1a lett.r ot hbruzy 27Ul, I 

tb1.Dk •• bad bett.r co a1.1...s nth 

t.tw - o'IDD J•r 1t or tbeJo1Dt 

c•: • •qiM wUb tbe Br1 all. 1M 

Sec~ ot Cbe IDt.r1or cloea DOt 

-u- 1D 11111 ~ thAI ~WC:eaa1ty 

tor aD4 _,..,.,... ot t:be aan~. 

Appareatq h1a -Un - • r 1a 

deYotecl to a peraoo&l attaoll ca 

•· rauaatc . 
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tb.e atandar1S. ot l1Ying 1n all or 
t.he 1al.aD4a &114 countr1ea oco
oel"'WCC; and, rt.nally, tbat the 
propoaed Cosn1aa1on does not han aa, authority to put the recaa.en
dat1on lnto erreet. 

You a 1ght send a copy or this 
whole thlng to Rex Tu&well, the 
Oovornor ot Puerto Rico. 

F. D. R. 



THE UNDER SECRETARY Ot STATE 

WASHINGTON 

February 28, 1942 

My dea r Mr . President: 

For your conv enient refer ence, I am sending you 

her ewith a copy of your memorandum t o me of Febr uary 9 

with r egar d to t he prooosed joi nt communi oue to be 

i s sued by t he United Sta tes and Brit i sh Government s 

concer ning the appointment of a j oint Anglo- American 

Caribbean Commiss i on. 

As soon as I received your memorandum of Febru

ary 9 I sent a l ett er to Secretary Ickes enclosing 

copies of my letter to you of Februar y 4 and of the 

enclosures thereto , a nd sta ted tha t I v1as sending 

t hese paper s t o hi m by you!' d i r ect ion i n order tha t 

he mi ght be a ssured that the juri sdiction of the 

Department of the Interior was i n no way affect ed by 

t he steps proposed, a nd t hat it was your desi r e t hat 

the Governor of Puerto Rico be likewise satisfi ed 

tha t his j uri sdi cti on wa s in no way i mpinged upon . 

I had no acknowl edgment from Secr etary Ickes of 

t hi s let ter for over a week, and I consequently spoke 

with hi m personally. He told me that he had received 

The President, 

The \thi t e House. 
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t he let t er and that he beli eved it was unde1 considera
tion by the Division of Territories in t he I nterior De
par tment. He told me that he would look into t he matter 
f urther. 

When a nother week passed without any fur t her message 
from Secret ary Icke s , I spoke with him again on t he t ele
phone and suggested tha t it would be very helpful i f he , 
hi~self, would draf t t he suggest ed statement on Puerto 
Rico which you desired, making it clear to t he people of 
Puerto Rico tha t the creat i on of these commissions, far 
fro m prejud icing their int erest s , would on the whole 
grea tly r edound to the benefit of the Puerto Rican 
peopl e . I ment i oned t hat Rex Tugwell had told me that 
politica l agitat ion concerning t hes e su~gested commis
s ions had completely d ied down in Puer to Rico and that he 
a nticipated no further t rouble. 

Today I have received, under date of February 27, a 
l etter from Secretary Ickes, of which I enclose a copy 
for your information. 

Secretary Ickes' letter, ae you will aPe, does not 
dea l With the merits of t he steps which you propose t o 
t ake, but is devoted solely to a violent diatribe against 
Charles Taussig . In view of all of t hese circumsta nc es , 
in view of the long delay whi ch has now occurred, and in 
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view ot the f act that Hr. Ca i ne , one ot t he British 

Commiss ioners, 1& due to r rr ive tomorrow in t he United 

States, do you not feel that it ~~uld be well for me 
to agree immediately with Loro. Hali tu :r. upon a date 

for t he issua nce or t he proposed Joi nt communique . 

Believe c e 

Encs. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

SU•!NER WELLES: 

February 9, 1942. 

Please t ake t hi s up, bef ore any jo i nt communloue 

i s issued, with t he Secretary of the I nt erior and the 

Governor of Puer t o Rico . I don 't want a blast froo 

either of them on t he ground that t hey kne~ nothing 

a bout it . There l e no need for a bl ast if they 

understand that the Int erior Department 's toea and t he 

Puert o Rican toea are adequately guarded from bei ng 

stepped on. 

F. D. R. 
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COPY 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
~IASHINGTON 

February 27 , 1942 

My deal' Mr. Secretary: 

It is embarra s s ing t o me to answer your le t t er or 
February 11 in the onl y way in which I can conscientiously 
a nswer i t . I recogni ze , of courFe , t he President 's 
right to set up , in colla oor ation with the British Govern
ment, t he Anglo- Ameri ca n Cari bbea n Commissi on , and I 
accep~ in full good f a i t h hi e assur ance , through you , 
t hat t he s teps co nt em,_ lated do not in any way impinge 
upon t he Jurisdiction of t he Department of the Interior 
or upon that of t he Governor of Puerto Rico. • I kno~~ 
that the President doe s not intend tha t there sha ll be 
any co nflic t of Jurisdiction, and the fact tha t he has 
named Gov ernor Tug\'Jel l aa a member of the Commie sion l.s 
i n earnest of hl.s own good fal.th l.n t he matter. 

However, during my nine years here, I have see n even 
t he authority of t h e President di sregarded and somet i mes 
openl y f lout ed . I have witnessed this in t oo many i n
stances not to be f ully aware that pol i c i es do not execute 
t hemselves . Men so nat urally r each for power that t hey 
are willing t o run t he ri sk that i s i nvolved i n encroach
ing upon t he Jur i sdict i on of another . They wi l l take t he 
chance of not b ei ng called t o account . 

So t he important thing to me is not the int ended 
ext ent of the power tha t may be gr a nt ed, but the individual 
who i s t o exerci s e it. Unfortuna tely, my eA~er1 ences wl.t h 
Mr. Tauss i g give me no conf i dence that he will r efrain 
from rea ching out for whatever he may d es ire to seize . 
He i s an intriguer by nature. He l oves to feel that he 
i s at t he center of great event s and he woul d r ather 
~Jhisper t han hold a frank , open conversat ion. I a s thor
oughly di strust his motives as I disl i ke his method of 
operating. 

Wi thout my being advised , l et alone consulted, I dis
covered that Mr. Taussig was embarked upon a survey of 
Caribbean condi t i ons whi ch na t urally wa s of i nterest to 
the head of t he depart ment wit hi n whose Ju.riad1ct ion 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin I slands lie . I do not know 
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whether it wee as a par t or Hr. Taussig ' s duty or 
mer ely a coincidence t hat , during that investigation, 
he spent some t i me in t he Virgin I slands plotting with 
t he t hen Governor Cramer to disoredit my administr at ion. 
During t his same period he was plott i ng with another 
member or my staff to have the Division of Territor ies 
and I slands t ~ken from Inter ior and made an independent 
agency. For some r eason, rom t he very beg inning, he 
bas been antagonistic to this Department , or at leas t to 
it s head. 

I l earned indi rectly that Mr. Taussig hid prepared 
his report on the Car ibbean situat i on and , t hrough the 
President, I asked f or, end aft er some difficulty suc
ceeded in obtai ning , the first part of tha t report. The 
s econd, and t he onl y r eally important part t hereof, I 
have never seen. I understand that in t~~t second part 
t here might be some clue to what !4r. Taussig r eally had 
in mind, and perhaps still now has in mind, with respect 
to t he Ca.r i bbean area . 

It is with very real regret that I cannot bring myself 
to believe that l·1r. Taussig, as the co- cha1r·man of this 
commission, wi ll not 11in any way impinge upon the jur i s
diction of the Department of the I nt eri or or upon t hat of 
the Governor of Puerto Ri co ." I wish t hat I did not be
lieve, as I do, that t his is precisel y wha t he will do , 
unless someone holds him in check. And people are so busy 
in Washington these days that he would probably be for
gotten a ft er he gets his mandate until he gPts out of 
bounds eo f a r that protests will, of necessity, hav e to be 
made. 

As I have said , I do not doubt the good faith of t he 
President in this matter and I want to assure you that I 
do not doubt yours . But, unfortunately, I know my Hr. Taussi g. 

Sincerely yours , 

Hon. Sumner Welles , 
Acting Secretary of State , 
Washington , D. 0 . 

HAROLD L . ICKES 
Secretary of the Interior 
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