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TH E WHIT E HO U S E 

WASHI NG T O N 

•reb 6, 1942. 

UEKORAllDOl.i lOR 

'l'HE .lC'fDlG SECREt.lRI OF STAD 

11bat do you thiAit? I 

am inclined to think that Uta, 

on arr1•al 1n the contiDeDtal 

United Statea, ebould be kept 

1nc0811Wl1cado and not placed 

with the other Dipla.at•. 

Plent)r or tood but no cO'M'an1-

cat1ona 1n or out. 

F. D. R. 
Memo t o the Pre s . 3/4/42 from the A. T. 
re Nagao Kita , Japanes e Consul in Honolulu, 
who was charged with transmitting informa t i on 
t o Japan regarding our ves sels at Pearl Harbor 
who i s being s ent to this country, awaiting 
exchange of diplomats . 

~u.v , • q . · ... l;J..vA"' ltdhl 
" 



l.le.roh 6 , 1942 

lo!y d ear :.lr , Pre a ldent : 

I tiJll enoloaint; a cow o! a telegra~ I have re­

ceived tl:le :orn1~ r~ the pr eeldent or the !l&ltic­

Ar~rican oclety . 

T eup;•o3e t l-.a t th., l'lhlt e !louse b aa rocelved a 

similar ~elec;rGJ:J . l havo no oe>n!1rlll&t1on ru1 yot or 

the report Lhat Q__1r .. tartor d Cl'1PJI• /""do the &ddrooe 

t o which re!arenoe 1~ t.O.de in thio t.elograr.t. 11' tho 

report 1e correct , it would eee:~~ to me t hat t !:.ere 

mlC)lt be a pou 1b111ty that certain eleccnts within 

the 3rlt1eb Govern:::en t are tryin,: t o forc e our han.i . 

Belien c e 

Faithfully youra , 

Enc . 

The Pru1dent, 

The Whi te Houae . 

{ ~ 



' ----
1!l. HOI'KIN: llt.D '11.1L . 

L. J .F. 

T >< C U ND ER SECRETARY OF STAT E 

WASHINGTON 

March 7 , 1942 

My dear ~~ . President : 

You may remember t hat I talked to you about this 

telogran when A~iral Standley and I wore having lunch 

with you and that you suggested t hat London be informed 

a l ong the linea laid down in your memorandum to me of 

March 7 . 

As a result of our talk I sent on 14areh 6 a tele-

gra.m to Biddl e of ·•h1ch I encl ose a copy f or your in-

!'ormation. 

Believe me 

Enclosure : 

1 • 
Telegram to London, 
!Jarcb 6 , 1942 . 

The President, 

The \'/bite Bouaa . 



-- I. ... 

PBRSOI.lL AJi1> nnzzr ., 

THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ll&rcb 7 , 1942. 

&IE!dORABDm.l FOR 

THE ACTING SECRETARY 01 S'l'A'l'E 

l&attben' 61spatcb, llo. 18, 
Uar cb Jrd, 5 P.ll. , !rom Bidd.le 
ill Londoo: 

I t.ll1.IU SikorsJU ahould be 
definitely discouraged on thia 
proposition. nua 11 no time 
to tal lc about the poa t-war 
poait1on or suall nat1oo1, and 
it would cauao serious trouble 
with Ruuia. 

P. D. R. 

Dl.CLASSI71ED 
By Dcyu -.:r /.J.;i!tv 1G\ or tho o. s. 

By 'f. J . St•":>r t De t o MAR 1 1972 

I ~ 



T HE WHITE HOUSE 
WAS H I NGTO N 

Y,rch 6 , l'l42 

Rll;w'J l"'i 'i'lil: f!U'~lDHrl' : 

I hllvo re~ this and it sr""'~ to thh 
"ven t~ou, : ~h" t xt. u • litt. d ~;e,.. 
11.1 ud b;: che nt.tionc c·mcern,d, I ·ouo t very 
QUCii if it \,Ould dO Ul)'t.t•inf. tO\ I rds ~ 1 nning 
the ~cr. ,.or ,,oulc it. , I believe, be rrr• rub­
strn•izl encour ~nt to ~e pooclc• the o countrico . 

It $OO:U t.o " it. m1 ·ht be bett•r if tt:e 
~hole thint •ere eft W'l: nid •t this tinl< . All of these ••'1&11 ~Lion• rre lool<in- t.ftcr Lheir 
poet-~ar >Osition • nc • t ••= very ri<l<;y bc•­in .. s .or "~ or the Erit ieh to encour. -e u,.,ro st.ttt'!tent• . I fancy it le bein• pushed 
rrimarily ~ the Poles . 

I! I >.e,.. you I liOuld try to ~ocourage 
it in caeo ~ikortki br inps it ur . 

H. L. t'. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

March 4, 1942 . 

MEMORANDUM FOH 

HARRY HOPKINS : 

TO READ AND RETURN . 

F. D. R. 



EDA 
This telegr am must b e 
closely par aphrased 
beforE being communi­
cated to anyone (KC) 

Srorttnry of State 

' .'ash1ngton 

TRIPLE PRIORITY . 

• LONDON 

Dated March 3 , 1942 

ReceiVEd 12 :58 p , m, 

11' , March ~ , 5 p, m, (SECTION ONE) 

F'ROK BIDDLE FOR THE PRESID::;;T ;. 'ID Ti!£ ACTil:G 

SECRETARY. 

Polish Series , 

My d tspatoh 119, February 20, 1942, 

Tht follo11ing is the draft of a joi nt dec 1o.r a ­

tion which General Sikorski is urging the Allied 

Governmcn ts rato.blisht:d bert to sign, flh1le o.ll 

these governments hnve not yet adopted his proposa l , 

Sikorsl<i intends to present the matter to Mr. EdEn 
toniJ3ht , 

MJ~ TTH£\'IS 
RR 



HRL 
This t•1•~r~m must bt 
c1oe,1v o~rPphrPs'd bE­
for£ t•in~ 90mmunic~trd 
to rnyont . lA) 

S'or•tpry of StptE , 

Wpahintrton. 

TRIPLE PRIORI TY 

London 

OPtEd Y~rch ~ . 1942 

Rto 1 d 2:08p. m. 

18, !!Arch 3, e p. m. , ( S~CTIO!I T'l/0) 

"Th~ !fOVErnmtnta of 2E1g1um, Grttct , thE 

N!thtr1nnda, LuxtmtourF, Norwpy, FolPnd , CzrchoalovakiA 

nnd Yu(loalnvi~ who a• terri tori• e h~'Vr b'• n inv·dtd ~nd 

nrc rt pr•arnt occupiEd by C•rmnny or its enttl1itts, 

nnd t h! French N~tion~l Committe• , 

Cona1dr.r1ntr past r.xprr1,no• nnd trkin!l io;o 

~ccount p~rtioulArly thE fret th r t r 1rck of prtliminnry 
co1lrtorrtion bttw•tn th'- strt'.a mEnrctd by thE Axis 

Pnd th• auo•rior induetr11'1 wPr pottnti~'l or GErm~ny 

hrv• foo111trtEo th• 1nitic1 Pucc•aa•s of th'-

Con•cious of tr.E cloet •conoclc sol1dPr1t:v which 

should unit£ thE •111£d countri•e. 

Dr•1roua of ~spuring in thE future , th£ mrin­

ttnoncr of p••ct , on• and 1ndiv1e1blt , on th£ onr 

tnnd , ty A cloe• co1lsborrt1on ot •11 ptAc•!ul nations 

end, on thr othEr hand, by th• qdoption of ol1 



- 2- #18, !'l'rch 3, 5 p. m. from l.ondon 

mtP@urre ot a netur£ rrnd~r1n~ lt lmcoeeiblr ln 

thr futur~ for the pow•r& ••ho hAvr bEEn ~U ty of 

e 7ar•aP1on, A~~in to misuse tht1r rconomlc potential 

to dieturb world p~Act . 

GrPtifUd b· thr r•fliOnl'l P!fr•t ~· nts concludEd 

by tr• Gov•rn~·nts of Foland, Cz•choelovPkln, Grr•or. , 

Pnd Yu~oelPvi~ and conei~•rln~ t h•sr. aa r• rmenta oe 

~n 1mport~nt etr? towPrda r t•tttr orgPnlzotlon of 

1nt•rn~t1onPl r~l~t1ons 1n "uropc, 

On• I a:utuPlly bind th<:ren•1•p not to conclu~r 

o s•~l'rAtr prPcr with ttr Axle powore t•for£ thE 

totPl Ub•r~tlon of thr. countrHt~ t•moor,or1ly 

occupHd , which t i•E 1' r r.prr e•nt, (on Cr1ops 1 11nd my 

eug~rat1on trrt t r ia p•r,.~r•ph rr:ermbl'd p~r~~raph 

two or th~ Uni tr.d t'E1t1ona drcl~>rl'tion , it wps ~~ernd 

to con~1drr 1ta withdrawal) . 

JlAT!HEI'iS 

\'iSB 



-----~ 

HRL 
Thi s tE l~Frem must bE 
clo~Ely pPrephr~sEd bE­
for£ b•1ng communicatEd 
to Myon~ . ( A) 

SEcr~tRry of Stat~ , 

'IIPshi ngton. 

TRIPLE PRIORI TY 

London 

DAtEd ~arch 3, 1942 

R~c ' d 2:13p. m. 

18 , MArch 3, 5 p . m. (SE:CTIOl; T!!REE) 

Two I Affir~ th~ir dEt~rmin•tion to ~stabl1sh 

bEt¥r(n thEmsElvEs r cloeE end muturl col labora tion 

in full h~>rmony rnd soli dAri t~· wl th Gr!: El t Bri tflin , 

t hE Unit~d StntEs, thr SoviEt Union end China. This 

collr.bor~>tion , ~ff<:cttd duri ng tl>~ pr <S'-nt wnr , «111 

bE pursuEd aftEr victory wl t h thE otj•ct of nttElining 

r coordinPtion of rctivitiEs of thE int~r,stEd countri Es 

in th~ political , Economic, soci al •nd military fiElds 

on thr tr•is of principlEs of Chr1stiEln mo r ality and 

nrtion•l librrty wi thin thE dEmocr~tic ordEr pnd in 

n spirit of soci~l j uPticE Pssuri ng to·workErs ~ 

wEll b~ ing >thich is duE t l"tm, thl': guPrant•,ing human 

dignity . 

Thr~E I to this End, thE FOVErnm<:nt ' e signatory 

to this pl'ct erE fo rming for t h>•i th comm1tt<:<:s chr.rgEd 

with Estnblishi ng t hE modalitiEs for this collaborat i on , 

bEing 



- 2- #16, P•roh 3 1 5 p. m. (S~CTION Th~~~) rrom London 

b£1nR RU1d•d by th£ princ1plts drf1n£d ~bovt• . 

MATT~WS 



EJ 
Thi3 tele3rcn nust be 
c l osely pnrrphrnsc<l be­
fore be 1ng connunicr.ted 
tn Ollyonr: . ( ! tC) 

Jeore tr r• or Jtn te ' 

·r shlngton. 

TRIPLE: PRI ORITY . 

London 

Dt- ted 'tr.rch 3 , 19.(2 

Rcc ' d 6:10 p . n . 

16, if£>rch 3 , 5 p .n . (SECTION FOU"l) 

Cnpies nf the nbavc drnft were distributed n t en 

infarno l gc.thering Fcbrurry 20, nttcndcd by rq>rescn­

tr- t 1ves nf the Dutch, !l£ l,3len, Yugoslrv nnd P"llah 0"V­

crnr.ents ro Yltll r s by Sir ::tcff"lrd Criops end .,yoe lf . 

'"'hen naked ny recctions by the P"llsh represcntnt"lvc , 

I otcte<l to the 8t:thcring thnt I would hr.vc t n otudy 

the text before voicing ny oplnil)n , ilenn,-•hile , hn•.·•evcr , 

I ni~hcd t C> rcitcrntc ny fnrnrr renrrks thrt cny ouch 

pr~ject ohnuld be nut t<' the "co l d teat": would bto..c 

Russi rk~ i nterpret it c~ r. n(>Vt t n organize c bl"C 

n,1r-1not t'scn, nnd in th:" t eeoc , l'lould they suooect 

Sritish inspirfltlon, in vi ew nf tht .. rescncc in Lond l)n 

of the /,llied Govcrnncnts concerned? 

0 38 



1:::c 
':hl:s t:lc,:1·~u :lt!st bt 
clo:~=ly ;>~:.>aJ'L·::~rd bt­
lo~~ ~~~~ COL~unic~tCQ 
to .nyon:: . (!"(.) 

Stcr~tn~7 of St. t , 

':''1Il'L - r IO!ll't Y 

London 

De tee\ t:~rch ;:; , 1!>·~:! 

!ltc •c. 6 : 25 ;;J . :t . 

s!.zing his opinion t:1ct t; c ~s~ia:-~s t.oulc!. 't.'t-

:"!c.::o~1a tio::s , c .:•r- :,c 'ol:cn not to .~.nc~"' !:•.J:.~ ... r: 

3ug(lrst;;~ thct n rr;>rcsrntat1vc oi: <he :.n~·d , 
Govtrnt-1Ents co::c:l. .. n:d .1l~t:J:nt tilL tJL.tt£r r;o r:r . ~.den , 

Covr=rn< • a concrpt~o:~ ot ;"lOSt unr :uropc . Ho· rver , 

he G:!.d not cxclu('£ t!-: rossJ.blll.ly that Stal J,...; .... t.l .. Cht 

othc:- ;>e>l.~l Gs n!nt .o:1cd 1n tlli: drnrt , \m~cr cono1<'.cr-

nt1on. 

CS5 



EJ 
Thia ttltgran nust bt 
oloscl;:; nrraphr cacd bt ­
r~re being O~MMUn1cattd 
t ' • nn~··-ne • ( !IC ) 

Jccretcry ~r 3trte , 

''"cohingt<'n . 

7P.IPLE PRI ORITY. 

I/lndnn 

Dn tee\ '!nrch 3 , 19<!2 

llco 'd 6:30 p . rn . 

10, J~roh 3 , 5 p . r1 , (JECTJOll 3IX) 

31r Jtr ff..,rc\ c oncludcd by at" tin(; ht h~pcd end 

th•u,3ht it tiro nnt inc oncc ivr.ble thl".t inf..,rnnl cnn­

vcracti..,no rc~rding poot wnr qucsti"no nig3t tckt 

plocc be tween United 3tctca, the British and the 

R\Ulaiono . In ouch nn event it night prnvc a poych'>­

l "(;icr.ll)' ollvontr:gt" us rv>ntnt t 'l pr eJent the r:fore­

nentt• ncd dcolnrot1..,n , 

':'he :.ll1ec\ r cprcocnt,tivco rrcoent tXJlrtolltd the 

de~irc t~ be kept p"3ttd rtGOr~inG the nr~o~ecte ~r 

ouc:'- tr ll:~ end or 1d t3£:; n•uld neennh1lc be guided by 

hio auG;coti"n tt' opprr..:-.oh :1r . Eden . 

( EJID or '!OJl.OE) . 

'L'. T':'r'E' 13 



TELEGr •. :: SElf.l' 

EJ 
This t clegr= r111ot bE 
cloHl;; p::rnphrc.sc.: bE­
torE being co~~ic~tcd 
to anyone .. (llC) 

!.::E::a.SSY, 

LOl:Dml. 

FOR BIDDLE . 

l!nrch 6 , l9<Z2 

Your 18, llc.rch 31 5 p. r.t., Polish SErico no. 12. 

One.. ·.7 E reel str ongly th..'\t the issuMc e of the 

joint lecl=c.tion r:long the lints J·roposed \/Oulc\ not 

be opportune juot non nm: hope thnt t'. \lc.y rw.y bE found 

to let the project qui Etly Crop 11ithout protrc.cttc cia­

cuo::iona • .• lthough thE propos td c cclc.ration clo Es not 

nttEJ:1pt to Eatnblish thE precisE outli nEs or c. poot 

·.r~.r Europe, it ntvtrt!ltltss :_;oEs 30 f::r in thia .:1-

rcction thnt ~. serious cl1aoussion of it \IOUld b E alnost 

ocrt:'.1n to ncccntuntE vnrious inherent difrcrtnc£9 I'J'Id 

n1;:;ht even result 1n thE rnis1ng or n nunbEr of post 17ar 

problEI.IO thE coMic~crntion nnd c.l1oposit i on or which nt 

t~is ti.'"lt t·:oul<l ten.: to c.listrc.ct the United lb.tiona 1'rot1 

tltc1r prinr.ry tt\3k of \/inning the 11nr. 

T\ro . Un l eos you perceive oo~e objection thereto 

it ia 1 therefore, suzgEotecl thc.t ~OU ~e.:i .tely info~~ 

Sil:orslti thL'.t your GoVEr nncnt 1a 1'irnly or thE opinion 

thr.t 



-2-~rch 6 , 19•:2, .; p . n., to London 

the )ropoa"-l shoul d be quietly shclveC: with r.o little 

furt;ttt• <llocussion o f it M possible. You shoul<! n .. ".l<E 

it cle~.r to Sil{orski, r.n<.: in your discretion to Cr ipps 

!'.3 t:tll , th,.t t:1c viE>ts of your Govtr111:1tnt ~.rt not 

»:: ~t<! u~on c.ny <lis::-.gretnent \lith thE principles tnun­

ci tee: in thE proposeC: utcl~ntion but by its convic­

tion th~.t ~.t the present stn(!E thE unity of effort of 

t:1t United ll~.tions night be better pr eserved ~.nt~ uore 

Effectively utilized if we continue to tru,c our st".nd 

U?On t:\e princi;,>les of the :.tl~.ntic Ch::rtcr . ·e tul 

sure t:1:.t ;rou ui:.:. be ~.ole to h"ntlle this C:elic~.tc 

:.l:.t. n• in such n :-1..'\."lntr t~.t the int cresteC: Govcrnncnts 

uill un 'crntnnd thc.t our c.tt1tu<l t is not pronptct\.by 

c.n:• 1:-.cl: of synp::thy or un<.Erstruuling on our p::rt . 

Three . Plt~.st keep us fully 1nfortm:: re(lnrc!ing 

~-our coa\ er:J •. tions on t:li:l ~ubject so th..".t "t ;IllY bt 

~.::>lt to supplt:t!cnt your l'C\t'.r::o in our tallcs •11. th 

Silcorslti ahould the ::u-.ttcr :-.ri~ E <luring thE course of 

hls coning visit . 

£u:J:; .. 1i:EB P:./D 

r:ELLES 
;.CTING 



Note: 

See letter the President wrote to 
Arohtblhop J'rano1e J . Spdlllan 

(Gen. Oorree - Drawer 4-42) 
March 14, 1942 



I ' 

lollll'Cb 14, 1~2 

You will ro~=ber , ~~Lb. retard to the rovorta we 
have recti ved ~1aL the Vatlca.n t:.ad &t,retd to receive 
a lt-lo.uUc :.latlon t"ro~ Japan, Ll.at I COJ!lll>unioa ted 
your =esaa.;-e ooncern1n_ t' Ia quoat1on to the Apostolic 
l)ele .. ate, 

lhe 'pos to lie Delow11te sent a n extremely etrono 
tolegraa t o the roly ae urg1n~ r econsideration or th1a 
step and emphaa1:1ng the axtremoly bad reaction which 
th l a a,;xo•e•ent on the ;>art or the '!at1can would have 
on publ i c opinion both in tba unitod ~tatoo end 1n tho 
other ~rlca.n He publica , 

I have aeon aubeoquont l y several aeubar s or tho 
Junertcan hiora.reey, inclu·Ung Dieb.op :1\U'ley or lorl~a , 

all of whoa bay e bean hor r1I1ed .m.n they lear"'laG t.c.at 
it ac tuall y wsa true th&L the Vat1oan wae roce1v1~ a 
dipl~atic ~isaion rroc Ja~ 

Yes terday I received a visit fro= Wono1&nor Ready, 
IJe handed me , w1 th •hat he and waa •protoW'Id ra ";l'et• , 

lbe Praa l dent, 

The lblte Houae. 



- 2-

a oesaac;e tr=oltteC: •, .J , .rou:,i• tl\a A1 oat ol1c Del e-
gate, by C&rdinal J; aG)..lono , the Papal .... ocretary ot .:~ Late • 

.1. u. encl o:~ 1n.:. a co~ o! t :..ls a.oo:sago ."or :rour 1.n­

ronn.a tlot&. 

:.o .... J. -:or ea~ , o .:.~ ..,.t·oroun.n.,. ouLr at;eC: , aai~ 

he telt 1t w:;,.U..llJ o mou t; holpL'ul 1! you }.>Orao,~na!ly would 
l o t !.rcubillho,. 3pol~o.n mow ,,ow stroneJ.y .l• ·ovar =ent 
ot the United Statoe f acla about thie u oo1s1on on tho 
part or the 1/at!can. ..111 ;tOU l&t me know it you lia h 

co to ~reparo a drLCt poreonal l etter for y ou to dend 
t o Arcbbieho}J S}J~llm&n i n thie aense , 

:.ell ove nw 

Fal thrull7 70ura , 

S U!Jl.IER WELLES 

~o . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.. reb 16, 1942. 

DJIOlWfDUII roB 

.. 

THE .ACTIRG BECRETJ.RI 01" St.Aft 

- aot na!le the recuJ.ar 

11n1ater to MlbanJatul DOW aDd 

1et 1 t onr with? Pvrbapa you 

can t1Dd aoMODe t'rOlll a de110b1l1a.4 

Bllbuay 02' Lac a t1c:G. 

F. D. R. 

Stute Departnent dispatch 
fron Dreyfus, Tehran , aated tarch 
13, 19~2, re this matter . 



-rs F; 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

llarch 21, 1942 . 

ACTP"G !:. C ~'i1 W IJF S'!',.fE: 

1'0° YOUR ~:rCR"''l' FILFS . 

F. D. R. 

Roosevelt's message No . 116 to the former 

naval person . 



I . ~;.I 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT ON 

Jlll.rch 21' 1942 • 

JIEII)RJ.IOOII POB 

l'IIE .ICTIIIG SBCRETAHX or BrAD 

Waa the cl.iapatcb t'rOII 

8ohoenrelcl., Bels1Did., llucb 17, 

1942, .,, 22, ~'-Ml1ll.ia•tel7 c--

r. D. •· 



I 

I 

THC UNDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASH INGTON 

March 24, 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

In reply to the inquiry oontni ned 1n your memoran­
dum ot March 21, whioh r eads, 111/as the dispatch from 
Schoenfeld, Helsinki, March 17, 1942, No . 22, immedi­
a tely communicat ed to Ambassador L1tvinov?", I may 
state that the i nformation contained in th1s telegram 
was communicated by Colonel Gunther ot t he War Depart ­
ment t o t he Soviet Military Attache on March 19. 

About a year ago the Division ot Foreign Activity 
Correlation in the Department ot State was set up to 
serve as a clearing house tor all i ntell i gence r eaching 
t he Department of State. The liaison officer ot the 
War Department from MI D daily communicates with that 
office in the State Department and is s iven, together 
wi t h the l i a i son off icers ot the other intelligence 
agenciee or the Governgent, all i nt el l i gence or this 
character which the Department recei ves. 

I n addition to this, other officials of the De­
partment a re in close contact with r epr esentative s of 

The Pree1dent, 

The White House. 



the Soviet Embassy and with the other mi ssions ot t he 
United Nations and a re da~ly tranecitting appropr i ate 
i nformation whi ch we receive to them. 

In the case ot intelligence or t he kind transmitted 
in the t elegr am !rom Helsi nki to which your memor andum 
refers, i t bas s eemed to me desi rable t hat i nformat i on 
ot t his stri ctly military character had better be trans­
mit t ed to the miss i ons of the United Na t i ons by War De-
part ment or Navy Department officers. 

Believe me 

' 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF' STATE 

WASH INGTO N 

Maroh 21, 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

Arter our talk two days ago, I asked Rarry Norweb 

to inform the ~reBident o! Peru informally o! your hope 

that he ~ould aocept an invitat ion to visit Wa shington 

in May. 

I have this morning received a telegram !rom Norweb, 

of whioh I enoloee a copy for your information, giving 

an account of hie conversation with President Prado. 

I have also asked the Ambassador of Ecuador here 

to tell the President of Ecuador that you hope t hat he 

will visit \•laehington sometime during the l ate spring 

or early summer, and that a s i milar invitation is being 

extended to the President of Peru. 

I believe that both visits would be extremely help­

ful at this point. 

Believe me 

Enc. 

The President, 

The White House. 



1:::c 
Thio tc!csra~ must b~ 
closely p:traphrllo:d \>e -

re ~c~: co- unicAtcd 
to ~ nyont , ( B) 

~ecrctary o1 State , 

, ... shin..,.:on. 

~72 , llilrch 20, 10 : , r:. 

3TRIC 1.:: #iJ!DJIJ tb . '0 • 

G r . r1 . 

Lime. 

Dll ted r.l:lrch 20 I 1942 

Rcc ' d 4: 25 p , m. 

1rDC:n S~CRET '.nY 

Pr~~ident :;>r.::t:o o::.v:<>usl:; \ICS ;:;re_tly plEased 

\/h:1 :.r 1.)\"~t:>tion , ..nC. ·cl<l ne thct h: \/tlcoHtO 

the oppo••tunit:r nhich c v.~.sit to "ah~.,cton uould 

to l'E•ter.1tt peraon.lly to t. c <>:·esl.:cnt .nd to 

rcc.:'!'i= to tl:c norld Perus p lie:: or cooperation \lilh 

the Unite<! Stc. tc G and oll tho t U 3icn1Cie o • 

.;.1nct the visit \lOUld rcqu.~.rc the conoe.-.t or 

t~c Pcruvi.tn Concrc:u , he rc~u.ats ti1ct pubhc~ty 

be ·.,ilhhclcl ;.nd t!l:'t the :.:ntter be hclcl inc nficlrncr 

I!Ult hr ~ l'l'OnG~O for C. 3ptc~;;;l SC anion. 

He C!l' c<l .·• >o CO=>VCi .. is ;>er:J<:t:l l crcctinGO 

to tllc l'r: oic:".t:lt :;nr" .o you. 

uorr.:o 

C:>B 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASH INGTON 

Llarch 31, 1942 

My dear Mr . President : 

In reply to the inquiry contained in your memo-

randum ot: March 26 in regard to Bill Donovan 1 s memo­

randum no . 347, which I am returning t o you herewith, 

it seems to me clear that if you agree to the procedure 

indicated in that memorandum the impression woul d in­

evi tably be created that this Government favors a Haps-

burg res toration . 

I f Otto is al lowed by your direction to see the 

former Hungarian Consul in New York and the latter 

transmits messages from Ott o to members of the Hungarian 

Government, t hese messages will unques t ionably contain 

t h e added information t hat this is being done under your 

auspices . If the suggested information service between 

HUngary and t his country is built up, it would be clearly 

a Hapsburg i nformation service . If Ot to sees you bef ore 

any of these steps are taken, that also naturally would 

be regarded as added proof that this Government is back­

ing the Hapsburg r estoration . 

I do 
The President, 

The White House. 
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I do not know what your own thoughts may be with 

regard to a possible Hapsburg restoration. It would 

seem to me that the situation is not yet sufficientl y 

clarified tor us to be able to torm any conclusion as 

to what particular kind of free - Hungarian or tree-

Austrian movement this Government ahould favor . From 

a message w~~ch Halifax gave me last night from the 

British ~oreign Office , the British Government seems 

to .feel pretty definitely that at this stage it would 

be premature to favor any particular movement . 

For the reasons I ~avo stated I seriously doubt 

the desirability of your agreeinF to the request made . 

There are plenty of ways in which Otto can com:nunicato 

with Hungary--and undoubtedly is communicating--without 

utilizi ng this particular method . The suggestion gives 

me the impression that it is being laid before you by 

Otto for the purpose of obtaining what is tantamount to 

your official benediction . 

Believe mo 

Enclosure: 
lo!ecorandum. 
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~ 
THE UNDEII SECRETARY 0~ STATE 

\ WA.SHINGTON 

i. ,{ 
) .. \ \. April 9 , 1942 

v'~ 

16:1 dear Mr. President : 

In the belie!' that it will be or interest to 

you , I am enclosi ng a copy or a letter from Charles 

Tauss i g, dated April 6, which I have just received. 

I have sent a copy of this letter to Admiral 

King tor hie information. It would seem to me that 

the Navy OOpartment would wish to ch<~ck up on some 

ot the information reported by Taussig. 

Believe me 

lly yours , 

Enc. • 

The President, 

The Whi to House. 



Deo.r Sumner: 

ANGLO- AMERICAN CARIBBEAN COL!MISSIO!l 

san Juan, Puerto Rico , 
April 6 , 1942 

I o.m writing this letter to give you my impressions 

on some matters that do not directly concern the Anglo­

American Caribbean Commission. There 1s a general 1m­

pression wherever one travels in the Cari bbean that 

Martini que is being used as o. base for refueling German 

submarines. It is also implied that our government is 

pursuing a ~staken policy. Perhaps the most outspoken 

was Sir Grattan Busha, Governor of Barbados , Who, 1n a 

private conversation with Governor Tugwell and myself , 

said categorically that i t was his understanding that 

his government in London disapproved of our policy 

towards Martinique end, for that matter , towards Vic~. 

Sir Grattan was, as you may recall, a hi gh official in 

the Coloni al Office , and participated in the negotia­

tions for the bases . I might add that he wae 1110at co­

operative and cordial to us while we were in Barbados . 

Officers of our Army and Jlavy also are inclined to be 

critical of tho Mart inique policy with varying degrees 

or volubility. I am passing this on to you purely aa 

a matter of information as to general sentiment 1n this 

part of the world and w1 thout dirac tly or indirectly at­

tempting to expreas an opinion on a matter of policy -
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of which I have insufficient facts to even form a per­

sonal opinion, 

There ia , however, one phase of this probltlll with 

which I am concerned; 1f tho .:artinique policy of the 

State Department is based on assurances from tho Navy 

that there a.re no enemy operations out of llartinique 

it is poaoiblo that these assurances are not wall 

founded, We spent a substantial part of day before 

yesterday w1 th Col. Ri118 , the Commandil'l8 Officer or the 

Army base in St. Lucia. Be told us that a few days 

attar the submarine w1 th the wounded German wont into 

Martinique one of his patrol planes sighted two sub­

marines in the harbor of Fort-de- Franca. He said that 

he sent a second plane to confirm this observation and 

that it was confirmed by the second pilot, Be further 

added that the two officers Who made the reports were 

both Weat Point graduates and trained observers. He 

claimed that, although he passed this information on to 

his superiora, no mention of this incident waa ever 

made in an offic i al report. Be further stated that on 

one occasion a report waa received from Uartinique that 

a submarine had been sighted near tho coast ; that he 

had a bomber in the "- r within leu than four mi nutea 

after receiving the report but that he subsequently 

le~ned that the message bad taken four hours and nine 
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minutes to reach him fram Martinique . He explained this 

delay by saying that neither the naval or army base in 

St. Lucia receive reports directly from Martinique; that 

this message had been coded; sent to Puerto Rico; decoded; 

recoded and sent from Puerto Rico to St . Lucia, where it 

had to be decoded again. Col, Ring introduced me to the 

Captain who is the signal officer of the base and asked 

the Captain to give me information concerning communica­

tions, The Captain confirmed the fact that they did not 

even know the frequency or the radio station of our naval 

observer in Martinique; that all of his messages were 

routed through San Juan. He also told me that t here 

was no equipment in St. Lucia and he doubted if there 

was in any or the other bases for intercepting messages 

from enemy submarines; that such equipment was on order 

but was not expected till about September , Col , Ring 

stated that one occasion one of his planes sighted an 

en~ submarine on the surface of the water with two 

schooners alongs ide. He said that they had no armed 

patrol boats wi th which they could board the schooners 

but did succeed in following one or the schooners to 

another island (I think 1t was Dominica) . It was boarded 

by the local authorities who found drums and cane ot fuel 

oil aboard - but the captain of the schooner claimed be 

was merely carrying on a legitimate inter- island trade • 



Col. Ri ng further stated that fishing boats leaving 

St. Lucia wore meeting fishing boats out or ~artinique 

(the two islands are in sight of each other) and he waa 

confident that information waa pasaing in this manner 

between the two islands, He stated that neither the 

Army or the Navy had sufficient equipment to atop this 

practice, Col . Ring is using several local negroes to 

keep him informed as to mat is going on among the 

natives of St. Lucia, However , bo says it is very 

ditficul t to get 1ntormat1on booause of the French 

background of the people and tho fact that they are 

very incommunicative. One of his local agents , he is 

quite confident, is also in tho pay of the enemy. How­

over, he does get some local intormation from this 

source . 

The general s1 tuation on the is laid or St. Lucia 

1a unhealt~. 'lho local police are inadequate and poor­

ly disci plined; recently tho local authorities requested 

in writing that the Arrq au lst thsn in stopp i ng the 

looting or tho two torpedoed ships in the harbor or 

Castries . United States Marine• wore uaod tor thia 

purpose and ono of tho looters was shot. This baa 

caused some bad blood. In conversation with tho Ad­

ministrator ot the island, the Superintendent of Agri­

culture , and Labor Ot~ioer, 'tll1 impression of lack or 



loya~ty on tho part of the native population ••• rein­

forced. 

At the requeat or Governor Jard1ne of Antlgue. we 

totJk as a paaeenger on our plane to San Juan, Col . 

stratton, Brltiah aecurlty otttcer tor the Caribbean 

area . Ho is atoppinl; ott at San Juan on bio way to 

Jam.ica where he will coord~te lntelll&ence operation. 

or~~ Britiah, 0-2, O.N.I ., and tho F.B.I. Ho rogardod 

the s1tuat1on ae eo aertoua in St . Luola that he was send­

ina one or h1o ooc~~ri ty orticora to romain thoro untll 

th1na• got atraightonod out . Ho oald t.bat tho oi tuotlon 

waa bad troa bottoa to top. 

Both Governor oiard.1ne and Col. Stratton req\leated ce 

to arrange with tho pilot of our plano to go oligbtl.J' out 

or tho cl.l.roct couroo trom Antigua to St . Thomas and fly 

over tho Pronch ialaM or st . Bartholomew. Jarcl.l.ne stated 

that bo bad reliable reports that oubotantial roruoling 

operations were being carried out .t'ram tb1a l1land . Col . 

Stratton particularly wanted to see 1t there wer• cany 

aehoonera 1n St . B&rtbol01ae• harbor a. We 41d. ••• ao:e 

schooners there but obrlou.sly, even tlrtng rtilat1Yely low 

&a we did, no t1gn1t1cance could necoetar1ly be attached 

to their preaence . Inaemueh u we were tly1,ng over thla 

area or tho Oar1bboan I docidod to continuo r111ns 1n tho 

Y1o1n1t)' or tho Dutoh-Froncb 1.ol&M of St. a.:artin ..., tho 
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British island of Anag.~illa , as well as the small islands 
on both sides or tho Anege.da Passage. It was regarding 
this section or the Caribbean that I roported last yoar 
indicating the lack of any precautiom against the use 

of these many islands as refueling bases , I t was inter­
esting to know that although. Col. Stratton is i n complete 

charge of British intelligence work in this area he had 

never visited this part of the Caribbean, From wba t he 
told me nothing effective has been done to patrol these 

islands . As we flew over them he repeatedly pointed out 

various bays and harbors , in some cases on uninhabited 
islands, t hat could easily be used as bases tor enemy 
submarine operations . During our entire flight of ap­
proximately 300 milea from Antigua to St. 'l'llomas , 'tlhich 
included ci rcling a number of the islands at low altitudes 
we saw no naval patrol boats or planes . Col. Stratton is 

going to make some specific recommendations regarding tho 
protection or this area, which he di scussed with me 1n 

some detail. I will advise you ot this when I return to 
Waahington. 

The torpedoing of the LADY NELSON and the UMTATA at 
PorE Castriu . 

Beoauae of the proxLmity of Port oastries to ~artinique 

you will probably be interested in details of t he torpedoing 

on March lOth aa related to me by Col. Ring. 
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At about 10:50 p.m. the lookout near Port Castries 

sighted an enemy submarine, Thi s was rifteen minutes be­

fore she fired her torpedoes , ~ere is no telephonic or 

telegraphic communication between the lookout and the two 

British machine gun ne~ts guarding the entrance to the 

harbor so that eight minutes of valuabl e time was con­

sumed in advising the machine gun crews , ~e submarine 

was proceeding on the surrace . Col . Ring took us to the 

exact position at which sub let go her torpedoes , which 

was slightly ins ide the entrance to the har bor and about 

350 yards from the LADY llEI.SON and the UMTATA, which were 

tied up at the Dock, The angle to the targets was a very 

difficult one , Col . Ring was h i gh in his praise of the 

German markmanship. Two torpedoes were discharged almost 

simultaneously, One struck tbe UMTATA near the bow; the 

other hit the LADY NELSON near the stern just forward of 

the propellers . The alcoa steamer which was in the harbor 

at the time was completely blacked out and aP,parently no 

attempt was made to sink her. The LADY UELSON bad her 

gangway lights on, and although the captain had been 

warned, he said he had to provi de these lighting fac i lities 

for the passengers Who wanted to go ashore . Both the LADY 

NELSON and the UUTATA were a.rmed with 4- inch and 3-inch 

guns but the gun crews we.re ashore notwithstanding that 

the c aptains of both ships had apparently been advised by 
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both Americon ani British authorities to keep their guns 

manned while in port as tho harbor was totally unprotected. 

It took throe hours to collect the gun crews from the 

various establishments of pleasure in the town after tbe 

attack took place. While the submarine was in position 

the two machine guns on e ither side of the harbor opened 

fire . The gun on the right hand side of the harbor look­

ing toward the town j~ed and was out of action. The 

other gun hit the deck and sides of the submarine and 1n 

the opinion of Col . Ring probably prevented tbe submarine 
from attacking the Alcoa boat . Ri nB had one of his planes 
from the Army base, which is about 25 miles away from Port 
Cas t r ies , over the harbor 19 minutes after he bad received 
word of the presence of the submarine but the delay of 8 
minutes in getti ng the information from the lookout to the 
Army base was suffi cient to aid the escope of the submarine . 
Ri ng is of the impression that the submarine was receiving 
information from the island of S t . Lucia. He bases this 

on several facto; that all of the beacon l i ghts to the 
entrance of this difficult harbor were out and that some 

aid must have been s iven to the submarine to enter ; that 

unless the commander of the submarine knew that the gun 

crewe on the two ships were not at their stations he could 

not have risked coming into the harbor on the surface and 
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coming w1 thin 350 yards of 3 and 4- inch guns . The ships 
are still tied up to the dock which i s completely blocked. 
The LADY NELSON has been refloated and will probably be 
pulled away from the dock within the next raw days . The 
two ships will probably be salvaged. The lose of life 
was heavy and included 20 passengers . I might add that 
the harbor is a rather unpleasant place at the moment as 
an undetermined number of bodies are still in the engine­
room of the UMTATA and the odor in the harbor and in the 
lower part of the town is , to say the least , unpleasant. 
This , incidentally, does not improve the morale of the 
people. There is still no submarine net across the narrow 
entrance to the harbor but there is one on order . 

There are two stories be~ circulated in St. Lucia -
both of which seem obviously inspired. One is to the ef­
i:ect that the submarine was an American sw which sank the 
two British vessels and left the only American vessel in 
the harbor unscathed . The other is that no Alcoa boat Will 
be sunk (none has been sunk to date) as long as they con­
tinue to bring food to Uartinique . 

The Administrator of St . Lucia r equested permission 
trom Governor Popham of the Windward Islands , of which 
st. Luc ia is a part, to make an investigation of the 
sinking of the two vesaels . 'lb.e Governor stated tha t 
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that was a matter for the British Admiralty, The Ad­

miralty refused t o investigate and the Governor authorized 

the Adminis trator, Ur . Wright , to insti gate his own in­

vestigat i on. 

Obviously the information contained in this letter 

does not come within the provi nce of the Anglo- American 

Caribbean Commission and 1s in the nature of a personal 

report to you, It probably would not help Col. Ring to 

have it known that he spoke so very frankly to me. It 

is rtf1 impr essi on that should B'l ything of major cons equenoe 

happen i n the Caribbean every effort will be made to saddle 

as much b l ame as p ossible on the State Department , 

Cordially yours , 

CHARLES TAUSSIG 



LA,.~ . 
!{r THE WHITE HOUSE 
1 

I WASHINGTON 

AprU 11, 1942. 

IIEIIOR&IOOII lOR 

tHE AC!IIO SJ:CBE'tARY 01" S'U.D 

lba t baTe you dcme about cbeng1Jal 
tbe Dl&tch Le1at1cm to an •Ma87f 
I th1nk 1t WO'ald help a lot at thU 
t1M. ~ a leaa degree 1t wool d help 
1D tbe oaae td Borw&7, lNt I auppoae 
th1a would niH a probln 1n 
relat1cm to Snda. ao .. nr, 1t •OI'WQ were Utted f'irat aa4 the 
8alll.aa •d• m appl.ioa t1ca tor t.be 
M·e, w oCNld IN ' it to Sud• 
too. I Will_., cleeilrll7 ban 
DOth'"' to do With D- rt 1D thia 
-tter. 

· •lao, you llight be ocaaiderinl 
1D ccmnen1cm with tbl poat-wu 
period a propoMl to all taM nat1caa 
to ban cae at-""'1'4 - all ema-
aar1 .. to be t-b-aaadora. D1at1Dctiam 
•houl4, ot oour••, be acle 1D tbl 
ratea ot paJ. It re·U7 auaa abaurcl 
tcw u to han .,_aa1ea 1n Bo11rta 
and Puacua7 and not to han t:aa. 
1n tbl ••turb""a or &wed• or 
Coata Bioa or •toarapa. 

P. D. B. 



---
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.lprU 11, 1942. 

I &&1'" wltb :YOil abollt tba YUU 
or the UDI of Oraace. I mOQl4 l1b 
to RC& .. t tbat be llb01114 c- DOt 
ODl)' aa tba Jt1D1: but aa tbe head or 
tba 0na1t .blaiaa aDd tba t be abol&l4 
wear at all U•• a Oraek Hl"rtoa 
UD1fon, aa a111ple aa poaaibla, aDtJ 
ntb DOt .-on tbua - ribbcm OD tua 
coat. 1la other worda, 1t will be 
IIUch aaa1ar 1t be -• aa a aol41ar 
tbaA aa. ~. 

Paaa UU. oa to ~· and sat 
word to t.ba Oraelt !.11A1atar. 

o.lt. abollt the YOIIIll c-t~ 
rrom IQcOilaY1a. 

P. D. R. 



My dear •::r . President t 

I have r oceLved t bl.o LlOX'I'Iil'l(; your two mol:lorarua 

or Apr11 7 , one r e l a t in. to tho vhit o!' t he '.l.tJC or 

Greece an 1 Lo ot~er all~ln.... 'W\OL.\er, ln viow ot the 

pro:>1 en or the ltinv o: IJr•ooce, vo coulJ dola;; dec i ­

llion O'l the v!.sit or the t:L'\.. ot tu.;oslavia tor a 

little while . 

You will r e!:lllmber tha t When I had tho opportunity 

ot t a lYin.... with you yoaterday corning you ~ent1oned 

theao t wo matters t o c o. 

,11th ree;ard to the vlait or t he Ki na of Croeco, 

I teal I cnn only r e peat what I said yesterday, namoly, 

that he 1a the head or the Oreek Government 11h1ch we 

recosnize and 1n view of tho tact tha t it hall already 

been aereed that ho ahoul<! v1a1t .. aahinston in order 

t o aee you on hia return t o En_;land f r o• t:...'7Pt , I .:0 

not eee how 1t would be );)oaa1ble t o cancel t ho v1e1t 

w1 thout creat~ ver7 bad feelinG , which would not in­

tr1ns1call'f be jua L1t1od . I apprecia te the tact th at 

'l'he Preeident, 

'1'he lfhi te Houa •. 
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t horo are elA~ente in tho Greek ;)Opulat1on ln the vnltod 

states nnd amo~ .~1ericana of Oro~' oricln w~o are stronc­

ly anti-~oyaliat . I have no r eason t o think, however , 

that ttese e .a.o::~ents are i)ropondorant nor that they have 

al'J1 thilx. Which th07 can allet;O azalnst t."to t.in_. lilblch 

woulJ ~:~ako his vill i t undesirable trom tho lone-ranee 

standpoint . I comeq11.ently r t!lco::n;.end that we 0 o a head 

wi tb the pl nns tor the villi t as arranzed. You will r e ­

member that it was acreod that th e visit should be very 

br io!' and coo~lotely informal . 

So rar as I know , end I have loo~ed into tho r.at­

ter , ther e is no s uch anta&oni em i n the Cnltod S tates 

aca1nat tho ~ in: of Yueoslavi a on the part of the Jerb1an 

elements , althoUGh at lenat a part of the Croatian ele­

ments are oppoood, for tho t 1ae boin.. nt least , to Gvory 

Ser bian. ·...;ain 1n t h1a cue the K~ 1a thG hGad or the 

Oover ncent which we rococni&e anJ he i s associated 1n 

th.o minds of h i s own people with tho revolt a,,11.inet 

Gornan domination. I woulcl, therefore , also in thi o 

oaee reoo~end ~hat 70u agree tha t he be permitted to 

colll8 to thie count17 &loring the tirst halt of .rune , 

provi ded that time 1s convenient t or 70u . 

I shall appreciate i t it 70u wi ll let me know 

what the dec 1e1on - y be since the l'ugo:~lav Oover!llllent 



• 

baa preued rapeatodl7 ror aome reply durinu the .... e t 
t'lro weelca, 

Bel18YOI.18 

?a1th!Ully 70ura , 

Stl1lli"ER 1'1ELL£S 



THE WHITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

April 7, 1942. 

t!EI.!ORA!lDU!J FOR 

'riD:; PRE&I!JENT 

!!r . Su=crlin c:clled to 
sa) that the GreeJ: in is ter 
11as in to see hio yesterday 
utlout the visit of the .U.n., 
of Gr eece to this country . 
He is not sure thut the King 
can get here by the end of 
Apr!l and t!r . Surunerlin 
thinks he would prefer to 
come the end of May . 

The Greek J1n1ster hinted 
a&nin about arranging trans­
portation for the Royal party, 
nentioning that we had a 
clipper service fro~ Largos, 
Africa , to Brazil . I believe 
he v1as turned down when he 
uskod for this before and 
·1r . Sumnerlin hopes that we 
will do so again. 

G. l.i . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 7, 1942. 

MEIIORA.Sro11 FOR 

TBE ACTING SECRETARY OF STA'B 

Wba t; do we do about this 

contidential 01emo? Show 1t 

to no one and tear 1 t up. 

F. D. R. 

·~er.1o a<i<lressed to H. L. H. 
f'ro::1 Howard Hunter re G.iscoura~:.ing 
the visit of the King of Gr eece 
to this country . 
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J}u THE UNDER SECRETARY OF' STATE 

{ I ' 

WASHINGTO N 

April 14, 1942 

K1 dear xr. Preeident, 

I have received tod&J Jour •verJ contidential" memo-

randum or April 14 . 

I am returning herewith the papers attached thereto 

for JOur own tilea. 

It is quite true that President Quezon haa made it 

known during the past aix months or ao t hat he wiahed 

Francia Sarre to remain. I t 1a &lao true that thla 

"change of heart", aa Kro Ickes terms it, occurred about 

the time that preaa report& came out alleg1.ng that JOU 

were going to aend F,r.nk MUrPh: back to the Ph111ppinea . 

In the talka I have had with Francia Sayre aince he 

re turned, he bas given me the clear impreaaion t hat 

during the laet tew months both before tha Japanese in· 

vaaion and eubeequentlJ thereto, Quezon and he were work­

ing well together and that there bad been no friction 

Ql the other hand, Francia Sayre told me that he 

had not spoken with JOU aa tr&nklJ &a he waa willing 

'l'be Pr81iden t, 

The Wh1 te Houae. 
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to apo&k with mo rogt.rdl.na ll&cArthur. Tho or1o1a through 

which M&OArtbur and he paaaed together eeema to have 

acoentu&t.4 all ot tMil' dit.t'erencea . S&Jl"t apoke to me 

with what I oan onl7 olaaaity &a active ~teat&tion tor 

~c.Art!Nr and it would l>o cUtt1oult tor ao to oxageorate 

the bittern••• witb which ~ apoke concerntna ~-

rr Sa,re wert to 80 out to Auetral1a to =a1nta1n 

hi& contaote with the Phil ippine Government 1n exllo, I 

e~ppoae he woul4 not have oceae1on to ••• very ouob ot 

ttacArtb\U', bu.t it he did, I tear the oonaequences would 

be bad. 

ID view ot ~ question JOU have put to ••• I !'eel 

it neceaa&rJ to stve you these facta. 

Believe 1M 



(VUY PRIV.I.Tll) 

M¥ dear Mr. Prtt14tn~t 

THE $1tCACTA"Y 0,. TH&. 1NT£R10A 

WASHINGTON 

Aprll 13, 1942. 

1 pthert4 at C.b1Ziet eeUac lalt hld.a.7 thu 7ou al&ht 
be thUkinc ot tu41e& ha.at: MurJikT to Alatralla 1a rltv ot 
Predd..e:nt <b;&.taoa 't otfldal nt14tact there. 

1 hAn alvt.7t telt p,:Ueularlr tJ'ltDAll7 to Pnnk ~ 
but I think that 1 oucht to tell rou that to&e tt .. &CO• vhtn 
Pret 14tct ~aoa, botb in letter• an4 tbro~ Retldeat 
Co&miealoner !llt•ld& v•• erpr et tlac keen 41te~t1 etact1on wi th 
Jrancie Sayre, Zllaaldt, to =1 turprttt, came ln to ••• •• one 
4a1 to •••~ •• that ~eaon vat tntlrelr aatltf&Ctor7 wttb 
SarTe aa4 bope4 that he voul4 ht ccnttaue4 1~4eflnittl7 at blt 
polt. Y",uc 1 atbd the Coad .. lour to u plain tb.h allnapt 
cha.:.p of Mart be tol4 •• tba\ l\ vat beeauat W report bad 
r .. ched. Protst4tot Cb~Ann tbat 70U alpt ttG4 ~ ~ 'bact 
ln plaee of Sayre. •• creatlJ prtttrrt4 '-Tr• to MurpbJ. 

1 t.boueb \ t.ba t 70u o\l&h t to lalov tl!.it. 

fttt Pret14t.at. 
the Whitt Route. 

Sineertly 70urt , 



/ 

VERY OS 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 14, 1942. 

IE 2£1 I IXQ ~ 

lalEllORANDUli FOR THE 
ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE : 

I wish you would give ae your 
priva t e and confidential slant on this 
problem. It had always been my t hought 
t hat whUe Francis Sayre had undoubtedly 
been getting on with Quezon much better 
during the post six aonths, Frank Murphy 
had been much more highly r egard by Mr. 
and Wrs . Quezon. 

I ncidentally, Fr~ Murphy i s very 
anxious to do aoaeth1ng constructive 
duri ng thia war and 1s tree !rom court 
work !rom J une 1 to October 1. I had 
t hought or aend1ng him out to Aust ralia 
to help Que&on oreon1&e a det1n1te 
Philippine ComL,onwaalth Governaent 1n 
Australia. 

F . D. R. 

2 enclosur es - 1 f r om I ckes (confi denti al) 
passing word a l ong that Commissi oner Elizalde 
hoped that Sayr e would be sent to Australi a 
if the r epor t was t r ue that Murphy was goi ng 
ins1;ead . 2 . let to the Pr es . from Frl.lnk !lurphy 

DECLASSIP"W 
By Depu<;t l.rrll!vist of the U.S. 

By I'. J. !> ~u.,..rt Date MI\R 7 1972 



THE UNDI!:R SECRETARY Of' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

I am sendlng you, merely tor your information, a 

copy ot a l etter I hAve received today tr~lto~­

Fish Armatron~. You may be interested in the sugges­

t i on contained in it. 

So long as we mai ntain even nomlnal relations with 

the French Government in Vichy you would, naturally, no t 

wish to do what Mr. Armstrong suggest s , but it might be 

that it relatione are complet ely severed later on, you 

would wish to give f urther thought to his suggestion. 

Believe me 

tully yours 

Eno. 

The President, 

The White House. 
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The Honorable Sumner \•lelles 
Department of Sta te 
1•/ashington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. Wellesl 1 

45 East Sixty-Fifth St., 
New York 

April 15, 1942 

Your note to Ambassador Henry-Haye seems to me to 
have been most effectively worded and timed exactly right . 

~~ l suggest that as the present crisis in Fra nco­
American relations develops you keep in mind the sug­
gestion which I made to you some months ago that a t an 
opportune mome nt the President should address a broad­
cast to the French people? My i dea is t hat , speaki ng in 
French, he would reiterate the hist oric reasons why 
they and we have a lways felt eo close , and without 
necessarily referring to the Vichy Government or to the 
Free French, would make unmistakably plain that the cause 
of the French people is part of our cause , that we are 
fi ghting tor the principles which made them prosperous 
and great, and tha t only by our victory can they hope 
to regain a l ife ~;orth living. He would incidentally 
a ttempt to undercut the German propaganda which says 
that Britain and the United States have designs on the 
French Empire. This might be an i mporta nt prepar a tion 
for any military moves which became necessary i n 
Martinique , l4adagas car, French West Africa or any other 
French colonia l terr itory threatened by the Axis. In a 
word, he would try t o exploit, to the d i sadvantage of 
Germany and the French collaborationists headed by Laval, 
the repugnance which the French people by all accounts 
feel for the miserable position in which they find them­
selves and for those whom they hold responsible. 

Believe me, with warm regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

HAMILTON FISH APJKSTRONG 



TH[ UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 21, 1942 

My dear ldr . President : 

In reply to the inquiry contained in 

randum of April 20 , with which you sent 

l!'.omo-

letter 

addressed to you by Justice Franl<.i'urte under date or 
April 16, may I remind you of my letter to you of 
April 16 with which I enclosed a copy oi' a letter I 

had received !'rom Hamilton Fish Armstrong. 

In his letter !.lr. ~trong made the same sug­

gestion as that conteined in Justice Frankft~ter's 

letter to you. 

With re&ard to this suggestion, in oy letter to 
you of April 16 I said, "So long as v1o maintain even 

nominal relatio.ns with the French Governnent in Vichy 

you would, naturally, not wish to do "hat :.:r . Arms trofl8 

suggests , but it might be that if relations are com­

pletely severed later on you would wish to give further 

thought to his suggestion." 

I still feel that that would be the wiser course 

for you to take. If a complete severance of relations 

The President, 

The \'lhite House. 
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becomes necessary , thon I think the suggestion or a 

broadcast from you to the French people would be well 

worth considering. 

Believe me 

ly ;ours , 

J 

Enc . 



TH E U NDER S ECRETARY OF' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 23, 1942 

lf.y dear ~:r . President : 

I am sendins you tor your convenient reference 
a copy ot Kirk ' s telegram 608 of April 17 , 6 p. m., 
which you have undoubtedly already seen. 

In accordance with the request contained in 
this telegram, I am likewise sendins you for your 
infor mation, in the event you have not already seen 
them, copies of the reports from the ~ilitary Attach& 
at the LeGation in Cairo , of which mention is made in 
Kirk ' s tolegram. 

Believe me 

Enca . ~~----------~+ Telegram 608 from Ca iro , "' 
1'/ar Depar t ment tolegrams 

978, 952 from Cairo . 

The President , 

The ,'/hite House . 



CC:r.1E:C"'<:D , .. C-<: 1 

:o .. s 
~· · •s tcl t ::;r·,~ :-ust be 
c1' sel) r';?l':r·::ec be ­
t. r e '.>t1nw ccJ·,:u;,ic:~ttC: 

tc -::-~:·cn e . (SC) 

COB, ~pril 17 , G ~ · =- · 

CPlr o 

Dp t rd hpril 17, 1942 

Rco ' d 1: 55 p . m., lQth 

tclc ~ r:::·1 07:3 tr ".'c r Dep::~ rtncnt fr'L~ !'ilitor y .. tt'!lchc 

tc a is Lc:~t1 n rc ::; .. reir.:_ :.:::1t~ ::s •. •ell ·s r.::ttri·l 

v·•·c~ Ftlltrs ~·s ~ten s c n(inc in cbrut 3m·~n1~n , 11 

f iclc's . 

FurthErmore I horyc thnt both you · nd t he Pr~sidtnt 

arr. e~r ing thr r~porta on the wcr s1tu~t1on 1n thi s 

er~P whi ch our Mil i tnry ~nd NPv~l Att~chts hE rE ArE 

sending to Wrs~ington . Th~y should b~ c~rEfully 

wr1~hEd r e agPin st rr.port• from Briti sh sourcEs 

for I am unPbl• to e~tlsfy mys•lf thot the British 

ar• r dcquntr.ly i mprrsF•d both by th<: t hrcrte to thi s 

Pr EP Ps well r a by its orr~nsivc possibiliti rs or 

er• sufficiEntly ~ stut~ r nd r.nrrgrtic in obtt in1ng And 

meking Eff£ct1vr. usE of th• m~t•r1~1 auitrblr for 

dcf•nsi v• rnd cspr ci~lly offensivE oQ• r~ tione 1n this 

thr.~trr , I n ~pr1l of l Pst y£Pr I aci d thAt I t hought 

thr t ¥£ should t ekt t h£ 1niti9tivt i n dct·r~1ning whl' t 
1e nEF:dtd 



- 2- #608 1 April 1? , 6 p . m. from C~iro 
. . . 

i s nc~dtd out htrt ~nd tn atEing tha t it gtts htrE. 

Now wE should be i n o poeition t o t~kt Rlso tht l~ndtr­

sh1p in dttt~ining atret(gy should b~ dEttrcintd by 

tht immEdiate ntcteaity of preserving ~nd dtvtloping 

thE offtnaivt pottnt1al1t1ts of thE rtla tivtly ftw 

b~ata from wtich thE GErm~n ItPl ian JapPntat mainlnnds 

can bE struck. Such blows str uck now ~vEr with smaller 

rorcrs would bE cor£ EffECtivE than massed atzacka 

l~tcr pfttr t hEsE bnsEe ~ay hPvt btEn lost and would 

go tPr to end tht war , Hitle r' s opEn discard of tht 

fiction of Vichy indEptndtnct incrEasEs th~ threat to 

thi s PrEP. nnd tn whole AtrJ.c•m continent, ThE only 

rtinforcEmtnta thPt onn bt brought quickly ~E air 

rEinforcEm~nta rnd the immediate usE of high al titudE 

long rMgt daylight bombErs may at111 servE to check 

thE Axis prtprrationa in th• Mtdittrr•ncan . AftEr all 

WE cAnnot do ever y t hing cv•rywhErt but we can do somE­

thing somewhErE lind I ~. aintllin thl't cv~n ln thl: achEO:t 

~f I'll tht optrl'tiona on the lJ.mitlcaa f r ont epto1nl 

tmphra t s on thE MtdlttrrPntrn Prta is fully JustifiEd , 

In short wt nEt~ bErt nmEricPn plPoEs undEr AcEr1cP~ 

supErvi sion to fight in thr ~m£~ioPn way, nnd wE nt£d 

trt£m Pt on or , 

YIRK 

CS!' 

1 Pi 7 I gp' or' cp 
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WAR DEPAR~IT 

IUCOt!n;G J:ESSAGE 

From : Cairo 
To : lo!ilid G- 2 

( nf:, l'l no . 978 Seventeenth 17 

ronill n D. ltoonnU Liln'vf 

DECLASSIFIED 
000 DIR. C>IOO.t (1/117/1!8) 

Dote- 1~- II - 6a"l 

Sisnatun- 19.;1~ ... 

Paragraph 1 . Your 805. Please read my 972 . 

Paragra ph 2 . Air attacks on Malta ar e so heavy 
and continuous that antiaircraf t and RAF personnol 
are becomine exhausted. Throughout day men are busy 
on defense missions . Nui sance raids at night pre­
vent sleeping. 

Paragraph 3 . Personal opinion is air attacks on 
Ualta is not merely for neutralizations but considera­
bly heavier and more intense than is required for ef ­
fective neutralizations . Believe German objective is 
to soften Garrison and Civil population; to deny re­
plenishing of food and fuel supplies; to force Garrison 
quarter of millions shaken and hungry populat ion to sur­
render . 

Paragraph 4. Believe present softening proc ess 
will continue until Malta is forced t o capitula te or 
until capture by sea and air will be certain and in­
expensive. 

Paragraph 5 . Malta cannot hold out beyond early 
.Tune unless food , and fuel supplies arrive . By early 
June it appears Hitler will need all available planes 
for theaters other than Sicily, I therefore estimate 
Germany will attempt the reduction of Malta before 
June 1st and unless mat erial assistance arrives believe 
he will be successful . 

Paragraph 6. There are 4 methods by which Llalta 
mi&ht be relieved: 1 , replenishment of fighters on 
Yalta sufficient to protect harbors and convoys ; 2 , 
British capture of Benghazi thereby gaining air bases 
from which to protect supply convoys for Malta relief; 
3, long- range bombera based in Egypt to neutralize 
German air force on Sicily; 4, Sabotage of German 
planes on Sicily, 

.. 
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Paragraph 7 . 1 . Effective Ci~hter Coree cannot be 
maintained on Malta until German Air Force on Sicily is 
neutralized. 2 . British will not be strong enough to 
just1!'y a limited objective attack for capture of Benghazi 
before June 1st which is likely to be too late to save 
Ualta. 3 . 6 squadrons of heavy bombers based in Egypt 
can materially alleviate the attack on Malt a so that 
fighter streng t h can be maintained there to cover convoys 
bringing in supplies and to attack German aircraft on 
Sic i ly. 4 . British have a highly successful sabotage 
unit which by parachutes and long- range desert patrols 
has the destruction of 100 Axis aircraft t o its credit. 
This unit is extremel y anxious to attempt sabotage of 
aircraft on Sicily, believing the objective extremel y 
worthy, operation wholly feas ible. However , sufricient 
sui table aircraft are not available in middle east to ef­
fect this mission. 

Paragraph 8 . Although Roumanian oil is clearly the 
strategi c target of the war,. most important immediate 
British objective is German airforce on S icily. British 
cannot afford to lose Malta. Malta will be lost if 
present scale of German attack is allowed to continue. 

Paragraph 9 . 
squadrons of heavy 
immediately . 

Recommendation: that a minimum of 6 
bombers be dispatched to middle east 

Paragraph 10. Urgently request this cable and 
972 not be shown to British. 

FELLERS 

f rnnklin D. RooooYol t Libr&rJ 

OEOLASSIFIEJl 
000 DIR. 6aoo.ll <•f27/t~a> 

Date- I ;a.- II-'-' 

SiplatiiH.; la>HP......A-



From: Cairo 
To !.!ILI D • 

\TAR DEPARTI.:El;r 

DiCO!li t;G MESSAGE 

No . 952, April 6th, 1942 

Conversation with Air ~arshal Tedder discloses be 
considers Roumanian oil most important strategic tars et 
of war , an especially worthy target this period . He 
would attack i t as major objective were suitable tor 
a i r cratt avai lable . Has been endeavoring to secure 
3 squadrons of heavy bombers from Eneland. RAF otaff 
of !.!1ddle East has made fUll study ot this problem, 
have had detailed plan tor month . Bombs available 
here, American bombs beli eved en route. Airdrome 
Western Desert south ot PUke otfors amply suitable 
bases . 

Shall forward as obtained complete data requested 
your 791. 

FELLERS 

..... .. 1• J . 1\ooonol\ 1.1brU'J 

,. I}~~IFIEJI 
!1 OIH. 900.11 <•I•? to•> 

Oate- 1~- 11- .. , 

S1ptve• #aiN cP....._ 



I 
28, 1G42 

My dear Mr. Preei dentl 

•1th refer ence t o your aemorandua to me ot 

April ll, I i mmedi ately transmit ted to the Net herlands 

Government , through t he Dutch Mi ni eter 1n Wnah1ngton, 

th~ exorees1on or your desi re to elevate the rank ot 

our reepect 1ve di pl omati c a1eei one to that or e~bassy . 

I hLve t oday r ec eived a vle1t fro m t he Dutch 

M1n1ater, vho haa offic i ally informed me, 1n t he name 

ot the Netherlands Oovernaent, t hat t he ~een ot t he 

Net herl nde velcoaee your euggeetion and i s moat 

grateful tor 1t. 

The M1n1ate• suggest s t hat 1naaauch as May 10 

11 the Lnn1versary ot t he occupat ion ot t he Net her­

l ande, t he announcegenta ot t he deci sion ot t he t wo 

Governaents be made publio on May 8 i n order to make 

it poeei ble to 1ntora t he Dut ch people by short vave 

r adi o brondca et on t he annivereary ot t he occupati on 

ot t he etep which bae been t aken ae a recognition by 

the United St a tal or t he contribution whi ch t he Dutoh 

people have aade to the oauee ot t he United Nati one. 

the Prui4ent, 

The 'tlhl te Houee. 

I( 
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t he Ret herlande Government bel i evea t hat t he radio 

broodcaat on the anniveraar 7 ot t he occupati on would 

have grea t propatanda val ue • 

..:i ll you let c e lt.now it t heee atep& meet w1tb 

1 0ur approval , anJ I will then aee t hat arr anaeaenta 

are aade 1n aooordance t herewith . 

I ahall appr eo1a te 1t 1t' J OU w1ll aleo let a e 

ltnow whether you now w1eh me to go ahead and a• oert a 1n 

whether the Norwegi an Government i e d1epoeed l i kew1ee 

t o r a 1ae the rank ot our ~1aaione to tha t ot embaaaJ . 

Dl!l1eve ae 

Faithf ully youra, 

SUMNER WELLES 
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