


THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 6, 1942.

MEMORANDUX FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

¥What do you think? I fz ‘:
an inclined to think that Kita, qE;
on arrival in the continental n gf'g
United States, should be kept ik
incommunicado and not placed g ;;::
with the other Diplomats. ??l E.
Plenty of food but no comsmuni- t:;‘ *
cations in or out. 5::) '

F. D. R.
Memo to the Pres. 3/4/42 from the A.T.
re Nagao Kita, Japanese Consul in Honolulu,
who was charged with transmitting information
to Japan regarding our vessels at Pearl Harbor
who 1s belng sent to this country, awalting
exchange of diplomats.
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March 6, 1942

My dear lir, Prestdent;

I am enclosing a copy of & telegram I have re-
celved this morning from the president of the Daltic-
Amerdican Soclety.

I suppose that the White House has recelved a

similar telegrem. I have no confirmation as yet of
the report that Sir Stafford Cripps/usde the sddress

to which reference is made in this telegram. If the
report 1s correct, it would seem to me that there
might be a possibllity that certain elements within
the Dritlsh Government are trylng to force our hand.
Belleve me
Palthfully yours,

¥
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The Fresident,
The White House.
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4R, HOPKINS HAD THIS.
THLC UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

T WASHIN
L.M.B. GTOMN

March 7, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

You may remember that I talked to you about this
telegram when Admiral Standley and I were having lunch
with you and that you suggested that London be lnformed
along the lines lald down in your memorandum to me of
March 7.

As a result of our talk I sent on March 6 a tele-
gram to Biddle of which I enclose a copy for your in-
formation.

Believe me

ithXully yours,

Enclosure:

Telegram to Londen,
March 6, 1942.

The Presldent,

The White Houss.

il

fatdy



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PERSONAL AND
March 7, 1942.

MEHORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

Matthews'! dispatch, No. 13,
March 3rd, 5 P.M., from Biddle
in London:

I think Sikorski should be
definltely discouraged on this
proposition. This is no time
to talk about the post-war
position of swall nations, and
it would cause serious trouble

with Russia.
F. D. R.
DECLASSIFIED
By Depuiy Archivist of the U.3.

By W. J. Stewart Date MAR _J 1872




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March &, 1942
{2I0RANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I have read this and it seems to me that
even though the text as su'mitted were pub=
lished by the netions concerned, I doubt very
much if it would do anything towards winning
the waer. Nor would it, I believe, be any sub-
stantizl encouragement to the pecples of these
countries,

It seems to me it might be better if the
whele thing were left uncaid at this time. A1l
of these small nations are locking after their
pogt-war position and it seems very risky bus-
iness for us or the British to encourage these
statements. I fancy it is being pushed

primarily bty the Poles,

If I were you I would try to discourage
it in case Sikorski brings it up.

L

H.L.H.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 4, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HARRY HOPKINS:

TO READ AND RETURN.

F.D.R.
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This telegram must be * LONDON

clesely peraphrased

before being communi=- Dated March 3, 1942

ceted to anyone (MC)
. Received 12:58 p.m,
Secretary of State

Washington

TRIFLE PRIORITY,

18, March 3, 5§ pem, (SECTION ONE)

FROM BIDDIE FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE ACTING
SECRETARY,

Folish 8eries,

My despateh 119, February 20, 1942,

The following is the draft of a joint declarae
tion which General Sikorski is urging the Allied
Governments established here to sign, While all
these governments have not yet adopted his propoaal,
Sikorald intends to present the matter to Mr, Eden
tonight,

MATTHEWS
RR




HRL London
Thie tFlrgram must bE

closely perephresed bE- Dated Mprch 3, 1942
fore bEing ?c nicated
to enyone, i?mu Rec'd 2:08 p.m,.

Scerctery of State,

Waghington,

TRIFLE FRIORITY

18, March 3, & p.m., (SECTION TWO)

"The governmente of Belgium, Greece, the
Netherlands, Luxembourg, Norway, Foland, Czechoslovakin
and Yugoelavin whost territorics hrve befn inv-~ded ond
are ot preeent occupied by Cermany or its satcllites,
and the French National Committee,

Coneldering veast Expericner and teking imto
receount perticulsrly the fret thrt » leck of preliminary
collerborrtion betweeEn the stetes mensced by the Axis
and tht suvcerior induetrisl wer potentinrl of Germony
have feeilitated the initisl suceccssrs of the
nEEreesors,

Conecious of the cloet reonomic eoliderity which
ghould unite the rllied countrice,

Desirous of ressuring in the future, the meine
tEnence of peece, onf and indivieible, on the oae
hand, by a cloer collaboration of =11 pemccful nations
end, on the other hand, by the adoption of all

mEABUrea




-2- #18, March 3, 5 p.m. from London

meesurce of a nature rendering 1t imcossitle in

the future for tht powrrs who have been gullty of
aggrrseion, agein to misuse their Economic potential
to disturb world pEactE.

Gretified Tty the reglonel egrecnfnts concluded
bty ther Governmente of Folend, Czcchoslovekia, Greree,
and Yugoslevir and considering theee saprrEmEnts as
an importent step towards # tEtter orgenizetlion of
intrrnationel rcletions in Europe.

One / mutuslly bind themetslvre not to conclude
s grpeprats peact with the Axie powsrs before the
total libeEretion of the countrife temporerily
occupied, which they represent, (on Crivpe' and my
gsuggestion thet thile peregreph reecmbl=d paragraph
two of the United Nations declerrtion, it wese agreed

to coneidrr ite withdrawal).

MATTHEWS
W8B




HRL London
Thie teleprem must be

cloeely perephrasced bE- Deted March 3, 1942
fore bFing communiceted
to snyone, (4) Ree'd 2:13 p.m.

Becretary of State,

Weghington,

TRIPLE FRIORITY

18, March 3, 5 p.m. (SECTION THREE)

Two / Affirm their detsrminetion to cstablish
bEtweEn themselves £ cloeE and mutuel collaboration
in full harmony £nd solidarity with Grest Britain,
the United Stetes, the Soviet Union snd China. This
colleboration, effected during the preseEnt war, will
bE pursued after victory with the otjret of attelning
# coordinetion of rctivities of the intesrested countries
in the politicel, Economic, social and military fields
on tht terelg of principles of Christisn morality and
netionsl liberty within the demooretic order end in
A apirit of sccial jJuetictE ssesuring to'workers &
well being which ie due them, the gusrantr=ing human
dignity. ;

Three / to this end, the government'e signetory
to this paect ere forming forthwith committees charged
with £eteblishing the modalitics for thie eolleboration,

beEing




-2= #1B, ¥areh 3, 5 p.m. (SECTION THRSE) from London
bEing gulded by the principles defined above',

MATTHEWS
WSE




EJ London
This telegzrem muat be

cleeely pornphrosed be- Deted Teorch 3, 1942
fore being corrmniccted
tn anyone. (IC) Ree'd 6:18 p.n,

Jgcretery of 3tate,

“rahington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

18, lerch &, 5 p.nis (3ECTION FOUR)

Copleas of the cbove drnft were distributed ot en
informal gothering Februcry 28, cttended by represen-
totives of the Duteh, Belgien, Yugoslev end Polish Geve
ernnenta o8 well s by 3ir 3tafford Cripps end nyaself,
""hen nsked ny recctlons by the Polish representntive,
I stoted to the gethering that I would have to astudy
the text before voleing ny opinion, Ileanwhile, however,
I wished to relterate ny former renorks thnt any such
prnject should be put to the "ecid test": would the
Rusaicna interpret 1t ca o nove to organize ¢ bloe
ageinat them, and in thrnt ecoe, would they suspect
British inapirction, in view of the nresence in London

of the Allied Governrents concerned?

HLTTEZVIS




HLC London

This telegrom muat be

clogely paraphrased be-= Dated March 3, 1942
fore belng communicated

to cnyone. (1) Reotd 6:26 p.o.
Secretary of State,

Washinston.

TRIRZ FRIORITY

18, Harch 3; 5 Pt (SICTION FIVE

8ir stafford concurred uvith ny remarl:s, cempha-
sizing his opinion that the Rmssians would un=
doubtedly internret the projeet in the above 1light,
He ur;ed, moresover, that in coaducting further
negotiations, cere be talen not to inewr [lussian
suspicion of Bpitish inspiration. Accordingly, he
ayggzatzd that & repreasentative of the [1lied
Govermments concermed pressnt the matter to Mr, LdEn,
in order that he in turn might inform the NMuasian
inmbassador, stoctlng that before discussing the
projeet further, the British Covermment wanted to
ascertain the Russian Governmentts attltude.

Sir Btofford odded thet the ideas embodicd in
the draft declarction differed Ifrom the Nussian
Govermment!s conception of post war “urope. HOVEVEr,
he did not exelude the possibility that Stalin m.ght
takec the catablistment of regioncl confederations, and
other points mentioncd in the draft, under consicer-

gtion,

ILTTHE S

C3B




o London
Thls telegronm must be

elosely onraphresed be=- Deted nrch 3, 1942
fore being comrmunicnted
to anyrne, (1C) Reo'd 6:30 p.m,

Jeeretory of 3tote,

Weshington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

18; Uerch 3, 5 p.m, (3ECTION 3IX)

Sir 3tofford coneluded by atnting he h-ped cnd
thought 1t was not inconceivnble thnt infrrmal con=
veractions regarding post war questiona night toke
place between United 3tetes, the British and the
Russlana. 1In such an event it night prove a paycho-
1ngically ndventegerus nmoment t9 present the afore-
nentirned deelaration,

The Allled representotlves present expressed the
desire t~ be kept prated regarding the nrospects ~f
suel: tolla ond seld they wruld neonwhile be guided by
his asugzeatinn to approcch v, Eden.

(EWD OF 'IE33LGE).

TATTTEN 3




TELEGR.I! SENT

EJ lHoreh 6, 1942
This telegran rmst be ¢
closely paraphrosed bee % Pelle

fore being cormmniceted
to anyone, (lC)

LIEIB,SSY,
LONDON.

FOR BIDDLE,

Your 18, March 3, 5 perle, Polish Serics nos 12,

Ones e feEl strongly that the issucnce of the
Joint declaration nlong the lines proposed would not
bE opportune just now and hope thot o wioy nay be found
to 1let the project quietly drop without protrocted dis=
cusslonsa,: .lthough the proposed declaoration does not
attenpt to establish the preelse outlines of o post
wor Europe, it nevertheless goes so for in this die
rectlon thot o serlous discussion of 1t would be alrost
cErtain to accentuate various inherent differences snd
right even result in the ralsing of a number of post war
Problens the consideration and disposition of which at
this tine would tend to distroct the United Nations fron
their princry task of winning the wars

Twoe Unless you perceive some objection thereto
it 1a, therefore, suggested that you irmediately inform

Silkorski thot your Governnent is Iirmly of the opinion
thot



-2=llorch 6, 1942, % paoey to London

the proposal should be quietly shelved with as 1ittle
further discussion of it as possible, You should reke
1t clear to Silkorski, ocnd in your discretion to Cripps
o8 well, thot the views of your Govermnent ore not
bosed upon any dlscgreenent with the prineiples enun~
elated In the propoazé declaration but by 1ts conview
tlion thot at the present atoge the unity of effort of
iE United Nations night be better preserved and nore
Effectively ubilized 1f ve continue to toke our stond
upon the principles of the Aitlantie Chorter, Te feel
sure that you will be cble to hondle this delicote
tntcer In such o nonner that the Interested Governnents
will uncerstond thot our cttitude is not proupted by
ony lock of aympathy or understanding on our part,

Three, Please keep us fully inforned regarding
vour conversations on thias subject so thnt weE nny be
oble to supplenent your renarks in our tolks with
Sikorski should the notter orise during the course of
his coning visit,

V/ELLES
uCTING

Eu:L.’H:EB P./D
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Note:

See letter the President wrote to
Architwhop Franeis J, Spellman
(Gen, Corres - Drawer 4-42)

March 14, 1942
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March 14, 1942

¥y dear lMr. Freslident:

You will remember, wilh regard to the reports we
have recelved that the Vaticen hed agreed to receive
8 diplomatlie mlssion from Japan, that I communicated
your message concerning this question to the Apostolic
Delszate,

The Apostolie Delegnte sent an extramely strong
telegram to the Holy See urging reconsideration of this
step and emphasizing the extremely bad reaction which
this agreement on the part of the Vatican would have
on public opinlion both in the United states and in the
other Amerlcan Republics,

I have seen subsequently seversl members of the
American hlerarchy, ineluding Bishop Hurley of Florida,
all of whom have bLeen horrified when they learned that
it actually was true that the Vatlcan was recelving a
diplomatic wlssion fram Jepan.

Yesterday I recelved a visit from Monsignor Ready.
lle handed me, with what he sald was "profound regret”,

The President,
The White House,
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A message tranamitted to wo, through the Apostolic Dele=-
gate, by Cardinal lagllone, the Papal Secretary of State.

I am enclosing a copy of this message lor your Iin-
formation, ‘

“onslinor iHeady, who l& profoundly outraged, sald
he felt 1t would be most helpful if you personally would
let Archbishop Spellman Mmow Low strongly ihe Government
of the United States feels sbout thils decision on the
part of the Vatican, %111 you let me know if you wish
me %o prepare & dreft personal letter for You to send
to Archbishop Spellmen in this sense,

Delleve me

Falthfully yours,
SUNNER WELLES

Enc.,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 16, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

Why not name the regular
Minister to Afghanistan now and
get 1t over with? Perhaps you
can find someone from a demobilized
Enbassy or Legation.

F.D. R.

State Department dispatch
from Dreyfus, Tehran, dated March
13, 1942, re this matter.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 21, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
ACTING SHCRETARY OF STATE:

FOR YOUR SPCRET FILES.

F.D.R,.

Roosevelt's message No. 116 to the former

naval person.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 21, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

Was the dispatch from
Schoenfeld, Helsinki, March 17,
1942, No. 22, immediately com-
municated to Ambassador Litvinov?

F. n' H.
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lk kt.‘ THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
it- WASHINGTON
March 24, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

In reply to the ingulry contained in your memoran-
dum of March 21, which reads, "Was the dlspatch from
Schoenfeld, Helsinki, March 17, 1942, No. 22, immedi-
ately communicated to Ambassador Litvinov?", I may
state that the information contained in this telegram
was communicated by Colonel Gunther of the War Depart-
ment to the Soviet Military Attaché on March 19.

About a year ago the Divislon of Foreign Activity
Correlation in the Department of State was set up to
gerve as a clearing house for all intelligence reaching
the Department of State. The lialson officer of the
War Department from MID daily communicates with that
office in the State Department and 1s given, together
with the lialson officers of the other intelligence
agencles of the Government, all intelligence of this
character which the Department receives.

In addition to this, other officials of the De-

partment are 1in close contact with representatives of

The President,
The White House.
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the Soviet Embagssy and with the other missions of the
United Nationg and are dally tranemitting approvriate
information which we receive to them.

In the case of intelligence of the kind transmitted
in the telegram from Helsinki to whiech Your memorandum
refers, 1t has seemed to me desirable that information
of thls strictly military character had better be trans-
mitted to the missions of the United Nations by War De-
partment or Navy Department officers.

Belleve me

FaXhfully yours

bk



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 21, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

After our talk two days ago, I asked Harry Norweb
to inform the President of Peru informally of your hope
that he would accept an invitation to visit Washington
in May.

I have this morning recelved a telegram from Norweb,
of which I enclose a copy for your information, giving
an account of his conversatlion with President Prado.

I have also asked the Ambassador of Ecuador here
to tell the President of Ecuador that you hope that he
will visit Waghington sometime during the late spring
or early summer, and that a similar invitatlion is being
extended to the President of Peru,

I believe that both vislts would be extremely help-
ful at this point.

Belleve me

Falhfully yourf,

Enc.

The President,
The White House.
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mic Limo
This telegram must be

closely paraphrascd be- Dated Merch 20, 1942
{ore being comiunic-ted
to nnyonts (B) Rec'd 4:25 p.m.

seeretary of State,

Washington.

272, March 20, 10 c.r.
STRICTLY (T O - DR SECRETARY
Depertmentts telegran mmber 254, March 19,
6 DTl
Preaident Prado obvicusly wos grectly plecsed
with the invitotion, mmd told ne thot he welcomEeEs
the opportunity which & visit to .ashington would
to reiterate pergonolly to the President cnd to
peaffirm to the world Perus policy of cooperction with
the United Stotes ond 21l that it aipnifies.
sinee the visit would require the consent of
the Peruvian Conpgress, he requzsts that publicity
be withheld and thet the matter be held in ecnfidence
whilt he crronges for ¢ 3pecial sesolon.
He oshed e to convey his peracnal greetings

to the President cnd to JoOua

HOR./ZD
i ﬁ’mﬁ“‘ﬁm
Biats Doyt Lelbeh 11172
MAR 7 1972

Iﬂ'l-wﬂlﬂ__-—
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Mareh 31, 1942

liy dear Nr. Fresident:

In reply to the inquiry contained in your memo-
randum of March 26 in regard to Bill Donovan's memo=
randum no. 247, which I am returning to you herewlth,
it seems to me clear that if you agree to the procedure
indicated In that memorandum the Impression would in-
evitably be created that thls Government favors & Haps-
burg restoration.

If Otto 1a sllowed by your direction to see. the
former Hungarian Consul in New York and the latter
trensmits messages from Otto to members of the Hungarian
Government, these messages will unquestionably contain
the added information that this 1s being done under your
ausplces. If the suggested information service between
Hungary and this country i1s bullt up, 1t would be clearly
a Hapsburg information service. If Otto sees you before
any of these steps are taken, that also naturally would
be regarded as added procof that thls Government 1s back-
ing the Hapsburg restoration.

I do
The Fresident,

The White House.
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I do not know what your own thoughts may be with
regard to a possible Hapsburg restoration. It would
seem to me that the situatlion 1s not yet sufficlently
clarified for us to be sble to form any conclusion as
to what particular kind of free-Hungarian or free-
Austrian movement this Government should favor. From
g message which Halifax gave me last night from the
Eritish Forelgn Office, the British Government seems
to feel pretty definitely that at this stage 1t would
be premature to favor any particular movement.

For the reasons I have stated I serlously doubt
the deslirability of your agreelng to the request made.
There are plenty of ways in which Otto can communicate
with Hungary--and undoubtedly ls communicating--without
utilizing this particular method. The suggestion glves
me the impression that 1t 1s being laid before you by
Otto for the purpose of obtaining what 1s tantamount to
your official benedictlon.

Believe me

ully yours,

s

Enclosure:
Memorandum.
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| THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
! t_l\-] \ WASHINGTON
4 X
. \“é\?«-" April 9, 1942

\ A
A

.;T h\
a4

My dear Mr. President:

In the bellef that it will be of interest to
you, I am enclosing a copy of a letter from Charles
Taussig, dated Aprll 6, which I have just received.

I have sent a copy of this letter to Admiral
King for his information. It would seem to me that
the Navy Department would wish to check up on some
of the information reported by Taussig,

Believe me

The President,
The White House.

DECLASSIFIED

Blate Degt. Letter, 11178 o '”""?
EgJ.&MwH:IHNL_HEE 71972




ANGLO-AMERICAN CARIBBEAN COMMISSION

San Juan, Puerto Rico,
April 6, 1942
Dear Sumner:

I am writing this letter to give you my impressions
on some matters that do not directly concern the Anglo-
American Caribbean Commission. There is a general im-
pression wherever one travels in the Caribbean that
Martinique 1s being used as a base for refueling German
submarines, It 1s also Implied that our govermment is
pursuing a mistaken pollcy. Perhaps the most outspoken
was Sir Grattan Bushe, Governor of Barbados, who, in a
mrivate conversation with Governor Tugwell and myself,
sald categorically that it was his understanding that
his government in London dlsapproved of our policy
towards Martinique and, for that matter, towards Viehy.
Sir Grattan was, as you may recall, a high official in
the Colonial Office, and participated in the negotia-
tions for the bases. I might add that he was most co-
operative and cordial to us while we were in Barbados.
Officers of owr Army and Navy also are inclined to be
critical of the Martinique policy with varying degrees
of volubllity. I am passing this on to you purely as
a matter of Information as to general sentiment 1n this
part of the world and without directly or indirectly at-
tempting to express an opinion on a matter of policy -
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of which I have insufficlent facts to even form a per-
sonal opinion.

There 1s, however, one phase of this problem with
which I am concerned; if the Martinique policy of the
State Department 1s based on assurances from the Navy
that there are no enemy operations out of Hartinique
it is possible that these assurances are not well
founded. We spent a substantlal part of day before
Yesterday with Col. Ring, the Commanding Officer of the
Army base in St. Lucia. He told us that a few days
after the submarine with the wounded German went into
Martinique one of his patrol planes sighted two sub-
marines in the harbor of Fort-de-France. He said that
he sent a second plane to confirm this observation and
that it was confirmed by the second pllot. He further
added that the two officers who made the reports were
both West Polnt graduates and trained observers., He
claimed that, although he passed this information on to
his superlors, no mention of this incident was ever
made in an official report., He further stated that on
one occasion a report was received from Martinique that
& submarine had been sighted near the coast; that he
had a bomber in the d r within less than four mimutes
after recelving the report but that he subsequently
leaPned that the message had taken four hours and nine
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minutes to reach him from Martinique. He explained this
delay by saying that nelther the naval or army base in
3t. Lucla receive reports directly from Martinique; that
this message had been coded; sent to Puerto Rico; decoded;
recoded and sent from Puerto Rico to St. Lucla, where it
had to be decoded ageln, Col. Ring introduced me to the
Captain who i1s the signal officer of the base and asked
the Captain to give me informatlon concerning communica-
ticna., The Captain confirmed the fact that they did not
even know the frequency of the radioc station of our nawval
observer in Martinique; that all of his messages were
routed through San Juan, He also told me that there

was no equipment in 3t. Lucla and he doubted if there

was 1ln any of the cother basea for Iintercepting messages
from enemy submarines; that such equipment was on order
but was not expected tlll about September. Col. Ring
stated that one occasion one of his planes sighted an
enemy submarine on the surface of the water with two
schooners alongside. He sald that they had no armed
patrol boats with which they could board the schooners
but did succeed in following one of the schooners to
another island (I think it was Dominica). It was boarded
by the local authorities who found drums and cans of fuel
oil aboard - but the captaln of the schooner claimed he

was merely carrying on a legitimate inter-island trade,




i

Col., Ring further stated that fishing boats leaving

St, Lucia were meeting fishing boats out of Martinique
(the two islands are in sight of each other) and he was
confident that information was passing in this mamner
between the two islands, He stated that neither the
Army or the Navy had sufficient equipment to stop this
practice. Col. Ring is using several local negroes to
keep him informed as to what 1s golng on among the
natives of St. Lucia. However, he says 1t 1s very
difficult to get information because of the French
background of the people and the fact that they are
very incommnicative. One of his local agents, he 1s
quite confident, 1s also in the pay of the enemy. How-
ever, he does get some local information from this
source.

The general situation on the island of St. Lucia
is unhealthy, The local police are inadequate and poor-
1y disciplined; recently the local authorities requested
in writing that the Army asslist them in stopping the
looting of the two torpedoed ships in the harbor of
Castries. United States Marines were used for this
purpose and one of the looters was shot., This has
caused some bad blood. In conversation with the Ad-
ministrator of the 1sland, the Superintendent of Agri-
culture, and Labor Officer, my impression of lack of
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loyelty on the part of the native population was rein-
forced.

At the request of Governor Jardine of Antigua we
took 88 & passenger on our plane to San Juan, Col.
Stratton, British securlity officer for the Caribbean
area, Ha 13 stopping off at San Juan on hia way to
Jamalce whare he will coordinate intelligence ocperations
of ths British, G-2, 0.N,I., end the F.B.I. He regarded
the situation as so serious in St. Lucla that hs was send-
ing one of his securlty offlicers to remaln there until
things get straightened out. He sald that the aituation
was bad from bottom to top.

Both Governor vardine and Col. Stratton requssted me
to arrange with the pilot of our plane to go slightly out
of the direct course from Antigua to 3t. Thomas and fly
over the French island of St. Bartholomew. Jardine stated
that he had reliable reports that subatantial refusling
operations were being carrled out from this lsland. Col.
Stratton particularly wanted to ses if there were many
schooners in St. Bartholomew harbors. We did ses some
schooners there but obviously, even flying rd atively low
as we did, no significance could necesaarily be attached
to their presence., Inasmich as we wers flylng over this
area of the Caribbean I declded to continue flying in the
vicinity of the Duteh-French lsland of St., Martin and the
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British 1sland of Angullla, as well as the small islands
on both sides of the Anegada Passage, It was regarding
this section of the Caribbean that I reported last year
indicating the lack of any precautions against the use

of these many lslands as refueling bases. It was inter=-
esting to know that although Col. Stratton is in complete
charge of British intelligence work in this area he had
never visited this part of the Caribbean. From what he
told me nothing effective has been done to patrol these
islands., As we flew over them he repeatedly pointed out
various bays and harbors, in some cases on uninhabited
islands, that could easlly be used as bases for enemy
submarine operations. During our entire flight of ap-
rroximately 300 miles from Antigua to 3t. Thomas, which
included cireling a number of the islands at low altl tudes
We saw no naval patrol boats or planes. Col. Stratton is
going to make some specific recommendations regarding the
protection of this area, which he discussed with me in
some detall, I will advise you of this when I return to

Washington.

The torpedoing of the LADY NELSON and the UMTATA at
: or astries,

Because of tﬁ; proximity of Port Castries to Martinique
Jou will probably be interested in detalls of the torpedoing
on March 10th as related to me by Col. Ring,
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At about 10:50 p.m., the lookout near Port Castries
sighted an enemy submarine, This was fifteen minutes be-
fore she fired her torpedoes. 'There is no telephonic or
telegraphic communication between the lookout and the two
British machine gun nests guarding the entrance to the
harbor so that eight minutes of valuable time was con-
sumed in advising the machine gun crews, The submarine
was proceeding on the surface. Col. Ring took us to the
exact position at which sub let go her torpedoes, which
was slightly inside the entrance to the harbor and about
350 yards from the LADY NELSON and the UMTATA, which were
tied up at the Dock. The angle to the targets was a very
difficult one. Col. Ring was high in his pralse of the
German markmanship. Two torpedoes were discharged almost
similtaneously, OCne struck the UMTATA near the bow; the
other hit the LADY NELSON near the stern just forward of
the propellors. The alcoa steamer which was in the harbor
at the time was completely blacked out and apparently no
attempt was made to sink her, The LADY NELSON had her
gangway lights on, and although the captain had been
warned, he sald he had to provide these lighting facilitles
for the passengers who wanted to go ashore. Both the LADY
NELSON and the UMTATA were armed with 4-inch and 3-inch
guns but the gun crews were ashore notwithstanding that
the captains of both ships had apparently been advised by
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both American amd British authorities to keep their guns
manned while in port as the harbor was totally unprotected.
It took three hours to collect the gun crews from the
various establishments of pleasure in the town after the
attack took place. While the submarine was in position
the two machine guns on either side of the harbor opened
fire. The gun on the right hand side of the harbor look-
ing toward the town Jaymed and was out of action. The
other gun hit the deck and sides of the submarine and in
the opinion of Col. Ring probably prevented the submarine
from attacking the Alcoa boat. Ring had one of his planes
from the Army base, which is about 25 miles away from Port
Castries, over the harbor 19 minutes after he had received
word of the presence of the submarine but the delay of B
minutes in getting the information from the lookout to the
Army base was sufficlent to aid the escape of the submarine.
Ring i1s of the impression that the submarine was receiving
information fram.thﬁ island of St. Lucia. He bases this
on several facts; that all of the beacon lights to the
entrance of this difficult harbor were out and that some
ald must have been given to the submarine to enter; that
unless the commander of the submarine knew that the gun
crews on the two ships were not at their stations he could
not have risked coming into the harbor on the surface snd
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coming within 350 yards of 3 and 4-inch guns, The ships
are still tied up to the dock which is completely blocked.,
The LADY NELSON has been refloated and will probably be
pulled away from the dock within the next few days. The
two ships will probably be salvaged. The loss of 1life
was heavy and included 20 passengers., I might add that
the harbor 1s a rather unpleasant place at the moment as
an undetermined number of bodies are still in the eng ine-
room of the UMTATA and the cdor in the harbor and in the
lower part of the town 1s, to say the least, unpleasant,
This, incidentally, does not improve the morale of the
people. There 1s still no submarine net across the narrow
entrance to the harbor but there 1s one on order.

There are two stories beins circulated in St. Lucia -
both of which seem obviously inspired. One 1s tc the ef-
fect that the submarine was an American su which sank the
two British vessels and left the only American vessel in
the harbor unscathed. The other is that no Alcoa boat will
be sunk (none has been sunk to date) as long as they con-
tinue to bring food to Martinique,

The Xdministrator of St. Lucla requested permission
from Governor Popham of the Windward Islands, of which
St. Lucia 13 a part, to make an investigation of the

sinking of the two vessels., The Governor stated that
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that was a matter for the British Admiralty. The Ad-
miralty refused to investigate and the Governor authorized
the Administrator, Mr. Wright, to instigate his own in-
veatigation,

Obviously the Information contained in this letter
does not come within the province of the Anglo-American
Caribbean Commission and 1s in the nature of a personal
report to you. It probably would not help Col. Ring to
have 1t known that he spoke so very frankly to me. It
is my impression that should smything of major consequence
happen in the Caribbean every eoffort will be made to saddle
as much blame as possible on the State Department.

Cordially yours,
CHARLES TAUSSIG
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ny THE WHITE HOUSE
W\)J WASHINGTON
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April 11, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

What have you done about changing
the Dutch Legation to an Embassy?
I think it would help a lot at this
time. To a less degree it would help
in the case of Norway, but I suppose
this would reise a problem in
relation to Sweden. However, if
Norway were lifted first and the
Swedes made an application for the
same, we could grant it to Sweden
too. I will most decidedly have
nu:ht:u to do with Denmark in this
matter.

" Also, you might be considering
in connection with the t-war
period a proposal to the nations

saries to be Ambassadors. Distinction
should, of course, be made in the
rates of pay. It really seems absurd
for us to have Embassies in Bolivia
and Paraguay and not to have them

in the Netherlands or Sweden or

Costa Rica or Nicaragua.

’. n' n'
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 11, 1942.

Pass this on to Summle and get
-qrdtothlﬂrnkﬂ:mllur.

0.K. about the young gentleman
from Wugoslavia.

F. D. R.



April B, 1042 a

My dear Mr. Fresident:

I have recelved this morning your two memoranda
of April 7, one relating to the visit of the Eing of
Oreece and the other asking whether, in wleow of the
problem of the Eing of Jreece, we could delay deci-
slon on the visit of the Eing of Yugoslavia for a
1little while.

You will remember that when I had the opportunity
of talking with you yesterday morning you mentioned
these two matters to me.

#ith regard to the visit of the King of Greece,

I feel I can only repeat what I sald yesterday, namely,
that he 1s the head of the Oreek Covernment which we
recognize and in view of the faect that it has already
been agreed that he should vilsit Washington in order
to see you on hls return to England from Egypt, I do
not see how 1t would be possible to cancel the visit
without creating very bad feeling, which would not in-
trinsically be justified. I appreciate the fact that

The President,
The White House.



there are elements in the CGreek population In the United
States and among imericans of Oreek origln who are strong-
ly antl-royalist. I have no reason tc think, however,
that these elements are preponderant nor that they have
anything which they can allege agalnst the King which
would make hils visit undesirable from the long-range
standpolnt, I consequently recommend that we go ahead
with the plans for the vislt as arranged. You will re-
member that it was agreed that the visit should be very
brief and completely informel.

So far as I know, and I have looked into the mat-
ter, there 1s no such antagonism in the United States
agalnst the FKing of Yugoslavia on the part of the 3erbian
elements, although at least a part of the Croatian ele=-
ments are opposed, for the time being et least, to every
Serbian. Again in this case the King 1s the head of the
Government which we recognize and he 1s mssoclated in
the minds of his own pecple with the revolt against
German domination. I would, therefore, alsoc in this
case recommend that you agree that he be permitted to
come to this country during the first half of June,
provided that time is convenient for you.

I shell appreclate it if you will let me know
what the declsion may be since the Yugoslav Government
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has pressed repeatedly for some reply during the past
two weelks,

Belleve m

Falthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 7, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

lir. Summerlin called to
say that the Greek !linister
was in to see him yesterday
about the visit of the King
of Greece to this country.
He is not sure that the King
can get here by the end of
April and Mr. Summerlin
thinks he would prefer to
come the end of May.

The Greek Minister hinted
again about arranging trans-
portation for the Royal party,
mentioning that we had a
clipper service from Largos,
Africa, to Brazil. I believe
he was turned down when he
asked for this before and
Ur. Summerlin hopes that we
will do so again.

G. G. T,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 7, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING CECRETARY OF STATE

What do we do about this
confidential wemo? Show it
to no one and tear it wup.

F. D. R.

Memo addressed to H. L. ‘H.
from Howard Hunter re discouraging
the visit of the King of Greece
to this country.



\J THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
] A\ WASHINGTON
KL B ‘,{ d

N, o April 14, 1942
A
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My dear Mr. President;

I have recelved today your "Very confidentlal"™ memo-
randum of April 14.

I am returning herewith the papers attached thereto
for your own files.

It 1s quite true that President Quezon has made 1t
lmown during the past six months or so that he wished
Francls Sayre to remain. It 1s also true that this
"change of heart", as Mr. Ickes terms it, ocecurred about
the time that press reports came out alleging that you
were going to send Frank Murphy back to the Philippines.

In the talks I have had with Francis Sayre since he
returned, he has given me the clear impression that
during the last few months both before the Japanese in-
vasion and subsequently thereto, Quezon and he were work-
ing well together and that there had been no friction
between them.

(n the other hand, Francls Sayre told me that he
had not spoken with you as frankly as he was willing

The President,
The White House.,

Ul o Yo J'llu ' ;_.,.)I- i -»q.f ,-'}.*f',;,_,
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to speak with me regarding MacArthur. The orisis through
which MacArthur and he passed together seems to have
accentuated all of thelr differences. Sayre spoke to me
with what I can only classify as active detestation for
MacArthur and 1t would be difficult for me to exaggerate
the bitterness with which he spoke concerning him.

If Seyre were to go out to Australia to maintain
his contacts with the Philippine Government in exila, I
suppose he would not have cccasion to see very much of
MecArthur, but if he did, I fear the consequences would

be bad.
In view of the question you have put to me, I feel

My

it necessary to give you these facta.
Belleve me
1 1lly yours,



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

April 13, 1942,
(VEETY FRIVATE)
My dear Mr. President:

1 gathered at Cabinet meeting last Friday that you might
be thinking of sending Frank Murphy to Australia in view of
President Cuezon's official residence there.

1 have alwaye felt particularly friendly to Frank Murphy
tut I think that I ought to tell you that some time ago, when
Preegident Quezon, both in letters and through Hesident
Commiseioner Elizalde was expressing keen dissatlefaction with
Francis Sayre, Eligalde, to my surprise, came in to see me ons
day to sseure me that Quezon was entirely eatisfactory with
Sayre and hoped that he would be continued ipdefinitely at his
post. When I asked the Commissiomer to explain this abrupt
change of heart he told me that it was because the repert had
reached President Quezon that you might send Frank Murphy back
in place of Sayrs. He greatly preferred Sayre to Murphy.

1 thought that you ought to kmow this.
Bincerely yours,

Aol ZBE

Secrotary of the Interier.

The President,
The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 14, 1942.

VERY Cunipeempygmes

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
ACTING SECRETARY OF S8TATE:

I wish you would give me your
private and confidentlial slant on this
problem. It had always been my thought
that while Francis Sayre had undoubtedly
been getting on with Quezon much better
during the past six months, Frank Murphy
had been much more highly regard by Mr.
and Hrs. Quezon.

Incidentzlly, Frank Murphy is very
anxious to do something constructive
during this war and 1s free from court
work from June 1 to October 1l. I had
thought of sending him out to Australia
to help Quezon organize a definite
Philippine Commonwealth Government in
Australia.

r.ﬂ.R-

2 enclosures - 1 from Ickes (confidential)
passing word along that Commissioner Elizalde
hoped that Sayre would be sent to Australia
if the report was true that Murphy was going
instead. 2. let to the Pres. from Frank Murphy

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputly Archiviet of the U.8,.

By W. J. Stuwart Dates MF\R ? 1.9?2



THE UNDER SECRETARY QF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

April 16, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

I am sending you, merely for yow information, a
copy of a letter I have recelved today r;ggjymulxnn~
fifijffffffﬁﬁi You may be interested ln the sugges-
tion contained in 1it.

So long as we maintain even nominal relations with
the French Government in Vichy you would, naturally, not
wish to do what Mr. Armstrong suggests, but it might be
that Af relations are completely severed later on, you
would wish to give further thought to his suggestlon.

Belleve me

idafully yours

B

Enc.

The President,
The White House
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS
An American Quarterly Review

45 East Sixty-Fifth St.,
New York

April 15, 1942

The Honorable Sumner Welles
Department of 8tate
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Wellest'

Your note to Ambassador Henry-Haye seems to me to
have been most effectively worded and timed exactly right.

I suggest that as the present criels in Franco-
American relatlions develops you keep 1n mind the sug-
gestion which I made to you some months ago that at an
opportune moment the President should address a broad-
cast to the French people? My idea 1s that, speaking in
French, he would reiterate the hlgtoric reasons why
they and we have always felt so close, and without
necesearily referring to the Vichy Government or to the
Free French, would make unmistakably plain that the cause
of the French people 1s part of our cause, that we are
fighting for the principles which made them rrosperous
and great, and that only by our victory can they hope
to regain a 1life worth living. He would incldentally
attempt to undercut the German propaganda which says
that Britain and the United States have desligns on the
French Empire. This might be an important preparation
for any military moves which became necessary in
Martinicue, Madagascar, French West Africa or any other
French colonial territory threatened by the Axis. 1In a
word, he would try to exploit, to the disadvantage of
Germany and the French collaborationiste headed by Laval,
the repugnance which the French people by all accounts
feel for the miserable position in which they find them-
selves and for those whom they hold responsible.

Eelleve me, with warm regards,

Yours sincerely,

HAMILTON FISH ARMSTRONG
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& THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
\I}}' WASHINGTON

April 21, 1942

2

In reply to the inquiry contained 1n.?6ur memo-

My dear Mr, Fresident: o

randum of April 20, with which you sent mle the letter
addressed to you by Justice Frankfurtey under date of

April 16, may I remind you of my letter to you of
April 16 with which I enclosed a copy of a letter T
had received from Hamilton Fish Armstrong.

In his letter Mr, Armstrong made the same sug-
gestion as that contained in Justice Frankfurter's
letter to you.

With regard to this suggestion, in my letter to
you of April 16 I said, "So long as we maintain even
nominal relations with the French Govermment in Viehy
you would, naturally, not wish to do what lr. Armstrong
suggests, but it might be thet if relations are com-
pletely severed later on you would wish to gilve further
thought to his suggestion.”

I still feel that that would be the wiser course

for you to take. If a complete severance of relations

The Fresident,
The White House.
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becomes necessary, then I think the suggestion of a
broadeast from you to the French people would be well

worth considering.

Eelieve me
alt 1ly yours, .

A




.

K THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE M
TR 4 WASHINGTON

VW A April 23, 1942

Ny dear Nr. President:
I am sending you for your convenient reference

& copy of Kirk's telegram 608 of April 17, 6 pim.,
|.‘--_---'''‘'-l----—l-'\-"-"'--l-rn-n-..._.

which you have undoubtedly already seen,

In accordance with the request contalined in
this telegram, I am likewise sending you for your
information, in the event you have not already seen
them, coples of the reports from the Military Attaché
at the Legation in Cairo, of which mention iz made in
Kirk's telegram,

Believe me

Fa 1lly yours,

E T

Telegram 608 from Calro®
War Department telegrams
978, 952 from Cairo.

The President,
The White House.

> e —waerT—

L



CCRRECTED riGE 1

Ceiro
This telegroam must be
clcsely saraphrased bes Datrd &spril 17, 1942
fere being cormunicated
tc anyenes  (8C) Rec'd 13155 p.me,; 19th

Secretary cf State,

Taghinpgton,.

608, .pril 17,

oy

Palle
FERSOLLL MOR Mo LCTIUC SECRETLRY
I gugpest you see ond show te the President
telerran 978 to or Departament from Lilitary ~Etache
tc this Lecotion regarding Ealta cos well o8 moterial
which Pellers hos been sending in cbeut Runanian cil
figlcs.
Furthermore I hone that both you ~nd the President
arr serFing the reports on the wser situ~tion in thiese
aren which our Military rnd Neval Attachee hEre are
gending to Weebington. They ghould be corefully
weighed re ageinst reports from British sources
for I am unable to entisfy myerlf thet the British
apr rdequately imprrsesd both by the threerts to thle
apes ps well f8 by ite offensive possibilities or
apr gufficiently astute rnd Enfrgetic in obtrining And
meking £ffective use of the meterincl sultrble for
defrneive end £specirlly offensive oofrations in this
theatre., In April of lest yeer I scid thet I thought

thet we should teke the initiative in determining what
is needed



-2- #8608, April 17, 6 p.m. from Cairo

4g necded out here nnd in seeing that 1t getes heEre,
Now we should be in & poeition to teke Also the 1z ndeEr=
ehip in determining stretegy eshould bE determined by
the immediate neceEssity of preserving and deveEloplng
the offeneive potentialitiee of the relatively few
beees from which the German Italian Japanese mainlanda
cen be struck. Such blows struck now EVEr with smaller
forces would be more effective than magsed attacks
1ater sfter these brges may heve been loet and would
go far to end the war. Hitler's open discard of the
fiction of Viehy independence increaste the threat to
this srem snd to whole African continent, The only
preinforcements that can be brought gquickly are alr
reinforcements snd the immediate use of high altitude
long renge daylight bombErs may gt11ll eerve to check
the Axls preperatione in the Mediterrancan. After all
wE cannot do EVErything everywhere but we can do someE-
thing somewhere and I malntain that EVER in the scheEme
of sll the opeErstlons on the 1imitless front epecinl
emphreis on the Mediterrencen erea ls fully Justified,
In short we need here aAmericen plants under Americen
supervision to fight in the americen wey, and wt need

them »t once,

FIRK

cee
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‘ranklin D. Roosevelt Library

war peparmeEnT  DECLASSIFIED

mvconve vessace  HOD DIR. saoo.9 (s/27/59)

From: Cairo bate- J2= |1- 69

To: Milild G-2
Simatnre~ MR,

No. 278 Seventeenth (Ge+!

Paragraph 1. Your B805. Please read my 972.

Paragraph 2., Alr attacks on Malta are so heavy
and continuous that antiaireraft and RAF personnel
are becoming exhausted. Throughout day men are busy
on defense missions. Nulsance raids at night pre-
vent sleeping.

Paragraph 3. Personal cpinion 13 alr attacks on
lalta is not merely for neutralizations but considera-
bly heavlier and more intense than is required for ef-
fective neutralizations., Belleve German objective 1is
to soften Garrison and Civil population; to deny re-
plenishing of food and fuel supplies; to force Garrison
quarter of millions shaken and hungry population to sur-
render.

Faragraph 4. Belleve present softening process
wlll contlnue until Malta is forced to capitulate or
until capture by sea and air will be certain and in-
expensive,

Paragraph 5. Malta cannot hold out beyond early
June unless food, and fuel supplies arrive. By early
June 1t appears Hitler will need all available planes
for theaters other than Sicily. I therefore estimate
Germany will attempt the reduction of Malta before
June 1lst and unless material assistance arrives believe
he will be succeasful.

Paragraph 6, There are 4 methods by which lalta
might be rellisved: 1, replenishment of fighters on
Malta sufficlient to protect harbors and convoys; 2,
Eritish capture of Benghazl thereby galning air bases
from which to protect supply convoys for Malta relief;
3, long-range bombers based in Egypt to neutralize
German air force on Sicily; 4, Sabotage of German
planes on 3icily.
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Paragraph 7. 1., Effective fighter force cannot be
maintained on Halta until German Air Force con Siclly 1s
neutralized, 2., Britlish will not be strong enough to
justify a limited objective attack for capture of Benghazi
before June lst which is likely to be too late to save
Malta. 3. 6 squadrons of heavy bombers based in Egypt
can materially alleviate the attack on Malta so that
fighter strength can be maintained there to cover convoys
bringing in supplies and to attack German aircraft on
Sieily. 4. British have a highly successful sabotage
unit which by parachutes and long-range desert patrols
has the destruction of 100 Axls aircraft to 1ts credit.
This unit is extremely anxious to attempt sabotage of
alreraft on Sicily, believing the objective extremely
wor thy, operation wholly - feasible. However, sufficlent
suitable aircraft are not avallable in middle east to ef-
fect this mission.

Paragraph 8. Although Roumanlan oll 1s clearly the
strategic target of the war, most Important immediate
British objective 1s German alrforce on Sielly. BEritish
cannot afford to lose Malta., Malta will be lost if
present scale of German attack 1s allowed to continue.

Paragraph 9. Recommendation: that a minimum of 6
squadrons of heavy bombers be dlspatched to middle east
immediately.

Paragraph 10, Urgently request thls cable and
972 not be shown to British.

FELLERS

franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
000 DIR. ssoo.e (3/27/58)

bate- 1= 11=6%

21 gatere RAI2A,
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WAR DEPARTMENT
INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Calro
To : MILID

No. 952, April 6th, 1942

Conversation with Air Marshal Tedder dlscloses he
considers Roumanian oil most important strategic target
of war, an especially worthy target this perlod. He
would attack it as major objective were sultable for
alr craft avallable, Has been endeavoring to secure
3 squadrons of heavy bombers from England. RAF staff
of Middle East has made full study of thls problem,
have had detailed plan for month. Bombs avallable
here, American bombs belleved en route. Alrdrome
Western Desert south of Fuke offers amply sultable

bases.

Shall forward as obtained complete data requested
your 791,

FELLERS

.d..5 O. Roomevelt Library
i 3LASSIFIED
J DIR. sa00.9 (9/27/58)

Date- Ja-~-53

11 gnature= RATR,
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My dear Mr, President:

With reference to your memorandum to me of
April 11, I immedlately trensmitted to the Netherlands
Government, through the Dutech Minlster in Washington,
the exoression of your desire to elevate the rank of
our respective diplomatic miesions to that of embassy.

I have today received & visit from the Dutch
¥inister, who hae officlially informed me, in the name
of the Netherlands Government, that the Queen of the
Netherlaonde welcomes your suggestion and ig moat
grateful for 1t.

The Minister suggests that inasmuch as May 10
{s the anniversary of the secupation of the Nether-
lande, the announcemente of the deecision of the two
Governments be made publio on May 8 in order to make
1t possible to inform the Dutch people by short wave
radio brocdeast on the anniversary of the occupation
of the step which has been taken ae a recognition by
the United States of the contribution which the Dutch
people have made to the oause of the United Natlons.

The President,
The White House.
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The Netherlande Government believes that the radio
brosdcast on the anniversary of the occupation would
have great propaganda value,

Will you let me know if these steps meet with
your approval, and I will then see that arrangements
are made in accordance therewlth,

I shall appreciate it if you will also let me
know whether you now wish me to go ahead and ascertaln
whether the Norweglan Government 1s dlepoeed likewlee
to raiee the rank of our misesions to that of embassy.

Belleve me

Falthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES
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