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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY ~ ¥
WASHINGTON

July 1, 1940

My dear lMr. President:

If you should decide to run
for President, I would 1like to again
recommend Bill Douglas as your running
mate.

Yours sincerely,

The President,

The White House.



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON

July 2, 1940

Dear Missy:

I would appreciate if you
would versonally put the inclosed
letter into the President's hand.

You will note that I have
not sealed it as I thought you
might be interested in reading it
yourself.

Yours sincerely,

N o

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.



{(Undated)
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REPOAT FOR SECRETARY MORGENTHAU

The following impressions are brsed upon observations which I was
able to make between the day when the German attack began on May 10, 1940,
and the fifth of June, I aoted as lisiscn officer between the group of
French armies (Seventh, First, and Ninth) and the divisions of the British
Expeditionary Foroe which were placed under the command of General Blanohard,

During the campaign of Flanders I spent moat of my time attempting to

estasblish liaison betwsen General Blanchard and the British divisions, ham-
pered as 1 was, owing to sll rosds in Belgium being blooked by the fleaing
refugees. (Incidemtally, this exodus was "organized™ methofically in every
village by agents of the Oerman Fifth Column.) I was able to exsmine many
members of the orews of Oerman bombers brought down edther in Belgium or im
France in the sectors of these Britisa divisions. Owing to the impractioability
of commniocating between units, I informed only General Weygand of the result
of the following investigations when I was in Paris just before taking the
olipper to fly to the United States.

On May 10 the Oerman bombing foroce (1,e,,exeluding fighting and reec-
connaisance planes) was comprised of nime thousend planes, all of which
were placed before the amttack on innumerable fields throught German territory.
To explain the importance of the initial attack and its subsequent reper-
cussions, I will quote from the testimony given by cme of the lisutenants
acting as airoraft ccmmander, who was brought down on the morning of May 10,

His testimony was oorroborated by two or three other prisoners,



/7

Secretary Morgenthau - B

Guestion:
Answar:
Question:
Angwar:
Question:

Answer:

fuest lon:
Answer:
Question:

Answer:

Cuestion:

#heres were you during the svening of May 97

1 was at airport Mo, 127a, a few miles south of Charlottenburg,
How many planes were there on that partioular rield?
Eighteen bombers, that is to say, two sguadrons,

¥oo commanded the squadrone?

Either captains or majors,

ipen did you receive your orders?

At midoight (ninth-tenth of May) cur oaptain received the
orders to fly my squadron, that is to say, mine bembers, to
airport No. 65b,

Did you know where this mirport was situated?

No.

How 414 you learn where it waes situated?

A few minutes before we took off an itimerary of the flight
was given to ewch pilot,

#hen did you reach airport Mo, &5b7

At three o'olook in the morning, May 10,

Wuat bhappened there?

Tnirty-siz small calibre bombs were loaded on esch plane,
Each plane was refueled, and we received orders to go and
bomb the rallrcad station of La Basses and the airport of
Lille.

Did you know that Belgium and Holland wers being invaded
at that timej

tio.
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question: Did you know that other raids were taking place?

Answar: Ko,

The other interrogntioms and the infor-sation reeeived by the Royal Alr
Foros and the Fremoh military eommand went to ahow that five thousand bombers
bad boen put into the air on thet particular morning in order tc bomb Holland,
Belgium, and France, The total losses sustained by the Gerwan Alir Foroce
during those ralds, which aceording to the Ourmarn exzpeotations -- interrogatlons
of offigers subseqguently onptured -- should not bave exceeded some [ifty to
one hundred planes, were 342 ships offieially brought down, Thesa five
thousand planes repressnted the first-line planes with the best tralned
orews; toere were at that time four thousand bombers in reserve, but there
were not four thousand ressrve orews in Oermany suffiolently trained toc be
used,

Ever since thie first buge onelasught, the number of objectives to he
attaoked beoame progressively fewer as the toll of Oerman alreraft brousht
down by the Freneh and British air forces incressed, Btarting on the twentieth
of May, I found that the Oormans had begum to use their reserve planes,
whioh were not as modern as the firast-lipe planes; some of them even lacked
oertain aquipment, such as watohes and flight instruments, ete. The morale
of the reserve crews waa far frem good, and their training had obviously
been very soanty., Some of these men had only from fifty to eighty bours of
aotual flying, As the Qermans were forced to use l936-1937 model bombers
with insdequately propared crews, and as the first line orews became fatigued

by their eonstant raids, the effeativeness of the Allied fighters became
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greater and greater. A% the beginning of the campaign they were sble %o
bring down an average of two Oerman planes to every one British plane lost,
During the last daye, when they begin to make use of the Defiant planes,
that average inocreased im the favor of the British to four and five planes
tc one, When German bombers made a formidable effort on Callais, Boulogne,
and Dunkirk (s task in which they were mct successful), it was interesting
to obeerve that they did not have enough bombers to complate the task on
the other side of the Channel at Dover and Folkstone,

A few days later the Germans put into the riret line mll of their avail-
able aireraft, and they wore only able to organize a raid of 155 hombers
over Faris, of which twenty-seven were brought down. Losees sustained were
well over three thousand when I left France., The official figure of losses,
communicated to me confidentially by the Royal Air Foroe when I was in London
during the last of May, was 1,487 bombars brought down by the Royal Air
Forge bohind the Allied line. This figure did not take into account French
figures. We do not know, of course, the figures for bombers destroyed on
the ground in Germany and occupied Belgium and Holland, To these figures
one should, of course, add the wear and tear, mcoidents, eto, Wher I laft
Paris, I was informed at the French headquarters by General Weygand that a
message had been captured by the French second bureau, sent by OGoering to
the superior officers of the Qerman Air Force, requesting them to hold out
for a few more days despite the severe lossen they had suffered,

All the sbove and many other detamils whioh I observed point to the con-

olusion thet the Gorman bombing foroe, while not completely destroyed, is
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oo longer, on account of the scarcity of trained crews, in a position to
deliver a decisive blow to the British Empire,

A8 far as large scale attacks on Oreat Britain are ooncerned, the
Tollewing observntions should be made :

1, The morals of the Royal Adr Foroe fighters is axtraordinery, W¥nile
gertain reservations can be made with reference to the ability of the Dritishk
infentry and artillery to fight the Oerrans on land, the pilots are far
superior te the Garmar pilots, They like their Joba, an® they kmow they
have the best equipment,

2., While it was diffioult for Great Britain to use many fighters to
protect France (the number of figuters of Ehe advance striking force under
the orders of the French command was mugh smaller than tne oymber of fighters
retained in #ngland), today all the fighters which cun only stag in the air
for one-half to one and ona-half bours because of the weight of armament and
consumption of fual, are protecting in a most officncious way the wital
objeotives in Great Britainm,

d. The output of fighters is ineressing every day in Great Britain,

4, The Dunkirk experience, where practically all the German strength
was employed to prevent traffic im ome single small port, shows tamt it will
be vary difficult for tae German air foree to bottle up all the Gritish saa
ports. One must remember that in Dunkirk during five days and five nights,
despite continuous raids, 8hips came with food and munitions and laft with

335,000 men. MNoreover, the British fighters which were based on airports
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on the Britisk side of the Chanmel brought down an average of some seventy-
five to one hundred bombers s doy over Dumkirk,

B. is agninet Ergland and the British Empire, the objectives of the
German Lonmbers sro innumerable (all too ports and indusirial genters, Loeds,
Glasgon, mrrlald, Birmingham, London, ete), whersas the Buhr, comprised
of over twenty million innabitants engnged in making war materials, concen-
trated in an area seventy miles souere, ia the greatest target for bombing
in the world, Moreover, the people of the Rubhr, who aro mostly Rhinelsndars
and not Frusnisns, #o not possess the warlike morale of toea latter, and we
know in France tuat the small raids made over thie distriot have alresdy
produced a very great moral effeet and ‘ausad ” materinl damage, which explaina
ocne of the reasons why Hitler hma to win this war vory quickly. Before I
sailed, the loenl Qerman radic atations were constantly semding anprals to
the civil population of the Rhur for calm ané confidence, stnting thet sl-
though the pesople of Oermany were suffering, toeir bardships were far logas
than thoee of tho Britisn and French pecples.

Were Great Britain to have mt her disposal an ever imeressing number of
bombers, I believe that the effect of continuous raids on the Rubr (wiaile
the Qermn Covernment would have to explain the reascms for not attalining
the immediste vietory over Oreat Britaim whieh they have snnounced) mizht

well prove dsalsive,
Tae British Eapire is, in my mind, very far from being beaten for the

following reasons:
1. Historical -- Hitler controls today ome-half of Burope and has not

yot reached the Pritinhk Iales; Napolson controlled the whols of EBurope and
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"as incapable of defeating Graat Britain, which then did mot bave the power
she has today,

2. Preparedness -- Oreat Britain is now just beginning to fesl the
posslbility of defeat. All her industrics which were not ready ror sar on
September 3 are jJust now swinging into production, She is mot tired like
Germany by a eampaign of seversl years of production oo a severs war-time
basis,

3, Wuile France was figating for Grest Britain sud fatiguing the German
war machine, Great Britain waas getting ready, and today, af'ter Prance's
Army's defeat and nine months of mar, Great Britain has sustained only ex-
tremely minor losses, to-wit: 35,000 men (prisoners, wounded, or killed],
(1t 18 not koown in this eountry thet the bBritish Expeditionary Foree losot
only 1,200 men in Norway)f om the other band, the Home Floet nas only lost
two airplane carriers, cnme tattleship, a few oruisers, sod about thirty
destroyers, and ten submarines, To attack the British Ewpire sugcessafully,
the Germans would have to employ a great air foree, which tbey no longer
have, and a eonsiderable fleat, In thnis connection, it is my opinion that
the Italimn Fleet will not belp Germany in the Atlantic, Tue Moditerrandan
is the "Mare Nostrum" of Italy, and I do not believe thet Italy's dietator,
®io needs his fleet to control the Mediterranean, will place it at Hitler's
disposal in the Atlantic, One must not lose sight of the faot that the war
ia not won for the Axis in the Mediterranean, where Great Britain and the

French Colonies can offer a great resictance to Italy, The Arabs, who are
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all sympatietic to France and OGreat Britain and bate the Italiana, constitute

a considerable strengto, which the Italiuns would have to cope with,

Moreover, she will have to take into account the strength and ambitions of

Turkey, Rusaia, ete,
Suculd the European people, particularly the Fremeh, aequire the fael-
ing tont, given adequate assistance from the United States, Great Britain
will pot yield to Germany, they will, by their active or passive resistance
to the 75 million Nazis, be able to play their part in the struggle of all

the forces whieh today, as im 1918, are ccnsclously or unconseiously fighting

to prevent Oermany from dominating toe world,
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The White Hpuse
July 24 1940

THE PRESIDENT

Leo Crowley and Stewart MeUDoneld both hold
luerative positions in private businesa, I
recommend that effective Aigust first, they
be permitted to resign from their respective
Government jobs and devote their entire time

to thelr personal businesses,

Henry Morgenthau, Jr,



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WABHINGTOMN

July 24, 1940

TELEGRAK TO THE PRESIDENT, HYDE PARK
(Via White House Telegraph Wire)

URGENT AND e

Tom Corcoran, Ben.Cohen, Ed Foley and

myself have worked up the following progrem which
we are very enxious to discuss with you before Friday
night when Tom Corcoran end I are going away for a
short vacation. I would appreciate your giving us

the neaessar}' time tlo discuss thii ides with you.
I

l., There ah:mld be established ;ithin the R. F. C. &
separate division, to be kmown as the Defense Finance
Administration, specially equipped to deal gulckly
and effectively with the finaneing of our natlonel
defense needs, The division should be in charge of
an sggressive administretor alded by a few key men with
a passion for teking and not evading responsibllity,
cutting red tape and making quick decisions. The
division should be authorized to avail itself of the
powers of the Reconstruction Finance Corporatlon under
gection 54 of the RFC Act as provided by the Glass-
Steagall Act of 1938 and the 1940 Nationel Defense
Amendment.

2. The Defense Finance Administration should have &
geparate section to look after the credit and capital
needs of smell and medium-sized businesses in order to

make 1t possible for them to take an active part
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3.

in the national defense program. The expediting

of the national defense yrogram requires the full
utilization of the capacity and skill of =1l business,
emall a5 well as large.

The Defense Finance Administration would conduct a
widespread publicity cempaign, making imown to small
and medium-sized business that funds will be avallsble
on liberal terms, including low interest rates and
without the rigorous requirements which have heretofore
characterized the making of loans to smell and medium-
sized business by the Reconstructlon Finence Corporation
and Federal Reserve Banks.

The Defense Finance Administration should utilize not
only the RFC reglonal fiscal agencies but also other
decentralized government offices as well as ordinary
commercial benks, with a view to bringing credit and
capital to business men on thelr home ground and making
it unnecessary for them to come to Washington. These
local sgencles and banks could act as the agente of the
RFC, or in the ecase of local banks, the loans could be
made by the banks with the RFC participating therein.
Hegulations governing the program should lay down standards
which will enable the local agencles and banks to approve

small loans without reference to Washington.
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5a

The Reconstruction Finance Corporstion would
make avallable to the Defense Finence Administretion
a billion dollare to be provided by borrowed funds
to the extent that the RFC might not have such
amount aveiloble. This money would be used as a
revolving fund by the Defense Finance Administration.

Once & month the Defense Finance Administration
would make a detailed report of ite activities during
the preceding month to the Board of Directors of the
RFC so that the REFC would always be advised of the
activities of the Defense Finance Administration.
The degree of control which the Federal Loan
Administrator would exercise over the Defemse Finance
Administration would be substentially the same as
the control which he exercises over the Federal
Housing Administration, the Federal Home Loan Bank
Board, or other organizatione under his supervision.

Henry Morgenthau, Jr.
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The Presidentt

Urgent and

Tuﬁinrcnrn. Ben Cohen Ed Foley and myself have worked
up the fellewing program which we are very anxious to
discuss with you before Friday night when Tom Corcoran
and I are going away for a short vacatlon. I would
appreclate your giving us the necesasary time to discuss
this idea wlth you.

(1) There should be established within the R.F.C.
a separate division, to be known as the Defense Flnance
Administration, specially equipped to deal quickly snd
effectively with the finaneing of our nationsl defenase
needs. The divislion should be ifgharge of an agsressive
administrator aided by a few key men with a passion for
taking and not evading responsibility, cutting red tape
and making quick declsionsy The division should be author.
178d to avail itself of the powers of the Recorstruction
Fianance Corporation under section 5d of the R.F.C. Act
as provided by the Glaas-3teagall Act of 1938 and the
1940 National Defense Amendment,

{2) Tha Defense Finance fAdministration should have
a separate section to loock after the credit and capltal
needs of small and medium-sized businesses in order to
ma-e it possible for them to take an active part in the
natlional defense progrem. The expediting of the national
defense prograem requires the full utilization of' the
canacity and skill of all busineas, small as well as large,.

(3) The pefense Plnance Adminiatration would conduct
a widespread publieity cempeign, making known to small
and medium-sized business that funds will be avallable
on liberal terms, including low interest rates and without
the rimorous requirements whieh have heretofore character-
ized the making of loans to smell and medium-slized business
by the Reconstruction Finance Corporstion and Faderal
Heserve Banks.

(4) The Defense Finance Administration should utilize
not only the R.F.C. regional fiscal agencles but als=o
other decentralized Jovermment offices as well as ordinary
commercial Bapks, with a view to bringing eredit and
capital to business men on their home ground and making
1t unnecessary for them to come to Washington, These loeal
agencles and banks could aet as the mgents of the R.F.C.

or in the case of local banks, the loans could be made
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by the banks with the R.F.C partleipating therein, fhermula-
tiona governing the program should lay down standards
which will enable the locsl amencles snd banks to approve
small loans without reference to Washington.

(5) The Hheconatruction Finance Corporation would make
available to the Defense Finance Administration s blllien
dollars to be provided by borrowed fundas to the extent
that the H.F.C. might not heve such smount avallable.
This money would be used as e revolving fund by the
DPefense Finance Corporation,

{6) Once a month the Defense Finance Administration
would make a detailed report of 1ts actlvitlies during
the preceding month to the Board of Directors of the
R.F.C =0 that the R.E.C., would always be advised of the
netivities of the Defense Finance Adminlstration. The
degres of control which the Federal loan adminlstrator
would exercise over the Defense Finance Administration
would be substantiaslly the same as the control which
he exercises over the Federsl Housing Administration,
the Federal Home Loan Bank Board, or other organlizatlions
under his supervislon.

*

Henry Morgentham, Jr.
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The White House (.
Hashington

The White House
July 24 1940

For' The Preaident

Departure permita granted to vessels
earrying petroleum produets on July 23

San Clemente Maru, (Jap.) 5285 net tonnage; petroleum products;
amount----3 from San Franclsco, to Japanese and Chinese ports.

Gulf Wex, {American) 5522 net tonnage; petroleum products
amount-=-=-=-3 from Port Arthur, to Port Petrol, Callfornia,

Keisyo Maru, (Jap.) 3582 net tonnage; aviation gasoline;
10,000 barrels in drums; from San Pedro, to Tokuyama and
Fure Japan.

Solstad, (Nor.) 3435 net tonname; lube oll; amount----3
from Houston, to United Kingdom.

Tatibana Maru (Jap.) net tonnage----=- : diesel oll;
55,000 barrels in bulk; from San Pedro, to Kawasaki, Japan.

Corisco, (Hon.) 552 net tomnage; petroleum products;
amount----3 from Port Arthur, to Puerto Cortez, lond.

Skendinavia, (Nor.) 723 net tonnage; petroleum products;
amount-=--3 from Port Arthur to Montevideo Ur.,, Rio de
Janeiro and Santos, Brazil.

Henry Morgenthan Jr,.
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Sensatlional Discoverilies on the Lolre

The Becret Political Documents of the French General Staff are
Captured

It i1s officlially announced: Our troops have made a great
discovery. In the small town of La Charite on the Loire, a small
reconnalssance group captured the secret political documents of
the French General 3taff in a half destroyed alrplane. The docu=-
menta found here are of such importance that thelr publication
must be regarded as the greatest sensatlion of thie kind. They
disclose with an almost unprecedented clarity the cynlcal aims
for spreading the war of England and France.

Everything which was suspected or inferred, on the German
glde, with regard to these plans and which has been supported by
the documents found up until now, becomes astonishingly clarified,
in i1tes large outlines, through these documents.

On account of their own weakness and because of the laock of
preparation on the part of England and France, the small peoples
of Europe were to be led systematically to the shambles. It was
desired to subjugate Germany in two ways. First, through cutting
off Germany from the Swedlsh iron mines or through thelr de-
struction. Further, through the destruction both of Rumanian
0il and of the Soviet Russian oil flelds of Baku and Batum.
Second, through bringing Scandinavia into the war against
Germany, whereby 1t was desired to gain 10 divisions against
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Germany and through bringing in Rumania, Turkey, Greece and
Yugoslavia, shereby i1t was hoped to mobilize 100 divisions
against Germany. Thle was called, cleverly, the strategy of
the "Front Dusure" (Attrition Front) against the German army.

For a lonz time béth of these actlons were decided things.
Only the incompetence and the lack of declsion of the enemy
leadership and the lightning quick blowe of the German army have
frustrated these plana.

Rightly did General Gamelin, in a discovered note of
May 12, 1940, order the greatest precautions for keeping these
documents of the General Btaff secret for "Af one of these
documents should fall into the hands of the enemy" the German
High Command will "thereby receive political instruments which
i1t would employ against the Alliea."

A truly classlc document of unscrupulousness. The General
Staff of the French was clear with regard to the catastrophioe
results which the publication of these documents must have upon
English and French polloy.

The Foreign Office has undertaken an assemblage of these
documents in its White Book No. 6. In consideration of the
momentous importance, however, today before the publication
of the White Book, there 1s hereby begun an attempt to put
before the public a preliminary series of these documents.

A game of intrigue 1s hereby disclosed, such as the world has

hardly heretofore seen., The documents speak for themselves.



Document No. 1

Telegram of General Weygand to General Gamelin,

March 7, 1940.

England prepares for the bombardment of the oil
fields of Baku and Batum. - English and French of ficers ex-
plore the necessary ailr fields, in civilian dress, as persona

interested in petroleum,

General Headquarters of the Eastern Mediterranean
Operation Area,

The General No. 295 3/8 March 7, 1940 Strictly Confidential

(Copy)

General Weygand to the Commander of the Military Forces and
Chlef of the General Staff of Defense.

Alr Marshal Mitchell, Commander of the Air Force of the
Middle East, who today came to Beyrouth, in the company of
General Jauneaud, on the way to Ankara, has informed me that he
has received information from London regarding the preparations
for the eventual bombardment of Baku and Batum. He explained to
me that he intended to ask Marshal Cakmalk for the permission to
explore air fields in the area of Diabekir, Ergerum, Kars and
the Yan Sea, which can serve as intermediary landing places for
airplanes which have thelr principal base in Djezireh. Air
Marshal Mitchell asked me for permigsion to explore our air
flelds in D)ezireh because the political condition of Irak,
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whose independence 1ie recognized, 1s not such as makes possible
the use of the air fields of that sovereign territory without
danger of complications., I am honored to inform you that

I consented to the request of the Alr Marshal, The surveys will
shortly be undertaken by British and French officers, both in
civilian drese. Thereby the impression will be given that the
affair is one of work relating to the exploitation of the oil

bearing strata of this area.

Weygand



Document No. 2

Note of General Gamelin of March 10, 1940

Plans of the Allies for the creation of new fronts
in the Scandinavians and in the Balkans. -- The Divisions of
the Scandinavians and Balkan countries shall fight for the
Allles

No. 104/1 - Strictly confidential = March 10, 1940
Note concerning the participation of French and

Eritish forces in the operationa in Finland,

With the beginning of the hostilitles between Finland and
Soviet Rusela on the 30th of November, 1939, the French and
Eritish Governments have expressed their wills to give practical
and quick help in Finland through the delivery of airplanes and
munitions. The first shipments of the material began on the 20th
of December., The French High Command, for ite part, without
delay has concerned itself to realize the deeire of Marshal
Mannerheim, insofar as -- apart from the volunteer shipments of
materials and the shipments that the Marshal has already received --
French forcee can be placed in the operaticns. For this purpose,
Commander Gonoval wae sent to the Finnish General. He left
France on December 20, 1949 for Helsinki and came back on the
20th of January in 1940,

On January 16, the French High Command worked on a general

plan for armed intervention in Finland. This plan particularly



i
looked forward to the landing of Allled troops ln FPetsamo,
At the same time, the harbors and air flelds of the Norweglan
west coast were, should the occasion arlse, to be taken over
as a precautionary measure by the Allles. The plan was,
furthermore, that on the basis of the resulte once achleved,
the operations should Af possible be extended toward Sweden
and that the iron mines of Gallivare, which are valuable sources
for iron shipment to Germany, should be ococupled. Through thils
operation, there should at the same time, be & new connection
made between Narvik and Lulor, The plan for the operatlion at
Fetsamo coincided with the one that Marshal Mannerheim placed
before Commander Ganoval.

At the semi-officlal conversations the British High Command
geemed to share our views. At the inter-Allied military con-
versations of January 31 and February 1, which preceded the
meeting of the Supreme Council of February 5, the English
pushed the question of direct help for Finland back to a secondary
position. They showed themselves to be convinced supporters of
an expedition against the northern Swedlesh iron mines, which,
at least in the beginning, would have made the transference of
a part of the engaged forces to Finland merely a side show.
Thereby, the expedition agalnst Petsamo was abandoned for
practical purposes. It had only a secondary and subsequent
character., This view achieved & majority in the Supreme Council,
The preparation of the Scandinavian expedition wae immediately
taken in hand, and the French and British forces were ready to
be transported from the first daye in March.
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The first group of French forces (an Alpine Rifle Brigade)
wag ready to leave 1ts garrison on the 26th of February and
could have been embarked anytime from the firat of March., For
the case of a sudden blow on Petsamo, 1t would have been possible
to send an advanced guard much earlier, The leadership of the
operations envisaged in Scandinavia was given over to the
British High Command. This could apparently not be decided any
other way, The equipment for the expeditionary force on the
one hand, and its reinforcements, on the other hand, needed to
depend on communications which passed through the zone of the
British sea command. The protection of these transports de-
pended, of course, on British sea forces. Furthermore, the
French Navy cannot be everywhere at the same time. The Mediter-
ranean, the Atlantie coast of France and Africa remain its
natural sphere. Qulte apart from the task which devolves upon
it for the protection of the convoys from America.

It must also be recalled that the participation of the
French military forces in the Norweglan operations can at pre-
sent be only a limited one., The French army is forced to keep
1ts mase on the northeastern front where it stands againet
the mass of German forces. The French army is furthermore
obligated to keep the watch against Italy on the Alpine front
and in North Africa. The French army has furthermore a vanguard
in the Near East. It can, therefore, under present clrcumstances,
make avallable only limited contingentes for areas of operation

lying outside these spheres,
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In the air, France can make only a limited contribution
on account of the present condition of the French air foroce.

The opening of a northern battle field has a primary
interest from the standpoint of the conduct of the war. Apart
from the moral consequences the blockade becomes more compre-
hensive and above all, the blocking of the transport of iren
ore to Germany, which 1s of consequence. In this connection,
an operation in the Balkane, if 1t could be combined with the
Scandinavian undertaking, would be calculated to increase the
eccnomlc pressure on Germany, Germany would then have only
one way out from the blockade, namely over her frontier with
Soviet Rusela, and in this connection it must be noted that
it will teke a long time to exploit the Russian sources of
raw materiala.

On the military plane, an action in the Balkans (this
question remains naturally tied up with the position of Italy),
would be much more profitable to France than a similar one in
Scandinavia: the battle fleld would be enlarged on a great
scale; Yugoslavia, Rumanla, Greece and Turkey would bring us
reenforcemente of almost 100 divisions.

So far the question of petroleum has not been considered.
It 1s neceesary to consider the petroleum resources of Rumania
and ofTTranscaucasia which can be defended or destroyed.
Sweden and Norway would give us only a weak support of about
10 divisions. The troops which the Germans would have to with-
draw from the western front to counter our undertaking would doubt-

less be of about the same proportions.
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The advantages of opening a Scandinavian battle front
remain nonetheless unquestionable. Nevertheless, the technical
difficulties which come with such an undertaking must not be
overlooked,

In the sphere of sea fightling, operatlions in the Baltilc
are practically excluded for us. Our communications go over
the North Sea from Scotland to Norway. This line of communi-
cation 1s substantially longer than the German one between
S5tettin and the south coast of Sweden. Our line of communication
must be protected agalnst the German submarines and bombers, It
must be recalled that the time of year in which the Gulf of
Bothnia 1is free of loe glves the Germans the greatest advantages
for landing 1in Finland and not only on the south coast, but also
on the west coast and on the east coast of Sweden. For the con-
duet of land warfare, 1t 1s to be noted that the Norwegian har-
bore and especlally Narvik have only very limited cover. They
are badly equipped for the disembarkation of troops and re-
enforcements. The rallroads which run from Narvik and Drontheim
to Lulea can carry only limited traffic., Thie traffic figure
narrows further 1f one pushes forward to Finland, for then there
ls only one railroad line avallable, of which Lulea is the
starting point and which rune around the Bothnian coast. This
is true under the assumption that the Swedes leave us their rail-
road material,

The climate of Finland and especially Lapland is ex-

traordlnarily severe. Franco=-British forces can be gtationed
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there only if they are chosen very carefully. Until the end
of May 1t 1s necessary that they have special equipment.
French pack and draft anim;ls, aside from mules, cannot become
acclimated there.

Furthermore, the supply of provialons and especlally of
wine, for our troope presents an extraordinarily difficult
problem to solve.

From the foregoing, it ie apparent that -- taking for
granted a rapld if not dangerless landing (possible action of
enemy U-boats and bombers) in Norway =- the entry into action
of our forces in Finland can follow only very glowly.

In the sphere of alr force, 1t appears that help for
Finland is most qulickly and easily possible through the dis-
patch of bombers with long range, assuming -- a8 also with
respect to a landing in Petsamo -~ that it has been declded
in favor of an opening of military operations against Soviet
Russia., Such support seems the only way of helping Finland
before the appearance of land forces.

This assistance can, however, be sent only by the English
because our alr force does not yet have bombers of the newer
type in large enough numbers to undertake this work., Before
all else, no airplanes which ocan be withdrawn from thelr
eventual work in France. In the sphere of fighter . planes,
help for Finland, upon which in this case particular value ls
placed, 1s necessarlly even more difficult, Fighter planes
must be supplled by sea. They must be dismounted in Sweden

and assembled again in Finland. It must be noted also that
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8 landing in Petsamo under present conditions must be Jjudged
quite differently than two months ago. The Russians have
recelved notable reenforcements in this reglon. They have
pushed forward in a broad front towards the south from Petsamo.
Hangers have been prepared. Possibly a land conneetion with
Murmansk has been established. Finally, the Russlans have
spotted the coast with defenses and above all, have brought
up heavy artillery. On the other hand, the Finns are now
entirely out of conditlon to asslst a landing of Allled con-
tingents through a comprehensive land operation as was
originally expected. Following up the shipmente of material
which have been carried on since the month of December, help
for Finland can now be developed through a military under-
taking involving the sending of Allied troops. Aside from the
French and Polish contingents (13,000 men) the English have con-
sidered sending from 6 to 7 divlesions -- with regard to this
I have had thoroughly reliable information which was given me
by General Ironside.

The estimate of the troops' strength comes from him; the
agreement of the War Cablnet has not yet been received. The
total combat force, therefore, makes up at the very least,
150,000 men. The estimate, which includes all the British
troops of the new levy -- one active division must be taken
away from the troops now in France --, no increase 1s possible
when one considers the difficulties of transport and the cover

possibllities of the Norwegian harbors.
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The transport of the troops involves in itself already
notable delays. It is a matter of several months. Therefore,
it 1s now impossible to make any conclusions with regard to
the increaee of these troop numbers. In 2 or 3 months, no
doubt, the eondition on the French front will be clearer, and
we will then be in condition to supply the means for a more
comprehensive decision.

The technlcal difficulties of an Allied intervention must
not be left out of account. They are not inauperable and will,
should the occasion arise, be removed from the way. Hand-
written note of the Generals: Our Scandinavian plang must be
carried forth with decision. For the saving of Finland or for
the very least to take over the Swedlsh iron ore and the
Norweglan harbors. We, nevertheless, express that from the
standpoint of the conduct of military operatlona, the Balkans
and the Caucasus, from which it 1s possible also to deprive
Germany of petroleum 1s much more important. However, Italy

holds the key of the Balkans in her hand.

(8igned) M. Gamelin
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Document No. 3

Telegram of General Gamellin to General Weygand

of March 12, 1940

The operations planned by the Allies shall be
directed by the British High Command in the middle east and
by the Turkish High Command in the Cauecasus,

Carbon Copy = Project - Secret - No., CAB / DN
March 12, 1940.

Berlios to Cesar Franck - Answer to telegram 1 236

The note of March 7th appended to my letter 293 - CAB / DN
informed you of the general Judgmeﬁt which I have placed before
the President of the Council of Minlasters with regard to the
operations in the Middle East and particularly with regard to
poaalble operations in the Caucasus. In my opinlion the opera-
tions in the Mlddle East must be directed by the British High
Command and the operations in the Caucasus by the Turkilsh
High Command, the latter to be conducted with Turkish forces
asslsted by sircraft and later special contingents of the
Allies. You may enter into relatlions with Marshal Tschakmak
with regard to this queetion and participate in all preparatory
investigations with regard to the Middle East.

I am sending you by messenger a rounded discussion with re-

gard to the action in the Caucasus.
General Gamelin
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Document No. 4

Telegram of the French Ambassador Massigli 1in
Ankara to the Foreign Office in Paris, March 14, 1940.

Conversation of the Ambassador with the Turkish
Forelgn Minister with regard to the bomblng of Baku and
Batum. == The Ambassador expects no difficulties from the

Turkish Government --.

(Translation)
Foreign Ministry No. 329 == Ankara, March 14, 19l0,

Dispatched by messenger at 22:13 o'clock. Strictly secret.

In the course of the interview which I had yesterday
with him, the Forelgn Minister lald before me, at his own
initiative, a telegram which came in during the night in which
the Turkish representative in Moscow reported with regard to
a discussion with the Ambassador of the United Btates. Ac-
cording to the opinions of the latter, the Russlans are so
disturbed with rezard to the danger of a bombing and burning
of the oil area of Baku that the Soviet Russian Adminietration
agked Amerlican engineers whether and how a flre resulting from
a bombardment could be successfully combated., The engineers
are reported to have replied that on account of the manner 1in

which the oil fields have heretofore been exploited, the ground



- 15 -

is so saturated with oll that a fire would undoubtedly
gpread over the whole nelighboring area. It would take monthsa
before it would be possible to put it out and a year before
operations could be undertaken again. With regard to the
gafety of the population, the city should be moved for that
purpose about 50 kilometers further away.

"What do you think about 1t?7" said garacglu to me. I an-
swered that modern bombers no doubt had an effective radius
of action to reach Baku from Djezireh or from northern Irak.
It would be necessary, however, for that to fly over Turkish
and Iranian territory.

"You are afraid then of an objection from Irant" the
Minister answered me. -- He could not have made 1t more clear
to me that the difficulties will not come from the Turkish
side., It would have been inept had I compelled him to ex-
press himself more definitely and therefore I did not go
further into his statement. It 1s, nevertheless, very
important and I permit myself to bring it to the attention
of Your Excellency. I have also informed my English col-

league with regard to this matter,

(8igned) Massigll
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Document No. 5.

Note of General Gamelin of March 16, 1340,

The plans for the creation of new fronts become
deeper, Germany and Soviet Russia are to be weakened
economically through the cutting off of iron ore imports
from Sweden and oil imports from Rumania. A strategy of
"attrition of the German fighting power" 1s to be followed.

(Translation) - General Headquarters -

Bureau of the Chlef of the General Staff for National
Defense and Commander-in-Chief of the Military Forces,

March 16, 1940, - No. 325 CAB /D. N. - Strictly Seoret.

Note with regard to the oconduct of the war.

(Final draft with consideration to the statements of
the Commander-in-Chief and of General Buhrer)

Since the views which were explained in the "War Plan
for 1940" - eent to the President of the Council of Ministers
by the message No., 290 CAB / D. N. of February 26, 1940 -
remain the foundation of our conduct, it becomes necessary in
view of the elgning of the Russian-Finnish Armistice to de-
termine which operations can be undertaken immedistely to

lead to important if not decisive blows against Germany.
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On land, 1t apnears at present very difficult to achleve
results outside of the unpopulated areas. Therefore Germany
must be forced to leave its present walting position. The
first thing which 1s necessary is a sharpening of the blockade.
Along with the economic results which must be expected from it,
an attempt must be made to realize the following objectives.

First: It can be in Germany's interest to spare Holland
and Belgium because these nations make it possible for
Germany to considerably circumvent the action of the blockade.
It 1s also possible that a severe establishment of quotas for
imports into Holland and Belgilum may bring Germany to the
position of making a quick end of the matter and attacking the
Netherlands and Belgium for these countries can still bring
Germany great advantages in an economic way.

Second: With regard to the Scandinavian countries,
things are quite different. Belgium and Holland serve Germany
principally as intermediary traders whereas Sweden supplies
Germany with an indispensible raw material, namely iron.
Efforts must be made to prevent such supply. A simple action
would be to explain that the supply of certain important pro-
ducts, for instance iron, by neutral countries which border
Germany amounts to support for Germany and would lead to
reprisals. ©Sweden then would be able to supply its iren to
Germany only under threat of blockade. Similarly Norway
would be able to engage in the transit trade only under the
same risk, If both countries cooperate, the goal 1s attained.
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Otherwise their oceanic trade should be blockaded. On the face
of such a state of affalre, Germany may decide to react and may
attack Sweden in a military way. That must find us ready for
defense. For this purpose there must stand ready in France
and England a first unit of military power ready to send to
Scandlnavia, whether as a counter blow or as a preventive
measure,

Third: The cutting off of German imports of Russian
01l. =~ The cutting off of deliveries of Rumanian petroleum to
Germany can at preesent be attained neither through the blockade
nor through military operations. With regard to the Caucasus,
the first queetion which arises 1s the opening of hostilities
againet the U. 5. 5. R. Further there is the problem of the
cooperation of at leaet the agreement of Turkey. As in every-
thing that happens in the East, the attitude of Italy can not
be dlsregarded. Also the bombing of the oil supplies of Baku
and Batum from the air can materially injure Germany's supply
of gasoline. According to the inquiries made 9 alr squadrons
will be necessary for this task. The Command of the French Air
Force 18 prepared to make avallable 5 squadrons and the rest
must come from the Royal Air Force. These groups, which have
their base in Djezireh, where the landing flelds for this
purpose either are ready or are being undertaken (in the
northern part of the French Middle East) must also if possible
have support points in Asiatlo Turkey where flelds are now sub-

Ject of exploration,
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The command of the French Alr Foroe can already undertake
a4 bombing operation in Transcaucasla after recelving notice of
14 days to a month and can underteke this operation with two
squadrons of heavy bombers which can be supported with two
squadrons of medium hesvy bombers, These bombers should be
withdrawn from the mother country 1f the condition of the
French front permits. The operations in the alr can be
practically supported in the following way:

First, action of the fleets directed towards breaking
communications in the Black Sea. French and British submarines
should be entrusted thls task., Their passage through the
Stralta will require the express or taclt approval of Turkey
and they will need a base in the harboras of the Black Sea in
Asla Minor,

Second, through action on land which can be carried out
only by Turkey, which however can be supported through certain
unita of our middle eastern troups. Iran can also take part
in these operations at the instance of Great Britailn.

Fourth, with all conelderation of the objlectlons which
were made to thile poliey in the ccurse of the last meeting of
the war couneil, there 18 an advantage in mining the rivera
and underteking this task with the medium of the alr foroce as
soon &8 posalble. In this manner it will be posaible to
partlially damage the ilnterior transportation of Germany. It

ls necespary that the operatione free the air force as scon
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as poesible from the burden with which it 1s at present
loaded. Altogether, the Russo-Finnish Armistice should meke
no difference in the basic objectives which we set for 19U0.
It must cause us however to act more quickly and more
energetically. Through a completion of blockade measures
and certain military operations we can not only draw the
economic laces more tightly but alsc make it necessary for
Germany to step out of her present passive military positloen.
The experiences of six months of war show that the neutrals
fear Germany. Without confronting them as threateningly from
our side, we must also let them know our power. Of course
diplomatic and military conduct must be determined by the

same energetic tone.
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Document No. 6.

Telegram of the French Ambassador Massigll in Ankara to
the Foreign Ministry in Paris, March 28, 19U0.
In the action againat Baku and Batum, the outward compro-

mising of Turkey shall be avoided through sklllful management.

Forelgn Affalrs, Plain Text, Reserve No. 8E&l.
Telegram received in Ankara 28 March 1940,
Ankara March 28, Received by messenger April 3 at 11:30 O'clock.

Strictly Secret.

I refer to the telegram to your Excellency No. 540-541,
In my efforte in my earlier correapondence to explailn the posi-
tion of Turkey with regard to the Soviet Union (compare espe-
clally my dispatches No. 74 of February 24 and my telegrams
433 - 439 and 461) I emphasized that, in my opinion, it 1g use-
less to attempt to heat up Turkey against the Sovlets, that on
the other hand however 1t 1le possible to hope that we will be
succesaful under certaln circumstances in bringing Turkey to
take a position against Russlia in our wake. I see today no
neceaslty of changing anything in the opinion which I expressed
before the breakup of Finnish resistance. The Mowocow peace will

of course further increase Turkey's caution. However, people
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are oonvinced here that the red army came out of this war in
the north very much weakened -- which tends to cancel out.

None the less, I saw no efforts to come closer to the Soviet
Union. On the contrary, people are getting used to the idea

of having to count on her enmity, which does not mean however,
that the Turkish statesmen are prepared to get themselves into
an adventure with an uncertain outcome. We must in fact take
account of the circumstances that if the government in Ankara
from now on has the convletion that Germany will not conquer
the western powers, stlll many people in Turkey are not con-
vineced that we will eventually win a clean cut viectory. Many
8till belleve that the Relch will recelve from the tired out
Allies the peace which 1t needs, Many believe -- and the Italian
and the German propagandists exert themselves to convimoe them
of this == that, in splite of the strengthened determination of
the governments in Parlis and London, the war will end through
a compromising peace., Then people must naturally consider here
what the future may bring in the case that a peace which will
leave the peoples of France and England dissatiefled and die-
solutioned, Turkey should have to stand agalnst & Rusela which
had taken advantage of the lessons of the Finnish war to streng-
then its military power. The government can not entirely igz-

nore this state of the opinlon.
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Thence also are the sources of a large part of ite present
caution. Should we tomorrow clearly succeed on the western
front even in a limited action, or should a German offenslve
in the grand manner break against our defense on the land or
in the air, we would find the Turks more energetic and more
ready for new undertakings. It must however unfortunately be
added that the condition of our public 1life, quite independent
of any military outlook, causes certain unrest here. The last
gesslons of Parliament left & bad impression. People were
certainly impressed by the determination of your Excellency
and your government to improve the etate of affalrs and not to
allow French morale to sink, but there are people who are not
uninfluenced by German and Itallan agente and broadcaste and
are not yet sure whether they will not be disappolnted in thelr
hopes, which are identical with ours. One must have the cour-
age to say that the Turke at the present do not have the feel-
ing of our irresistible superlority, no matter how great thelr
sympathy for us may be., The majority belleve that thelr fate
18 bound up with the fate of the western powers; the govern-
ment 1s certainly firmly determined to maintain its obligations
to us; but in the public mind there 1s no such opinion which
would strengthen them to undertake initiatives which involve

risks.



Before I comply with the requests of your Excellency, of
which the general linee were shown me through telegrams 540~
541, i1t seemed necessary to me to bring these important consid-
erations to mind., They explain beforehand certain reservations
which I must expreass or certain of the precautions which I had
to emphasize, An air action againset Baku and a sea sction on
the Black Sea have very different aspects from the Turkish polint
of view, both technically and politically.

First, an alr attack on Baku from Djezireh necessitates
flying over Turkish territory for over 200 kilometers, and
furthermore it 1s necessary to fly over the mountain range be-
tween the Van Sea and the Ourmiah Sea, that is in Kurdistan,
which 1s very little populated ae a result of very severe police
operations that were carried out there two or three years ago,
No important population centers will be flown across, and the
airplanes may very well pass unmarked. BShould they be seen,
then at most they will be noticed by a few poste of police or
gendarmes. Furthermore, through & turning toward the west and
a cross flight through the northern part of Iran, it is possible
entirely to avold flying over Turkish territory (and, especlally
if the point of departure should lie not in Djezireh but in
Irak). When I confront this factual situation with the remarke
of Saracoglu which are contained in my telegram No., 529, I
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come to the conclusion that a prior information of the Turkish
government and a request for permission to fly over its terri-
tory would bring them unnecessary embarrassment. It 18 neces-
gary to place them if not before the completed fact then before
& situation which will arise immedlately and to delay the time
for informing them about what 1s going on (I mean thereby in-
forming them offleially, for the confidentisl relations which
we have with her as with the High Command would forbid that
they be left entirely in the dark). The operation must actually
be in aaursa?ghat We can excuse ourselves when planes in the
course of thelr flight have to oross through Turkish air. Far
from insulting the Turkish reglme, our reserve will actually
lighten their work. B8Should the Soviet government make a pro-
test, then it 1g desirable that Ankara be in a position to ex-
plain that it had nothing to do with these facts. When flying
over her territory had actually taken place, then i1t would not
be bad were we to receive a discrete protest. Should the eir-
cumstances become worse, and should the Soviet Union react
through military measures, then it would be necessary that the
Turkish regime be in a position to explain to the General
Assembly that the initlative for the attack was the responsi-
bility of Moscow. In this case the agreement of public opinion
of the country with the Turkish government would be made certalin.

But preclsely because a reaction from the Soviet Union 1s to be
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expected, we must be ciroumspect not to undertake any such
actlion without taking into account its possible effects on
Turkey, and on account of this we must alsoc become clear with
regards to the situation which this country must sonfront,

It 18 not my affair to express myself over this question.
I must nevertheless note that on the eastern tableland there
is 8t1ll winter and that the necessary landing flelds can not
yet be explored and prepared. Furthermore, I must note that
according to my knowledge protection ageinet alr attacks on
the coal flelds at Zongouldak and the steel works in Karabuk
are not yet ready because certain English materials have not
yet been delivered. In my opinion it would show & great lack
of foreesight to expose two such important points of the Turkish
economy to alr attack from Sebastopol. I should be very much
surprised if the military experts did not need a delay for
several weeks to make all the necessary preparations.

Second. The queetion of the Black Sea, and of the faci-
litaticon which shipping in ite waters receives as a result of
the close cooperation of the Soviete for the dupplying of
Germany, has engaged my attention.

I permitted myself on the morning after the conclusicn of
the Anglo-French-Turkish treaty (telegram 1969 of October 23,
1939) to allude to it. It must unfortunately be recognized
that a solution of the problem i1s not easy to find. Acocording
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to the stipulations of the Straits Convention, the allied
powere as belligements are justified in sendling warships into
the Black Sea only in fulfillment of a decision of the League

of Nations, or in application of a mutual assistance pact con-
cluded in the sphere of the League registered in Geneva and
binding Turkey, or when Turkey itself is a belligerent, or

when Turkey feels herself threatened by danger of war and asks
asslstance from the allled powers. At present none of these
conditions 1s fulfilled. Ouyr entry into the Black Sea cgn
therefore follow only -- as your Excellency will note, on the
basis of a benevolent decision of Turkey, which -- and we must
be clear about this -- will contradioct its obligatione assumed
at Montreux and may therefore bring a protest from a power which
signed the convention like the Soviet Upion, or Italy who agreed to
the convention like the Soviet Union, or Italy who agreed to the
convention, The last mentioned powers may in this case very well
play the German game, Into the bargain, even if no military
steps are taken against Soviet territory, war ships, or merchant
ships, the Boviet Union might take the opening of the Straits

by allied crulsers as an unfriendly manifestation and herself
undertake counter measures. The possibility of the outbreak of
hostllitkes as a result of our initiative is therefore in no

way excluded, and thls circumetance will obligate us as in the
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previously consldered ocase to concern ourselves with the con-
sequences which the planned initiative might have from the stand-
point of Turkish defense.

Therefore it will be necessary to have the same precautions
and delays which the operation against Baku seems to bring with
it. What furtherfore is the outloock for control action in the
Black Sea? The number of German merchant Bhips which have taken
refuge in Bulgarian harbors is evidently limited (apparently 8).
The direct action of an allied reid againset shipping under the
German flag would therefore be of very short duration. It will
therefore be principally a matter of controlling Russian, Byl-
garlan or Italian ships, and to make control examinations so as
to hold up Rysslan and Italian tankers and to establish a con-
trol over the ships which ply between Caucasian harbors and the
mouths of the Danube or the Bulgarian Coast. All of these are
operatlons which cannot be conducted particularly succéssfully
on the high sea, The slezed ships must be brought to a base to
be examined there and to dlsembark the confiscated goods. Where
can thies base be if not in a Turkish harbor? Discrete assls-
tance will not be successful. This means therefore that Turkey
will be directly bound up with the action of the Allies and that
Germany will be able rightly to regard her as a belligerent

pﬂ'“ s
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The Tyrkish Government is in my opinion not ready at this
time, as & result of the reasons explained above, to go so far
as this., 1Is 1t poseible to foresee operatlons of another kind?
If i1t 1s almost impossible to conduct control operations systema-
tically on the Black Sea without question partiecipation of
Turkey, then it 1s also not possible to expeet =- unless one
expects more from this power than to close its eyes -- that sub-
marines would go b night through the Straits to carry on quick
combat Journies in the Black Sea which would have the objective
of disturbing sea traffic and German shipping, and te sink
ships which from their cargo are clearly destined for Germany.

I only toueh on the question, If the operation were
technically possible, then it would from a politiecal point
ov view encounter fewer obstacles than an intervention of allled
crulsers because Turkey could then say that she was kept unin-
formed with regard to our plans., However, we must be guite clear
about the matter that even such a limited operation would XKKE
place the Turkish regime in a delicate position and we cannot
undertake such operations without taking into &ncount their con-
sequences upon thils country. Therefore we must return to the
facts about the condition of Turkish armaments which we have
set forth above.

1 come to the conclusion that under present conditions, and

after a perlod to be established by the experts, operations
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without taking into account their consequences upon this country.
Therefore we must return to the facts about the conditlion of
Turkish armaments which we have set forth above.

I come to the concluslion that under present condltions, and
after a period to be established by the experts, operatlons
agalnet Baku are the easlest to organize and especlally to the
extent that we take into account Turkish conditions. Furthermore,
ite success will have such conseguences and will so weaken Russlan
action that the Turkish regime, as a result of the successful
consequence of the operatlon, will feel itself enheartened by our
succees and will give us the necessary asslstance more willingly
so that operations of shioping control on the Black sea can take

place under more favorable clroumstances.

(5izned) Massiglil
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Doocument No. 7

Note of the French Prime Minister Daladier of January 19,

1940. General Gamelin is to prepare a memorandum on the de-
struction of the Russian oll fields.
Copy of the handwritten note of Prime Miniater Daladier of
January 19, 1940. (General Gamelin and Admiral Darlan are
asked to work out a memorandum with regard to an eventual
intervention for the destruction of the Russian oil fields.

Case No. 1l: Breaking off of the oil tankers bound for
Germany in the Black Sea. It 1s a matter prineipally of
German ehipping. In this case Rusela would not be brought
into the war.

Case No. 2: Direct intervention in the Caucasus.

Case No. 3: Without direct action agalnst Russia,
megsures taken to aselet the self-determination efforte of

the Mohammedan population groups in the Causasus.



Document No. &

Note on a conversation between the French and

English Air General Staffs of the 5th of April, 1940,

Franco-Eritish plan of operation for an air attack
on Batum and Baku. A third of the refineries and of the

harbor storage tanks to be destroyed in six days.

Very secret!
Alr attack on the oil fields of the Cacasus., Agreement
reached in the chief headquarters of the Alr Force, 5th of

April, 1940.

The Franco-BEritish alr attack on the Cacasus petroleum
is aimed exclusively at the refineries and harbor storage
tanks of Batum - Ptol = Crozny - Baku,.

It can be estimated that within the first six days, 30
to 35 of the 100 refinerles and harbor storage tanks of the
Cacasus will be destroyed. The airplane material to be applied
includee 90 to 100 airplanes which will be composed of 6 French
flying groups and 3 British squadrons, The French groups will
be so equipped that they will be able to attack Baku on the



fore-appointed date, They are composed of two Farman 221
groups and 4 Glen Martin groups, provided with reserve

tanke, On each flight against the enemy, they can drop a total
of 70 tons of bombs on about 100 known refinerles. Enemy
counter-action and the probable presence of German pursult
planes will diminish the effectiveness of this operatlon to

a conslderable extent.
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Report of General Weygand to the High Command of
the French Alr Force of the 17th of April, 1940,

Alr action againast the Russlan oil fields in the
Cacasus 1s prepared for the end of July, 1940. The High
Command of the Eastern Mediterranean, 17th of April 1940,

Secret!

General Weygand to Commander-in-Chief Camelin, Commander-
in-Chlef of the Land Force, and to Commander-in-Chief of the
Alr Force Vulllemin,

The preparations for the bombardment of the Caucasus oll
flelds are so far advanced that the time in which this operation
can be carried through can be estimated.

Rigld adherence to a time-schedule i1s not offered here.

The undertaking does not need for this purpose the making of an
agreement with the conclusion of which has moreover been shown

to be impossible. The French Ambassador to Turkey has accurately
informed the Government on this question. At present, there can
be no talk of assent for flight over Turkish territory, still
less of a preparation of alr bases which could serve as a spring-
board. Further, other help is not to be expected.

The transport of material for Joint requirement goea by the

Aleppo-Nlsslblne rallroad., An advance demarche for the use of



this track insofar as it concerns Turkish territory is not
required, as our prevlious agreements give us every freedom in
this connection. In the estimate of the period of time, the
following are to be considered:

(a) The preparation of air bases. At this time of the
year only lizght work ls required, 1te duration 1ls estimated
at 14 days.

(b) Work on the rallroad and on the filling up of the
depots (sidings, rails, telegraph lines). Duration: 14 to
20 days.

(e) Transport of rolling stock, munitions, troops, and
wagon parks for the French combatant forces requires 56 trains.
This means a period of 14 days on the assumption of 4 trains
a day. The same time 1s required for the English soldiers,

Consequently 30 days are needed altogether. It must be
noted that (a) and (b) can be simultaneously carried out so
that at leaat 45 to 50 days are necessary. It ls assumed that
the railroad material and that the British and French re-
enforoements can be placed on the march immediately. In
addition to thies period of time, the time required for the
assemblage and arrival of the bombers muat also be considered.
With respeot to the French squadrons, it is to be noted that at
present none are ready for setting out. According to all the
probabllities, the groups of Farman-night bombers which have
been in long service can arrive here quickly. On the other hand,



the group of bombers which belongs to the Middle Eastern air
force now at last has the first airplanes of the Glen-Martin type.
According to the statements of the Air High Command itself,
2-1/2 to 3 months are essential in order to train the pilots to
put them in a position to take part in a military operation so
that the avallable material is used to the highest degree.
Probably the remaining groups of the Glen-Martin type which are
expected from France and from North Africa are in approximately
a corresponding state. The Vice-Alr Marshal and Commander of
the British Ailr Force in the Middle East was very confused when
he was asked about the answer as he himself had not yet received
the alrplanes,

It must be noted that this estimate does not include the
technical prevarations rng bombing attacks. This preparation
includes the obtaining of air photographs, the selection of
obJectives, as well as of the most appropriate bombing materlals,
and finally the preparation of the airplanes for each particular
attack,

Cautlon requires that the earrylng out of the operation be
considered only for the end of June or for the beginning of
July, particularly when the absolute necessity of carrying
through the undertaking when everything 1s ready 1s realized.

Only thus can declsive results be attalned with the greatest
poseible mobilizations of power and the greateast speed. The
operation 1tself need only last a few days and must consist in



-3 =

mass bombardments of those points, the destruction of which
through explosive or incendlary bombs 1s regarded as
particularly effective.

Moreover the perlod of time indicated 1s also necessary
for Turkey, as M. Massigli has already brought out, as Turkey
in the course of this period of time must put itself in a
position which allows it to defy every enemy counter move
which will possibly be unloosed as the result of the
bombardment.

The Commander-in-Chief of the East Mediterranean Operationa.

(Signed) Weygand.
Stamp of the Commander-in-Chief,
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Telegram from Ceneral Gamelin to British Alr
Marshal Newall of 15.5.1940.

Immediate dispatch of ten British pursult squadrons
asked for. F. C. 15 of May 1940. No. 528 CAB / D. N.

From Commander General Gamelin to Air Marshal Newall.

(Note in pencil: for General Lelong)

Consequent on the efforts of the French Government

I make it clear that the number of pursult squadrons lmmedlate
dispatch of which to Champagne is required amounts to ten,
Here 1t 1s to be noted that in the case of Italy's entry into
the war, France will be compelled to remove a part of 1ts
pursult squadrons to south-east France and to Tunis., We will
supply the requisite ground personnel. The detalls can be
arranged through immediate agreement between General Vuillemin
and Marshal Barratt.

General Gamelin
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Telegram from General Gamelin to Winston Churchill

of 15.5.1940

The British Alr Force muet be put into military

action.

Secret - P, C, the 16 May 1940 - NC. 529 CAB / D.N.

Commander-in-Chief General Gamelin to General Lelong for

Mr. Winston Churchill.

I permit myself again to approach you in order to ask for
the immediate dispatech of ten pursult squadrons. The situation
1s very serlous, naturally these ten purseult squadrons will be
stationed on the lower Seine where they have protection and

whence they can be easlly withdrawn again.

General Gamelin

(Deciphered and dispatched on the 16 May 1940 at 10:30)
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Telegram from General Gamelin to Winston Churchill - 16/5/4%0
Renewed request for immediate dlepatoh of ten British
pursult squadrons.
P. C. 16 May 1940, No. 531 CAB/D.N.
Commander-in=Chief General Gamelin to General Lelong
for Mr. Winston Churchill.
I permit myself again to refer to the facta that =- the
essential test of the British as of the French alr forces
now conslsts in operating on enemy troops with particular

reference to those pointe which they must necessarily crose.

General CGamelln

(Deciphered and dispatched on the 16th of May, 1940, at
2:20 P, M,)
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Telegram from General CGamelin to Mr. Winston Churchill,

17 May 194%0. No. 533 CAB/D.N.

Commander-in-Chief Gamelin to General Lelong for
Mr. Winston Churchill on his arrival in London.

Cur Giraud army will be placed south of Maubeuge before
noon today. The flght i1e very hard. The coneequences can
be grave, not cnly for France but also for England. The
coursge of battle threatens the communication lines of the
Britieh army. I agaln esk for the entry of the British Alr
Forece ln every way as a contribution to the battle. In
particular, the placing of mgnetic mines in the Maas would
be very effective in order to dleturb the etrengthening and

reinforoement of the enemy.

General Gamelin

(Deoiphered and dispatched on the 17th of May at 9:25 A.M.)
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Protocol on the Session of the Allled High War
Council of 22/5/40.

In the headquarters of CGeneral Weygand, who wae sppointed
in the interim as Commander-in-Chief, with the partlieipstion
of Winston Churchill and Premier Reynsud. Complete perplexity
in the middle of the Battle of Flanders. Disorganization of
the leadership, desperate plans in order to break through the
pincers. Churchill agrees to put the alr foroe into military
action.

Presidium of the Couneil of Minigters. Copy. Very
confidential.

Franco-British session of the 22nd of May 1940. Winston
Churehill arrived at the chief headquarters about 12 o'elock.,
He was accompanied by the Eritish Ambassador, Ceneral 8ir John
Dill, Vice=Marehall of the Air Force Pirs and General Ismay.
Paul Reynaud was accompanied by Captaln de Margerie. General
Weygand received both Prime Ministers 1n the Map Room of hie
General Staff.

Colonel Simon explained: Two French divisions under the
commend of General Fagalde were at the extreme north on the
Schelde., The Belglan troops were following them roughly up
to Audewarde. The British Expeditionary Corps wase further
to the South with four divieicns, to which three divielone were
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arriving in the neighborhood of Arras. Two British reserve
divieione were around Lille. Linked with them was the first
French army on whose flank the Cavalry Corpe was stationed.
General Billott, the Commander-in-Chief of the Franco=-British-
Belglan Army of the North, was in the hoepital as a result

of a serioue motor accident. He had to give the commgnd to
General Blanchard, who in turn has been replaced by Genersl
Prioux. The latter had fought with distinction st the hesd
of the Cavalry Corps.

Winston Churchill explained that a German armored divieion
which broke through on the previous morning from Abbewille
has passed Etaples in the direction of Boulogme. A wounded
Englieh officer who saw these German combatant forces travel
by had estimated them as from 4,000 to 5,000 men. Approximately
half of this unit which attacked from the North had since
4:30 P.M. been attacked by British alr forces taking off from
Great Britain and had been halted at Etaples.

Two battallions of guards, both of them from the remaining
unite of the active British Apmy in England, had landed in
Boulogne with 48 tanke (?) Their task was to defend thie
town against eventual German attacks. Measures had also been
undertaken for the defense of Calais and Dunkirk. It ocould
therefore be assumed that these three harbore were secured

agalnst a surpriee atteck such as heppened in Abbeville.
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General Weygand confirmed the Prime Minister's statements.
He added that there were three French infantry battalione in
Calale and that the Commander of Dunkirk was a particularly
capable Admiral who had the requlelte forces for a sufcessful
defense of the town.

At this point, Colonel Simon continued with the general
expoalitlon of the g tustion. The Bomme had clearly not been
crossed on the other side of Ram (Translator's note, Rhelime
would appear to be indicasted); the Germans occupled several
bridgeheads, one of them in Percnne and another ascuth of
Amines. A French Army under the commend of General Frere occcu-
ples the epace between the Olse and the Somme and wae concen=-
trating progressively in a westerly direction. It included
elght divlisions, of which four were complete while the remsin-
ing four were still being forwarded. This army recelved the
order to ocarry through an attack to the North in order to
liberate the Somme Valley. PFurther to the eagt were the armles
of Touchon and Huntziger.

Ae far as the German armies were concerned, they had
drewn up armored divisions in the front line at the critical
pointa. Behind these units followed motorized divieions, behind
these again the normal diviesions which had been brought up by
horee. It appeared sas though the 1dea wae to organize a number

of infantry divieione around St. Quentin for defense,
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In reply to a question from Wineton Churchill, General
Weygand explained that already great masses of enemy infantry
were in contact with the Huntziger Army. He added that the
first German attack had been and was taking place before their
eyes and that 1t wae proceeding according to a hitherto un-
known formula with new weapons of war. The Gemeral was of
the opinion that an offeneive of the classical style with
strong artillery support would follow this attack.

After the eolution of the first queetion, they would
have to deal with a second problem, the sclution of which
would not be less difficult especlally as a violent enemy
advance againet the south, i.e., agailnst the armles stationed
in the Maginot Line, was to be expected.

Generasl Weygand finally reported in broad outline on the
regults of hieg trip to the Front. The Commander-in-Chief
explained that 1t was impossible to expect the Anglo=~French-
Eelgian main groupe, whioh were still in the north and included
more than 4O divisions, simply to break through to the south
and to make conneoticns with the main French army. Such a
maneuver was fore-doomed to fallure and the troops taking
part had to reckon with certain loss. The situation demanded,
on the contrary, that the avallable French and British forces
under the coverof the Belglan Army, which undertook to cover
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them from the eaet and, should the occasion present 1teelr,
from the north, carry forward an attack in the Cambreil Arras
area and in the general direotion of St. Quentin, to the south,
end in thie way fall on the flank of the German armored
divlisions, whieh were actuslly to be found in the St. Quentin
sack,

At the same time, the French Army of Genersl Frere, south
of the Somme in the Beauvale area, was tc pmmEk push forward
to the north and thues strengthen the pressure on the enemy
armored troops in the Amiens, Abbevllle, and Arras srea. The
essentlal task conslsted in subjecting these troope to per-
menent presesure, MNever allowing them the initiative, but
always keeping them in motion, inflicting losses on them and
endangering thelr rear positione. Only in thie way could the
withdrawal of the part of the army stationed in Belgium be
carried through with success.

Unfortunately General Weygand could not dliecuss this
question with General Gort on the previous day as the latter
was out of the country. However, General Weygand had a long
discussion with the King of Belgium and his General Staff.

‘ There were two opinions on the task of the Belglan Army
according to the Commander-in-=Chief. The King had not yet

decided for elther of these opinions.
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The Tiret opinion, which Genersl Veyjand suvnorted, con-
slsted in comaissloning the Delglan Army to withdraw from the
Jehelde to the Yser anc thereby taze over covering the Franco-
3ritish Iorces which were advanclng on S5t. Quentin. Aectuclly
the Belglan Army was in a dangerous position cetween the mouth
of the Schelde, Gent and Audenwarde. The suonort which 1t lent
the reupining parts of the Army of the Western Front could
likewise e well carried out from the ¥Yser onwards by means
of flooding. deneral Veyzand moreover rranged the lmnedliate
release ol the waters.

<he otlier opinlon was remresented Ly Generel van Overstraaten,
+ing Leonold's adjutant. According to this opinion, the
Eelglan Army had to remeln in its previous position anc to
separate iiself, i necessary, Ifrom the other Allled forces.

Ite oroblem was to defend the coast in a broed semicircle. He-
inforcenents could in thies case be assursd from Ostend ana
Sunkirk. In supnort of this plan, General ven Overatraaten
referred to the fatigue of the Delgian troops. They had traveled
Irom lasstricht ln an uncrolen mnreh. The Belglan General also
referred to thelr morsle which had natu elly suifered in this
long retreat. Blince the arrival or the Belglan Army on the
Schelde, the troope arter a Z4-hour rest had regeined thelr
calu, a& they cemonsirated on the 2lst of Hay oy brilliantly
repellin: two veruan efforts to xmirEmX ooicin pacsage over

the Schielde. To demand oi these troops to retreat again and

%0 avanuon thelr country almost in its entirety weant ip the
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opinion ol ueneral von Overstranten Yo lace These (roops with
the denger a nev wave ol uemorall:zation,

deneral Veyzand opposed this opinieon with preat deter-
mination. He presentec ror consideration the lacts that Tthe
Allied forces represented & single entlity, that the French and
British had come to the ald of the Helglans and that now the
Belglans must continue the struygle furtiner on the British and
Freneh side. He added that reinforeceuments for the Sellun
army under the eircuustances foeressen b Tenaral an Overstraatan
could not poseibly be carried through and that in thle case the
Belglan forces would be compelled Lo capltulate very soon.

The King did not varticipate in the discussion. Only on
fiia return to chlef headquarters an hour earller dld Genersl
Weygand learn that the Belglan High Command had arrived at
iis decision znd that 1ls decision was To move in tho direo-
tlon of the Yser in two Buages, of which the first provided
for a retreat to Lys. The Gener:l continued that under these
circumstances the Belglan aray would play the role of & cover-
ing army which he had intended, while the Franco-Sritish forces
would bLe deployed toward the south as a result of whlech they
would be strengthened to thelr right by the French cavalry
corps, an. Ly the Belglan cavalry corus, the latter Delng
nartly motorized. The King had orovided to puu uiese au uie

isnosal o the French Hish Couuand.
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During General Veygand'!s talk Mr. Winston Churehill and
Feneral Bir John Dill repeatedly dewonstrated tielr agree-
wens aild ilndloated Ly questions and interuptions that their
own opinion of the batile colnoided most vrecilsely with that
of the Generalissimo especially where the role alloited to
dhe Selizlan aruy was concerined. The Sritish Prime }Minister
repeated several times thot the restoration of the northern
and scuthern armies' communlcations around Arras was essen=
tial. That{ the British .attle foroces under Genersl Gort had
now subsistence for fouwr days, that the totel reinforcements
and ell the war materlal of the British expeditionary coros
wae concentrated from Calals alon: the coast in the direction
of St. Hazalre. That the Enief thought of Generel Gort was to
kKeep open this line of communication eo vitel for him. Hence
Blnece the doy vefore yesterday he had started movin: while he
AaG reuoved a number ol uniis on his right flank Leiind his
lines 1n order to Le able o advance in the direetion of Arras
and bapawise. The question was here of a attle decisive Tor
the future of the war, for the provisloning of the Enplish
battle forces Dy means of the canal harbors was very seriously
endangered so that in these circumstances the area around Cambral
and 5t. <uentin acoulred decisive signifance.

In the cowrse ol i« private conversation lr. Winston
Churechill informed the French Prime Minieter and General
Weysand a 1it%le later that the relatlions of Ceneral Billott

to the Comuander-in-Chiel of thie British expedlitlonary Corp

were not very s ilsfactory. In partloular General Gopg had
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reaalned without direetions for fowr CEyB.

At this polnt General Weysand announced thet Ceneral
S1llott was suffering from a severe automobile accident and
that he would De renlaced oy General Blanchard.

eneral Weygand confirmed the full approval with which
the Bntish Government and the British General Stafl had met
als plans and then firuly, clearly and politely adv:nced
“Wo requests, wilch in his oplinlon were declsive.

First, 1t was of crucial luportance for the resuli of
the pattle whlch wae starting shat the ori tlshalr force and
indeed oursuit planes as well as bombers, be freely put in
the field of vattle., It had performed very preat services
Yor tiae French Army in the previous cays and had thus already
exercised a very favorable influence on tie epirit of the in-
Tantry, while at the same time 1t had vercentibly disturbed
uany Geruen marcaing columns on tielr way to the front.
Besides, i1t had carried throwh extensive actions in cersain
varts of Geruany, varticularly in the rural area and in
Hamburg, Eremen and other places where 1t had ovtained
~oo0d resulie in the bombardment of eilemy sTorage tankes and

‘¢flneries. llowever, in coneldering the importance of
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of our cooperation, the Ceneral held it necessary a%
the moment that the Bnglish Air Force umwalke long dlstance
flights only for a few days for the tlme belng so as Yo
operate pernanently and immediately on the front 1tselfl or
in ite immediate environment. He thus denanded that the
British air force recelve the comuand that 1t oultiply
ite efforts in the area of operatlons arran;ed upon.

Vice Alr larshell Piire hereupon gave nhis opinicn on
the subjeet, He offered for consideration the Tact that
a nart ol the British bowber squadrone, vi:z the Welllnistons,
could hardly be obtalned for a few days as the sirplanes
appeared as exposed objectives. It appeared of wmost impor-
tance to him that on the other hand the lieuse bridges or
the reilway Junctions be bombed at soue disitance from the
actual line of operations as they were of signlfcance on

the German slde for reinforcements during ithe battle.
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Arter an exchange of thoughts between him and General
Weygand, in which Mr. Sxix Winston Churehill slso took part,
the conclusion was arrived at that the wlshes of the Generalissimo
be answeresd and that the British alr force of the momtherland
be eent entirely into the battle. The bombers which could
not always make out clear objectivesin the Emtiim line of xhm
battle as was the case in the previous days were to attempt to
disturb the lines of communication between the front and the
MEUSE. While the pursuit planes (coming from England as they
d1d4) could hardly keep themselves in the line of battle for
more than 20 minues, and were to take off in consedutive waves.
Sscond, General Weygand then referred emphatleally to the
danger for national defensenow resulting from the steeam of
refugees from the Netherlands, Belgium and northern France;
the masses of people moving forward on the streets hindered
the freedom of movement of the troops, permltted German elements
to mingle among them and thereby exerclsed an unfavorable
affect on the spirit of the troops. It was unconditionally
necessary that halt be called to this flight, that nobody
ghould pass over into French terrlitory any longer, so that the
golumns of refugees now in flight be kept at a distance from
the great high roades during certain periods of the dey. They
ghould encamp in the fields and should only continue further

under certain limitations. Ganeral Weygand expresced hipamfif
himself
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Very firmly on thie point 6o the King of Belgium and hoped that
the Allied Governments would take the same position. Mp,
Wineton Churchill and M. Paul Reynaud expressed their full
approval of the point of view reported by the General. The
Generaliesimo then briefly announced that he had been able %o
converse during the evening and night ®ith 3 General Staff
officers of the Giraud Apmy who had been sble to glve him
extraordinarily valuable detalls of the methods applied by the
German Army in battle and that at his request they had produced
a short note which would be read.

From this Mr Winston Churchill concluded that with the
application of avupropriate methodes and with the necessary oolde
bloodedness the attacks of the German armored forces could be
warded off even when they were supported by bombers, and that
1t wae above all a matter of remailning to the last in the
poeitione the forceas ocecupiled.

General Weygand add#d that they also had to be sctive and
that were they attacked they had to mpset the enemy,

The session wae conoluded at 1:15 p.m,

General Weygand called on the Prime Minlster at 5 p.m.
and showed him by means of a map he had braught with him the
approximate clroumstances under which the arranged offensvie

would develop.
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At this opportunity M. Paul Reynaud informed him of the
rumors which eirculated in politiecal eirclee gbout 1t and
asked him to give renewed instructlions sc that secrecy concern-
ing the operations be maintained.

The Commander-in-Chief stated that the facts of which he
had informed Mr. Winston Churchill and M. Paul Reynaud in
the course of the morning were supplemented by a very favorable
development. In support of the arranged operations in the
north tomorrow, the army of General Frere would glve larger
and more importent units than would be expected a few houres

earlier.

Very confidential | Conclusions of the conference of the
22nd of March (Translator's note: May is obviously meant)
1940 held at General Weygand's headquarters between Premler
Paul Reynaud, General Weygand, the British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, General Gill (Translator's note: Fre-
viously referred to as Dill) and Alr Marshall Pierce (Tpans=
lator's note: Previouely referred to as Pire).

The following was agreed uponi

(1) The Belglan Army ie to withdraw to the Yeer line

and to hold this line. The locke are %o be opened,
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(2) The British and French Armies to attack to the south=
west in the direction of Bapaume and Cambral as early as
possible == definitely tomorrow with approximately 8 divisicns.

(3) With respect to the vital &l gnificance of this battle
for both armles and the fact that the British lines of commu-
nication depend on the freeing of Amiens, the BEritish air
force, was to glve every possible help day and night for the
duration of the battle.

(4) The new French army group, which advances to warda
Amiens and which forms a front along the Somme, to advance
to the north so as to establish communications with the

British divisliones sttacking to the south in the direction of

Bapaume,
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Telesram frow Winston Churchill to Premler Reynaud for

General Weypzand on the 24th of Hay 1540.

Stronger complaints on inadequate leacership and communi-
cation. The Minlstry of Defense and uf War--Eureau of the
Miniater.

French Republiec. Very secret! Paris 2ith of May 1940.
Copy of & telegram from Churchill to Heynaud for General
Weygand. (Deciphered on the 24th or llay, 1940, 5:00 A.il.)

General Gort telegraphed that the coordlnation of the
ariles of the three natlons on the Horthern front was essen~
tlal. He could not ask this coordination as he was alreedy
fighting in the nortl and south and his communication roads
were threatened. At the same time, I hear from Sir Roger
Keyes that the Belgian headquarters and the Xin; had not yet
at 3:00 P,K. this gfternoon todey, the 23rd of lay, reccived
directions. How do you explain that Blanchard and Gort vere
together? I do not at all undereetimete The difficuliles in
the way of the meintenance of connections but I do not feel
that the overations in the northern area agalnst which the
enemy 18 concentrating are bLeing effliclently harmonized. I
rely on your ability Yo produce rellief for them. Gort says
further that any advance on nis part can only take the form of
an atteupt To break through and that he must recelve reliefl

from the south, ae he does not have the munitions recuired for

& serious attack. HNevertheless, we toléd him to stick %o the
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oarrying through of your plan. Ve have not ¥et received your

own plan of setion and are not acqualnted with the details of

your operations in the north. Please send theu as soon as

wosslile thwrough the French Bwbassy.,

Beat wilshes,
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Telegram from Paul Reynaud to Winston Churchill 24,4,40

Stron;; complainte on the evacuation oi Arras and Le Havre
by British troups. HRequest that CGeneral Vevgand's orders be

obeved.

Translatlon =-- Carbon Copy -- Very Secret -- 2i Hay 1540.

Telegrem from Paul Heyneud to Winston Churehill.

1. General Wergand explalned to you the day obefore yester-
day in my presence at Vincennes & plan to which you and the
offlcers accoupanying you agreed coupletely and fully.

2. You summerlzed thie plan in writing. Genersl Veyzand
thereupon informed you that he agreed to thls summary.

2. General Weygand knows of the difficulties of the situa-
tion, butl he 18 of the opinion that there is no other solution
but the carrying through of thie plan, even £t the risk that

1% must Le adapted to the dllflcultlies of the momeni while

Tor example the march to the southeast oan be broken off and
the right wing at the lower end of Amlens and bound for the
Somme. He therefore repveated the comnend for the exeoution of
this plan this morning., The surrounded armies must thus under-
talte the desperate enterprise of uniting with the French troups
marching from the south to the north while they break through

from the Scume and particularly from Aplens.
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i, It is urgently necessary To provision Gort's army from
Dunkirk whioch is covered by the two Fagalde diviclons.

Be It is very desirable that you dispateh troops to the
harbors, as you did for Calals yesterday.

Ee General Weywand hae established to his surprice that in
contraediction to hle plan the town of Arras was gevacuated by
Englieh troops yesterday.

Te General Weygand's communicatlons with the Belglan army

are agsured. He learned yesterday evenlng that the Belglans
repuleed smell ralde and that thelr morale is excellent.

& The impossibllity of establishing direct connectlon with
Blancharc the Commander-in-Chief of the tliree armies, 1.e., the
Belglan army, Gori's army and Blanchard's army, doee nol permlt
General Veygend to ive you an answer on ihe absence of com-
munication between Blanchard and Gort. But since he is 1n
direct communication with the Belglan army he 1s convinced that
Blanchard, and through him, Gort, had received his inetructions.
Proof of the cooperation between Blanchard and Cori appears
from the fact that on the previous nlght a Fpench division had
relieved an English division, E

9 General Weygand Just now learned ol the departure of v
large units of the British aray Trom Le Havre, which has pro-
duced preat moral confusion behind the front. Like myselfl he

is very much surprised as le was not previouely informed of

this matter.
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10, You will be of the opinion, as I am, thet in these fate-
ful hours the unified command musti now more then ever be
audoeasrullr asserted and that General Veygand's commende must
be carried out, -

1l. Generel VWeygand is convinced that hle plan can only e
orovned with succeass if the Belglen army and the Blanchard

and Gort armies are filled with that fanatical will to under-

take an attack which alone can save them.



Document lo. 17.

Telegram frou Ceneral Weygand to the French iHllltary

Attache in London. May 28, 1940,

Heaeési:y for action by the British air Torece at Dunkirk,
P.C. 28 May 1940 No. 565. CAB / D.I.

Commander in Chlel General Weygend to General Lelong,
French Military Attache, in London.

The Admiral in Commanc at Dunkirk asserts lhe necessliy
of an energetic defense by alr and navel forces to assure
reenforcement and partlial evacuatlon of the troops fighting
in the defense of Dunkirk bridgehead. I do not douot that
this neceselty 1s understood b the Britlish authoritles.
However, I ask you to memorialize them apgaln so that every-
thing 18 undertaken to realirze these ldeas.

General Weygand.

(Deciphered and dlspatched 28 May 1940 at 6:10 P.i.)



Dooument .io. 18

Telegrem from Genersl Weygand to the Eritish
High Comuand of May 30, 1940,

Urgent recuest to re-station the British alr force,
wiilch has returned to Zngland, in France @o that it ocan
partlelvate in the new developing battle. The whole welght
of the battle otherwvise 1alls on France,

Secret = 50th May 1940 Number 1272/3 -- F.T. Arcole,
Brumaire

- Please inform the British High Coumand imuediately of
the followling:

The head of the British military mission informed
Generel Georges on Hay the 29th that the Eritish Government
intended to continue the struggle in France side by silde
with the French Army. The armored division and 51 civisions
remaln in France under the com and o the French High
voumand and will be strengthened as soon ae posslble. The
British air force remains in France. Coucander-in Chief
Weygand thaniks the British High Comuand for tiis demonstra-
tlon of solldarisy; however he belleves he must dirBet the
bellef of Genersl Staff's attentlons to the position of the
British alr unite remaining in Frence. At present only
three pursult scuadrons remeln on Prench soll. All the
othere have returned to England. After the end of the

Battle of Flanders, the last-mentioned squadrons are not

+
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in a position to taie part in the new battle beginning
posslibly on the Som:e front, in Chaupagne, or on the leuse.
The whole weight of the atile thus fzlls on the French Army,
vwiileh must suffer enormous.y.

The French Commander-in-Chief wrgently acks the British
High Comuand to understand the situation's gravity and to
cdopt all measures in order that a considerable sectlon of
the British alr force, partioularly pursult planes, can be
stationed in France in preparation Zor tlie imminent battle.

Weypand,



Document lo. 19
Telegrem from Ueneral Veygand to the Sritish High
Command of June 2né 1940,
MHost wrgent recusst to set the Dritleh fleet and
air force 1in operation at Dunkirk so that the French rear-

guard will not be sacrificed. Humber 1%2&/3 F.T. 2nd June 1950

Arcole, Brumaire

Please give the British High Commenca the following
inrormation lumedlately:

Admiral Nord telegraphed today that besidee the 25,000
Frenchmen defending the Dunkirk bridgehead another roughly
22,000 additional Frenchmen rezain., All Inglishmen are to be
moved this evening. 4s 1t is to be hoped that these 22,000
Frenchmen can be transported on the lollowing evenln., tliere
will still remain 25,000 defenders early on The next day. On
these grounds Admiral lNord explalne that he wlll reumsin 1in
Dunkirk and deley the bloeking of the harbor entrance. He
aske that all British nav:l and alr transports be placed
at iis dispoeal tomorrow londay evening in order o move the
25, 000 men who by thelr perseverance made possible the embarke
ation of the lact British contingenis. Please stand up moat
urgently in the Commander-in-Chief's name for the fulfillment
of Admiral Hord's request.

Indicate that the sclicarity of both armles femands tiat

the French rearguard should not be sacrificed.
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Document Number 20

Manuseript of General Weygand to Paul Reynaud of
June 3, 1940,

Urgent reque et once agaln to influence Winston Churchill
8¢ that the British alr force should come to the French
troope! help.

Appendix to this manusecript.

Report of the Commander-in-Chilef of the French air force to
General Weygand of June 3 1940 on the necessity for the
lmmediate diepateh of ten British pursuit squadrona. Fulfille
ment of this request ies a matter of life and death.

The Commander-in-Chief's chief headquarters. Number 582 -
CAB/D.N. 3rd June 1940

Carbon copy. Very secret]

Mr. Premier,

Today I allow myself tc tranemit to you another letter
whioch General Vrulllemin has written me and ihiohf::luribed ae
extremely urgent. The letter supports the Preseing appeal
which you have forwarded to Mr. Winston Churchill. Hie
inclueion 18 in no wise exaggerated; if our troope are not
to enter the battle tomorrow with unequal weapons, they need
the support of a strong pursult plane force. Nobody who
haes taken part in the last battle will deny thie. Oyr own
alr force 1s in no position to give our troope this indispensable

aild.
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Document No. 29 (Cont.)

I need not underline the selousness of the above-described
general sltustion; unless we immediately receive the entire
requlred support from the British authorities, 1t appears
probable that the French forces will be defeated and the war
will be lost for Great Britain and France. As the enemy can
chooge the time for his offensive, the required support can
only be described as lmmediate when the British pursuit planes
are etationed in Fpance in sdvance. I have therefore the honor
to ask that you petition the Bpitish authorities Imxmskxthxt
¥ax g0 that support can ensue according to the following:

First. Immediate dlepatching of 10 British pursuit
equadrons, which will be etationed in the Eureux DrouX vicinity
and which can be mobilized for the land forces' support west
of the Fpench deployment between the line PONTOINE-EERONNE
and the sea. This would put me in a position to keep stronger
foroes ready for the rest of the front and consequently to pay
regard to the unite to be ordered to the southweast.

S8econd. Preparations for the much-hastened dispatch
to France of 10 additional pursult squadrons, which would be
stationed from the firet day of battle onwards in Bpitish-
occupled areas,

Third. Sinoce these squadrons would be statlioned at
bases already occupled by the British and French, thelr re-=

infofcements would not call for any movement. If, in fact,
the enemy should make the strategle blumler of attaching France
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Document Neo. 20 (Cont,)

the critical character of the situastion I have described to
you.

I am honored to present my reflectione on this subject
as followe: If, ae it ie to be expected, the enemy carries
through within a short time a fresh massed concentration of
the armored car and alr arms againet the new defensive front
now being constructed, 1t must absclutely be expected that 1t
will agaln crush through our position and sccomplish a quick
and deep penetration, which we cen no longer continue if we are
net in a position to eliminate the enemy bombing planes at
the beglnning of the attack by a massed force of allied pursult
plane squadrones.

Such a massed force would assume the support of at least
half the alr force stationed at the English ailrports. This
ig all the more necegsary as German action in the scuth-east
and Italy's possible entry into the war have alresdy compelled
me in view of the extraordinary weak materiasl in the southe-saat
and in North Africa to detach parts of the air force to the
south-east. These detachments, which are ludierously smallin
relation to the poseible danger, will have to be strengthened
after Italy'a entry into the war, unless the whole of our
gouth-east ie to be delivered up without defense agalnst
an Italian operation.Buch an operation might likewise include
simultaneous assaults by armored cars and by air and might well

have the same success as the German of fensive in the north-esast,
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Document No. 20 (Ceont,)

In consideraticn of the gravity of the sl tuation, I ask
¥ou to influence the British Prime Minister. General Vulllemin's
letter has already been brought te the attention of the
Commander-in-Chief of the British iXx alr force in Fpance and
cf the Chief of the French alr miesion to the British Alr
Ministry.

I am, Mr. Premler, etc.

elgned
Weygand

Commander-in=Chief of the Air General Staff, D. Buregu
NN. 3987. - 3/0.8. 3rd June 1940
Moet urgent ] Very secret |}

Ganeral Vulllemin as commander-in-chief of the alr force to
the Commander-in-Chief and head of the n-tional defence General
Staff, Commander-in-Chief of all the theatere of War. (Casbinet-
General Staff - 3Ird Bureau)

I begged you in Manuseript Number 3906 - 3/0 E.L.G. of the
31let May 1940 most urgent to petition the highest British
authorities to obtain from them a masped oconcentration of
pursult planes in France. The unfolding of events, whioch now
moves in the direction of an asesult by strong German bomber
groupe in the south-east and of the poesibility of Italy's

{mmediate and imminent entry into the war, further strengthens



Document No. 20 (Cont.)

and England without previously renewed offenslve operations,
these squadrons could return to their Englieh bases on the
very same day. In addition they would in this way probably
avold the planned bombing of pursult plane alr bases in
England with which the enemy will start hie operations against
England. I might again state that 1t 1e a m tter of life and
death for Fpance as well of England that these requests be

met immediately

The CQommander-in-=Chief of the Alr Force
Vuilllemin
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L : THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY faaﬁj{

\
LAY WASHINGTON

\\ July 25, 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
The present dreft of the Excess Profits Bill pro-
vides the following rates:

25% on thet emount of net income which rep=-
resents 15% of invested cepital.

40% on that emount of net income which rep-
resents between 15% end 30% of invested

capital.

507 on that amount which represents more than
30% of the invested capital.

Under current business conditions these rates will
yield a probeble minimum of $500,000,000 per year.

MegeHaf)



Income bracket in per-: Rates for:
cent of invested

’ - -
capi tal +¥500,000,000:750,000, 0002 1,000,000, 00021, 500,000, 00022000, 000, 000

15% of invested
capltal 25% 35% 45% 70% 1003

Between 15 and 307
of invested capital 40 50 60 85 100

Over 30% of investad
capital 50 5C &0 8s 100
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F ) THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
'I} WASHINGTOMN

VEMORAYDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT,

July 26, 1940,

At 3:50 p.ms, July 25th, after our conference with you,
Mr. Sullivan called on Mr. Enudsen and asked him for a joint
meeting with Mr, Stettinius and Mr. Henderson. MHr, Knudsen
made an appointment at 4:15, at vhich time Mr. Sullivan met
'I.'-"iI th them.

Mr. Sullivan delivered the message which you had asked
him to giva, and Mr. Enudsen was somevhat talen abaclk,

He stated that he had understood at a conference with you
that there was to be no separation, and he did not think any-
one in his organization was talking for separation,

Mr, Henderson sald he had just complated a resolution which
he and Mr. Stettinius were to present this same afternoon to
Congreasmen Doughton and Cooper., Thig resolution called for the
separation of amortization nnd excess profits tax with the view
of rushing through amortization. In view of the mesassge from
you, Mr, Henderaon said that all efforts to separate the two
provisions would cease., Fe alsc stated that he would glve these
instructions to Messrs. Biggzers, Adams and Eanton, nnd to all
athers who had been woriing on this matter,

W

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
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@ 1 TREASURY DEPARTMENT
11 )
AssisTanT Seca ETARY \1 Wa shin gton,
\
M;F 29, 1940,
The President

The White House,
Attention: Qeneral Watsan

DH!I‘ Hl'. Pl"ﬂﬂd.dmtl

By direction of the Secretary, I am enclosing a
statement showing "Exports of Fetroleum FProducts, Serap
Iron and Scrap Steel from the United States to Japan,
Russia, Spain, and CGreat Britain, as showmn by Departure
Fermits Granted During the Week Ending July 27, 1oi0."

Respectfully,

3 2 o

7" Herbvert E. Gaston
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

Enclosure.



EXPORTS OF FETROLEUM PRODUCTS, SCRAP IRON AND SCRAF STEEL
FROL! THE UNITED STATES TO JAPAN, RUSSIA, SFAIN, AND GREAT BRITAIN,
AS SHOMN BY DEPARTURE PERUITS GRANTED DURING THE YEEK ENDING JULy 27, 1340,

{ JAPAN i RUSSIA : SPAIN { GREAT BRITAIN
PETROLEUL. FRODUCTS
Fuel and Gas 011 428,348 Bvls, -— - 103,500 Bbls.
Crude 142,323 Bbls, -— J— P
Gasoline L7,857 Bbls, - -— 130,000 ®Ebls,
Lubricating Cil 55,915 Ebls. -— 100 Bbls, 122,568 Bble,
Iso-Octane Muid - - s -
ECRAF IRON AND
SCIAF STEEL 52,4569 Tons P 6,000 Tons 60,601 Tons

Offlice of the Secretary of the Treasury, Division of Resesrch and Ttatistics. July 29, 19lLo,

Source: Office of llerchent Ship Control, Treasury Department.



PSF: Motgpthany

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON

September 6, 1940
MEMORANDUM FCOR THE FRESIDENT:

Summary of 01l Situation in Japan, Germany and
German-Controlled Territory

The estimates glven below include confidential oneg obe-
talned from British Government oll experte and from Amerisan
01l experts (Standard 011 and Tidewater Assoclated). The
Treasury estimstes are the result of independent caleulstions
based on numerous sourcee of information available to the
Treassury.

Bituation in JaEun

Conclusion: The Treseury estimates that Japan has suf-
ficient oll, without imports, for eight to ten months (at the
present rate of consumption). This conclueicn seems to be
in subetantial agreement with the opinion of U. S. and Britigh
cil experte. The British, however, feel that the stocks of
lighter producte are sufficlent for only six monthe, while
the atores of fuel olle are adequate for a much longer period,

l. Present Stocks

Treasury estimste U.8. oll experts British Gov'i. experts

30 million barrels 20=25 million 2 million barrels
barrele (not in- including Navy stocks
cluding Japanese of 10 million barrele)

Navy stocke on
which they had no
uatinatun{
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2. Japanege Production
(Annual, ineluding Imports from Bakhslin)

Treasury estimate U.8. oll experte Britlieh Gov't. experts

All three estimates place Japanese production at about
4 million barrels

3. Japanese Refining Capecltiy

Treasesury estimate U.8. oll experts British CGov't. experte
(No independent 24 million barrels 23,5 million barrels
information)

4, Japanese Current Consumption (Annual)

Treasury estimate U.8. oll experts Britieh Gov't. experte
35 million barrels 35=40 million 34 million barrels
barrela

Sltuation in Germany

Britieh detsiled estimates on German stocks are not yet
all available to ue but thelr conclusion on the German oll
gltuation 1e that by April, 1541, the German oll situation will
be critical. She will by then have used up avallable reserves
and her current gupplieg will be substantially less than her
needs. Thie concluslon assumes no serioue impalrment of her
production facilities or source of supply but antioipates a
gsubptantial riee both in German production and importe from
Fumanla. Any destruction of stocks or plaent faeollitles by
the British Alr Force will move the date forward. Treasury
estimates place the critical date two monthe later, 1.e., June,
1541, These estimates may err as much as two monthe either
way, owing to the uncertailnty of the rate of consumption.



-3 -

1., Pregent S8tocks

Treasury estimate U.8. cil experts British Gov't. experte

25 million barrels ?ﬂ million barrele Not yet recelved
as of June 1, 1940

2. Stocks mcquired by Germsny in Invaded Areas
Other

an France
British estimate 8tandard 011 estimate
3 to 4 million barrels 11 millicn barrels

3. Stocks acquired in France

Both British and Standard Oil officiale believe French
atocks were largely destroyed. Britlen estimate Germans oOb=
tained less than 2 million berrels in France.

4, sStocke in Italy

Treasury estlmate U.S. oll experts British Gov't., expertes
10 million barrels No estimate 18 million barreles
gupplied (Ae of June)

5. Total stocks now available to Cermasny and Italy

Average of avallable estimates -= 45 millicn barrels

6. Supplies estimated by Treasury as fortheoming during the
nex monthe == U0 million barrels

En From Rumania 14 millicn barrele
b . u;s«ﬂ.ﬂu 1 l '
iu; "  Petroleum Production 9 . "
d " gynthetic Froduction 19 . .
Total h} n W
Stocke now avallable 45 " n

Total avallable by April B8 n "
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7. Estimated consumption of Germany, Italy and invaded areas
by April, - cn barrels

This 1s a very rough estimate, baséd on an increase in
German coneumption (over normal pescetime needs), no increase
in Itallan requiremente (becsuse of curtailed eiviliasn use) ,
and a decrease in conquered territories' consumption to one-
third of normal. (The Treasury and the Britigh agree that
conquered territories will be restricted to about one=third
their normal oil eonsumptiocn.)




THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

e ——
WASHINGTOMN
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September 10, 1540 - y

Ky dear kr. Presldent:

The aviation manufacturins industry hees
furnished us esch month, on & strictly confi-
dential basis, the number of employees in each
individual factory. Uy ecresment with them 1ls
that T will not show these figures to anybody
expent the President of the Unlted States.

However, the increase in the number of
employeee is B0 lmoressive that I thousht you
mizht want to use 1t and nothing in my asreemens
with the industry would keep you from giving out
the total Tigures involved.

T would 1like to draw your oarticulsr at-
tention to the faet that in December, 1333, the
aprrecate number of employees was 31,200; 1n
December, 1939, 1t was €5,400, and 1n Aupust,
1940, 110,400.

Thie seems to me to tell the story of

the growth in the aviation industry better than
any Tipures that have yet come to my attention.

The President,

The White House.

Yours aincerely,ﬁg
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