


WITHDRAWAL SHEET !PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 
fORM M 

OOCUMtNT COflfUS#'ONOlNTS 0" Tlnl OATl IIIESTIIICTI()H 

~.a. Fill to lloqlnthMJ, vith et~t U-S-41 c 

I 

w _ .. ________ .. ___ .. .• -.. --.. ------10 o.-.. _._ ................................ ., ... 

.A POAM t41 1 Cl•ll) 



/)-..t "· ./ ... \'c; 
THE SECRETARY OF' THE TREASURY ~ 

WASH I NOTON 

Jul y 1, 1940 

!.ly dea r lir. Pr e s i dent: 

If you s hould decide to run 

for President , I would like to aga i n 

recommend Bill Dougl as as your runni ng 

mate. 

Your s sincerely, 

The President , 

The \7h1 te House . 



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASH I NOTO N 

July 2, 1940 

Dear Missy: 

I would apprecia t e i f you 

would p ersonally put the i nclosed 

letter i nto t he President's hand. 

You will note that I have 

not sealed it as I thought you 

mi ght be interested i n reading i t 

yourself. 

Yours s incerely, 

!Us s Uar gueri te Le Hand , 
Secretar y to t he President , 
The White House . 



( ........ , 
/ e .... u ttl• ·~tc ..NJ7 1, lMC 
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iiiPORT lOR SZCRHAIIT MORO!:Hri!AIJ 

'lho tollowloa laprooolollO oro b .. od upoa obMnw\lo ... wbtoll I ... 

&ll1o to .Uo botwHo tbo day • boo t bo o. .... o oUoolt llopJ> on lllay 10, 1940, 

oDd tllo rtttb or 1111>0 , l ootod oo 11oloon otrloor botweoc t ho eroup or 

lronob ormloo (8eYODtb, Jlrot, oc4 Ninth) ond tbo diYi ol ooo or tho Brltlob 

!Xpod l t looary roroo oblob woro p1ooo4 uodor tbo oo.a&ad or Ooaoro1 Blaoob&rd, 

ea\ob11ob 1loi10D botwooD Ooaor&l llooobord ood tbe Brltlob 41Yiolooo, ~ 

porod oo 1 .. o, ool oa to ell rood o Ia Bo\slua lloloa bloolrod by tbo tleeloc 

roru,.oo. (Ioo l4oatol ly, tblo oxo4uo woo •or SOAl&od" .. tbo~ loally ln oYory 

Ylllop by oaonto or \bo Oor•c Jlftb Ool11110, ) 1 OU oblo t O U .tllllDO •ny 

.. .ooro or tbo orowo or Oormoa boaboro brourht down oltbor In Belelum or la 

Jruco l D tllo Motoro Ot tbOM 8r1Uoc 41Yl l l01ll, 0wlOC t o \ bo lDproatlaoblllty 

or oo-iooUq botwoon ulto, I l otor•4 ooly Ooo.orel loypnd or tllo ruult 

ot tbo rollooloa IDYOotlpt lono wboo l woo In P•rlo Juot bororo totloa t ho 

ollppor t o tly t o t bo Ooltod 8\otoo, 

0. May 10 tho Oorwen bo•bl"' toroo (l.o.,oxoludlnc t1&bt1os ond roo-

/ ooDJ>Ol MDO O ploa .. ) wu oo11prlood or alae t bouMDd plaooo, a ll or oblob 

wwro ploood botoro tbo ot\ook oo laou..roblo tloldo tbroulbt Ooraa terri t ory. 

To np1o1o tllo hopartoooo or t bo lot Uol oUoalt end Ito oubMquont roper-

011 .. 10111, l olll quo to l'l'OOI \bo tootl.ODy &l YOI1 by 01l0 Of t bo liOUtoUI1U 

ootloa oo ol r orott ooaooondor, • bo ••• brou1nt do-a on tllo .. rnl DI or May 10 . 

Blo \oot l.aay ,.., oorroborotod by two or tllroo o\llor prleouore. 



S.oro~ Morsootbau - I 

C:UuUon : 1boro l'ore you Curine the n enl nc or lh:r 9? 

Aaooor: I ••• at a trpor t Uo . 127a, a teo alloo ooutb or Chorlottocbura . 

Quootloo : Boo .. n:r pl acoo ooro t bore oo tbat port loulor t lol4? 

AD1wor: El&btoon boaboro, that 11 t o ooy, t oo aquadr ono , 

Quootloo: 1ho ooaoaD4o4 t bo oqut4ron•? 

Aaooor : l ltbor ooptaloo or .. Joro , 

~utioo: \;neo did you rooiiYO your or~oro? 

Aaooor : ~t aldol&bt (olot b-tenth or May ) cur oaptoln rocol• o4 tbo 

order• t o tly ~ equa4ron, tb8t 11 to aay, Dine bnzbere, to 

atrport No . 61lb . 

Que otloo: D1d :rou kooo oboro t blo airport ••• oltuotodt 

Anawer : lo. 

Quootloo: How did you leorn onoro It • • • e l tu•tod? 

Aaooer : A. too a .lcutoo botore oo t ook orr on 1\looror:r ot tbo fll&bt 

000 &l•oo t o OMOh pilOt , 

C:Uootlon: ~on d id you rft&Ob a!ryort Mo . 61lb? 

Aaooor : A.t tbroo o 'olook l o tbo .ore!..., Mt:r 10 , 

Quoottoo: lllat bapponocl t horo? 

Aaowor : Tbl r t:r-o!& ..all ooll bro bomb o oero l ooclo4 on eeoh plano. 

laob plau .. , retuel ed, aDd •• reoei t'ld ordera to ao aM 

- tbo raUroocl ototlon or La Buooo an<! t bo e l rport or 

Lillo, 

Quoot loo: D14 :rou laloo tbat Bolalua and Holla c4 ooro bolllf! lcnclocl 

at tba\ t!Mt 
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Soorotory Mor1onthau - 3 

~oation: Did rou know that other r aido wore \akin& plaoa? 

Tho other iotorro~~t!ono o n~ t ho ! nto~tion r ece ived by tho Royal !tr 

'•roo and tho Fronob military o~nd went to ahow that tiYa t nouaand bo~bara 

bad boon put In to \ be air on t hat par ticular morning 1n order \ o bomb Holland, 

S.l1iwa, a11d Fr&noo. 'l'ba t otoJ loaoee auta lno<l by tbt a.,.,.,. .. . ur 7oroe 

durin& t boao r a ido , wbtob aooordt ng t o t ho Gorooo ·~·•~at tono -- 1Dtorrogat1ono 

ot ottioero oubooquontly captured -- obould oot bn o nooodod •o- t trt y to 

ono hUDdrod plonoo, woro 34a obipa off!o!a l l y brought down. Tbooa Cl•• 

t houoand planoo ropruontod t bo rtret-llno planao wltla t bo bon tra toad 

or•••; t bere ••r• et t hnt t Uca rour t nouaand bomber• 1n r•••~• . but tbere 

uaed . 

i?er olaco \ blo t lrn bull cnolought, tho 11uabor or oi>Jootl'r .. to bo 

attaokod booam. progrooalYoly t ower OS tho toll Of Gorman a !roraf t brou«bt 

down by tho rr.nob and Brltlob atr torca o 1noroaao4. ~srtlD& on t ho twonttoth 

Ot lilay, 1 taUDd t hat t ho GorllltlDO ba~ begUII t o UM \hoi~ NMno pleu, 

•blOb .. re not •• ~4era .. tbe rtret-line planes; some or them &Yen l dcked 

oartatD o~u1pmont, ouob ao watcbea and tli ght 1notruaoota, ato. tbo ~role 

beaD nry aoaAty, ao .. o! t beoo .,.D h~d only tr010 fifty t o olgbt y hours or 

aotu.al tly"!Ag, .t.o tbo Ou •..,n• wore rorcod t o u .. 1936-1113? ~dol boaboro 

with 1Aa4oqu3toly proporod erawo, end ao t ba r trot lin• or .. o booo .. rotl,uod 

by tbair conatoat raldo, tbo arroot !YOnooa ot tho .Ultod fllbhro bo-
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atorot&rJ IDr .. ~tbau - t 

l"•ator ood grealor. At tbo bocl~nlng or t ho oo~lgo tbey ware able t o 

br i ng down an ourago or two Qe....,n plonoo to nery one Br1t1ob plano lo•t. 

During t ho loot doya, when they btg1n t o .. ko uoo o r tho O.tlant planet, 

that •••rage 1ooreaood In tho t a• or or t bo Brltlth t o tour and rl•• plano • 

t n ono , •ban Oont&n bombero udo a roreldablo ottort on Cellolo, BouloiP'•• 

and Dunkirk (a took 1~ Wbloh t boy wore oc t ouoooootul ), I t wao lota root l nc 

t o oboor•• t hat t boy did not hi•• IDOUJh ba.boro t o c~leto tbo took on 

tho other oldo or t ho Channel a t Do• er and Folkotoco, 

A t ow 4ayo lot or the 0.'1'l10 DO put Int o t bo t lrat line all or tbolr l Yail-

able alrorott, and t hey wore only able t o orsonlzo a raid or 1~5 bQObaro 

o• or Parle, or whlob t wontr-••• •n wore brougbt down. Loeooo euetolnod ware 

Wi ll o••• throe t housand wboo 1 lett lranoo, Tho ott1o1al rtsur• or l oe•••· 

oommunloato~ to .. oont ldon t l ally by too Royal Air roroo wbon 1 woo I n London 

during t he loot ot May, woe 1,487 boeb~rl brougbt ~own by tbo Ro7ol Air 

Foroo bobiod t ho Allied line, Tbla fi~Qro did not taka Into account trench 

tl,uroo. we do not know, or oouroo, t bo rl~oo tor bocboro dootroytd on 

t bo cround In 0.~111 and ooo~pltd Bol.loa and Bolland, To thooo t1CQrOI 

one lbould, ot couret, odd tho wotr ond tos~, oooldoato, oto, Wboc J lttt 

Par l e, 1 woo 1ntoraod at tbo frtnob beodquarttre bJ Oocorol S.JfODd tbat a 

meoaost bod btoo 4aptured by tbe Frtaob etooad bureau , oont b1 Ooor lns to 

~bt aupor lor ottloore or tbo Oormaa Air rorot, roqutotlng t hem to bol d out 

tor o t t w .art deya doapltt t bo oooort loeoto tboy bod eutrorod. 

All t ba abon and IIIIDJ ot bor dttolle wblob I oboonod point t o t bo oon-

oluolon that tbe ac ..... n b011blng roroe, wbllo not co:oplouly dtetrOJtd, 11 



/ 
no lon.-r, on account ot the ecarc tty or tra1a.4 ore••, ta a poe l ttoD to 
doliTor 8 dooltiYe blow t o tho Britiob Empire , 

t ollootca ob.,rYntiono ohou14 oo .. do: 

oortalc rooorTatloae oen be modo witb roteranoo to tho ability or tho Dritlab 

auporior to tee ~~· piloto. They llko 'bolr Jobo, a~ tboy know ' ""Y 

2 . 'lbllo U waa 41ttloul' tor Groat BrUaic to u.e 11181l1 tlebtero t o 
protee>t 'Prance (tbe DID:bor ot tlptera or tbe adTB.COO atrlkl~ toroo U!ldor 
tba ordoro or tbo Froacb oo~d "' ~ob oeoller tball tao a~er or tl£btoro 
retained Ia IDalood), t oday all tba fi&Rtort wblob oua only "''' In tbc air 
t or ono-bal r to ono and ono-b&lt boura l>eoauao or tbo woll)lt or .. .., .. nt ocd 
ooaauaptloa or tllol, aro protootiAg In a .oat ott icnolouo way l LO Tltal 
objoot 1Yoa in Qroat 8r1ta!a, 

3 , !be output or rteatera 1o lnoroootas OTory doy In Oroot Brltoln. 
4. Tbo Duak1rk O"POrloaao , wboro praotloally all tbo Ooroaa otroagtb 

wao o~loyod to prenAt t rattlo 1n oao o1Dalo .. u por"t, Obo•o \Mt It olll 
bo Tory dlttloult tor tao O.~n air roroo to bottle up all tho Urltlob ooe 

doopl to ooAt lnUouo roldo, Oblpo oaao wl tb rood acd ~ltlono oad lett with 
33~ , 00~ .... Moroo•or, tho Brlttob tl&btora whlcb oore baaed oa a1rporto 
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011 \be lrlt t ab 11~1 Ot t t e Ob8nnel brou~t down 8D IY6~1t Of ~~ .. Vtoty-

D. AI l taiDI. J<&leo~ &Dd \bt 8ri\ Jt b Japire, \be Obj oot l•eo or tbO 
O.f'Mlto lu)tJber e aro ioau=.rable (all \co porta aa4 lAduatrt tl oeutert, Loe<le, 

OIAo&<>W, 9 •rrlald , 81,...lql,.., Loodoc, uo ) , obarau tbt Rullr, ooQrl oo~ 

ot oYor t wenty aUlton inA•bHent a lft&t'Sid i n • k lAC war _,carlal e, ooccu -

in tbe world. UOroov~r. 'h• peoplt or tbe Ruhr, • bo erG mo~tly Rbiatlandert 

one or t he roaaon1 Why 81t l er b!l l to •1• tbla war YtJ ry qu lokly . e.rore 1 

tbon tbooa or t bo Brltl on nod lrooob PQoploa. 

lara Ortat 81'11-aia to M YI 1 \ bar dt t poal U IYir 1.DOreaatcc nuaber of 

bO~Irl, 1 bl l ltVI tb4t 'bl efft Ot Of OOD\lDUOUI raldl OD tbe Rubr (Wh ile 

well prove deoltl••· 

Too Brltloh l~plro lo, Ia ay •lad, • ory t &r rroa bol"' be~ton t or t ho 

rollo•1D& ,. . . ... , 

1. lll.tor loal - llHlor ooa\r olo to4oJ oD .. bolt or XUroPft '"~ boa no\ 

1•• raaobtd tho llr l\111b Jaloo; • polooa oootroUad tbo obolo or XUropo oll'l 
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t . Proporodneaa - - Groot Brltoln lo now Juat boctonl na to f oal tbo 
pooolblllty or dotoot, All bor l n4uatrloo Which wore not r oody ror oar on 

Oe~y by a CO'lll'OI&n or onor~l y .. ro ot production on a .. nra war-ts• 
boola. 

3 , Wulla franco ••• f1811t1"8 m Clreu 8rh o1n oDd ratl~ l os tb<l Garcon 

t reM1y 11l oo r 1o .. a o, t o-wit: 35, )()0 M D (prl oonor o, w~od, or ~IUodl , l 
Il l 11 not kaowo I n tblo country tn•t tnt brltl ab £1pedltlooort Force loa t 
only 1, 200 .. n In Norway l f on the o<bor bend, tho Homo float nno only l oat 
two airplane carrier•, ono bat\loeb 1~. a fey orul .. r a, aod abou t th i r ty 
doa,rorora. aad ton aubaarl noa. ~o attack tee Brl \ tab L.p l ro sucaoa• tul lJ. 
t ho OwrBIIno would b!ln t o 111pl oy a t roM a ir t oroo, obi on u.ey no l on.pr 
baYo, end a oonoldor obla t loot . Tn toto oonnoc t lon, I t lo 117 opinion thot 
t ho ltollan float • 111 not bolp Oor111 ny In thO At lant i c . Tbo Modltorr4D6on 
1o t be "Mar• Kootru.• or l toly, an~ 1 do not boll•• • thO\ l t aly' o d ic t ator, 
who u .. do nlo tloot t o control t b.o llodl t o rronoaa, will pleco H a t d i H ar' o 
dlopoool I n tbo Atlantic , Ono auat not looa ol &ht or tho root tbot tbo war 
l o not wen ror tbo AX Io 111 t bo Mtd1torronoan, wboro Groo t 8rllol n on~ tbo 
fronob Col onloo con ortor a ,root ro ol ot anoo t o Italy. Tbe Arabo, who ftr e 
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S.orohry lloraont bau -a 

all Oy&pa t be\lc t o rra~co ·~4 Groat Brl~ala ·~ bata t ba I ta liano, OODO~I tuta 

a oonol4orablo otraastb, Wbl cb t ho Ita liano woul4 aa• o t o copo with. 

~~oYer. abe wtll haYe \o \ake tnto aooOUAt \be 1\ren&\ b eod .. btttoae ot 

Slioul4 \ bo IUropeaJI poopl o, partloularly tbo rranob, ooqulro tho tool-

lac t ha t, &IYoa o4oquato aoolo\aaoo rr oa tbo UBI ~o4 Btateo, Croat Brltotn 

• Ill oot 71114 to Oermaar, \bo7 will, by their oct!•• or paool• t rool o ~anoe 

to t bt 7~ alllloa la&lo,bo able t o ploy tbolr part Ia t bo ot ruttl• or all 

t ae roroao Wbloh to4ay, ao Ia 1918, ora oooeolouoly or unco~octouol7 tl&bti~C 

~o pronat 0el"Mh7 t r oll 4oa1naUas t oo worl 4 , 



TELEGRAM 

THB PR SIJr:"T 

The 1/hi t e House 
July 24 1940 

Leo Cr owley Rnd Stewnrt ~cuon~ld bot b hold 
lucrntive posi t ions in private bu•1nens . I 
reco~end that effective Au~st first , they 
be oe~1tted to resi~n froc their respective 
Ooverm• ent jobs nnd devote their ertlre time 
to thei r personnl businesses , 

l:enry Llor genth•m, J r . 



THC SECACTARV OF THE TREASURY 

WA.Iof ! NOT"ON 

July 24, 1940 

1'1-.LEGRAU TO THE PRESIDE!;T HYDE PARK 
(Via 1lh1 te Bouse Telegrap~ Wire ) 

URGENT AND . - --·· ----- --
Tom Corcoro.n , Ben. Cohen, Ed Foley o.nd 

llllfSelf have worked up the f ollowin£ pr o&ram which 

I C7 

we are very anxi ous to discuss with you before Friday 

niyht when ToD Corcoran and I ar e ~oin& away for a 

short vacation . I would appreciate your giving us 

1 
the necessarJj time 1o discuss thi ~ idea with you. 

1 

1 . Tliue llhould be eatabllahed within the R. F. c. a 

separate d1 vision, to bo lcnom u the Defense Finance 

Adainistration , apecinlly equ.ippod to deal quickly 

and effectively with t.be t1nano111a ot our national 

defense neoda . The division abollld be 1n charae or 

an qveasive adloiniat.rator aidod by a few key • .., with 

a paaaioa tor teld.D( and not e....u..nc reapaoaibilHy, 

cutt.iDc red tape aDd ll&lcin& qu.iok deciaiona . Tba 

diviaioa llhollld be authorhed to anil itaalt of the 

poorera of the Reco11et.r\lctioa Finance Corporation under 

aection 5d or the RI'C Act aa provided by the Claaa-

St.eagell &ct or 1938 and the 1940 liat.l.onal Defense 

&.endllent. 

2. Tbe De! mae Fin111ce Adainia tration llhould ban a 

separate section to look eftar the credit and capital 

needs of aall and •ediua-ai&ed bwoin .. sea 1n order to 

Mite it poaaible tor th• to take an actin part 

I 



Secretary llorgenthau, 2. 

in the national defense progrllll. The expediting 

of the national defense program requires the full 

utilization of tho capacity and skill of all business , 

11111ell as well a s large . 

J . The Defense Finance Adminis tration would conduct a 

widespread publicity campaign , making known t o small 

and lllediUil>- eized business that funds will be ava.ilable 

on liberal terila, inoluding low interest rates and 

without the r igorous requirements whlcb have heretof ore 

cl:w.recterized the making of loena t o small and mediUil>­

sized business by the Reconstruction Finance Corpor ation 

and Federal Reserve Banka. 

4· The Defenee Finance Administration should utllize not 

only the RFC reg ional fiscal agencies but also other 

decentralized governaent offices u well as or d.inary 

c01101ercial banks, with a view to br ingin& credit and 

capital to busineaa men on their hoae ground and making 

it unnecessary for them to coaoe to WaiJhing ton. These 

local agencies and banks could act u the agents of the 

RFC, or in the cue of local banlta , the loens could be 

ll&de by the banks with the RFC parti cipating thenin. 

Regula tiona governing tho prograa ehould lay do11t1 stMdards 

wbicb ~'ill enAble the local agencies and banks to approve 

smell loans without r eference to Washington. 



• 

Secretary Morgonthau, ). 

~ . The Reconstruction Finance Corporation would 

ulte aY&i.l;tble to the Detanee Finallce Ade!nlstretion 

a bUllon dollera to be prortd.ed b:y borrowed tunde 

to the extent that tho RFC lligbt not have such 

amount available. Tbia 111oney would be used u a 

revolving fUnd by tho Defens e Finance Admi nistration . 

6 . Ollce a •ooth the De!onae .l"iiiAllce Adaini s trntion 

would •aka a detailed report of ita act1rlt1ea during 

tho preceding 11onth to the BOU"d ot Directors ot tho 

RFC so the. t t he RFC would a.lwaye be advised or the 

activiti es ot the Dot ense Fi nance Administrnt1on. 

Tho decree or control ' hi ob the Federal Lonn 

Adainie trat:>r 'IIOuld exarciao onr tho Defense Finance 

Adlllln letratioll would be aubet!Ultia.ll:y the S&Da aa 

the control wbieb be exereJ.aee over the Federal 

Rousing Adlliniatration, the Federal Boese Loan Bank 

Board, or other or ganization• under his auporviaion . 

Henry Uor~;enthau , Jr. 

' 



LEG RAM 

\ l ~ m4£ ~4tt£ ~ouS£ 
\ ' ;m~ 

The Presidents~ 
The ·l'hi te House 
July 24 , 1940. .. 

Ur~':1 nt and Ms' at? a f11P?tfpj 9 

To~orcorn, Ben Cohen Ed Foley and mysel f have ~orked 
up-lhe following pro01ram which •e n.re very anxi ous t o 
d i scuss wi t h you before Friday night when Tom Corcoran 
and I are going away !"or a short vacation. I would 
appreciate your givin~ us the necessary time to discuss 
this idea wi th you . 

(l) There should be establi shed within the R. F. c . 
a separate d ivision, to be known as the Defense Finance 
Admi nistration, spec i all y equipped to deal quickly and 
ef fecti vely with the financing of our n~&ional defense 
needs . The d ivision should be i l'!qhar ge of an ag,ressive 
admi ni s tre tor aided by a fe1v Jtey men with a passion t or 
tru<ing and not evading responsi bility, cut tin~ red tape 
end making quick deci sions 1 The division should be author_ 
ized to avail itself of the uower s of t he Recorstruc t ion 
i'ienance Cor ooration unde r section 5d of the R. F, C. Act 
as provided by the Gless- 3tea~all Act of 1938 And the 
1940 Nntional Defense Amendment . 

(2 ) The D~fense Finance ~inistration ~~ould hnve 
a ee0arate section to look afte· the credit qnd capital 
needs of smal l ond medium- sized bu•inesses in order to 
rna e it possible for then to take on n.ctive p~rt in t~e 
national defense pro~rP~ . The expeditin~ of the n~tional 
defense pro;z·= requires the t'ull utilizati on o f the 
ca,acity end skill of all business , small as well ns lorg;e . 

(3) The Daforse Finonce Adr!inistr, tion would conduct 
a ::idespreed publicity campai~n , m!\king kno1·m to nnoll 
And reedium- sized business that·t'unds will be availoble 
on liberal t erms , 1nclud1n~ low interest rate s and ithout 
the rig;orous requirements :hich have heretofore chorscter­
ized the Makin~ of l onns to ~all e~d medium- sl zed bus i ness 
by the Reconst ruction "'!nonce Corpor•ti on nnd r'ederal 
RGserve Banks. 

( 4 ) The uefense ~inonce Administration should utilize 
not only the R. F. C. re~ional f iscnl n~encies but al,o 
other decentralized Government ot'ficoe as well as ordina ry 
co=ercial bankit wi th a view to brin~~;ing credit and 
capital to business men on their home ~round and mnking 
it unnecessary ror them t o come to ""shin~~;ton . These local 
agencies nnd banks could ae t as the agents of the R. F. C. 
or in the case of loca l banks, the l oans coul d be ~Rde 



LEG RAM 
Sh11et # 2. 

by the b•nks with the R. F .C ~Prtioioo.tino: therein. ao "'lla­
tions ~overninp the proo:rrum "hould lay down etandnrdn 
which will en~ble the loc~l a~encies and bNaks to apnrove 
o~all loans ~ithout reference to lnehinvton . 

(5) The neconstruetion .in~nee Corporation ~ould ~nke 
available to the Defense 1nance 'drn1n1str4tion a billion 
dol~are to be provided by borrowed fUnds to the extent 
that the k . ? . C. ~iv~t not hnve •uch ~ount av~ilnblo . 
This =oney would be u•ed as P revolvin~ fUnd by tho 

Defense Finance Corporation. 

(b) Once ~ month the Uofense Finance Adr.inistrntion 
would make a detlliled report of its activities du1•in,ll 
the preeedi~ month to tho ~nrd of Directors ot the 
R, F. C ~o that the R.P.O. ••ould ttll':ays be advi sed of the 
notivities of tho Defense Pinnnce A1ministration. Tho 
degree of control which the l•'oderal loan administrn tor 
would exercise over the Defense Finnnce Administration 
would be substantially tho same as the control which 
he exer cises over the Federol Housino: Adminis tr~tion , 
the <ederal ·•orne Loan B"nk llo~trd , or other orocllnizntions 
under his supervi sion. 

Henry l!or~enthau, Jr. 



TELEGRAM 

Por The President 

The /hi te House 
July 2 4 1940 

Departure permits ~ranted to ves•el~ 
oorryin~ notroleum products on July ~3 1 

s~n Clemente Unru, (Jnp .) 5285 not tonna~e : oetrol eum products : 
11m0unt--- -; from San Francisco, to Japanese and Chinese ports . 

Gulf .1•x , (American) 5522 net tonn"~" : petroleum products 
~~ount---- ; from Port Arthur , to Port Petrol , CAlifornia . 

Keisyo ~,.ru, (Jap . ) 3582 net tonna~e ; aviacion gasoline; 
10 , 000 barrels in druns : from San Pedro, to Tokuyama And 
Kure JapAA. 

Solstad, (Nor. ) 3435 net tonna~e ; lube otl ; amount----; 
from Houston, to Uni ted Kin~dom. 

T~tibans llqru (Jnp . ) nat tonnage-----; diesel oil; 
55 , 000 barrels in bulk : from San P dro, to K~wasaki , Jnpnn. 

Cor1sco , (Hon . ) 55~ net tonna~e; petroleum prod.ucts : 
a=ount- - -- ; from Port Arthur, to Puerto Cortez, Hond. 

Sknndinqvla, (Nor . ) 723 net ~Onn'l~e ; petroleum products : 
ot.ount----; from Port Arthur to ~:ontevideo iJr ., Rio de 
Juneiro ~nd Santos , Brazil . 

Henry f'orgenthnu Jr. 
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Sensational Discoveries on t he Loire 

The Secret Political Document s or the French ~neral Star r are 
Captur ed 

It is of ficially announced: Our t r oops have made a great 

di s covery. 
I 

In the emall town of La Charita on the Loire, a small 

reoonnaieeanoe group captur ed t he secret political documents of 

the Fr ench General Staff in a halt destroyed airplane. The docu­

ments tou.nd here are or suoh importance that their publication 

must be regarded aa the gr eatest sensation of thia kind. They 

disclose with an almost unprecedented clarity the oynlcal aims 

for spreading the war of England and France. 

Everything Which was suspected or interred, on the ~rman 

aide , with regard to these plans and Whioh baa been supported by 

the documents found up until now, becomes astoniehingly clarified, 

in its large outlines, through these documents. 

On account of their own weakness and because of the lack of 

preparation on the part of England and Fr ance, the small peopl es 

of Europe were to be l ed systematically to the shambles. It waa 

desired to subjugate Germany in two ways. First, through cutting 

ott Germany from the Swedish iron mines or through their de­

etruotion, Further, through the deetruction both of Rumani an 

oil and of the Sovi et Russian oil fields of Baku and Batum. 

Second, through bringing Soand1navla into the war aga inet 

Germany, Wher eby it was desired to gain 10 divisions against 
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Germany and through bringing in Rumania , Turkey, Greece and 

Yugoslavia, shereby it was hoped to mobil iZe 100 divisions 

against Germany. This was called, cleverly, the strategy or 

the "Front Dusu.r e• (Attrition Front) against the German army. 

For a long time both or these actions were decided things . 

Only t he incompetence and the lack or decision or the enemy 

leadership and the lightning quick blows or the German army have 

frustrated these plana . 

Rightly did General Gamelin, in a discovered note or 

May 12, 194o, order the greatest precautions tor keeping these 

documents or the General Starr secret tor •ir one or these 

documents should !all into the hands o! the enemy" the German 

High Command wi11 •thereby receive political instruments which 

i t would employ against the Allies .• 

A t ruly classic document or unscrupulousness. The General 

Starr of the French was clear with regard to the oataatrcphio 

results which the publication of these documenta must have upon 

Englieh and French policy. 

The Foreign Ottioe baa undertaken an assemblage or these 

documents 1n ita Wh ite Book No, 6. In consideration or the 

momentous importance, however , today bef ore the publication 

or the White Book, there 1a hereby begun an attempt to put 

before the public a preliai nary aeries or these documents. 

A game of intrigue is hereby disclosed, such as the world baa 

hardly heretofore sean. The documents speak tor themselves . 
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Document No. 1 

Telegram ot General Weygand to General Oaaelin, 
Karch 7, 19110. 

England prepares tor the bombardment ot the oil 

tielde ot Baku and Batum. - English and Fr ench ottioers ex­

plore the necessary air tielde, in civilian drese, aa pereone 

intereeted 1n petroleu.. 

General Headquarters ot the Eastern Medi terranean 
Operation Area. 

The General No. 295 3/t!. Karoh 7, 194o Stric tly Confident ial 

(Copy) 

General Weygand to the Commander ot the Military Forces and 

Chiet ot the General Statt ot Detenee. 

Air Marehal Kitchell , Co~nder ot the Air Force ot the 

Middle East , who todey ca:ae to Beyrouth, 1n the company ot 

General Jauneaud, on the way to Ankara, hae into~ed me t hat he 

has reoeived information trom London regarding the preparation• 

f or the eventual bo•bardment ot Baku and Betum. Re explained to 

me that he intended to aek Karsh&l C•~•lk tor the permission to 

explore air t1elde in the area or D1abek1r, Ercerum, X&ra and 

the Yan Sea, wbioh can serve as intermediary landing places for 
airplane• wb1oh have their principal baas in Djaz1reh. Air 

Uarebal Mitchell asked me for peraieeion to explore our air 

fields in DJezireh because the political condition or Irak, 
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whos e independence ie recognized, 1a not euoh ae makes pos sible 
the uee of the a1r f1el da of t hat sovereign territorr without 
danger of compl1cationa. I am honored t o 1n!orm you that 
I consented to the request o! t he Air Marshal. The surveys w111 
shortly be undertaken by Br1t1ah and French o!f1cere, bot h 1n 
civilian dreeo. Thereby the i mpreeaion will be given t hat the 
affair 1e one or work relating t o the exploitation or t he oil 
bearing atrata or thle area . 

Wergand 
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Document No. 2 

Note or General Gamelin of J.larch 10, 19llo 

Plans or the Allies tor the creation of ne• fronts 

in the Scandinavians and in the Balkans. -- The Divisions or 

the Scandinavians and Balkan countries shall fight tor the 

Allies 

No. lo4/l - Strictly confident ial - March 10, 194-0 

Not e concerning t he partioipation of French and 

British forces in the operations in Finland. 

With the beginning of t he host ilit ies between Finland and 

soviet Russia on the 30th or November, 1939, the French and 

Brit ish Governments have expressed their .tlls to give practical 

and quick help in Finland through the del ivery or airplanes and 

munitions . The first shipments of t he material began on t he 20th 

ot December. The French Hi gh Command, tor 1ts part, •1thout 

delay has concerned itself to realize the desire of Warshal 

Mannerhslm, insofar as -- apar t from t h e volunteer shipments of 

materials and the shipments that the Karehal has already received -­

French forces can be placed in t he operations . For this purpose , 

Commander Gonoval •as sent to the Finnillh General. He let t 

France on December 20, 1949 tor Helsinki and came back on the 

20th of January in 1911o. 

On January 16, the French High Command worked on a general 

plan tor armed int ervention 1n Finland. This plan particularly 
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looked forward to the landing or Allied troops in Petaamo. 

At the same time, the harbors and air tielde or the Norwegian 

weet coast were, ehould the ocoaeion arise, to be taken ever 

ae a precautionary measure by the Allies. The plan wae, 

furthermore, that on the baeis or the results once achieTed, 

the operations should it poss ible be extended t oward Sweden 

and that the iron mines at Gallivare, Which are valuable eouroes 

tor iron shipment to Germany, should be occupied. Through th1e 

operation, there should at t he se.me time, be a new conneot1on 

made between Narvllt and Lulor. The plan tor the operation at 

Petsamo coincided wl t h t he one that ¥arehal ¥annerhela placed 

before Commander Ganova1. 

At the eemi- ottlcial converaationa the British High Command 

aeemed to share our views. At the inter-Allied military oon­

versations or January 31 and February 1, wh1oh preceded the 

aeeting or the Supreme Council or February 5, the English 

pushed the question ot direct help tor Finland baolt to a aeoondary 

position. They showed theaselvee to bs convinced eupportere or 

an expedition against the northern Swedish iron minee, which, 

at leaet in the beginning, would have made the tranererenoe or 

a part or the engaged toroee t o Finland merely a aide ahow. 

Thereby, the expedition aga1nat Pet aaao wae abandoned tor 

practical purpoeea. It had only a aecondary and aubaequent 

character. Th1e view achieved a ma jority in the Supreme Council. 

The preparation or the Scandinavian expedition wae i mmediately 

taken in hand, and the French and Briti sh roroes were r eady to 

be transported rrom the tlret days i n Maroh. 
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The first group of French !orcas (an Alpine Rifle Brigade) 

wae r eady to leave ita garrison on t he 26th or February and 
could have been embarked anytime from the tiret ot March. For 
the case ot a sudden blow on Petsamo, it would have been possible 
to send an advanced guard muoh earlier. The l eadership of the 
operations envisaged in Scandinavia was given over to the 
British High Command. This could apparently not be decided any 
other way. The equipment tor the expedi tionary force on the 

one band, and its reinforcements, on the other hand, needed to 
depend on oo~unioations whloh pass ed through t h e zone of the 
British sea command. The protection of these tra nsports de­

pended, ot course, on British sea toroea. Furthermore, the 
French Navy cannot be everywhere at the same time. The Mediter­
ranean, the Atlantic coast of France and Africa remain its 
natural sphere. ~uite apart from t he t ask which devolves upon 
lt tor the protection ot t he convoys from America. 

It must also be recalled that the participation or t he 
French military torose in the Norwegian operations can at pre­
sent be only a limited one, The French army is forced to keep 
its maaa on tbe northeastern front Where i t s t ands against 
the mass of German forces. The French army is furthermore 

obligated to keep the watch againet Italy on the Alpine front 
and in North Atrioa. The French aray hae further more a vanguard 
in t he Near East, It can, therefore, under present oirouastanoea, 
make available only llaited contingents t or area• of operation 
lying outaide t hese spheree, 
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In the a1r, France can aa.ll:e on1y a 11111ited contribution 

on acoou.nt ot the preeent cond1 tion ot the French air toroe. 
The opening or a northern battle field hae a prilllar7 

interest from the standpoint or the conduct ot the war. Apart 
from the moral coneequenoes the blockade beoomea more compre­
hensive and above all, the blocking of the traneport ot iron 
ore to Germany, 1fll1oh is of consequence. In this connection, 
an operation in the Balkans , if it could be combined With the 
Scandinavian undertaking, would be calculated to increase the 
economic pressure on Germany. Germany would then have only 
one way out from t he blockade, namely over her frontier with 
Soviet Russia, and in this connection it must be noted that 
it will take a long time to exploit the Russi an sources of 
raw materials. 

On the military plana, an aotion in the Balkans (this 
question remains naturally tied up With the posit ion or Italy) , 
would be ~oh more profitable to France than a similar one 1n 

Scandinavia: the battle fiel d would be enlarged on a great 
scale; Yugoslavia, Ruaania, Greece and Turkey would bring us 
reenforcements of almost 100 divisions. 

So tar the queetion or petroleua has not been considered. 
It 1e neoeuary to consider the petroleum resources of Rumania 
and otTTransoauoaala which can be defended or deetroyed. 
Sweden and Norway would give ua only a weak support of abou~ 

10 d1visione. The troops which the Germane would have to With­
draw f rom the western front to counter our undertaking would doubt­
lese be of about the same proportion•. 
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The advant ages ot opening a Scandinavian battle f ront 

remain nonet heless unqueetionabls. Neverthel ess, t he teohni cal 

ditficult1es whioh come wi th euoh an undertaking must not be 

overlooked. 

In the sphere ot sea tighting, operations in the Beltio 

are practicAlly excluded t or us. OUr comeunicati one go over 

the North Sea trom Scotland t o Norwar. This line ot communi­

cation i s eubatantlally longer than the German one between 

Stett1n and t he south coast of Sweden. Our line ot communicat ion 

must be protected against the German submarines and bombers. It 

must be recalled that the time ot year in which t he Gult ot 

Bothnia i s tree ot ioe gives the Germane the greeteet advantages 

tor lending in Finland and not only on the south coast, but also 

on the weat ooa at and on the east coast of Sweden~ For t he oon­

duot of land warfare, it is to b e noted that the Norwegian har­

bors and eepeo1ally Narv1k have only very limited cover. Ther 

are badly equipped t or the disembarkation of troop• and re­

entoroementa. The ra1lroade whiob run trom Narvll: and Orontbe1m 

to Lulea can carry only limited trattio. This tratfio t1gure 

narrows furt her 1t one puehee forward to Finland, tor then there 

is only one railroad line available, ot Which Lulea 1e the 

starting point and whioh runs around the Bothnian coast. Th1a 

is true under the assuaption that the Swedes leave ue their rail­

road 11ater 1a1. 

The climate of Finland and especially Lapland is ex­

traordinarily severe. Franco-Br1t1ah torcss can be etationed 
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there only it they are chosen very carefully. Until the end 

ot May it is necessary that they have apecial equipaent. 

French pack and draft an1mals, aside from mules, cannot become 

acclimated there. 

Furthermore, the supply of provi sions and especially ot 

wine, tor our t r oops presents an extraordinarily difficult 

problem to sol•e. 

From t he foregoing, it ie apparent that - - taking tor 

granted a rapid it not dangerlesa landing (possible act i on of 

enemy U-boata and bombers) in Norway -~ the entry into action 

of our forces in Finland can follow only very slowly. 

In the sphere ot air force , i t appears that help tor 

Finland i s moet quickly and easily possible through the dis­

.Patoh ot bombers w1 th long range, asautlli ng - - as aleo with 

respect to a la.ndlng i n Petaamo -- that it haa been decided 

in favor ot an opening ot militar y operations against So•iet 

Ruae1a. Such eupport aeeme t he only way ot helping Finland 

before t he appearance or l and torcea. 

Th is assiatance can, however , be sent only by the English 

because our air rorce doea not yet bave bombers ot t he newer 

type in large enough numbera t o undertake t his work. Before 

all else, no airplanes which oan be withdrawn trom their 

e•antual work i n France. In the apbere ot t ighter planes, 

help tor Finland, upon which 1n t hla case pa rticular value le 

placed, 1e necssaarily even acre d1ft1cult . Fighter planes 

mus t be supplied by aea. They mus t be diamounted in Sweden 

and assembled again in Finland. It must be noted alec that 
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a landing ln Potaaco under present conditione muat be Judged 

quite different ly thAn two months ago. The Russi ans hAve 

received notable reenforcements in this region. They have 

nuehed forward i n a broad fro nt towards the south from Petaamo. 

Hangers have been prepared. Pos ei bly a land connection with 

lluraanalt has been eatabllehed. Finally, the Russians haYe 

spotted the coast with defenses and above all, have brought 

up heavy artillery. On the other hand, the Finne aro now 

entirely out of condition to assis t a landing ot Allied con­

tingents t hrough a comprehensive land operation as was 

originall y expected. Following up the shipments ot material 

which have been carried on sinoe the month of December, help 

for Finland oan now be developed through a military under­

talting involving the sending of Allied troops. Aside trom the 

French and Polish cont ingents (13,000 men) the Engl i sh bave con­

sidered sending f rom 6 to 7 divisions - - with regard to this 

I have had thoroughly reliable information which was given me 

by General Ironside. 

The estimate of the troops' strength comes from h i m; the 

agreement of the War Cabinet haa not yet been received. The 

total combat torce, therefore, aaiee up at the very least, 

150, 000 men. The esti!ll&te, whloh inoludea all the Britleh 

troo~s ot the new levy - - one active division must be taken 

away trOill the troops now 1n France - - , no increase is pouible 

when one oonaidere the diffioultiea ot t ransport and the cover 

possi bi lities or the Norweg ian harbors. 
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Th e tra nsport or the troops ~nvolves in itself alre&dy 

notable delays . It is a matter of eeveral months. Theref ore, 
it is now impossible t o make any conclueions with regard to 
the increase of these troop numbers. In 2 or ) months, no 
doubt, the condit i on on t he French rront will be clearer, and 
we will then be in condition to supply the means !or a more 

co~prehensive deoialon. 

The techni cal diff i culties or an Allied ~tervent1on must 
not be left out of account. They are not inauperable and w~l, 

should the occasion arlee, be removed fro~ the way. Hand-

writ t en note of the Generals: 

carried forth with decision. 

Our Scandinavian plane must be 

For t he saving or Finland or for 
the very least to take over the Swedish i ron ore and the 
Norwegian harbor s . We, nevertheless, express that from the 
standpoint or the conduct of military operations, t he Balkans 

and the Caucaeus, from which i t is possible also to deprive 
Germany or petroleum is much more important . However, I t aly 

holds t he key of the Balkans ln her hand. 

(Signed) w. Gamelin 
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Document No. 3 

Telegram ot General Gamelin to General \Veygand 

ot March 12, 194o 

The operations planned by the All ies shall be 

directed by the Bri t ish High Command i n the middle east and 

by the Turkish High Command i n the Caucasus . 

Carbon Copy - Project - Secret - No. CAB / DN 
Jlaroh 12, 194o . 

Berlioe to Cesar Franck - Answer to telegram 1 236 

The note ot Mar ch 7th appended to my lett er 293 - CAB / DN 

informe d you ot the general judgment which I have placed before 

the Pres i dent or the Council or Winiaters w1 th regard to the 

operations in the Middle East and particularly with regard to 

possible operations 1n the Caucasus. In my opinion the opera­

tions in the Middle East must be directed by the Brit ish High 

Command and the operations in t he Cauoaaue by t he Turkish 

Hi gh Command, the latter to be conduct ed with Turkish f orces 

assisted by a ircraft and later spe cial cont ingents or the 

Allisa. You may enter into r elatione with Warshal Tsohakmak 

with regard to t his ques tion and participate in a.ll preparatar7 

investigations with regard to t he Middle Eaat, 

I am sending you by messenger a rounded discus s i on with r e-

gard to the action in t he Caucasus. 

General Gamelin 
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Document No. ~ 

Tel egram or t he French Ambassador Massigli in 

Ankara t o the Foreign Off ice in Paris, March l~ , 19~. 

Conversation or t he Ambaseador with t he Turkish 

Foreign Mini ster with regard t o the bombing or Baku and 

Bat um. -- The Ambassador expects no dlttioultiee from the 

Tur kish Government --. 

(Translation) 

Foreign Mini stry No. 329 -- Anka ra, March l~ , 19~. 

Di spatched by messenger at 22:13 o'clock . Strictly s ecret. 

In the course or the interview whi ch I had yesterday 

with him, the Foreign Minister laid before me, at his own 

initiative, a telegram which came in during the night in wh i oh 

the Turkish r epr esentative in Kosoow r eported with regard to 

a discussion with the Ambassador or t he United Stat es. Ac­

cording to the opinions or the latter, the Ruaaiane are so 

dlet~bed with regard to the danger or a bombing and burning 

or t he oil area or Baku that the Soviet Russian Administration 

aeked American engineers whether and how a tire resulting from 

a bombardment could be euoceeetully combated. The engineers 

are reported to have replied that on account or t he manner 1n 

which the oil fields have heretofore been exploited, the ground 
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i s so saturated with oil that a !lre would undoubtedly 

spr ead over the whole neighboring area. It would take months 

before it would bs possi ble t o put it out and a year b efore 

operations could be undertaken again. With regard to the 

safety or the population, the oity abould be moved tor that 

purpose about 50 kilometers f urther away. 

"What do you t h ink about it?• aaid Saraoglu to me. I an­

swered that moder n bombers no doubt had an eff ective radius 

of not i on to r each Baku f rom Djezireh or from northern Irak. 

It would be necessary, however, for that to fly over Tur kish 

and Iranian territory. 

•You are afraid then or an objection froa Iran?• the 

Minis ter answered me. -- He could not have made it more clear 

to me that the difficult ies will not come from the Turkish 

aide. It would have been inept had I compelled him to ex­

preea h1llleel! more definitely and therefore I did not go 

further into hie s t atement. It is, nevertheless, very 

importa nt and I permit myself to bring it to the attention 

or Your Excellency. I have aleo in.tormed my English col­

league with regard to t h is matter. 

(Signed) Kaee1gli 
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Document No, 5· 

Note of General Gamelin of Warch 16, 19~. 

The plana for the creation or new rronte become 

deeper, Germany and soviet Rueeia are to be weakened 

economically through the outting ott ot iron ore 1mporte 

from Sweden and oil imports from Rumania. A stra tegy ot 

•attrition ot the German righting power• 1& to be followed. 

(Translation) - General Headquarters -

Bureau ot the Chief or the General Stat! t or National 

Defense and Commander-in-Chis! or the Milit ary forces, 

March 16, 194o, - No. 325 CAB /D. N. - Strictly Secret . 

Note With regard to the conduct of the war, 

(final draft with coneideration to the statements or 

the Commander-in-Ch1et and or General Buhrer) 

Since the viewa which were explained in t he •war Plan 

tor 1940• - sont to the Preeident or the Council or Ministers 

by the meeaage No, 290 CAB / D. N. or February 26, 1940 -

remain the foundation or our conduct, it beocmee neceeeary in 

view or t he e1gning or the Rueeian- rinnieh Armietice to de­

termine which operations can be undertaken immediately to 

lead to important it not deoieive blows against Germany, 
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On l and, it a poears at present very ditticult to achieve 
results outside ot the unpopulated arena . Therefore Germany 

must be forced to leave its present waiting posit ion. The 
first thing which ie necessary is a ebarpening or the blockade. 
Along with the economic results which must be expected t r om it, 
an attempt must be made to r ealize the following obJectives. 

First: It can be 1n Germany' s interest to epare Holland 
and Belgium because these nations make it possible tor 
Germany to considerably circumvent the action or the blockade. 
It is also possible that a severe establishment or quotas tor 
imports into Holland and Belgium .ay bring Germany to the 

position or making a quick end or the matter and attacking the 
Netherlands and Belgium tor theee countries can still bring 

O~rmany great advantages in an economic way. 

Second: With regard to the Scandinavian countries, 
t hings are quite different . Belgiuc and Holland serve Germany 
princi pally as intermediary traders whereas sweden suppl ies 
Germany with an indispensible raw material , namely iron. 
Ettorte must be made to prevent such supply. A simple action 
'IIOUld be to explain tha t the supply or certain important pro­
ducts, tor instance iron, by neutral countries which border 

Germany aaounts to support tor Germany and would lead t o 
reprisals. Sweden then would be able t o supply its iron to 

Germany only under threat ot blockade. Si milarly Norway 
would b e able to engage i .n the transit trade only under the 

same risk. It both countries cooperate, the goal is a ttained, 
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Ot herwl oe t heir ooeani o trade ehould be bl ockaded. On t he r ace 
ot ouch a state or artalra, Germany may dec i de t o r eact and may 
attack sweden in a military way. That must tind ue ready for 

detenee . For this purpoee t here muet atand ready in France 

and England a tiret unit or military power r eady to eend to 

Scandinavia, whether aa a counter bl ow or as a preventive 

mea sure. 

Third: The cutting ott or German importe or Russian 

oil. The cutting orr or deliverlee or Rumanian petroleum to 

Germany can at preoent be at t ained neither t hrough the blockade 
nor through m1.11tary operations. With rega.rd to t he Caucasus , 

t he t 1ret queat i on wbich ar1eea i s tbe op ening ot hoetilitieo 

against the U. 8. 8. R. Further there le the probl em ot the 

cooperat ion or at least the agreement or Turkey. As in every­

thing that bappene ln tbe Eaat, the attitude or Italy can not 

be dleregarded. Aleo t he bocabing or the oil suppliee or Baku 

and Batum t r om t he air oan materially injure Germany ' s supply 

of gasoline. According to the inquiries •ade 9 alr equadrona 

will ba necessary tor tb1e taek. The Command or the French Air 

Force i s prepared to make avai lable 5 aquadrone and the rest 

muet oome trom the Royal Air Force. Theae groupe, which have 

their base ln Dje&ireh, where tbe landing fields tor t h1a 

purpoee either are ready or are being undertaken ( i n the 

northern part or the French Middle East) must aleo it possible 
have support pointe in Aeiatio Turkey where fields are now sub­

ject or explorati on. 
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The comms.nd. ot the Frenob Air Pol" a e can already undert ake 

a bombing operation in Tranaoauoaala after receiving notice or 

1~ days to a month and can undertake th!e operati on with t wo 

aqu.adrone of heavy bombers which can be supported with two 

aquadrona ot medium heav-y bombore. Theae bombers ebould be 

withdrawn from t he mother country l t the condition or the 

French front permits . The operat1ona ln the a i r can be 

praotlcslly supported i n the following way : 

Firat , action of t he tleeta dir ect ed towards breaking 

eommu n1c&t1ona in the Bl aok Sea . French and Brltlah eub~al"lnee 

ehou~d be entrusted thia taak. Their paaeage through the 

Stralta will r equi re the express or taolt approval or Turkey 

and they will need A bas e in the harbor s ot the Black Sea in 

Aala U:1nor. 

Second, through aot1 on on l and which can be oarr1ed out 

only by Turkey, whlob however can be aupported through oerta1n 

unlta ot our middle eastern troupe . Iran can alao take part 

in thes e operations &t the 1natance ot Great Britain. 

Fourth, wlth all oonal derat1on or the obJ eotlona which 

wer e made to th ia pol icy 1n the oo~•e or the l a st me et i ng or 

the war oounc ll, there la ~n advantage in mining the rl•era 

and undert aki ng thle taak with the medlua or the a l r roroe ae 

aoon ae poaeible . In tbie =anner it Wil l be poaa1ble to 

partial l y 4amage th e lnte.rlor t raneportAtlon ot Germe.n1. It 

1a neoeeaary that the operatlona tree tbe &1r t or oe a~ aoon 
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as pos sible ~rom the burden with which it is a t present 

loaded. Altogether, the Russo-Finni sh Armistice should make 

no difference i n t he basic objectives which we set tor 19~0. 

It must cause us however to act more qui ckl y and more 

ener getically. Through a completion ot blockade measures 

a.nd certain military op erations we can not only draw the 

economic laces more tightly but also make it necessary ~or 

Germany to step out o~ her preeent passive military poeition. 

The experiences of si.x months or war show that the neutrals 

tear Germany. Without confronting them as threateningly from 

our side, we must also let t hem know our power. Of course 

diploma tic and m111 tary conduct must be det erm1.ned by the 

same energet ic tone. 
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Document No. 6. 

Telegr am or the French Amba ssador Maselgll ln Ankara to 

the Foreign Mini stry ln Parle , March 2g , 1940. 

In t he aotion against Baku and Batum, the outward compro­

mising or Turkey shall be avoi ded through aklllt'ul management. 

Foreign A!talra, Plain Text, Reserve No . gg1 . 

Telegram received i n Ankara 2g March 194o. 

Ankara Maroh 2g. Received by messenger AprU 3 at 11:30 0 1 olook . 

Strictly Secret. 

I refer to the telegram to your Excellency No. 540- 541. 

In my error ts in my earli er correspondence to explain the posi­

tion or Turkey with regard to the Soviet Union (compare eap e­

oially my diepatohea No. 74 or February 24 and my telegrams 

433 - 439 and 461) I emphasized that, in my opi nion, it i a use­

les e to attempt to heat up Turkey against the Soviets, that on 

the other hand however i t ia poesible to hope t hat we wi ll be 

suoceaatul under certain clroumatanoes in bringing Turkey t o 

t ake a posi tion aga inst Russ i a in our wake. I aee today no 

neoeaa1ty or changing a Q1thing in t be opini on whi oh I expressed 

before the breakup or Finni sh reaietanoe. The Mowoow peaoe wi ll 

or course turther increase TurkeY' • caution. However, people 
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are oonv1noed here t hat the red army came out ot th1s war 1n 

the north very much weakened - - which tends to cancel out. 

None the lees, I saw no ettorta to ocme closer to the Soviet 

Union. On the oontra.ry, people are getting used to the 1dea 

ot having to count on her enmity, whioh does not mean however, 

t hat t he Turkish statesmen are prepar ed to get themselves into 

an adventure w1th an uncertain outcome. We must 1n tact t ake 

account ot the circumstances that it the government 1n Ankara 

t r om now on has the conviction that Germany will not conquer 

the western powere , et111 many people in Turkey are not con­

vinced thAt we will eventually wln a olean cut victory. Many 

still believe that t he Reich wlll receive trom the t ired out 

Allies the peace which it needa. Many believe -- and the Italian 

and t he German propagandists exert themselves to oonviaoe them 

ot thle -- that, 1n spite ot the strengthened determination ot 

the governments in Parle and London, the war w111 end through 

a compromising peace. Then people must naturally oons1der here 

what the tuture may bring 1n the oaee that a peace which will 

leave the peoples ot France and England d1aeatiar1ed and dia­

aolutioned, Turkey should have to stand against a Russia which 

had taken advantage or the leaaona or the Finnish war to streng­

then 1ts military power. The government oan not entirely ig­

nore this state or the opinion. 



- 2J -

Thence also are the sources of a large part of ita present 

caution. Should we tomorrow clearly succeed on the western 

front even in a limited action, or should a German offensive 

in the grand manner break against our defense on the land or 

in tbs air, we would find the Turks more energetic and more 

ready for new undertakings. It must however unfort unately be 

added that the condition of our public l ife , quit e independent 

of any mil i tary outlook, causes certain unrest here. The last 

sessions of Parliament left a bad impreeai on. People were 

certainly impressed by the de t ermination of your Excellency 

and your government to improve t he state of aff aire and not t o 

allow French morale t o si nk, but there are people who are not 

uninfluenced by German and Italian agents and broadcasts and 

are not yet sure whether they wll l not be disappoi nted 1n their 

hopes, which are identical with oura. One must have t he cour­

age t o eay that the Turks at the preaent do not have the feel­

ing ot our irresistible superiority, no matter how great their 

sympathy tor ue may be. Tba majority believe that their tate 

i e bound up with the tate ot the weatern powera ; the govern­

ment 1e oerta1nl:y til'!lly dete rmined to aa.i ntai n ita obligations 

to ua; but in the publi c mind there ia no auch opinion which 

would atrengthen them to undertake initiatives which i nvolve 

rieke. 
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Betore I comply With the requeeta ot your Excellency, ot 
11bich tile general 11nu were shown me through telegram• 54-o-
511.1 , it aeemed neoeeeary to me to bring these important cone!~ 
erat1ona to mind. They explain bef orehand certain reeerYat1one 
which I must expreee or certain ot the precautions which I had 
to emphaei~e. An air aot1on aga1net Baku and a eea action on 
the Black Sea have Yery d1tterent aspects from the Turkiah poi nt 
of view, both technically and politically. 

Firat , an air attack on Baku trom Dje£1reh necessitates 
flying over Turkish territory tor over 200 kilometers, and 
turthermore 1t 1e neceaaary to tly over the mountain range be­
tween the Van Sea and the Ourm1ah Sea, that 11 1n Kurdiatan, 
which is very little populated aa a reeult ot very aevere pol1oe 
operations that were oarr1ed out there two or three yeare ago. 
No important population centera will be tlown acrose, and the 
airplanes uy Yery well paaa unmarked. Should they be seen, 
then at moat they Will be noticed by a tew poets of police or 
genda.rmee. Furthermore, through a turning toward the weat and 
a oroaa tl1ght through the northern part ot Iran, it 1a poee1ble 
entirely to aYoi d tlyint. over Turkiah territory (and, eapeo1a1ly 
1t the point ot departure ahould lle not 1n DJulreh but in 
Irak). When I confront thia tactual a1tuat1on with the remarlr:a 
ot Saracoglu which are contained 1n my telegram No. 529, I 
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come to the conclusion that a prior information ot the Turkish 

government and a request tor permieaion to tly over ita terri­

tory would bring them unneceoeary embarrassment. It is neces­

sary t o place them it not before the complet ed tact t hen before 

a situati on which wlll arlee 1mmed1ately and t o dela:r the tlae 

tor intol"'lling thea about what i s going on (I aean thereby in­

forming them ottioiall:r, tor t he confidential relatione which 

we have with her as with the High Command would forb i d that 

the:r be lett entirel:r in the dark) . The operation aust actuall:r 
so 

be 1n oourae/tbat we oan excuse ourselves when planes in the 

course ot their flight have to oroee through Turkish air. Far 

from insulting the Turkish regime, our reserve will actually 

lighten their work. Should the Soviet government make a pro­

teat, then it is desirable that Ankara be in a position to ex­

plaL, that it had nothing to do with these taote. When flying 

over her territor:r had actually t aken place, t hen it would not 

be bad were we to receive a discrete protest . Should the cir­

cuaetancse beooae woree, and ahould the Sovi et Union react 

through llilitary aaaeuree, then it would be neceeear:r that the 

Turkish regime be in a position to explain t o the General 

Assembly that the initiative t or t he attack wae the reeponei­

b11Uy ot Moscow. In th1a caee the agreement ot publ i c opinion 

ot the countr y with the Turlleb go•ernaent would be ~~&de certain. 

But preoieely becauee a reaction t roa the Soviet Uni on ie to be 
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expected, we muet be o1roumepeot not to undertake any such 
action without taking into aooount ita possible etteote on 
Turkey, and on aooount ot thie we must alao become clear with 
rega.rda to the aituation whioh this country must oon~ront. 

It il not my attair to expreae myeelt over this question, 
I must nevertheless note that on the eastern tableland there 
is still winter and that the neoeeeary landing tielda oan not 
yet be explored and prepared. FUrthermore, I must note that 
according to my knowledge protection 18&1net a1r attacke on 
the ooal tielde at Zongouldak and the eteel worke in Karabuk 
are not yet ready becauee certain English aateriale have not 
yet been delivered. In my opinion it would show a great lack 
at foresight to expose two .uch impor tant pointe ot the Turkish 
economy to a i r attack trom Sebaatopol , I should be very much 
aurprieed 1t the military experts did not need a delay tor 
several weeke to make all the neoeeeary preparationa, 

Second. The queetion ot the Black Sea, and ot the taoi­
litation Which ehipping in ite water• reoeivee ae a reeult ot 
the close cooperati on ot the Soviete tor the • upplyi ng ot 
Germany, has engaged my attention. 

I permit ted myeelt on the morning a~ter the oonolueion at 
the Anglo-Frenoh- Turkieh treaty (telegraa 1969 ot October 23, 
1939) to allude to it. It auet unfortunately be reoogn1&ed 
that a eolutlon a~ the problem ie not eaey to tlnd. According 



- 27-

to the et1pulat1ona or the Stra1ta Convention, the allied 
oowera aa belligeaanta are Juat1tiad 1n eending warehipa into 
the Blaolc Sea only in tultillment or a deo1e1on or the Lengue 
ot Nation•, or in appli cation or a mutual aeai etanoe paot con­

cluded 1n t he aphere or the League regietered 1n Geneva and 
bindin.g Turkey, or 'Ill en Turkey it eel! 1e a belligerent, or 
when Turkey teal• heraelt threatened by danger or war and aell:a 
aaeiatanoa !rom the allied powers. At present none or these 
conditione 1e fulfill ed. Our entry into the Blaolt Sea oen 
therefore follow only ae your Excellency will note, on the 

baaia or a benevolent decillion or Turkey, which -- and we auet 
be clear about t his - - will contradict ita obligations aaeumed 
at Kontreux and may therefore bring a protest rroa a power which 
aigned the convention 11ll:e the Soviet Union, or Italy who agreed to 
the convention 11ll:e the Soviet Union, or Italy who agreed to the 
convention. !be laat aentioned powera may in thie caee ver7 well 
plaJ tbe Gei'IIIAll gue. Into tbe bargain, even it no ailit&rJ 
etepe a re taken against soviet territory, war ahipe, or merobant 
ahipa, the soviet Union might tall:e the openi ng or the strait& 
by allied orui eara ae an unrriendly lll&nireatation and heraelr 
undertake counter aeaeurea. Tbe poaai bility or the outbreak ot 
hoetilitl ea aa a reault or our ini tiative ia therefore in no 
W&J excluded, and thia circumetanoe will obligate us aa in the 
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previously oona1der ed oase t o oonoern oureelvee with the oon­
eequenoee which the planned 1niti at1ve might h&ve trom the stand­
point of Tu.rki ah defense, 

Therefor e it Will be necessary to bave the eame precautions 
and delaJe Wh1oh the operation agai ne t Baku eeeme to bring '11 th 
it. What turtbert ore ie the out look for control act ion in the 
Blaok Seal The number or German merobnnt abips Which han taken 
ref uge in Bulgarian harbors ia evi dently limited (apparently 8) . 
The direct action or an all i ed raid against ehipping under the 
German tlag would t herefore be or very short duration. I t Will 
therefore be princi pally a matter or contr olling Russi an, Bul­
garian or I t alian shi ps, and to make contr ol exam ina tiona eo as 
to hold up Rueei an and Italian tankers and to eetabli eh a con­
trol over the ships wbioh ply between Caucasian harbors and the 
mouths or the Danube or t he Bulgarian Ooaat , All of tbeee are 
operati one whioh cannot be conduct ed particularly aucoJea!ully 
on the high sea. The eiezed ahipa mus t be brought t o a base to 
be examined there and to disembark the oonrlecated goode. Where 
oan thi s baee be ir not in a Turkish harbor ? Discr et e asei e­
tance will not be eucoeaa!Ul. Thie means t h erefore that Turke7 
will be direct ly bound up w1 t b t he a cti on or the All i es and that 
German7 will be able r i ghtlJ to regard ber ae a belliger ent 
power. 
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The Turkith Government ie in ay opinion not ready at th1t 
time, aa a reeult or the reaoons explained above, to go eo tar 
as tbit , It it poseible to foresee operati on• ot another k1ndT 
It it i s almost i mpoeeible to conduct control operations systema­
tically on the Black Sea Without question participation ot 
Turkey, then it le alto not poe tible to expect -- unlett one 
expects more !rom t hla power than to close its eyes - - that eub­
marinta would go b night through the Straits to carry on quiok 
combat journiea in the Black Sea which would have the objective 
ot disturbing eea tra ffic and German shipping, and to elnk: 
ships which tro111 their cargo are clearly dee tined tor Ger~~:any, 

I only touch on the question. It the operation were 
technically possible , then it would from a political point 
ov view encounter fewer obstacles t han an intervention of allied 
cruisers because Turkey could then say that she was kept unin­
formed With regard to our plans, However, we auet be quite clear 
about the matter that even euoh a limited operat ion would XXX¥ 
place the Turkish regime ln a del i cate posi tion and we cannot 
undertake e~oh operations Without taking into &acount their oon­
sequenoee upon this country, Therefore we must ret urn to the 
facta about the condition or Turk~ab armament• wh~ch we have 
set tortb above, 

I come to tbe conclusion that under preeent conditione, and 
atter a period to be establ1ehed by the experte, operatione 
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~ithout taking into account thei r consequences upon t hi a country. 

Therefore ~e muat return to the facta about the oonditicn of 

Turkish armaments which we have ae t forth above. 

I oome to the conoluei on t hat under present conditions , and 

a.fter a per i od t o be es t ablished by the experts, operations 

against Baku are the easiest to organize and especially t o t he 

extent that ~s tnke into account Turkish conditions. Furthermore, 

ite eucceee will have such oonaequencee and will so ~eaken Russian 

acti on that the Turkish regi me, aa a result of the aucceaaful 

consequence of the operation, will feel itself enheartened b7 our 

success and will give us t he neoeaeary assistanoe more willingly 

eo t hat oparat1on3 of sh1op1ng control on the Black sea can take 

place under more favorabl e circumstances. 

(Signed) Kass1gl1 
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Docuaent No. 7 

Note or the rrencb Pri11e 111n11 t er Dalad1er o! Janua17 19, 

l94o. O.neral Gaael1n h t o prepare a aeaorandua on the de­

etruot1on ot t he Rueaian oil !1elda. 

COPT ot the handwritten note ot Pri~ 111n1eter Daladier ot 

January 19, 194o. O.neral Ga•elin and MA1ral Darlan are 

aeked to work out a aeaorandua wi th regard to an eYentual 

1nterYention t or the deatruot1on ot the Russian oil fields. 

Oaee No. 1: Breaking ott ot the oil tankere bound tor 

O.raanT in the Black Sea. It 1e a aatter pr1noipallT ot 

O.Mlall eh1pp1ng. In thle case Ruslia would not be brought 

into the war. 

Oaee Mo. 2: Direct 1nterYention 1n the Cauoaaus. 

Case No. 3: Without direct action againet Russia, 

aeaaurea taken to aaeist the ael!-determ1nation ettorta ot 

the l(ohaaaedan popula t1on groupe in t he Causa we. 
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Document No. 8 

Note on a conversation between the Frenoh and 

English Air General Statts ot the 5th or April , 194o. 

Franoo-Britiah plan or operation tor an a1r at t ack 

on Batum and Baku. A third or the refineries and ot t he 

harbor storage tanks to be destroyed 1n six days. 

Very seoretl 

Air attack on t he oil tields ot the Cacasue . Agreement 

reached in the ohiet headquarters ot the Air Force, 5th or 

April , 194o. 

The Franco-British air at t ack on the Cacasue petroleum 

is aimed exclusively at the refineries and harbor storage 

tanka ot Batum - Ptoi - Crozny - Baku. 

It can be esti mated that wi thin the t1rat six days , 30 

to 35 or the 100 refineries and harbor storage tanka or the 

Cacaeue will be destroyed. The airplane material to be applied 

includes 90 to 100 airplanes which Will be composed or 6 French 

flyi ng groupe and 3 Bri tish squadrons. The French groupe will 

be eo equipped that they Will be able to attack Baku on the 
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tore-appointed date. They are oompoaed of two Farman 221 

groupe and ~Glen Martin groups , provided wi t h reserve 

tanks . On eaoh !light against the enemy, they oan drop a t otal 

or 70 tons of bombs on about 100 known refineries. EnemT 

oounter- aotion a.nd the probable presence or German pursuit 

pl anes wlll diminish the effectiveness or t his operation to 

a considerable extent. 
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Document No. 9· 

Report or General Weygand t o t he High Command or 

t he Fr ench Air Force or the 17th or ~pril , 194o. 

Air action aga1net the Rueelan oil tlelde ln t he 

Cacaeus is prepared tor the end or July, 19~0. Th e High 

Co~and or the Eastern Mediterranean, 17th of April 19~0. 

Secret! 

Gener al Weygand ~o Cocmander- l n- Chief C~el1n , Commander­

tn-Chiet or the Land Force, and to Commander- in- Chief or the 

Air Force Vuillem1n . 

The preparations tor the bombardment of the Caucasus oll 

fields are so tar advanced that the time in whloh t h is operation 

can be car ried through can be estimated. 

Rigid adherence to a tlme-aohedule is not otrer ed her e. 

The undertA.king does not need tor thla purpoee the making or an 

agreement with the oonoluslon or wh i ch has moreover been ehown 

to be i mposeible. The French Ambassador to Turkey has accurately 

1nro~ed the Government on thi s queatlon. At present , there can 

be no talk or assent tor fl ight over Turkish territory, still 

lees or a preparat i on or air bases whloh could serve aa a spring­

board. Further, other hel p ia not to be expected. 

The transport of material t or Joint requirement goeo by t he 

Aleppo-Nieslbine railroad. An advance demarche tor the use or 
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t his track insofar as it concerns Turkish territory i s not 

required, as our previous agreement s gi ve us every freedom in 

this connection. In t he esti mate of t b e peri od of time , the 

following are to be considered: 

(a) The preparat ion of air bases. At tbls t1me of t he 

year only light work is required, 1ts duration 1s estimat ed 

at 14 days . 

(b) Work on t he railroad and on t he f1ll1ng up ot the 

depots {sidings , rall s , t elegraph lines). Duration: 14 to 

20 days. 

(c) Transport of rolling stock, munit ions , t roops , and 

wagon parks for the Fr ench combatant f orces requires 56 t rains. 

Thi s means a period of 14 days on the assumption of 4 t rains 

a day. The same t i me is required for the English soldiers. 

Consequently 30 days are needed altogether. It must be 

noted that (a) and (b) can be simultaneousl y carri ed out so 

that a t least 45 to 50 days are necessarr. I t is assumed t hat 

the railroad material and that the British and French re­

enforcements can be placed on the march immediately. In 

addition t o thie period of time , the t i me r equired for the 

assemblage and arrival of the bombers must also be oona1dered, 

With respect to the French aquadrons, 1t is to be noted that at 

present none are r eady f or setting out. According to all t he 

probabilities , the groups of Farman- n1ght bombers which havs 

been 1n long service can arrive here quicklJ. On t he ot her hand, 
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the group ot bombers wh ich belongs to the Middle Easter n air 

toroe now at last has the t~ret airpl anes ot the Glen-Martin type. 

According to the statements of the Air High Command itself , 

2- 1/2 to 3 months are esaential in order to trai n t he pilot s to 

put t hem 1n a position to take part in a m.1l i tary operation eo 

that t he available material i s used to the h.1gheet degree. 

Probably t he remaining groups ot the Glen- Martin type which are 

expected from France and from Nort h Africa are in approximately 

a corresponding stat e. The Vice- Air Marshal and Commander ot 

the British Alr Force ln the Mi ddle East was very contused when 

he waa asked about the answer ae he himself had no t yet received 

t he airplanes. 

It must be noted that t his estimate does not incl ude the 

technical preparations t or bombing attacks. Th.1e preparation 

includes the obtalnlng of air photographs, t he asl eoti on ot 

objeot1vea , aa well aa ot the most appropr i ate bOIIblng mat erial s , 

and finally the preparation ot the airplanes tor each part i cular 

attaok. 

Cauti on requires that the oarryi.ng out ot the operati on be 

considered only tor the end ot June or tor t he beginning ot 

July, particularly when the absolute neoeesi ty ot carrying 

through the under taki ng when everything ia ready i s r ealized. 

Only thus oan deoi aive results be at t ained wit h the greatest 

posalbla mobil i zations ot power and the greatest apeed. The 

operat ion lteelt need only last a taw days and must oona 1st 1n 
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mass bombardments of those points , the dest ruct ion of which 

through explosive or incendiary bombs is r egarded as 

particul arly effect ive . 

Mo r eover t he period of time indicated i s aleo necessary 

for Turkey, as M. Massigl i has already brought out, as Turkey 

in t he course or t his period of time must put itself in a 

position ~ioh allows it to defy every enemy counter move 

which will pos sibly be unloosed a s the resul t of t he 

bombardment. 

The Commander-in- Chief or t he East Mediterranean Operati ons . 

(Signed) We ygand. 

Stamp of the Commander-in- Chief. 
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DocWient No. 10 

Telegram f rom General Gamel in to Br itish A1r 

Marshal Newall ot 15. 5.194o. 

Immediate dispat ch ot ten Briti sh pursuit squadrons 

a sked tor. F. C. 15 ot llay 1940, llo. 528 CAB I D. N. 

Fr om Commander General Gamelin t o Air Marshal Newall. 

(Note in pencil: tor General Lelong ) 

Consequent on the ettorts ot the French Government 

I make i t clear that the number ot pursuit squadrons Lmmediate 

dispatch of which to Champagne is required amounts to ten. 

Here it is to be noted t hat in the oaae ot Italy1 e entry i nto 

the wa r, F'rance will be c011pelled to r e11ove a pe..rt ot i ta 

pureuit equadrons to south- east France and to Tunia, We will 

supply t he requi site ground personnel. The detai ls oan be 

arranged through i m11ediate agree11ent between General Vu11le&i n 

and Warehal Barratt . 

General Gamelin 
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Document No, ll 

Telegram from General Gamelin to Winston Chut·ch111 

of 15 .5 . 194o 

The British Air Force must be put i nto military 

act ion. 

Secret - P. C. the 16 May 194o- NC. 529 CAB / D. N. 

Cornmander- 1n-Ch1ef General Gamelin to General Lelong for 

Mr. Winston Churchill . 

I perm1 t myself again to approach you in order to ask for 

the immediate dispatch of ten pursuit squadrons. The situation 

is very serious, nat,Jrally t hese ten pursuit aquadrons 11111 be 

stat ioned on the lower Seine where they have protection and 

whence they can be easily wit hdrawn again. 

General Gamelin 

(Deciph ered and dispatched on the 16 May 19~0 at 10:30) 
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Poouaen t No. 12 

Telegram troa General Gaael1n to W1nat on Ohurobill - 16/5/4o 

Renewed request tor 1amed1ate d1epatob or ten Br1t1ah 

pureu1 t equadrona. 

P. O. 16 Kay l94o, No. 531 OAB/P.N. 

Coaaander-1n- Obiet General Gamelin t o General Lelong 

t or Mr. Winston Ohurobill. 

I peN! t Dl)'aelt again to refer to the t aote that -- the 

e ssential teat ot the Br1t1sh as ot the French a1r t oroea 

now oone1eta 1n operating on ene111 troope with parti cular 

reference t o those pointe which they wet neoeeaar1l)' erose. 

General Geael1n 

(Peo1phered and dhpatoh.ed on the 16th ot lola)', l94o, at 

2120 P.M.) 
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Doc1111ent No. 13 

Telegram froM General Gamelin to Mr. W1neton Ohurohill. 

17 May l94o. No. 533 OAB/D.N. 

Coamander-1n-cblet Gaaelln to General Lelong t or 

wr. Wlneton Ohurohlll on hia arrival 1n London. 

Our Gi raud army will be placed aouth of liaubeuge before 

noon toda)'. The tlght 11 very hard. The consequences oan 

be grave, not onl)' tor rranoe but aleo tor England . The 

oouree ot battle threa tens t he communication lines ot t he 

Brltieh aray. I again a sk tor the entry ot the British Air 

Force in every way aa a contribution to the battle. In 

particular, the placing ot agnet1o ainu in the Maaa would 

bs very etteotive 1n order to disturb the strengthening and 

re1ntoroeaent ot the enea¥. 

General G&aelin 

(Deciphered and dlepatohed on the 17th ot Ma)' at 9125 J..M. ) 

• 
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Protocol on t ha Saeeion or t he Allied High War 

Council ot 22/5/4o. 

In the headquarters ot General We7gand, who wae appointed 

in t he interia ae Coamander-in-Chie!, with t he participation 

ot Winston Churchill and Premier Reynaud. Complete perplex1t7 

in tbe aiddle or the Battle or Flanders. Di sorganization or 

the leadership, desperate plene in order to break through the 

pinoere. Churchill agreea to put the air foroe into a1litery 

a ot1on. 

Preaidiua ot the Council of Mlni et ere. CopJ. Very 

oontidenUal. 

rranoo-Bri tiab aeaai on of the 22nd or lla7 l94o. Wine t on 

Ohuroh1ll arrived at the chief bead.uartera about l2 o' olook. 

Be waa aooompanied by the Briti sh Aabaeeador, General Sir John 

Dill, Vioe-i!arahall ot t he Air roroe Pire and Genera~ 1811181• 

Paul Reynaud waa accompanied by Captain de llargerie. General 

We ygand received both Pri .. kln1stera i n t he JU,p Room or biB 

General Stat!. 

Colonel S1aon explained! 'l'Wo rrenoh d1v1aiona under the 

ooiiiii&Jld of Gene ral ragalde were at the extreae north on the 

Sohelde. The Belgian troopa were tollow1ng them roughl7 up 

t o Audewarde . The Br1 t 1ah Exped1 tionary Corp a wae turther 

to the Sout h with t our d1vieiona, t o wh1oh three d1v1 e1ona were 
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arriving in the neighborhood ot A.rrae. Two BrUiah reserve 
d1v1a1ona were around Lille. Linked with them was the !1rat 
Frenoh army on whose fianlt the Cavalry Oorpa waa stationed. 
General B1llott, the Commander-1n-Ch1e! o f t he rranoo- Britisb­
Belgian Arlll)' or t h e North, was in the bospi tal as a result 
of a serious motor aoc1dent. He bad t o give the command to 
General Blanchard, who 1n turn has been replaced by General 
Pr1oux. The letter had ! ought with distinction a t t he head 
ot the Cavalry Corps. 

Winston Churoh11l explained that a German armored di villi on 
which broke through on the prev1oue 110rn1ng froc Abbewille 
has passed Etaplea 1n t he direction of Boulope. A wounded 
English officer who eaw these German oollbatant f oroe a travel 
by bad eat1• ted t.hem ae !roa 4, 000 to 5, 000 IIBn. Approx1ma tel:r 
halt or th1e ani t which at t acked from the Korth bad ainoe 
4:}0 P.K. been attacked b7 Britiah a1r forces taking off troa 
Greet Britain and had been halted at Etaplee. 

Two battal1ona of gurds, both or them froa the rellla1n1ng 
unite ot the active British ArmY in England, had landed 1n 
Boulogne with 48 tanka ( f) Their task was to defend this 
town against eventual German attaolta. Keaeuree had aleo been 
undertaken tor the defenae of Cala1e and Dunk1rlt. It ooaU. 
therefore be aasu.ed that these three harbore were secured 

agains t a eurpr1ee attack euoh ae ~paned 1n Abbeville. 



- 44 -

Document No. 14 (Cont. ) 

General Weygand contir-d the Pri- IUnia ter' s statements. 

He added tha t there were three French infantry battalions in 

Calais and t hat t he Commander or Dunkirk was a particularly 

capable Admiral who had the requisite forces for a sueoaestul 

defense or the town. 

At this point, Colonel Simon continued with the general 

exposi t i on or the e1 tuation. The Somme had clearly not been 

crossed on t he other side ot Ram (Translator's note, Rheims 

would appear to be indicated); t he Germans occupied several 

bridgeheads, one ot them in Peronne and another south or 

Am1nea. A French Army under the command or General Frere occu­

pies the space between the Oise and the somme and was concen­

trating progressively in a westerly direction. It included 

eight divisions, ot which tour were complete while the remain­

ing tour were still being forwarded. This army received the 

order to carry through an attack to the North in order to 

liberate the Somme Valley. Further to the east were the armies 

ot Toucbon and Hunt&iger. 

AI tar as the Ger11an armies were concerned, they had 

drawn up armored divisions in the front line at the critical 

pointe. Behind these unit• followed motori&ed divisions, behind 

t hese again the normal d1vie1one which had been brought up by 

horse. It appeared as though the idea was to organi&e a nu.ber 

ot infantry d1v1aione around St . Quentin t or de!enee. 
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In reply t o a question from Winston Chureh111, Oener~ 

Weygand explained that already grea t maases or enemy infantry 

were in contact with the Hunhiger Ar•Y· He added that the 

first Oeraan attack had been and was taking place before their 

eyes and that i t waa proceeding according t o a h1 therto un­

known formula W1 th new weapons ot war. The Oeaeral was or 

the opinion that an crreneiYe of t he classical atyle with 

strong artillery support would f ollow this attack. 

Arter the aolut1on or the t1ret question, they would 

han to deal. w1 th a aecond problem, the solution or which 

would not be le ss difficult especially as a violent enemy 

advance against the aouth, i.e . , against the armiea atationed 

in the Wagino t L1ne, was to be e~eoted. 

General. Weygand tinall;r reported in broad outline on the 

reeulta or hie trip to the Front. The Commander-in-Chief 

explained that 1 t wae i•po~&ible to expect the Anglo- French­

Belgian as.tn groupe, which were e t111 in the north and i noluded 

110re than 4o d1rte1one, ll•pl;r to break through to the south 

and t o aake oonneot1cna with the aain rrenoh ariQ'. SUch a 

maneuver waa fore-doo .. d to fai lure and the troopa taking 

part had to reckon with certain lou. The 11 tua t1on deaanded, 

on tbe oontrar;r, that the a•atlable rrench and Britiah toroaa 

under the OO'f'tr or the Belgian Ara7, which undertook to co•er 
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them troa the 1a1t and, 1hould the occasion present itaelt , 

trom the north, carry torward an attack in the Oe~brai Arrae 

a rea and in the general direction ot St . Quentin, t o the aouth, 

SJld in this wa:y t all on t he tlanlt ot the Ger~~an ar110red 

divisions, which were ao t ua111 to be t ound in the St. Quentin 

sack. 

At th.e aaae Uae, the rrench Army ot Gener al Frere, eouth 

ot the 80tu1e in the Beauvah area, waa t o JIWYD pueh t orward 

t o the north and thus strengthen the presaure on the enemy 

ar mored troops in the ~ene, Abbeville, and Arras area. The 

esaential task consisted in eubJecting theee troops t o per­

~~anent presi!Ure, aever allowing them the i nitiative, but 

always keeping them in .at1on, intl1c t1ng losses on them and 

endangering their rear poaitiona . Only in this way could the 

withdrawal ot the part ot the al'IIY 1tat1oned i n Belgiua be 

carried through with • ucce••· 

Untortunately General Weygand could not diecusa th1a 

question with General oort on the previoua day a a the 1a tter 

was out ot t he country. HOWIYir, General Weygand had a long 

diecuuion with the J:ing ot Bllgiua and hie General Statt. 

There were two op1n1on1 on the taelt ot the Belgian Ar_, 

according to the Oo~der-1n-ah1et . The J:ing bad not yet 

deo1ded t or either ot theee opinion•. 
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The r.u•st op inion, 11hic'1 •Lner>.l ,:ey ~a.nci au .. mo:-te• , con­

i S 'ted in comuosi onln , ;;,.. J~l.,ian AJ:uty to ·i',;h<l. ·a1-· _rOll .:he 

cnelde t o '"he Yser a.m t~creb; ta.A~ over ooverin •. -che !'rr·nco­

.Jritish .orcen 1.h1ch \·:ere &sanci n on .... t . ~ueJ.tin . Acttw~ly 

1.'1" J~.._, 1Ull .. I'Ll)' \Ill$ in ll. .t.n ,;erOUS posi t10n u6t1 "6En t he I>IOU'tlt 

or tnt: J o!1el cu: , Jt: nt rn .. Auc;.enuarde . '2'hl' au m or t \'L1c;1 i to lent 

the ~·I' .JC i n1nu par te 01 t!le Aruy ol' the ·.;os-cern ::'ron• coulL 

.1. i ke1:ise "" :.tll carr1 ut ou• tro1J t. :e Yst~l' om;arde oy euns 

of tlooc.in~; . 1.18l18l'll.l ,;ey..,ana tlOl' E:OV~;r ttrro.nbed t:_e it.. cctiate 

release o~ t.~1e \:ate:-s . 

.:he otl:n· opinion \'.!\fl l'El:!ll'llCented uy -ene.•Ll •;, n 01{ers tt·ac.ten , 

-in~ LE>O•)Old •a e.a.ju'\;Mt. Acc01·ain_ to this op i.:ion , ·•he 

Le l , 1,,n Al"Wy ha.:.. to l' llL1ein in i ;;s :>: evious -oo s i ti on ant to 

separnte i .selr, il' ne c eosury, l'l'Om tht> otil< r Allied !'Ol' c es. 

Its Jr•ool cm \HlS t;O d.ef~::nc.:. t~.e coast in a bl'o eu ae .. l1C1l·cle . i\e ­

intop c e. tel1ts co<·ld in thi s c a s e be a s sur · c. from Ostend :Ute. 

Junkir~ . In sup},Ort of this plan, .tene>·, .. l ·un OVel'fl"l'i'aten 

refe.·1•ed -co ;;he ~:e tigue or the ~elt;ian t 1•oopc . '.:M•Y hnu. t.•aveled 

fror.t ::aastr1cht in an un m•o .• cn Ll r c.1. :.'h~ 3, J.t:i nn G-Enerf l also 

referred to ;;;;eir ,~orr.le ~1.1 1ch hna nntu c lly ou ."fered ln till s 

.L ong retrea·" · Since O.h e arrival or t:w nPlt:;i M Al•my on the 

3chel c.o , the t:-oopo alter a 21i-- hour r ot haJ recu1neC. <.;le i r 

CC'.llll , Ill t..ey c..cmOnGtN,ted on • •. e 21st Of !ir,, U J b1'1J.l11lntly 

l'epellin . u\/0 t.re•·~un efforts to xn uu ootc in pacsage over 

iiiltJ o>c .. elde . ':?o a.er.u n<. o; -.;.1eoe t x-oops to ro t r •. t a .;t<.Ln -.no. 

1.0 n -ru .... on ••l u· CO\Uttry alrooat i n 1 1;B .,,,·.1rety _0• nt in the 



- ....... -
.Lo~VC\A.IJ •• t U . l (~o .. v . J 

... 1 l... n ttl' t:. nut ave O- \.e .. \) .. ·,. .1.1 n ... 1on . 

I' 1 cy nml op ,ose d t.dc o inion !"'e:u; ~ct.cr-

.. P.lt;;1c.no .uust OJh~l nu~ t.~l& o't:'U tlO l'ur"'11er or. .. c 1·1 ... ._J l'Jld 

.'re .• c: .. 1 c. !. a.. ed t.:-.a t rf'l111 ore• ,, nt :v • • ~u 

.. l'n Overstre •._an 

ooul.: no. P~Jc!. l:r 'be c rr1ed t.~rou il ll tn '" i n ... ~.1 C"l.Se ~ .. e 

e:,;i e.n !oroea '· oul ... oe COUCHllecl to c. it:uJ.a· ... e very soon. 

:'he :\i n ~ • ld I lOt UHl'"'l. l C~ lO."' t) 111 .... te u.l. scuasion. Only on 

11 R rtot u"n .o c·11 J"."' hnwlouarter11 U1 •lOUl'' earll~r w. rti\Bl'tt.l 

. ey ...... 1f ~ 1'11 • • • ·w.ll i3tsl(.;ll\ll 1 h Oo,.;u; Jl\.o. ..... ~. ... f',•,•1 ved at 

1.s e>ec1e1'ln ·~·" Lh. t 1.~ ec1e1on 

... 1on o... "'· ·e i&Ll" in ~.o\IO a .. ae;ee , "• \IJ.licn loo..lto i"i rt~ t •n•ovi ue 

for at•etren~ to L.J, , '::te J net•l cl)nt.1nu~d t>t.• un .. or •. l<oe 

c1rcumstMO~>Il •.le llfl.;lt•n ar .•• y 11o-.ld. play t:.e l'Ole o. ~ oo·ret•· 

1nt. lll".Jo W'l1Ch •HI hnc. i n<;; ended, \, ':Jilp t.18 Fl'•Ul00 · ;;11'1 tlO 1 forces 

'o . ~e .O'J d .o· ·a.·c. • 1 sout11 a a result 0• 1 .... ,,, •• tey 

\:a'"ul- ~e strer,.:t ... e1.ca. to t_au1:• r~ 1t ~ 't.n.e :'re.Jc.l oa\·a...ry 

COr_>B , Ill, ~. • H> w8l[;1M CIIVO.lJ•;; 00, c; , ~.e la-:ter Del:t;; 

oo.r tl.~ ::~otor1~ o< . ... 1.( ::1.1 il u h'OV.ld e c:. wO l\4,. ... o.t18tt ... ,.,.,e 

lG·iOBh.l o ... v~<.• ,.'reoto."l rl1 h Co .. 1 .tu1d. . 
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Durla cne. ~ ... -nn,, · ~ .ol .... ·· . .. 1 .• s ...on C .• u •chJ.l.4 .ld 

rOU(•.•c..l ~1r Joi'.Jl :l1ll l' pco:zc~. ""~.;: !OJl ~1" t.eu '--~el!• 0. l"etJ­

Iiv a. 1a ic~ vee..~., auoet1o .. o au~..~ 1ah.eru.>t1ous J!l.'l~oo tne1r 

)\II <>pl!lion o. ·- ·'' Lr ttle 001 oU1<.. ed lOU. prbciselJ ' 11;.1 ~ \[\ t 

o1' t te u,net•:::lissimo lBpecJ.l,ll, 1 .e.'<' t.t• rol• llo• .ea to 

.10 el ian a:-.,y tla~ concel'.oeu. •'·'C ~l·l i;ls.t Pr1..1e .. 1n1ster 

1o.. e t•cs tot•u tion of tlte nor t.:tern 

.nu auu-; .• ·rn r .1ea. 1 co a Wl1Cil ... ion tl!'OU:.. .~!":·as •·as esaen­

"'1""\ . ... .t' •1 '~~ltLth nttle t•or t:\ un er U'~ner~~ r0:-t hAd 

.01 subrl'ltence for row· ... n, 1. •. • "Cote.l re1r .o~cc.1ento 

o,nd rl.1. t:-te war __.. ,;er' nl or '11' r1 tJ.a'l ex;>e. .:.t10'.:l • C<>.-?8 

tJa8 ooncent,•ate ... fi•om C, lnl e n.lou v .•. co.."''.st in • .. :"Je U1.·Pot1on 

or ... t. . llaznlre. Tltn1; i;'le c .• l •• t:IOU ·'tt oz' Jener - Ol't " to 

"'-Be> open 1.:115 lin~ of CO.l UlllOO.tlOil t"O Vital for ol1U. z •noe 

slnoo tte y <efore yeeterdc. hr 1~ stnrted oov1n tile te 

_.c. ·e . .1oved ,. nucue r o. unl .i> on .llt. ri~ht : . a:tl. e .1mi. it1s 

lines ln oru.er to ~b a.Jle T.o &u.v~.oc e 1n •= <.1::.-ec tl on o£ "•rRI 

,ati. Ba "~&u..Jt. • The c. u~.- a t1 on e ·11.. ·e o: attle d ec1R1ve ; or 

tnt tu ~ooure ol tne l-·w.•, :or t .. e >ro 1o1on1n .. of ·~ P ...;.n 11ah 

b1tttl~ torcea <>Y a eano OJ. ~-' onnal hllrbors 11as ver;; seriously 

en<.<an(,ered so tha t 1n titcse o1rou.o-:<o,nces the aren " 0\!111l .::,.n ·rn1 

and t . ,..uo:11;1n aoaulr od ~oe o1 a1 ve si . .;nifanoe . 

In t lP. course o: >rivate conversation !·.r. 1:1ncton 

(;hurohlll 1n:or:ned t:te r'r enoh Prirao ::1n1etor and Ut!neral 

.. cy nnu 11 11. tl .. later ..... • .t ••ela1.1ons 01 -.-eneral ..llll o tt 

~o -·~ Co_ .nder-1n- 0 .J.ef o!' t :w .>l'ltl&ll C''"Oe<UtJ. onn vOrp 

wer" ,,o. verl s t1sft.O . or, . In OO::.>tloulnr -'or.e:-ru. .crt .~ad 
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1'~ .ninud 1'1tito•.tt <i1roct1onu 1'or tour ..• o. 

A1. t is oin. , z.e.·• 1 •e:/ ·n.'lu 'l .. nouncecl • _ • enel'al 
di t1ott \/liB ew'ter 1n.· 1'rou a severu auto.~ob11 ncciuoa. nnd 

v- t .e ..,·.1 .le re ,laced ~nc •· 1 31 ~c:oc.rd , 

o.rtlll<'•'B~ ,;ey nnu oon1'il'I~Od t 1C 1'u11 ,, ·l'OVal 1 t:'l 1.,:1oh 

~rl:. ~~1 - .e ·o:.l .... :t .:.rtc _et 
.11!1 n1tmu an<. 10 •en •'1t•z.tly , clP .rly r~tu ><>11 tely ll"-" need 
';;\to reouest .. , 1 .c:h i n h i e o.~1r.ion W8l'& ec1 .. 1vu . 

r1ret, i t \IllS 0. Cl'UOia1 11J.)0 tan08 ."o:• i.. :•eau._-;. Of 

indeed >ur·sul t olanes HG ><Pll as bonoertl , be f r ee-ly >ut 1:1 
•• t<- ti~l.J. o • ._p., .le. !t ;:ao er1'or:Jed very 1'• ;; services 
."or t .te E'r noh Ar~;Jy in vue >l•.,viou. ._ ~ d 8.1«>. Un'-' thuo nlrec.dy 
exercised "' very .·avorao.e 1nu.uu •• ce on 1. .e s >ir1 t o! , .e 1n­
•l1Jitry, l::l11e a~ v.le f·U..Ie t11Je i t ha... ,.,. :·ce t11.Jl.t -..tsturbed 
•• .. :f .er .n warc.ti n.; columna on " .t~ 1r 1 ay to •ae !':-o.tt . 

Besides, 1 t .1ac. carried t •Nl\1 )1 tJ: t e s1ve actioac 1n er-.:'lin 
•>art a or Gel""...nny, n art1c-:.lnr1y 1n •. '1e rw•al Ill' a wzd 1n 
!.A..!'bur! , ~re.Jen &l'ld other ol~Loes 1• .. a:•e 1 10 .'lnM ou .o.i neu 

OOd r"8U1 vO 1n 1;.'1e 0>0-fo>ard..Jen t Of o,.e,oy tOrR.;& vUl tB 1\l'ld 
tflner1eo . !0\ ever , ln cono1<i.er1n.; : .e 1r.ll)ortanoe ot 
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of our co ope ·o.ti on , t;1 :ane;oal hel tl 1 ·. necessary a t 

the IOOtilent t.llnt the J>.;l1sh Air r'Ol'ce w,.:.Ce lonu ciistance 

:t'li ,hts only for a I'e1·r days for tile ti:ac bs1n: so as to 

ooera.te yei'ltanE>n'Lly n.ncl. i ;nr .• euntel~· on tile front itself or 

in i va 1t•LhJcUa·.e ".tvironuent. He thus uec. anded th.<•t the 

Bri ti sh nl r •. or c e r "c ei v e t.HJ co;• a.!'l<i til a.;; l t ..JUl ti oly 

Vice .~>il· :.arsha.l_ Pi s r1ereupon .;a ve nis op i nion on 

u.le subjec t . He o!':.-sred ftJr oonsic:. er~.t ion .he .:ac t t11at 

a. ?S.l' t o.· •;1e :h·i tish bomber squa.d!•ons , vi~ th" .. e_l i n ·•ons, 

could har;. l r be oo:.,,ined for a fe~< !..QYtl ns the e..l.;oplcJl es 

appea1•ed as ex-,osed objectiv es . I t S.!lpe:u-ed of uost impor­

tance to h i m that on th~ other hnn<1 t ile l:euse orid.;es or 

the r~.ill:,ty June tiono be bombed at sou:e Iii s .ance from the 

actual line of opera tiona as they 1·re.·e of ai,.;aU.ca.nce on 

'the GerutM Si de for relnforoetJ~l ,tS aurin.; .:1e battle . 
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Arter an exchange of thougbte between hi111 and General 

Weygand, in whi ch lolr. bU W1neton Cburohlll eleo t ook part, 

the conclusion wae arrived at that the wishes of the Generali ssiao 

be answered and that the Br1 t1eh air for ce ot the 110a therland 

be sent entirely into the battle. The bo mbers which could 

not always lll&lte out olear objectivesin the Ka1tla line of saa 

battle a s wae the case in the previous days were to attempt to 

di sturb the linea ot communi cation between the front and the 

KEUSE. While the pureu1 t planes (coming fro111 England as the7 

did) could hardl7 keep themselvee in t he line ot battle tor 

aore than 20 m1nuee, and were t o take oft in consedutive wave s. 

Second, General Weygand then referred emphatically t o t he 

danger for na tional d eteneenow re sulting troa t he stweam of 

ret'Uge88 troa the lfetherlande, Belc1ua and northern rrance; 

the masses ot p eople 110rtng f orward on the streets h indered 

the treedoa o t move111ent o f the troope, penal tted Geraan elements 

t o IIIJ.ngle among them and thereby exerohed an untaYorable 

etfeot on the epir1t of the troope . It was unconditionally 

necessary that halt be called to thie flight, that nobo4T 

should pass over i nto rrenoh territor7 an7 longer, eo that the 

co l uEs ot refugee• now in tl1gbt be kept at a die tanc e troa 

the great high road• during certain periods ot the dll.Y. The7 

should encamp in the fields and ebould onl7 continue tur ther 

under certain l1a1tat1one. Ganera l Weygand expreeeed ~attt 
hlasel t 
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Tery firmly on this point •o the King of Belgium and hoped that 
the .U.l1ed GoTernmente ..-ould taka the ea11e poei tion . »r. 
Winston Ohuroh1ll and w. Paul Reynaud expressed their full 
4pproTal of the point ot Tiew reported by the General. The 
Generalissimo then br1efl1 announced that he had been able t o 
eonTBrae during t he evening and night ~ith 3 General Staff 
ottioere ot the Giraud Arf111 who had been able to gin h1m 
extraordi narily Taluable details of the methods applied by the 
German ArDI7 in battle and that at h ie request they had produced 
a ehort note wh1oh would be read. 

From t his ¥r Winston Ohuroblll concluded that With the 
application of a~propr1ate methode and with the necessary cold­
bloodedness the attaoke of the Gertaan armored forces oould be 
warded ott eTen when the)' were supported b1 bombers, and that 
it was above all a Etter of reqining t o t he last 1n the 
positions the foroee oooupied. 

General Wersand addtd thAt the)' also bad to be aot1Te and 
that were the1 attacked the)' had to apeet the enear. 

The eeeeion wae oonoluded at 1 :15 p.a. 

General wersand called on the Prime W1nieter at 5 p.m. 
and ehowed hl• b¥ meane of a aap he had bftught with h1a the 
approx1E te o1rou•tanoee under wh1oh the arranged offenarte 
would develop. 
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At th1e opportunity M. Paul Reynaud informed b1a of the 

rumore which circulated in pcl1tical circles •bout it and 

aeked b1a t o g1Te renewed 1netruc t l one eo that secrecy concern­

ing t he operations be aa1nta1ned. 

The COUIII.Ilder-1n-Ob1et etated that the f acta of wbioh he 

bad informed Mr. Winston Oburobill and M. Paul Reyn&ud in 

the course of the .orn1ng were supplemented by a Yery faTorable 

deTelopaumt. In support ot the arranged oper&tiona in the 

north to111orrow, the arii,Y of General Prere would give larger 

and more important unita than would be expected a few hours 

earlier. 

Very cont1dant1al I Oonclueione of the conference of the 

22nd of Maroh (Tranelator1 e note: llay 1e obTioue1y aeant) 

l94o bald at General Weygand1 e headquarter• between Premier 

Paul Reynaud, General Weygand, the Britieh Pri-a Mini ster 

Winston Ohurobill, General Gill (Tranelator1 e note: Pre­

Tiouely referred t o ae Dill) and Air llarehall Pierce (Trane­

lator' e note : Prev1ouely referred to ae Pire). 

The following wae agreed upon: 

( 1) The Bel g1111 Arlit 1e to withdraw to the Year line 

and to bold thie line . The look• a.re to be opened. 
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Document Mol 14 (Cont.) 

(2) The Br1tieh and French Armies t o a ttack t o the aouth­

we et in the direction or Bapauae and Oambra1 a• earl 1 as 

pouible -- det1nitel1 to•orrow with aPProxiutelJ 8 d1v1siona. 

( 3) nth reepeot to the ~tal sl. gn1t1oanoe or this battle 

tor both armies and the tact that the British l inea or oo~­

nieation depend on the treeing ot ~ene, the British a1r 

toroe, wae to give ever1 possible help dl\1 and ni.ght t or the 

duration ot the battle. 

(4) The new French army group, wh1oh advances to warla 

Amiena and which t orme a front along the Somma, to advance 

t o the north eo aa to e s tablish ooamun1catione with the 

British divisions attaok1ng to t he south in the direction or 

Bapauae. 
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.\ 1 'huroh1ll to Premier ~oynaua :or 

General :ley~and on t.lte 24t~ o!" :.ay 19~ 0 . 

Str onge1 OOL1 ;la1nt~< on inadequate leu.-ershlp anu com:auJ"ll-

cati on . The J.Ii nistry of Defense a:1a. uf >lar- - -urclau or t:1e 

l·linister. 

French Re':lubl1 c . v.,ry secret ! Pc.ris 24t:1 of Lay 191~o . 

Copy of a telegra:n from Churchill to Reynauu. fot• Gene t•al 

•• eygand. ( Deci phet•ed on t'lt< 2~~ o:' .:a,;, 19'•0, 5 :00 A . ... ) 

armi es of the three nati ons on the J~orthern front ~:a.s essen-

t1al . He coulU. not as<t this coordi nation as ;1e 11as already 

t 1,;:1tin!:) in the nortJ and south and his oor.wlunica'.;ion roads 

were tl1reate.1ed. At the s~Jae time, I ·,ear froo Sir Rot;er 

Keyes thm; the Belgi an hE>adquarters P.nd tl1" Kin. had. no\. yet 

.. . _, ' . . ._ _. ' ( 

directions . Ho~< do you e:A'J)le.in that Blanchard ami Gort >!ere 

tobether? I do not at all tllldcreetiuate the diff1cu1L1es in 

the 11ay of the oaintenanc e of connec t ions out I do not feel 

t hat the o_perati onA in tile northern area against which the 

enemy i s concent1•at1n,; a1•e beint. ef1' 1o1en~ly harLlOnized . I 

rely on yout· ab111\<y to pro6.uc e reli et' fo1· theJl . Gort says 

furtller that any advance on ~tl s _part onn only take t:.e form of 

an a.tteupt to break throut;h and that he must receive reli ef 

f rom the south, as h e does no t have the muni t i ons reou1re6. fo r 

a s erious attack. ilevertheless, we tole hiw to sti ck to the 
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car"'.t1:-,.., " 1--o~ o! your >1M . ,;t ave no .. yet. t·eofl'i\ n .,oul'" 
0'-'11 nlan o.' ficti on cn, n:.-e no· o.oc vcir.ted Li.:h .. ;," t.t'~e.il! r 
you1• OO( r&-.iona i n tile r.or t.. . ?l~to.an acne ... ,eu as soon na 
·osali.lE t..u'Ou ;. t~.e F1·enc ~bas fly . 

Uest uishes . 
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Document :!o . 16 

~elegrllll 1'1•o:.1 Paul Reynau<:. to ~iinston Churchill 2~ , l.l. , l 0 

Stron1 aomple.intr on the e•mcuation 01 Ar1•aa and Le Havre 

by British troupe . Request thot Ceneral .. eygand 1 c ol·derR be 

obeyed. 

'i'l'tll1Blation - - Carbon Copy - - Very Secret -- 21~ ; •• ftY 19'.0 . 

~elecre.111 frola Paul Reyneud to .anston Ohm·ch1ll. 

l . General lieyr;and BX9-ained to you tl.~ day l)efol·e yeatel'-

day in my presence at Vincennes a plan to which you and the 

o1'1'1cel's a cco .. lpanyin.; you Sj£reed cOJJplet ely and fully . 

2. You sumuru·iz.ed this plan 1n \\'1'1t1n~ . Genere.l ll8 y.,and 

t hereupon 1nfonned you that he agreed to this sumJJlary. 

) . General 1./eyo;and knotls of the d1f1'1cult1 es of the e1 tua-

t lon, bu t he 1& of t he opinion •hat there i s no other solution 

but the cnrryinS throu.;h of t hiS ylan, even nt the r isk til.at 

1t must b e adapted t o tl!e d i ff1cult 1es of t he moment 1·1h1le 

for example the mtu•ch to the south east oan b e b1·oken off and 

th& >'1.-;:ht ITin.; at the lo1:er end of Amiens and boun ... fo1· the 

Solilllle . He therefore reu&ated the co;.uJancl for the execution of 

this plan this cor nin.;. T'Ac sut·rounded arm1es must thus uncler­

teJ~e the desperate enterprise of uniting with the French troupo 

marchin-' from t he eouo;h to the nol'th 1·1h1le they u:reak through 

f rom the Somme and part i cul arly fl'Olil Alpieno . 
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4 . It i o ur~entl:; neoees •. t'Y to m•ovi aion ..ort 1 o arc:,y troll 

Dunkirk ~onioh i o oovere~.. by the t~>o Fa al.ue div1c1ons . 

5. It i n very deeL·aolr :ha. you <llupatc.: ;roop6 .o the 

.1nrbors, nn you did tot• Calais ypsterdny . 

u . General. .. ey •. a.1d hl\B eota. 1Ghed to ;~is surpt·ise t:tat ln 

oon tro.d1c t 1on t o his plnn the to1m of Arras 11ao evacu. tul by 

Ln0 lleh t1-oops yeeter<:ay . 

7. Gflncrt<l •.I&Yt!'Rnd 1 a ooou mnioll tiona •ni th •he Belt-,inn o.t•my 

ar• aes~ed. He learne~ ;esterday evenin thn. t~e Jel~ians 

t•epulsed owall r a1ue an t'.at t:1o1r ruotale is excellent . 

c . ~he iuoossiu111t~ vf establlehlnc.. cliruct conneotiun wioh 

Blanchar .. the CoL1tlander-in- Ch1e1' f t:1e •• >.ree arilies, 1. e . , ~L.e 

Uel~ian nr~y, UQrt 1 s ar:v and Blanchnrd 1 e aroy, does not peruit 

Gen oral. :.e:rbP.r.C. to 1 ve you an ans" er on ~he a oee .• ce ot co!il­

u u.nicatlon betvcon Blanchard and Gort . But since he is in 

d irect ooumu.nication ~1!t:l tl".e Jel._ian 0.1';.1)' he is convinced thllt 

Blnnohard, nnd through him, Gort , ho.d t•ecei ved <tis l n otruotlona . 

Proo::." o::." t.'le coope.•ation o>et~.·een .dlanc:'lard anc. c.ort appears 

fr•ow tho fact ti\nt on the pl'&viuua ni _,.'l t a French d1vi&ion had 

rel ieved an En._l i sh d.lviaion. 

9 General '.le;n ,and Juat now learned Ol' the deonrture or 

lart;e un1 to or 'C.le Bri t18h a.=y froo Le ~avre , wh1ch hna p ro­

duced brent moral. confuolon be.1ind the tront. Like ayselt ho 

la vu·y muoh sut"Pl'lsed ne be Hne not previ ously lnfor •. ted or 

thl 11 ontter. 
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10. You 11111 oe of t h e op1n1on, as I W!l , '&hll'& i n t hese fate­

ful bourG the un i f i ed coElJJI!mc. must nou oore than ever b e 

succese:t"l.:ll y assertee. an<" '&hat General i:eyt;ancl ' a comoands oust 

b e carried out. 

11. General ',ieygand i s convi nc ed that h i e ulan can only o e 

cro)med 1·1i th succ ess i f the Belo;ie.n llrl!ty :>nC:. the B!.ancharC:. 

and Go r t armies ar e filled 111 th that fanat i cal >1111 to under ­

t a.:te an attack uhich alone can save them . 
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DocUJ!Ient l<o . 17 . 

Tel ee;ram frou J enel•al 1/eyr;nnd t o the French ::111 t a ry 

Attache in London. Hay 2S, 1 940. 

l! eoe s s i ;;y for acti on by the Br1 t1 6h air r orce at Dunltir:t. 

P . O. 26 ,.ray 19t: o ilo . 5o5 CAB I D. ll. 

Commander i n C!\i ef General :;eyc;and t o General Lcl ong , 

Fr ench :a11·.a r y A;;ta che, i n London. 

Tl1e Admi r al in CoLltlanc'. at Dunk1rlt asserts the neceesi ty 

of an ener~etic defense b 3 ai r and naval fo1·oee to assure 

r eenforcement and partial evac uati on of t he t r oops fi ghting 

in the defense of Dunki rk bl•i dg ehead. I d o not dolll)t that 

th i s n ecessi ty i s unde r s t ood b t he Bri t i s h a uthorities. 

HoHever, I a s.t yo u to memorialize t heJA a Gain so that every­

t hi ne; is und el'taken t o rea.l.i z.e the se i deas . 

Genera.! \leygand . 

(Deciphered a nd d i spatch e d 26 J.fay l 9lfO at 6 :10 P . J.: . ) 
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:)oo=e:. t .o . lo 

Zelegr ~ rrou -renerG.J.. .. ,y.,nn~ t~ t . . e -.·1t1rh 

lt1 •• Co.,. nmi. oi' :.ay )0, 1;11,0. 

Ul'l!;ent rec;ueot ,;o l'o- oto..1on ,r.e .. r.l. tish e1r l'o>·ce, 

W•tloh 'las ret u1·ned to ..:1\,lr•nu, in ],'l'Mce JO tha·. 1 t otcn 

po.rt1o1 l&i.& in •.• 11£1. cievulooi•lf, o~t tLt. .!uc ~:;1ol" •-e1t,h t 

of t,,., b .... tll' ot''lert 1oe .:lln on Fro.noe • 

.leo ret - _}., t~ :.ay 19~ 0 ,;w.,ber 127 ~13 - - F . ':' . ArcolA, 

:S.·uu.1re : 

Plense 1rxoru the r1o1eh .'il ;.n ~O....:JUI<.. 1-'"-'caictaly oi 

t.ll' follO>•i llb : 

'1ho '•rad of the B 1 t l sh n1ll tnry n1ss1on 1ni'o!•.J~cd 

·Jene,•t<l .... eo r~:>e s on •·'Y ohe ::?~th tnt the Srit1ah .rOVerruJH·nt 

1n1. oudc,. to cont:1 nut . he st:rut;t:;le in FrHnce side IJJ oJ. do 

''1 th the French Aruy . ~'hp nr-.IOrl'o. divisi on ant ,1 •1v1ei ono 

rc~<.ln l.r. ='• n.-.c e Ulh ... e t· tl1e oo · nr.d o:· -;:.c !:'re .. ch 1i1bll 

,;o ..... U;,.., an~. v.111 ;,~, etr enutlle.tecl aa soon as 'J0881o~<. . ':.:e 

3r1 t1"~ .... ~r ~orce rt--a1nr in 3'.--ance . ~O- .a.n6Ex - 1n ..:dJ.er 

.:eybru:to. t..:....ts t:'Ul llr·i\.1 :.~ H1. h Co nn~ for t::1 ~ <.cmono t!•a ­

t1on of aolidru·t-cy ; :10IIcver lle JJelleves ;;e oust c..1 t•J c t: the 

• elie f or u-ener c 1 ;;t nrr ' u a ••e •1 .ns to t~e v oc1 t1 on of the 

Br1 tur. ai r uui ts r'Otua1n1n£; ln Frsnce. "t :r,>reeent only 

t'lr• e ursu1 t sc<uadl'OII8 •'814~ n on Fr Pnt>h soi l , J\11 tlte 

Oi;het•• 'lave t•e t ur nod to Cn..;ll\r.c!' . After ,;<te en<l o:- tl .. 

.3attle of :;"lar.c.erz , t.1e laat- 111ent1vned sc,un.drons a. e no t 
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in a posi .1 on to .e....e part in "the ne:r ba:~;tle be,,inning 

possi bly on the S 0 1.1 e fr·on1: , in Jhaupa.;ne , 01• on the :.euse . 

>.he Whol e tleib)lt o,_' •fit' :; t ole thUII 1:.J.ls on the ::'reHoh ~>rmy , 

•:i11oh 111ust suffer enormous_y, 

The French Co •. 1Llander- i n- Ci1iaf Ul\,er."tly acLa t:1e :lr1 ti ah 

!!1! b Co"' Jand to unci.ers .and t(,e s11:uat1on 1 s .;1'av1 ty A!l"- to 

t.dopt all neasures in order tJat a consid er able secti on of 

the 'Sri tish sir force , particula-·ly pm•suit planeo, can b e 

ststi one._ i n F"·ance in preparation .'or 'tlle i mW.nent oa;;tle . 

· .. eyt;;tmd. 
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Docwaer.t .. o . 19 

:'elc£;.'Ul rroo •enet•W. \/u,y,;o.nt. to t:1e ;:.r1 t1eh hi~h 

0om an~ o. Jun 2n~ l 94o . 

::os; Ul' ,Pn'o. rv u·s. to oet • ":lr-1t1Ch fleet c.nd 

alr force in OOf' t•ntion a-: Dur: .ir. o th~ ••. e !"r nch rraP-

ua rd. Vill ,\O'; be oacr1t'1ced . .:WJbl'l' F2u/3 :' . ~ . :?r,d Jun, 191.0 

. .rcolc , .3rumv.1re 

Pl flase ,,ivo .ll<. B1'1 t1sh Hl1·'h Cou.,lrnt. t~e :ollollin{; 

1 n: or.:~at1on 1 •e•Ha tely : 

nd-ircl :.or • dle.;:·a;>:-.e<.< .oc; ;.wt bec1dee the 2..., 000 

:·r£nc:W,n <.ere .... in~ t •. e ;)un.tl.•- ri"i;e:::ca<. ar.o".:llc r rou..,~y 

22, 0· o ac.d1t1o::nl ,,renchncn l't •.tn . r.ll r;;l1 n:u;en a:·• to be 

uoved t:1io &Vijn1n As 1 t 1e to l>e ho:Jeu ;;;1£1. l> -:h., e e 22, 0~0 

:'rencluatn uan \.Ia t.·wlspot•ted on 1.ne rolloli111Q e 1en1n , ·"here 

\.111 ot1lll'f~oJ•.1n 2;1 , 0• defende rs e;rly on 1<i.le next t. y . On 

t:~eve 1-oun • ..u-.1 ~a1 :.ot• t ·~;l"1nr ,; ,:; t he vill re in in 

~unl:irk and "cley •t1e bloo:t1n or t .. c harbor ent ·nncp. ne 

sots t:11.. t all ... r1 t1 Oh nav 1 M<. nit• tr;-•s >orts be ulnced 

at u. u1opoe11 l tomorr011 :-:on l'~ e :en in!; i n orc.er '•o oove the 

<:,, 000 lilen who •y th 1r perGeveranoe Made poosioll' th .,.,f,,nr: . ., 

ation of t'll' ln t 3r1 tich oont1n_,en ••· Please otnnd uo .100t 

urgend;; 1n t1t Co •nder - 1n- Cn1c!' 1 8 name for t:.e ful~1llwent 

ot l,d..Lnl ::ord •a rcouest . 

In<Uoate t ha-: 10he sol1 ... nr1 ty 01 uotil lll"uiou ~e .1 .. nda t..c.t 

the F'r enc:1 t•ce.r.,uard ohould not -'C uno1·1 iced. 
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Doou~~ent Nuaber 20 

Manuscript ot Genera.l We7gand to Paul Reynaud or 

June 3, 194<>. 

Urgent reques t onoe again t o intluenoe Winston Cllurch111 

eo that the Sri Uah air f orce should oome to the Frenoh 

troops ' help. 

Appendix to thla manuscript. 

Report ot the Commander-i n-Chief ot the French air t oroe to 

General We7gand ot June 3 194<> on the necessity t or t he 

immediate dispatch or ten British pursuit squadrona. Fulfill­

ment ot this request is a matter ot l ite and death, 

The Commander-1n- Ch1et 1 1 oh1et headquarters. Number 5~2 -
CAB/D,N . 3rd June 194<> 

Carbon copy. Very seoret I 

Kr. Preaier, 

Today I allow arselt to transmit to JOU another letter 
be 

wh1oh General Vru1llaa1n baa written ae and wh1cb/daeor1bed as 

extreaely urgent. The letter supports the preaeing appeal 

which JOU haTe to rwarded t o Kr . Wine ton Cburohill. HU 

inclusion il 1n no wise exaggerated; it our troopa are not 

to enter the battle toaorrow With unequal weapons, they need 

the support ot a strong pureu1 t plane toroe. •oboc17 who 

bas taken J)ll.rt 1n tile last battle will den7 th11. Our own 

air t oroe il in no poa1Uon to g1Te our troops this ind1apenuble 

aid, 
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Document No. 29 (Cont. ) 

I need not underline the a«iouaneaa of the above-teeorlbed 

general e1tua t!on ; unless we illlllledla tely rece1 ve the entire 

required support froa the British authorities, i t appears 

probable that the French forces will be defeated and the war 

wl ll be lost for Great Britaln and France. As the eneay can 

choose the t lme for bla offensive, the required support can 

only be described as immediate when the British pureuit planes 

are s tationed in France ln advance. I have therefore the honor 

to aelt that you pet! t1on the British authoriti es ux•UxS!Id 

~· so that suppo r t oan ensue aooordlng to the f ollowi ng: 

First. Iauaed1ate d1apatoh1ng of 10 British pursuit 

squadrons, which will be stationed in the Eureux DrouX vioinlty 

and which oan be mobilized for the land foroea ' support west 

of the French deploy•en t be tween the line PONTOIME-PEHONNE 

and the aea. This would put ae in a position to ltee~ stronger 

f orces ready for the rest or the front and conaequentlJ to ~1 

regard to the unite to be ordered to the eouthMeaat. 

Second. Preparations for the much- hastened diapatob 

to France or 10 add1 tional puraui t aquadrona, whloh would be 

stationed froa the firat day of battle onwards in Brit1ah­

oooup1ed areas. 

Third. 81noe theae ~Cuadrona would be atatloned at 

bases already occupied by the British and French, their reM 

lnfo~oements would not oall for an1 moveaent. 
the eneay should ll&lte the strategi c blurder of 

If, 1n f act, 

a ttaching France 
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DOOUJient No. 20 (Cont. ) 

t he c ritical character ot t h e situati on I have de scribed to 

you. 

I am honored to present my reflections on this eub jeot 

at t ollowa: It, ae it ie t o be expected, the enem1 oarr1•• 

through w1th1n a short t i ae a treeh massed oonoentration ot 

the anaored oar and a1 r arms again at the new detensi"fe trent 

now being constructed, it must abeolut el)' be expected that it 

will again crush through our poei t1on and accomplish a quiolt 

and deep penetra t ion, wh1oh we can no longer continue it we are 

not in a position t o eliMinate the ens~ bombing planes at 

the beginning ot the attaolt b7 a aassed torce ot allied pursuit 

plane squadrons. 

Suoh a sassed torce would a aeume the eupport ot at least 

halt the air t oroe atationed at t h e Engliah airports. Thie 

is al l the more ne ceeear)' ae Geraan action in the eoutb- eaet 

and Ital7 1 1 pos eible entr7 into the war have alread)' oo.pelled 

ae in Tiew ot the extraordinary weak material in the eouth-eaet 

and 1n North At r1ca to detach parte ot the air t oroe to the 

eouth- eaet. These detaobaent1, whtoh are ludiorouel)' lm&llin 

relation to t h e possible danger, will have to be strengthened 

attar Ital)' ' a entr y into the war, unleea the whole ot our 

south-oaat ie to be deli"fered up without detenae again1t 

an Italian operation.Juoh an operation 11.\gbt llltewiee include 

1iaultaneoua aaaaulte b7 ar110rld oara and b7 air and 1111gbt well 

have the e.-e auooese a e t he Oeraan ot tenaiTe in the north-east. 
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Document No. 20 (Cont.) 

In consideration of the gravity of t h e e1 tua tion, I ask 

you to influence the British Prime Winister. General Vuillemin' s 

letter has already been brougbt to the attention of the 

Commander-in-Chief of the Bri t1eh 2.:& air force in France and 

of the Chief of the French air mission t o tbe British Ai r 

Winis try. 

I am, Wr. Premier, etc. 

signed 

Weygand 

Commandez-in- Chief of the Air General Staff, D. Bureau 

NN. 398t- 3/0.S. 3rd June 194o 

».oet urgent I Very secret I 

General Vuillemin as oommander-1n- chie r of the air terce to 

the Commander-in-Chief and head or the national defence General 

Start, Commander-in- Chief or all the theaters of War. (Cabinet­

General Staff - 3rd Bureau) 

I begged you in Wanuscript Number 3906- 3/0 E.L. G. of t he 

Jlet Way 194o most urgent to petition the highest British 

authorities to obtain from them a maased concentration of 

purauit planes in France. The unfolding or eYente, which now 

1110ns in the direction ot an auault bJ strong German bomber 

groupe i n the soutb-eaet and of the posaibilitJ or ItalJ ' e 

immediate and i mminent entry 1nto the war, further atrengthene 
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Document No. 20 {Cont.) 

and England without previously renewed o!!enaive oper a tions, 

these squadrons could return t o t he ir English baees on t he 

very aame dii,J'. I n addition they would i n thle wtJ probably 

avoid the planned boab1ng ot pureu1t plane air baeea 1n 

England with which the eneay wi ll s tart hie operations against 

England. I algbt aga 1n state that it ia a matter ot l ite and 

death t or Fr ance ae well o! England tha t these r eques t s be 

me t 11:1llaed13.tely 

The Ooamander-io-Ch1e! ot the Air Force 

VUillelllin 



TH E SECAlTAAY O F" THI! T F4£ASURY 

WA • ._.I NClTOH 

JulJ 25, 1940 

lffi:Of,AHDlJ1.! FOR Tilt: PRESIDEl•T : 

The prtsent dr~ft of the Excess Profits Bill pro­
vides the followinb rates : 

25% on that amount of not income which rep­
resents 15~ of invested capital . 

4Q% on that awount of net inco~e which rep­
resents betr~een 15,% end 30% of invested 
capital. 

~ on that acount which represents ~ore then 
3Q% of tho investec capital. 

Under cur•renl business conditions these rates will 
yield a probable minimum of $500,000,000 per year . 



lnco:n'l bracket in per- : Ra tc~ !or: 
cent or invested 
capital :$S00,000,000:7SO,OOO,OOo:l,OOO,OOO,OOO:l,S00, 000,000:2,00010001000 

15/l o! inv.,sted 
co.pita1 25~ )Sf I.S% ?0% 1001. 

'lot..-een 15 An<l JO;l: 
ot invest.eJ C&f1 tal 1.0 50 60 ss 100 

Over Jo.l or inv!c ted 
capital so so 60 85 100 



TH£ SECRETA RY OF THE T REAS U RY 

WASHINOTON 

July 26, 19'.0. --
At 3 : 50p. m. , July 25th , otter our conference with you, 

!·lr . Sulliv::w called on ~!r . Knudoon nnd ns!tod hl:'o for a joint 
meetin:: with !·lr. Stettinlus lllld Hr . Henderson . l·lr. Knudsen 
c:nde an "P!lolntcent nt 4 :15, at which time !-:r . SullivM cet 
111 th the:n, 

!!IT . Sull1vllll delivered the mesaSt.;e '"hich you hnd noked 
him to ;:1ve, nnd Mr . Knudsen liM some11hAt tn'ten abnc:~. 

lie stated that he hnd understood n t a conference with you 
that there 11ae to be no eepsrotion, nnd he did not think any­
one in his organization ~s talk!~ for separation. 

Mr . Henderson aRid he had juat completed n resolution which 
ho nnd llr, Stettinius wore to present this snoe afternoon to 
Congresomon Do~ton nnd Cooper, Thio reaolution called for the 
separation of e:nortiz1.1tion und excess profits true \lith the view 
of r~shin- throuch ~ortizntion. I n view of the meoaace from 
you, !!r. Henderson snid thnt all efforts to se!)~r,te the two 
proviaiono would cease. He also st•ted th.'lt he •·ould t;ive theae 
instructions to l·leasrs . Bie.;era , .Ad.Mis o.nd Enton, nnd to all 
others who had boen wo:rkinu on thio matter , 

uJ. 

S TRICfTY CO NfHl£N T lA L 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

Waeh•ngton, 

July 29, 1940· 

The President 

'!be White Hou.ae. 

Attention : General ':latscn 

Dear llr. President 1 

By direc ticn ot the Secretary, I am encloeing a st4tecent showinc "Exports o! Fotroleum Products, Scrap Iron md Scrap Staol trc: the Oni!Ad States to Japan, Rw>si4, Spain, and GNat Britain, as shown by Departure Penr.its Granted Dllring tho Weelt Ending July V, lW,O. " 

P.es!)<lct!'Ul.JJ, 

~~~~ 
/ !!erbert t . Gaston 

A.ssiatant Secretary o! the 'b~uu.ry . 

Enolc-a u.re. 



EX:?O~TS OF FSTP.OLEUJ.! FRODUC':'S , XnAP IRO!! A:!D SCR.Af STEEL 
Ff;Ol: THE tr. liTED STATES TO JAP~!, RUSSIA, SPAHl, AJm GP.Ei.T S~ITAI!\ , 

.AS sso:nr BY DEFA.~TIJ?.E PEPl:I TS ORAI!TED DURIIIG THE '7EEK E::or::!) JULY 27 , 194o , 

PETROLE~ PRODUCTS 

Fuel and Gas 011 
Crude 

Gasoline 

Lubri ctt t 1 nr. en 
I oo- Octnne Fluid 

SCP..AP I ilON AND 
SCfi.AP ST£EL 

RUSSIA SP.UN 

42S,34a Bbls , ---
142, 323 Bble. 

47 ,857 Bble, 

55, 915 Bbla , 100 !!bls . 

52,669 Tone 6,000 Tons 

Offi ce of t he Secretary or the Tr~asury, ~1v1a1on of Reee~rch an~ ~tatist1cs , 
Source : Off i ce of l~erchant Sh1p Control , Treasurj' Department . 

GREAT BRIT.UN 

103, 500 Bbls , 

130,000 £blA, 

1?2,568 Bbls . 

60 , 601 Tons 

J uly 29 , 19llo , 
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'J TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

September 6, 194o 

l!D!ORANDUll FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

summary or Oil Situation in Japan, Germany and 
German- Controlled Territor y 

The eoti•ates given below include confidential ones ob­
tained rrom British Government oil experts and !rom American oil experts (Standard Oil and Tidewater Associated), The 
Treasury estiaatee are the result or independent calculations baaed on nu~~erou e aouroee or information availabl e t o the 
Treasury. 

Situation in Japan 

Conolua1on: The Treasury estiaatea that Japan has aut­
!ioient oil, without importe, f or eight to ten months (at the present rate of ooneagption}. This conclusion seems to be 
in eubstantial agreement wi th the opinion of U. a. and British oil experta. The Britiah, however, !eel that the atocke ot 
lighter produote are su!!ioient tor only eix monthe, while 
the stores o! tuel oils are adequate tor a much l onger period. 

Treasury e stimate 

30 million barrel• 

1. Preaent Stooke 

!:!:.!:. ~ expert. 

20- 25 111111on 
barrels (not in­
cluding Japanese 
Navy stocks on 
which thsr had no 
estill& tea} 

British Gov1 t. experts 

32 aillion barrels 
(1nolud1ng Navy stocks 
of 10 million barrels} 
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2. Japanese Production 
(Annual, including imports from Sakhalin) 

Tr easury estimate U.s. oil uperts British Gov ' t . experts 

All three estimates place Japanese production at about 
4 million barrele 

3· Japanese Refining Capaci ty 

Treasury estimate 

(No independent 
i nformation) 

u.s. oil experts 

24 mi llion barrels 

British Gov• t. experts 

23.5 million barrels 

4. Japanese Current Coneumption (Annual) 

Treasury estimate 

35 million barrels 

Situation i n Germany 

~ oil experts 

35-4o million 
barrels 

Britisb Gov• t. exoerts 

34 mill ion barrele 

British detailed estimates on German stocks are not yet 
all available to us but their conclusion on the German oil 
situation is that by April, 1941, the German oil situation will 
be critical. She will by then have used up available reserves 
and he r current supplies will be substanti ally less t han her 
needs. This conclusion assumes no serious impairment of her 
production facilities or source o:r supply but anticipates a 
substantial rise both in German produot1on and imports from 
Rumania. AnY destruction o! stocks or plant facilitie s by 
the British Air Force will move the date forward . Treasury 
estimates place the critical date two months later, i.e., June, 
1941. These estimates may err as much as two months either 
way, owing to the uncertainty o! the r ate ot consumption. 
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1. Present Stoolts 

Treasury esti~te u. s. oil experta British Gov1 t. sxperte 

25 million barrels 30 milli on barrels Not yet received 
(as or June 1, 194o) 

2. Stocke acqui red by Germany in Invaded Areas 
other Than France 

Briti sh esti mate 

3 to 4 alllion berrels 

Standar d 0 11 estimate 

11 million barrels 

3· Stocks acquired in France 

Bot h Br1t i eh and Standard Oi l otticials believe French 

s t ocks were largel7 destroyed. Bri t i eh estia&ate Germane ob­

tained lees than 2 million barrele l n France. 

Treasury estimate 

10 million barrels 

4. St ooke in Italz 

~ oil experts 

No est1~te 
supplied 

Br1t1ah Gov 1 t. experts 

18 million bar rels 

6. 

(Ae or June) 

5· Total s t oclts now available t o Germany and Italy 

Average of available eet1a&ates -- 45 million barrels 

SUE~l1ea e stia&ated b~Treaeurz as r orthooming duri ng the 

nex I! monthe - IRl lllon bs.rrele 

f~l From Rullallia 14 million barrels 
• U.S.S.R. 1 • • 

~~l • Petroleum Production 9 I • 
• Synthetic Produc tion 19 • • 

Total 43 • • 
Stooke now ava ilable 45 • • 

Total available by APril 88 • • 



- ~ -
7. and invaded area• 

This is a very rough estl~ te, based on an increase in Ge~ con~umptlon (over normal peacetime needs), no increase in Italian requirements (because of curtailed civilian use), and a decreaee i n conquered terrltorlos• oonsumptlon to one­thi rd of norllll\1. (The Treasury and the Bri t1&h agree that conquered territorlea will be reatrloted to about one- th ird thei r normal oll consumption. ) 
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THt SECRETARY or TH£ TR EASURY 

WAIH IN OTON 

Se ~~.ber 10, 1940 

• y denr . .r . ? •eslden~ : 

' 

Tile avlntlon mnnufncturl~r' ln 1U<Jtry hl\c 
furnin tnd uo eaoll :nonth , on 11 strictly oont1-
dent1al ba81 D , t;1e nur.1b~r of ft; plo;,rees ln eroh 
incl.1v1dutl1 ~octo:-y . ::;r "·r~~·~nt ···1th them 1& 
~hA: I w~l1 not aho~ t~PRe f!rurea to nnybody 
exoeot .. he Fre.;;lden~ o! "l".~ i.·:-~1ted 3":-,tes . 

Howet,fl~r, : .. !- lncrer. flC 1n ·h~ r. J~bf:-r ot 
e::rolo:;eea le so 1:liT>reaa1"e thl\t I ;hou ·~.t ;,rou 
rat-ht """t to toe 1t an 1 r:ot:-Jtn. ln PY a;-reP"len: 
with thf' 1n~u~t:-y ~uld r.P.e> you Cro v.lvt~ out 
th• totnl fi urea involved. 

I •·ro•tld l11:e to •1raw your !lrrticul•r nt­
vn ".ion ;o t .lP fnct thr t tn Deco·1bPr , 13:!iS, thn 
n ·rc r.t~ nurab~r of en!lloyee~ •·ns 31 , 200; 1n 
Jecc":lllt-r, 193~ , 1t ms 65,400 , Ancl in Aw·>at , 
1940, 110,40 • 

":' .. lc ecc~l!: ~ ... -.e to ~ell t .. ~ 11tcry o~ 
t~e r.TQwth in thP av1et1on 1n~untr:; be:~er t~~n 
an•· rl<rur~s th.'lt have ;,ret oo::e to r:.y 1\ttention. 

Your• ~tnccrely, 

T .. e !'rea1den t, 

"!' •• e 7.~te House . 

-
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