


September 26, 1941,

MARK ETHRIDGE

I agres with you that it is not a good thing for
the R. A. ¥, Ferry Command to turn down applicatns because
they do not belong to the white race. Nevertheless, I
think it would bde not only discourtecus but um:h-
for us to imterfere with the war procedure of a erent
setion. Nome of us are in a position to determine the
problems of the British Empire, If the shoe were om the
other foot I think that you and I would be the first to
condemn an attempt by the British Empire to tell us how
to handle our war, they being at peace.

It always pays % put yourself into the other
fellow®s place.

¥. D. R,
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The President N

The White House 4,

Washington, D. C. J’F $ ¢

Dear Mr. President: %0 ’?

Mr. Charles M. Ashe has brought to the attention of the
. Committee on Fair Employment Practice his experience in applying
for employment with the Royal Air Force Ferry Command. Mr. Ashe,
who is colored, states that he is a commercial pilot and instruc-
tor with 2,400 hours flying experience. After being refused em-
ployment, he was furnished by Captain J. D. Mugford, R. A. F. Ferry
Command, British Air Commission, Washington, D. C. in a letter
addressed to him on September 15, 1941, with a copy of "Minimum
Requirements for Pilots or Co-pilots" issued by the R. A. F. Ferry
Command Headquarters in Montreal, Canada.

One of these requirements is as follows: "All applicants
must be of the white race."

Because of the intimate association in the minds of the
people of this country between the Lend-Lease program and the
activities of the British Air Commission, your Committee on Fair
Employment Practice believes it to be singularly inappropriate
that the British Air Commission should openly practice race dis-
crimination in its authorized activities in this country.

Although the Committee is not authorized to take any
direct action in this matter, it is aware of its important effect
in undermining the confidence of many loyal American citizens
and it therefore recommends that you propose to the British govern-
ment that it carry on those of its activities in this country which
are supported by United States funds in conformity with the policy
laid down by you in Executive Order 8802.

Respectfully yours,
Mo Ahid
Mark Ethridge
Chairman
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