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Respon 1ng ~"i)emands from All Parts 
of the United States, The Literary Digest 
Plans Another NATION-WIDE POLL 
on the Foremost Question of To-Day 

Fellow Citizen: 
ARE YOU NOW FOR OR AGAINST 

THE ROOSEVELT POLICIES? 
Two years and eight months ago Franklin D. 

Roosevelt was inaugurated as President of the Unit ed 
States. 

I n the first year of his administration many 
•New Deal• policies and organizations were formulated 
and put into operation. The NRA (Na tional Recovery 
Administration ) came into being with its numerous 
codes . Wide controversy arose because "it was claimed 
that many of these new pol~cies had not been defined 
during the preelection campaign and tha t other policies 
promised by the Democratic platform and candidate had 
been abandoned. On the other hand t hese claims were 
denied by spokesmen for the "New Deal . • The Literary 
Digest was urged to poll the Nation to ascertain whether 
the people a t large approved or disapproved the •New 
Deal • policies as far as they had been tried. 

To ascertain whether t his demand was suffi­
ciently ~iversal The Literary Digest, in March-April, 
1934, took a preliminary poll of 65,000 voters . The 
response was heavy and the interest great. The results 
of this test poll showed 69 . 03 per cent "for• and 30. 97 
per cent •against • the Roosevelt "New Deal " program. 

Convinced of the wide demand and i nteres t 
The Literary Digest went ahead in May-June , 1934, with 
a Nation- wide poll of approximately t en million voters . 
The result showed a change of percentages to 61. 15 per 
cent •for" and 38. 85 per cent •against " the Roosevelt 
•New Deal• policies. 

This marked difference in two months was 
noticed and widely commented on , coupled with demands 



that we recheck the original 65,000 voters and find out 
onco more what they thought of t he •New Deal, • and 
whether t hey had changed thei~ minds. 

Accordingly the same question was mailed 
again , in Augus t-September, 1934, in precisely the same 
way, to the same 65,000 voters who had been polled in 
March-April. This time, five to six months after the 
tirs t test, the result was 50.97 per cent •tor• 
(instead of 69 . 03}and 49.03 per cent •against• (instead 
ot 30. 97}. 

Naturally t hese results have increased 
r a t her tha n ended discussion, and now another year 
has passed , during which t he "New Deal• activities and 
agencies have multiplied, and the United States 
Supremo Court, by a unanimous decision, bas declared 
the NRA unconstitutional. 

This decision, of course, did not invalidate 
all the numerous "New Deal" policies, bureaus, commis­
iii'Ons and other agencies, and controversy is more 
hea ted than over os to popular approval of the "New 
Deal, " and as to whether the result of the August 
election in Rhode I sland does or does not indicate 
correctly the sentiment of· voters in the West, South , 
North, and East of the Na t ion. 

It has been the pract ise of The Literary 
Diges t for many yoa r s to discover and report the true 
opinions of oitizens in all parts of the Na t ion. 
Therefore wo must respond to the demands for a new 
Nation-wide poll on the Roosevelt policies . 

Are you tor them or agains t them NOW, after 
two yoars and oight months ot trialf 

Please mark your answer with a cross (X} 
on the secret bal lot card enclosed herewith. and mai l 
the card back to The Literary Digest a t once. It 
requires no postage stamp. 

Your personal vote is of critical and imme­
diate importance , as a new presidential campaign draws 
near . All ci t izens of the United States who believe 
in Pro9ident Roosevelt ' s "New Deal" policies will 
mark a cross (X} under •YES • on tho enclosed card . All 
who disapprove them will make a cross (X} under •No. • 

DO NOT FAIL TO VOTE ONE WAY OR !HE OTHER! 
The results ot this Literary Digest Poll will 

be read end accepted as accurate by the leaders of the 
Nation, as all the other Literary Digest Nation-wide 
polls have been proved t o be accurate . No politica l 
purpose nor desire tor either approval or disapproval 
is suggested in these polls. They reflect the real 
sentiment ot the voters because they are always 
s trictly impartial. 

You will not wish to miss a single issue ot 
The Digest containing the articles which tabulate and 
analyze the returns of t his vitally important Poll, as 
well as the great wealth of other articles by which The 
Digest is bringing its readers into contact with all 
the significant events , movements, and problems ot 
modern lite, both in our own Nation and in the greatly 
dis turbed nations or the old world; with opinions on 
both sides ot controversial subjects. In these 
critical days t he necessity for such service is so 
imperative that Alvin Macauley, President of the 
Packard Motor Company, expresses the opinion of 
business moo everywhere when he says, "The Literary 
Digest moans a great deal to me. I couldn 't get along 
wi thout it.• 

You will of course read with special interest 
not only the issues of The Litera ry Digest which con­
t ain reports of the Nation-wide Poll on the Roosevelt 
policies but also the many articles describing and 
interpreting the important developments of the coming 
year. Doubtless you have noticed the improved 
editorial program of The Literary Digest and will find 
all of t he forthcoming issues more and more inter­
es t ing end informative . 

Nark your Ballot and mail it now, and 
r emember: It will not cost you even a one-cent postage 
s tamp to vote. and ~ ~ !.ill ~ ~ you ~ 

Very truly yours , 

December , 1935 
354-360 Fourth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 
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TOa The President 
The Wh1 t e House 

FROih Edward c. Eiohel" 

Ootober 9, 19~ 

Here 1a the aumnary of a telephonic orou ... :u.mination 
to whioh I eubjeoted George Gallup hat enninga-

Hie Ootober let poll giving you 499 electoral votes 
he aaeuree me ie reckoned on the ooneerTative side. Subsequent 
spot by spot returns are confirming the trend. He assured me 
also that your . piok- up of six pointe (moving from 46 to 52) in 
our home State of Iowa ainoe September 20 1e no fluke. He 
double- oheoked and ia oonvinoed that there has been a definite 
reoeeaion from Willkie ainoe hie two tripe aoroae our State . 

On the question whether you should yield to the reported 
pressure , coming from both inside and outsi de our awn camp, 
for a series of two -fisted , name-calling speeches by you, he 
feels strongl y you would have nothing to gain and ever.ything 
to lose by euoh a oourae. Be feels that the technique eo far 
hae been perfect, but that reasonably soon a apeeoh amplifying 
the theme of national UDi ty -- that you touched upon in your 
Big Smoky Park speeoh -- would be helpfUl. The same apeeoh 
could re-emphasize your efforts for peaoe t o counteract any 
appeal by lfillld.e on that soore to the potential draftees and 
their mothers. 

E. O. E. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OI'I'ICE Of' GOVERNioiENT REPORTS 

WASHINGTON. o. C. 

February 15, 1941 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT: 

Attached a poll on the question of 

United States interest in the Far East, 

which you may find very interesting . 

Lowell Mellett 

... 
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These figures oom.e from a survey lll8.de by the Princeton Public Opinion Research Project at the end of December, 1940. The Project uses the same sampling procedures and the same interviewers as the Gallup Poll . 

Two of these questions are now being re­peated to note trends . 

Hadley Cantril , Director 

) 
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QUESTIONS ON THE FAR EAST 

Do you think Japan will try to seize possession of Singapore and the Dutoh 
East Indies? 

Yes Uo 23 . 8% Don't Know 36 . 2% 

Some people say that if Japan got the Dutch East Indies and Singapore, she 
oould out off supplies of tin and rubber from the United States . Do you 
agree or disagree with this? 

Agree Disagree 28 . 81', No Opinion 27 . o% 

Do you think the United States should try to keep Japan from seizing the 
Dutch East Indies and Singapore? 

Yes 56 . 6% No 23 . 0% No Opinion 18.2% 

If "Yes" or "No Opinion", ask : 

Do you think the United States should risk war with Japan, if necessary, in 
order to keep Japan from taking the Dutch East Indies and Singapore? 

Yes No 30 . 1% No Opinion 19 . 3% 

If "No" o.sk:: • 
Would you change your mind about this if you could be sure the United States 
could prevent Japan from seizing the Dutch East Indies and Singapore without 
a long and costly war? 

Yes 36. 4% No 55. 8% No Opinion 7.8% 
Do you think: the interests of the United States would be threatened if Japan 
took Singapore and the Dutch East Indies? 

Yes 59 . 8f. 

If "yes", ask: In what way? 

10.6% Yes, no comment 

No 20 , 3% 

18 . 6 Would hurt U. S, trade with the Far East 

No Opinion 

10, 3 Our oorrunercial interests in Far East would be threatened 
0.4 Affect National Defense plans 

14. 8 Would be out off from supplies 
11 . 8 Would encourage Japan to further expansion 
0 . 1 Would upset Status Quo 

13. 0 Endanger Phillipines and Hawaii 
3. 9 Japan would establ ish bases too close to U, S. 
1 . 9 J.light involve us in war 
0.3 Axis powers would have access to Japanese bases 
0 . 5 Undesirable psychological effect here and abroad 
0 . 5 Would raise prices on essential products (imports) 
5. 3 Would threaten military security of United States 
4 . 5 Because it would give Japan advantage over us 
1 . 9 Would be another victory for Germaey (Axis) 

19 .~ 
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0. 1 Would destroy social work done there by U. s. 
0. 3 Would be a threat to democracy 
0. 8 No and no opinion 

How far would you say it is, roughly, from the United States to the Dutch East Indies? 

Less than 5, 000 
5,000 - 8 , 000 
8 , 000 - 10, 000 
10, 000 - 14, 000 
Over 14, 000 
Don't know 

21 . 8% 
19 . 7 
5. 6 
4. 5 
1 . 0 

47 . 4 

Do you happen t o know where Singapore is? (K form only) 

Yes (no further specification) 
Correct or near correct 
Generally close 
Correct as to Hemisphere 
Other and incorrect 
Indefinite 
No 

1 . 3% 
17. 7 
14 . 4 
18. 3 
1.4 
1.8 

45 . 1 

Do you happen to know whether or not Singapore is in the same part of the world as China and India? (T form only) 

Yes , it is 67 . 8% No, it is not 3. 3% Don ' t Know 28 . 9% 

Some people say that if Japan got the Dutch East Indies and Singapore, she could gr oatly increase her own supply of oil. Do you agree or disagree with this? 

Disagree 8. 3% No Opinion 41 . 6% 
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..£-- I ~y~NCETON U N I VERSITY 

~ v PRINCIITON, NBW jERSEY 

0/ft« of Public Opinion ~ 
203 Eno Hall 

Dear llr•. Roeenberr; a 

Ellolosed 1e the tinal tabulation on en intereatinr; 
que•tion t b&t will probably be reported eoon. 
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A.l ot lat. llq, lMl 

'-'!< U Hoo•eY•lt and our 1•""'"' ailltUT expert• •q t,laat BritaiD will 
be defeated wal••• .. co 1Dto tbe war 1D tbe ll-.r l'l\VJN, 'II'OUld :JOU 
taTOr, Or Oppo .. , SQlDg 1Jlto the WV witbiJl a t- ...... 

ruor 61 OppoM tl Doll't mow 8 

So tar u ;you, per.oD&l.l7 are 0011oenaed, do :rou think Pr .. 1deat 
Roo•eYelt ha• COil• too tar 1n hi• pol1o1 .. ot belpiJls Brltda, 
or DOt tar tDOll&bt 

roo tar ~~ 

·­.. 

About rs.pt 

• 
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Latest Returns on Princeton Rallot 

Interviewing done between 
July 11 tn e.nd July 19th [t 't t.l a 

1 . The desiro to help Britain at the risk of war, rather than to stay 

out of war has maintained itself amon:; approximately 60~ of the 

population sinoe June 1st . 

1 i lhioh of these two things do you think is more important 

I for the United States to try to do 1 

58% To help B'ritain, even at the risk of getting into war 1 or 
3~fo To keep out of war ourselves, 

5" No ohoice . 

't'ihioh of these two things do you think is the more important 
61~' That Germany be defeated , even at the risk of our 

~;etting into the war , or 
34~ That this country keep out of war , 
5'~ No ohoioe . 

2 . There has been a drop of approximately 6~ since June 1st of those 

who think the United States will go into the war. At present, 

75% think the United States will sooner or later be involved directly 

in the war . 

3, The following question concerning wo.r aims has been repe!J.ted since the 

beginning of the war , and there have been no significant shifts in 

percentages . 

Uhich or t hese ~vo statements do you think is closer to the truth? 
371: l::ngland is now i'ighting to preserve democracy a:;ainst 

the s pread of dictatorship. 
31% England is now fighting mainly to keep her power and 

wealth. 
28!1. Both 

4% No Opinion • 
... _ 

4 . A majority of people '.:.- before the Japanese move into F'rench Indo- China 

believed t hat the Un i ted States should r isk vrar to keep Japan from 

beoomint; more poorerful. 

I 

• 
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Should the United States take steps now to keep Japan 
from becoming mor e power ful , even 1f this means risking 

I 
a vrar with Japan? 

52% Yes 
31% No 
17% No opinion. 

5 . 165% believe that Germany and Ital y would ste.rt a war against the 

United States within the next ten years if England is defeated in 

the present war , 

24% do not th1nk so. 

11% have no opinion. 
• 

6. The following two questions . posing the is sue of continued aid to 

Britain in vievr of the Uusso- German wa r , show that opinion on this 

question is stabl e and not influenced py the deliberatel y posed 

biased questions . 

Some people say that since Gercany is now .fighting Russia, 
as "ell as Br itain, it is not a s neoessary for this country 
to help Britain. Do you agr ee , or disagree , with this? 

I 
72% Disagr ee 
20% Agr ee 
Sf. No opinion. 

Some peopl e say that since Germany wil l probabl y defeat 
Russia within o. few weeks and then turn het full str enr;th 
against Britain , it is mor e important tho.n •ever that we 
help Britain . Do you agree , or disagree with this? 

71% .Agr ee 
\ 19% Disagr ee 

l Wo No opinion . 

7 . The overwhelmin& mo.jority of Alr.e r ioans still want Russia to win the 

war vri th Ge rme.ny. 

In the present war betvreen Germany and Russia, which side 
would you liko to see win -- Germo.ny or Russia? 

72;t. Russ io. 

I 4% Genno.ny 
205~ no di fferonce 
4% no opinion. 

8 . TI-ro- thirds of o.ll those l'rith opinions believe that we should try to 

keep the Germans out of tho islands off the wost ooast of Afrioo.. 
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(The follow in:; split wordinr; indicates that when the President • s 

name is used in this question the "no opinion" vote is reduced . ) 

Preaident Hooseyelt said recently that in order to keep the 

Gennans out of Uorth and South America. we must prevent them 

from capturing the ieland.s off the west coast of Africa. Do 

you think we should try to keep the Germans out of the islands 

off the west coast of .A£rioa.1 
6~ Yes 
24J~ No 
20f. Uo opinion 

It has been said recently that in order to keep the Germans 

out of Uorth and South lunerioa., we must prevent them from 
capturing the islands off the wast coast of Africa. Do you 

think we should try to keep the Germans out of the islands 

off the west coast of Africa? 
5<>% Yes · 
211 Yos 
~ llo opinion 

9 . The majority of people dis~graa with the theory that the United 

St~tes should back a peace movement to and the war now. 

(Tihen Senator \Vheeler ' s name is used in this connection fewer 

people subscribe to the idea. ) 

Senator 7/hoelgr says that the pcruer of the Unitod States 
s!ioUld be put behind a peace movement to end the war now. 

Do you agree, or disagree, with Senator l'Jheeler's statement? 

38j~ At;rae 
50i~ Disagree 
ll.~ ::o opinion 

It has been said reoontly that the power of tho United 
States should be put behind a peace movement to and the 

vmr now. Do you agree , or disagree? 
431- At;ree 
48}{ Disagree 
9i~ No opinion. 

10. About 201. think wo have gone too far in aid to England, another 

20% think vre have not gone far enough, and ho.lf the population 

thinks vra are doin~; about right in aiding Britain • 

. then the question is worded using "aid by tho United States" , 
~ 

as contrasted to "President Roosevelt's policies" mora people 
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So tar •• you, per~nally are oonoerp.ed, do you tb1nlt 
Preaident Rooenelt hu gone too far in· hie polioie• 
ot helping Srite;ID, or not t ar enoUgh! 

~Too tar" 
li~ About right 
~19% lio"t tar enough 

/ 8l(' lfo opinion. 

So tar •• you, penonall;r, are oonoerned, do you th1nlt 
~ UA1ted State• has gone too far in helping Britain, 
or not tar eDOugh? 

18% Too tar 
•9% About right 

---~ liot' tar enough 
9% lfo opinion. 

11. Per~u who 1d"-t1ty tbemaelTes with a higher eoonomio tlan 

sooial group tend more than others to tall in the Non-Inter-

Tentioniat oamp • 



• Office of Public Opinion Research 
l~dley. Cantril, Director July 10, 1941 

t 

DISCREPANCIES BETWEEn SUBJECTIVE JUDG!.!E'IITS OF 
ECON01UC AND SOCIAL STAT US 

Questions : \";hat inoome group do you feel you are a member of ? 
'1'/hat social class do you feel you are a member of ? 

IKCOlJE GROUP 
SOCIAL CLASS Upper Upper !liddle Uiddle Lower lJiddie Lower 

Upper 17. 3 10. 4 36 . 0 13 . 2 22 . 3 
(62 . 5) ( 7. 4) ( 4. 4) ( 2. 7) ( 4. 0) 

Upper Uiddle 2. 9 44 . 8 32 . 3 15. 1 4 . 9 
(22 . 5) (68 . 8) ( 8 , 2) ( 6 .8) ( 1.9 ) 

Middle 0 . 3 2.4 53 . 6 22. 2 21.5 
(15 .0) (23. 3) (85 .4) (62 .1) (52 . 6) 

Lower Middle o.o 0. 3 4 . 9 57. 9 36 . 9 
( o.o) ( 0 . 5) ( 1.3) (27 . 2) (1 5 .1) 

3. 9 • 3. 6 ()2 , 5 Lower o.o o.o 
( o.o) ( o.o) ( o. 7) ( 1.2) ( 26 . 4) 

Total (100 . 0) (100 . 0) (100 . 0) (100.0) (100.0) 

Income Group Ident ifioat ion Social Class Identification 

1 . 4 
6. 9 

1

41 . 3 
23 . 5 
26. 9 

100. 0 

D sor epandies 

------------ UPPER ------- ----- 4. 9) 
- - --- --- UPPER gJDDLE --------- 10. 5 
------------ ~DDLE - ---------- 65 . 8 
-------- LQ';E:R MIDDLE --------- 11 , 1 
------------ LUaER ------------ 7. 7 

100. 0 
' 

Percentage of tot a l population 

Same income and social c la ss ------------------- 54 , 3 
' 

SOCIAL class regarded as one -------- --- -------- 22 . 6 
step hit;her 

SOCIAL class rer;ar ded as 2 ------- ------------ 17. 6 
stops hi::;her 

SOCIAL cl ass r ocarded as 3 ------------------- 2. 3 
or .t:1ore hit;hor 

I!JC<l.!E ::;roup r o:;llr dod as one ------------------- 2. 7 
step 11i;:;hor 

n:co: :E croup r oe;o.rdod as 2 or------------------- o. 5 
more hicher 

~OCIAL class rocardod as Ol~ ------------------- 42 . 5 •• 
OH l!OHE ST-:PS 
l:IGT!ER 

Total 

100.0 

100. 0 

100.0 

100. 0 

100. 0 
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June 16 , 1941 

TOI Mrs .Anna H. Rosenberg 

FRO~l: Hadley Cantril 

su.BJECT: The state of public opinion subsequent to the President 1 s 
Speech of ~lay 27 . 

These results are based on ballot sent out ~lay 29 which means the 
bulk of the interviewing was done during the first week of June. 

There ~1ere several slight but significant shifts in opinion from the 
middle of May to the time in l'r:!:lich these results 1·ere gathered . !-lost 
noteworthy are: 

1. Slight rise in the percentage willing to aid England even at 
the risk of war. This slight rise stopped a drop that had been 
going on since the German successes in the :Balkans . 

2 . The percentage of those who think the United Stat es ~1ill go 
into the war has reached a new high point. 

3. There is evidence from preliminary analysis of data not inclu­
ded below that the intensity of feeling of both the interven­
tionists • and non- interventionists• side is increasing. This 
shift in intensity is not revealed by changes in the direction 
of opinion. 

The latest results of interest are the follo11ing: 

1. Which of these t~1o thinc s do you think i s more important for the 
United States to do : 

39% to keep out of war ourselves , or 
58~ to help :Britain, even a t the risk of getting into 

the war? 
3% no choice 

2 . 'i{hich side do you think will 1~in the war - Germany and Italy 
or :Sri tain? 

16~ Gert:any and Italy 
55~ Britain 
6~ draw 

23% undecided 

(UOTE - The reaction to :Sri tain 1 o defeats t hie sprine bad a 
very different effect on public opinion than the conquest of 
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TO: Hra. Anna M. Rosenbere; 
June 16, 1941 

the Lo•.danua (l!td F:"a.'lce a s f :J.r GS t!1 i s ::e:.:-l;~c;:Q,,r ~U99 tlo:t 

goes. Since the successful conquest of the BalY~S the per­
centage who t hink Britain ,.,ill win has dropped about 28 points. 
However, there has not been any ouch rapid rise in the percentage 
of those who feel that Germa.ny ~till ~tin as t h ere was at this time 
last year when more people tho\J6ht Germany would 11in than thought 
Bngland would win. This is certainly due to the fac t that people 
are no~1 identifying themsleves more with Britain's Battle and 
assuming that llri tain 1rill win 1ti th United States help even 
though this is not quite explicit in the question itself.) 

3. Do you think the United States 1·till go into the ~tar in Europe some 
time before it is over, or do you think we •.till stay out of the war? 

8~ will go in 
12)6 will stay out 

5% undecided 

4. If you ~tere asked to vote today on the question of the United States 
entering the wa r now again s t Germany and Italy, how would you vote -
to go into ~~ar nov1, or to stay out of the warT 

26% go in 
69~ stay out 
5~ no opinion 

5. Do you think the United States Navy should be used to eue_rd (convoy) 
shi!'s carrying 1-lll.r materials to Britai.n? 

58~ yes 
36% no 
6~ no opinion. 

(ROTE - This figure is based on trial tabula tions a nd may vary 
approximately 4~ from the final figure which will probab l y be 
published ~tithin the next ten days . This large majority in favor 
of convoyinc i s hi e;her than it has been at any other time .) 
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0/fict of Public Opinion &J«Jrch 
203 Eoo Hall 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

lllolMecl an 1101111 brief e~iee "t lateet reaulte 
tor tM Proaiclm aacl Ill". Willaat, tocether with eo .. q~~eetiona 
aad tigar... It you proter that I een4 data cl1reot to Mr. 
W1uat juat let ~ launr tM -ohaai- -d I ehall de eo • 

.Utheup tlleee are all triAl tabW.atice, tiw oCIIl­
oluaiena .... M olaar that I - encUng tlloa • at OBoe. I 
ehall cot a tbal, ...-. oeaplote report to ~u ahortl;r. I-
eoacl1QC al;r what ..... -•t blportaat. It )'Oil or .. ,_ elM 
eTOr oare to ••• _ ... OCIIlplote til•dhge juat let • mow. 

'l'iwee DOW quoetieu are all • Gallup • • ballot. all 
-r• '8T auueatieu. But tbo;r aro Gallup'• proport;r to be 
publiahecl, iwaoe to be bpt oontiuntial. 

I - breathi»s -ro eaeil;r tOilight t o eoo tao Cathol1oe 
tollniDg along a.:! waating Ruuia to win. Moat cl1ttoroaooe are 
boginniog to oleeo. ) 

(pJ ,oil i.\ 1-, 
You albd about tM ProUclollt • 1 epoeoll. I bol1 .... e tbo 

-.ill rouen it had ooaparatinl;r little etteot -• that u tailed 
to id1oate uy llow, onrt polioy that people ooulcl roacl1l;r oon­
ooptualhe1•d that the "utional -rcoao:r• •aat little whc • 
it r4!quirocl - obage wbatoTOr 1a daily lite. 'l'he •- with lnox 
a.t OOilTO;p - tt» aajorlty alroe.q waat oollnye ucl aut 'IIOilder 
Yi:J.y - doa •t oenn;r i t box, too~ 1a in tanr of tho idea. I 
etill tool oollticlellt tU .great -jority would taYt~r eCIIle JIDre draaatio 
aid to Britain, 11" it wre pouible. 

llleuch odi tol"ialiliat;. 

Kre. Alana ll. ioe•lMrg 
11 Weet •2 &troot 
low Yoric City 

Aa enr :. , 

. ' 



'"- Jladlq Cmtril 

8~ Iaterp...tatlou 
ot Lateat Renlte 

Ju17 a, lKl 

1. !he lui att..pt to -.liet ~nl euppon tor a holy WV' q;alnet 
Ru11la ha. eo tar oo.pletdy tailed lwaoe • 

2. Tlw GYerwbel.al~~& aajorlty ot JMrioiiiW W'Ct Ruella to win ill• 
war q;a1Dat Ge~. Only tour per o~ wmt Genumy to win. 

3. What el1pt oh•~t~e ot opinion oonoemill& aid to Britain he.1 
l"elulted boa tbl llue10-Ge1WU1 war 11 uinly in the dinotion 
ot tal'Orin& ~• aid to Britain. About In'& per ~ eq tbl 
Genaan attaok on Rueda hal ehitt.d illeir attitude• in t~r 
ot ~re aid to BritainJ about tour per oct b&Te lhitted to leu 
aid to Br1 tdD. 

" .. flw liu1o-Ge...all war hu DOt wicleud olu• or rellpoue dittel'Coee • 
.Alao1t u ~ Cathollo• uProteatmt1, rioh people u poor people 
wmt Ruuh. to win. D1ftel'tlllloe• between Oathollo• cd Prote•taut•, 
rloh 1114 poor are only &J"Ounli .tour per oeut. 

6. lJown'lr, a Mjority ot people oppoee belpillg Ruuia the way- are 
belpill& Br1ta1D. 

• • • 

"<l 1. Yoq people (UDder l!O) ot the wpper in- group are lhiftiD& 
.,.,.. rapidly toward internntion than ezq other p-oup. 

r 

I--

2. liel1poua ditfel'Coee oonoerninr; aid to Br1ta1D are deoz:eu!n§, 
althoueh Oatholio1 ltlll 1 •in appreciably 1••• 1nterriDEIGDI8t. 

3. Sex dittercoee oonoel'llhlr; aid to Britain are inoreuinr; 1l1r;htl7 • 
Wtlllft an~rq;e about 10 per oct .leu inten.lltlon1111i than-· 

4. Jlore people are DOW ci~ u their r-n tor tal'Orill& aid to 
Britain the llilltary adTantq;ee of a help-Britain pol1oy. It h 
~re r;eerall7 &II~ DOW tbat - mall lOOPer or later have to 
tir;ht tlw luh. Rea10n1 noh u "It El!paad lo•••• - lo1e" and 
"Bitler h out to rv.le the world" are inoreUiii&J re&IOnl dealinr; 
with our own ideolor;ioal etab• in a Bri thh Tiotoey are deoreuill&• 

6 . Fltty•tlve per o~ DOW tal'Or 0011T071J 36 per -t oppo1e th•J 10 
per oent have no opinion. 
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PRELDIINARY REPORT 

Interviewing ~one during laat week of June 

In the present war between Oel"nlny and Ruaaia. -.bioh eide would you 
like to see win - Germany or Russia? 

Total Ce.tholioa Protestants 
Genuny ,! 1\ 

6 4 
Russia 66 74 
Makes no 17 21 17 
difference 

No opini on 6 6 6 

Whioh side do you think will win the war - Germany or Russia? 

Germany 47 \ 
Russia 24 
Draw 6 
No opinion 21 

Has the new war between Germany and Rueda obanged your attitude 
toward helping Brita.in? 

Yea 
No 
No opinion 

Total 

11 
64.-' 

6 

catholics Protestnnt s 
11 11 
6& 63 
6 6 

If "Yee,"a Are you now more in favor, or less in favor . of 
aiding Britain? 

More i n f'avor 
Less in favor 
Ho opinion 

Total 
67 
33 

0 

1 

Should the United States government supply Russia with arms. airplaines, 
~d other war materials on the same basis that we supply them to Britain? 

Yea 
No 
No 

37\ 
53 
10 

opin. 



I 

, 

Do you think the United Statee Navy 6hould be used to coovoy 
ehipe carrying war mat erials t o Britain? 

Yee 66 
Ro 36 
No 10 

opinion 

So fa r as you, personally, are concerned, do you thi.nlc Presitlent 
Rooseyelt has gone too far in his policies of helping Bri ain, or 
not far enough? 

Too far 22 
About right 56 
Not far enough 17 
No opinion 5 

So far as you, personally, are concerned, do you think the U i ed 
States has gone too far in helping Britain, or not far eno 

Too far 
About right 
Not far enough 
No opinion 

16 
47 
so~ ., 
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Box 429 
Princeton. N. J . 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH 
Princeton University 

Princeton 1714 

~eptember 17. 1941 

The enclosed report is the first of a aeries of 

special studies that the Office of Public Opinion Reeearoh 

hopss t o get out during the next year. All reports sent you 

should be regarded as atriotly confi dential . 

The r esear ch of this of f ice is financed by a 

Foundation grant . Our reaulte are based cD surveys of pub-

lio opinion whi oh use methods comparable to the Gallup Poll 

and whioh have the same degree of reliability. 

IJ" ~ "' ,.. . .,;..{ 
Hadley Cantril 
Director 

~...,, 



Cm!FARISON OF OPllUONS OF THOSE TIRO 
DO AliD DO NOT LIS?EN TO THE 

PRESIDENT Is RADIO TALKS 

CONFIDENTIAL REPORT 

' 

Office of Publio Opinion Research 
Princet on University 

Hadley Cantril , Director 
Sept ember 17, 1941 



(Note, The data reported here are baaed on uurveye of opinion which use 
the same methods a s the Gallup poll. '!'h.ia report does not include the 
effeots of the President ' s speech of Septamber 11th. Dat a on this are 
now bei~ ~u.';::erod. !"l is be.s"d 0::1 ~etc. o::!:c.ir.ed a-"tur ·;hs r.pcet!;OS of 
December 29th and of ~y 27th.) 

1. LISTENING TO TilE PRESIDENT V!..'UE:> Wl 'l'B INCOME LEVEL. Among memb.-:rs 
Of th& ll('j?8i" b :)C.:IOllliO ":;:.-:J.~l.:ets, i::he rai; io i n favor of listening t o t;he 
ProsidG:::.t 1 !! te.lks is nco·.1~ ::: , 1 . 

llmC::li> the middle class the ratio is around 3 
about 1. 5 : l . c~~e i aole l , appended ) 0 

l , and i~ the lowor ol~as 

2. THvS£ YIEO LI:>TEN TO '!'i(E ?r:ESIDENT 1 :; TALKS ARJl MORE IN'XERV8NTl0}flST. 
For ex-.,uple , people in ev~ry economic ~~·oup vrho lis·ten to ';he Pr esident 
811 contrasted to choee llf comparo.ble economic ~_;roups who do nor. 1 ia-.:1m are 
m .. )re C!' ·::'1~ opio.ion the.<; ( Table 2) t 

a, it is ·nore important ';o help England or 
to defeat Germany than i t is to lceop •)<.li: 
of the war; 

b. the President has not !)One far onou,sll in 
providint; aid to Britain; 

o. the U. S. Navy should be used to convoy. 

The opinions of pe opl e of compar~ble economic groups are co~~~r~d since 
there is a definite tendency for persons in the upper income g roups to 
be more \uterven~ionist. It is of interest to notice that on the ques~ion 
of aid to Britain at the rillk of getting in~o -;ho liar "/ 8. ~ta:r a\lt of the 
wur , even t he people of the lowe!' economic b r uo::e;; nh.::· ::.tu·cun ;;o t:.i.u 
President are more interventionist than those iu the upper b racket \fha 
do not listen to him. ~he rank m·der oi' intor,nui:ioni:st opin·lon r..u t;his 
question is, 

Upper income who listen 
lHdtlle 
Lower 
Opp .. t· 
Middle 
Luw;u· 

" " uv not listen 

76~ help Eug:~nd a·~ r :l.3k of \'ftt.r 
71% 
67% 
63% 
58% 
53% 

3 . 'l'H0'3E rmo X.l$'(£!1 '1'c'l 'l'HE PRE;SIDI!:iiT 1 S TALKS ARE MORE OF '£HE BELIEF 
TJIAT THEY WOULD 8B PJ..:RSONALLY A!o'FEC'£EO DY A GERMAN VICTORY. Hero, at; a in, 
pooplo who list~r. •.re more t:-f thi~ npi n_i Ol' i-.hAn pAI')pl 'l wh-:- no not listen, 



l.lppe:- inccm" wbo .lis't;tlr: 
l:iddle 
Lower 
Upper 
Middle 
Lct\·er 

II " do not listen 

-2-

861~ believe they would be personally et.ffeoted 
76% 
nr. 
66% 
5(1;" 
~~ 

4. There was a rise of 9 percent in favor of aid to Britain the week fol­
lowing t~~ tal~ of Oeoe~cer 29th. (T~~lc 3). This i~creaaed eer.~iu~r.t 
slij:ped baoJC. , nowev'\'r, t o its f.': :'"rr.l!!:' lsvel four weeks later. From other 
data available and from comment analysis , it appears that any increas~ 
of i;:.te-:-7e~:tionh~ opinion. rea~:.l.ting fro.n o P.raoid1mtial r!l.di"' dl'.dra_;ll 
will !1.-:-i; b» mninto'l.ned UDl.ess tho: aidre!'! allll.o•mce~ o:- is ah.ortly f1~llowed 
by s O!l'.~ a<:t 1.,n • 

Cone X ~lsi on 

It is imposs ible t o esp!\rst e cause from eff'ect in the data eo far obtained. 
There is a well knovm tendency for people not to listen to or to read what 
they don't agree with o:- -;l!':J!'~r JJ?~ to ;:umv, For <t:tall.ph, there is eome 
evidence that neweps;.er salea and audiences to news broadcasts are smaller 
(by about 10%) when war news ie of Germ&.n victories than when it is of 
Al l ied suooesses. 

B'o'!t'ever , t he f.aot tha'; pt.lo:;.-h in all e::oncoio g:-otlps who l:lnt'3r. aro c.ore 
for ~i1 t o England and realize nora ths psrsonal conoequ3noes of a German 
v:\cto::-y thon personn in eomparo.bla soonor.tio troupa who do not linton, makes 
i ·t see,;,1 '9a.t'e to oono,lttdl! that t!:vJ Prasidant 'a 1;1\lks do !-lave aom<:! in1'J.uanoe . 
Ir more effort we:ra m(ld3 ~ o publ io ite <;heot'l nz:oeohno in ad ... ano ~, enpeo ~. e.lly 
a~onG ths lowe~ :\noo~n groupa , t~e sff.eot night he moro noticeable. 



Table l. 

Lietening tn President's Broadcast of May 27th by l::oonomi c :>te.tus • 

EconomiC' Statue 

Upper 

Middle 

Lower 

"Di d you happen to listen to Presi­
dent Roosevelt's fireside chat Tues­
da.y night (l&:ay 27th)?" 

Yes No 

14% 

74 26 

58 42 

•Those who listened to onl~· a part of i t or who did not hear but 
read the speech are omitted. 

\ 



'l'a'b).e 2 . -- ., ______ 

\lt.:-~:.ti:;,~ o!" l:lt~:--.,-r!::ltic:tict Sontlment 'by Li.:!tming..:. 

\',hich .:>f these two t hings 
do you think i3 more im-
port ant !'or the U. S . to 
try t o do (12/~1/40) : 

Keep out of war ourselves, 
or 
Ilelr Brita~n , e7on f.\t t he 

risk of !]; El'tt i:nJ!. toto the 
war? 

(No answer) 

So i'ar as you , porsonally, 
are ooncerned,do you think 
President Roosevelt has 
~one too far in his policies 
of helping Britain,or not 
far enough? (5/29/41) 

Too !'ar 
About right 
Not far enough 
Don't know 

Do you think the U.S . Navy 
should 'be used t o guard 
(convoy} ship:J carrying 
Will' materials to Britain? 
(5/29/41) 

Yes 
No 
No opin:O.oa 

.!!l:?~r 

Yes 

21% 

76 

3 

21 
45 
26 

8 

65 
33 

4 

No 

32% 

63 

5 

42 
49 

5 
4 

32 
69 

9 

!!?~!:?!IIi~ Statu~ 

l!i:l.dle ---
(Listening } 

YtiJ 

25,~ 

73 

2 

19 
51 
25 

5 

65 
31 

4 

Nv 

;s7% 

59 

4 

22 
48 
16 
14 

45 
47 

8 

Lo?ter 

'{~d 

31% 

67 

2 

15 
53 
26 
6 

62 
32 

6 

- . 

no 

45% 

53 

4 

21 
50 
12 
17 

47 
41 
12 

. .. 
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Table 3. 

Opinio~ Before and After Fireside Chat of December 29 , 1940. 

Deo8lllber 16 Deoembe:- 31 January 22 

Whioh .;,f these !;wo tl:ings do 
' you think is more important 

~or the United states to try 
to do: 

Keep out or lfar ourselves, 3S,~ 211: 
' 36f. Help Britain,even at the 

risk of getting into tho 
vrar7 57 66 59 

No •):>inion 4 3 5 

' 

-·-
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PRI1iCITOll UliiYDSI'l'Y 

ot Public Opi nion Reaearch 
Box429 

Princeton, Bew Jeraey 

Dear Mre. Ro aen berg I 

lncloaed are eome trial tabulation• (maybe 4~ ott 
final returna) that just came in on an AIPO ballot. Some of 
the question• are mine. 

Particularly intereating are the 1econd and third 
queetion• which I have marked. These neatly illuetrate the preeent 
etate of opinipn l at leaet 70 per cent of the people think we 
must help de.teat Germany at any cost. The mnjori ty of thoee with 
opinion• would favor ~~ending an army to Europe U 'l'BlilY WERE 0~ 
VINOl1D THIS WERE NECESSARY TO IMPLmMEH'r TB!il GmllliBAL GOAL THEY WAIT 
TO ACHIEv:&, 

The Preeident may get the labor data via another 
channel but I am including it here anyway. 

I am wondering if the Pretident would care for a 
new edit ion of my trand charta - brought up to date. They tell 
a nice 1tory and there are many implication• for 1trategy in them. 

Will be in Washington tomorrow (Tuesday) but here 
the rest of the week. 

Mrs. Anna M. Rosenberg 
ll Weet 42 Street 
New York City 

1.1 eTer, 

Hadley 



Which o! t hese two thiugs do you think is the mor e important -
2~ That this country keep out of war 
6~ That Germany be defeated 
3'/- No Choice. 

If in trying to defeat Germany, it becomes necessary to send a 
large American army to Europe, would you favor this st~f 

Tee - 4~ No - 44~ No Opinion - ~ 

It has been suggested that Cougress pass a resolution declaring 
that a state of war exists between the United States and Germany. 
Would you favor, or oppose such a resolution at this timeT 

Favor - 29% Oppose - 61% No Opinion - lCY{o 

So far as you, personally, are concerned, do you think Pre6ident 
Roosevelt has gone too far in opposing Germany, or not far enou~hf 

Too far - 22% About right - 46~ Not far eno~h - 24,. 
No Opinion - ~ I I 

I I 
I 

7
CY{o I 

What do you think is the most important issue before the country 
today? 

Are we going to enter the warf 
Speeding ,up the defense program 
Getting supplies to llri tain and allies 
Defea ting Hitler , retainiug American 

freedom and democracy 
Keeping out of the war 
How far we should go in aidiug allies 
Preventing strikes in defense industries 
Higher cost of living, increased taxes , 

inflation 
Promoting world peace 
Meeting the cost of national defense 
All others 
No Opinion 

31% 
12 

9 

9 
9 
9 
7 

6 
2 
2 
8 
~ 
10~· 

•Percentages add to more than 100 because some respondents 
gave more t han one answer. 

Are you in favor o~ 
worker in a comuany 

Yes - 1?.' 

the KClosed shop" - that is, requiring every 
to belong to a union before he can be hired? 

No - 77% No Opinion - 6% 
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Should the gonmaent f orbid atrlku in defenae induatrlea, or 
lhould t h e worker• in tboae induatriu continue t o han the 
right t o go on a trlll:eT 

78~ Should forbid a~rlll:ea 
18~ Should han right t o atrlll:e 

4'1> J o Opinion 

lb&t 1 1 JOUr opinion of John L. LewiaT 

7~ ! boae who dhappron of J ohn L. Lewla 
14~ !boae who appr oTe of him 
14~ !boae who e;ave no opinion 

Tboae wbo diaapprove of J ohn L. Lewis give answers which 
range f rom expreuione of atrong diaapproval, including 
recommendation• of execntion and deportation, to more 
explicit c0111111enta ae to 'lilly they diaapproTe, !beae laat 
include: 

He 1a a radical, a CoDuuunht: hie theorlea and 
practicea are a menace t o the country. 

He ie a racke\eer, out for ae aruch money a a h e can get. 
He haa too much power. 
He ie trying t o i ncrea ae hie personal power over busi­

neaa aDd labor, would like a h i gh poli t ical position, 
wants t o be president. 

He 1a UDpatr1ot1c, 1e taking advante&e of t he present 
oriel a. 

He ia out for peruonal revenge against RooseTel t. 
He h in l eague with Hitler, 
He ia not fitted for t he position be bolda, ie doing 

labor 11ore harm than good, 
He 1a narrow-minded, sees but one aide of the hsue. 

!hoae who approve of John L. Lewie include thoee who think 
be 1a capable and sincere, is trying to help labor, baa done 
aruch for labor i n the past , and thoee who, altboue:Jl thq 
approve of hill in g eneral, feel that he bla overetepped hia­
eel f t bh time. 

Have you heard or read about the strilce in the captive coal minea 
which John L. Lewis called last montbT 

T u - 8~ · llo - 16~ 
Those who answered "Yea• were asked: Do you t hink: Lewis was 
justified i n calling this striket 

Tee - (8~) No - (7~) J o Opinion (18~) 
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'tl !Jay-J~me 1940 December 1940 

~ hl1o\o I 198, ltt, 801 l&lloto I liS, 806, 801 

looaoaio 
8\atu 

Upper 

JU44lo 

Lower 

~ IMp Belp lo !.tal IMp Help .. 
Out J>etoat Choio. Out Dot•t Cbo1oo -

u.dor ao ~ n~ ~ 1~ "~ ~ 1~ 
ao-u '55 •• :s 100 at 88 s 
60 l onr as " 3 100 M ea a 
Un4or ao 87 ao a 100 .. .. a 
so - •• 118 18 • 100 a a 81 • 60 l wor 6t 38 5 100 a a 81 a 

UD4or JO 88 31 3 100 47 .. • ao- •• 81 36 • 100 4l5 81 • 80 6J onr 88 2T 5 100 46 81 • 

Eroakdowns on the questio:r: , "Which of these two thinr;s do you 
think is the mor-e important for the United Sto.tes to try to do-

- To keep out or war ourselves , or 
- To help Englanc vnn, even at the risk of &ettin~ into 

t;he war 
(altern~te on this last part - to deCent Germany, 

even at the risk or our getting into th~ war?) 

.. 

!.tal 

1oo,C 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Olct of Pwblk Opinion IWtGn:h 
20l Eno Hell 

Kay 20, 1941 

Dear !drs. Roseooerg: 

Here is some mare i .nformation.. No late figure. but 
new presentation.,, eto. 

Did you ever see Abe Lincoln' a statement {lllllde to 
Douglu just after hi a inauguration) : •What I want ia to get 
done what the :reople desire to ha:ve done , and the questi on for 
me is how to find that out exactly.• 

Wr11. Anna 11. Rosenberg 
11 West 42 st. 
New York City 

A.l ever, 



Princeton Public Opinion Research Project . 
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35% 

1- 64% 

9.3%• 

NEVI 
ENGLAND 

f]]] Keep out 

SECTIONAL VARIATIONS IN ATTITUDE PATTERNS 

Questions ~ich of these two things do you think is the more 
important for the United atates to try to do -- To 
keep out of war oursel~es , or To help England win, 
even at the risk of getting into the war?" 

36% 

62% 
-

27 . 2% 

MIDDLE 
ATLANTIC 

~Help 
England 

Keep out 35% 
Help England 62% 
No choice 3% 

43% 

52% 

22 . 0% 

EAST 
CENTRAL 

D No choice 

II 
21% 

40% I I 

57% 76% -

-

13. 2% 12 . 2% 

WEST SOUTH & 
CENTRAL SOUTHWEST 

I 
31% 31% 

I 

t- 68% t- 65% -

6. 6% 9. 5% 

ROCKY PACIFIC 
MOUN- COAST 
TAIN 

•Percent of political sample of national populati on 

April 25, 1941 
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Pr i nceton Publio Opinion Research Project 

INTENSITY OF OPINION 

(Note: height of bars indicates relative intens i ty or opinion; width equals 
percentage or popula tion in each cat egory . ) 

'- %-_16.-
- W) -

t- § -
l-1.. -

I=~= 
10% 

Q) .., 
cl ... 
Q) ., 
0 

;:a 
Keep 
out Jj 

Keep 
out 

t- 10% -
1- bO -
1- § -
t-1..-
!- ~ -

l~ .., 
r. 
Q) ., 
0 
~ 

I I 

r- r-

6% ~ .>4 as cl 
Q) Q) 

;.: ;;: 

r-- r--

6~ I~ 
cl ., .. 

;: ?: 

19% 
Q) 

._; 
... 
Q) ., 
0 
;:a 

II 

17% ., .., 
cl ... 
Q) ., 
0 

:=a 

44% 
bD 
r::: 
0 ,, .., 

(/) 

41% 
bD 
a 
0 ... .., 

(/) 

Q.ueation• "Which of those 
t~~ things do you think is 
the more important for the 
United States to try to do-­
To keep out of war ourselves , 
or To help l:.ngland win, even 
at the risk or getting into 
the war ?" 

Mar ch 12 , 1941 
Keep cut 32% 
Help England 66% 

Help 
England 

April 25 , 1941 
Keep out 37% 
Hel p England 63% 

~ elp 
ngland IE 

' 
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f• 0. THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

9- 26-41 

iAEitlORANDUM FOR THE PRESI DENT: 

Anna Hosenber g gave me this for 

you to read at your leisure . 

E . M. W. 

" 
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CIVILIAN OPINIOn TCVIA.~D ARlllY MORALE 

CONFIDENTIAL .llEPORT 

• 

Office of Public Opinion Rese!ll'Oh 
Pri~oeton Un:i vtJrsit-y 

• 

Hadley Cant ril 
Donald Rugg 

November 10, 1941 
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THIS MEMO I S IH NO SENSE A 'rllOROU(]I STUDY 

OF 'rilE PROBLm,r. IT MERELY P.EPRESEN'.rS A 

SO?.!EI'lHAT MORE THOROUGii ANALYSIS OF C!::RTAIN 

DATA AV.i.ILABLE V.HICH lUGF.T BE OF Pli.R'l'ICTJL.Al~ 

INTEREST TO THOSE CONCEmmD Vi!TB THE PROB·· 

LEH OF APJ..IY ~.:ORALE . 
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In late August 1941, the American Institute or Public 

Opinion asked the question "From whe.t you have heurd or read, 

do you think the spirit (morale) of dr&£ted men in th3 ~ 

is good, or poor ?". The Insti'l:uto reported the followin~ 

natio4al percentages : 

Good 39% 
Fair 22% 
Poor 25% 
Undecided 14% 

More detailed comparison of the ans·.~ers to this ques-

tion with the an~wers to other quest:l.ons on the srune ballot, 

ahow three si91if"icant tendEJnoie'l. 

1 . People vlho personally know so1.1eone i n the army are 

G.ble ~o e;ivo more opinions on army morale - their "undecided" 

vote ls 9 per cent a s contrasted '.;o the 29 per cent "un-

decided" V<)te of people not acquainted 'l'rl th someone in the 

arwJ. (Table 1) Adjustine; for the "don •t !mow" vote there 

is, however, no difference betwaon opinlon as to whether 

morale is eood or bad in the arrey-. 

2. THOSE WHO ARE RELATIVELY SJ..TISFIBD WITH TEE STATE 

0!" AID.JY llOHALE AP.E liDRE IllTERVENTIONIST TKI\N THOSr: ~'HO ARE 

MORE SKEPTICJI.L OF' IT, For example people who think morale 

is good believe more than others t hat President Roosevelt 

hns not cone far enoue;h in heJ.pinc Dri taln, that the law 

should bG chanced to permit drafted men to be sent outaide 

tho Western llemisphe;·e, that ne should declare wa1· on 

Garmany, and that we should risk nl!.r if 110 oe :o s ary to pro-

vent ~urther Japanese expansion. (Tnble 2) 
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3. Although persona in the upper income group nre in 

t;eneral more interventionist and al t houEh interventionists 

have a higher opinion of army mornlo thnn non-intervontioniete, 

it appears that upper income people do ~ot believe army 

moral e i e as high e.c lower income poople do. (Tnble 3) This 

apptu·ent inconsistency turns out to be due to the faot that 

LOW I NCO!!E INTERVENTIONISTS VIHO KNO'l SO!-!EONE IN THE ARI.!Y 

HAVE BY FAR TilE !lOST FAVORABLE OPINlO}: OF A.llL'Y l!ORALB . 

(Tabl e 4) It seems likely thnt u major reason for this 

stato o1' a!'fair s Jai~;ht be t re.cod to t he c reater contentment 

of army mon owno como from lo\7 income families, whose stan-

dard of l i ving and ambitions have i n ceneral not been quit~ 

so drastically chanced, and "twse morale is r eflected by 

those who know them nnd approve of o. strong defense program. 
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Table I 

Comparison of the Opinions Toward Army I!oro.le of Those Who do and 
do not know Ar~ J::en 

Do you l:now nnyone 
personally who is in 
the lll"l!l'J now? 

Yes 
No 

• 

From whet you have heo.rd or reo.d, do you 
thlnk tho spirit (mo1·ale) of dro.fted men 
in tho army is e;ood, or poor? 

Good 

41% 
34 

Fair 

23% 
19 

Poor Undecided 

27% 
18 

:3% 
29 

Total 

100% 
100 
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Table II 

Opinior. on Arnfy !.!orale Versus Opinions on Other Ylar Iscues 

l?rom what you he. ve heard 
or r~ad, do you think the 
~pirit (morale) or drafted 
r.1en in the Army is t;ood, 
or poor? 

Good 
Fair 
Poor 

Good 
Feir 
Poor 

Good 
Fair 
Poor 

Good 
Fair 
Poor 

So far a.e you, personally, are concerned, 
do you think President Roosevelt has GOne 
too far in his policies of helping Britain, 
or not far enou~h? 

About Not far 
Too far Rigllt enough No Opinion Total 

15% 54)~ 29/Z 4% 100% 19 ~ 22 5 100 35 39 21 5 100 

Tho llrmy has t\sked Conc;rl'le s to ohanc;e the 
law which so.yo dro.fted ~:~en cannot be sent 
to fight outside of North or South America 
or thi3 country's possessions. Do you think 
Conc;ress sil.oui d &lvo the Arury ;;>ower to send 
dro.fted soldiers to ac<y part of the World? 

Yes 

44% 
37 
Sl 

l\'o No Opinion 

5% 
4 
3 

Total 

100% 
100 
100 

If you were asked to voJ;e today on the question of the United Statos entering the war against Gar.nany o.nd Italy, how vrou"ld you vote- -to go 
~nto war, or to stay out.of the war? 

Go In 

28% 
19 
16 

SU\y Out 

65% 
76 
76 

No Opinion 

7"/. 
5 
4 

Total 

100% 
100 
100 

Should bhc Uni ted States toJ{e steps now to 
keep Jnpan f:•c:n becoming more powerful, even 
if this means risxint mu· with Japan? 

Yeo 

77% 
69 
64 

)lo Opinion 

6% 
12 
10 

Tcta1 

100"/. 
100 
100 
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Table III 

Opinions on Army Morale By Eoono1,ic Status 

From what you ho.ve heard or road , do you think 
the spirit (morale) of drafted men in the Army 
is rood, or poor: 

Economic Statlls Good Fnir Poor Undecided Total 
UppQr 33% 26% 30% 11% 100% !>.riddle 39 24 28 9 100 
Lowt:~r 43 19 21 17 100 

Table r1 

Comparison . ~J Eoono~o Status, of. Interventionists and Non-interventionists On the ~estion o£ ~ llorale~ 

Econo::~io 
Status 

Avero.ge ) Interventionist 
or above)Non-Interventioniat 

Below ) Interventionist 
avero.ge)Non-Intervan~onist 

From whe.t you have heard or read , do you think 
the spi!'it (moro.1e) of drafted men in the Army 
is ffOOd, or poor? 

Good Fair Poor Undecided Total 

38% 26% 2'7% 9% 100% 
33 26 33 B 100 

54 18 15 13 100 
37 21 27 15 100 

>~<For tl:e purposes of this cumptu·ison, "interventionists" wero defined as those Vlho replied "yes" to the question: "The krmy has naked Congress to cho.nce the law which says drafted mon oe.r.not be sent to ficht outside of North or South lun':lrica or this ooun·t.1·y 1 a oossessions. Do you think Concress should cive the ~ power to ;end ~-o.ftod soldiers to any part of the World?". "Non-interventionistE v::;~ro 1ofined os those who said "no" • 
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SIJI!!.!ARY: Analysis of so111e r·eoont results from the 

Alnerioa.n Institute of Public Opinion Polls shows that although 

the American people say that they are in r~vor of labor unions, 

t .hey are cctually opposed to the Union Shop, the closed shop, 

and stri kes to defense industr ies. They b~l~eve in greater 

re11ul ation or unions by the government, o.nd have e;reater con­

fidence in business leader s the.'l in labor leaders. Even a 

mnjol'i t,y of.' union r.le::tb'3rs are in fevor of !'oz·biddinG strikes 

i n dc('entio industries md bolie:v~ many union leaders are 

rucket~ers. 

Tho situation ~eems to be that there is an acknowledbed 

respect for the rights of tho laboring :nan - - for some groups 

this is merely the 1'"1111-known l:ip sorvioe , but for other s, in­

cluding the r:.ajori ty of union '''embers, there is a fee line: that 

the present rneohs.nisms fo r Cfli ning labor ' s ric.hts and the 

present labor los.dershir involved e.re far tro1:1 os.tisfactory. 



'l'nis memo brines together a numbor c•f rooont results 

cathe red by The .Ameriot'.n Institute of Public Opinion on the eeneral 

topic of public opinion toward labor issues . A l.i.nt of recent ques-

tions with their results is c;iven in Table I. There results 

indicate that the American ?E!Ople a?p~ove of labor unions in 

principle, but are not in .favor of many spec:;. rio p!·actices of 

labor unions 1 an·i have 11 ttle trus'C in labor union leaders. People 

are particularly intolerant when labor struu:les interfere with 

Naticns.J. Defense. Most of the people ( 61%) lJEJ11evo that many labor 

tmi.,r. leaders nr9 Couunun.i5ts 1 and even mol·s \ '/3~·~) believe that 

1aany of them aro rucketeers . F'oreip:;. aci tator& and t;raft in the 

unioLS are put ftrst anc second as zauses or today·s labor 

trouble:;, a.'ld Labor U.'lions are re.nkad third { ai'ter !lazis and 

Communists) ~~ong organited groups <mich ere tryinG to overthrow 

our covernment. The people fo.vor stricter c;over·nmont supervision 

or lnbor unionu, espeo:i.ally with respect to t hei r nooountin[ 

!)racti~es . The blame f'or labor t1·nubles is placed very lo.rcely on 

-::he labor leader~, less on business lec.ders, nn<i vc.-y l ittle on 

the f:.OVern:nent or the !'re:;ident. 

It is v:orth no tint that there is a li >i t to the BL.cunt 

or l'E .... ~;bti;;~n or labor the public W!'.nts . Th ts ) i"ll t hns not 

l>een clearly defined b~· the que c·!;ionf' askod to dnto , but it is 

tndic::tted by the 1 net thc.t poople ere opposed to n bill that 

woul<' 'l~ssif'y str ikeru as traitors . :~evt:lrthuleas, they do not 

1'nvJ:· unioni zatior. of I' overnnent e~1ployves . 
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Those people Ylho say the:.• favo:- unio:-~s apparently do not 1:1can 

it without reservation. Of those who are in fo.vo1· of unions, three­

quarters feel that unions sho'.lld be resuletod to n c.r·eo.tor e .. -tent , but 

less than half feel that business should be further retulated. or this 

SBJ.1e group, about one-eic;h~ believe that union lo~dors ore helpin~ the 

National Defense prot;ro:J o.s much as they shou ~d. whereas over two-fifths 

believe the.t business lead<:~ rs f.re helpin[ e.s much ns they should. 

This sane croup was e~.omined with r e spect to thelr attitude on 

the union c.nci closod shop. Sixty-two p~r cent of those who fo.vor· unions 

nevertheless c.re oppos_;Ji to tho union s:t,op, and 55% of the sru"tle ~;roup 

ar.:J oppose.d to i:he c•losed sl oop. From the so r esults 1 t would appear that 

th<~re is a lnrt;e ~;rou? who pay lip service to unionism, b'.lt who are in 

fnc'; opposed to cr.1ch that uniot:s stand for . 

1'rno nre tl:o people in favor o:" p1·ohibitin • str.i.kes in defense 

industr l es? The o.nt~wer seems to be practically cverybodJ·. Even a 

\ 

m~>jori"l:;y of union members t~tornselves , botn CIO nnd tJ? of L favor forbidding 

df;lfenae str lies . This majority, (54~~ and 64% rospcct i vely) is smaller 

~M t:1e.~ in t he nation as a whole (77%) but .it is nevertheless a majorit~;. 

The oocupetion!l.l breakdown shows the Ol:l:le thint:;: skilled, se!!rl ­

s!;lllei., e.r.u ur.s!cillod wc1·k~rs vote b~- c s ,10.:lor nta j ority to forbid such 

strikes, -3u": nent;r·the-less e. clear majority nre opposed to them. 

':'he broul.cdC>'Hl\G by senti on ::-ev~ u! i;ho S0\1 ~h tn be 1:1ost stroncly 

and consi.ntently opposod t o defense t tri~c s. On the o·~ber hund, the i·:iddle 

At lo.nt.i.c States c.re least unified with res;:>ec t to t hoi r attitudes towe.rd 

f orb.i.ddinL cefenso stri::es . In this section, overy breakdown yields sic-

r. ~floc..r.t di fferences, bot'.oreen economic ~;roups , betv;een ace rr,roups , nnd 

Ot.lween di!'ferent SiY.ecl t ?'NllC o.nd cities . 



w 

In ~;enore.l , throu0hout the countl"'j youuc people, l oVIer income people, 

nnd persons li vine in lo.rco cities u1·o 1:1ore inn lined to toler at e strikes . 

It is worth notine that the "no opinlon" vote throuc,hout i s un­

usually Stloll (around 5%) indica1;inG tl ot !:lOSt people have a.l rendy c:ade up 

their minds on tltis issue . 

Last lluroh, t he i'ollowinc, question was a.nked, "Westbrook Per;ler, 

the ne\·tsj)aper wr:.ter , aays that maJ:cy" union leaders are racketeers. Do you 

acreo or di se-~;rce ?" This October a siullru- ques cion was ns~~ed : "Do you 

bel ievo;: '.:he-: mru1l l •lbor un.ion leaders are racketeers?" Ynten the reGul ts 

<lf these ·;vto s·..:r•:cy3 are pool.,d , we find tte.t a tnajorit".f of each ace, sex, 

t•nd econoJ.1ic Gr·oup, and evon metnbers of each union o.;;r ee that many union 

leo.der·s s.. ·e ra~!<eteers . If the wordint; is cha.n(..ed to "sol10 union leader 's", 

The nu:1ber of cases in the t;vro ballots is too &•~all to draw BJlY 

vt.lid conc:lus.ion::: e.bout cimnces within eroups between the two de.tes (there 

1·:o.s no s tLnificant opan&e for the populuticn as a whole), but it looks 

\'ery ::tuch o.s thout.;h u number of AF !'i' L members \rho were in do:Jbt in ifarch 

!.ave sin•;e :nade up their minds t h at the::: o;:: r oe wi th ::>ecler. On thfl other 

h0..'1d, so:.o ncn-ur~.on :>eo;·.le who wer<. in doubt in :•e.rc~. ha•·IJ a ;--:>e.:""t'ntly 

Jlno.l;;sis of t he (!l • c::tlo:~~ "no :tou t.\1lni: union lenders are 

i dpint <:};e .:a ;inwl de fEn, e ;>roduot.j on procrar.t as ::1uch as thny sho.:ld 7'1 

r.ud "Do :;ou th in!< i rJdustr it .. J (busim.ss) leu.der s arc hel pbr, t he national 



defense production pra{;l'fllll as nuoh as they should?" shows that con.fidenoe 

in labor leaders and oonficlenoe in business leaders vo.ry inversel~r , the 

upper econo~1lo classes he.vlnt the :nost ft i th in busines:; leaders and the 

least in l abor leaders, ond the lower economic classes show the revers~ 

tendency. The same point is illu~trated by tho oooupat1onnl breakdo?m, 

where professions.! peo;>le and business mena-;ers show the createst faith 

in business leaders end the least in labor lendors, while semi-skilled 

end unskilled labor show the reverse. Nevertholesst it should be n::Jted 

that in ~ group does faith 1n labor leg.ders ~ as hich as the lowest 

point to which faith in ma.nagement falls, in other words, in every group 

shown on this brea!:dovm there is more confidence in manar ement then in 

labor leaders. 
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Perc.-;nt who t:ay they ru-o in favor of l abor unions . 



I Table I 

Labor Practices 

ARE YOU IN FAVOR OF TilE U}HOll SHOP--THAT IS, R!;"U!RUlC EVERY 'IOR:.ER IN 
A COI.:PAl1Y TO JOIN A U!UON AFTER fiE IS iilRt!>? 10/J/11 

Yes 39% No 52)". Uo O;Jinion 9:' 

A.R.E YOU I N FAVCR OF TllE t:LOSED SUOP-- THAT IS, REQUIRII'G EVERY iTRK ' R JN 
A CO}IPANY TO BJ:.LO~IG TO L mum: BEF'ORB l E CAN Bf~ HIRED? 

Yes 1~ No 76% No Opinion 9% 

SHOULD CO!!PA.NIES CAVING A CLOSED OR mno:1 SliOP TAKE UNI01' DUES OUT OF TilE 
I'IOilXEH 'S fAY l:}'VELOPii.S AND I'!JRN T:!E !lOI\'EY OVER 'l.'O TilE UlUOU, OR SHOULD 
Tl:E UlUO::S COLl..ECT TilE 'DUES T:.EJ.iSELVES? 10/1/42 

Companies collect 1&,1. 
Unions collect 59 
Other 4 
No Opinion 21 

Labor Leaders 

DO YOU BI:LIE.VE 'i.'l.AT WINY LLBOR UNION LEADERS ARE COI.nr.:ISTS? 10/7/41 

!Ia ti onal--Y os 60.9% l1o Opinion 13.9% 

DO YOU BI:LILVE TEAT l.U..\'Y LABOR UNION LEJJ)ERS ARE RAC!\ZTEERS? 10/7/41 

Yes llo 17 . 1% No Opinion 

.. 



Table I (oont•d) 

Labor Troubles 

W11AT DO YOU THINK IS CAUSI!IG TilE LA3CR 'J:R<'UBL!> AT THIS TI'!E? 

!'ore~.t;n ec.i tators, pro:>&gs.ndo. to 
hinder defense pr oduction, 5th 
oolut:lllists 

Craft in unions, union leeuers 
Increased cost of livint but no 

rise in wacee 
Wage quostion , dis satisfied workers 
Labo1· uni ens 
Gre~d, r.varioe of wo::-Y.:P. r 
Lack of patriotism 
Adminis tration policies 
C~tpi tal unfnir to labor , prof'i ts 

not dlStributed fairly 
Competitl.on betvreen union€ 
Doom in businass 
Labor she>rtn~e , ::;ood t.ime t o demand 

hicher wages 
Priori tics, ht.'.rd or: sr.mll business 
Long hours 
Jews 
Nothint, ian' t cn~r 
A:iscellancous 
llo 8Jl8wer 

29.2% 
17.7 

ll.O 
9.! 
8 . 8 
6.9 
6 .6 
6.0 

5. 7 
3.1 
2. 5 

1.1 
c•. a 
0 . 5 
0 . 11 
0.4 
S. 9 

ll.. 7 

SO!.lE FEOPLE SJ:f TIIAT Offit COUNTRY IS I!: R&'IL DANGER Jr:OI! ORGMIZED GROUPS 
I',JIIC:J A:'U: TRY!t!C 1'0 OVERTHROW OUR FORH OF GOVEP..NME!TT . DC YOU THINK OUR 
CO:JJ-:l'RY IS IIi J..NY REAL I>At:GER FRo:; !.NY OF T..£SE GROUPS? 

IF' "YES": rlll;,T ORGJ.NIZED GROUPS DO YOU FEEL ARZ HOST DANGEROUS? 

Cor:nnunisi;s 35.3% 
no.ti 32. 2 
Labor Unions 21. 7• 
Asnericn!'l First 0 . 9 
5th colmm '1 . 2 
Faoclst~ 5 . ~ 

AdJ:1inis tt·ntion 1.1 
F'or·c ir..n fri'OUp:·l s. u 
Jewi~h 1.0 
B1(!. llu s lnews o.o .. 
JJir;oellllll(;OUS 5.8 
tlo o.nsw¢: :~ 8.!1 



Table I (oont'd) 

bo YOU TIIINX LABOR UNION LEADERS ARE HELPI~IG Tl~~ NATICUAL DEFENSE PRODUCTI':'N 
PROGRA.H AS ft!UC,'Ii Jo.S THEY SHOULD? 5/29/41 

Yes tro 78% No Opinion 10% 

DO YOU TIJIN'.c\ INDUSTRIAL (BUSINESS) LEADERS ARE HELPING TEE l{ATIOl<AL DEFEUSE 
PRODUCTIO:' PROGRAM /.S !.lUCH AS T} EY SHOULD? 6/29/41 

Yes 43% No 41% llo Opinion 16% 

CotiTROL OF Ll.BOR UNIONS 

SHOULD TTIE OOVERN:iEN'T FQRBID STRIKES Ill TIIDUS'rRIES riAJ:JUFAC'fURIHG I :.AT!i:RIALS 
.l''OR OUR ~A'riO~!Al, DEFEf SE PROGR.All, OR ShOULD TliE WOlCERS Iil THOSE IliDUSTRIES 
CO!lTilffif; TO l!AVI:: T"hl: RHlliT TO GO 0?1 STRirE? ll/19/H 

Forb id 7'7% Have Ric;ht 18J~ l{o Opinion ~:{ 

DURI!:G T;rr; II .{T FOUR YEARS DO YOU THINK BUSE~SS SHOULD BE RZGULATED TO 
A GRf.AT&.q E" TEN7 DY TilE FED:·_IU\.L GOVERJC:EH? 5/3,/40 

Yes No 50% No Opinion 1 '7% 

DURING T.JE NEXT FOUR YE.~S DO YOU Tlll K LABOR SllOULD BE Rli:CULi TED TO 
A GfC ATER EXT;;;Wr BY TF.E FSDERJIL GGVERNilEHT? 6/3/40 

Yos G<fo Nc 20,1. no Opinion lSJ' 

DO YOU T"riiNK DU:> :NESS SHOJLD m:: REGULATED TO A GREATER EXTEHT BY TilE 
MDf.RAL GOVERliJ I.'J~NT? 5/29/41 

Yes No 44% No Opinion 12% 
DO YOU ~ IN!{ LABCR SHOUV) BE REGULATEil TO A GR!l.tn ;;R E:XTE"'T !H n:;:: 
FED: RAL :}OVCR:C:::~:T ? s/.~!1/ 40 

Yos 75}'. No 1 5% No OiJinion 

DO YOU 1':!1::·. LA30~ \J1HONS SHOULD BE RO::GU:.RED TO FIL3 \',U;~ T!IZ GOVEHlC EllT 
EVERY YEAR A STATE:.'El.l'? OF AI.!. ~;o·r,;:y TAKE1~ J:ll M'D S?El!T? 5/16/40 

Yes No B% lJo Opi nion 15% 



Table I (coTJt'cl) 

CC:'TROL OF LABOR tmiONS 

DO YOU Tni!fK LA.J301! ut!II'\!~S S:10ULD BE REQIJ:lREI) JJY LAW TO ?lAKE YEARLY PUDJ,IC 
REPORTS OF lJONll:'C THEY COLLJ:c•r AND S"END ? lO/l/41 

Yes 86% No Opinion 8!! ,. 

POl'•~ 0? LA!lOf\ UNIONS 

DO YOU THI'r.c{ LL30R U IONS S~O!JLD Hl'.VE 1'0HE PO\ ER, OR LESS POVIER, TBJ..N AT 
.?RESE:!T? 1 0/1/.U 

:.£ore '1. 7fo Se.me 25.~ Lass 50 . <;% No Opinion 16. 8(. _...... 

DO YOU THI"'IK 'tU.SHI: IS TOO lllUCII POWER IN TilE llANJJS OF A FEW RICH !.lEN A!Jl) LARGE 
CORPORf.TIO:~S IN T!IE ID1ITED :3T11TES? <!/8/1~1 

Yes 5u% No Opinion 14% 

DO YOU Tr.I:fl< Tl3RE IS TOO I.:!'UCH ::>On"SR :r:• ·rm; HAliDS OF THE GOVERlrnENT IN 
1\'AS!iiNG':.'OK? 4/3/41 

Yes 3:% No 56{. 

DO YOU '1'1: HK. n; .::ru~ IS TOO ?SJCFI P01 El1 IU TilL HANDS OF TJJI.; LEl.DER~ CF l.ADOR 
u:•rons Ill rns COITNTRY? •.k/:3/ 41 

No 13 % No Opinion 12% 

GOVER'f1"TI:1T /Jfl} LABOR UNIONS 

n: G: ''EHAl.. , DO YOU t...:.~PR VE OF T. . .S \''J,Y Ptt;S .llEt!T ROOSEYELT :S llANDLING 
9/17/41 

Tl~E FOR31C"~ POLICV? 
L.4FiOR )ISPU rzs? 

'I!J;; DE!-'Lll!.J P:IO.:.{J~."? 

t:.ppt·ove 63 . 4% Disnpprovo 
47.8 
67 .5 

24 . 6~{ 
39 . 2 
22 . 5 

?!o Opinion 

Sf.OUJ.D Gor·.mN E :T E:!""'LOYE3S . £ .'.LLOl.IED TO JOIK LAHOR UNIONS? 10/7/41 

(as 20% No 64% No Opini on 

12% 
13 
.. 0 

S.UOULD fEOPLE Wf.IO ~~ORK f'OR Tfl.E GOVBH'WEN'l' llL ALL<.WED TO GO ON ~l'l:!II\E? 10/7/41 

Yes 11'/. No 7<f/. No Opinion 4% 
A BI:r,L RAJ Bl:EII P.~CPOSED ,: ICR ,. OJJI.D TRE '.T A.'n' WORKER '"'EC' COES Oil STRIKJ: l l~ 
J. Di:F!:l!SE Ii!DUS1'~Y AS A T.UITOl< , TO D PIP.II~!IED BY 01lf Y"'...AR IN PRISOI! , 
HO!JLD YO~ :,nO:: TO SEE CO~!GR:;ss ?ASS 'ff.IS Li'"l? 4/8 141 

Y3a 3A'"' ·r,• No 57% No Op inion 

I 

-



Table II 

ATTITUDES or THOSE WHO ARE L"J FAVOR OF UNIONS 

ARE YOU IN FAVOR OF· LADOR UNIClTS? 5/29/41 

Favor e;!"eater recul ation of unions 
Op ost great er r tJ[Ulation cf unions 
No Opil'.ion 

Yea 

74.5% 
19 . 4 

6.1 

Favor greeto r rec.::ula tion of business 48 . 4 
Oppose ~rea'i::er r ucul ation of busi-

nuss 
No Opinion 

Believe unlon leflders e.re helping 
as much cts th•~y should 

Do not believe union 1e€:.ders are 
helpir.c as mu·~h as they should 

t~o Opinion 

Bel ieve bu s iness leade r s are 
hel pi C 3S mu~h as they should 

Do not believe b·.lsi ness lenders are 
hel pinc_ a s mu::h as they s hould 

No Gpi nlon 

42 . ? 
8 . 0 

17.3 

1<1· . 6 
8.1 

42 . 5 

44 . 5 
13.0 

No 

85 . 1J'. 
8 . 9 
5 . 'l 

38 .1 

50.9 
11.0 

1-.0 

89.0 
7.0 

47 . 0 

37 . 9 
15 .1 

No Opinion 

56 . 5%· 
5.4 

38.1 

30 . 1 

29.3 
40. 6 

5 .8 

64. 8 
29 . 4 

29.5 

32.4 
38 .2 

DO YCJU 'fHIX: \'iOR:\ERS SliOULD IUlVE T'k'.E 1IGJ!T TO .TOIN TOGETEER IN A U1110N , IN 
ORDER TO BARGAill YdTJ1 Tii.I:;IR l'.'~"'>LOY.ERS? 5/18/39 

Yes ]O No Opinion 
• 

I n favor of "union shop" 31.7% 6 .6% 11.7% 
Not in favor of "u):)i on sho~')" 61.7 92.9 48 . 7 
No Opinion 6 . 6 1.5 39.6 

ARE YOU IN FAVOI\ OF LAilOH :rnmrs? 6/18/39 

I n favor of: "clcsed shop" .:J3 . 9 2.9 7 . 4 
Not i n fc.vor >f '

1closed ~hop " 54.6 89.0 36 . 9 
No Oplr,ion 11 .5 7.3 55.7 

I 



Table III 

DISTRIDUT!CN CF 'l'LOSE I'.'HO \":OULD FORBID DEFE%"E STRIKES 

SliOULD TF!B COVEnt[ 'E~:T ?'RBID STRIKES I~ I11JUSTRIES : lt..~!FACTUJU:'G : 'ATERIALS 
FOR OUR 'lA'::IOIIJ.!. DEFEr!.SE, OR S!iO:IT.U T~J: V/O!EERS I ., T OSF. I!:J>I'STRIES CO?'TIHUE 
'fO FIA1/1 r:!!'; RIG!:T TO STRIU? 

Ocoup~:.tiou 

Professional 
fo'ar:ne rs 
Uc.na~<n·•1 
Clerl<s 
Skilled \'iorkeru 
Semi-Sk.llled 
!~Ul'M Lllbo ~·ers 

Una!:illed 
Sorvc.nt s 
llo Ansv:er 

Union ~mborship 

None 
CIO 
J\FL 
Others and 
Unspecified 

Forbid 

76.4~ 
8<> . 8 
82.8 
7f}.l 
70 . 1 
69 . 6 

70.0 
74~ . 5 
7?.3 

79 . 2 
5·1 . 1 
63 . 9 

58 . 5 

lfavo 
!lit:;ht 

20.9% 
0.5 

14.2 
21.6 
25 . 6 
25.9 

21.3 
23 .0 
17 . 2 

16.6 
:se .s 
30 . 8 

33.0 

No Opinion 

2. 7/~ 
5.7 
:s .o 
:S.3 
4.3 
4.5 

0.7 
1:. 5 
5. 5 

4. 2 
7. 4 
5.3 

o.s 



Table III (oont'd) 

H!COi:E GROUPS DY SECTION 
Forbid Rnve ·No O~inion 

New Ene:land Richt 

Upp~r n .1% 23 . l~ 3 .8% 
liidcJ.l e 75.! 22.0 2 . 9 
Lower 61 . 6 29.1 6 .3 

!.!iJdlo Atlantic States 

Upper 76.4 21.1 0.5 
:~io.lcl1e 75.1 22 .0 2.9 
I.omlr 67 . 4 26.1 6. 5 

Ee.st Contral S'.;ates 

Uppor ?B.G 15.6 5 .8 
k·~hktl0 76.8 19.1 1 . 1 
Lowor 70 . 5 21.6 7.9 

West Cuntre.l States 

Up?or 81.4 15.5 3.1 
:;iddle 79.2 16.0 1.8 
Lower 7(:.1 13 . 5 7. 4 

South 

Uppor 67 . 1 9.D 3 .0 
:~idoile !12.9 5. 5 1.6 
Lovt~"Jr 85.7 9.6 4.7 

Rocky !.!ounto.in Cto.tos 

Upp·~r 80 . 7 H.O 5.3 
Hid•ile 77 . 9 19.1 3.0 
Lcv,~r 79 . 9 16.6 3.5 

Pa;:ific Statee 

Uppor 76 .0 21.3 2.7 
tliddle 7:).3 23.:3 3.4 
Lower 7:; . 6 z1.a 4.6 



1'ab1o III (cont'd) 

SIZE OF TOWN BY SECTION 
l!e.ve 

F'orbid Rit;ht No Opinion 

New Eng1o.nd 

Farm 
Smull tovn 80 . 5 13.~ 5 . 5 
2500-10,000 
10,000-100, 000 69 . 4 27. 5 3 . 1 
100,000-over 62 . 5 ;s ;; . 2 4 . 3 

;•iJdle Atlantic &tates 

Fa;.·n 8G . 4 10 . 6 •1.0 
So·;.ll 1;ovrn 63 .0 1:) .3 ;) . 7 
2500-10,000 0 . 1 1(). 5 2. 1 
10. 000··100. 000 72.8 21! . 8 2. 4 
100,000-over 63 . 8 ~J . 3 6.9 

Ee.st Cen b ·a:. Sto.tes 

Fnnn 61. 7 9 . 4- 5.9 
Su:all t O'I-1!1 88 . 7 7 . 8 3. 5 
2500-10,000 7!> . 5 15. 2 5.3 
10,000-100,000 75.0 19. 2 5 .8 
100, 000- over 63 . 8 29.3 6 . 9 

West Central St>1tes 

F'arm 81.0 9.5 9.5 
• Sonll ·cO\m 82 .8 13.5 3 . 7 

25J0-10,000 80.9 15. 0 4 . 1 
10,000-lDO,OOO 65 . 1 2G.ti 3 . 5 
100,000- ovcr 68.5 27 . ':!: 4 . 0 

Sou-th 

Farro: 90 . 1 4.7 5 . 2 
S1aall town 90 . 1 7.3 2 . 6 
2 ';00-10,000 88 . 1 8 . 7 3 . 2 
10,000-100,000 !39 . 6 G. 2 2 . 2 
100 OOO··•)Ver I Hl.O 17. 8 1.2 

Rocky 1.:ou.1~ .. lin Si;o. tes 

Farm 74.6 19.5 5 . 9 
:}Jnnll town 713. 6 171.6 3 . 8 
2500-10,000 fl1. 5 12 . 7 2.8 
lO,C00- 100,000 Gl.8 18. 2 
100. 00·)-;)ver 81.4 16. 9 1.7 



Pacific States 

Faz·m 
Small town 
2500-10,000 
10,000-100,000 
100,000-over 

Table III ( ~ont•d) 

SIZE OF TC~~ BY SECTION 

Forbid 

82. 4 
81.4 

63 .8 

Ilave 
!light 

13.2 
1-1 . 2 

32 . 5 

' 

!io Cpinion 

4 .4 
•L 4 

3 . 7 



• 

--

Uevt Ent;lt.nd 

Under 30 
30-49 
50 anc~ ove1· 

Middle Ai~lantic Stat<3s 

Under 3(: 

30- 40 
GO o.nc'! c:ver 

Eost Ce~~ro.l States 

Under 30 
30-49 
50 and c; Te !" 

I Jest Ce:1i:rnl 3tv.t<3s 

Under 30 
30-4~ 
50 ancl over 

South 

Under :50 
30-49 
5') an~l over 

R ' " t . <'t ... oc~oun a.1n .., a.,.es 

Uader ;;o 
3•.) - 4!) 
50 D.'!Hl cnrer 

Pacific . .)i:ntes 

:J•,der :~o 

3G-4~· 

GCI on..! c:.<er 

Table lii (oont'd) 

AGE BY SEC1'IOIT 

Forbid 

64 . 0% 
72 . 1 
76 .0 

65.0 
72. 6 
'17 • G 

66.2 
75 . ~ 

79 . 6 

'(fjJ• 

'/8 . 2 
77.7 

85. 5 
91.3 
87.3 

75.3 
78.2 
82 . 11: 

73 A 
71. 3 
70 . 8 

, 

~ ,.,. u~: 
v.:.J .. 1u 

22 . 9 
10 . 7 

i.~S . '7 

~4.,P. 

16.9 

28 . 13 
::.s.2 

H1 - <i 
HLE 
17 .0 

5.4 
9 • .3 

l.•l.2 

25. 9 
23.6 
16.5 

No Opinion 

2 . 2~·; 
4.7 
5 . 3 

5.3 
2.8 
5.5 

5. 0 
5.6 
6.7 

3 . 2 
3 . 3 
3.~ 

1.1 
3 . 2 
. . 4 

0.7 
5.1 
4 . 7 



• 

--

'l'ab1e IV 

THOSE VIHO BELIEVE UANY ffiHON LEADERS ARE RACKSTEERS 

DO YOU B.>L!EVE T5hT IIANY LJ.BOR ONION LfW)ERS AR' Rfi.C!~S? 10/7/41 

Yes No .!!2_ Opinion 

National 73 . 2% 17 . 1% 9. 71. 

Econot1ic Status 

Vlealtny 80 .0 16.0 4 .0 
.hvera.~e + 79.8 16.2 4 . 1 
Avera:e 77 . 2 15.1. 7 . 7 
Poor 71.0 19. 2 9.8 
Cn Rolief 65.9 19.0 15. 1 
Old A:;e Asst. 75 .8 7. G 16 .7 

l 'f.O 

Undet• 30 73 . 4 18. 4 8 . 2 
Z0-4D 74. 7 17.1 8.2 
~0 end over 73 .8 16. 1 10. 1 

Combined with : w:::.:3TBROOK PEGLER , TliE N31'1SPAPER WRI'I'ER, SAYS THAT !.':ANY 
UN IO!l f.EtJ).EHS ARE RAI'XE'rEEP.S . DO YOU AGP.LE OR DISAGREE? 
3/7141 

Union J:ombershi!l Agr'3e Disagr ee No Opinion 

Kone 76 . 1% 13. 35! 10. 6% 
CIO 56.0 34..6 9 . 4 
/IFL 58 . 5 33.7 7.8 
Cthtrs e.n<i 
Un s;.floified 67 .5 21 . 'I 10.8 

\ ,ESTBRClOK PEGLER, TilE HE".:l?APER l'iRI'l'ER , SJ\YS T!.AT SOt:!:. Tr.'IO' LEADERS ARE 
RAC!:£'.!'l'}R$. DO YOU J.GRF.E OH OISAGREE? 3/7/11 

Union l'omborship J.e,rso D1se.rree No 2Eini on 

lionf' 76. 6% 4.4% 19.0% 
CIO 75. ;) 16 . 2 6. 6 
j.FJ, 82.6 8.7 8.7 
Oth\trli and 
Unapcoi!'ied 75 .0 10.7 14.3 



. . -
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'fable V 

DO YOU THINK I1~DUSTR:CAL (DUSINESS) LEADERS ARE rrl':LPING THE N· TIONAL 
DEFENSE PRODUCTION PROGIW~ AS !:.UCH AS TIJEY Sl;CULD? 5/29/41 

Econor:~ic St&tus 

U?pEr 
Ave r·nge 
Lowe r 

?r<..'f~~ ~iona.1 

Farr.aers 
Mrull.;:;ers 
C, "'J'''" - - t-... v 

Skilled Laborers 
Sem:. --flkH1ed Le.boreJ's 
Unsl~illed Laborers 
Servopt;s 
No lt.."'lEWer e.nd othETEl 

Yes 

55.2% 
13 . 8 
37 . 9 

119 .5 
"6 4 v • ~ 

1.9.8 
{~8. 7 
42.4 
~~').0 

32.1 
45.5 
S7 .4 

No 

't , , c.d 
V"• .- • J1 v 

-11 ,. !) 

4::; . 2 

d < I 
•• \# ' • 

4.:~ . 7 
3~}. 7 
3 ., .:: .. ' 
42 . 1 
42.0 
4'7 . 7 
36. 6 
42.9 

No Opinion 

12.3% 
11 . 3 
18.9 

7.4 
20.9 
19. 4 
13 . 8 
15~5 
15.0 
20.2 
17.9 
19.6 

DO YOU THI~H{ UNION LE:ADl~RS ARE HELPIN'G THE HATIONAL DEFENSE PRODUCTION 
PROGR!Hl. .t<.S Ir!UCH AS T1iEY. SHOULD? 5/29/41 

Euonom:i." Stnt\1s 

Upp·~ r 

Ave!'nce 
Lovr~r 

!?_ccupo.·~ion_ 

Professio::lt.\1 
Farners 
JJian!lg•n· s 
Clerks 
S:dll13d Laborers 
Seni - Ski lltJd Laborers 
Un:;killed ;..a.borerli 
S~1·vaots 

llo r~..n swer and othere 

Yes no No Opinion 

6.5~ 88 . 0% 5. 5% 
11.4 80. 5 8.1 
1~- . 3 71.3 13 . 4 

6 .4 86.8 6.8 
"' 6 t> . ALl 12 . 3 
B.8 85 .3 6 .0 

10.5 92. 5 7.0 
12 .9 :Jl. l 6.0 
22.6 eG .s 10. 9 
21.1 €5 .7 13.2 
20.2 (!9 .7 10.1 
9.4 7G.? 14 .4 



frial ~abula~ione on 
came 1n froa Hadle7 Can~r11. 

Dec•ber 6, 1941 

(~ be 4~ ott final figure) 

1. Should the United S~at .. take etepe now to keep Japa 

from beooaing more powerful eTe.n it thh 111ea.n1 rhlt1DC a war 

with Japan! 
6~ .. Tee 
rof, .. No 
11~ - No Opinion 

2. DO you thi.nk the United statea will go to war e«ainet 

Japan eoae t1 .. in the near tuture! 

61:' .. ! .. 
?:lf. - No 
22:' - llo Opinion 

3 , (Jro• earlier ballote eent to Ne1eon) Hitler ·~· he hae no 

1ntereet 1n south America. Do you believe hia! 

4/f. .. Tee 
8~ - lfo. 
9~ - No Opinion . 

1 



I 

.p,s.F, P~c. ~.,.._ f>~ 
"' I c; +I 

Respectfully forwarded to the President : 

E.M.W. 

-
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12-11-41 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON : 

Anna Rosenberg thought the President 
and you might be interested in the results of 
the Gallup Poll , taken befor e the outbr eak of 

. war with Japan, and now more than 2/3 tabulated . 

1 . I f t~is copntry should get i nt o 
war with Japan, do you think we will win or • lose? 

Win Lose • No opini on 

92% 1% 7% 
2 . Do you think that at the present 

time our Navy is strong enough to defeat the 
Japanese Navy? 

Yes No No opinion 

80% 4% 16% 

ld 
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-.'u.l, *fan \11&\ ~an~ .,.tap at; allla 
~ It'• 1IU •.uu a t1c"!Jic ebaan• attl.wde 
11. tile ._..,a the ue •-" attitwle. I ' 

• 

• 

• 

. . 

' 
• 

• 

f 

• 

• 



) 
Princeton Publio Opinion Projeot 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DESIRE TO HELP ENGLAND AND RX:PECTATION OF WINNER 

1940 1941 

MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR A PR MAY JUN Jl 

....... 
l)<j.., 

90 
J:~ 
!!""' 

!~ 
80 

... ~ 
Vl ~!i 
UJ ... 
1- 0 0 

0 70 ~ .... 
• 

~~ > 
• 

-' I 
<( r. 

0> 60 • 
1-

""' 0 ~ ...... 
1- Wa pt to h 1p Eng1 and, 

!-" 
LL 50 thin ~ Englru d will .n.n• 
0 ·--1-

z 
UJ 

40 
•. . 

() . 
0! 
UJ 

30 0.. -
~ . ~ 

20 - :0 

- ~-" 
. 

~ 
Want o help ~ng1and 

. . , IQ -
~ .),. ~ 

r-e-u de o4·" n-w .& 
•v• \-'' Ww t to he p Engl• nd , _ • . - ., . 

~ i.nJc Germ 
.... ~ J;,.rf ~ 

~- .:<: . th IllY wil win • . . . , ,., ... 
~ 

I • 

• 
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Dear Wra. Roaenberc• 

81noe all et thue queationa were c the 110at reoent Otlllap pc»ll • 
I aa tJ"U~int; yw and your trimd not to ~t etlaere in Waehingt.a 
know about thtm. The old p-oble• ot property r1pta - pllaa the taot 
that it oertaill S~tore knew about thh they would raiae hell w11;b 
Gallup aD4 hil taith ill me would be ahaken. 

!he third quution (whieh ahowa a ali&ht n r iatian tr0111 the 
trial t1pret I &aTe you) Will be publiahed 011 8&~7• 

I haTe arrllll&t4 theae queetiona 1n rank order ot a aort -
Mat nan-inteJ'TelltiOiliat at the top. T.a will eee ho. iapenant 
it 11 te lean ll&lrf lllldera at onoe trr the oontext uba eo 111110h 

41tferenoe 1n ruult•• The final oonoluaion 11 olear. 

In reprd te the eeoonll queationo Silloe the ~eural peiub of 
Tiew ot the oCNnt ry ia tor all 011t ai4 aDd ainoebe Prea14ent•e 
pc»J;Ularity 11 etill at an all tbte hip (arOUD4 ~) and a1Doe 
people are unr nry elear abent apeoitie •1* to in.t~ 
their central att1tu4M, I weuld bi1l&Jiiih!D& that ahwld the 
Pret14ellt ocae out tor oonTOya or other epeoitio a14 that ae 
week later abeut the aue renlta would. be ttlmd on queation 2. 
At ~~ halt the pe];U.lation will follow whateTer he <leta. at 
~-~ 16 per oent will be ahead of hS.. at leaat 16 per oat 
wwld. llilacree with hila. 

Should it ae• adYU&bb to inters oabinet Mlibera. eto. et 
tlle ceural atate et epinion. I oeuld. work liP a o1Dti4ential 
~U~Urandua baaed em J;Ub llahed reaulta aDd 011 ~ 111m atutt thd 
I would b e free te pa11 out. 

• 
' 



Interrlering done Kay 7-17. 

If you were asked to vote today on the question of the Uui ted i ta. tel 
entering the wa.r against Gei'IDII.ey and Italy, ho9r woul d you vote - to 
go into t he war, or to 1ta.y out of the war? 

29 Go in 
66 Stay out (rise ot about 7 peroeut in last 10 days) 

5 lfo opinion 

n. you think President Roo~&velt has &One too tar in his polioies ot 
helping Britain, or not tar enough? 

19 Too fa.r 
53 About rit}rl; 
18 Not tar enough 
10 No opinion 

Whioh of these two things do you think is more important fo r t he United 
Sta. tea to try to do' 

40 To keep out of war ourselves, or 
56 To help England, even a.t t he risk of getting into the war 

If Ge~ and Italy s hould defeat Britain i n the present war, do you 
think Ge~ and Italy would start a. war against the United States 
wi tbiu the next ten years ? 

62 Yea 
29 lio 
9 lio opinion 

Would you rather see Britain surrender to Gei'JIIIII.ey t han have the United 
States go into the war? 

26 Woul d ratbllr see Britain surrender 
62 Would rather have u.s. go into war 
12 lio opinion 

Should th8 United States lla'YY be used to guard ships carrying war 
~~~aterials to Britain? 

64 Ye s 
39 lfo 

7 lfo opinion 

If i t appears oertain to you t hat Britain will be defeated unlesa we u1e 
part of our navy to proteot ehipa goi ng to Br itain, would you favor, or 
oppose, auoh oonvoya? 

73 Favor 
23 Oppose 
4 No opinion 

Do you think that if our navy guards ships oarry1ng war materials to 
Britain, this will get Ul into the wa.r? 

• 
74 Yes 16 No 10 No opinion 



So• people aay tb&t it the United Ste.tea goea on helping ~land• Genuey 
•Y atart a war againet our oountr,-. Do you think we ahould oontinua to 

I 
help ~land. enn it we run this riakt 

16 Yea 
21 llo 

S lio opinion 
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~PSf:P~~~ 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

Ofi'ICI OP PUWC OPINION 1\I!SIAJ.CH 
lOX UP 

PI.INCITON, NBW .IEI\SBY 

September 13, 19U 

Dear Kre. Rosenbergs 

I just returned t"r0111 a short holiday and a aeries of 
oonterenoea. Will try t o get you a oomplete report on publio 
opinion very shortly. 

In the- ~~~eantime, I thought the follOwing BiDt:le result 
.ould be of interest to the President. 

"Should the United States take atepa now to lceep Japen f'r0111 
beo0111ing more powerful , even if this 11111ana rhking war with 
JapanT" 

Yea 67% 
Jro 19 
llo 14 

opinion 

Thh is the highest point yet reaohed on thh question. 
These results are fr0111 interviewing made during the latter part of 
August. During the latter part of July the "Yea" mawere to the 
identioal question were 62 per cent. 

The Preaident llli&}lt be interested in tile eeotional 
brealcdownas 

Rooky Mountai n etatea 
South 
Pao1t1c Coast 
tlew Eng land 
Middle Atlantio 
8Ut Central 
Weat Central 

Kra. Anna K. Rosenberg 
11 West 42 street 
tlew York City 

81% "Yea" 
76 
72 
72 
71 
62 
62 

Sincerely, 

}J~.~ 
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DIUJ ' ' z if ddliid 

~ Gallup Poll taken on followinc questions . 
Stated )>allots went out i>eptember 9, but that probably most of 
the interviewinG was done o.!'ter the President• s talk . These are trial tabulations and not co~plete returns . 

Question I - Do you bel ieve the U. S. Navy should shoot at 
German submarines on si[ht or should our ships wait 
until they are attached? 

a . 
b . 
c . 

Shoot on si@"l t 
•fait until attaoked 
llo opinion 

- 57~ 
- .35~ 

8% 

Question II- Do you think the U. 1) . !Javy should b o used to 
convoy ships carryinG war materials to Britain? 

a . Yes 
b . No 
c . llo opinion 

• 
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Percentage of Vote 
for Roosevelt 

54% or ov~r 

47% to 53% 

(::::::::::) 46% or undM 

ELECTION RESULTS 1940 
PercentaQe of Vote for Roosevelt 

Electoral Vote 
For RooseveiL453 
For Willkie _____ 78 



Percentage of Vote 
for Roosevelt 

54% or ovt1r 

47% lo 5.J% 

[::::::::::) 46% or undtlr 

PRE- ELECTION GALLUP POLL 1940 
Percentage of Vote for Roosevelt 

Electoral Vote 
For Roosevelt_283 
For Wlllkle ___ _ 248 
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