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Responding emands from All Parts
of the United States, The Literary Digest

Plans Another NATION-WIDE POLL
on the Foremost Question of To-Day

T e e e e

Fellow Citizen:
ARE YOU NOW FOR OR AGAINST

THE ROOSEVELT POLICIES?

Two years and eight months ago Franklin D.
Roosevelt was inaugurated as President of the United
States.

In the first year of his administration many
"New Deal"™ policies and organizations were formulated
and put into operation. The NRA (Natiomal Recovery
Administration) came into being with its numerous
codes. Wide controversy arose because it was claimed
that many of these new poljcies had not been defined
during the preelection campaign and that other policies
promised by the Democratic platform and candidate had
been abandoned. On the other hand these claims were
denied by spokesmen for the "New Deal.®™ The Literary
Digest was urged to poll the Nation to ascertain whether
the people at large approved or disapproved the "New
Deal" policies as far as they had been tried.

To ascertain whether this demand was suffi-
ciently universal The Literary Digest, in March-April,
1934, took a preliminary poll of 65,000 voters. The
response was heavy and the interest great. The results
of this test poll showed 69.03 per cent "for" and 30.97
per cent "against"™ the Roosevelt "New Deal" program.

Convinced of the wide demand and interest
The Literary Digest went ahead in May-June, 1934, with
a Nation-wide poll of approximately ten million voters.
The result showed a change of percentages to 61.15 per
cent "for" and 38.85 per cent "against" the Roosevelt
"New Deal"™ policies.

This marked difference in two months was
noticed and widely commented on, coupled with demands



that we recheck the origipnal 65,000 voters and find out
once meore what they thought of the "New Deal," and
whether they had changed their minds.

Accordingly the same question was mailed
again, in August-September, 1534, in precisely the same
way, to the same 65,000 voters who had been polled in
March-April. This time, five to six months after the
first test, the result was 50.97 per cent "for"
(instead of 69.03) and 45.03 per cent "against" (instead
of 30.97).

Naturally these results have increased
rather than ended discussion, and now ancther year
has passed, during which the "New Deal® activities and
agencies have multiplied, and the United States
Supreme Court, by a unanimous decision, has declared
the NRA unconstitutional.

This decision, of course, did not invalidate
all the numerous "New Deal®™ policies, bureaus, commis-
sions and other agencies, and controversy is more
heated than ever as to popular approval of the "New
Deal,"” and as to whether the result of the August
e@loction in Rhode Island does or does not indicate
correctly the sentiment of voters in the West, South,
Horth, and East of the Nation.

It has been the practise of The Literary
Digest for many years to discover and report the true
oepinions of eitizens in all parts of the Nation.
Therefore we must respond to the demands for a new
Nation-wide pell on the Roosevelt policies.

Are wyou for them or against them NOW, after
two years and eight months of trial?

Flease mark your answer with a ecross (X)
on the secret balleot card encleosed herewith, and mail
the card back to The Literary Digest at once. It
requires no postage stamp.

Your personal vote is of critical and imme-~
diate importance, as a new presidential campaign draws
near. All citizens of the United States who believe
in President Reoosevelt's "New Deal" policies will
mark a eross (X) under "YES" on the enclosed card. All
who disapprove them will make a cross (X) under "NO."

DD NOT FAIL TO VOTE ONE WAY OR THE OTHER!

The results of this Literary Digest Foll will
be read and accepted as accurate by the leaders of the
Nation, as all the other Literary Digest Nation-wide
polls have been proved to be accurate. MNo political
purpose nor desire for either approval or disapproval
1s suggested in these polls. They reflect the real
sentliment of the wvoters because they are always
strictly impartial.

You will not wish to miss a single issue of
The Digest containing the articles which tabulate and
analyze the returns of this vitally important Poll, as
well as the great wealth of other articles by which The
Digest is bringing its readers into contact with all
the significant events, movements, and problems of
modern life, both in our own Nation and in the greatly
disturbed nations of the old world; with opinions on
both sldes of controversial subjeects. In these
eritical days the necessity for such service is so
imperative that Alvin Macauley, President of the
Fackard Motor Company, expresses the opinion of
business men everywhere when he says, "The Literary
Digest means a great deal to me. I couldn't get along
without it."

You will of course read with special interest
not only the issues of The Literary Digest which con=-
tain reports of the Nation-wide Poll on the Roosevelt
poliecies but also the many articles deseribing and
interpreting the important developments of the coming
year. Doubtless you have noticed the improved
editorial program of The Literary Digest and will find
all of the forthcoming issues more and more inter-
esting and informative.

Mark wyour Ballot and mail it now, and
remember: It will not cost you even a one-cent postage
stamp to vote, and no one will know how vou vote.

Very truly yours,

354-360 Fourth Avenue E‘éi:? Pf%#-

December, 1935
New York, N. Y.
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MEMORANDUM

October 9, 1940

TO: The President
The White House

FROM: Edward C. Eiocher

Here is the summary of a telephonic eross-examination
to which I subjected George Gallup last eveningi—-

His Ootober 1lst poll giving you 499 electoral wvotes
he assures me is reockoned on the conservative side. Subsequent
spot by spot returns are confirming the trend. He assured me
also that your pick-up of six points (moving from 46 to 52) in
our home State of Iowa sinoce September 20 is no fluke. He
double-checked and is oconvinced that there has been a definite
recession from Willkie since his two trips aoross our State.

On the question whether you should yield to the reported
pressure, coming from both inside and outside our own camp,
for a series of two-fisted, nsme-calling speeches by you, he
feels strongly you would have nothing to gain and everything
to lose by such e course. He feels that the technique so far
has been perfect, but that reasonably soon a speech amplifying
the theme of national unity == that you touched upon in your
Big Smoky Park speech == would be helpful, The same speech
could re-emphasize your efforts for pemce to counteract any
appeal by Willkie on that score to the potential draftees and
their mothers.

E- E‘q E.



THE DIRECTOR
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT o B
OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT REPORTS 9/} s
WASHINGTON, D. €. ; ;

February 15, 1941

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT:

Attached a poll on the question of
United States interest in the Far East,

which you may find very interesting.

/5

Lowell Mellett
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These figures come from a survey made by
the Princeton Public Opinion Research Project at
the end of December, 1940. The Project uses the
same sampling procedures and the same interviewers
as the Gallup Poll,

Two of these questions are now being re-
peated to note trends.

Hadley Cantril, Director
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QUESTIONS ON THE FAR EAST

Do you think Japan will try to seize possession of Singapore and the Dutch
East Indies?

Yes 40% Yo 23.8% Don't Know 36.2%

Some people say that if Japan got the Dutch East Indies and Singapore, she
could cut off supplies of tin and rubber from the United States. Do you
agree or disagree with this?

Agree 44 ,4% Disagree 28,6% No Opinion 27.0%

Do you think the United States should try to keep Japan from seizing the
Duteh East Indies and Singapore?

Yes 58.8% Yo 23.,0% No Opinion 18.2%
If "Yes" or "No Opinion", ask:

Do you think the United States should risk war with Jepan, if necessary, in
order to keep Japan from taking the Dutch East Indies and Singapore?

Yes 50. 6% No 30.1% No Opinion 19.3%
If "No", ask:
Would you change your mind about this if you could be sure the United States
could prevent Japan from seizing the Dutch East Indies and Singapore without
a long and costly war?

Yes 36.4% No 55.8% No Opinion 7.8%

Do you think the interests of the United States would be threatened if Japan

took Singapore and the Dutch East Indies?
Yes 59.8% No 20.3% No Opinion 19.9%
Iff "yes", ask: In what way?

10.6% Yes, no comment

18.8 Vould hurt U.S5. trade with the Far East _
10.3 Our commerciml interests in Far East would be threatened
0.4 Affect National Defense plans

14.8 Viould be cut off from supplies

11.8 Viould encourage Japan to further expansion

0.1 Would upset Status Quo

Endenger Phillipines and Hawaii

Japan would establish bases too close to U, S,
Might involve us in war

Axis powers would have access to Japanese bases
Undesirable psychological effect here and abroad
Would raise prices on essential products (imports)
YWiould threaten military security of United States
Because it would give Japan advantage over us

Would be another victory for Germany (Axis)

L] - - - L] -
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Would destroy social work done there by U. S,
Would be a threat to demoeracy
No and no opinion

o000
-
o= I I

How far would you say it is, roughly, from the United States to the
Dutch East Indies?

Less than 5,000
5,000 - 8,000
8,000 - 10,000
10,000 - 14,000
Over 14,000
Don't kmow 4

= Do

[ oo

#Qmmqﬁ

Do you happen to know where Singapore is? (K form only)

Yes (no further specification) 1,3%
Correct or near correct 17.7
Generally close 14.4
Correct as to Hemisphere 18,3
Other and incorrect 1.4
Indefinite 1.8
No 45.1

Do you happen to know whether or not Singapore is in the same part of
the world as Chine and India? (T form only)

Yes, it is 67.8% No, it is not 3.3% Don't Know 28,9%
Some people say that if Japan got the Dutch East Indies and Singapore,
she could greatly increase her own supply of o0il. Do you agree or disagree
with this?

Agree 50.1% Disagree 8.3% No Opinion 41.6%
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY otde
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Office of Public Opinion Re h
203 Eno Hall

Sundey night

Dear Mrs. Rosenberg:

Enclosed is the final tabulation on en interesting
question that will probably be reported soon.

Hs sty



As of late May, 1941

" If Roosevelt and our leading military experts ssy that Britain will
be defeated unless we go into the war in the near future, would you

favor, or oppose, going into the war within a few deys.
Favor 651 Oppose 41 Don't kmow 8

So far as you, personally are concermed, do you think Presidemt
Roosevelt has gone too far in his policies of helping Britain,
or not far emough?

Too far 22 About right 48 Not far emough 22 Don't B
Inow
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From Hadley Cantril

Office of Public Opinion Research

Latest Returns on Princeton Ballob

Interviewing done between
July 11th and July 19th [;qqt_]

-

The desire to help Britain at the risk of war, rather than to stay
out of war has maintained itself among approximately 607 of the

population since June lst.

Thich of these two things do you think is more important

|
| for the United States to try to do:
f 587% To help Britain,even at the risk of getting into war, or

37% To keep out of war ourselves,
5% No choice.

Which of these two things do you think is the more important --
61% That Germany be defeated, even at the risk of our
getting into the war, or
34/ That this country keep out of war,

5% No choice.
There has been a drop of approximately 6/ since June 1lst of those
who think the United States will go into the war, At present,

757 think the United States will sooner or later be involved directly

in the war.

The following question concerning war eims has been repeated since the

beginning of the war, and there have been no significant shifts in

percentages.

Vthich of these two statements do you think is closer to the truth?
577 Lngland is now fighting to preserve democracy against
the spread of diectatorship.
31% England is now fighting mainly to keep her power and
wealth.
28j% Both
4% No Opinion.

A majority of pauplé';- before the Japanese move into French Indo=China -=

believed that the United States should risk war to keep Japan from

becoming more powerful.

e,
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Should the United States take steps now to keep Japan
from becoming more powerful, even if this means risking
a var with Japan? '
524 Yes
H 31% No
17% Yo opinion.

657 believe that Germsny and Italy would start a war against the

United States within the next ten years if England is defeated in

the present war.

247, do not think so.

11% have no opinion.

The following two questions, posing the issue of continued aid to
Britain in view of the Russo-German war, show that opinion on this

question is stable and not influenced by the deliberately posed

biased questionse.

Some people say that since Germany 1is now fighting Russia,

as well as Britain, it is not as necessary for this country

to help Britain. Do you agree, or disagree, with this?
727% Disagree

} 204 Agree
/ 8% No opinion.

/ Some people say that since Germany will probably defeat
Russia within a few weeks and then turd her full strength
against Britain, it is more important than:ever that we
help Britain. Do you agree, or disagree with this?

71% Agree .

\ 19% Disagree
—~—"' 10% No opinion.

The overwhelming majority of Americans still want Russia to win the

war with Germany.

In the present war between Germany and Russia, which side
would you like to see win -- Germany or Russia?
727 Russia
7 Germany
205 No difference
47 lo opinion.

Two-thirds of all those with opinions believe that we should try to

keep the Germans out of the islands off the west coast of Africa.
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(The following split wording indicates that when the President's
neme is used in this question the "No opinion" vote is reduced.)

President ltoosevelt said recently that in order to keep the
Germans out of North end South America we must prevent them
from capturing the islands off the west coast of Africa. Do
you think we should try to keep the Germans out of the islands
of f the west coast of Africa?

56% Yes

247 Yo . :

207 o opinion

It has been said recently that in order to keep the Germans
out of North =nd South America, we must prevent them from
capturing the islends off the west coast of Africa. Do you
think we should try to keep the Germans out of the islands
off the west coast of Africal

50% Yes :

gl%‘Yaa X

\2 9}'9 No ‘opinion.

The majority of people disagree with the theory that the United
States should back a peace movement to end the war now.
(When Senator Wheeler's name is used in this connection fewer
people subscribe to the idea.)
Senator Wheeler says that the power of the United States
sfiould be put behind a peace movement to end the war now.
Do you agree, or disagree, with Semator Wheeler's statement?
387 Agree
50;5 Disagree
17,7 Yo opinion
T+ has been said recently that the power of the United
States should be put behind a peace movement to end the
var now. Do you agree, or disagree?
43% Agree
48 Disagree
9,5 No opinion.
About 207 think we have gone too far in aid to England, another
20% think we have not gone far enough, and half the population
thinks we are doing sbout right in siding Britain.
+hen the question is worded using "aid by the United States",
-

as contrasted to "President Roosevelt's policies" more people



answer "Not far enough" when the govermment rather than the

President is involved. |

8o far as you, personally are oconcerned, do you think
President Roosevelt has gone too far in his poliocies
of helping ain, or mot far emough?

£20% Too far
55% About right
__—19% Nol far enough
6% No opinion.

So far as you, personally, are concerned, do you think
d States has gone too far in helping Britain,
. or not far enough?
18% Too far
h 49% About right
T————24% Nol far enough
9% No opinion.

11, Persons who identify themselves with a higher economic than

social group tend more than others to fall in the Non-Inter-

ventionlst campe.



Office of Publie Opinion Research .
liadley Cantril, Director

AP

DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN SUBJECTIVE JUDGMENTS OF
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STATUS

July 10, 1841

Income Group Idemtification Socinl Claess Identification

, (P TR UPPER  asiausenuens 4,9 rhudily i 2
649 coccmen- UFPER MIDDLE ~eeeeee-- lﬂ.E) Rl.2
' L JIDDLE mmecccmmaaa 65.8
hddloov | 986 ocemaae LONER MIDDLE =em-==m== 11,1
indet 2649 coececccaas = LOWER wccccaceanan 747
917 100.0 100.0
Discrepandies Percentage of total population
Same income and social class ---mc---e—cem—————- 54,3
SOCIAL class regarded 83 0N —==eeecoccmemc————aa 22.6
step higher
SOCIAL class regarded a8 2 2 ==ecemmccccccac—aa-- 17.6
steps higher
SOCIAL cless ragarded as §  —————=——-=——eceea-- 2e3
or more higher
INCAE group resarded as ong —=-—=c--mmeceeceea—aa 2.7
step higher
IICOIE proup regarded 8s 2 Or--—---—==—====-=—==== 0.5
more higher
SOCIAL class regarded as Ol =-cemmmcmmaccnaa—a—— 42,5 »#

CR MCRE STTFP3
HIGIER

Questions: What income group do you feel you are & member of?
What social class do you feel you are & member of?
‘ INCOME GROUP
SOCIAL CLASS Upper Upper liiddle Middle Lower liiddle Lower Total
UPPBI' 17.3 10.4 36.8 13.2 2243 100.0
. (62.5) ( 7.4) ( 4.4) ( 2.7) ( 4.0)
Upper l.:iddl'ﬂ E.E 44.8 3243 15.1 4.9 100.0
(22.5) (68.8) ( 8.2) ( 6.8) ( 1.9)
Middle Do 2.4 53.6 22.2 21.5 100,0
(15,0) (23.3) (85.4) (62.1) (62.6)
Lower Middle 0.0 013 4,9 57.9 36.9 100.0
( 0.0) ( 0.5) ( 1.3) (27.2) (15.1)
Lower 0.0 0.0 3.9 3.6 9245 100.0
( 0.0) ( 0.0) ( 0.7) ( 1.2) (26.4)
Total (100.0) (100.0) (100,0) (100.0) (100.0)



FROM:
SUBJECT:

June 16, 1941
MEMORANDUM
Mres.Anna M. Rosenberg
Hadley Cantril

The state of public opinion subseauent to the President's
Speech of May 27.

These results are based on ballot sent out May 29 which means the
bulk of the interviewing was done during the first week of June.

There were several slight but significant shifts in opinion from the
middle of May to the time in which these results were gathered. Most
noteworthy are: :

1.

Slight rise in the percentage willing to aid England even at
the risk of war. This slight rise stopped a drop that had been
goling on since the German successes in the Balkans.

The percentage of those who think the United States will go
into the war has reached a new high point.

There is evidence from prelimimary analysis of data not inclu-
ded below that the intensity of feeling of both the interven-
tionists' znd non-interventionists' side is increasingz. This
shift in intensity is not revealed by changes in the direction
of opinion.

The latest results of interest are the following:

1.

Which of these two things do you think is more important for the
United States to do:

39% to keep out of war ourselves, or

58% to help Britain, even at the risk of getting into
the war?

3% no choice

Which side do you think will win the war - Germany and Italy
or Britain?

16% Germany and Italy
55% Britain

6% draw
23% undecided

(¥OTE - The reaction to Britain's defeats this spring hed a
very different effect on public opinion than the conguest of



TO0: Mrs. Anna M. Rosenberg
June 16, 1941

3.

the Lowlands and France as far as this particpilor usstion

goes. Since the successful conquest of the Balkans the per-
centage who think Britain will win has dropped =bout 28 points.
However, there has not been any such rapid rise in the percentage
of those who feel that Germany will win as there was at this time
last year when more people thought Germany would win than thought
Brngland would win. This is certainly due to the fact that npeople
are now identifying themslevee more with Britain's Battle and
assuming that Britain will win with United States help even
though this is not quite explicit in the question itself.)

Do you think the United States will go into the war in Europe some
time before it is over, or do you think we will stay out of the war?

83% will go in
12% will stay out
5% undecided

If vou were asked to vote today on the question of the United States
entering the war now agalnst Germany and Italy, how would you vote -
to go into war now, or to stay out of the war?

26% go in
69% stay out
5% no opinion

Do you think the United States Navy should be used to guerd (convoy)
shire carrying war materiasls to Britain?

535 yes
36% no
6% no opinion.

(IOTE - This figure is based on trial tabulations and may vary
approximately 4% from the final figure which will probably be
publis hed within the next ten days. This large majority in favor
of convoying is higher than it has been at any other time.)
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The President
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON, NEW JER
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Dear Mrs. Hosenberg:

July 5, 1941

Enclesed are some brief summaries of latest results
for the FPresidemt and Mr., Wimant, together with some questions
and figures, If you prefer that I send data direot to Mr,
Winant just let me Iknow the mechanism and I shall de se.

Altheugh these are all trial tabuletions, the oomm-
clusions seem se olear that I am sending them em at ence, I
shall get a final, mere cemplete repert te you shortly. I am
sending enly what seems mest importamt. If you er amyome else
ever care te see mere complete findings Just let me kmow,

These new questiens are all en Gallup's ballet, all
were my suggestiens. But they are Gallup's property to be
published, hemoe te be kept cenfidential.

I am breathing more easily temight to see the Catholiocs
following aleng and wanting Russia to win, Most differemces are

beginning te clese, » D)
h; My 1

You msked about the Prebident's speech. I believe the
main reasen it had comparatively little effect was that he failed
te indicate any new, overt poliecy that peeple could readily oon-
ceptualisze,and that the "national emergemoy” meant little whem
it required me chsmge whatever in daily life. The same with Enex
and conveys - the majority already want conveys and must wonder
why we don't cenvey if Kmox, too, is in faver of the idea, I
still feel confidemt the great majority would faver same more dramatio
alid to Britain, if it were possible.

Emough editerializing.
As rnr,"

ity

Mrs, Anna M, Rosemberg
11l West 42 Btreet
New York City



From Hadley Cantril July 3, 1941

1.
2.

3.

be

1.

2e
Se

4.

5.

Summary Interpretations
of Latest Results

The Nasi attempt to emlist moral support for a holy war against
Russia has so far oompletely failed here,

The overwhelming majority of Americans want Russia to win the
war against Germany, Only four per cent want Germany to win,.

What slight change of opinion concerning aid to Britain has
resulted from the Russo-German war is mainly in the directiom
of favoring more ald to Britain, About sevem per oemt say the
German attaok on Russia has shifted their attitudes in favor

of more aid to Britain; about four per cent have shifted to less

aid to Britain,

The Russo=-German war has _p_a_t widened class or religious differemces.
Almost as many Catholics as Protestants, rich people as poor people

want Russia to win, Differemces between Catholios and Protestants,

rich snd poor are only around four per cent.

However, a fajority of people oppose helping Russia the way we are

Trends

Young people (under 30) of the upper income group are shifting
more rapidly towerd intervention than any other group.

Religious differemces ooncerning aid to Britain are deor
although Catholics still remain appreciably less mﬁ%’ﬂ.

Sex differences oconcerning aid to Britain are inoreasing slightly =
women average about 10 per cemt less interventionist than men.

More people are now giving as their reason for favoring aid to
Britain the milit advantages of a help-Britain polioy. It is
more gemerally assumed now that we shall sooner or later have to
fight the Naris. Reasons such as "If England loses, we lose" and
"Hitler is out to rule the world" are increasing; reasons dealing
with our own ideclogical stakes in a British viotory are deoreasing,

Fiftysfive per cent now favor convoys; 35 per ocemt oppose them; 10
per cent have no opinion,



PRELIMINARY REPORT

Interviewling done during last week of June

In the present war between Germany and Russia, which side would you
like to see win ~ Germany or Russia?

Total Catholics Protestants
Germany 3TN 6 4
Russia 78 " 66 74
Makes no 17 25 17
difference
No opinion 6 8 5

Which side do you think will win the war = Germany or Russia?

Germany 47
Russia 24
Draw 8
No opinion 2l

Has the new war between Germany and Russia changed your attitude
toward helping Britain?

Total Catholics Protestants

Yes 11 11 11
No 84V’ 63 83
No opinion B 5 8

If "Yes,": Are you'now more in favor, or less in favor, of
aiding Britain?

Total -
More in favor 67
Less in favor 3
No opinion 0

Should the United States govermment supply Russia with arms, airplaines,
and other war materials on the same basis thet we supply them to Britain?

Yes 37
No E3
Ko 10

Opina
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Do you think the United States Navy should be used to convoy
ships carrying war materials to Britain?

Yes i17]

No 36

No 10
opinion

So far as you, personally, are conoerned, do you think President
Roosevelt has gone too far in his policies of helping Bri ain, or
not far enough?

Too far 22
About right 56
Not far enough 17 &
No opinion 5

So far as you, personally, are concerned, do you think the U d
. States has gone too far in helping Britain, or not far enough?

—

Too far 1g
About right 47
Not fer enough 30
No opinion i
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH
Princeton University

Box 423

Prinoceton, N. J. Princeton 1714

September 17, 1941

The enclosed report is the first of a garies of
special studies that the Office of Public Opinion Research
hopes to get out during the next year. All reports sent you
should be regarded as striotly confidential.

The research of this office is financed by a
Foundation grant. Our results are based on surveys of pube
lic opinion which use methods comparable to the Gallup Poll

snd which have the same degree of reliability.

Hadley Cantril
Direoctor



COMFARISON OF OPINIONS OF THOSE WHO
DO AXND DO NOT LISTEN TO THE
PRESIDENT'S RADIO TALKS

CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

Office of Publio Opinion Research Hadley Cantril, Director
Princeton University September 17, 1941




(Note: The data reported here are based on surveys of opinion which use
the same methods as the Gallup poll. Thia report does not include the
effects of the President's speech of September 1llth. Date on this are
now belny getersd. IL is besed coa dete ozieizned altur Ths speecgos of
December 29th and of iay 27th.)

1. LISTEWING TO THE PRESIDENT VARIES WITH INCOME LEVEL. Among members
of the vzper scunomic truockets, The ratio in favor of listening to the
Prosidest's telke is abous £ : 1.

Ameng the middle class the ratio is around 3 : 1, and in the lower cluss
abou:z 1.5 : 1. {Zwe Table 1, appended) .

2. THOSE WZ0 LISTEN TO THE PRESIDENT'S TALKS ARE MORE INTERVENTIONIST.

For exauple, people in every economic group who listen to the President

a3 contrasted to those uf comparable economic groups who dc non listen ere
more ¢f The opinlon tha® (Table 2):

a, it is more important %o help England or
to defeat Germany them it is to keep ou®
of the war;

b. the President has not gone far snough in
providing aid to Britain;

¢. the U. 8. MNavy should be used to convoy.

The opinions of people of comparuble economic groups are compared since
there is a definite tendency for persons in the upper income groups to

bs more interventionist. It is of intorest to notice that on the yuestion
of aid to Britain at the risk of getting iuto %“he war vs, stay out of the
war, even the pesople of the lower economic brucize® whe Livcen to the
Fresident are more interventionist then those in the upper bracket who

do not listen to him. The rank order of intervanilonist opinion su this
question is:

Upper income who listen 76% help Euglend at risk of war
Middle 71%
Lower 67%
Opper ™ " Ju not listen  63%
Middle 58%
Lower 63%

S. THOSE W30 LLISTEN 20 '"HE PRESIDENT'S TALKS ARE MORE OF THE BELIEF
THAT THEY WOULD BE PERSONALLY AFFECTED BY A GERMAN VICTCRY. Here, again,
people who listen are more of this opinion than neonla whn do not listen,




irpespoctive of econcmic statue. The figzures are:

Upper incoms who listen 887 believe they would be perscnally affecoted
jiddle 78%
Lower 71/
Upper " "™ do not listen 66%
Yiddle 58%
Lewer 5C%

4. There was a rise of 9 percent in favor of aid to Britain the wesek fol=-
lowing the talk of Decerber 29th. (Table 3), This incressed gentimert
slipped baek, however, to its former lovel four weeks later. From other
data available and from comment onalysis, it appears that any increase

of interverticnist opinicn resulting from a Prasidertial radiu address
will »ot be meinteined upless the address anmounces or is shortly followed
by some setiaon.

Conclusion

It is impossible to ssparsts cause from eff'ect in the date so far obtained.
There is a well known tendency for psople not to listen to or to read what
they don't sgres with or praFfsr nos %o rusw, For exaxple, there is some
evidence that newspaper sales und audiences to news broadcasts are smeller
(by sbout 10%) when war news is of Germsn victories than when it is of
Allied suocesses.

However, the faet ths% peorls in all econcmis groups who listern are nore
for aid to Fngland end realize mors tha personal conseguencas of a Germen
wictory than persona in comparable sconomic groups who do not liston, makes
it seenm safe to concluds that ths President's tallks do have aoms influenece.
If more affort were mada Lo publiocire these apsechas in advancs, aspeaially
among the lower incoms groupa, the sffisot mizht he more noticocablae.




Table 1.

Lictening to President's Broadcast of May 27th by Eoonomiec Statuss

"Did you happen to listen to Presi-
dent Roosevelt's fireside chat Tues-

Egonomic Status day night (lay 27th)?"
Yos %o
Upper 86% 14%
Middle T4 26
Lower 58 42

*Those who listened to only & part of it or whe did not heer but
read the speech are cmitted.
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Sontlment Héi_z_t_

Wwhich of these two things
do you think is more im-
portant i'or the U.S. to
try to do (12/31/40):
¥osp out of war ourselves,
or
Help Britain,even at the
risk of zetting into the
wear?

(No answer)

So far as you,personally,
are ooncernsed,do you think
Fresident Rocsevelt has
gone too far in his policies
of helping Britain,or not
far enough? (5/29/41)

Too far

About right

Not far enough

Don't know

Do you think the U.S. Navy
should be used to guard
(convoy) ships carrying
war materiels to Britain?
(5/29/41)

Yes

No

o opinico

Upper.
Yes No
21% 32%
76 63

3 5
21 42
45 49
26 5

B 4
53 32
33 b9

4 g

e
enings.

Eronomic sStatus

2iddle
(Listening)
Yaa Eg
252 37%
73 58
2 4
19 22
51 48
28 16
5 14
Go 45
31 47
4 8

T e B e — e n

Lower
fes. Mo
31% 43%
87 53

2 [
15 21
53 50
26 12

& 17
62 47
32 41

(5] 12
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Opinion Before and After Fireside Chet of December 29, 1940.

December 16 December 31  January 22

g #Which of these kwo things do
' you think is more important
for the United States to try

to do: :

Keep out of war ourselves, 39% 21% 56%
Help Britain,even at the
risk of getting into the

war? o7 66 59

4 K 5

No Joinion
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Y PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Office of FPublie inion Research
Box 429
Princeton, New Jersey

November 17, 1941

Dear Mrs. Rosenberg!

Enclosed are some trial tabulations (maybe U% off
final returns) that just came in on an AIPO ballot. Some of
the questione are mine.

Particularly interesting are the second and third
questions which I have marked. These neatly illustrate the present
state of opinipn: at least 70 per cent of the people think we
must help defeat Germany at any cost. The majority of those with
opinione would favor sending an army to Europe IF THEY WERE CON-
VINCED THIS WERE NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE GENERAL GOAL THEY WANT

TO ACHIEVE.

The President may get the labor data via mnother
channel but I am including it here anyway.

I am wondering if the President would care for a
new edition of my trend charts - brought up to date. They tell
a nice story and there are many implications for strategy in them.

Will be in Washington tomorrow (Tuesday) but here
the rest of the week,
As ever,

Hadley

Mrs. Anna M. Rosenberg
11 West L2 Street
New York Clty



¥Which of these two things do you think is the more important -
28% That this country keep out of war
6% That Germany be defeated
3% No Choice.

If in trying to defeat Germany, it becomes necessary to send a

large American army to Europe, would you favor this step?
Yes - 47% No - 44% No Opinion - Qﬁp

It hae been suggested that Congrese pass a resclution declaring
that a state of war exists between the United Statee and Germany.
Would you favor, or oppose such a resolution at this time?

Favor - 29% Oppose = Elﬁ ¥o Cpinion - 10%

So far as you, personally, are concerned, do you think President

Roosevelt has gone too far in opposing Germany, or not far enought
Too far - 22% About right - 46%  Not far enough - 24
¥o Opinion - 8% / /

What do you think ie the most important iesue before the country

today? )

Are we going to enter the war? 31%

Speeding up the defense program 12

Getting supplies to Britain and allies 9

Defeating Hitler, retaining American
freedom and democracy

Eeeping out of the war

How far we should go in aiding allies

Preventing strikes in defense industries

Higher cost of living, increased taxes,

inflation

Promoting world peace

Meeting the cost of national defense

All others

No Opinion

=1 W W w

@ ;

2
107%*
*Percenteges add to more than 100 because some respondents

gave more than one answer.

Are you in favor o the "Closed shop" - that is, requiring every
worker in a compeny to belong to a union before he can be hired?

Yes - 17% No - 77% No Opinion - 6%
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Should the government forbid strikes in defense industries, or
should the workers in those industries continue to have the
right to go on s trike?

76% Should forbid strikes
18% Should have right to strike
4% Yo Opinion

What is your opinion of John L, Lewis?

72% Those who disapprove of John L, Lewls
14% Those who approve of him
14% Those who gave no opinion

Those who disapprove of John L., lewls give answers which
range from expressions of strong disapproval, including
recommendations of execution and deportation, to more
explicit comments as to why they disapprove. These last
include:

He is a radical, a Communist; his theorles and
practices are a menace to the country.

He ie a racketeer, out for as much money ae he can get.

He hae too much power,

He 1s trying to increase his personal power over busi-
ness and labor, would like a high political position,
wants to be president,

He ie umpatriotic, is taking advantage of the present
crisis.

He is out for personal revenge against Roosevelt,

He is in league with Hitler,

He 18 not fitted for the position he holds, is doing
labor more harm than good,

He is narrow-minded, sees but one side of the issue,

Those who approve of John L, Lewls include those who think
he is capable and sincere, is trying to help labor, has done
much for labor in the past, and thoge who, although they
approve of him in general, feel that he has overstepped him-
gelf this time,

Have you heard or read about the strike in the captive coal mines
which John L, Lewls called last month?

Yes - 84% ' No - 16%
Those who answered "Yes" were asked: Do you think lewie was
Justified in calling this strike?

Yes - (8%) No - (74%) No Opinion (18%)



Boonomio
Status

Middle

Age

Under 30
30 - 49
6O & over

Under 30
30 = 49
60 & over

Under 30
30 - 49
B0 & over

<" Gt ol

May=-June 1940 December 1940
Ballots # 196, 199, Ballots # 223, 804, 806
Eeep  Help No Total Keep Help No Total
Out Defeat Choioe Qut  Defeat Choloe
68% 1% 1% 100% 49% s0X 1% 100%
55 42 3 100 29 68 5 100
63 4“4 3 100 34 63 3 100
67 30 3 100 42 65 3 100
58 38 4 100 38 61 4 100
69 36 6 100 35 62 5 100
66 31 3 100 47 49 4 100
61 36 ¢ 100 43 63 4 100
68 27 5 100 45 61 4 100

Ereakdowns on the question: "Which of these two things do you
think is the more important for the United States to try to do-

= To keep out of war oursgelves, or
= To help Enpland win, even at the risk of gettinpg into

the war
(alternate on this last part = to defeat Cermany,
even at the risk of our getting into the war?)
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY ‘F'g\
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY "

Office of Public Opinion Research M
203 Eno Hall

May 20, 1941

Dear Mrs. Rosenberg:

Here is some more information. No late figures but
new presentations, eto,

Did you ever see Abe Lincoln's statement (made to
Douglas just after his inauguration): "What I want is to get
done what the ppople desire to have done, and the question for
me is how to find that out exactly."

As evaor,

=

Mrs, Anna M. Rosenberg
11 West 42 St.
New York City



Princeton Publio Opinion Research Project

SECTIONAL VARIATIONS IN ATTITUDE PATTERNS

"Which of these two things do you think is the more

QJuestioni
important for the United States to try to do -- To
keep out of war ourselves, or To help England win,
even at the risk of getting into the war?"
Keep out 35%
Help England 62%
No choice 3%
‘ | | 21%
317 || | 31
35% 36% 43% 40% | | *
64% 682% 52% E7% —1——176% | 68% T~ 65%
9, 3% 27.2% 22.0% 13.2% 12.2% 6.6% 9,6%
NEW MIDDLE EAST WEST SOUTH & ROCKY PACIFIC
ENGLAND ATLANTIC CENTRAL CENTRAL  SOUTHWNEST MOUN-  COAST
TAIN
1
Keep out Eséfand No cholce

sPercent of political sample of national population

April 25, 1941



Princeton Publioc Opinion Research Project

INTENSITY OF OPINION

percentage of population in each category.)

(Note: height of bars indicates relative intensity of opinion; width equals

Question: "Which of these
two things do you think is
the more important for the
United States to try to do--
To keep out of war ourselves,
or To help England win, even
at the risk of getting into
the war?"

:lia: 44%
[ v ] 7
_,E ] ? ——1  March 12, 1941
[t ] 3‘?_: e Keep out 32%
Help England 68
10% 1%f P %
3 £
: :
 [lor 3
o ||~ =
218
Keep | = | | Help
out | England
~ 189 — — 41%
— W W April 25, 1941
— s ] o Keep out 3%
L2 ) B Help England 63%
: 17%
IEF L 7
p b
L3 L]
o ©
g % i
i |2
Keep | . = ‘ elp
| JEngland

out
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F. O THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

9-26-41

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Anna Hosenberg gave me this for

you to read at your leisure.

E. M. W,
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CIVILIAN OPINION TCWARD ARMY MORALE

CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

Office of Public Opinion Researgh
Princeton University

Hadley Cantril
Doneld Rugg

Hovember 10, 1941
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THIS MEMO IS IN NO SENSE A THORCUGH STULY
OF THE PROBLEM. IT MERELY REPRESENTS A
SOMEVHAT MCRE THOROUGH ANALYSIS CF CERTAIN
DATA AVAILABLE WHICH MIGET BE OF PARTICULAR
INTEREST TO THOSE CONCERNED VWITHE THE PROB-

LEHM OF ARLY MNORALE.




In late August 1941, the American Instituts of Public
Opinion asked the question "From whet you have heard or reed,
do you think the spirit (morale) of drefted men in +ths Army
i3 good, or poor?". The Institute reported the following

national percentages:

Good 599
Fair 229
Poor 25%
Undecided 14%

More detailed comparison of the answers to this gques-
tion with the answers to other questions on the same ballot,
show three significant tendencies,

1. People vho personally lnow somecne in the army &are
able to give more opinions on army morsls - their "yadecided"
vote 1s O per cent as contrasted to the 29 per cent "un-
decided" vote of people not ecquainted with someone in the
army. (Teble 1) Adjusting for the "don't lmow" vote there
is, however, no difference betweon opinion as to whether
morale is good or bed in the army.

2. THOSE WHO ARE RELATIVELY SATTSFIED WITH THE STATE
OF ARMY TORALE ARE MORE INTERVENTICHIST THAN THOSE WHO ARE
MORE SEEPTICAL OF IT, For example people who thinl morale
is good believe more than others that President Roosevelt
has not pone far enough in helping Britaln, thet the law
should be changed to permit drafted men to be sent outside
the Western Hemisphere, that we should declare wor on
Germany, and that we should risk wer if necessary to pre-

vent further Jepanese expansion. (Table 2)

L]



3. Although persons in the upper income group are in
general more interventionist end althouph interventionists
have a higher opinion of army morale than non-interventicnists,
it mppears that uppsr income pecple do not believe army
morale is as high as lower income people do. (Table 3) This
apparent inconsistency turns out to be dus to the fact that
LCW INCOIE INTERVENTIONISTS WHO KNOYW SOMEONE IN THE ARMY
HAVE BY FAR THE MOST FAVORABLE OPINICN OF ARNY LORALE.
(Teble 4) It seems likely that a major reason for this
ctete of affairs might be traced to the grester contentment
of army men who come from low income femilies, whose stan-
dard of living end embitions have in peneral not been quite
so drastically changed, end whose morale is reflected by

those who know them and approve of a strong defense program.
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Comparison of the Opinions Toward Army Morale of Those Who do end
do not lmow Army len

Do you know snyone From whet you have heard or read, do you
personally who is in think the spirit (morele) of drafted men
the army now? in the army is good, or poor?

(tood Fair Poor Undecsided Total

Yes 4% 234  27% % 100%
No 34 19 18 29 100



Table II

Opinion on Army Morale Versus Opinions on Other Wer Issues

P'rom what you haeve heard
or read, do you think the
apirit (moraele) of drafted
men in the Army is pood,
or poor?

Good
Fair
Poor

Good
Feir
Poor

Good
Feir
Poor

Good
Fair
Poor

So far as you, personally, are concerned,
do you think President Roosevelt hes gone
too far in his policies of helping Britain,
or not far encugh?

About Not far
Too far Right enough  No Opinion Total

13% 547 29¢% A 100%
19 54 22 5 100
36 a9 21 5 100

The Army has asked Congress to chanre the
law which says drafted men cannot be sent

to fight outside of North or South America
or thisz country's possessions. Do you think
Congress shouid zlve the Arumy powsr to send
drefted soldiers to eay part of the World?

Tes Yo No Cpinion Total
449 5152 5% 100%
37 59 4 100
31 66 a 100

If you were asked to vote today on the question
of the United Statos entering the war against
Germany and Italy, how would you vote--to £o
into war, or to stay out .of the war?

Go In Stay Cut No Cpinion Total
28% 667 7% 100%
19 76 5 100
18 T8 4 100

Should the United States tale 8teps now to
keep Japan from becoming more powerful, even
if this means risking war with Japan?

Yes I'o No Opinion Total
T7% 159 8% 100%
£9 19 12 100
64 26 10 100



Table IIT
Opinions on Army Morale By Economic Status
From what you have heard or read, do you think

the spirit (morale) of drafted men in the Army
is pood, or poor:

Eeononle Stetus Good Feir Poor Undecided Toteal
Upper 33% 26% 30% 11% 1009
Middle 39 24 28 g 100
Lower 4.3 19 21 17 100

Teble IV

Comparison, By Economic Status, of Imterventionists and Non-interventionists
On the Cuestion of Army llorales

From what you heve heard or read, do you think
the splrit (morale) of drafted men in +he Army
is good, or poor?

Economic

Stetus Good Falr Poor TUndecided Total
Average ) Interventionist 38% 269 27% 9% 100%
or above )Non-Interventionist 33 26 33 8 100
Below ) Interventionist 54 18 15 13 100
average )Non-Interventionist 37 21 27 15 100

*For the purposes of this comparison, "intsrventionists" were defined

8s those who replied "yes" to the question; "The Army hes asked Congress
to chenge the law which says drefted mon carnet be sent to firht outside
of North or South America or this country's possessions. Do you think
Congress should give the Army power to send drafted soldiers to any part
of the World?". "Non-interventionists wsre dePined ns those who said "no".



can here appears convineced that the sun will never shine as
brightly after the storm as 1t 414 before. The German may visua-
lize the New Order in all its centraliszed glory, end the Briten
n.iglnfoiiilﬁ.fl!
:i?:ﬁ:?-!f%i’gll
&s the world he left behind him. Not that he doubts the military

EEE-E?"’I!%-‘!«.
Egnffﬂigiivr‘g:ﬂli
fnﬂ!wf'&ll«foin E‘E-ﬁlﬂ:n‘
the Job would be a lot sharper if he could look forward to some-
thing more than a few medals after it is all over.

iggﬂnuigifiu
They alse think they will pay higher prices




-2~ Swvey 1/I%4 g

HaXdore.secsssscnsnses89.9%
About the SaMGeeesveeeelBO
Not as hardececcccscvses Tel
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Thus, in one fell swoop, does the public dispense with

any notion that post=bellum life will be one of greater leisure.
More of the upper income groups think we will have to work
harder, doubtless because they are generally most worried by
economiec and social trends. The Negroes, fastory workers, very
poor, and unemployed are not so positive, but anywhere from 54
per osnt to 65 per cent of these groups count on working harder.
That a fairly big minority of unemployed should think folks will
work no harder or less hard probably does not spring from a
convietion that thelir enforced leisure will continue; indeed,
thelr answera to questions about employment after the war (below)
show they snticipate more employment than the aversge. Apparently
they are relatively less pessimistiec. Hope, as usual, springs
eternal in men who have little save hope to console them. .

¢/

After the present war s over, do you think people
will be before 1
m-"".:........m.l‘
About the ;l-.....ll-l
[88BcessvsnnarsnsesfloB

Don't NOWecesooss fd'
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In general, the same reaction patterns obtained here
as in the previous question. WNegroes and unemployed, for instance,
are less inclined to see lower wages. Combining the majority
opinion here with the majority opinien in the previous question,
we arrive at the synthetic opinion that people will work harder
for less. It could be argued that this eventuality would ocour
on a national seale only as the result of serapping mush labor-
saving machinery. But remember that people respond according
to the dietates of thelr feeling at the time. This reply msy
not seem strictly consistent with the previous ome, but there
is nothing inconsistent about the pessimism that provoked it.

1 line ¢

After the present war is over, do you think that people

will have to pay higher prices for things, about the smme for

Ml for th.l.na‘__i_‘.hm before it started?

Higher prices.......43.2%
About the same......20.4
| 7 T T AR ——— - N -
Don't MNnoWesessss-seaboelB

1l 1ine ¢
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By this time, Judging from the moderate vote for higher
prices, it has ocourred to many that prices may not be higher if
people are working harder, or for less, or for both. But these
replies, vhich vary comparatively little by age groups, geography,
and economic and occupational levels, again demonstrate a con-
sistency of feeling rather than a significant attempt by people
to make their answers to this question dovetail wvith those teo
the preceding ones. The three questions were addressed separately
to folks vho plainly are full of doubt and depression about the
future; their answers were phrased not in terms of a reasonably
vell integrated predietion but in terms of a vague dread. Cross-
tabulation of the three sets of answers shows that the majority
for one pempmakimm proposition generally was generally part of
the majority for the other two. The Mlttl. in brief, were
consistently pessimistie.

4 1 line #
Nost people think there will be lots of unemployment;
And nearly half say it will be bad or worse than last time.
1 1line #

And nov emerges a velw of the world to come that is
specific as a skeleton and comprehensive as a panorama. BEvery-
body vho lived through the last depression can supply the details.

1 line #
After the war, do you think theve will be jobs for everybody,

some unemployment, or lots of unemployment?
1 line #
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Jobs for everybody ........ 11.38

Some unemployment ......... 22.8

Lots of unemployment ...... 60.7

Don't KNOW ...vvvsncccccees 5.2

1 line # _
Here again the figures are typical of nearly all people.

The top income group, top executives, students, and those who
voted for Willkie are most pessimistic, all shoving percentages
around 70 for lots of unemployment. But 27 per cent of the
Negroes, 21 per cent of the farm hands, and 18 per cent of the
unemployed (as against 11 per cent for the average) think there
vill be jobs for everybody; while only 38 per cent of the Negroes
u#ammt-rmrmmrmmu-r—-lq—t.
Geographically the variations are not worth attention. But how
wuch unemployment is "lots of unemployment"? lLet us dissect
the opinion of the 60.7 per eent.

1 line #
{Asked of people who think there will be lots of unemployment
after the war) Will . or =
t than £ t ?

h LR - w-
n ’i'll. mqn nu

“ LR RN 294’ u.ﬂ

h“ LR Y u.l Wlo

M't h- ER N ﬁ'is 00-0



Thus better than 80 per cent of those asked, or nearly
half of the people, think the impending depression will bde as bad
or wvorse than the last one. The question arises: would people
entertain similar notions 1if the war had not come closer? Peor-
tunately, the Question can be answered vith considerable acourscy.

People see opportunities fading;
Their children will have a harder time of 1t.

¥

Almost two years ago, in the issue of FORTUNE devoted
to the ashievements and potentialities of the U.S.A., the Survey
found that the American was individualistie and optimistiec.
Despite the years of depression, he hoped for a splendid future
for himself and his children. A key Question dealt with his
estimates of his son's opportunities to succeed. This Survey
repeated the question:

- O aEm O E aE E as oae W e S

February, 1940 Decenber, 1941

k'“ sEsssmEsenas ”-” ’T-”
Not as good ...... 15.0 30.T7
DO ccccosescccas 10-’ lg-a
Not comparable ... 2.3 .

Don't know ....... 12.5 10.9
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1 line #

This is the kind of a question people find easy to
ansver optimistically. They naturally hope their sons have more
nnnu-lnnmmxhn.mm,mnthtrmu
influence thelr answers. Indeed, the majority of those who (in
this Survey) said their sons' chances will be better also opined
that there will be lots of unemployment. Making allowance for
this phenomenon, the current figures are bad enough in themselves.
utmhmmwhummsfmu-.mr
depict a decline in fundamental optimism that is little short of
alarming.

Geographic brealidown discloses that the Mountain States
tend to be unusually pessimistic, showing enly a 27 per cent
vote for "better.” The big majority of Negroes have high hopes
for their offspring. The upper income groups, om the other hand,
are somevhat more pessimistic than the average, apparently be-
cause they anticipate more government control of industry: oross-
tabulating these answers vith those to the next Question shows
that people most dubious about their sons' chances also are most
certain that government will regulate more industry after the war.
But such cases of minority reasoning are dwarfed by the half-
reasoned, half-felt reastion of the people as a whole, who fear
that history will play the same (or worse) grim jest on them that
it did a fev years ago.
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II AFTER THE WAR: PORTRAIT OF THE GOVERNMENT

People anticipate more agovermment regulation of industry
Because they wvant more government regulation.

Public utilities ....ccc..
Farming ..cccecvcecsccnnes
Railroads ...cceccccvvecee
The o1l business .........
BORKIng cccccnccscccsconce
The steel business .......
Milk distribution ........
Auto manufecturing .......

#

More Same less

46.4%
§0.2
38.9
37.8
36.3
4.9
33.4
30.6

22.4%
28.0
25.6
20.5
36.0
18.9
27.3
22.5

8.2¢

13.0
10.0
10.0

6.1
13.0

8.8
20.2

Don't imow
23.08
18.8
25.5
1.7
22.6
33.2
30.5

g ﬁ-?

80 public utilities come out doomed to more government
regulation by the largest percentage, and farming is next on the
list. But 1t would be interesting to kmov just how much regula-
tion of farming people think exists already; the chances are
most of them are not aware of the magnitude of indirect sentrols
Aute manufasturing is obviously

already held by the government.

favored greatly; it receives not only the ssallest vote for more
regulation, but the largest vote for less regulation after the
var. But these figures, like the statistically correet Average
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American who exists only on paper, embrace so wide a range of
opinion they hide many significant and interesting variations.
Here they are broken down by selected oscupations:

Salaried Fars Professionsl
Average Executives hands men

Publie utilities

Nore .coccoces 6. . “-

Dea't kv ... 230  ar B¥ 9Z
Farming

MOr® .cveveccee .’0.2 ‘T-’ 29.0 "Tal

h't hl' TEE 18-8 SIT 'r-‘ ,c”
Railroads

MOre .coccocens ’8.9 53.“ 26.2 60.2

Don't know .... 25.5 | 36.7 9.0
011 Business |

m ssbsavsnnwe 57-8 c‘ H.s ’1..

Don't know .... 3l. si.s 43.0 13.3
Banking

Nore ..... sassa . 5.'- “-s ”o.

Don't know ...« g-z 303 ”-, ’-1
Steel business

Hore ...coscsnsse ”19 “-) ”-0‘ “-6

Don't kmow .... 33.2 11.9 §1.6 14.2
Milk Pistribution

NOr® ..cosvcvcee ,’4‘ ‘.‘-5 “-T ”-‘

Pan't know .... 3005 1’-’ “-’ 1.'.7
Auto Manufscturing

MOF® .ccocvccvas 30.5 55.0 ﬁ.T xi.

Den't know .... 26.7 9.5 38.9 11.9



So the higher the rank and income, the smaller the
percentage of "Don't know™ and the larger the perocentage predieo-
ting government regulation. White collar workers are genmerally
'mlw.hntmtlumﬂm-hbulu:m_
close to the averagej and the unemployed are below, but mot so
far below as farm hands. Since these figures represent the
extremes, they sgcount for only a small frection of the total,
the rest of which lies scattered between them, and can contra-
diet the average without affecting it notably. Thus we find
salaried executives, who sare against further government control,
r“ummnmnu;m-mrm.wmmm
down, that the sversge person is a wishful thinker who has
merely predioted what he approves. Asked whether the regulation
Mruﬂnﬂlnml-rhﬂ.nimmm—:mwd
people (and in most eases, the great majority) approved;

Degree of Regulatiom

Opinien More Same Less Indus try
e 1% 23.8 Publie utilities
e bl - | - o] Paruing

S resiese S 158 25. REIneeds
Sgtce N 2 182 O3 bustasss
Sagteree Bl o 578 Bank1ng
0008..0ese0 58,5 73.1 66.2 Steel business

H.l.'.l". n.‘. “.‘ “..
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-
G00deesceccns 67.7 T7 .8 nJ
u----.---.. “.' MJ “.‘ “ ﬂlmm
e [ (A, B5€ .2 74.8 “..'
Hi"....iin a.. n.' u.’ ““ m.m
1 line ¢

hncluuymthnuunghthcnuotmmw
..'hd‘w—uhbrthnorhmm
regulation. It hovers around 30 per cent for every industry.
Its -ulilnumhlrnrbypnphlh.muutuuhuw
about the subject to predict what they do mot prefer -- the
managerial, professiomal, and other above-average income groups.
But ironically they are far outnumbered by the people who merely
anticipate what they prefer. And the above tabulation therefore
provides a good idea of what the average American now hopes will
happen after the war. And remember that although the average
American is a statistical oreation existing only on paper, his
opinion is nevertheless the cne that counts.

i
'lhqu-th-lubul-muhnr-huw
m-mymtxtmm“uurm-m

¥

After the war, do you think the aims snd progrems

Partly or -w dome away with.. -.ﬂ.O‘
Continued as 1.'.#.".‘1‘..1l--l-'l"-.”“ n“

Made .w than I‘l’il‘---.-.........“.‘
Don't m.---...----..--.-....--.----1..’
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Breskdown by sex, age, -m- level, occupation,
and geography contributes only a 1ittle to the analysis of the
answers: Negroes are considerably below aversge im prophesying
the New Deal's doom, and professional men and executives are
above average in foretelling its further ascendancs. Extreme
interventionists are more inclined than the aversge to think 1t
will grow stromger, and people who voted for wWillkie still seem
hopeful that the New Desl will be custed. But the significant
faet about the responses is that people have again largely
indulged in wishful thinking. Asked what they thought of their
prediotions, the overwhelming majority approved of them. S0 the
¥ above tabulatiomn, toeo, provides a fairly accurate idea of
what the average Americsn now hopes will happen after the war,

IIX. THE WAR TODAY: AMERICA GOBS INTERNATIONALIST
_h'-__—_—_--_-l—-————_.—“_—__—
Inclimed to be realistic, the people see a long war.
They also see the Allles vietorious.

e

The average man's estimate of the war's duration
seems to make little concession to wishful thinking, This, of
course, may be one reason for his pessism about postewar times.
Aware that the problem of shifting from sl l-out war $0 peace

is a forbidding and eomplicated one, he knows that the longer
the war lasts, the worse the problem bLecomes. Here is the
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verdiet on the sonflist's ﬁ-m-:

Regardless of what you hope, how leng do you think
the war will lastt |
 Less than six monthS.cccc.cssssees o8%

Six months $0 & JOAF...cocnnvssenss &b
One €0 EWO JOArSesscsssssssasansnsled
Two 0 FAVE JOAPE s cecnsssssnnsssedVel
Five $0 t6N JOArSasscssnssrnessene DY) S08%
Ten years Anfd OVOFeccccssssccsvsss BT
Depends on what the U.S. doss..... BeP
Depends on what Russia 4008.seseee Lod
Depends on other fastorS.cecessoss 1ol
DOR'E MOOW. cevvivnsnncnsnssnssesacBB D

Less then § per cent agres with New York City's
Mayor Ia Ouardia, who amnounced early in November that Hitler's
goose would be well done within a year, BSince Werld Wer II is
already more than two years old, a majority is counting on &
confllet of lenger duration than Werld War I. Note that omly
lﬂlnpo:ﬂ-.i;ﬂ-ln ﬂuﬁ.wmﬂnﬁnﬁq
war's length depends on what the U.8. does, and that an almost
negligible percentage makes the equally thoughtful cbservation
that it depends on what Russia does. As for the rather size-
able "don't know" group, some of these may have givea the
matter too mush thought to come to a conslusion; others may
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bave given 1t too little. In any event, analysis of their res-
muhhmmﬁummtﬂnrmtorﬁn
(qulhln.thnlmamoruh-tummuu)m
the Axis or neither side will win, The vast majority of people,
of course, believe otherwise;

hiﬂ_ﬂ'-g&u! into wlﬁ:ﬂn; which side do you think
will win the warf?

“—“
‘.m-lr----------n#
m.llilinill\.!l‘ 7.0
mw.------toi 4.3

Don't Inow.cee. «el6.8

The vote for the Allies is deeisive in all groups
&nd geographical divisions. But singe the remaining 27.5 per
cent may be deseribed as lacking confidensce in the Allles?
abllity to fight a suscessful war, this minority is worth atten-
tion. mumm-u-vmmtmm- that
it tends t0 run a 1ittle heavy among the poor and unemployed,
and lightest among executives. Breakdown of the "neither" vote
discloses htithlm“gmﬁr. the people who
voted for willkie, and the isolationists. The "don't know"
votes run lowest among exeeutives (vho are alsc surer the Allles
will win), and highest samong housewives, Negroes, and isolation-
ists, Geographically, they are highest in the West North Central,
South Atlantie, and NMountain States, and thoss in effeet reduce
the size of the vote for an Allled victery. So the west North
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Central States, by way of extreme example, are only 59.4% swre
of an Allled vietory.

The publie's wvar temperature rises
And 1t i more willing than ever to implement a shooting war.

The following Questions, which ohart the people's atti-
tude toward intervention, were part of the last two Burveys.

Repeated again, shov a notable shift in public opinien.
isolationists
The extreme/intyxxsmtiuntsts show a 60 per ocent decline, the

extreme interventionists a 00 per cent inorease.
¢h of g

Jour attitude toward the present war?

i

diteh move wvould lead us

wflr-tirtn-l-ﬂ. 17.%% 12.7
Ittﬂhlm-rzu

¢lose to a var that isn' mi 40.5¢

m LA AR R A R R N S e ”-1 27-5

While at first 1t looked as Ihu!i
o Shesat o8 Sl bess Barm™
as ve
_tll nu“ ‘. Hm LA AR R E NN .007 ”-U
It is our var as wll as llﬂ.nl'-. 51.4
y and we should have been there 15.0
fighting with her before this .. 10.7 xie
h't m LA R R RS R I Y RS S B!l 5-8
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The willingness to use our armed forces has inoreased even more

than our nominal tendency toward intervention:
t think t

Our army?
Air Forece
n-uh-mm m' Decenber ll’uh:"’ December
Yes 81.%% 90.8% 79.28 8958 67.6% 78.08
N 11.1 5.8 12.6 7.0 22.4% 16.9

Don't know 7.5 3.4 8.2 3.5 10.0 .7

In every case, the "Yes" figures work out to more than
e majority of the population. Add to them the 15 per ceat who
think we should have been fighting before this (all of whom are
presumebly for using the armed forces), and you have big wajori-
ties for using all branches of the armed forces -- if necessary.

The people have become internationalspinded,
and even show signs of an aroused imperislisa

By the middle of last summer the Ameriean people had
become war-minded, ready to act the part of a deputy sheriff,
perhaps, but they still eclung tenaciously to their inherent
isolationism. The August Survey: reported that only 7 per ecent
vould have us join a union of demooracies; the burden of publie
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opinion was for threottling the aggressor and minding our owm .
business. Sinece thenm public opinion has not merely reversed itself,

This response is also typieal eof all groups, with no
breakdown showing more than 10 per cent variation from the aver-
age. The ehief of these variations eomsists of a more tempered
internationalism among the very poor, Negrees, housewives, and
in the West North Osmtral and Mountain States. Exesutives, on
the other hand, are extressly intermational-minded -- about 90

lation shows there is corrdlation between the replies te this
question and the replies to the questions on post-war intermal
eonditions; that is to say, peopls for America’s taking a larger
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hmﬂﬂnmumwummmm

war times than the average. Cross-tabulation also shows that

& good majority of those wo think we should get mo trade rights
or territories vote for a "larger” part. And another breakdomm

shows, mwﬁtmﬂmm#hfpﬂuﬁ
mwmmmm-uu-mmmmr-umu

& ¥ larger part in world affairs.

of is the
ilke to see the United States follow? B e b el o
O A edothars dofonmen. ... oo taswering  population
Join & union of demoerasies in all
parts of the world to keep orderi....... 59.7 00.0
e L s o ne 00.0
Try, all by ourselves, to keep ordere..... 1l.4 00.0
DOR'S MNOWeccsveccsesscestrcecesccnscosee 6.1 0.0

hnm-murmmmmmml.
mutlu.tnﬂnfth.jobnrmmgmmthnmu.

hhﬂc,mw“ﬁmm-thuthw
these questions. Nearly 41 per cent would Join & unien of demo~

m:%ghn mnmm—mmum-nnp
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vote =~ would have us #ry to keep order all by ourselves. Of

course, 63 per sent of the extreme isclationists smount te omnly
8 per cent of the total. But it loocks as if many isolationists
were frustrated imperislists whe den't precisely mean "Americs
first® but America “wber alles.” It 1s just possible, moreover,
that all public opinion 1s swinging that way:

Showld we, or should we not, get either foreigm terri-

or trade ri in o8 £
we do to beat Hitlert |
YeBasessoneseoBleBS
NOeesesnssnnesBbb

Don't know....13.8

This unblushingly imperialist attitude can be found
mmmmmupwumw.mm-u,m
districts. Only in the Mountain States do the "yes" votes fall
below 50 per cent, and there by a mere trifle. The fastory
hands are 10 per cent above average in approval. And almost
51 per cent of the people who think we should resist to the
lntdihh-;aw“tmd-rmmHMptln-
ward for helping to beat Hitler 1f we do. Does all this mean
that the leaders of publiec opimion have been playing the wrong
music? Are Americans more attuned to the blunt war-ery of "prag-
tical™ men than to the old-time hymms of the idealists?
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After the war
nmnummmmmn-thmm
WE WILL OBT "AID LESS say 60.8% of the people
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WASHINGTON

11--8-/41

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Anna Rosenberg gave me this
and said perhaps you would have time to

look it over during your trip.
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FUBLIC OPINION AND LABOR PROBLEI'S

CO"FIDEVNTIAL REPORT

Office of Public Opinion Research Hadley Cantril
Princeton University Frederic Swif't

Novembar 11, 1941




SUMZIARY: Analysis of some recent results from the
fmerican Institute of Public Opinion Polls shows that although
the Americen people say that they are in favor of labor unions,
they are cctually opposed to the Union Shop, the closed shop,
end strikes in defense industries. They believe in greater
regulation of unions by the povernment, and have greater con-
fidence in business leaders then in lebor lesders. Even &
mejority of union membars are in fevor of forbldding strikes
in cefense industries and believs many union leeders are
racketesrs,

Tho situsiion seems to be that there is an acknowledged
respect for the rights of the laboring men -- for some groups
this is merely the well-known lip service, but for others, in-
oluding the majority of union wembers, there is a feeling thet
the present mechenisms for gaining labor's rights and the '

present labor leadershiy involved ere far from satisfactory.



This memo brings together & number of recent results
pathered by The Americen Institute of Public Opinion on the peneral
topic of public opinion towerd labor issues. 4 list of recent ques-
tions with their results is piven in Table I. These results
indicate that the American people soprove of lsbor unions in
principle, but are not in favor of meny specific practices of
labor unions, and have little trust in labor union leaders. People
are particularly intolerant when lebor strupples interfere with
Naticnal Defense. HNost of the people (81%) believe that many lebor
unior. leaders ars Commwnists, and even more (73%) believe that
meny of them ere racketeers. Foreipn agitators and graft in the
unions ere put first and second as causes of today's labor
troubles, and Labor unions are renked third (after Wazis end
Comnunists) mmong organized groups which are trying to overthrow
our povernment. The pecple favor stricter povernment supervision
of labor uniocns, especielly with respect to their accounting
practizes. The blame for labor troubles is placed very lerrely on
the labor leeders, less on business leeders, and very little on
the povernment or the Precident.

It is worth noting that there is a 1i-it to the sncunt
of repulation of labor the public wants. This Jinit has not
been ¢learly defined by the questione asked 4o date, but it is
indicated by the faet thet people are opposed tc a bill thet
woulc 2lessify strikers as traiters. Nevertheless, they do not

favor unionization of rovernment euployvoes.

:




Those people who say they favor unioas eapparently do not mean

it without reservetion. Of those who are in favor cf unions, three-

querters feel thet unions should be reguleted to a preater extent, but
less than helf feel that business should be further regulated. Of this
same group, &bout one-eighth believe thet union leeders are helping the
National Defense proprem as much ae they should, whereas over two-fifths
believe thet business leaders sre helpinp es much as they should.

This same pgroup wes e;amined with respect to their attitude on

the union and clesed shop. Sixty-two per cent of those who favor unions

nevertheless ere mppogﬂi to the union shop, and 55% of the sene proup
ers opposed o the clesed shop. From these results it would appear thet

there is a larpe group who pey lip service to unionism, but who are in

foct opposed te much that unions stend for.

Vho are the people in favor of prohibitins strikes in defense
industries? The answer seems to be practicelly everybody. Even a
mejority of union members themselves, both CI0 and AF of L favor forbidding
defense strikes. This majority, (54% and 847 respectively) is smaller
“han thet in the nation as a whole (77%) but it is nevertheless a majority.

The oecupationsl breakdown shows the smme thing: skilled, semi-
si:illed, end unskilled workers vote by e snaller mejority to forbid such
strikes, but nevertheless a cleer majority are opposed to them.

“he breckdowns by sesction roveal the South to be most strongly
and consistently oppesed to defense strilkes. On the other hand, the iiddle
Atlantic States ere least unif'ied with respect tc their attitudes towerd
forbidding, cefense strilzes. In this sectlon, every breekdown yields sip-
nifieent differences, between economic proups, between are pgroups, and

between diferent sized tovns end cities.



In generel, throughout the country young people, lower income people,

and persons living in large cities are more inelined to tolerate strikes.
1t is worth noting that the "no opinion" vote throuchout is un-
usually small (around 5%) indicating that most poople have alrecdy made up

their minds on this issue,.

Lest Ifarch, the rfollowinf question wes asked, "Westbrook Perler,
the newspaper writer, says that meny union leadsrs are reclketsers. Do you
agres or disegree?”’ This October e siniler question wes as’zed: "Do you
believe that muny lnbor union leaders are racketeers?" When “he results
of these =wwo surveys are pooled, we find that a majority of each ape, sex,
und econoie group, and even members of each union agree that many union
leaders sre racketsers. If the wording is chanred to "soue unien leadsrs",

only £.27% will disegree vith the staterent.

The nunber of ceses in the two ballots is too small to drew any
velid conclusions ebout chanpes within groups between the two detes (there
was no sigﬁificnnt chenge for the populeticn as & whole), but it looks
very much as though & number of AF of L members vho were in doubt in larch
heve zince mede up their minds H:at they arres with Perler. On the other
hend, sone nen-urion neorle who were in doubt in farc! have asnerently

tince declded thet they co net sapree with the statement.

tnelysis of the questions "Do you thini union leaders are
belping fthe uavicual defenie produetion progran as much as thoy should "

end "Do you think industrial (business) leaders are helping the national




defense production progrem as much as they should?” shows that confidence
in lsbor leaders and confidence in business leaders vary inversely, the
upper econouic classes having the most fiith in busines:s leaders and the
least in labor leaders, and the lower economic clesses show the reverse
tendency. The seme polint is illustrated by the occupationel breakdowvm,
where professional people end business menacera show the greatest faith
in business leaders and the least in lebor leaders, while semi-skilled
and unskilled labor show the reverse. Nevertheless, it should be noted
that in no group does faith in labor leaders rise es high as the lowest
point to which faith in menegement falls, in other words, in every group
shown on this breal:down there is mors confidence in manegement than in

labor leaders.
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FIGURE I
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1937 " 1938 1939 1940 1941

Percent who say they are in favor of labor unions.




Table I

_—

Labor Practices

ARE YOU IN FAVOR OF THE UNION SHOP-~-THAT I3, REMUIRING EVERY WOR¥ER IN
A COMPANY TO JOIN A UNIOW AFTER HE IS HIRED? 10/1/41

Yos  39% No 524 No Opinion &%

ARE YOU IN FAVCR OF THE CLCSED SHOP--THAT I8, REQUIRING EVERY W"RK'R IN
A COMPANY TOC BELONG TO L UNIONW BEFORE LE CAN BE HIRED?

Yes 1% No 76% No Opinion 9%
SHOULD COMPANIES EAVING A CLOSED OR UNION SHOP TAKE UNION DUES OUT CF TIE

INORXER'S PAY ENVELOPES AND TURN THZ ONEY OVER 70 THE UNION, OR SHOULD
TLE UNIONS COLLECT THE DUES TLELSELVES?  10/%/41

Compenies collect 16%
flnions collect E9
Other 4
Ne Opinion 21

Ishor lLeeders

DO YOU BELILVE TEAT JMANY LABOR UNION LEADERS ARE CONITIISTS? IQKﬂfél
Hational--Yes  60.9% No 25.2% No Opinion  13.9%
DO YOU BULIEVE TEAT MANY LABOR UNION LEADERS ARE RACKETEERS? 10/7/41

Yes 73.2% No 17.1% No Opinion 9.7%




Table I (cont'd)

Labor Troubles

WHAT DO YOU THINX IS CAUSING THE LABCR TROUBLE AT THIS TI'E?

foreipn erlitetors, preopagenda to
hinder defense production, 5th
colurmists

Graft in unions, union leeders

Increased cost of living but no
rise in wapes

Wepe question, dissatisfied workers

Labo: unions

Grecd, avarice of worker

Lack of patrictism

Administration policies

Capital unfair to labor, prof'its
not distributed fairly

Competition between unlone

Boom in business

Lebor shortage, pood time to demand
hisher weges

Priorities, herd orn small business

Long hours

Jews

Nothing, isn't eny

Miscellaneous

o enswer

29.2%
17.7
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SOME FEOPLE SLY THAT OUR COUNTRY IS IN REAL DANGER FRQIf CRGANIZED CGROUPS

GHICH ARE TRYING TO OVERTHROW OUR FOR!f OF GOVERITME!NT.
COUNTRY IS IN ANY REAL DAMNGER FRO! ANY OF T:ESE GROUPS?

IF "vES": WILLT ORGANIZED GROUPS DO YOU FEEL ARE MOST DANGEROUS?T

Cormunists
Npzd

Lebor Tnlcens
fAmerican FPirst
S5th colunmn
Tascists
Administration
Foreign Groups
Jewish

Big Business
Hizcellaneous
Ho engwer

35.3%
32,2
21, T=
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Teble I (oont'd)

O YOU THINK LABOR UNION LEADERS ARE HELPING TH7 NATICNAL DEFENSE PRODUCTICN
PROGRAM AS MUCK AS THEY SHOULD? 65/29/41

Yes 12% No 78% No Opinion  10%

DO YOU TIHINK INDUSTRIAL (BUSINESS) LEADERS ARE HELPING THE FATIONAL DEFENSE
PRODUCTTIO! PROGRAM AS NUCH AS T:EY SHOULD?  5/29/41

Yes  43% Mo 417 Ho Cpinion 16%

CONTROL OF LABROR UNIONS
SHOULD THE GOVERN.ENT FORBID STRIKES TN INDUSTRIES MNMAITUFACTURING !'ATERIALS
FOR QUR NATIONAIL DEFENSH PHUGRJ‘LT.I, OR SLOULD THE WD_R.'TERE Il THOSE IWDUSTRIES
CONTINWDE TO IIAVE TUE RIGET TO GO OY STRIXLE? B;flgfél
Forbid 77% Have Right 18% No Opinion 5%

DURING T:iL M XT FOUR YEARS DO YOU THIVK BUSINESS SHOULD BE REGULATED T0
A GREATER L' TENT BY THE FEDIRAL GOVERNIENT? 5/3/40

Yes 27% No  56% No Opinion 17

DURING TIIE NEXT FOUR YEARS

DO YOU THI K LABOR SHOULD BE RECUL:TED TO
A GR’ ATER EXTENT BY TEE FSDER

RAL GOVERNIENT? 6/3/40
Yos GZ% Ne 20% No Opinion 187

DO YOU THINK DBUS NESS SHOJLD BE REGULATED TO A GREATER EXTENT BY TIE
FEDFRAL GOVERN:TNT? §/29/41

Yes  44% No  44% No Opinion 12%

DO YOU TEINK LABCR SHOULD BE REGULATED TO A GREAER EXTE'T BY TI=
FEDIRAL GOVERN:TINT? §/2%/20

Yos 76k No 15% No Opinion &7
DO YOU 17T, LA3CR UNIONS SHOULD BE RRGUIRED TO FILD WIT: TIC GOVERNWIENT

EVERY YBAR A STATELENT OF ALL MOWEY TAKEN IN AND SPEUT? 5/16/40

Yes 77% No 8% No Opinion  15%



Table I (cont‘d)
COMTROL OF LABOR UNIONS
DO YOU THINK LABOR UNINNS SHEOULD BE RENUZIRED BY LAW TO MAKE YEARLY PUBLIC
REPORTS OF MONET TEEY COLLECT AFD S®END? 10/1/41

Tes 867 e 6l No Opinion 87

POWER OF LABOR UNIONS
DO YOU THIVK L:.3BOR U'IONS SEOULD HAVE MORE POYER, OR LESS POWER, THAN AT
PRESENT? 10/1/41
dore 7.7 Seme £5.8% Less 50.0% No Opinien 16.57 _ _

DO YOU THIVK THERE IS TOO IFJCH POWER IN THE HANDS OF A FEW RICH MEN AND LARGE
CORPORATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES? 4/8/41

Yes 5% o 2T Wo Opinien  14%
—
PO YOU TRINK THERE IS TCO MUCH POWER 1M TNZ HANDS OF THE GCOVERNMENT IN
WASHINGTON? 4/3/41
Yes 3% No 56k No Opinion  12%
-

DO YOU THINK, TEZRE IS TOO MUCH POMER IN THE BANDS OF TG LEADERS OF LABOR
UNIONS IN THIS COUNTRY? 4/3/41

Yes  75% No 13% No Opinien 129
COVER'MTENT AND LABOR UNIONS

I G:MERAL, DO YOU APPR VE OF T..5 WAY PRISIDENT ROOSEVELT IS HANWDLING
8/17/41 =

L4

TEE FPORSICN POLICY? Lpprove 63.4% Disapprove 24,65 Mo Opinion 129
LABROR JISPUILES? 47,8 39.2 13
THL DEFENSZ PROCHALT B7.5 22.5 B )

SHOULD GOVERN ENT EILOYEES 'E ALLOWED TO JOIN LAROR UNIONS? 10/7/41
les  28% o 64% Ne Opinion &
SHOULD PEOPLE WiO VORK FOR THE GOVERNEENYT BE ALLCWED TO GO ON STRIKE? 10/7/41
Yes 17 No 745 No Opinion 4%
4 BILL HAS BLEN PRCPOSED .I'ICH YOULD TREAT AYY WORKER 10 COES ON STRIKE 1n

A DEFENSE INDUSTRY AS A TRAITOR, TO BT PUNISIED BY ONF YEAR IN PRISON.
VOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE CONGRUSS PASS TIIS Liw? 4/8 ‘4l

Y A 5
8 34 Ne 574 No Cpinicn 9



Table II

ATTITUDES OF THOSE WIO ARE IN FAVOR OF UNIONS

ARE YOU IN FAVOR OF LABOR UNIONS? 5/29/41

Yes No No Opinion
Favor greater repulation of unions 74.5% 85.1% 56.5%
Op ose greater regulation cof unions 19.4 B8.9 5.4
No Opirion 6.1 o7 38.1
Favor greetor repulation of business 4B8.4 38.1 30.1
Oppose pgreater ropulation of busi-
noess 42,7 50.9 25.3

Ne Opinion 8.9 11.0 40.6
Believe union leaders are helping

as much as they should 17.38 4.0 S.
Do not believe union leeders are

helping as much as they should 74.6 89.0 64.8
Ne Opinion 8.1 7.0 29.4
Believe business leadcrs are

helpi p as muzh as they should 42.5 47.0 29.5
Do not believe business leaders are

helping as muzh as they should 44.5 379 32.4
No COpinion 13.0 16.1 38.2

DO YOU THIX{ VORiLRS SHOULD IIAVE TEE RICGHT TO JOIN TOGETHER IN A UNION, IN
ORDER TO BARGAIN ™ITH THEIR L':?LOYERS? 5/1&/39

fes No " No Opinion
In faver of "union shop" 31.7% 5.6% 11.7%
Not in favor of "uaion shop" 6l.7 92.9 48.7
No Opinion B.6 1.5 39.6

ARE YOU IN FAVOR OF LABOR “NIONS? 5/18/39

In favor of "clcsed shop" 33.9 2.9 7.4
ot in fevor »f "closed shop" 54.6 29.8 36.9
No Opirion 11.5 7.5 55,7
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Table III
DISTRIBUTICN CF TEOSE WHO ViQULD FOREID DEFENSE STRIKES
SEQULD THE COVERICENT ™ RBID STRIKES IN INDUSTRIES UANUFACTURIYC MATERIALS

FOR OUR YATIONAL DEFENSE, OR SHOULD TiE WORKERS IN T OSE INDUVSTRIES CONTINUE
TO HAVS THD RIGHT TO STRIKE?

Have
Forbid Right No Opinicn
Oecupetion
Professional T6.4% 20.9% 2.7%
FParmers B4.8 9.5 9.7
Hensgers BZ.8 14.2 3.0
Clerks 7.l 21l.6 3.3
Skkilled Viorkers 0.1 25.6 4.3
Seml-Skilled £69.6 25.9 £.5
Farm Leborers - - -
Unslzilled T70.0 2l.3 8.7
Servents 72:8 23.0 4.5
Ho Angwer TTed 17.2 5.5
Union ilembership
None 79.2 16.6 4,2
CIC 54.1 8.5 T.d
AFL 83.9 30.8 5.3

Others and
Unspecified 58.5 33.0 8.5



Table III (cont'd)

INCCI'E GROUPS EY SECTION

Forbid Have "o

New England Right

Upper T2, 15% 23.1%

Iliddle 7541 22,0

Lover B4.6 29.1
1iddle Atlentio States

Upper TE.4 C2l.1

Tidedle 75.1 £2.0

Lower 67.4 26.1
FEast Central Eistes

Upper T8.6 13.6

Middle TG.8 19.1

Lowuor TU.5 21.6
West Central States

Upner 81.4 15.5

Lower T&,.1 18.5
South

Uppar B7.1 3.9

“Hddle 82.8 E.5

Lowar B85.7 8.6
Roclky lountein States

Upper 80.7 14.0

Iiiddla ?? 19 lgwl

Lowar Th.4 16.5
Pazific States

Upper 76.0 2l.3

Middle Toeth Ed s

Lower T5.6 £1.8



New England

Feaom

Small town
2500-10, 000
10,000-100,00C
100,000-vver

Table III (cont'd)

SIZE OF TOWN BY SECTION
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Table III (sont'd)

SIZE CF TCWN RY SECTION

llave
Forbid nght No GEininn
Pacific States
Farm g82.4 1%, 2 4.4
Smell towm 8l.4 14.2 4.4

2500~10,000 -
10,000-100,000 o
100,000 -over 63.8 32.6 3.7



New Iinglend

Imder 30
30~49
50 and cover

Middle Atlentic States

Table I1II (cont'd)

Under 3C
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Table IV
THOSE WHO BELIEVE !NMANY UNION LEADERS ARE RACKSTEERS

DO YOU BILIEVE THAT MANY L/BOR UNION LEADERS AR’ RACKETEERS? 10/7/41

Yes Ko No Opinion

National 73.2% 17.1% 9.7%
Econoviie Status

Viealty 80.0 16.0 4.0

hverate+ 79.8 16.2 4,1

hveruce . T7.2 16.1. T.7

FPoor 1.0 18.2 9.8

Cn Relief 65,9 19.0 15,1

Cld Ace Asst. 75.8 7.6 16.7
Ape

Under 30 T3.4 18.4 8.2

20-49 T4.7 17.1 .2

50 end over 73.8 16.1 10.1

Combined with: WI3TBROOK PECLER, THE NIWSPAPER WRITER, SAYS THAT MANY
URION LEADERS ARE RACXETEERS. DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE?

3/7/41
Unien MNombershin Agrae Disepree Yo Opinion
None 76.1%% 13.3% 10.6%
CIC 56.0 34.6 9.4
AFL BB.5 33.7 7.8
Cthers and
Unspecified 67.5 ). T 10.8

VESTBROOK PECLER, TIE NESSPAPER WRITER, SAYS TEAT SOUE UVIOY LEADERS ARE
RACUETIERS. DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE? 5/7/41

Union Membership hproo Disapres No Opinion
None 76.6% 4,49 18.0%
CI0 75.0 18.2 6.8
LFL 82.6 B.7 8.7

Others and
Unspecified 75.0 10.7 14.5



Eahla v

DO YOU THINK IUDUSTRIAL (BUSIVESS) LEADERS ARE HILPING THE N’ TIONAL
DEFENSE PRODUCTION PROGRA. AS 'UCH AS THEY SHCULD? §/29/41

Yas Hﬂ yb QE}nion
Economic Steatus
Upper , 65,2% 30.5% 12.,3%
Average 43.8 41 .9 14.3
Lower 379 45,2 18.9
Occupation
Proiessgional 49,5 44, ) 7ol
Farmers 36,4 42,7 20.9
Mane.oers 49.8 €9.7 160.4
Clarls a8 .7 375 13.8
Skilled Labtorers 42.4 42,1 16.5
Seini~flkilled Leborers £5.0 42,0 15.0
Unslzilled Leborers Aeel 47,7 4
Servarts £D.5 3G5.6 17.9
No anewer end others 57 e 4 42.9 19.6

DO YOU THINK UNION LEADERS ARE HELPINC TSE MATIONAL DEFENSE PRODUCTION
PROGRAH &3 MUCH AS THEY SHOULD? 5/29/41

Economi2 Status Yes Yo No Opinion
Uppear G.5% g8.0% 5.5%
Averape 11.4 80.5 8.1
Lovrar 15.5 Tl 13.4

Occupation
Professionnl .4 86.8 6.8
Farmers .6 81+l 12.3
Menagers 8,8 85.3 5.0
Clerlks 10.5 92,3 7.0
Skilled Leborers 12.9 3l.1 5.0
Seni-Skilled Leborers 22.6 £6.56 10.8
Unskilled Leborers atak EE. T 1348
Servants 20.2 9.7 1041
Yo Answer and others 9.4 76. 2 14.4
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) /‘ﬂgo ﬁyfunwm Palls  Decemver 5, 1941

Trial tabulations on the Far Bastern situation that just
came in from Hadley Cantril,

(May be 4% off final figure)
1. Should the United States take steps now to keep Japan

from becoming more powerful even if this means risking a war

with Jepan? ot
69% « Yes
20% - No
114 - No Opinion

2, Do you think the United States will go to war againet

Japan some time in the near future?

51% - Yes
27% - o
m - Hﬂ Upiniﬂn

3. (FProm earlier ballots sent to Nelson) Hitler says he has no

interest in South America. Do you belleve him?

g1

9% - No Opinion.
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Respectfully forwarded to the President:




PSP fble Sproion L,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

12-11-41

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:

Amna Rosenberg thought the President
and you might be interested in the results of
the Gallup Poll, taken before the outbreak of
-war with Japan, and now more than 2/3 tabulated.

1. If this country should get into
war with Japan, do you think we will win or

lose? .
Win Lose No opinion

92% 1% 7%

2. Do you think that at the present
time our Navy is strong enough to defest the
Japanese Navy?

Yes No No opinion

80% L% 16%

1ld
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Princeton Publio Opinion Project

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DESIRE TO HELP ENGLAND AND EXPECTATION OF WINNER
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0947)
Thursday noon

Dear M.g, Rogenberg:

8ince all eof these questions were on the most recent Gallup poll ,
I am trusting you and your friend not to let others in Washingtem
Imow about them, The o0ld mroblem of property rights = plus the faot
that if ocertain Senstors knmew sbout this they would raise hell with
Gallup and his faith in me would be shaken,

The third question (whiech shows a slight variation from the
trial figures I gave you) will be published em Saturday.

I have arranged these questions in rank order of a sort =
most non-inmterventionist at the tep. You will see how important
it 1s to learn many answers at onoce for the context makes so mmoh
difference in results. The final oconolusion is clear,

In regard te the second question, Since the e ral peint of
view of the country is for all out aid and sinoce sident's
popularity is still at an all time high (around Tﬁ} and sinoce
people are never very eclear sbout apeoifiec ways to insgtrument
their general attitudes, I would b that should the
President ocome out feor comvoys or other speoifioc aid that eme
week later about the same results would be found on question 2,
At least half the pepulation will follew whatever he does, at
least 16 per cent will be ahead of him, at least 16 per ocent
would disagree with him,

-~

S8hould it seem advisable te inform cabinet menbers, este, of
the general state of epinion, I could work up a cenfidential
memorandum based on published results and on my own stuff that
I would be free to pass out.

Y " o
"']':"f by m



Interviewing done May 7-17.

If you were asked to vote today on the question of the United States
entering the war against Germany and Italy, how would you vote - to
go into the war, or to stay out of the war?

29 (Go in .
66 Stay out (rise of about 7 percent in last 10 days)
5 No opinion

Do you think President Roosevelt has gone too far in his policies of
helping Britain, or not far enough?

19 Too far

63 About right

18 Not far enough
10 No opinion

Which of these two things do you think is more important for the United
States to try to do:

40 To keep out of war ourselves, or
56 To help England, even at the risk of getting into the war

If Germany and Italy should defeat Britain in the present war, do you
think Germany and Italy would start a war against the United States
within the next ten years?

62 Yes
20 No
9 No opinion

Would you rather see Britain surrender to Germany than have the United
States go into the war?

26 Would rather see Britain surrender
62 Would rather have U.S. go into war
12 No opinion

Should the United States Navy be used to guard ships earrying war
materinls to Britain?

64 Yes
39 No
7 No opinion

If it appears certain to you that Britain will be defeated unless we use
part of our navy to proteet ships going to Britain, would you favor, or
oppose, such convoys?

73 Favor
25 Oppose
4 No opinion

Do you think that if our navy guards ships carrying war materials to
Britain, this will get us into the war?

74 Yes 16 No 10 No opinion (J‘QM"J ‘bk}")



Some people say that if the United States goes on helping England, Germany
may start a war against our countrye Do you think we should continue to
help England, even if we run this risk?

76 Yes
21 No
& No opinion



| :W;J‘sﬁpiiu R

W PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH
BOX 429
FRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

September 13, 1941

Dear Mrs. Rosemberg:

I Just returned from a short holiday and a series of
conferences. Will try to get you a complete report on public
opinion very shortly.

In the meantime, I thought the following single result
would be of interest to the President.

"Should the United States take steps now to keep Japan from
becoming more powerful, even if this means risking war with

Japan?"
Yes 67%
No 19
To 14
opinion

This is the highest point yet reached on this question.
These results are from interviewing made during the latter part of
August. During the latter part of July the "Yes" m swers to the
identical question were 52 per cent.

The President might be interested in the sectional

breakdowns :

Rocky Mountain states 81% "Yes"

South 76

Pacific Coast 72

New England 72

Middle Atlantio p |

East Central 62 o

West Central 62 3

Sincerely,

Mrs. Anna M, Rosenberg Hhﬂ;-;

11 West 42 Street
New York City

1-4!



9/20/11

b SRl T Tod

#% GCallup Poll taken on following questions,

Stated ballots went out September 9, but that probably most of
the interviewin; was done after the President's talk. These are
trial tabulations ‘and not complete returns.

Question I -

Question II=-

Do you believe the U, S. Navy should shoot at
German submarines on sight or should our ships wait
until they are attached?

a. Shoot on sight - 57%
b. Wait until attacked - 357
¢. lo opinion - 8% °

Do you think the U. 3, Navy should be used to
convoy ships ecarrying war meterials to Britain?

a. Yes - 599
b ] :'ID - 53%
¢. MNo opinion - 83

ry
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ELECTION RESULTS 1940
Percentage of Vote for Roosevelt

Percentage of Vote
for Roosevelt

54% or over
47 % to 53%
46% or under

Electoral Vote

For Roosevelt_453
For Willkie____.78




PRE-ELECTION GALLUP POLL 1940
e Percentage of Vote for Roosevelt

MNT

N DAR e RN

e MA"“
ol 29 5\

C4;

DA e

Percentage of Vote 79
for Roosevelt ==

- 54% or over

47 % 1o 53 %

22t 46% or under Electoral Vote
““““ For Roosevelt_283
For Willkie____248
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