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THE S ECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
WASHINGTON 

Sep t er.;ber 8 , 1942 

( - / 
(SC)AS- 5/QQ 
( 042700A/GRC) 

··' ' 

l·:y c' et::J.' ···r. President : 

Recentl ;.· you sent me r. little note fro:n the Chr~.irOI'l'l 
of the S. E. C. complnining t r.r t i·:r. l'laltrr S-16!.!1!..~ ..... President 
of the F.obbins ;.:yers Cor.!Jlr..ny o f Sp r inefield , Oilio , hn<'- been 
inc!.ulc;ir.c b llo::e inn ~scrEoe:~ d~scussio:: of t he : :or der. bonb 
!li{;ht ~!!.th r visiti:lg :in{;lis~an . 

I CPlled in the F . 3 . I . ru::<'. S'.lf'.,bestel! ti".at the C~;<tter 
be ~iven r. l ittle 1nd:v1dupl t rertment and I ~ve just received 
the tl ttached letter fror.; Ec'r;r r Hoove r . 

Yours s:r.ce.rel:r, 

:'l:e Presi<'.ent 

The \·li1i te P.ou~;e 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 

DECLASSIFIED 
Zr.closur e 

DOD Ulli. 52oo. s (9/27/ 58) 

Date- 3 - I 0 - S 'f 
" 1 ~ature- <?~ / ~ 



' 
JOHN EOCAR HOOVU 

OIR,CTOR 

J'rbrral Jlurrau of .Jnurstlgatton 
ltnttrb &tattll ilrpartmrnt of Juattcr 

•••~lngton, IJ. Ql • 

ThP H"'no r::bl~ 
'!'hP >f'crotnr· r- f t l-c l'••v:v 
',\ .,~hingt'l :t , D. C • 

.. r de:o r ::r. Secr e t ;, r:,·: 

• • ".# • 

:lith refer~~c e to .. , ur ~:> nvPr•Ation ~ith A·•ist~~t Dir~ct'lr 
.. /, . 'l':~ 1m c f t !lis .nur··~u on Auc.;ust '''l , 1~!4:' , !~r . •h t t"' r -,:uinl~n . 

Pre•id.ent :>1' th!' ~bubin., .-:;~t•'!'f' Co·1"'"'f!.' 'II' Sprin,;fi d<l , ~h i:>, \·Ills 
!.ntr:r viP.wed ~: it!. r 1· ".:o:-P.nc" t 'l ni~ r •·p· r tPd. .Jr o:ni-;cnous di.l'cus,ion"' 
:>f t1.e . . orden b~..,b "irht. 

:.r. ~.iui::l'\t: .<>o v i-" l :r.: t i'! i !' C'omn;" n:• :rJAnufl'l't.nres ao?ut 
two- ~:~irn !'l 'l f tl P ·m rt~ "m1' l'l;!~t'. in the C'~ nstruct ion 'lf tne l•'lTri"n 
U .. 11t; ,. i:-;!'- t;, 
rln,1:10h t. ,-. r . 

. r. Q.uinl<>n "t· :ed t n,.,~ ~ e ':n'lW!' .• icr:E:•'l !>ti>l r, !lavi:-:,o; 
fir-'; '""> t • i- ··•'lllP TJp•·ll>r ~-···· , mt>11b<>r ot tn..- Br itirul Purc- !l.<~ ~<ing 
C'l'lllnic- ~ion, <>nd nlt'lf~P.th'l r h" :l'ls !l:lll ei •-:t · r "line co ntPcts with 
DNr•r, thP l•·qt Ct'inz in J u"lc .., f lf't1l · t Lh" Ca rlton H" t e l in 
·.~· .,,..hinp; t '>rl . D. C. 

C~ .. , i• 1 t-~c;t ~~~H~it')fl ~-.!"'. ":::1'1 \r ... . lUi :tlPn ..,00 '~f.-.·Ar !.t."•,r'f" 
ln t:.•' :!')C't"il l"'ln:-·'" •Jl. "-.rlt.-. . H·l<'l in ·;ariln~t..,n . .. r . 
.. #lli''ll'ln ·H• v i ~""• r1 t r,r • 11 fl.PVrt ~ ~ f"!i c.-q~ ·..,rp", qj ttinr nf··t"l" t nf•rn a nd 
1~ 1\!' -- l ,dn r :1thP\' l'lurlly . h<' "lntlP t.l"' ~c ·• t,ow•:. t, ~m i<:n '-'ui nl ·•n 
·1 n:i " "'" r -. v, - !l,..,r rl , th:H " ~h,.. :'lril i··h Olf'n ' t \ven t thP .,re rry ~ i. .:n t". 
i'nP ::'ln·:"!r~:ttl')O f "'-llinl:ln · :1;! D•>w.<~ r. r .,ll ow in · t ni.!' T"-:l:>rr. b:t 
tl"e u·•r l -;ff i c••r, th11n tlcv'l1 Vt>d .,l''~U'l" l?'l•'P t~l ~ ~ n t nt> -'1::-t :>f 
~·lP .. vz.. -:1'flc~r , n• c:-")mp 11t"ntit;n ~·:"' ~ .t· a~"" !.1P b""''b !'"L·ht~ , 



-
'rh P. He n'l re~ b J e - 2 -'rho> SPcretq r :' --r tnt> Hnvy 

fl l th'Juvh t·ir . r~•tinlr>n Rt" t Prl tn;' t ihnr e 1·•:•" no ri i s c-us~ion or ~tatP.mc>n t 
'n h i~ •>· -rt r· t::.J r ctin • ti1e !'tl fl" rior ity of thP .!?rd <>n '> 'fer tne S·•erry 
.. t..-ht 'Jr ,.. y "'1:':"E'"t.i'n tn~>t ~he 5ri.tl!'h •.:er·~ !iei n l furnished an 
inl'Pr i?l' ei;cl't . 

r . )_uinl.,n rl.enied r' i ~cardn.• tne !h r den b0r:1b ~i-"ht with 
1 t>~•q r o r ~~~ "th~r '1.'l~utho rizr·\ ,, ,r.,-:Jn -nd .,-,nrt~cu1Rrl:.r "'t·• t ec 
~h'1t he n<>v<'r <l i-c'l!\~'!;i t he l'Cl'\)1E'Gtiva nu11litit>s 'lf tilt> , :> r den 
"nc\ S,)erry b0:nb "l ,"h t~ id th TJP.\~P.r '" r Pn:.•onP P. l '1P. . !1'! <'l"l))e.'\I'Cd t'1 
OP. -incort' 'n h i e r<'"""llSP.'" t'l thP inonir ies r e,:ar O.inf' tne .fact• 
furni~h<d c..y • ou :JD'• in "0 ~>f•0rt t~ fu r nish c:')me inf'lrm~ti'ln ... !' 
t"~ •n" iJp o i<- ,.,..,n •hic-h the ,.,] 1 e.:-'ltl~"~n~ \·len• "lAnA , rPcn11erl thP 
i:1ci !r,nt pt tt.e C?rltnn H'>t<'l. !· r. t~ni nl ... n cal l.r:ci f;tl.e:'lti~ n to 
clu• fP.ct ~u,t , ,.., ~·r r .. ~ oJ can r ecnll , 1.'ev.'fl:" r~turnf'~ to 2nt!l.r,1<'. 
in :c:~b•r -r 1941 . 

.. r . ~uinl":'l •.n: cauti ..,ned 1tt con~ id.t:~r<to1e lenr; th <>gainnt 
':lf'V:in.; a ny !'t.fl t em·•nt~ !.!\ :.vn 'l i c 'Jr to unautoo rizeo rer flo ns in 
•'rivace r Nn rdin"' the .. -, r den bomb ~i.·llt 1 ~:i th enphas i!:' on t he 
~""I'i'lu" ef,..• ct tr.n loo"P t"llf. can nfiV? on -ur l'!lr ->fi'lrt . 

Si ncer <- l y :ro ur!· , 



' 

I 

I ' \. 

K7 dear Mr. Pureellt 

\ 

' 

Thh wUl a cknowledge )'Our letter of August 22 concerning t he 
l ndiecreUon of Mr. I'J&l ter ~nlan, of Spr iagfleld, Obio , Pr .. ldent of 
Ro'bbine ll!ld ~.yere, Inc. Tb.1s matter h being t horoU&hlY lnvest1gate4 
by the 1levy. 

Pr ior t o t he roault of t hat investige.t1on, however , it can be 
eald t hat Mr . '(.uinlan 1 s company do es not rue..lre the t;o rden bon1bsight. The 
company is engaged 1n t he manufActure of part e to be used 1n conJunction 
v1 th t he memrl'acture of the ll1gl1t e.n<:1 1nfor me.tion ce>ncer nine t hese parte 
it not closely held, and it ie t he opinion in t he NP~/ ~apartment t hat the 
dleclonre of !.:r • .y.Unle.n about what he kno.,'t! ebo\\t t he dg~t does not 
1nvo1Te any jeopardy to the s1t~l\t itself. 

Qp.inlan coult!. not I ;ave told tr.e .Eri t1 sb anytHne t hey d 1d not 
know about t he eight because fo r a period of st-ver al mont.t_e , t he :Srithh 
haTe been provided rl th t he sight by the Uavy Department. Furthermore, 
t he destruction vi t hin Japane se held territory of a number of American 
planes which "-ere eou1pped wlth the aig~t lee.d.11 t o t he belief t hat t be ' . Japane se Also have come into mili tar; poseeaa1on of t hi s article. It is 
t he belief , ho\teTcr , of the Ordna->J.ce De-pA.rtment t hat even 1f the Japanese 
haTe come i nt o po eeeuion o! one or mor e o! t he Norden eir.;hta, tile aan­
uf actur1ng proceee ia eo exacting and involves eucb i ntricate p lane t hat · 
1t vo•lld be many 110nths, lf not sever al yea.rs , before t hey could r eproduce 
H . 

Prompt eteps haTe been t aken to varn l<~r. ~nl!tn o! t he nature 
ot his offense age.lnet Amer lcM security in i ndulging in indiscreet talk. 

~r. Ganeon Purcell , Chairman 
Seeuri ties 1111d Exchange Co1111111111on 
Philadelp hia, Pa. 

Si ncerely youre , 



THE SECRETARY O F T H E NAVY 46301 
WASiooiiNGTON 

( SC)AS-5/QQ 
( 039SOOA/GRC) 

A'-lgus t 29 , 1942 

~ty dear Hr. President : 

This is in reply to your memora~dum of Auguet 25 conce r ning 
the indiscree t cond~ct of ~lr, \ialter ~inlnn, of Springfield, Ohio . 
I A~ hAvin~ the mAtter carefully investigated as you suggested . 

I lV!l attaching " sug:{!ested re!'lY to be siened b~· you to 
l-ir . !rAnson Purcell on the ~r.atter. 

The Presider,t 

The White H~ust: 

E."l clo sure 

f)incerelr yours, 

~ 

Date- 3 -/ o_ ,s-T 

Si«-nature. (8au / ~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Augus t 25, 1942. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

Please read enclosed from 

Ganson Purcell, Chairman of the 

S. E. c. This 1~ pretty bad. 

Don' t let t his n ews l~ak out 

but I think we should do some-

t hing . 

Please prepa r e r e pl y f or 

my signa ture . 

F. D. R. 

Merao of Aug . 22 to the 
(Enclosure) Pr es . r e i nves t igat i on which 

the S . E . C. has been maki ng into Empire 
Ordnance Cor p . evi dence i nd i cates that 
pr incipal off icer of a cor p . mfg . the 
Nor den bombs i ght has fa i led to pr eserve 
the secrecy wi th whic h the Govt . has 
surrounded the bombs i ght . 

• 



O FFICE 01" THe CHAtRMAN 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 

~ 
PHILADELPHIA 

August 22 , 19~2 

J.ilJI~ORAIIDUi-: FOR THE PRESIDl!:l~T : 

During the course of the investir;ation Yfhich 

the Conooission ha s been making into Empire Ordnance 

Corporation and persons a~7il1ated vdth i t , our 

at tention has been dir ec t ed t o evidence indica t ing 

that the pr incipal officer of a cor poration manu­

f'actur i nc; the Norden bombs i e;ht for the Government 

has f ailed to pr eserve the secrecy with which t he 

Government has surl'ounded that bombsie;ht . While t •11s 

matter is not r elated to our investiz ution , it seemed 

to me t hat t he interest of the nati onal defens.e re-

quir ed that t he Co~ander-in-Chief' be informed as t o 
• 

su ch cru·el cssness in connection with a vita l military 

secret . 

The individual i s \'/alter Quinlan , Presi dent of 

Robbi ns and . . yers 1 Inc . 1 of Spri!lf:field, Ohio . On 

!Jovember 11 1 19~~ , :uinlan told 1.!1 chael Dewar , of the 

Br itish Tank :.:ission, 11 very confidentially - after a 

few dri nks 11 t hat 11his firm vrore makine the llor den 

Bo;nb Sicht and that t ho Si ght that the u. s . had gi ven 

,· 
'• , .. 



, 

- 2 -

to Great l3r1tain was the Sperry and not the 1Tor den11
• 

A0ain , on June 6 , l9h2 , .,:uinlan told Dewar at t he 

'."lashin,r:ton Hotel that 11he understood that the 

bombers \'/e were noYr eetting had the iiorden bomb-

sight , l'r!lich he makes , and whlch he will i nsis t , is 

enormously accurate" . 

Since no investir,ation has been made of this 

matter by the Comrnission, it is not possible to state 

whether t'uinlan has been indiscreet in discussin.z 

t~is matter with persons other tho.n l>ev:ar . · 

Respectfully submitted , 

~~vf. 4~ 
Ganson Purcell 

Chairman 
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