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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTORN

Septenber 8, 1942

(sc)as-5/0q f
(042700A/GRC)

Recently you sent me a little note from the Chairmen

of the 5,5,C, complaining that iMr, Y r suinlen, President
] : - B T e el

of the Fobbing iyers Company of Springfield, Ohio, had been
indulging in some indiscreet discussion of the llorden bomb
sight with & viel

ng wngllshman,

I erlled in the F.B,I, and suggested that the matter
be ziven a little individusl trestment and I heve just received
A
W

ne attached letter fronm Zéssr Hoover,

Yours sincerely,

Tre Presicent

The Wiite Fouse

Franklin D. Roosevelt Librar;

DECLASSIFIED

00D LR, s200.0 (9/27/58)

Date- 3*35_5?’;
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTCR

Federal Burean of Iwmvestination
United States Bepartment of Justice

HWushington, B. C.

- —
-~ []

The Honorzhle

<ne secretary of the Vavyy
wacshington, D. C.

sy dear lr. Secretary!
erence to . sur esnversation with A-cistr=t Directar
'« A, Ta-m of e Suresy on Ausust
President of R

8, 194D, bMr, Valter wuinlan,

the Houblins liyers Compnny 2f Springfield, Chis, was
interviewed with refarence to nie roparted aromizenocus discusszinns
2T tne lorden bomb eight.

wr, Wuinlan adyi-eod thet nie commany mamufectures about
two-tairds of the nartes emplayad in the' eanstruction »f the varden
urmb eisht,  ile gon, mresently in the Avmy, ie married to .orden's
deurhter,

r. Quinlan stated thot he tnawe lilensel Tewar, having
firet met nim waile Newar woe ¢ member of the Britien Purchasing
Commiesinn, 2nd nltagethar he ane nnd eisnt ~r nine conterets with
Dewar, the logt beinz in June »f 194) nt the Carlten Hotel in

= 2]

Wachington, D, C.
On tnie Tagt secaeinn Mr, mad Nrs. Quinlan nna Dewar were
in tan coeztail lounge af the Carltnn Hotel in Washington. Mr.
wiiinlan adviecd tnrt n nava? nfficer wee sittine nesr tnem and
wae tsleins rather loudly, he asnde the statement, wnich Quinlesn
and "ewnAr ~verhenrd, that "the Britich don't want the Snerry sight",
Ine conversation .f uinlan ond Dewar, f2llowin- thies ramark by
tre neysl sfficer, then devolved nrnuni lanse tallk sn tae vart of

tne wawvy 21ficer snd same mention wns Made At the bamb sishts,



The Henarable - 2 -
The Secretarv ~tf tne Havy

althougn Mr, minlan strted tant there wae no discussion or statement

an his w» vt regardines the superiority »f the !brden aver thne Snerry
cient or =1y enszseatisn thet the British were teinr furnished an
inTerior =ivht,

r. Quinlan denied diseuseins tne Narden bomb sizht with
Lewasr or ony ~ther unsuthnrized rerean ~nd narticularly estnted
that he never di-cus~ed the respective nualities of the ,nrden
ond Sserry bomb eifhite with Dewar ~r anvone else, He anmenred t5
pe =inecsre in hie reemnnses tn the inauniries recarding tne facte
furnished uy rou and in sn ef1art t~ furnieh some informstinn ne
tn the pepsie nnan which the slle~ntinns were mada, recalled the
ineldent at tue Carlton Hotel, Lkr, Uninlean called sttention io
the Tact tnat, ns ¥ar -~s e can reenll, llewar roturned tn Lngland
in Cetober ~f 1941,

Lr. quinlen waz cautisned st eonsideravle lensth nrainet
mewing any statemsante in swvolie ar to unsutsaorizea rersons in
Private rezarding the Jsrden bomb =isnt, with emphagies on the
serious effect tnat looee talk can nave on ~ur war affort.

Sincerely yours,



August 29, 1942

My dear Mr, Purcell:

Thie will ecknowledge your letter of Auguet 22 concerning the
indiscretion of Mr. Walter Guinlen, of Springfield, Ohio, Fresident of
Robbins and Myers, Inc. This matter is being thoroughly investigated
by the lavy.

Frior to the result of that investigation, however, it can be
sald that kr. ulnlan's company does not meke the dorden bombsight. The
company is engaged in the menufrcture of parts to be used in conjunetion
with the menufacture of the sight and informetlon concerning these perts
is not closely held, and &t ie the opinion in the bevy l'epartment that the
diselogure of kr. (uinlan about whet he knows sbout the elght does not
involve any Jjeopardy to the sight itgelf.

(ainlan could net liave told the Pritish enything they did not
know sbout the sight because for p period of several monthke, the British
have been provided with the sight by the Havy Department. Furthermore,
the destruction within Japasnese held territory of a number of Americen
planes which were equipped with the sight leads to the belief that the
Japenese alsc have come into military possession of this article. It ie
the belief, however, of the Urdnance Department that even if the Japsnese
have come into possession of one or more of the Norden sizhte, the man-
ufacturing procees 1s eso exacting and involves such intrieate plans that
it would be many months, if not eeveral years, before they could reproduce
it.

Prompt stepe have been taken to warn lr, (uinlan of the nature
of his offense against American security in indulging in indiscreet tall.

Sineerely yours,

Mr. Ganeon Purcell, Chairman
Securities and Exchenge Commiesion

Fhiladelphia, Pa,
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My dear Mr., President:

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 46301

WASHINGTON

August 29, 1942

This ie in reply to your memorandum of Aupuet 25 concerning

the indiscreet conduct of

Mr, Walter Cuinlan, of Springfield, Ohio,

I am having the matter carefully investigated as you suggested,

I am attaching a
Mr. Garscn Purcell on the

The Wnite Houee

Enciosure

suggested reply to be sglgned by wrou to
matter,

Sincerely wours,

~

/‘L.M
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Date-
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Signature. (Doxe / ‘



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

I August 25, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

Please read enclosed from
Ganson Purcell, Chairman of the
S. E. C. This is pretty bad.
Don't let this news leak out
but I think we should do some-
thing.

Please prepare reply for

my signature.

F. D. R.

Memo of Aug. 22 to the
(EnClﬂsurﬂ)Eﬁmﬁh re investigation which
the S.E.C. has been making into Empire
Ordnance Corp. evidence indicates that
principal officer of a corp. mfg. the
Norden bombsight has failed to preserve
the secrecy with whieh the Govt. has
surrounded the bombsight.
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OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

%, s
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION (;, %
<
WASHINGTON ;
PHTLADEL PHIA e % %
q13\d;, iy

B 18

August 22, 19)2 e~

LMENORANDUL! FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Durlng the course of the investiration which
the Commission has been making into Empire Ordnance
Corporation and persons afllllsted with it, our
attention has been directed to evidence indicating
that fhe principal officer of a corporation manu-
facturing the Norden bombsight for the Govermment
has falled to preserve the secrecy with which the
Government has surrounded that bombsight. While this
matter is not related to our investigation, 1t seemed
to me that the Interest of the national defense re-
quired that the Cormander-in-Chief be informed‘as to
such carelessness In connectlion with a vital military
secret.

The Indlvidual 1s V/alter Gulnlan, President of
Robblns and ..yers, Inc., of Springflield, Ohio. On
lovember 11, 19,41, ‘minlan told lilchael Dewar, of the
British Tank Illssion, "very confidentlally - after a
few drinlzs" that "his firm were making the liorden

Bomb Sight and that the Sight that the U. 8. had glven

N



S -

to Great Drltein was the Sperry snd not the llorden".
Asain, on June 6, 152, Quinlan told Dewar at the
Jashincton Hotel that "he understood that the
bombers we were now getting had the Illorden bomb-
sight, which he makes, and which he will insist, 1s
enormously accurate".

Since no iInvestigation has been made of this
matter by the Commlssion, 1t is not possible to state
viiether (uinlan has been indiscreet in discussing
thls matter wlth persons other than Dewar.

Respectfully submitted,

V%ﬂ 4#&1

Ganson Purcell
Chairman
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