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August 26, 19~9 . 

:v-:;ro H:.f01~T ~ 11. 0 r c {o c /( 

I n London , Lord Hal ~ fax reoe1 Ted th e fi' r enob a nd 

Pol1 l3h ,l mbh~sadors ~nc. discus s ed t he Henderson r eport 

on t h e meeti ng wi th Hi t l er . The Ca bi net i e pr epa r ing · 

t"o meet and wi l l for mula. t e a 1'or mal r e pl y t o t he GP.rma.n 

Chan cel lor. 

Far1 s i s bP.1 nv, kep t c lo s ely i nfor med of develo ~­

ments i n Lor1don but 1& skept i cal , on t he basis of in­

fo r lll&t i on which ha s so f a r be t. n r ece1veu, o f the pos­

s 1b1li t 1es of worki ng out a comCJ r orot s e .agr ee:ment . A. o ­

cord i ng t o th~ 1nfor nl8.ti on 111 Pctt• 1 a , Hitle r has not 

receded from h i s Dl~x1mum demands . I f ths l·ole s we re 

t u ent er nego t 1atlone on Hitler' 9 t e rms it wo uld on l y 

b e a raa.tt t:r o f t1 me b t ror~ ther WO\l l ct l o se t he ir 1n­

depmd ence . 

Par i s , 1n con sequen ce , 1 s fo l lo •11 i q t pence move e 

i n London wl th full r eserve R.·let i e go1 1 g A heRd with " A.r 

prepRra t1ons . 

War saw re · ort E th Rt Ge rman provocati ons ar e in­

creat~ ••A" 1'1 1 nt el\ R\ ty . There hRv e b een 8hoot1ng and 

1ncend1 nry 



1noendi a rJ fires al l along t he Ger 1;:a n front and there is 
eTery evi de nce t hRt German military prepAration s are 

be l ng p r essed. 

Thi s mo rning t he German Ministers in Brussel s and 

The HaRue no tified the Belgian nnd Net herlRnde Govern­

me nts t hat 1n t he evfn t of 'VHr t he neutrA.l 1ty of t hes e 

countrlF.s would be r eaoec t e C. by the He1 ch. 

In Bucharest 1 1 1s reoort cd t hn t th e Hungarian 

Gover nmen t defi nitely t rnEd down RtJmania ' s r equest for 
a non-aggressi on pact. As a consequence , Rumani A. has 
b een bbl1ged t o t Rke c ert ~in protective military measure s 
on t he Hungarian f r ontier. 

In Rome t he re i s evidence oi' a desperate attempt 

to find ·· l P.. st minute sol u t i on of t h f cr1 s i s . The Po ce 
l:a s been mo s t 6.ct-1ve: in receiving t he r eDr eeentat ive o r 

for e ign po we r s , inc l uding the F'r encll , Poli sh and Spa nish 

Mini s t e r s . Si gnor ~ayaa , t he tone of ~ho se art1 cl~ 

yest erd~y ~~as belli ger ent, today devotes hi s editorial 

to an accou nt of l ast mlnnte attempt s to d i s cover a basi s 
for negotiation s . He r e port s t ha t a plan i s being formu­

lat ed in London , -a ris , a nd \a shlnr-t on which will estab­

llal. a basis fo,.. direct nt got1 A1" 1on betw~en t he German 

and f oli sh Govern mE- nts . He say s t he.t the ftA.lian Government 

i s 
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1 :; rnak l. r:g e. v e ry strenuous e ft'o rt t o br l ng about a p ea ce­

f il l so lution 'lnd l s l.n close to uch wl.t h a l l gov ernaents 
c o".oernfld . AJIOI\t'; oU1er thlngo t;e r e 1 o r t a th:~t Hl tle r 
coqsult.ed Hu eaol l. n l be f o r F hl. e t r.llt wl.th the Brlt1sh Am-

bP.::; B<tdo r . 

Iufordl'lt lon hA s been r ecei vee from " ttat u t hAt 

l>ri llle ~ inl a1 ~ r ·ackend!:! Ki n;; lAst nl~h1 uch:.r E.e!leC! r.n 
& f) Jeo..l J'or ;:>e~-t.c c t..:> l! l tl t r a nd •.lu e s Jl1n1 f nd t h: Pr esl­
d e :l t of '" Ol11nd . 

· u : re ll : MolR . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

August 26, 1939. 

RAPIO REPORT - 12;00 NOON 

In London the British Cabinet is now meeting to con­
sider what r eply will be made to Chancellor Hitler. Sir 
Nevile Henderson has delayed hie departure for Berlin and 
will carry back with him,when he goes , the views of the 
Government. 

Rumors of a compromise and concessions by Poland 
continue to be heard in well-informed cir cles in London, 
particularly in quarters which are known to be close to 
t he so- called "appeasement group 11 • In fact, these r eports 
were increased to such an extent t hat the Foreign Office 
press has since issued the followi~g statement : 

"Report s have been circulated that Sir Neville Henderson has brought back from Germany terms put forward by Chancellor Hitler. There is no confirmation whatsoever of these reports that terms were mentioned in the conversations between Chancellor Hitler and Sir Nevile Hender­son, and they should be completely disr egarded." 
Radio commentators st ressed the fact that the division 

in British ruling circles, which was so marked at the time 
of Munich, is again pronounced . TheForeign Office and 
political circles close t o Mr. Churchill and Mr. Eden 
are opposed to compromise , but in ot her circles t here is 

a 



a demand that pressure be brought to bear on Poland to 
accept reasonable terms. 

In Rome, rumors of a settlement were almost as pro­
nounced as t hey are in London. The gene ral feeling in 
Rome is that there will b e no war. There is much talk of 
localizing a conflict, should t here b e one, to Germany 
and Poland, and t h ere is evidence that t he Italian Govern­
men t is b endi ng its efforts in t hat direction. Mussolini 
is said also to be bringing all t he force at his command 
to persuade the Polish Government to accept a compromise. 
It is said that the Pope too is using his influence in that 
direction. 

In any event, great hope is pinned on the decision 
of the British Cabinet. 

In Paris, t he belief is gaining ground that London 
is weakening and that many ~lements in and around the 
British Cabinet are advocating a negotiation on the basis 
of Hitler's offer. France remains completely skeptical 
with regard t o the Hitler proposal and continues its war 
pr eparations. Categories 1, 5, and 6 have been mobilized 
and posters giving mobilization i nformation are appearing 
on t he Paris streets. Requi sitions have bee n extended . 
Normal railway tra ffic has been interrupted, and all 

museums 



museums have been closed while art treasures are moved 
to places of safety. Among other moves, the French Gov­
ernment thi a morning ordered .the suspension of all com­
munist newspapers and publicat ions, and communist head­
quarters in Paris and the provinces were raided. 

From Berlin, late reports are to the effect that the 
decision with r egard to peace or war now rests with the 
British Cabinet. The Chancellor has gone as far as he was 
able in the direction of offering a basis for an agreement 
short of war. Military preparations continue with in­

creasing intensity while the reply of the British Cabinet 

is awaited. In conversation, German officials still take 
an optimistic view and say that war will be avoided. Of­
ficials of the appropriate ministries in Berlin are satis­
fied that German demands of Poland will be met and t hat the 
British Gover nment will attempt a conciliatory attitude 
in ita reply to the Chancellor. It is said that the t erms 
put forward by Hitler include the cession of Danzig and 
a strip of t h e Corridor by Poland; a ten-year guarantee 
by Germany of what r emains of Poland; and an Anglo-Franco­
German non-aggression pact, accompanied by quantitative 
limitat~6n of arms. 

Berlin press, in the meantime, continues to play up 
st ori e s of Polish atrocities, particularly account s of 

attacks 



attacks on German and Danzig S.A. and s.s. men. England 
is held responsible for the situation and the note is 
sounded that the issue of war or peace rests with England. 



Augu•t 26, 19~ • 

. 
BAPIO REPOR-t - l;OO P . M, • 

The British Cabinet is e t111 meeting . Early re­
ports from t he h i ghest official circles indicate that 
the British GoTernment, which is concerting ite 
decis ions with t he French GoTernment, will make it 

clear t o Hitler in its r epl y t hat it cannot aooept his 
•suggestions• which i nvolTe the dismemberment of Poland. 
'l'he best i nfor med opi ni on is t o t~ effect t hat the 
reply -.rill leaTe no r oom for misunderstanding of the 
British position. The reply will be flown back to Berlin 
by Sir Nevile Henderson t omorrow morning . 

In Rome, opinion i s becoming 1noreasingl7 peseiai•t1o 
a• indications are receiTed t hat th e British, contrary to 
what was expected in t he Ital ian capital, will not back 
down. The Italian pr es sure on Poland t o make adequate 

concess i ons continues , but hope is rap idly f ading. 

In P a~ is , earlier fears of a weakening by the BJooi tish 
are dissipating. Fr an ce , it is s aid, will refuse to coa­
pr om1se a t t he expens e o f Poland. 

Berlin official op i nion i s becomi ng 1ncr easingl7 
intransi gent. Offic i al s t at ements are to the effect that 

OD17 



only a complete oap1tulat1on b7 Poland will preTeDt 

d1aaster. '!'he Y1ew 11 taken that it 11 the aaored dut7 

ot England and 'ranee to po1nt out to Poland that tht7 

will not be in a poa1t1on to extend erreot1Ye help in 

the eYent ot holt111t1ea. 



RARIO HIPOR! - 8;0Q A.M. 

!'he Br1 t1•ll OablMt a·dJou:raed a.t 7:16 a. a. ( OU1" tl•) 

&nd 1 t waa an»ouaced that Sir •nile Bea4&1'eoa would n,. 
be.ok to Berlin, leartng at 8 a. •·, Wa.eh1ngtoJl ti•. !he 

Br1 tlah Pa.rllaaeat will be coDYoked tc:Jaorrcnr. 

!he 1nd1oat1ona after the Cab1Bet meetiq (there was 

no official co-Wlique) were that the reply of the Br1 tlah 

OoYermDent would be flra, ba' would lean the dOor open for 

further nesotiatton. !he iapresaion preYaile in Lon4on 

that Herr Hitler ia tending more and more to negotiation 

and that uncertainty 1• inoreaa1ng in Berlin. 

fhe Br1 tiab GoYernsent is not relaxing its war prepa:rar­

tiona, howeYer, and thia •oning or61ra were aent out te 

Bri tiah ahippiq, olo•iag the Medt. 'enanean and the Ba.l t1o. 

Fruoe clapped on an offioial oenM~IIhip ~1• morning, 

ud p:repa.red to anDOunce general aobilisaUon. !he eYaou· 

tion ot o1 Ylliau troa Pari• 1• procee41ns, and the oouatrr 

1a ataadtng to aru, reaq for aay e•entu•'S.t7. 

Ger.any clo•e4 all ita frontier• thla aoraing and turned 

baot touriata, incl uding Aaerioau, when they reached point• 

CID 
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•• tlle heMll &Mother .... 1'1l froDUen. 'fhe feutac 

pre.atla 1D BerllD 1;lld Ute oow:DV7 ia rap14l7' p1Dg te 

war • and ~a' oD17' a airaole, or a ooaple1;e capt't;ulaUoD 

b7' ~· Polea, ou now aaYe 1;he pe .... 

Waraaw repor1;a an 1D'eD81f1oattoa of Geraan proYoo.­

UoD all along the frontier. IDoid.eDh are bk1Dg plaoe 

w1 ~out oeue &Dd OeriiAD troop coDOeatraU.ou are :repor1;ecl 

fro• all rt t&J. po11l'•. All &l.ons 1;he Gera&Jl frontier th1a 

ao:rn1Dg Gerlii&D ebaerYaUoa ballGODe 1;ook poe1 Uon. 

h:Pell:RD 
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DEPARTME NT OF STATE 
\" , iF" 

~ ·./ DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

August 28 , 1939. 

RADIO REPORT - 11:15 A,M, 

At 11:00 a , m, today i t wa s announced by a commentator 

the. t Ambasss.dor Henderson was about to l eave London , carrying 

the message thRt Britain would stand by Poland . (It had 

previously been reported that Ambassador Henderson would 

leave London at 8:00 o ' clock Washington time, and this 

announcement i ndicates t llat at 11:00 o ' clock Washingt on 

time he was still in London ) , 

From Paris, a newspaper r eport states t hat accordi ng 

t o infor mation secured f rom Fr ench mili tary circles it is 

b elieved tha t Hitler will r equire from three to five more 

days to make his army r eady for war , Although i~ is dif-

ficult to obtain accurate military infor mation from Germany, 

i t is nevertheless understood that there are 35 divisions 

at present on t he Polish fronti er, but that another 25 d1v-

isions are r equired to insure the success of any German 

drive and an additional time will be required to b r ing them 

to t heir post~ 

A report f r om London states that ~ussolini has sug­

gest ed a four or five-power conference to Chancellor Hitler 

and has off ered his services as a possible mediator. 



A }'~~ se lesoo i a tion bulleUn a t 11: 20 a . m. r& po:rte4 

tha t 1\mbasaa.dor Hen :erson ht~ d Juet lef t London for 5er l1D 

by plane, oa rl'ying ~ 1th h ill'l t h e flr1t illh r eply to Hitl er • e 

p:ro.>Os a le i it .._a ata t ed tha t ~e r eply ..:ont a. me4 count er 

proJOaula on t he ~~rt of th~ British Government. 

Kln6 ueorge Vl oonferrod v1th l r l mc M1n1eter Ohamber­

l a 1n . no l!ore- dEl linha , l.l;·i t1 nh fla r !:iecr e ta ry , t h 1 s aft er­

novn . 

Fr om Berl in 1 t ''as r~po t ed th!' t Hi tle r conferred 

r 1tb tba I tali.an Ar.lbaseauor t t:ere Jl8&1n today . 

At 1 2. : 1 6 toda)' 1. t vas :\nnounoed f rom t\0/lla th:tt iJnyda , 

1n f' pr es a a r ticle th 11'1 ~fternoon n fter re f f' rrln ~ot t o the 

&;>.Joe.ls f r oru all over the ·"Orld t o t.lucsol1n1 to in t erveno 

to ,)r !:ven t a ca t a s t rophe, st t ed "11 .ruoe 1B not idle . ~ 

1'he (.)F,Oil '.ibn Uovernnum t ha.o announced t hn t 1 t ne.e 

assumed ccn t rol l ed of nll vnnad 1an met'I.Jh nt sh i pping . 

It was annouDIHtd a t noon todar tha t The Netherlands 

ordered a ~el"ll mob1l1:rat1on . 'l'hU report baa betaCD\­

f trmed br '~ t e legr am fr0t11 our Lega U on a t l'he ll&€fU• · 

l u: 11oJterson: .Jll.. 



RADIO REPORT 
Auguet 28 

1:00 P. M. 

It i s announced in London tha t text of t he Briti~h 
renly t o Chancel lor Hitler w111 b e made public at t o1110rro-.r's 
sesaion of Parl iament, 1hen it i s r eported tha t members of 
t he Opnosition also speak i n suoport o f the Government. 
This indica t es t o observer s in London that t he note rP.jecte 
Hitl e~ ' s pr oposal. 

Exodus of civil nopulation from Paris has be{;Un . 
Chancel l or hitler v111 receive 151r Neville !-!f'•lder son 

&t 4: ()0 P . lri . Wa shingt on Time t oday . When the food r&etr1c-
t i ona went into effect in Berli n t oday there wae consi derable 
~umbl 1ng and di scontent manifested amon~ t he p eonle. 

The Polish Government , it is announced in Warsa~ , has 
sent an ~fficial nrot aet t o Germany over t he German chargee 
of Pol ish 111-tre~tment of German mi norit i es . 

A ne.,spe:per correenonden t on t he German-l'olish frontier 
r eport s t het t he bel i ef i s current in the German frontier 
districts t hat act i on may t ake nlaoe today. 

\ 



Augue t 38 , 1939 . 

Wr . &:d 'l'larc! ' · Merrill of the Oolum'b 1~ Broedoaating 

.;ompanf s~ted f:ro:u Lor.aon a t lz 00 p . m. tha t the Oh1neee 

~n<l J~:v<weee Aol>b s G!HlOl"t! lk" d called r. t the flr t t ish for eign 

u r f L ,e tol{e 10ltel t oday . 

Tbe f irq t defense order ~a issued in London today. 

I t uont~ ins a l a rge number of de,a1le4 prov1s 1ona, tnalu41ng 

eucb mn tter~ ~s : 

( ~ ) ..:oarpu l::n .ry e.aouation of persons ~ nd anb1alS on 
the order of the compe t ent o .ff 1a 1a la . 

( l ·) .Jom;JUl aory bill e t ing of mU1 t a ry f Ol"cas . 

( cJ l'he de t a iled. regula tion of t r affic . 

(d) T'ne preven tion of OCl..Qer ae 1n oa.rtain areas . 

{e) Th~ prevent i on of the posees3i on or release 1ar 
fli{~h t of r au 1ng An d hu mmi ng pigeons . 

l'he ~ roydBn ~ irport i e t o be blacked out tonight . 'Jbe 

Admi.r~l ty h~s fo·rb1dden the oruising of aeo. vessels 1n 

l .r 1 t i ob t~n·r 1 to r 1e1 1 'E t e r e tonight . 

Tli.c Hou e o f Oommone wi ll rae·., t c. t r : 4b p. m. t omorrow. 

The • :rii!H:t 1n 1s t cr l o be inR ur,c;ed by members or th e opposition 

to publ1ah i n full the Hi t l er oor·r e soondenoe ~nd to Klve the 

full nt ory or the break~own o f the <uaa 1an nego t1a t1ona . 

Vorooh 1loT i s r~ported to hR ve etat e4 1n u0 aoow today 

th;. t he SJH' no raa.eon lthy rtuo sia ahould not sup '1 y Poland 

w1 th n.rM'J ruld emmuni tiona of war in the e vent of a oonfl1o t. 
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Kr . ioter:dll , t b tt Ool\llllbi& v011111ena\or , a\ated t b& t ao 

f a r ae he had been a bl e to a aoer~in a ttar o a.reful i nqu lrJ, 

Poland ba a no t t.een subjected t o any pressure by Grea t 

Br itain t o yiel d to Hitle r ' s demands . 

llr . William f3b1rer, o f t he Col umbi a uroad.Oasttns s ,. t em, 

announced f rora Berlin r- t 2 P· • · {a.sh1ngton tlme th e t t he entire 

Oe rman pras~ a ta t ea t on tgh t t h l'. t Ge rmany cannot t>.nei will no t 

oomoromi ae . He aai~ t~L tb~ t ensi on i n Berl in i s t~:rtfio 

a na thJ;: t Onrmany l8 on e oom pl ~.tte ?731' footing. Hou aewt vea 

stood 1n line cor r a t ion ca rda.- the fi rst tlC!Ie s 1noe the lto.rld 

Je.r, he a t a t ed , tha t r a e1on onr da h<w o 'been r .~Quired . 'f r a1na 

lid no t o r oea t ne Uel'!M1l border s t Od.ay bu t (I topped a t t he 

fron tier . 

ilr . !lb1re r Gd ·. t h' t in ue l'tm.n o f!to1el o1~lea 1t wa s 

S b t ed tha t the lh·1t1sh answer -vh i on Hl t o : e c1cl 1ve;·~ t.n t s 

afternoon by AlllbBsalL~or rHmdor oon M y nece11. 1t n t e a r'u r ther 

J er lll8n r e pl y and thue oause f urthe r dela y. 1ie :o~dd.ed thn t 

i n hie ouini orn, ~ 011ev4r , the l t•s ue oa nnot be d el a yed l on1cl\r 

than an o ther t won ty- f ou r houra . 

At 2 : 2;- p. r:r . 1 t 'Mls o.nnounoed tbl) t e!fe .J t ive i mmed1a tely 

n i t-';b Ls of ·..: 1.v1l n irora f t ( ~r ith cort 'l in sneo i rie d uoe ) t l ons) 

h!u L~en ~nned tr~ I t al y and lt~linn ~a~ t Afrioa . 

~~oUI re i vh.er ao n l lu •o. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

August 28 , 1939. 

RADIO REPORT : 3:30 p.m. 

It is announced from Berlin that Sir Ne vile Henderson , 

the British Alu"rJassador, landed in Berlin a t ow m1nute'3 before 

three o ' clock. He is to see Herr Hitler at f our o ' clock 

washington time this afternoon to deliver the British 

reply. It was stat en that the pilot of the Ambassador ' s 

plane was instructed to stand by until tomorrow; this 

suggests of course that i t may be necessary for the 

Ambassador to return to London with a f urthe r co~~nication 

from Germany. 

Nazi officials inf ormed newspaper men at the time 

of Ambassador Hender son ' s arrival that the door we.s opAn 

to negotiat i ons but t hat Ger many mu s t hf.lVS De.nzi g and the 

Corridor ns a prelimin£1ry to negotiati ons. 

Eu : Hickerson: VEJ 



Augus t 28 , 1939 . 

ftAD I O R~PORfl 4 115 p.a , 

A Nat ional Br oadcasting commenta t or a nnounced from 
Par iB th is a f t ernoon between 3130 and 4100 tha t Muasolini 
had t aken over the direction of t he Ital i an For e i gn Office 
from ~ iano and was in aot ive char ge of a ll I tal i an nego­
t i a t i ons; i t wa s tur tho r stat ed t ha t Grandi, the former 
It l i an Ambas sador to Gr ea t Br i ta in , waa r eturning to 
London . 

The Ger man s t eamsh i p Sremen, wh i ch has be en out of 
r ad i o oommun ioa t i on for t he l a s t thirty- s ix hour s, nas 

a rrived of f Am brose Lil~ht a t New Yor k a nd is expec t ed t o 
dock about 6 o ' clock this aft er noon with about 1700 

pass engers . It i s unders t ood tha t the Br emen will sa il 
t omor r ow di reo t f or Ger~ny wi t hout pass engers . 

iU: Hi cker son : WHL 



Aur.:u s t 28 , 1939 

RADIO REPORT -- 5 :00 o ' clock 

The NBC br oadc as t at 4 : 45 u . m. s t a ted that France 

had closed her Rhi ne frontier, t hat censorship had been 

est ablished a t noon today over cables and t elephone calls , 

tha t D&laoier he..d sent a second letter to Hitler . The 

reuort cont i nued that t here were Germon observ a tion balloon s 

over the Polish border and that there wer e constant e.tta.cks 

by Ger mans aaa inst Polish border stat i ons, not only with 

riflee but with hand ~enades . Hungary had called more 

troous t o the colors . 

Tbe S . S . ST . LOUIS and the S . S . NEW YO:n.K of the :feu'l!burg­

American Line were r eported t o hav e left t~ev• York t h is 

e ft ernoon with no passengers abroad. 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL The I1. ilita.ry Attache a t Berlin 

r eport ed t h i s a fternoon t hat t he Germ.:m army mobil izat i on 

was nroceeding on schedule . He sta ted t hat t he a.ir f or ce 

mobilization eompr ised 480 sau a dron s o f 7,000 fir s t-line a lr ­

ulo.."les . 

The ltlil itary Attache a t Paris r enorted today that 

accordi nr; t o his informa tion t here are 34 German Divisions 

along the Polish frontier and that the land f orces of Ger many 

now un der arms total 2 , BOO , OOO men . The :'.ii litary AttPche 

reoorted that t he French General Staff now considered t ha t 

et least thirty more German Divisions will be n eceRsary 

before 
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before GermRny mexches aga i nst Po l a n d and thet four to 

f ive days wi ll b e r eouired to move t hese t hirty Divis i ons 

into n l ace . The ~.:ni t ary Attache continued that informe.tion 

from I taly indi cate d no immediate i ntention on t he part of 

Italy to enxe.g e i n v·ar . 

f1!r . Wiley, the l•.:inister at Riva, renort ed thi s eft ernoon 

t ha t there was great confusion among his colleaf'.'ues i n Ri~a 

over the int ernationaJ. s i t uation . He sta'ted tha t \"heree.s 

l<,st Sep tember t he Italian r.l: n i ster received.full renorts 

from Rome as t o I" ha t he should "think And s ay", et the 

present time the I talian i,:i nister i s comnletely without 

instructions fl•om Rome . 



DEPARTMEiNT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

RADIO BULLETI N - 8 : 45 p . m. 

August 28 , 1 939 

According t o a N. B. C. broadcas t ~t 7 : 15 tonight 

Premi er Tiso of Slovak i a in a s t a t ement tonight anpealed 

to the nublic to treat Ger man t r oops as fr lends an d sai d 

the.t t hey were nresent t o repel &ny a.tte.cks by Poland on 

Slovaki a a nd in e.ccordence v;ri t h Slovakia 1 s treaty with 

Ger many . 

Accordinp: to a Columbi a broadc as t a.t 8 : 00 to 8 : 40 n . m. 

t oni ght Hitler received t he British Ambassador at 10 : 30 

Berl in time tonip-ht a.nc. their conver sa tion lasted an hour 

Emd t en minut es . The Ger man Foreign Min i ster von Ri bhentrop 

v·as nres ent ourinp- t he conversation; Goerinp: vre.s ar.marently 

i n t he Chancell ery but did not t a.l<e nar t in t he conver sation . 

About mieni~ht Hitler is repor t ed t o have gone i nto R 

conference with a rroun of advisors including Goering , 

Ri bbentr on ~o the nrinciuG~ German mil itary commanders . 

The German press 1!f8.S reDort ed t o be much m1l c1.er in t one 

tonir,ht . The Columbi.a commentator, Mr . Schier er, r eferr e d 

to the fact thst a ll lights v:er e o n in Berlin ton i ght fr om 

\l·h i ch he concluded that c erta in t be Ger man s woul d not march 

tonight . 

Mr . 
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llll' . Sch i erer e t a t e d t hat 1 t v:a e unt: e r stood t he>.t Sir 

il eville Eendel'Eon tele nhoned i.or.don efter h i s rE> t urn t o 

the Brit i sh Embas sy nnd tha t ;~ . Davi d Boyle of the Br1t ~ sh 

For e 1,-n Off ice v•l':!o .. &d. ac co11roar.ied t he Anlbessfldor to Berlin 

v•e.s to fly beck t o London eCI!'lY tomor r01•· morn i nr; taki n,r 

\•·ith Pim E: r enor t t o h:r . Chamb erl a in on th e Am'on!'sador' s 

conversntic n \"1 tr. :lerr E i t ler . 

A U.P. desoatch fr om Berlin <'HO t ed o ver the radi o Et 

€: : /,5 st6 t ed thr t eccor di :llt t o i nfor ma tion rece i v ed in 

-,ffic irJ circles from i'3E>rl in :ii tler ~ .. ~ul ~ hen:5 his r e-oly 

to t he Br iti li'h JIJnbRssacior "v•ithin a fP.~: hour s . " 
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DEPARTMENT O F STATE 

/-.... - DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

August 29 , 1939. 

RADIO REPORT: 8 :15a. m. 

There is no information concerning the terms of the 

German Chancellor ' s reply t o the British Government, 

although news raports from Berlin indicate that the 

reply will reach the Britiah Government before today ' s 

session of Parliament . During this period of waiting 

inci dents on thl:' Germa.n-Pol i sh frontier continue . The 

Italian newspapers which apneared on tne s treets at 

noon state that t he European situation will reach its 

most critical hour ver y short ly and one paper maintains 

t hat the British r~ply excludes any serious ~ossibility 

of compromi se. Italian military pr eparati ons wP.re 

speeded up today and an orCter has been issued that no 

private automobiles will be allowed to circulate in 

Italy a fter September 3. Teleph~nic communication 

between EngJ.and and Italy hae been suspend ed. From 

B101rlin it was reported that a political spokesman had 

sai d that the door was still opPn an6 t hat the British 

now indicated willingness to continue t he discussions . 

This afternoon ' e sessi on o f the Bri tish Parl i ament , 

which is convoked for three o ' clock ( 9 a . m. Washington 

t iMe), will be 11m1 ted to a cl.~claration by the Pri me 

i~ini ster ana a briaf statement by t he leader of the 

opposition. 



~~position . Although R special plane waa being held 

for tne British Ambassador, Sir Nevile F-ender son, to 

enable him to return to En!;\land toda y, t he plane left 

the Templehof Airdrome in Berl in at noon (6 p . m. 

Washington time) without the Ambassac.or , but one repor"t 

states t hat it carried Herr Hitler ' s answer in writing. 

Eu: Reber :lf'M.J 



August 29 , 1 939. 

f!APIO .Rr.pOHT - 9 : 46 A .M. 

A fu l l report o f the Hriti sh Prime Mi nist e r' s spet ch 
in t he Hou s e of Commons today h~~os j ust been concluded . 
Mr . Chamberlain sRi ' · t h '1 t there ?Jas no ohfo nge in the 
policy of t he liri tish Governme nt a nd t hAt i t WF. f! prepared 
to carry out i t s oblipt.tions i 1 t ll r.lr Pntl.rety . Al thollgh 
the Pr ime Jlini s t P.r !It~>· e t'! t hat i l: woul n no• b p i n t h e 
public interest to make kno-vn tht> f ull t e ... t o f t h e exchanges 
which h1vl t Rlten pl~oe b e t ·'leen the Flr1 ti sh a nd Ger,nan Gov­
ern:n ·~ nt EJ , ho \.note · t n'l in general t~>rrns t h ;:: t Herr li ttler 
h Pn i rnpr · seeo upon the British oovernm f'- n t hi s ·N1sh for 
an J\nglo- Gerl1an u n<l• r.st £.. Hci1ng of a complete (• nd lasting 
char acter . ~nd left no doubt as t o h i s view s of the 
u rg~ ncy of an i mmediate 3ettlemf nt oi the i s sue with 
Polnnd . The Hrit1. sh novernment had repli ed t hat it would 
welcome , as s oon ll S circumstances would per1nit , a n exam­
i nation of the existing di f fi culti es b~ twef'n Gr eut Br ita in 
a nd Germany, but thAt eve r yt hing would de r:end UJ:. On th e 
manner t llet t l:e e xi s ti ng t'ol l sh problem was solved . 'f'he 
Sr i tlsh ·~ov P.rnme 'lt l.ad expre s :':ed t m. hope the.t the t ensi on 
created by f ron ti e r cl ~shee betwePn Poland and Germany 
would be d1mi n1 Ahen Anc: th~> t both Gove rnme nt e '¥Oul d en-
d e.-t vor to prev ent. a recurrenc e of such incident s Rnd 

the 
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the publicRtion o f exagg~rated and inaccurate r epor t s of 

Htrocitiee , 1n t he hope of bringing abou t an atmosphere 

o f friendly negoti a tions, wh1oh mi ght l ead t o a wider ex­

change of vi ews . Mr. Chamberlain t hen SAid t.h•· t the 

13ri tieh fklve rnmen t w".s wa 1 t 1 ng for a reply from the German 

l'lovernmFnt. t o i te l a st co= n1cat!on and the.t on t he 

natur e of thi s re~ly would depend wh eUter furt her time 

could be gi vr n to explan.<ttlons and negot1.'\t l one . In 

r ev1 ew1nr i3r ~ t1ah def ense pr ecautions , he stated th:t t t here 

wo•1 l d b P. no weakeuinv in tl JP. deter~:11 n" t l on on t he pRrt of 

t~ e Sr1t1 sh n~t lon or i ts concl usion t i.Rt 1t *115 r PRdy 

f or any event uality . 

l !e ooncl ud.ed i n s!lyi nB t J,.J, t~1e issue of pe ce or 

Nt<.r was ft ill undete r mi ned , but t~. ,_t l.h t! Gover nment i ntended 
• t o col! t lnue lt !:> work for !>II• ce Hnd t o abide by its obllga.-

tl on!l Rna. commitments . Fol lowl nv; a speech by the 

l eader of opoo sit on in supnor t or t he Oovernment , the 

House ad.journeci. e.ml wlll not 1neet '\>{ 1 n before Tue stiay , 

Sept ember 5 , unl ~:. ss an emergency i nte rvenes . 



August 29 , 1939 

fiADI O R~PO~T - lli30 A.M. 

It is a nnounced t hr.; t the rat ificnti on o f' t h e German­
Soviet non-a~gression Pact has again been postponed a t 
least unt il Rept ember let , 

Although it was said thHt Chancellor Hitler ' s reply 
has not ye t be en r ece ived, it i s exp., ct~ d 1n London during 
the aft ·- rnoon . Accordln¥ to one nC\Io'G r t:port t he For e ign 
Orf 1ce in Lo r.don has 1nd1 c~t ed t h • t lii tl er ht>.d not ye t 
r e J ect .:tl t i {; Hr1t1 eh :r-r·o ~ osPls , 'l'he same r Pport stA1 ed 
that t bt r e se••med ttl b t> a n e": will for nP ct> in ~:urone . 

Tl a pt:J: A.rs to be emana ting f r ont Berlin . 
I n Spain A chan ·e or' Et.t t 1 t ut'•~ t o···Arde ,:-ranee a no 

<n-<= •\ t llr1 ~Al n is r'f:!;ort ecl. 

, 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

August 29 , 1939. 

RADIO REPORT : 2:15 p . m. 

At 12:15 p.m. the United Press report ed from JAndon 

an Ruthoritative statement to the effect that the Henderson-

Hitler conversation of last night ha.d failed to produce 

any basis for a solution. 

At 12: 45 p . m. a press report stated that e. well 

placed offici al i n Berlin had said that Hitler 1 a reply 

~ill follow the linea of his answer to Daladier, placing 

the responsibility upon France and Great Britain &A&~ 

bringing Poland into line . 

INS reports that Hitler's reply was handed to 

Henderson at l:lE p . m. E. S. T. 

The Italian PJUbassador to Berlin saw Hitler today . 

Berlin Foreign Office reports that there is no conta"ct 

between Warsaw and Berlin 

There 1 '3 a r .. u!lOr in London that Parliament may 

meet on ThursdAy. 

The King of the BelgiAns and the Queen of the 

Netherlands are x·eported to have offered their good 

offices for a solution. 

Eu : Clark : VEJ .. 
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~lj D IVISION O F EUROPEAN A F FAIRS 

August 29 , 1939, 

RADIO REPORT : 3 : 00 p . m. 

I t is reported t hRt Peris has accepted t he o f fer 

of mediat i on made by Queen W1lbelmina and King Leopol d . 

Poland is said tc he ve mobil ized sever,ql cl asses 

of res-z.rvl sts b-> caus~ of Gernu>n concentr e.t ions i n 

Sl ovakia, 

The Po).ish press is reported to have sugge sted r>n 

exchnnge of minorities . 

The Tass News Agency at~tes t h at the Soviet 

Hi~:" 'Jomm:md ha.s decidee. t,o increP.se garrisons on 

Russia ' s wester n frontier , 

Eu : Coe : VEJ 
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r DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

August 29 , 1939. 

RADIO REPORT: 4:15 p.m. 

1 . In connection with Polish concern over the 

concentration of German troops in Slovakia, Beck is 

reported to have summoned the envoy of Slovakia and 

informed him that the Polish Government viewed the 

concentrations as most disturbing and that Poland had 

been forced to take measures to count eract this threat 

against its security, therefore three more classes of 

reservists had been called out. 
'P~ 

The official communique 1n this regard is said to 
" 

have confirmed the above and to have cited the provisions 

o f the British-Polish Mutual Assistance Pact. (In Art icle II 

(2) of this Pact t he contracting parties are obligated to 

lend all power and ass istance to each other--"Should one 

o f the contracting part i es become engaged in hostilities 

with a European power in consequence of act i on by that 

power which threatened the independence or neutrality 

of another European state in such a way as to constitute a 

clear menace to the security of that contracting party •••. ") 

2. It is understood in Paris t hat Great Britain will 

follow France in accepting the offer of good offices made 

by QJ,leen Wilhelmina ano. King Leopold in the dispute with 

Ger many . 

3. 
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3. It is reported that Hitler dispatched by a.irplane a 

personal note to Chamberlain before he had read the offioal 

oommun.ioat i on of the British Government delivered to him 

last night . Henderson is said to have telephoned Hitler's 

latest message to the British Government and ~ he may 

fly to London tomorrow. 

4 . Gayda says t hat this is no time for prophecies and 

much less for optimism. 

Eu : Coe : VEJ 



_..., 29, 1131. 

ben new wal"'l1~• tor eY.r7one to lea•• Parle wbo" prenlloe 

there 1e aot abeolutel7 ••• .. •7· there 18 !J't.l••• 1n the 
attttulle of the people ot' Parte toda7 aad B•Aeral aob111u.­

Uon lla7 be aaaoaaoell at ab!Get &a7 tille. 

Parte otrelee aow feel oerta1n that fpata will r ... ln 

nnboel. 

Ge.nerd We7gaud 18 reported to be l e&Y1ng Par111 toalght 

for '!'ul"ke7. !'he f'renoh ab .. eador t o lloeoow 1e due to 

arr1Ye 1n Peril toa1ght. 

SftlCI'I'I.Y OOIFI IEftUL 

fhe •uuar7 Attaohl 1n Berlla reperh (7 p.a. todQ) 

that the aob1lhat1on 11'h1oh br1nge the arrq to 122 d1Y1a1one 
• h thought to be oo•pleted. .,., ot' tbue d1Y181one haYe 

alread7 let'' their hoH stat loae. If ..ar ahould be deo1de4 

upon, Gerllall7 oo ul.d latmoh an off'enii1Ye to110rrow, but the 

1nd1od 1on e are that the7 11'111 prob abl7 walt aDtll all •1t s 

are 1n poll Uon, probabl7 at the end or the nek. The oP­
sanhatioa ~!!!! seoond r eaerYe d1Y1s1ona , .!!! e.xoess gt ~ 
l1,g I!Dt1oned &bon , .U. ~ .1!. progren. 
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August 29, 1939. 

RADIO REPORT: 8 : 45 p.m. 

Slovakia - There was a report at 5:30 p . m. that 

Premier Tiso issued a proclamation placing Slovakia under 

German m1li tary law. 

Germany - Ribbentrop and Herr Schmidt were present 

l'1hen Hitler handed Henderson the last German note. 1'he 

conversation lasted one-half hour. It is understood that 

the German note does not close the door lnt will require a 

further reply from London. 

Chamberlain's speech is reported to have been broad­

cast in Germany. An A.P. correspondent who heard it said 

that the rank and file of Germans, as well as those 1n 

higher quarters, feel that Chamberlain will still give 1n. 

The Wilhelmstrasse is still reported to be optimistic . A 

alight easing of the tension was reported . The street 

lights in Berlin are a s bright as ever, and no unusual pre­

Cf-Ut!ons are evident . Yesterday troops roared through the 

Capital all day, but today there were none. The Berlin 

press was stressing today the close contact bet?leen Berlin 

and Rome. The Italian Ambassador sa"' Hitler twice during 

the d.ay . The ant1-Bri tish campaign has slightly lessened. 

The commentator for the Mutual Broadca.sting Company 

in London said that there are rumors of a division ot 

opinion among Hitler ' s advisers . There are signs that the 

Moderates 

' 
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Moderates are getting the upper hand. 
, ft~ Marshal Goer1~~reports that Hitler will accept 

ev~ a halt'.,tay reasonable solution. 

England- Chamberlain has received Hitler ' s note 
and it is expected that a full Cabinet meeting will be 
held tomorrow to consi der it. 

Anthony Eden spoke over a nation-wide hook-up, giving 
he.. the British point of view, whi ch k said to be as follows: 

The British people has made up its mind. The issue has 
been clarified and the decision has been made. The 
question is whether Europe is to be ruled by the threat 
ot force or vmether respect for international engagements 
is to be restored. No patchwork compromise is possible. 
This time the challenge will be met. Obligations will be 
honored. We cannot l i ve forever at the pistol point . 

Eu: Clarke: MHL 
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BADIO REPORT - 5:00 P. Jf. 

AUgust 30, 1939. 

All ~ench railroads hav.e been requisiti0ned for 

military use. 

Poland ha.s warned ships not to enter Danzig. The 

assumption is that the approaches to the Port have been 

mined. 

Albert Foerster is understood to have arrived in 

Berlin tonight. 

Hitler has annoWioed the establishment of a "Special 

Cabinet aounoil on the De~ense ot the Realm~. The cam­

position or the Council was not announced. 

Poland has intormed France and Great Britain that 

none or Hitler's proposals are acceptable to Poland. 

Berlin denied earlier reports or a special radio 

announcement by the German GoTermnent. 

strictly eontidential. 

The Mill tary Attach~ in Paris reported today that 

six German divisions were concentrated in the vicinity 

of Prasov 1n Slovakia and that troops were continuing 

to move to the East. 

EU:Wailes:Thompson:NNB 
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"l!,j,; . 30 J 1 J 3() 

August 30 , 1939 , 

RADIO R •. PORT - 8;36 A .M. 

A Columbia Br oadca sting S71tem report, wh1oh the 
announcer emphasi zed was unconfirmed, stated t hat Poland 
has a greed to cede Danzig and t o neBot1ate on other 
questions . The same r eport said Hitler had asked Poland 
to s&nd an offioi Rl to Berlin w1th1n 24 hours to di scuss 
the matter . The source of the r eport -vas not given, 

It wa s r eported t hAt the Brit ish Cabinet meeting 
ended &t 12:66 . 

~u:Thompson :A~R . 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN A FFAIRS 

August 30 , 1939. 

RP~IO REPORT : 1 : 15 p.m. 

It is reported in Lon6on that the British Government 

wi~l prob~bly aend another communicat i on to Hitler tonight . 

The trene-radio news states the t Hitler 1 s proposals 

fell so f ur short of Brit i sh P.xpect~tions t hat they ~Ad 

been forwP..rdeo. to Wars-<~w without conunent . 

It is report ecl from Paris that in pN!sent ing hie 

creuentials the new Turki sh Ambassador t o Fra nce re-

affirmed his Government 's readiness t o co0~erate fully 

with the all ies . 

It was learned fro~ French ~ffic1el eources that 

Germe.ny 's m111 t ery pos i tiona would be reed y by tomorrow . 

The conclusion was therefore <i rawn tnat war could st12>.rt 

any time tnerea fter . 

Reliable sources i n Berlin report that Hitler mey 

leave that city t omorrow a~i may broaucl'st within the 

next forty - eight hours . 

The Queen !!F<ry and the }Jannattan sailed from Et!rope 

toc.l.F..y wi tn 15000 A.mericans on boerd . Tne IJ e de France 

will se.11 IJn Frici ey . 

The nAI': Japenese ?remler '3tfltes tno.t Ja9en will 

coope r ate 11i t n 11unoer Atllnding 11 t hird countries . 

Eu : Wailes; '~'llCimpson : VEJ 



}- DEPARTM E N T OF STATE -, 
U DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

August 30 , 1939 . 

RADIO RU>ORT - 3j00 P . M. 

The Columbia Br oadcasting System reports that the 

Papal Secretary of State began today a series of con­

ferences With diplomatic envoys accredited to the Holy 

See . 

A report trom Berlin states that tonight for t he 

fir st t i me the offices of the German official news agency 

will remain open all night. 

It is reported in Berlin t hat in accordance with one 

of the clauses of the Berlin-Moscow Pact consultations 

are taking place between officials of the two countries . 

The International News Service reports from Warsaw 

that the Polish For eign Office had announced that Hi tler' s 
~ 

message to Great Britai n was unacceptable to Poland. All 

reserves up to the age of 40 have been called to t he colors. 

Officially informed sources in Berlin declar ed that 

the general mobilizati on of Polish armed for ces cr eates a 

serious situati on . 

An important announcement of the German Government is 

expect ed t onight according to a Hamburg paper wh1oh added 

that 
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that the time for negotiations over Danzig has pass ed. 

Eu:\Vailes :Thompson:RI 



Rtw iO ::EPGRT - 4 :00 P . M. August 30 , 1939. 

The International !iews Service reported from Paris 

that the Brit i sh repl y to Hitler had been communicated 

to the French Government and that it contained a f l at 

rejection of Hitler ' s proposals. 

Tne German people have been told to stand by t~eir 

radios for an important broadcast at 6 o ' clock New York 

time ( 5 o'clock \llashinc-ton} . 

The German army of Occupation in Slovakia has as-

sUned full control over that country. This information 

was contained in a Government Decree issued today • 

• 

zu : Wailes : Thompson: N'lffi 



IUDIO UPOirf - '1; 3Q .l, •• 

Aupat 31, 1939. 

Rat)Or'ta froa Ya.rtoua 'Curopean cap1 ~ala indicate 1lO 

dec1.•1•• chaaga 1.l!l 'tu a1 tua.tioa. War preparatiou are 
going ahead at full epeed in all oountr1ee. Berlia re­
ports general mobilization ordered 1n Poland at a:so p.a. 
yesterday, and Warsaw reports aray avength will reaoh 
two and a. ha.lf million men by Saturday night. 

In Moscow, Voroshiloff 1a reported to have annouaoe4 
new army laws adding half a million men to the Rusaia 

.A:rmy, to bring 1 ts strength to an estiJD.&.~ed two ud a half 
• 

million men. ' 

In the Far East ., Ja.psneae and Russian ~roopa are 
reported ~o be eap.ged in aeTere comba~s on outer Moap­
lian froatier. 

OBS bulletin from Berlin cites meeting late laat 
eYening of Br1t1ah Ambaaaador and Ton R1bbeDtrop ae ind1-
catioa AD.glo-Geni•D negotiationa are at1ll in prosr•••· 
Ae a fur~her opt1~et1o note, contraating With other peaei­
m1et1c deYelopmenta, it mentions the reeatabliaba..t of 
neutral a.trline aerrloee with Berlia. 

Ju:llaet:Wendalin:BMB 



WIO DPOll! - 8: 30 A.JI. 

fte Suprne Bonet ot ~he u.a.s.a. 1• e~eote4 te 

aeet &t 7:30 p.m. ~oday to consider rat1f1c&t1on of aer­

au SoTiet Put. 

Jew Suprsme Defense Oounc11 he~ded by ~1eld Marshal 

Goering baa been entrue~ed by H1~ler with full Bnthority 

~o t~ke all neoessary measures 1n preparation for eventu­

al! ty of war. The Council 1s reported t o have met thia 

morning. 

Berlin reports full text of correspondenc e exohange4 

between British and German Governments may be released this 

aftel'lloon. 

CBS reports official despatches from Rome and Berl1a 

indicate new efforts for peace by Italian Goveruaeat as 

well as by the Vaticaa. Pope P1ue 1• reported ~o haft 

sat a new urgent appeal to the European power• urg11lg 

peace. 

London reports no reply hae aa yet ~ .. received frea 

Bitler to last British co-un1oat1on, but aaner te expeete4 

dnring ~he cl&J. 

U1lconf1rae4 report from Parle indioatea atate of al&l'll 

hu been declared ill eneral Frenoh prOT1•••· 

Ku:Flack:WIIDILII:R¥1 
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August 31 , ] 939 . 

f\ADJO R?~PQHT - 10; 30 A . ~4 . 

'I'he British Gover nment h r.a ora er ecl f ul l mob111za.­

t1on in a.l l ont E: p.;or l es of l a nd , sea , !:tnd air forr. e s . 

:va cuation of 3 , 000 , 000 pe r·sons f r om oongPs t t-. d 

J .. r t ae i n t ne Brl tl ~h Isl s v1.11 b e..,:l n tomorrow . 

Th e Lo ndon s t oc :-L f'Xch· ny, f. ·~ill b e closed t o mo rrow, 

F1r1dR.y . 

Berli n r et.o r t a s sert a th t:tt futu r e of '·.urooe de pend s 

on whe t ner r'ol e a r.r e :-dlli rw to ne v.ot1 n te with (}erma ny. 



/WgWit. 31 , 1939. 

RAQIO fi}jrORT - l l :30 A. y . 

London r tt port.s !W'ther details of 8TaOua t.1on o! 

3, vvO, vOO personA !rom oo~est.ed s.res.a t omorrow , ln-
Oll.lo. l rl() l , JvO, UJU children: Costa t o b•; borne by 

.• overnmt:nt.; aonoo1s c los e d until further nu t.1oe 1n 

.c1 re~a ~tfeoted ; rur~l ecnovl s t o re~a1n o , e n; Lo ndon 

ho6 p1t ~ l s will 10. rl'' :H&oll evuou;..t l. .. ·n o1 s o;ne p .. t i e ut s t o 
t.n e i nt e r i or. 

Berl i n r e,Jot' tE Hlt1e r l t" s til l ut ac.J l Clc£, 3r.:.tl sh 

n .... t e . f~t!rs ter lms l tt f t llOrl l u f ul' ...lb 0 2. i~ t:a..fte r co n-
1 e r rln0 Nl t.n Hi t l e r. 

Rome r epo:rt s t u._ t bo t.n l t.!:t.l l an .o ve r ,.;oeut tUlO 

v ~lrloua 0o ver nment a . 1 ta1i ~tn ..mo~ocs!Jo...;or 1.r, derl 1n 

l•'i S see n He no ersou t.l•r~ e time s t oa&y. Th e :>ope 1a 

s 1t l u t o :ttJ V& caoleo. · .. e~ anl nc-t.Ot1 aaJt 1.~ s.o v1c e of Pres i-
.:J e .lt. ,uoae ve1 t. 

u.e ne r a 1 ~ r <>. noo i s r c ,)ot•t.eu t o na ve cre -. teo a 

ol .>r;a1n 1 a f reeoum .Jl LLOtlo n . . \ 
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Paris re ports eyacuat i on of school ohiluren , begun 
y es t er<l :ty, i s expe cted t o be completed by noon t oday. 

Rumore of Russ i an t r oop moveme nts t o west er n frontier 
a r e circulating i n Par i s , where i t i s reo~lled t hat Russian 
uo ver rwent ha s never f ormally admitted los s of Hee sarc~.bia . 
Rumani an Uoverrune nt l s r e ported t o have t ake11 t he ne cessar y 
mi l itar y precautions i n v iew of t his s i t ua t 1on. 

Colonel Henri Gulean , elect ed yesterdc~.y by t he Swiss 
National 4s semtJly t o assume ~e neral command of t1'1e e ntire 
5wist; o\rmy i n t ue pr es .:nt emer15eHcy , twa t oday inal)i!c t ea. 
t he Basle Pas!'. 

l u : Fl a ok : Wendel1n: AMR . 



hADIO REPOR~: 2 :l5 p. m. 

c. a.s . obaerYer apeak~ng troc Berlin reoorts t he 

s1tu~ t1o n i s oo ns1dered to be cr1t1onl . Hitler may not 

newer l 1 at Rr1t1.sb note beonuse •reply mfty not be 

necessary". Anglo-oerman con•erePt1ons nre not yet 

t1n1shea , out a t P stan6st1ll. Berlin or ess no lmger 

•- 1sl!lu1se s the a1 tuat ion ~Utd r;erlll\n .,eople now ~~:now oo s l t i on 

ot ' .Qi!lao(l ~a FNmoe. 

:•r 1 t 1 sh 1110 o111 i'.A t 1on. 

"'ena1on 1n Ge r man;v 1ncr•uue< by 

·n ed1 tor1~1 tn ~rl1n Afternoon 

~pper says "The ruhrer hRs ~1 ven •qst~rn ~~er6 un6 rolrnd 

8 lnst ch•- noe~ . Speoulet 1o n is r1t'~.t • s to ~xten t of C: llrmP n­

fl us t. 1 n um ars tanc lng . 

,•ol1sh ' DlbA ssaoor, ~t,.l1ctn ~mbl) ssa~or, a na memb~tr 

o! . ov ht E:ab&s s y hf've col l ed .. t r'orei r;n Office 1n Ber l in 

but .• ena or son h• a not • 

• -:erm•.n rac. 1.o stPtio ns 1 re 1n .. erruot1ng pr ogrsms t o 

croadcllst bitter ntt a ok. e <J n J•o lknd , oonclu6 1ng with ~&t ate­

•.-n !; •Thi s i " the voice of t he 1~erme.n pflople." 

Lont..o n renorta raply from r:err.~~~ny to l~st 'lr1t1sh 

commun1c~t 1on 1a e~vect~ o t o be r eceived t on 1ght . 

1. N. 5 , repor ts Ullllo l ln i has subm1tte6 ol un tor 

solut i •.> n ~,. t ::uro r•elln cr1s1 e , w1tb\~ut s t fltinl! to wh11t 

!0\0Vernmente 
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goYernmenta it has been submitted. I . N. R. de spAtch !roa 
Psria report• ~renc'h ill.nhter1a l Co\.lnc11 i s n ow oonlider~ 
ttuuol1n11 • propoeal. 

I tAlian Oo Yernment h6a ad Yiaed Zw1s s Go vernment that 
it w1ll respect ~wisa neutral it y t~na t hut porta ot entr7 
t. n t.. r a llroucl lines w111 be Kent open. 5" 1BI Government 
hea replied that it will mP 1nta1n 1ts neutra lity. 

~'rom J.onaon it 18 re port ec thAt ell telephone aervloe 
hEts b<!en susn end e d t onight, tr11ne- Atlant1c as well 118 9'1 t h 
t he C?nt lnent. The l•me ri onn "'elenh o na and 'J"8legrs :"h Colt-

pany h AS c.nnounced t hrt r. rter 2:15p . m. tod ~> y on l y 

oft1oial telephone mes s ages t or f.urope ~rill be a ooftnted. 
CenLJoroh 1p ot cAble s , wiroles a, 11nc telet1hone me s!l age s 
!1as been otfiohlly cmnounoe d oy thfl British r.overnment . 

Herco f 1b \l tintot i s repor te, to be oontlnu i ntt between 
the J • r.·Anue 1/Jl<l !3o v1et forces on t he outer 1 ongolian 

·' boraer • 

•. oloto!f n• 8 rocomwtna.ed re.t1!ioRt1o n o! agreement 
N-1t.h GerrnAlly t o mne t1.ng o f So viet Su'Pre roe Counci l. 

c:u: "'en(J el1nt FJr,Qk : Vr.J 



A.\&&lllt. 31, li3t. 

RADIO BROR% 1 ;OQ f.M. 

Authorit~tive 1ourcea in Berlin aa i d ton16ht t hat 

a "pau•e• hae ooourred 1n Anglo-German negotia tiona, but. 

that t hey have not been broken oft. German aouroea 

ohar a oteri%e full British mob111 %at1on aa a "definite 

aggrta.va tion of t he aituat i on •. 

A waraaw report s t a tes that Mr. Beck conferred t or 

t nree hour e t oday with the British Amba ssador. 

A .Ministeria l Council of t ne French Gover nment has 

been s u.mmoned f or reaeona wHich are no t yet known, but 

whi oh may poss ibly involve t he f orma t ion of a Government 

ot N~tional Union. 

Rome r eports th~ t a oopy of t he Pope' s l a teet peace 

appeal nas been de l ive r ed t o Amba ssador Ph1111pa f or 

t orwardi ' 46 t o Preeident Rooaeve l t. I t 1a eta t ed that 

t.he Pope has not addreseed a s eparate message t o t he 

Pr ea1c1ent. 

Eu zi' laok: Wenoelin : AMR . 



August 31, 1939. 

RADIO REPORT: 3:45 p .m. 

German broad ca sting station announce sent s by a 

speaker whose i dentity was not divulged but who i s said 

to be a member of the German OoYernment Pres s r epertment 

gave the fol lowing proposals sa i d to haYe been mRde by 

Hitler for a solution of the present crisis. It was 

stated that t he proposals were tho se which han been sent 

to the British Government b~ s~d on the sugges tion that a 
Polish negotiator be s ent to Germany which were communicated 

t o t he Pol ish Go vernment by the British Oovernment. 

~e propo aRls oonte~l~te that there woulo not be a 

o lebi scite f or Danz i g but that Danzig woul0 return to 

Germany. However with regsr d to the Corridor the in­

habit ants of this area were t o vote in a plebiscite, those 

be ir11S elig ible Ylho Ylere r esi dent i n the Corridor on January 1, 

1918. Germany insists tha t Ger man cit i zens resident in the 

Cor·ri<ior ana those who twve been foroea to leave the 

Corridor shall take pert in the plebiscite . A commission 

shall be set up to govern the }leblaoite comprised ot 

r epresentatives of the French , Briti sh , It alian, and 

So viet Go vernments . ~ydnia like Dr nzig is not to be 

included 1n the nlebiscite an~ the olebiscite when and it . . 
hela is not to take pl a ce unt i l twelv~ months after 

the 
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t he proposal haa been aooapted by Pol&Dd. An absolute 

aaJority aboulO deoide t he aovereigntr o f the Corridor 

exclud ing Dandi and Gd11lia and depending upon the out­

come of the plabiaolta t he Gar .. na and t he Poles 

reapeotlYely would have the right of ccnatruoting 

OOIIIDunioatlng Corridor• through the pruent eo-called 

Pol11h Ccrr16.or. The Geraan Gonrnment la w1111ng t o 

change populations adveraelr affected by the result 

of the plebiaolte. Danzi g and Gdynla are t o be purel1 

aemll itarized oommerolal cities . The treatment of 

ll1nor1tles and t he quest ion ot daaage a 1a to be l eft to a 

neutral comaieaion. It t he proposals are accepted 

Geraany 1saues demobili zation s i multaneous with Polish 

de~b1lisat1on. These propoaala were read over the Ger man 

br oadcasting a~ation without comment, but in furnish ing 

s ruu_. fn English !.tr . Max Jordan, the N. B. C. 

broadcaster from Berl1n,sa1d that a reply had been 

expected from the Poles yesterday but t hat th is had not 

bean raoa1Yed, but that a new effort had been undertaken 

by Poland ~ith a view to havi ng negotiations take plaoa 

on neutral gr ound . He ocnoluded t hat no final daoialcn 

had bean aada a a yet. 

The Supre .. So Ylet of t he U. S. S.R. hal unan1aouely 
• 

ratified the Gerun- Ruas 1an Paot. 

The 
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The ::.. !.nle~•r1a.l C:ounoll oi the F'r•nob OovernMnt 
1" r8ported to huY' reJeoted UUsaol lDl' a oropo a~la tor 
sol~t1on or the pr&s ent or1•1a. The rrenoh Qtt1tude wlth 
x·egt~rc. t o ··~lane! La e t11te6 not t o haYe been d ter-.4. 

, 
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St rictly confi dential 

The follov-in~ inf ormati on has be en received :'rom t he 
' Anerice.n r.t111tary Attache in London: 

informati on as of Au;uet 29 :-!ve e 37 Ge:nHtn r:tvl s l on o 
alo n t 'le Pol1 s~1 front ier. Due t o l .ort a•·e o f transport and 

Au~ust :26 f ell conai<lr rabl y bt'lhind schc(l.ule . 'rhe !Jar m!:.n n :otern 
f rontier h::.s not been -e lnforce~ e;:co!)t by P.nt i ~drcraft un.t t s . 
All 1dent1f1.ablc troo~~ movemento e:r£• to· ·nrd t:u~ eas t. 

T '1f' Pt a t •ts of lltO';; l.l .t zat1 on J n t he 3ri t! sh Army is 
clescribc<l ~.s f olloVTs : All Re.:_'Ul!!.r Array units . ~o RSt defens e 
anO. ::mtl t>.lrc!'n.f t units are f ully r~ob111r. ed. All off i cers , non-
c o::t.'l '. ostonecl effie· rs aJ t d spcc1-ti1sts of t ':e Terr1tor1als are 
on Cttt ·· :-,:1<1 nnn crona "n.r streng t h Terri t or1al uni t!l s.re 

iJu : Wendelln : F'la ck:vEJ 
/ 
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assert t hat t~eir firs t knowledge of Hi t ler ' s ~roposal ~as 
obtained frorn the Berlin broadcast. 

Germ~n radio s t ations have announced th~t t he German 
f r ontier l"a s crossed. a nd t h e radio ot o.tl on a t Gl eim tz 
occu.r1ed b;,r Poli Sh attackers tonight. London !las no 
confi rmation of t is r eport . 

1\ Ru!lria.n A111.tarj' "'liss1!)n 1s expected ln Berlin to-
Mor ro·,. , 1ncl"e::ts1n.- s'"'ecula tion ~ o to scopP of German- nuss l.l'ln 

_ ·:1 tlcr :ts::J ~".llc:J f\ e 1chotw.~ to J1ePt r!.t te11 c.. . :n . tomorrov­~ 
~a. :-1 . Z . 3 . T.) . .i''orel['ll cor rc:> ~ onclen t;e ~ve ..>ce:n s ·v: . . ·)ned 

D~.n;; \ · • 

·.~ ·: " rndel 1 n : i-'ltu:k : \r.::J 
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September 1, 1939 

RADIO REPORT - 8:00 A.M. AND PREVIOUS 

After Hi t1 er spoke to the Rei chstag at 4:00 a.m. and the 

Reichstag had decreed the annexation of Danzig, which was 

then occupied by German troops, there had been some reports 

from London and Paris that Warsaw had been bombed by German 

planes. There were similar but apparently more authentic 

reports that Cracow, V1lna, and several other Polish cities 

had been bombed. A report from Budapest stated at 7:30 that 

there had been 17 German air raids over Polish territory. 

From Germany it is admitted that air raids have taken place 

on fortified towns. 

A bulletin from Paris at 6:45 stated that Polish troops 

were attacking Danzig. Fighting in both Silesia and East 

Prussia are likewise reported, and it was officially announced 

in Berlin, according to a United Press report a t 6:45, that 

German troops had crossed Polish-German frontiers. 

The British Parliament has been convoked for 12:00 noon 

today {Washington time), following a session of the Cabinet 

and Privy Council. The evacuation of school children from 

London took place t oday. 

General mobilization, effective tomorrow, has been 

ordered in France and Algeria. An immediate state of siege 

has 



- 2-

has been proclaimed. 
a 

An I.N. B. report at 8:00 o 1 clock states that /Frenoh 

ultimatum t o Germany is expected today. 

According t o information from both London and Paris 

Poland has invoked Article I of the Anglo- Polish Treaty, 

and an unconfirmed report from London stated t hat Halifax 

had ac cepted the Polish plan. It is also announced in 

London t hat Great Britain an d France will stand by their 

pledgee to Poland. 

Accor ding t o a report from Paris at 8 :00 Mussolini 

has issued an appeal for the i mmediate convocation of a 

Five- Povter Peace Conf erence , which a subsequent announcement 

stated was rejected by France. 

The British Ambassador in Rome is reported to have 

endeavored to ascertain Italy1 s intentions in the conflict , 

but t he I talian attit ude seemed undetermined as yet. 

The Canadian Cabinet has been summoned tor an emergency 

session t his morning. 

The French Foreign Minister has accepted President 
• 

Roosevelt 1 s plea to refrain from bombing civil populations 

and un:tortified t owns, but stated that seven Polish towns 

had already been bombed. 

,. 

Eu:Reber : CMS 



september 1 , 1939. 
RADIO REPORT: 1:00 p. m. 

A.P . report• !roa War saw that air r a1o •till 

continues with attack apparently center ed on t he Vi ~t~la 

anQ the bombs were f alling l rom the center of town. 

A ~erman army communiqu e hnnounoe e that the nerman 

brmy i s nt vancing into Polish territory on all t r onta. 

Chamberlain declared to Parlia ment t hat he feered he 

could not a votu responsibil ity for asking his count ry to 

acceot war . That respons ib1lity r ested on one man. The 

conditions however were perfectly clear . ~~e German C1an-

cellor h~a not hesitete6. to ulunge t he world int o lll1.aery. The 

!>ritish coula not have vone more to tetlfl ~· the way open 

to negotiat i ons or to make cl~ar to the nerman r.ovqrnment 

thht if !orce were usqd agRi!lst l'olan.:l it woulo fulfill 

ita obl i gat i ons by the use of force s Wftll . Ch~mberla1n 

refarred to the sixteen po int nrogrlHil brco>~doa !lt lly (l sr many 

~;no we nt ioned that the! holch considered t h t'l f e !.lure of 

Polaau to r eply const1tutod D ro.1ection. 'l'hP. Prilnlt 

1. 1n1otor t "ldn s tat :Jc.. tha 1• these ~rrop.:>s:tls httd m~ Yer been 

sent t .) ?;,lo.ntl by (1-er·many, 1\n ll '<ar.ua.ny h 4t6 stnted th~t it 

ooun t ec.. un t lle arriVt\l of the Yo11sh r3pr oa.! nt Rt1ve ~tnd i n 

tho1 meanwn!.l~ .voulc. formulate further nropo s ttlB . Chamber-

l a in tll~n l 'eite r a t ed t ha t 1t h~td again been made clenr to 

the 



- 2-

the German Go~rnment tha t Brita in wo ul d fulfill its 
obligations to Poland . 

Atter furth er r eTiewine negotiations and stating that 
& a l .9. tc a s l a st nj ght the Pol l et~ Arnbn s oador e(lw the Oe>'JII&Il 
For eign PUnister and said that Pola nd was pr epared to nego­
tiate, Chamb er lain said t h : t German f orces ht> d t hen cros sed 
t h e fro ntier thi s mor ning and o~en town e bad be en b ombed . 
In t hese oircu..mst.«nces th e Prime Uin1 st oe r con tinued the 
llritieh a na ~·renoh Amb.'.lssad.or s in Berlin h a Vf• b een t ns t r ucte d 
to tt• nd a communi ce.t ion a l ong the f ollowi ng l i nes t o t h e 
German Government : 

Early this morni Pg the German Chancellor had 
issu ed a pro clamation indicating t hat he was about to 
a ttaok Poland. and t hat i l.foruR t \on in the poe se est on 
of t he Br i t iph and Fl"Em oh Gove r runeut i ndicat ed thnt 
German forces had crossed the frontier . In the se 
olroumeta:(loe e t he German Governmen t ha s o r e3t ed con-
d1 tion a t 11r ee te ning t h e 1nde!)enden oe of Pola.n d . The 
Ambaesadore ~ere l ~etr~cted to i nfor m the German GoT­
ernment th~t unles s ~ermany wa s p r epRred to gi ve assurances 
t h!lt 1 t IIIOUld a top agb-re s alve a ot1on and withdraw 1te 
forces t h r t Gr sa t 13ri t ain and !i'ra n oe IRero p r e oar ed t o 
go t o t he a ss1st . nce o f ?ol~nd. 

Mr. Chamberl ain 
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Mr . Ohamber l a 1n then sa.1d t hl<.t unless t he r eplJ' 
t o t h i s oommun1oat1on wa e f avor able Mr . Henderson had 
been in s t ructed t o a sK t or hl a pas spor t s . 

' u : Reber: Re1nhsr d t :A•'R . 
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Sep t emb e r 1, 1939 . 

RAPIO fiEPDRT- 4:30 P ,M, 

InformRt 1on from 8Prlin 1nd1c~tcs th~ t the Bri t i sh 

~nd ~renoh demand f o r Ge r man withdr awal will b e rej ect ed . 

Hitler is said to have left Berlin fo r an unknown destina -

t 1 on . 'l'he Ge~'mans mainta in that t hey a re A.dV.<tnoi np- well 

i n to Polish ter ritory; A.nd a ccording to an off1o1al com­

mun ique ther e hae b een oons1dera 1'le f1 r,h t1ng on t he t h r ee 

German- Pol ish fron ti era and th · .. t t he German a ir force has 

control o f t h e air over Poland . It i s f u r ther maintain ed 

t hc>_ t GermA.n a v1 P.tor s hav t oo:rrpli ed ,.;i th B1 t l er' e inj uno-

ti on to r efr·- in fro m bombing o1 v111an popul1~ t i on a nd have 

bombed onl y m1 111.ary objec t i ves , al t hough ~"olish oom-
, . muniqu e s c lai m t h e oontr~ry . It ha s been of f iciall y ~e-

clar(~d in Berlin t hat 1 1. 1 s a p rison offens -_ to listen 

t o f o r eign br oadoaet A and deat h penalty ~111 be i m0osed 

for d i a semi na ting f or e ign news from C~ert:Jany. 

Warsa w decl "'--r e s 1 t is re~uleing Ger"·an dr1. V f' s and 

Polish a ccount s s 1;A.te th~t a r eaw has b ee n bo rnb >·d six 

ti me s . 

Holland htt e decJ.:·:. r ed tha t stA. te of war exi s ts . 

~u:Reber: Re1nhardt : A~R . 
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' DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

Seutember 1 , 1939 

RADI O REPORT - ? : 4.5 P . l.l . 

It vias announced in London t i1E' t t he House of Commons 

woul0_ meet a t 2 p . m. Se.tur ftay aft er noon, Lon do n t i me . 

The United Press renor ted fr om London t he: t a.n ex-

ch&n~e t elep.;r F.ph despe.tch from Zurich stc>ted t hat more 

t han 100 nersons wer e '.{il1ed i n t l. e i ndustria.l city o f 

Pose!1 t o<ic-y during e G-erman bombar dmen t in wh1ch incendiary 

bombs enf. ~as ~ere used . 

T"ne As socir ted Press r enort ea t hat ful l ·olens "'ere 

ree.dy for t l:e sett i nr.: u-o of t h e Wer Ceb i net in London, 

wl.-:ich rni{'·h t well ir:clude such -oer sons D/' Gr eem"ood , 

Churchill, and Eden . 
I 

It vias r enorted f :ror.1 Dublin that Ire:!.en0. 1 s army 

r eserves v•il1 be cc:,lle d up for ue r me.ne nt servic e ( about 

20 , 000 men ) • 

Pres s Em--1 r c:,dio ce11~orshin t hro•.wi:out Caned..~ will /, 
I 
' 

r:o i n t o effect t omorr ovr. 

Throur;t' ou t t he Ger·"' clP. nT"ess the miJ itery oner <'! tions 

of t i e <ic:~ · v;ere unifor Mly <ie!"criheci es e. con 1ter offens i ve 

ar;;:ins t PoJ.and - &. uunitive a ction . Tl: e officie~ Ge rmen 

account i s t r .s t t he troons i nv adln ': Polan-1 fr0m SiJ.esir. 

end 
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SlOV£'~ 1l: ho ·: p 11e•'e tt·~ teci l'1to Poll!':' tert· t t ::>ry E' bo1tt 

ten mil cs , t rrts e attfC.-{1n~- f r')::: Po'1er r n1 F rh011 t. e l "'. tE-E'Tl 

!rlll•F", p•j t 'l Ff' fror~ Ec:rt P !''IF'Sl" ehout t E'n m11Pr . 

Eu : rlei n i .rr :i t : Jll.rt . 



Septemb~r 1 , 19 39 , 

P..A~liO W POHT - 9:00A .M. 

Only brie f flash e s h l'lve be e n r ece1vP<i n1nce the 

l a st r t> ?Ort incl\I(Ung announoAment t hnt t he Klng of 

nglAnd hAs s1 SJ;ned a bi l l provid i ng r o r coraplete 

mob111 zrd:ton or Rll British forces . OperA t1ons on 

t h• Peri s ,ou r"'e hR.v e be·- n susoe 'lded . t:ol otof f t ol d 

the sovtet P" rl\nment tod.a y t tl. t Germany 1\nd Pusa1a 

11e r e no l onger e nemi &s , It wa s annou nc ed t hr t t:he 

Counc i l o f •U n1 stri es i s no v 1n se s s i o n in Rome , The 

Polish ~bassy sta ff i s l e a ving Berlin tod ay . 

t::U: Reber: i ''ll , 
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september 1 , 1939. 

RADIO R~PORT - 11:15 A.M, 

There are s t ill rew authorita tive r eport s concerning 
mili tary operati ons a nd the soattAred air raids. According 
to a D.N.B. r eport from Ber lin, t he Polish ~rt11l ery b ombed 
Ari esen at 6:30 (Washington time) t his morning . Another 
German r eport states that t here has b een f i ghting in Danzig , 
thct t the Nazis were now in po s ses s i on of t he r e.ilroad , nnd 
thr t the Poles still occupi ed t he Po Rt Offi ce . The entra nce 
to ctdyn1a ha s be en closed and a warning broadc~. s t by Germany 
to all shi ps t ha t they will be attacked upon entry. 

A Pari s r eport, unconfirmed, sta t es t hP. t the r e has 
been a definite slowing down of a Ger man advance due to 
opera ti ons of t he Polish cavalry and t h'•.t t hr e e German a ir 
raid atta ck s h Pd t aken pl a ce a t Radom i n the center of 
Poland. The r euort t hRt the Ger man advance has been slowed 
dow n was also br oader--. at by the Pol l sh offici al tel ee r aph 
a ge ncy. 

Aooor d1ng t o a London pr ess r e ort broadcast ~ t 11:15 
new Ger man a ir r a11s on Gdynia and on Posen have t aken pl a ce . 

It 
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It was also r eport ed thP.t heaY7 boa bing of Kato•ice (the 

i ndustri al center 1n southweat Poland) hRs taken pl~o~ . 

From London the B. B.O. declared th<t official ci rcles 

in e.ngland had stated that the declar ation regv.rdlng the 

negot iations broadcast by the German Go vernmertt last night 

is incorrect , and t hat i t the Ger man Government hRd sincerely 

wanted this settlement i t would not have taken t hi s method 

of procedure. The British Government considered that 

Poland is suff i ciently justified in refusing the German 
in Poland 

proposal. A messRge f r om the British Bmba ssy/ b roadcast 

by the B.B.C., den1 es th ... t there has bef·n any bombing of 

Wa.rsaw 1 t aelt . Herr Forster telO I·;r r, .:hed t o Hi tlar t ·1at 

the reuni on of Danzig l'.nd t he Rcioh hA.d t aken plaoe an d 

thr-t the Danzig Constitution had been cancelled and all 

l egisla tive and executive power ~ns in the hands of t he 

head of the State . Thi a was r e•,ort ed to have been a.o-

ccpted by Germany. An order from Cologne was broadc~st 

decreei ng a complete blackout all o?er Western Gerrnany 

tonight. 

J.ocording to an A.P . r eport from nome , Hitl er tele­

graJ;hed Mu aaol1ni today tlHlt he doea not Rt thte ti me 

require Italian mi litary a1d . 

'!'he Poli sh O.mbaesador in Serlin ie said t o have in-

t onned t he Ger man Governmen t t ho"' t Polanc.1 would resist a.l l 

acts 

• 
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acts of aggress i on by force . 

From Moscow it is repor t ed that r umors cono ~rn1ng 

a m111. t.ar1 al liance between Germany a nd 5ov1et Russia 

a r e viewed wl t h ext reme ekept1 ol sm. A Oerman announce-

men t s tate s t hat no fore ign corresr ondent will he all owed 

at the f r ont . 

'rha F'r ench 'anlstr y f ·.\·a.r h ., s issued an off1c1aJ 

communique st11.ti ng th~.t wlthon t a decl , r a t ion of "ar 

Gerllll\ny at. t a cked Poland thi s morn tn t~ 'ind th At Cr a co"' had 

bee n bo!Tibed . 

A lA. t e A ,P . deapetch from -Vr.r·saw stP.ted t h t German 

plRne ~ r t>.1ded the cen t r r o!' th e Poll sh ca .,1 1;al th1. a 

afternoon . 

-~ 

Eu:Rebe r: Re l nh• r d t: AMR . 
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RADIO REPORT - 8 a . m. 

September 2 , 1939. 

A rigid censorship has been clamped down on all 

European capitals. Very little news gets through -

mainly the briefly official announcements . 

At 5:30 a . m. the British censor passed an announce-. 
ment that a declaration of a state of war by Britain and 

France was imminent . The announcement said that the Brit -

ish Parliament would meet at 9 : 45 a . m. (our time) and the 

French Parliament at 10:00 a. m. in order to approve emer­

gency measures . I n both London and Paris general mobili­

zation orders were posted and in both capitals the process 

of evacuation of non- combatants was accelerated. 

In Berlin , the British and French Ambassadors awaited 

the reply of the German Goverhment to their warning of a 

general war unless the Germans should withdraw their troops 

immediately from Poland, but the indicationsat the German 

Foreign Office were that Herr von Ribbontrop would decline 

to see t hem and would make no reply to the notes . However, 

as yet, no formal rejection has occurred . 

Few details came through during the night regarding 

t he fis hting in Poland . There was confirmation fr om both 

Berlin and Warsaw of the bombardment f rom t he a ir of Polish 

cities . The Poles report ed t hat 23 cit ies had been bombed 

with 
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with widespread loss of life . Warsaw had been bombed 

nine t imes but was relatively unscathed . The Germans, 

for their part, claimed that they had l imited their 

bombing to military objecti ves. A report came through 

from Berlin at 4 a . m. to the effect that f ighting was 

general, that German forces were penetrating deep into 

Polish t erritory on three fronts with the heaviest fight­

ing around Katowicz. The Germans claimed victory but the 

Poles denied this . 

The position of Italy remained obscure. There were 

unconfirmed rumors from London and Paris that Sienor Nus­

solini would make a further appeal for an international 

converence, but the i mmediate aims of the I talian Govern­

ment appeared , judging by Signor Gayda's article, to be 

rather to localize t he conflict. 

From W.oscow it was announced durin€ the night that 

the Soviet Ambassador to Germany had been relieved of 

his functions and would be assigned to new tasks . No 

explanation to this move was vouchsafed. 

Eu : RTP : r-nm 
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September 2 , 1939 . 

RADIO REPORT - 9 ;30 A.M. 

f\lthoup;h the Bri tish Parliament met at 8:45 (We.ah­

ington t i me) to hear a st atement of the Prime Mi nistr•r , 

it wae a nnounced t hfl.t t h1 e s t P.. tement would be gi ven l P..t er 

ln t he dt-c.Y. The Hou se wil l meet again t omorrow. The 

Labor Party ha s decided not to be r epr esent ed for t he 

pr esent in a ·1a r Cabi net . 

From Fame i t l s r eported th . t I t ~l iRn neutr a lity 

i s sub j ect to th e Briti sh a t · ttude . 

It 1 e r eport ed from London t ha t ne Yman t roop s have 

penetra ted 30 mi l es i nto Poland i n t he Sor ridor district, 

:'l.nd have also ren.ched a poin t w1 t hin 30 mi l es of Cra.oow. 

The adva nce conti nues . 

F'r orn Aerlin i t i e r e r·ort e<i. tb s-~ 1. e St)Viet m111 t.ctry 

mi ssion and th~ ne R Soviet Ambassador to German y are ex­

pected there t h.l s ftf t P. rnoon . It l s also report ed f r om 

Berli n thnt German troop s ha ve t · ken the J~hlonka Paes . 

It ha8 jus t be€n announced by the N.R. C. t hat the 

Bri tish Parliament has adj ourned until 1 2:00 noon, our 

time. 

r.:u: Heber: C}allman: AMH . 



Sept emb e r 2 , 1939 . 

RADI O REPORT - 11:00 A.M. 

Th e Fr en ch Parli~men t i ~ s till in sessi on and it 
is a.nnouncc n thR.t all pR.r t i Hs , 1nclud1 n1 .. t he Communi st 
Part y , hav t A.p;r eed t o v o t E: fo r al l military cred i ts 

T' I:!({ Ut:s ted . 

lJr ,· :"T!i Pr lJal d i er bR s b e en spea.k i ng and sB.1d th · t 

Vr ence is still wi ll1n~ to try concilia tion e ve n 3t t his 
C.L, te , providing , ho·\·ever , th· t. flf;fl t'tn t; i F; s topped; 

Fr ance and Britain , however, cannot sta nd by a nd see 

Poland d e stroy ed . 

Both U1e Hous e of Lords Rnd the House of Common s 

hav e me t a nd adjour1'ed u nt il 1 2 ~ 00 o ' cl nck noon t oday , 

·va s h1 ng t on time . 

Columbitl, Aron dcr- s ti Ylg ny s tem s peak E; r from i< erl1n 

announced th~t thP s pec i al coR. ohes b e i ng p r Ppnred t o 

t ake Amerl c~n c11jzens to Denmar~ fr om ~erl1n t h i s 

mornin1, di d n ot l ea.ve as al l r, mer1c8.n a "t're not y e t 

r e·-dy . It 1 ~' now clRnn c d t o e va cua t r: tlwrn in sp~=- c 1e.l 

c ~· .,... a a 1 1:8.ch ed to the r er:ul Rr trA.in l ea vi rw· ror ' f!.r n e ­

munde at 8:45a . m. nun .. 'fl.Y morn .1 ne; , Be r lin time . 

'rhe Hri t1sh rUn i at c r of La bor, l•.rn ee t drown, has 

introduced 
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i ntroduced a national service bill pro• id1ng f or con­
script i on of men between 18 and ~. 

It i s report ed that F.gypt has declar ed general 
mob111z~ tion . 

It 1s renorted that De Val era told the Ir1 ah ?1.rl1a­
ment that Ireland lfoul~ remai n neutral a s l ong a 3 r.•o sslble . 

r~u : CumminK : Gall man: At1h . 



September 2 , 1939 . 

fiA DIO REPORT - 1 2 :i6 P ,M, 

The I.N. s. repor t ed at no ~n th~t the Fr ench and 
Briti sh would send another comounioa t ion to Germany 
this afternoon, s t Rttng t hat t hey co ul d walt only a 
short time longer for Ger~any ' ~ r eply as to whe ther 
she wou l d w1 th.d.:r~w her force ~-i f r om ;:..oland . 

The C.B. s . announced n. t 1.? : 30 p . m. tha t the 
Soviet military mission and th~ new Sovi et Ambassador 
had a.rr l Te d 1 n Berlin. p t thP sn.mt~ t iL1c the C . B.s • • 

r e port ed that i t had b e e n offioi~lly announced i n 
Warsaw t h H. t a eta t e of ' a r exi a ted b et we en I·oland and 
GermanJ. 

• 

b:u: Cumm1ng :Gal l ma n: AMR. 
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RADIO REPORT - 6 :15 P . M. 

September 2 , 1939. 

A supplementary f lash regarding the meeting of the 
House of Commons quoted Sir Archibald Sinclair as say­
ing: 11I believe the whole House is disturbed by the 
Prime Mini ster ' s speech. The moment we look like 
weakening , the Dictators know we are beatenu . 

A flash came through to the effect that the Amster­
dam stock market was bullish all day, stocks rising from 
10 to 15 points. 

The British Cabinet went into session at 5 :30p. m., 
Eastern Standard Time. , 

t 

Eu: Minter : RlB 
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RADIO BULLETIN - 5: 30 

Sep t ember 3, 1939 

A hr oe.dcast fr om Warsaw s t a t eO. tha t Lir . Bi o.dJ.e ' s villa 

t \'len t y mi les f r om \'!ar sav' hEJ.d bee~ bombed by Ger rr.p.n ~lcmes . 

Tb.A announcAr said t h a.t & ~te.tement had been i ssued by t h e 

Em be. sey to the eff ect t :b.at CIJ)1?aren tly t he & t tac lc "'ciS 

int entional s i nce t he YJl e.nes d i veo. v er y l O\" be f or e aronning 

t h e bombs . The Ambessec\.or was sai d t o he v e str- t ed the t it 

l ooked t o him e.s t hou::;h the ·u l cm e s '~'er e e.lmost s cranui n F.: t r_e 

r oof . They ,.,er A -:h' o"tY:1 inp; '."hat s ee:1e d 250 k i lop;rem bombs 

r·hich 6amaf~ed t he r oo f fl~d br oke in t he ''' in<iov•s . The 

iunbassc- dor, h i s f i e nn d dau;,~ht er es c &!:>eo t o Wersa''·' fi n i shi nP.: 
the ir or es si np.: i n t he e.utomo b i le v:h il e enroute . T!:ey &re 

sDendinr; t he nif:ht in t he Chanc er y builcling re t lJ er t he..n in 

t heir r es i den ce s i nce t he Pes i d.en c e is i n EJ. mor e exposed 

position . 

There i s a r umor in L:oscow t hat t h e Polish A.mbassacior 

hes served n ot i ce uoon the Soviet Goverrunent that Ger many 

he.d. me.de vr8r unon Pol a.ncl ancl it asked f or e de claration f rom 
tLe Sov ie t Governmen t s.s t o vrhat i ts attitude woul d be . 

TJ:-1e Er:yptian Governmen t hRS e.nnounced t he..t a s t e te of 
',' rr exi sts be t v·een Er-ynt en<'i Germany. 



Septe~r 3, 1939. 
RADIO kEPORT: 8 : 00 A. M. 

l 2 : 00 midnight. St ories ot the bombing b7 GerJI8Jl planes 
o f non-milit ar1 objectives were comi ng froa Warsaw. The 
U.tcra1nian dele~at es in the Se j m ha ve d.ecla.r ed their loya lt;y 
t o Pol and . 

4 : 00 a . m. CJer r,ltwy 1 J .r~pol' t dU to h a ve o ledged respect 
fo r the neutra l i t y ~f ~~nland . Ita l ian t roops 1n Li bya are 
oe1 u~ wi thura.wn from the ' ·~··yot1 ~n bor der. 

4 : 20 a . m. 'l' he labor shortag e in Ger many has become 
so a cute t hat girls betv1eon the ages of s eventeen and twent7-
f1 ve ere be 1n~ con scr i pted . 

4 :45 a . m. A. P . report s fro m Lonoon t h e t Henderson 
info r meo the >}erman novernment a t 9 a. . m. { 3 a . m, E. B. T.) 
t i.t .t if t he ur it 1sh Government had not by 11 a . m. (5 a.m. 
" • b . T . ) 1·ece i ved in reo l y t o i ts de marche o r oept e11ber 1 
sati s f ~· otory ass urances t h~t hos t ile ect 1on '",gainst Poland 
nE~v caaaeu !tnU an u nder standing t hat German forces Yfoul d be 
-. 1 t h<.1 rawn f1·om i,i l1sn t erri tory, a st ute o f wA r would exist 
be twP.en r,e r many ctnc Gr·e ~. t •·.r·1tain. 

~ . 1 :::: u Ill ~ ) . ""' ~- . . 1_ ~f' mberlai n S?d£:.k.1nts frollt t. .te ca·olnet Room 
a t 10 'Jown1~ L tx·eet told of the E'.ction I.!Jent i onec !tboVe which 
hsd be en t1 en by Hc n<....e r so n ~m, aai c that fra no undertaking 
hao bPen t·ece1 ved f1om Cermanyf ~· e t ~r1ta1n "is a t war with 

Germany". 

• 
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Ge runy•. He said be ooulO not belien tbat he bad lett 
anything undone for peaoe. Hitler had evidently aade up 
hi e mina to attaolt Poland OOIDII what •7· B1tler 1a propoaala 
had not been .. de known either to Gre at Britain or to Poland 
except by publication. Hitler coul d only be stopped by 

force and flranoe wa s Joining GreAt Brita in in tultUlment 
ot her obligations t o Poland . The Empire had given assur­
ances ot support. He called on the British to carry on and 
oonclu~ed •May God bl ess you all and may Ke defend the 

right, for it 1s e vil t hings that we shall be fighting 
against •••• " J ust a tter Chamberla in' a statement t here 

was a false air raid alarm in London. 

5:30 a.m. A. ~ . reports t hat t he French Ambass dor 

in ~~~alled at the Foreign Office at noon ( 6 a.m. E. s . T.) 
t o demand a reply to the French d' marohe. 

6 :15 a.m . C. B. S. reports no news of t he whereabouts 

o! the a.s . Bremen. 

7: 00 a.m. The Labor Party in England has definitely 
declined to par t icipate i n the Cabinet but will give the 

Government fUll support. 

Wor d fro m Zuri ch indicates that Germany is confi s cating 
all radio sets capable of pi cking up fore i gn stat i ons. 

7:15 a . m. The British a nd French Ambassadors are 

repor ted t o hAve sa i d goodbye to Ribbentrop. The French 

Government 
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Govern~~ent has announced that 1t wlll act under the Pol1ah 

Pa ct at 11 a.•. E.S. T. i! no aeeuranoes bave been recei-ved 

!roa GermanJ, It ie understood that the French Ambassador 

will depart !ro• Berl in at 12 noon E. S. T. 

? t~O a . m. Hitler is•ued a pr ocl amation t ha t he would 

take the !ield at once. 

The Hou se o! Coa.one is stlll 1n session in London. 

B: OO a.m. A !lash over C. B. S. report s t h et Germany 

has now replied to ~ngland stating: 

1. The German Government and people cannot accept 

oiotation !rom Grea t Britain. 

2 . Grea t Brita in ha s null ified all e!!orts ! or peace. 

3. Great Britain has encouraged Poland t o a cts o ! ag­

gressi on and h~ s ! a iled t o a ot upon t he propo sals o! Mu sso­

l in1 ! or a set t l ement . 

4, Ger many will not t oler at e condi tions on its 

~astern borde~ s1m1l ar to those in Palestine. 

5 . Germany t herefor e r ejects the Rr1t 1sh ul t i matum, 

Eu : Clark : VEJ' 



Septe•ber 3, 1939. 
RADIO REPORT: 9:30a.m. 

8:15 a.m. J apan will remain neutral sara ASAHI. 
8 :30a.m. Hungary ha s declared tha t she will remain 

neutral. 

8:45 a.m. German radio broac oaata from ell stations 
are claiming tha t ne rmany had offered oeaceful solutions 
t o Gr·ea t Br1 tB.1n and ~~rnnce and ha.d bean r ebuffed. Hitler 
announceo the t hi s e.rm1e a have reached a ll chief objectives 
i n Polana and that Yolu.nd will be f"orced t o capitulate in 
a f ew weeks. He, Hitler, is goiw6 to the ERstern frontier 
p~rson8lly to t ake part in t he hostilities t here. The West 
wall ( Siegfried line) would. shelter Germany from Grea t Br1-
t a in ana France. 

8 :55a. m. Parle has consider ed tha t France has been at 
war with Germany si nce 5:15 E. S. T. this morning but for 
technical reasons ha s not maoe e definite declaration. 

9 : 30a.m. Japanese merchant vessels in foreign ports 
are order eo. to remain in port for further or ders. Merchan­
d i se tor Germany i s t o be unloaded At neutra l ports. 

Australia has declared a state of war. 



&epte•ber !, 19!9. 
AADI O t\F.POflT : 10 :·.,5 a . a. 

9 s45 a . m. ~oee r epo.rta tbt•t t r.., : \loe ·• 111 eont 1nae 
n1a .,,empt t t o tr1 t o bring about Q D8~ C8fUl s~ttlement 

eYen 1f t~ere 1e & general w~r. 

Ttle Polee bAYe repor· t ~~Sc.i e g~>.a !\ t t a ok on one town. 
The Pol e s t\.ro tryln;; to retntorce t he Pol1ah- Punu.n1an 
mutu til e.os1ot«tnoe pa ot. 

tr.So nU.o )' wUl oe e bbnk holidny 1n l.nglAild. Al:: nxa wtll 
t·eopen on r .. ue eoey. /1. mil itary oonsor1pt 1on u1ll wae 
pt> s s e<.t (.•y the House o! Commons ln J ondon. 

l l· : C·C a .m. I t 1R sa1o i n l'ar11 th!tt the lag oet woen 
t n~ time ;~l· !tA ~. n ~na !--'l·Atnoct woul<t oomrncnoo lltW' ""'-& due to 
t he f a ct thT· t f'rance• a arm1~ s w~re oonrpl etaly mob1l1 £ed 
$.I iO ne r- rer t h.., ~hu"man t,o.ro or s o t .,h t tlv~y cloulc .t. ot .,re 
ou1o.ltl)' thM 1. rer t i>r1te.1n. 

I n )do aoaw 1t i ii ect1{t th!•t the ~-onets ~re ot~trta1n 

t h u1 w1~l relll\1n neutr~l. 

l . : 1 5 ll . m . rJ.U r11 report 8 t hfl t ·/~ in he tJ Announoed 
.1e r noutr·e.l1ty. 

~ol1sh aourOfJ& e:Jtl. lu te t hnt t :\e ro ~~· Vt't oe~n 1 500 
c~: 8 .J(l lt1 e s, 110st l ... c1vil1Anl::l , :;s t.'"11 rftsu.lt o f \~ e rm .., n " 1r 
l'&.1 Q 8. 

1:_ : 20 n·.~ ne .- ·.o vlP.t ~ mb8l e sa6or haG or9s~nted h1t 

Letter e 
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Letter• ot CreOftnoe to Hltler. 

10 : 30 a . 111 . li 1.neto n Churchill h• 11 Jo1ne6 t h e llr1 t 1. eh 
Cl'blnet h S lf'1r ut Lor d o r t he IIC:. III.1ra lty ; Hnn~.ey, l') n1eter 
111thou t f'o rttol1o l A.Or<l hnl1ftuc , l'ore1gn I t t1ce; !Ur J ohn 

.e ttl. ; Y.l~oley ~':lo0 , A1r: 

1n1'1t e r for Co~H-t 1Mtion 

• 1 D~~> n , t rfl.ns f or•r•a (! to Lot"\; f'r1 YY 

H.>re- .~l 1 ahs , · r.r; l.or <l C At f1 ttla , 
o f o t enoe . 

,;nn,.uncad ~n ~<llll\l'e st th1 t un.:lll'Y , ''u;.,o f'l•· >:1 r • ' uz=r.n1 1' , 

·.u 1 ~l ~r~ ; Cull!Cll ll({ : Vt.J 



September 3, 1939. 

RADIO REPORT: 12:15 p.m. 

11:00 a.m. Soviet circles in London are reported 

to have denied a Berlin report t hat a Soviet military 

mission had arrived in Berlin. It was stated that the 

Soviet Union had simply appointed a new Military Attache 

to t he Soviet Embassy in Berlin. 

11:00 a.m. France is now officially at war with 

Germany since a negative reply was received to the French 

ultimatum. 

11:05 a.m. The United States Navy has been officiaJ.ly 

informed t h at France and Great Britain are now at war w1 th 

Germany. 

11:10 a.m. Tokyo reports that the Japanese Embassy 

in Moscow has been instructed to ask the Soviet Foreign 

Office for an immediate settlement of t he fi ghting now 
" 

going on on the Manchukuo frontier. 

11:15 a.m. Hitler plames the Jews for persuading 

Britain to attack Germany. 

11:15 a .m. Berlin reports t hat t he special coaches 

carrying American r efugees has reached Denmark. 

11:20 a.m. A Paris despatch states t hat the Pope 

will t ake the initiative 1n leading a campaign for t he 

humane conduct of the war and its early t ermination. 



11:25 a.m. The Paris report states t hat Slovakia has 

issued what amounts to a declaration of war against Poland. 

12:00 noon. King George broadcast a message to the 

' British Empire. 

I 

I 

Eu:Cumming:Clark :CUS 

• 



September 3, 1939 

RADIO REPORT: 1:00 p. m. 

Four German submarines are r eported to be fUeling 

in the Dutch West Ind1 es . 

German interests in Great Britain have been taken 

over by Switzerland. The German Embassy s t aff will leave 

London tomor ro w night (September 4) . Ger man interests in 

France have been t aken over by The Netherlands . 

A C. B.S. broadcast from Berl~n s t ated the German press 

has r eported th e British declaration that a state of war 

eXists. The crowd in front of the W1lhelmstrasse received 

the announcement in absolut e si lence. There have been no 

demonstrations of any k i nd before the British and French 

Embassies . The press t akes the attitude that England alone 

is guilty for what is happening today. It was stated that 

about 50 Americans are still in Berlin. 

,Eu:Thompson: CMS 



September 3 , 1939 . 

RADIO REPORT: 2: 00 p . m. 

A c. B. 8. flash from Pari s at 1: 30 p .m. said that 
the Bri t i sh Navy had captured the BREMEN. 

From Rome at 1:30 it was again reported t hat Italy 
will remain neutral , although it was stated that the 
British and French Ambassador s were seeking •more definite 
assurances" from Mussolini. Two military classes called 
last week reported today , but these and other mili tary 
measures wer e said t o be purely precautionary. 

Berlin, according to t he C.B.S. 1:30 broadcast, 
officially admitted the los s of 27 planes in Poland, but 
claimed that 120 Polish planes had t hus f ar been destroyed. 

At 1:45 it was stated by C. B.S. that t he Duke of 
Windsor was holding himself i n readiness in the south 
of France for any call which Britain might h ave for his 
services. 

At 1:50 it was r eported over the C. B.S . that it had 
been definitely confirmed t hat Winston Churchill has 
become First Lord of the Admiralty. The Central News 
of London reports that Eden will probably be ~ade 
Dominions Secretary, but this is without confirmation. 

Great Britain has prohibited the i mportation of 
certain luxur,y products except under license; included 
in t his li st are such articles as cutl ery, watches and 

clocks 



clocks, soap and motor cars. 

At 2:00p.m., SQhirer, speaking from Berlin, commented 
at some length on the tact that t here is a single policeman 
guarding the British Embassy and only one guarding the 
French Embassy in Berlin; there were no crowds or shouts 
around the Embassies and no demonstrations as was the 
case in 1914. Berlin enters upon her t hird blackout 
night , he said. Hitler, he reported, was leaving Berlin 
today for the front. 

At 2 : 00 p.m. the C.B.S. reported that the Czech 
Minister in Washington had announced t hat Czech units 
will be formed in Great Britain and France to fi ght 
against Germany. 

General Franco broadcast a peace appeal from Burgos 
this morning, according to the A.P., urging that the con­
flict be lociU.ized to Germany and Poland. 

The A.P. reported at 2 :05p.m. that a bomb fell this 
afternoon near the former villa of Ambassador Biddle. 

The A.P. reported at 2:05 that, according to informa­
tion received from Moscow, the declaration of war by Great 
Britain and France had made a tremendous impression in 
Moscow, and t hat the ultimate entry of the Soviet Union 
into the war as an ally of Great Britain and France was 

not to be excluded, in the opinion of the A.P. observer 

in Moscow. 

Pooe Pius 



• 

Pope Pius has cancelled the broadcast which was 

scheduled for Wednesday to the World' s Youth Congress. 

. ' 

' 

Eu:Hickerson:Henderson: CMS 
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RADIO BULLETIN - 4 : 30 n . m. 

American correspondent sne.skin r·· from Ber lin ov er t he 

r adio stat ed that t here ,. ~·. ~ t . strikincr dif ·erence betv•een 

tr.e m{lnner in "ili ch BerJ in ~eeted the nresent ···ar from 

thet v·i t h ~hich it ~elcomed the World Wsr in 1914. No v• 

ev er ythtnp· ,,~e.F' cniet, t he:re v·ere no s infin r:: s:::ld.i ers &:td 

no mar tial mus i c on tt.e street£ . Tte urual cr:n·:C:.s tc.at 

loitered on Sunce.y a fternoons i n t he Q.oy•ntovm C[ .Pes \"ere 

excerytionally C'Uie t . Eitler ' s re~ly to Chamberlain \•·as 

being repec:tec.1 ov er &nO. over c..:->;P in on the r adio accompanied 

by netriot ic mus i c . 

The German Einistry of Prone..r.ande. he.s ennounced the.t 

Germany he s no intent i on to e.ttack Enr,land or France . 

Germany ' f' western fronti ers , it sta ted, e.re fully manned 

and are nr enared t o resist a ttacks . Peonle on the street 

are ask inn· each other "WJ:ly d id Enp.:land do it? If Enr;land 

in t ended to f i ght why didn ' t i t fight bef or e? 11 The press 

is g ivinF; urominence to t he arriv al o f t he new Russie..n 

Amb esBador and his steff and p ictures of them e-.-t:meer in !llost 

'1 61"S'QDDer 5 . 

A German communicn.te c::n nounce s that 120 P0lish nlc.nes 

ha ve been brour:ht down . 

At 4 : 00 t he CBS br oadcast a stateMent that the Br i t ish 

Ad.l!}ir al ty h<10. announc ed that tt!e Br itish Navy had st ;;rted e 

blockade of Germany effectiv e from tl e outbrC'e~ o~ hostilit i es 

(ll :oo 



(ll: CO a . m. Lonci.on Time today) . 

At 4 : 30 Prime j~inister W. L . MC~cxenzi e Kinr: of Canada. 

spoke ov er t he r adi o from Toronto . He refP-rred to tte 

et.ste!T!ent of t he Cane.d.ia.n Gov ernment on Fri day to the effect 

t ha t Parliament had be'·n suJ11moned to meet on ThtlX'Rde.y , 

September 7, e:,nd thB.t the Govern..men t ; .. oulo. :olece before 

Perlie.ment :)ro:o::: sals fo r tte effective coonera.t ion of C.s-na.ci.a 

a t t he s i de of Great BritB.in . !-!e stE"ted. that "in antici:ns-

t ion of e stat e of wa.r " cer t ain ste:os h ad e~ready been ta.."l<en 

under t he War kea.sures A(;t r·hi ch rtr s enc..c t P.c in 191~ r.nd he.s 

never been r eoec.l ed, for the defense of Ceneda . He stressed 

the fact t hat Ccmad.a ' s fir st concern v•es t he o.efense of t h e 

Dominion e..-1"1-:' t Lc-t t h e Government felt th ut tl:::.e effect ive 

cefense of Cc~ade n·~ ("' 
' ' " ... t~e first rFOlJi site to sa ti sfFct~ry 

eoo-oeretion v· i th Gr e&.t Br 1 tain . n e sp. i d thet addi t ionel 

sterJs v:o u16., if neceP.sarjr, be ta_~en bet, .. een no••• 8nd the ti~He 

? ar l ia.Jllent met next Thurs je~r . He ~£• i d thc t Cena ::'i.c. ' s effort 

i n thic stru; ·gle wo.r..: a voluntF.ry one in d.efensP. of 7'r1nc1n let 
. 

•:•hich are consi (i.ered. i no is-oensable to the \'l~)lfere of every 

Cc; na :l.ian . 

At 3:30 this s.r'ternoon tte CBS sta ted t'ht t the E;ritish 

A<irniralty has no inform&o.tlon c0ncern i nn· the re1;ortcd c pnture 

o f thf' BRS .EN ,. t he Brj tish Xr·vy . 

~;; : .c:: .. ierf'.on : Hicker .£ on :ASD 



RADIO REPORT - 2 P . r,i. 

Lor d Halifax t old t he House o f Lor o.s that 

Pr emier Mussolini ha s ur onosed a Fi ve- Povrer Conf er ence - ~ 

be t we en Gree.t Br itain , Fre.nce , Po l end, Germany a....'1d 

I t&ly . Lord Halifax s a i d t h e t G-reat Brit ain could 

no t !)ar t icipat e in suc h a conference as lone; as German 

t r oops r emai ned on Pol i sh soil. Se ver al r epor ts hav e 

been r e ceiv ed to the e f fect t hat a. further ul time. t um 

is be i nG sent t o Ger many by France and Gr eat Br ita in 

t oni ght . 

A renor t f r om Ber lin s t ated t hat neither t he Frenc h 

nor the British Amba ssa dors have ye t e.slced f or their 

oasspor t s . Lord He.lifax t old tree Hou se of Lords that 

no reply has been re ceived t o t he Brit ish warni n g whi ch 

was delivered t o von Ribbent rop las t nif;h t . Lor d Hall-

fax saiQ. tha t France and Gree.t Bri ta.in were i n a.g:reemen t 

as to the leng t h of t i me t o be allowed Germany t o reply 

to the British and French warnings . Il e elsa s a id t hc-.t 

Gr e a t B.rltA.in di d not recognize the auscl::J.usc of :Cen zie 

end GermcmY . 

2 : 15 P . L. 

A reuort ,j ~.u.;t r eceiv ed ss i d t he<.t Chp.f!!ber2.a in r c se 

to adc'.ress t he House at 7 : 4:3 o . m. Ac cor dine: t o t he re-

·oort he conf i ned himself to t l::e statement t ho t .:-i ender son 

del i vered 



del iver ed t h e Briti sh warning no te to von Ribbentrop 

e.t 9 : ~')() la.st ni~ht . Von Ribbentrop sai C. he vrould have 

to submit the communication t o t he Choncellor . The 

Prime L:inistcr then r esur.1ed his seat and Arth ur 

Gr eenwoo d ro se t o eddress the Eouse . 

:.::\.4 : Thomuson : i.:in ter :HI 



RADIO ru:FORT - 2:30 P , M. 

Mr. Chamberlain told the House that he would be 
horrified if the House should think tha t his statement 
indicated any we~e on the part of Great Britain or 
France. He said he thought the House would appreciate 
that t he Government was in a difficult position because 
of the difficulties of communication. The French Cabinet 
wa s meeting and a reply might be received in a fe\7 hours . 
He was sure that he would be able to make a definite state-
ment tomorrow. He closed by stating tha t he anticipated 
only one answer that he would have to give the House to-
mol•row. 

Eu :Thornoson:RI • 
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HN8•N ADD BRITAIN HILLMAN COPRT LONDON X X CABINET APPROVAL. 

I CAN FURTH~R REVEAL THAT DURING THE FINAL PREPARATION OF THE REPLY 
TO HITLER, A NOTE CONTAINING MUSSOLINI'S COMPROMISE SCHEME AND COMMUN­
ICATIONS CONTAINING THE BRITISH COMPROMISE PROPOSALS REGARDING DANZIG . . 

~D THE POLISH CORRIDOR, WERE INTERCHANGED BETWEEN ROME, LONDON, PARIS 
AND WARSAW. 

AUTHORITATIVE DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES INTERPRETED THIS INTERCHANGE OF 

VIEWS AS INDICATING THESE PROPOSALS ARE BEING HELD IN READINESS FOR 
• 

DISCUSSION SHOULD HITLER PROVE WILLING. 

THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR LANDED IN BERLIN AT 8:37 O'CLOCK TONIGHT 

(3:37 P.M. EDT> AFTER A FLIGHT OF THREE HOURS AND A HALF FROM HESTON 

AIRDROME • 
• 

AS HENDERSON ARRIVED IN THE GERMAN CAPITAL, THE GENERAL FEELING 

IN HIGH LONDON QUARTERS WAS THAT THE BRITISH FEEL FURTHER REPLIES FROM 
GERMANY SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING. 

IT WAS EMPHASIZED EVERYWHERE, HOWEVER, THAT BRITAIN NEVERTHELESS 

IS FULLY PREPARED FOR ANY ACTION DER FUEHRER MAY DECIDE TO TAKE. 

531PPL 

TXGA 



HN4•N ADD BRITAIN HILLMAN COPRT LO~DON X X ITS POWER.' 
•IT IS FOR POLAND TO SAY WHAT CONSTITUTES A VIOLATION OF ITS I NDE • 

PENDENCE AND FOR POLAND TO SAY IF AND WHEN THIS GUARANTEE MUST BE IMPLE ~ 
MENTED . 

•THE PEOPLES or ALL COUNTRIES, INCLUDING GERMANY, WANT PEACE • . 
"THERE IS NO REAS ON WHY THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN POLAND AND GERMANY 

CANNOT BE SETTLED BY DISCUSSION IF GIVEN THE RIGHT ATMOSPHERE. BUT 
MOBILIZATION, CONCENTRATION OF TROOPS AND OFFIC IALLY~UNCONFIRMED PRESS 
STATEMENTS ARE NOT CONDUCIVE TO SUCH ATMOSPHERE . A RETURN TO NORMALCY 
IS PREREQUISITE TO THE PROPER CONSIDERATI ON OF THESE DIFFERENCES .• 

CHAMBERLAIN 'S REPLY THEN STATED THAT BR ITAIN HAS TAKEN PRECAUTIONARY 
MEASURES •AND MUST CONTINUE TO DO SO W~ILE OTHER COUNTRIES ARE IN A 
STATE OF SEMI·MOBIL I ZATION" OR INTENSIVE MILITARY ACTIVITY. IT ADDED: 

"IN AN EFFORT TO BRING ABOUT DEMOBILIZATION AND DISCUSS IONS WITH 
OTHER NATIONS , IT SEEMS NOT I MPOSSIBLE TO NARROW DOWN THE DI FFERENCES 
ON THE FUTURE OF DANZIG TO A PO INT WHERE AGREEMENT MAY BE DEEMED IN 
SIGHT . 

•HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT HAVE NO AUTHORITY TO SUGGEST THE IR 
VIEWS TO POLAND . BUT BRITAIN DOES NOT CONSIDER THERE IS ANY POSS IBILITY 
or SETTLI NG THIS PROBLEM BY DISCUSS ION OR NEGOTIATION ON THE BASIS 
THAT DANZIG AND THE POL ISH CORRIDOR SHOULD BE CEDED IMMEDIATELY TO 
THE REICH. 

MORE 518PPL 
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HN5-N ADD BRITAIN HILLMAN COPRT LONDON X X THE REICH. 

"GREAT BRITAIN WANTS PEACE, BUT THE BRITISH PEOPLE ARE PROFOUNDLY 

WEARY OF THE ENDLESS CRISES TO SECURITY. 

"PEACE AND AGREEMENT MUST BE ON A LASTING BASIS, AND INVOLVING 

SOLUTION OF OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS , INCLUDING DEMILITARIZATION AND DIS­

ARMAMENT • " 

IF TENSION OVER THE DANZIG SITUATION CAN BE DISSOLVED, A CONFERENCE 

OF THE POWERS COULD USEFULLY DISCUSS SUCH PROBLEMS AS AFFECT 

EUROPE "IN A CLEAR ATMOSPHERE AND ON A BAS,IS Of CONFIDENCE," THE 
-REPLY POINTED OUT. 

"fOR THIS BRITAIN IS PREPARED TO COOPERATE. 

"IF PEACEFUL GOODWILL IS AVAILABLE, THE PERMANENT FUTURE or DANZIG 

CAN BE NEGOTIATED, AND fOR THIS HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT'S GOOD 

OFFICES ARE AVAILABLE." 

THEN CHAMBERLAIN'S REPLY WAS CLIMAXED WITH A WARNING IN THIS VEINa 

"If IT SHOULD BE BEYOND THE WIT or STATESMANSHIP TO COME TO AN 

AGREEMENT ON THIS QUESTION, RESULTING IN THE TRAGEDY OF FORCE BE ING 

USED , WHICH CAN NEVER SETTLE THIS PROBLEM, BRITA IN MUST SOLEMNLY DE­

CLARE ITS FULL ALLEGIANCE TO THE PLEDGES HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT HAVE 

MADE TO POLAND." 

MORE 522PPL 



HN6•N ADD BRITAIN HILLMAN COPRT LONDON X X TO POLAND.w 
-

THAT THE wDOORw WOULD BE LEFT OPEN FOR FURTHER DIPLOMACY IN THE 

DANZIG CRISIS WAS BORNE OUT BY THE TENOR or THE FOLLOWING FURTHER 

SUMMARY or THE BRITISH VIEWPOINTr 

wHIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IS WILLING TO RECEIVE COUNTER-VIEWS AND 
-

COUNTER-SUGGESTIONS FOR A SETTLEMENT AND TO DISCUSS ONE AND ALL OF 

THESE POINTS, BUT THE GOVERNMENTS MUST BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CREATING 

THAT CALM ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH ALONE SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION CAN BE REACHED. 

wLIKEWISE, THE GOVERNMENTS MUST BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ACTIONS LIKELY 

TO PRECIPITATE HOSTILITIES THROUGH THE WRONG USE OF STATEMENTS, 

THROUGH THREATS OR THROUGH PRECIPITATE ACTION.w 
-

COPIES OF CHAMBERLAIN'S COMPLETE REPLY WIRE SENT TO PRESIDENT ROOSE-

VELT, PREMIER MUSSOLINI, THE BRITISH DOMINIONS, FRANCE AND POLAND. 

THE LATTER THREE APPROVED THE TEXT OF THE REPLY BEFORE IT WAS DISPATCH• 

ED TO BERLIN. 

IN ADDITION TO THE CABINET REPLY TO HITLER, SIR NEVILE ALSO BROUGHT 

TO HITLER A SECOND MISSIVE--A PERSONAL LETTER FROM CHAMBERLAIN TO DER 

FUEH~ER. IN THE LATTER, CHAMBERLAIN MADE CLEAR HE IS ANXIOUS TO RETAIN 

FRIENDSHIP WITH GERMANY, AND IS ANXIOUS FOR SETTLEMENT OF EUROPEAN 

DIFFERENCES BY NEGOTIATION. BUT HE TOLD HITLER AGAIN THAT BRITAIN IS 

RESOLVED TO KEEP HER PLEDGES. THE LATTER, ALTHOUGH A PERSONAL COMMUN­

ICATION, ALSO HAD THE FULL CABINET APPROVAL. 

MORE 526PPL 



HNS•N ADD BRITAIN HILLMAN COPRT LONDON X X CABINET APPROVAL. 

I CAN FURTHER REVEAL THAT DURING THE FINAL PREPARATION OF THE REPLY 

TO HITLER, A NOTE CONTAINING MUSSOLINI'S COMPROMISE SCHEME AND COMMUN­

ICATIONS CONTAINING THE BRITISH COMPROMISE PROPOSALS REGARDING DANZIG 

~D THE POLISH CORRIDOR, WERE INTERCHANGED BtTWEEN ROME, LONDON, PARIS 

AND WARSAW. 

AUTHORITATIVE DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES INTERPRETED THIS INTERCHANGE OF 

VIEWS AS INDICATING THESE PROPOSALS ARE BEING HELD IN READINESS FOR 

DISCUSSION SHOULD HITLER PROVE WILLING. 

THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR LANDED IN BERLIN AT 8:37 O'CLOCK TONIGHT 

(3:37 P.M . EDT> AFTER A FLIGHT OF THREE HOURS AND A HALF FROM HESTON 

AIRDROME. 

AS HENDERSON ARRIVED IN THE GERMAN CAPITAL, THE GENERAL fEELING 

IN HIGH LONDON QUARTERS WAS THAT THE BRITISH FEEL fURTHER REPLIES FROM 

GERMANY SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING. 

IT WAS EMPHASIZED EVERYWHERE, HOWEVER, THAT BRITAIN NEVERTHELESS 

IS fULLY PREPARED fOR ANY ACTION DER fUEHR;R MAY DEC I DE TO TAKE. 

__.. 531PPL 
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HN9-N INSERT BRITAIN HILLMAN LONDON 
EDITORS 

AFTER THIRD PARA ENDING •x X HAVE MADE TO POLAND,• PLEASE INSERTs 
CHAMBERLAIN PROMISED, HOWEVER , THAT IF THE •tENSI ON• OVER THE DANZIG 

-· SITUATION CAN BE DISSOLVED, A CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN POWERS COULD BE 
CALLED TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS AFFECTING EUROPE •IN A CLEAR ATMOSPHERE 

-AND ON A BAS IS OF CONFIDENCE. • FOR THIS HE OFFE~ED THE •GOOD 
OFFICES• OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT . 

CPICKUP FOURTH PARA BEGINNING •I AM ABLE TO REVEAL ETC.•) 
545PPL 
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COPYRIGHT, 1939 1 BY I~ERNATIONAL NEWS SERVICE 

LONDON, AUG. 28.-<INS>•GREAT BRITAIN TONIGHT FLATLY WARNED NAZI 

GERMANY THAT IF CHANCELLOR HITLER REFUSES TO ALLOW STATESMANSHIP TO 

SETTLE THE GERMAN-POLISH CRISIS, BRITAIN WILL GO TO WAR ON THE SIDE or 

POLAND. 

IN HIS HISTORY-MAKING REPLY TO HITLER, DELIVERED TONIGHT IN BERLIN 
• • 

BY BRITISH AMBASSADOR SIR NEVILE HENDERSON, PRIME MINISTER CHAMBER• 

LAIN PRESENTED THIS CHALLENGEs 

wiF IT SHOULD BE BEYOND THE WIT or STATESMANSHIP TO COME TO AN 

' AGREEMENT ON THIS QUESTION, RESULTING IN THE TRAGEDY OF FORCE BEING 

USED, WHICH CAN NEVER SETTLE THIS PROBLEM, GREAT BRITAIN MUST SOLEMNLY 

DECLARE ITS FULL ALLEGIANCE TO THE PLEDGES HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT 

HAVE MADE TO POLAND .w oq;: /If/ S t_~-r:--
I AM ABLE TO REVEAL THAT THE HIGH-LIGHTS OF THE BRITISH GOVERN-

MENT'S FIRM REPLY TO CHANCELLOR HITLER TODAY ARE AS FOLLOWSI 

wHIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT, TOGETHER WITH THE DOMINIONS, HAVE FULLY 

CONSIDERED THE TEXT AND PURPORT OF THE COMMUNICATION FROM HERR HITLER. 

wHIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT HAVE NOT AT ANY TIME BROUGHT PRESSURE UPON 
., 

THE UNDISPUTED SOVEREIGNTY AND INDEPENDENT RESPONSIBILITY OF POLAND. 

wHIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT HAS GIVEN A PLEDGE TO THAT COUNTRY IN CASE 

IT IS ATTACKED WHICH PROVIDES THAT SHOULD EITHER OF THE PARTIES <BRI­

TAIN OR POLAND> BECOME ENGAGED IN HOSTILITIES WITH A EUROPEAN POWER 

IN CONSEQUENCE OF AGGRESSION BY THE LATTER AGAINST THAT CONTRACTING 

PARTY <POLAND>, THE OTHER CONTRACTING PARTY <BRITAIN> WILL AT ONCE 

GIVE THE CONTRACTING PARTY ENGAGED IN HOSTILITIES ALL THE SUPPORT AND 

ASSISTANCE IN ITS POWER.w 

MORE 514P 

<3D LINE LAS PARA READ 'BECOME ETC LAST WORD X X ITS POWER.'> 

PL 
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LONDON. --PR I ME MI NI STER CHAMBERLAIN TOLD COMMONS TODAY THAT HE 

.:oytD "NOT <:.AY THAT THE DANGER Of WAR HAS RECEDED , " 

u 

ADD COMMON S, LONDON 

I 

-

THE CROWD OUTS I DE PARLIAMENT HAD CHEERED CHAMBERLAIN AND HIS WIFE 
AS THEY ARR IVED AFTER MEMBERS Of THE CABINET AND THE DUKE Of GLOUCESTER 
AND VARI OUS DI PLOMAT S HAD ASSEMBLED, AMONG THE DIPLOMATS PRE~ENT WAS 
U, S, AMBASSADOR KENNEDY . THE POLI SH AMBASSADOR WAS AL SO PRESENT, BUT 
THE RUSS IAN AMBASSADOR WAS ABSENT , 

8/29--R9 10A 

ADD COMMON ~ , LONDON 
IN BEGINN ING HIS REMARKS , CHAMBERLAIN SAI D THAT IT WAS MORE THAN 

EVER NECESSARY TO URGE THE PRESS TO OBSERVE THE UTMOST RESTRAINT , 
IN CONNECTION WITH PUBLI SH ED ARTICLES PURPORTING TO GIVE A TRANS ­

CRI PT Of THE BR ITI SH NOTE TO ADOLF HITLER, CHAMBERLAI N SAID THEY 
WERE, "AN I NVENT I ON FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END , " 

CHAMBERLAI N SAI D THAT "THE CATASTROPHE" WHI CH HE HAD REFERRED TO ON 
LAST THURSDAY WHEN HE WARNED OF THE "IMMINENT PERIL" OF WAR I S NOT YET 
UP'ON BRITAIN BUT THAT THE DANGER CONT INUES ·ACUTE, AND IT IS FELT THAT 
THE HOUSE ~HOULD BE INFORMED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. 

LONDON ,--GREAT BR ITAIN' S "FI NAL ANSWER " MADE IT PLAI N TO . ADOLF HITLER 

THAT BR ITI SH "OBLIGATIONS TO POLAND WI LL BE CARRIED OUT " PRIME MINISTER 

~ CHAMBERLAIN TOLD COMMON S .TODAY , 

ADD FI~.'AL ANSWER , LONDON <TI MED 9•22A ) 
CH AMBERLAIN SAID THE BR ITI SH ' 

t 
l 

~ 

BY BR ITISH AMBASSADOR SIR NEVi LEM~i~~;.RES TNO HITLER DELIVERED LA ST NIGHT 
HITLER HE SAI D HAD L · .o WAS BR ITAIN' S "FINAL NS 

REGARD ING ,THE URGENcy OF !r~o[~~HB~ITI SH GOVERNMENT IN No DOUBT A WER , " 

IMPRESSED UPON THE BR ITI SH GOVERN - ERMAN SETTLEMENT, AND HAD 
UNDf.RSIAND,ING, "OF COMPLETI:' •NILJLMAESTNT HI S WI SH FOR A BRITISH- GERM AN 

"'--" - · ING CHARACTER." - - -

ADD COMMONS, LONDON <TIMED 9 !19A) 
CH AM BERLAIN, I N THE EXPLANATION OF DEJELOPMENTS, PO INTED OUT HIS 

FEARS THAT A FEW "THOUGHTLESS WORD S" IN A NEWSPAPER MIGHT WR ECK THE 
GOVERNMENT ' S EFFORTS TO OBTAI N A SATI SFACTORY SOLUT ION OF THE EUROPEAN 
SITUATION, 

HITLER , HE SAI D, ~ UGGESTED TO HENDERSON THAT THE AMBASS ADOR COME TO 
LONDON TO GIVE A PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH DER FUEHRER 
TO THE BR ITI ~H GOVERNMENT . THEN , HE SAI D, HENDERSON FLEW BACK TO 
BERLI N AND DEL I VERED GREAT BRITAIN' S FINAL ANSWER LAST NI GHT. 

8/29--R934A 

• 
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ADD COMMONS, LONDON 

2-, 
• wt MADE PLAIN THAT OUR OBLIGATIONS TO POLAND HAD PASSED I NTO FORMAL 

SHAPE BY THE AGREEMENT SIGNED ON AUGUST 25, " CHAMBERLAIN SAID I N 
REFERENCE TO THE NEW AND SWEEPING BRITISH-POLI SH ALL IANCE , "WE MADE 
IT PLAIN OUR OBLIGATION~ WOULD BE CARRIED OUT , 

"ON THE NATURE Of THE GERMAN REPLY DEPENDS WHETHER FURTHER TIME 
SHOULD BE GIVEN FOR EXPLORATION OF THE SITUATION AND FOR OPERATI ON OF 
THE MANY FORCES THAT ARE WORKING FOR PEACE," 

CH AMBERLAIN THEN SAID TH AT GRE AT BR ITAIN IS READY FOR ANY MOVE, 
"OUR AIR DEFENSE I S IN A STATE OF INSTANT READINESS,• HE SAID, 

"OUR WHOLE FIGHTING FLEET IS READY AT A MOMENT ' S NOTICE TO TAKE UP ITS 
WAR DISPOSITIONS , " 

8/29--R936A 

---
ADD COMMONS, LONDON ---
DUT$H~r~~~LAIN SAI D TH AT, "NONE OF US HAS ANY DOUBT AS TO WHERE OUR 

"THERE IS NO DI FFERENCE OF OP!N I · 
DETERMINATI ON . WE ARE READY FOR AN$NEC~~~~A~S AN~ NO WE AK ENI NG OF OUR 

CH AMBERLAIN SAI D GREAT BR IT N ITY , 
SHE AL SO DESIRED A BRITI SH-GER~!N' u~riE:~nJDI~ HITLER, DECLARED THAT 

AS SOON AS CIRCUMSTANCES PERMIT G. GOVERNMENT NATURALLY. w 1 BR ITAIN REPLIED, HIS MAjESTY' S 
GERMANY A SETTLEMENT L~~~~N~Eigo:EPETRHME NOPPORTUNITY OF DI SCUSSI NG WITH 

8/29--R939A A ENT AGREEMENT , 

ADD COMMONS, LONDON 
CHAMBERLAIN DECLARED THAT "THE ss CITED BUT WE WILL ABAT N ' I .. UE OF PEACE OR WAR IS STI LL UNDE-

LINES WE HAVE LAID DOW~ FgRJg~R~~L8~~ ~£SOLUTION TO HOLD FAST TO THE 
HE I NDICATED THE BRITISH MESSAGE T• 

CESSATION OF FRONTIER CLASHES AND OF COIRADOLF HI TLER HAD URGED REPORTS. ' ' CULATION OF EXAGGERATED 
8/29--R9~'"'0A,.__ __ - ---

ADD COMMONS , LONDON 
CHAMBERLAIN SAID THAT "EVERYTHING TURNS UPON THE MANNER IN WHICH 

I MMEDI ATE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN GERMANY AND POLAND CAN BE HANDLED AND 
ON THE NATURE OF PROPOSALS WHICH MIGHT BE MADE FOR ANY SETTLEMENT , " 

[ 

IN RE EMPHASI ZING THAT BRITAIN WILL FULFILL HER OBLIGATIONS , HE 
ADDED THAT, "HIS MAJESTY ' S GOVERNMENT HAVE SAID MORE THAN ONCE 
PUBLICLY THAT GERMAN- POL I SH DIFFERENCES SHOULD BE CAPABLE OF SOLUTION 
BY PEACEFUL MEANS , " . 

8/29--R943A 

LONDON, --FOREI GN SECRETARY VISCOUNT HALIFAX TOLD THE HOUSE OF 

LORDS TODAY THAT EVERYTHING IS READY TO MOBILI ZE GREAT BRITAIN ' S 
REGULAR ARMY . 

r 
• 

r 
I 

• 

-



ADD COMMONS, LONDON 
"THE WHOLE WA RNI NG ~Y~TEM I S READY NI GI;!T AND DAY TO BE BROUGHT INTO INS TANT OPERATION, " HE SAI D. 
"THE COAST DEFEN~E~ ARE READY TO llE MANNED BY THE COAST DEFENSE 

UNIT~ OF TERRITORIALS AND ARRANGEMENTS ALSO HAVE BEEN MADE FOR PROTECTION OF A LARGE NUMBER OF IMPORTANT POINT~ . · 
A CONSI DERABLE NUMBER OF MOVEMENTS ALSO HAVE BEEN CARRI ED OUT BY LAI'\D FORCES BOTH "AT HO ME AND OVERSEAS," HF. ADDED. 
8129--R947A 

I 

' ,/ ) 
ADD COM MONS, LONDON 

IN CONNECTION WITH HI S EXPLANATION OF BRITAI N' S DEFENSE MEASURES, THE PRIME MIN I STER TOOK A DIG AT GERMANY WHEN HE SAI D: "AT ANY RATE, WE HAVE NOT HAD TO BEGIN HERE BY I SSUI NG RATION CARDS, " 
CHAM BERLAI N SAID THAT AS A RESULT OF THE RESERVE FLEET BEI NG CALLED UP AT THE BEGINNING OF AUGUST, THE NAVY WAS I N AN ADVANCED STATE OF PREPAREDNESS WHEN THE PRESENT CRISI S AROSE . THUS, THE WHOLE BR ITISH FIGHTING FLEET I S READY FOR ACTION ON A MOMENT ' S NOTI CE, HE SAI D. 
~ t 29- -RS5flA 

I I • 



I 
~ . 

. ft ~ \ LONDON--IT WAS DISCLOSED RELIABLY THAT THE LATEST BR ITISH NOTE ' TO ADOLF HITLER, DELIVERED LAST NIGHT, HAD A~AIN DECLARED THE DESIRE FOR GOOD RELATIONS AND HAD URGED THAT DIRECT ~EGOTIATIONS WITH POLAND BE UNDERTAKEN. 
IT WAS REPORTED BY SOME SOURCES THAT THE BRITI SH GOVERNMENT WAS CONSIDERING STOCKHOLM AS A SUITABLE MEETING PL ACE FOR GERMAN AND· POLISH REPRESENTATIVES IF SUCH NEGOTI ATIONS COULD BE ARRANGED. THE BRITISH NOTE WAS MUCH ALO NG THE LINES OF PREVIOUS NO TES, REITERATING I NTENTION TO SUPPORT BRITI SH PLEDGES TO POLAND AND IGNOR ING GERMANY'S SUGGESTION THAT BRITAIN ASK THAT POLISH ENVOYS BE SENT TO BER~L~I,l:!N_._ __________ _ 

ADD BR ITI SH NOTE, LONDON <TIMED 3P ) THE BRITI SH NOTE EXPRESSED APPRECIATI ON FOR GERMANY'S CONCERN FOR HER ·owN VITAL INTERESTS BUT ADDED A REMAINDER OF THE EXISTENCE OF POLISH VITAL INTERESTS. AN EXPRESSION OF GRATIFICATION OF GERMANY'S READINESS TO ENTER INTO DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS WITH POLAND WAS CONTAINED IN BRITAI N' S MESSAGE, ALTHOUGH THE GERMAN OFFER WAS UNDERSTOOD TO BE BASED ON THE RETURN FIRST OF DANZIG AND THE POL I SH CORRIDOR TO THE REICH. GREAT BRITAIN AL SO PROPOSED THAT THE STATUS QUO IN DANZIG BE MAIN­TAINED DURING ANY NEGOT IATI ON S BETWEEN POLAND AND GERMANY AND THAT THE ARMI ES OF BOTH POWERS REFRAIN FROM ADVANCING AND FROM CREATING ANY BORDER INCIDENTS. 
8/31 ON329P 
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/ ~ ~~ERLIN--GERMANY PUBLISHED THE CONTENTS OF ADOLF HITLER ' S EXCHANGE 
I OF MESSAGES WITH GREAT BRI TAIN TON IGHT, REVE AL ING A 16- PO INT PROGRAM 

_/ 
ADD EXCHANGES, BERLIN 

. ~ THE GI ST OF THE 16 POI NTS WAS REICH ; THAT THE BOTTLENECK OF THET~~[ DANZ IG SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE ~J~~I~~:Twi~~i~I~' ci~:II~L~~~iC~JES s~~~L~o:~I~~fDS~~Uk~N~~~NA~~ET~~~CH ~HAT A POLI SH- GERMAN COMMITTEE SHg~fDA~ I NTERNATIONAL COMMI SSION AND HE RELATI ONS OF THE TWO COUNTRI ES . ORK OUT DETAILED REGULATIONS OF ~ 

ADD EXCHANGES, BERLIN 
THE EXCHANGE OF MESSAGES AS DI SCLOSED SHOWED THAT UP TO LA ST 'MI D­NI GHT THE GERMANS APPARENTLY HAD THE UNDERSTAND I NG THAT A POLI SH REPRE­SENTATIVE WOULD ARR I VE I N BERLIN WITH FULL POWERS TO NEGOTIATE . DUE TO THE FACT HE HAS NOT ARR I VED , IT WAS SAI D, THE LETTERS ARE NOW BEI NG PUBLI SHED . ' 

' 8/.3 1 ON.3 12P 

\ ADD EXCH ANGES, BERLI N THE EXCHANGES OF NOTES SHOWED THAT THE PLAN ENVI SAGED PRO VI DED FOR A PLEBI SCITE TO BE HELD IN DANZI G AND IN THE POLI SH CORRI DOR AREA 

l 
WITH IN 12 MONTHS . THE TERRITORY IN QUESTI ON MEANWH ILE WOULD BE GOVERNED BY AN I NTERN AT-ION AL COMM I SS I ON . THE PORT OF GDYN IA, WH I CH I S I N THI S CORRI DOR AREA, WOULD REMAI N IN POLI SH HANDS DURI NG THI S PERI OD, TH I S PROPOSAL SUGGESTED . 8/.3 1--E.3 17P 

ADD EXCHANGES , BERL I N GET A FREE HARBOR AT THE POLAND , UNDER THE PROJECTEWDA SPLTAONHA~~U~~EN AN EQUI TABLE DI STRI BUT I ON . CITY OF DANZI G. THERE AL SO FR E ACCESS TO THE HAR-OF RAILROADS IN THE AREA INVOLVED, GIVING POLAND E BOR AT DANZIG . 
8/3 1--E.320P 

l ADD EXCHANGES , BERLIN 
AUTHORITATIVE CIRCLES, CONCERNED BY GREAT BRITAI N' S COMPLETE MOBILI ZATION, ASSERTED TH AT HITLER PREPARED HI S PROGRAM AFTER I T WAS UNDERSTOOD TH AT GREAT BRI TAI N HAD ASSURED THE REICH THAT POLAND WOULD SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO BERLIN . THIS 16- POI NT PROGRAM OR AGENDA FOR THE NEGOTI ATIONS, NAZIS SAID , WAS HANDED TO BR ITAI N FOR TRANSM I SSION TO WARSAW. NO ANSWER HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE POLES, THEY ADDED, CH ARACTER­IZI NG THE FAILURE TO AN SWER AS "A BRUSQUE REJECTION . " 

8/31 ON3.31P 

I I -
I 



. ADD MILITARY MIS~I ON, BERLIN I ,., v../.J 
THE ~OVIET OFFICERS WERE GREETED BY UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE WOERMANN . THEY DROVE AWAY IN FIVE BLACK LIMOUSINES WHICH HAD SOV IET FLAGS FLAPPING ON THE RADI ATOR CAPS . 
AS TilE AUTOMOBILES PASSED THE CHANCELLORY GUARDS CAME TO PRESENT ARMS. A LARGE CROWD OPPO~ ITE THE CHANCELLORY SHOUTED •HElL" AND GAVE THE NAZI SALUTE. 
THE AIRPLANE WHICH BROUGHT THE OFFICERS HERE CAME FROM MOSCOW BY WAY OF SWEDEN . 

9/2--El?40P 
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LONDON--PRIME MI NI STER CHAMBERLAI N TOLD THE COMMONS THAT HE WOULD 
MAKE A STATEMENT OF "DEFLNITE CHARACTER " ON THE EUROPEAN CRI SI S WHEN 
THE HOUSE MEETS TOMORROW , 

CHAMBERLAI N MADE I T CLEAR THAT BR ITAIN I NTENDS TO FULFILL HER PLEDGE 
TO FIGHT IN DEFENSE OF POLISH SOVEREIGNTY . HE SAID SO WHEN ARTHUR 
GREENWOOD, A LABORITE, EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE DELAY I N GO ING TO 
POLAND ' S AID. 

"IF WE MARCH," GREENWOOD SAID, "I HOPE WE MARCH I N COMPLETE UNITY 
AND MARCH WI TH FRANCE. • . THERE I S A GROWING FEELING I N ALL QUARTERS OF THIS HOUSE THAT THI S I NCESSANT STRAI N MUST END SOONER OR LATER AND 
THE SOONER THE BETTER. " 

CHAMBERLA IN REPLIED: 
"I SHOULD BE HORRIFIED IF THE HOUSE THOUGHT FOR ONE MOMENT THAT MY 

STATEMENT BETR AYED THE SLI GHTEST WEAKENING OF EITHER THE BR ITISH OR THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT I N THE ATTITUDE WE ALREADY HAVE TAKEN , " 

AS TO THE PnOSPECTS OF PEACEFUL NEGOTIATI ON S, HE SAI D: -
"IF THE GER MAN GOVERNMENT AGREE TO WITHDRAW THEI R FORCES, THEN HI S 

MAJESTY ' S GOVERNMENT WOULD BE WILLING TO REGARD THE POSIT I ON AS BEING 
THE SAME AS IT WAS BEFORE THE GERMAN FORCES CROSSED THE POLI SH FRONTIER . 

"THAT IS TO SAY, THE WAY WOULD BE OPEN FOR DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE GERMAN AND POLI SH GOVERNMENTS IN MATTERS AT I SSUE BETWEEN THEM, ON THE ( 
UNDERSTAND ING THAT A SETTLEMENT ARRIVED AT WOULD BE ONE WAY OF SAFE-
GUARDING THE INTERESTS OF POLAND, AND WOULD BE SECURED BY INTERNATIONAL 
GUARANTEE. " ' 

9/ ?.--1.ol0 ?.5 l P 

ADD CI!AMBERLAI N, LONDON (TIMES 2s51P> 
ONE REASON WHY FRANCE AND BRI TAIN ARE PROCEED ING SLOWLY, CHAMBERLAIN 

SAI D, WAS THAT CONFERENCES AMONG THE ALLIED POWERS ~JERE BEI NG 
CONDUCTED BY TELEPHONE: 

"THE ALL I ES HAVE TO COMMUNICATE WITH ONE ANOTHER BY TELEPHONE, " 
CHAMBERLAI N SAI D, "AND IT I S DIFFICULT TO SYNCHRON I ZE THOUGHTS AND 
ACTIONS AS QUI CKLY A~ IF THEY WERE I N THE SAME ROOM , " 

THERE WI LL BE ANOTHER MEETI NG OF COMMONS TOMORROW AT NOON 
AND CHAMBERLAIN PROM I SED A STATEMENT OF "DEFI NITE CHARACTER" AT THAT 
TIME. 

HE ADDED THAT HE MIGHT RECE I VE A REPLY FROM FRANCE IN A FEW HOURS 
REGARDING THE SENDING OF ANOTHER ULTIMATUM TO GERMANY . 

9/2--W0253P 

ADD CHAMBERLAI N, LONDON. 
WHEN CH AMBERLAI N SAID THAT THE BRITI SH GOVERNMENT WOULD BE BOUND TO 

TAKE ACTION UNLESS GERMAN TROOPS ARE WITHDRA WN FROM POLAND, MEMBERS OF 
THE HOUSE RAISED THE CRY: "WHEN, WHEN? " 

' I CAN ASS URE TME HOUSE THERE WI LL BE NO PROLONGED DISCUSSIONS,• : 
CH AMBERLAIN SAI D. 

GREENWOOD SAI D HE WISHED CHAMBERLAI N HAD REEN ARLE TO SAY DEFI NITELY 
TONIGHT WHETHER IT WAS GOING TO BE PEACE OR WAR. 

"WE MUST MARCH WITH THE FRENCH, " GREENWOOD ADDED . "I HOPE THESE 
WORDS OF MINE MAY GO FURTHER . I DO NOT BEL I EVE THf. FRENCH WO ULD DREAM 
AT THI ~ JUNCTURE OF GO ING BACK ON THE SACRED OATH THEY HAVf. TAKEN ." 

9/?.--W0257P 

... 



ADD CHAMBERLAIN, LONDON. 
WHEN CHAMBERLAIN SAID THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WOULD BE BOUND TO TAKE ACTION UNLES~ GERMAN TROOP~ ARE WITHDRAWN FROM POLAND, MEMBERS OF TlfE HOUSE RAI SED THE CRY 1 "WHEN, WHEN? • , 
"I CAN ASSURE THE HOUSE THERE WILL BE NO PROLONGED DISCUSSIONS * CHAMBERLAIN SAID. ' 

, GREENWOOD SAID HE WISHED CHAMBERLAIN HAD BEEN ABLE TO SAY DEFINITELY TONIGHT WHETHER IT WAS GOING TO BE PEACE OR WAR. 
"WE MUST MARCH WITH THE FRENCH," GREENWOOD ADDED. "I HOP£ THESE 

WORDS OF MIN£ MAY CO FURTHER. I DO NOT BELIEVE THE FRENCH WOULD DREAM AT THI S JUNCTUR£ OF GOI NG BACK ON THE SACRED OATH THEY HAVE TAKEN . " 9/2-- W0257P 

ADD CHAMBERLAIN, LONDON. 
"I WOULD HAVE P. EE~ VERY CLAD, " THE PRIME MINISTER REPLIED, • IF IT 

HAD BEEN POSSIBLE TO SAY NOW THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT AND OURSELVES 
HAD AGREED TO MAKE THE ~HORTEST POSSIBLE LIMIT TO THE TI ME WHEN ACTI ON 
SHOULD BE TAKEN BY BOTH OF US, 

"BUT I AM THE LAST MAN TO NEGLECT AN OPPORTUNITY WHI CH I CONSIDER 
OFFERS A CHANCE OF AVOIDING A GREAT CATASTROPHE EVEN AT THE LAST 
MOMENT, " 

THEN CHAMBERLAIN SAID I 
"I ANTICIPATE ONLY ONE ANSWER THAT I SHAtL HAVE TO GIVE THE HOUSE 

TOMORROW , I HOPE MYSELF THAT THE ISSUE WILL BE BROUGHT TO A CLOSE AT 
THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT ," 

9/2- - W0259P 

ADD CHAMBERLAIN, LONDON , 
SIR ARCHIBALD SINCLAIR, LAROR ITE, TOLD CHAMBERLAIN THAT PARLIAMENT 

WOULD NOT TOLERATE ANY DELAY IN FULFILLING BRITAIN ' S OBLIGATI ONS TO 
POLAND. 

"I CONFESS, • ~HAMBERLAIN SAID, "THAT IN THE PRESENT CASE I SHALL 
HAVE TO BE CONVINCED OF THE GOOD FAITH OF THE OTHER SI DE IN ANY ACTION 
THEY TA KE BEFORE I COULD REGARD THESE PROPOSALS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE TO 
US AS OFFERING A REASONABLE CHANCE OF BEING SUCCESSFUL . " 

9/2--EJOOP. 

ADD CHAMBERLAIN, LONDON 
GREENWOOD WA~ GREETED WITH CHEERS AND CRIES OF "SPEAK FOR ENGLAND!" 

WHEN HE ROSE TO SPEAK AFTER CHM1BERLAIN HAD MADE HIS STATEMENT , 
"I FEAR THE WHOLE HOUSE IS PERTURBED BY THE PRI ME MINISTER ' S STATE­

MENT, " GREENWOOD SAID , 
HE ADDED THAT HE PREFERRED THAT .THE STRAIN END SOON AND MEMBERS 

INTERRUPTED WITH SHOUTS OF "NOW, NOW , " 
"EVERY MINUTE ' S DELAY," GREENWOOD CONTINUED, "MEANS LOSS OF LIFE, 

IMPERILING OUR NATIONAL HONOR , " 
AGAI N HE WA~ INTERRUPTED BY CRIES OF "NATIONAL HONOR . " 
" I AM GREATLY DI STURBED," GREENWOOD CONTINUED, "THAT AN ACT OF 

AGGRESSION TOOK PLACE 38 HOURS AGO . THE MOMENT THAT ACT TOOK PLACE ONE 
OF THE MOST IMPORTANT TREATIES OF MODERN TIMES AUTOMATICALLY CAME INTO 
OPERATION <THE POLI SH- BRITAI N ALLI ANCE) , THERE MAY BE REASONS WHY 
INSTANT ACTION WA~ NOT TAKEN. 

9/2- - E305P 

ADD CHAMBERLAIN, LONDON, 
"THAT DELAY MIGHT HAVE BEEN JUSTIFIED . BUT MANY OF US ON ALL SI DES 

OF THE HOUSE VIE~J WITH THE GREATEST CONCERN THE FACT THAT HOURS WENT BY 
AND NEWS CAME OF BOMRING OPERATIONS AND TODAY INTENSIFICATION OF IT . 

"I WONDER !!OW LONG WE AilE PREPARED TO VACILLATE AT THIS TI ME WHEN 
BRIT AIN AND ALL THAT BRITAIN STANDS FOR AND HUMAN CIVILIZATION AilE IN 
PERI L. 

• . , , I HOPE THAT TOi'.ORROW MORNING, HOWEVER HARD IT MAY BE FOR THE 
RIGHT HONORARLf. GENTLEMAN CCI!AMRERLAI N> -- AND NOBODY WOULD CARE TO STAND IN HI ~ SHOE~ TONIGHT -- WE SHALL KNOW THE MIND OF THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT , " 

I 
I 
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1 LOJ\DON--THE MI NI ";TRY OF I NFORt11\TION SAID TONIGHT THAT THE IRAQ GOVERNMENT HAD A-;KED THE GERMAN MI NISTER AT RAGHDAD TO LEAVE IIITHIN 24 HOUR<; . 
THE IRAQ REP~ES"'"NTA V ERLIN ALSO HAS F.EEN NSTRUCTED TO ASK FOR H ~ P . S. THE ANNOUNCE ~ . • A N E 0 E . NS 1ILI ARY AGE oh OTIIERS REGARDED AS DANGEROUS !lAVE BEEN INTERNED I N IRAQ, THE MINISTRY SAID. 
T HE GREAT NEAR EASTERN OIL FI ELD" ARE LARGELY I N IRAQ, WHICH LIES ASTRI DE THE OVERLAND ROUTE FROi1 THE MED ITERRANF: AN TO THE A RAn i AN SEA. TH E MINISTRY OF INFORMATION ALSO A:\NOUNCED THAT nR ITONS TRAVELL itJG FRml ~!ORTHERN IRELAND TO BRITAH I MUST HOLD A VALI D PASSPORT OR TRAVEL PERMIT . ? RECAUTIONS HAVE BEE~ T AKEN AGAI~ST I NFILTRATION OF I RI SH REPUBLICAN ARMY TERRORI STS BY WAY OF NORTHERN IRELAND . 

911 ON243P 



, BRECKI NRIDGE LONG, HEAD OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT ' S NEW WELFARE DIVI -SION, SAID TODAY THE CHARTERING OF SHIPS FOR TRANSPORTING CITIZENS BACK TO AMERICA HAS ENCO.UNTERED MA NY DIFFlCULT IES tm iCH HAD NOT BEEN COMMUNICATED TO REPRESENTATIVES ABROAD . HE SA ID MANY OF THESE DETAILS, IT HAD BEEN FELT, NEED NOT BE TRA NS MITTED TO EMBASSY STAFFS, 
SOME DIFFICULTIES, FOR EXAMPLE, HE SAID, vJERE THE SIMPLE FACT THAT MANY AMERICAN VESSELS ARE AT SEA AND CANNOT RETURN I MMEDI ATELY . THOSE MOST READ ILY AVAILA BLE MUST BE CONTACTED, THEN RETURN ED TO AMERICAN PORTS AND THEN MUST DISCHARGE THE CONTRACTS UNDER WH ICH THEY WERE SAILING. 
THERE ARE ADDITIONAL DETAILS, HE SAID, OF ARRANGING WAR RISK I NSURA NCE AND MAKI NG ARRANGEMENTS TO PROTECT THE CREW ADEQUATELY FOR TRIPS I NTO DA NGER 20NES. 
TH E VESSELS FOR vlHICH ARRANGEMENTS HAVE DEEN MAD E NO W, LONG SAID, HAVE A PASSENGER CAPACITY OF BETWEEN 2, 500 AND 3, 000 . THEY WILL EE EMPLOYED CONSTANTLY SHUTTLING BACK AND FORTH ACROSS THE ATLANTIC BR I NGI NG RE FUGEES. 
THE EXACT NUMBER OF STRANDED AM ER ICANS IS NOT KNOWN . LO NG POINTED OUT THAT MANY AMERICANS I N COUNTRI ES OTHER THA N ENG­LAND AKD FRANCE ARE I N A PRECARIOUS POSITION FOR TRANSPORTATION HOME . THERE ARE HUNDRED S OF AMERICAN S I N BALTIC STATES--FINLAND. ESTONIA . , , LATVIA AN D LITHUANIA, 'tHO ARE HAVING EXTREME DIFFICULTY GETTI NG OUT, HE SAID . 

91 1 ON337P 



~AU:M, ORE.--PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TODAY TELEPHONED SENATOR MCNARY AND TOLD HIM THAT A SPECI AL SESSION OF'·CONGRESS, IF CALLED , PROBABLY WOULD OPEN SEPT. 18, MCN ARY SAID , 
· MCNARY SAID MR . ROOSEVLT DISCUS SED THE MATTER OF REVI SION OF THE NEUTRALITY ACT . MCNARY SAI D HE TOLD THE PRESI DENT HE WOULD COOPERATE IN BRI NG IN G ABOUT PROMPT CONSIDERATION OF THE NEUTRALITY QUESTION BUT SAID HE ;JOULD PRESS FOR A QUI CK ADJOURNMENT AFTER TH AT QUESTION WAS DI SPOSED OF. 

9/7 ON321P 

, 

WHITE HOUSE SECRETARY EARLY DECLINED TO DI SCUSS REPORTS THAT PRES I­DENT RO OSEVELT I S CONSIDERI NG CONVENI NG CONGRESS IN SPECIAL SESSION SEPT . 1R, 
EARLY REPEATED HI S I NSI STENCE THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS NOT YET FI XED A DATE FOR A SPECIAL ~ESSION , 
"THE PRESI DENT HAS NOT DEFI~'< ITELY DECIDED ON A DATE FOR THE CONVENI NG OR THE CALL ING OF A SPECIAL SESS ION OF THE CONGRESS , " EARLY SAID , 
"NEITHER liA S HE DECIDED TO CALL CONGRESS IN SPECIAL SESSION, " 917- - RJ:!I'>P 



' 

~.'?: Jb~ R~-;A c -',_.P @..._., ,.._..Pe; r.;-
~ .e.:. .I .I ~ ().r. .. It~ ll crJ~~ 7:-;c.., I ) 

OTTAWA --A STATE OF WAR NOW EXISTS I N THE DOMIN ION~F CANADA, LO RD ~ 
TWEED SMUIR, GOVERNOR - GENERAL, TOLD AN EMERGENCY SESS ION OF PARLIAMENT. 

HI S BRI EF SPEECH CONTAI NED NO FORMAL DECLARATI ON OF WAR, AND IT WAS 
BELI EVED CANADA MI GHT REFRAI N FROM MAKI NG SUCH A DECLARATION SO SHE 
COULD ACT AS A ff BACK DOOR" THROUGH WH I CH AMERICAN SUPPL I ES COULD BE 
SH I PPED TO THE ALLI ES . 

LORD TWEED SMUIR TOLD PARLIAMENT THAT TijE MILITIA, AI R FORCE AND 
NAVY ALREADY HAVE BEEN PLAC ED ON ACTIVE SERVICE. OTHER MEASURES HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN FOR THE DEFENSE OF CANADIA N COA STS, HE SAID. 

ffYOU HAVE BEEN SUMMONED AT THE EARL I EST MOMENT, ff LORD TWEEDSMUIR 
TOLD PARLI AMENT ''IN ORDER THAT TilE GOVERNMENT MAY SEEK AUT HORITY FOR 
THE MEA SURE NECESSARY FOR THE DEFENSE OF CANADA AND FOR CO - OPERATION 
IN THE DETERMI NED EFFORT WH I CH I S BEI NG MADE TO RES I ST FURTHER AGGRESS ­
ION AND TO PREVENT THE APPEAL TO FORCE I NSTEAD OF TO PACI FIC MEANS IN 
THE SETTLEMENT OF I NTERNATIONAL DISPUTES . 

"PROPOS AL S FOR FURTHER ACTIVE ACTION BY CANADA WILL BE LAID BEFORE 
YOU WITHOUT DELAY. YOU ~JILL BE ASKED TO CONS I DER ESTIMATES TO PROVIDE 
FOR EXPEND ITURES Wlf iCH HAVE BEEN CAUSED OR MAY BE CAUSED BY THE STATE 
OF WAR WHICH NOW EXI STS. 

"I NEED NOT SPEAK OF THE EXTREME GRAVITY OF THI S HOUR . THERE CA N 
}[AVE BEEN FEW, IF ANY, MORE CRITICAL I N THE HI STORY OF THE WORLD . THE 
PEOPLE OF CANADA ARE FAC I NG TlfE CRISIS WITH THE SAME FORTITUDE THAT 
TODAY SUPPORTS THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED KI NGDOM AND OTHER NATI ONS OF 
THE BRITISH• COMMONWEALTH . " 

PRIME MIN I STER MACKENZ I E KING HAS PLEDGED HIS GOVERNMENT TO "STAND 
AT THE SI DE OF BRITAIN " BUT SO FAR HAS I SSUED NO FORMAL PROCLAMAT I ON 
TO THAT EFFECT . 

9/7 ON234P 



. SECRETARY HULL SA I D TODAY THAT THI S GOVERNMENT I S DO I NG ALL IN ITS POWER TO SPEED THE EVACUATI ON OF AMER ICAN NATI ONALS FROM EUROPEAN WAR ZONES . 
HULL CALLED ATTENT I ON TO ARRANGEMENTS COMPLETED LATE YESTERD AY TO SEND SEVEN ADDI TI ONAL VESSELS TO BR ING HOME AMERI CAN NAT IONALS. HULL SAID THE STATE DEP ARTMENT' S NEW.WELFARE DIVISI ON I S COOPERA­TI NG CLOSELY WITH THE U. s . MAR ITI ME COMM I SS ION AND AMERI CAN SH I P LI NE , OPERATORS TO PROV IDE THE NECESSARY STEPS. 

9/7 ON 145P 
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• A PERMANENT I NJUNCTI ON RESTRAI N)NG THE EARL J . SCOTT COMPANY AT I NDI ANAPOLI S WAS SIGNED BY J UDGE ! ALTZELL I N THE U. s . DI STR ICT COURT I N I NDI ANAPOL I S ACC ORDI NG TO AD/ViCES RECE IVED BY ADMI NI STRATOR ANDREWS OF THE WAGE AND HOUR DIVI SI ON . 
UNDER THE DECREE, REST ITUTI~N ~F MORE THAN $6, 000 I N BACK WAGES AND UNPAID OVERTI ME DUE TO EMPLO~ES OF THE COMPANY WILL BE PAI D TH IS vlEEK . . ACCORD I NG TO THE COMPLili1I T FILED RY THE WA GE AND HOUR DIVI SI ON , EMP LOYEES OF THE COMPANY R CE I VED AS LITTLE AS 14 CENTS AN HOUR AND WERE NOT PAI D TI ME AND A AL F FOR OVERTI ME . 

9/7 ON 149P 
I 

BOSTON--TWENTY- SE N OF THE 36 CREW- MEMEERS OF THE GOVERNMENT- OWNED FREIG.fTER CHALL ENGE CARGOED FOR ENGLAND: WERE PAI D OFF TODAY BECAUSE THEY REFUSED TO SA LAST NIG.!T WITHOUT A '' GUARANTEEDn $250 BONUS AND $?5, 000 WAR -RI SK I SURANCE FOR EACH MA N. TilE MEN WERE D . CHARGED BY U. S. SHI PPI NG AGENT LEO F. O' BR I EN OF BOSTON ON ORDERS ROM THE U. S. MARI TIME COMM ISSI ON. O' BRIEN SAI D THAT HE ALREADY HAD H RED HALF THE NUM BER OF NEW MEN REQU I RED TO RE- MAN THE SHI P AND THAT H EXPECT ED TO HAVE A FULL CREW READY FOn SAI LI NG RY TON I GHT OR Tm1 R0\11 MORNI NG . . THE MAR ITI !· CO MM I SS I ON INFORMED O' BR IEN THAT I T COULD NOT GUARA NTEE BONUSES ~ lOR C ULD IT ASSURE THE MEN THAT \liAR-RI SK I NS URA NCE COULD BE PROVI DED . 
, 9/1 ON 15 ~P 
• 
\ 
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SECRETARY HULL SAID TODAY THAT THIS GOVERNMENT I S DOING ALL IN ITS POWLR TO SPEED THE EVACUATION OF AMERICAN NATIONALS FROM EUROPEAN WAR ZONES . 
HULL CALLED ATT ENTION TO ARRANGEMENTS COMPLETED LATE YESTERDAY TO SEND SEVEN ADDITIONAL VESSELS TO BRINC HOME AMERICAN NATION ALS, HULL SAID THE STATE DEPARTM ENT ' S NEW.WELFARE DIVISI ON I S COOPERA­TING CLOSELY WITH THE U. S, MARITIME COMMISSION AND AMERICAN SHI P LINE , OPERATORS TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY STEPS , 

9/7 ON 14'P 

A PERMANENT INJUNCTION RESTRAI N G THE EARL J , SCOTT COMPANY AT I NDIANAPOLI S WAS SIGNED BY JUDGE ALTZELL IN THE U, S, DISTRICT COURT IN INDIANAPOLI S ACCORDING TO ADV CE~ RECEIVED BY ADMINI STRATOR ANDR EWS OF THE WAGE AND HOUR DIVI SION, 
UNDER THE DECREE, RESTITUT N-or MORE THAN $6,000 IN BACK WAGES AND UNP AI D OVERTI ME DUE TO EMPLO ES OF THE COMPANY WILL BE PAID THIS WEEK , 
ACCORDI NG TO THE COMPLAI T FILED RY THE WAC£ AND HOUR DiVI SION, EMPLOYEES OF THE COt1PANY R CEIVED AS LITTLf: A~ 14 cr.r-m: AN HOUR AND WERE NOT PAI D TIME AND A ALF FOR OVERTIME . 

9/7 ON 149P 

BOSTON- -TWENTY-SE N OF THE 36 CREW- MEMAERS OF THE GOVERNMENT- OWNED FREIGHTER CH ALLENGE CA RCOED FOR ENGLAND, WERE PAI D OFF TODAY BECAUSE THEY REFUSED TO ".A LAST NICHT WITHOUT A "GUARANTEED" $250 BONUS AND $25,000 WAR-RISK I SURA NCE FOR EACH MAN , TilE MEN WERE D . CHARGED BY U.S , SHIPPING AGENT LEO F. O' BRIEN OF BOSTON ON ORDERS ROM THE U. S, MARITIME COMMI SSION, O' BRIEN SAID THAT HE ALR EA DY HAD II RED HALF THE NUMBER OF NEW MEN REQUI RED TO RE -MAN THE SHIP AND THAT H EXPECTED TO HAVE A FULL CREW RE ADY FOR SAILI NG BY TON IGHT OR TOM ROW MORNING . . THE MARITI! COMMI SSION INFORMED O' BRIEN THAT IT COU LD NOT GUARANTEE BONUSES NOR C ULD IT ASSURE THE MEN THAT WAR-RI SK INSURANCE COULD BE PROVI DED. 
, $1/ 7. ON152P 
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HULL <TI MED 145P> READ X X PROVIDE THE NECESSARY SHIPS . 

ADD HULL 
HULL SAID THAT LAP.OR Dirf"ICULTI ES AMONG THE CREWS OF SOME SHI PS HAD DELAYED TEMPORARILY COMPLETION OF THE ARRAKGEMENTS 6UT THAT THESE TnOUAU:S, HAPP ILY, HAVE ntEN <;ETTLED A/I: D THE SH IPS NOW WILL BE GOH.!C OUT TO TRANSPORT THE <;TRAND ED AMF:RICAI\S HOME • TI!E LINER PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT SAILED LATE YESTERDAY AND THE LINER OR I 7.ABA NOW I S SI GNING ON A CREW FOR THE TRIP . TIIF. LI NF:R MANH ATTAN, WH ICH AnRIVED IN THE U. S. WITH A LARGE PAS~ ENGER LI ST, WILL MAKE A <;p£EDY TURN-ABOUT TO F.RI NG HOME STILL ~lORE REFUGEES , THE UNITED FRUIT COMPANY. WHI CH HAS TWO SAILINGS A WEEK FR0~1 BR ISTOL, EN.G. TO JAMAICA, WEST I NDI ES, WEEKLY , HAS AGREED TO TAKE UP TO 25 1 PASSEl':CERS PER TRIP FRO~l BR ISTOL TO JAMAICA AND THERE TRA:\SSHI P TI!E!1 TO UNITED FRUIT LI NERS RUNN INC INTO NEW YORK: ALL FOR THE PRICE OF A TICKET FROM BRI STOL TO NEW YORK . IIRRM!GEMENTS HAVE [ f:EN CO~:PLETF:D FOR CALLING INTO THE EUROPEAI! SERVICE FOUR ADDITIONAL SHI PS SPECI FICALLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF BRI NGI NG ~OME AMERICAN REFUGEES. 

I!ULL CALLED ATT ENTI ON TO THE FACT THAT TI!E NEW WELFARE DIVI SION OF THE ; TATE DEPARTMEI'\T AND THF: NARITIME COMM ISSIOI'I HAD BEEN WORKING PR ACTICALLY DAY AND NIGI!T WITHOUT RESPITE ON THE PROBLEMS PRESENTED . OFFIC IALS AL SO REC ALL f:D THAT LAST VIEEK, AFTF:fl REPEATEil WI. RNINGS TO AMERICAN NATI ONALS TO GET HOME AS QUICKLY AS POSSI BLE, SEVERAL SHI PS HAD ~AILED FROM BRITI SH PORTS WITH VACANT BERTHS IN THEIR PA5SE~GER ACCOI1 MODAT I ON S. 
917 ON I5 $1P 



PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TODAY PROCLAIMED A STATE OF LI MITED NATI ON AL 

EMERGENCY . 

9/~--R 1117A 

ADD ROOS EVELT 
THE PROCLAMAT I ON WAS I SSUED TO BOLSTER NATI ON AL DEFENSES WITHI N THE 

LI MITS OF PEACE TI ME AUTHOR I Z 

ADD ROOS EVELT 
THE PROCLAMATI ON WAS I SSUED TO STRENGTHEN UNITED STATES NEUTRALITY 

IN THE EUROPEAN WAR AND TO BOL STER NATI ON AL DEFENSES WITHI N THE LIMITS 
OF PEACE TI ME AUTHORI 7. ATIONS . 

THE PRES ID ENT WILL FOLLOW THE PROCLAMATI ON WITHIN THE NEXT FEW HOURS 
BY EXECUTIVE ORDERS BY VI RTUE OF AUTHOR ITY GRA NTED IN THE PROCLAMATION ~ 

THESE WILL : 
1. MAKE I NCREA SES. IN ARMY MAN POWER WITHI N THE AUTHORI ZED PEACE 

STRENGTH BY RECRUITI NG AND CALLI NG BACK FIRST LI NE RESERVES . 
2. MAKE SI MILAR MAN POWER I NCREASES IN NAVY STREN GTH WITHI N PEACE 

TIME AUT HORI ZATIONS . 
3 . PROVIDE INCREA SES IN MARI NE CORPS PERSONN EL WITHIN PEACE TIME 

AUT HOR I ZATI ONS . . 
4 . PROVIDE GOVERNMENT I NVESTIGATIVE AG ENCIES WITH BROADER POWERS 

TO COMBAT PROPAGANDA SUBVERSIVE TO THE.U . S, FORM OF GO VERNMENT 
AND TO PREVENT EPI SODES SUCH AS OCCURRED IN 19 14 AND 19 15 BEFORE 
AMERICA ENTERED THE WORLD WAR . 

t1R. ROOSEVELT TODAY EXTENDED THE U. S. PRO CLAMATION OF NEUTRALITY TO 
I NCLUDE THE UNI ON OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

HE EXPLAI NED THAT SINCE HE I SSUED THE ORIGI NAL NEUTRALITY PROCLAMA­
TI ONS TH I S GO VERNt1ENT HAS BEEN I NFORMF.D THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAS DECL ARED 
A STATE OF WAR WITH GERMANY. 

EXTEN SI ON OF THE NEUTRALITY PROCLAMATI ON TO COVER CANADA HAS BEEN 
PREPARED MR . ROOSEVELT SAID: BUT WI LL N 0 T RE PRO CLAI MED UNT IL AND 
UNLESS THE CA NADIAN PARLIAMENT MAKES FI NAL ACTION IN DECLARI NG A STATE 
OF WAR. 

IT WAS MAD E CLEAR THAT THE PROCLAMATION OF LI MITED EMERGEN CY DOES 
NOT CONTEMPLATE PUTTI NG EI THER THE NATI ONAL DEFENSES OR THE N ATI O~ AL 
ECONOMY ON A WAR TI ME BASI S. 

• 
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