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MEMORANDUM . 

1. Call in the Secretaries ot War and Navy, 

and t he Acting Secretary ot the Treasury and instruct 

t hem to give ful l cooperati on to the end t hat the French 

orders may be filled by J uly, 1939 , if possible; or as 

soon thereaftPr as practicable. 

2. Full release t o be given i mmedi ately on facil­

ities for Douglas bomber and latest make of motors , in 

addition to r elease already given on Martin and Curtiss 

planes . 

3. Once the French orders have been contracted for, 

a public statement should be made by the French authorities 

to the e~fect that orders for planes have been placed in 

this country . 

4. Do y?u prefer an American or a Canadian company? 

J anuary 11, 1939 . 
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UQUIIIB BIDDI:I!S 10 tilH I1TB USPIC! !0 P.lTDftl 
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laoh bidd.r ahall aallalt 1A tr1pltgtt, with bl• bid, tJae tol.lolli .. oludfiecl iatoratiou 
' ' . (l) .l llit ot pateatt oaect or ooDt.rollecl bt h1a llbioa coYer -.r por­t.S.oA of the a ttrlal Gioh be propoa.. to turm.u. 

(2 ) A llat of ..U pattDtt oo .... ri.A& A111J portion ot tbe aateri&l wtd.oh be propoaea to t\ll'llieb &ad ..S.. which be 1• Uc•aed b.Y .there to -.zautacture auoh uttrial tor tbe ao ....... t. 
-(3) .l llat of ..U patE>Dt.a coveriJa& fUllY portion ot the aater1a.l llb.iob be propoaea to furaieb &lid \8ler which be it RAt. llnpp!!l to •• , ,.._ tact\lre auch ater16l tor lbe Goveraaot. 

IMre DO pattDtt are iaTobed UDder aJ11r OM of tbe aboYe clue .. , b1ddc pen atate explicitl.T that alloh 1a t.be case. 

lhere part or ..U of t.be •ttr1al 1a to be turaiabeci b.Y a allbooDt.ractor, b1ci4er ahall alao tandah tbe abo .... 1Dtor .. t1oa in additioa tor t.bat por­t.J.oa ot tbe .. ttrial wbiob 1a to b e turalabeci b7 auch aQbc:ontractor. 
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LIEMORANDU!4 FOR1 

SUBJECT • 

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOAR.D 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

WAIIHINIFI"'N, D. c. 

November 1, 1939, ---
The Assistant Secretary of War. 

Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions . 

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from I 
( 

time to time brief reports of important foreign inquiries for 
military equipment, the following notes are made1 1 

Within the la.~~::Jrerencee have been e.~ranged 
with the Signal Corps and the Military Attache' of Finland, covering 
Signal Corps itEIIls vihioh oan be released for for eign negotiations. 
Technical advice for the Finne was also obtained fl'om the Chemical 
Warfare Service in connection vdth samples of protective clothing 
submitted by manufacturers to than. 

At one of the recent conferences, the Finnish Military 
Attache' mentioned that they are considering ~!'...h..!!.Lforging or~ 
for 76 mm ammunition. It was sugges~ that a plant in 
Chicago which is nearing the end of an educational order for this 
country might we!i be oolisidered for a production order for the 
Finns , 

There has alec been discussion of a requirement for about 
700 tons of_ni~!.~g}l.:.':£2-,!;~ F~er, and vte have been informed that some 
difficulty is being experienceorin negotiations for this type of powder. 
There is only one source at the present time and its capacity seans to 
be completely absorbed by other orders, 

The most r e cent discussions with the Finnish Attache' have 
been concerned with purchase of EQ. pur!ull •. !.j,_t:PJ.~s , or such part of 
this number as can be obtai.ned within a reasonable time. The Finns 
have been referred to Seversk;y, Gl"tlllllll8l1 and Bl:'ewster, and arrangements 
made with these firms to have a conference at the Legation. 

t<:::~; 
On October 31st ~ce was held with the Counselor 

of the Canadian Legation aild the Secretary of the Legation conoerni.ng 
Canadian probable requirements in . this country. Arrangements were made 
for the Canadians to furnish to us a general statanent of their probable 
requir~ ants, with particular emphasis on those vmioh will require a 
long time to nanufacture. 

GASSif1lO 
&.0. 11662, Bee. 8(E) and 5(D) or {E) 
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CBEW~~ 
A Bel gian Military U!B i on is now in this country with 

pe.rticular interest in obtaining 80 pursuit.J!l~Jles and 20 2-_~ine 

attack or ~t bomber planes . A oonference has been he ld WI 
this~lon .;~~,~~on on aircraft reviewed with them. 

They were given the names of oertaih companies to be a pproached in 

connection with their requir ements. Apparently this Mission is also 

interested in procuring .so caUMr~t~~~.me on twin 

mounts, but t hey were not able to adv16e as to the nwnbera or other 

deta ils a nd it was suggested that the question of procuring these 

guns be taken up later. 

An inquiry was r~~a~om the State Depe.rtment on 

behalf of the Mexican Embassy, r egarding the availability of sources 

for all~~el to be used in the production of rifles in Maxioo. 

The names of some of t he large steel compe.nies producing alloy steel 

were furnished to the State Depe.rtment for transmission to the 

Mexican Embassy . 

a::~]~ 
There have been · ;~ta.cts with French representatives 

in the last few days . 
L!ajor Barbiere of the French J.l.inistry of Armament conferred 

with members of the Clearance Committee concerning the supply of ex­

plosives f rom plants in thi s country. He was interested in obta"!'il!ng 

l.liUileCime deliveries on small arms powder and tetryl . It "'"as pointed 

out t o him that the existing powder and explosive facilities are 

pr actically all taken up with existing orders , but he was given t he 

names of explosive firms and particularly was ref erred to Western 

Cartridge Compnny, where an experimental tetryl plant producing" 

very excellent tetryl is in operation. It was also suggested t hat 

he discuss this requirement f or small arms powder with Western 

Cartridge Company. His attention V!f+S also directed to the nev1 plant 

of the Atlas Powder Company at Jop~11Ussouri , which is just getting 

into production of TNT and will eventually have a capacity of about 

one million pounds a month. 
Ha jor Barbiere explained that thes e immediate orders 

would probabl y be the foreru11ner s of much larger orders if capacity 

in this country can be found . 
Another request from the French was for list of firms 

who might be interested in taking orders for the following itemst 

75 1m\ gun tubes 
155 mm gun tubes 
155 Howitzer recoil mechanism and carriage 

Small arms ammunition 
Rifles 
Fuze components . 
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A list of 50 or 60 firtns was prepared and ill now in the Navy Depe.rtmmt 
f or coordination. It will be noted that quantities a re not included 
in this r equest, but from other informati on in the fil es it is believed 
thAt any orders placed will be rather large. 

A conference was held on October 31st with Colonel Jacquin, 
Special Repr eaentati ve of the French Air Ministry, in connection with 
information on~-.. ~~~· The interest was in 41,.lar~~+..hea~~· tlylng boa'!:a, siiiiTiar to the Navy Consolidated Aircr&lt- TiPe- PBY. 
Iii'qufry was abo made as to the possibility of obtaining ~~e 
4- engine nxin~;_boat that could be used for ferry purposes. After 
~ii~~1"'1;1i'lr''dllaracteriatios, the llepresenta tive was r eferred to 
three airora.tt corporations who might build such flying boats and the 
Washington repreeentatives of the companies named were contacted with a 
vi~ to preliminary negotiations . 

It was l earned that the Douglas Aircraft Compaey had made 
a contract for the !W of ~Q Qlsl~~t_~~.?,.J'U-P~h· These airplanes were to be powered with i;-~ type engi:ries . ~~'l'Ile Douglas 
Company was informed by the Chief of the Air Corps that this type of 
airplane had not been released for export and that until such til'lle a s 
the airplane i s designated a s a production articl e , it is not eligible 
for export . 

Reference Ttas made above to the French Ministry of Armament. 
We understand from l!ajor Barbiere that a very high_!?£f.!.£?:!~.~f .~ Minist~ of Armament is du!Lt2-.. ~0:.!X~-;kl)_,~A.~9,gj,W;tQC .J'ij,j;.bJ,lj,j}}R, .. ~~ treeTtor"t~en-~OCf"'mi'!!"will be in Nevr York in connection with buying for n e P'r ~Ott""<"o;;;,'r.;r· ·... t -:-we were"i'iiforme<r'i"16ot'11at"t'R'ir'mn!'Sl"ey''ol"'"""'" il*'W~'-Y~"K~"" .,.~'E ~en~ was cons~lfuted on Sept. 16th and has three divisions a 

1 . Metallurgical products 
2 . Machinery and equipment • 
3 . Chemicals 8lld explolli ves . 

Colonel Jean is in charge of tho first two of these divisions and 
!".aj or Barbiere, who is 8ll explosive expe.rt, has tho third of'the 
divisions , 

- 3-

CF.AS • HINES, 
Colonel, U. S .Army~ 

Chairman, Clearance Committee, 
Army and Navy L!unitiona Board. 

001ASfiD 
Jr,.O. 11662, Sec. S(E) ~md 6(Dl er (B) 

08D Jetter, MA1 8, 
19Z21 1973 
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Jr ·' I I THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
WASHINGTON 

November 24, 1939 

Dear Pa: 

For the President's information 
there is enclosed Report No. 6, covering 
"Foreign Inquiries for Production of 
Munitions", dated November 21, 1939. 

General E. M. Watson 
Secretary to the President 
The White House 

Enclosure 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 
• 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

Report No. 6. WMHINCITON, D. C. 

November 21, 1939. 

MEMORANDUM For The Assistant Secretary of War. 

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions . 

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to 
time brief reports on foreign inquiries for military equipment, 
the following notes are made: 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Information has been received from the Washington rep­
resentative of North American Aviation, Incorporated, that the 
British Gove!D~Dent bas signed a cgnms+. wHh ted r1 n fur 6QQ 
BC-l airplenes, complete with eru:a,nes. It is stated that the 
first delivery Willbe In May, 1940. 

In a previous report , it was noted that the British 
Government made inquiry whether .the design of the Colt 37 mm A.A. 
gun could be released to them and the question 111as also raised 
whether it T~ould be permissible to produce this gun in Canada. 
The liar Department has decided that the design will be released 
if an order for 1 ,000 units is placed, but manufacture of the 
material outside the United States will not be permitted • 

.. 
Information bas been received f~m the British Embassy 

that Brigadier General G. E. Collins and Colonel H. Gamble are at 
present in the United States for the purpose of purchasing mules 
for the Government of India. It is further understood that these 
officers are at present in New York City. 

CANADA 

The Secretary of the Canadian Legation bas made inquiry 
concerning an estimate of cost and probable rates of delivery for 
eighteen A.A. guns, together with fire control equipment, and 

~ 
£.0. 11662. Sec. S(E) ""d 6(D) or (m 

OSD lettc. May S, 1972 1973 
MA'( 21 
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9 , 500 rounds of UIIIIUJlition . !his prelilllinary info:rmation is in 
process of collection at the present time and if the Canadian Gov­
ernment decides to undertake orders the question of r~lease of the 
American designs w1ll then be decided. 

In the last report mention was made of a request by the 
Canadians for the use of Naval searchlight designs to be produced 
in Canada. This inquiry is still in process in the Navy Department. 

The French Ordnance sa on in New York is negotia ting 
with USL Battery Corporation for the production of 2 , 500,000 20 mm 
unloaded machined shell and 1,500, 000 25 mm unloaded machined shell. 
The representatives of the Corporation have visited the Committee 
and have been informed that there will be no objection to the accept­
ance of such an order for the French provided any Army or Navy orders 
in the plant concerned are not disturbed and the usual requirements 
for secrecy in connection with any of our orders are observed. This 
firm has no orders from the Ar'r117 or Navy at the present time and 
expects to use an idle plant at Long Island City, New York. The 
Committee has urged tha t they consider the installation of machinery 
of sufficient size so that it would be useful for 37 mm Army shell or 
1 . 1" Navy shell. 

The Military Attach~ of the French E)nbassy visited the of­
fice and asked whether American Army inspectors can be secured to 
inspect the searchlfghts under procurement by the French. He also 
llllnted to know what the final acceptance tests for this material 
should cover. He was informed that our inspectors could not be used 
for this 11•ork and it was suggested that process inspection be omitted 
and a final inspection made in accordance with our own standards by 
a board of French off'icers . He was furnished our inspection and test 
forme for the information of the board. 

From Mr. L. E. Hoover, Vice President of the Auto Ordnance 
Corporation, it was learned that the French have purchased 3 ,000 
Thompson sub-machine guns . He stated thilt the question of a supply 
or Ciillber .45 amm\inHlon for these guns had been raised by the 
French and that there seems to be some difficulty in obtaining this 
ammunition from Remi.ngton Arms Company, The Secretary of the Commit­
tee called Colonel Lombard and he in turn got in contact with the 

~ 
E.O. 11662, Soc. 3(El and 6(0) or (E) 
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Mission in !few York. It 118S then learned that the French are in­
terested in obtaining 10,000, 000 rounds of Caliber . 45 ammunition for these guns and for possible later orders for guns. Apparently 
the cartridge companies are not particularly interested in taking 
foreign orders for small lll'1DB ammunition and the Co.amdttee plana 
to ascertain in the near future wb.at is responsible for this atti­
tude. 

LATYU 

Through the State Department, the Latvian Legation states that the Latvian Government is considering contacting the American 
Ordnance Corporation, Ne" London, Connecticut, for the purpose of purchasing 9 to 18 75 11111 A. A. guns. This is no doubt the Davidson 
gun, since it is known that this corporation ows the design. 

YNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

The Commercial Co~msellor of the South African Legation 
asked for assistance in the procurement of 100,000 "ater bottles 
(canteens) for the Government of South Africa. As there "ere no 
reasons of military secrecy concerned with this item, the informa­
tion desired by the Co\Dlsellor was given to him and he was intro­duced to the Washington representative of a prominent firm produc­
ing aluminum cooking utensils . 

I t 118S also ascertained from him that his government has ..2D QW8r in this co\Dltcy radio eguipnent valued at $195, 000, and "700,000 yards of cloth valued at $246,000. -------- .. _ - _,. _____ ,...;:.._.;....;..,-

Information was r e ceived from the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States that a private firm in Bucharest had inquired 
of the sources able to make immediate delivery of anti-aircraft 
equip111ent. As i t is know that the Rumanian lo!inister has been 
m&Jdng purchases in thi~:~ country, the correspondence was referred 
to the Division of Controls, State Department, for their informa­tion in case they desire to contact the R\llllB.lrlan Minister concern­
ing this inquiry . 

SEARCHLIGHT ORDERS 
A tabulation of searchlight orders has been made shO'I'­

ing both the domestic and foreign orders, and is attached hereto. 

U£CUSSlAID 
.e.o. 11ssz. See- S<El """ G(DJ or (B) 
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Country Numb or 

Sper!:Z Gfoaool!e Cot 
Unite States 117 

146 
France 256 

100 
Brazil 60 

General Electric Cot 

'· 

United States 91 
France 

Count ry 

128 
50 

United States 
France 
3razil 

Total 

J:umbor 

nart Laborat ories: 
United States 130 

70 
170 

Fr ance 384 

l:ove:ober ZO , 1939. 

CO.ifUEHTiilk 
ctllUlE!lT ORDERS 

SEARCHLIGHTS, 60" A.A. 

Delivery Schedule 
Be(lin To be completed Kind of Mirror 

Apr . l939 Jan. l940 lletal 
Jan. l940 :tov. l940 Uetal 
Oct . l939 Oot . l940 !Jetal 
Ma.r . l940 Deo. l940 Glass 
Apr . l940 Oot . l940 Glaso 

Jan. l940 Sep. l940 Uetal 
Jan. l940 Oct . l940 IJetal 
J:ar.l940 Oeo. l940 Glass 

REC.APITIJ'LA1ION 

Remarks 

Llax1mwn potential capacity (76/rno. ) expected June , l940 
F. Y. 1939 tunda 
F.Y. l940 tunda 
Under contract with French Air IJ1ssion 
Negotiations with French Ordnance 

Maxilllum portential capacity (40/rno. ) expected Nov. ,l940 
F. Y. 1940 funds 
Under contract with French Air !lliasion 
Negotiations ~~th French Ordnance 

Sperry ~oscope Co . 
3 

General Electric Co . Total 
""'S64 

534 
60 

948 

356 178 
60 

679 

MIRRORS , J.il>'l'AL, FOR 60" SEARCHLIGHTS, A.A. 
Delivery Schedule • 

Begin To be completed 

Llar, l939 
Nov. l939 
Jan. l910 
Jan.l940 

Nov. l939 
Jan . l940 
Aug. l940 
Sep. l940 

l!B:APITUIA TIOII 

United States 370 
France 384 

754 

· ~ -·· ~ · " ± 1 r a. 

Reli'Arlcs 

!.!aximum potentiAl capacity (75/rno . ) expected Jan. 1940 
F.Y. 1939 funds 
F. Y. 1939 funds 
F.Y. 1940 funds 
For French Air ~aaion 

' 
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December 1, 19.39 

Dear Pa1 

Here are Reports Bo. 7 and 8, 

on the ,subject of "Foreign Inquiries for 

Production of Munitions" for t he President' s 

information .• 

Sincer 

General E. M. Watson 
Secretary to the President 
The White House 

Enclosures 
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ARMY AND 

MUNITIONS IIUILDINQ 

W-INGTON, D . C . 

December 1, 1939 

Report No. 8 

MEliORANI>Ul4 For The .A.uiatant Secretary of lfar 

SUBJECT a Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions. 

1. In aooordanoe with instructions to submit from time to 
time a br ief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, 
the following notes are madea 

Colonel Zilliaoua, aooompanied by Mr. Joyce and Mr. Olark, hia 
American .A.asiatants, visited the Committee today to discuss the matter 
of further assistance in connection with Finnish orders to be placed 
in this country, In 'f'iew of the situation which has developed in Fin­
land in the last t1n1nty-four hours, the Legation here is atte~~~pting 
to speed up its activities for the prooure~nt of munitions. The 
Committee sllllllllOned Col onel Thornton of the General staff, to sit in 
on the conference and Colonel Thornton brought information concerning 
the release of certain s ignal equipment which had been asked by the 
Finns some time ago. The Committee asked the Military .A.ttaohe to 
submit his new requirements for assistance in writing so that decisions 
oan be obtained !'rom the War and Navy Departments. It is probably that 
these decisions will cover mainly t echnical assistance in the matter of 

specifications, eto. 

Colonel Zilliaoua expressed hia ainoere appreciation for the 
cooperation of the Committee in sending Nr. Scott of Remington Arms 
Company to him today. (See below) 

LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION 

Information was received from the .A.asistant United States Trade 
Conamissioner in Ottawa, in a report dated September 18t h , th!t the 
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation has incorporated in Canada, 

O£UASSIIIO 
E.O. 11662, See. S(E) and 6(0) or (£) 
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REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY 

A confe~noe was held with Mr. lf, R. Scott, Director of 
For eign Sales, Remington Arma Company, in connection with smal l arma IUIIIIIW'li tion order s for for ei gn governments. It seems that a contract with t he French for 30, 000, 000 rounds of caliber 45 ammunition baa been discussed but is not yet signed, Mr. Scott said that the con­tract price would be about $23 , 90 per thousand rounds, whioh the Co~ mdttee considers a very l ow pr ioe for t his ammunition under present condi t i ons, He was a sked what cali ber 30 anmnmition would cost at the pr esent time and said that it 1110uld be about $40. 00 per thousand rounds. He informed the Committee that he intends to offer to make 7,62 mm ammunition to fill a request from the Finnish Government . 
Later in the day he visited the Finnish Legation and Colonel Zilliaous was delighted to learn that the price of the ammunit ion asked was 
about equal to what it would oost to pr oduce it in Finland in time of peace, This firm might also be interested in the manufacture of 
rifles and t he Committee was asked to let them know if there are in­quiries for rifles. 

The Committee was much pleased with the attitude of the Re~ ington Arms Company in the matter of price and with the statement 
that their policy is to take care of United states Government or ders first , then domestic commercial customers, and aooept foreign or der s for such capacity as remai ns, 

The question of powder supply was discussed and it was learned that the Company expects to get ita powder from Hercules for the ~ali­bar 45 order. 

I 
In the course of t he conversation, it was also leanned t hat they have an or der for 120, 000 rounds of caliber 50 armor- piercing 

and traoer ammuniti on for the Norwegian Government. 

DUPONT COMPANY 

Ur. Franklin P. Bradway of the DuPont Company visited the offioe for a few minutes and stated that the DuPont CompAny is still consider ing creation of new facilities for Brit~ah and Frenoh orders but neither of these Governments has yet reached the stage of dis-

} 

cussing a oontr aot. He intor~~~ed us that t he Carney• s Point Plant is filled to capacity for all of 1940 with U. S. Government orders and that any additional or ders will have to be produced from new facili­
ties . 

DECLASSifliD 
E.O. 11652, St<r. ~IF.I aod 6(n) or (E) 
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EXPORTS OF STEEL 

A few days ago the American Iron and steel Institute kindly 
furnished the Committee with a oonfidential r eport on orders for 
steel in the various categories for the period from Ootober 31, 1939 
to Mar ch 31, 1940. The figures fUrnished are an overall tonnage 
figure including seventy-five companies . It seems that foreign 
orders total about 90,000 tons and the United States domestic orders 
869,000 tons. This clearly s.hows that until April, 1940, only about 
10% of the or ders will be for export, and indicates that the domestic 
market is causing the great activity in the steel industry at the 
present time . 

CHA.S. HINES, 
Colonel, U. s. ~. 

I 

Chairman, Clearance Committee, 
~ and Navy Munitions Board. 

IJ£WSWlill 
E.O. 11652, ~ 3(E l oud 6(D) or (EI 

OSD Jette. Mo.t1Mi7~ 1 1973 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNmONS BOARD 

MUNmONS BUILDING 

WMHINGTON, D.C. 

Jlovember SO, 1939 

MEMORANDUM For The Asdstant Secretary of War 

SUBJECTt Foreign Inquiries for Production of .Munitions. 

1. In accordance with instructions to submit f r om time to 
time a brief report on foreign inqu'i.ries for military equipment, 
the following notes are madea 

GREAT BRITAIN 

While it is understood that a list of British purchases in 
this country is in course of preparation, such information has not 
yet reached the Committee . The head of the Britillh Mission in New 
York, Mr. Purvis, ill getting establillhed at the present time and 
while it is known that the British Government has placed certain 
orders in this country, details have not yet· been obtained. It is 
expected that arrangements will be made in the near future to estab­
lish and keep contact with the British. 

' It is reported that Great Britain has placed an order with 
Martin- Parry Company for high- speed adapters for field guns but 
details were not obtaiDed. 

FlWlCE 

In report No. 5 , reference was made to a French inquiry for 
gun tubes, small arms and other equipment. 

From a Villitor to the office who had been asked to submit a 
bid on gun tubes, it -s learned that the following artillery items 
are being disousseda 

600 76 111111 gun bar rels 
300 165 mm gun barrels 
150 156 111111 howitzer carriages (w/o barrels) 

It is understood that the French are asking for bide on these items . 



Information received from the Small .A.rms Division, Ordnance Department, indicates that Colt has an order for .00 7 .. 5 mm air­oraf't machine guns i'or the French Govermnent. Colt apparently has or ders for about 600 machine guns for foreit;D accotmt. 

From the DuPont Company it has been ascertained that the French are inquiring for a considerable quantity of powder, high explosives , and certain other chemicals needed in t he production of powder . The quantities involved are so large that if the French get to the stage of a contract it will be necessary for the DuPont Company to build a new plant . 

In connection with this same report from the DuPont Company it has also been learned that the Br itish Govermnent has asked for a r ough estimate of the cost of buil ding a amokeless powder plant and a T . N. T. plant. 

It will be recalled in the last report mention was made of the sale to the Government of France of 3,000 Thompson submachine guns and it was further stated that the question of a supply of caliber 45 ammunition for these machine guns was being discuued with the Remington Arms Co . It has been recentl y learned that the Remington Arms Company is considering a bid to t he French Govern­ment for 30 , 000, 000 rounds of caliber 45 amm'lmition. This has not been verified but it is expected that more definite information will be obtained from the sales manager of Remington Arms Company when he comes in to visit the Committee in the near future . 

In the last report it was also stated t hat the small arms ammunition manufaoturer.s do not seem t e be displaying muoh interest in foreign orders for small arms ammunition. The r eason seems to be t he powder situation. There is not enough powder production for small arms to enable them to take any large orders at the present time. 

The Canadian Legation made inquiry concerning an estimate of cost and probable rates of delivery f or 18 antiairoraf't gtms and 9500 rounds of ammunition. A report was furnishe d to the Legation cove ring this inquiry. 

At a recent meeting with the Cotmselor of the Legation it was agreed that Canada would furnish to us a t entative list of their requirements in this country. Information received on Nove~~~oo bar 29th indicates that t his list of requirements can not be fu r­nished at t ho present time but will be furnished later. 
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The Secretary of the Legation al so confer red with the 
Committee on specifications for aircraft gasoline and lubr icants 
and he 1!'as advised that the specifications used by the ool!lllleroial 
compani es are satisf actory for military aircraft uae, He also 
inquir ed concerning our speci f i cations for f lui ds used in hydrauli c 
mechanisms on ai r planes and this information is al so being fur­
nished to him. 

MEXICO 

In a recent r eport it 1!'as noted that a firm of brokers in 
llew York had offered to the Finnish Government 37 Twin Wasp engines, 
24 Junior Wasp Engines and 22 Bellanca airplanes, It was learned 
from the Finnish Attache that these items ar e actually at Vera Cruz 
and belong to the Mexican Government . The presence of this equiP­
ment at Vera Cruz: -s confirmed by the Second Secretary of the 
Mexican Embassy, who visited t he office a few days ago, 

The Mexican Government made inquiry fo r possible sources and 
estimated pr ices of the following items in the United statest 

50, 000 Rifles, 1 nm Mexican Model (Manser) 
54, 700, 000 Rounds Ball .Almnunition, 7 mm 
12, 000 Rounds 75 mm R.E. Shell (For Saint Chemond­

Uondragon Gun) 
7, 000 Rounds 75 mm H. E. Shell (For Mountain Guns of 

the model made by the National Forge and Or d­
nance Co, ) • 

32 75 mm all-purpose guns (with battery equipment 
for 8 batter ies) 

64, 000 Rounds 75 mm R.E, Shell (For the all- purpose guns) 
60 Machine guns , 13 , 2 mm Colt (with equipment) 

1, 000, 000 Cartridges , bal l (For the 13 . 2 mm Colt) 
160 Machine guns , 7 mm, light type (For Cavalry use ) 

A preliminary report is in course of preparation at the present time, 

The Naval Attache of the Netherl ands Legation called to ask 
where T.N.T. can be procured and he was informed as to the sources . 
He stated that this T. N, T. must be of the powdered type suitable 
for compression into demolition blocks and i s wanted for the Nether­
lands East Indies, 

D£Cl!SSiflffi 
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BRAZIL 

Information has been reoeived from the State Department that a distributor of American products in Rio de Janiero is about 
to olose a oontraot with the Brazilian ~ for the sale of 30 NORTH AMERICAN advanced training planes vdued at approximately 
$1,600, 000. 

From one of the Ordnance Districts, it was also learned 
that an agent representinG himself to be accredited from the Bra­zilian Government bad approached one firm to bid on a tank order. 
This bid was to be premised on using the United States A~ design for tanks. The District was advilled that requests for the use of 
United States ~ designs must be handled through t he Emb8.6sy. 

FINLAND 

The Finnish Legation has made several contacts with the 
Committee in the last few day!J and such help as could be siven them has been rendered . in their attempts to pls.oe orders in this country. The following items are being discussed at t he present 
timer 

complete rounds 
complete rounds 
depth charges 
y guns 

76 mm ammunition (for Bofors Model) 
81 mm Stokes-Brandt mortar shell 

140, 000 
230,000 

1,000 
40 

160,000 complete rounds 105 mm howitzer ammunition 

16,000 complete 
design) 

• (Finnish design) 
rormds 105 mm Gun Annmmition (Finnish 

s , ooo-14, 000 complete rounds 
(Finnish design) 

162 mm gun ammunition 

The Finnish Representative also asked advice concerning co~ traot forms and it was suggested to him that he adapt one of our approved war contract forms fo r the needs of his orders. The Co~ 
mittee also advised him to approach the coMmercial inspection ser­
vices for suoh inspection as will be necessary for their orders. Up to this time, the Finnfeh Government had not actually taken 
definite action to use any of our designs already cleared fbr their use, but it is expected that they will request the use of some of them in the near future , particularly that of the anti- tank 37 mm 
gun. 

DE&lASSIA£0 
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YUGOSU.VIA 

It baa been l earned that an order has been placed vdth .American Armament Corporation by the Goverm~~~Jnt of Yugoslavia for 120 - 3" anti ai rcraft guns and 120, 000 r ounds of ammunition for these guns , These guns are to be made in accor dance with the designs of the Amer ican Armament Corporation and an export license has been asked for this or der, The present status ie that the drawings and specifications are being examined by the Ordnance Department . Apparently this order was placed in Belgr ade by the Yugoslavian Government without notifying the Legation here in washington. 

• The Military Attache , Colonel Mirko Burya, who has just reported for duty in Washington , visited the Committee on Novem­ber 29th and asked for advice IUld information on the followings 

1. Compl ete factory for the production of nitro-• glycerine and nitro-glycerine powder. The capacity for nitro- s lycerine powder should be 1600 kilograms for 24 
hours, and the capacity of nitro-glycerine production fbr 
one hour should be 200 kilograms . 

2. Purchase of already mlmufactured (1) nitr o- glycerine powder and (2) nitr o- cellulose powder in the following 
amounts s 

Price for 50,000 ldlogr&IIIIJ. 
Price for 100,000 kilograms . 
Prcie for 200, 000 kilograms . 

3 , 30,000 gas masks for horses snd 1, 000 for dogs. 

4, 300,000 kilograms of toluol , 
460,000 kilograms of cotton for powder. 

6, Raw rubber -- 120, 000 kilograms , 

6, Addresses of the manufacturers of a~ engineer s • 
machinery a 

Movable construction machinery. 
Compressors of different types, movable by 

horses or by men. 
Pneumatic or motor shears 
Motor saws . 
Pump assemblies . 
Portable ventilators. 

In general, material for pioneers, railroad and eleo­
trom.achine units. 

He YnlS ixU'ormed that a study would be made of t hese requirements and a preliminary report furnished in the near future. 
(){&1J~S1REU 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

InforMAtion was received from the Drug Manufaoturer•s Association that the finn of Eli Lilly & Company had been re­quested to quote on 6, 000,000 quinine tablets, and that the interested country was the Union of South Africa . It is under­stood that the Company declined to quote . 
' 

SCRAP IRON 

Newspaper reports indicate that Great Britain has ordered 860,000 t ons of scrap iron, Italy, 150, 000 tons, and Japan 100, 000 tons. 

REPORTS FROM EMBASSIES ON ORDERS PLACED 

Prior to the revision of the Neutrality Aot, the Committee asked the ·Division of Controls of the state Department to circulate a note to the various Embassies requesting them to keep the ~ and Navy Munitions Board advised concerning orders placed in this country. The day the amended A.ot was passed the State Department sent out this circular note and acknowledgments have been received ~om most of the Embassies . So far complete reports have been received from the Argentine Government, the South African Govern­ment and t he Turldsh Government. The reports f r om these three governments do not repre sent a large dollar value. It is the hope of the Committee that similar reports can be obtained in the near future from the British and French Governments which will bulk large in dollar values . 

EXPORT LICENSES 

An examinati on of export licenses issued in the last month shows that aircraft orders still constitute the greater part of the for eign munitions program in this country. A tabulation of the situation f or the period from October 30th to November 25th, 1939 follo"s a 

Aircraft Items 
$108, 322, 496 . 

nre~,~ssmrn E 
t::.O. 11652, Sec. 00'-' s.nd 5(Dl or ( ) 

Other Items Total 
$1, 010, 966. $ 

fi~~ 
CHAS. HINES, 

Colonel, U, S. Arm:!, 
Chairman, Clearance Committee , 
Arrtll/ and Navy Munitions Board. 
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December ll, 1939 

Dear Pa: 

I am enclosing _Report rio., 12 : 
on the subject or "Foreign InqUiries for 
Production of Munitions" for the President's 
information. 

S1ncerely /~s, 

-r~ -rrL~ 

General E. 11. Watson 
Secr etary to the President 
The White House 

• 
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Report No. 12 

ARMY AND NAVY MUNIT!ONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

WMHINGTON , D. C . 

December 9, 19)9. 

mLORAliDUM FORr The Assistant Secretary of War. 

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions. 

1 . In accordance with instructions to submit from time 
to time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equip­

. ment, the follo'fdng notes are made: 

BEWIUM 

A report from the State Department seems to indicate 
that the Belgian Aviation Purchasing Commission may not buy any 
airplanes in this co\D'ltry. The information is that they have 
inspected plants and airplanes and discussed possible contracts 
but have not been authorized by their government to place any 
orders because of the 6 to l2 months deli very periods . Appa.r-­
ently, they have received instructions to return to Belgium with­
out placing orders but they are trying to persuade their govern­
m~nt to alter its decision and authorize them to place orders. 

CANADA~ 

Several days ago the Canadian Legation asked for 
prices paid by the War Department for 600 and 1100 po\D'ld demo­
lition bombs. This information has been furnished to them. 

FINLAND 

As stated in a previous report, the Government of 
Finland is negotiating with the Hunter JJanufacturing Company 
for the production of trench mortars and ammunition for these 
mortars. They officially asked for advice concerning the trench 
mortar and its ammunition to be supplied by this company and 
furnished the drawings and specifications for comparison with 
our 01lll manufacturing information. These draYiings are being 
studied in the Ordnance Department at the present time. 

llllASRO 
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It seems probnble that the Government of Finlend will 
next consider an order for 37 mm anti-tank guns and they are study­
ing tll'o commercial :moc!als which hn"'e been submitted to them. 

The Finnish Legation has notified the Committee that 
it desires to purchase immediately 60,000 gas masks, preferably 
standard gas masks used by our Army. This item has not heretofore. 
been released for negotiations for foreign sale and the necessary 
procedure to obtain clearance has been initiated, It seems prob­
able that the Legation l1ill want to use Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Company if they finally decide to place an order. 

The Finns have also requested that specifications for 
standard materials used in aeronautical equipment be released to 
them since they anticipate purchase of certain aircraft material.s 
.from Alllerican manufacturers for use in t heir aircraft .factory in 
Finland, They have no specifications for these materials and are 
asking permission to use our specifications, Thb matter has been 
referred to the Aeronautical Board .for recommendation . 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Colonel Crane o.f G.-2 had an inquiry from the British 
Government concerning the National Pneumatic Company o.f Rahway, 
Nev. Jersey. This firm has an order for 37 mm gun tubes from the 
A:rmy and seems to perform good machine work, but has the disad­
VIU"t(lge that it is connected with another firm wh1ch does not, have ·. 
a good reputation. Colonel Crane ~as informed as to the facts 1n 
this matter and told that there seems to be nothing against the ' 
National PnellllUl.tic Company itself as a manufacturer. 

The Bureau of Ordnance of the Navy Department advised 
that a contact had been made by the British concerning anti­
aircra.t't guns to be placed on merchant ships. The Bureau of Ord­
nance is considering the question of release of Navy designs. 

The Netherlands Legation furnished the Committee with 
a statement of orders placed in this country by the Royal Nether­
lands Arsenal. Orders were placed by the New York office of the 
Arsenal and are pr1ncipally 11'1 th the AJnerican Brass Company and 
the Revere Copper and Brass Company for basic materials to be used 
1n the production of ammunition. 

-2-

tiM!llJFIOET.I 1 . J I I.-

D!aJ.SSIRrD 
E.O. ll6S2, Srr :l(f, o •nd 5(0) or (E) 

OSD lottu. May 3, 1972 

.. RT; IWIB ,, ... MAX 2 1 1973! 



/ 
From a commercial. source e. report wa.s given to the Committee that 120 4" Howitzers have been delivered by Germa.n,y to the Netherlands, and moreover that 100 anti-e.i.rcraf't guns will be made available to the Dutch by the Germans to be used in their Colonial Possessions . As stated above , this was obtained from commercial. sources and the truth of the report has not bean veri­f ied. 

TURKEY 

Colonel Crane of G- 2 turned over to the Committee an inquiry from the Turkish Ambassador for prices and probable deliv­e.ry dates covering the following armament: 

1,000 37 mm anti-tank guns 
1,000 rounds per gun for these guns 

124 75 IIDD or 105 mm anti-aircraft guns 
1,000 rounds for each of these guns 

324 "37 mm anti-aircraft guns 
1 1000 round.s for each of these guns 

A prel iminary report giving estimated costs and prob­able delivery dates has been furnished G-2 and the procedure to obtain use of American designs explained. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

The Committee has been notified by the s . B. Penick Company of New York that they have an inquiry from Bloemfontein, South Africa, for a large quantity of chemical.s which ente.r into the manufacture of paint. Our information is that this company proposes to bid on this order. 

YtJGOSLA VIA 

The Government of Yugoslavia is active in attempting to plAce orders for anti-aircraft guns and ammunition in this country. The situation has been explained to the Military Attach~ and the names of several prominent firms who might be contacted were furnished sometime ago when the original clearance on the use of American designs was granted. The present status is that the Minister is expecting to confer with the Washington representatives 

-3-
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of some of these firms next week. It seems doubtful that he will find much interest in this order because ' the larger firms seem to have plenty of domestic work and are not particularly interested in foreign munitions orders . 

CH.AS. HINES, 
Colonel, u. s. Army, 

Chairman, Clearance Committ 
Army and Navy Muni tiona Board. - -----

I ' ,. 
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Dear Paa 

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
WASHINiiTON 

Decaber 20, 1939 

There is enclosed for the 
President's information Report No. l4 
on the subject of •Foreign lnqili1es 
for Production or Jtun1 tiona." 

Sincerel7 70urs, 

General E. 11. Watson 
SecretarT to the President 
The '!'hi te House 

• 
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Report No. l.4 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 

WASH INGT O N. D . C . 

December 18, 19.39. 

~ORANDUM For The Assistant Secretary of War 
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy 

SUBJECT; Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions. 

1. In accordance with instructi.ons to submit from time to 
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, 
the following note.s are made; 

(BEWri) 
Remington Arms Company reports that the Belgian Gov­

ernment has approached the company to purchase from 500, 000 to 
2, 000, 000 rotmds of Cal.iber . 50 ball, A.P., and tracer ammun1 ... 
tion. It is our tmderstanding that the company can accept this 
business without detriment to u. s. Government orders on its books. 

In a previous report it was noted that the Belgian 
Aviation Purchasing Commission might not buy any airplanes in this 
country Jllld that they had received instructions to return to Bel gium 
without placing orders . The Mission apparentlY has convinced. the 
Belgian Government that an order should be placed and the present 
information is that the Brewster Aeronautical Corporation has re­
ceived an order for fortx q1xpl@eS of the single seater fighter 
type. The planes are f o be elivered as follows: 

l on February l, 1940 
14 on March .31, 1940 
25 on April .30, 1940 

BRAZIL 

The Brazilian Embassy has furnished the Committee the 
names of firms and money values of orders in this country for the 
Brazilian Army. This list includes spare parts for ai.rcraft, steel, 
transmission cables , and po' ter plant equipment. 

D£CI.ASSifl[0 
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CJ.NADA 

Dr. Riddell, Counselor of the Canadian Legation, has 
officially requested copies of the U. s. ArDry Air Corps materiel 
specifications issued by the Materiel Division, Wright Field. He 
stated that these specifications are intended mainly for the proper 
maintenance of aircraft purchased in the United St ates . This request 
is in process at the present time. 

Colonel Crane , G-2, War Department, brought Major Marin 
of the Chilean A:rriiy to the office to discuss certain information to 
be requested by the Chilean Army. This information included the 
types of armament used in our army, the military equipment produced 
by our arsenals, products being produced for the army by commercial 
plants, and organization of the u. S. Army. The Committee is gather­
ing information for all of these topics, except the organization of 
the army, and will submit this information to G-2 for final decision 
as to release. · 

FINLAND 

In connection rlth the early delivery of Brewster air­
planes for Finland, the question has bee~ raised whether Caliber .50 
guns can be supplied in this country for the~e airplanes . Apparently 
the Colt Company can not supply the co.mmercial version of the Caliber 
. 50 gun befor e March lat. The Finnish Legation has asked for priority 
in the Col t Company program for at least 100 guns to equip these air­
planes . The whole question of pri ority over the orders for the army 
now in the Colt plant is being reviewed at the present time and after 
study is made it is expected that a decision will have to be made by 
higher authority as to priority for this urgent request of the Finnish 
Government. 

It is understood that the Finnish Legation is also dis­
cussing orders for t ractors and trucks to be used as prime movers for 
artillery. -

HAITI 
., 

Colonel Lirac, representing the Haitian Government, was 
introduced to the Committee b.Y Colonel Crane of G-2. Be is interested 
in securing the following equipment for Haiti : 

MllASSIIlED 
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2, 500 Springfield Rifles 
20 Anti- tank Guns 
50 Cal •• 30 Browning Machine Guns 

120 Cal •• 30 Browning Automatic Rifles 
An indefinite quantity of Cal • • 30 ammuniti on • 

It is understood that a request for certain of this 
equipment is under consideration in the General St:>.ff at the present . • 
time. Colonel Lirac was principally interested in the probable costs 
of the various items of equipment noted above. A rough idea of the 
probab~e costs was given to him • 

• 

G~) 
The Norwegian Minister has informed the Secretary of State 

that he may ask for additional export licenses for ywelve Curtiss-Hawk 
airplanes, and it is informally understood that Norway ~ buy even a 
larger quantity or this type of plane . 

YUGOSLAVIA 

Apparently, Yugoslavia is seriously considering placing 
an order for 120 anti-aircraft guns and ammunition for these guns . A 
local representative of the :aettiieh8111 Steel Company has established 
contact with the Committee with a view to sending an estimator to the 
Office of the Chief of Ordnance to see the drawings and make a bid. 
This or der is considered a substantial order and release of designs 
was approved some time ago . 

EXPOR!' OF AIRPLANES 

The Colll!llittee has bean informally told by the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce that there seems to be an acceleration 
of exports of a.irpla.nes in the recant past. The Bureau ha s advised 
that the exports in the last JDOnth were $10,750,000 to France and 
$450, ooo to England. ThE! unUS1fallzJ..~£&(t .• ~t~.r~L9.LU..a5.9..000Jmdi,l.l 
of refined copper to Russia was also noted at the same time . ____ _ ...._....., ~ ... -.,...~~ ... ·~~~~·..fv..~~~.IJW"'~.ti!V~ ·•"!'tiM"' 

EXPORT OF INDUSTRIAL FURNitCES 

The Industrial Furnace Manufacturers Association has 
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furnished to the Committee a report of furnaces on order with its members for export sale . Thi.s information was .furnished in eonnec­tion with a request of the Committee to be kept in touch with foreign order~ for factory equipment . 

, • • 

GRAB. HINFS, 
Colonel, u. s. ~. 

Chairman, Clearance Committee, 
Army and Navy Munitions Board. 

O£CI.ASSIR£D 
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Dear Pa, 

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
WAAHINGTON 

There is attached for the 
information of the President,-BP~­
~-l~on the subject of •Foreign 
Inquiries for Production of llunitioos.• 

General E. K. Watson 
Secretary to the President 
The !lhite House 
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Repor t lio . 16 -----

AltMY AND NAVY MUNmONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDINCi 

January 3 1 1940. 

::a:oRAllDUl.: ~'OR The Assistant Secretary of l'lo.r 

SUBJECT• 

the Ass istant Secretary of the Jla.~ 
the Deputy Chief of Staff 
The Chi ef o1' l!nw.l Operations . 

-Foreign Inquirie s for Production of LUnitions . 

1 . In accordance v;ith instructions to submit from time 
to time a brief t•epol:'t on fol:'eien inquiries for militar y equipr.tent , 
the fol lowin:: notes are ma

1
de 1 

~'Il!LAllD 

The Government o1' ~'inle.nd is still ne(;otiat1nt; for the 
supp ly or 60, 000 milito.ry r,c.s masks . A mmber of dif'ficulties have 
t'.risen and thio order has not yet been plMed. It has been definitely 
decided that the r,as Jaasks 1·equired cannot bo furni shed from the J=ny 
war reserve as such sup:J l y would bo illeGal and it 1·;ill therefore be 
nooessary that o. conmcrcin.l order be placed with del iveries several 
months in t he future. 

An ot·der is in prospect for 300, 000 hi:h e.-q>losive shells 
f or Stokcs- c randt nortars . 1'his type of mortar is used in the 
linnish Arr:ry a.nd is n ormally produced in P1nland on license .from the 
Stokes-Br andt Company. Tha l'>nr Depnrtmon·~ has takon the view tha.t the 
Government of :1inland can procure Stokcs-!lrandt material in ·this 
country if' a. license is -ranted to an Al:tcrica.n firm b:• the Stokes­
Dr=dt Company. Assista.nco \laS r iven tho !·'innish Govcrnr.tent in estab­
lishin;,; contact \, ith the local representative or the Stokos- Crandt 
Company (!r . Looch) . It is understood rrom ~. Leech that tho Stokes­
Brandt Company is sendinG him !'cr::or- o.C-Attornoy to issue licenses to 
.1\r.\crican f'irJns to produce nr.Dltunition f"or tho Gover nment of Pinla.nd. 

General Kenonen visited tho \'far Department and o.sked 
whether the American r:-4G point detonatinc; ruze can be adapted f'ol:' 
tho Finnish 7(; !011 shell. l'e was informed that the velocity r~n~o 
or the 7G mn Fun is satisfactory for our type of fuze and 'Ml.S in­
structed to asl: for release of tho desiGJI in the usual r.te.nner . This 
request is bein;; processed at the present tir.te . 

OlClASSIFlED 
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The l..ilitary Attaoho' has also Wormed tho Couunittee 
of: the e:soellont treatment r ivon to tho Govorm:umt of' Finland by the 
l(mill{;ton o.nd \',inchester Companieti . It seer.ta that those tl'to firms 
have not only quoted fair p r ices on small anna ammunition but have 
:;one to particular pains to 9bto.in deliveries desir ed by the Fi:ms. 

There have been handed to the Clearance Conunitteo by 
the Chairman or the Presi<icmt I 8 J.iaison Comnitteo further requests 
l'rom the Govorru.1ent o!' Finland 1'0r assistrmce on nnti airora!'t mnchine 
runs o.n<i ammunition, specifications f'or Very Sigw.l Lichts , the a."'=\Y' 
r.1cdel or the hAnd grenade, o.nti tank t;Ul!S o.nd o.::rmmi tion and anti 
aircra!'t r;uns and amunition. Ttese requests involve tho release or 
aney- desi:;;ns o.nd l':hile some or them ho.vo alreaQ.v been cleared the 
nll!!lbe1·s have been r educed to such a point that a nev.- consideration 
will be necessary ~ :the War cmd Ilavy Dep1rtments . 

1-"AITI 

Arranr;ements were CCir.l!)leted i."or the sale to the Govern­
ment of Eo.iti or 2500 Eni."ielcl. rii'les, tocethor •.i.th bayonets an<i spare 
parts . Tho ori$inal list or mnterial r rom :Aiti included other iterns 
but tho decision of the i'lo.r Department wn.o that only the Eni."ield 
ri1'les can be sold at tl:i s timo. The s o ri!'los were declared surpl us 
uncicr the proviaions of the Act of June 5 , 1920 . 

A list of obsolete ~Atcriel at reduced prices is bei.nG 
prepare<\ at t he present timo for t ransrnission to the :1overn.~ent of 
Chilo . l~or such ot.' these items as may bo desired b:• tho.t r.overllr.lont 
surpl us declaration ''till be made and so.le co'~!>lete~ under the Act or 
June o , 1920 . 

CAl "ADA 

T!tw Cnru:i.die.n '<ovC~rnment o.sl:cci advice concernin:; hydraulic 
f luids usee\ in o.irpl~>no innto.llo.tions . 1'hoy were told to u~e the 
hydraulic ::'luids rocomnendod b;t t ho manufacturor. 

Tho Cane.ciie.n GovfJrnment is o.lso askinG for G?ccifications 
on a i·'airchild typo of airplane. fhis t'.as referred beck to them l1ith 
the request tho.t tho desitnation of' tho specifications desired b;- ob­
tained f r o::t tho ::overr<nent at ottawa . 

- 2-
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Clill:A 

Information received from the DuPont Co~y is that 
thoy ho.vo ordor£! t'or the Chilieae Governnont represented by the 
Criterion Tr adinr. Corpor a tion in I!a~·r Yorl: City for: 

400 metr ic tons Slllokol ess ril'l e powder 
40 metr ic tons tetryl 

3 , 000 shot•t tons or T, H, T, 

1'hoso orders Y:oro received oil Soptombor 28 and 1:hey now o.dviso that 
on De comber 28 ".;hey entered into another contract f or an addi tione.1 
75 metric tons of snol:eless rifle powders to be delivered in 
June 19~.0 . 

The British Ebbassy ho.s furnished the Secretary of State 
uith a stata::tent of unfi lled orders which have been placed in this 
country b:· the Uritish Cover=ent , Those orders are sllorm c"l tho 
enclosure herewith. 

A despatch to the State Department indicates that the 
Government of Iran is c onsicl!!l'inr, tho purchase of commercia l 
explosives o.s .!'ollows : 

1 ,~00 ton~ ~~to 

13, 000, 000 meters o~ !~so 
13, 000, 000 detonators 

This purcho.se has be«t: ciiseusscC: with tho ... ercu1es l'o'l"lder Com;?6.l'lY but 
no order o.s y<.t hns been p laced , It seems that Iranian finns and 
official or1~anir.ations !l.rc attcmptinc to purchase o::plosives in the 
1Jnitod States because of th"lir inability to secure them .t'rom their 
\lGUO.l h'ul'Opeo.n SOUl' COS o_• Suppl:r , 

As shovm in ·~ho follo~.1.n.; stato..,ent in dollars of t),e 
rumuo.l capacity or pri::-.nry aircro.tt produoors and in another column 
tho current oacl:lo;. ol' orders, it v.1.ll bo notoC. that the curront be.ck­
lo~ is still i'e.r short of !:!>e annual capacity for some o~ tho firns 
listed o.nu it 1;ill also be observed that ~or :.ove\'a11'irms the current 
bo.cl:lo;: o~ceeds tho o.:u>Ual ce.!Xlci ty. 

- 3-
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A..~uo.l Curr~mt Company 
CapaoJ.~l. llaoklol' --·-

Allison $2~ ,000 ,000 ;)17 , &.)() ,000 
Aviation :-!';;, 36, 000,000 7, 500,000 
!loll 10, 000, 000 7, 500,000 
!loo1nr; 42 , 000 , 000 26 , 000, 000 
Coneoliciated 46,000, 000 17, 600, 000 
Curt it s -Wr i r,ht 120 ,000, 000 126 ,000, 000 
llout;1o.s 96 ,000, 000 79,000, 000 
Grwr.an 12 , 000, 000 4 , 300, 000 
Lool-.hoed 48, 000, 000 50, 000, 000 
.. .:Lrtin 60, 000, 000 62, 000, 000 
! orth Ameri co.n 48 , 000 ,000 41, 800 , 000 
Republic 10, 000,000 10 , 200,000 
r nitcd Aircro.i't !lG,ooo ,ooo 100,000, 000 
others _..?'=, 000 ,_200 5 , 000, 000 

'l'otalc .,;G7~,ooo ,ooo ~53S ,OOO ,OOO 

:·or tl:o C1Ulro.nce co,mttee, Arm~· arul i:!lV'/ Irunitions Board. 

Incl . - 1 

I 

I 

C::AS • ;u;n::s ' 
Co1ono1 , U. S . Army, 

Chaimo.n , C1eo.raneo Corvolit·toe, 
.Arny an<• : O.V'/ : unitions ::oe.rd . 

~EO 

OOitFIOENTii\E 
&0. 1161>2, Set-. 3(8 1 aod 6(0) or (B) 

OSD 1-. MJ,y 8, 1g72 
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!Biii*.Bz:: b 
Statement or unfilled or der s placed by the 
United fincdom Oovurnoent in the United States 
up to Uee~ber 15, 1939, for supplies for 
nilitnr!' or naval use throu&}l or wit~ the 
l~nowledge of tha Brit i sh Supply Board in 
Cnllllda nne t h e United StA.taa and t h e Br itish 
PurchasinG Commission in tho United Stntes . 

--- - - :- : APPROX. 
NAJ.lE 0! _c_ 0.~==-CT::..O:.;R~_-__ __:D;.:ES=Cr.I?l'I~!~ __ .:_ QUA!l'l'ITY_:_!AWE 

DELI\"EHY 
D.AT_E:__ __ _ 

----------------------=AD;;.:I~II~RA~~=T~Y_O=R~DERS _______ _ _____________________ ___ 

Portablo Light Co-, I no. : 
lt<r~r York 

Bausch & Lomb Optical 
Co. , Rochester, N.Y. 

Si gnal Lamps with 
Telescopic SiGhts 1 

lc Bulbs 

Binoculars 7x50 

I 
•ztontractors not known Motor Boat Engines : 

I 

325 1 

1 , 000 : 

6 , 000 : Immediate 

75, 900 : Jan . to 
" Juno/1.0 

1000 P. . P. approx . : 900 OOJ : ~~~--~~--~~~~~~~~-~-~~~<--~--~~~--------­*Not placed directly but by Admiralty contractors . 

-------------------"'!.l;;.:H.;..:!I:.;S:;.;TRY OF SU!'PLY ORDERS ----·-----
:!idvale Co. 
?hiladelphia, Pa . 

E.?i . Bliss t: Co , , 
Brooklyn, II . Y . 

Gun Barrels 
3 , 7 in , l.!k I! 

• Sholls 6 " E. E. 
empty 

Sperry Gyroscope Corp,,: Predictors 3 , 7 in , : 
3rookl~•n , 11 . Y. 

50: 168, 000: April to 
June/40 

50, 000 : 800, 000 : Nov/39 to 
nbout Oct/40 

205 : 2, 000, 000: 

:.!art in Parry Corp. , 
York, Pa . 

Buguor Adaptor 2, 426 :1 , 340, 000 : Doc/39 to 
" s ets Various s"'pn=r.::e.::;s _ ___ _,___ _ _ _:__;!!A::::~ !.L~o ----- ---

AIR lUNlSTRY ORDERS 

Lockheed Aircraft Corp. : Airplanes, 
Burbank, Cal , Reconnaissance 

Nor th American Avio.tion: Airplnnes, 
Inc . , Inglewood, Cal Trainer 

Harth American Aviation: Airplanes, 
I nc. , Ingle~•rood , Cal~ Trainor 

Wright Aeronautical 
:_:orp . , Paterson , !I. J . 

J . V , \'/, Corporation 
'''ewark, H. J . 

~oleman , Quelk & 
Petersen 

Lockhood Air craft Corp 
1urbo.nk , Cal , 

Engines , Airplane 
spare 

Engines GR .-1820 
GR.-2600 

Link Trainers 
l: Spares 

Petrol Lamps ~ 
Acoossories 

Airplane a, 
lleconnaissance 

1 not 

250:3:>,700, 000: Cor.~pleted 

Dec/39 

1()0: 12, 600,000 : Cor.tpl et ed 
Dcc/39 

: 
(600: uy/40 
( : ::xl, OOQ, 000 : to 
( Aug/41 
( 150: 
( 

: 
( 600 :22,400.,000: 
(600 : 

r.:ar/40 
to Fcb/41 

not not 
: known known l:novm 

not not not 
known known known 

200 :20, 800.,000 : Feb . to 
_ · --_:__ _ ~~ro..:.v/<-4::..::0'--------

Hoc :ro 
llGIA.mll 

a o. 11652, Sec. 3(81 ond 5(0) or (E) i'ODIFIB£¢tfl:':i. 
OSD let!A!r, MOl' 3. 1972 
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Dear Pa, 

/.::. ~ \ ·, 

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
WASHINGTON 

January 19, 1940 --

Herewith is . Re_E2!"_t .119.• _!_9...._ 
on the subject of 11Foreigii Inquiries for 
Production of Munitions" for the informa­
tion of the President. 

Sincerely yours, 

P~ T~ ................ _ 

General E. 11. Watson 
Secretary to the President 
The White House 

En.c1osure 

• 

r. 
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Report lio, 19. 

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 
WMHINGTON , D. C. 

JaDU&l'T 16, 1940. 

.,; 
lmfOlWlDOJ( FOR 'l'he Assistant Secreta.ey' ot War 

'l'he Aalliatant Secreta.ey' of the Na'97 
The Deputy Ohiet of sta.tf 
The Chief of Naftl. Operations. 

Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions. 

1. In accordance with instructions to sulmit from time 
to time a brief report on foreign inquiries for milita.ey' equipaent, 
the following notes are made 1 

In the last report it was noted that action bas been 
approved covering the release for negotiation for foreign sale of 
a number of Ordnance items . At the present time prospective bidders 
on these items are visiting the office of the Chief of Ordnance to 
obtain enough informati on on which to bese bids. When contracts are 
finally awarded by the Finnish Government more complete information 
will be furnished to the successful bidders, 

According to recent cables from Finland there is now an 
interest in obt.a1n1ng some hea"7 field Howitzers of about a• caliber 
and for the ground type caliber .50 1111.chine gun which can be used 
against tanks. The Finnish Purchasing Commiss ion bas asked that 
these items be included in a request to visit Aberdeen Proving Ground 
for the purpose of inspecting equipiii8Jlt which they propose to procure 
in this countey, 

CAHADA 

The Canadian Legation bas furnished the Committee a state­
ment of the orders placed b;y Canada in this countey, 

UNION OF SOUTH AJ'RIOA 

The Legation of South Africa is inquiring for sources for 
3,000 field glasses. The names of the usual. suppliers of field 
glasses and of four or five other firms who lllight be interested in 
converting to such production baTe been supplied to the South African 
Legation, 

owssru 
700fl FIBEPITI:~t 
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The Lep.tion also advises that negotiations are completed 
with the Slllith & Wesson Company for the suppl)- of approx1M~ 
8, 000 Smith & Wesson reTolvers. 

It is unders'l:ooii that a new Swedish Purchasing Mission 
is coming to this country but the eD.ot nature of its mission is 
not yet known. There is already a Swedish Aircraft Kission in the 
Un1 ted Sta tea . 

GREAT BRITAIN 

The Martin-Parry Corporation, York, Pennsylvania, bas in 
progress an order for the British for 2400 Buquor adaptors, some of 
which are for 18-pounder carriages and some for the 4 . 5" howitzer 
carriage. The information is that weeklY' deliveries of between 50 
and 100 units are being accomplished and that the contract is likely 
to be completed within the next two weeks. 

It bas bean learned from the representative of the Atlas 
Powder Company that the British have contracted for the remsdning 
capacit)' in the T.N. T. plant of that company located at Joplin, 
Missouri. This plant baa a capacity of 1,000,000 lbs. a month, of 
which 800, 000 lbs. are being used for United States orders. The 
British order is therefore for 200,000 lbs. a month beginning in 
March, 1940. The total order is 2, 000,000 lbs. with an option for 
2,000,000 lbs. additional, all to be delivered by December 31, 194).. 
It is also understood that the British are negotiating with this 
company for two additional T.N.T. units which will each develop a 
capacit)' of 750,000 lbs . a month .. • 

The E. W. Bliss Company bas received an order from the 
British Government for cartridge case manufacturing machinery of a 
total value in excess of $2,200,000. 

' ' 
FRANCE 

Inquiries are still in progress for the supply of 500 
75 mm gun tubes and 100 155 mm tubes . This requirement bas been 
mentioned before and the new information obtained from the Carnegie­
Illinois representative is that they are also inquiring for 90 mm 

~D 
E.O. 116$2, Sec. 3( El md 6(0) or (E) 
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gun tubes . It is understood that the Mitchell Steel Company of 
Cincinnati, and the Driggs l'.ngineering Corporation are two of the 
firms which have been approached. 

The E. IV. Bliss Company of BrookJ.3n, New York, bas 
received the following order fioom the French Government ' 

100 Torpedo Flasks 
100 Torpedoes complete, including flasks . 

SAFETY RUI.Ff! 

The Committee bas taken cognizance of the fact that some 
of the contractors who are proposing to undertake ammunition pro­
duction may have difficulties in conducting safe operations, either 
because of lack of knowledge or inadequate facilities. A Staff 
Study bas been undertaken to determine 11bat measures should be 
recommended to contractors, to the foreign governments concerned, 
and the necessary warnings to states in which plants are located 
or are to be created. It seems probable that the r equirements of 
the Ordnance safety ManueJ. will be recOJIJDended to all concerned 
as a basis for safety measures . In this connection it is inter­
estinJ5. to note that only six states have i~expioalVeB"":'aws. 1s nc)(e'(l ·:b'Ove; .. tilfsnBWaf"'rl~iih'ty"ti~""'fieen . ~~"''fref!Hftl'" 
it i s felt that the public interest should be fully protected 
against any chances of disastrous explosions caused by lack of 
proper technical arrengeutents . 

SAVAGE ARMS CORPORATION 

Confirmation has been received that the Savage Arms 
Corporation has an order for 10,000 Thompson Submachine guns from 
the Auto Ordnance Corporation. This contract included en option 
for the production of 51000 additional. A representative of the 
firm who visited the office informed the Committee that the French 
have informally approached the Corporation with the view to another 
order for these guns. It will be recalled that 3,000 guns were 
sold to the French some months ago. These guns have not yet been 
exported end are said to be stored at their point of IIIBnufacture 
in Hartford. It is of interest to note that a letter containing 
an inquiry from the I tel ian Goverllllent for Thompson submachine guns 
was showed to the Committee a few days ago by a representative of 
the Corporation. 

OECtASSimD 
E.O. 11652, &>c: S(EI aDd 6(0) or (E) 
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RD.IINGTON Alll.!S COMPANY 

The State Departlllent ns advised by the Remington Arm8 
Company thst they have decided to reorganize their facilities in 
suc.b a ny thst a l.illlited nUJDber of mllitary rifles can be produced 
for export sale . The Company does not intend to solicit business 
of this sort but they advise thst the government might feel free to 
inform any other government which inquires whether mllitary rifles 
can be purchased in the United States, thst Remington would be able 
to supply a limited number of such rifles . 

VISITS OF PROSPECTIVE CONTRACTORS 

The Committee is being visited by many representatives 
of commercial firms who are seeking business with foreign govern­
ments . These gentlemen are being referred to the proper legations 
or to the Anglo-French Purchasing Board. Much information is being 
obtained from these representatives and pl.aced in our files . All 
of these representatives have sho'flll the greatest cooperation in msk­
ing their operations conform to what is nnted by the government. 
In every case they state thst insofar as their corporations are con­
cerned the needs of the United States Government take precedence 
over any commitment for foreign governments. 

CHAS. HINES, 
Colonel, u. S. Army, 

Chairman, Clearance Committee, 
Army and Navy Munitions Board. 

~ 
B.O. 11662, Sec. S(K) 111101 15(DI w (Ill 
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QiiiFfBiilllfi 'tis ..,._ 11, lHO. 

Bl UORI!AJU at f.U 

thll le not at all wbat I aakt4 for. 

I know all about ex1st1ng NU oonneoUona - Rn.rpozoe 
FtzoJ7, lfortold, eto. - - aleo about poll1ble looaUont tor 
Dh br141•• to ooMeot the nozo~ and eo•th aozoou tbt 
Poto.ao M•er. 

Let • put the L{aUon V\1e • .,, A sudden anau 
la •4• on II plua ~ , e1thar b1 a tor e1gn enelll,f or -
a tu44en c1oMtUo upr1t •· thb dtaok requ1Nt tbe 
tmt41dt _,._,D\ Of tl'oopt, tqUlpMnt and npp11tt Oft 
a 1aJwe toalt troa the nortbtattel'ft aeaboal'd .. ouon 
1nto &a State ot Y1Jo11n1a. the pretent raUroa4 W1dp 
1D Walblaaton la boabi4 or 1n par\ blown up, rtq\llrU. 
repalJoa wh1ah would take at leaet ten Aqa. fte quest ion 
11 11h1t - oan tbe A7:fq, b7 ua1ng D1"r1ot of Oo1•11t1a 
tll'leta t1tber fl'o• the nortbtaai aeot1on or fro• tbt 
Qeo•lown eeot1on, lq tl'Ocks a.erou the • emorteJ. • 
Jr1c1p or b Gtorptown 81"1dlt w ~· Y1JolrlD1a 1141 
and fro• tbat dde ooMtot up with tha •1n llne ot b 
R. r. A P. 1n the ne18hbomood ot the new d~rtt !h1s . 
lnYolne an an..-r to \bt queaUon -- oan auoh land 
oonneoUona be a4e on tbt 1falhlftlton 114e and \be 
'Vli"S1n1a alde and oan the t wo e7.1at1ng htsh•e¥ br idge s 
0&J"17 tr•lcht oars and a.-11 artUlei'J'f 

t. 

F . D. R. 

I 

Letter f rom t he Secretary of l'•ar, 'J/5/40 to General Wat!'lon , !lt.a ting that, 
tn compliance with the Genert.l's ~:~emo of 1/?6/40, he has had a study made 
of the ratlroud bridges across the Potomac. Encloses Strategic Map, Getty~burg 
Sheet , and u •. c: .G. S. MapR us follov:s: \'iashtngton & Vi.ctnity, IndiLn Head, 
Br nnd:.1Hne , tJt , Vernon , Nom1.n1. and Frederi.cksrurg . The Secretary of 'ltar 
submits information in re ebove . 

REGRADED URCLASSIFIID by Br iti ah 
Govt . , Sta t e Dept . tel . , 3-8Q- 72 
By R. B. Parka Date JUN 2 J9JZ 



Dear Pa, 

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
WASH IN<OTON 

Karch 22, 191.0. 

I am enclosing Reports No . 28 
and No. 291 on the subject of "Fo~r-7e7ign~'-~ 
~Uiries for Production of Munitions• 
for the information of the President. 

General E. M. Watson 
Secretary to the President 
The 'il'hi te House 

2 enclosures 
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Report No. 28. 

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS IIOARD • 

MUNITIONS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. 0. C. 

ll&rCh ll, 1940. 

m!ORANDUII FOR: The Secret&r7 of War 
The Sec:rat&r7 ot the Ha..,-
'l'he Asaietant Seeretar7 ot .War v 
The Aseistant Secrat&r7 ot the lla<ry 
The Deputy Cbiet ot statt 
The Cbiet ot llaftl Operetiona 

SUB.TECT: Foreign Inquiries for Prod~tion of llunitions. 

1 . In accordance with ins~tions to submit trom 
time to time a brief report on foreign inquiries for milit&r7 equip­
ment 1 the following notes are made: 

GR&AT BRITAIII 

Infol'lll&tion bas been recaived tbat 811 order bas been 
placed for 448 Thompson Submnchine Guns. 

From the Aeronautical Board, it bas been learned tbat 
150 DB7B airplanes with model 2600ASA engines ban been ordered 
from Douglas Aircraft Compaey. There is 811 option for 150 addi-; 
tionsl airplanes. Deliveries are to begin in October, 1940 and be 
completed in eight montba. The option is tor .30 e month beginning 
in Jul;y 1 194J. • 

HenJ7 Dieston & Sons of Phlledelph1a has turnished in­
formation that the British Purchasing Commiaaion ia inquiring for 
meohinsehle homogeneous ArllOr plate 1 heat treated but not fabri­
cated. The quantities range trom 21 5001 000 lbs. to 714001 000 lbs , 
The· Compeey also states that it this results in an order for thfllll 
they will arrange that it does not interfere in e:rzy- way with United 
States Govermaent orders . 

Permission has been granted tor certain British nationals 
to rtsit plants in the tlnited States which ban received British orders . 

FINLAND 
Froa the .tcmG Protection Equipment Gollpeey inform&tion 

bee been received that 1 1000 horse masks and 41000 horse boots which 

IWS3m 
B.O. II U2, S.. S(EJ and 6(D) 0< (ll 
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wera ordered aoutiJie ago tor P1 nl end baY& bean &etual.lJ' exported, 
Th13 t1ra now baa inquiries trca Denark 4Dd Holl.end tor u.teriel 
ot the aa.e type. 

OA!!ADA 

OOilfiruti.on ot an order tor 200 6oo-lb. boabe and 
SO llQO-lb. boabe with u. S . Ordnance !hglneera, Inc., baa bf.an r ... 
ceiYad, 

Tbe Oanad1an lliniater baa ad'l'ised that the Anglo-French 
Purchasing Board lllldar the Oba1raenahip ot llr. Arthur B. Pur'l'is1 ia 
acting tor the Can•dl en War Supply Board in r espect to purcbaaea in 
the lln1ted States tor the C&n•dlan Defanae Ser'l'ices. 

NORIIAY 

An order baa been placed for .36 A8 attack planes with 
Gl05-B engines . It aeema that N~ 1a to turniah the engines and 
it 1~ thought they ere to be transferred troaa a Bri tiah contract. 

Tbe Norwegian Legation baa t'urnished a statement ot the 
ordars in the United States. This includes both lli.Utary and COil­
mercial orders . 

The Swedish Trade De1egation has f'urniabed a list of 
the orders already placod by it. This llst includes binoculars, 
llomsen l unge, callber . 45 llJIII!!UI11tion1 wire and cable, gas meeks , 
tol'ljol 1 9 mm cartridges and motor benzol . The principal rM!A1n1ng 
negotiation or the Trade Delegation is for tanka and it 1a under­
stood tbat representatina baYe been authorized to go to the Ameri­
can Car and Foundry C<lmpeD;r to inspect the plant . 

UNION OF S0U1B AFIIOA 

The South African Legation baa furnished another sWt6-
aent or orders placed in th1a countr,' in the recent paat. The prin­
cipal item ie 16 a1rplane engines Ylll.ued a t $2251000. 

11£CUSSII1EO 
&0. 116Gl Soc. II(BI .. d &<Dl or~ 
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EIPQRT OF AIRCJUD 

made. 
A rerleed c011pp4~on of export of e.ircraft baa been 

The follorillg 1e a ruume of the situations 

m.ITARf .AIIIPLAliF.S COW!!RCIAL AIRPL.ANES EIIGINFS 
OuanY,ii !!h!. Ouantib !!!!!!. OuanY,ii ~ 

1939 1285 $6516521383 ~6 $910261914.75 1.825 $14139816ll.37 

1940 (.January) 
227 1716931481 14 3lll025.00 343 312941161. 50 

For the Clearance COIIllli ttee 1 A:ntrr and Navy lluni tions Boards 

CIWILES II1IIES 1 

Colonal1 11. S. Arrq1 
Cbai.rman 1 Clearance Co:lllli ttea, 
A:ntrr and Navy llunitiona Board. 

ll£1USim 
B.O. 11662. Sec. S<EI uul 6(0) or (B) 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNmONS BOARD 

M UNITIONS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON . D. C. 

llarch 19, 1940. 

Report No. 29. 

MDIORANllml FOR: 'l'be Secretary of war 
'l'be Secretary of the Na-ey 
The Aeeietant Secretary of War ;' 
'l'be Aesistent Secretary of the Na..,. 
'l'be Deput;y Chief of Staff' 
'l'be Chief' of Nanl. OperatiODJI 

SUBJm1'1 Foreign Inquiries tor Production of lllmitiol18 

1 . In accordance w1 th inetructiona to eubai t fr0111 time to 
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the 
following notes are made 1 

'l'be Finlli.sb Legation has furniahed detailed information on 
51 contracts up to Februar;y 1, 1940. 'l'bese contracts total $7,188, 000, 
and include the orders placed by the Finnish Purchasing Commission in 
Washington for military or naval supplies. It will be recalled that 
there is llllother Finnish Purchasing Commission in New York with activi­
ties restricted to tho purchase of articles wh:Loh can be bought with 
Export-Import Bank mone;y. 

'l'be Finnish IIUitary Attache aSked for another priorit;y on 
auppl;y of smokeless powder. 'l'be request was for 1500 tons but it waa 
found necessary to deny thie request, because a concession of 6oo,ooo 
pounds alread;y made to the Finnish Gove=nt 1a all that can be 
spared by the 1rar Department at the present time. 

r. 
'l'be Swedish Purcbaeing Commission has departed from Washington 

and it is understood that Prince Bertil sailed from New York on March 
16th. 1lil office is to be maintained in New York to auperviae the execu­
tion of contracts plsced by the delegation, 

Aetion ie in course to sell to the Swadieh GoverZIIlent 200 
75 mm Britiah guns and )2 8-inch howitzers. 'l'beae are to be furnished 
frOIIl the list of aurpl118 propert;y rectmtl;y approved by the Secretary 



of War . In connection with the disposal of this surplus propert7 
the Seere'tar)" of State and the Secretar'f o! War have agreed to a 
procedure whereb)" the views of the State Department concerning polio)" 
involved in such B.l'111111l1ent sales are to be obtained before fina1 action 
of the War Department. 

CHILE 
• 

The Special Ambassador, Mr. Bianchi, Tisited the Secre'tar)" 
of War and stated that his gOTernment is interested in buying some of 
the surplus armament. Conferences have been held with him and a list 
of the property with its prices f'urnished for his consideration. 
d 

In addition to the .surplus property the Chileans are also 
interested in placing orders with American manufacturers for items 
not included on the surplus list which are needed for the moderniza­
tion of the Chilean Arfrr¥. 

FRANCE 

Mr. Bloch-Laine, the senior French 111ember of the Anglo­
French Purchasing Board, lllllde a formal r equest to purchase rifles 
from surplus stock. I t was necessary to deny this request because 
it is contr&r)" to International Lew. 

Information is reaching G-2 of movement of arms and ammuni­
tion for the French Government. These reports are being furnished 
by Colonel Jean of the Anglo-French Purchasing Board. It is noted 
that caliber .45 ammunition on a Winchester order at the East Alton, 
Illinois plant began moving on llarch 15th and other shipments from 
the Remington plant, Bridgeport, began their movement on March 12th. 

A rumor has been received that the Anglo-French Purchasing 
Board has placed an order for 12,000,000 point detonating f'uzes . 
Confirmation of this order is being sought. 

The Netherlands Legation bas transmitted a statement of 
new orders placed as follows in the month of Febru&r)"z 

40,000 

36,000 
103,000 
287,000 

Nickel silicon discs for manufacture of helmets 
with U. s . Steel Export Compan7. 
Lbs . copper bands) 
Lbs . brass cups ) American Brass Compan)" 
Lbs. brass discs ) 

-2-
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They also advise that they expect to place orders in the near future for 1 electric steel furnace, 505, 000 kgs . chrome molyb­denum steel bars; 450,000 kgs. chrome nickel steel bars; 1001000 brass discs; 502, 000 copper bands; 210 gun forges ~d 4 lathes. All of these orders, either placed or to be placed, are for the Royal. Netherlands Arsenal and are stated to be for consumption in the Netherlands . 

I 
ANGLO-FJUNCH REQUIRFAIENTS FOR AIRCRAFI' 

On March 14, 1940, a conference of War and Navy Depart­ment representatives with the principal members of the Anglo­French Purchasing Board was held in the office of Captain Collins, Treasnr;r Department. The subject of this conference '118'j the air­craft requirement under the greatly expanded program now being con­sidered by the allies. It was explained by Mr . Plevin, the French Aeronautical representative, that the large program now under consideration is aimed at the year 1941 and that consequently the chief interest at the present time is in obtaining the release of our very latest equipment, including superchargers never hereto­fore released, and models of airplanes still in the experimental. stage . Mr. Plevin presented a memorandum covering the request for releases and this memorandum is being studied in the War and Navy Departments at the present time • . 
The Anglo-French Purchasing Board has al.so begun to con­sider its requirements for el!!N!ment for the airplanes and has sub­mitted a tentative estiJIIs.te of a number of smaJJ cannon and machine guns which will be required for the expanded ~rogr~/ A conference is being held within the next few days with representatives of Colt's Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company tO develop a basis for pos-sible supply of these requirements . ' 

RmiNGTON .ARAIS COMPANY 

The Remington Arms Company is keeping' us informed of numer­ous inquiries for small arms ammuniti.on. A!an,y of these inquiries seem to be coming from brokers and individuals and the Company is uniformly declining to quote for the reason that it will deal only with accredited representatives of foreign governments . 

For the Clearance Committee, Army and Navy Llunitions Board: 

D!rlASSil1ID 
E.O. 11662, Sec. S(E) e.ud 6(D) or (B) 

OSD letter. May ~-AY7Z 1 1973 
Br RT, ~liS l)ao,.....;;;_ __ _ 

CHARLES HINES, 
Colonel, U, s . Army, 

Chairman, Clearance Committee, 
Army and Navy Munitions Board, 



I I I 
1939 I Doug1aa I Jlartbl I Curti .. I Pratt & Whitney 

I I I IBn§inell Sf&rllll 
I I I I I 

April I I I 1 I 1 I 
I I I 

Kay I I 16 I 92 I 
I I I I I 
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I I I I 

1940 I I I I 
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I I I I I 

February I I I I 15 
I I I I I 
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., R1\ Utilities Estimates Based on 8 , 000 Workmen 

Sewago Disposal. 

Seftge Disposal Plant, (baaed on a local. liPA Project) 
of s1milor size, 

Main Outfall 2411 , 7 , 200 lineal feet at $.3 .SO per Ft. 
Branch Mains, 12" down to 4" at avercge of $1..30 per Ft. 

W11ter SupplY 

Wells - 2, 2500 £11l.l.ons per minute a t $10,000 
l.lains - average Dia. 12" pipe at $3.00 per lineal foot 
BrMches, 8000 line.'ll feet at $ .75 avernge cost per foot 

Storm Sewer SYstem 

1 ,000 l.ineal f eet 30" outfall at $5.00 por l.ineal foot 
3, 500 lineal. feet 12" aversge D1a. at $1.60 per l.inesl. foot 

Concrete Anrons, Roads, Walks , eto., 6.3, 000 square yurds 
a t $2. 25 per square yurd, 

Railrol!,d Siding 

1 Mile ineludin" ~witcllee, etc.' at e22,000 

Heo.tin!! Plant 
• 

$40, 000.00 
25,000,00 
13,000.00 

$78,000.00 

$20, 000.()0 
6, 000.00 

__hooo.oo 
$32, 000.00 

$ 5 , 000.00 
5 .600.00 

$10, 600.00 

$1.41, 750.00 

$ 22, 000.00 

4 ,500 Boiler horsepower 11t $105,00 per hp. Based on .300 Sq.Ft. of floor sprtce per hor~epower 'Uid inel.udine Building $475, 000.00 !&lin Distribution line 16" Dia . 900 l.ineal feet at ~6.00 5,400.00 Branch Distribution l.ino 10" Dia . eversRe, 101000 lineal ft. at $3. 00 24,000.'Xl Kcatinr Units within the are~" i11cl.uded i1l the Bldg. Cost 
Total for Hellting Plant $504,400.00 

Nntur~;t Cas Main 10,000 l.ineal feet 4 11 at $1.50 

Eleetr1clll E(!uipaent 
Tr..nsformers and Switching Equipment based on $4.50 per 

K.W. 10,000 J(.\7, Power 
6 .700 K.W. Lightillg 

16,700 K.W. et t~ . 50 

Lighting based on 500 watts per 100 sq. ft. average 
Electrical Distribution to ~uip01ent, including penols, 
Switching equipz!ent , conduit, wiring, approxiliiP.toly 100, 000 lineal f eet at tl .OO per foot average 

Mili?Za.!-llt II& •!j[, 

$ 15,000.00 

$ 75, 000.00 

$100,000.00 
$175,0Cl0 .00 

• 



-2-

11,200 lineal feet trunk cable, distribution boord 
200 telephones, etc. , at ~ .00 per foot 

6,000 l .innar feet of 9 ' non-climbable Type at $3.50 ~ a,ooo.oo 

Plant Protection 

Fire end Guard, Automatic Fire AlP-m System, etc. $ 751000.00 

G••oline Storage for 100,000 Gallon.,, Ptpe & Service P1 t8 $ 40.000.00 

TOTAL $1, 234,550.00 

IX111SS11\1D 
E.O. 11662. See. 3(8) aud 6(1>)"" (E) 
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ElCBIBIT "B" 

• 
SQUARE AREA AND CUBIC CAPACITY 

!.lachine Shop - Raw Stock Storage ) Sg .P't . Cu .Ft. Building Cost Experimental - Sheet Metal ) = .325,000 :x 27 = 8, 775 ,000 at ~ .15 = $1,.316,250. 00 

Sub Assembly Section 

Final Assembly 

.3-story factory for production of) 
contributory Items 

Factory Raw Stock Storage 

Foundry 

Pattern Shop 

Purchased Parts Storage 

Warehouse for Jigs , Fixtures) 
Dies, et cetera ) 

Paint , Oil & Dope Storage 

Office, 2-story & basement 

198,000 
34,000 

2.32,000 

Extra floor space in 
multi- story Bldg . + 

) 

= .375 ,000 x .35 = 1.3, 125,000 at .15 = 
• 1951000 x 65 • 12, 675 ,000 at .15 -

= 99,000 X 46 = 

= 21,000 X 25 : 

.. 2.3, 000 :X 25 -

= 12, 500 X 25 = 

- 181000 X 25 • 

= 40, 000 X' 20 = 

- 51000 X 15 : 

- 171000 X 46 • 
1,125, 500 

2.32 ,000 
1, .357, 500 

4, 554,000 at .25 = 

525,000 at .15 = 

575,000 at .15 = 

.312,500 at .15 = 
450,000 at .15 -

aoo,ooo at .15 .. 

75 ,000 at .15 .. 

782, 000 at . ,35 -
Total Cost 

Utilities 

cy.JG Overhead 

1,968, 750 .00 

1,901,250.00 

1,1.38,500.00 

78,750 .00 

86,250. 00 

46, 875 .00 

67,500.00 

120,000.00 

11,250.00 

27.3, 700 .oo 
$7,009, 075 . 00 

1. 234 .550.00 
~8,24.3, 625 .oo 

5% 412 ,181.25 
$8,655 , 806 .25 

' . 

. ) u/ J ;,.;-;-

(' . f~(.f,l,_ • 

~ 
&0. 11662. Sec. 8(1:) ad 6(1>) or CE: 
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Basis for estimate - experience of costs for similar structures at Wright Field and Sacramento Air Depot 

-
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Report No, 68 . 

, 

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 
W~INGTON,D.C. 

January 4 0 1941. 

IIEWa\A.NI>Ull '1'01 The Secretary of War 
The Secretary of the Navy 
The Under Secretary of tho Navy 
The 4seilrtant Secretary ot War 
The Aeeietant Secretary ot tho Navy 
Tho Deputy Chief of Staff 
The Chiot of Naval Operations. 

SUBJECT1 Foreign Inquiries tor Production of Wunitione. 

1. In accordance with inetructione to submit from tim$ t o time, a brief report on foreign inquiries tor military equipme.nt, the follow­ing notes are -de1 

BR!TISI! PURCHASING QOUJ.liSSION 

A request bas been received for additional 3- inch naval gune. The British desire to obtain up to three hundred (300) of these gune. Other requests have boon received in the paot for 4-incb naval guns and it ie evident that these 3- ineh gune now requested are intended to arm merchant vessels tor which 4-ineh ~ could not be obtained. 

Action hao been taken to make available to Australia a sufficient number of drawings of the 11-3 tank to serve as a baeie for the design ot a ~llilk. The Auetrallane intend to construct tanka in AWJtralia, and ap­pa.rently have sufficient industrial developlllent to undertake ouch a project. 

A proving ground site at Wareton, New Jersey, about twenty (20) milee from Atlantic City, ie being studied at the preeent time. A firm called tbe llcCroaein Engineering Corporation 1B underteldng the develop­ment of thie proving ground. It baa been learned that the British are aleo interested in limited facilities at Canton, Ohio (Republic Steel Com­pany), Indianapolis, Indiana (!larmon•fuc'rington Company) and York, Penn&yl­vania (York Safe .l Lock Company). These limited facilitJ.ee are intended f or aucb testing of •mrmmltion, gune, carriage• and armor plate ae my be eately carried out in ouch installations. 

Inv&&tigation r eveals that apparently the 20 mm Hiepano-Suiza gun elated tor production 1n this country by the British ie not exactly like tbat to be produced for the United States by tho Bendix Company. Etfo.rt. are being made to have the deeign of thie gun conform to that to be produced tor tho United States because of the neceeeity for standardisation. 

In a previous report ~ntion wee made of 
tor 37 mm powder. They asked for priority for a 

a nead by tbe Britieh 
supply of eighteen (18) 

D£CUI.T'll' 
E.O. uu~ .. -.>11£1 and 11(0) or (£) 
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tons a month for the next six months. The source of this powder i e the 
Hercules Powder Company which ia creating a new plant at Kenvil, New 
Jersey to take the place of the plant destroyed a few montbe ago. This 
new plant cannot possibly begin production before Januaty 15th. 'Con-

• ferencee have been held with the Hercules Company to determine how the 
problem of supplying both British and American r equirements can be solved. 
It seems probable that an equitable division of the available capacity , 
can be a~ranged. 

Appr oval for priority for a supply of tetryl has been granted. 
The situation in t he United St ates is very satisfactory with respect to 
this i tem and it was , therefore, easy to grant the Br itish r equest with-
out detriment to t he United St ates loading program. , 

Mention has been pr eviously made of a request by the British for 
one hundr ed (100) light tanks . Action is being presented to the Chief of 
Staff to furnish only sixty•six (66) tanks as it was decided by him that 
none would be taken from the Armored Corps. 

The modification of one B-17C airplane i s proceeding at t he 
Boeing Aircraft Company. A complication has arisen in the project to 
turn over twenty (20) B-l7C airplanes to the British because of the neces­
sity of training British crewe. Efforts are being made to work out a 
legal solution for t his problem as it is obvious that the British crewemust 
be trained before they t ake over these valuable airplanes . 

BELGIUM 
r , 

For the Belgian Congo , the Belgian Ambassador has asked that two 
hundred and twenty-five (225) 60-inch mortars be furnished from u.s. stocks 
or that a priority be granted for their manufacture. There are no surplus 
60~inch mortars in stock, but consideration is being given to an indication 
of sources where these mortars can be procured. The Ambassador also asked 
that the mortars be proof fired by t he United States. In this connection, 
he has negotiated for the supply of eighteen (18) 81 mm mortars and the 
names- of t wo companies have been furnished t o him. Recently, the War De­
partment •offered seventy-one hundred (7100) Enfield rifles in r esponse to 
another request. 

' 
N~Y/AY 

The Norwegian Legation has renewed ita request t o be furnished 
with twenty- four hundred (2400) r ounds of 4-inch naval ammunition to equip 
Norwegian merchant vessels . It will be recalled that twenty- one (21) 
surplus 4-inch naval guns were furnished, but that it was possible to give 
them only a small quantity of ammunition. The Norwegian total requirement 
for this ammunition is bei ng considered by the Brit ish and it is probabl e 
that there will eventually be a procurement order by the British covering 
this ammunition for both the Empire and the Allies . OEClASSin£0 
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The Chinese W.li tary Attache hae aeke4 whether o.ne hundred and 
twenty (120) 75 .., guns and IUl>llW1ition for them can be euppl.ied from u.s. 
Army etocka. It h&s been neoesee.ry to etaie that there ie no surplus and 
that it will require about a year to procure from manufacturers. 

GREECE 

Both the British Purchasing Co~eaion and the Greek Legation have 
presented Greek requirements. The British eeem to be mainly interested in 
getting for them t.enty ( 20) mountain guns and three thoueand (3000) rounds 
for each gun, and have been asking i£ these oan be supplied from eurplue 
stocks. There is no surplus of this item. 

ingl 
~he Greek Legation has asked the Stat e Department for the fol.lo.~ 

1.0,000 rounds 57 mm Shells 
40,000 rounde 75 mm Schneider Mountain guns 
10, 000 rounds 105 mm Schneider Howitzers 
10, 000 rounds 155 mm Schneider Howitzers , 

Of the above items the NaYy Department has o.Yailable some 57 11111 

obsolete anrnunition. This is for the old Navy six pounder, The War Depart~ 
ment bae nothing resembling the 75 mm or the 105 mm Schneider ammunition, 
but, o£ course , the 155 mm Schneider ie a standard for the U. S. Ar~. There 
ie, however, no 155 mm Howitzer ammunition which can be considered surplue, 

THAILAND 

An offer is being made to the Theiland Minister covering. the ten (10) 
airplanes, the property of that government, now detained at Uanila and for 
six (6) additional airplanee in production in the United Statee, Negotia~ 
tiona for these airplanes have dragged because of the necessity of wol'king out 
certain claims whioh ·the Thailand Government preeented in connection with 
the traneaction, It eeems probable that an early deci sion will be reached 
which will enable the United States to to.ke over these airplanes. 

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Board1 

CHARlES HINES , 
Colonel, Coast Artillery Corpe, 

Chairman. 

Ontle 
& 0 . l iM~ S.c. ~il:.) Mi! li(DI or (&I 

OSD l<!<t«r, !>loy 3, l9V2 

~, RT, tWUI ,.,MAY 2 1 1973 



/ 
RESPECTFULLY ~ORWP~DED TO THE ~REbiDENT : 

• 

'F._ M. W. 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

JAN 1 7 1941 

!.G31CI\Al'IDU!.! Fell GENERAL E. II. WATSON, 
Secretary to the President , 

The White House. 

Enclosed for the information of the President ie 

Report No. 6<) on tbo eubject of Foreign Inquiries for 

Production of Munitions. 

•• 

~ p 8:t:::::-J -
Robert P. Patterson, 

Under Secretary of War • 



Repqrt No. 49 

-
ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS SOARD 

WASHINCITON , D.C. 

January 14, 1941, 

YEIICI!ANDUII T01 The Secretary of 1'ar 
The Sacretary of the NAYy 
The Under Secretary of the Navy 
The Aeeietant Secretary of War 
The Aeeiete.nt Secretary of the NayY 
The Deputy Chief of st .. ff 
The Cbiof of Naval Operations. 

SUBJECTa Forei.gn Inquiriee for Production of Yunitions . 

1, In accordenoe with instructions to eubmit from time to time, a brief report on foreign inquiries for lllilitary equipiD8nt, the follow­ing nntee are •dea 

BRITISH Plll\CI!ASING COWISSION 

On behalf of Canada, the COIIIIIl.eaion ie aeking for forty- eight ( 48) 3- pounder nanl gune tor tho equipment of fast motor launcbee or t he creeh boat type for uee on the east and west coaate in conjunctioi> with the Canadian B&TJ and A.1r Force. Thie requoet is being handled by the NaT'J Department and it is net known as yet whether the guns referred to will be furniohed. 

An export license on baDd indicates that 336 caliber .so Air­craft machine gune are deetined for the Straite Settlements, Re!ersnoo hao been made in prsviouo reports to other iteme being eent from this country to tbie destination, 

It ie noted aleo that eix hundred ( 600) caet armor plete turrets for tanka and ninety thousand (90,000) forgings covering seventeen (17) parts for the Hiape.no-Suisa gun are due for export to Xngliah r aotorhe. 

A request to ferry all of the B•l7C airplanes to the Boeing factory for modi fication baa been approved, Tbie meana that all t wenty (20) of these ebipe will go to the factory for installation o! Sperry equipment rather than having it done at the Sacramento Air Depot . The Bri tieh alao aeked that l&llk- proof tanka and arm.or plate be installed on theeo ehipe, but the delay to accomplish tbie would be eo great •• to def&llt the purpoee of early deUvery or the t wenty (20) ehipe concerned. 

A oomplioetion in oonneotion with the B-17C deal hae been met in the project to delher bombs equal to three 1110nthe The Bri-

E.O. 11602. Sec. 3(1'11 and 6(0) or (1:;) 
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3SNFiBENTIAL 

.tieh are not moving rut enough in aeking for tho bcmbo and the inter­
mediary ie at a etandetill1 pondi~tt; f i nal i netruotione from the Bri­
tish and t he tum- oYer of tho neooeeary tunde to coYer the bcmbe, It 
ie apparent that thie delay ia caueed by a difficulty in f inding the 
!uncle to finance the purchaser£ the bombe, In thie connccticn, it 
ehould be reuarked that many o£ the Britiah procurement negotiations 
seem to be at a standetill until the Leaae- Lend Bill is handled by 
the Congress , 

A request wae receiYed for nine (~) addit ional B-24 4-engined 
bombere , The War Department 1e attnpting to aocure 1n oxohange for 
theao bombers approximately two bund.red thirty { 230) enginoe aui table 
for 4-engi:!ltld bombere , 

The Nuy DepartJDent 1e making ayailable to tho War Department 
for eale to the Britieh one hundred fifty (150) 4-inch n&Y&l gune , to­
gether wit.h 71 500 rounds of IIJIIWnition. These guns are stated to be 
needed for the Britieh JDerohant ID!lrine, 

An export license for three {3) Lockheed Electra planes , IDOdel 
lO- B indicates that the British Purchasing CoiDIDisoion ie otill buying 
second- hand transport planoo. They paid $301000 each for theoe planes 
and the deal was handled by Char leo H. Babb Col!lpany, a brokerage firJD, 
Thio company hao 1 in the past 1 handled the purchaee of a coneiderable 
number of aeoond-hand planee for Britieh account , 

There ie attached herewith a oumaary of ;he orders placed by 
the British Empire through Doce10ber 28, 1~40. It will be noted that 
the grand total is $3, 191, 735,8)1, 4~. ' ' 

CHINA 

Ordnance requiraJDento for China have now been received. They 
consist of the following • 

10, 000 Light mchine guns 7, ~ mm 
300, 000, 000 7, 9 mm cartridges 

120 75 DID JDOuntain gune 
360, 000 75 IDID shell tor tbeeo guns 

120 Caliber ,50 A A JDacbine gune 
600, 000 Caliber ,50 cartr iclgoa. 

The total of thie request it eatiJDated to be $30,000, 000, Tba Chinese 
have aoked what part ou bt tuppliocl froiD our atocke and if nothing 
oan be euppliad, they desire to know the DlliDea of the ID&Duf&oturere, 
It eooma improbable t .hat any o! tho itOJDs desired can be fundthed frOID 

IIIUIRI 
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etocke, ae theee aro all item.e where shortagee exiet in reeervee tor the current national defenee program. 

The Chinese have also ordered 1000 tons of T.N.T. Thit order ito plAced with the Dupont COliiJIIUIY and represents the output of a production line at BarksdAle , Wieconein , which wae largel y created on previous Chineee ordere , 

The Finnish Military Attache advieee that he hae eold 156, 500 81 liiD trench mortar pr ojectile& on order with TriWIIph Explo­eives , Incorporated. The sales were as tollowea 

65, 000 to tne Dutch Eaet Indios 
91,500 to t he Greeks 

He aleo states that he still hae 30,000,000 rounds of hie order of 7 , 62 11121 llliiDUlli tion rl tb t he 'l'incbeeter Company, which baa not yet been sold. He was aeked whether he baa approached the Chinese to buy this IUIIDWll.tion a.nd has replied that the Chinese make their own Russian CU'tr~ee and nave no interest in tnh etoek. Tho llethor lllnde 'Indies, however , ia interested in taking thie ~unition and it has been learned t hat four hundred fitty ( 450) Hotcbldaa machine guns nave been obtained, and that new barrels will be made for them by t ne Savage Arms Company. The Finnish Legation baa had to adopt thie devious method of disposal by s ecuring machine guns in order to diepoee of the MmUni t ion. When this ammunition ie finally sold, the Finnish co~troenta in this country for &lllllWI:ition wi}.l have been completely li(luidated. 

For the Clearance Committee, Ar=y and Navy Munitions Boards 

• 

' 
CKAR1ES HINES , 

Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps , 
Cbainan. 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 
WASH, NGTON. D. C. 

January 22, 1941 

Re1Xlrt llo . 70 

UEI!ORJJIOO'J TO: The Secretary of ',/ar 

SUllJCX::T: 

'!'he Secretary of the Navy 
The Under Secretary of the llavy 
The Assistant Secretary of War 
The Assistant Secretary ot the tlavy 
The Deputy Chief of Sta£! 
The Chief of t!aval Operations 

• 

Forei~ In~iries for PrOduction of l!unitions . 

l. In accordance 1'11. th instructions to submit from time to time, a brief report on for ei an inquiries for military equipment, the follm•­ine notes are made: 

BRITISH Pl..?.CHAS~G 00!-~.!ISS!ON 

At t he request of the war Department , t he route she~ts and draw­ings for the 40 mm Bofors anti-aircraft eun have been obtained. The dravrin(;S of the amrunition ere yet to be supplied. The British are .furnishin(l the information on this gun because of the A~ ' s i nterest in i t s possible manufacture in this country. The Bofors 40 ~ gun enjoys a hit~h reputation for effectiveness against low 1lying aircraft . 

In previous reports, 1:1ent.1on has been oade of the conversion of twenty (20) il- l?C air pl anes , destined for final delivery to the British, at the plant of the Boeing Aircraft Compacy , The last airpl&ne will be de­livered to the Boeing plant on F'ebruary 12th and the job of convers ion "rlll be completed in tv.enty-eieht (28) workinc days afwr the tenth plAne is de­livered. The first plane was completed on Je.nuary llt b. About a dozen changes requested by the British ere being made, but all of these chanees can be accompUshed in the over-<lll time noted above . 

~:ost of the l ar ce British procurement projects are at a standstill i'or lack of money, and will. so remain until the Lend-J.ease 2111 receives the approval of Congress . Prelinlinary Negotiation Reports continue to be received in considerable nW!lbers and are being clear~d for procurement as rapidly as ~ssible . 

The followin& items are in the course of transfer from the liavy Department to the :Tar Department for supply to the ilriti!<h th~ a.n inter­n.<>::!iary : 

OECll.mU 
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1 50 4~nch Naval rruns 
30, 000 4-inch shells 

)00 )-inch 1/aval euns 
18, 000 )-inch shells. 

St art action has been completed to allow the Jlri tish t o obtain thirty- six (:36) light tanks from the Americc.n Co- & Foundr; Company. The ori;nal request was for one hundred (100) d these tanks, but it ...,.s found practicable to ,dve th..,. only the undelivered tanks on the current Army order . It i s expected that an order for two hundred and sixty (260) 
of these lia)lt tanks will be plo.ced by t he Briti sh in the near fut ure, when money becomes available . 

Approval hn:; been e;tven tor the export of the Jl- 3 11Bht tank draw­ings to Australis. The Australians expect to manufacture tanka and deeir e our designs as a point of departure . I n last week 's r epor t , reference . was made to an approval f or export of the 11.- 3 medium tank drawincs which will also be produced in Australia . 

Early in December, arrD.llaements were made to allow the British to use the Aberdeen Provine nround for a limited period unti l they can devel op facilities for themselves . The original authority incl uded only armor plate, but it has since been found necessary to extend it to omrunition components. The extension was to February lst, but from present indications it will be necessary to extend it still further , possibly until Uarch lat. 

Action is beine taken to furnish fifty (50) 4- inch Naval. guns tc Canada. The York Sate & Lock Company will net. as intenediary in this transaction. The cuns w1ll be overhauled in Canada and used on escort vessels be~ne fitted out a t Canadian navoJ. bases . ., 

Action has also been completed to make available to Canada eiGht (8) lQ-inch euns nith am:wnition (!'rom our harbor defenses), 20, 000 6nf1eld rifles , and twenty- five (25) 37 mm tank euns suit&ble for the Renault tanks turned over to CD.llada ftome months ago . 

The Cenadians are 0 011 supplying ~heir pr oaress r e!Jo rte on ;n-odue­tion in Canada. These have been found to be very cOftplete and ru-e valuable to Ute ;far Department to iw.licate demands on the United States for assJ.a­tance in cnrrying out the procurement , 

Request has been rec eived to make available any remaining Lewis aircraft machine guns in stock. There still reJ:Iain several hundred of these cuns in overseas depsrt.ments . All stocks in the United statos wer e turned over to the British last Juno . The type is obsolete and it is pr obable that t he remainin(' guns and their sp~;~re psr ts w1ll be mo.de availo.bl e to t he British. 

D!tuSm!D 
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The British have supplied to ~2 a list of plants in this country which hnve munitions orders from theo. This ll.st 1a needed for protection studies. 

Within the last few days a conference has been beld with the British to standardize the ammunition for the 20 rmn Hispano-suiza IJiln . It se<m~~~ probable that the British l!lOdel of this ammunition will be produced in this country. 

Tlfo months ago, the War Department i n response to an urgent nritish request offered 10, 000 6xJO binoculars on an exchange basis of one for one. These were reconditioned binoculars , in serviceable condi­tion. The British were u:mrilling to accept. this proposal and have made a counter- proposal of 550 for 1000, tbat is, they will ;:ive us later from an order with Bausch & Lomb 550 new binoculars for each 1000 old binoculars turned over to them. The situation is very acute on supply of binoculars to the !lritish Army and it se<r1s probable that some arraneements will have to b e made to assist them in obt.dning im:!lediate supply. 

It is understood that Mr . Arthur B. Purvis, Chairman of the British Purchasing Commission, brou;;ht from Eneland a revised statement of reQ\li re­menr.s for 1941- 1942 covering aircraft, merchant veosels, and ordnance. This program is much wner than any here+,ofore coming to our attention and indicates a very heavy demand on our production facilities . 

The British Purchasing Commission is using its facilities to send samples of military equipoent I'll ich we desire to send to the United States 
~lilitary Attache in London for dCJDOnst.rat.ion or to~t ;::urposes . It is not J"lSS:lble to sell sa'!lplea of U:S. items to the Eritish, hilt it has been found practicable to send s~los to the llilit.ary Attache and Give him authol:'ity to deronstrat; or expend as the case IT.icht require . 

The British Artairalty has sup~lied a complete 9rogram for items which they v1oull'i like to get from the United States Government stocks and items for which orders must be placed. It is noted that one of the most pressing requirement<! is for IJilns to ann merchant ships . A eonsiderlible number of 7x50 binoculnrs fol:' use on merchant vessels is also en ur&ent re­qu!rement. These are needed to spot a:lrcraft and sulr.larines and thus £1ve the merchant vessel ~.chance to defend itself. 

In vie'" of im.Jending r.c tion on the Lend-Lease Bill, closer contacts with the British Purchasing Commission are developing. Hany technical con­feren<:es with per sonnel of the 7/u.r and !lavy Departments have been held in tho recent past which W'O layin;: the ground ,., rk for action to be taken under the Lond-Lense Bill . 

Dl~riO 
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BRAZU. 

The ErazUi an L!Uito.ry Commission which moved to Ne-« York several 1110nths aeo has r et\U'lled to 17ashinsf;on. 

Further !tudy is beint; given to a procurement program for armBJllent Cor Brazil. This program exceeds $200, 000, 000 and is i"'practicabl.e or execu­tion without financial aid from the United States . 

NETHERLANDS 

llecotiations are in proaress with t'!e .finchester Repeating Anna Comr.any to create a S!Oall arms ammunition pl ant to produce 260,000, 000 caliber .30 and 13, 000, 000 caliber • 50 cartridges. 

This tim is also estimating on the costs and equipment neerled for the plant to produce small arms amnnmition in Java . The Compa.nor has been tol d t hat ther~ is no objection to preparation of this estimate, but that the purchase of the machines and their e:<pe>rt Will be questions which v1Ul have to be settled later . 

The Dutch are also neJlOtiatin& with ·.linchester to purcha!le 500, 000 caliber . )OJ c::.rtridges Tlhich the 2ri tish P..u-chesing Commission rejected as unsuitt<bl.e for use 1n the l!ren gun . 'nle head thickness "-as too ~;reat for the aren {lUn, but seems to be suitable for types of weapons on hand in the lletherl amls Indies . 

Action i! beint; taken to J:urnim eighty (SO) 3-ineh obsolete Naval guns and a quantity of loaded projectiles . Theue are being turned over to the Arrrzy for disposal throul!h an intermediary and will be o-.crhauled 1n sn American plant before shipment to the £ast Indios . 

BELGIUJJ 

Arren:;<m~-nts have been cO!!Ipleted to turnish 7,100 "nfield rifies to the Bel r;ian Congo. 

It has been leamod that the Clill&dians will !'urnish .50, 000 rounds of 75 rnm a hells to the -.reeks. Theac aro shells originally l'rom U.s. stocks which v:ero turned over to the !lritish last June but never exported from Cnnada. The Grul-..s Will b" able t.o use th& shell, the po•;der, end tho 1\l~e and a.~semble t heoo components to their own eartridte cBses and primer s in -:;reece . '!'his will maY.o the azr.munit.ion ~uitablo for the 75 = Schneid~r Pack Howit7.cr . It is expected that they wUl re~uest that wo furnish a quantity of ~:-1.6 1\lzea. T'ne 111: III 1\lzes. with these shells ~tre not suitable ror use in the lowor zones of the pack howitzer. 

II!Cl1SS111ID 
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The orieinnl Greek request inc~uded 75 11111, 10.5 mm and 155 mm a'llJuuni­
tion, but it seems irAprobal>le t h&t a~ of theee can be supplied 8.!: u .s . Arrny 
surplus. The Navy DepArtment has, however, iurni~hed 10,000 6-po)Jllder she~, 
a type now obsol ete in the Navy , 

An effort is being rn~<de to c et the Chinese j nt.:resteri in biddinl! !'or 
30,boo,ooo rounds of 7 ,62 caliber cartriu::e~ on order 1·or Finland with t he 
Winchester Company. The Finns previousl y offered these cartridges t o the 
Chinese but were told that th& type i s manufactured in Chi na and that t he 
Chinese are not , therefore , interested i n lr~ying any stocks i n this colmt r y , 
It is, of course, our vi~v that t his ~rge quantity of sma~ arms ammunition 
should be put to use and for this r eason i ts availability in this country 
has been mentioned to the only belligerent nat i on usinu some Russian eq\\ip­
ment a t the present t ime, which is China . 

ROUlll~KlA 

The Roumani an GovLrruncn t hae 30, 000 G<<llPns o!: Toluol and a con­
sider able quanti.ty of barbed ''lire 71hich it tlesires t o sell . It has J-,,cn 
foWld impossible to expor t t hese i t erns to ?.ownania . Recommendation has 
been rne.de that they O'.arket these stocks throul,!h a 1J .s . firm to a friendly 
foreien _coyerrunent . Tho ~epublic Steel Company represcn Utt..ivo wa~ intr<>­
duc"d in connect ion r:ith tho disposal of the bu-betl vrire anti at ler.st one 
manufactur er ~~ be intel·ested in bu,yinii the tol uol. 

Nu!1.".hY 

Steps are in proe>·e~ to make e.v-"ihbh tw~nty-five (:t5) :3'-'i.nch 
Kavt.l broadside r,•r.ms of an obsolet e model and a quant.i ty of ;>rqjec~Ues , 
These items are beinp, transferred from the l!avy tlep&rtment to thCl .,ar !JC­
partrnO<nt for disposal 1·hrou<:h an i ntel'roediary . 

f'or th~ Clearance Committee , /,l"'ll;' & Jlavy Huni tions Bonrd: 

c :IAitL\.S f'IllhS, 
Colonel , Coast i.rtillct"; Corps , 

Chairnaan 

ClC!.Wl!O 
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Report No, 71. 

ARM Y AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 
I 

WASHINOTON, D.C. 

January 28, 1'141. 

loiEVt»>ANDUll TOa The Secretary of War 
The Secretary of the Navy 
The U"der Secretary of tho Navy 
The Aeeietent Secre~ary of War 
Tbe Auietant Secratary of the Navy 
The Deputy Chief of Staff 
Tbe Chief of Naval Operations , 

SUBJECT• Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions , 
I 1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to time, 

a brief report on foreign inquirieo for military equipment, the foll aw• 
ing notes are mdea 

BRITISH PI.IRCI!ASD!G C0!4!ISSI ON 

A request bas been received that there be furnished from u. S, 
ordere thirt y thoueand (3o,ooo) 37 11111 A.P. ehot to balance comp·onente 
received from other plants executing British orders. It seems that the 
British have not obtained deliveriee !rom the National Pneumatic Company, 
the contractor for tho projectiles , Thie firm expected to be in pro­
duction in December 1'140, but cannot produce until WArch 1'141. Thie ia 
an example. of several casee which have co~ta to our attention where optimis­
tic promises of production have boon made to the British and it 'fts f ound 
necessary to aek for assistance from U, s. production t o make it possible 
for them to obtain complete articleo, 

Recent export licensee carry one hundred fifty-nine (15~) Con­
solidated 4- cmgined bombers , Tboee, of eoureo, are future deliveries and 
include the remining twenty ( 20) of the concession ude by the U. s. some 
months ago to allow the British to obtain the first twenty-o~ { 26) of 
these bombers, . 

Several licensee show deetirletione as ths British Gold Coost, It 
is noted with interest that one (11 Vartin bombor and oome Caliber ,50 and 
Caliber ,30 ammunition are elated for this destination, 

The Canadians are asking for bomb ballistic tabloo for uae in con­
nection with the testing of bombs in Cenada derived from deliverieo from 
American manufacturers , Thia particular request in't'olYes the only r ea:ain­
ing eaeret Army item not released to the British some months ago, A atudy 
is baing made to determine whether the time has cone to consider the release 
of theee tablee, 
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In previous reports , mention waa made of eupply of eight (8) 
10-ineb guns to Canada f rom our harbor defenees . Canadian engineers are 
here at t he preeont time otudying the type of implaoament to be built in 
Canada for these guna. The eight (8) guns will be grouped in four (4) 
bo.ttoriee and all wil.l be inotal.led at the east coast points. 

The Canadian authorities are negotiating with the York Safe and 
Lock Company to handle the details of the dis1110unting of the lo-incb guna 
in thia country, aa well ae the financial features of the exchange eon­
tract. 

The ammunition for the 20 mm Hiepano-Suiza aircraft gun has been 
standardized on the British model. Action baa also boon taken in coll a­
boration with tho Britieh to atandardiu the type of gun which will bo pro­
duced in the United States. 

A production priority hae been requested to obtain double driving 
springe for Caliber .50 aircraft machine guns being manufactured for the 
Br itish. The old single driving spring previously furnished with thaoe 
guna ia not suitable. The priority deoired ia for supply f rom the order 
of the United Statoa Army for spare parte. 

A complete eat of drawinga for the Y- 3 light ta.nlt baa bean furniabed. 
Thi a involves aevsral thousand drawings and is a preliminary to the place­
ment of an order for about two hundred sixty (26o) lol-3 light tanks rlth the 
American Car and Foundry Company. 

follow• • 
As of January 11, 1941, the situation on British orders was ae 

Aircraft 
others 
Capital Aeeiatanco 

Total 

BELGI!!U 

$1,515,574,016. 70 
1, 621,862,358.91 

171,489,734.57 

$3,3o8,926,llC.18 

In a previoue r6port, r sferonce was made to tho action of tho War 
Department in aupplyint 7,100Enfield rifles f or uaa in the Belgian Congo. 
17e are now advieed that the British are planning to furnieh tho am:unltion 
for thoee rif'les, with one mil.lion rounds to he suppUed in the period, 
February to April inclusive, and six million additional hetora the end of 
July. 

O[&lAS!IIi!D 
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The Netherlands Government is tho oecond largest purchaser of ll!llldtiona. The statue or ita orders aa of January ll, 1941, waa as .follows• 

Aircraft 
others 
No capital aesiatance 

Total 

~44, 6,51 ,';100 
38,648,?00 

$83, 300,8oO 
~·or the Clearance Coi!Zllittee , Army .t llavy l.lwdtiona Board1 

CHARLES HINES , 
Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps , 

Chair:aa.o . 

llaAS!ID 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

!IEl!CJ\ANDIJil F<R GE!'~m~AL E. 1.1. \YATSON, 
Secret ary to the President , 

Tho t:hite House. 
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Enclosed for the information of the Preeident ia 

Report No . 72 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for 

Production of Munit i ons. 
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~ PAtt::::=.__ 
Robert P. Patt erson, 

Under Secretary of Uar. 
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Report No , 72. 

ARM Y AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

February 4, 1941. 

A!EM0l\AND1l11 TO: The Secretary- of War 
The Secretary of the Navy 
The Unde~ Secretary of the Navy 
The Assistant Secretary of War 
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
The Deputy Chief of Steff 
The Chief of NavaJ. Operations. 

SUDJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of l4uni t ions. 

1 . In accordance with instructions to eubmit from time to time, 
a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipnent, the follcming 
notes are made: 

BRITIS!! PURCHASING C<M!ISSION 

Six of the B-24 Airplanes rel eased by the Vlar Departcent have been 
delivered by t he Consolidated Aircraft Corporation to the British, Tlle 
question of the supply of govel'I!Illent furnished equipnent has now arisen. It 
will be necessary to furnish the equipment for these six ( 6) airplanes, and 
the remsJJting twenty (20) to be delivered later, from stocks procured by the 
Air Corps and originally intended for these twenty-six (26) airplanes. It 
is expected that replacement of the govei'l'lr.lent furnished items will be handled 
by orders to the o:1.c:inal rnanuia.cturers, who will be directed by t he Air Corps 
contracting officer to forward the bill to the British for settlement, , 

To enable the British to make a t est of a Garand rifle, now in England, 
the l'/ar Department is making availt~ ble to the U. S. Hili tary Attache in London 
a quantity of cartridge clips. These were apparently not procured· at the 
time of the original acquisi t1on o£ t he r1ne. In this connection, a per­
mission has a.lso been eranf.ed to the Winchester Company to soli one Garand 
r1ne to Canada for t ests by the Canadian Air Force , 

It is informally- understood that the financing of thirt.y_,ix (.36) 
lieht tanks and twenty (20) B-l7C airplanes has been arranged. These two 
ureent transactions have been at a standstill for several weeks because of 
the British financial situation. 

Canadian engineers are inspecting 10-inch gun emplacements to obtain 
the necessa.ry technical information to construct similar cmplacamenta in 
Canada, As reported previously, the guns concerned are from our harbor de­
f enses and will go to east coast points in canada, Three guns from the harbor 
defenses of the Delanre ldll be immediately dismounted by the York Safe & 
Lock Comoany which has also been awarded' the exchange contract , The original 

• , G!ll!.~ll!D 
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project called for 2,000 rounds of armor piercing am1~tion for these auns. This quantity is now beine reduced to 800 rounds for economy reasons. It aeecs that· this action was made necessary because the procurement progre,. for Canada, broucht bock from Ensland by ur, Howe, Canadian L!inister of ~tions, calls for much lareer financial assistance from Canada on muni­tions ordors in the near J.\lture , 

Final action bas boen taken to J.\lmish to Canada fii'ty (50) 4-.inch naval guns and a quantity of ammunition for them. These guns l'lill lio mounted on canadian patrol and escort vessels , 

In previous reports , a reference has been made to a project !or a proving Braund in Nerr Jersey. Thia project alntost died because the options to acquire the land were not exercised , Action has no" been taken by t he British to take up these options and it is assu:ned that the project can no-.: ,proceed. The area concerned is near Atlantic City and is laree enoullh for long range firing. 

Ar.ranr,:ements have been completed to make availsble one hundred and thirty (130) toM or tetryl for urgent needs in Crest Britoin. This tetryl is neaded tor loading of boosters for Dri tish type bombs. 

Agreement has been reached With the Briti sh coverinr.: the details for the production or the 20 mm l!ispano-Suiza gun. For a t.U.e, it seemed that two types or this gun were slated for manufacture in this country, but a conferonce has e]jndna ted the differences o.nd >till lead to the production of a type which rrill be suitable for both u.s . and British needs, 

Approval has been &ranted !or the intercnanco of infor::1ation on small arms ammu.n:ition production between the !l.eminzton Arms Co:npany and Defense Industries , Ltd , , of Canada , its Ce.nadian affiliate. ' 

The duties of the Amy-i-/avy-British Joi."lt Aircraft Co.n.'llittee have been broadened to include a consideration of aircraft requireoents or other countries than the British Dnpire. The British members are still retained on the Committee for considora tion of thtt needs of other countries , because or the bearing or all aircraft requircment3 on those of tho British Dnpire. 

An offer to make available five hundred and thirty-t·:ro (5J2) Lewis aircraft guns hao been made, but tho British have not yet indicated whether they Trish to · take these guns . They arc locat~d in our foroign ean-iaons, are obsolete, and arc sil:lilar to the !aree quantity !'Urnishe<l to tho British last June, 

Arr~~ngements are boinr.: made to interchange on loan one A.'!lcriClltl type thirteen and one-hall foot heisht finder ror a British oi.ehteen loot in­strument.. 

As the British provinc ground raclli ties are not yet ready , 1 t is pro­
MIWlllD 
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bable thnt the use of Aberdeen Proving Ground for amor plate nnd a.mmu.n1 tion component testin~ rlill have to be extended anothnr 1:1ont.h. The Aberdeen Proving Ground has been used for the past two months to test matP.riel ulti­mately destined for tho British and this has been leeally done by. paving the work per .rormed for American manufacturers . . 

Penzd.ssion has been granted to 
the S;>erry-gyro-at3billzer to England. 
medium tank program. 

the British to send the drawinl!s for 
This stabilizer will be used in the 

Two 4 .2-inch chemical mortars will be sent in the near futuro to the Uilltsry Attache in London, Er\5land. These are to be used for demonstration to the Britieh War Office. The request orieinatod with Colonel Barley, Chemical Warfare Officer of tho British A>'IIY, wl.., was in this country several months ago. Arraneements are also in course to detormine whether a qu.nntity of empty shells :from a current U. s. order ca." be rurnished for these 1110rtars by allo\'linc the Br1 tish to place an order !or the ti.rst one thousand (l ,000) shells. 

Funds and authority have been recei ved by the Chilean Qabassy to order forty-eigh-t; (48) Pack HOITitzers and am.'1lll1lition or u. s . r.dl11;aey design. !1; is our under!ltanding that these funds lfere derived f rom cancel ation of an order held by the Krupp Company of Gemany. 

An order has been placed with an American .fi= for sixty (6o) 81 = trench mortars . Ammunition for these r.tortnrs will be procured from another 
American fitm. 

Several weeks ago 1;he Chinese Government subm11;ted a very large pro­curement program for aircraft and annamont . This has since boon amended 1;o include only trai.nin& airplanes and smnll anns ammunition . It seems il:lprobable that any of the items requested can be furnished before 1942. A sueee31;ion 
has been oade thl;t the Chinese renew their request if and when the Lend..Lease Bill is p.li!Sed and 1 t can 1;hen be detemined whethnr priority for supplies is 
to be cranted to Chinn. 

GllEEX:B 

AcUon has been taken to make available ton thousand {10, 000) 6-pounder naval sholls . These are said to ba urgently needed for a nti- tank use . The tYPe is an obsolete navel caliber and -t;he nmr.tunition hss been trensferred to tho War Department for disposition. Four thousand (4,000) rounds will be ready by Februa..7 7, 191.1. t 
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The Greek !ti.nister .has also asked that his contract for thirty...o!ive 
(J5) Cc.mtinental W-670 engines (aircraft type) ba not disturbed. These are 
evidently needed for r.~aintenance of training planes already in Greece. 

NORWAY 

A request for seven (?) additional Fairclul d tr~i~ers for the Nor­
',1eeian Air Trainine School in Canada has been recei ved. The Fairchild 
Corn,any has already supplied fourteen (14) o! these trainers . It will be 
recalled that the lfo~megian Goverrment ;l.s engaged in a very active air 
training program in Canada, 17i th a view to maintenance of squadrons in the 
Royal Air Force , 

A marufacturing license !or the Hawk 75-A plane for production in 
Iran has been approved, This is at present an obsolescent model for the 
U. 5 . Col)di tions for t.>re release of this manufacturing license include a 
provi.so thnt there will be no dissipation of U,S, efforts in personnel and 
machines to create a plant in Iran as l one as the aircraft situation in the 
United States re.'!lains critical, 

SOCONY VACUUM OIL COJ.!PANY 

A r ecent report rrom the Socon,y- Vacuwa Oil Com,any showin!l export s 
of petroleu.'ll products during the fou,rth quarter of 1940 i ndicates that , out 
of a total of 1,55? , 000 barrels exported Japan got 9?8 ,000 barrels. This 
was ttainly piesel fuel and crude oii. t/o aviation gasoline was shi pped dur­
ing thflt period to Japan , 

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy ll!J.nitions Board: 

· CJiAP.LES HIJr,;s, 
Colonel, Coast Artille.ry Corps , 

Chairman, 

0[t!A$\IIl0 
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'1'/AR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

/'" , • I:. :A-c.. 

FEB 13 1941 

UEilOR/JIDUiol FOR Gt:IIE:UJ. E. :J. \7ATSON, 
Secretary to the President, 

nte ,.,'hi te House • 

Enclosed tor t he informat ion of the President is 

Report No . ?3 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries tor 

Production of ttuni tions . 

Robert P. Patterson, 
Under Secretary of War. 
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Report tlo . 73. 

ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 

February 1:3, 194l 

l.!El.!ORANIMJ TO: The Secretary o! War 
,The Secretary o! the Navy 
The Under Secretary of the Navy 
The Assistant Secretary of War 
The Assistant Secretary of the llavy 
The Deputy Chief of staff 
The Cine! o! Naval Operations. 

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production o! Munitions. 

1 . In accordance with instructions to subalit from time to time, 
a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the !ollovd.ng 
notes are made: 

BRITISH PURCHASING COLI'liSSION 

Six (6 ) of the B-170 4-engine bombers h~ve been completely mod1fied 
and are avai.la ble for transfer to the British. T!le remaining fourteen (14) 
ships will be ready about February 21st . The British or ewe are being trained. 
to operate this type of bomber. The Ordnance Department of the Arrey is 
sending the guns and the necessary smal.l arms ammunition !or ono i'il.l. The 
airplanes are being concentrated at Sacramento Air Depot as rapidly as the 
mod1fications are completed at Doeing factory in Seattle. 

, , 
several weelal ago the British were authorized to take over the last 

thi.riy- s'ix (36) light tanks under production at the American Car and Foundry 
Cocpaey for A:nrq account. We nre now advised that becauae of financial d1f­
riculties it will be possible to take over only two of these tanks at the 
present ti.Jlte. '!'his will allOif at least a se::~pl.e for instruction and ex­
periment in England. 

Action has been taken to allow the British to buy t>Q (2) scout cars 
!rom t he White Motor Compacy and to furnish two (2) anti-tank guns to our 
Military Attache in London. These samples are intended for instructi on and 
experiment as in the case oi' the tanks referr ed to above . 

In order that some 37 mm ammunition may be provided fer the t'I'O tanks 
referred to above, ootion is in process to furnish six thousand (6,000) pounds 
of 37 mm powder and thirty thousand (30,000) A. P. shot to the American firm 
'1\'bich has the contract for loading this type of smmuni tion for British account . 
The contractors who were scheduled to supply these components have not been 
able to make deliveries as prolllised and the British have asked for emergency 
assistance from the United States. 

E.O. 1166 2. ~ l(li:) and 6(D) .. (ID 
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As another contractor is not meetine his dolivocy schedule for the 
Y7 mm anti- tank sun, the Dritish have olso asked that hal.t' the deliveries 
from commercial sources for suns of this type be allocated to them for the 
next f~t months , 

Action has been completed to furnish one hundred ond fifty (150) 
4- inch suns and seventy-£1 ve hundred (7 1 500) shell without cartridge cases. 
The materiel so provided was transferred trom the N"vy to the Army as surplus 
tor the purpose of making it available to t.l>e BM.t im . 

Re£erence has been made in previous reports to aasiatance being 
rendered by the Aberdeen Provini Ground to American manufacturers producing 
on British ordara 1n teat.i.ng the current output of ammunition e0111ponents and 
armor !)late. The time for use of tbe proving ground hrus been extended several 
tilles in the past because the British are not yet prepared to make their own 
tests 1n tbis country. It now seems probable that a further extension to 
!lay 1st >lill be necessary and it is hoped that by that time British !)roving 
ground facilities w1ll be available . 

Information has been received that the British Uovernment expects to 
make a ~1ft of two complete 40 mm Bofors guns to the United States Government. 
One of these guns is already at Aberdeen Proving ()round and the other vtill 
be forwarded shortly !'rom Entlland. The 'i{tJr Department is much interested in 
the Bofors gun as its combat record in England has been excellent . 

An unusual request just received is for one thousMd (1 1 000) caliber 
, 45 pistols, by diversion !'rom a U.S. contract. It is represented that these 
pistols are neerted for operations planned 1n the near future . 

A study is boi.ni made ot the British progra which would probably be 
undertaken 1£ and when tho Lend-Lease Bill is passed. As Jl' eviously noted 1n 
our reports 1 this program is much larger than ever before contemplated. 

For the Clearance Committee, Anl\Y & Navy !.!unitione Bonrd: 

CHARLES HllftS , 
Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps, 

chaihnan 

IIIUSSIIII 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

llEMORAJIDUJ,! FOR GENERAL E. ll. . WATSON, 
Sec'retary to the President, 

The Whit e House . 

FEB 2 5 1941 

Enclosed for the information of t he President is 

Report No . 74 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for 

Production of J!.unitions . 

Robert P. Patterson, 
Under Sect•etaJy of War. 
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Report No. 74 

ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 
WAIHINGTON ,D. C:.. 

Febl"U6l'Y 19, l9l,l. 

lo!E!.!ORAIIDUM TO: The Secretary of war 
The Secrotnry of the Navy 
The Unde.r Secretary of the Navy 
The Assistant Secretar;y- of war 
The Assietant Secretary of the tlavy 
The DepO.t~ Chief ·of staff 
The Chief of !laval Operations. 

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquirie.s for ProC:Uction of l.!unition~. 

1. In accordance with instructions to subnit !'rom time to time, 
a hrief report on fore18n inquiries for military equipnent, the foll<rr::!ng 
notes are made: 

BRITISH PURCI!Af>ING COJ.ll.USSION 

The first B-24 tour-engined bomber of the six alre~ delivered 
has been J l ov,n to La Guardia Field, New York, and will Shortly proceed to 
b'neland. The first six ships of the twenty-six to be eventually obtained 
on this contract with Consolidated Aircraft Corporation will not have any 
armament. The remaining twenty airplanes will be equipped ~11th necessary 
armament 1 and steps are being taken to supply tbe armament from existing 
stocks with replac~ent later by the British. SnJall arms lllllliUilition need­
ed for an initial fill is be:!ne made eva.i.lal>le tram a quantity authorized 
for supply in connection w1 th the deal for tmlr.ty B-l?C a.irplanes . 

Arrange:~ents have been colliJI].cted to 1'on.-crd two 4 . 2• chealical 
mortars to the American l.!ilitary Attache in England, T:ith authority to 
demonstrate these mortars to the Dritish . Arrangements have also been 
made to 1Urnish the first one thousand shell on a current u.s. contract . 
These are empty shell which >~ill be filled in En(ll.and and used in the 
demonstration referred to above . It is inter esting to note that the 
British made it possible to begin the contract for the manufacture of 
the shells by providine three essential machine tools. The supply of 
these machine tools made it po soible for the manufacturer to get into 
production several months in advance of the til!le orig:!nslly scheduled 
for the u.s. order . 

Action has been completed to make ·available six thousand pounds 
of Y1 mm pom:ler and thirty thou,.and 'J? m ; . . P . Shot. This was necessary 

wusm 
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to enable the British to load immodiately mough )7 111m A. P. shot so that 
a sup;>ly can be made available in »>sland for several light tanks due t o 
be shipped in tho immediate future , 

Action has also been cgmpleted t o supply the British Admiralty 
with the follcming o 

• 300 3" naval broadside gun4 

18, 000 loaded and fuzed projectiles for these guns , 

This materiel was obtained by transfer from t he Navy Oepnrtment and is 
the subject or an exohllnee contraot ~ t ho War Department under the pro­
visions of t he Act of July 2, 1940. 

The British have supplied the drawings for their six- pounder anti­
tank gun . In addition, the War Depul;ment isasking the British Government 
to supply two complete euns of this type with the necessary accessories and 
a quantity of anmunition. It is expected that these guru~ will be tested 
at Aberdeen Proving Orcund to determine whether they are superior to current 
U.s. models . 

h conference has been arraneed to determine what can De done to 
expedite the entry into t he United States throuen the Customs Service of 
samples or the British equipment . \7ays and means ·dll be soucht to 11ft 
cortain restrictions on the importation of such samples, and it is expect­
ed that soce relief can be !UT8.118Cd to ease a difficult situation where 
the matter is one of regulations r:~ther than law, 

The British C~vornment' has been asked for tho specifications and 
the t esting methods for t iDe ~tzes to determine whether any changoo should 
be made in our ~Hn acceptance methods for fuze~ of these types , 

The Priorities Board is now giving attention to preference ratings 
ror foreign orders. Heretofore, foreign orders have had no standins in 
the schedule for preference ratinea . 

1/ETHEIU.Il!IDS INDIES 

A r-eport has been received tho.t the Netherlands Indies is pur­
ch:lsing the remaining thirty Jrll.lion (30, 000, 000) rounds of ? . 62 aml!tt­
nition on band at the :/incltester Repeatinc Arms COtl?ll~' for the account 
or Finland. In connection llitb this trarosaction, fivo hundred (500) 

DftlASSIRED 
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Hotchld.ss guns have been obtained by the Finns to make it poeaible to 
use this ac:mn1tion, and n"" barrels tor t.heao &UJlS are said to be on 
order with Iver John11on Cornpaey. 

Action has been com;lleted to sup;>ly t.r.enty- tive (25) )" naval 
broadside guns and titteen hundred (1500) loaded and fuzed projectiles 
to tJle Government ot l!orvray. · The so were made available by the llavy 
Department and are to be used on Norwegian merchant ships. 

For the Clearance Co~nitteo, Army & Navy Munitions Boordr 

Ci iARL!IS HINES, 
Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps, 

Chsinnan 
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' WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

WMHINGTON , D. O, 

lmiORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. V. WATSON, 
Secretary to the President, 

The White Houae. 

MAR 3- 1941 

Enclosed for the intormation ot the President is 

Report No. 75 on the subject of ~reign Inquiries for 

Production ot Munitione. 

~P Btt::J :............ -
Robert P. Patterson, 

Unqer ~cretary of War. 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS SOARD 
' 

WASHIHOTOH.O.G. 

Pebru&1'7 27, 1941 

Report No • 75 

l!DIO!WIDUM TO: 'n1e Secretary of lrar 
The Secretary of the Navy 
1he Under Secretary of Ute Navy 
The Aasiata.nt Secretary of war 
The Asaieta.nt Secretary of Ute Navy 
The Deputy Chief of Sta.Cf 
The Chief of Naval. Opera tiona. 

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of MW'Iitions. 

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to time, a brief report on foreign inquiries for military 
equipment, the following notes are made: 

BRITISH PURCHA5ING CQI!liSSIOII 

There has been received from the British Purchasing Commission a reviaed report of orders placed in th18 country, together w1 th the production schedules. Th1s r,eport. waa found neeusar;y to enable the War Department t o malce studies of 
production possibilities in connection with increased aid to 
the British. 

In compliance with a r&quest of the War Departnent that procurement contracts on British orders be furnished, 
a large number of these contracts are now avallabe. These contracts will be valuable in tha administration of the War Department interests in the Lease-Lend Bill. 

For the information of t he Chief of Steff, a list has been complled of assistance gi'fen to Ute United States in the form or information and samples by the British. '!'be number of items 1e surprisingly large, indicating clearly Utat the 
British are cooperating in Gvery way in supplying us with 
their latest military developments and, in addition, furnishing captured German material for study. 

'lhe drawings for the €>-pounder antitank gun, which will supersede all smaller eizes in the British Army, have been reoei ved and turned o• er to the ordnance Department for study. 

• 
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It 18 understood t hat the Co.Ueion ia preparing a 
study ot the a aeietance 'llbich the British would like to obtain 
under the Leaee-Lend Blll. Particular attention is being given 
to itEIIII8 which can be made illlllediately available under the 
authoriu.tion for supply .from currant appropriations or stocks 
ot material not exceeding $1,300,000,000 in value. 

The Lease-Lend Bill will probably also cause a considerable 
reorganization ot the present British Purchasing Coamiesion 
which may take the ton. of a large ~rase in the Washington 
office and a corresponding decrease in the New York otfice. !his 
is to be expected because the whole organization which handles the 
details of purchasing is in New York; and if the United States 
takes over practically all the purchasing, it is not apparent 111\y 
a large organization would have to be maintained in New York . 
Correspondingly, the Washington organization will have to be 
increased to care for the increased liaison with the United 
States Government 1fllich will be necessary. 

A meeting was held by War Department officers with the 
CoiiiDi.ss.ioner of Cust0111s, with British representatives present, 
to work out '11&;'8 and means to bring into this country samples 
of British equipment needed for experimental purposes by our Army. 
It ,.,... finally decided that, for the time being, it will be best 
to have these samples brought in as British property as a matter 
of in tarn& t.ional courtesy. When imported in this lii&ODar, no 
duty is paid. The Briti sh have agreed that this is the best 
way to enable the United States to obtain samples and are taking 
the necessary ste,PS tp carry out the agreement . 

Tiro (2) of the IJ2A4 8t'!lcy" type light tanks have been shipped 
to England. The British are negotiating for iamediate supply ot 
six ( 6) additional tanks of this type. It will be recalled that 
the authcrity-,.,..s given to them to obtain the last thirty-six (J6) 
tanks on the vrar Department order with American Car and Foundry 
Company. 

Steps are in progress to furnish thi.rty-!our (J4) .)..pounder 
naval guns, together with a quantity or annunition, to Canada. 
These are intended for use on crash boats and are being made 
available by the Navy Department. 

D£~ 
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In connection with fire cont:-ol equipment for 10-inch 
guns recently sold to Canada, a study b in progress to detemine 
what !ire control equipment oan bs released !or the four (4) 
batteriea conoemed. 

'Ihe Canadians have &lao asked whether they can get a supply 
o! magazines for certain Lewis guns turned over to Great Britain 
by the United States laat June. It seema that no ugazines 
were furnished with the guns which went to Canada because all 
spare parta had been ahipped t o England, and it was illlpoasible 
to get them back. It aeeu probable that SOllie asaistance can 
be given es the Navy Department still has a stock of theae ugazi.nes. 

Several hundred Lewis guns sre still on band in Arrtq stocks 
in overseas poaaeeaiona. These have been requested by the British 
Admiralty and action is in progreas to detemine whether the 
commanding generals of the overseas departments will oonsant to 
their release. All other Lewis guns in Army stocks were turned 
over to the British last June. 

BRAZIL 

A retired army officer has been ordered to active duty 
to act as adviser to the Brazilian l.!ilitary Colllllission. I t ia 
expected that he will have to devote his time in the immediate 
future to a roundi.ng out of tha equipment required for armament 
sold to the Brazilians last sUDnar. 

Among the guns sold were ninety-nine (99) 6-inch guns o! 
British manufacture. 'Ills problem of securing some ammunition 
for these guns seems to be impossible of solution earlier than 

' eighteen months. An inqui.ey has been made to the British to 
determine whether they would be Willing to sell 20 1000 rounds 
to the Brazilians 1'rom stocks in England. Advice has been 
received that these guns are in active use and that no ammunition 
can be spared. 

Various estimatea have been made as to the cost o! 
providin& the equipment needed to round out the armament referred 
to above, and it is now apparent that all previous estimates 
were too low. It is now estimated that i t will cost approximately 
$12,000,000 to provide carriages for 12-inch guns, and ammunition 
for other guns sold to the Brazilians. 

D£MSm 
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There hae been some activity in procuring trucks to act 
as prime movers for the 6-inch guns. A firm in st. wuis has 
built a pilot model of a truck which is clai.msd to be adequate 

• for the traction of these guns. The actual supply of this truck 
' j_s dependent on procurement of axles from the firm which is 
producing for the United States. It seems probable that arrange­
mente will be made so that one set of axles cen be made available 
for the pilot truck and that the supply of nihety-eight (98) 
additional sets, required for the prilne movers of the remaining 
gune, will have to be deferred until the axle situation improves. 

GREECE 

Another urgent request has been received from the Greeks 
for a large quantity of field' artillery ammunition and guns. 
It has been found impossible to supply this need because of 
shortages in United States stocks. 

It .bas been found practicable to agree to a British request 
for the diversion of eight (8) tons of tetryl to the Greeks 
from an authorization granted to the British a few weeks ego. 

For the 

""~· '-"~'74~. 
CHARLES HINES, 

Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps, 
Chairmen. 
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2 AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 1 

WASHINOTON, D, C. 

!Larch 7, l94l 

l.lEI40RANDU!l FOR GENERAL E. ll. IVAXSON, 
Sec~etary to the President, 

The iihite l!ouae, 

Enclosed for the information of the President 

is Report No. 76 on t he subject of Foreign Inquiries for 

Production of Munitions. 

• 

LP~~· __ 
Robert P. Patterson, -

Under Secretary of War. 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 

WASHINQTON, O, C. 

llarch 5, 1941 

Reporl No. 76 

J.IEII.ORANWli TO 1 The Secretary of Y.ar 
The Secretary of the Navy 
The Under Secretaxy of the Navy 
The Assistant Secretary of t.ar 
The Assistant Secretary of the NayY 
The Deputy Chie£ of Sta!f 
The Chief of Naval Operations 

SlJBJEcr : Foreign Inquiries for Production of J.lunitions . 

1 . In accordance with instructions to su'blllit from time to 
time, a brief reporl on foreign inquiries f o r military equipc~ent, 
the following notes are made: 

BRITISH .fURC!!ASINO CO~IOl'i 

Infora~tion has been received ~hat the British are now in a 
position to finance the remaining thirly-four (34) tanks of the 
total of thirty-six (36) released to them recently from the pro­
duction of the A.or.erican Car and Foundry Company. To this ~ 
funds have been available only for two (2) tanks . These two (2) 
tanks (!aA4) d~ign, have been delivered, fully equipped, and 
are now on their way to England. The British have been much 
interested in our type of light tank !or use in a fast moving 
reserve unit i n England. They originally tried to get one 
hundred (100), l)lt it was found possible to let them have only 
thirly-six ( 36). Some difficulties are being met in placing 
the order for tanks with the American Car and Foundry Company 
because t he company does not wish to become involved 1n plaoing 
orders for equipment normally furnished by t he government. lt 
is hoped that thsse difficulties can be adjusted in the near 
f u-ture an:! t ile thirly-four (34) tanks, so urger.tly needed, ship­
ped ~0 Eng land • 

The sJMll arms am,mmi t.ion and the bombs to eo to England 
for the twenty (20) B-l7C planes, now being transferred, have 

been turned over to an in~ermsdiary for British account. This 
amnunition is equal to three months' requirements for the twenty 
(20) bombers . The armament for these airplanes is being sent 
to the Sacramento Air Depot for installation. It •ill consist 
of six (6) caJ.iber . 50 guns and two (2) caliber , 30 guns for 
each airplane. D£ClASS1fUD 
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The guns for the twenty-.s:!x (26) B--24 airplanes to be 
delivered to tb> British are being sent to the Consolidated 
Aircraft. Corporation, and all of these guns will be of the 
caliber .:30 type . No 83llll!Unition for them will be .furnished by 
the United States, It has been suggested to the British that 
they take llllllllll1ition frolll the B-l?C allotment to provide Ior 
the initial requirements for the B- 24'a, 

Arrangements have been made in consultation with the 
Commissioner of Customs for iJnportstion by the British Purchas­
ing Commission, as a matter of international courtesy, of 
samples of British and other ·foreign material needed for test 
purposes by the Army, The arrangernent was iJnl!lediately tested 
by the importation of twelve (12) boxes of flares as British 
property. In this connection, a study is being made of l egis- · 
lation which would be needed to expedite the importation of 
defense articles without duties or import taxes in case such 
action becol!les necessary under the Lease-Lend Bill. 

Because of some difficulties with caliber . 50 guns of our 
model in England, twenty-five (25) guns and a slllall quantity 
of ammunition are being sent to the United States ~itary 
Attache in London for the purpose of giving a thoroueh demon­
stration, An expert from the Air Corps is already in England 
who will demonstrate these guns to the British and give instruc­
tion in their maintenance, 

Arrangements are practically completed t o obtain from ~he 
.Navy, for Canada, fifteen thousand (15 ,000) magazines for Lewis 
guns , Th.e guns concerned were turned over ·to the British last 
June and were left in Canada, but no .magazines for them were 
furnished at that time, 'l'hrough error, all the magazines pro­
vided by the United States were sent to Engl and, and it has 
proved impossi ble to get any of them back. 

A quantity of ~wis aircraft machine guns is on hand in 
Hawaii and the Philippine Islands, These are obsolete guns 
for t he United States, and an inquiry was ·made by the British 
Admiralt y concerning their availabillty for sale to t he British, 
It has no~ been decided that none of these guns will be released 
from the overseas possessions. 

Prellminary Negotiation Reports , with numbers as hish as 
750, have been presented by the British, and ~ of them have 
been received recently. It is somewhat puzzling why they are 
still engaged in negotiations in view of the financial situa­
tion, ~y of these negotiation reports are alterationa, mere~ __ ..,.,., 

J: ~~~m..- ~-~.~,!'!'I,.,"" 
&u. 11662, Sec. 3(E) !IIU! Ji(D) or (iij 
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adding the namas of other suppliers , Inquir;y of the British 
indicates that thEU desire to continue to send these negotia­
tion reports and to obtain clearances on them, s o that they will 
be in a position to go ahead with them as funds become avail­able. 

Arrangements have been completed to forward to the United States !.!ilitary Attache in London, through the British Purchas­
ing Commission, two (2) 37 mm. anti-tank guns with a small 
quantity of ammunition, and a consif1UJlent of Signal Corps load­
ing coils and coMectors , This materiel will be demonstrated 
to the British Artlr!t. 

rhere has been considerable activity involving the ~. 
Navy, and British on the standardization of airplane bombs. 
Recollllll8ndat.ions have been drafted covering several types of 
bcmbs which will be put into production late in 1941 as stand­
ard equipment for the three agencies noted above. 

R!ISSIA 

The Russian orders in the United States as of February 15 
are as follows: 

Total orders: $52, 9?8,000, divided as follows: 

Aircraft 
Machine Tool s 
Motor Vehicles 
Non Ferrous lletals 
Electric Equi~ 
All others 

$ 16?, 000 
19 , 403,000 
1,798.,000 
3 ,90? ,ooo 
1,510, 000 

26,192, 000 

Of the amount for machine tools , the lJnited States has 
requisitioned for national defense purposes equipment valued 
at $3, 699 ,000 froc these Russian orders, 

SANTO DO.IIINOO 

A list of Arrr!;f and Navy material which the Government of Santo Domingo would like to get from the United Stat.es has been 
presented. Tbia list has been considered by a joint ~ and 
Navy board and inoluded in a progrBJJ1 now under development f or 
the Latin- AJnerican countries . 

URUGUAY 

A list of military and naval materiel has &0. 1166~ g, •.• ~ ••d O(D) ... (II 
also beon re-

I OSDI<t. ·~ 
Mf.IV ; 19 • BT, r 

... 



., 

/ 
r ~tlfiP r !!TIAL 

-4-

ceived from the Governcent of Uru~. Thi5 list 1s lll&inl¥ !or 
eircratt, All for Santo Domingo, ~he list has been considered 
by the joint board referred to above and is to be incorporated 
into the program recommended b)' this board. 

THAILAND 

The ten (10) North American planes detain.ed in ManU a 

have been requisitioned cy the United States. In addition, 
six ( 6) other airplanes which were not exported have also 
been requisition,ed. Negotiations to acquire these planes 
haV'e been in progr'8ss for several months with the Thalland 
Government; but neso~iatious have !ailed, and it 1s now 
necessary to resort to requisition. 

Throu~:h the British Fllr<:hasing Commission, the Greek 
Government has asked that the United States supply it with 
one hundred (100) mountain guns and a large quantity of 
am:nunition for them. 

The;y have also asked that fifty thousand (50,000) 11-46 
fuzee !or 75 mm. shell furnished !rom stocks 1n Canada be sup­
plied. These 75 lm!l , shell from Canada are heine delivered 
fro1a the quenti ty turned over to the British by our Government 
l ast June, The ll--46 fut;es are desired because they are more 

reliable 1n the lower zones of mountain guna than the old lOX In 
type furnished .,1:th the original ship:nent from this country, 

Decis ion has not yet been reached whether the "'""6 fuzes can 
be spared, 

POR'l\IOAL 

The Portuguese Government is having a great deal of dif­
ficulty in obtaining sixty-aix ( 66) tons of Till , Apparently 1 

a commercial export firm accepted an order !or this quantity of 

TNT and has none to deliver because it is not a producer ot 
Tl>lr , It seems improbable that this need can bo filled because 
the only w~ this T?\T could be obtained would be from a priority 
over United States deliveries , The need for TI.T tor United Statos 

loadin& orders is ao areat tr~t it is doubtful whether any such 
priority would be aranted. 

The Netherlands Purchasi!ll; Co111mission is tiYint to obtain 

Of~ 
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tour hundred thousand (400,000) pounds o! powder .for 150 - · 
navel ammunition which was placed with a co-areial firm. This 
firm did not have a guaranteed powder supply, and they are now 
attempting to obtain the powder by a priorit¥ over United States 
orders. The ammunition concerned is not an American eype and 
any powder ma.n\l.factured for it ~uld have to be o! special. web 
thickness . 

The Netherlands Purchaaing Coamission has also a sked that 
they be allowed to place orders for four hundred t-.enty-two 
thousand (422, 000) pounds o! powder !or the 4-inch navel guns 

made available to them by tho United States recently. A negotia­
tion report .for this po..Uer wu cliaapproved for the tilDe being 
becalltle of urgent United States needs. It seems probable that • 
the only wa;y the .'letherlands Indies can obtain the most urgent 
rsquirerents for explosives and Mtmunition will be to place the 
case before suoh agency as may be formed to administer the Lease­
Lend Bill and convince that agenc,y that preferential treatment 
should be accorded. 

For the Clearance Co!illllittee, Ar.rsy and Havy kunitions Board : 

Cl'.AJU.ES HlHES J 

Coast Art.illery Corps, 
Chairman. 

~RED 
E.O. 11862. Sec. 3(B) and 5(D) ot (E) 
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD 
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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON, 
Secretary to the Preaident, 

The White Houee. 

I!Aroh 20, 1941 

Enclosed for the information of the President 

is Report No . 77 on the aubjeot of Foreign Inquiries for 

Production of Munitions. 

Qu p _p_.tt:::"tt: -
Robert P. Patterson, 

Under Seeret~J of War . 

D£!USSIR!O 
E.O. 116&2, S."' :I<E• •nd 5(0) or (I!) 

OSD loll_., M01 3, 1972 
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ARMY AND NAVY M UNITIONS BOARD 
WASHINQTON, D. C. 

)larch 19, 1941 

Report No . 77 

JdEMCR.ANDUU T01 The Socrota'ry of War 
Th& Secretary of tho Nr.-.y 
The Onder Socrotr.ry of the N~vy 
The .Uda tant S ocrata.ry of War 
'l'ho .Utittant Sec.reta.ry of the N~vy 
The Deputy Chlo t ot Str.ft 
1'he Chief of Nr.val Oper&tiont 

SUBJECT• Foreign Inquiries for Production of ~itiona. 

1. In accor~ce with instructions to aubmit from time 
to 1tilne, a brief repot't on foreign inquiries for military equip­
ment , the following notes are made, 

BRITISH PllRCI!ASIIiG CO!miSSION 

Study is be~ gi•on to the supply or fire control equip­
ment &nd priJDera for 10-in<>h guna and ammunition ree>ontly sold 
to the Canadian Government, It seems probable that equip..,nt 
of this kind will have to bo furnished to complete tho equipment 
of the ~una sold. The York Sate and Lock Company, tho interme­
diary in this tranSAction, 1o busy at the present time in dis ­
mounting these guns for sh ipment to Canada , As noted in previous 
reports, they will be mounted at East Coast loo~tions. 

After many difficultie• wore mot, a conference was finally 
held w1 th the Amerio&n Car and Foundry Col:lpany to •ork out the 
details of the transfer of thirty- four ( S4) ~ mdel 11P,t 
tanka &uthoriEed for supply to the British GoYen!IDIInt. The Bri­
tish at first could not finance those tanka but finally obtained 
the money and have now made &rrangementa to obt&1n them. 

Study is being ~iven to preference ratings for British 
ordora . This baa lons been a critical situation beoauao ur&ont 
British order• without preference ratin&• were neceaaarily put 
on manufae>turing aohedulea below all of those for the United 
State• . A method haa boon oatabliahod to overcome this difn­
oulty and in.truotions iaaued by the Prioritiea Dividon of the 
01'fioe of Production IJ&nt.gemont. ; · : ~~llr !>. r.oo•uvolt Ll~ 

IIWSfiD 
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It has been let.rned tb&t the Winchester Repet.ting Ar.,. Com­
p~ b&a recently signed a oontraot with tho Britiah Purchasing 
CoJmnission for the following , 

105,000, 000 rounds, caliber ,45 cartridges 
167,000,000 rounds 9 mm. cartridges, 

This oontraot provides for conversion from one caliber to another 
within the quantities noted a bovo , 

There is also pending with W1ncheGtor " large contract for 
400,000,000 rounds of caliber .303 8Jilmlln1t1on. This oontraot ocn­
taino a buyer • s option to oontinue tl¥! produotio.n after the com­
pletion or the initial order at the regular rate, In discussing 
tb.l.o contract with the Win.chester representative, it 'WaS learned 
that the supply of' powder seems no lon&er to be the choke element, 
The present limiting factor is zinc for the cartridge oases. 

PERU 

I 
Tho Military Attache for Peru hao preoented requirements 

t:or material whioh b.l.s government would like to p rocure in this 
country, He was aske d to submit a list to the State Department 
where it will eventually )le routed to the Joint Advisory Board. 
on .American Republics for evaluation and prep~>oration of a proe;ram. 

NETHERUNDS INDIES 

The Netherlands Purchasing Commission continues to p lace 
e1table orders in this country for military materiel to be sent 
to the Netherlands Indies, Tho most pressing- need 1e for powder 
to be used in naval gun ammunition. They have asked that a prior­
tty over United States orders be granted for the supply of su£­
fioient ·powder to make up 5,400 rounds of 150 mm, a11111Unition . It 
seems that t his is ammmi tion for cruisers which lost thei.r spare 
ammunition stored on the beaches in Europe when the Ge~ns in­
vaded the Low Countries. 

GREECE 

A list has boon submitted by the Greek Government &howing 
requirements for immediate supply. Uost of these requirements 
are being handled by the British Purchasing Commission, It was 
possible, however, to make certain artillery and artillery ammu­
nition on this list Case No . l under the Lease-Lend Aot. The 
President signed a directi ve to supply this material to the Greeks 
on the day that the Lease-Lend Act was enaoted. Steps are in prog­
ress at t he present time to turn over the materiel to the British 
Purchasing Commiseio.n £or transfer to Greece, 

ll£ti.ASS1flll) 
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BRAZIL 

Action has been taken to fUrnish a set of axles, by priority 
over United states orders, for IUl experimental prime movor which 
the Brazilians hope will be satisfactory for towing 6-in.oh guns 
bought le.at summer from the. United States, 

There i$ also a pro ject for hi~ speodin& these 6- inoh guns 
by the installation of new wheels with roller bear ings and elec­
t>rio brakes. 

An official liat of equipm.ent which t he Brazilians would like 
to obtain from the United States has been furnished to the Joint 
Advisory Board on .Ain.erican Republics, This list is boing considered 
in the Latin AmSrican program, It consists of first and second prior­
i ty items and is a large requirement totalling about $200,000,000. 

LEASE-LEND ACT 

The passae;e of the Lease-Lend Act has l ed to several imme ­
diate aotions making available materi al to the United Kine;dom and 
Greece from existing stocks. Directives were issued by the Presi­
dent both to the War and Navy Departmellts covering the material to 
be rele ased, Action is in progress to transfer this material as 
rapidly as possibl e. 'rho four transactions to date have been clas­
sified by the President as "transfers" under the terms of: Section 3 
of the Act. Prices used in these transfers have been based on a 
definite policy of! e. fair price for each item considering its use­
fUlness to the United States . For example , all standard materiel 
has been cha<ged at 100 per cent the list price while some obsolete 
8- ineh howit•ers of World War mBnufacture have been allowed to go 
at 20 per cent of the list price. ' 

It is expected that the burdens imposed on the Har !Jepe.rtment 
by the Lease-Lend Act will ba handled by the existing agencies, and 
it is not expected that any great expansion or these agencies will 
be necessary to carry the additional bur detc. Active steps are in 

-pro&ress to take care of the records necessary and the details of 
pr-6cedur$ which will have to b e followed if the Act is to be admini­
stered with the ccleri.ty which the President desires , 

' 
For the Cleara.''lce Committee, Army and Navy Munitions Board: 

f:<".i:l! :: 11. !!~o. avolt l.il>I'U7 ., ... ,L · .,, .. ,\-wo 
l ; 'J f;. : '~~ :. lt 

l ' ' . \ lll ·,.!.) liit • U20C, II ( 9/27/tit) 

nato . -:2 - ':'L.l, - 1.. 3 

S!poa t11n. & -( .JF<!.Jl.t. 

• CHARLES HlliES , 
Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps, 

Chairman. 

DHWSiniD 
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Since ey l&et report, the situation is still far from being clear, 

but impor tant developments are on the wa;r: 

1. The anti-British mtiitar;r mova in Iraq was prematurely staged, 

and the rapidity w1 th which the British dealt with the situation l"esul ted 

in a temporar;r setback for Oerman;r. 

With the consent of Vichy, besides giving airfield facilities to 

the Germans , the French in Syria are giving German:r ever:r possible assist-

snce. 

Turkey tries strenuousl:r to maintain neutrality and at the same 

time to remain true to her pact with Greet Britain. At the moment she is 

busil:r engaged in parr:r1ng German pressure. 

In North A!'rioa tho impetuous German advance in Libya has been 

s topped by the British on the Egyptian bordor. Serious difficulties are 

encountered by the German and Italian forces in keepi.ng t heir supply 

routes open, and i.'le British are completing plans for a counter-attack. 

With the liquidation of the Italian fot•ces in Abyssinia, the 

British are moving their troops there to reinforce their position at Suez, 

Iraq and Libya. 

After capturing Crete, Gel"IICU\;r will occupy the Fl"onch colonies 

along the Mediterranean and Atlant~o coasts. To facilitate military move­

ments in North Africa Germaey will penetrate Spain and take Gibraltar. 

2 . Ger:ueny has not attained her o.xpected results in her Mediter­

raneo.n warfare or in the Atlantic. The ranks of the best Germo.n submarine 

officers have been seriously depleted by sinkings and oo.pture o. 
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). or course, the batUe of the Mediterranean is of paramount 

importance to England and only ill a lesser degree to German,y. According 
to Dr. Schacht, however, the Mediterranean is not the main bntUeground 
of Germany. 

According to current reports the predetermined German plan to 
attack the Soviet Union and to overthrow the Communist Government will be 
carried into effect early in JWla. Soviet Ruseia is increasing her sup­
plies of raw materials to Gorlllany with the hope of postponing the inevit­
able conf'lict. According to German plans, the German army will advance 
to the Volga River bafore September in order to finally solve the food 
question and to seize new resourcos and industrial districts. 

After September Germany may attempt invasion of England, but as 
to th!L t no d.ecision has yet bee.n taken. At the same time the German army 
will penetrate Spain and capture Gibraltar in order to facilitate the 
occupation of the Atlantic coast of North Africa to inore~se the effect­
iveness of her subm!Lrine warfare and to extend her grasp on Africa. 

During the next year Germany will advance to the Ural Mountains 
and from there reach out for Vladivostok. The above may seem to you 
fant~stic but barring unforeseen obstacles they will actually materialize. 

~. The Hess affair shows that despi te strict Gove~nt control 
there is internal fr.iction among the Nazis and discontent among the populace 
is increasing. Morale has been maintained by constant news of fresh 
victories. The Hess affair has important effects among the Nazis and the 
Gei'!IISll people becaus e be was fully in touch with wba t bad been going on~ 

5, Dr. Schacht is anxious for an interview with you on tbe German 
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and European situation, on the cooperation among China, Great Britain and 
America and the future political developments. He repeatedly requested 
that a meeting be arranged with you in neutral Switzerland for a few days 
which would be beneficial to China • . He requests me to have you set a 
date so that he may await you in Switzerland. · I have already reported 
this matter to the Generalissimo and shall appreciate a reply from you. 
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