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MEMORANDUK,

l, Call in the Secretaries of War and Navy,
and the Acting Secretary of the Treasury and instruct
them to give full cooperation to the end that the French
orders may be fllled by July, 1939, 1f possible; or as

goon thereafter as practicable,

2, Full release to be glven immediately on facil-
1tles for Douglas bomber and latest make of motors, in
additlon to release already given on Martin and Curtiss

planes.

3. Once the French orders have been contracted for,
a public statement should be made by the French authorities
to the effect that orders for planes have been placed in

thls country.

4, Do you prefer an American or a Canadian company?

January 11, 1939.



INFORMATION WHICH THE MAVY DEPARTMENT
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PATERT DATA:

Each bidder shall submit 4n triplicaty, with his bid, the following
classified inforsation; :

(1) llintnrp-munn-durmntrnllﬁﬁy his which cover amy por-
tion of the materisl which he proposes to furmish.

(2) 4 list of all patents covering amy portion of the materisl which
hnpmpnauturminhudud-rlhichh-hlicmud by others to
manufecture such material for the Govermment.

(3) A list of &all petents nw-riné &ny portion of the materisl which
he proposes mrw-hmw-mmmwmm
fecture such muteriel for Ghe Govermment.

Fhere no patents are involved under eny one of the above classes, bidder
shall state explicitly that such is the CaB@.

Where part or all of the materiel is to be furnished by a subcontractor,
bidder shall also furmish the above information in addition for that por-
tion of the material which 18 to be furmished by sueh subcontractor.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD N s f {

MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C,

Report No. 4. November 1, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Assistant Secretary of War.

SUBJECT 1 Foreign Inquiries for froduction of Munitions,

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from /
time to time brief reports of importent foreign inquiries for
military equipment, the following notes are made:

ermtms have been arranged

Within the las o
with the Signal Corps and the Militar:,r Attache' of Finland, covering
Signal Corps items which can be released for foreign negotiations.
Technical advice for the Finns was also obtained from the Chemical
Warfare Service in comnnection with samples of protective clothing
submitted by manufacturers to them.

At one of the recent conferences, the Finnish Military
Attache' mentioned that they are considering a shell forging order
for 76 mm ammunition. It was suggested to him that a plant in
Chicago which is nearing the end of an educational order for this
country might well be considered for a production order for the
Finns.

There has also been discussion of & requirement for about
700 tons of nitrog.'l_._ycerine powder, and we have been informed that some
difficulty is being experienced in negotiations for this type of powder.
There is only one source at the present time and its capacity seems to
be completely absorbed by other orders.

The most recent discussions with the Finnish Attache' have
been concerned with purchase of 230 pursuit eirplepes, or such part of
this number as can be obtained within a reasonable time. The Finns
have been referred to Seversky, Grumman and Brewster, and arrangements

made with these firms to have a conference at the Legation.
=y,

CANADA

On October 31lst a nce was held with the Counselor
of the Cenadian Legation and the Secretary of the Legation concerning
Canadien probable requirements in this country. Arrangements were made
for the Canadians to furnish to us a general statement of their probable
require ents, with particular emphasis on those which will require a
long time to manufacture.

¢ DELISSED

EO. 11652, Sec. 3E) and 5D) or (E)
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A Belgian Military ms¥ion is now in this country with

particular interest in obtaining 80 pursuit plspes and 20 2-engine
attack or light bomber planes. A conference has been held m&

TRTs 1T ssion and the STTYYon on eircraft reviewed with them.

They were given the names of certain companies to be approached in
connection with their requirements. Apparently this Mission is also
interested in proouring .50_calibser.snti=adrorafl guns on twin
mounts, but they were not able to advide as to the numbers or other
details and it was suggested that the question of procuring these
guns be taken up later.

{ uExIco P
An ingquiry was re rom the State Department on

behalf of the Mexican Embassy, regerding the availability of sources
for plloy.shigel to be used in the production of rifles in Mexico.
The names of some of the large steel companles producing alloy steel
were furnished to the State Department for transmission to the

Mexican Embassy.
e s e

C mmﬂ'ﬁ':g
There have been tects with French representatives

in the last few days.
Vajor Barbiere of the French ¥inistry of Armament conferred

with members of the Clearance Committee concerning the supply of ex-
plosives from plants in this country. He was interested in ahtamng
vt o deliveries on small arms powder and tetryl., It was pointed
out to him that the existing powder and explosive facilities are
practically all taken up with existing orders, but he was given the
nemes of explosive firms and particulerly was referred to Western
Cartridge Company, where an experimental tetryl plant producing’

very excellemt tetryl is in operation. It was also suggested that
he discuss this requirement for small arms powder with Western
Cartridge Company. His ettention vgs also directed to the new plant
of the Atlas Powder Company at anft’;‘:Misaauri, which is just getting
into production of TNT and will eventually have a capacity of about

one million pounds a month.
ilajor Barbiere explained that these immediate orders

would probably be the forerumners of much larger orders if capacity

in this country cen be found.
Another request from the French was for list of firms

who might be interested in taking orders for the following items:
75 mm gun tubes

155 mm gun tubes
155 Howitzer recoil mechanism end carriage

Small arms ammunition

Rifles
EO 11662, Sec. UE) and Hﬂ;u (E)
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A list of 50 or 60 firms was prepared and is now in the Navy Department
for coordination. It will be noted that quantities are not included
in this request, but from other information in the flles it is believed

' that any orders placed will be rather large.,

A conference was held on October 3lst with Colonel Jacquin,

' Special Representative of the French Air Ministry, in connection with

information on pe8%s. The interest was in 12 large _heavy duty,
flying boats, similar to the Navy Consolidated Air%f:&f‘t' A PB%“QH
Inquiry was also made as to the possibility of obtaining Qne. yery.lerge
4-engine fl}ring boat that could be used for ferry purposes. After
dTEeussion oI the characteristics, the Representative was referred o
three aireraft corporations vho might build such flying boats and the
Washington representatives of the companies named were contected with a
view to preliminary negotiations.

It was learned that the Douglas Aircraft Company had made
a contract for the sale of - gnes French. These
eirplanes were to be powered with B=- e aﬁmg E%g‘:ﬂ e Douglas
Company was informed by the Chief of the Air Corps that this type of
airplane had not been released for export and that until such time as
the airplane is designated as a production article, it is not eligible
for export.

Reference was made above to the French Ministry of Armament.
We understand from lajor Barbiere that a very high official of the

by

Ministry of Armament is due to arrive in this conmiux. withid. ihe,next
fféek or tern ™ THYE HHE" will be in New York in connection with buying for

EnE Franch Coveriments e were informed ales Lhal Lh4 MIRTSEw of
Armament wes constituted on Sept. 15th and has three divisionss

1. Metallurgical products

2« Machinery and equipment

S+ Chemicals and explosives. .
Colonel Jean is in charge of the first two of these divisions and
lajor Barbiere, who is an explosive expert, has the third of”the

divisions.
LS
.-.'.F.r" ‘ 3 / ; d._ )

CHAS. HINES,
cﬂlﬂ'ﬂﬂl- U-S-mrr’
Chairman, Clearance Committee,
Army and Navy lunitions Board.

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 11662, Sec. 3(E) and 5D) er (E)
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Haste: st ol

vk THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
] WASHINGTON

November 24, 1939

Dear Pa:

For the President's information
there is enclosed Report No. 6, covering
"Foreign Inquiries for Production of
Munitions", dated November 21, 1939.

Sincerely yo

General E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING

Report No. 6. WASHINGTON, D. C.
November 21, 1939.

MEMORANDUM For The Assistant Secretary of War.

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time brief reports on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notesz are made:

GREAT BRITATIN

Information has been received from the Washington rep-
resentative of North American Avietion, Incorporated, that the
British Government has signed & c

BC=l airplenes, c§?2%ete with engines. It is stated that the
first delivery ay, 1940.

In a previous report, it was noted that the British
Government made inguiry whether the design of the Colt 37 mm A.A.
gun could be releassed to them and the question was also raised
whether it would be permissible to produce this gun in Canada.
The War Department has decided that the design will be released
if an order for 1,000 units is placed, but manufacture of the
meterial outside the United States will not be permitted.

Informetion has been received from the British Embassy
that Brigadier General G. F. Collins and Colonel H. Gamble are at
present in the United States for the purpose of purchasing mules
for the Govermment of India. It is further understood that these
officers are at present in New York City.

CANADA

The Secretary of the Canadian Legation has made inguiry
concerning an estimate of cost and probable rates of delivery for
eighteen A.A. guns, together with fire control equipment, and

DECLASSIFTED
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95500 rounds of emmunition. This preliminary informstion is in
process of collection at the present time and if the Canadian Gov-
ernment decides to undertake orders the question of release of the
American designs will then be decided.

In the lest report mention was made of & request by the

Canadians for the use of Naval searchlight designs to be produced
in Cenada. This inquiry is still in process in the Navy Department.

FRANCE

The French Ordnance Wission in New York is negotisting
with USL Battery Corporation for the production of 2,500,000 20 mm
unloaded machined shell and 1,500,000 25 mm unloaded machined shell.
The representatives of the Corporation have visited the Committee
and have been informed that there will be no objection to the accept-
ance of such an order for the French provided any Army or Navy orders
in the plant concerned are not disturbed and the usual requirements
for secrecy in connection with any of our orders are observed. This
firm has no orders from the Army or Navy at the present time and
expects to use an idle plent at Long Island City, New York. The
Committee has urged that they consider the installation of machinery
of sufficient size so that it would be useful for 27 mm Army shell or

1.1" Navy shell,

The Military Attaché of the French Embassy visited the of-
fice and asked whether American Army inspectors cen be secured to
inspect the searchlights under procurement by the French. He also
vanted to know what the final acceptance tests for this material
should cover. He was informed that our inspectors could not be used
for this work and it was suggested that process inspection be omitted
and a final inspection made in accordance with our own stendards by
8 board of French officers. He was furnished our inspection and test
forms for the information of the board.

From Mr. L. E. Hoover, Vice President of the Auto Ordnance
Corporation, it was learned that the French have purchased 22000
Thompson sub-machine guns. He stated that the question of a supply
0 r L5 ammun for these guns had been raised by the
French and that there seems to be some difficulty in obtaining this

ammunition from Remington Arms Company. The Secretary of the Commit-
tee called Colonel Lombard and he in turn got in contact with the

DECLASSIFIED
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Mission in New York. It was then learnmed that the French are in-
terested in obtaining 10,000,000 rounds of Caliber .45 ammunition
for these guns and for possihble later orders for guns. Apparently
the cartridge companies are not particularly interested in taking
foreign orders for small arms ammunition and the Committee plans
to ascertain in the near future what is responsible for this atti-
tudﬂ-

LATVIA

Through the Stete Department, the Latvian Legation states
that the Latvian Government is considering contacting the American
Ordnance Corporation, New London, Connecticut, for the purpose of
purchasing 9 to 18 75 mm A.A. guns. This is no doubt the Davidson
gun, since it is known that this corporation owns the design.

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

The Commercial Counsellor of the South African Legation
esked for assistance in the procurement of 100,000 water bottles
(canteens) for the Government of South Africa. As there were no
reasons of military secrecy concerned with this item, the informa-
tion desired by the Counsellor was given to him and he was intro-
duced to the Washington representative of a prominent firm produc-
ing aluminum cooking utensils.

It was also ascertained from him that his government has
%g_g;ﬂsr in this country radio equipment valued at $195,000, and
»000 yards of cloth valued at $£,DDG.

s A A v

Information was received from the Chamber of Commerce
of the United States that a private firm in Bucharest had inouired
of the sources able to make immediate delivery of anti-sircraft
equipment. As it is known that the Rumanian Minister has been
meking purchases in this country, the correspondence was referred
to the Division of Controls, State Department, for their informa-
tion in case they desire to contact the Rumenian Minister concern—

ing this inquiry.

SEARCHLIGHT ORDERS

A tabulation of searchlight orders has been made show-
ing both the domestic and foreign orders, and is attached hereto.

DECLASSIRIED :
E.O. 116562, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E) :
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Country
Sperry Gyroscope Cot

United States 117
145
France 2566
100
Brazil G0

General Electric Cog

United States al
France 128
50
United States
France
Orazil
Total
Count;z EEEEEI
ﬁart Laboratories;
United States 130
70
170
France S84

lovember 20, 1939,

Humb er

" CURRENT ORDERS

SEARCHLIGHTS, 60" A.A.

Delivery Schedule

Begin To be completed Kind of Mirror Remarks
Meximum potential capacity (75/mo.) expected June,1940
Apr.1539 Jan,1540 letal F.Y. 1939 funds
Jarn,. 1940 Hlov.1940 Letal F.Y.1540 funds
Oot.1939 Oet.1940 Hetal Inder contract with French Air lission
Mar.1940 Dec.1940 Glass Negotiations with French Ordnance
Apr.1540 Oot.1940 Glass
lMaximum portential capacity (40}hu.} expected Nov.,l1940
Jan,.1940 Sep.1540 letal F.Y. 1840 funds
Jar «1540 Oet.1940 lfetal Under contract with Fremch Air Mission
Mar.1940 Dec.15940 Glass Negotiations with French Ordmance
RECAFITULATION
Sperry Gyroscope Co. { General Electric Co. Total
269 gl b4
356 178 534
60 60
679 269 948
MIKRORS, METAL, FOR 60" SEARCHLIGHTS, A.A.
Delivery Schedule °
Begin To be completed Remarks
Meximum potential ocapacity (75/mo.) expected Jan. 1940
Mar,1538 Nov.1939 F.Y. 15839 funds
Nov.1939 Jan.1940 F.Y. 1839 funds
Jan.1940 Aug.1940 F.Y. 1940 funds
Jan. 1940 Sep.1940 For Fremch Air Mission

DCCLASSIRED

HECAPITUIA TION
£.0. 11662, Sec. 3(E) and HD)

United States 470
France 384 08D letter, Msy 3:‘,“2“
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For the President -
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December 1, 1939

Dear Pa:
Here are Reports No. 7 and 8,

on the subject of "Foreign Inquiries for

Production of Munitions" for the President!'s

information.

Sincerely yours,

Wﬁ%
Genersl E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosures
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MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 1, 1939

Report No. 8

i B Wi
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MEMORANDUM For The Assistant Secoretary of War

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made;

FINLAND

Colonel Zilliaocus, accompanied by Mr. Joyce and Mr. Clark, his
American Assistants, visited the Committee today to discuss the matter
of further assistance in connection with Finnish orders to be placed
in this country. In view of the situation which has developed in Fin-
land in the last twenty-four hours, the Legation here is attempting
to speed up its activities for the proourement of munitions. The
Committee summoned Colonel Thornton of the General Staff, to sit in
on the conference and Colonel Thornton brought information concerning
the release of certain signal equipment which had been asked by the
Finns some time ago., The Committee asked the Military Attache to
submit his new requirsments for assistance in writing so that decisions
can be obtained from the War and Navy Departments. It is probably that
these decisions will cover mainly technical essistance in the matter of

specifications, eto,

Colonel Zilliamcus expressed his sinoere appreciation for the
cooperation of the Committee in sending Mr. Scott of Remington Arms
Company to him today. (See below)

LOCEKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

Information was received from the Assistant United States Trade
Commissioner 1n Ottawa, in a report dated September 18th, that the
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation has incorporated in Canada,

DECLASSIFIED
EO. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5() or (E)
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REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY

A conference was held with Mr. W. R. Scott, Director of
Foreign Sales, Remington Arms Company, in conneotion with small arms
ammunition orders for foreign govermments. It seems thet a contract
with the French for 30,000,000 rounds of caliber 45 ammmition has
been discussed but is not yet signed. Mr., Scott said that the con-
tract price would be about $23.90 per thousand rounds, which the Com~
mittee oconsiders a very low price for this ammmition wnder present
conditions, He was asked what caliber 30 ammunition would cost at
the present time and said that it would be about $40.00 per thousand
rounds, He informed the Committee that he intends to offer to make
7.62 mm ammunition to fill a request from the Finnish Govermment.
Later in the day he visited the Finnish Legation and Colonel Zilliacus
was delighted to learn that the price of the ammmition asked was
about equal to what it would cost to produce it in Finland in time of
peace, This firm might also be interested in the manufacture of
rifles and the Committee was asked to let them know if there are in-
quiries for rifles,

The Committee was much pleased with the attitude of the Rem-
ington Arms Company in the matter of price and with the statement
that their policy is to take care of United States Government orders
first, then domestic commercial customers, and accept foreign orders
for such capacity as remains,

The question of powder supply was discussed and it was learned
that the Company expects to get its powder from Hercules for the cali-
ber 45 order.

In the course of the conversation, it was also learned that
they have an order for 120,000 rounds of ecaliber 50 armor-piercing
and tracer ammunition for the Norwegian Government,

DUPONT COMPANY

r

Mr. Franklin P. Bradway of the DuPont Company visited the
office for a few minutes and stated that the DuPont Compény is still
considering creation of new facilities for British and French orders
but neither of these Governments has yet reached the stage of dis-
cussing a contract. He informed us that the Carney's Point Plant is
filled to capacity for all of 1940 with U. S. Government orders and
that any additional orders will have to be produced from new facili-
ties,

5 DECLASSIFED
EO. 11652, Sec, A/ and G(IM or (E)
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EXPORTS OF STEEL

A few days ago the American Iron and Steel Institute kindly
furnished the Committee with a confidential report on orders for
steel in the various categories for the period from October 31, 1939
to March 31, 1940, The figures furnished are an overall tonnage
figure including seventy-five companies., It seems that foreign
orders total about 90,000 tons and the United States domestic orders
869,000 tons. This clearly shows that until April, 1940, only about
10% of the orders will be for export, and indicates that the domestio
market is ocausing the great activity in the steel industry at the
present time.

L3

CHAS. HINES,
Colonel, U, S. Army,

Chairman, Clearance Committee,

Army end Navy Munitions Board.

DECLASSIFIED

E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and B(D) or (E)

OSD letter, Mn:MlMﬂé 1 1973

Wﬁlr g By BT}  NARS Batt

-



Lol i

ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING '
WASHINGTON, D. C.

November 30, 1839

MEMORANDUM For The Assistant Secretary of War

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inquiries for militery equipment,
the following notes are madej

GREAT BRITAIN

While it is understood thet a list of British purchases in
this country is in course of preparation, such informetion has not
yet reached the Committee, The head of the British Mission in New
York, Mr, Purvis, is getting established at the present time and
while it is known that the British Government has placed certein
orders in this country, details have not yet been obteined. It is
expected that arrangements will be made in the near future to estab-
lish and keep conteect with the British.

It is reported that Great Britain hes plac«adl en order with

Martin-Parry Company for high-speed adapters for field guns but
details were not obtaimed,

FRANCE

In report No. 6, reference was made to a French inquiry for
gun tubes, smell erms and other equipment,

From a visitor to the office who had been asked to submit a
bid on gun tubes, it was learned that the following artillery items
are being discussed;

600 76 mm gun barrels
500 156 mm gun barrels
160 155 mm howitzer ocarriages (w/o barrels)

It is understood that the French are asking for bids on these items.



O

Information received from the Small Arms Division, Ordnance
Department, indicates that Colt has en order for 400 7.5 mm air-
craft machine guns for the French Goverrment. (Colt apparently has
orders for about 600 machine guns for foreign account,

From the DuPont Company it has been ascertained that the
French are inquiring for e considerable quantity of powder, high
explosives, and certain other chemicals needed in the production
of powder, The guantities involved are so large that if the French
get to the stage of a contract it will be necessary for the DuPont
Company to build & new plant,

In commection with this same report from the DuPont Company
it has also been learned that the British Government has asked for
& rough estimate of the cost of building & smokeless powder plant
and a T.HtT- Plﬂ-nto

It will be recalled in the last report mention was made of
the sale to the Government of France of 3,000 Thompson submachine
guns and it was further stated that the question of a supply of
caliber 45 ammunition for these machine guns was being discussed
with the Remington Arms Co. It has been recently learned that the
Remington Arms Company is considering & bid to the French Govern-
ment for 30,000,000 rounds of caliber 45 ammmition. This has not
been verified but it is expected that more definite informetion
will be obtained from the sales manager of Remington Arms Compeny
when he comes in to visit the Committee in the near f'uture.

In the last report it was also stated that the small Arms
ammunition manufacturers do not seem te be displaying much interest
in foreign orders for small arms ammunition., The reason seems to
be the powder situation, There is not enough powder production for
small arms to enable them to take eny large orders at the present
time,

CANADA

The Canadian Legation made inquiry concerning an estimate of
cost and probeble rates of delivery for 18 antiairoraft gus and
8500 rounds of emmunition., A report was furnished to the Legation
covering this inquiry.

At e recent meeting with the Cowmselor of the Legation it
was agreed that Canada would furnish to us a tentative list of
their requirements in this country. Information received on Noveme
ber 29th indicates that this list of requirements can not be fur-
nished at the present time but will be furnished later,

DECLASSIFIED
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The Secretary of the Legation also conferred with the
Committee on specifications for aircraft gasoline and lubricants
and he was edvised that the specifications used by the commerecial
companies are satisfactory for militery aircraft use. He also
inquired concerning our specifications for fluids used in hydraulie
mechenisms on airplenes and this information is also being fur-
nished to him,

MEXICO

In & recent report it was noted that a firm of brokers in
New York had offered to the Fimmish Governmment 37 Twin Wesp engines,
24 Junior Wasp Engines and 22 Bellaneca airplanes, It was learned
from the Finnish Attache that these items are actually at Vera Cruz
end belong to the Mexican Government, The presence of this equip-
ment at Vera Cruz was confirmed by the Second Secretary of the
Mexican Embassy, who visited the office a few days ago.

The Mexicen (Government made inquiry for possible sources and
estimated prices of the following items in the United Statess

50,000 Rifles, 7 mm Mexican Model (Meuser)
54,700,000 Rounds Ball Ammunition, 7 mm
12,000 Rounds 75 mm H,E. Shell (For Ssint Chemond-
Mondragon Gun)
7,000 Rounds 75 mm H.E. Shell (For Mountein Guns of
the model made by the Naticnal Forge and Ord-
nanoe Co,) *
52 75 mm all-purpose guns (with battery equipment
for 8 batteries)
64,000 Rounds 75 mm E.E. Shell (For the all-purpose guns )
60 Machine guns, 13.2 mm Colt (with equipment)
1,000,000 Cartridges, ball (For the 13.2 mm Colt)
160 Machine guns, 7 mm, light type (For Cavalry use)

A preliminary report is in course of preparation et the present time.

NETHERLANDS

The Naval Atteache of the Netherlands Legation called to ask
where T.N.T. can be procured end he was informed as to the EOUrces,
He stated that this T.N,T. must be of the powdered type suitable
for compression into demolition blocks end is wanted for the Nether-
lends East Indies.

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 11662, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

08D letter, May 8, 1572

T — LT



i

BRAZIL

Information has been received from the State Department
that a distributor of American products in Ric de Janiero is about
to close a contract with the Brazilien Army for the sele of 30
NORTH AMERICAN advenced training planes valued at approximately
$1,500,000.

From one of the Ordnance Districts, it was also learmed
that en agent representing himself to be accredited from the Bra-
zilien Government had approached one firm to bid on a tank order,
This bid was to be premised on using the United States Army design
for tanks. The District was advised that requests for the use of
United States Army designs must be handled through the Embassy,

FINLAND

The Finnish Legation has made several contacts with the
Cormittee in the last few days and such help as could be given
them has been rendered.in their attempts to plece orders in this
country. The following items are being discussed at the present
time:

140,000 complete rounds 76 mm emmunition (for Bofors Model)
230,000 complete rounds 81 mm Stokes-Brandt mortar shell

1,000 depth charges

40 Y guns
150,000 complete rounds 105 mm howitzer ammunition
i (Finnish design)
16,000 complete rounds 105 mm Gun Ammunition (Finnish
design) "
5,000-14,000 complete rounds 152 mm gun ammunition
(Finnish design)

The Finnish Representative also asked advice concerning cone
tract forms and it was suggested to him that he adapt one of our
approved war contract forms for the needs of his orders., The Com-
mittee also advised him to approach the commerciel inspection ser-
vices for such inspection as will be necessary for their orders,

Up to this time, the Finnfsh Government had not actually taken
definite action to use eny of our designs already cleared for their
use, but it is expected that they will request the use of some of
them in the near future, particularly that of the enti-tenk 37 mm

gunl.
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YUGOSLAVIA

It has been learned that an order has been placed with
American Armement Corporation by the Government of Yugoslavia for
120 - 3" anti airoraft guns and 120,000 rounds of emmunition for
these guns., These guns are to be made in mocordance with the
designs of the Americen Armament Corporation and an export license
has been asked for this order, The present status is that the
drawings and specifications are being examined by the Ordnance
Department, Apparently this order was placed in Belgrade by the
Yugoslavian Government without notifying the Legation here in
Washington,

The Militery Attache, Colonel Mirko Burya, who has just
reported for duty in Washington, visited the Committee on Noveme
ber 28th and asked for advice and information on the following:

1. Complete factory for the production of nitro-

. glycerine and nitro-glycerine powder. The capacity for
nitro-glycerine powder should be 1600 kKilogrems for 24
hours, and the capacity of nitro-glycerine production for
one hour should be 200 kilograms.

2. Purchase of already manufactured (1) nitro-glycerine
powder end (2) nitro-cellulose powder in the following
amountsi

Price for 50,000 kilograms.
Price for 100,000 kilogrems,
Prele for 200,000 kilograms.

3. 30,000 gas masks for horses and 1,000 for dogs.

4. 300,000 kilograms of toluol.
450,000 kilograms of cotton for powder.

5. Rew rubber -- 120,000 kilogrems.

6. Addresses of the manufacturers of army engineers?'
machinery:
Movable construction machinery.
Compressors of different types, movable by
horses or by men,
Pneumatic or motor shears
Motor saws.
Pump assemblies,
Portable ventilators.,
In general, material for pioneers, railroad and elec-
tromachine units,

He vms informed that a study would be made of these requirements
end & preliminary report furnished in the near future,

DECLASSIFIED
EO. 11652

i tter, May 8, 1872
T ’ P;Tn hLTMAY 51 1973

Awm and B(D) or (E)



DECLASSIFIED

OSD letter, May 3, 197% 1 19?3

HAES DIM—’

By RTi

WO

L

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

Informetion was received from the Drug Menufacturer's
Association thet the firm of Eli Lilly & Company had been re-
quested to gquote on 5,000,000 quinine tablets, and that the
interested country was the Union of South Africa, Tt is under-
stood that the Company declined to quote,

SCRAP IRON

Newspaper reports indicate that Great Britain has ordered
850,000 tons of serep iron, Italy, 150,000 tons, and Japan 100,000
tons,

REPORTS FROM ENBASSIES ON ORDERS PLACED

Prior to the revision of the Neutrality Act, the Committee
asked the Division of Controls of the State Department to eirculate
a note to the various Embassies requesting them to keep the Army
and Navy Munitions Board advised concerning orders placed in this
country. The day the amended Act was passed the State Department
sent out this circular note and aclnowledgments have been received
from most of the Embassies. So far complete reports have been
received from the Argentine Government, the South African Govern-
ment and the Turkish Government. The reports from these three
governments do not represent a large dollar value, Tt is the hope
of the Committee that similar reports can be obtained in the near
future from the British and French Goverrments which will bulk
large in dollar values.,

EXPORT LICENSES

An examination of export licenses issued in the last month
shows that aircraft orders still constitute the greater part of
the foreign munitions progrem in this country. A tabulation of
the situation for the period from October 30th to November 25th,

1939 follows:

Alrereft Items Other Items Total
$108,322, 498, 31,010, 955, 3 9,333,451,
¥

r

CHAS. HINES,
Colonel, U. S. Army,
Chairmen, Clearsnce Committee
E) ] »
E.O. 11662, Sec. () and 5(D) or Army and Navy Munitions Board.
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December 11, 1939

Dear Pa:

I am enclosing Report 12 -
on the subject of "Foreign ulries for
Production of Munitions™ for the President's

information.

Sincerely 8,

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure



ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

MUNITIONS BUILDING

_Eﬁ_mrt No. 12 WASHINGTON, D. C.

December 9, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Assistant Secretary of War.

SUBJECT & Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In accordsnce with instruetions to submit from time
to time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equip-
- ment, the following notes are made:

BELGIUM

A report from the State Department seems to indicate
that the Belgian Avistion Purchasing Commission mey not buy any
airplenes in this coumtry. The information is that they have
inspected plants and airplanes and discussed possible contracts
but have not been suthorized by their government to place any
orders because of the 6 to 12 months delivery periods. Apper-
ently, they have received instructions to return to Belgium with-
out placing orders but they are trying to persuade their govern-
ment to slter its decision and authorize them to place orders.

CANADA

Several days ago the Canadian Legation asked for
prices paid by the War Department for 600 and 1100 pound demo-
1ition bombs. This informstion has been furnished to them.

FINLAND

As gtated in a previous report, the Government of
Finland is negotisting with the Hunter Manufacturing Company
for the production of trench morters snd ammmition for these
mortars. They officially asked for advice concerning the trench
mortar end its ammmition to be supplied by this company end
furnished the drawings and specifications for compariscn with
our own manufacturing information. These drawings are being
studied in the Ordnance Department at the present time.

DECLASSIFIED
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It seems probable that the Government of Finlend will
next consider an order for 37 mm anti-tank guns and they are study-
ing two commercisl 'models which have been submitted to them.

The Finnish Legation has notified the Committee that
it desires to purchase immediately 60,000 gas masks, preferably
standard gas masks used by our Army. This item has not heretofore.
been relessed for negotiations for forelgn sale and the necessary
procedure to obtain clearance has been indtiasted. It seems prob-
able that the Legatlion will want to uge Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Company if they finally decide to place an order.

The Finns have also requested that specifications for
gtendard materiels used in seronautical eguipment be released to
them since they anticipate purchese of certain aircraft materials
from American manufacturers for use in thedir aircraft factory in
Finland. They have no specifications for these mzterizls and ere
asking permission to use our specificatlions. This matter has Dbeen
referred to the Aeronsutieal Board for recommendation.

GREAT BRITAIN

Colonel Crene of G-2 had en inquiry from the British
Government concerning the National Pneumetlc Company of Rahway,
Mew Jersey. This firm has an order for 37 mm gun tubes from the
Army and seems to perform good machine work, but has the digad-
ventdge thet it is connected with another firm which doea not have
s gaod reputation. Colonel Crane was informed as to the facts in
this matter and told that there seems to be nothing sgainst the
National Pneumetic Company itself as & manufacturer.

The Bureau of Ordnance of the Nevy Department advised
that a contact had been made by the British concerning anti-
aireraft guns to be placed on merchant ships. The Bureau of Ord-
pence is considering the guestion of release of Navy designs.

NETHERLANDS

The Netherlands Legation furnished the Commlttee with
a ptatement of orders placed in this country by the Royal Nether-
lands Arsenal. Orders were placed by the New York office of the
Arsenel and are primcipally with the American Bress Company and
the Revere Copper and Brass Company for basic meterizls to be used
in the production of emmunition.

DECLASSIARD
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From a commercial source e report was given to the
Committee that 120 4" Howitzers have been delivered by Germany to
the Netherlends, and moreover that 100 anti-aircraft guns will be
made available to the Dutch by the Germsns to be used in their
Colonial Possessions. As stated above, this was obtained from
commercial sources and the truth of the report has not been veri-
fied.

TURKEY

Colonel Crane of G-2 turned over to the Committee an
inguiry from the Turkish Ambassador for prices and probable deliv-
ery detes covering the following armement:

1,000 37 mm anti-tenk guns
1,000 rounds per gun for these guns
124 75 mm or 105 mm anti-aircraft guns
1,000 rounds for each of these Eung
324 37 mm anti-aircraft guns
1,000 rounds for each of these guns

A preliminary report giving estimated costs and prob-—
able delivery dates has been furnished G-2 and the procedure to
obtein use of American designs expleined,

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

The Committee has been notified by the S. B, Penick
Company of New York that they have an inquiry from Bloemfontein,
South Africa, for a large cuantity of chemicals which enter into
the manufacture of paint. Our informstion is that this company
proposes to bid on this order.

YUGOSLAVIA

The Government of Yugoslavia is active in attempting
to place orders for anti-aircraft guns and ammunition in this
country. The situation has been expleined to the Military Attachd
and the names of several prominent firms who might be contacted
were furnished sometime ago when the original clearsance on the use
of American designs was grented. The present status 1s that the
lMinister is expecting to confer with the Washington representatives

DECLASSIFIED
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of some of these firms next week. It seems doubtful that he will
find much interest in this order because the lerger firms seem to

have plenty of domestiec work and are not particularly interested
in foreign mumitions orders.

CHAS. HINES,
Colonel, U. S. Army,
Chairmen, Clearance Committ
Army and Navy Munitions Board.

WAR ‘lﬁ‘ﬁ
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

maﬂhﬂr 20] 1939

Dear Pa:

There i1s enclosed for the
President's information Report No. 14
on the subject of "ForeiZn Inquiries
for Production of Munitions."

Sincerely yours,

D, T

General E, M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure



ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING

Mﬂ No. M WASHINGTON, D, C.

December 18, 1939.

MEMORANDUM For The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time a brief report on foreign inguiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

BELGIUM

Remington Arms Company reports that the Belglan Gov-
ernment has approached the company to purchase from 500,000 to
2,000,000 rounds of Caliber .50 ball, A.P., and tracer ammuni-
tion. It is our understanding that the company can accept this
business without detriment to U. S. Government orders on its books.

In a previous report it was noted that the Belglan
Aviation Purchasing Commission might not buy any airplanes in this
country and that they had received instructions to return to Belgium
without placing orders. The Mission apparently has convinced the
Belgian Govermment that an order should be placed and the present
informetion is that the Brewster Aeronautical Corporation has re=-

ceived an order for quﬂas of the single seater fighter
type. The planes are G0 be dellvered as follows:

1 on February 1, 1940
14 on March 31, 1940
25 on April 30, 1940

BRAZIL

The Bragilian Embassy has furnished the Committee the
names of firms and money values of orders in this country for the
Bragilian Army. This list includes spars parts for airecraft, steel,
transmission cables, and power plant equipment.

DECLASSIFICD
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CANADA

Dr. Riddell, Counselor of the Canadian Legation, has
officially requested coples of the U. S. Army Alr Corps materiel
specifications issued by the Materiel Division, Wright Field. He
stated that these specifications are intended mainly for the proper
maintenance of aireraft purchased in the United States. This request
1s in process at the present time.

CHILE

Colonel Crane, G-2, War Department, brought Major Marin
of the Chilean Army to the office to discuss certain information to
be requested by the Chilean Army. This informztion included the
types of armament used in our army, the military equipment produced
by our arsensls, products being produced for the army by commercial
plants, and organization of the U. S. Army. The Committee 1s gather-
ing information for all of these topics, except the organization of
the army, and will submit this information to G-2 for final decision
as to release. -

FINLAND

In connection with the early delivery of Brewster air-
planes for Finland, the gquestion has been raised whether Caliber .50
guns can be supplied in this country for these airplanes. Apparently
the Colt Company can not supply the commercial version of the Caliber
.50 gun before March lst. The Finnish Legation has asked for priority
in the Colt Company program for at least 100 guns to eguip these air-
planes., The whole question of priority over the orders for the army
now in the Colt plant is being reviewed at the present time and after
study is made it is expected that a decision will have to be made by
higher suthority as to priority for this urgent request of the Finnish
Government.

It is understood that the Finnish Legation is also dis=-
cussing orders for tractors and trucks to be used as prime movers for
artillery. i M=

HATTI

Colonel Lirac, representing the Haitian Government, was
introduced to the Committee by Colonel Crane of G-2. He is interested
in securing the following equipment for Haiti:
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25500 Springfield Rifles
20 Anti-tank Guns
50 Cal. .30 Browning Machine Guns
120 Cal. 430 Browning Automatic Rifles
An indefinite quantity of Cal. .30 ammunition

It is understood that a request for certain of this
equipment is under consideration in the General Staff at the present
time. Colonel Lirac was principally interested in the probable costs
of the various items of equipment noted above. A rough idea of the
probable costs was given to him.

‘ HGH?&é:)

The Norwegian Minister has informed the Secretary of State
that he may ask for additional export licenses for twelve Curtiss-Hawk
alrplanes, and it is informally understood that Norway mey Buy even &
larger quantity of this type of plane.

YUGOSLAVIA

Apperently, Yugoslavia is seriously considering placing
an order for 120 anti-sircraft guns and ammumnition for these guns. A
local representative of the Bethlehem Steel Company has established
contact with the Committee with a view to sending an estimator to the
Office of the Chief of Ordnance to see the drawings and mzke a bid.
This order is considered a substantial order and release of designs
was approved some time ago.

EXPORT OF ATRPLANES

The Committee has bemn informelly told by the Bureau of
Foreign and Domestic Commerce that there seems to be an acceleration
of exports of airplanes in the recent past. The Bureau has advised
that the exports in the last month were £10,750,000 to France and
$450,000 to England. The ynusually large export of $1,250,000 worih
of refined copper to Russia was also noted at the same time.

g T N AT PO I ST 8 s W S ST AL S, e Y

ok T —

EXPORT OF INDUSTRIAL FURNACES

The Industrisl Furnace Manufacturers Association has
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furnished to the Committee a report of furnaces on order with its
members for export sale. This information was furnished in eonnec-

ion with a reguest of the Committee to be kept in touch with foreign
orders for factory equipment.

- b
A 25
‘,,.2_/.:-2’ ?if£A etse

CHAS, HINES,
Coleonel, U. 8. Army,
+  Chalrman, Clearance Committee,
Army and Navy Munitions Board.
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTOM |

January 3, .1940....

Dear Pa,

There is attached for the
information of the President, Report
No. 16, on the subject of "Forelgn

“Inquiries for Production of Munitions."

Sine erfﬂ?urs ’
um""—)

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C.

E_Biﬂ_r:t_ _i_:_?: 16 Jﬂ.ﬂu&.r}r 3, 1940,

JEUORANDUL POR The Assistant Secretary of Var
The Assistant Secretary of the llavy -
The Deputy Chiefl of Staff
The Chief of' laval Operations.,

SUBJECT 3 Foreign Inquiries for Froduction of Lmnibianu.

le In accordance with instructions to submit from time
to time a briel report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the followins notes are made;

FLIILATD

The Govermment oi' I'inland is still negotiating for the
supply of 60,000 military gas masks. A number of difficulties have
erisen and this order has not yet been placed. It has been definitely
decided that the pas masks reguired cannot be furnished from the Army
war reserve as such supnly would be illegal and it will therefore be
necessary that a cormercial order be placed with deliveries several
months in the fubure,

An order is in prospect for 300,000 hizh explosive shells
for Stolies-Urandt mortars. This type of mortar is used in the
Yinnish Army and is normally produced in Finland on license from the
Stokes~Brandt Company. The Var Department has taken the view that the
Government of Yinlend ean procure Stokes-Srandt material in this
country if a license is ;ranted to an Amcrican firm br the Stokes-
Erandt Company. Assistance was riven the immish Government in estab-
lishinz contact with the loeal representetive of the Stolos-Irandt
Company (lrs Leech). It is understood from lir. Leech that the Stokes-
Jrandt Company is sending him Power-of-Attorney to issue licenses to
Americen firms to produce ammunition for the Government of Finland.

General MNenonen visited the Var Eepartment and aslked
viether the American I'=-40 point detonating fuze can be adapted for
the Finnish 70 nm shell. Fe was informed that the velocity ranre
of the 70 mn gun 1s satisfactory for our type of fuze and was in-
structed to ask for release of the desirn in the usual manner. This
request is being processed at the present time.

DECLASSIFIED
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The !iilitary Attache' has also informed the Committee
of the excellent treatment riven to the Government of Finland by the
Hemington and Winehester Companies, It seems that thesc two firms
have not only quoted fair prices on small arms emmunition but have
cone to particular pains to obtain deliveries desired by the Finns,

There heve been handed to the Clearance Committee by
the Chairman of the President's Liaison Comiittec further requests
from the Government of' Finland for assistance on anti aireraft machine
funs ond ammunition, specifications for Very Signal Lights, the army
nmodel of the hand grenade, anti tank runs and armunition and anti
aireraft funs and ammnmition. Yhese recuests involve the release of
army desisns and while some of them have already been cleared the
mmbers have been r educed to such a point that a new consideration
will be necessary in &he Viar and liavy Departments.

HAITI

Arranrements were completed for the sale to the Govern-
ment of I'niti of 2500 Enfield rifles, together with bayonets and spare
parts. The original list of material from “aiti included other items
but the decision of the Var Department was that only the Enfield
riiles can be sold at this time. These rifles were declared surplus
under the provisions of the Act of June 5, 1920.

CIIILE

A list of obsolete materiel at roduced prices is being
prepared at the present time for transmission to the Goverrment of
Chile. ZYor such o these items as may be desired by that Govermment
surnlus declaration will be made and sale complete: under the Act of
June o, 1520.

CAT'ADA

The Canadian Sovermment asled advice soncerning lydraulic
fluids used in airplane instellations. Theoy were told to uss the
hydraulic “luids recommended by the manufacturers.

N

The Canadian Zovermment is also esking for speccifications
on a lMairehild type of airplane. This was referred back to them with
the request that the designation of the specifications desired b obe
teined {rom the rovermment at Cttawa.,
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CHINA ‘

Information received from the DuPont Company is that
they have orders for the Chinese Government represented by the
Criterion ITrading Corporation in llew Yorl City for:

400 metric tons smokeless riflle powder
40 metric tons tetryl
3,000 short tons of T.H.T.

These orders were received on September 28 and they now advise that
on1 December 28 they entered into snother contract for an additional
75 metric tons of smokeless rifle powders to be delivered in

June 1940,

GREAT BRITAIN Vo
]

'he British BEmbassy has furnished the Secretary of State
with a statenent of unfillad orders which have been placed in this
country by the British Covernment. These orders are shown on the
enclosure herewith,

IRAN

A despatch to the State Department indicates that the
Uovernment of Iran is considering the purchase of commercial
explosives as [ollows:

1,300 tons dynamite
13,000,000 meters of fuse
13,000,000 detonators

This purchase has been discussed with the Lercules Powder Company but
no order as yot has been placed. It scems that Iranian firms and
official organizations Are attempting to purchase explosives in the
Unitod Stetes because of their insbility %o secure thum Irom their
usual Buropean sources ol sunply.

ATRCRAFT CACACTITY

As shown in the followin; statement in dollars of'alu
anrual capacity of prirary aireraft producers and in another column
the current backlos of orders, it will be noted that the current back-
lor is still far short of the anmal cappeity for some of the firms

listed and it will also be observed that lor several Tirms the current
backlo: exceeds the annual capacity.
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Annual Current

i i Capacity Backlor
Allison $24,000,000 ¥17,5600,000
Aviation !d'r, 36,000,000 7,500,000
Dell 10,000,000 7,600,000
Boeing, . 42,000,000 26,000,000
Consolicdated 48,000,000 17,500,000
Curtiss<\iright 120,000,000 125,000,000
Dourlas 8&,000,000 79,000,000
Gruman 12,000,000 4,300,000
Lockheed 48,000,000 30,000,000
wartin 60,000,000 62,000,000
Iorth Ameriocan 48,000,000 41,500,000
Republic 10,000,000 10,200,000
Tnited Aircraft 86,000,000 100,000,000
Cthers __ 24,000,000 ___ 5,000,000
Totals 674,000,000 $6855,000,000

Yor the Clearance Committes, Army- and llavy Munitions Board.

5

CHAS, HINES,
Colonel, U, S. Army,
Chairman, Clearance Comitlee,
Army and vy iunitions Zoaerd.

Inels = 1
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Statement of unfilled orders pleced by the
United Fingdom Government in the United States
up to December 15, 1939, for supplies for
military or naval use through or with the
Imowledge of the British Supply Board in
Canada ancd the United States and the British
Purchasing Commission in the United States.

:
__NAME OF CONTRACTOR

— — ——

DESCRIFTION _ : QUANTITY: VALUE :

ADMIRALTY ORDERS

:
Portable Light Co. Inc.:
Hew York :

Signal Lamps with

t Telezscopic Sights

¢t & Bulbs

t
Bausch & Lomb Opticel :
Co., Rochester, N.Y. ;

*Rontractors not knovm

Binoculars Tx50

Motor Beat Engines:

: 1000 H.P. approx.

*Not placed directly but

by Admiralty contractors,

Midvale Co.
fhiladelphia, Pa,

E--l.l.tE-liES & ':-Ul’ 1
Sroaklyn, N.Y.

Sperry Gyroscope Corps,t
3rocklyn, M. Y. 2

idartin Parry Corp.,
York, Pa.

UINISTRY OF SUPPLY ORDERS

: Gun Barrels
t a7 ing Mo IT

Shells 6" E.E.

: empty

: "t APPROX, ¢ DELIVENY
_DATE
: 3 t
] 3251 6,000: Immediate
t t t
t t
3 $ :
3 1,0001 756,900: Jan, to
: t ¢ June/40
: : :
: '
! ¢ 800,000
' : $ )
: &60: 168,000: April to
§ H Juaniﬂ
2 t i
50,000: 800,000: Nov/39 to
: ¢ : about Oct/40
¢ £
205612, 800,000}

Predictors 3.7 in.:

: Buguor Adaptor
: sets Various spares

2,426:1,340,000:

Dcc/’."]g to

: Mar/40

Lockheed Alrcraft Corp.:
Burbank, Cal.

North American Avistion:

ATR MINISTRY ORDERS

Adrplanes,

: Feconneissance

Airplanes,
Inc.,Inglewood, Cal ¢t Trainer
North American Aviation: Airplanes,
Inc.,Inglewocod, Cals t Trainer

¢ Engines, Airplane t
: spare

Wright Aeronautical
Corp., Paterson, N.J.

J. V.V, Corporation
Tewark, M. J.

Toleman, Quelk & !
Petersen

Lockheed Aircraft Corp
Jurbenk, Cal.

¢ Engines GR.-1820

GR.~2600

¢ Link Trainers
: & Spares

Fetrol Lamps &

: Accessories

¢ Airplanes,
: Heconnaissance

250 :20,700,000

400:12,600,000:

{B00: t
(120,000,000
t :

HOC:EG

e )

Completed

: Dec/39

Completed

: Dec/39

tay /40
to

Aug/4al

{1503 :
: ( : t
: (600:22,400,000: lar/40
: (600: : to Feb/4l
: : :
$ Nk net ¢ not
1 knovwn ¢ known t ltmovm
: : :
: not : not t not
! knowm : known ¢ knmown
: ; :
200:20,800,000: Feb. to
L __t Nov/40
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

January 19, 1940

Dear Pa,

Herewith is Report No. 19,
on the subject of "Forelgn Inquiries for
Production of Munitions" for the informe-
tion of the President.

Sincerely yours,

General E. M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House

Enclosure



ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.
January 16, 1940.
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MEMORANDUM FOR The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

l. In accordance with instructions to submit from time
to time a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment,
the following notes are made:

FINLAND

In the last report it was noted that action has been
approved covering the release for negotiation for foreign gale of
a number of Ordnance items. At the present time prospective bidders
on these items are visiting the office of the Chief of Ordnance to
obtain enough informatiom on which to base bids. When contracts are
finally awarded by the Finnish Government more complete information
will be furnished to the successful bidders.

According to recent cables from Finland there is now an
interest in obtaining some heavy field Howitzers of about 8" caliber
and for the ground type caliber .50 machine gun which can be used
against tanks. The Finnish Purchasing Commission has asked that
these items be included in a request to visit Aberdeen Proving Ground
for the purpose of inspecting equipment which they propose to procure
in this country.

CANADA

The Canadian Legation has furnished the Committee a state-
ment of the orders placed by Canada in this country,

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

The Legation of South Africa is inquiring for sources for
3,000 field glasses. The names of the usual suppliers of field
glasses and of four or five other firme who might be interested in
converting to such production have been supplied to the South African

Legation.
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The Legation also advises that negotiations are completed
with the Smith & Wesson Company for the supply of approximately
8,000 Smith & Wesson revolvers.

SWEDEN

It is understood that & new Swedish Purchasing Mission
is coming to this country but the exact nature of its mission is
not yet known, There is already a Swedish Aircraft Mission in the
United States.

GREAT BRIT

The Martin-Parry Corporation, York, Pennsylvania, has in
progress an order for the British for 2400 Buguor adaptors, some of
which are for 18-pounder carriages and some for the 4.5" howitzer
carriage. The information is that weekly deliveries of between 50
and 100 units are being accomplished and that the contract is likely
to be completed within the next two weeks.

It has been learned from the representative of the Atlas
Powder Company that the British have contracted for the remaining
capacity in the T.N.T. plant of that company located at Joplin,
Missouri. This plant has a capacity of 1,000,000 1lbs. & month, of
which 800,000 1lbs. are being used for United Stetes orders. The
British order is therefore for 200,000 lbs. & month beginning in
March, 1940. The total order is 2,000,000 1lbs. with an option for
2,000,000 1bs. additional, all to be delivered by December 31, 1941.
It is slso understood that the British are negotiating with this
company for two additional T.N.T. units which will each develop a
capacity of 750,000 lbs. & monthe

The E. W, Bliss Company has received an order from the
British Government for cartridge case manufacturing machinery of a
total value in excess of $2,200,000.

FRANCE

Inquiries are gtill in progress for the supply of 500
75 mm gun tubes and 100 155 mm tubes. This requirement has been
mentioned before and the new information obtained from the Carmegie-
Illinois representative is that they are also inguiring for 90 mm

DECLASSIFIED
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gun tubes. It is understood that the Mitchell Steel Company of
Cincinnati, and the Driggs Engineering Corporation are two of the
firms which have been approached.

The E. W, Bliss Company of Brooklyn, New York, has
received the following order from the French Government:

100 Torpedo Flasks
100 Torpedoes complete, including flagks.

SAFETY RULES

The Committee has teken cognizance of the fact that some
of the contractors who are proposing to undertake ammmition pro-
ductlon mey have difficulties in conducting safe operations, either
because of lack of knowledge or inadequate facilities. A Staff
Study has been undertaken to determine what measures should be
recommended to contractors, to the foreign governments concerned,
and the necessary warnings to states in which plants are located
or are to be created. It seems probable that the requirements of
the Ordnance Safety Manusl will be recommended to all concerned
&s & bagis for safety measures. In this connectlon it is inter-
esting to mote that only six states have adequate explogives laws.
s noted above, this FEudy i EETELY Tids boon unicrtatel Henimwes
it 1s felt that the public interest should be fully protected
ageinst any chances of disastrous explosions caused by lack of
proper technical arrangements,

SAVAGE ARMS CORPORATION

Confirmation hes been received that the Savage Arms
Corporation has an order for 10,000 Thompson Submechine guns from
the Auto Ordnance Corporation. This contract included an option
for the production of 5,000 additional. A representative of the
firm who visited the office informed the Committee that the French
have informelly approached the Corporation with the view to another
order for these guns. It will be recalled that 3,000 guns were
sold to the French some months ago. These guns have not yet been
exported and are said to be stored at their point of manufscture
in Hartford. It is of interest to note that a letter containing
an inquiry from the Italian Goverrment for Thompson submachine guns
was showed to the Committee & few days ago by a representative of
the Corporation.

DECLASSIFIED
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REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY

The State Department was advised by the Remington Arms
Company that they have decided to reorganize their facilities in
such & way that a limited number of militery rifles can be produced
for export sale. The Company does not intemnd to solicit business
of this sort but they advise that the government might feel free to
inform any other govermment which inquires whether military rifles
can be purchased in the United States, that Remington would be able
to supply & limited number of such rifles.

VISITS OF PROSPECTIVE CONTRACTORS

The Committee is being visited by many representatives
of commercial firms who are sgeeking business with foreign govern-
ments. These gentlemen are being referred to the proper legations
or to the Anglo-French Purchasing Board. Much information is being
obtained from these representatives and placed in our files., All
of these representatives have shown the greatest cooperation in mak-
ing their operations conform to what is wanted by the government.
In every case they state that insofar as their corporations are con-
cerned the needs of the United States Government take precedence
over any commitment for foreign governmments.

-,

CHAS. FINES,
nﬂlﬂnﬂl, Ue S. .Am’
Chairman, Clearance Committee,
Army and Nevy Munitions Board.
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. March 11, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF WAR

This 1is not at all what I asked for.

I know all about exlsting rail connections -- Harpors
Ferry, Norfold, eto. -- also about possible locations for
new bridges to conneot the north and south aoross the
Potomac River.

Let me put the gquestion this way: A sudden attack
is made on M plus 30 y 6lther by a foraign enemy or by
a sudden domestic uprising. This attaock requires the
immediate movement of troops, squipment and supplies on
al soale from the northeastern aseaboard seotion
into 8tate of Virginia. The present railroad bridge
in Wash n 1s bombed or in part blown wp, rlqur%
repairs which would take at least ten dayas. The queation
is this ~- ocan the Army, by us Distriot of Columbia
streets either from the northeast seotion or from the
@eorgetown seotion, lay tracks soross the Memorial
Bri or the Georgetown Bridge %o the Virginia side
and m that side oonneot up with the main line of the
R. . & P. in the neighborhood of the new a rt? This
involves an answer to the question -- oan such land
oconneotions be made on the Washington side and the
Virginia side and can the two existing highwey bridges
oarry frelght ocars and small artillery!?

F. D. A

Letter from the Secretary of VWiar, 3/5/40 to General Watson, ststing that,

in complience with the Generel's memo of 1/76/40, he has had a study made

of the railroud bridges across the Potomac. Encloses Strategic lap, Gettysburg
Sheet, and 11,5.G.5. Maps as follows: Washington & Vieinity, Indizn Head,
Brand:¥ine, Wt. Vernon, Nomini and Fredericksburg. The Secretary of War
submits information in re above.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED by British

By R. H. Parks Date JUN 2 1972



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

March 22, 1940.

Dear Pa,

I am enclosing Reports No. 28 .
&nd No. 29, on the subject of "Foreign
Innuirias for Production of Munitions"
for the informetion of the President.

Sincerely yours,

General E. M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

< enclosures



ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 11, 1940.

Report No. 28.

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Secretary of War |
e The Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Navsl Operations

SUBJECT: Forelgn Imguiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from
time to time a brief report on foreign inguiries for military equip-
ment, the following notes are made:

GREAT ERITATN

Information hes been received that sn order has been
placed for 448 Thompson Submachine Guns.

From the Aeronautical Board, it hss been learned that
150 DBTB airplanes with model 2600ASA engines have been ordered
from Douglas Aircraft Company, There is an option for 150 addi-
tional eirplanes. Deliveries are to begin in October, 1940 and be
completed in eight months. The option is for 30 & month beginning

in July, 1941.

Henry Disston & Sone of Philadelphls hes furnished in-
formation that the British Purchasing Commission is inguiring for
machineable homogeneous armor plate, heat trested but not fabri-
cated. The quentities range from 2,500,000 lbs. to 7,400,000 lba,

The Company elso states that if this results in an order for them
they will arrange that it does not interfere in any way with United
States Government orders.

Permission heg been granted for certain British nationals

to visit plants in the United States which have received British orders.

From the Acme Protection Equipment Company information
hag been received that 1,000 horge masks and 4,000 horse boote which
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wers ordered sometime age for Finland have been actually exported.
This firm now has inquiries from Denmark and Holland for materisl

of the same type.

CANADA

Oonfirmation of en order for 200 600-1b. bombs and
50 11@0-lb. bombs with U. S. Ordnance Engineers, Inc., has been re-
cedved.

The Canadian Minister has advised that the Anglo-French
Purchasing Board under the Chairmansghip of Mr. Arthur B. Purvie, is
acting for the Canadian Wer Supply Board in respect to purchapes in
the United States for the Canadisn Defense Services,

HORWAY

An order has been placed for 36 A8 attack planes with

Gl05-B engines. It seems that Norway is to furnigh the engines and
it is thought they are to be trensferred from & British contract,

The Norweglan Legatiom has furnished a statement of the
orders in the United States. This includes both military and com-
mercial orders.

SWEDEN .

The Swedish Trade Delegation has furnished & list of
the orders already placed by it. This list includes binoculars,
Momgen lunge, caliber .45 ammunition, wire and cable, gas mapks,
tolyol, 9 mm cartridges and motor benzol. The principal remaining
negotiation of the Trade Delegation is for tanks and it is under—
stood that representatives have been authorized to go to the Ameri-
can Car and Foundry Company to inspect the plant.

UNICN OF SOUWH AFRICA

The South African Legation has furnished another stete-
ment of orders placed in this country in the recent past. The prin-
cipal item is 16 airplane engines valued at $225,000,

DECLASSIFIED
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EXPORT OF ATRCRAFT
A revised cun‘p}lat.:},on of export of eiroraft has been
made. The following is & repume of the situstion;

MILITARY AIRFLANES  COMMERCIAL ATRPLANES ENGINES
Quantity  Valus  Quantity Value Quentity  Velue

1939 1285 $65,652,383 236 $9,026,914.75 1825 $14,398,611.37

1940 (January)
227 17,693,481 14 311,025.00 343  3,294,161.50

For the Clearance Committes, Army and Navy Munitions Board:

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, U. 5. Army,
Chairmsn, Clearance Committea,
Army and Navy Munitions Board.

DECLASSIRED
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
MUNITIONS BUILDING
WASHINGTONM, D. C.
March lg, 1940.
Re NHo. .

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Secretary of Wer
The Secretary of the Nawvy
The Assistant Secretary of War v~
The Aseigtant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Navel Operations

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions

1., In accordance with instructions to submit from time to
time & brief report on foreign inquiries for military eguipment, the
following notes are made:

FINLAND

The Finnish Legation has furnished deteiled information on
51 contracte up to February 1, 1940. These contracts total $7,188,000,
and include the orders placed by the Finnish Purchasing Commission in
Washington for military or mavel supplies. It will be recalled that
there 1p ancther Finnish Purchaging Commission in New York with activi-
tiee restricted to the purchase of articles which can be bought with

Export-Import Bank money. E

The Finnish Military Attache agked for another priority om
supply of smokeless powder. The request was for 1500 tons but it was
found necessary to deny this request, becsuse & concession of 600,000
pounds elready made tc the Finnish Government is all that can be
gpared by the War Depertment at the present time.

SWEDEN

f
The Swedish Purchasing Commission has departed from Washington
and it is understood thet Prince Bertil pailed from New York on March
16th. An office is to be maintained in New York to supervise the execu-
tion of contracte placed by the delegation.

Action ip in course to sell to the Swedish Govermment 200
75 mm British guns end 32 8-inch howitzers. These are to be furnighed
from the liet of surplus property recently approved by the Secretary

TRCLASSIRED
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of War. In connection with the disposal of this surplus property

the Secretary of State and the Secretary of War have agreed to a
procedure whereby the views of the State Department concerning policy
involved in such armament sales are to be obtained before final action

of the War Department.
CHILE

The Special Ambassador, Mr. Bianchi, visited the Secretary
of War and stated that his government is interested in buying some of
the surplus armament. Conferences have been held with him and a list
of the property with its prices furnished for his consideration.

d

In addition to the surplus property the Chileans are also
interested in placing orders with American manufacturers for items
not ineluded on the surplus list which are needed for the moderniza—

tion of the Chilean Army.
FRANCE

Mr. Bloch-Laine, the senior French member of the Anglo-
French Purchasing Board, made a formal request to purchase rifles
from surplus stock. It was necessary to deny this request because
it is contrary to International Law.

Information is reaching G-2 of movement of arms and ammmi-
tion for the French Government. These reports are being furnished
by Colonel Jean of the Anglo-French Purchssing Board. It is noted
that caliber .45 ammunition on a Winchester order at the East Altonm,
Illinois plant began moving on March 15th and other shipments from
the Remington plant, Bridgeport, began thelr movement on March 12th.

A rumor has been received that the Anglo-French Purchasging
Board has placed an order for 12,000,000 point detonsting fuzes.
Confirmation of this order is being sought.

NETHERLANDS

The Netherlands Legation has transmitted a statement of
new orders placed as follows in the month of February:

40,000 Nickel silicon discs for manufacture of helmets
with U. S. Steel Export Company.

36,000 Lbs. copper ‘bﬂnds;

103,000 Lbs. brass cups American Brass Company

287,000 Lbs. brass discs )

DECLASSIAED
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They also advise that they expect to place orders in the near
future for 1 electric steel furnace, 505,000 kgs. chrome molyb-
denum steel bars; 450,000 kgs. chrome nickel steel bars; 100,000
brass dises; 502,000 copper bands; 210 gun forges and 4 lathes.
All of these orders, either placed or to be placed, are for the
Royal Netherlends Arsenal end are stated to be for consumption

in the Netherlands.

[
ANGLO-FRENCH REQUIREMENTS FOR ATRCRAFT

On Merch 14, 1940, a conference of War and Navy Depart-
ment representatives with the prinecipal members of the Anglo-
French Purchasing Board was held in the office of Captain Collins,
Treasury Department. The subject of this conference wag the air-
craft requirement under the greatly expanded program now being con-
sidered by the allies. It was explained by Mr. Plevin, the French
Aeronautical representative, that the large program now under
consideration is aimed at the year 1941 and that consequently the
chief interest at the present time is in obtaining the relesse of
our very latest equipment, including superchargers never hereto-
fore released, and models of airplanes still in the experimental
stage. Mr. Plevin presented a memorandum covering the request
for releases and this memorandum is being studied in the War and
Navy Departments at the present time.

The Anglo-French Purchasing Board has also begun to con-
sider its requirements for armement for the alrplanes and has sub-
mitted & tentative estimate of a number of small cannon and machine
guns which will be required for the expeanded programd A conference
is being held within the next few days with representatives of Colt!s
Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company to develop a basis for pos-
sible supply of these requirements.

REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY

The Remington Arms Company is keeping us informed of numer—
ous inquiries for small arms ammmition. Many of these inquiries
seem to be coming from brokers and individuals and the Company is
uniformly declining to quote for the reason that it will deal only
with accredited representatives of foreign governments.

For the Clearence Committee, Army and Navy Munitions Board:

1
[HCLASSIFED CHARLES HINES,
E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E) Colonel, U. S. Army,
Chairmen, Clearance Committee,
Army and Navy Munitions Board.
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» BL  wns Utilities Eatimates Based on 8,000 Workmen

Sewagn Disposal

Sewage Disposal Plant, (based on a local WPA Froject)
of similer size,

Main OQutfall 24", 7,200 lineal feet at $3.50 per Ft.

Branch Mains, 12" down to 4" at aversge of $1,30 per Ft.

AP .h\‘l T or {ﬂ

7

Water Supnply

Wells - 2, 2500 gallons per minute at £10,000
Mains - average Dia. 12" pipe at $3.00 per lineal foot
Branches, 8000 lineal feet at & .75 average cost per foot

Storm Sewer Svstem

1,000 lineal feet 30" outfall at $5.00 per lineal foot
3,500 lineal feet 12" average Dia. at $1.40 per lineal foot

Conerete Aorons, Roads, Walks, ete., 63,000 square yerds
at $2.25 per square ymrd,

Railroad Siding

1 Mile including switches, ete., at §$22,000

Heoting Plent

4,500 Boiler horsepower at $105,00 per hp. Based on 300 S0.Ft.

of floor space per horsepower and including Building
Main Distribution line 14" Dia. 900 lineal feet at £6.00
Branen Distribution 1line 10" Dia. aversge, 10,000 lineal f4.
at £3.00
Heating Units within the arers included in the Bldg. Cost
Total for Heating Plant

Natural Gas Main 10,000 lineal feet 4" at $1.50

Eleetrical Equipment
Transformers and Switching Equipment based on £4.50 per
K.W. 10,000 K.V, Power
6,700 K.W. Iighting
16,700 K.W. st $4.50

Lighting besed on 500 wetts per 100 g8q. ft. average
Electrical Distribution to Ecuipment, including penels,
Switching equipment, conduit, wiring, espproximetely 100,000
lineal feet at £1.00 per foot average

Sli——

_5,600,00
§10,600.00

$141,750.00

¢ 22,000.00

8475 ,000,00
5,400.00

24,000,000
$504,400.00
3 15,000.00

$ 75,000,00

£100,000,00
$175,000,00



B P

TELEPHONE SYSTEM

11,200 1ineal feet trunk cable, distribution board
200 telephones, etec., at $4.00 per foot & 44,800.00

Fence

6,000 linear feet of 9! non-climbable Type at 23.50 % 21,000.00
Plent Protoction

Fire end Guard, Autometic Fire Alerm System, ete, & 75,000.00
Graoline Storage for 100,000 Gallons, Pipe & Service Pits __ $ 40,000.00

TOTAL §1,234,550.00

DECLASSITD
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EXHIBIT "B"

SQUARE AREA AND CUBIC CAPACITY

Machine Shop - Raw Stock Storage ) Sq.Ft.
Experimental - Sheet Metal ) = 325,000 x 27

Sub Assembly Section = 375,000 x 35
Final Assembly = 195,000 x 65
GRS R oo o)« 9,0m x 4
Factory Raw Stock Storage = 21,000 x 25
Foundry = 23,000 x 25
Pattern Shop = 12,500 x 25
Purchased Parts Storage = 18,000 x 25
Tossnonge Tur Tows Wistiess) RSN 0 0
Paint, 0il & Dope Storage = 5,000 x 15
Office, 2-story & basement = 17,000 x 46
1,125,500

198,000 Extra floor space in
34,000 multi-story Bldg. + 232,000
232,000 1,357,500

=

Ay

Cu.Ft. Building Cost
8,775,000 at § .15 = $1,316,250,00
13,125,000 at .15 = 1,968,750.,00
12,675,000 at .15 = 1,901,250.00
4,55&.,0“} ﬂt 125 — 1,138,5muﬂ'ﬂ'
525,000 at .15 = 78,750.00
575,000 at .15 = 86,250,00
312,500 at .15 = 46,875.00
450,000 at .15 = 67,500.00
mﬂ,ﬂm at 415 = RD,UGD]:DD
75,000 at .15 = 11,250.00
732,% at ‘35 = 2?3,7&].':":
Total Cost  §7,009,075.00
Utilities 1,234,550.00
$8,243,625.00

WG Overhead

5% 412,181.25
$8,655,806.25

3~ p—

(= -
2 4

—

[ : _..-"'f
F :-11':*5
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Basis for estimate - experience of costs for similar structures at Wright Fileld and Sacramento Air Depot



FULLY FORWARDED TO THE PRESIDENT.

E. M. W.




WAR DEPARTMENT y 2
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M, WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.
Enclosed for the information of the FPresident ism

Report No. 68 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for

Qo=

HRobert F. Patterson,
Under Secretary of War,

Produgtion of Munitions,

L}“
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MEMCRANDUM FOR GENERAL K. M, WATSON,
Searetary to the President,

The White House,
Enclosed for the informatien of the President ig
Report No, 68 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for
Produstion of Munitions.

Robert r. Pﬂttm“'
Under Secretary of Var.



ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. G,

January 4, 1941,

Report No, 68.

MEMCRANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Nawvy
The Under Secretary of the Navy
The Aesistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECTs Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In mccordance with instructions to eubmit from time to time,
a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the follow-

ing notes ere made:
BRITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

A request has been received for additional 3=inch nawvel guns.
The British desire Yo obtain up to three hundred (300) of these gune,
Other requests have been received in the past for 4-inch naval guns and
it is evident that these 3-inch guns now requested are intended to arm
werchant vessels for which 4-inch guns could not be obtained.

Action hae been taken to make aveilable to Australia a sufficient
number of drawings of the M=3 tank to serve as a basie for the design of
a tank, The Australians intend to construct tanks in Australia, and ap-
parently have sufficient industrial development to undertske such a project.

A proving ground site at Wereton, New Jersey, mbout twenty (20)
miles from Atlantic City, ie being studied at the present time. A firm
called the McCrossin Engineering Corporation is underteking the develop-
ment of this proving ground. It has been learned that the British are
also interested in limdted facilities at Canton, Ohio (Republic Steel Com-
pany), Indianapolis, Indiana (Marmon-Herrington Company) and York, Pennsyl-
vania (York Safe & Lock Company). These limited facilities are intended
for such testing of ammumnition, guns, carriages and armor rlate an may be
safely earried out in such installations,

Investigation reveals that apparently the 20 mm Hispano=Suiza gun
slated for production in this country by the British is not exactly like
that to be produced for the United States by the Bendix Company, Efforts
are being made to have the design of this gun conform to that to be produced
for the United States because of the necessity for standerdizetion,

In a previous report mention was made of a need by the British
for 37 mm powder, They asked for priority for a :upplyﬁ&ﬁq%iﬁhtuen (18)

EQ. 11662, dec. ME) and 65(D) or (E)
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tons a month for the next six months. The source of this powder is the
Hercules Powder Company which is creating a new plant at Kenvil, New
Jersey to take the place of the plant destroyed a few monthas ago. This
new plant cannot possibly begin production before January 15th, Con-
ferences have been held with the Hercules Company to determine how the
problem of supplying both British and American requirements can be solved,
It seems probable that an equitable division of the available capacity .
can be arranged,

Approval for priority for a supply of tetryl has been granted,
The situation in the United States is very satisfactory with respect to
this item and it was, therefore, easy to grant the British request with=-
out detriment to the United States loading program, r

Mention has been previously made of a request by the British for
one hundred (100) light tanks. Action is being presented to the Chief of
Staff to furnish only sixty-six (66) tanks as it was decided by him that
none would be taken from the Armored Corps.

The modification of ome B-17C airplane is proceeding at the
Boeing Aircraft Company. A complication has arisen in the project to
turn over twenty (20) B=17C airplanes to the British because of the neces=
8ity of training British crews. Efforts are being made to work out a
legal solution for this problem as it is obvious that the British crewsmust
be trained before they take over these valuable airplanes.

BELGIUM :

For the Belgian Congo, the Belgian Ambassador has asked that two
hundred and twenty-five (225) 60-inch mortars be furnished from U.5. stocks
or that a priority be granted for their manufacture. There are no surplus
60rinch mortars in stock, but comsideration is being given to an indication
of sources where these mortars can be procured, The Ambassador also asked
that the mortars be proof fired by the United States. In this connection,
he has negotiated for the supply of eighteen (18) 81 mmn mortars and the
names. of two companies have been furnished to him., Recently, the War De-
partment  of fered seventy-one hundred (7100) Enfield rifles in response to

another request,

URWAY

The Norwegian Legation has renewed its request to be furnished
with twenty-four hundred (2400) rounds of 4=-inch naval ammunition to equip
Norwegian merchant vessels. It will be recalled that twenty-one (21)
surplus 4-inch naval guns were furnished, but that it was possible to give
them only a small quantity of ammunition., The Norwegian total requirement
for this ammunition is being considered by the British and it is probable
that there will eventually be a procurement order by the British covering
this ammunition for both the Empire and the Allies. DECLASSIFIED

E.O. 11662, Sec. 3(E) and &D) or (E)
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CHINA

The Chinese Military Attache has asked whether one hundred and
twenty (120) 75 mm guns and ammunition for them can be supplied from U.S.
Army stocka, It has been necessary to state that there is no surplus and
that it will require about a year to procure from manufacturers.

~GREECE

EBoth the British Purchasing Commission and the Greek Legation have
presented Greek requirements. The British seem to be mainly interested in
getting for them twenty (20) mountain guns and three thousand (3000) rounds
for each gun, and have been asking if these can be supplied from surplus
stocks. Therse is no surplus of this item.

The Gresk Legation has asked the State Department for the follow-
inge

10,000 rounds 57 mm Shells

40,000 rounds 75 mm Schneider Mountain guns
10,000 rounds 105 mm Schneider Howitzers
10,000 rounds 155 mm Schneider Howitzers.

Of the ebove items the Navy Department has available some 57 mm
obsolete ammunition. This is for the old Navy six pounder, The War Depart=-
ment has nothing resembling the 75 mm or the 105 mm Schneider ammunition,
but, of course, the 155 mm Schnelder is a standard for the U. 8. Army. There
is, however, no 155 mm Howitzer ammunition which ean be considered surplus.

THAILAND

An offer is being made to the Thailand Minister covering the ten (10)
airplanes, the property of that government, now deteined at Manila and for
gix (6) mdditional mirplanes in production in the United States. Negotia-
tions for these mirplanes have dragged because of the necessity of working out
certain elaims which the Thailand Government presented in connection with
the transaction, It seems probable that an early decision will be reached
which will enable the United States to take over these airplanes,.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Board:

(
!
i
CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, Comsst Artillery Corps,
Chairman.
DA
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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E, M. WATSON,
Secretary to the Fresident,
The White House.

Encleosed for the information of the President is

Report No. 69 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for

PLsP o=

Robert F. Patterson,
Under Seecretary of War.

Production of Munitions.




ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D, .

January 14, 1941,

Beport No, 69

MEMCRANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secretary of the HNavy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Havy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Haval Operations.

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiriee for Production of Munitions.,

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to time,
e brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the follow=
ing notes are made:

ERITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

On behalf of Canada, the Cormission is agking for forty-eight
(48) 3=-pounder naval guns for the equipment of fast motor launches of
the crash boat type for use on the east and west comsts in eonjunction
with the Canadian Navy and Air Force., This request is being handled
by the Navy Department and it is not known as yet whether the guns
referred to will be furnished,

An export license on hand indicates that 336 Caliber #50 Adr-
craft machine gune are destined for the Straits Settlements. Reference
has been made in previous reports to other items being sent from this
country to thies destination,

It is noted also that six hundred (600) cast armor plate turreta
for tanks and ninety thousand (90,000) forginga covering seventeen (17)
parts for the Hispano-Suiza gun are due for export to English faectories,

A request to ferry all of the B=17C airplanes to the Bosing
factory for modification has been approved, This means that all twenty
(20) of these shipa will go to the factory for installation of Sperry
equipment rather than having it done at the Sacramento Air Depot. The
British also asked that leak-proof tanks and armor plate be installed
on these ships, but the delay to accomplish this would be so great as
to defeat the purpose of early delivery of the twenty (20) ships concerned,

A complication in connection with the B-17C deal has been met in
the project to deliver bombs equal to three months opw!ﬂ'na. The Bri=

EQ. 11662, Sec. 3(E) and B(D) or (E)
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tish are not moving fast enough in asking for the bombs and the inter-
mediary is at a standstill, pending final instructions from the Bri=
tish and the turn-over of the necessary funds to cover the bombs., It
is apparent that this delay is caused by & difficulty in finding the
funds to finanee the purchase of the bombs. In this conmnection, it
should be remarked that many of the British procurement negotiations
seem to be at a standstill until the Lease-Lend Bill is handled by

the Congress,

A request was received for nine (9) additional B-24 4-engined
bombers. The War Department 1s attempting to securs in exchange for
these bombers approximately two hundred thirty (230) engines suitable
for 4-engined bombers.

The Navy Department is making available to the War Department
for sale to the British one hundred fifty (150) 4=inch naval guns, to-
gether with 7,500 rounds of emmunition. These gune are stated to be
needed for the British merchant marine,

An export license for three (3) Lockheed Electra planes, model
10=B indicates that the British Purchasing Commission is still buying
second=hand transport planes. They paid $30,000 each for these planes
and the deal was handled by Charles H., Babb Company, & brokerage firm.
This company has, in the past, handled the purchase of a considerable
number of segond~hand planes for British account,

There is attached herewith a summary of the orders placed by
the British Empire through December 28, 1940, It will be noted that
the grand total is $3,191,735,831.49. S

CHINA

Ordnance requirements for China have now been received. They
consist of the followingi

10,000 Light machine guns 7.9 mm
300,000,000 7.9 mm cartridges
120 75 mm mountain guns
360,000 75 mm shell for these guns
120 Caliber .50 A A machine guns
600,000 Caliber .50 eartridges.

The total of this request is estimated to be $30,000,000. The Chinese
have agked what part ean be supplied from our stocks and if nothing

can be supplied, they desire to know the names of the manufacturers.

It seems improbable that any of the items desired can be furnmished from

OECLASSIFIED
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stocks, as these are all items where shortages exist in reserves for
the current national defense program,

The Chinese have also ordered 1000 tona of T.N,T. This
order is placed with the Dupont Company and represents the output
of a production line at Barkedale, Wisconein, which waa largely
created on previous Chinese orders.

EINLAND
The Finnish Military Attache advises that he has aold

156,500 Bl mm trench mortar projectiles on order with Triumph Explo=
sives, Incorporated. The sales were as followa:

65,000 to the Dutch East Indies
91,500 +to the Greeks

He also states that he still has 30,000,000 rounds of his order of

7¢62 mm ammunition with the Winchester Company, which has not yet been
sold. He was asked whether he hag approached the Chinese to buy this
ammunition and has replied that the Chinese make their own Russian
cartridges and have no interest in this stock. The Netherlands Indies,
however, is interestesd in taking this ammunition and it has been learned
that four hundred fifty (450) Hotchkiss mechine guns have been obtained,
and that new barrels will be made for them by the Savage Arms Company,
The Finnish Legation has had to adopt this devious method of disposal
by securing machine guns in order to dispose of the ammunition, When
this ammunition is finally sold, the Finnish commitments in this country
for ammunition will havs been completely liquidated.

For the Clearanca Committee, Army and Navy Munitions Boards

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, Comst Artillery Corps,
Chairman,

DECLASSHIED
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OSD letter, Map W% 1973

‘iii '.‘ l' _‘ . B RT, HAHS Lo s



Rl

T



a—— -

[iS ) =
N7 }{ / aud frhe
WAR DEPARTMENT N \‘_-‘

1

WASHINGTON \t}/l, :

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White Housze

Enclosed for the informstion of the President is
Report No. 70 on the subject of Foreign Inguiries for

Produetion of Munitions.

e

cecretar?d of War.

DECLASSIFRD
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MEMORARDUM FOR GINERAL E. M. WATSON,

Secretary to the President,
The White House

Enclosed for the information of the President is

Report No. 70 on the subject of Forelgn Inculries for
Produotion of Munitions.

secretary of Wer.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
w-ﬂ-'ll'.llNETl:lN1 D.C,

January 22, 1941

Report No. 70

MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Hayal Operations

SUBJECT : Foreign Inmuiries for Production of Munitions.
1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to time,
& brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the follow-

ing notes are made:

BRITISH FURCHASING COMMISSTION

At the request of the War Department s the route sheets and draw-
ings for the 40 mm Bofors anti-sirecraft gun have been obtained. The
drawings of the ammnition are et to be supplied, The British are
furnishing the information on this gun because of the Army's interest in
its possible manufacture in this country. The Bofors 40 mm gun enjoys a high
reputation for effectiveness against low flying aireraft.

In previous reports, mention has been made of the conversion of
twenty (20) B-17C airplanes, destined for final delivery to the British, at
the plant of the Boeing Adrecraft Company. The last airplane will be de—
livered to the Boeing plant on February 12th and the Jjob of conversion will
be completed in twenty-eipght (28) working days after the tenth plane is de-
livered. The first plane was completed on January llth. About a dozen
changes requested by the British zre being made, tut all of these changes
can be accomplished in the over-all time noted above.

Most of the large British procurement projects areat a standstill
for lack of money, and will so remain until the Lend-Lease Pill receives
the approval of Congress. Preliminary Negotiation Reports contimue to be
received in considerable numbers and are being clearid for procurement as
rapidly as possible,

The following items are in the course of transfer from the Navy
Department to the War Department for supply to the 3ritish through an inter-
mediarys:

DECLASSIFIED
E.0. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and HD) or ()
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150 4-inch Naval guns
30,000 4-inch shells

300 3-inch Naval guns
18,000 3-inch shells.

Staff action has been completed to allow the British to obtain
thirty-six (36) light tanks from the American Cer & Foundry Company. The
original request was for one hundred (100) of these tanks, but it was
found practiceble to give them only the undelivered tanks on the current
Army order. It is expected that an order for two hundred and sixty (260)

of these light tanks will be placed by the British in the near future, when
money becomes available,

Approvel has been given for the export of the }-3 lipght tank draw-
ings to Australia. The Australians expect to manufacture tanks and desire
our designs as a point of departure. In last week's report, reference

was made to an approval for export of the ¥-3 medium tank drawings which
will also be produced in Australia.

Eerly in December, arrangements were made to allow the British to
use the Aberdeen Proving Ground for a limited perdiod until they can develop
faeilities for themselwves. The original authority included only armor plate,
but it has sinece been found necessary to extend it to smmunition components,
The extension was to February lst, but from present indications it will be
necessary to extend it still further, possibly until March 1lst.

hction is being taken to furnish fifty (50) 4-inch Naval guns to
Canada, The York Safe & Lock Company will act as intermediery in this
transaction. The puns will be overhauled in Oaznada and used on escort
vessels being fitted out at Canadian naval bases,

Action has also been completed to make available to Canada elpht (8)
10-inch puns with ammunition (from our harbor defenses), 20,000 Enfiesld

rifles, and twenty-five (25) 37 mm tank guns suitable for the Renault tanks
turned over to Canada some months apo.

The Cenadians are now supplying their propgress reports on oroduc-—
tion in Canada. These have been found to be very complete and are valuable
to the War Department to indicate demands on the United States for assis-
tance in earrying out the procurement,

Request has been received to make available any remaining Lewis
aircraft machine guns in stock., There still remain several hundred of these
guns in overseas departments. All stocks in the United States were turned
over to the British last June. The type is obsolete and it is probable that

the remaining guns and their spare parts will be made available to the
British.

DECLASSIID
E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) o (E)
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DONRIDENT.

The British have supplied to 0~2 a list of plants in this country
which have munitions orders from them. This list is needed for protection
studies,

Within the last few days a conference has been held with the British
to standardize the ammnition for the 20 mm Hispano-Suiza pun. It secms
probable that the British model of this ammunition will be produced in this
country.

Two months ago, the War Department in response to an urgent
British request offered 10,000 6x30 binoculars on an exchange basis of
oene for cne. These were reconditioned binoculars, in serviceable condi-
tion. The British were unwilling to accept this proposal and have made a
counter-proposal of 550 for 1000, that is, they will sive us later from
an order with Pausch & Lomb 550 new binoculars for each 1000 old binoculars
turned over to them. The situation is very acute on supply of binoculars to
the British Army and it secms probable that some arrangements will have tobe
made to assist them in obtaining immedizte supply.

It is understood that Mr. Arthur B, Purvis, Chairman of the British
Purchasing Commission, brouzht from England a revised stetement of require-
ments for 1941-1942 covering aireraft, merchant vessels, and ordnence,

This program is much larpger than any heretofore coming to our attention and
indicates a very heavy demsnd on our production facilities.

The British Purchasing Commission is using its facilities to send
samples of military equipment which we desire to send to the United States
Military Attache in London for demonstration or test furposes, It is not
possible to sell samples of 1:5. items to the British, but it has been
found practicable to send samples to the lNilitary Attache and wive him
authority to demnstrattf or expend as the case might require.

The Eritish Admiralty has supplied a complete program for items
which they would like to get from the United States Goverrment stocks and
items for which orders must be placed, It i5 noted that one of the most
pressing requirements is for juns to arm merchant ships. A considerszble
number of 7x50 binocculars for use on merchant vessels is also an urgent re-
quirement. These are needed to spot aireraft and submarines and thus edve
the merchant vessel a chance to defend itself,

In view of impending action on the Lend-Lease Bill, closer contacts
with the British Purchasing Commission are developing. Hany technical con-
ferences with personnel of the Vur and Navy Departments hove been held in
the recent past which are layins the ground vork for action to be taken under
the Lend-Lease Bill,

DECLASSIFED
EO. 11662, Sec. 3(E) and 5D) or ()
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BRAZIL

The Brazilian Military Commission which moved to New York several
months ago has r eturned to Washington,

Further study is being given to a progurement program for armament
for Brazil. This program exceeds 200,000,000 and is impracticable of exeocu-
tion without financial aid from the United States,

NETHERTANDS

Negotiations are in progress with the dinchester Repeating Arms
Company to create a small arms ammunition plant to produce 260,000,000
caliber .30 and 8,000,000 caliber .50 cartridges,

This firm is also estimating on the costs and equipment needed for
the plant to produce small arms ammmnition in dJava. The Company has been
told that there is no objection to Preparation of this estimate, but that
the purchase of the machines and thelr export will be guestions which will
have to be settled later.

The Dutch sre also negotiating with Winchester to purchase 500,000
caliber 303 coartridzes which the Aritish Purchasing Commission rejected
as unsuitsble for use in the Bren gun. The head thickness was too great
for the Bren gun, but seems to be snitable for types of weapons on hand
in the Netherlands Indies,

Action is being taken to furnich eighty (80) 3-inch obsolete Naval
guns and a quantity of loaded projectiles. These are being turned over to
the Army for disposal throuzh an intermediary and will be overhauled in an
fmerican plant before shipment to the Fast Indies.

BELETIN

Arrengements have been completed to furnish 7,100 anfield rifles
to the Belgian Congo.

It has been learned that the Canadians will furnish 50,000 rounds of
75 mm shells to the reeks. These arc shells oripinally from U.5. stocks
which were turned owver to the British last June but never exported from
Canada. The Greeks will be able to use the shell, the powder, and the fuze
and assemble these components to their owm cartridre cases and rrimers in
“reece. This will make the ammunition suitable for the 75 mm Schneider Pack
Howitrer. It is expected that they will recuest that we furnish a quantity of
M-46 fuzes., The !k IIT fuzes with these shalls are not sultable for use in
the lower zones of the pack howitzer,
DECLASSIFIED
EQ. 11652, Sec. H{E) and 6(D) or (E)
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The original Oreek reouest included 75 mu, 105 mm and 155 mm amauni-
tion, but it seems improballe that amy of these can be supplied ac U.5. Army
surplus. The Navy Department has, however, furnished 10,000 &-pounder shells,
a type now obsolete in the Kavy.

CHINA

An effort is being made to pet the Chinese interested in bidding for
30,000,000 rounds of 7.62 caliber cartridzes on order Lor Finland with the
Winchester Company. The Finns previously offered these cartridges to the
Chinese but were told that the tyne is manufactured in China and that the
Chinese are not, therefore, interested in tuying any stocks in this couniry.
It is, of course, our view that this larpe quantity of smsll arms ammunition
should be put to use and for this reason its availability in this country
has been mentioned to the only belllgerent nation using some Russian equip-
ment at the present time, which is China.

HOULARTA

The Roumsnian Government has 30,000 gallons of Tolusl and a con-
gidirable cuantity of barbed wire which it desires to sell. It has heen
found impossible to export these items to Houmania. FRecommendation has
been made that they market these stocks throuph a U.S. firm to a friendly
foreirn rovernment. The Hepublic Steel Company represcntative wos intro-
duced in connection with the disposal of the barbed wire and at least one
manufacturer will be interszsted in buying the toluel.

NOHAY

Steps are in progress to meke availeble twenty-five (35) 3-inch
Haval broadside puns of an cbsolete model and a gquantity of projectiles.
These items are being transferred from the Havy Depertment to the nar De-
partment for dispossl through an intermediary.

For the Clesrance Commitiee, Army & YNavy Munitions foard:

i

!

CHARLYS FIHES,
Colunel, Coast srtillery Corps,
Chairman

DECLASSIFIED
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WAR DEPARTMENT | . o
WASHINGTON o
T

January 29, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,

Secretary to the President,
The White House.

Enclosed for the information of the President is
Report No. 71 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for

Production of Munitions,

Wiy d, St

Secrate of Var.
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CONFTLENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATS0N,
Becretary to the Fresident,
The White House.

Enclosed for the information of the President 1is

Report No. 7L on the subject of Fereign Inquiries for
Production of Munitions.,

' Secretary of War,



ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
' WASHINGTON, D. C.

January 28, 1941,

Report No, 71.

MEMORANDUM TOt The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Nawvy
The Under Secretery of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECTs Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to time,
a brief report on foreign inquiries for military eguipment, the follow-
ing notes are mades

BRITISH PURCHASING COMMISSI ON

A request has been received that there be furnished from U. S.
orders thirty thousand (30,000) 37 mm A.P. shot to balance components
received from other plants executing British orders. It seems that the
British have not obtained deliveries from the National Prneumatic Company,
the contractor for the projectiles. This firm expected to be in pro=
duction in December 1940, but cannot produce until March 1941, This is
an example, of several cases which have come to our attention where optimis-
tic promises of production have been made to the British and it was found
necessary to ask for amssistance from U. 5. production to make it possible
for them to obtain complete articles.

Recent export licenses carry one hundred fifty-nine (159) Con-
solidated 4-engined bombers. These, of course, are future deliveries and
include the remaining twenty (20) of the concession made by the U, 5. some
months ago to allow the British to obtain the first twenty-six (26) of
these bombers,

Several licenses show daatiﬁitiuna as the British Gold Coast, It
is noted with interest that one (1) Martin bomber and some Caliber .50 and
Caliber .30 smmunition mre slated for this destination.

The Canadians are msking for bomb bellistic tables for use in con=-
nection with the testing of bombe in Canada derived from deliveries from
American manufacturers. This particular request involves the only remain-
ing secret Army item not released to the British some months age. A study
is being made to determine whether the time has come to consider the release

of thess tables.
DECLASSSRED
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In previous reports, mention was made of supply of eight (8)
10=inch gune to Canada from our harbor defenses, Canadian engineers are
here at the present time studying the type of implacement to be built in
Canade for these guns. The eight (8) guns will be grouped in four (4)
batieries and all will be instelled at the east comst points.

The Canadian authorities are negotiating with the York Safe and
Lock Company to handle the details of the dismounting of the 10-inch guns
in this country, es well as the financial festures of the exchange con-

tract,

The ammunition for the 20 mm Hispano-Suiza aircraft gun has been
stendardized on the British model, Action has also been taken in colla-
boration with the British to standardize the type of gun which will be pro=—

duced in the United States.

A production priority has been requested to obtain double driving
springs for Caliber .50 eircraft machine gune being manufactured for the
British, The old single driving spring previously furnished with these ~
guns is not puitable. The priority desired is for supply from the order

of the United States Army for spare parts.

A complete set of drawinge for the M-3 light tank has been furnished.

This involves several thousand drawings and is & preliminary to the place-
ment of an order for about two hundred sixty (260) M-3 light tenks with the

American Car and Foundry Company.

As of January 11, 1941, the situation on British orders was as

follownst
Areraft $1,515,574,016.70
Others 1,621,862,358.91
Capital Assistaence 171,489,734.57
Total $3,308,926,11¢.18
EELGIUM

In a previous report, reference was made to the action of the War
Department in supplying 7,100 Enfield rifles for use in the Belgian Congo.
We are now advised that the British are planning to furnish the ammunition
for these rifles, with one million rounds to be supplied in the pericd,
February to April inclusive, and six million additional before the end of

Jul?q
DECLASSIFIED
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NETHERLANDS

The Netherlands Government is the second largest purchaser of
munitions. The status of its orders as of January 11, 1941, was ag
followas

Aircraft $44,651,900
Others 38,648,900
No capitel assistence

Total $63,300,800

Yor the Clearancs Committes, Army & Navy Munitions Boardi

’ J

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, Comst Artillery Corps,
Cheirman,

DECLASSD
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MEMCRANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSCM,

Secretary to the President,
The Thite House.

Enclosed for the information of the President is

Heport No. 72 on the subjesct of Foreign Inquiries for

Production of Munitions.

0 sP e

Robert P. Patterson,
Under Secretary of Tar.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. G,

February 4, 1941,

]

Report No, 72.

MEMORANTUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretarvy of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations.

SUBJECT s Forelgn Inquiries for Production of Munitions,

l. In accordance with instruetions to submit from time to time,
a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the folluﬁ‘ing
notes are made:

BRITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

8ix of the B-24 airplsnes released by the War Department have been
delivered by the Consolidated Adireraft Corporation to the British. The
question of the supply of govermment furnished equipment has now arisen. It
will be necessary to furnish the equipment for these six (6) airplanes, and
the remaining twenty (20) to be delivered later, from stocks procured b:.r the
Air Corps and originally intended for these twent.;—si:-: (26) airplanes, It
is expected that replacement of the goverrment furnished items will be handled
by orders to the original manufacturers, who will be directed by the Air Corps
contracting ni‘ficer to forward the bill to the British for sett.lmant-.

To enable the British to make a test of a Garand rifle, now in England,
the War Department is making available to the U. 8. Military Attache in Iondon
a quentity of cartridge clips., These were apparently not procured-at the
time of the original acquisition of the rifle. In this connection, a per—
mission has also been granted to the Winchester Company to sell one Garand
rifle to Canada for tests by the Canadisn Adir Force.

It is informally understood that the Finencing of thirty-six (36)
light tanks and twenty (20) B-17C airplanes has been arranged., These two
urgent transactions have been at a standstill for several weelts hecause of
the British financial situation,

Canadian engineers are inspecting 10-inch gun emplacements to obtain
the necessary technical informatlon to construct simllar emplacements in
Canada, As reported previously, the guns concerned are from our harbor de-
fenses and will go to east coast points in Canada., Three guns from the harbor
defenses of the Delawsre will be immediately dismounted by the York Safe &
Lock Company, which has also been awarded the exchange contract, The original
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project called for 2,000 rounds of amor plereing amminition for these guns,
This quantity is now being reduced to 800 rounds for economy reasons. It
seems that this action wos made necessary because the procuremsnt program
for Canada, brought back from England by Mr, Howe, Canadian Minister of
Munitions, ealls for much larger financial assistance from Canada on muni-
tions orders in the near future,

Final action has been taken to furnish to Canada fifty (50) 4~inch
naval guns and a quantity of ammunition for them, These guns will be mounted
on Canadian patrol and escort vessels,

In previous reports, a reference has been made to a project for a
proving ground in ¥ew Jersey., This project almost died because the options
to acquire the land were not exercised, Action has now been taken by the
British to take up these options and it is assumed that the project can now
Jproceed. The area concernmed is near Atlantic City and is large encugh for
long range firing,

Arrangements have been completed to make available one hundred and
thirty (130) tons of tetryl for urgent needs in Great Britain, This tetryl
is needed for loading of boosters for Dritish type bombs,

Agreement has been reached with the British covering the details for
the production of the 20 mm Hispano-Suiza gun, For a time, it scemed that
two types of this gun were slated for manufscture in this country, but a
conference has eliminated the differences and will lead to the production of
a type which will be suitable for both U,S5. and British needs,

Approval has been granted for the interchanpe of information on small
arms ammnition production between the Hemington Amms Company and Defense
Industries, Ltd., of Canada, its Cenadian affiliate, .

The duties of the Army-Navy-British Joint Aircraft Committes have
been broadened to include a considoration of aireraft requirements of other
countries than the British Empire. The British members are still retained
on the Committee for consideration of the needs of other countries, because
of the bearing of all aircraft requiremenis on those of the Sritish Empire.

An offer to make available [ive hundred and thirty-two (532) Lewis
aireraft guns has been made, but the British have not yet indicated whether
they wish to-take these guns. They are located in our foreign garrisons,
are obsclete, and are similar to the large quantity furnished to the British
last June,

Arrangements are beins made to interchange on loan one American tyne
thirteen and one-half foot heicht finder for a British gighteen foot in-

strument,
As the British proving ground facilities are not yet ready, it is pro=-
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bable that the use of Aberdeen Proving Ground for armor plate and ammunition
component testing will have to be extended another month, The Aberdeen -
Proving Ground has been used for the past two months to test materiel ulti-
mately destined for the British and this has been legally done by. having the .
work performed for American manufacturers, -

Permission has been granted to the British to send the drawings for
the Sperry-gyro-stabilizer to England., This stabilizer will be used in the
medium tank program,

Two 4.2-inch chemical mortars will be sent in the near future to the
Mlitary Attache in London, England., These are to be used for demonstratisn
to the British War Office., The request oripinated with Colonel Barley,
Chemical Warfare Officer of the British Army, who was in this country several
months ago. Arrangements are slso in course to determine whether a quantity
of empty shells from a current U, S. order can be furnished for Lhese mortars
by allowing the British to place an order for the first one thousand (1,000)
shells,

CHIIE

Funds and authority have been received by the Chilean Embassy to
order forty-eight (48) Pack Howitzers and ammunition of U, §. military design.
It is our understanding that these funds were derived from cancelation of an
order held by the Krupp Company of Germany,

An order has been placed with an American fim for sixty (60) 81 mm
trench mortars., Ammunition for these mortars will be procured from another
American fi¥m,

CHTNA

Several weeks ago the Chinese Government submitted a very large pro-
curement program for aircraft and armament, This has since been amendsd to
include only training airplanes and small arms smmunition. Tt seems improbable
that any of the items requested can be furnished before 1942, A sugrestion
hzs been made that the Chinese renew their request if and when the Lend-Iease
Bill is passed and it can then be detemmined whether priority for supplies is
to be granted to China,

GREECE

Action has been taken to make available ten thousand (10,000) é-pounder
naval shells. These are said to be urgently needed for anti-tank use, The
type is an obsolete naval caliber and the ammunition has been transferred to
the War Dgpartment for disposition. Four thousand (4,000) rounds will be
ready by February 7, 1941. ¢

DECLASSIFIED
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The Greek !inister has also asked that his contract for thirty—five
(35) Cuntinental W—670 engines (aircraft type) be not disturbed. These are
evidently needed for maintenance of training planes already in Greece,

NORWAY

A request for seven (7) additional Fairchild trainers for the Nor-
vwegian Air Training School in Canada has been received. The Fairchild
Company has already supplied fourteen (14) of these trainers., It will be
recalled that the Norwegian Govermment is engaged in z very active air
training program in Canada, with a view to maintenance of squadrons in the

Royal Air Force.
IEAN

A mamfacturing license for the Hawk 75-4 plane for production in
Iran has been approved, This is at present an obsclescent medel for the
Us S« Conditions for the release of this manufacturing license include a
proviso that there will be no dissipation of U.S5. efforts in persommel and
machines to create a plant in Iran as long as the aireraft situation in the

United States remsins eritieal.
SOCONY-VACUUM OIL COMPANY

A recent report from the Socony-Vacuum OL1 Company showing exports
of petroleun preducts during the fourth quarter of 1940 indicates that, out
of a total of 1,557,000 barrels exported Japan got 978,000 barrels, This
was mainly Diesel fuel and erude oil, No aviation gasoline was shipped dur-

ing that period to Japan, .
For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitions Board:

cicE .
\ t
'CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps,
Chairman,
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Secretary to the President,
The VWhite House.

Encleosed for the information of the President is

Report No. 73 on the subject of Foreign Inguiries for

QLo PEe

Robert P. Patterson,
Under Secretary of War.

Production of Manitions.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
f WASHINGTON, D. C,

February 13, 1941
Heport lio. 73.

VMEMCRANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations.

' SUBJECT: Forelgn Inguiries for Produection of Munitions.
1. In accordance with instructions to submit from time to tlme,
a brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the following

notes are made:

ERITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

gix (6) of the B-17C 4-engine bombers have been completely modified
and are available for transfer to the British. The remaining fourteen (14)
ships will be ready about February 2lst. The British crews are being trained
to operate this type of bomber. The Ordnance Department of the Army is
sending the guns and the necessary small arms ammunition for cne fill, The
airplanes are being concentrated st Sscramento Air Depot as rapidly as the
modificztions are completed at Boeing factory in Seattle.

[

P

Several weeks ago the British were authorized to take over the last
thirty-six (36) light tanks under production at the American Car and Foundry
Company for Army account. We are now advised that because of financial dif-
ficulties it will be possibtle to take over only two of these tanks at the
present time. This will allow at least a sample for instruction and ex-
periment in England.

Action has been taken to allow the British to buy two (2) scout cars
from the White Motor Company and to furnish twe (2) anti-tank gpuns to our
Military Attache in London. These samples are intended for instruetion and
experiment as in the case of the tanks referred to above.

In order that some 37 mm emmunition may be provided for the two tanks
referred to above, action is in process to furnish six thousand (6,000) pounds
of 37 mm powder and thirty thousand (30,000) A.P. shot to the American firm
which has the contract for loading this type of ammunition for British account.
The econtractors who were scheduled to supply these components have not been
eble to make deliveries as promised and the British have asked for emergency
assistance from the United States. ORLLASSITED

EO0, 11662 Sec. ME) and 6(D) or (E)
0S50 Jetter, May 3, 1973
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As another contractor is not meeting his delivery schedule for the
37 mm anti-tank gun, the British have also asked that half the deliveries
from commercial sources for puns of this type be allocated to them for the

next few months.

Action has been completed to furnish one hundred and fifty (150)
4=inch pguns and seventy—five hundred (7,500) shell without cartridge cases.
The materiel sc provided was transferred from the Nuvy to the Army as surplus
for the purpose of making it available to the British.

Heference has been made in previous reports to assistance being
rendered by the Aberdeen Proving Ground to American manufacturers producing
on British orders in testing the current output of ammnition components and
ermor plate. The time for use of the proving ground has been extended several
times in the past because the British are not yet prepsred to make their own
tests in this country. It now seems probable that a further extension to
Mey 1st will be necessary and it is hoped that by that time British proving
ground facilities will be available,.

Information has been received that the British Government expects to
make a gift of two complete 40 mm Bofors guns to the United States Govermment.
One of these guns is already at Aberdeen Proving Ground and the other will
be forwarded shortly from England., The War Department is much interested in
the Bofors gpun as its combat record in England has been excellent,

An unusual request just recelved is for one thousand (1,000) caliber
+45 pistols, by diversion from a U.S5. contract. It is represented that these
pistols &re needed for operations planned in the near future.

A study is being made of the British program which would probably be
undertaken if and when the Lend-Lease Bill is passed. As peviously noted in
our reports, this program is much larger than ever before contemplated.

For the Clearance Committee, Army & Nevy unitions Doard:

¥
':ILI:I- E\-I-J-I-.II-J “I?‘-L-El,

Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps,
Chairman
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Februsry 19, 1941

Heport Ho. 7

MEMORANDUM TO:1 The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secrectary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief-of Staff i
The Chief of Navel Operations.

SUBJECT 3 Foreipn Inguiries for Production of Munitions.
1. In accordance with instructions to sutmit from time to time,

& brief report on foreign inquiries for military equipment, the following
notes are mades

ERITISH PURCHASING COMMISSTON

The first B-24 four-engined bomber of the six already delivered
has been flovn to La Guardia Field, New York, and will shortly proceed to
England. The first six ships of the twenty-six to be eventually obtained
on this contract with Consolidated Aircraft Corporation will not have any
armament, The remaining twenty airplanes will be equipped with necessary
armament, and steps are being taken to supply the armament from existing
stocks with replacement later by the British. Small arms ammunition need-
ed for an initial fi11 is being made available from a quantity authorized
for supply in cemnection with the desl for twenty B-170 airplanes.

Arrangements have been comploted to forwerd two 4.21 chemical
mortars to the American Military Attache in England, with authority to
demonstrate these mortars to the British. Arrsngements have also been
made to furnish the first one thousand shell on a current U.S. contract,
These are empty shell which will be filled in England and used in the
demonstration referred to above. It is interesting to note that the
British mede it possible to begin the contract for the mamifacture of
the shells by providing three essential machine tools. The supply of
these machine teools made it possible for the manufacturer to get inte
production seversl months in advance of the time originally scheduled
for the U.S. order.

Actlon has been completed to make available six thousand pounds
of 37 mm powder and thirty thousand 37 mm ;..P. shot. This was necessary

DECLASSIFIED
E.D. 1165%, Sec. 3(E) and (D) or (B)
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to enable the British to load immediately enouph 37 mm A.P. shot so that
a supply can be made available in England for several light tanks due to
be shipped in the immediate future.

Action has alse been completed to supply the British Admiralty
with the followingy

300 3" naval broadside guns
18,000 loaded and fuzed projectiles for these guns.,

This materiel was obtained by transfer from the Navy Department and is
the subject of an exchange contract by the Far Department under the pro-—
visions of the Act of July 2, 15940.

The British have supplied the drawings for their six—pounder anti-
tank gun., TIn addition, the War Department isasking the British Government
to supply two complete puns of this type with the necessary accessories and
a guantity of ammunition. It is expected that these guns will be tested
at Aberdeen Proving Ground to determine whether they are superior to current
Ues. models.

A conference has been arranged to determine what can be done to
expedite the entry into the United States through the Customs Service of
samples of the British equipment. Ways and means will be sought to lift
certain restrictions on the importation of such samples, and it is expect-
ed that some relief can be arranged to ease a diffiecult situation where
the matter is one of regulations rather than law,

The British Government' has been asked for the specifications and
the testing methods for time fuzes to determine whether any changes should
be made in our own acceptance methods for fuzes of these types,

The Priorities Doard is now giving attention to preference ratings
for foreign orders, Heretofore, forelgn orders have had no standing in
the schedule for preference ratings.

NETHERLANDS INDILS

& report has been recelved that the Netherlands Indies is pur-
chasing the remaining thirty million (30,000,000) rounds of 7.62 ammi-
nition on hand at the \iinchester Repeating Arms Company for the account
of Finland. In connection vith this transaction, five hundred (500)

DECLAGSIFIED
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Hotchkiss guns have been obtained by the Finns to make it possible to
use this ammunition, and new barrels for these gmuns are said to be on

order with Iver Johnson Company,

HORVAY
Action has been completed to supply twenty-five (25) 3" naval

broadside puns and fifteen hundred (1500) loaded and fuzed projectiles
to the Govermment of Norway. : These were made available by the Navy

Department and are to be used on Norwegian merchant ships.
For the Clearance Committee, Army & Navy Munitione Boardi
!

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps,

Chairman
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

MAR 8= 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.
Enclosed for the information of the Praesident is
Report No. 75 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for

Production of Munitions.

Pl

Robert P. Patterson,
Under Secretary of War.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

February 27, 1941

Report No. 75

MEMORANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of NWaval Operations.

SUBJECT: Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions.

1. In accordance with instructions to submit from tima
to time, a brief report on foreign inquiries for military
equipment, the following notes are made:

ERITISH PURCHASTNG COMMISSION

There has been received from the British Purchasing
Commission a revised report of orders placed in this country,
together with the production schedules. This report was found
necessary to enable the War Department to make studies of
production possibilities in connection with inersased aid to
the British,

In compliance with a request of the War Department that
procurement contracts on British orders be furnished,
8 large mumber of these contracts are now availabe, These
contracts will be valuable in the administration of the War
Department interests in the lLease-Lend Bill.

For the information of the Chief of Staff, a list has
been compiled of assistance given to the United States in the
form of information and samples by the British. The number of
items is surprisingly large, indicating clearly that the
British are cooperating in every way in supplying us with
their latest military developments and, in addition, furnishing
captured German material for study,

The drawings for the 6-pounder antitank gun, which will

supersede all smaller sizes in the British Army, have been
received and turned over to the Ordnance Department for study.
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It 1s understood that the Commission is preparing a
study of the ssslstance which the British would like to obtain
undar the Lease-Land Bill, Particular attention is being given
to items which can be made immediately available under the
authorization for supply from current appropriations or atocks
of material not exceeding §1,300,000,000 in value,

The Lease-Lend Bill will probably elsc cause a considerable
reorganigation of the present British Purchasing Commission
which may take the form of a large inecrase in the Washington
office and a corresponding decrease in tha New York office. This
is to be expected because the whole organigation which handles the
details of purchasing is in New York; and if the United States
takes over practically all the purchasing, it is not apparent why
& large organization would have to be maintained in New York.
Correspondingly, the Washington organization will have to be
increased to care for the increased lisison with the United

States Covernment which will be necessary.

A meeting was held by War Department officers with the
Commissioner of Customs, with British representatives present,
to work out ways and means to bring into this country samples
of British equipment needed for experimental purposes by our Army.
It was finally decided that, for the time being, it will be best
to have these samples brought in as British property as a matter
of international courtesy. When imported in this manner, no
duty is pald. The British have agreed that this is the best
way to enable the United States to obtain samples and are taking

the necessary at-ulps tp carry out the agreement.

Two (2) of the M2A4 army type light tanks have been shipped
to England, The British are negotiating for immediate supply of
glx (6) additicnal tanks of this type. It will be recalled that
the authority was given to them to obtaln the last thirty-six (36)
taniks on the War Department order with American Car and Foundry

Company .
Steps are in progress to furnish thirty—four (34) 3-pounder

naval guns, together with a quantity of ammunition, to Canada.
These are intended for use on crash boats and are being made

available by the Navy Department.

T
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In comnection with fire control equipment for 10-inch
guns recently sold to Canada, a study is in progress to determine
what fire control equipment can be released for the four (4)
batteries concerned.

The Canadians have also asked whether they can get a supply
of magazines for certain Lewis guns turned over to Great Britain
by the United States last June., It seems that no magazines
were furnished with the puns which went to Canada because all
spare parts had been shipped to England, and it was impossible
to get them back. It seems probable that some assistance can
be given as the Navy Department still has a stock of these magazines.

Several hundred Lewis guns are still on hand in Army stocks
in overseas possessions, These have been requested by the British
Admiralty and action is in progress to determine whether the
commanding generals of the overseas departments will consent to
their release. All other Lewis guns in Army stocks were turned
over to the British last June.

BRAZTL

A retired army officer has been ordered to active duty
to act as adviser to the Brazilian Military Commission, It is
expected that he will have to devote his time in the immediate
future to a rounding out of the equipment required for armament
sold to the Brazilians last summer.

Among the guns sold were ninety-nine (99) 6-inch guns of
British mamufacture. The problem of securing some ammunition
for these guns seems to be impossible of solution earlier than
eighteen months. An inquiry has been made to the British to
determine whether they would be willing to sell 20,000 rounds
to the Brazilians from stocks in England., Advice has been
received that these guns are in zctive use and that no ammunition
can be spared.

Various estimates have been made as to the cost of
providing the equipment needed to round out the armament referred
to above, and it is now apparent that all previous estimates
were too low. It 1s now estimated thet it will cost approximately
$12,000,000 to provide carrisges for 12-inch guns, and ammunition
for other guns sold to the Brazilians,

DECLASSIFIED
| i E.0. 116562, Sec. 3(E) and 6(I) or (B)

OSD letter, May 8, 1972

By BT,  2ARS Be AY 2119]



L

=

There has been some activity in procuring trucks to act
as prime movers for the 6-inch guns. A firm in St. Iouis has
built a pilot model of a truck which is claimed to be adequate
for the traction of these guns. The actual supply of this truck
is dependent cn procurement of axles from the firm which is
producing for the United States. It seems probable that arrange-
ments will be made so that one set of axles cen be made available
for the pilot truck and that the supply of nihety-eight (98)
additional sets, required for the prime movers of the remaining
guns, will have to be deferred until the axle situation improwves,

GREECE

Another urgent request has been received from the Greeks
for a large quantity of field artillery ammunition and guns.
It has been found impossible to supply this need because of
shortapes in United States stocks.

It has been found practicable to agree to a British request
for the diversion of eight (8) tons of tetryl to the Creeks
from an suthorization granted to the Eritish a few weeks ago.

For the Clearance Committee, Army and N Munitions Board:
Z,/Q%w
L] 4;

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps,
Chairman,

o T
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D, G,

March 7, 1941

MEMORANDUK FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
The fihite House,

Enclosed for the information of the President
is Report No. 76 on the subject of Foreign Inquiries for

Preduction of Munitions.

(5P

P,'{ _;:.?1“5’ g ; ;{:L
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Robert P, Patterson,
Under Secretary of War.
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. G,

March 5, 1941

Repert No, 76

MEMORANDUM TU: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Navy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval Operations

SUBJECT : Foreign Inquiries for Production of Munitions,

1. In accordance with instructions t¢ submit from time to
time, a brief report on forelgn inoquiries for military equipment,
the fellowing notes are made:

BRITISH FURCHASING COMMISSION

Information has been received that the British are now in a
position te finance the remaining thirty-four (34) tanks of the
total of thirty-six (36) released to them recently from the pro-
duction of the Americean Car and Foundry Company. To this time
funds have been available only for two (2) tanks, These two (2)
tanks (M244) design, have been delivered, fully equipped, and
are now on their way to England. The British have been much
interested in our type of light tank for use in a fast moving
reserve unit in England, They originally tried to get one
hundred (100), tut it was found possible to let them have only
thirty-six (36). Some difficulties are being met in placing
the order for tanks with the American Car and Foundry Company
because the company does not wish to become involved in placing
orders for equipment normally furnished Ly the government., It
is hoped that these difficulties can be adjusted in the near
future and the thirty-four (34) tanks, so urgently needed, ship-
ped to England,

The small arms amminition and the bombs to go to England
for the twenty (20) B-17C planes, now being transferred, have
been turned over tc an intermediary for British account. This
ammunition is equal to three months' requirements for the twenty
(20) vombers, The armament for these airplanes is being sent
to the Sacramento Air Depot for installation, It will consist
of six (6) caliber .50 guns and two (2) caliber ,30 guns for
each airplane, DECLASSIED

E.0Q. 11652, See. 3(E) and 5{D) or (E)
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The guns for the twenty-six (26) B=24 airplanes to be
delivered to the Eritish are being sent to the Consolidated
Arcraft Corporation, and all of these guns will be of the
caliber ,30 type. No ammunition for them will be furnished by
the United States. It has been suggested to the Eritish that
they take ammnition from the B-17C allotment to provide for
the initial requirements for the B=24's.

Arrangements have been made in consultation with the
Commissioner of Customs for importation by the British Purchas-
ing Commission, as a matter of international courtesy, of
samples of British and other forelgn material needed for test
purposes by the Ammy. The arrangement was immediately tested
by the importation of twelve (12) boxes of flares as British
property., In this connection, a study is being made of legis-
lation which would be needed to expedite the importation of
defense articles without duties or import taxes in case such
action becomes neceasary under the Lease-Lend Bill,

Because of some difficulties with caliber .50 guns of our
model in England, twenty-five (25) guns and a small quantity
of ammunition are being sent to the United States Hilitary
Attache in London for the purpose of giving a thorough demon-
stration, An expert from the Air Corps is already in England
who will demonstrate these guns to the British and give instruc-
tion in their maintenance.

hrrangements are practically completed to obtain from the
Navy, for Canada, fifteen thousand (15,000) magazines for Lewis
guns, The guns concerned were turned over to the British last
June and werse left in Canada, but no magazines for them were
furnished at that time. Through error, all the magazines pro-
vided by the United States were sent to England, and it has
proved impossible to get any of them back.

A quantity of Lewis alrcraft machine guns is on hand in
Hawail and the Fhilippine Islands. These are obsolete guns
for the United States, and an inguiry was made by the British
Admiralty concerning their availability for sale to the Eritish,
It has now been decided that none of these guns will be released
from the overseas possessions,

Preliminary liegotiation Reports, with numbers as high as
750, have been presented by the British, and many of them have
been received recently., It is somewhat puszling why they are
still engaged in negotiatiocns in view of the finaneclal situa-
tion, Many of these negotiation reports are alterations, merely
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EO. 11852, s«. 8(E) exd §(D) or (&)

cpa s o OSD letter, May 8, 1972

1 Wik TN, 8y RT, ° MD;EAT 3143?'3




EO. 11652, 8¢
05D lew

BECLASSTED

w RT,

»

bt

adding the names of other suppliers, Inquiry of the British
indicates that they desire to contimue to send these negotia-
tion reports and to obtain clearances on them, so that they will
be in a position to go ahead with them as funds become avail—
ﬂ.bl'ﬂt &

Arrangements have been completed to forward to the United
States Military Attache in London, through the British Purchas-
ing Commission, two (2) 37 mm. anti-tank guns with a small
quantity of ammnition, and a consignment of Signal Corps load-
ing coils and connectors, This materiel will be demonstrated
to the British Army,

Ihere has been considerable activity involving the ¥
Navy, and British on the standardization of airplane bombs,
Recommendations have been drafted covering several types of
bombs which will be put inte production late in 1941 as stand-
ard equipment for the three agencies noted above,

RUSSTA

The Russian orders in the United States as of February 15
are as follows:

Total orders: $52,978,000, divided as follows:

. Alreraft § 167,000 .
X Machine Tools 19,403,000 :
livtor Vehicles 1,798,000
Non Ferrous ketals 3,907,000
Electric Equipment 1,510,000
All others 26,192,000

Of the amount for machine tools, the United States has
requisitioned for national defense purposes equipment wvalued
at 33,699,000 from these Russian orders,

SANTO DOMINGO
A list of Army and Navy materiel which the Government of
Santo Domingo would like to get from the United States has been
presented. This list has been considered by a joint Army and
Navy board and included in a program now under development for
the Latin-American countries.
URUGUAY

A ]ﬁt of military and naval materiel has also been re-
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celved from the Government of Uruguay. This list is mainly for
gircraft., As for Santo Domingo, the list has been considered
by the joint board referred to above and is to be incorporated
into the program recommended by this board.

THATLAND

The ten (10) North American planes detained in Manila
have been recuisitioned by the United States. In addition,
six (6) other airplanes which were not exported have also
been requisitioned. Negotlations to acquire these planes
have been in progress for several months with the Thalland
Government; but negotiations have failed, and it is now
necessary to resort to regulsition,

GREECE

Through the British Purchasing Commission, the Greek
Government has asked that the United States supply it with
one mndred (100) mountain guns and a large quantity of
ammnition for them.

They have also asked that fifty thousand (50,000) M=46
fuzes for 75 mm, shell furnished from stocks in Canada be sup-
plied, These 75 mm, shell from Canada are bedng deliversd
from the quantity turned over to the British by our Government
last June, The U=46 fuzes are desired because they are more
reliable in the lower zones of mountain guns than the old MK III
type furnished with the original shipment from this country,.
Decision has not yet been reached whether the M=4{6 fuzes can
be spared.

PORTUGAL

The Portuguese Government is having a great deal of dif-
ficulty in obtaining sixty-six (66) tons of TNT. Apparently,
a commercial export firm accepted an order for this quantity of
TNT and has none to deliver because it is not a producer of
TNT, It seems improbable that this need can be filled because
the only way this THNT could be obtained would be from a priority
over United States deliveries, The need for TIT for United States
loading orders is so great that it is doubtful whether any such
priority would be granted.

NETHERLANDS INDIES

The Netherlands Purchasing Commission is trying to obtain
DECLABSIFIED
E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and &(D) ot (K
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four hundred thousand (400,000) pounds of powder for 150 mm.
naval ammunition which was placed with a commercial firm. This
firm did not bave a guaranteed powder supply, and they are now
attempting to obtain the powder by a priority over United States
orders, The ammunition concerned is not an American type and
any powder manufactured for it would have to be of special web
thickness.,

The Metherlands Purchasing Commission has alsc asked that
they be allowed to place orders for four hundred twenty-two
thousand (422,000) pounds of powder for the 4-inch naval guns
made available to them by the United States recently. A negotla-
tion report for this powder was disapproved for the time being
because of urgent United States needs, It seems probable that
the only way the Jetherlands Indies can obtain the most urgent
requirements for explosives and ammunition will be to place the
case before such agency as may be formed to administer the Lease-
Tend Bill and convince that agency that preferential treatment
should be accorded,

For the Clearance Committee, Army and Navy hunitions Board:

f

CHARLES HINES,
Colonel, Coast Artillery Corps,
- Chairman,
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WASHINGTON, D. C. (

Mareh 20, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL E. M. WATSON,
Secretary to the President,
Tha White Housa.

Enclosed for the information of the President

is Report No. 77 on the subject of Foreipn Inquiries for

Y

Robert P. Patterson,
Under Secretary of War.

Production of Munitions.

Fronkliz D, Poosavelt Livrary
E'EL i LRitie

i Sallay il
LU U, s200.v (972750

Date- o —22b—-63

Signatura. @j /{%/CE"(
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ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 19, 1941

Report No. 77

MEMRANDUM TO: The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy
The Under Secretary of the Navy
The Assistant Secretary of War
The Assistant Secretary of the Nawvy
The Deputy Chief of Staff
The Chief of Naval QOperations

SUBJECT: Forelgn Inquiries for Production of Munitioms.
l. In accordance with instruotions to submit from time
to time, & brief report on foreign inguiries for military equip-

ment, the following notes are madej

BRITISH PURCHASING COMMISSION

Study is being given to the supply of fire control equip-
ment and primere for l0=inch puns and emmunition recently sold
to the Canadien Government, It seems probable that equipment
of this kind will have to be furnished to complete the equipment
of the puns sold. The York Safe and Lock Compeny, the interme-
diary in this transaction, is busy at the present time in dis-
mounting these guns for shipment to Canada., As noted in previous
reports, they will be mounted at East Coast locations.

After meny difficulties were met, a conference was finally
held with the American Car and Poundry Company to work out the
details of the transfer of thirty-four (54) Army model light
tanks authorized for supply to the British Govermment, The Bri-
tish et first could not finance these tanks but finally obtained
the money end have now mede arrangements to obtain them.

Study is being given to preference ratings for British
orders. This has long been a oritical situation because urgent
Eritish orders without preference ratings were necessarily put
on manufacturing schedules below all of those for the United
Statea. A method has been established to overcome this diffi-
culty end instructions issued by the Priorities Division of the
Office of Production Management. seenbldr 0. Rooaovelt Library
i e RLLERIFEE
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It has been learnmed that the Winchester Repeating Arms Com=
gnny has recently signed a contract with the Britlsh Purchasing
ommission for the followlng:

105,000,000 rounds, caliber .45 cartridges
167,000,000 rounds 9 mm. cartridges.

This contract provides for conversion from one celiber to ancther
within the quantities noted abova.

There is also pending with Winchester a large contract for
400,000,000 rounds of ecaliber ,303 ammnition. This contract con-
tains a buyer's option to continue the production after the com=
pletion of the initial order at the regular rate, In disoussing
this ocontract with the Wincheater representative, it was learned
that the supply of powder seems ne longer to be the choke element.
The present limiting fector is zino for the certridge cases.

PERU

The Military Attach; for Peru has presented requiremsnts
for material which his government would like to procure in this
country. He was asked to submlt & list to the State Department
where it will eventually be routed to the Joint Advisory Beard
on Americen Hepublics for evelustion and preparstion of & program.

WETHERLANDS INDIES

The Netharlends Purchasing Commission continues to place

sizable orders in this country for military materiel to be sent

to the Netherlands Indies, The most pressing need is for powder
to be used in naval pun ammunition. They have asked that a prior-
ity over United States orders be granted for the supply of suf-
ficient powder toc meke up 5,400 rounds of 150 mm. ammnition. It
seems that this is ammmnition for ecruisers which loat their spare
ammunition stored on the beachss in Europe when the Germans in-
vaded the Low Countries.

GREECE

A list has been submitted by the Greek Government showing
requirements for immediate supply. Most of these requirements
are being handled by the British Purchasing Commission. It was
possible, howsver, to make certain artillery and artillery ammu-
nition on this list Case NHo. 1 under the Lesse-Lend Act. The
President signed a directive to supply this material to the Greeks
on the day that the Lease-Lend Act was enacted. Steps are in prog-
ress at the present time to turn over the materlel to the British
Purchasing Commission for transfer to Greece,.

BECLASSIFIED
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BRAZIL

Aotion has been taken to furnish & set of axles, by priority
over United States orders, for en experimentel orime mover which
the Brazilians hope willl be satisfactory for towing E-inch guns
bought last summer from the, United States,

There is also & project for high speeding these G-inch guns
by the installation of new wheels with roller bearings end eleo-

trie brakes.

An offieial list of equipment which the Brazilians would like
to obbain from the United States has been furnished to the Joint
Advisory Board on American Republies., This list is belng considered
in the Latin American program. It consists of first and second prior-
ity items and is & large reguirement fteotalling about $200,000,000.

LEASE-LEND ACT

The passage of the Lease-Lend Act has led to several imme-
diate mctions making available material to the United Kinpgdom end
Greece from existing stocks. Directives were lssued by the Presi-
dent both to the War and Navy Departments covering the material to
be released., Aection is in progress to transfer this material as
rapidly as possible. The four transactions to date have been clas-
sified by the President as "transfers" under the terms of Ssction 3
of the Act, Prices used in these transfers have been based on &
definite poliey of a fair priece for each item consldering its use-
fulness to the United States. For example, all standard materiel
has been charged at 100 per cent the list price while some obsolste
B=inch howitzers of World War manufacture have been ellowed to go
et 20 per cent of the list price, .

It is expected that the burdens imposed on the liar Vepartment
by the Lease-Lend Act will be hendled by the existing agenciss, and
it is not expected that any great expansion of these agencies will
be necessary to carry the additional burden. Active steps are in
;progress to take care of the records necessary snd the details of
procedurs which will have to be followed if the Act is to be admini-
stered with the celerity which the President desires.

For the Clearance Committee, Army and Nevy Munitions EBoard:

Frevilin D, Pooaavelt Library
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Colonel , Comst Artillery Cornps,

Date- - Din— Chairman,
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Since my last report, the situation is still far from being clear,
but important developments mre on the way:

1. The anti-British militery move in Irag was prematurely staged,
and the rapidity with which the British dealt with the situation resulted
in a temporary setback for Germany.

With the consent of Vichy, besides giving airfield facilities to
the Germans, the French in Syria are giving Germany every possible assist-
ance,

Turkey tries strenuously to maintain neutrality and at the same
time to remain true to her pact with Great Britain. At the moment she is
busily engaged in parrying German pressure.

In North Africa the impetuous German advanca in Libya has been
stopped by the British on the Egyptian border. Serious diffieulties are
encountered by the German and Italian forces in keeping their supply
routes open, and the British are completing plans for a counter-attack.

With the liguidation of the Italian forces in Abyssinia, the
British are moving their troops there to reinforce their position at Sues,
Iraq and Libya.

After capturing Crete, Germany will occupy the French colonies
along the Mediterranean and Atlantic coasts. To facilitate military move-

ments in North Africa Germany will penetrate Spain and take Gibraltar.

2. Germany has not attained her expected results in her Mediter-
ranean warfare or in the Atlantic. The ranks of the best German submarine

officers have been seriously depleted by sinkings and captures,
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3. 0Of course, the battle of the Haﬁitarranaan is of paramount
importance to England and only in a lesser degree to Germany. MAccording
to Dr. Schacht, however, the Mediterranean is not the main battleground
of Germany,

According to current reports the predetermined German plan to
attack the Soviet Union and to overthrow the Communist Government will be
earried into effect early in Juna. Soviet Russia is inereasing her sup-
plies of raw materials to Germany with the hope of prostponing the inevit-
able confliet. According to German plans, the German army will advance
to the Volga River before September in order to finally solve the food
question and to seize new resources and industrial districts.

After Septamber Germany may attempt invasion of England, but as
te that no decision has yet been taken. At the same time the German army
will penetrate Spain and capture Gibraltar in order to facilitate the
occupation of the Atlantic coast of North Afrieca to incrsgau the effect-
iveness of her submarine warfare and to extend her grasp on Africa,

During the next vear Germany will advance to the Ural Mountainsg
and from thers reach out for Vladivoatok, The abova may seem to you

fantastic but barring unforeseen obstacles they will actually materialize.

4. The Hess affair shows that despite strict Government control
there is internal friction among the Nazis and diseontent among the populace
is Increasing. Morale has been maintained by constant news of fresh
victories. The Hess affair has important effects among the Nazis and the
German people because he was fully in touch with what had been going on?

5+ Dr. Schacht is anxious for an interview with you on the German



and European situation, on the cooperation among China, Great Britain and
America and the future political developments. He repeatedly requested
that a meeting be arranged with you in neutral Switzerland for a few days
which would be beneficial to China. He requests me to have you get a
date so that he may await you in Switzerland. I have already reported

this matter to the Generalissimo and shall appreciaste a reply from you.
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