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.· Daat 1a an aw~ aloe blrtbdq preaeDt 
hiM you aDd eepec1a~ becaue I GD17 baft OM 
~tber COVT. It 1e rq tboucht tbat I w1ll U7 to 
keep au• eet o~ pbotopoapba at the ulD bmlle a' 
lltde Pal'k aDd mot:ber eet in a epec1al ftl1q 
eeot10D 1D 1ibe DB Libra17, ADd I aa pgtt'nl 
.. r1aret SucJcl~ 1D char,. of tbe wbole of tbe 

·· t•11Sl7 tbJD&-8 1D the Library. Ill a4d1t10D to 
lookSn1 after tbeae fud.l7 p1otunehpapera, etc •• 
sbe baa ·~ a 110•' .~.aponut co ecttoo ot 
atenal relatt!ll to tbat bs..\or1c obancter 
h,.la. llle baa plc\vea of hj• elDoe be •• a 
~. tocetber with certlt1caMa, ••dalaf_ eto. 
lbit-im •••tDg UJSnl 1t wUl be to k .. p UMM 
aU locked "P aad ban aa.eaoe apr1q "•• ca 

r ,. " an ..Upectiq pblfc n.t\y 7MrS f'rocu notrl 

/ 

I ao .. u re11Jaber llr. 'fall aud h1a 
pbotop'aph place 011 the top floor ot cme of tbe 
bUild1Da• ao MaiD 8tJ"Ht - alao1 tbe awfUl. 
1J"OD bead nat that ooe•a bead waa thna\ 1Dto. 

Do pleaH 1et bold ot Grace aDd Bllle 
and wll tb• it tbe7 lon .. at all tbe1 w1ll 
Dot •• u &aT llOre family papera. I nll be lllt 
to pay tbem tar 1101'8 tbaa tbey can cet from aJ¥1 
aeoood-baad dealer or Junk-ea. I u baYiDI a 
terrible tbe tr;y1Da to reconr tor tbe fa•S~ 
the old .JacobU aad Itaao Roo•..,el' Waera -
mo.tq 18th C.tw)' AI•• houe aca&Ml'•· !be 
boOt dealer 11 aaktaa ''•000 tor tt•• Wbicb 1a, 
ot courae, an abnrd price, but I tb'nJc tbat 
B111e sold ~- tor $1.00.00. It abe would onlT 

• 



• 

I 
• 

aperk to • tbeH thiDI• lt woatd• •• tb 
N7, llbe to ber actnatac••· 

I clo bope to ••• 70U ••7 

111•• Belc 1. ReJDOlU• 
56 Gr•Dd .... ,. 
Pow•rkeepa1e., 
... Yon. 

.. 



I have no doubt but that you already own 
a copy of this photograph but also I think that 
it is ouite possible you have only one copy' of 
it • . Extra copies of f a mily pictures have a way 
of aisappearing after a while . 

And so I have had the Vail print of the old 
negati ve copied to send to you on this particulal 
birthday of yours . I send it not as a picture-
of the infant of I8S2 . No , it ~to me , and I 
hope will be to you, more signifi cant a s a rec
Qrd of your MQthe r ' s love . ~er love for you is 
so indicated by her pose and express ion . 

I have a ?hotoeraph of my "other and myself 
taken about twenty years ago , that I have always 
since said was a picture of mr dear Y.o t her's 
love for ~ (her only chi ld) and now , since she 
went on , that picture is pr i celesato me . Per
haps you will let the pic ture I enclose here 
with speak to, you comfortingly as that of my 
~:other does to me . , 

r!ay I add that as I went on through the 
Vall 'lolumes I found a number of other oictures c 
of you , yourself , and two of your f ather . Should 
you wish the numbers of these pr int s I '.'lould 
s enr:l them to you . 

And may I also add that a few days ago 
J race ·and Ell i S. tol d me that they have found 
more old papers in the Rosedale attic, whi ch 
the'y a re going to show me . 

Dear Mr . President , 

56 Grand Avenue , 
Poughkeeps ie , N. Y., 
J~nuary I9th, !942 

\ 

Yl ith tt>.J.s letter I am sending you --- for 
your birthday - - - a photograph, the s tory about 
which I would like to tell yo~ . 

The firm of Vail Brothers , photographers , 
was in business in Poughkeeps i e from the 1870's 
into the 1890 's . ~hen they made a ne, ative they 
put a print from it into a large book . They 
filled thirty- odd volumes in that way , each 
volume containing more than a thousand prints , 
numbered in seouence . Those thirty-odd vol
umes were presented a few years ago by one of' 
the last of the Vail family to the Adriance 
Y. emorial library , as the Vail '' emorial Collec
tion . 

Under only a part of the prints were names 
written . This winter I have been eo ing thr o' 
the volumes , page by page , and writ ing in &he 
name whenever I recogni zed a f ace . 

In the course of this t a sk I came to a 
p icture of your dear Vother , in all her youth 
and beauty , holding you in ber a1ms . I fancy 
it was the fi rst picture ever taken of you . 



I hope to s ee you some day when you a r e a t home a£a in 
a nd no t t oo t ired to t a lk with an ol d fri end. Do t ake t ime 
o ff and come home f or r est wheneye r you can. 

Ma r gar et Suckley and I ha ve good t a lks about t he 
l ibra ry. 

Affe c t i ona t e ly yours 
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Dear Mr. Pres i dent, 

'T'he gift-copy of .. The True Story of Fala11 , with 
its inscribed fly-leaf, which you have sent me, gives 
me the greatest pleasure and I thank you f~r it ~ 

The book reached me on Sunday a s I re t urned on 
Saturday from Vassar Hospital, where I had an operation 
on November !7th. Dr. Moffit removed an abcess from 
t he vicinity of the frontal si~us and found a con- ~ 
dition in the nasal passage {a "re t ent ion cys t" or 
" muco-ce le") tha t obstructed drainage. Dr. De Gar mo 
is now trying to shr ink the lining of the passage. 
When tha t i s a ccomplished I hope t o be a ll r ight. 

Meanwhile I am ordered t o lea d a "noemal life" 
wi th in f i xed limite, - no push , no f a tigue , early 
hours, common-sense care. I s pend hours by t he r adio, 
keeping in tou ch with t he news of the wor l d , lis t ening 
to recorded good music and kni~ting fo r the Navy. 

Mr. Frost t e lls me he has begun lis ting items a t 
Vassar Institute that belong to the D. C. H. s. and 
tha t he finds much more of value than he expected. I 
am gl ad fo r I thought that 90% of what was there was 
trash. 

I have not hea rd from Kansas City since writing 
that you would welcome the Thompson he irlooms in the 
library but I will r eport when I get further word . 

~eanwhile, when you are a t home aga in I should 
be so g l ad t o see you if ever t he pres sure on you were 
no t too great. Row litt le you and I thought years ago 



that 
eyes 

• 

we would ever see history being 
at the rate it moves today t 
Always 

Affectionately . . . 
Your olO. friend 
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