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January 21, 1942.
Dear Helen:-

, That is an awfully nice birthday present
from you and especially because I only have one
other copy. It is my thought that I will try to
keep one set of photogra at the main house at

Hyde Park and another set in a special filing
section in the new Library, and I am putting
Margaret Suckley in charge of the whole of the
family things in the Library. In addition to
looking after these family pictures, papers, stec.,
she has started a most important eohoct..ton of
material relating to that historic character
Falla. She has pictures of him since he was a
ﬁuﬁ. together with certificates, medals, ete.
2t an amusing thing it will be to keep se
all locked up and have someone spring them on
an unsuspecting public fifty years from now!

I so well remember Hr. Vail and his
photograph place on the top floor of one of the
buildings on Main Street -- also, the awful
iron head rest that one's head was thrust into.

Do please get hold of Grace and Ellie
and tell them if they love me at all they will
not sell any more family papers. 1 will be glad
to pay them far more than they can get from any
second-hand dealer or jJunkman. I am having a
terrible time trying to recover for the family
the o0ld Jacobus and Isaac Roosevelt ledgers --
mostly 18th Century r house accounts. The
book dealer is asking $5,000 for them which 1is,
of course, an absurd pr:lgc, but I think that
Ellie sold them for $100.00. If she would only



speak to me about these things it would, as th
say, ®"be to her advantage®.

I do hope to see you very soon.

Affectionately,

liiss Helen W. Reynolds,
56 Grand Avenue,

Poughkeepsie,
Kew York.



.

I have no doubt but that you already own
a4 copy of thls photograph but also I think that
1t is oulte possible you have only one copy of
it. Extra coples of family victures have a way
of disappearing after a while.

Ané so I have had the Vail print of the old
negative copled to send to you on this particulat
birthday of yours. I send it not as a pilcture
of the infant of I882. Yo, it 1s to me, and I
nope will be to youw, more significant as a rec-
ord of your Mother's love., Yer love for you 1s
s0 indicated by her pose and expression.

I have a photograph of my Mother ané myself
taken about twenty years ago,that I have always
since sald was a plcture of my dear Nother's
love for pe (her only child) and now,since she
went on, that plcture is priceless to me. Per-
haps you will let the picture I enclose here-
with speak to, you comfortingly as that of my
‘other does,to me,

iay I add that as I went on through the
Vail volumes I found a number of other nictures ¢
of you, yourself, and two of your father. Should
you wish the numbers of these prints I would
gendi them to you.

And may I also add that a few days ago
‘race and El1lif told me that they have found
more old papvers in the Rosedale attle, which
they are going to show me.

56 Grand Avenue,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., \
January I9th, I942

Dear Mr. President,

With this letter I am sending you --- for
your birthday =--- a photograph, the story zbout
which I would like to tell yowu.

The firm of Vail Brothers, photographers,
wag in business in Poughkeepsle from the IB70's
into the I890's. When they made a negative they
rut 2 print from 1t into a large book. They
filled thirty-odd volumes in that way, each
volume containing more than a thousand prints,
numbered in seouence. Those thirty-odd vol-
umeg were presented a few years a2go by one of
the lagt of the Vall family to the Adriance
Yemorial Iibrary, as the Vail “'emorial Collec-
tion.

Under only a part of the prints were names
written. This winter I have been going thro'
the volumes, page by page, and writing in she
name whenever I recognized a face.

In the course of this task I came to a
Picture of your dear lother, in all her youth
and beauty, holding you in her arms. I fancy
1% was the first pilcture ever taken of you.



I hope to see you some day when you are at home again
and not too tired to talk with an 0ld friend. Do take time
off and come home for rest whenever you can.

Margaret Suckley and I have good talks about the
library.

Affectionately yours

Helew__
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! S Miss HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS 2 d o3
K‘ 58, GRAND AVENUE ’ M/iw%nd
- POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK Decembér Ist, 1942,

Dear MNr. Pregident,

The gift-copy of "The True Story of Fala", with
1ts inscribed fly-leaf, which you have sent me, gives
me the greatest pleasure and I thank you far it !

The book reached me on Sunday as I returned on
Saturday from Vassar Hospital, where I had an operation
on November I7th. Dr. Moffit removed an abcess from
the vicinity of the frontal sifius and found a con- -~
dition in the nasal passage (a "retention cyst" or
"muco-cele") that obstructed drainage. Dr. De Garmo
is now trying to shrink the lining of the pasgssage.
When that 1s accomplished I hope to be all right.

Meanwhile I am ordered to lead a "noemal life"
within fixed limits, - no push, no fatigue, early
hours, common-gsense care, I spend hours by the radilo,
keeping in touch with the news of the world, listening
to recorded good music and knitting for the Navy.

Mr. Frogt tells me he has begun listing items at
Vaggar Institute that belong to the D. C. H. S, and
that he findes much more of value than he expected. I
am glad for I thought that 90% of what was there was
trash.

I have not heard from Kansas Clty since writing
that you would welcome the Thompson heirlooms in the
library but I will report when I get further word.

Veanwhlle, when you are at home again I should
be so glad to see you if ever the pressure on you were
not too great. How little you and I thought years ago



that we would ever gee history belng made before our
eyes at the rate 1t moves today !
Always

Affectionately
Your o0ld friend

_Aloloze
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