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NATIONAL RECOVERY ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.

WE DO OUR PART

IN REFLY REFER TO

June 26, 1934.

Dear Mac:

Will you please see that the President receives
the enclosed before I present my resignation to the General.
Recent developments meke it necessary for me to act at once.
There are some conditions to which no self-respecting man
expects any other self-respecting man to submit. But I must
keep faith with the President and see that he is fully informed
in advance of any public action.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁwﬂ 3y
Donald R. Richberg, Q

General Counsel.

To Honorable Marvin H. McIntyre,
The White House,
Wﬂﬂhmgmn, D. C.



NATIONAL RECOVERY ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.

IN REFLY RID'ER TO

June 26, 1934.
Private

The President,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. President:

Some time ago I discussed with you my personal
reasons for desiring to resign my position as General Coumsel,
NRA, After this discussion I deferred action in the hope that
under conditions which might prevail later it would be possible
for me to be relieved without public misconstruction or other

111 effects.

Recently, however, as I anticipated long ago, my
position has become intolerable. Many persons have been urg-
ing that General Johnson should take a long over—due vacation
and because of my position I have been mentioned as one of
several persons, who might be made, indiyidually or jointly,
responsible temporarily. This being brought to the attention
of the General, he quite evidently regards me as engaged in
undermining his position. I would not think of continuing to
work under anyone holding that attitude. The only way to clear
up the situation and maintain self-respect is for me to resign
forthwith, I cannot see that I can be of any future service to
enyone if I permit my reputation to be destroyed and myself placed
in the false position of being forced out because of an intrigue
against my superior.

I am still under your command. But unless you direct
me otherwise I shall present my resignation immediately. I enclose
a copy so that you may be assured that it will be in good taste.
I assume you need no assurance that our discussion of this is
entirely confidential and that, while I think the right of self-
preservation must be acknowledged, my deepest concern is in the
success of your Administration. It is,bowever, one thing to be
sacrificed for the good of a cause and another thing to be sacrificed

for no good at all.

Most sincerely yours,

Donald R. Rinhbarg,
General Counsel.




June 26' 1934.

Brig. General Hugh S, Johnson,
Administrator for Industrial Kecovery,

I‘m' D. C.
Dear Generals

Many weeks ago I discussed with you my desire to
resign at the earliest practical date, im order to relieve
the physical and financial strain of my presemt positiom,
This intemtion should now be carried out and I submit herewith
my resignation as General Counsel of the National Recovery
Administration.

Ro one knows better tham yow how mach pleasure and
satisfaction I have found in playing a part in the admimistra-
tion of the Imdustrial Recovery Act. The success achieved is
pre-emninently your ownj and, as one with intimate lmowledge,

I shall always testify to the courage and resourcefulness with
which you have accomplished miracles of public service,

Very sincerely yours,

Donald R. Richberg,
General Coumsel.
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THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COUNCIL . @

\
WASHINGTON

DONALD R. RICH HEHG\.
THE EXECUTIVE OIRECTOR
December 15, 1934.

The Presicdent,
The White House,
Wiashington, D, C,

Dear Mr. President:

-
-

I have just received a penciled note from you
reading: "Every time we order an election the company takes
it to court - lloude, Rubber, etc.™

This encourzges me to express my opinion that
the National Labor Relations Board has adopted from the begin-
ning an unfortunate construction of its authority. The power
of 2 court lies in its nower to enforce its decision. To sit
as a court and issue decisions with no assurance of their enforce-
ment discredits a tribunel, which by another policy could meke
, itself effective.

The Board has accomplished results and not all
employers have challenged its authority. But I see no good
purpose served in lssuing decisions which can. be successfully
flouted. It merely creates the appearance of efficiency and
passes the "buck" to another agency of government to attempt
a difficult or impossible job., I think the Board should get down
off its high horse end try to settle controversies in a practical

WaY . \

I do not mean by this that the Board was wrong in
the Houde case or the Rubber case, or that the employers were
right in going into court. I simply mean that I think the Board,
through its policies, is riding to a series of falls.

Sincerely yours,
tl

The Executive Diréctur.-‘~——________/ e

DRR:£H
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DOMNALD R, RICHBERG
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THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON

DONALD R.RICHBERG
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON

DONALD R, RICHBERG
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

o oo . :
M_tﬂ% _
MA—A ‘.r;.--ﬁ., ‘____:, -1'.—-._..1
?z-._.:‘ Cn k& ﬁiwt%d‘:?'ﬂ /,..,JEM‘__,J‘ L__‘; %me //{4‘_’

"N ) /
ﬂ7 M,L_,,; M“m S (o L

i ' !
Corore oo n.-'?ﬁ_ ', b | p4 _s?;_-a_..,._.aﬁ-& ‘--"L-n--:-n-d-"-. “Lﬂ-—-&fa_ﬁ_-u ;
) "/ i /Z mf



iyl

THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COUNCIL

WABHINGTOMN

DOMNALD R RICHBERG
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

__;;M" /}.,.:.‘._M—M 3

—



FsF: %

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 24, 1934,

I'EIIORANDUL! FOR
THE SECRETARY OF LABOR

and
HON. DONADLD R. RICHBERG

Will you both speak to

me about thls a2t once?



NATIONAL
COUNCIL

+

CLYDE W. COOEE
1130 Chelsen Btrest
Lanaing, Mich.

ED. HALL
TI9 M, 35th Strest
Milwankes, Wi,

MR OTTO ELEINEET
115 Beekman Avenus
H. Tarrytown, H. ¥,

GED, J. LEHMAN
4523 Jewett Avenue
Cleveland, Ohia

MICHAEL J, MANNING
108 8. Piper Blvd,
Detroft, Mich,

HOMER MARTIN
6508 E. 37th Btreet
Exnaas Cliy, Mo,

JOHN W. PICKERING
14 Frank Btreet
Pontisc, Mich

FRED C. PIEFER
312 Moland Bt, S8.E
Atlants, Qo

THOMAS |. RAMBEY
Memoria]l Hall
Teleda, Ohla

HERBERT H. RICHARDION
1805 Adama Ave,
Flint, Mich.

FOREST G. WOODB c
2105 Mismi Btreet T
Bouth Hend, Ind

rsF; i

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR

DEFPARTMENT OF

UNITED AUTOMOBILE WORKERS

FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS

F. J. DILLON, CHAIRMAN

Roos BED4, HorFrMan BLoo.
DETROIT, MICHIDAN
OADILLAD B148

South Dend, Indisna.
December 17, 1934

The President;
The Whiteullouse
Washington, D.C.

Dear lir. Prezident:

After néne months of delay and sidestepping
the Automobile Labor Board, set up by you in conformity
with the agrcement recched after negotiations between ¥y
your honorable self, the Automobile Chamber of Commerce

and the representatives of the Automobile Workers, have
promalgated a Hocalled repregentation nlan and have
announced its effective date.

The prinecivle of provortionate representation,
upon whiech their plan is based, is extremely renuge
nant te all workers in the industry and is at varience
with pronouncements of all other Governmental agencies
having to do with employer- employee relations, and
is unaceeptable to the workers affillisted with the
American Tederation of Labor.

Un behalf of, and at the instructions of the
affilliates of the American Federation of Labor in
the Auntomobile Indusiry in Indiana and Illincis, I
respectfully announce to you our desoision thet we no
longer wish to reaosnize or have dealings with the
Attorobile Tabor Hoard.

e urgently request that you cause to be set
up an iunpertial board such 2s those for the Steel,
Textile, Longshoremen and other industries, to hear
end adjucate disputes .in the Autonobile industry,
ariging from and having to do with Seotion 7(a) of
the Ilational Industrial Recovery Act, and we further
creguest that until that board shall be s#t up, the
~ational Labor Relations Zoard be granted Jurisdict=
lon over such cazszes. 2



NATIONAL
COUNCIL

*

CLYDE W. COOEKE
1120 Chelsea Street
Lansing, Mich.

ED. HALL
719 N, 35th Street
Milwaukee, Wis,

MR. OTTO ELEINERT
115 Beekman Avenue

N. Tarrytown, N. Y.

GEO. ]J. LEHMAN
4523 Jewett Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio

MICHAEL J. MANNING
108 8. Piper Blvd.
Detroit, Mich,

HOMER MARTIN
6508 E. 37th Street
Kansas City, Mo.

PeFpo -
AMERICAN FeDErRATION OF LABOR

DEPARTMENT OF

UNITED AUTOMOBILE WORKERS
FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS

F. J. DILLON, CHAIRMAN

RoomM BO4, HoFMAN BLDG.
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
CADILLAC B148

e organized workers aF¥Filiated with
dAmericna Federation of Iabor have given this
matter deep consideration, and it is with a real
sense of the gravity of our step, that we nake known
to you this action on our party and have only done
S0 after exhausting all other means to renedy the
conditions which ars so..repugnant to us.

g
LILS

With deepest respect ana every good wish, I
am, for the affilliates of the Anerican r'ederation

of Labor in the States of Indiana snd Illinois
Sincerely

M/ﬁ.1é(/m,

ember, Ilationgl Council,
United Automobile Jorkers
Federal Iabor Unions.
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THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON

DOMNALD R.RICHBERG
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

February 16, 1935.
Memorandum
To: The President

Froms Donald R, Richberg

I do not wish to act on the following imminent matters
without informing you:

‘ 1 - Appointment of James Jackson as State Director,
N. E, C. for Massachusetts.

Mr. Jackson in Washington this morning tells me
Governor Curley will probably be opposed to his appointment.
Governor Curley has recommended appointment of Police Commissioner
Leonard to this position. The appointment of Mr. Jackson, a
Republican and opponent of Curley,will be credited to you as a
personal friend, even though I assume full responsibility. Unless
you advise otherwise, I shall not appoint Jackson unless I can get
Governor Curley's approval.

2 - Resignation of Dr. Millis from National Labor Relations
Board.

After a talk with Millis yesterday I think he could be
persuaded to remain longer. This would stop effort to transfer
Hamilton from NRA Board and avoid an immediate vacancy there. I
would urge anyhow that Millis! resignation should not be accepted
until you and I can discuss future of NRA Board. There may be five
vacancies (the entire Board) to be filled within a short time and a
general reorganization should be planned before any single change
is made. :

3 - My suggestion yestefday regard method of making public
NRA legislation requires a new mimeograph to be prepared at once, if
your approve.

4 4 - I have been summoned as first witness before Connery's
House Labor Committee Monday, 10:00 A. M.

5 = I have discussed with Senator Byrnes amendment of relief
/ appropriation bill to provide for financing emergency agencies. I
\\H; would like to show you and explain a revised draft before sending it
v to Senator Byrnes. o

oing matters as soon as possible today. I am standing by to meet

l"'_._a:n.::lr' convenience, {-}21 ; LJ;E_, \3’ \} w ’

j I hope you can give me five or ten minutes on the fore-
[
y



DONALD K. RIGHBERG | AP R S
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February 25, 1937.

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. O.

Dear Mr. President:

I have a personal problem involved in my
desire to avoid private business that may interfere
with rendering any service to you which you may
desire. Let me present it briefly.

Ever since the NRA I have been working on
a program to carry forward its objectives. I have
sought through a great many conferences and some
speeches to educate business men to a better under-
standing of what business regulation ought to be
undertaken by the federal government. As a result,
so much support has been obtained for a desirable
and legal program that a large number of very
influential industrialists and trade associations
are anxlous to support and promote such a program.
I have been definitely asked on several occasions
to represent some of these interested parties. Up
to date I have declined any such retainers because
I wished to be free to discuss these matters with
you wholly as a contribution to public service
without any responsibility to a private client.

It is my dominant desire to remain free from
any inconsistent private obligation; but it may be
that I can consistently undertake some of this work.
My course can only be properly decided after discus-
ging the situation with you.

If possible, I should appreciate very much
an early opportunity to talk over with you the
program covered in my recent memorandum. The object
of such a conference would be twofold. I should like
to explain the reasons for my conviction that an
early determination of your policy may ald greatly in
support of other administration measures and aleo
help to gettle some very disturbing issues that are

now vexing the administration.



DONALD R, RIGHIERCG

IS PIFTEESTI STREET, WARIHINGTON

The President - Page #2.

I have just concluded a hearing before the
Federal Trade Commigsion involving the question of
a new code for the entire oil industry. The Guffey
Bill is moving forward in the Congress. The Walsh-
Healey Act 1s creating difficult problems. Labor
relation 1lssues are foreshadowing new industrial
difficulties. The settlement of these and meny
other problems could be definitely advanced and
serious complications avoided by the program which
we have been discussing from time to time.

I do hope that you can give me an opportunity
to discuss these matters soon, not merely because of
my personal problem, but because I have the hope that
such a discussion might be of real service to you.

Sincerely yours,

TDDs AL
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December 9, i937

J'
liéLrlqjg;w
The President, -

The White Houcge,
Washington, D. C.

Pear llr. President:

It was ever so thoughtful of you to
send some flowers to my wife's rmother.

She was sligntly inproved yesterday
afternoon and becoming rational was very much
touched by your kind thought, which I really
believe helped in a further improved condition
evident today, giving us little hope that she
may pull through.

Sincerely yours,

N )

)

-
———

g
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DONALD R. RIGHBERG | ~ AT,

‘T
818 FIFTEENTH STREET, WABININGTON r)

March 16, 1934,

Honorable Marvin H. McIntyre,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.

Dear "Mac':

Herewith I am sending a Memorandum
for The President concerning a matter
regarding which he asked me to make an
inquiry today, which I handled by long

distance telephone.

Sincerely yours,

75“““*”’%":’7




March 16th.

Memo randum for The Pregident

Mr. Arthur D. Whiteside tells me
that Mr. Heimann has built himself up
in the last two or three years to a
national standing among business men,
so that Mr. W. feels that Heimann would
be very effective and acceptable as
Assistant Secretary. But he expressed
surprise and doubt as to whether he would
accept appointment.

Mr. W. thinks very highly of him
and has come to this opinion as the
result of increasing acquaintance with
him and appreciation of his work in ‘the
lagt two or three years. B

Mr. W. also expressed the opinion
that Mr. Biggers would be even more
valuable and influential with business
men, but agreed with my doubt as to
whether he would be able to consider or
desire to accept the posgition. I add
this, not to detract from the enthusi-
astlic endorsement which Mr. W. gave to
Heimann, but simply to follow up my own
expression of opinion regarding Mr.
Biggers. -



/bt-—w S’
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DONALD R, RIGITBE LG

G PIFYLEXTO STRILKT, WARTITRGTINY

September 30, 1939,

Report of progress in my personal (and entirely
independent) campaign in support of neutrality legis-
lation.

In personal discussions with over 70 influential
men from all sections, I have found:

1l - A substantial majority favorable.
2 - But, a surprisingly large number admit

uncertainty of opinion.

3 - Dominant question with all is: What will
best serve to keep us out of war?

4 - Prinecipal worry: Does the President really
belleve we can be kept out of war, or 1is he
ineclined to think that our eventual parti-
clpation 1s inevitable and 1is, therefore,
easlly reconciled to a course that may
lead us into war?

5 - Most effective immediate answer: Judge
neutrality leglaslation by itself and
withhold opposition to administration
until something 1s done which should be
opposed on 1lts own merit.

6 - I do not assume to have any confidential
information, but reiterate obvious sin-
cerity of President's public position.
Aginst this have been met by publiec
assertions of responsible individuals
alleging inside information from personal
statements of President and some supposed
intimates to effect that our participation
is inevitable.

Thls report solely for your information. I have
ade 1t clear everywhere I am acting on my own responsi-
111ty as a citizen and not in behalf of anyone,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

4

June 4, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE:

To speak to me about.

F.D.R.

AT W o G &
17, 4/}whq¢*£ Y ,aamAJJ,

Mo
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DONALDD IR, RICIHIERG M
B8 FIFTEENTI BTREET, WARILINGTON ‘p
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May 28, 1941.

Dear Bteve:

It would be no kindness for me to add another
letter to the torrent now undoubtedly pouring in on the
Presldent, particularly because as one from an old
friend, he might be inclined to give it personal ack-
nowledgment. But I do want to tell you that I think
1t was a magnificent statement of the case, and should
serve more and more, as the days go by, to unify public
opinion in support of the government. Just as an in-
dlvidual response, I would like to tell the President
that I have been definitely preparing, and relieving
myself of private obligations for many months so that
I might be able to serve (without compensation) in any
place where I might contribute in any effective way to
the work of national defense. I am not looklng for a
Job to gratify private ambition or vanlity, and have
made no offer of services to bother any of my friends
to find something for me to do. But I would like to
have 1t understood that I am not shirking the obliga-
@Won which I feel rests upon every loyal citizen, and
particularly upon those who whole-heartedly support
the Adminlstration, to undertake any task which one may
be fitted to perfomrm.

S8incerely yours,

R e

—_————

Honorable Stephen Early,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



/90 5 f/’;. Richberg

September 26, 1944

Dear Donald:

Thank you for your letter of
the twenty=fifth,

I arreo @ ith you t.hut thie “resi-
dent should noc pr; te moke thls kind
of a sncoch very ol'tau,

The ratter of runninge cver had
not ceourred to me, Tle fact is that
the Jemocratic ifatlonul Coumittoe is
payinas for the full &ime un ,lu raiio
ag 1t must undsr the law. ia pcasi-
ble, however, ihat the rrnﬂral publie
vwill net ecpreciste this, and that it
might have the eff{cct you mention. It
is somethling Lo bLear in mind in the
futu.fn

We certainly enjoyed our visit
with you the othor evenine, ani I am
glad that you think the speech had the
effeot whioh you r.ontion.

With kindest regards to ilorrile,

Vory sincerely,

S.MUEL 1. ROSETMAN

Donzld i, Richberg, Zs1.
815 Fifteenth Ctreet
\iashington S, D. C.
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JAMES 7. weLCH .}WLP\' | September 25, 194

Honorable Samuel I. Rosenman,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sam: *

Yo y be a 1little interested in my comments on Saturday night's
speech, I think i1t more useful to write this to you than to add to the

burden of the President's mail.

It was an extraordinarily able and effective gpeech. Almost all com-
ment wupon it, which I have heard, has been favorable and quite a bit came
from people who have not been wholly friendly. For one thing, the forceful-
ness of dellvery and humor were evidences of a sound mind and body, whioch
will help to dispose of a lot of underground whispering. The substance of
the speech also contained some very pertinent answers to impertinent criti-
cisms, such as the foolisgh idea of indicting a democratic administration
for a republican depression. Probably you will agree with me that, enjoy-
able as 1t 18, the President should not make every speech as lively and
humorous as this, because there 1s a certaln solemnity in a solemn hour
which must characterize his major utterances. But as an openingattack, this
was a good way to inspirit his friends and demonstrate that he has lost none
of his old-time vigor and punch. Also, the man who can Joke at his oppon-
ent gilves an indication that he 1s not terribly worried by him.

I would make one oriticism of something which will probably not oc-
cur agaln, but which, to my surpise, has not as yet been violently at-
tacked. Tobin's introduetory speech was bad, partioularly because of its
length, which, combined with five minutes of applause, provided a fifteen-
minute introduction whigh may well have discouraged unfriendly or indif-
Terent listeners from staying on the radio. The worst feature, however,
wag that the President's speech ran twenty minutes over the hour, of which
ten minutes had been consumed by Tobin (who would not be allowed to
remain on the alr after his time) and five minutes by applause which could
have been immediately stopped, and then the Presldent was allowed the priv-
ilege of remaining on the air to make up for this lost time--a privilege
which I do not assume would be granted to any candidate but wae granted to
the President, although he was speaking as a candidate, on purchased time,
The unfairness of this appealed to both Florence and me, although, when the
President's speech came, we were delighted with it. But while we were walt-
ing impatiently through the wasted fifteen minutes, we were both moved to
eriticize such a performance, and waited for the President's speech with un-
hap?y antlclpations--which were fortunately not realized. As I indicated, I
don't suppose this will occur again, but I think it would be bound to offend
the "play fair" gpirit which is quite characteristic of the American people.



Honorable Samuel I. Rosenman -2 September 25, 1944

Now, having delivered myself of this eriticiem, Just to show that I
can remain objective, I wlll repeat that the speech 1tself was a masterful
Job. And with all due respeoct to those who may have helped, I referred to
1t as "the President in his best vein." So you can take to yourself what-
ever modicum of credit you find yourself entitled to!

Sinocerely yours,

B



ObJectives of Proposed Discussions

/n arrangement under which there will be:

(1) Fruvision through the med.um of & long
term contriet for the o:eration by the
respective companies of prorerties tosen,
in accordance with the t.rms of tae con-
tract free from restrictions,claims or
obligetions not emboiied therein,

() £ fixed scnedule of rates definitely ie-
teralning 211 taxes znd similar . ayments
to be made during the life of the eontract,

(8) A reciprocal gusrantee,for the Life of the
contruact,of reascnuble and workoovle lsbor
conuitions,

(4) An a; rojpriate messurc znd mezns of relim-
oursement fcr losses susteined by tae cum-
penles to dete of contruct by resson of
selzure of crozerties én March 16,154,

(5) Upon expiretion of tae long term contriet
all claims arnd interests of comprnies-in
rroducing propertles in Wexlec to be re-
l:ased and ,trensferred to the lexlean
Government withoug . ayument of uny further
consincrat .on,

The forepzolng arrynge.ent to be .iscussed on tue cesump
¢n that in tne event of ugrecment the terms there.f and
otections th refor way be embodied in & commercizl treaty
tween ¥exico and the United wtates,jroviiing essurcnces

the resjective Qevbimsents znd ell conerrned of the
intenance and fulfillment of recijrocal rigats and abli-
tlons znd im;roved reluations bet.cen ezcn Government and
tizens of the other,
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