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:"l!te Hou( e nt 2 P . ll. . todr.y . 
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hnppy lf he c9 1~ ~ave a glim~~e 
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laSS GRACE TULLY. 

VIESTllURY N , . y. , July 7, 1941. 

Lost bat4111on looated • 

Vincent . 
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July 29 , 194,1 

l!RJ10!'ANDU!J FO!l GENERAL WATSONr 

Subjec>tr Cc>lonol Kermit Roosevelt 

1 . In accordanc>e with your written diroc>tloCA, copy 
atteohocl, I oommunioated w1 th Colonel Roosovel t and told him 
to be clown hero on Friday mom inc, July 25. Between Thurado.y, 
tho 24th and l.!onday, the 28th, Commander Astor, lf.ajor l!ead, 
and hie wife were all ~rkins on him to got him down hero1 
without auoooas . Re repeatodly promised to GO, and as mo.ny 
timos refuood. Several timbo during this period he oould not 
bo looatod. Once, at Commander Aotor'o request , I obtained 
throut;h tho F. 9 .I. certain addrouu in lie•' York whcro ho 
.Ut;ht be found. I kept in conot .. 'lt touob with tho &1 tlll'tion 
throut;h C""""'nder Astor. 

2. On ~onday, tho 28th , I soot Colonel Winalow of 
thia office to !lew !ork to aoo what could be done . & &Ot 
in contAct with COillliandor A at or, l:ajor Head, And Mrs . Roosovel t , 
but oould not looato Kermit, although ho wont to various 
plaoea whore he had boon hidins out. Kermit did, however , 
oome to 'ilaahington on the miclnisht train, accompanied by hie 
woman and followsd by Colonel Winalow. I bad him met ot 7 •15 
thio morninc by two ortioero trol'l "'Y office. Utor r little 
dittioulty, they porauadod him to co with then to Vlaltor 
Reed where ho we.$ tlJ.m6d ovor to Genora.l ;.~rietta. General 
lo!ariotto. soon o.ftenrar da telephoned me that he could not hold 
him wry lont;, so Kemit inaietacl thAt be came to Wuhin&ton 
only to see no end 1ntondo~ to r~turn ~diately to Now York. 
A1'to r COIIII'Iunica ting wi til you, I had him brou;;ht to '"Y ot'tioo. 

3. I put it to him ae otro.i&ht as 1 know howr 
that this ~~• his last ohonoe; th nt over a period ot tour dayo 
••• had o.ttomptod, fli thout success , to got him. to como to 
11nshinGton; thnt 'A'O knew he wao neglecting hh medical traat­
mont in Now York, and thet he must now decide whether ho would 
take tho s to pa we felt necouo ry to enable him to o tart on 
tho mission which tho President hao given him. 

4. l!e shUly-s'>alliod about itl tole! r.ao many thinga 
I lmow to bo untrueJ o.nd inoiated that he -.ust return i....,diatoly 



/ 
to New York to &e& his doctor o.nd hio dentist, I mado him gi11o 
mo tho nam.o of tho doctor and dentist, •nd then aa.id that I 
wou.ld call them up in his pr .. onco to got their final opinion. 
He then admitted that regardless of what they said , ho was 
coin& back to Now York immediately, I impressed upon him that 
his decision moant his final refual\l or the Prosidont's mission, 

5, I have sinoo ohooked by lon& ~istanoo tho opinions 
of h i s dootor (Lincol n) ond his dentist (Hudson) in !low York, 
The dootor tolls mo that, or ganically, ho is capable of mskint 
tho proposed trip, but that it is impooaible to got him in 
shape a gainst his will . Tho dentist said that. he had completed 
the major part of the work on Kermit's tooth, and that , ao 
far as he wa.& concerned, Kermit could sa~l Saturday . Kermit 
has boon skipping appointments with his dontist by the dentist's 
tacit eonsent, because Kermit's ph~rtt:ical oo~dition made the 
remaining rout ine dental work extremely difficul t : and 
disagrooable , 

6. Commander Astor concurs w1 th me in bel1ev1n& 
that thoro is nothing; more to bo dono in this cas& short of 
tho uso or actual force, anq thnt thoro is no hope of gottin& 
him fit to tr~vol as long; as his woman retains hor hol d on 
bJJn, Astor thinks thoro 1 s a ehonoe she ru>.y <trop him if sho 
finds that well- known people aro no lon~:er interostod 1n lllf'· 

•• 
7, I am vory sorry that this mattor has turned out 

as it he.s. Io the intorviow this !!IOrnin& in my office, Kermit ' s 
bettor natltro was obviousl y otruuling against a force beyond 
his control . I am oonvinced tho dociding factor was tho 
woman wnitill& for him in Union Station, a.nd with whom he hod 
pro:o:Used to return t o llew York. 

Brigadier General , U, S, Army, 
Acting A•sistant Chief of St~, G-2 

DECLASSIFIED 
pi!D Lottor, o-8-'1~ 

APR 11 1974 
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For S U f rom E.M.W. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Orders 

(a) Ho.vo K R come to Washington Fri<la.v with I!Ajor Road 

(b ) Work hi.!:> at G-2, roadiJ:Ir; ""'P' and studying country 

(o) !!avo Walter Reed do dentistry meanwhUo 

(d) Ho.vo a aqua<! put him on boat 
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MEJJORANDU/4 FOR Tfll!: PRE$! DlsNT : 

Vincent Astor came in and left the re­
port atteched hereto by Kermit Roosevelt 's 
doctor and the pamphlet also attached that 
he wished you to see . 

Vincent says things ar e going about as 
bad as possible with Ker mit. He is living 
with that woman and no one had heard of hiin 
for two weeks. I immediately had Hoover look 
him up; he was found promptly and I repor ted 
his wher eabouts . I told Vincent that I 
would be glad to call up J. Edgar Hoover 
again at any time they thought it necessary 
to check on Kerlllit ' s whereabouts . 

The attached letter from Vi ncent also 
brings out another question,- Vincent ' s extreme 
desire to have something done to force the 
nawes of contributors to al1 the various 
propaganda groups now operating in this 
country . 

E .!.! . \'1 , 

'·· 

' 
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VINCENT ASTOR 
N9 .t3 WI!:&T t0'.'"$TRI!:ET 

~ dear General : 

t 

I em wonderi "8 wbetber you placed before the President my sug­

gestion to hava a periodical clleek-up made on the whereabouts of a certain i n-

dividual. There ie. nothing :•th.atever constructive ebout this , e xcept tor t he 

fact thet it probably will bava a reassuring effect on the nearest relative. 

Our friend was l ast heard !"rom. about nine days a go, and t ha relative very 

neturnlly showed considerable signs of worry in a telephone conversation >rhicb 

she had with .., thi s morning. It this is to be done , I would , however, appreciate 

i t if the head of a certa in agency were to be tol d that it is in a good cause, so 

tha t he "ill realize that his people here in New York are not beilll! asked to take 

a certain amount at trouble merely in consequence of one of my eccentricities, or 

as a matter of personal friendship. 

In regard t o 01y o t her suggestion - that of requiring publication 

or the names of contributors to all of the various propaganda group.s now operating 

in t hi s country, I think that t he enclosed rotten l ittle booklet is a good case in 

poi nt , for it seems unlikely that many people would like to have it knovm thet t hey 

were giving financial support to thi s sort of thing. 

VA:SW 

L:tljor General Edwin 
The White !louse, 
Washilll!ton , D.c. 

En c. 

Ever yours, 

!J. Watson , U.S.A., 

.. 

• 
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Mr. Vincent Astor, 
The Brook Club, 

C,IU.JtUS DILLE.» RY~o.x, M_.D, 
liD ~T 61 .. 5rJIJt.ZT 

N'aw You 

August 27, 1941. 

111 East 54th Street, 
New York City. 

MEDICAL AND NEURO-PSYCHIATRIC EXAlilNATION 
OF LIR. KERMIT ROOSEVELT. 

The patient accompanied by a friend appeared a t 
the Neuropsychiatrist's office without an appointment 
requesting treatment. His movements were incoordinated 
and he spoke in a confused manner saying tha t he had been 
drinking excessively because of a return of an old dysentery. 

c.~ 1.! , 1~1 The examining physician savr tha t he needed hospital care 
---,<_ 1 and admi tteg him immedie1·ely, calling in consultation a 

well qualified medical man, Dr. Kirby Ma.rtin. Both physicians 
are on the staff of t he New York Hospital-- Cornell Medical 
College . 

Physical examination aft er admi ssion revealed a 
hi gh bl ood pressure, 190/110 . Under rest end treatment 
the blood pressure dropped to 145/90. There was a marked 
systolic murmur in the heart, a rather rapid pulse with no 
irregularity of rythm but no evidences, such as swelling of 
the legs or shortness of breath of any cardiac decompensation . 
Lungs were clear and there was no enlargement of the liver, 
but only slight tenderness on deep pressure over the gall 
bl adder. There was no pain or tenderness in the abdomen. 

Laboratory examinati ons were made which are as 
!"ollows: 

No malaria organisms found in the blopd . 
Haemoglobin lOQ%, Red Blood cells, 5,200,000, Vfhite 

Blood cel ls 8,675. No pathologic~! cel ls found. 
Stool examination: Culture nnd agglutination tests 

for typhoid, paratyphoid Mld dysentery were negative. Search 
for amoebae neg~tive. No pathological bacilli or streptococci 
found. Urine examination revealed no diseAse of the kidneys. 



l.lr . Vincent Astor 

CI:UltLZS DUJ..Ea: RY~. M.D. 
uo EAeT en' SttuT 

Nsw Yo•• 
R-zo.:.r •·ooeo 

-2- Re:Kermit Roosevelt . 

The pati ent stated he had had small amounts of bright blood in his stools recently. As no blood \'las found in the 
specimen of stool obtained, this was considered possibly due to internal hemorrhoids or a small fissure . A rectal examina­
tion will be made when the patient's nervous condition improves. tn el ectro-oardiagram will also bo made, but from other examina­tions and sympt oms, no danger ous heart condition is felt to be present . From the neuropsychiatric standpoint, the patient was cloudy, shoYred poor memory and some confusion. Be submitted to immediate withdrawl of alcohol and stated that paraldehyde 
was most effective and had been used freQuently in the withdrawal of al cohol . It was soon found out in attempts to cut the doseage of uaraldehyde and substitut e other milder sedatives that the pa t ient had a par aldehyde addiction. Be admitted to havulg carried a small bottle in his pocket as long as four years ago which he took frequently during the day while at work. Three 
times during his stay he has dressed, reedy to leave the hospital 
unle~s a larger dose of paraldeh)'de was given, saying his •nerves" were going to pieces" although qu.ite calm and lucid under the influence of m.ilder sedatives. Every effort is being made to cut down on the paraldehyde and finally t erminate i ts use . In 
efforts to oobilize his "will po1ver" and stimulr te him to making pl ans for the future, he cannot hold to the t opic and he evades efforts to br.ing out any reasonable plans for the future . He talks vllguely of possible jobs awaiting him through the efforts of his attorney in Nel'l York. There were no evidences on neurolog.i­cal examination of any d.isease of the brain, spU1al cord or peripheral nerves other than due to the toxic effect s of alcohol end par~ldehyde. Be has shown no evi dences of appr oaching 
delirium tremens and no delusions or marked pathological ment~l stetus . It is our feeling that he should have continued 
care in the hospital for a minimum of four weeks for his alcohol and paraldehyde addiction. 

It is our op1n1on thet properly treated he will show a mAr ked general improvement and be able to carry on any work for which he is fitted . 

There is nothing in his physical status tha t would lead one to fear any dangerous complicl' t i ons . If, however , he continues to drink excessively, use paraldehyde and not take proper nourishment , it is highly probobly that a serious mental illness such os a toxic delir ium will develop . 



Mr. Vincent Astor 

CJU.JU.aa Du.a...a.a RYAH, M. 0. 
110 E.u-r 6& .. Soan 

Naw Yo•• 

-3- Re: Kermit Roosevelt. 

This morning, the patient refUsed to continue' 
trefltment , exhibiting an Wlreasoning childish atti tude wfth 
the physicians and l eft the hospital against advice. 

CDR:EA 

~~~-
(Chades Dille; Jyan, 31 . 0 . ) 
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~ yl' Mrs. Kermit Roosevelt 

'\ 29 Eest 69th Stroot 

Now Y«k City 

Dear ~iss Tully: 

Enclosed i~ a 
letter to the President - a little 
loving sympathy which I would li ke 
have sometime . 

personal 
word of 
him to 

I 

Will you a l so tell the 
President that Cl ark Eichelberger telephoned 
me just as he was l eaving unexpectedly for 
England late Saturday ni ght, He asked if I 
would give t hi s message to the President. 
Mr. Eichelber ger begs that if there is any 
way, whatsoever, in which he can serve the 
President whil e in England, he hopes that 
the President w1.ll command him. He will be 
at the Embassy for ten days. 

Thank you for your 
never f ailing kindnesses -

Sincerel ! yours, 

enc. Mrs. Kermit Roo~elt . 
by~,(.~ 

:.:rs . Roosevelt bad to <'C> to the country and 
was unable to sign this letter. 

• 



/ 
~ M OHAI<HZS, 

~ ~ 6:;- h av, !J~r;; 
J ~-LL ~ !J. ([. jtNH- . 
~ ~ '] &.Jv ~/ DU ') 
)0-,fl, 1> ? d 9..dJ d) !.- ~ . 
!J ~'14 IJ: ~ tA; UffUJr/J 
fc.h c:Qu.,·s <?rf> v fS, ~ 
~ ~ ~ 'f>J<b-a. -~ 
t..n /;, r12. Q k ~ d)u, - 7 ~­
J cb IJ~ ~ ~c~ 





-

. ' 

' 



,.,.,v .. 
.. o. 

~rbrral k11111 of .Jnautlgldllla 
llnllrb &tatn llrpartmmt of Jurtn 

•u~~t~a. .• . e. 
October . l B, 1941 

Jlaj or Gene rill Edwt n Jl. If a tso n 
Secretary 'to the President 
The White House 
lfa~h tngton , D. c. 

Dear General ii'Ot8on: 

J!r . vtncen t Astor, the Area Controller tn 
New Torlr, who at the present tiae ts confined to a 
hospital, has aslred that we advise you that Jlr . I erm lt 
Rooeevelt Is now at the Hartford Retreat, 200 Retreat 
Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. Thts institution ts a 
santtartum. I understand that Roosevelt is under the 
care of Dr. C. C. Burltngame . Mr. Kemi t Roosevelt 
was signed into the instt tutton by his brother, Archie 
Roosevelt, for a period O/ one year, Jlr. Astor stated 
that he und~trstood that Jlr. Ke rmit Roosevelt could not 
get out of th ts Institution on his own volition. 

The reason Hr. ~s to r asked that I transmit 
thts tnformati on to you is that Jlr. Astor's doctors 
do not permtt htm at the present time to use the tele­
phone. 

. I am 
Jl'l th e:z:pT'esstons of my very best regaT'ds, 

StnceT'ely, 

~ ~~ 
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