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Miss Tullyt
Re., New Mexico Senate primery Saturday September

“‘*')2’

14th,

Ickes and Dempsey both again strongly protest that Chaves
1s broadoasting records made by Barkley all over the state and
stating this indicates Administration approval of Chaves, -

Ickes and Dempaey claim Dempsey is in race only at President's
suggestion. Several suggestions have been mades ;

l. Press conference statement tomorrow which would probably 8
be unwise,

2. Statement by Ickes to neutralize Barkley. ’

3. Jimmy Roosevelt should have lunch with Dempsey in Al-

buquerque ostensibly on way East. »
Will you let me know if President has any instructions %f(ni}Fﬂ

Jim Rows., W !
445pmd p"’r{ X i <
Mol

" TELEGRAM

The White House
Eaﬂ[tnﬁtm Iﬂﬂptﬂhﬂr 10, 1940,

The Presidentt:

I very mmoh hepe that either you or some
who will be kmown to speak for the !dlinintrztinn will n:;.
& word publicly for Dempsey in New Mexiso who as you know,
would not have gone into the fight for Senater if 1t hed not
been for assurances I made to him of your willingness that
he should do so. Time is of the essence since primarfes
will be held in a couple of days.

Harold L, Ickes,
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WASHINGTON

September 9, 1940

Memorandum For The President.,

(1) Marvin Jones. Congressman Jones
asked me to give you his report if he is
uniable to see you before he leaves to Jjoin
Henry Wallace:

"Towa and Illinois look tough, as does
the entire Middle West in the farming districts,
but it is beginning to look better. Wallace
is improving every day in his campaigning and
is getting to be a politician'”,

Jones will continue on Wallace's tour.
(2) Paul McNutt. Several reports indicate
McNutt is talking freely again that he is not

being appreciated and it has been suggested
that you see him as soon as you can,

HA¢

ames Howe, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

_September 20, 12.0...

Memorandum For The President.
Nominations

Harry Hopkins gave me a list of vacancies in |
Justice and Treasury which he said you had personally
checked at Hyde Park. He indicated you wanted these
started toward the White House so that you could
make these nominations between now and election.

McGuire of Justice and Gaston of Treasury tell me
today that the work is completed. The one thing
remaining is for you to confer with the Attomey
General and Secretary Morgenthau, '

Nene of these vacancies can be filled by recess
- appointments because all of them have been vacant
during a session of Congress.

Latest reports are that the Comgress will adjourn
next Saturday or soon thereafter. That means that
whatever nominations you plan to make before election
must be made next week, and therefore conferences
with Jackson and Morgenthau should be as early as
possible.

Incidentally, confimation of these nominations
is not necessary. By a recent statute any person
nominated by you within thirty days prior to adjourn-
ment can hold office and be pald even if Congress
does not confirm them.

i
ames Rowe, Jr,
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Memo from J, Rowe on Transamerica 10/14/40 attaching
Jerome Frank's memo 10/12/40 with letter from Ed C, Elcher, SEC, 10/11/40
re Jesse Jones suggestién being chuck full of dynamite,

See:Jerome Frank-Gen corres-Drawer 2=1940




Conf Memo to FDR from J. Rows-=October 14, 1940

SUBJECT:¥he Lottery--attaches another memo on Selective
Service=Registration-The Lottery-Classification,

See:Draft folder-Drawsr 1-1940
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Letter to James Radwe 10/19/40 from Louis H, Bean

U.8. Dept of Agriculture re Gallup Poll,

See:Agriculture folder-Drawer 1-1940
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h,wjh THE WHITE HOUSE
M ' WASHINGTON -
October 21, 1940
Memor For The President
Mars

Wayne Jolnson telephoned to ask
that you send a telegram (I have prepared
one) to Marshall Field tonight asking him
to become National Chairman of the Business-
men's League for Roosevelt. Johnson indi-
cates it is urgent. He will see Field the
first thing In the morning and hopes he
will have received your wire by that time.

I checked with Harry Hopkins who
felt you should telephone Mr. Field per-
sonally and who will discuss it with you as
soon as possible, However, because of the
urgency, I have prepared the telegram which
can be sent whether or not you telephone,

o | (9 Hp

James Rowe, Jr.




Memo to FDR from Jim Rowe---Oct 23, 1940

Re:-Suggestions for Negroes in comnection with the Selective Service

See:Draft folder-Drawer 1-1940
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Reports on number of third term letters from
Jim Rowe

See:Watson file kept by Pryor
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WASHINGTON
January 4, 1941

Hamnranhum For The President:

Leslie Dayvton Bissell, Jr.

You asked me to check on Bissell who wrote to you offering his services
eand who indicated he 1s a distant cousin.

Bissell 1s about twenty-nine years old, and is now a master at Loomis
School in Connecticut, teaching German and other elementary preparatory school
subjects.

His father was also & teacher of German et Loomis and at the same time
operated an American preparstory school in Munich, where Bissell spent his
formative yesars, not living in the United States until he was of prep school
age. He graduated from Yale and returned to Munich to run his father's school.
He was in Germany during the first four years of Hitler's rule, and while there
married a German girl.

He is described as unusually familiar with and fond of Germany and its
customs. My informant 1s unable to state his attitude toward the Nagi system
but emphasizes his fondnese for Germany itself. I will be unable to determine
his sympathy or lack of sympathy with the Nuzie unless I use the F.B.I. or
communicate directly with the head master at Loomis, either of which may cause
considerable stir.

» Do you wish me to go ahead on this basis?

Incidentally, my informasnt is Elting Morison, one of the Harvard historien's
family, who was & classmate of Bissell at Loomis, Hehas asked me several times

the following question:

( "By the way, some quiet afternocon around the White Houge I wish you would

! ask the President for his version of the appointment of Sims es Commander-in-
Chief of our forces operating in European waters during the World War. This is
no time to be troubling either you or him with my problems, but if & convenient |
pause occurs in & conversation, I should like to have his version."

I should explain that Morison is writing & biography of Admiral Sims and,
since he is married to the Admiral's daughter and has access to his private
papers the biography is "authorized". So even if you are interested in the
question you may not wish to answer it.

}’Hﬂ

James Rowe, Jr.




296 Broad Street
Windsor, Conn.

December 28, 1940

Hon. F. D. Roosevelt, President
Washington
Distriet of Columbia

My dear Mr. President:

In these days of dire national emergency, I feel

it i1s my duty to render what service I can to the
nation. I appeal to you, Mr, President, as the one
person qualified to know where my service may best

be rendered, and also as a distant cousin (although
I do not wish this fact to be of influence in any
way); it merely happened that our great-grand-mothers
were sisters.

May I be brief in citing a few details relative to
_my peculiar case: I received my higher education

at Yale and the University of Munich, where I dis-
continued my studies\in 1935. Since then I have been
instruetor in mathematics, elementary sclences,
German, and French in private secondary schools

both here in the United States and abroad. For two
years I directed my own Ameriecan college preparatory
school in Munich, when in the summer of 1938 the
international tension forced me to discontinue my
successful project.

My complate familiarity with German life, language,
and culture before the advent of Herr Hltler, and
my necessary business associations with official and
unofficial "Nazi-dom" since then have provided me




I 1

with unique insight and understanding of German
Ehought and action. Of course, many Americans of

" pure stock can claim egqual or better knowledge of
our potential adversary, yet I doubt whether many
could equal my record of having spent almost twenty-
~ two out of a possible thrirty years in "friend" and
"enemy" country.

On grounds of the above I am petitioning you as an
adviser, Mr. President, to judge where my now idle
capacities may be directed to the benefit of our
[great country. My present status is that of master
at the Loomis School in Windsor, Conn., a position
that does not satisfy my wish of being of service

to the country-at-large, nor draws upon the resources
I had galned from travel and education.

In order not to take up your very valuable time I
have been too brief, perhaps, in explaining my
situation; nor have I stated exactly any possible
position that I might fill. I shall be very happy,
however, to amplify my statements and give you more
specific details, should you desire such.

In closing, permit me at this time to express my
sincerest wishes for your continued success in 1941
and the years to come. I remain, '

Your obedlent servant,

Gotee D Bewsill .

(Leslie Dayton Bissell, Jr.)
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January 7, 1941

Memorandum For The President.

Minister to Fneland

Wayne Johnson telephoned to say that you
told him you planned to appoint a Minister to
England, as well as an Ambassador, and that you
asked him for some names.

He discussed these names with Ed Flynn who
may have already telephoned them in to you. He
has added a third. They are:

Floyd Odlum. Odlum has a Connectiocut resi-
dence. Johnson says you may not know that Odlum's
people are Canadians, He has a brother who is a
British subject. His first cousin, General Victor
Odlum, is leading the Second Canadian Division
now in Fngland,

W. L. Clayton, cotton merchant of Texas,

whom you know all about.

William Humphrey of San Francisco. You
probably know him since he is a Director of the
Warm Springs Foundation. He is President of the
Tidewater Oil Company, is 58, a bachelor and well-
read. Johnson has known him for twenty years and
says he can stand a thorough check.

gk

James lowe, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTON January 9, 1941
Memorandum For The President.

Henry Wallace

The Vice President elect talked to me today about two
things:

(1) Liaison. Wallace had told me before his vaca-
tion that you had suggested that 1 be the liaison man between
you and him. He came in today to make arrangements on that
score with me.

1 told him that while, of course, I would like to do
it, in view of Sherman Minton's appointment my guess would
be that you had changed your mind and would probably want
Minton to do it. He agreed this was a logical assumption,
pbut asked me to find out definitely from you what your
ideas were.

(2) Gene Casey, You told Casey when you saw him that
you wanted to talk to him in two weeks about a specific
job. That period has passed and Casey is becoming restive.
Wallace menticned him to you at lunch today and you told
him you might make Casey the remaining administrative
assistant.

As you know, Flynn wants Casey to handle national de-
fense problems, on the theory that Casey will protect you
from some of the Republicans. Perhaps he could be made
liaison man between you and the Office of Production Manage-
ment.

You should be cautioned on this point, however. Casey
is what newspaper men call " a 100% New Dealer". My personal
judgment is that he would be a disruptive force in the
peculiarly delicate mechanism of 0.P.M. and its personalities.
Wtallace and Flynn both say he is a bit too frank., I per-
sonally do not believe he is sufficiently diplomatic to be
useful at the present stage of national defense.

The question remains what should be done with Casey to
whom the Adminlstration undoubtedly owes a great deal and
who is unusually capable in many fields.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

You could appoint him as an administrative assistant
and use him as liaison man with Wallace instead of Minton
or myself,

If for any reason, you wish to keep the remaining job
as administrative assistant open, you could make Casey an
assistant to Minton, or general White House handyman. The
White House budget carries a position classified as
"executive officer" at $6500 a year. That position is not
filled.

Another possibility is to have Sidney Hillman use him
as an assistant. Hillman, in my opinion, gets blocked off
unnecessarily on many things, because he does not know his
way around the govermment which Casey does and also is not
surrounded, to be frank, with very competent people.

) i

James Howe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 10, 1941

Memorandum For The President.

Executive Secretary of OPM

Lubin of the Labor Department, who is
acting as Hillman's assistant, asked that
the following suggestion be brought to your
attention:

He suggests that the position of Execu-
tive Secretary to the Office of Production
Management be appointed by you rather than
by the four men. He believes that man should
represent your interests, He is guite sure
Knox, Stimson and Knudsen will agree on the
appointment of some person and Hillman does
not wish to fight it.

This message may have come from Hillman

himself, | don't know.

James Rowe, Jr.
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WASHINGTON

Confidential
January 15, 1941

Memorandum For the President.

John Cudahy

You probably know this already, and I would not
mention it to you except for the coincidence that
Wayne Jolnson telephoned to ask that Cudahy's name be
placed on the list of candidates as Minister to England
because of his contributions.

Cudahy, who is a casual friend of mine, came into
my office tuday on a brief visit. I found his attitude
on war much more amazing than his famous interview after
the fail of the Low Countries. Cudahy argued it made
no difference to the United States whether Britain or
Germany won, that the President has already taken us
into war without taking the country into his confidence
and that the so-called Lend-Lease Bill meant the end
of democracy in this country. Cudahy has never been
very long on brains and although he is a perfect appeaser
he doesn't know it.

You also may not know that Cudahy plans to retum
in February to Europe, either to Berlin or London, to
see what is going on and to write. If any policy question
about keeping him here is involved, I should point out
that he has about one hundred invitations to speak all
over the country and the Lord alone knows what he would
say, s0 that perhaps we are better off if he is abroad,

Jam~s Rowe, Jr.




THE WHITE HOUSE ,
WASHINGTON
Confidential Yo

January 15, 1941

Memorandum For the President:

John Cudahy

You probably know this already, and I would not
mention it to you except for the coincidence that
Weyne Johnson telephoned to ask that Cudahy's name be
placed on the list of candidates as Minister to England
because of his contributions.

Cudahy, who is & casual friend of mine, came into
my office today on a brief visit. I found his attitude
on war much more amezing than his famous interview after
the fall of the Low Countries. Cudahy argued it made
no difference to the United States whether Britain or
Germany won, that the President hes already taken us
into war without teking the country into his confidence
eénd that the so-called Lend-Lease Bill meant the end
of democracy in this country. Cudahy has never been
very long on brains and although he is & perfect appeaser
he doesn't know it.

You elco may not know shat Cudahy plans to return
in Februery to Europe, either to Berlin or London, to
see what is going on and to write. If any policy question
about keeping him here is involved, I should point out
that he has sbout one hundred invitations to speak all
over the country and the Lord zlone knows what he would
say, so that perhaps we are better off if he is abroed.

9 +r,®\

James Rowe, Jr.
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WASHINGTONM

January 17, 1941

Memorandum For Grace Tully.

Dear Grace:
Census Bureau

Sherman Minton is also excited about the
undesirability of extending Austin's status as
head of the Census Bureau for another year.
Even if you draw a blank from Harry Hopkins
on the subject, I would like to give the
President a memorandum.

The logical successor, Heed, is a re-
actionary Republican with whom I, as well as
everyone else in the government, have had a
lot of trouble.

Capt 1s the man all the Pemocrats want.

Juk

James Howe, Jr.
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January 23, 1941 °
Memorandum For The President:

Former Congressman Mouton

You suggested that Beb lfouton, defeated
Congreseman from Louisiane, be cclled beck to
duty with the Marine Corps, so that he would
heve a job.

I discussed this with Forrestal and
General Holcomb. Holcomb seys he is completely
unqualified, that he would hate to have him in
the Merines and that while Mouton was & member
of Congress he made Holcomb's life misersble
in his attempt to be made a Major. A Marine
Board is now reviewing the status of reserve
officers and Mouton's name will come up in the
course of events. I need herdly edd he won't
have much chance,

If you wish Louton appointed, nevertheless,
Holcomb wante you to know it will be done imme-

diately.
) K

Jemes Rowe, Jr.
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January 24, 1941.
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MEMORANDUNM FOR JIL ROWE:

I think you might ask Forrestal
to give this company some yery small
job which they doubtless could finance.

F.D.R.

| foe




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Memorandum For The President:

Congressman Sabeth

Some time ago you told me to speak to
Jim Forrestel about the Holpuch Construction
Company, for which Sabath hes been so active,
and to help the Compeny if on the merits it
is capable.

The attached memorandun from Jim Forrestal
is polite and could be sent to Sabath if neces-
sary. The reel story, which was given me orally,
is that an investigation has shown the Company
is not capable, thut it does not pay ite bills,
etc.

Sabath represented to you that he had been
extremely loyal and that you had never given him
anything. Just for the purpose of the record,
you did give him lest year an appointment of
Regional Administrator of the Wage end Hour Act
in Tllinois. This went to former Congressman
Tom O'Malley of liisconsin, whom Sabath was back-
ing, against the combined protegt of both Tllinois
Senators and the Illinois Congressional delegation,
and it caused guite & lot of trouble with them.
Nevertheless, you let Sabath have his man.

4

Jafies Rowe, Jr.




THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

January 22, 1941

FROM: JAMES FORRESTAL

TO: Mr. Jemes Rowe, Assistant to the
Presgident
The White Houge

Thie is the memorandum concerning Holpuch
which I mentioned on the telephone today.

J.V.F,




.2%mr4ﬂ31&

IH REFLY ADDRESS
THE BUREAU OF ¥YARDS AND DOCKS

PRIPINRID NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF YARDS AND DOCKS
WASHINGTON, D.C.

21 January 1941

Memorandum for the Under Secretary.

Subject: Holpuch Construction Company.

h The Holpuch Construction Company of Chicago has
been a candidate for work under this Bureau for several
months. This Company has been supported very strongly by
Congressman Sabath of Illinois, who has been in to see me
and has written and telephoned a number of times on behalf

of this Company.

2e I have interviewed Mr, Holpuch, the President of
the Company, and have obtained considerable data on the

Company .

3. In connection with our Training Station expansion
a8t Great Lakes I instructed the Commandant to call the Holpuch
Company in for negotiations, but through a misunderstanding
it was necessary to conduct the negotiations here in Wash-
ington. Mr. Holpuch was called to Washington and appeared
before our Board on awards. The Board did not recommend his
Company for an award. There were eight companies considered

in all.

4. The Department's policy, which has been approved by
the President, is to favor local companies insofar as may be
practicable and in the interests of the Navy. Since our pro-
gram at Great Lakes Naval Training Station is very limited in
scope and amount, and since there are so many contractors in
Chicago and vicinity, the competition is very keen. It is
obviously impossible to give work to all contractors in the
Chicago area. The Holpuch Construction Company must compete
with some of the best contractors in the country, and it is
for this reason that no work has been given to tﬁis Company .

5. The Station has been called upon to recommend desir-
able contractors for consideration on several instances, and
has not recommended this Company.




6. As you are aware, the award of a public works con-
tract is by competitive process, as the law requires that
not less than three candidates be considered for every job.

T It is my recommendation that the Holpuch Company °
be informed that they will be given consideration on any-

future work in the Chicago area. If you desire, I will see
to 1t that they are called in on all future negotiations

for construction work in this area.
W

B. Moreell




THE WHITE HOUSE ? Up\

— WASHINGTON

January 29, 1941

Memorandum For The President.

S. Clay Williams

HBecause of the recent stories in the press
that S. Clay Williams may be appointed as
Minister to London, Justice officials privately
informed me that Williams personally is under
indictment by Thurman Arnold.

They say they confidently expect to con-
viect him, and that he is the ringleader and head-
man in the conspiracy. They pointed out there
is no parallel in Jimmy Roosevelt's indictment
which was purely a technical formality; Williams
is the real offender and they expect to get him.

They thought you should have this information.

e

James Rowe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE %M

WASHINGTON
January 31, 1941

Memorandum For Mrs. Rooseve

Sharon Camp

You may not have seen this column in the Star.
Please note the marked portion.

I have suspected that McEntee "leaked" this story.
At any rate, his share in this experiment has been one
of complete mulish obstinacy. He has been told several
times that Agriculture had control of the Camp. His
entire attitude is the one most important thing wrong
with CCC.

I have hesitated to suggest to you that Congressman
Engel, who is a Republican, might be educated if you
talked to him,

He is a rather strange person who goes "sleuthing"
around various departments looking for examples of money
wasting. He is quite sincere. He is important, since
he is the ranking Republican on the Subcommittee.

I had one indirect experience with him when he was
attacking Pare Lorentz' "Fight for Life". At that time
Governor McNutt gave him a special preview of the picture
and after seeing it he was quite enthusiastic about it.

Perhaps if you talk to him about the William James
Camp, he might once again become a proponent. Yet I
hesitate to recommend this as it might make matters worse.

The important point is McEntee's behavior, about
which the President will have to do something soon. I
believe McEntee can be handled through a reorganization
plan if and when the time limit is extended.

Jedl

James Rowe, Jr,

l
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Sharon C. C. C. Stirs Tempest

Enrollment of College Men in Supposedly
Relief Organization Is Strongly Protested

By JAY G, HAYDEN,

Enrcliment ln a Clvlllan Conser-
vatlon camp &t Bharon, Vi, of 12
Harvard and Dartmouth graduates,q
pieked for thelr unlque soclal ideas
rather than
pHysigal  brawn 00
or economie [
need, hias started f &
n congressional 84
storm” and  is |
threatenlng  to
dlarupt the New ik
Deal's own bu- B
TEAUCTOCY, i

Hewspaper Té=-
porks  of " the
strange thinga B
gaing on ot g
Sharon have
heen  appearing
for severnl weeks
past, but 1 re- Jay 0. Warden,
mpined for & leller addressed by
Bceretary of Agtloulture Wickard
to Representative Engel of Mich-
igan, to stir up things officinlly.

Particularly startling to persons
famitinr with the lnws governing tha
C, C. C. was Mr., Wickard's state-
meonts:

1—That he had been vested with
complete contrel of the Sharon
camp and had  transferred this
guthorlty in turm to & commitles of
supervision, about pqually divided
hetweon officials and non-officials,
Mamed In the latter category werd
Prol. Eugene Rosenstock-Huessy ' of
| Dartmoutn College and Columnlst
Dorothy Thompsan.

a_That in this camp and others
'ta be seb mslde for exporimental
purpozes entollment has or will be
divided on & ratio of “14 or 15 un-
emploved young men from nons
rellef families, college gradusies and
others, along with 35 or 20 C, ©. C.
boys chosen in the regular way.”

To Break Down “Classes.”

»Tt {5 pur theught,” explained Mr.
Wickard, "that &f the ©, O. C. I8
valuable in bullding good ciilzena
for & democracy out of boys from
relisf familles, i8 §s equally valuahbls
for other young men, I6 seems
particularly worthwhila for Lhe
camps to Include & falr sprinkling
of young men from all differcant
tackgrounds, By glving them a
commen experience of hard and use-
ful work, we feel wa can help them
to understand one mnothor and
| thereby help to brepk down the
walls between ‘classes,’”

When he was shown the Wickard
letter, Director James J. McEntee,
who sdminiaters the C. C, C. under
peneral direction of Security Admin-
lstrator Paul V, McNult, confessed
that this was the fArat Intimation
he had had elther thab complete
control of the Bharon camp had
beenn  tromaferred to Secrelacy
wWicknrd, or of the eceatlon af the
extrn ofMelal Committee of Super-
ylalan,

! Further, Mr. MeEntes painted out
Ihat the rule reatricting enrollment
|||'| C, C. C, campa {0 war veterana

d young nen Yoneiployed and in

full force mnd effoct. The rule
L] cally defines "need™ Lo menn
"Inability to provide such opportun-
Itles out of his own famlly's re-
sources,” IL Is certnln that this
definltlon never before had been
held to Include graduates of ex-|
pansive Eastern unlversities; ml
has the corpa proceeded on the as-
sumptlon that the campa necded bos
be toned up with enrollees of the
latter classification,

Congress In the past has inalsted
that the ©. C. C. be kept stricily,
& work program for persons other-
wise without sdequate support.

It appears further that nelther
Eecretary of the Interlor Ickes, Scc-
retary of War Stimson nor Director
Hines of the Veterans' Bureau,
whosze advisory powers In connec-
tlon with the ©. G, . nre exactly
the same as thoss of Becretary
Wickard, have beern consulted
weapecting the Sharom venture,

Conceived by Immigranil
The Sharen ldea seems to have
been born In the mind of Dr, Rosen=
stock-Huessy, who Immigrated from
Germany, colocident with the rise
of Adell Hitler In 1533, to become
st 0 peolessor of soclal philosophy
at Harvard and Inter at Dartmouth,
In 1034 Dr, Rosenstock-Hiessy
warned Presldent Roosevelt that the
C. C. Q. camp structure was inten-
slfylng class lnes in Amevica, not
breaking them down, and urged that
bovs from. econamlcally more priv-
Heged clusses be admitted, He has
b:zn carrying on ihis same crisade
ever slnce and latterly has enllsted
such well-knovm  fellow  erusnders
a= Miss Thompeon, former 8. E, O,
Chalrman Landls, and Mrs, Roose=
velt, who defended the Sharon pro-
Jeet In her, press conference on
Wednesday.

‘The Sharon camp s naumed after
William James, former Harvard pro-
fesanr, wha frst enuncianted the
theorles now carried forward by the
Rosenstock-Huessy group,  Jemes’
lden was that the way to prevent
war was to provide ¥oung men with
“the morel equlvalent of war™ by
conseripting  them - for industrial
work inatend of armiles.

Ha declared: "To coal and fron |
mines, to frelght trains, fo fshing
fleetz ln December, to dish washing,
clothes washing * * * would our ||
gllded youth be drafted off, ac-
carding to thelr cholce, to get the
childishness knocked out of them,
and to come back Into roclety with ||
healthler sympnthles and scberer |
ldeas."

Buper-lmposed on this James con-
ceptlon, In  the minds of both
Dr, Rosenstock-Huessy and Miss
''L"ﬂﬂrm.wssﬂ.l'l1 ns It appears, Is & cam-

(Sep HAYDEN, Pogo A-12.)

—

vd_of_employment” remniny In

‘| discover Lhat there waz np cffort

A e —

i thden

{Coptinisefs From Page A-11)

mon admiration of the eMcloney of
Hitler's youth-tralning mcth;df.y

lss  Thompson, speaking  1In
: Washingten recently, declored that
fishe was purtleularly horrifted on

J|recent wislk o n G Q. Q. camp, to

made “to develop a cominunity aplrit
&t meals” “They eal In silence”
#he sald, “whereas slimulating con-
versation is whit Is needed. Same-
body should lead dlssussions *
o Miss Thompson sald further that
there Is no clroulntion of blood
het'l:"eﬁ'n the camps and communi-
Hes" An Important Innovation at
the Bharon camp s that Its enrolless
devote  themselves o repalring
bulldings, painting fences and
ctherwise working for the farmors
of the communlty, When the Sharon
camp was. first catablished [t was
not popular with the natives be-
::I."U:: ht.chr.l:r 5?#1. Itz Inmntes tived

EeF an Lhe sure F
h-OLﬂ;lil P o vunding

er  the Bharon cam ¢

abandoned because thers ;-Ja!“;;-
worthwhile publie emplovment In
that eommunity.. New that the
C. O, C boys have tuened In to
help the nelghbors, it i3 sald, the
communily attitude {3 much mare
favorable {0 them—a great  ac-
complishment In soclal understand=
Ing and democracy ns Dy, Rasen-
:wﬁ:ﬁuss’ and Mlss Thempson

[(Relessed through Nerlh American Newse
Paprt Alllssce.)
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Memorandum For Miss LeHand. : //<§#¥ﬂkf
Mary Ward 4

You have asked about the question of Mary Ward
getting some annual leave to which she is entitled. The
question of leave as of now is unimportant because we
are trying to find her another Job in the Immigration
Service.

The background is this:

Reorganization Plan 2 abolished the Regional Commissioners
of Immigration and Naturalization. Mary Ward was head of the
New England Region. After some fuss and fury, Justice put
her on what is called the Contract Labor Pay Roll. Theo-
retically the function of these employees is to make sure
foreign labor is not allowed into this country to take jobs
which could be filled by American labor. As a practical
matter, there is very little of this sort of work left and
Justice has used the pay roll for politiecal patronage. The
Appropriations Committee is now aware of this practice and
plans to have a public denunciation of the practice. Justice
got wind of this and in an attempt to ward it off fired
Miss Ward and several others.

As is inevitable in such matters, the political "heat"
began and Mary Ward has had the Massachusetts delegation
besieging the President and Justice to do something for
her. Before this happened I gave the President a memo-
randum explaining the background.

He has told me that since Justice fired her, it is up
to Justice to find her another job and Matt McGuire has
been told this by me and by Ed Flynn. Several of the Massa-
chusetts delegation have called me about it and L have
given them the same information so that McGuire will in-
evitably have to do something about it.

That being the case, the guestion of leave is un-
important if Mary Ward is to go back on the pay roll, If
she doesn't, she is certainly entitled to leave.

Tkl

ames Rowe, Jr.




NENORANDUM FOR

VWAYNE JOHNSON
!hmum this
MM wm

m w.z:'sﬁu%

wﬂlmtnm the Btate.
have,

ou know, I my 1ifs,
nnund the khd of nmm
leadership which could not deliver
the votes. Enuf uul

As to Pauley, I understand
that Mo 48 & fine, active and

suocessful man. What the
relationship, » is between
him and 4

t notm.n!
about. The flui remains that
independent o0&l operators' group,
of which he was mpg:nd to be one,
fought me bitterly
campaign and put up most of the
money against me. uu it 1»
worth checking to find nut. how much
money Pauley's ¢ borrowed
from the Standard group.

r- Dl li




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

F‘EmeT 3’ l?u

o d For Th egid

Ed Pauley

Wayne Johnson asked me to give you this
letter about Pauley,

Also Ed Flynn telephoned me from New York
that there was a political plot against Pauley,
Nonetheless Voorhis and Secretary lckes were
quite explicit in their statements.

And Elliott, as you of course know well,

2N

James Rowe, Jr,

never has been your friend.




DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE
HOTEL BILTMORE
NEW YORK CITY

WAYHNE JOHNSON

CHAIRMAN, FIMANCE COMMITTEE 1 East 57th Street,
New York, N.Y,

January 31, 1941.

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Ed Flynn has told me that someone did an ar-
tistiec job in attempting to torpedo Ed Pauley, and he 1s going
to make a personal investigation on the ground in California.

I understand the charges made were that John ’
Elliot influenced him and that Elliot had raised large sums of
money for Willkie. Pauley is not the kind of man anyone can
use, and Elliot has never used him, nor could he. While
California 1s terribly broken up in factions, I personally know
that Elliot did support you and did not do anything for Willkie.
I have the reports of the Secretary of State of California to
that effect, our Finance Director for Southern California, and
g atatement from Elliot.

I have never met Elliot personally, although I
talked to him during the campaign and I know he was working for
you.

It would simply be too bad if we lose a man of

Pauley's character and ability, and I know 1t would have a very

bad effect in California.

"R e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

H January 27, 1941

"'tl Memorandum For The President.
‘, Ed Pauley

You had me make an extensive check on {
Ed Pauley of California, whom Ed Flynn and Wayne
Johnson wanted as Assistant Secretary of War.

At the time my check indicated Pauley was
better than average. Two of the persons I
checked with were Secretary Ickes and Congress-
man Jerry Voorhis.

Today both of them asked me to tell you
they wished to withdraw their favorable comment
on him, Voorhis believes he is tied in too
closely with Standard 0il. Both say he is a
close companion and henchman of Jack Elliott,
Senator Downey's backer who has never been very
enthusiastic about this Administration, and who
at one time was tied up with Senator Wheeler.

\}H,Q

James Rowe, Jr,

(e {f Hy it Wbl doi,
T aufnt Videry bt diof »iT
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OFFICE OF
THE DIRECTOR

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

©
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET W

WASHINGTON, D. C.

| a3 A e
e

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

1 have Herbert kmmerich's acceptance of
the position of kxecutive Secretary of OPM. He
has not seen Knudsen for the reason that Knudsen
has sald that he wanted to talk to you first.

I understand Knudsen is to see you today. In
the meantime rmmerich is staying in Washington
this afternoon expecting to hear from Knudsen.

Since we have gone so far as to draft
Emmerich, who has agreed now to accept the job

at much lower salary and at considerable incon-
venlence, I hope that the negotiations will be

completed by Knudsen.
Dﬂectnr.
-

Att.




)m-h__ CEY,

s 'ihdln__'

Personal History Statement

MR. HERBERT EMMERICH
Born April 27, 1897 in New York. Married. 3 children.

EDUCATION

B. S. in Economics. University of Pennsylvania, Wharton
School of Finance and Commerce, 1918, Major in Business Adminis-
tration.

EMPIOYMENT ¢

Since Septembar 1, 1937, Associate Director of Public
Administration Clearing House, Chicago.

October, 1933 to August, 1937, Farm Credit Administra-
tion., Assistant to the Governor, Administrative Assistant (ex=
pert), Executive Officer (upwbs, and Deputy Govermor. Salary
$8,000-£10,000.

Jamuary, 1924 to September, 1933. City Housing Cor-
poration, New York. Various positions up to Executive Vice-

Prﬂlidm‘b- m *3;Ml,ﬂm-

March, 199 to December, 1923. Various positions in
industry and office management survey work.

April, 1918 to March, 1919. Army field clerk —— trans-
lation and investigation, Intelligence Office, with headquarters
at Governors Island, New York. ;
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THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTON

February 11, 1941.

MENORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
AND FILE,

Memo from S.T.E. to the
Preeldent, Feb., 10, 1941, giving mecsage
from Senator McNary saying that Jimmie
Byrnee will be very satisfactory for
the appointment to all Republicans in
the Benate and to him personally.




Grlﬂma.'. document on
::it:ﬂ:.'m.-l— Mamn G;a.';'scri-
Head of Govern ment

Case.

PSP Rowte

‘ ] },Sla’ .:ijéfkﬁc/“
(" THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 12, 1941

Memorandum For The President. 7, '

Patronage

There are now six or seven nominations
on your desk. With the exception of a few
reappointments this will be all you have in
the next few weeks.

Because of the Lease-lend Bill, I am

wondering if it would not be desirable to
hold these for trading purposes if necessary?

HK

es Rowe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Feb. 11, 1941

Nominations:

Mathias Correa

U. S. Attorney So. District of New York, vice Cahill
e .

Lyle Keith *

U. 8. Attormey for E. District of Washington

Herb. W. Algeo
Marshal Western District of Washington , |,

Stanford C. Styles
Marshal E, Dist., of Texas,
Dave E, Hilles
Marshal W, Dist, of Oklahoma
A ——
Oscar S. Doyle
U. S‘- it-t-(‘.'may - Flri Distv Uf Si Gt
George F. Troy
U. S. Attorney, Dist. of R. I.

m—

-
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Q}' WASHINGTON

February 12, 1941

rand For The President

Eugene Casey

The last time I spoke to you about Gene
Casey, you agreed he would be appointed as
Special Executive Assistant in the White
House (funds are available) to work with me.
You said you wanted to see Casey the next day.

This appointment was delayed to allow a
Secret Service investigation, which lnveatigatﬂf__.
tion was eminently satisfactory.

General Watson tells me Casey is coming
in to see you Saturday and this will remind
you you were to tell Casey he is to work with
me temporarily and that he should regard it as
a stop-gap until you have something else for

I have told Ed Flynn I think a satisfactory
solution to the Casey problem is worked out.

s

James Rowe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTON February 12, 1941

Memoran For The Presi t

REA

Claude Wickard, as you know, has been having trouble
with REA. It is his first experience with the public
power group and he now feels as though he had been hit
by a buzzsaw. The sharpest teeth, as usual, are Senator

Norris and John Rankin,

Nevertheless there is something radically wrong with
REA. Harry Slattery is not what he used to be and he
never was an administrator anyway. There is also a fight
for personal power within the agency.

But, unless handled tactfully, no improvement can be
made against the attitude of Senator Norris.

Wickard came to see me yesterday quite disturbed
about the whole situation. I think I have hit upon a
fairly happy solution, but it will require your help.

The public power people will regard anything Agri-
culture does with complete suspicion irrespective of the
merits. I have suggested that the Administrative Manage-
ment Section of the Budget Bureau make a study of REA and
really find out what is happening. They are completely
independent of Agriculture and cannot be accused of bias, |
omith, Wickard and Slattery are agreed to this. However,
Norris and Rankin would be just as suspicious of the
Budget as they are of Agriculture.

If they regard this idea as coming from you because
of your interest in REA, I think the idea might work.
The important thing now is to gain a month of quiet so
emotions will cool off.

If you would send the attached informal memos to
Norris and Rankin, I think they will do the trick. Or in
the alternative if you could have someone they trust talk

’9 4rR

James Rowe, Jr.

to them, this would help,




~ 'D: J. B,
{ To complete your fille, ask
Kltty for coples of the memoranda

referred to, which I mailed out.




February 12, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. JOHN RANKIN

You and I are both disturbed about this
controversy that 1s going on concerning REA. Seo
far as I can discover there 1s much heat and
little, if any, development of the actual facts,
I have an idea which I want you and Georpge Norris
to know about before the actual work begins, It

is slmply thiss

Since the argument s=ems to be hetween Agri-
culture and REA I believe an independent agency
should make the study. So I have asked Harold
Smith, Director of the Budget Bureau,.to put one
or two of his government ada!nistration experts
to work. From their work we can get some idea
of the real merites.

This ls agreeable to dlckard and Slattery.
At the same time I have told Jack Blandford, the
Assistant Budget Director, to keep his sye on this
work. You know Blandford; he went through the
TVA battles and so far as publlic power is concemed
!s heart 1s in the right place, In the fleld of
public power that is the prime preregulsite.

F. D. R




February 12, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. GEORGE NORRIS

I have been dlsturbed for some time, as T
know you have, by certain rumors about the function-
‘ng of REA. I have no opinlon on the merits of
the controversy but I do think you and 1 should
make an effort to find out what this is all about.
Since the argument seems to be between Agriculture
and-REA T believe an independent agency should loock
the whole situation over. I have asked Harold
Smith to delegate some of his government adminis-
tration experts to get 2L the root ol thl!s problem,
This 's perfectly agreeable to Claude Wickard and
Harry Slattery.

We both know that many of the enemiees of public
power are well within our own gates, For that
reason I have asked Jack Blandford, Assistant
Director of the Budget, to supervise this particu-
lar study. Blandford got hls knowledge of 4he
public power fight the hard way s'‘nce he wis one
of our shock troops all through the TVi fight, I
know we can trust him.

I wanted you to know of my plan before any
actual work was begun on it.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 15, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. JAMES ROWE

~ ¥Will you check this with
Tommy OCoroorany

Enoclosurse

Memo for the President from Jim Rowe
2/14/41 re SEC chalrmanship. Says Ben
Cohen would be the unanimous cholce of
the Commissioners and entire staff.
Head and shoulders above everyone else.
If this 18 not possible, Frank suggests
Ed Eicher be made chalrman and Ganson
Purcell be named to fill vacancy, ete.
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THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTON

February 18, 1941

Memorandum For Graece Tully.

REA

Here is a draft of a letter for the
President's signature to Congressman John
Rankin about REA,

1l learned by accident that Rankin is
coming in tomorrow to see the President —-
undoubtedly on HREA.

If Rankin can get this letter tomorrow
morning before he sees the President, it may
save the President a fruitless argument,
because the President will already have said
"I].G"p

) 4

James Rowe, Jr.




il

February 18, 1941

Dear John:

Thank you for your letter of F-hﬁm fourteenth
replying to my memorsndum of February twelfth concerning
the Fural Electedfication .iduin’strat:va,

I am afrald I smust strenucusly disagree w'th your
suggestion that REA once again be made an independent
agency. The growing complexities of our wovernment make,
if I may speak objectively, the task oi conscientious
President almost impossible unless tae edmin!strative
pattern of that government be lmproved. My predecessors
in office, &as well as the leading authorities on political
sclence, have recognized that fact and from 1t came the
necessity for the feorganization Act. Under Lhat act I
transferred KEA to Agriculture Just as countless other in-
dependent agencies were sh: fted to other departmenta as
part of a coherant scheme of reorganizatica.

I am constantly aware of the complalnts of the
heads of existing agencies that they are unable to bring
certaln problems which must have the attention of the Presie
dent to him, that they cannot get an adeyuate hearing and
that their problems have no place at the cabinet table. I
have recognised the justice of this complaint but I can
find no solution except tha consolidation of these agencies
80 that I can give fewer men more time. T me unfortunately
1s not elastic; there are only twenty-four hours.

Lf your suggestion were followed, immediately
pressure would be brought by every other bureau to achleve
the same independent status, If that were to happen, I
would have to ask for a constitutional amendment to provide
for three Presidents acting eimultanecusly; and then I
would need a coordinator for the three Presidentsi -




I am still of the opinion the best approach to the REA
problem 1s tha unblased study by the Budget Dureau, T think
you know how Are my convictions

on the power issue and T
think you also know I will net pemait the destruction of nEy,

Very s neeraly yours,

F. D. R.

Honorable Joun F, Rankin .
Houge of Representat:ves JHR:G
Washington, D, Q.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 15, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. JAMES ROWE

Will you prepare a reply to
Congreesman Rankin and call his
attention to the faét that this
independent agency business 1s
phyelcally impossible for any
President and that if we have any
more independent agencles we would
have to have three simultaneous

Presidents.

F. D. R.

Enclosure
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BOVENTY-SCXTH Comsnzss UL ICAME
e — A ETHTH HOURSE ROSERS, A,
JOHN E. RANKIN G Gt
CHAIRMAN AASES £, VAM TAMOT, PA.
CHARLES L. SERLACH, FA.
SO . ALEDCANTER, I
FMouse of Representatives . &, by rayndad
COMMITTEE ON
WORLD WAR VETERANS' LEGISLATION
Washington, B. €,
February 14, 1941
Personal and -
Confidential

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. President:

I received your memorandum concerning the REA, and
had a conference with Senator Norris and Vice-President Wallace.

Senator Norris and I are both strongly of the opinion,
and I believe Vice-President Wallace agrees with us, that the
REA ought to be changed back to the position of an independent
agency. Frankly, I believe that is the only real solution of
the present trouble. Slattery and Craig have performed wonder-
ful services, and we have been unable to find anything wrong;
but these incoherent rumors and whispering attacks will prob-
ably continue until the REA is made an independent agency, ——
or until it is destroyed.

The REA has done the greatest job of any agency of
this government, outside of the TA. It is the most popular
with the farmers of the country, — and Justly so.

Secretary Wickard is doing his best. But he has his
hands full with other matters, and, in my opinion, he ought
not to be burdened with this further responsibility.

If you would 1like to discuss this matter with us,
Senator Norris and I will be glad to come down and see you.
But we believe that the whole matter can be straightened out
by changing the REA back to the status of an independent

agency.

JER:R
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 15, 1041

NEMORANDUM FOR
HON. JAMES ROWE

Will you prepare a reply to
Congressman Rankin and call his
attention to the faot that this
independent agenoy business is

physioally impossible for any
President and that if we have any
more independent agencies we would
have to have three simultaneous
Presidents.

F. D. R.

Enclosure

Let to the President from Congr. J. E.
Rankin re conference with Sen. lNorris
and the Vice President re REA. Says
they all believe REA should be returned




to its. 1ndup&ndant "atatus.
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WASHINGTON

February 24, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

' I do not think any of these men are
competent to run the Census Bureau. I
talked to Lubin this morning, who coes not
want the job, and he agrees to recommend
two or three men ToOmoOrTow, all of whom will
be Democrats and friendly to the New Deal
and competent professionally.

As soon 4s you approve one OT two
names, I will undertuke to get them
cleared through appropriate political
channels, including Flynn.

/%’/5 “Reron el
THE WHITE HOUSE -S:‘bé"
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1941

Memorendum For The President.

Census Bureau

The specifications for the new Director of the Census Bureau are already
drawn. Unfortunately they are mutually contradictory. The politicians,
including Ed Flynn and the Senators and Congressmen, want a politieian, The
scientists want a man with imagination and vigor who will bring the Census
Bureau out of the complete disrepute it has been in ell during this Admin-
istration.

The functions of the Director of the Census are three: (a) technical
competence; (b) administrative ability; (c) capacity of contact, particularly
with the Congress. :

J. C. Cept - He is the man Harry Hopkins is to speak to you about.
Herry brought him over when he was Secretary of Commerce to handle the
politicel patronage. Capt did a splendid job and for thst reason the
Senators and Congressmen ere all for him. He will probably be Ed Flynn's
candidete., He is intelligent and capable. Unfortunately he has no pro-
fessional background or stending in the profession. He has absolutely no
statistical background. He has worked in various New Deal agencies.

Virgil Reed - He is the present Assistant Director; actuslly he has run
the Census for yeers because Austin was a sick man. Reed it a reactionary
Republican end is the worst type of bureaucratic politicien, with an immense
capecity for intrigue. Not only does he play Republican politics, but he is
regerded as very mediocre by the profession. He is around drumming up support
for his candidacy and may be Jesse Jones' candidate. Nis appointment would
be a colossel misteke on both political and professional grounds.

Professor Frederick Stephan — He is regarded as professionally the best
qualified men. He is now teaching at Cornell and was cecretary of the
Americen Statistical Association.

Halbert Dunn - I have given you & memorandum on him. The other men
alreedy in the Census do not seem to be as good &s Dunn. Unfortunately he
has a Republicen background.

There are other men such as Mordecai Ezekiel, Isadore Lubin, Professor
Notestine of Princeton, etc., all of whom wight receive consideration but
ell of whom have various defects - e.g, Ezekiel's inebility to get along
with Congress, and Notestine's reputation as a birth control advocate.

‘.D'Ap

James Rowe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Confidentizl WASHINGTON
e Februrry 26, 1941

_'.1/1{emcrandum t'or The President:
i ¥

lleyne Coy

For your confidential information, there are
distinet possibilities of & blow-up between Governor
MeNutt and Weyne Coy. Coy is very enxious to get out
of the Yederal Security Agency and into some other
Government field.

I think there is some resentment on the Governor's
pert thet Coy seems to be closer to Administrution
people than he is; also, I understend MeNutt still
believes he would be Vice-President today if Coy had
not persuaded him to "go along" with you on Wallece.
Thetever the merits, Coy wents to get out, and if
he cennot zet another position with the Administre—
tion he will leave the Government. As you know, he
is one of the three or four top administrators in
the whole Administration.

ok

Jemes Rowe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE w
WASHINGTON
February 28, 1941

\!

Memorandum For The President.

u Wakefield

You told me to check Wakefield, whom you have decided
to appoint to the Communications Commission, with Ed
Flynn and that if it is 0.K. you would send his name to
the Senate this week.

I talked to Ed in the West this morning and he says
it would be a fine appointment. Since it is a Republican
vacancy and since Flynn has a Democratic problem going on
right now, he asks that the nomination be held until

Tuesday.

General Watson tells me Mclary has no objections, but
that Steve may have.

I have also made a separate check and it comes back
in every case as excellent. Wakefield seems to be a very
capable public servant.

He has of course no experience in radio which, consider-
ing the present conditions of the Communications Commission,
would seem to be a virtue. Just as Hopson would be a poor
SEC regulator of utilities, it would be just as absurd to
have a man from the radio networks regulate radio., Besides
the radio people have one representative, Commissioner
Craven, already., He is entirely too close to the radio
chains and in fact some outside lawyers have told me their
lawyers write his opinions. I do not know the accuracy
of this, but I do know that for an engineer he certainly
writes legal opinions that are excellent in form.

In the meanwhile, Larry Fly says he needs help and

needs it "pad". Q
9 [4

James Howe, Jr.




NEMORANDUM FOR
HON. JESSE JONES

I have Just got the following memo-
randum from & very good friend of yours

and mine!
"Topmer Congressman Luce

*I quote from the present issue of
Newswseki 'Ex-Representative Robert Luaoe,
veteran Massachusetts Republican defeated
last fall, has been given a minor RAFO Job.
Though bitterly anti-New Deal, he used
to speak favorably of the R. F. 0.'

*I do not know whether this 1s acou-
rate, but I :E‘:nu- r::hhnl: :;:::;214 -.n
worse enemy was o s. He
had a perfeot record of opposition. In
the meanvhile, your New Deal supporters
are unable to get Jobs.

"I have aleso been t0ld reliably that
during the oampaign the RFC hired at
least one attorney who was at that time
wvearing a Willkie button while applying
for the Job."*

What about 1it?




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
February 27, 1941

—

Memorandum For The President:

Former Congressman Luce

I quote from the present issue of
Newsweek: "Ex-Representative Robert Luce, veteran
Massachusetts Republican defeated last fall, has
been given a minor RFC job. Though bitterly anti-
New D:cal, he used to speak favorably of the RFC".

I do not know whether this is accurate,
but I do know you have never had a worse enemy
than was Luce in Congress. He had a perfect
record of opposition.® In the meanwhile, your
New Deal supporters are unable to get jobs.

I have also been told reliably that
during the campaign the RFC hired at least one
attorney who was at that time wearing & Willkie
button while applying for the job.

}?H.Q

James Rowe, Jr.
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For The President M
Your house guest, Alexander Wodlllcott, is

writing a book on Holmes. Could you not
suggest he contribute toward his up-keep by
preparing a draft for you, to be checked
for accuracy and form by FF?

J. H. E.

PSF-'&W{’,

March 1, 1941

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Memorandum For The President,

Mr. Justice Holmes

Next Saturday, March eighth, will be the
centenary of the birth of Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes, undoubtedly this country's greategt
Judge since Marshall and probebly inecluding him.

1 believe the Supreme Court will make a
statement on that day.

Mr. Justice Frankfurter asked me to ask
you if it would be possible for you personally
to put a wreath on the Justice's grave in
Arlington.

L

If you are planning to be away, perhaps
you could issue a statement, '

As you of course know, Justice Holmes was
your kind of judge. He was much greater as an
American citizen than he was even as & Jjudge.
His entire life was devoted to the service of
his country and, particularly in these times,
his record as a soldier for four years in the
Civil War (at a time when the "best families"
of the North hired substitutes for their sons)
is peculiarly appropriate.

4k

James Rowe, Jr.




* Bupreme Court of tye Hnited Shrtes

Washington, B, ¢.
CHAMBERS OF
JUSTICE FELIX FRANKFURTER February 14, 1941
Dear Jim:
.ﬂ—-—.

Yes, of course, but have you anything in mind?
I wish you would suggest to the President that he
might wish to go out to Arlington and lay a wreath at
Holmes's grave, and on that day give out a few appro-

priate words. Have you anything else to suggest?

Ever yours,
A e e —

&

“ /s
A{ Z@%
James Rowe, Jr, /‘
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Maroh 1, 1041

EZINORANDUM FOR

THE BECRETARY OF WAR

ul':f UNDER BECRETARY OF WAR

I though$ you would 1ike to resd

the enclosed msmoranium from s man whose
opinion I asked on the Hilitary Train-
ing Camps Association report of January
twenty-fifth, 1941. I thiak shis
should be given real consideration as
representing the opinion of a young
1iberal who is whole-hesarsedly bdehind
our defense efforta.

F. D, R,
Enolosurs
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1..]-} THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

\ March 3, 1941
Memorandum For The President:
SEC

Here is the draft of reply to Cyrus Eaton
about making Ben Cohen a member of the SEC.

I carried your message that you wanted Ed
Eicher to be Chairman of the SEC until Ben's
return from London. Ben, unfortunately, is
very much against the idea of going on the SEC
but it is almost imperative that he go on unless
you want to have eanother moribund Federal Trade
Commission on your hands.

Incidentelly I gave your message to the
four -persons concerned; I don't kmow which one
gave it to every column in town but it has been
in all of them.

There are rumors Leon Henderson will ask
you to meke him Chairman of the SEC upon his
return. In my opinion, Leon would be & poor
Chairmen, Besides the splits already existing
in the Commission, there is profound dissatisfac-
tion with his lack of interest in the SEC and a
gtrong feeling on the part of the other Commis-
sioners he should either resign or give up his

defense work.

James Rowe, Jr.

4__
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E WASHINGTON

March 6, 1941

Memorandum For Miss LeHand.

Marshall Field

On March third I gave the President a memorandum
suggesting that he telephone Marshall Field to ask
him to accept the chairmanship of the new Board of
Investigation and Research, since Field is weskening
and would probably say no.

The President has so far not done so.

Last night 1 heard scme gossip about Field which
may or may not be accurate, but L have asked Wayne
Johnson to check into it which should be done before
the President telephones, if he will anyway. Briefly
the gossip is: Field is under the care of a psycho-
analyst and has been for some time. Field's father
and grandfather both committed suicide (this is true)
and that has a bad effect cn Field's mind.

The other part of the story is that the psycho-
analyst is a Communist or fellow-traveler and is bring-
ing Field around to that point of view. I have reason
to believe this part is nonsense and merely part of
the generzal hysteria which is beginning to sweep the
country on such subjects. Nonetheless it should be
checked.

Will you attach this note to my previous

) &

James Rowe, Jr.

memorandum?
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THE WHITE HOUSE Su/‘.a.bc/“"

WASHINGTON

March 11, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROVE

Will you speak to me

about this at your convenience?

F. D. R.

Memorandum to the President,
dated March 5, 1941, from Jim Rowe,
in re Investigation of Defense".




WASHINGTON

Mareh 18, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIN ROVE

Will you speak %o me
about this before I go away?

. D. R.

Letter from Hon. C. A. Dykstra, The University
of Wisconsin, Madison, 3/7/41 to the President,
in reply to the President's joint memorandum
of March 1, addressed to the Secretary of War,
the Under Secretary of War and Dr. Dykstra,
discussing the program prepared by the Military
Training Camps Association and submitted to the
Secretary of War. Offers to discuss matter
with anyone whom the President may wish to
designate.

r éLT,'m—L'F &Qp’ /CJ..».HLL ‘% 2-/ &/
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 5, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE

TO READ AND RETURN FOR
MY FILES.

F. D. R,




ot

WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

Ha.ruh h, ]-gll-l-

Dear My, President:

Your reference to me of the memorandum of
the pung Liberal on the Military Training Camps Association
stirs up one of the hottest spots I am gitting on at the
present moment. As I have been myself a member of the
Training Camps Association and have been a friend and
witness of Grenny Clark's activities for twenty-five years,
you kmow without my saying so that T am not prejudiced
against his present movement for the institution of such

camps.

But if you have any doubt as to there being
something also to be said on the other side, I could
refer you to another red hot letter that I received at the
very same moment as yours from Dykstra. I won't bother
you with any details except to say I am going to try to
solve the problem with justice to both sides, and there
are two very hot sides with which my own personal
familiarity dates back a quarter of a century.

Faithfully yours,

“Hor, £ Frprie—

Secretary of War.

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Maroh l., 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE

TO READ AND RETURN FOR
MY FILES.

F. D. R.

Letter from the Secretary of War, 3/4/41
to the President, in reference to the
President 's memorandum transmitting an
excerpt of memorandum of the young Liberal
on the Military Training Camps Association.
States he is trying to solve the problem
with justice to both sides.




You asked me %0 on this memorandum
for the =mlu-r of '.;i "mm "Mum M. ning
Camps Assocolation.

In brief the mesorandus recommends that the ¥War
sent shall inetitute this Spring officers' training [
{g 40,000 voluntary ocandidates sarefully seleeted from oivil
| ™

The nesorandum is obviously sensible; so sensidle in
faot that the Ammy will oppose 1t bitterly, as usual.

I.I have H:.I{i one oritisimmi “m:-; is n:l::l t00 much
-Eu s on eational requirements. ocanno ove a
college degree has the slightest relevance to offiocer leader-
mm t in a few Dranches of the Army where an unusual

oal is neocessary, I cannot ses wvhere the
usual oollege esducation has any value whatsosver.

z objeotion S0 the edusational requirement is more
than doubt as %0 i%s value: the pudlioc would certalnly gain

the impression we are planning %0 oreate a "olass® Aray; the
siekening Ehuultr from the tts Camp last year 4id

not help passage of the Ssleotive ¢ Ast. Unfortu-
nately there 1s already too such suspiolon that the Army belongs
to New York scolalites. I need hardly meation that Hitler has

a "merit Army" vhose officers are not confined to the Junker

olass.

¥ith the exoeption of this oritiocism I think the repert
is splendid, The alSernative plan of the Army presludes, al-
most by definition, the selection of good men. It ! a
premium on inferior msn, this for a psoculisr his
reason wvhioch follows! nominally my ration, (25 %o 38
years of age) should furnish the bul of the of
do not think 1t is unfair to say that few of the Dest men in
ay ration will become officers under th Pl
sust not be forgotten, as Archibald Maoleish has sal
that this partioular "fﬂlﬂ‘llﬂ was ralsed in the tradition
of Charles Beard, tiones investigations and the fallure of
the Versailles Treaty. In our forsative years we were paoi-
fists, isolationiste and distrustful of anything military.
This certainly iies %0 the best men in that tion.
Not only the intslleotuals but the Shinking ool R vare
opposed %o the ROTO. This was true;, I Delieve, of the Dest
meR in every ocollege. To use a ocolloquial ssion, oaly
the "drips" or men looking for a snap course bothered to get
a ressrve commission.
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Under the impact of Hitler, we have slovly changed
our minds; we have m-mmm%nnﬂm.
However think few men of -unt; in . tion
falled ‘o this oyole. Yot today same men
are out off from the chance of getting commissions Decause
of the Army's polioy and see that the inoompetents of our
gensration have the commissions. It is emough to make us

0ifists again. I have gensralized froa By own experienge
t I have heard enough oonversation in various parts of the
oountry to know it is true.

Also the ?ﬂ-nu of the good young men in your
Administration with Army officers, inoluding reserves, does
not give us muoh hope. To put it frankly, the offioer

personnel, at least in the filelds vhere we have sesn it, 1»

uagodly incompetant.

The best examples are the officers in the COC. The
CCC soday 1s in terrible shape because the younger offiacers
have beon called to motive duty by the Army. Yet the
general reputation of these men, almost from the ingeption
of CCC, has been that they are a lﬂilf of incompetents vho
could not be succsssful at anything slse and were content
to dry rot in a CCC Camp.

Perhaps that was not so important; but to those of
us wvho may some have to fight under such incompetent
offiocers, it 1is tfully important today.

The Army, as I have sald, will undoubtedly oppose
this sensible ﬂn but I -m-.ir recommend they be over-
ruled. Hitler shook up his Army; Prance didn't bether.

I would aleo 'zut asking for recommendations froa
the Osborn Committes the Army Morale Committee.




Missy:
The President asked me to give him

a report on this before he saw Grenville
Clark. I understand Clark ls in Washington

and may see him touurrun.ls?tlj;zh

J. H. R.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON Fabmry 27, 1941

Memorandym For The Presidemt, =

— -

- —_— o —
- Officer Personnel
fou asked me to give you my opinicns on this memorandum for the Secretary
of War prepared by the Military Training Camps Association,

In brief the memorandum recommends that the War Department shall institute
this Spring officers' training schools for 40,000 voluntary candidates carefully
galected from civil life.

The memorandum is obviously sensible; so sensible in fact that the Army
will oppose it bitterly, as usual.

I have only one criticism: there is entirely too much emphasis on educa-
ticnal requirements. 1 cennot believe a college degres has the slightest
relevance to officer leadership; except in a few branches of the Army where an
unusual technieal background is necessary, . cannot see where the usual college
education has any value whatsoever.

My objection to the educational requirement i1s more than doubt as to its
value: the public would certainly gain the impression we are planning to
create & "class" Army; the sickening publicity from the Plattsburg Camp last
year did not help the passage of the Selective Service Act, Unfortunately
there is already too much suspicion that the Army belongs to New York
gocialites, 1 need hardly mention that Hitler has a "merit Army" whose '
officers are not confined to the Junker class.

With the exception of this eriticism I think the report is splendid. The
alternative plan of the Armmy precludes, almost by definition, the selsction
of good men. It places a premium on inferior men, this for a peculiar his-
torical reason which follows: nominally my generation, (25 to 35 years of age)
should furnish the bulk of the officers. 1 do not think it is unfair to say
that few of the best men in my generaticn will become officers under the Army
plan. It must not be forgotten, as Archibald Macleish has said so well, that
this particular generation was raiged in the tradition of Charles Beard,
mmitions investigations and the failure of the Versailles Treaty. In our
formative years we were pacifists, isolationists and distrustful of anything
military. This certainly applies to the best men in that generation. HNot

nly the intellectuals but the thinking college men were opposed to the ROTC.
When | was an editor of the Harvard Crimson, it spent most of its time trying
to get rid of RDTG_.:] This was true, | believe, of the best men in every
college. To use a colloguial expression, only the "drips" or men looking
for a snap course bothered to get & reserve commission.

Under the impact of Hitler, we have slowly changed our minds; we have
understood how and why we were wrong. However, I think few men of ability in
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this generation failed to go through this cycle. Yet today the same men are
cut off from the chance of getting commissions because of the Ammy's policy
and see that the incompetents of our generation have the commissions. It is
enough to make us pacifists again. 1 have generalized from my own experience
but L have heard enough conversation in various parts of the country to know
it is true.

Also the experience of the good young men in your Administration with Army
officers, including reserves, does not give us much hope. To put it frankly,
the officer personnel, at least in the fields where we have seen it, is ungodly
incompetent.

The best examples are the officers in the CCC. The CCC today is in terrible
shape because the younger officers have been called to active duty by the Army,
Yet the general reputation of these men, almost from the inception of CCC, has
been that they are a group of incompetents who could not be successful at any-
thing else and were content to dry rot in a CCC Camp.

Perhaps that was not so important; but to those of us who may some day have
to fight under such incompetent officers, it is frightfully important today.

The Army, as L have said, will undecubtedly oppose this sensible idea but I
strongly recommend they be overruled. Hitler shook up his Army; Prance didd't
pother.

1 would also suggest asking for recommendations from the Osborn Committee
and the Army Morale Committee,
e == -"'"L-‘_-L"""-n.-..__... e e e e —iide

James Rowe, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUSE &U)Qah*a

Confidential WASHINGTON

iﬂ March 12, 1941

\fﬁ}JxHEmnrandum For The President:

Price Division

For your information:

An Executive Order is now being prepared by
Budget setting up a Price Division. The conflict-
ing philosophies of the Henderson group and the
Biggers group will meet head-on and it will be
a serious fight which must eventually be resolved

by you.

I thought you should be warned about it
because both sides will try to get commitments
from you before you have heard the other side.

EZHQ

s Rowe, Jr.
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American Export Line Folder - Vrawer 3-41
for memo from Rowe to FDR 3/1/L1 re fact that the
House Committee rejected the subsidy included in the
Post Orfice appropriations bill for the american
Export airlines

Sent by FDR to Sherman Minton "Will you handle this
quick" - no date. Returmed 3/13/41 by Kinton's 5eCY.
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THE WHITE HOUSE —__
WASHINGTON

March 14, 1941

Memorandum For The President,

Fd Warner

Averell Harriman asked that Ed Warner of the CAB
accompany him to London as an aercnautics adviser to
which you and the CAB agreed. A legal problem has
arisen which can be solved by your sending the attached
letter to Harllee Branch if you wish to,

Under the Aeronautics Act no member of the Eoard is
allowed to engage in any other business or employment.,
1t is rather unusual to have this explicitly stated in
a specific statute. The General Counsel of the Board
says this means Warner cannot be lent to Harriman.

1f, however, he goes to London at your request "on
behalf of the Board", everything is all right,

Of course the experience he will get in London will
be invaluable to the Board in terms of such questions as
priorities for commercial airlines, the British way of
handling its foreign airlines, up-to-date technical information,
etc, all of which the Board is vitally interested in.

1t is a little bit "phoney" but not too much so. If
you do not sign it, Warmer would have to resign from the
Board and there would be pressure on you to fill the va-
cancy, etc.

The only question that would arise would be from the
General Accounting Office. If they overruled you (which
is possiblel) Warner could then resign if he would do 50,

ﬁ ﬂ
&11

es Rowe, Jr.
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3/17/41
MEMO FOR CONFIDENTIAL FILES

Memo from Jim Rowe to FDR 3/12/41 re William L. Batt, Jr.
and FBI investigation of the SKF Company, of which Batt

1s President, which shows SKF is owned by s Bwedish concern
really controlled by the Germans returned to J. H. R. with
notation "J. H. R. Yes, good idea. F. D. R." (pencilled)

- reference Rowe's sug. that Anti-Trust look into the
matter on anti-truet grounds, keeping the White House out
ol LG,

Also returning papers attached from J. Edgar Hoover and
8ldney Sherwood concerning above.
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THE WHITE HOUSE _i)/qres&\‘)‘_)

WASHINGTON

m 1" I.ui

MEMORARDUM FOR
JIN ROWE

I am $old that Wright
of the Vosational Training i
no good, He has spent #75,000
to train 24,000 people, Will
you check on him while I am
away and let me have a report
on my Hiﬁt

F. D. R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
March 28, 1941

Memorandum For The President:

flashington Jackson Day Dinner

As you have probebly heard, the Washington
dimnmer was cancelled despite your rediogram, and
& word of explanation is necessary.

Reynolds asked thut I radio you, and then,
like Pontius Pilate, he waited not for an answer.
I read him your caﬁie at six, when it was received,
eand he told me he had already cancelled the dinner.
He claims he thought we had agreed that if he did
not hear from you by five o'clock the cancellation
would be all right, but I explained that since
I telked to him at four o'clock it was impossible
to receive an answer in that short time.

Reynolds asked me to tell you he felt very
badly about it, but I think no harm has been done.
The Committee had collected all the money it could
eand the only way it could get the extra $40,000
was to have you appear personally.

Reynolds seys it will probably be unnecessary
ever to hold the dimner, and since the Committee
was collecting contributions rather than ing a
dinner there could be no protest.

/ Yol

James Rowe, Jr,
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v THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Memorandum For The President.

Marshall Field

You sent me a letter to Mrs. Koosevelt
from Clarence Pickett suggesting Marshall Field
as Assistant Admin . strator of thne Federal
Security Agency replacing Wayne Coy, with a
covering memorandum from you "Will you spesk to
me about this? What do you think? F.D.H." Coy's
Job has already been filled by McNutt with an
American Legion man, and has been approved by
you. [ think Marshall Field would have been a
good man for this job, but it is now too late,

Field .s very anxious to get into the Defense
picture and perhaps he can be used in eivillan
defense after you have picked your top man. For
reascns L have indicated previously, . am not
too confident of Fleld's stability.

JZHR

s Howe, Jr,
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A8 one Harvard men to ancther
1 regret to say that you must now pay

the piper,
J.H.R,
B
FOR J. H. A.

In sixteen thirty-six, we know,

= Or Just three hundred ysars ago -
Fair Harvard opened wide her doors
To Indians and Blackamoors.

The Blackamoors are weloome still
The Indians are on the Hill --

In Benate and in House

But not,

In our 014 Harvard Yard, thank Gots!

F. D. R.
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In sixteen thirty-six, we know,

= Or just three hundred years ago -
Fair Harvard opened wide her doors
To Juniors, Frosh and Sophomores.
Her graduates have graced all walks
Of Life, from day when tomahawks
Of Indians caused the early whites
To suffer many suddea frights,
First oollege in our U. S. A,

It antedates, so hist'ries say,

By almost fifty-seven years

The second one which then appears,
- Good William-Mary, Bouthland's pride,
And then the gap 1s not so wide,
Until we see & third one, Tale,
And 80 it seems we should not fail
To honor Harvard's early birth,
Attesting to her sterling worth

By joining,in a modest vay,

In celebration of the day.

No precedent is set thereby

For younger ones to question why
They should not have an equal share
Of public funds - for we're awars
The next request can't properly

Be made till nineteen ninety-three.

To Harvard's most distinguished son,
This Harvard bill I send, and say,
That Budget Dan thinks it is one,
He would not dere deny O K.
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THE WHITE HOUSE S,MM
WASBHINGTON
April 12, 1941 \ﬂ"- _.&(

Memorandum For Mrs, Hoosevelt,

Progress is slow and, now that
Wayne Coy has left, I am not too hopeful.

We will make real progress when
and if the President's reorganization

powers are extended.
ff{\!"/;)

James Rowe, Jr.
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March 22, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROWE

Rather sadl Are we making
progress in the whole situation?

E.R.
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Memorandum For Mrs. Roosevelt:
|
: For your information.
I
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| ames Rowe, Jr.
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April 8, 1941

Memorandum For Mr., Forster.

Here is the Ramspeck Order. [ do not think
it is necessary to bother the President by
seeing him about it, but if he thinks so will
you tell him [ have a working agreement with
Mcileynolds that both of us talk to him at the
same time? We are mutually,albeit amiably,
distrustful of one another on this subject.

gk

James Rowe, Jr.

e e
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON

Mareh 19, 1941

MEMORANIUM FOR MR. JAMES H. ROWE
Administrative Assistent to the President

Dear Mr. Rowe:

This 18 to bring up to date our part of the story of the
Sharon CCC camp.

After Mr. McEntde removed the camp from our jurisdictiom
we were in touch with Professor Huessy and several of the enrollees
at the camp. We urged that the boys stay in the camp and await
development. Nat Sege eand Dorothy Thompson visited the camp, and
both urged the boye to remain at least until March 10 when the
Advisory Committee was to meet.

When the Committee met we found that all but six of the
boys had teken honorable diacharges and were no longer in the camp.
Some thirty of them moved into an abendoned farm house near Tunbridge,
Vermont, and are living on private funds plus some assistance from

the surrounding community.

In the meantime, Frank Davidson had been in Washington and
we had begun arrangements to employ the original Tunbridge group
of twelve boys on & part time basis at $30 a month in the Farm
Security Administration in order that they could stay in the area
a few montha more in case of a change in the CCC picture. The ideas
of this group, and more especially their enthusiasm, shouldn't be
wasted, and we would of course do whatever we could Departmentelly
to hold them together. Farm Security is not able to take care of
more than twelve, however, and we learned from the Professor that
they were plenning to use the $360 a month the twelve would receive
as & common fund on which thirty or more boys would live in the
abandoned farm house.

It is obvious to us that if this arrangement were carried ~
out we would have en implied moral responsibility for the welfare
of the whole group, and without medicel care, adequate housing
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Tacilities, and possibly without adequate food, they will be creating
an impossible situation. If one of them became seriously ill or suf-
fered a fatal accident we would never live it dowm. Therefore we
advised Professor Huessy that employment of the twelve boye was con=-
tingent on the dispersal of the rest of the group; that we would not
take on any responsibility we couldn't carry through. 8o far as I
know there have been no further developments. The group has organ-
ized a non-profit corporation called Camp and Council, Ine., to carry
on their work. We discussed the possibility of abandoning the Sharon
CCC camp site and turning it over to the State of Vermont, and the
State would permit the boys to use the facilities at the camp with
such private financing as they could obtain. Professor Buessy ad-
vised us that the boys are not interested in going back to the Sharon
camp site at all; that they prefer to live in "freedom and happiness™
in their abandoned farm house.

Despite all this, I hope sometime we'll have & chence--in &
reasonably cooperative situation--to put their zeal to work for so-
ciety. If you think of anything we can do, we will be glad to know
it.

Sincerely,

by S W Z !

Ralph W. Olmstead
Assistant to the Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON  april 14, 1941

B\ 3  PSF; Rewe ol

emorandum For The President.

Lyndon Johnson

I gave you a memorandum on Lyndon Johnson running
for the Senate and you told me to speak to you about
it on Friday, but you were too busy. The two leading
newspaper chains in Texas have come out for Lyndon,
but he has returned to Washington and has practically
decided not to make the race. He feels no great enthu-
siasm has been shown by you and is quite comfortable
in the House where he already has great power. There
is also keen resentment that J Jones has been con-
sulted because the Texas Libefgfgﬂﬁﬁaﬁ_ﬁbssa has always
fought you and them under cover in lexas whenever he
had a chance,

The latest candidate is the State Attorney General
who was put in office by the public utilities.

This Texas Liberal group has the newspapers and
some money. They also have political sense enough nctl
to commit a fiaseco such as the Georgia amateurs did.
Johnson doesn't want the ery of dictatorship raised
anymore than would you. But Johnson and Wirtz feel
they have earned their spurs oy the licking they gave
the Garner-Jones crowd in the pre-convention fight.

Maybe they won't win (although they think they can)
but they feel neither the Administration nor Johnson
has anything to lose.

What Lyndon really needs is a show of interest by
ou. I think you ought to call him to the White House
jand talk to him, if you are interested,

{

/R

“y James Rowe, Jr.




/ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
April 11, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR

JIM ROWE

Will you speak to me
about this today?




. M

N Yo MG O

'LH'E i‘h‘."i

e HOnag

THE WHITE HOUSE April 10, 1941

WASHINGTON

Memorandum For The President.

Texas
Lyndon Johnson will run for the Senate if the Admini stra-

t.on helps him.
1l assume the strategy will be left up to Johnson so that

the mistakes of the 1938 "purge" will not be repeated.

The question arises whether Johnson can be elected. I

think that should be left up to him. The alternatives — Dies
or O'Daniel, probably Dies —— are too frightful for contempla-

tion. A "compromise candidate" selected by Jesse Jones or
Connally would probably be as good a New Dealer as John Garner,
or to be blunt, as Jesse Jones. 1 think you know how Jones
has fought you under cover in Texas, at Chicago and elsewhere.
To consult Jones and Connally is to get another typical
Southern Senator who is against us four-fifths of the time.
To consult Jones is an affront to Sam Rayburn, who has been

To allow Jones

With us considerably more than half the time.
any choice is to make him more powerful on the Hill than he
lready is. I can remember no tough Administration fight

that Jesse Jones has not dodged

1 think you are aware that the New Dealers have been
impatient and unhappy for many months for a number of reasons.
If only for the sake of morale, this is the time to give them
8 leg-up. I recognize that of necessity you cannot be, and
are not, particularly interested in partisan politics at this
time. In such case, all that is necessary would be to indicate
privately Lyndon should be the Administration candidate.,

You may naturally suspect he cannot make ity but 1 think
his record in handling the Texas delegation to the Convention,
when all the Texas leaders were frightened rabbits, is proof
of what he can do. Newspapers all over Texas are already start-
ing a campaign for him. It seems to be either Johnson on the
one hand or Dies, O'Daniel, the candidate of Jesse Jones and

I can see no difference in the last

-

Connally, on the other.
named persons, s0 far as a liberal party goes.
Jgg

es Rowe, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUuSE
WASHINGTON April 15, 1941

Memorandum For The President.
Spe é?ui.!s‘{

You gave me two memoranda concern'ng the SEC, reading:

(1) "Wirtz - SEC Chairman or administrative assistant in charga,pf’ﬁggér -
but really as a hatchet man. What do you think? F.D.R."

(2) "Governor Murphy of New Hampshire - SEC in Healy's place in May. Healy
is from Vermont. What do you think?"

S.nce then, Jerome Frank has told me of his conversation with you.

As L have said before, the SEC is at the crossroads. Your next appcintments
will make it either a great Commission or another Federal Trade Uﬁmm Lgsion. I
the appointments are poor, it will deteriorate almost immediately “because the
staff, which is extremely self-critical and sensitive will start a mass exodus
from Washington. 1 think there is little guestion in the minds of informed
persons that the SEC is the most competent agency in the government.

(1) I understand you intend to nominate Ben Cohen. This is the one single
thing which can do more for the SEC than anything else. He has the whole-hearted
respect of the staff more than any other previous or present Commissioner. He
knows the utilities problem. Jerome Frank, Ed Eicher and the others are deluding
themselves and you when they say they have "broken the back" of the utilities
problem. They haven't even really begun after six years and their staff knows it

well.

(2) Henderson. 1 attach a memorandum to you from Chairman Eicher asking
that Henderson res.gn from the SEC and be paid out of Defense funds for his new
job. For the past year Henderson has naturally been able to do no SEC work. With
Frank gone and Cohen in London, the SEC is paralyzed because if two members are
absent it cannot act., Henderson is always absent. No other Commissioner can take
a vacation, make public speeches necessary for public relations or leave town.
When Ed Eicher handles the new amendments on the Hill, the Commission will be

paralyzed completely.

This s.tuation makes the Commissioners unhappy and the staff grumbles because
it can get no work through the Commission. | think you should ask Leon to resign.

That leaves you with another vacancy. For the morale of the staff, it is
about time to promote one of the division directors to Cormissioner. in the first
place, members of the staff are far more competent than anyone you can get else-
where in the government or outside. In the second place, as I have said, staffl
morale needs it. These men have all gone as far as they can unless you promote
them to Commissioner. 1 am sure all of them can make twice as much money outside
the govermment as in; they have families and several of them have told me privately
they see no future zhead and are forced to get out. This is the age-old problem
of government, but a promotion or two now would put off the evil day for a number
of years. There are several good candidates:




S

(1) Ganson Purcell. He is probably first choice of all persons informed
about the SEC. Jerome Frank and Bill Douglas both want him. Corcoran and Cohen
prefer him to anyone else in the SEC, He is the most popular man with the staff,

Before Sumner Pike was appointed, you decided to appoint Purcell as a career
man but he had registered and voted as a Demoerat and that was a Republican
vacancy. For several years Purcell was a draftsman with the Senate Drafting
OUffice on the Hill and is well acquainted there. He has been endorsed this time
by Senator Mead and Pat Boland. He is now Director of the Trading and Exchange
Divislon, which regulates Wall Street and would be invalusble handling the amend-
ments to the SEC legislation which Ls the coming big [ight except for utilities.-
He is a resident of New York. Ile is a New Dealer but has not antagonized Wall
Street. In fact L think Wall Street would be glad to have him instead of an in-
experienced man because he lnows their problems.

I personally think Purcell would pe the best appointment you could make to
replace Henderson.

(2) Ed Burke - a former Cotton, Franklin lawyer, came to #ashington in the
Hoover days with Tom Corcoran and worked in the hFC, PWA and finally the SEC. He
has done a great deal of drafting and is an unusally competent man., He does not
have the personality or popularity that Purcell has, but he is extremely well
liked. He is a resident of New York and is endorsed by Senator lagner and Mary
Norton (whose niece he married).

(3) Bob O'Srien. He is a resident of Montana and is an unusually able
lawyer. He has practiced corporation law in Chiecago and has been assistant
director of three different divisions in the SEC. He is now assistant director
of the Utilities Division and is a really great driving force behind the enforce-
ment of the Holding Company Act, the [irst real enforcement of that Act we have
ever had. He has no more connection with Bert Wheeler than do I, and both of us
are thinking of changing our voting residence. -

Frank tells me he talked over these three men with you and suegested that
Purcell replace Henderson anygl O'Srien replace E.cher, Lf and when he gets his
Jjudgeship.

Such a Commission would zive geographic balance -- one from aine, one from
Vemiont, two from New York (unless Cohen can qualify from indizna) and one from
Montana. [t would certainly be the strongest and best balunced Commission you
have ever had. There is not a Johnnie Hanes in the lot.

Specifically as to your two memoranda:

(1) I personally am a great admirer of Wirtz. L am sure he would not accept
a position on the SEC unless he were made Chairman. There could be no greater
Cha' mman than Ben Cohen. /nywsy, . understand Vi.rtz is goinsg back to Texas
mostly because he has nothing to do here and wants to resume leadership of the
Liberal movement in Texas. I wo not think he Ls guarreling with Lckes. Wirtz
has nerve and is tough. He .s not sufficiently technically competent for Chairman
of the G5EC and techn.cul competence above all else is nacessary now., [ think
lie would be an excellent administrat ve assistant operat nz as a "halchet man"
part cularly if you give the new Judgeship to Shermun Minton. in my opinion nothing
L8 so necessary boday as a4 few good "hatchet men', |




]

(2) Governor Murphy. 1 think [ have expressed myself on Murphy several
times. [ th.nk and everyone else who knows him th'nks this would be a terrible
appointment. He 's not liberal, he is not honest and he would not be loyal. So
far as I know no one wants him except Homer Cummings and, to be blunt, as someone
else said: "Cumm ngs has his judges on the bench; why let him put his men in the
Commissions?"

That leaves the problem of Healy. It ‘s a difficult problem; [ know it from
my own personal bitter experience. The Judge is narrow, stubborn and obstinate;
the stalf spends more time trying to get him to do somethins than the entire rest
of the Comnission. He ‘s exasperating. But he is also liberal and honest; he
is indeed a "sea-green incorruptible". He has had 2 long career of hard tighting
public service, HWhen he was General Counsel of the Federal Trade Comnlssion
he pushed through the utilities investigation when no one else dared to fizht
the utilities except a certain Governor of New York., Tom Corcoran and Sen Cohen
want to see hum goj L think the SEC staft would not be unhappy to see him go.

L think you feel the same way. Jerome Frank would like to see him reappointed.

I think the juestion is very close, and should be decided primarily on the
basis of whom you could get to replace him. Frankly . don't think you ean get as
good a liberal Republican as Healy is despive his faults, In any event, you have
a couple of montias to see what candidates develop.

G

James Howe, Jr.




Memo For The Eraaigm;,

I had another long talk with the Attorney
General who admits Hoover is wrong, says he
deserves a public rebuke and would like to do
it; that it might mean war with Hoover which
I told him was a good thing and he is inclined
to agree but neither of us think you will
agree, so he is going to talk to you first,

J. H. R.

o /‘QS‘F _.a'“z;.u).e. yﬂ-{r_fkﬂ-
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THE WHITE HOUSE S(""-’L‘_‘
wasihavole
April 2, 1941.
MEMORANDUM POR el gy
JIN ROWE

Tou are dead right about the Miss
Perkins, Bod Jackson, Edgar Hoover
"free-for-all®,

s 202 Tt termiap o e

1
rs
reat of the oe will subside,

F. D. R,




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON April 11, 1941

Memorandum For The President,

Miss Perkins, Jackson and Hoover

You told me to tell the Attorney General to back up Miss Perkins in her
complaint about Hoover. .

This may be a tempest in a teapot, but it Ls certainly a tempest! The facts
are simple:

At an Appropriations Committee hearing, Hoover claimed the previous Bridges'
trial was invalid, because Jim Landis did not have the power to administer oaths.
This raises two points:

(1) Legal. The legal point is 100% on the sice of Miss Perkins. There is
absolutely no legal argument the other way and L do not think the Attorney General
or any of his lawyers dare make one. In fact they don't try to. Jim Landis is
furious at Jackson and Hoover,

1’ (2) Hoover. The importance is that the guestion was irrelevant to the
'Fﬂommittee hearing. 1t was a planted cuestion, with a planted answer and Hoover
: did the planting. The Attorney General and the Assistant Attorney (General in
:} charge of the Criminal Division, Wendell Berge, frankly admit they think Hoover
;;did 80.

This is the crux. Can Hoover continually and publicly insult other depart-
ments without a rebuke from the Attorney General? In the present frame of mind
of the Attormey General, he can. He has been doing it to Francis Biddle, in
charge of the Immigration Service, for weeks. If you don't believe it, listen to
or read Walter Winchell, who day after day insults the lmmigration Service with
information which could only come from his good friend Hoover.

Yet the Attorney General lets him run wild and on this meat the mighty Caesar
is feeding very well.

The Attomey General says he should not send the letter prepared by Miss
PerRins to the Committee pecause that will hurt rather than help her. 1 think
that s for Miss Perkins to decide. The Attorney General will say the less said
about the previous Bridges' trial the better. Even if true, the point is that
Miss Perkins did not open up the matter but that Hoover and the Department of
Justice made it a matter of public discussion and Jackson should rectify the in-
Justice he has done.

But he won't. He told me he would have to talk to you about it.

0 +H4¢

James Rowe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE j
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April 23, 1941

Memorandum For The President.

senator Maloney

Maloney may be seeing you about the
Connecticut judgeship. 1 understand he will
recommend Congressman Joseph Smith and that
Justice will probably go along.

1 would like to po.nt out to you that
 Congressman Smith fought the Holding Company
Bill in 1935, that h-s brother now represents
& number of large utility companies and that
Smith has a number of utility tie~ups which
should be checked thoroughly before you asree

to appoint him.

es Rowe, Jr.
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April 23, 1941

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Memorandum For The President.,

Leon Henderson

On April fifteenth | gave you a memorandum dis—
cussing the general problems facing the Securities
and Exchange Commission in terms of future appointments.

There is some urgency about this because of the
status of Leon Henderson. I gLve you a& memorandum
from Ed Eicher asking that Henderson res é&n and be paid
from Defense funds. As you know, Henderson has been
work-ng on Defense lor the past year and has been able
Lo give no time to the SEC. With Jderry Frank now
gone, and Henderson inactive, the Commission is seriously
crippled. This is so, particularly, because Eicher will
spend practically all his time for the next few menths
on the Hill dealing with the SEC amendments. Legally,
therefore, the Commission cannot funct:on during the
day.

L suggest:

(1) You direct me to ask Leon to resign. I have
,1o reason to believe he is not willing to do so.

(2) As soon as this is accomplished, you appoint
at least one person to the SEC, My previous memorandum
(attached) discussed the leading candidates and the
reasons for their appointment. .

Lf none of these candidates are satisfactory, I
could start hunting for others.

‘}uk-

James Howe, Jr.

™




SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

April 14, 1941
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

When Jerry Frank resigns there will be only three
of us active on the Commission. Within a week or two,
when Congressional consideration of amendments to our
Acts begins I shall have to spend practically every
morning on the H11ll, We all love Leon Henderson and
wish he could be working with us, but assume that his
new assigmment definitely forecloses his return to the
Commisslon.

This poses the sheer problem of a working quorum
to meet the minimum legal requirements for transacting
the Commission's business. Although we bellieve 1t to
be without merlt, the suggestion has been seriously
advanced that a declsion joined in by less than a
majorlty of the statutory membership might not be
valid., Furthermore, 1n several of our pending Integra-
tion proceedings, highly technical positions are belng
maintained by counsel and decisions by a bare quorum
are very apt to be received critically by respondents
and the publie.

This memo, therefore, is to suggest that unless
there should be compelling reasons to the contrary, of
which I am unaware, the places of both Jerry and Leon
be filled as expeditiously as possible.

Mot Lo

" Edwerd C, Elcher




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 17, 1941

MFMORANDUM FOR
HON. JOHN CARMODY

I know nothing of the merits of the recent
newspaper controversy concerning certain bids for
asphalt let for the paving of a runway on some
airport in Florida. I understand, however, that
the two agencies concerned are WPA and the Procure-
ment Division, both of which are under your
direction.

I have even heard it stated that these -
agencies plan to make it difficult for the Georgla
contractor who after much protest secured one con-
tract, because he "kicked up a stir" in the news-
papers. As I say, this may be just gossip. In
these particular days, I have, as you know, too
many problems to devote myself to the problem of an
asphalt bid. However, there may be something to all
this conversation. I wish you would lock into the
matter, to make sure there is no "whitewash" of any
one concerned.

I will,of course, rely upon your diseretion
to take whatever measures are necessary. I need
hardly point out the bad effect on public confidence
in our defense program if this sort of thing is true.
I need hardly add I have no idea whether it is true
or not.

F. D. R.
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WASHINGTON
Memorandum For The President,
I'vydings

I dislike bothering you about patronage matters these days but in this
particular case I rise above principle,

I understand you and Bob Jackson talked about Tydings' insistence that
he be given two Assistant District Attorneys in Maryland, and agreed that
Justice woula have to go along with Tydings.

I believe this particular case goes beyond minor patronage. More than
a year ago you promised Congressman D'Alesandro two Assistant District Attor-
neys in Baltimore which he has been unable to get. Since this is ordinarily
Senatorial patronage, I do not think he will ever get them but Tydings should
not.

Tydings has boasted he can get &1l the patronage he wants and oppose the
Administration whenever he wants. There is nothing to be gained from trying
to appease Tydings, as the long history of past years proves.

Primarily responsible for this situation, and for other similar situa-
tions, is the attitude of Justice. Bob Jackson, as distinguished from his
predecessors, relies exclusively on Matt McGuire's political judsment.

MeGuire believes in appeasing every opposition Senator, primarily because he
has to see a great deal of them and because there is no one pushing him from
the other side. I do not wish to criticize McGuire because he nas the most
hopeless job in the government; because of its nature it is utterly impossible
for any ong to take any other attitude and survive. Nonetheless we should

not follow his judgment, anymore than Cummings did or Murphy did.

McGuire has appeased and appeased every opposition Senator on the Hill.
Despite this program, he has been unable to deliver one opposition vote at
any ecritical time.

For two years after the "purge" I successfully held up the reappointment
of Tydings' District Attorney in Baltimore, until you overruled me. That
District Attorney was active at the Chicago Convention against you and still
refers to you in unprintable language.

The only federal official who supported you in 1938 was Mazruder, the
Internal Revenue Collector. Tydings is now boasting that Magruder is next
on the list.

I still think we should make it a bit diffiecult for Tydings and do
nothing. But unless you tell them not to, Jackson and McGuire will give him
his two Assistant District Attornmeys in the next few days.

JHK

James Rowe, Jr,
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"How can I answer this? I really
think you should 4o something."
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT :
WHEHE IS5 JESSE?

It was my understanding that along with your private undercover
gupport of Lyndon Johnson for Senator, Jeasse Jones was going to glve
him publie support, including press and radlio help.

Bvery other department and agency of the Govermment are cooperating
100% behind Johnson, but nothing has been heard from the Secretary of
Commercé. "

In fact, the reverse seems to be ture. The following has been
reported to me from Texas:

(1) Last week Jesse Jones telephoned Governor O'Damiel, accord-
ing %o information fyom o man who was in the Oovernor®s office ab
the Sime, urging O'Daniel to run for the Semate and saying that he
eould win 1f he did.

{2) The R, Fs 0. lawyer for Texas (obviously a perscmal sppoinies
of Jesse Jones) who is now a Oeneral commanding one of $he Selective
Service camps in Texas, called his officers together, t0ld Shem O'Daniel
should run and directed his officers to urge 0O'Daniel among the men.
This gaused quite a row. If Shis report is true, obviously diseiplinary
aoction whould be taken py the War Nppartment,.

I]-!H editor of one of the Seocretary's papers publicly says he is
for O el,

All of this adds up to show that not only is Jesse Jonss nod support-
ing Iyndon Johmson but that he is doing exactly the opposite,

The only Oabinet member from Texas is Jesse Jones. Johnson's
oppenents and some of the men from Texas who want a good exouse for not
going down the line for Johnson are using Jones' silemoe as an sxouse.
They point out if a Oabinet member does not bask Johnsom that
means the Presidemt is not for him and they can do what § P N

Ineidentally, O'Daniel's campaign manager Soday announsdd his own
candidasy for the Senste, which is good news for Lyndon Johnson as
indioating O'Daniel will not run, Reports have it Shat if O'Daniel does
not run, Lyndon will probable be his chelce.

Everyone in the race exoept Johnson is striotly anti-New Deal, ineolud-
ing O"aniel, as Jones wall knows, Every other Teman in the Administretion
is supporting Johmson, The question is, whether Jesss Jones is above the
AMdministration, or takes orders like She rest of us. If he i» not above
the Administration, where is he today?

James Rowe, Jr.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 14, 1941

ilemoranuum For Mr. Forster.

Washington Judeseship

I would like to be notified before the
President gets any nominations on the
Judgeship for the Western District of

/LR

James Rowe, dJr.
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) I just had lunch with Mellet

who disagreed with me about Ethridge before
he went to St. Louls. He has now returned
and after his experiences there has, I
gather, switched over completely to Fly's

point of view.
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MEMORANDUM FOR  MISS LEHAND Q

Mark Ethridge

I unwittingly geve you some wrong information the other day when
I told you that Ethridge was to study only the relation of newspapers
to redio and that, therefore, the lassuance of the monopoly regulations
by Fly wase none of Ethridge's concern.

Since then I have seen a copy of the Presldent's letter to Ethridge
and 1t does seem me though the Presldent gave Ethrldge & wilde horizon
in his study.

However, for your own private information, Fly dild eclear the re-
lease of these regulations with the President before he isgsued them,
He dld not get in to see the President but Tommy Corcorsn did and the
Pregldent told Fly, through Tommy, to go ahesd.

My own personsl opinlon 18, of course, that Fly i1s sbsolutely right,.
The appolntment of Ethridge, who was after all nothing but a spockesman
for the radlo industry, wae a mistake and it 1e Just as well thaet he
reslgned. The technique used by the radlc people 1s the same as the
one we became so famllisr with in the utility holding fight. A so-egallal
"liberal" (Ethridge) 1s the "front man": but’'the boys in the back room
do the real work, iIn thle case Judge Thatcher, former Republiecan
Solicitor Genera, a very able and bitter enemy of the Adminlstration.

There ie only one succeseful technigue , from the point of view of
government, in handling mstters such sg these. The radio industry
talks to the regulatory head -- in the lstter's offlce. In other words
they bargain right over the table, and the responsible government head
rhould have at least an even chence to present hles views to the Presildent.
, This technlque i what has made the SEC so succeseful 2 regulatory agency
-- it 18 nerhaps the only one I know. The stock exchange and the utility
prealdents long ago found out it wae a waste of tlme to go behind the
SEC'e back and come to the White House.

For your information I am giving you a "philosophical" letter from
Fly which emphasizes my polnt (plesse return).

All thie 1e entirely selde from the legel poesltion. Legally, Fly is
completely independent of the Preegident, Jjust sg Emsstman of the IQ0J 1a.
But I have never hesrd Fly rest any argument on that ground, because he 1s
the most loyal supporter the Presldent has.

JAMES ROWE, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
MEF 17, 1941

Memorandum For The President.

Senator Pepper

Congressman Camp called upon me today to protest
the award of bids for asphalt to the Pan American
Company, a Florida company (as I understand it), whose
bids to pave runways of the Florida airport were con-
slderably higher than the bids of a Georgia company,
but which bids were accepted by the government.

You may not have noticed that there has been
some discussion in the press about alleged political
favoritism in behalf of Senator Pepper by the govern-
ment departments.

In the conversation, Congressman Camp, who said
he was also speaking for Senator George, made out a
rather clear case of favoritism. Naturally I know
nothing of the other side and am unable to Judge the
merits. > "

I would, however, suggest that you ask John
Carmody, who is in charge of the agencies concerned,
to look into this matter and to make sure no favoritism
did result, but that if it did §0; to reopen the bids
and to take whatever other action is necessary.

prK

James Rowe, Jr,
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May 20, 1941

Memorandum For Mr. Forster,

Maryland Nominations

I would like to know of any nominations
received from the Treasury for the positions
of Collector of Customs or Collector of
Internal Revenue in Maryland before the
President receives them.

Could you give me a couple of hours'

/R

James Rowe, Jr,

notice?




MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE

Will you see Benator Barkley
and explain the situation and
have Barkley and Hill work 1t
out?

Ir they deoide to abollsh
the Board 1t 1s O.K. vith me.

r- Dn H.-
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON May 17, 1941

Memorandum For The President,
Transportation Board
Some time ago you sent word to me that you had talked to Senator

Barkley and had decided to appoint Robert Webb of Kentucky to this Board
(in place of Wayne Coy whose nomination was withdrawn) if agreeable to me.

I have tried to talk to you to explain this rather complex situation
but because of the passage of time I am giving you a memorandum.

As you know, Lister Hill and other Southern and Western Senators have
refused to act on your nominations on the ground the South and West were not
represented. They have a majority of the Committee. I asked Senator Hill
confidentially whether Webb would be acceptable to his group.

It seems that at least in the minds of the Southern Governors, if not
in the minds of transportation experts, Kentucky is a border State having
more sympathy with the Eastern group of States than with the Southern States.
Therefore, anyone from Kentucky is not acceptable,

Webb is one of the candidates I originally checked for this Board, since
he had strong political endorsements and was also suggested by railroad labor.
My check was uniformly mediocre. Webb is young, about 34, is primarily a
politician and is Chairman of the Kentucky Railroad Commission, which Com-
mission like those in most Southern States is elective. He is an ambitious
politician but even less than mediocre as a transportation man; this of course
can be said about most of the Southern Commissioners because they are all a
pretty poor lot.

According to hearsay on the Hill, you made a commitment to Senator
Barkley that you would appoint Webb, but it would seem this commitment is
valid only if he can be confirmed, This Board is to study the problems of
motor, rail and water carriers. Not only is there sectional jealousy but
there is violent industrial jealousy about these appointments. My check in-
dicated the motor carriers are strongly opposed to Webb because of a bias,
real or otherwise, in favor of railroads.

The Southerners are now recommending Leon Jourolman of the Utility Com-
mission of Tennessee. This group includes Hill, Stewart and McKellar who were
most instrumental in lkilling the original nominations. Jourolman is also
young, &n ardent New Dealer, who was elected because he fought for TVA in the
Tennessee area. Even the TVA are not too enthusiastic. Jourolman is a pub-
licity hound, not at all gifted as a scholar or in his understanding of
transportation matters. He is more acceptable to the three industrial groups
than would be Webb.

These are the two leading candidates politically and politics seem
to be important.




Hill also told me the original agreement between the Southern and
Western Senators that each region be represented still stands. This means
you would have to withdraw the nomination of Charles West, The Republicans
are also adamant against West. Hill suggested in his place C, E. Childe of
Omaha, Nebraska, a Norris Republican who Norris has previously recommended
to you for the ICC. Strangely enough, Childe spent many years in the South
and is regarded as sympathetic to the Southern rate problem (which problem
is irrelevant in this study except in the minds of the Southern Governors).

I have several suggestions:

(1) Ask Hill and Barkley to get together and find some candidate or
candidates agreeable to the Committee. Ordinarily this is a bad practice
for the Executive, and may be a bad precedent later on, but I understand the
Administration is not particularly interested. Further, it seems a hopeless
task to select competent men for this sort of study who are politically
acceptable,

(2) Suggest to the Congress that this legislation be repealed. No one
is for it, including the White House, railroad labor, the waterway carriers,
the Southerners, etc. Nelson Lee Smith, your Republican nominee from New
Hampshire told me yesterday this might be a good idea, although it was
obviously against his own self interest to say so. He is becoming discouraged
at the prospect of getting capable men to work with and points out he does
not wish to risk his transportation reputation in a violent quarrel with
incompetent people.

(3) Ask Joe Eastman to work this problem out by giving you recommendations
of competent people who are acceptable to the Senate. He has made several ;
suggestions to me in the past, including Smith, but the rest were politically
unacceptable. I suggest this last course for two reasons:

(a) This is Eastman's "baby". He is the only one who wanted it, probably
in the hope that something really intelligent would come out of it, which it
would if competent persons could be confirmed.

(b) Eastman has great influence with the Interstate Commerce Committee,
He could try out various names on the Committee to see if they would be
acceptable before he made his recommendations to you. This will involve
getting Charlie West to consent to the withdrawal of his name but that looks
to me like a certainty. -

All in # B w the Eastpgan m*aﬂim is the best solution. I have
examined at leas names on t asls of elther incompetence or politics
were unacceptable, If Fastman were to handle it, it would remove from your
shoulders a burden irritating out of all proportion to its importance.

A

James Rowe, Jr.
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WASHINGTON

May 23, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR RUDOLFH FORSTER:

If the papers pass through
your hands, will you let me know when
the President acts on War Department
recommendations for the establishment
of an airplane propeller manuiacturing
"plaEmt in Toledo, Ohlo. The plant is to
bew subsidiary of the Aviation Corpora-
tion of America and will be known as
the American Propeller Corporation.

. 1. E,




May 23, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE

Tell Fuller that instead of
repdrting adversely on this that
I suggest that he hold 1t in
abeyance for the next few months,

because the President may want

to revive it.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 23, 1941,
MEMORANDUM; RE RAY KISBER'S BTEEL PLANT

Word comes that Dick Fuller
is going to report to the President
that although Kiger wae correct in
his estimate that much more steel
production 1s needed, Fuller is
going to recommend rejection of
the Kiser steel plant for a West
Coast mill, on the ground that it
is too big and too complicated --
and is going to recommend lncreases
in existing mills instead.

This is all right but a
suggestion should be made to Fuller
that the Kiser application simply
be not acted on rather than formally
rejected.
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Note in FDR's haendwriting May 23, 1941

JIM ROWE

ICKES SUGGESTS

John C. Packard of Pasadena, Cal.
for the S.E.C.

Please check.

F.D.R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 29, 1941

Memorandum For Miss LeHand.,
Dear Missy:

Could you make sure the President sees
this before he sees the Leaders, at a time when
the matter will be fresh in his mind. He should
not be bothered with it over the week-end.

Confidentially, one fairly good reason
for killing the investigation is that one of the
cases the radio industry plans to get the Senate
Committee to investigate is the famous Noble-
Flamn case, WMCA in New York. Larry Fly had
nothing to do with this case because he was in
Florida, Unfortunately, however, Tommy Corcoran
did and so did the Administration. It is a
matter of public record (in the hearings before
the House Appropriations Committee) that both
General Watson and Hudolph Forster telephoned from
the White House to the Acting Chairman of the
Communications Commission. Vic Sholis and others
tell me the radio crowd want this case investigated.

As a matter of faet the President him-

self had it investigated by Gene Casey. As to
the actual facts, it was harmless enough but it

9 uhs

James Rowe, Jr.

looks like the devil.




: ﬂ\,-Q _ PS%:(QM‘"
E\w THE WHITE HOUSE w

May 29, 1941
WASHINGTON

Memorandum For The President,

Communicationa C 8

On Monday preliminary hearings will begin before the
Senate Interstate Commerce Commerce on the White Resolution
to investigate "radio". While broadly worded, it is really
aimed at the Communications Commission because it was
drafted by Harry Butcher, Vice President and lobbyist for
NBC. Larry Fly is to be the first witness and the hearings
wlll continue for three days to determine whether a com-
mittee should be appointed to investigate the situation.

Fly asks that at your Monday morning conference with
the legislative leaders you tell Barkley you do not want
an investigation at this time of the Commission or of radio.

This is the opening gun of the radio flght. Reminiscent
of the Utility Holding Company days, the local operators are
swarming into Washington to "put the bee" on their Senators.
Significantly enough, there is one change from the Holding
Company battle - the radio lawyers at this time privately
admit they will lose in the courts.

Senator Hill will lead the government fight. (He is
already hinting that he wants Thompson reappointed), But
if Barkley can pass the word along it will be instrumental
in killing off a long Senate investigation.

If this is done, the radio interests have no &hnice but
to compromise with Fly. If it is not done, you will be

harassed day in and day out with the interminable details
of what in these times is an unimportant struggle from the

point of view of the President.
jéL

es Rowe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 2, 1941

Memorandum For The President,

You may be tired of reading comments
on your speechj if not, you will be interested
in this column which comes from the sports
page. It gives the "American" feel better
than anything else I have seen.

(}yﬁ

James Rowe, Jr.
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Tom O’Reilly Says: !

Dictators, kings, admirals, penerals, financiers and rulers, the world over,
ling on the President’s word Inst night. 1 heard those words at the Polo
Crounds with 17,000 ordinary Americans.

Foomm ' Iwilly

The crowd, of course, had turned

“ont to see the Giants lﬂu[y Buoston,

« o« It was a rip-snocting ball game
all the way through. . . . By the sev-
enth inning the score was tied, 1-1.
¢« Joo Orengo, the Giant third base-
man, hit a honer in the ffth. . . .
Eddie Miller of the Braves dupli-
cated his performance in the seventh,

« « Then the loud-speakers an-
nounced that the mame wonld be
held up for 45 minutes to hear the
President’s speech, . . . Bohind me 1
noticnd an r.:L]:_:rl}r man with a flower
in his Tnpel, and an umbrella, . . . He

| had bronght a little boy of 10, wha

rveally should have been in bed, . ..
It was easy to see that the youngster
wias nuts about the ald fui’]nw-. Ll
When the President opened  with
"My fellow Americans of all the
Amerieas,” the old man lookeod star
Hed and almost hort. © . . Then when
the President added "My fricods,”
the old guffer tumed o the Lid aud
said, “See, T told you.” . . . The kd
smiled as though the old guy were
the greatest man in the world, . . |
And the old guy smiled happily, too.

I looked around. . . . Everybody
leaming  forwad o hear  the
wiardls nod ITJE}' all did =0 with an air
of camplete confidence and faith,

Was

As the pregnant words of the Presi-
dent rolled out over the lighted field,
I felt a little guilty about Leaving
them in this setting. , . . Only a no-
ment before, these people had heen
begging Billy Joraes to keock the
ball out of the park. . . . Now the
President of the Uniled States was
worning them that Nazi aggressors
were secking to dominate the entire
world, including their own United
States, . . . But as the President spoke
on I could see that the erowd didn’t
feel guilty, . . . The crowd was higger
than that, . . . And then as I listened,
I began to realize that this evowed
was showing something which is he-
coming w eaee quality in the workd
Teso ;Tn}s. « oot showed the dignity
of free men, who fell that they hod

~ory right to be in a hall park w
night altor a hard day of work. . . .
And Turthermore it expressed fself

T

There's nothing more American than a baseball fan.
Forthtrmore, there's nothiug more eritical, impatient,
opinfonated or vociferous, Last night 17,000 of them
listened with the il:tiTSil}' Ef hunters, .

-

As the President fisst mentioned freedom of the
seas, it started to rain, A fow women fn the high-priced
feld boxes tan for cover. Two thousand fans in the |
nprotected Beachers never moved.,

-
\ 1

Taday the dictators, kings, cte., probably are won
dering how the avernge American took it all. Well, 1
o tell thom, Belind home l‘]]ntc at the Polo Grounds,
they said: “He hit a homer,

as the President said, “We do ot ac-
cept and will not permit this Nuei
shape of things to come’” . . . It
axpressed ftself in hot applause, cut
short %0 as not to miss the next sen-
tenee,

Walching their exprossions and
listening to the pleasant voice that
fille] the grounds, 1 knew that these
people loved not m:l‘}' baselall Luat
all that the pame stands for, . . . First
and foremost, I knew they loved the
right to express T]Lumﬁci{cs at all
times on all situations, . . . And when
the erowd laughed, with short, grim
humor, as the President told how
you couldn't see the whites of their
eyes in a tank, 1 felt very glad that
this erowd was on my side, . . . There
was something about that short, mass
langh which indicated that the erowd
not only understood the idea per-
fectly but also felt that it knew whal
to do about it

Aned then as the President spoke of
how foolish it was to bc.hliua to at-
tack “until bombs-actunlly drop on
New York or San Froveisco,” I boegan
to think of all the other pleasam
stadiums, spread ont over this nation,
where T had seen erowds exactly like
thiz one. ... . At other baseball games,
foothall gomes, races, fights and track
mecls And saddenly was con-
seions that in years of walching them
I liad pever truly seen thom despite
their II]Ti111i'iL‘|‘ih‘.({r anties, . . . They
had boocd umpires and  bad de
cisions, linghed at Nick Altrock and
Al Schacht, roared approval of Ruth, |
[Tarmon, Tilklen and the rest, nand be-
mpaned the Juck of the Dodgers. . .

Bt never before had 1 seen them so
fuiet, 80 munest, so determined or so
confident, . . . They applanded long
med Joud at the finish. . . . “A na-
tional emergeney, huh® said one fel
Tow. . .. "Well, they had it comin® to
‘ome We'll knock their brains oul.
convovs an’ all. Tler hore  comes
Hublell, The Ole ws o, Tichels

gonm findsh the game,” % And that
wits the conficdent manuer with whicl
17009 Americans lhoeand e President
declire o wational cnergency List
mights o« « Tlay Lalll |
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WASHINGTON

June 4, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM ROWE:

For your informetion.
FI Dg R-

Letter from Hon. John M. Carmody, Federal Works
Administrator, 5/31/41, to the President, advising
that nothing would have happened to embarass the
Administration or WPA or Procurement in the Elgin
Filed, Florida, asphalt purchase if Senator Pepper
had not tried to upset a contract award made

by Procurement. Attached is a photostatic copy

of the President memorandum of 5/17/41 to Mr.
Carmody regarding the matter.
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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY W
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR May 31, 1941

The President
The White House ’

Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr, President:

Nothing would have happened to embarass the Admin-
istration or WPA or Procurement in the Eglin Field, Florida,
asphalt purchase if Senator Pepper had not tried to upset &
contraet award made by Procurement.

WPA was doing an alrport job for the Army. Bids
were asked for asphalt, Pan America in Florida apparently
thought it had the business gewed up, A Georgla company
(both of them get their asphalt from Texas), slipped in with
s bid that took sccount oi land grant rates for shipment oi
federal materials by rail., 'lhis made them low. This sur-
prised the Florida boys who use barges to transport asphalt
from Texas to Florids, They got busy, They got their friends
to work on WPA, on the Army, and I understand on Procurement.
The bldding was regular and we kmew Ol no reason for switching.

I don't know how Tom Stokes got hold of the story
put I suspect the man who put in the low bid -probably told him,
when he was in Washington to checkmate the Senator end some
Florida lewyers,who were trying to take his business away from
him after hk tfimmad them, I understand they =11 know one
enother very well and trust one another about as much as one
professional poker plsyer trusts another.

The publicity was bad but the price of asphalt
dropped sharply on the next contreet. Procurement is a branch
of Tressury under Secretary Morgenthau and not part of lederal
Works Agency. Incidentally, three o our WPA boys who were
gubjected to heat are before the Senate for confirmation, I
think the way they stood their ground gquietly 1s a credit to
your Administration.

John M. Carmody
Administrator




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 17, 1941
MEMOHANDUM FOR '

HON. JOHN CARMODY

I know nothing of the merits of the recent
newspaper controversy conceming certain bids for
asphalt let for the paving of a runway on some
airport in Florida. I understand, however, that
the two agencies concerned are WPA and the Procure-
ment Division, both of which are under your
direction.

I have even heard it stated that these -
agencies plan to make it difficult for the Georgla
contractor who after much protest secured one con-
tract, because he "kicked up a stir" in the news-
papers. As I say, this may be just gossip. In
these particular days, I have, as you know, too
many problems to devote myself to the problem of an
asphalt bid. However, there may be something to all
this conversation. I wish you would look into the
matter, to make sure there is no "whitewash" of any
one concerned.

I will,of course, rely upon your discretion
to take whatever measures are necessary. I need
hardly point out the bad effect on public confidence
in our defense program if this sort of thing is true.
I need hardly add I have no idea whether it is true
or not.

FI D" R.‘
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASBHINGTON

June 7, 1941,
MEMORANDUM FOR
JINM ROWE

I talked with Jimmy Byrnes,
who is Aoting Leader, and I wish
you would pass this information
on to him and tell him my idea
is that there should be a ocon-
tinuing examination by the
Interstate Commerce Committee
but not the White Resolution %o
conduot a regular investigation.

F. D. R,

L |

Toidh
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON  June 3, 1941

Memorandum For The President.

an te oluti

As the hearings on the White Resolution to investigate
the Communications Commission go on, the lineup of the
Interstate Commerce Committee becomes more obvious.

All the radio lobbyists are in town working on the
members of the Committee, and, incidentally, working on
cabinet officers and any government official who will listen
to them .

They claim they have fourteen votes which Fly doubts.

What I call the "Wheeler bloc" or the Isolationist
bloc" are solidly supporting Fly; at the same time they
are telling him you will not support him.

The questionmark Senators at this time are the Adminis—
tration Senators, none of whom have yet shown their hand,
although the lobbyists are working on them all the time,
They have given Fly no help, but neither have they yet
attacked him .

The Administration Senators plus the Wheeler bloc
can easily defeat the White Resolution. If this is done,
that will be the end of the radio fuss, since NBC and CBS
will have no choice except to make peace with Fly,

Otherwise, it will be & continuing headache.

One word from the White House to Barkley would insure
this. But this word must go soon because the Committee is
expected to vote tomorrow afternocon.

Incidentally, Senator Norris is probably getting ready
to go to the wars on this issue even if he has to do it all

by himself, }-{KLZZ

Jomes Rowe, Jr.

( o)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Against the White Resolution -

Wheeler
Wagner
Truman
Hill

- Clark

b ¢ Tobey
Reed
Brooks

In favor of the White Resolution -

Smith
Bone
Johnson
White
Austin
Shipstead
Gumey

? (A1l Administration men. )

Barkley
Andrews
Schwarts
Stewart
Tunnell
Mclarland




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 7, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F' D'l RI‘

el W




THE SECRETARY OF THE TREAEUHY‘
WABSHINGTON

June 6, 1941

My dear Mr, President:

John Carmody has written me a letter enclosing

a copy of a memorandum from you, deted May 17, in re-

gard to the latting of a contract of 3,600,000 gallons
n

of asphalt for Eglin Field, Florida.

Attached hereto you will find a photostatic
copy of the report of the Director of Procurement on

this matter. .

You will be pleased to note that the Allied
Materials, Inc., were given the contract as low bidder,
at an approximate savin% of $25,000 as compared with
the second bidder, the Pan American Petroleum Company.

I think you will agree with me that Mr. Mack

proceeded in an entirely ethical and businesslike
manner in regard to the letting of this contract.

Yours sincerell;\%\j—\

The President,
The White House.

Copy to:
Secretary of War
Mr. John Carmody




TREASURY DEPARTMENT

PROCUREMENT DIVISION

ST RS SPVHS G WASHINGTON
June 4, 1941

Memorendum for the Secretary of the Treasury:

* Bids were opened March 31, 1941, by the Procurement

Officer, Jacksonville, Floride, for the furnishing of an estimated

E{angé:y of 38,600,000 gallons of out back asphalt for Eglin Field,
orida.

The low bid was submitted by Allied Materials, Inc.
Atlanta, Georgia, based upon shipment on Government bill of ltﬁing
which results in lower transportation cost due to land grant rates.
The next low bidder, Pan American Petroleum Cnmﬁany, Pensacola,
Florida, protested award being made on the bids received and
requested that all ;?gu be rejected because of their objection to
the determination of the transportation costs and also requested
that the needs be readvertised and a personal hearing be granted,

Under date of April 22, 1941, Mr, Millard Caldwell,
representing the Pan American Petroleum Company, who was accompanied
by Senator Pepper, was given a hearing by me. They presented their
reasons why all bids should be rejected, stating, among other things,
that Allied Materials, Inc., couli not perform the contract if award-
ed and that the only fair thing to do was to readvertise.

Because of the statements made on behalf of Pan American
Petroleum Company, indicating that the low bidder, Allied Materials,
Inc., could not perform the contract, representatives of Allied °
Materials, Inc., were %11un a hearing under date of April 24, 1941,
and they furnished satisfactory proof of their ability to cumgly
with the requirements of the advertised specifications and satis-
factorily perform the contract if award be made to them.

: Accordingly, after careful consideration of all the
facts of record, it was determined by me thaet no basis existed for
ragacting the bids and award was made to the low bidder, Allied
Materials, Inc., under date of April 25, 1941, at a total price of
$224,853.12 job site as nfninat a price of $250,560.00 job site
submitted by the Pan American Petroleum Company.

_Cl1 nfg?hﬁigz-
Jgk D%runt of Procurement




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR May 31, 1941

Honorable Henry Morgenthsau, Jr.
Secretary of the Treasury
Faghington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Secretaryi

Because of the President's misunderstanding of
the relationship ot the Procurement Division to the Treasury,
I am taking the liberty of sending you a photostatic copy of
a memorandum he gent me a few days ago.

I do not know what part the Procurement Divieion
pleyed in the matter the President refers to. 1 do know
that WPA was an innocent bystander that had a good deal of
pressure put upon it to change a contract eward when one
group of asphalt dealers under-bid another group that ap-
parently thought it had the business sewed up.

John M, Carmody
Administrator

Enc losures
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR j
HON. JOHN CARMODY

I know nothing of the merits of the recent
newspaper controversy concerning ce bids for
asphalt let for the
airport in Florida » »
the two s concerned are WPA and the Procure-
me vision, both of which are under your
I‘!Et-im-

it stated that these
agencies plan to make it difficult for the Georgla
contractor who after much protest secured one con-
tract, because he "kicked up a stir" in the news-
papers. As I say, this may be just gossip. In
these particular days, I have, as you know, too
many problems to devote myself to the problem of an
asphalt bid. However, there may be something to all
tals conversation. I wish you would look into the
matter, to make sure there is no "whitewash" of any
one concermned,

I will,of course, rely upon your discretion
t - tane wiatever measures are necessary. I need
hardly point out tne bad effect on public confidence
in our defense program if this sort of thing is true.
I need hardly add I have no idea whether it is true
or not.

F. D. R,
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Memorandum For Grace Tully,
igssg Jones

Since I have been taking shots at Jesse
Jones because of his lukewarm attitude toward
Lyndon Johnson's candidacy, I think the
President might be interested in this very
favorable editorial in one of Jones!' papers

which appeared Wednesday. /;2

James Rowe, Jr.
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The “Yes Man” Charge =
Is Lyndon Johnson a “yes man"?
Here is what he himself says:

“T make no apology for my long and continuing support of the
greatest humanitarian president America has ever had. -

T make no apologies becanuse I say, ‘Yes, Mr. President, we're
going to follow your leadership to end the reign of Hitlerism in
the world, and to keep it away from our shores, by giving Eng-
land all the aid we can—and getting that to her.

“T say, ‘Yes, Mr. President, we're going to give our boys in our
American camps the guns and ammunition and machines they
need to defend themselves with, and to train to be the best sol-

diers in the world.”

“I say, ‘Yes, Mr, President, we're m to n:t;nd up to capital
and labor, and say: “Our boys are and you are f
too. No lockouts in this n?flnnll emergency. No strikes in the i
days and nights of our peril""'

-J-T say, ‘Yes, Mr. Presiden{, I'm going to work with you to savé |1
our American way of life." ) - \

1

His opponents will have to go farther than the “yes man” |«
charge to harm him with the people of Texas. - ' l

It is Mard to find a mﬁmmt than the candidate's
own words to su on.

He does not beﬁﬁmth that group that is willing to take :
credit for being supporters of the president but is skeptical 1
about what the president does; that group which is willing to
collect on the fine loyalty which Texans have to the presi-
dent, but is not willing to cn::gﬁdt itself to the course in this
crisis recommended by the president.

Mr. Johnson has cngt his lot ‘with President Roosevelt, and
asserts it on all occasions, for which The Chronicle com-
mends him.

[ ———

s e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 10, 1941

Memorandum For The President,

5 dJ a? =

I think he has arrived at last! Here
is another editorial favoring Lyndon Jolmson.
Who knows, maybe we can even get Jesse to
make a speech?

Independent information indicates that
Lyndon is still in the ruck but coming fast.
He may take it.

s

James Rowe, Jr.
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f Lyndon Johnson for the Senate

[ Every political campaign must be considered in the light of
What its results will mean to the country, i

That is why the present senatorial contest in Texas is of
tnusual importance, ;

At this moment in America, there is one important issue,
and one only. It is all-out for defense, and for aid to those

Every act of Everyone in a governmental position of any
kind at this time must be weighed in the scales; with this
purpose deciding the halance, - :

That is why the voters of Texas must clear their minds of
all other considerations, _

The voters have a simple problem before them at the J une
28 election: To select the man best suited to carry on the
policy which Senator Sheppard pursued of representing
Texas in the senate in complete co-operation with our
hational leaders to the end that this country is made the
etrongest in the world, and that it stand foursquare for the
principles which will Prevent world domination by any ag-
gressor, s

We believe that under al] the r:ircu_mstanqes Lyndon John-

* gon is the man best suited for the job, He has 3 good public

record. He knows Texas and he knows Washington, His
four years in the house have brought him high'in the coun-
cils of the nation, They have found him consistently on the
gide of those principles for which President Roosevelt stands,
prineiples which the voters of Texas have indorsed over and
over again by tremendous majorities, He has consistenily

Eupported the president and has his complete confidence, We
commend his candidacy for the United States senate to the

Voters of Texas, i
b
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British War Rellef Soclety, Inc.
WL 5. State Dep't Licesss Mo, 208

¥ FIRST AID KITS FOR BRITISH
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HIW YORM, M. T.
MUrroy il 2-8830

WHO WE ARE
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Kindly make all checks payable to the
FIRST AID KITS FOR BRITISH CIVILIANS
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 10, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you speak to me about

this at your convenience?

F. D. R.

Memorandum from Jim Rowe
to the President, dated June 7,
1941, re Roy Howard,
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— THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTON

June 14, 1041.

MENCRANDUM FOR
JIN ROWE

Try to find out for me whether
it 1s true that Wiokard and Appleby
are now really reconoiled to each
other -- working together -- and if
they are, I see no reason to take
Appleby out of the good work he is
doing now.

F. D. R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON June 13, 1941

(o} d For Pres
Federal e oard — Pa b

The last time we discussed the Federal Reserve Board
vacancy which must be filled by someone with an agricultural
background, I said that Paul Appleby had told me he would
not be interested under any circumstances and would refuse
it if offered.

I now understand I misrepresented his position. He
would take it if you offered it to him, but will make no
effort to get it. He is quite happy where he is as Under
Secretary of Agriculture, but like so many he is tired
and has some financial obligations and the salary and long
tenure of the Reserve Board makes it attractive.

Tou could not, of course, make a better appointment,
Appleby is one of the few really capable and really dis-
interested public servants in this Administration,

In my opinion, he has always been too self-effacing
for his own good. To be frank, during the entire history
of this Administration, inecluding today, Appleby has been
the real Secretary of Agriculture.

He is the administrative genius behind the Department.
Every disinterested student of the Federal government has
sald for years that Agriculture is the best run agency in
the government, head and shoulders sbove any other agency.
In fact I have not heard this questioned for a long time.

I know that some persons have been making vicious attacks
on Appleby to you. The most charitable explanation that I
can offer for these attacks is ignorance., I can offer con-
siderably less charitable explanation, but I will not do so.

Although Wallace and Wickard have spoken to you about
Black for this vacancy, I understand they confidentially
prefer Appleby.

You would be losing an extremely skillful public servant
who is in an important place, but in terms of loyalty and
efficiency he deserves the appointment if you are ing to
make one, N

James Rowe, Jmm,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 16, 1941
MEMORANDUM FOR HON. JIM ROWE

On thinking this over, I have
come to the conclusion that probably
Abe Fortas 1s the ablest of the
bunch but because Fortas comes from
the middle of the country, not even
on the Lakes, and is doing great
work where he is, it would be best
to choose Burke whose record 1s
excellent.

P R .

=

- Will you speak to Burke about
going on the Maritime Commlssion?

neclosure




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON June 7, 1941

dum For T dent

SEC and Maritime Commission

I have a message from you asking whether Ed Burke (Mary Norton's nephew )
would be a good appointment to the vacancy on the Maritime Commission. I
also have a memorandum to speak to you about Abe Fortas, General Counsel of
the Bituminous Coal Commission for Leon Henderson's position on the SEC.

After the nomination of Ganson Purcell to the SEC had been prepared, I
cleared it through the usual political channels. Mary Norton heard about it
and kicked up a fearful row particularly through Ed Flynn, which I resented
because she knew you had already made up your mind. At the time Flynn promised
her he would make every effort to get the new vacancy on the SEC for Burke, I
cautioned him at the time that this might be difficult because it would mean
putting another New Yorker and another SEC staff member on the Commission.
Flynn thought it was possible politically and I agree that Burke was far and
away the best fitted for the job. So for this reason Flynn will push hard
against Fortas and for Burke. Also he has some hopes that he can get you an
acceptable candidate for the Maritime Commission from the Great Lakes. In
this connection, however, it should be noted that although New York is the
country's greatest seaport it has no representation on the Commission.

(1) Burke. I think Burke has his heart set on the SEC. There is no doubt
of his competence but although his background is mostly SEC, I think his par-
ticular talent will be more useful on the Maritime Commission. He spent many
years as a corporate lawyer on Wall Street, some time with the RFC and is head
of the Reorganization Division of the SEC. He has, therefore, the particular
financial background which has recently been sadly lacking in the Maritime
Commission. .

I think the thing to do is for me, without making any commitments whatever,
to ask Burke whether he would be interested, pointing out that you have other
candidates in mind for the SEC and asking him whether he wante to take his
chances on the SEC or not.

The only other candidate prominently mentioned for the Maritime vacancy
is Creighton Peet, at present Secretary of the Commission. I believe either
he or Mrs. Peet is a cousin of yours. Peet has done very good, if quiet,
work at the Commission for some years and knows its work thoroughly. He does
not have the financial background of Burke.

(2) Abe Fortas. I assume Bill Douglas suggested him to you, since he is
one of Bill's pets., The question of his ability can be guessed at by the row
Secretary Ickes made when you suggested taking him away from Ickes. He is
remarkably able. He is Jewlsh, young, (32 or 33) and is from Memphis,
Tennessee, which would give the Commission better geographic balance and also
might satisfy the Southerners (although the fact that he is a Jew would probably
not please them particularly).
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Fortas would bring one thing to the Commission which Burke does not have
- a public utility background, When Bill Douglas was Chairman, he was Director
of the Public Utilities Division but his efforts to make the Holding Company
Act work were completely frustrated by Judge Healy. When Douglas went to the
Court, Fortas resigned. He would be able to handle Healy on Public Utility
matters, which no one else over there has been able to do. Fortas has been
doing Ben Cohen's work on the Power Policy Committee and is in fact a younger
Ben Cohen in practically every respect.

Burke and Fortas are both New Dealers. I think the appointment of either
or both would bring no criticism, if the reaction to Purcell's appointment is
any criterion. Even Wall Street and the Herald-Tribune praised the Purcell
appointment as putting a professional on the Commission. The Tribune pointed
out that even if Purcell was a New Dealer, he knew his business and Wall
Street knew where he stood.

Shall I speak to Burke about the Maritime Commission? If he is agreeable,
I think that would be the best way to handle Ed Flynn.

ﬁH/ﬁ

James Rowe, Jr.

<y
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 16, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR HON, JAMES H. ROWE

OK on the radlio suggestion
in regerd to your seeing Byrnee
and other Adminletretion Benators.

In regard to Clifford Durr,
will you have a 1little further check
mede end 1f you are convinced he
le OK, you might espesk to Lister
Hill snd tell him flatly that I will
not re-spproint Thomnson but would
re-appoint Durr, Also it might be
wise to iIntimete some such thing
to Larry Fly himself.

F. D. H,




THE WHITE HOUSE _
WASHINGTON June 10, 1941

rand: or The siden
C cations - Frede 8

Senator Lister Hill has been calling several times about the reappoint-
ment of Frederick Thompson to the Communications Commission, and I promised
him I would speak to you about it when I had an opportunity.

I have been told, from what I think are reliable sources, that you have
no intention of reappointing Thompson. The truth is, he is incredibly in-
competent and normally should not be reappointed. I have told Senator Hill
that I have heard "outside gossip" that you do not intend to reappoint him
but that of course I have no real knowledge one way or the other. But at
this stage I do not think he would be greatly surprised if you did not, but
he will still make a fight about it.

He now argues - and correctly -- that the radio broadcasters have been
promising to "get" Thompson and that, therefore, Thompson has become a symbol
of the fight between the Administration and the broadcasting chains, and
should be reappointed or it will be taken as a convineing sign that you are
siding with the chains against the Commission. He also argues that he must
carry the fight for the Administration in the Interstate Commerce Committee,
which is true.

There is a simple solution to this, if you do not want to reappoint
Thompson and that is to select another man from Alabama who cannot be regarded
as a suggestion of the broadcasters. There is such a man - Clifford Durr of
Birmingham, Alabama.

You recently appointed Durr as & member of the Board of Legal Examiners,
He is Assistant General Counsel of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation and
is a thoroughgoing New Dealer. He is a brother-in-law of Justice Hugo Black,
was educated in the South and was a Rhodes scholar at Oxford. He has done
very able work at the RFC for many years., He is about 45.

I have not the slightest idea whether Durr would take the job if offered
" to him because he is now engrossed in defense work. My guess is that he
would not want it. Of course he knows nothing about radio but that is the
usual "phoney" argument of all industries regulated by government. It would
be just as absurd to put a utility man in the SEC.

I also gave your message to Senator Bymes that you do not want the White
Resclution but did want the Interstate Commerce Committee to keep on informally
investigating as it now is. Byrnes said he had suggested to you that an
extension of time be granted by Fly past the 90-day period when the regulations
go into effect. I told the Senator that this was a reasonable request of
the broadcasting chins.if it were reasonably made but the way they are now
talking $¥dlcates that it'is the old tactic of delay and that after that road
bad been played out they would immediately take the other road to the courts
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where they should get a year's delay, but will eventually lose out. Byrnes
agreed they should not be allowed to use such tactics.

He also agreed that the decision on whether an extension of time is
reasonable or is merely the technique of delay should be left to Larry Fly
(who, by the way, after his years at TVA is an expert on all the tricks his
opponents use in a fight like this). .

Byrnes also agreed that you should coficern yourself as little as possible
in this fight and let Fly do the work. As soon as the chains know they must
talk to Fly, the battle is over —- and there are indications they know it
already. Bymes said you had more important work to do and also said the
Senators felt they had too, and that they are getting somewhat annoyed at
the lobbylsts pouring into Washington.

11

James Rowe, Jr.

Jimmy Byrnes is a busy man, If you will allow me to give the message
from you that I gave him to the other Administration Senators it would be
helpful. For example, the pressure on Schwartz has been so much that he has
already left Washington to hide but a little on the other side would bring
him back.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON .

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE

Will you speak to me about

this on your return?

FI Dln Rt
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CHAMBERS OF
JEROME H. FRANK *
CIRCUIT JUDGE

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS
NEW YORK CITY

June 16, 1941.

The Fresident,
Washington, D. C.
My dear lMr. President:

I understand that you are glving con-
slderation to the appointment of Abe Fortas to
the SEC, if Ben 1s not to be appointed. I want
respectfully, to recommend him most highly. My
knowledge of his capacitles 1s based on first hand

intensive acquaintance with his work, as administra-

tor and lawyer, in 1933-1934, in the AbMA,and 1n 1938=

195? in the SEC.
His heart and brains are in the right place
and of the best quality.
Respectfully,

Jerome N. Frank,

L"3 s
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You sent me a letter from William A. Deely B
with your memorandum "What do you think we |
should do about this? F. D. R."

This comes under the heading of "file and
! forget". Deely, a rather eccentric gentleman,
il thinks that Ed Flynn is treating Charles Sawyer ]
1' badly. Flynn has been spending weeks trying to
cure the vicious factional fight in the Demo- |
cratic party in Ohio. A solution was worked out
and Wiayne Coy end I have talked to Flynn about
it but, at Sawyer's insistence, Flynn refused
to go along.

; So if anything Flynn has been on the side
; of Sawyer - who has contributed as much as any
} other person, including Davey, to ruining the

party in Ohio.

il sl

Jemes Rowe, Jr.

= LJQP !ﬂ
e THE WHITE HOUSE s N
: WASHINGTON &ﬁ
June 23, 1941
Memorandum For The President:
|
|
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WABSHINGTON |
June 17, 1941 |
NINCRANDUN FOR

What do you think we should
d4o sbout thie?

F. D. R.

Enclosure

Let to Migss LeHsnd 6/10/41 from

Wm. A. Deely, Demoeratic llat. Com.

401 Huntington llational Bank Bullding,
Columbue, Ohio re Chas. Sawyer,

lat. Committeeman from Ohio - "Why
slice Charles Sawyer's heart in Chio,
¢ld he deliver?" Says lMr. Sawyer does
not know he is writing this letter.
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= i DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE \Sul |

CHARLES SAWYER, COMMITTEEMAN FROM OHIO
! 401 HUNTINGTON NATIONAL BANK BLDG. i
COLUMBUS, OHIO ]

L " ADAMS 3317
June 10, I94I, |
: Miss Marguerite A, LeHand,
L White House,
Washington, D. C. Re Why slice Charles Sawyers heart in Ohloe,did
he deliver?

Dear Miss LeHand:-

May it be possible that yourself or scmeone else
bring to the attention of the President the reason for this letter.

While just one of the active Democrats in this State,
I believe that I have rendered service in the past that should command
respeot of not only our President but several very olose to him, My
contaot with Louls McHenry Howe over a period of years prior to this
Administration was close enough to save Harry Hoplkins,and I wonder if
he would be in the position he now holds with our Chief,if I had not
turned over to Mr. Howe the information that stopped the Ohio Relief
steal under the Davey administration. I surely missed the Howe contact
these past few years., Another angle,Imperative to the administration
was when I sent to Hyde Park the idea to change margin requirements,
this wae changed as suggested within three days by the SEC, Ask Frank
Walker who tipped him off to a frameup party by the Claypools of Ohie,
for the Columbia Gas Co,during the holding company Senate hearings
but they got Black in the spot where he turned i1t over to 0'Conner
in the House and then a wash out. Yes then Claypool and Francis Poudson
then Davey's State Chairman tried to save the flook leadership for
0'Comnor. They did not just take shin plasters along from Ohio eithers
I oould add that I had charge of the matter when Davey was going to
throw his support to Landon in IS36,check with West of Welly K. Hojkins
now counsel for UNA in Washington.Remember how we supported Wallace in the
convention,the trip I made on the train with all of you from Columbus to
Dayton,Ohio did not lodk safe that eveing,but I was the one that had the
resolution drawn a few minutes after Lewis radio speechaand after getting the
go sign from my chief Smwyer,contacted CIO locals throughout the night
and next day for them to demand meetings to seek the resignation of Lewls.
Sawyer wae waiping for my reports to oall the White House the next night
at Canton,0hio. Yes that night they burned Lewls in Bffigy. We carried
Ohlioe After submitting the new steel tape alroraft shell to Louis Johnson
and then the War Department out loose the publiocity under # 070,I get
kioked about by Gen. Adams. Wgo gave the story out on Jan., I35, I940,and
the oredit I get is mentioned as the unidentified Amerlican, What happened
to the idea of my Tankettes that were to slide off rumners into planes.

Now all thls brings me to why abuse Sawyer.




Everything I can do to assist the President or my Country is based
on the loyal devotion of Mr. Charles Sawyer to these things.

Yot our new National Chairman Ed. Flynn,gives Sawyer the bums rush,so
that the Davey orowd can keep things hot along with the well lmown liguor
seller in the Davey administration and subgeoct for disbarment during that
period,one Congressman Steve Young,AT LARGE BTILL of Ohios Who has Just
sold the Demooratie Ohioc Members of Congress Apass a resolution that
in Republican Distriots,Young will select the names of the newly
appointed Postmasters and other jobs. Can you see the mess we have on our
hands in those Counties that have a Republiocan Congressman,the Democratic
County Chairmen receivihg a nojice from Young that he is the one to give
out jobs. Well if you want another Davey setup in Ohio,it will surely ocome
that way as Young has a contact office in the Neil House run by a former
Davey contact woman by the name of Jos Saul and believel\she knows how
to take it ine Here is a bunch of Demooratio eleoted Congressmen who were afrald
to mention your Chief's name in the last election(cheok their speeches,they thought
Ohio was going Willkcdle,but I workgbn Lewks at Sawyer's request and won) I
followed them around and can baock that up,now they want to run things,
we dont have a Statesman today in the whole bunch,but Saywer proves he ise
So I want Flynn to be notified to at least play decent Demooratic Politics
and notify Sawyer that he is the one to clear patronage throughe I am sorry
to be so orude aBout this but we are siok at heart having this nitwit
in our hair. I think that its almost a insult to anyone when Young stated
Friday prior to the Inauguration that he would not cocktail or eat with
Sawyer. Well the President has and so have you as I recall the dinner on the
traine This is the type of a man that has runied the Party in Ohio. Close
investigation of the people landing jobs might show how the office id
being operated in Columbus for hime

Flynn should impi politios well enough from his days as sheriff of
the Bronx,when I prepared oases for trial at thmtime, that the true
leadership of the Party should rest in the hands of the man that delivers.
Sinoe we had such a tiglwad as MoSweeney running,we lost as he spent only
$2800,yet spent six thousand on hki& home last year,this was no fault of
Sawyers or the Party. But since we have no Senator and Sawyer as National
Committeeman was to deliver for the Chief,I think that Flynn should be
told to do something about this as quick as possiblee This must done in
a hurry. Because only next yearTHE PRESEDENT WILL NEED CONGRESSMEN WHEN
THEY WILL BE MOST IMPORTANT,HOW ARE WE GOING TO GET THEM IN THIS PIVOT
STATE WITH A MESSED UP PARTY MACHINE LEAD BY A MAN THAT AS A CONGRESSMAN
AT LARGE HAS HIS OWN BAR ASSOCIATION TRYING TO CONVICT HIM.

OR SHOULD CHARLES SAWYER PRODUCE AGAIN FOR THE PRESIDENT.

In short & few other things that out our hearts out id Dr. Carl Watson
of the WPA in Ohio,who has gone out of his way to block and insult the Party,
we now have the information that he has placed his 0.K. on vouchers that are
out of line so some of his friends oould keep other jobs and eto. This is
sbout ready to hit the papers. James Dunton of this office has the records.




Grace Glasocoyh,head of Wages and hours in this Skate and mind you also
head of the Office of Government Reports,is another bunny that is causing '
us plenty of trouble, There is quite a scandal ready to break ouf on her
for hiding the Shelby Bhoe Company file,the labor orowd will make something
out of this as we received the ingromation from them. She was just taking
care of some of hereold Party Republiocans that she belonged to prior to being
kicked into this office by Benediot Crowell who had been her boss. How .
she hires the Commy candidate from Missouri for Governor a few years ago
to run th.office of Wages and Hours in the stolid oity of Cinecimmati,
without even contacting Mr. Sawyer in his héme town. So the Tafts laugh -
and laugh at the Democtmkid Patty in Ohlio being kicked around by these
former Hepublicans as the above orap shodting lady lmown as Lou 1s doing
to us and my chief Mr. Bawyers

To get my om beef in,I was slated for her job as in charge of
Government Reports in this Region but she sent word that Lowell Mellett
would make me work under her as assistant. Well Mellett has my ideas on that,
I am still a Demoorat and want to work as one but not under a throat
ocutting Republican. You still want Congressmen next year and they wont
coms that waye Only a few weeks ago Paul MoNubtt hires Republican Governor
Brickers candidate for the Ohio Board of Education a man from Washington
Court House as the head of the Army Recreation Division. Takim the beating
I did in trying to explain that away and one would wonder why Z-my Irish
is up in the air. Paul will do well in Ohio when he starts looking for
delegatesn,

Now I rush this because it has more feeling than it shows except for
errors., Not minding that I still am fighting to have some one call Mr,.
Sawyer and our National Committeewoman Mrs Jaster to meet with the
President and Flynm, Get this as quiock as possible,please think what it
means in the future,.

The average man on the street today approves of the action against
strikes., I have one suggestion that a Federal Cowdidinator should be placed
in each County in this country with equal powers of the local government
to see that all funotions the Federal Government is part of should be
properly operating. This would keep the opposition from stealing all
the positions like they have in the State of Ohio and the Army at Camp
Shelby and at least give our own Party an equal break. I have a complete
plan on this that will give a quiock check on how the reqular Federal work
is flowing clear through to Washington.

One more important matter is that I heard today from a fine Demooratic
Lawyer,that last week the man that subbed for Viheeler at Indiandpolis,hedd
a seoret meeting after it was over,trying to setup a group to try and impeach
the President. If youbwant more on this I will get it.

Sorry to have to ask tu bear with me on this,but someone must see
the President and get Ohio on’the right road. Advise Mellett that he will
find I % on the truth,check with Captain Viotor Harding or Yiglly Hopkins,

I am under the impression you like m@r boss Mr. Sawyer,l am oconfide
the President does also but I am at loss why Flynn refuses to come ‘ahraugh

We WILL DELIVER FOR OHIO AGAIN YEAR BUT NEED PRESIDENTIAL HELP HW
Sincerely Jmurs. - A‘ } Publio Relations Department,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

g June 26, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE

Will you look into this
and reply to Mr. Charlee D. Huston?

F. D. R.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
DES MOINES, lowa

June 23, 1941

Personal

Hon., Franklin D. Roosevelt
President United States
White House
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. President:
This note i1s actuated by rumors.
Should you find my services as Col-
lector for Iowa satisfactory, I would be
pleased to continue.
Very truly yours,

Dotz

Chas. D, Huston
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L}J’ THE WHITE HOUSE
\ WASHINGTON June 25, 1941

em dum For The President. .
Tom Corcoran - Solicitor General

I have prepured a draft of reply to Mr, Justice Reed who has written
you recommending Tommy Corcoran as Solicitor General, of course on the
assumption that Francis Biddle goes up.

Some time ago you sent me a note from Bill Douglas in which he said
that he and Justice Black also recommend Tom for Solicitor General. Your
memorandum said "To speak to me about. F.D.R." I have been unable to see
you since that time.

If Tom Corcoran would be a real Solicitor General, he would be the best
this Administration has ever had. He would make Stanley Heed look silly. He
would be considerably better than was Bob Jackson, which is indeed high
praise.

But the question is would he be a Solicitor General or would he continue
to do all the other things he has always done? He can't do both. Next to
the Supreme Court, the position of Solicitor General is the highest legal
position in the country and should have corresponding dignity and aloofness
from any other pursuit,

Some time ago Felix Frankfurter asked me to come down and talk to him,
and asked me frankly whether I thought you would appoint Tom as Solicitor
General. I told him I had no idea but I was, frankly, doubtful,

F.F. cited me a similar case in which Lincoln wanted to appoint somecne
to the Supreme Court but hesitated for months because the man in question
had Presidential ambitions and was not the kind to give them up, He finally
exacted a promise of "no politics" and made the appointment. Two weeks later
the distinguished Justice was again rumning for President at top speed. (Since
I have forgotten his name, he evidently didn't do so well),

So such promises are doubtful. But if you could get such an un-
mistakable and clear promise, there could be no greater Solicitor General.
Most people have forgotten it, but Tom is a brilliant legal scholar and, what
is more important in a Solicitor General, has a felicity and clarity of ex-
pression both in formal and informal talk surpassing any other lawyer I have
ever heard in court.

In Tom's present frame of mind, I don't know whether such a promise, even
if made, would stick.

There is also the more obvious disadvantage - confirmation, It is a well-
known fact that Tom is campaigning for the job. It is rumored that certain
Senators have said there would be a bitter fight over confirmation, including

an exhaustive investigation into his private law practice during the past few
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months. This also disturbs F.F., who does not think it would do the Court
too much good to have such a public quarrel. It would certainly do you no
good,

If this matter were held up a month or so, it may die of its own welght,
In other words, it may be one of Tom's mercurial and brief ideas, as was the
Assistant Secretaryship of thea Navy, about which he seems to have lost all
interest. Also, during the Summer months there is no need for a Solicitor
General. Petitions for certiorari must of course be prepared, as also must
the early cases for the Qctober term, but the Solicitor General's office
is excellent in its professional talent.

Parenthetically I should like to add that this is not true of the
Attormey General, especially in time of national emergency. I do not know
whether you plan to appoint Francis Biddle but if you do, it should be done
soon because the Department of Justice is already beginning to drift a little
bit. I have noticed it recently in several instances. Biddle is only human
and 1s not going to "get his neck out" on controversial issues. Also, as
time goes on, J. Edgar Hoover will be dropping more of his "poison" about
Ziddle on the Hill.

All of these things considered, the best Solicitor General since Thacher,
and including him, would be Tommy Corcoran.

J HK

James Rowe, Jr.
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WABHINGTON

June 28, 1941
BYRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
HENORANDUN FOR
HOR. JAMES H. ROWE

Please speak to me about
this.

F. D. R.
Enclosures

Let to FDR from Tom Corcoran, 3212

Gerfield Street, Ii. W., Weshington, D. C.
6/£2/41 re the poesibility of the
Preésident nominating him as Asst. Sec Navy,
Chalrman RFC or Solicitor General, Justice
Dept. Would prefer Solicitor Generalship
but will 4o whatever the President thinks
beet.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

COPY
June 26, 1941

MEMORAIIDUE FOR  HON. TOr CORCORAN

Dear Tom:

I hed wented much to see you
before leaving but I heve really had
to ecut my cloth %o two or, et the most,
three of the Army end Nevy people as
my sole visitore for the pest two
weelke., I s8till feel a blt weak but
I count on seelng you very soon after
I zet back next week.

As ever yours,
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