WASHINGTON

' o nEE )
/ THE WHITE HOUSE %U;ﬂm‘fi

B"’t.ﬂhr a‘ 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM ROWE ,

1. I heard yesterday that I

was about to put MoKinney into
the l.r.ﬂ., the 8.E.C, or the

¥.,0.C0,, all of whioh was news

to me.

2, I 40 not remember seelng
him, although it is possible
that he was introduced to me.

3« Of ocourse, I 414 not tell
him the cook-and-bull story
whioh you mention in your
memo yendum,

¥. D. R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 2, 1941
Memorandum For The Pre

Frank McKinney

There is a story going around today which I do
not credit. It is this:

Frank McKinney is an Indiana banker who served
very well during the 1940 campaign as Vice Chairman
(uncer Wayne Johnson) of the Democratic Finance Com-
mittee. Wayne Johnson has been actively pushing him
for some position in the government (this is true).
Some time ago Jesse Jones brought McKinney to the
White House. At that time you told McKinney you were
golng to appoint Eicher to the Circuit Court Judgeship,
Gillette having withdrawn his objection, and would
make McKinney Chairman of the SEC.

That is the story and, as I say, I am quite sure
it is not true. On the remote chance it is, I think
it should be pointed out that while McKinney himself
1s & clean and honorable man, he is in the pocket of
Frank McHale, who would then become the SEC "lawyer-
fixer". Anyone who knows McHale knows this would
happen,

As a matter of fact, I think this is McHale's
build-up for McKinney for the next vacancy. When
that occurs, it seems to me the McKinney-McHale
connection should be very carefully checked.

As a matter of fact McKinney did sce Jesse Jones
in an attempt to get the RFC vacancy. Jones told
him he would back him for the SEC.

#14<

ames Rowe, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ﬁaptambar 12, 1921
KIZORANDUM FOR JIM ROVIE:

Will you please talk to
Franeis Biddle about this and get

hir: to start the rachinery?

E.‘U -H-

Re: Jim Carey
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THE WHITE HOUSE w

WASHINGTON &
September 16, 1941

emorandum For The Presid

gaggn;1§ Speaches

I gave you a memorandum about the advisability
of having Frank Walker and Leo Crowley make speeches
along the line of the recent Knights of Columbus ad-
dress by Mr. Justice Murphy. You sent me the follow-
ing memorandum:

"I think this is an excellent idea. Will you
speak to Leo and Frank asbout it for me and I will
follow it up? F.D.R."

I have spoken to them both.

(1) Frank Walker will address the Indiana Demo-
cratic Editorial Association at French Licks, Indiana
this coming Saturday, He will speak on a national
hook-up. I emphasized to him that his speaking as
a Catholic about the Russian angle was important,
However, I have had a preview of the speech and there
is no reference to the Russians, In my opinion, this
makes it just another speech by a cabinet officer up=-
holding the President's foreign policy, which is not
particularly startling. I thought the emphasis should
be on a cabinet member, who is a Catholie, defends
American aid to Russia.

However when I again made this point, I was told
the Postmaster General had discussed his speech with
you and that you had approved,

(2) Leo Crowley will accept the next good speak-
ing invitation he receives from a State Catholic group,
of which he gets a great number monthly. He will also
arrange to get a national hook-up and Crowley says he
will make it "as tough" as necessary.

Therefore, it does not seem to be necessary for you
to follow it up,

James Rowe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTOMN

September 16, 1941

M For Mr, P r
time C 8

Demoeratic Chairman Flynn requests
that no appointment to the Maritime Com-
mission be made until his return on October
first.

I have not yet discussed this matter
with the President, but he may make a sudden
appointment, without my knowledge, so I am
giving you this prior warning.

) Ui

James Howe, Jr.
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THE'WHlTE HOUSE

, WASHINGTON

September 22, 1941

Memorandum For The President,
Glavis

Once again, Francis Biddle wants to
get rid of Glavis, who is a political
appointment on the Contract Labor Appropria-
tion of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, These appointees do no work what—
soever,

I do not know the background on why
the Administration has kept Glavis so long,
but I am told there is a reason.

Should Biddle let him go or should he
be kept on a while longer? There has been
some Congressional eriticism, not of Glavis,
but of the use of this pay roll for political

reasons, -Q

James Rowe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 24, 19/1

Memorandum For The P 2

LaGuardia — Morris

Dave Niles tells me LaGuardia wants Ambassador
Morris to head the "Democrats for LaGuardia" Committee
in the Mayoralty race. Morris is willing to but has
always been an organization Democrat and does not
want to do so unless it is all right with you.
LaGuardia does not want to ask you, professing such
a question from him would be "indelicate'", He has
asked Niles to find out.

I asked Niles to tell the Mayor I would try but
that I was having a great deal of difficulty in
seeing you on political matters and that if I could
not get an answer, silence was not to be construed
as either "no" or lack of interest, but just lack of
time to talk about this kind of problem.

In other words, we have tried to make sure that
you have an "out" if you don't want to do anything,

e

James Howe, Jr.

N
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THE WHITE HOUSE ¥
WASHINGTON

September 25, 1941

Memorandum For Grace Tully,

Dear Grace:

L

-C. F. Williams

I understand you know something about this.
Gardner Jackson tells me the following story:

The President has held several off-the-record conferences with a
man named C, F. Williams of Cincinnati, Ohio, who is President of the
Western Southermn Life Insurance Company. Williams is a very prominent
Catholic layman, being a Knight of Malta and also a close personal friend
of the Pope; in fact he entertained the Pope when, as Secretary of State,
he visited this country,

Williams, William Safford, Vice President of the insurance company
and also a prominent Catholic 1 » @nd Charles West are to leave tomorrow
by clipper for Home. They are to be a follow-up mission to the Fope, on
the theory they can do more to present the President's views than could
Myron Taylor.

These off-the-record conferences with the President were held some
weeks ago. These men have had a difficult time getting visas and trans-
portation space., Meanwhile the situation has changed materially, such as
the Russian situation, the publicity about Taylor, etec.

Williams still thinks he can do something but he wonders if the trip
should not be postponed.

Also someone has been telking too much about this and, confidentially,
Williams and Safford believe it is West. 4 story appeared this morning
in the Cincinnati papers that Williams is leaving for Rome to follow up
Taylor's mission. They are quite sure that this story was put out by the
Italian Embassy in Washington which is seeking, probably successfully, to
undermine their mission before they start.

West tells them he has had several conversations with you and that you
had spoken to the President about the advisability of their goinge tomorrow.
According to West, the President says they should still go ahead, They
say, frankly, they do not trust West and want to make another check at
the White House, particularly in view of today's newspaper story,

JHI

James Rowe, Jr.




September 26, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR JIi ROWE:

I agree that we should do some-
thing to recognize Dan. I do not think
the 1dea of having various people report
on conditions on the home front is good.
It orosses wires with other work and the
proposed monthly reports would actually
be written by subordinates.

Try to think up something else.
How about &n official trip to England
under the auspices of OPNY

F.D.R.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 22, 1941

Memorandum For The President,

For your information. I know
Dan Tobin's faults, having shared an office
next to him for some months, but perhaps he
should have a pat on the back,

I also believe he is correct
about Labor's present attitude.

214

s Rowe, Jr,




JOHNSON & SHORES

WAYNE JOHMNSON | EAST 570 STREET

NEW YORK September 20, 1941

Myr. James Howe, '
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Jim:

I am enclosing a very long-winded letter I have
recelved from Dan Tobin.

I talked to him on the telephone for about an
hour. I think Dan has been ignored, or at least has
not had the recognition he should have, particularly in
view of the fact he headed the Labor Division in the last
campalgn. I wish there was some honorary appointment,
even 1f of temporary character, which we could give him
as he is about the only outstanding labor leader who has
really gone to bat for the President with both fists.

Kindest regards,

Sincerely,

P.5. I have thought for a long time that if the President

could appoint one man say from each Federal Heserve




Mr. James Howe

District on a Committee to report to him once

a month on conditions on the Home Front, it would
have a good effect on morale throughout the

country. Should the President take kindly to this

suggestion, I think Dan would make an excellent

member.

W.d.




AFFILIATED WITH THE

AMERICAN FEDERATION«*LABOR

O i o L InDianaPOLLS, IND.
Z1L EAST MICHIGAM STREET
- . September 11, 1941
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Mr. Wayne Johnson F:\L-GEIVED.‘

1 East Fifty-seventh Streefc 1041
New York City > :

ERSON & SHCTES
Dear Wavne: JOSRSG __w——‘l

[

I have received requests from members of the Committee to
Defend America, asking me for statements and to deliver ad-
dresses, ete. I have done my share of this work and have tak-
en it on the neck, and between you and me, it seems to me that
the top men in Washington don't seem to understand the feeling
of the people. The masses of the people are against the ad-
ministration and its war or defense policy, as it appears to
me around these Middle Western and farming states.

1 am chosen by a membership of between five and six hundred
thousand to represent them. I have had our General Executive
Board make declarations in their behalf; I have written re-
peated articles in our joyrnal, trying to uphold the adminis-
tration, but I again repeat the Leaders don't seem to realize
that the masses of the working people are against them, and
there are very few doling anything to offset this opinion or to
sell to the masses of the workers the real issues for which the
Roosevelt administration will be held responsible by the nation.
I am Just beginning to feel that I am foolish to be sticking

my neck out when apparently there isn't anything done about the
situation in Washington. The masses of the workers throughout
the nation with whom I come in contact, if they were asked to
vote today on whether or not they should approve the Roosevelt
policy of defense, or of our aid to Britain, or of stopping
Hitler, would, in my judgment, vote against it.

Bear this in mind--we have national labor men attempting to
sabotage the government by lining up vith the opposition headed
by Wheeler, Lindbergh, etec. Right here in this building from




Mr. Wayne Johnson - 2 - September 11, 1941

which I am writing in Indianapolis, the head of a very large
International Union is side by side with Wheeler, Lindbergh

and John Lewls, and a great multitude of the tollers, organized
and unorganized, are listening to them.

The meeting which I addressed in Cineinnati would have been a
wash-out were it not for my own members who attended, and' then
they were half-hearted in their attendance. Bishop Hobson pre-
sided over this meeting. Lindbergh and Wheeler are having
enormous overflow meetings everywhere.

I am enclosing a sample of the kind of letters which come to
our office. This letter is 1in regard to an article that I
had written in our publication, but this Communist in Hollywood,
believing that Mr. Gillespie, our National Secretary, wrote
the article, addressed his answer to Mr. Gillespie. Our pub-
lication goes into the homes of five hundred thousand members
each month, and each month I endeavor to write in there some-
thing supporting the administration in its defense policy. I
don't know why I continue to take the abuse and the distrust
of a large portion of the workers and toilers who within a
year seemingly have lost confidence in our leadership.

One year ago tonight, President Roosevelt opened up his cam-
paign for the third term at the convention of the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters in Constitution Hall, Washington,

D. C., and addressed eighteen hundred delegates representing
half a million men, and from out of that meeting and address
sprung complete victory.

One year from now when a Congressional election is on, un-
less conditions change, it will be difficult for Demoerats who
are supporting the administration to win in many districts.
lhree years from now when the National election is on, I can
see no hope for the Democratic Party, judging from present con-
ditions. Almost anything can happen in that time.

With best wishes, I am

DJT = M4
Enc.
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This letter would be a good Newsreel Cludb
by line for next months Hollywood, Calif.
magazine,? Beptember 6th 1941

Mr J.M.Gillespie.

Dear 8ir. F

I have Just finished reading & co;y of your m:nthly nmagazine, wiich is
written on your neme in the name of Labor, Labor today is mpited it is
calling names to one znother, and playing right into the hands of the money
powers of this country of ours.

You mention a great American and Irishman, Rev Futher York, who all his
1life fought for & united Labor Front, and the rights of the worzing man to have
& sy in the cause of Lubor and the freedon of his country.

Thank Wod, Pather York, is not living today, to see how the leaders of
the Labor he fought for, are becoming stooges of gh@ money powers of America,
and selling the renk and file of Laber short tec gzin there own ends, and
become the tools of the present government who are using Labor as stooges to
get aid to Europe who is out side of our rowers slwsys, as Father York told
the people of San Francisco rany times. :

Before this war 13 over Labor will be sold down the river, by men like
you and Green and Tobins ete, vho crave money and power as stooges of the
white house, to g72in your ovm ends at the expence of the man in the street
whorays his dues every month 'o & bunch of gansters who Father Yor: if alive
today would denounce from every nlatfors in the country, as h+s denouvnced the !
British in the rast for there treatment of small nations, the Britizh that g
you and your stooges are helpinz tc bankerupt the Ameriean Taxpayers with,
but you sitting in with the present government are getting your eut from
the tax payers monies.

I am a newsreel man, @nd a good union man, but the uni ns in America
today are selling Labor down the river, and you and yours will regret the
stands you have tzken in this war, when it 13 over, and you will reeczll many
early st:tements Fether York told Lebor in the rast, Labor eczn only co.e out
o top with a UNITFD Front. instead of your union cutting the neck of another
union, the big money rowers fgjoy thet, and men like you get your :rice from .
both sides, jJust like one of your stooges got from the movie mem out here
in hellywood, nc wonder Labor 1s not trusting its Leaders, they ar: tuking
money fro both sides, and remember you and your lesders are &t thers kight
of your careers right now, so nm 2ll you cen,

¥e news men have the pulse of the Ameriean rublic, and notmetter what
you tell the r:nk and file about this wir, there is 907 of the people want
no part of this country going over to fight for Brition and the money
interest of Wall St, the men in the White House knows the Ameriean Publie
want know part of tﬁis war, but he is putty in the hands of British Diplomats,
Just 22 you Lebor lesders ar~ putty in the hands of the man in the White
House, who wants war at sny cost to save the British Empir:, that the Great
Father York denoumced as the Empire that has alw:ys been the desturber of
worlds cezce.

England 1s a great nation, end are making us look 1ike & bunch of
suckers, &s we were in the last war, we ray the piper and they will tell us as
they did beforeg, that they won the war.

/




Wake Up, and help Labor now, becsuse the runk and file are wise to the
course that Labor 1s heading for after this war. y.u at the tor and gusts et
White House for lunch, are blind in your grab for rower end position in the
pay of the Government, thit arc using Labor for there own ends znd. gains.

i ghis 15 good aiv%ce from one who 1s sincere as Father York was in his
st or America an abor, we need badly t o W the sh:}gggi
that control the Labor uni ns of thiﬁnéﬁée grecat eifEhn uﬁgg}y, before
wag given by itg Government to Erition.

' J Yours for A UNITFD Labor.

(S} HF:TT'I .ﬁ.mﬂld. A.S5.C,

This letter expresses the orinions
of many of us at this club whc zre
close to the rulse of Emerica.




B-gr Grace:

Could you make sure the President
sees this just before Stevenson sees
him?

e {Eﬁfm/—%.f‘/
W

LY J- H- R-
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
September 29, 1941

Memorandum For The President.

n Johnsen — "C n St s

I understand "Coke" Stevenson, Governor of
Texas, will see you within the next few days
at the request of Sam Rayburm.

Stevenson has long been anti-Administration
and could be described as a personally pleasant
Bourbon. However, during the last Texae election,
he told Lyndon Johnson he would support him if
O'Daniel did not run. If O'Daniel would run
and win, Stevenson pointed out he would be
Governor, which he wanted to be.

Lyndon hopes that when you see Stevenson
you might be willing to refer to the fact you
know Stevenson would have supported Johnson if
possible. At any rate he hoped you could give
Stevenson some indiecation that he, Lyndon, is
still persona grata at the White House.

j ek

James Rowe, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
CONFIDENTIAL October 2, 1941

Hemnr&ndm_u For The President.
Tommy Corcoran

I gave you a memorandum (attached) September 24th,
suggesting the appointment of the Solicitor General be
held up for a while so as not to embarrass Tommy, You
sent it on to Franecis Biddle, who yesterday also asked
you to hold it up for a few weeks.

A drive is now beginning for Ben Cohen. I fear it
will be the same sort of thing as the Corcoran drive and
if there is any delay in this nomination it will merely
serve to reopen old wounds. Furthermore, whatever the
press would say now about. a rebuke to Tommy would be
said three weeks from now anyway .

Therefore, I would like to wlthdraw my suggestion
and to express my hope that, whether it is Fahy or
Acheson, it be done soon. I had a talk with Franeis
Biddle today, who now confidentially agrees with me,’
despite 'his comments yesterday,

Naturally Tommy knows nothing sbout this,

gk

James Rowe, Jr.




CoPY
September 24, 1941

L

Memoran For The sid

Tom Corcoran

I know, of course, that you are not going to
appoint Tommy Corcoran as Solicitor General., If it
is true that you are going to appoint Charles Fahy,
that will be a brilliant appointment. I do not
think anyone can disagree.

Tom now seems resigned to the fact he is not
going to get it. I, and the rest of his friends,
hope however that the appointment of Fahy, or who-
ever it may be, can still be held up for a while.
This is because of the vicious attack by Stokes
in the Scripps-Howard newspaper on Tommy the past
two weeks., I do not know the merits of the con-
troversy over the Sterling consent decree, but I
do know Stokes has never made any effort to hear both
sides. This bears all the earmarks of the same
sort of campaign that was waged against Harry Hopkins
by Stokes during the Senatorial election in Kentucky.
To appoint someone now to the job everyone knows
Tom wants would look as though you were agreeing with
his enemies.

I do not see how delay can effect the work of
the Court. Fahy is Acting Solicitor General and
the office of the Solicitor General has been prepar-
ing the Supreme Court cases all Summer. Nor can
delay effect Fahy adversely.

James Rowe, -Jr.




Dotty:

I am quite sure you have the rest
of this file in your CONFIDENTTAL
files. Will you put this with it?

Eitty
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

Federul Burean of Fnvestigution
Hnited Btates Bepurtment of Justice
Washington, 8. C.

October 3, 1941
SPECTAL MESSENG

FERSONAL AND

Mr. James Rowe, Jr.

Admind strative Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Rows:

With final reference to your request
for an investigation of one Siegfried Wallner,
there is transmitted herewith one copy each of
the following described reports reflecting the
results of further investigation conducted by
this Bureau:

The report of Special Agent
¥William K. Harvey, dated May 26,
1941, at New York City.

The report of Special Agent
H. F. Howard, dated July 7, 1941,
at Boston, Massachusetts.
Investigation in this matter is hereby
' concluded unless you specifically request furthe
action to be taken by this Bureau.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures \J. | PR N TP




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No, 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT HEw _, N X WY rie= no. m )
RIEDSGRT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE FERICD FOR MEFORT MADE BY
WHICH MADE
MEW YORK CITY 5/3%/8 »36/43 WILLIAN K. NARVEY
TITLE CHARACTER OF CABE
SIEOTIIED WALLNER NIBCELLANEOUS -
INFORATION CONCERNING.
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Sesretaries of NIU Willkis Clubs and First Ald

:
5
T
i

!
:
i
|
g

i
iy
i it
S
A

g
;E
;
i
:

;
i
s’t
;!;,

Ar'?:wu}: mr.: l"""-';"""""’ DO HOT WRITE |H THESK SPACER

GOFIES OF THIS REFONT

{5 pwrenn (2 ene.) (aam)
2 v York

U8, BOVIREMMEAT FRINTING OFFICE & 10d)— O - Fpladn




HAH L I Fgﬁealsﬂz' £350 KL
HE HT M B 515
Ei@;iélg'gg i 533:&@:; 5&515‘;?5’ ;*EEEEE L 4
BE! atggsz l éigfgs ifngiégggigii o li:ggﬁ
EgrE:sEEEE :

§rals’y E
ki
Es';u,;;aiql 1H!
4

()

izt ES?E "

fo

EE;EEEE
g!iil

ags

!
patte i pth Fte gt
g e,

;Efqg?ggi E: 'Q:_




ERESEREIEE & §EfE BRERE Een
Eugzaigailg if F ol gfgg*'* i
THH IR L T
ey fey Hade B
E ig.ist % 4T
it G M o
Ry s¥ H 2 g :
J E;ﬁ,;g%é’gé Iz iféj A
S fyEbgizeade gfi ebeEel ElRie
AT IEEE Beglt FH A sgety
BESHE B o fin
EHET T e R
HitH éﬁzf (A
iigﬁfifia'é :gFEE if 5‘?5 : S;E







3

g Afp¥ga E Fsp
1 pdde g g
A iy e i
Moy it L
fc0 pagiphs gedfED pRERGC
T T
5 il il

s B2-f dgEplti BeREcR Fyioc.
Ll gt e i

3 > B - ﬂ'- 2
AT §§§E§ Efgué
SR L
i i gl e
WO g P

Loy
wmrpxoxdds
307d eTY3

oy Jwum
o

¥ LT3uenbeeqns
ouTy oyl 9w dyrosmuwm
"POTITIUSPT 0q pnOD 3%

o

7 oo

VENENNVL LESETV o3 jo
Pue “HOVENINAVL Jo XNMSL

Lrgqeuopyeenbun szeu
iseal Cr J0 OF L1e3
9881 OU exoq aum
S¢TH pouomsendb uey quedy

furpaefex L1y
0,
2
UMOI) SuM 3

‘8J8M 37 JO S3USjU0D J0WXe

03 JO WOIJ ewmD

¥ eoumTqw

¥

J8Y 03 peyTqIYXe
psunse puw

IPYY pesTApY eqg

ﬁ“:ﬁ-nul

AMHON Jo WA

|

*ONI
e B COMI
°q

*snoqe usmodzoy puw Leus

‘17 £q

3 UT eousIsyITp
3
FEM
puw
.18
J

I8y
INNBL o3 TTe
3BT 37 moym

ou PRy oys pue ‘3%
® 8 Kk

porusnd Lrea
cefqua

%

‘oTdoed querszymp Lrextiue

v puw fele
omqoyd gededsmeu w

sen exoyy jwpy f
TR PORWe IENVU esIN




62-7071

mtmmumuuauﬁ.tm,whmmu
donations, were to be given a 2f commdssion, and that estimates
nﬁtulturﬁlnhhﬂmlﬂdthdhrlmmm
CORP. of Wew York Ccity.

ghe stated that nothing in subject's actions
durtn;thnti.mtlhlhuhﬂnhhmuhiwnmdh
arouse her suspieions, except that he assumed a vory mysterious
attitude toward everything,

She had no knowledge of the attorney, CRAVENW,
who allegedly first accused subject of being a Nasi agent,

She also advised that subject had told her that
he recently had a long conference with PAUL V. MCNUTT, Foderal
Security Administrator, regarding a pPlan of the subject's to
furnish entertaimnment for the draftees at camp,

ilss RAMEY stated that she knew very little
about the actual solicitation methods used by the Kits Com-
mittee, but stated that she had heard it rumored that solicita-
tion letters had been sont by subject, or by somebody under his
direstion, to the members of the contributors' list of the
WILLKIE Independent Clubs, a copy of which 1ist she knows that
subject took to the Kits Committes offices. She advised that urs.
VIROINIA McAULIFFE could give agent complete information con-
cerning the personnel and activitios of the Kits Committee, and
stated that Mrs. McAULIFFE is absolutely reliable and could be

depended upon,

Agent recontacted Mrs, ADA DAVIS, 17 Rast 9th
Street, concerning the possibdlity of any connection between
subject or TENNY and MURDER, INC. Mrs. Davis stated that she re-
m&mtinﬁmufmmthwWEm-m
headsd "Murder, Ine." in the Willkie offices some two or three
months ago and stated that she herself destroyed it while clean-
ingoutth-tlblnﬁrmrm:ltmrnudmu-m. Mrs.
Davis stated that she did not read this manuscript but that she
mthltatmmﬁ-ltwthnutoflm.hm
instructions and some material concerning baseball was also found
in the desk, The newspaper picture of ATBERT "ALLIE® TANNENBAUM
of M m-, above l'lflmd tﬂ, e .mh’.m to Mra. Davis
and she stated that it was definitely not the picture of TENNY
and that she had never seen anybody resembling that picture befors.

Interrogation regarding the names of the personnsl
of NURDER, INC. failed to evoke any recognition from Mrs. DAVIS

(6)




mmmmnnumuwmmmum
wmrniuthhuiﬂrnrwiﬂmumm:hﬁ;html
mkh-mm, ING. lnﬂm-rmltjut,ndm
inclined to believe th.tth-uunnr-mmth-'lm.mmnh
offices headed "Murder, Ine,® had little, if my, significance,

Mrs, VIRGINIA MeAULIFFE, 2 (race cnm] mnu,n]
N, T., secretary to First Aid xits for British Civilians Com-
mittee, 17 East 42nd 3treet, New York City, informed agent that
she hes been employed regularly as a secretary at the offices
of the First Add kits for British Civilisns Committee since
sbout April 2, 1941, at a promised salary of $25 per week, none
of which has been paid, and stated that she was presently con-
templating resigning her position, Mrs, Mojpuliffe stated that
she understood that the idea for the First Add xits for British
Civilians Committee came originally from TENNY, or TANNENBAUNM,
but she stated that the subject is directing the affairs of the
Committee and that although his name does not appear on the
solicitation literature, he calls himself "Coordinatorr, she
stated that none of the persomnel of First pid Kits for British
Civilians Committee had been paid, although most of them had
been [romised salaries, and she stated that the personnel is as
fﬂllm:

SIEGFRIED WALLNER, Coordinator; allegedly working without com-
pensation,

KELSEY BURR, Atlantic Highlands, N, J., Assistant Goordinator and
personal friend of WALLNER; promised a salary of
from $50 to $100 a week,

RALPH FLORIO, address uninown, assistant to Wallner; promised

salary unknown,
mmwmrmu.mhrmwmr,
promised salary unimown,

HAROLD E, mrnrm-m-nwn.n,mm,
' marh‘w‘.-mm'

Apparently
mkingfurthnpminurnlnw,h:t-m
unknown,

MATTHEW SEDQWICK, Treasurer; very seldom at the offices and not
btli-ndtuh-mhng rnr:prmadlﬂm.

MBS, H, H, NEAL, 125 East 63rd St., New York City - Solicitation
Chairman; promised commissions amounting to ap-
proximately $50 a weelk, (It 45 to be noted that
Mrs. H, H, Neal recently severed all connection
with First Ald xits Committes, according to Mrs.
MeAULIFFE). o
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FARINELLA stated that subject had exhibited to
him one of the kits in which he proposed to put these materials
and that in his opinion the kit, as shown to him by subject, would
cost at least’'25¢ or 304, and stated that in view of that fact it was
his opinion that a complete first aid kit, as contemplated by subject,
would retail between §1.75 and §2.00, but stated that he had no accurete trade
information on which to base that opinionm.

FARINELLA possessed no further information concerning
either the mubject or the FIRST AID KITS FOR BRITISH CIVILIANS COMMITTEE,
and stated that he believed that subject came to REPUBLIC DHEMICAL CORP.
for an estimate because of a casual personal acquaintanceship with J. J.
DARVIN, the president of the organisation.

A search of the indices at the New York Public Library
failed to reveal any other 1iterature put out by the FIRST AID KITS FCR
ERITISH CIVILIANS COMMITTEE.

_ In view of the indefinite nature of the information re-

ceived, and the lack of evidence of any Federal law violation, no further
investigation is comtemplated by the New York field division unless hersafter
requested by the Bureau.

(1)




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT “ m .". FILE NO, M’ e
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEM MADE mlnoﬂn::ﬂ“ REFDORT MADE BY
BOSTON, MASS, T-1-42 | 7168 H. ¥. HOWARD
"™ CHANGED: SIRGFRIED WALLNER, with aliases TNt
Siegfried Weelner, Von Woelner MISCELLANEOUS -
INFORMATION CONCERNING

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: AXCEL B. QRAVEN, Orleans, Mase., scquainted with WALINER
Novesber, 1939 to Pebruary, 1940. Alse dmring sleetien
campaign, October and November, 1940 when
is WILIXIE's politiscal eampaign. WALLNER frequenkly teld

Ref of W. K. at New York J
erense: mt m?hluul Harvey Cisy,
Details: This %itle is being changed to inelude the alisses of

Al CRIBANS, MASS .

AXCEL B. GRAVEN, lawyer in New Yerk and formsr
oCfioor'in U. 3. Asy in Pizet Meedd mes

asquainted with WALLNER in Nevember, 1939
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 20, 1941

Hemorvendum For Miss LeHand,
Dear Wisey:
Sleglried Wallner

Some time ago you asked for an FBI
report on this man. I have the first FEI
report which indicstes the information
furmished you by Russell Davenport is
sorrect, but present information does not
yet cate whether there should be prose~
eution,

Do you wish, personally, to see sach
sucese report, or do you want it referred
to the Depurtment of Justice for prosecution,

if any grounds are developed?

In sny event since this is a confidential
government report, I would suggest you do
not send it to Ruasell Davenport,

James Howe, Jr,




May 6, 1941

Confidential

P

Memorendum For: !r. Edward A, Tesm
Federal Bureeau of Imvestigatiop

Department of Justice

Dear Ed:
This 1s the matter I spoke to you about

on the telephone.
Very sincerely,

James Rowe, Jr.
Administrative Assistant
to the President

Disposition Slip, War Department to A.C. of £+ G-2, signed by Orlando Tard,
Lt. Col., General Staff "Have you anything on this Man"? 5/1/41.

Original and copy of memo from J. A. Lester, Lt. Col., General Staff,

to Lt. Col. Ralph C. Smith, re Siegfried Wallner, th~t there is no record
of Wallner being a member of the militery establishment.

Memo from Miss LeHand to Gen. Watson, re Russell Davenport's request for
inguiries about Wallner, head of "First-Aid Kits for British Civilians
Committee". 4/30/41.

Memo from Gen. Watson 5/5/41 to Miss LeHand saying thst the War Department
says Mr. Wellner is not a Reserve Officer and has no connection with the
military establishment nor have they any information on the "First-Ald Kits

For British Civilians Committee",
Memo 5/6/41 to Mr. Rowe from Grace Tully: "This is the gentleman about whom
I spoket to you on the telephone. Will you do the necessary and give us a

report?n,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 20, 1941
Memorandum For Miss LeHand.

Dear Missy:
Siegfried Wallner

Some time ago you asked for an FBI
report on this man. I have the first FEI
report which indicates the information
furmnished you by Russell Davenport is
correct, but present information does not
yet indicate whether there should be prose-
cution. '

Do you wish, perscnally, to see each
succeeding report, or do you want it referred
to the Department of Justice for prosecution,
if any grounds are developed?

In any event since this is a confidential
government report, I would suggest you do
not send it to Russell Davenport.

)i

James Rowe, Jr,




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

Federal Burean of Frmestigation
HAnited Stutes Bepartment of Fustice

Wushington, B. .

May 17, 1941
FERSONAL AND

BY SPECIAL MESSENGER

Mr, James Rowe, Jr.

Administrative Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Howe:

Immediately upon your request of Lr. E. A.
Tamm of this Bureau for an investigation of one
Siegfried Wallner, who is reputedly at the head of
the First Aid Kits for British Civilians Committee,
I caused such investigation to be initiated and I am
now in receipt of the results of the investigation
completed to date which are transmitted herewith in
the attached memorandum.

This investigation is continuing and as the
results thereof are received in this Bureau they will
be furnished to you.

Sincerely yours,

. 1"1zi:§hﬂw 'h41r1rvuLa\a
Enelosure Q




Yay 17, 1941

MELDRANDURS

Mr. Ronayme Sullivan, Assistant Director, Division of
Charities Licensing, New York City Department of Vielfare, advised
that his department has no record of subject or of the First Aid
Kits for British Civilians Committee, its activities, or its
personnel,

Mr, William H. Harris, vice-president, Fortune lagazine,
and lr. Hugh Fosburgh, assistant to Russell Davenport, editor of
Fortune liagazine, informed that they had becoms interested in subject
and the First Aid Kits for British Civilians Committee through
Russell Davenport's political commitments, and that they had for a
period of some three weeks been conducting a discreet, undercover
investigation of Wallner's activities and the activities of the First
Add Kits for British Civilians Committee. They stated that they had
been unable to ascertain any information of value concerning Wallner
and had been unable to locate his present address, occupation or
source of income, other than the fact that he is connected with the
First Aid Kits for British Civilians Committee at 17 Bast 42nd Street.

The results of their investigation show that the Chairman
of the committee is a Harold H. Newberry, whose address is 30-50 Perry
Avenue, Bronx, New York, and that so far as they can ascertain he is
either unemployed or is employed as a salesman at an approximste
salary of 340,00 a week at the Cullo Stone and Tile Company, Bronx,
New York. Harris and Fosburgh stated that Wallner has been very active
in the Independent Willkie Club organization at 100 Fast 42nd Street,
New York City, and that at a "rump" meeting of this organization a
few days ago he had himself elected chairman thereof, They stated
that they were informed that Wallner had represented himself to have
been born in Germany, to have served in the last war as a German
machine gunner and later as a pilot, to have land holdings in Germany,
to have come to this country about 1932 because of differences with
the Hitler regime, to have traveled widely in Central and South
America as a soldier of fortune, and at the present time to hold a
reserve commission in the United States Army Air Corps with the rank
of colonel, and to have a few years ago gone to South America as a
representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Secret
Service, and that he is at the present employed from time to time by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for certain special work,




Harris and Fosburgh stated that they had learned practically
nothing about the First Aid Kits for British Civilians Committee, but
that they felt it was very possibly a "racket',

Miss Isabel Benny, investigator for Fortune liagazine, advised
that she attempted to investigate the First Aid Kits for British
Civilians Committee, but was unable to get very much information con-
cerning it. She stated she visited the offices of the Committee at
17 East ,42nd Street about three weeks ago and talked to a M. Tenney,
who stated he was in charge of the Committee's promotional campaign,
She stated that Tenney gave her a very general sales talk, but refused
to commit himself on any definite facts or information,

liss Benny observed that there was no activity at all at the
Committee headquarters, and stated that none of the people she saw
there appeared to be charity workers, and that in her opinion the
Committee looked as if it might be off-color.

ldss Benny was also introduced to a Professor Rogers, who
told her he was a Psychology professor at City College of New York,
and to two other men whose names she did not know, GShe stated that
Tenney told her the First Aid Kits for British Civilians Committee
was formed and is sponsored by the Anglo-American Lodge No. 78,
American Order Sons of St. George, and that its purpose was to
solicit contributions for the purpose of purchasing first aid kits
for British civilians, which are to be distributed through the British
Viar Relief Society Inc. and the American Red Cross. Temney stated also
that the committee was functioning in direct cooperation with the
British War Relief Society Inc.,, United States Department of License
No. 208, and in conjunction with the American Red Cross. Tenney refused
to give lliiss Benny any information concerning the kits except to state
that they were to be purchased for a few cents under one dollar, and
that the organization was entirely non-profit and charitable.

Fosburgh advised that he was informed Wallner's claims have
also included the claim that he is closely related to the people owning
the Wallner Silk Hosiery Co., but that because of family difficulty he
no longer speaks to them. Neither Fosburgh nor Harris is acquainted

with subject \iallner personally.

liss Sarah liarshall, Research Department, VWelfare Council of
the State of New York, New York City, advised that although her organiza-
tion investizates a large number of charities, they have no record at all
concerning the First Aid lits for British Civilians Committee or Siegfried
Wallner, and that their records do not reflect that any of the men listed
on the circular issued by the Committee have worked in prior charity
campaisrns.
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Mr. Lester Grant, British War Relief Society Inc,, advised
that sometime in February Hareld H. Newberry contacted him and asked
him if he would be interested in the charitable donation of fifty
thousand first aid kits for British civilians, stating that the kits
were to be paid for by the members of the Anglo-American Lodge No. 78,
American Order Sons of St. George and its affiliates, and that no
direct solicitation was contemplated, Grant advised Newberry that
he would check with the Red Cross to see if such kits were needed, and
after checking with the Red Cross advised Newberry that they would be
very glad to receive such kits. Grant stated that Newberry exhibited
to him a first aid kit but that he did not give him any information
concerning its cost or its place of manufacture,

Sometime after that, Grant stated he had further corres—
pondence with Newberry and noticed that the letterhead of the First
aAld Kits for British Civilians Committee stated that it was operating
in cooperation vith the British War Relief Society Inc., United States
State Department License No. 208, without the authorization of the
British War HRelief Society. Grant wrote Newberry two letters of
protest concerning this unauthorized use of the name, but as yet he
has received no reply., Grant stated that he was informed Captain
Charles B. Scully, American Red Cross, New York City, had written
similar protest letters to Newberry because of the unauthorized use
of the Red Cross name,

Grant advised that he had no further information concerning
the Committee, and no information concerning Siegfried Wallner, and
that he knew nothing of the Anglo-American Lodge No. 78, American
Order Sons of St. George.

liss B. E. Herts, secretary, British Library of Information,
New York City, advised that their organization has no record of the
First Aid Kits for British Civilians Committee or the Anglo-American
Lodge No. 78, American Order Sons of St. George, or of any of the
personnel thereof. However, Leonard F. Stelfox, clerk, British
Library of Information, advised that the Anglo-American Lodge No. 78,
American Order Sons of St. George, was a reputable society, although
not very well lmown, and that so far as he lmew there was nothing
off-color or out of the way about its activities. Stelfox, however,
had no knowledge of the First Aid Kits for British Civilians Committee
nor of Wallner nor Newberry, although he stated he had met latthew
Mo Sedgwick, who is listed on the circular issued by that Committee
as Treasurer of the Committee.

g




.. Mr. Robert C. Thoman, rental agent, National City Realty
Corp., 17 BEast 42nd Street, advised that about the first of April he
rented Rooms 1119 and 1121 at 17 East 42nd Street to the First Aid
Kits for British Civilians Committee, and that the negotiations were
made by Siegfried Wallner, although the lease was signed by Harold H.
Newberry.

Thoman stated that although the Committee moved in about
the first of April, their rent, which is $1700 a year, was not to
start until May 1, at which time the first month's rent was to becoms
due, but that none of that overdue rental has as yet been paid,
Thoman stated that he knew almost nothing about Wallner, Newberry,
or the Committee, but that he had observed there was almost no activity
in the offices they had rented, and stated that he did not think it
was possible that any large amount of first aid kits could be stored
thﬂrﬂo

Daniel Reisner, secretary, New York City Republican
Committee, advised that he had become well acquainted with Wallner
during the last presidential campaign, and, that Wallner is exception-
ally intelligent and able and undoubtedly possesses great ability,
charm and personality. Reisner stated that at various times he had
heard complaints that Wallner was a Nazi Fifth Columnist, but that
he had no actual proof of that., He stated that Wallner, at various
times, had told him that he was borm in Germany; that he came to this
country about 1932 because of differences with the Hitler regime; that -
he still owned large estates in Germany; that he participated heavily.
in the Florida land boom with the Whitneys, the DuPonts and other
prominent people; that he for several years was a soldier of fortune .
in South and Central America; that he was a machine gunner and later
& pilot in the German army in the last war, but that he was at the
eastern front, and did not see action against American troops; that
he has at various times, in South America and other places, including
New York, been employed on special missions by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, the Secret Service, and the lilitary Intelligence, and
that he at the present time holds a reserve colénel's commission in
the United States Army Air Corps, and that he is a member of the same
family which owns the Wallner Silk Hosiery Co. There is no record of
the past or present employment by this Bureau of Siegfried Wallner.

A memorandum dated May 2, 1941, directed to Lieutenant Colonel Ralph
C. Smith by Lieutenant Colonel J. A. Lester, General Staff, Chief,
Counter Intelligence Branch, War Department, Washington, D. C.,
reflects that the records of the Adjutant General's Office and the
Iilitary Intelligence Division contain no record of Siegfried Wallner
being a member of the military establishment.
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Reisner informed that during the past presidential campaign
Viallner raised several thousand dollars from unknown sources, but
that he knows nothing of his income, except that Wallner told him he
had a small income from land in Florida, and that occasionally he
worked as a liquor salesman for an employer unknown to Reisner.

Reisner did not know whether or not subject is a citizen,
but stated that he registered as a Republican during the last canpaign;
that his address at that time was 519 West 1231d Street. Reisner
advised that subject had borrowed several small sums of him st various
times, which he had failed to return, but that he did not know of any
other borrowing which he had done, although he stated that Wallner
apparently told the same story he had told him to a number of other
people. He stated that he noticed Vallner did not appear to have a
great deal of money, and that for a peried of six months he wore the
same suit every day. Reisner stated that in his opinion Wallner's
activities might be suspicious, and that he considered him the type
of man who might make a very competent foreign agent, and was very
much impressed with his ability and intelligence, and stated that in
his opinion Wallner's attempt to gain control of the Independent Jillkie
Clubs, which now have no political significance, was very vossibly for
the purpose of securing a title and "getting an in",

Reisner described subject as being in his late thirties or
early forties, 5 feet, 11 inches tall, thin, weighing sbout 150 pounds,
black, soft hair, small black moustache, sharp features, clear, pale
complexion, decided shoulder slouch, slight limp, personable looking,
and very much a 'lady's man", Reisner stated also that subject speaks
perfect Inglish without a trace of an accent, and appears to be very
well educated., Reisner knew nothing about the First Aid Nits for
British Civilians Committee except that he kmew Wallner to be connected
with it in some capacity. Reisner also Mmew nothing about Newberry.

iss Elizabeth Iemlo, 519 Test 123rd Street, advised that
she knew nothing about the First Aid Kits for British Civilians
Connittee, or about any of liallner's activities. liss Femlo stated
that she had been acquainted with Wallner since last Septenber, and
that she had been immeasurably impressed by the fact that every time
a catastrophe occurs such as the derailment of a train or a ship's
fire or other disaster which might affect the National Defense, subject
wWallner is out of town, She stated that Wallner, to her lmowledge, has
been away on the dates of three train wrecks, including one larch 16,
1941 near Borden, Fennsylvania, in which five were ldlled and one
hundred and twenty-one injured, and also that he was avay at the time
& fire broke cut on a Red Cross ship at Hoboken.
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She stated that by his statements Wallner is known to be
very pro-Nazi, and that his actions are very mysterious, She stated
that prior to Friday, May 9, he was gone for the period of approximately
one week, during which time his wife Natasha exhibited great nervousness,
and appeared to be under some great strain, Miss Kemlo stated that when
subject returned May 9 he had lost a great deal of weight, and looked
as if he had been under a great strain or stress, but that she did not
know where he had been or what his activities were. lfiss Kemlo stated
that she was very suspicious of Wallner, and believed him to be a Nagzi
agent, but that she had no further information concerning him,

It was ascertained that neither subject Wallner nor the First
Aid Kits for British Civilians Committee has any credit record at the
Credit Bureau of Greater New York.

It was also ascertained that Siegfried Wallner has no eriminal
record with the New York City Police Department.
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Will you try to get this to the
President just before he talks to

_ Dear Grace:

Myron Taylor? : 4
- .--"'""H
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THE WHITE HOUSE A
WASHINGTON October 6, 1941

Memorandum For The President.
Myron Taylor and Viilliams

You will remember you sent word through me that you
would arrange to have Myron Taylor talk to Williams and
Safford before they leave for Rome, if they desire. They
s0 desire, They would like to know exactly what you tell
Taylor about them so they will be prepared.

If, for instance, you do not tell Taylor you have ziven
them a letter to the Pope, they do not want to mention it.
Ustensibly, Williams who is & Chamberlain of the Vatican,
and therefore a member of the Pope's own household, is going
to Home only to talk about his cancer institute.

If you tell Taylor what Williams is really going for,
Wwilllams can be more frank in his conversation with Taylor.

Some of the clergy have suggested to Williams 'that
Charles West not be included in this trip, because his
presence would look too offiecial. Williams does not now
wish to take West for other reasons:

(1) Williams has endorsed several of Charles' checks
wnich later "bounced!.

(2) West telephoned a friend of Williams, who makes
munitions, telling him he is again ™in solid" with the
Administration and could get him some defense contracts
if he wishes. The friend telephoned Williams to check on
West; Willisms is "fed up" with this sort of tactic.

It seems to me there is a simple and graceful way of
omitting West from this trip: there has been some news-
paper speculation about the trip, which Williams has denied.
You could indicate (through Williams or myself) that
beccuse of this newspaper talk and because West is a
Protestant, his presence would look as though this trip
has your blessing. Therefore, he should not go at all.

Could you have Grace let me know what you tell Taylor,
if you still think Williams should make this trip

04

James Howe, Jr. »
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October 7, 194l1.
MFMORANDUM FOR JIM ROWE:

I em already to appoint Durr
to the F.C.C. I do think we should try
to find something for Rddie Roddzn. The
latter is really thoroughly loyel to me
and he ought to get some Jjob thut pays
08,000 or £9,000. He was loysl to Farley
but is also loyal to me. That may sound
like anomaly.

¥.D.R.

S




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON October 2, 1941

Memorandum For The President,

Clifford Durr

I spoke to Chairman Flynn before his appointment
with you today about Durr for the Federal Communications
Commission., He told me later he wanted the appointment
held up until he discussed it further with you at Hyde Park,

At the same time, he told me he had spoken to you
about Eddie Roddan. I told him the background of the Durr
appointment, including the fact that Lister Hill, whom the
Administration will need very much in the future, is push-
ing Durr very hard because he failed to get Thompson re-
appointed. I also told Flynn I assumed you had made up
your mind on Durr,

I kmow nothing about Roddan, except that he has had
no regulatory experience, and his instincts would be pro-
industry and against Fly's program. I would guess that
not only Hill but Fly would be violently opposed to Roddan,
on the very logical ground that this is the sort of appoint- .
ment which has brought the Commission into much disrepute,
With the exception of Fly, Wakefield and Craven (who is
extremely pro-industry) there is no technical competence
on the Commission,

I also assume that since Hoddan was Farley's man, that
he strongly, if privately, opposed the third term and is,
therefore, not a political friend of this Administration,

I have no first-hand knowledge of the facts.

gﬁﬂ

James Rowe, Jr.




PSF: \Ceawe Lldin,

THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTON

Oct. ?, 19&1

MFORANDUN, FOR JIM ROWE:

I want to telk ity you about
thls ™

F.L.R.

RE: Barry Bingham




October 7, 194l.

MEMOR..NDUM TOR JIM ROWE:

I don't care vhere he worka,

a8 long as you find something for hinm.

F.D-RI

RE: Langdon Marvin, Jr.




THE WHITE HOUSE W
WASHINGTON
October 9, 1941

emorand For The Presi t
Eugj.tdg of Labor

You may hear about this later, so
I am giving you this self-explanatory
memorandum to Ed Flynn.

It was a bad slip-up, but I do
not see what can be done about it now.

i’

James Rowe, Jr,

PSF R Hllo
- |-q.|

i S
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Oetebor ’. Ml

Mssersadun Fer Hosarsbls Ndward Fireg,

Dear Edi

Aallaiser of Laber

Testerday I received a message from you tha thought
Wamer Gardner of New Xork was acceptable as Solicitor of
from
this

i

Laber, but that yew wanted him to get some endorsements
New York City pelitical leaders to you, In my opiniem
wWaAs an easy matter to arrange,.

As you probably imow by now, the White House sent Gardmer's
nomination to the Benate today, A word of explanatiom is im
order, When I telephoned OQardnor teday to ask to got smoh
eadorssments he resdily agreed but remarked that this
be a strange prossdure sinee he was already mominated, Thias
was ny first knowledge that the nomination had been sent, I
ohecked with Rudelph Forster, who told me that the Labor
tion got mimed up with a number of others seat today and that it
was his feult besause he did not make a notatiom that it hasd not
yot been cleared with you ner with the New York Senators.

I know this scunds lame, and 2ll that I san say is that
Forster will correborate it, I am going to have & devil of a
time eaxplaining this te Jim Mead and Senator Wagnsr besause I
have not yet received clearsnce from them, 8o far as I know,
this 1s the first time in the history of the White House that
sush elesarence huss not been sesured beforehand,

I hope you will believe sy statement that I was ecompletely
ignerent of the whele thing a
tive Clerk's offl

i

#
:
BB
;

I sssume that eadorsements st this stage would net
the paper they are writtem om. If you feel thers is any point
getting them, Gardner ean still arrange for them,

Very sinecerely,

damea Rowe, Jr,
Administretive Assistant
to the Presidemt

CC = The President
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Oeteber 9, 1941

Dear Senaters

Tou have wadoubbedly neticed that the President
today seat te the Senate the neminstien of Warmner
Gardner of New York to be Solleiter of Labor,

&mmmhlunhdmmdvumr
Approval before the nomination was seat to the Benate, I
Mn“nfﬂ“lullnm.

Ton h-ihtnm.w
seventh, I salled ey your sesretary, ia Nashingtom,
ssking him to tell you that the President planned to send

ll-qlfltntﬁthmlppmludthtl
mmrunﬂnnmrhlruﬂql.

This was the laet I iad heard of the matter
-u;:-um:r-mq-m_,m_muu-
had been sent today, Upen inguiry I found there had beem
& slip-up in the office of the Exesutive Clerk of the
Huh:,mm&thm-uhdhmlhﬁqﬂn
other nominsticns. The White House staff, therefore,
nmwu—ummu-mmmuum

So far as I know, this 4s the first time a nomins-
tien invelviag a eitisen of New York has been sent to the
Senate without the prier approval of the New York Senators,

Id-hqom-lub-umthm--um‘um
ummwhtth-n-rulthﬂumm-m-lh
take, I!thmhmlmdnhrnufrthudtu-

Very sincerely,

Janes Rowe, Jr,
Administretive Assistant
to the Fresidemt

Homoreble Asbert F. Wagner
530 Bast 86th Btrest
New York, New Tork
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 13, 1941

Memorandum For The President,

I think the following is accurate,
but I will not swear to it:

The isolationist Congressmen met
last week. At that time they discussed the
results of a poll they had Just made. They
sent post cards to 30,000 Catholie prieats
asking two wuestions:

(1) 4re you in favor of giving
lend-lease aid to Russia?

(2) Are you in favor of a declara-
tion of war?

They received 14,000 answers. Not
one priest answered eilher yuestion aflirna-
triVEJ{F-o

AL the psychological time, the isola-
tionists will reveal the results of this poll,

It is very interesting information,
but I cannot quite see what can be done about
it.

jm@

James Howe, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Memorandum For The President,

The Attorney General has spoken to me about my going to the Department
of Justice as the Assistant to the Attorney General. He tells me he spoke
to you about it last week. As you know, this appointment is generally re-
garded as the personal aide of the Attorney General, subject of course to
Yyour approval,

PERSONAL AND
CONFIDENTIAL

Although I previously had considerable doubts, I now, frankly, would
like to do so. There are a number of reasons:

(1) I "don't give a damn" who ought to be appointed to the D.C. Utilities
Commission or the Muhlenberg College Memorial Commission. A4s is everyone else,
I am interested only in national defense. I see no oprortunity to get into
it via the White House but there is much national defense work in Justice a
lawyer can do.

(2) I have now been in the White House and away from my profession for
almost four years; it is practically a necessity for me to get back to it
before people forget I am a lawyer and before I completely forget my law.

(3) I like legislative work — one of the functions - and had considerable
experience before I came to the White House, Although I do not think you
know it, I have the best working relationship "on the Hill" of any of the
White House staff. I feel sure Jimmie Byrnes, Lister Hill, Sam Rayburn and
John MeCormack will tell you that, I understand the inevitable necessity for
compromise in such work., I Have watched Matt McGuire's work clusely and
would not make his mistakes, Nonetheless, I have no illusions about the job.
Its incumbent will inevitably end up satisfying no one. >

(4) I think there would be enthusiasm about my appointment among all the
Assistant Attorneys General and in the Department of Justice generally; there
is no enthusiasm whatever about any of the other candidates. What is more
important, Biddle doesn't like any of them, I know Biddle very well, both
his strength and weaknesses; there are considerable of both. I think he
will listen to me when he won't listen to anyone else.

(5) I have no work to do.in the White House and there is no longer any
sense in kidding myself. I am lucky if I have a half-day's work; while I
sometimes fill in with the Budget Bureau or ORM on odd jobs, there is not
enough to keep me busy. I wish to emphasize I am not complaining because
it has been a privilege to improve my personal education by close proximity
with the White House. But for more than a year the personal rsturns have
been steadily diminishing; nor do I feel Government funds should pay for such
education any longer.

So far as my routine work zoes, it has been liquidated. The dollar-a-
year men lists are to be returned to Knudsen, where they should be; your




suggested message on the tort bill will remove 902 of the review of legisla-
tion; there are practically no Presidentisl appointments left and Justice
and Treasury are now handled by Marvin MeIntyre; the Ramspeck Act and the
new Civil Service orders have put an effective end to Job-hunting. hat
little work remains could be done by Gene Casey who has nothing to do and is
quite unhappy about it.

Of course there is the Flynn problem, which I do not believe is too
serious. I would be peculiarly insensitive if I did not know there was some
friction. Such friction is inevitable when one person 1s passing on the
merits and the other is passing only on political tualifications, unless
Flynn has his own man in the White House, Any person handling my particular
kind of work gets no credit in the meny cases where there is no friction but
gets full blame when it occurs. Since I was not, and never have been, in-
terested in patronage, I suggested to you that Marvin YeIntyre handle Justice
and Treasury appointments. Biddle plans to handle Justice patronage with

Flynn directly.

As a matter of pure fact, the Democratic Committee has received more co-
operation from the White House since last November than in the previous history
of this Administration. However, Ed Flynn is new in the national seene and in
Lhe necessary process of his education I have had the misfortune to be the
lizison between the Government and the Committee.

I do not believe he will oppose me. If he does, I huve reason to believe
he has two specific objections:

(1) When Roddan was a candidate for the Communications Commission, numerous
persons reported his activities at the Chicagzo Convention. I merely reported
these comments to you in a memo (and I am not here arguing the merits). Somehow
or other Roddan found out about it and raised the devil with Flynn. Neverthe-
less I consider my report to you as part of my job. I don't know how Roddan
found out.

(2) I understand Flynn believes some irresponsible gossip that a "New
Deal clique" led by Tommy Corcoran is getting all the appointments. I know
of no effective way to stop such irresponsible gossip. You know the contrary
is true. In fact the only time Corcoran showed interest in any candidate
was nis preference for Burke over Purcell, an SEC vacancy. Burke was also
Flynn's candidate. Nonetheless you appointed Purcell, Bill Douglas! candidate.
So far as I know, Tommy has made no other suggestions.

]

I would be of subnormal intelligence if I did not foresee that suoner or
later someone would tell you I was "pushing" my own personal candidates, For
that reason I have, since coming to the White house, made g very careful record
in my correspondence with you whenever a friend of mine was mentioned for a
vacancy. In every single case I have carefully pointed out that such persons
were friends of mine and asked that you have someone else check them. In no
case have I offered my personal opinion except when you perscnally asked for it.

I can foresee no political objections. I am as good a Democrat as Flynn
himself, I can get political endorsements from the regsular Montana Democratie




organization (including the Demoecratic Committeeman and State Chaiyman)
without the slightest trouble, despite Wheeler. The appointment would zo to
the Western part of the country, which Flynn always wants.

It would be presumptuous, to say the least, for anyone on your owvn staff
to get Congressional endorsements without permission. If, however, political
support is necessary to satisfy Flynn, I can produce imposing evidence; des-
pite the fact most of the leaders have endorsed other candidates, I think
they will back me, if asked. At present, I am under no obligation to any
Senator or Congressman. These endorsements would be convineine proof of my
good relationship on the Hill as contrasted with the recent public blast
against Flynn by the Senate Judiciery Committee. May I get them?

In any event I do not think Flynn should have a veto power on appointments,
particularly a personal one such as this, New Dealers are also Uemocrats.

I wish to emphasize more than anything else that you are not under the
slightest obligation to me. You of course know that. But the remarkable
thing is that I, as distinguished from a great number of candidates in the
past, know it too, and I alsc know the obligations run exactly the other way.

If this does not work out, and you have no objections, I would like to
leave the wWhite House so that I can get somewhere in the defense program
where my legal talents, such as they are, will be useful. Since I have
recently acyuired a full-fledged femily, and have finanecial obligations, I
would like a reasonable time so that I can make as good a "trade" outside

2

as possible.

es Howe, Jr.
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Mr. Howe answered this memo from

the President. I think you should have
this for your files.

Ritty
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 21, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM ROWE:

What do you think about this?

F.DIHI
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MEMORANDUM FROM EDWARD J. FLYNN

October 14th, 1541.
Biltmore Hotel
Hew York

MEMORANTUM TO MISS GRACE TULLY:-

At the present time, so far as we know, there
is no representative for Agriculture in the Price Control
set-up under Henderson. It occurs to us that Paul Appleby
might £fit into such a role. He has just returned from a
trip to London to study British food reserves and his
selection for such a post would seem logical. This would
remove him from consideration for the Federal Reserve Board
and at the same time take him out of the Department of
Agriculture. It might then be possible to have Black named
to the Feddral Reserve Board and to follow through with
our original plan either in naming Gene Casey Under-Secretary
or Governor of Farm Credit. With the elevation of Cliff
Woodward to Deputy Governor, my thought would be to name
Gene Casey Under-Secretary and make Woodward responsible
to him, Jean Kinder might then fit into the governorship.

A%
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON October 22, 1941
Memorandum For The President,

&g;jcgltur&

Tou gave me a memorandum "What do you think about this? F.D.R." attach-
ing Ed Flynn's to Grace Tully which reads:

"At the present time, so far as we know, there is'no representative for
Agriculture in the Price Control set-up under Henderson. It ocours to us
that Paul Appleby might fit into such a role. He has Jjust returned from a
trip to London to study British food reserves and his selection for such a
post would seem logical. This would remove him from consideration for the
Federal Reserve Board and at the same time take him out of Lhe Department of
Agriculture. It might then be possible to have Black named to the Federal
Reserve Hoard and to follow through with our original plan either in naming
Gene Casey Under-Secretary or Governor of Farm Credit. With tne elevation of
Cliff Woodward to Deputy Governor, my thought would be to name Gene Casey
Under-Secretary and make Woodward responsible to him. dJean Kinder might then
fit into the governorship.!

It seems to be my destiny to disagree with our National Chairman!

Flynn is very badly misinformed when he says there is no representative of
Agriculture in Henderson's organization. Probably the most shining example
of effective liaison work in national defense is the cooperation between OPA
and Agriculture. Milo Perkins and Henderson work hand-in-glove on price control.
When Milo departed for the Economic Defense Board, Wickard himself took over his
work. Galbraith, a Princeton economist who is Deputy Administrator of OP4, (and
was once economist for the Farm Bureau) heads an Agriculture section in OPA
which is drawing heavily upon Agriculture for services. The whole thing is
really a beautiful model of coordination. Of course, that is not the point of
Flynn's memorandum. Flynn wants to get rid of Appleby. You know my point of
view on that controversy and I will not repeat 1it, except to point out that if
he is so anxious to do so, the simplest solution is to withdraw his objection
to Appleby for the Reserve Board.

Flynn wants to get rid of Appleby for one reason - patronage. The whole
thing is rather ridiculous because as I have, I think patiently, explained to
Flynn the Hamspeck Act has wiped out patronage except for one-half of Farm
Security. However, he still thinks there is patronage to be had there.

Flynn also suzgests Cliff Woodward as Deputy Governor of Farm Credit.
Woodward was first President of the foung Democrats and has been handling
patronzge in Agriculture. He knows nothine about Agriculture and is not doing
a mood job,

Flynn also sugzests Jean Kinder as Governor of Farm Credit. Kinder is a
business man, not a farmer, in Lincoln, Nebraska. He is one of the American
Legion professionals and his politiecal background has been confined solely to

veteran activities for Lhe Demoeratie Party. I wonder if it would be possible




to get him past the farm organizations,

Flynn also suggests Gene Casey as Under Secretary. If vou agree with
Flynn that Agriculture needs a revolution, this is exactly the way to do it.
I don't have to express my personal opinion. All you have to do is to mention
the idea to Claude Wickard or to any of his bureau chiefs.

To remove Appleby, except to the Federal Reserve Board, would have a dis-
astrous effect on morale unless the Administration wishes to "play ball" with
the Farm Bureau and the Grange which has always fought us. There was a chance
after the last election to break their power but I am afraid that is now gone.

To replace Appleby with Casey would be adding insult to injury. Gene
1s loyal and good-hearted, but the one single thing neither I nor any of his
New Deal friends can forgive him for is his vicious "gutter" attacks on Paul

Appleby.

The Under Secretary is the Administrator for Agriculture which is now far
larger than was the entire government twenty years ago. Government administra-
tion is still the most difficult of the arts., To replace Appleby with Casey is
like sending in a ten-year old sand-lot player to bat for Joe Dimagsio.

%

James Howe, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON October 25, 1941
i'erorandun For The President:

=3
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On Tuesday, October 23, Cheirmen Lea plans to begin heerings on amendments
to the fecurities Act and the Securitieg Exchange Act.

Many montiis ago the SEC sgreed with the industry to submit amendments to the
Congress. The Coumission und the industry heve been working together on non-
controversial "elarifying" emendments for some time. On points where there has
been no egreement both sidec have ettempted to freme the issue as clearly as
possible. The Commission has agreed to hearings.

Az usuel, there zre clenenigens. [ost members of the House are going lome.
Lea, Tadsworth end Crosser ill be the only members of the Interstute Conimerce
Committee present. You know the attituces of Len and jadsworth; Crocser is senile.
The Commission won't have much change and it feels privetely thel it did not 2gree
to any one-sided show like this.

Eam Quyburn vas to huve done something sbout it, but he has gone to Texas.

Becldes the clarifying swendments, the industry plans to press for all the
old controversial pointe, such && emscculating Section 16 of the Securities Ixechange
Let wnich forbidas selling by the insicers. The whole thing =411 develop into quite
B I'OW.

Ed Ticher hes been trying i{c see you about this uneuccessiuily.

The Cormirssion hopes you can tuke the attitude in your conference with the
leeders Londay morning that these heerings should be postponed on the grounds of
national deTense: thut is, that bitter controvercy over thic domestic issue will
uo national unity no good. It will revive the old Well Street — New Decl fight
2t & time when there should be no fight.

For instence, the industry wents the nunber of comnissioners increased to nine,
the came old trick which ruined the I.C.C. It wants the cheirmenghip roteted so
tnet you will be uneble to pick the cheirmen as you have in the past,

It you act decigively ilondey, it moy stdp the whole thing., If you do notv,
it ir clmost certain thet the controversy will become acrimonious and thet rou
*11l be plagued and bothered with complex detsils, ebe, by both czides, at a time
dien you should not be concernsd with such things.

Thie "stich in time", according to the Commission, will save everyone many

hezdoches.

Jenes hRove, Jr.
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November 3, 1941

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Memorandum For (Grace Tully.

I gave the President a memorandum a week ago
Saturday indicating that the SEC hoped the President
would spesk to the leaders about having no hearings
on Securities amendments., You told me the President
sald he had spoken to the leaders but they went
ahead anyway, snd he wondered what he should do next.

I have talked to the Commission which indicates
that as long as the hearings are now going on,
notihing should be done. There is a distinct possi-
EIITEEHan effort may be made to drag the Utility
act in for amendment, or that the Uemocrats will go
home leaving the Republicans in charge of the
Conmittee, If either event happens, the Commission
will ask the President for help, but at present
they don't need it.

HAL

ames Rowe, Jr.
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}' WASHINGTON  November 15, 1941

Memorandum For The President.

Labor

Mr. Justice Frankfurter asked me to 7ive you this
messages

(1) As you know, Lubin has made a survey of the coal
miners' attitude. Because of their narrow and shut-in lives,
they believe, according te Lubin, the present situation is
an attempt to break up their union. The liew York Times and
other newspapers keep referrins to the situation as "union
shop" instead of "eclosed shop". For instance, the Times'
headline today reads "Roosevelt bars order for union shop",
Franklurter hopes you can emphasize this distinetion in word-
ing; he believes it is of the utmost importance, and I am
inclined to agree with him,

(2) Frankfurter has talked with most of the Government
lawyers who will probably have most to do with the dgrafting
of labor legislation. He Lelieves none of them vualified
to handle this delicate draftsmanship. He and Beb Jackson
asked me to tell you,their celief there is only one man
capable of this job and that is Ben Cohen. F., F. also%asked
me to point out this has nothing to do with Ben's present
patiological state and that he is not "tryin: to make work"
for him.

cen is known to be symputhetic to labor and in fact
nis handline of legislation would gzo far to quell its quite
Justiflable feurs that Concress is trying to murder it. And,
surprisingly, Ben is popular on the Hill, particularly with
v hayburn.

James howe, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUSE ;

WASHINGTON

November 17, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM ROWE:

Could we find one or two jobs

for Benator Murray? WwWill you try and
let m8 know?

F.D.R,




: {}55,=ritﬁbwv€gizi;
A
\ FﬁyiHEWHWEHDUSEJingHiT

WASHINGTON

December 12, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR GRACE:

Jim Rowe called to say that

Wayne Johnson is very anxious to get

Mr. Winton nemed Ambassador to New
Zealand. Jim sent a memo on Winton
gsome time ago. He asks if we will call
Johnson at the Carlton and give him some

8NnBwer .

aj

to reach Wayne Johnson
but tele%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ Jim Rowe to say that
Mr. Winton has been approved by the
President and word has been sent %o
the New Zealand Government asking

for an agrément for him. When this
aprives his nomination will go to the
Senate.

G. G. T.

B




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 17, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM ROWE:

Will you check om this in

confidence and let me have & revort?

F.D.R.

Let to Pres. from Chairman Fly of FCC

re Edward Cooper whom they are planning
Yo appoint to handle various administra-
tive and legislative matters.
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\ Bepartment of Justice
@flice of the Assistant to the Attornep General

g December 30, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT.
Grant Mason

I have your memorandum in which you told me you do not agree
with me about Mason, and that you were nominating Welch Pogue to the
Civil Aeronautics Board and would make him Chairman.

As you probably do not remember, the report I made to you, at
your request, recommended you appoint Pogue, on the ground of his
very unusual ability, but I did point out that Mason was a man of
unusual ability and my belief that the reports you had received
against him were extremely unfair.

Pogue was nominated today.

Today Mason came to see me. He told me that three agencies of
the Government were already clamoring for his services. He feels
quite badly because he was not reappointed but is extremely amdious '
because of the war to stay in government service and to do whatever
he can.

He has had three offers:

(1) Bob Lovett wants him at the War Department to handle -rela-
tions with civil aviation.

(2) Towers of the Navy wants him.

(3) The Defense Supplies Corporation, an RFC subsidiary, wants
him for South American work on which he is an expert.

As I told you in my memorandum, Mason is a highly competent techni-
cian. He knows more about the technical aspects of aviation than any
other member of the Board, with the exception of Warner. He would be
an extremely useful citizen during the war. However, because he was not
reappointed, he feels you might have some personal cbjection to him and
does not want to take any position in the Government if it would prove
embarrassing to you. Naturally I did not discuss the reasons why he
was not reappointed, and told him I had no knowledge of those reasons.

I do recommend you give him clearance to stay with the Government.
I think that even the men who recommended against his reappointment would
agree about his technical competence. Naturally I heve not checked with
them.

L1

On the possibility you may say "no", I have told Mason that if I
could get a message through to you I would do so, but that you were so
extremely tusy I doubted whether I could. Thus, if the answep _1is negative,
there will be no embarrassment to you. ,g"'l‘
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