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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 24, 

:4EUORANDUJ.d FOR 

!.!RS. ROOSEVELT 

I took up the matter about 

which you spoke to me at dinner 

a week or so ago and I think the 

enclosed letter clears up the 

matter so far as Sacred Heart 

Church goes . I really don ' t know 

how such a story get s circulated 

and I am glad you spoke to me 

about it, as , of course , it gives 

a very wrong impression. 

• 
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llhs Gre.oe Tully, 
The ~te Rouse, 
Washi~on, D.C. 

April 22, 1939 

lly dear llies Tully:-
./ / 

Shortly after leavinc you thle 1110rninc 
I epoke to Father Hyle ot Sacred Heart Parillh conoerninc / 
the lllltter which - disoussed. A.tt 11r llllld.nc inquiries ot 
the other priests ot the pariah, he called 11111 baclc to eay 
that no ot'terinr; bad b een recei'lred by t he parhh t'or the 
tuneral ot' the cbiJ.d in question, and that none ot the 
priests had knowledge ot' any other otferinr; made t or Vas s ee . 
I mi,:ht add that it would seem to be .,et unusual t'or a 
t'al'll.ly t o use tunds, badly needed tor other purpoeee, tor 
Mass ot'terin~s t or a child who could hardly be recarded as 
baTinr; paseed the a~e ot innocence. 

It I can be ot any further assistance 
in this or any other ~~atter I h ope you 111.11 not hesitat e 
t o oall upon me • 

'11'1 t h b est wh he a t o you, I am, 

Very s ino•relv yours, 

Re6.:~~~~ 
Director . (/ :s 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINQTON 

April l? , 

l'. :Sl~ORA!!DUH FOR 

THE PRESIDEIIT 

Flynn 11"oout the CFl!'le of John 

St're:ent . 

!-l 1ss:r 

{ 
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- •• _._ .,. .. ·.:. . &. 'I' .. 

.lugllat Jl, 1942. 

Dear .Johns-

It 1• sood to hear trom y ou. and I aa 
very gla4 tha t y~ wite 1a reallr better. 

I agr ee With you about Benaett. tboua)a 
I r a ther tear tha t either Beonett or Dewey woult 
cake dist inctly polJ.tical Oo'nmon. BonoYer, 
a s between the two there can be no quest1oa 
tbc. t t he State wUl be better Mrnd by Bennett. 
In t bia particulaJo election almost enryttdar 
will depeQd QD how the two c!Uld1datea cor.u:Jact 
the caapaip. lbe people u a whole ar e not 
-rea lly vory .ach 1ntereated 1n ay political 
Campa~ a t thia tille, and the iapre .. iOG the 
individual candidate maltea 1n the nezt tbne 
month& Will, I tb1nk, decide the r~I'DOl'Sbi~ . 

b ever, :10\U' old hielld, 

non . J vhu Godfrey Saxe, 
The Homestead, 
llot Springs, 
Virg inia. 
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The White R01111e 

RIP'tlll TO P'tL.a No 

/~TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

t"' WASHINGTON, D. C. 

AU&Ut 2l, 1944 • 

~lUMPUK TO !fRS, BOmJ:GERr 

The attached report relate• t o the 
pereonnel inveetigat1on ot Joeephine §cheer, 
gonmeee to Kre. Trude Pratt•• children. 

It will be greatly appreciated 1t f OU 
will retum thie report atter it baa eerved 
1te purpoee, 

At tacbllant: 

'»).:.£--P!}. ~ 
lficbael P'. Rei.ll7, -7 
SUpeM'ieing Agent, 

-
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9/26/ ;58 

THI!!: WHIT!: HOUSI!!: 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR TH1: PRESIDENT: 

John C. Sharrer phoned rrom Chioaco: 

•I aaw the President on Thursday 
and Friday on an important aatter in 
which he is very deeply interested, I 
was to speak to Mr. (Walter) Cummincs 
here in Chioaco . The President is 
anxious to put throuch this proposit1~n. 

l 
•He was to talk to Kr. Cumm1ncs 

\ 

on the phone but Mr Cummincs tells me 
that he (the President) has not com­
municated with him as yet. 

8 Will you see the President richt 
away and ask him to communicate with 
Kr . Cum.mincs and then let me know?• 

(Sharrer Harrison 0600; OUIIIIRincs 
State 9000) 

I . 

-
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tthen P l ct>reo look allve with move•ent troe ~A,~D 
V7ilen ships like flsiles swiUl beneath t ile sea 

17hen rnen outstrl ppl.nc; birds shAll scour th'9 sky 

Then h.Alf the world 1/eep dyed i n blood shall dle 

/I 11 
Predicted and vrrt tten by Mother Shipton " 

------ In London 
~ 

----- 1710 -
11 The 1\bove copy of original " 
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. - - THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIIHINQTON 

.c• I' -, 
- ~ J.,~ • 

February 8 , 1940. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

JIM ROfi 

Wlll you speak to me 

about both these matters 

t oday? 

F. D. R. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
• 

February 6, 1940 
--~...;......-;.... 

Memorandum For The Pr esident: 

Governor Sholtz 

Governor Dave Sholt z, after repP..ated efforts to oee 
you, came to see me . I told him I could do nothing but 
listen to his story which is : 

"Lust year I talked to tile Presi dent at ITar1.1 Springs 
o.nd he told me he wanted me to run against Senator Andrews 
this year. I . v1as to get a 'build-up ' • Since thn t time I 
have found n11 avenues to the President blocked against me 
and have 17ondered Vlhy. Recently Harry Slattery told me it 
was bcca\We I was considered a Farley man. I nant the Presi­
dent to knol7 I am a Roosevelt man and not a Farley man . Jim 
Farley bas been in Florida praising Senator Andrews to the 
skies and saying he was highly r espected by everyone in 
Washington . 

I can dei'eat Andre11s if the President 1.ill keep ll.P. A. 
out of politics . They are taking on only Andrews men and 
are laughing at tne Hatch Act. I have selected a list of 
men to run as delegates who are pledged to ~he President 
or his candidate and they will win . I Cllll help him all over 
the co\Ultry because of my connections vritil the Elks . I have 
been loyal for nine years . All I 1va.n~ to lmorr is whethtlr 
the President wants me to run or not . I C8lUlot defeat W.P.A. 
and it will seve me a lot of money if he will tell me . 
Peppor it against me because he'would lmve to split ~he 
patronag;, 11 , 

Some time ago you t old me to get Sholtz a job with 
JuGtice, but to check with Pepper f i rst . Pepper was 
vehement on the subject of Sholtz, se.yint: he was dishonest 
llhd that either he or the Internal Revenue 13w.-ee.u could 
prova it to your satisfaction . 

James Rowe, J r • 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WI'SHINGTON 

January 30, 1940. 

Memorandum For Paula Larrabee1 

I think this should be in the 

Preeident•s oonfidential files , don ' t you? 

Signed- James Rowe 



I 

. . . ' . . . 
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Decuber lS, 19.39. 

PEjRSOOAJ, 

Thlo Pregid~nt., before ha lef t last. 
Diabt, read your let ter and told me to tbanlt 
you Y817 cuch tor it. 

Iou bit tlw Mil on the bead 1n 
10ur Ut.t..r ot Dec•ber aeYent.b, •b& 10u said 
that. t.be Preaident aa ao busy that. be didn't 
reall7 have t iM to go into tbia •tter. 
P'riiDkly, t.h ... t. • a1~t.i.oD 1A nor1da that 
t.be Pr .. ident caanot becoae 1nYOl.ftd 1A at 
present.. 1 u sure you Ullderet.azui juat what. 
1 aean aud w1ll apprecia te b1a politiotl. 

I do bope lOU have a Happy Chrietllaa 
and t.bat. tbe 11 .. Ienr Ifill bring to you ...ny 
p.t euant thi.Di•· 

Very sincerely, 

EDlliN U. TIATsaf 
S&cretcuoy t.o the Prelliclent. 

. ...~ 
llouon'ble Dllvid Sbolt.a, 
AMrican Blllk &.lildin&, 
IUud, J'l.oridtl. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE' 
WASHINGTON 

Memorandum For The President . 

Dave Sholtz 

December 13, 1939 

You asked me to ask Senator Pepper if he would go along with giving former Governor Dave Sholtz a job of some eort . 

Pepper almost liter ally hit the ceiling . He said that "Sbolt z i s known as a colJliJion thief through-out Florida" and that you do not have to rs~ upon hi s per sonal statement but could examine the Internal Revenue files in Washington which would prove it beyond a doubt. He said that an FBI investigation would turn up the same thing, and that former Assistant Attorney General Joe Keenan could give you a personal and specific instance . Pepper said also that you could not afford to be ident ified with helping Sholtz. 

He said that to prove how strong~ he f elt about it , be would not object at all to helping someone like Uark Wilcox wi th whom be disagrees violently , but who is honest . 

Pepper also soeoifically asked me to let you know that Sholtz ' s aeoretary i s tying up delegates in Florida for Goyernor M cNutt on the basis that tbi-e is really-wnat you want . Senator .Pepper wants .to make a statement asking for an uninstructed delegation and wanted your Okay . I told him I did not t hink I could get an answer on this, but he none the less strong~ insisted he wanted you to know about i t. 

Shall I make any further efforts on behalf of Sholtz? 

J~{( 
JSJ<~es Rows , Jr. 

... 
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General Edwin M. Watson, 
The White House , 
washington, D. c. 
Dear Gener al: 

I am taking your advice, 
enclosing a brief note, which I 
would appr eciate your giving to 
the Chief as soon as possible , 
because time is or the essence. 
Many thanks! 

DS- g 
Enc . 

With kindest regards , 

Sincerely yours , 



. . . 

Dear Chiet': 

DAVID SBO.I.Il'Z 

A.._., •• 8AJat 8UILDJMO 

Deceaber 
13 

1 9 3 9 . 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

I called the White House this 
morning, with the thought in mind to :tly 
up to talk with you for a few momenta about 
this whole Florida situation and to turtner 
amplify why I wrote you as I did a week ago . 

The del egati on to the conventi on i s 
ot real importance, with the Townsendites ~ be watched . They are quietly preparing their .. ;.rf'.,:z. slate, which is, or course , antagonistic to 
you. Many of my triands have s ignifie d to 
me a willingness to run , one gr oup would all 
be openly t or you , and of course, another 
group would run "uninstructed" who would be 
loyal and right, as they are tor you at hear t . 
These I know I can keep put . However , I need 
to know some things from you , so I can act 
accordingly. , 

1 ~..4~" ~-The Senator ial s n 1n Fl ori da 
has taken a very interestin , and knowing 
how you feel about Senators,.wanted t o 
give you the pi cture. Of course, the presant 
governor, Mr-.- Cone , ..J.s going to run, but he is 
experiencing the usual stage of unpopular! ty 
that comes to our governors down in this part ot the country when his administration i s i n its last year. 

Also from Cone' s section ot' the State is a state r ailroad commissioner, Jerry Carter, 
(a r abid Townsendlte) who is also going to run.~ A man by the name of Coe _pf Palm Beach has 
announced and will be-?Inanoed by the "silk­
stocking crowd", and ftortense~lls. the National Committeewoman , has ounced . But 

• 

• 



. . . 

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevel t . 
Page 2. 

what makes it interest1ng,and bears plenty 
of watching, is that former Congressman ; . 'Jnp .JC 
Wilcox is also going to run. -'< 

If I were to get the build-up with 
the appointment as Ambassador to Cuba as 
suggested, it being so close , only two hours 
by plane , I coul.d lay care:t'ul ground-work here 
weekends, working on the right group for dele­
gates, and with the build-up which you would 
have given me and knowing the psychological 
situation as I do, at the right time I would 
announce for the Senate and would be the nominee, 
in ample time in ll.ay to be available as we 
talked , for whatever you might have in mind 
throughout the country. 

If you will check from disinterested 
sources, you will find that I am stronger and 
in better poll tical shape than I have ever 
been - thanks somewhat to the present state 
administration . 

I realize I do not have to set this 
out in full detail, as you probably have the 
picture in your mind. However, if you are 
going to make the appQintment, the earlier the 
better, because the time element is all­
important . I would thus have thNe months to 
lay the proper foundation, without disclosing 
our hand . I know that the results would be 
satisf~ctory to you and would give me the 
opportunity of following through as desired, 
actively and aggressively, not only in the 
South, but nationally. I am so anxious to be 
another oar in the Roosevelt crew. 

Awaiting your commands, a.lways, 

Honorable Franklin 
The White House , 
Washington, D. C. 

• • 

• • 

J 



THE WHm:: HOUSE 

WASHl NaTON 

December 9 , 1939. 

MEMORANDtru FOR 

JIM ROWE 

Will you work on this? 

Dave Shol tz wants a job and 

I suggest you talk with Senator 

Pepper and see if he goes along 

with the idea? Perhaps a 

spec i al assi stant to the Attorney 

General in some case would do 

1 t . 

F. D. R. 



. . 
~E WHITE HOUS£ 

WASHINGTON 

DII'Yct Sbo1 ta want a a Jolt an4 

I qp-' JOU talk wtlb .__. l..l- v.k_ -
··-·· AD4 ... 

+ 

CITMral 

lt. 

u • soe• a1-. 

r . .D. L 

Letter from ·' '" • ~ · · • • _ _,.._l;z, American Bank 
B1J ild ing, Miami, Florida, 1'2./7 /Jq t.o the 
President. In re h:i.s del'lire for appointment 
as Ambassador to Cuba . 

.. 
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DAVlD S&Oia'Z 

December 
Seventh 
1 9 3 9 • 

Honorable Frankl.in D. 
The White House , 
washington, D. c. 
Dear Chief: 

Roosevelt, ~ 

~- -
I rea1.1 ze you have thousands 

ot things on your mind, whereas I 
have only one. We have a natural in 
the bu.ild-up tor me that you and I 
discussed and one that would enable me 
to do the many things we ta1.ked ot , 
especial1y here in the South, by reason 
ot the vacancy that has Just occurred 
in the Ambassadorship to Cubs. I1' this 
appointmant were given me , 1 t would 
still enable me, by reason ot the prox­
imity to Florida, to keep closely in 
touch not on1y w1 th Florida but the 
e.nt ire Southeastern section and the 
bu.ild-up would be sufficient to enable 
me to do the things desired. At the 
same time it would also ease any 
possible problem we might ' have so tar 
as loca1 issues were concerned . I am 
available and will await word from you. 

DS-g 

With kindest regards, 

Faithfully yours , 



. . . 

,.,...,, •• 8.u:K Bvn.m:wo 

MLua. J'rnam,.., 

December 
Seventh 
1 g 3 g. 

Honorable Stephen Early, 
The White House, 

. washington, D. c. 
Dear Steve: 

Will you please see that 
the Chief gets the enclosed letter, 
as it is one I am anxious to get to 
him right away, 1n accordance w1 th 
some things we discussed. Needless 
to say, J. t w1l.l be appreciated. 

Looking forward to seeing you 
1n th.e near f'uture and w1 th every 
good wish, believe me 

DS-g 
En c. 

Sincerely, your friend, 



CO.NFID:E!tTIJ.L . Dear Chief: 

I called the \'fbi t"l House this morning, with the thought in mind to fl7 up to talk ~~th you tor a few moments about this whol e Florida situati on and tofturther 811plity why I wrote you as I did a week ago . 
The del egation to the convention i s or real 1111portance, with the Townsendites t o be watched. They are qui etl y prepnrins their slate , ~hich is, of course, antagoni stic to you. J.lany of my friends have signified to me a willingness to run, one group ~uld all be openly for you, and or course, another group woul d run "uninstructed" who would be l oyal and right , as t hey are f~r you a t heart. The~e I lcno'll· I can keep put. However, I need to lalow some things f rom you, so I can act accordingly. ' ' 

The SenKtorial s i t uo.tion in Fl orida has t aken a very interestin!l turn, and Jcnow,lng how you feel abou~ Senator Andrews , wanted to glve you the picture. or course, the present ~overnor, Mr. Cone , is goin~ to run, but he is e:r.peri encing the usual stt1gs or unpopular! ty that comes t o our governor s dowu in this part of the country when his adlllinistretion is 1n its lest year. 

Also from Cone' s secti on or the State i o a s t ate r ail road conmiasi oner, Jerry Carter, (a r abid Townsendite) who is also going to run. A man by thP name o f Coe of P alm Beach has announced and will be financed by the " silk­stocking crowd", and Hortense Wel l s , the Nl\tl onal COIIIIIl.i tteewomsn , has 1\nnounoed.. But 

• ' 

• 



Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Poge 2. 

whet makes it interesting,snd bears plenty 
ot watching, is that former Congres811an 
Wilcox is fllso going to run. 

It .4 vrere t o get the bui.ld-up with 
the appointment us Ambassador to Cubs as 
suggested, it beins so close , onl7 two hours 
b7 plane, I could lay careful ground-work here weekends , working on the right group for dele­
gatee, and with the build-up which you would have given me und knowing tbe psychol ogical 
situation as I do, a t the rie ht time I would announce for the Senate and woul d be the noainee, in aapl e time i n Uay to be avai l able as we 
tBlked, for whatever you might have in mind 
throu~hout the country. 

If you will check from disinterested sources , you t;ill find t hat I tUll stronger s.nd 
in better politics~ shape than I have ever 
been - thanks somewhat to the present s tate administration. 

I realize I do not have t o set this 
out 1n tull detail, as you probably haTe the picture 1n your mind . However , if you ere 
ROing to make the appointment, the earlier t he better, because t he time element is all­
important. I would thus haTe three months t o 
lay the proper f oundation, without discl osing our hand. I know that th~ results would be 
sstistsotory to you and would give me the 
opportun1t7 of tol•owin~ through as desired, 
a ctively and aggressively, not only in the South, but nationally. I am so anxious to be 
another oar in the Roosevelt crew. 

Awaiting your commands , always, 

Fa itbtu1ly yours , 

Honor able Franklin D. RooseTelt , 
The .,.,hits House, 
i':asll111r ton , D. C. 

• 
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14 

l 9 3 9. 

Honorable Marvin :Mcintyre, 
Asheville , N. c. 
Dear Marvin: 

I certainly was happy to hear 
your voice and coul..d tell from the 
cheerfUlness of it and the sound that 
you are really all right . It made the 
rest of the day just that much happier 
for me . It was nice of you to take a few 
minutes to advise with me. However , 
right after I finished talki ng with you 
I had a wire from General Watson, saying 
t hat the Boss suggested sendin~ the infor­
mation by air mail, confidentially , so I 
did the best I could. And so that you 
will keep posted , just for your casual 
information, am sending herewith copy of 
the letter that I wrote him. 

There is no questi on but if the' 
Florida s ituation is not watched we will 
have a set of delegates from the Townsend 
group , all decidedly antagonistic to any 
of our interests. Naturally, all of the 
candidates try to promise them everything 
under the sun, but I have made up my mind 
that I am going to have my finger i n the 
delegation and expect to have, just be­
tween us , plenty to do with it. I have 
enough good friends who will do as I ask , 
I am sure. I know you will like my idea 
of having the two sets . Of course , this 
is confidential. 

Am rather inclined to think that 
the uninstructed ones might have a better 
chance , although one never knows . It is 
dne of the things the Chief ought to talk 
with me about because there may be others 

\ 
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Honorable Marvin Mcintyre. 
Page 2. 

thinking along the same linea, who are 
just as interested in h1m as I am, and 
there is no need tor us to get all crossed 
up when a l ittle common sense can work it 
out . 

I do feel that having been a 
thousand per cent . loyal through thick and 
thin the Boas really ought to do something 
of this nature tor me now , not only because 
he is smart enough to realize that my 
organi zation is more potent than ever, but 
because I honestly believe that he is at 
heart really my friend as he knows I am his. 

Take care ot yourself , end when you 
get back on the job, tor goodness sake , don' t 
over do it. There are m.any ot your friends 
like myae~ who love you tor yourself and 
not tor your connections , who would much rather 
see you alive and well than see you work your­
sel f to death just over poli t i cs . 

DS-g 
En c . 

Wi th the Season ' s cordial greetings, 

v 
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·~ WASHINGTON 
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Does the President knOVI 

Judge Parsons? 
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26 Mill St . 
Rhinebeck, N.Y. 

President Roosevelt, 
Hyde Park, N.Y. 

Dear Mr . President, 

Perhaps you will not xhink me 

presumpt~ous in writi.ng to you when you 

have so many demands upon your energy and 

kindaess of heart when you know why I am 

writing . 

Uncle, Judge James A. Parsons of 

past seventy, is coming down 

Monday for the dedication pf the Rhinebeck 

Postoffice . He has been 111 for nea.rly 

two years and goes out little but he was 

once so vital a part of the democratic 

party and so ardent a supporter of yours 

that I thought, knowing he was going to be 

here , you might want to wave to him; •Drl 

ncar the end of his al l oted span, and come 

only to do you honor . 

Wednesday 
Sincerely, 

• • 0 .._" t' J -- ' ~ t"-"-4. ~ ~ 

" 
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R•prlal..t f ro• lho j•loa. Okla., TriMM 
0 • " • 

isier Keno Leave? 
I ' I f ' 1 

with because abo to lenil the United Statea 
u aoon u abe Mr. 0 'Oollllor auggeated t 

Do ~My ...... lwrd 10 , ., d o,.. ooiiA 
bec«aue olw ..., ,..,, to , .. the P"'•l1""fl 

. chlltlrort of Amorka ou6}ed~ f orrHr to the 19th 
Contv.ry 6oerdo . .,.., llr•cto otu66ornl)' omplortd b)' 
the .Um...,lullld. " RESEARCHERS': ot II' .rm • 
Sprmr•r. I . · 

The peop1e of the ~nited States can thank . 
their lue.l.:y stars that Sitter K811Dy was bud to ' 
get along with. - • . • 1 , • 

Si.oce that night baek .in the All5tralian bush,. 
when i.o deaperation and Ill toW Ignorance of tra- , 

. ditional paralysi8 therapy i'b.«~ a tumbled upon tho 
hot pack and massage tecJi.nigue, abo HAS. RAD : 
TO FIGHT' THE COMBINED POWERS OF · 
MEDICAL ORTHODOXY ON .THREE CON· . · 
'l'JNENTS. · • · . ''r :· 

--.. "< • '( • -.,.:, ' 

•• ' r&·' ·:r.r;.. O'Co~or irrit~ted because Sisler 
Kenny did not' sit down and shut up when·he told 
her tot . :: "· · .. \~ \ . · 

I• •he io blame be..nue' ohe ,_ noi · oi>er• 
..-d 6)' high medU>al orutho~• ..,ho did not ioanl ' 
to be .U.tur6ed in tltelr prodi~ of LETTING SICK 
MUSCLES DIE IN SPLrNTS? \ 

'l'hi8 we do know. • , 
• Sist~ Kenny is person~y one of tJ?~'llloat un­

selfish women on earth. While the Tr.'b!Sr~<~ brough~ 
her to Tulsa ·Jast Fall at the lieife\ Nf the p9lio 
epidemic she ASKED FOR Np . 'G but ~e _ 
travel expenses of herself and her asmtant. 

How different her att.itude from tho tearful ' 
pleas· of mascaraed Hollywood actresses in the 
high-pressure campaign for tho March of Dimes! ~ 

We do not 1.'1low the real reason behind the · 
N.F.I.P.'s studied eaml)tft to IGNORE .Al."D 

·SIDETRACK SISTER NNY. 
· We.are, of course, aware that there are great · 

politieal advantages' in maki.og a charity fiesta. out ' 
·of the President's birthday, i.o P9rttayi.og ¥ro-u 
the chlef .crusader agai.ost a grave disca&e; and i.o 
epreadi.og the send-a·dime·!.o-the:White-House-

·for-humanity stuff. · · • 1 

Po•oibly, t.<ith eU thlo att~ntion dir«ted to the 
Pruidenc it """ fell tTwt 1ioinr due credil to tho 
.4.uotr'olian nuroe might dilute ond tlicide tlte f lo/Y• 

But we do kno'v that if this courageous, able 
. woman is ·FOROED TO GIVE 

PROGRAM in America be· 
e/t.l~se sh•e_ ct~~ raise a mere $150~ a year it will 
~'\;1bp'rn~u TRAGEDY FOR T.w; A~mRIOA.i~ 

bas· certainly been g~nerous in do-

n:~!tt:;~~~ fight infantile paralysis. 
,., we've been givmg te the WRONG 
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' PLEASE STAY-That was the ~lea or the chil'd vie· in the United States. They are eloquent testimony of the 
tims of infantile. )Jaratysis, aU of wliom have been aided ~ffectlvcness of her treaUnent. She n'eeds '$150,000 ~nnu4 
6y the treatm'ent pt·e..~cribcd by Sister .Kenny, and shown ally tor the upkeep or a tratnlrlg c.linic in her methods. 
at a :rally .in Chicago to ktep the !anted Australian nurse 1 tll lrmd to • .-t Xf"'' ,;o• nd·photo. 

. . flAsk JA.. P-e-'-~-ny-.. -fo-. ~.Kenny' :,,. •. -:. .... -

~ To .,~-~ .ep _Nurs~ in U.S. 
'., . By NO!UNE .FOLEY· ·"' ·J I So«kl t o tht ]<.', Y. louTMl•A.Mfrfta.n. 

CIDCAGO, b!arcb 11.-A penny for Kenoy ... 
It;, Out ol the smiles of Kcnoy.eured· ellildrcn .and tho grali· e 
he tude of humans £tee of 1be tortues of 'inftmtile para1y~>is 'vas 

~ 
bom a moyement to banJth the • '· t 
m~ans happ1n~ a-nd . he1llt.h and cuJtle.·"'and Qbtt.aeles · l.n o:rdt.r to t 
dread d1st"'e wttb a vow to: . • .. 

"'Keep SJs'kr Kenny· h~~!" r-et that truth before the J)eople. 
f A ~dlaJknge hurltd trom the ReftnlDg t.o the entlrely new I 
~- plat1orm or the Orfental Theatre conception and tuhniQuc of the 1 

jox Bulldlng·s .hall by Dr, Preston Kenny +reatment in infantile . 
on Bndlcy Ja..st nlght. found 1mme- paral}'s:l.$,t Or. Bradley ~ald1 
en dlate and tbrilllns- r esponse: in the "l thlpk the IJnal proof arl 

~
k scores of eager younga.t.ers seated whether or tl&l a thJnr b rtcht h 
a abaut hJm, ·a.U polfo vicUms. and -dO"Cs ll woTk? lC tt. C'd.S result~. 
_ 1n the hu.nd.reds or rell'!.tlVt$ and tlt~C Is n o a.r;-wnc:nt. a.rab u t U.s 
- filends Who theered the PMtOf sue«ss. I Jt b a tact that Sister 

be of t.he Peoplc:S Cburth or Chlco.go Kenny Is cctUn~: usults-\•e:ry 
l!f Whrn he &afd: ta.nl:'lbJe result~•J • 

"lr 15,000,000 pecple would 'h·c LAUDS HEARST PAFERS. 
- one penny a )'tar , Sb:tcr Kenny Laud.lrfr the He•nt ne\\'&.papers 

te would b&\'C the required $150,000 for t.belr support 01 Slater Kenny 
\d annually to eaTt7 Gn her m af- Dr Bndlty Wd.. ' 
le nUiccnt work. Why nc( d art a •".t: tannot. hd; but 1.ce victcry 

e:a.mp.afrn 1t'lth the atoran, "A ahud lor Sister Kenn y and lhn.t 
' d Penny for Kt.nny' t'• intans ba.pplnes &~Uid bC'alth A_nd 

f
·l N. Y. WOMAN'S IDEA. strenct.b fer n.U ~rha are aUUctccS." 

Dr, llradlcy revealed that the 'I'he meeunc '1\'ll$ sponMn<t by 
fd rt Wfl!l EU"'"eot.d by Mrs H B the Chicago AS$0CIAted Nur.s:t-s, 

e .,. : · · tl\e Cbl~go Nurse-s' Commltt..c:e: 
Gordon. ot U4 E. 5lnd at .. New for the EXt..c:nslon cf Better Nuu­
Yo:k CILY, who unt 100 pennJu tns ca.re a od the Soclety or Ame>T- I 

I. to atarl. tlie; drh•e. . - Jcan.Nurs.t.1, who pntcnted 1\ cttll- . 
\ SaJd Dr •. Bradley! uon to Sht.u Kenny for d_lsUn- · 

"Every rted ldt2, every n eat r:::ut$hed urvtcc nnd contrtbuUons 
• Ptr$onallly, ever)' lrnpCII'I.ant trulh t.o humaniLY. 
• lhat bu enr been c t "~ Taltle .:;· ::.::~-----
~ to elrtUr.atlon bas h.-d a l remc:n• Button. \/p Y<lllr Lips and Sll\' t 

dous druc, le to onreome dlffl. Our Shlp!l. 
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THE STORY OF THE KENNY METHOD 

-. -
Just three and a half years ago-- in 1940-- a ·distinot 

change in our treatment of infantile paralysis was introduced, 
I one that has since caught the public's attention because of its 

human drama. This was , of course, the method of treating 

infantile paralysis victims which was evolved by Sister Kenny, 

the Australian nurse. 

Many have misunderstood the nature of the Kenny treatment, 
and have thought it a cure for infantile paralysis. That is not 
true, and Sister Kenny makes DQ· such claim. There is llQ cure 
for this crippling disease. The medical profession is still in 

the dark as to how to prevent it. It cannot control its spread. 
No one yet knows by what method this virus is carried from one 
victim to another. In a day when we are masters of typhoid, 

smallpox, and diphtheria -- infantile paralysis is still a riddl e, 
a mystery, a crippling menace prowling our country at will . 

What Sister Kenny has contributed, however-- and it is 
a very real contribution -- is a method for treating victims 
already stricken by infantile paralysis ; a method that in the 
opinion of many American doctors reduces the crippling after­

effects of the di sease. 



There is a real interest in the history or the Kenny 
method in this country. and The National Foundation ror Infantile 
Paralysis played an all-important part in evaluating this technique 
and in making it available to every infantile paralysis victim. 

Sister Kenny went to the offices or the National Foundation 
one day in May , 1940, because she knew that the job of the 
National Foundation was to examine and. study every. new bit of 
knowledge that could possibly hasten the conquest of infantile 
paralysis. Present that day, were Sister Kenny, the President 
of the National Foundation and its Medical Director. Sister 
Kenny told how she had first developed her method. Thirty 
years ago, as a young nurse in the Australian bush country, 
without medical assistance she had to care for a child stricken 

• with infantile paralysis. Instead of immobilizing her patient's 
paralyzed limbs in casts or splints, she worked out a method of 
easing the pain and tightness in the muscles by frequent appli­
cations of, heat-- strips or woolen material were wrung out or 
steaming hot water. As the pain subsided she followed this with 
passive exercise until the patient himself could move his limbs . 

• 
She felt that in many oases , this treatment had prevented many of 
the crippling after-effects of the disease. 

• .,,. Sister Kenny was anxious that the National Foundation 
subject her .method to scientific check, and so was the National 
Foundation. A few weeks later, when the University of Minnesota 
asked the National Foundation to support a program to study the 
Kenny method, it readily made a grant to that institution to 
enable Sister Kenny to demonstrate her method, and to give the 
doctors at Minneapolis a chance to see her work. For the next 
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six or seven months, Sister Kenny treated infantile paralysis 
patients in Minneapolis. 

In January of 1941 , the National Foundation received a 
preliminary report trom the doctors at the University. They 
were strongly impressed by what they had seen. ' TO be sure, the 
number or oases studied had been tew - too few to J ustity 
definite conclusions, but the physicians supervising this study 
felt that the patients treated had made tar better recoveries 
than was usual in their experience. They recommended further study. 

There was one fact, not widely known , that made these 
doctors cautious in their Judgment. And that was the fact that 
over 50 per cent of all infantile paralysis oases seemingly 
recover by themselves, without any special form of treatment! 
"How do we know," these doctors asked, "that many of these cases 
Sister Kenny has treated might not have been among those that 
would have recovered spontaneously?" Obviously no one could 
answer that question, but medical science and the National 
Foundation had to take that factor into account . . 

The caution of these doctors making their first study of 
the Kenny method was justified on other grounds, too. They had 
seen many hopeful methods for treating infantile paralysis tried 
before -- methods which failed to stand up under scientific test. 
Before they gave the Kenny method their full approval, they had 
to be sure. 

That is why in 1941, the National Foundation made a second 
grant to the University of Minnesota to make further studies of 
the Kenny method. Nearly one hund.red patients were treated the 
following year. In December of 1941 the medical men of the 

.. . . 



University made a second report. After consideration or this 
report •. the Medical Advisory Committee of the National 
Foundation declared: 

"It is the opinion of this committee that during 
the early stages of infantile paralysis the len&th 
of time during which pain and tenderness are 

' present is greatly reduced, and contractures caused 
by muscle shortening during this period are pre­
vented by the Kenny method. The general 
physical condition of the patient receiving this 
treatment," said the committee, "seems to be 
better than that of patients treated by some of 
tht! other methods during a comRarable period." 
It was on the basis of this report that The National 

Foundation for Infantile Paralysis felt justified in opening the 
throttle and going full steam ahead to make this Kenny method of 
treating infantile paralysis available everywhere in ttie land. 
A plan was immediately set up to instruct and train doctors, 
nurses and physical therapy technicians. Sister Kenny herself 
was to help in the teaching at the University of Minnesota. 

How well this has worked was clearly demonstrated during 
• I 

the epidemics of 1943 when 12,401 oases were reported. The doctors 
of the whole nation had learned something of the work; many were 
intimately acquainted with it . Physical therapy technicians 
and nurses had been trained to do the work . From the epidemic 
areas of the West, the Central States and the East came a flood 
of requests from physicians for more technicians and more nurses 
to give this treatment . 



~ 

Here was proof ot the endQrsement or the method by 

American medicine ! Patients could be treated from coast to ooast . 

Private physicians, cli nios , hospitals and departments or health 

called t or more skilled workers. The supply was li.mited by the 

demands placed on this oountry by war; yet there were enough 

to do a good job . 

Up to the present time, a total ot 900 persons have 

received this training at the University of Minnesota alone, 

and have been graduated with the approval and certification or 

Sister Kenny . 

All of this has been tremendously costly -- a cost borne 

entirely by the National Foundation. To date, $107,000 has 

been given by the National Foundation to the University of 

Minnesota alone, to further the evaluation and teaching of the 

Kenny method. Every sum this University has ever requested has 

been granted in full by the National Foundation. 

But the task of teaching the number of technicians needed 

to serve the whole country was too great for any one school . So 

the National Foundation opened other centers. Institutions in 

California, Illinois , Indiana, Georgia, Pennsylvania and New York 

took up the teaching or the Kenny method . In addition to the 

money given to the University of Minnesota, $140,000 has been 

granted to the other schools. These grants were made to schools 

connected with or operated by medical teaching centers. Eight 

medical colleges and one hospital devoted solely to treating 

infantile paralysis and to training professional people took up 

the burden of making the special skills and knowledge available 

to all doctors, nur~es and physical therapy technicians. There 
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was no quarrel here between American medicine and new methods ot 
alleviating suffering and crippling from i~fantile paral~sisl 

The National Foundation has spent additional mo~ey on 
scholarships, wool for treatment, distribution of literature, 
exhibits and demonstrations -- a total of $301,000 1 

In fact -- and it is one worth remembering -- ih the past 
three years the National Foundation and its Chapters have spent 
a total of over a half million dollars of your money for the 
study and teaching of the Kenny method! It is no exaggeration 
to state that in all the history of medicine, few new theories 
have ever received such generous financial support from the 
people of any nation . 

In addition to all of the foregoing, two five- year grants 
have been made recently by your National Foundation : one for 
$175,000 to the University of Minnesota t o study the physiological 
problems concerning the mechanism of infantile paralysis and 
methods of treatment; the other grant of $150,000 was made to the 
University of Pennsylvania to establish a center for research and 

• 
instruction in physical medicine. Both of these grants permit 
further evaluation and teaching of the Kenny method. 

It is the dimes and dollars of the American people that 
have made this possible -- the dimes and dollars they have 
contributed each year to the March of Dimes. And those dimes 
have done good work. Last year, the third greatest epidemic 
in the recorded history of the disease in the United States 
struck our country. Had it not been for the hundreds of 
doctors, nurses and technicians trained with the public 's money 
and ready to administer the Kenny method promptly, that epidemic 



might have resulted in a national disaster. 
It is obvious, or course, that this newer type ot · 

treatment is tar more costly, in money and personnel, than the 
older systems ot handling polio victims. Heretofore, patients 
were usually immobilized in splints and plaster casts and could 
be oared for by a small staff of doctors, nurses and technicians. 
The physical therapy gi~n usually consisted of a few hours of 
treatment a week - and that frequently was administered only 
late in the disease. 

With the Kenny method, all that is different . Our 
medical men, in their own language , describe the Kenny method 
this way - "It is the early use of physical therapy, designed 
to prevent unnecessary deformities and to bring about the 
maximum function of such nerves and muscles as may have been 
spared by the disease process . " 

That means that each patient must have far more individual 
attention . Each case must have hot packs applied every hour or 
two for at least twelve hours of the day during the acute stages 
of the disease . At the same time , the passive exercise and 

, re-education of the patient's muscles must be started. Just 
consider the personnel required to provide suoh care under 
epidemic conditiona l Consider, too, the soaring cost of such 
treatment I 

Progress is being made in the fight against infantile 
paralysis. The Kenny method definitely represents an important 
step forward in our treatment of this disease. But the fact 
that it isn ' t a cure and it isn't fully developed must be borne 
in mind. 
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There are some oases that oan't be helped at the present 
time by any known method of treatment, whether it be the Kenny 
method or any other. These are the victims whose nerve cells 
have been completely destroyed by the ravages of the disease . 
To them, motion in some muscles has been denied forever. It is 
because of these cases, particularly, that the res~arch programs 
of the National Foundation, designed to find a way to prevent the 
disease, must go on. 

Unfortunately , no one has yet been able to find a cure 
for infantile paralysis. Studies are constantly being pursued 
along this line by the National Foundation, but so far without 
result . The re is no known drug or serum or vaccine to combat 
the virus that causes the disease . But, in the meantime, both 
the amount and kind of palliative treatment have been improved. 

How such treatment methods oan be best taught and· made 
available to the people is a matter about which there is a 
difference of opinion. The establishment of a Kenny institute 
in Minneapolis as the only place where the Kenny method would 
be taught has been suggested. But, of course , it's impossible 
to train all the Kenny technicians we require at any one place -­
in Minneapolis or elsewhere . And it would be equally impossible 
for any one person to supervise the various centers of teaching 
now supported by The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 

The ultimate aim is to make ~hatever is sound in the Kenny 
method a part of the curriculum of every medical, nursing and 
physical therapy school in the country ~ and that aim will be 

aooomplished. No on~ institution oan have a monopoly on the 
teaching of the Kenny method . While it is Sister Kenny's oontri-

-8-
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bution to humanity, tor humanity's sake it must be available to all. 

This history ot the Kenny method shows very clearly that 

your National Foundation stands ready to evaluate and test and 

make available eyery method ot treatment that prom1ses to loosen 

the grip that infantile paralysis has on our children. If, on 

the basis of tests made, a method is found effective, the full 

resources of The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 

will be thrown behind it. The half million dollars of your money 

spent on the Kenny method to date certainly proves that. 

The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis is your 

Foundation -- a Foundation dedicated to one purpose and one 

purpose only -- final and complete conquest of infantile paralysis. 

Until that conquest is made, the National Foundation will 

carry on the most ambitious research program ever marshalled 

against any disease . It will also continue to provide hospitali­

zation and medioal care, including the Kenny treatment , in every 

community to every infantile 

it will continue to evaluate 

brought to its attention. 

paralysis victim who needs it. And 
I 

and aid every new method that is 
• 

It is the people of America who have made all that possible ! 

-~ 
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0". ElfRNA"D R . SM I TH 

A8HCVtLL& . N. c . 

J;agait 9, 1939. 

PreaideDt JraDkliD D. RooeeTelt, 
fhe White Houae, 
YaahiQBtoD, D. O. 

J17 deal' Kr. Pred4eata 

~t a ~Dt ot your t1we to 
th&Dli: you 1101t he&rUly tor JOU!' kiii4DeU 1D eeD4.-
1ag • your pllotogl'aph. It oooup1ea the place ot 
hoDor 1D 117 OOIIIUlt&UOD l'OOII &114 baa beeD IIIUOh a4-
'ID1zoe4 bJ II&JIY ot 117 paUe11h, neD liepllbl1oallll 

Mao'• Jll'Ogl'eee 1a Tel'J e&Ue­
taotoey, although 11eceaaar117 alcnr. CD Saturday we 
ahall take &Dother x-ray picture ot hie cheat, but 
'IUI4er the tleuroaeope we oeD aee that tha g-. 1a g1T-
1ag the Deeded pl'eaaure 111 the r28ht l'IUIIf, aDd iD due 
ocuree ot U11e the oeT1Uea will aoer oTer. He baa 
Dot gaiDed a111 iD weJsht: it appear• that he 1a uoable 
to 428eet hie tood Tll'J well ualeu he 1a takillg p~­
Bioel exeroiae aD4 thie we c&DDot pel"'DU. fhe 11101t ea­
aeat1al taotor iD hie oaae ie the obliteratioll ot those 
caT1Uea. 

lliee DuraDd will haTe aaother opera­
Uoll withill a taw daya. Hcnrner, thie operaUoD 1a a 11i11or 
0111 co111p&l'e4 to the tirat ehe UDderweDt. .U the pl'eaeat 
U• 1t appear• that abe hal a good ohaDce to recoTer her 
healtha aot 100%, ot couree, but to eDJoy a reaao11able a­
moUDt ot BOO!i health. 

With killd regar41, I u, 

81Dcerely youra, 

B'BB/o 

~. 
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For Edgar Snow's letter of 12-28-44 enclosing his notes on a confidential 
conversation with Litvinov, 10-6-44, and FDR' s reply of 1-2-45 

SEE P. S.F.: Russia 
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OP'I"ICE OP' u~ 

THIE 81iCitiETARY OP' THii TltiiASUitY ()'-

November 241 1942 

Alemorandum for Jliss Tully: 

Referring to your telephone cal.l. 
and IIUIIIIOrandum ot toda,y 1 arrang8111ents 
have been made to continue Wrs. Helen Al. 
Snyder at the Treasury in the Office ol 
tli8'1'reasurer of the United state., where 
she i s now employed. 

Miss Grace G. Tully, 

The White House, 



•• 

/ THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

BovMber 24, 1942 

lfEIIOR.a.NDUJI FOR 

TliE SECREl'ARY OF Tim TREASURY 

Following up our telephone 
conversation, I wonder 1f it would 
be possible to continue Kra. Helen 
ll. Snyder (Kra • . .llonttoDd Sn)'Qer, 
wife ~ the President• s chauffeur) 
at the Treaaury in her present 
departlllentt 

I understand that abe 1a 
working 1n U~ Securit1ea Division 
and that it would be very ditt1cult 
for her to get to Gallinger, aa 
ahe lives 1n Vir&1n1a and it would 
entail three or t our transfers In 
trying to make connect ions wluoh, 
she f1&urea, would take abOut t*o 
boura aornlog and eveninc. 

Anythln& you can do to help, 
1 know will be appreciated by 
Monty. 

11th a&n7 thanks. 

OBACE Ci. 1\JLLI 
Private Secretary 

• 

' ' 



I 'F,JII'o' . ' ' ':··. ' THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 4, 1943. 

MEMORANDUM I'OR 

MR. ORIM: 

The President teela that Montr 

Snyder· oould be ot aome uae oYer here 

at the Ottioe and ao be baa asked him 

to report next Monda7 110rnlng. Ot oourae , 

be will oont1nue to driYe tor tba Presi­

dent a a be alwa1a baa , but be oan do 

other tltlnga that will be ot great help 

to the ExeoutiYe Ottioea. 

Thia tor 10u~ information. 

Graoe G. Tull1 
PriYate Seoretarr 
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.. w •. th• P.opl.e" 
"Tho WH~ In Woolllnqton" 

JOHN FRANKLIN CARTER 
(Jay fTonklio) 

1210 NATIONAl. PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D. C • 

RErlJRT ON RECENT DEATH OF RUDOLPH STANIEY-BRO,'IN . 

t.laln>polltan 4112 
t.laln>polll .. 411) 

February 18, 1944. 

I donlt know whether anyone troubled to tell you about the recent death 

of Hu<ialph Stanley-Brown, at Augusta, Georgia. Rudy was the grandson of President 

Garfield and was married to my first cousin. For several years he had been at 

work as an architect for the Government and was engaged in helping the Federal 

program for municipal recreation planning as part of the war-effort . He died of 

virulent pneumonia . It would mean a great deal to his widow and children, as 

well as t o both families, if you could write her a brief note of sympathy. He 

was a very fine artist and a gentle man who had served his country to the best 

of his ability. 

~~­(J.F.C . 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

January 9, 197. 
!JEUORANDUU FOR THE PRESIDEliT 

Louie Stark, who is if anything 
pro C.I.O. , asked to see me yeeter-' 
day morning . He told me that 
Lyeereon of the Railroad Mediation 
Board, who has hitherto been com­
pletely uninterested in the National 
Labor Relations Board, bad t old Stark 
two days before, i.e., Friday, that 
i n view of the dangers that mi ght 
ensue if David Lewis were appointed 
to the Board, he , Lyeerson, would 
be willing to take the appointment , 
leaving his plaoe on the Ra.ilroad 
Mediation Board, at the same price 
t o be filled by Lewis. 

Stark told me again of the 
intrigues within the administrative 
staff of the National Labor Relations 
Board centering around Witt and the 
Oommuniet affiliated group, with 
which Edwin Smith is tied in; of 
Madden 1s difficulties in believing 
what the situation really is, and 
of the ease with whioh Stark t hought 
Lewis, tired and trusting, oould be 
taken in by the aggressive Edwin 
Btni th group. 

' 



lo?ember 8, 1959 

Memorandum for Seeretary Hull 

FroDl General Watson 

Sends him at the President's request a letter from C, D, Ricke, 

of St. Louie, Missouri suggesting the appointment of Gov, Stark 

aa ~basaador to Mexloo, 

See1 Hioka letter-- Nov 2, 1959-Gen corree-Drawer 2- 1959 
• 
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I'RED~M 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

I onder if you woulo. g i ve the enclosed 
note to he Pre s ident . I have been worrying about 
it and boping t o say somethinG to him personally . I 
will fee l much bette r i£ wou b ive him the note but 
wi ll l eave it to your judgement . 

How o bout a blow off party next week a fter 
the dinner is over? 

./allaoe is coming ttovm f or the dinner. You 
all be tter get together on my speech . 



PRESSROOM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

• 
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PsF': ~~"A' 

J . DAVID STERN 

f~ m v-

PHIL.ADCLPHIA ACCOAO • ,.,......OC:..,...."'­
CVCHINO COUCtiCA. ¢A"" 0 CH, ,.,.,., 
MOAN INO POST. CAMO CII . ... .t • 

See: 

Mr. Stephen ~arly 
Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Steve: 

Philadelphia 1, Pa., October 26, 1943 

I enclose copy ot letter to the President . 

I plan to call you tomorrow rooming and discuss 
this matter with you . I cannot see how the Presid ant can parmi t 
such d 1rty lies to go ~nnoti_ced . He need merely state the f' acts , 
without any embellishruent. 

'!'his is the dirtiest political campai£n I havs 
ever witnessed . The .Hepublicans are accusing Bullitt of anti­
Semitism, ~asc1sm and everything else they can think of'. 

em 
enc . 

J 

With kind regards, 

PPF 1124 for original of this l etter, enclosu res a nd FOR's 
response of 10-29-43. 



UN ITrD STATU TA•Ir, COIIIIINION 

WAIIIIIIOTON 

AAYIIIOND I , IRVIMI June 14, 1940. 
, ...... . 

Dear Miss LeHaruil 

I am enclosing a brie£ con-

£idential note £or the President, It 

concerns a matter which I think o£ real 

and immediate interest to him. 

I would appreciate it 1£ you 

will see that the President gets it as soon 

as convenient. 

Yours sincerely, 

~J4.uu.d8.~~ 



-
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UNITED STATES TARIFF COMMISSION ~ ~ ~e.,V' 
WA8HJNGTON ~ '$ '• 

RAYMOHO&~ 

June 14, 1940. \ 

• 

The President, 
The White House. 

Dear Mr. President: 

The entire country is behind your program £or military pre-

parodness, and I believe that a large majority are behind your inter-

national policiae, especially all possible aid to the Allies. Again, 

as in the domestic emergency of 1932, you have given leadership. 

There is, however, one weak spot - the War Department. 

I do not know personally either Woodring or Johnson, but I do know 

that the public does not have confidence in either of them. This feeling 

exists not onlY among Republicans and anti-New Dealers but among your most 

loyal friends and supporters . There is a strong feeling that to some extent 

the lack of a good Secretary of War is responsible for the present condition 

of the ~. and also that the retention of Woodring and Johnson will injure 

the preparedness program. 

hurting you. 

I am certain of this - their retention is 

The quicker the change is made, the better for the country and 

you - and I have a deep feeling of l oyalty for both. 

If Jesse Jones could be spared, be would make an excellent man. 

And, how about Swager Shirley? 

Yours, as 

ev~~. 







October 4, 1939. 

I 

Dear Mr. President& 

In reepoDI!e to your ~~emorandUII of the 3rci, 
I am of the opinion that Dobie. in point ot experi­
ence, background, understend1 ng ot the probleu in­
vol ved, and pereonalitT, is 1d~ qualltieci for the 
pos ition ot Court Adllin1strator· Until I received 
1f1UZ memorandum it bad not occurred. to • that he 
would be willing to gin up his work aa a District 
Judge. If he is willing I thinlt ha ought to be ser1-• ousl7 consi dered, 

OnlT a single query suggests itself to IMU 
whether hill health would sustain the wear and tear 
of what I anticipate 1147 be, in eo• respecte, a Yery 
difficult and trying work. I have discussed the Mt­
tar w1 th Brother P'ranlttorter aDd he will ca.aunicate 
to you aore in detail the occasion for this que17, 

The Honora ble, 
The President of the United States, 
Executive Offices, 
The White Bouse, 

' 

' ' 
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T H E WHITE H O U SE 

WAS HINGTO N 

PsF v -vv 

I woald a•k Pa ••••on to 

look 1Dto II&Jor Straqe 1 • oa•• without 

MnUoniDg that the wife !Ia• written 

to rou. 

P.D.R. 

L~tter from Clara c. (Mrs . Vlalt er S, ) Rtrange, 
ltoute 1 , .'ltockbrtdge, Michigan , 2/11,/44, to 
.irs . fioosevel t, in behalf of her husband, 
Major Walter S . Strange, ••k'•e~~ who 
hAs be on r etired from the ).rmy . Askfl that he 
be placed on the Active List. 



/ 

' 
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In tboee t111ee 1n our h1etol'f when we were taoe4 

a ooaaon toe, 1t was the ouatom ot our toreta thara to torm 

themselves 1nto a mUU1a euoh ae the Jl1nute llen who elected 

o:tt1cera tram their ranks. ~ tallow citizen whom the7 

elevated to collllllllll4 because ot his qual1 ties ot leadership 

and Judgment the7 thencetorth tollowed with lo7alt7, d1soipl1ne 

and respect. The7 di.d not requi:lre ot h1m that he d1aoloae to 

the ranks the detail ot his plana and the strate~ ot his 

manoeuvera. To have demanded it Ot him would have been held 

and Justly, an act ot msubo;odination, and tor a commander 

to have publicly discussed his campaign mi ght have resulted 

1n even graver consequences. The whole course ot our history 

might have been altered. 

In recent weeks there bas been heard trom several 

aem1-publ1c bodies a crit1o1sm ot the pol.ioiea ot the Pres1.dent 

co~pled with a demand that he expose his objectives and lq 

bare the det•Us ot his plan. These demands have even been 
the 

couched 1n,..term1nolo~ ot revolt. While criticism and 

suggestion are t .he privilege ot every c1t1zen, this represents 

a n.ew and untoholesome manifestation toward the Commander­

in-Chiet whom the people at the last election have entrusted 

with the campaign against the economic disaster that is abroad 

i n the world. It is an aot o.t insubordination at a time when 

all ot us are under arms. It breeds lack o:t con:tidenoe. It 1s 

a d1.ssa:rfect.1on 1n the ranks. 

Tho undersigned are a group of men represent& ti ve 

of every section ot our country, Bbme o:r whom are members o:r 

the Preaident1 e party and supported h1m at the polls and others 

are members o:r the opposition a.nd voted ~a1nst him. We are 

(united, however, 1n our respect for the high ot:t1ce to which 

\ the people have called h1m - 1n our confidence in his 1ntegr1.ty 

.. 



. ' 

/ - 2-

and 1n our boneat desire that no untoward word or aot shall 

block t he turtheranoe ot hie plan t or reoovel'7. We oall 

upon our tallow o1t1zene ot eve1'7 ebade ot pol1t1oal ballet 

to e~rt him loJ&lly, to oaet no ehadow ot an unJust doubt 

on hie obJeotlves and to preserve the d1gn1ty ot the great 
poa1t1on wh1oh he t1lla trom the un-Amerioan assault ot the 

querulous, the subversive, and those ot little ta1th • 

• 
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WABHINQTON 

Y-~,~· THE WHITE HOUSE 

e: 
April 17, 1~ 

~ r>-' 
.L!EIIORANDIJll FOR THE FRESIDENT: 

This is an excerpt !rom a 
letter !rom Betty Strevig - the girl 
!rho had lunch with us on East er Sunday: 

"T think the President i .e quite the nuts 
but I• d never dare tell hilll. '1/hen I can apeak 
of him as FOR or Wr. Roosevelt or just plain 
Franklin ae moat of us think ot him, I•m all 
right 1 but saying .llr. President ecarea 1118 to 
death. It' a like addressing a ndrage or a 
legend - something extremely impersonal and 
distant . I like him very very much but I 
don ' t believe I could talk aeneibl,y to him 
until he leaves that .llr. President buaineee ." 

E.R. 
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7-20-42 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

KEXORANDUM FOR lfiSS TULLY: 

llr. Ryan, Red Cross Br. 2301 
phoned. 

He said about a month ago Mrs . 
l'linthrop Rutherford talked to the President 
about a Mr. stuyvesant who was captured in 
Libya . He says some one recently called 
from the White HOUBe to lolrs. Rutherford 
reporting J.:r . stuyvesant safe. 

Mr. Ryan would like 1;o talk to 
the peDson who gave this last message . 
I thought this might be something you 
handled personally. 

ld 
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.• c.C.CJJoyM'eeu' Bud," 
OJ. D~hU• Cf!untY . 

... . ... ..... ::.- . 
• JIYDZ 'p.ui'K, N. y • oct. I <*~• 

. -A C. 0 .. 0. boJin.unl!omt wu 
alalldlnl balde tl>e roed In troD~ 
ot an ol4 'DU\ehea County holllll 
whm•~blue tourlDI car, K•tnl 
yean olcl, atopped bakle him. 
· :rhe-dri"~U uked ·u.e boY who 
o""ed tl>e proportj liOW. 
• "'I dOD't·kllow," the lad replied. 
'i'heD; with ~ Jerk ot ~ U.wnb, be 
ulr.ed: -".11:/e ,70U IOinr · IJl lnWll, 
b 
... , ... ,_._., .,:.· t:; .... . .a .,... • ... "' -.. r~ ... \.:~t ;-,. "'t .. , •• • • • 

·.•. The .mari' ol!dnssed u "Bud" 
eiq,JA!ned• that the' car wu. full 
o.nd that It wu'llot co\na·to we. 

59 the Prealclent~ the United 
SlAtes drove.&way cllucll:llnc. • . . . , ... - .,,.... . ' . 

... ... -------..-... -...;,·:.;... ;.... ".' 



STANDARD I'"ORM N o. I~A 
AI'NOIIID aT TICI P-T 

MAIIcll 10. , .. ~ <Wlliie 

TELEGRAM 
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PAID 

M1ss MARGARET SucKLEY, 

RHtNEBECK,NY. 

' 
, 

FRANKLIN D.ROOSEVELT • 

••o 

UNABLE STOP ON RETURN.CAN YOU COME WASHINGTON THURSDAY TO GO OVER 
FINANCIAL FILES 1 RETURNING SATURDAY- WITH ME? 

FRANKLIN D.ROOSEVELT. 
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PRIVATE 

Jawe'7 11, 1Hl. 

MDOJWIIIUJI roa 
101, ODlftOHD D. 81JLLIYAI 

U bee oo• 'o ~ a"eDUOD ~~ 
Uala llaD feme Jlaraball, a JNbll._. 
,._Ion, 1llbo 1e oo..saouac a .-palp 
11blob baa tile .taol ... bearbd bla .. lq of 
ua. bU Oft a DMD\ aD4 1e 1ateale4 
1Dd1J'eOtl7 \o eDOCNNp 0Giap1e'e hP n 
Yletor,r, .baa approaObe& a tar of 
.,.. ... u. ' 18114en 1a In %on Ol\7. 
U h ea14 Uaat one 1H4er elped tbe 
..... or la.l• 41etr1ot oaptalaa w 
Jluou•n • • proncnaaoe••'. appandlJ 
w1 U.O.t tbe1r kDow1etp. U 1e ea14 
Uaa' lD oae ot tile 8Joook1JD 41etnete 
ua. Jlareball orotn\ aDil Patber Cnabl1D' • 
orow4 ba•• oa. toptur. 

I tboqbt 70\l vo\114 l1ke to ban 
Uah lDfOJWatlOD. 

r. D. a. 

I 
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y THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.. 

January 10, 1944· 

IO; Ji:I'O'RANDUM FOR 

Gnmt:-AL :"ATSON 

I want to see General Surles 

end General Fred Osborn sometime 

soon. 

(The subject I l'tish to di.s-
' 

cuss with them is "The Readers 

Di gest") 

These peoole did not ask for 

an appointment and know nothing 

about . it . 

F. D.R. 

(This uppt . never arranged - Judge 
Ros enman and Secy . Early handling 
1.nstead . ) 
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ay s, 1941. 
,, ~·· 

Dear Boss , 

Here In the bosque and happy as a lark. Plenty to do and feel­

ing like more !11 the time . If you could have a month of the sunshine 

and fresh gulf breezes instead of those short little trips that Uncle 

Sam allows you I believe that you could shake that sinus trouble that 

you have been bothered with. ttlne is a l ot better here . 

We did the South American crowd all the honors this week- end 

and I think that they received a very good impression. Beauregard 

is the right man on that j ob . He understands those fellows . He and 

I had a long talk~at the Commandant ts reception)over our days together 

in S. A. many years ago and he evolved a scheme that I think that you 

should hear relative to the cultivation of friendliness and the co­

operation that we need there. He has been down in that part of the 

world most of his active cruising and having been brought up on a 

bronco he savez t be gaucho's temperment . Call him in and ask him about 

the idea of sending a bunch of smart yo1mgsters down u.nier the line 

for a year or t wo,as soon as they have finished at the academy . Send 

fellows who would win the senioritas and you win the country . I think 

that "Beauryn has something there, and I'm sure that you are the only 

man in the worl d who can bring i t about . I dropped the Admiral a note 

this morning and told him that he should get t he idea to you if possibls 

fot· I know that it would interest you. 

Sorry that you did not see this plant when you were down in Ft . 

Lauderdal e. It's worth looking over. Real goers these youngsters who 

are now your commanding officers in11The Strong Right Arm~ It seems a 

little queer to me to be landed among these fliers after so many years RIR ~ 

1-------------------------------------------------- ffi Ri l 
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for having been the first naval officer in the world to fly in an aero­

plane (with wright at Ft. Merey in about sept 1907) I have never lost 

my interest in the art nor the fellows who are in tbt game . I begin to 

believe, Boss , that it is the only answer to the world~ troubles . Your 

program of fifty thousand fliers is the least yearly allowance that we 

should stand for . Hitler cannot match us in speed of production and 

dare devil fliers if we really get mad anrt going . I~' s years of work~ 

without doubt1 and we may be down to pretty skinny guys when it is over , 

but anything is better than having to learn German, and pa.rticularly 

tha~Ja wohl meinherr, part of it . Better be dead and having it out 

with ST. Peter . 

• 

Best of luck and good health to you . I 1ve picked out a peach of 

a job down here for you after you finish with this President job . Lots 

of interesting work and a marvelous place to develop and play \nth . "Add 

ten years to your l .ife'1 Favorite Florida phrase . 

Ever devotedly yours , 4__,, __ 

RIR 3e 

ffiRIL 
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President Roosevelt , 
The White House, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Boss, 

September ~0, 1941. 

• 

Here is a part of one of a set of lectures delivered to the 
officers and cadets of this station by Lieut. Comdr . Winston Folk, u.s .N 
for the purpose of crystalizing the ideas of all hands as to why this 
war is America ' s too . As soon as the lectures are mimeographed I ' ll 
send you a copy as I am sure that they will interest you. In the 
mean-time could you have one of your secretaries edit the part of this 
lecture that bears on the'fresh caughtness' of those of your forebears 
who were referred to in Flynn's book as Dutch, German, Swedish and 
English girls; and enlighten Comdr. Folk as to the correctness of his 
(Folk's) conclusions that they were American girls. I have marked the 
part that is in need of more exact information . 

I am feeling tip-top again, Lean ana sassy, and I hope doing 
something worth while. Not building another Post LaFayette, but making 
the experiences of the old days pay a dividend to Uncle Sam , by help­
ing to keep the boat on an even keel . 

With best of wishes , and hopes that you do not allow yourself 
to get too tired . 

U. S. Naval Air Station, 
Miami , Florida. 

• 

Devotedly yours, 

~r 

RIR ~ 
ffiRIL 
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