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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 6 , 1944 

I.!E!I.ORANOtnA FOR THE PaESID!!:NT. 

. 
8 Rtl a , 

Today I ventured to express to Ed Stettinius 
my opinion that the appointment of Julius Holmes 
as J.ssistant Secretary or State would be a mist!lke . 

This opinion is based on personal observation 
of General Holmes • work in llorth Africa &.nd the 
European Theatre . 

On June 11th last - just after D-Day - I had 
a conversation with Gener;U Holmes (George Backer 

.. 

> 
,_ . 

and !.:ejor liarry Cein 'llere also present) in which he 
reviewed the various strains and stresses that bad 
existed between ourselves and the French - ~oing 
beck to Darlsn and Perrouton - and placed the bleme 
for them primarily on the President, saying that 
mistakes had bePn m&.de :\Dd repeated despite his 
(!lolmes•) preenent warnines of the unrortun&.t·e results , 

These remarks bed e particularly hypocritical 
rine to me since it was my belief -- and the belief 
or many other observers -- that Holmes had steadily 
advocated a reactionary policy which seemed thoroughly 
inconsis t ent with that of your Administration. 

Robert ~ . Sherl'lood 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W.O.SHINGTON 

Personal Md 8e:Atl aattal 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESI DENT. 

Karoh 24, 1945 

Subjeot: General MacAr t hur ' s Command 

It was my observation that: 

(1) General MacArthur's intelli gence s e r vice on the 
enemy and enemy- held territory is superb, due largely to the 
Filipino guerilla organi~ation which was organized and directed 
under hi s command . 

(2 ) On t he other band , I was shocked by t he inaccuracy 
of the i nformation held by General MacArt hur and his immediat e 
entourage about t he f ormulation or hi gh policy in washing t on. 
There are unmistakable evidences of an acute persecution com­
plex at work. To hear some of the steff officers talk, one 
would think that the War Department, the State Department, 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff - - end , possibly, even the \'/bite 
Bouse itself- - ere under the domination of "Communists and 
British Imperialists" . This strange IJ!isapprehension produces 
an obviously unheal t hy state of mind, and also the most un­
fortun~te public relati ons poli cy that I have seen in any 
theatre of war . Genera l MacArthur • s own publ ioity men do him 
t he worst kind of d i sservioe . 

(3) From the strictly military point of view, it seems 
to me that the operations· i n this theatre have been magnificent . 
The quality and the morale of the troops in the field are ex­
ceptionally high. I could detect no evidences of serious 
criticism of the coordination end cooperation of lend, see end 
air forces. 

Following is a brief summary of General MacArthur's 
views on the future handl ing of Japan whi ch he expressed to 
me at considerabl e l ength end with greet posi tiveness end 
eloquence: 

Tracing t he history of Japan, particularly in the past 
century, the General expressed the conviction that the 
"Emperor-ssnctityP idee is a myth fabricated by the military 
for their own purposes. Ease.ntisl to the continuance ot this 
myth, be asid, is the legend of invincibility; the Emperor 
remains a god only as long as the Army and Navy are all­
conquering. The total destruction of Japanese military power, 
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therefore, can involve (for the Japanese civil population) 
destruction of tho concept of Hirohito•s divinity. 1his will 
result in a spirituel vacuum and an opportunity for the in­
troduction of new concepts. The Japanese people will have 
inevitable respect for as well as fear of the instruments of 
their own defeat. Believing that might makes right , they will 
conclude that ws or the u.s.A. must be right . Furthermore , 
the prestige throughout Asia that we have established by our . 
Philippine'policy and which will be vastly increased by conquest 
or Japan·will make us the greatest infl uence on the future · 
develop~ent of Asia. If we exert that influence in an 
imperialistic manner, or for the sole purpose of commercial 
advantage, then we shall lose our golden opportunity; but if 
our influence und our strength are exerted in terms of 
essential liberalism we shall have the friendship and the 
cooperation of the Asiatic peoples far into the future. 

It seemed to be General MacArthur's view that the 
Japanese civil population it treated with stern justice and 
strength would be more capable of eventual redemption than 
are the Germane. 

1/0. 
Robert Sherwood 
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