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L‘Lg{)& THE WHITE HOUSE
P

WASHINGTON
December 6, 1944
MENORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT,
= on P PRACIDUNT.

Today I wentured to express to Ed Stettinius
my opinion that the appeintment of Julius Holmes
a8 Leslstant Secretary of Stats would be a mistake,

This opinion is based on bersonal observation
of General Folmss' work in North Africe and the
Buropean Theatre,

On June 11th last - Just after D-Day - I had
8 conversation with General Holmes (George Backer
and Msjor Harry Csin were also present) in which he
reviewed the warious strains and stresces that had
existed between ourselves and the French - going
back to Darlan and Peyrouton - and placed bthe blame
for them primarily on the Fresident, saying thet
mistakes had been made and repeated deapite his
(Holmes') pregnant warnings of the unfortunate results,

These remarks had a particularly hypoecritical
ring to me since it was my bellef -- and the belier
of many other observers -- that Eolmes had steadily
advocated a reactionary policy which seemed thoroughly
inconsistent with that of your Administration,

Robert E. Sherwood




logl
$ies in this war. Although he
longer asscoiated with the Offic
Information, Mr. Sherwsod ia llhg speeial
‘-rkhrtlil:r::.-t;i“ttnt:“
ringing home American peeple

te the peoples of Allied Waticas, the

importance o continuing opere-
tions in the war against Japan.

I hepe that you will have time
for a talk with him during his visit te
mmu;n-u,

All of us are eternally prowd

of your great achievements and kmow there
will be many more of them.

Yery sincerely yours,

1 Franklin D. Roosevelt

Osneral Douglas NMseArthur

Commander in Chief
Southwent Faoifle Area

(af? —7"«5&» M-.«éf,&d- Y. Hu%ﬂaf :2-#’67)
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON March 24, 1945
R T e A
Personal and T
¢
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT. ¢ “/:,E i

Subject: General MacArthur's Command

It was my observation that:

(1) General MacArthur's intelligence service on the
enemy and enemy-held territory is superb, due largely to the
Filipino guerilla organization which was organized and directed
under hls command,

(2) On the other hand, T was shocked by the inaccuracy
of the information held by General MacArthur and his immediate
entourage about the formulation of high policy in Washington.
There are unmistakable evidences of an acute persecution com-
plex at work. To hear some of the staff officers talk, one
would think that the War Department, the State Department,
the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- and, possibly, even the White
House 1tself-- ars under the domination of "Communists and
British Imperialists". This strange misapprehension produces
an obviously unhealthy state of mind, and also the most un-
fortunate public relations poliey that I have seen in any
theatre of war. General MacArthur's own publicity men do him
the worst kind of dlsservice.

(3) TFrom the strictly military point of view, it seems
to me that the operations in this theatre have been magnificent.
The gquality and the morale of the troops in the field are ex-
ceptionally high. I could detect no evidences of serious
eriticism of the coordination and cooperation of land, sea and
air foreces,

Followlng is & brief summary of General Machrthur's
views on the future handling of Japan which he expressed to
me at considerable length and with great positiveness and
aloquence:

Traclng the history of Japan, particularly in the past
century, the General expressed the convietion that the
"Emperor-ganctity” ldea is a myth fabricated by the military
for thelr own purposes. ZEssential to the continuance of this
myth, he sald, 1s the legend of invincibility; the Emperor
remalns a god only as long as the Army and Navy are all=-
conquering. The total destruction of JTapanese military power,
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therefore, can involve (for the Japanese civil population)
destructlion of the concept of Hirohito's divinity. This will
result in a spiritual vacuum and an opportunity for the in-
troduction of new concepts. The Japanese people will have
inevitable respect for as well as fear of the instruments of
their own defeat, Believing that might mekes right, they will
conclude that we of the U.S.A. must be right. Furthermors,
the prestige throughout Asla that we have eatablished by our .
Philippline"policy and which will be wastly increased by conquest
of Japan'will make us the greatest influence on the future
development of Asia. If we exert that influence in an
imperialistic manner, or for the sole purpcse of commerclal
advantage, then we shall loses our golden opportunlty; but if
our influence uand cur strength are exerted in terms of
essential liberalism we shall have the friendshlp and the
cooperation of the Asiatic peoplea far into the future.

It seemed to be General MacArthur's view that the
Japanese civil populaetlon if trested with stern justloe and
strength would be more capable of eventual redemption than
are the Germans.

Robert Sherwood
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