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Let ter to J "!T'es To1•msend - ?our~hkeepn ie, N .Y . 

Fr om tho President 

Encloses c heck for :(500--Prc:• . contr1hut1on to 
Dutches s Coun1;y Dem . Cortr.l . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ;}1 L / WASHINGTON ~ -
' I 

1937';"~ November .24, 

Mr . Roosevelt talked to IAr. Townsend . 

In view of the fact that the Russell name was 

suggested , Townsend feels he should withdraw 

the Hassett suggestion. 
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TH£ WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

/ J 

\ . -. 
November 19 , 1937. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE P. S. l 

I ~ Joe Keenan said he sent the ~ 

' 

President a confidentiAl memorandum 
about the man t~e President wants ~ ~ 
appointed Referee in Bankruptcy in ...... 
Dutchess County. Joe K. had a talk 
with Knox which the Attorney General • 
was going to tell the President about 
at Cabinet. Arnold, the man who \ 
now holds the position, died. Joe ~ 
said Knox wants to know if he can _ 
disclose to the other Judges that 
the President is interested in 
this man or that someone is interest­
ed. They will try and do it very 
discreetly. 
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II'TANDAitD f'OitM N o. 14A 

- I Y nt1 PltalallfT 
IWICHIO. t• 

TELEGRAM 

• 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS GOVERNMENT RA"TB 

l r , Jamee Townsend 
Pougbkeepe1e 
New York 

••• 1 ........ 

lo .. mber ~2, 1937 

Pleaee phone •• Tue~ re EliJah T. Rual8ll. 

J .. es RooeeTelt 

•i ·- - . 
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..__ ,, • " .\ .. , 
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11/21/'37 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEUO FOR JlMl.!I 

Tell J im Townsend t he matter bas been 

started on its way and we hope for results . 

FDR 
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.JA.atae T0WIIe8MD 
oov..,.., oa.••:w•• . o .... w. 008 ... 8Y 

•ao•• OOOW'W''Y OOMM.,.,.,.-.a 

DUTCHESS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 

Mr . James Roosevelt 
The White House 
Washington, D.O. 

My dear Secretary: 

•oo• •• .......... .,..,. ... 
~owauu 

November 12, 1937 

Some weeks ago I had a talk with the President regard­
ing the possibility of having Mr. Elijah T. Russell ap­
pointed Referee in Bankruptcy in place of Nr, Harry Arnold. 
The President indicated to me that he had it in hie mind 
how it might be worked out, however , within the last week Mr . 
Arnold died suddenly,. leaving this position vaoant. 

I would appreciate very much your discussing this mat­
ter with the President at the first opportunity you may 
have eo that Mr. Russell's name may be advanced for the job. 

Would be very pleased if you would keep me posted about 
this ei tuation. · 

\ .¥1 th kindest regards, I am 

JT: MS 

;

v: ry sincerely yours 
,_, ..... ·-"""-'To: c. 1 .. 

James Tar nsend 
= J "'\ . 

\ 



DUTCHESS COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 

.311 .. ARK liT 8T"&CT 

~UCJHt<l•..ara, H . Y. 
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Mr . James Roosevelt 
The \Vh1 te House 
Washington, D. C • 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

James 'l'ewnaend er Poughlteepde o~led. 

Wanta to eUbat1 tute the ni'UIIe et 'l'hemaa J. 

Haeaet t et Beacon tor EliJah '1'. Ruaaell • 

. - '- , II. A. D. 
• • ' ., ( 
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
WASHI NGTON 

~ovember 16, 1937. 

tzy dear Mr . President: 

A short while ago you sent me a memo-

randun1 dealing with the possibility of t he 

a='pointrnent of Elijah Russell as Referee in 

Bankru9tcy in DutcheEs County , and asked if there 

¥1as anything I could do &.bout the matter. I 

spo~e to Mr. Keenan about it and Psked him, at 

some convenient time, to t alk the matter ove r ' 'i th 

.Tudge Knox. 

I :-.eve just r eceived from tlr . Keenall 

a cmuidentia l report on the subject which , t ogether 

with a copy thereof, I encl oRe herew.lth . 

The President, 

The White Rouse . 



.IOKI'H L KaNAN 
n. .... ITAM' TO Tt.: A,_.,~ 

Jhpartnunt of JuJtftt 
lJUfJiqton 

N()V]{p8-l 
~ v/ 
\~I ,, '>- / 

I have waited for an appropriat&.~~~\H · 3--· 
to discuss the matter o.f t he Federal Referee~~ 
Bankrupt~ in Dutchess Count,y with Senior District 
Court Judge Jolm Knox. 

I told Judge Knox that we were very much 
interested in seeing that Ti.1 i iah Russell vras appointed 
to succeed !,!r. Arnold and pressed the point as far as 
I thought advisable . 

( 
Judge Knox said that Arnold 11as presently 

mro.y on leave, and he was not quite ready to determine 
whether or not Arnold ' s condition was such that it 
would require the appointment of another Re!eree. Ee 
said he would make some inquiry and determine about his 
health, and also make up his mind as to whether or not 
he 110uld supplant him with another appointee . 

JudP.e Knox indicated that he would be agree-
able to El:!.-iah Ru~sell 1 s appointment, 1.f he is to • 
designa~ a new Referee. I was unable to ~t anything 
more de.finite by way o.f a commitment .from the Judge, 
but I feel that in two or three weeks 1ve shall hear 
something more from him on the subject. 

J 

Incidentally, Judge Knox told me that the 
compensation amounted to appro.x:imately $1, 000 a year. 

~(\ ~<"u..~ 
Joseph B. Keenan, 

The Assistant to the Attorney Gener al. 
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MOIIU1118 S , T tiii ... A I NI 

.TAU: CON""Ot.UA 

STATE 00' NEW VO.-K 

0£PARTt.1ENT OF A UDIT AND CONTROL 

ALaANV 

November 16 , 1938 

My dear Mr . President , 

Thank you for your letter of November 
13th , written f rom Hyde Park. 

I quite understand the situation, and 
think you have taken the broad and proper view, 
as is your habit . 

Under the circumstances , you naturally 
want your money . We have previously written you 
that this money cannot draw interest as you are 
no longer a member of the Retirement System under 
the law. · 

If you do not wish to do anything further 
about it , the natural thing would be to send you a 
check for the amount due - something over $9000. 
Will you please advise me? 

I sincerely hope you are satisfied with 
the election in New York State. It seems to me , 
under the circumstances, and the unfair campaign 
C•)nducted by our opponents , in spots at least , we 
did an extraordinarily good j ob • • 

Very sincerely yours , 

T/M ~/,:7-c '""< -··. / 

State Comptroller 

His Excellency Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
President of the United States, 
Washington, D. c. 
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